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Chronology  of  "The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  ail  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  vols. 
The  chief  sources  whence  the^e  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols. ; 
Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols.  ; 
Altnon's  Debates,  24  vols.  ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers  ;  Debates  in 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c,  &c. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

CONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  IL-1066  to  1760. 

Vol.  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IIL-1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

—    36    42        —      1802 


(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol.  36    42  Geo.  Ill 1802-3 


DEBATES. 
First  Series. 

(Second  Parliament — continued.) 

Vol.    1    &    2. ..44  Geo.  Ill 1803  4 

—  3  to    5. ..45         —       1805 

—  6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.    8  &    9... 47    Geo.  Ill  1806-7, 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 

Vol.    9  to  11.  ..48    Geo.  Ill 1807-8 

_    12 —  14. ..49         —       1809 

—  15  — 17. ..50         —       1810 

_    18  — 20.. .51  —       ...   1810-11 

—  21  — 23. ..52         —       1812 

(Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  24  to  26. ..53  Geo.  III.  ...   1812-13 

-—    27  &  28.. .54  —       ...   1813-14 

—  29  to  31. ..55  —       ...   1814-15 

—  32  — 34.. .56         —       1816 

—  35  &  36.. .57         —       1817 

—  37  — 38.. .58         —       1818 


(Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  &   40... 59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—  41    60         —       ...  1819-20 

Second  Series. 

REIGN  OF   GEORGE  IV. -1820  to  1830. 

(Seventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.    1  to    3...  1  Geo.  IV 1820 

—  4  &     5...  2         —       1821 

_      6—    7...  3          —       1822 

_      8—    9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5         --       1824 

—  12  —  13...  6  —       1825-6 

—  14  —  15...  7          —       1826 

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol.16    7  Geo.  IV 1826 

—  17    8         —       1827 

—  18  &  19...  9         —       1828 

—  20—  21. ..10         —       1829 

—  22  to  25. ..11          —       1830 

Third  Series. 

REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  IV.  -1830  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.-  4  to    S...  2  Will.  IV 1831 

—  9—  14...  3         —        1832 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

—  21  —  25...  5         —       1834 

(Twelfth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV. 1836 

—  31  —  35...  7         —       1836 

_  36  —  38...  8         —      1837 
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REIGN  OF  VICTORIA-1837  to 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  to   44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  45—  50...  2        —        1839 

—  51  —  55...  3        —        1840 

—  56—  58...  4  —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  59  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  65...  5    —    1842 

_  66—  71...  6    —    1843 

_  72—  76...  7    —    1844 

_  77—  82...  8    —    1845 

_  83—  88...  9    —    1846 


_  89—  94.. .10    — 


(a)  1847 


(Fifteenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  95  10  Victoria  (b)  1847 


.1848 
.1849 
.1850 
.1851 


—  96  to  101.  ..11    — 

—  102— 107. ..12    — 
_.  108— 113.. .13    — 

—  114— 118. ..14    — 

—  119— 122.. .15    —  (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.123    15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

-    1853 

-    1854 

-    1855 

-    1856 

-  (a)  1857 


—  124  to  129. ..16 

—  130— 135. ..17 

—  136— 139. ..18 

—  140— 143.. .19 

—  144  20 


(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  1 45  to  1 47 .. .  20  Victoria     (b)  1 857 
_   148—151  ..21         —         1858 

—  152— 153.. .22        —  (a)  1859 

(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  154  to  155... 22  Victoria  (b)  1859 

—  156— 160.. .23  —    1860 

—  161— 164.. .24  —    1861 

—  165— 168.. .25  —    1862 

._  169— 172. ..26  —    1863 

—  173— 176.. .27  —    1864 

—  177— 180.. .28  —    1865 

(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184. ..29  Victoria   1866 

...    185— 189. ..30        —        1867 

—  190— 193..  .31        —         .. .1867-3 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198. ..32  Victoria    ...  1868-9 
_.   199  —203    33        —         1870 


(Twentieth  Parliament — cord.) 

Vol.  204  to  208. ..34  Victoria    1871 

—  209— 213.. .35        —         1872 

—  214— 217. ..36        —         1873 

(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria   1874 

—  222— 226.. .38  —    1875 

—  227— 231. ..39  —    1876 

—  232— 236.. .40  —    1877 

—  237— 242.. .41  —    1878 

—  243— 249... 42  —  ...1878-9 

—  250  &  251.  ..43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

Vol.  252  to  256... 43  Victoria     (b)  1880 

—  257—  26t)...44  —         1881 

—  266— 273... 45  —  (a)  1882 

—  274  &  275... 45  —  (b)  1882 

—  276  to283...46  —         1883 

—  284— 292. ..47  —         1884 

—  293— 301...  48  —  ...1884-5 

(Twenty-Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.  302  to  307... 49  Victoria     (a)  1886 

(Twenty- Fourth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  308  &  309... 49  Victoria  (b)  1886 

—  310  to  321... 50'      —        1887 

—  322— 332. ..51         —         1888 

_   333— 340.. .52        —         1889 

—  341 —348... 53        —        1890 

—  349— 356.. .54         -  ...1890-1 

Fourth  Series. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament — cord.) 
Vol.      1  to     6... 55  Victoria  1892 

(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 
Vol.     7    56  Victoria  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —         ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29.. .57        —        1894 

_     30—  35.. .58        —        1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  36    59  Victoria  1895 

—  37  to  44... 59  —  ...  1895-6 

_45—  52.. .60  —  1897 

-_  53—  65.. .61  —  1898 

—  66—  76. ..62  —  1899 

—  77  63  —  1899 

—  7ft  63  —  1900 

—  79  63  —  1900 

—  80  63  —  1900 

—  81  63  —  1900 

—  82  63  —  1900 

—  83  63  —  1900 

—  84  ...  63&64  —  1900 

—  85  64  —  1900 

—  86  64  —  1900 


HER  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE    CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of 

Salisbury,  K.G. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbury. 

Lord  Privy  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Cross,  G.C.B.,  G.C.S.I. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Balfour. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Bt. 

Colonial Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

War Most  Hon.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  K.G..G.C.M.G.,  G.C.S.I. 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  Bt. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  George  Joachim  Goschen. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadogan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Thomson  Ritchie. 

Secretary  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Lord  James  of  Hereford 

First  Commissioner  of  Works Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers  Douglas. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Long. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Postmaster-General Marquess  of  Londonderry,  K.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Walrond,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Li.  W.  Hanbury,  M.P. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Council Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon  Gorst,  M.P. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty W.  G.  Ellison  Macartney,  Esq.,  M.P. 

{H.  T.  Anstruther,  Esq.,  M.P. 
William  Hayes  Fisher,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 
f  Admiral  Sir  F.  W.  Richards,  G.C  B 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  F.  G.  D.  Bedfokd,  K  C.B. 
Rear-Admiral  A.  K.  Wilson,  V.C.,  C.B. 
Capt.  A.  W.  More,  C.B.,  C.M.G. 
\J.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  Collings,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow,  G. C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office George  Wyndham,  E<*q.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board T.  W.  Russell,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary,  War  Office J.  Powell- Williams,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  R.  B.  Fivlay,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Rt.  Hon.  E.  Carson,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Lords  of  the  Admiralty- 


Lords-in- Waiting- 


vi  HER  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE.—  (ConL) 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jeune,  K.C.R,  President  Probate,  Divorce, 

and  Admiralty  Courts. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  G.C.M.G. 

Vice-Chamberlain Hon.  Ailwyn  E.  Fellowes,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  G.C.V.O. 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.WO. 

Paymaster- General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viscount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Viscount  Curzon,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Buckhounds Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Coventry. 

Captain  Yeoman  of  the  Guard Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldkgrave. 

/General  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Bridport,  G.C.B.  (permanent} 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kintore,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh.     ' 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Churchill. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Harris,  G.C.S.i:,  G.CJ.E. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lawrenck. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
\Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

SCOTLAND. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kinsburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

Solicitor-General Charles  Scott-Dickson,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadogan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Lord  Ashb'ourne. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  David  Harrkl,  K.C.B. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Geo.  Wright,  Esq. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Morley. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliaments  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thesiger,  C.B. 

Reading-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees 

Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills H.  C.  Malkin,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks 

Clerk  of  Private  Bills,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Private  Bill  Costs R.  W.  Monro,  Esq. 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office A.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk,  Judicial  Department,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Judicial  Costs E.  F. 

Taylor,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees— J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. 
Other  Clerks F.  Skene,  Esq. ;  W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq. ;  C.  L.  Anstruthef,  Esq. 

(Clerk  attending  the  Table) ;  Hon.  A.  McDonnell  ;  A.  H.  Robinson,  Esq.  ;  H.  P.  St. 

John,  Esq.  ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  ;  Hon.  E.  A.  Stonor  ;  H.  J.  F.  Badeley,  Esq.  ; 

C.   Hbadlam,  Esq.  ;  J.  B.  Hotham,  Esq. 

Accountant G.  Fulkes,  Esq. 

Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  C»>URT ;  Assistant  Copyist— Mr.  H.  P.  Norris. 

Messengers Messrs.  W.  Worfell,  A.  A.  Worfell,  C.  E.  Chizlett,  A.  N.  Stoll,  J.  W.  F. 

Locke,  J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett. 

Librarian S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Messenger Mr.  W.  H.  G.  Strevens. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq.  ;  Clerk 

J.  W.  G.  Bond,  Esq. 

Gwntleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod Gen.  Sir  Michael  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Major-General  Sir  Arthur  Ellis,  K.C.V.O.,  C.S.L 
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PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.— (Cont.) 

Deputy  Serjeant-at-Arms S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Resident  Superintendent Mr.  J.  K.  Williams. 

Shorthand  Writer W.  H.  Gurney  Salter,  Esq. 

Principal  Doorkeepers Messrs.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holm  an. 

First  Class  Assistants Messrs.  C.  Walker,  J.  Hedley,  J.  Lane. 

Second  Class  Assistants Messrs.  B.  Gallop,  H.  B.  Strevens,  G.  W.  Cross,  W.  Stopp. 

Third  Class  Assistants Messrs.  J.  Woolacott,  A.  A.  Edney,  J.  F.  Baum. 

Messengers Messrs.    A.    J.    Solman,    J.    B.  Forsyth,  C.    Chapman,    W.  Phillips, 

W.  W.  Meates. 

Superintendent  of  Refreshment  Rooms Mr.  William  Aooas. 

Inspector  of  Police  attending  the  House  of  Lords Mr.  T.  Kendrick. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons Archibald  Milman,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Clerk- Assistant Francis  B.  G.  Jenkinson,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Second  Clerk- Assistant Arthur  W.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerks 

Public  Bill  Office,  and  Clerk  of  Fees W.  Gibbons,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  H.  Ley,  Esq. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  com- 
plied with: — Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12);  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No  14) ;  Coventry  Corporation ;  Shannon 
Water  and  Electric  Power;  Hastings  Corporation;  Alexandra  Park; 
Great  Indian  Peninsular  Railway  Company ;  Southport  Corporation.  The 
same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee,  with  Amendments 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments 

Portland  Urban  District  Gas  Bill ;  Sunderland  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.] — 
Reported  with  Amendments 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on 
the  12th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday,  the  26th 
day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a ; 
agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2°  accordingly,  and  committed.  The  Committee  to 
be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 

Fraser  Settled  Chattels  Bill  [h.l.] — Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons 

J  arrow  and  Hebburn  Electricity  Supply  Bill ;  Hastings  Tramways  Bill 
— Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  ana  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons         

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill— Read  3a,  with  the  Amendment, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 
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Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill ;  Lancashire  Electric 
Power  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  la,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         3. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  I  h.l.]  ;  Electric  Light- 
ing Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to         * 3 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill ;  London  and  St.  Katherine  Docks  and  East 
and  West  India  Dock  Companies  Bill ;  St.  Albans  Water  Bill — Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to         S 

Donegal  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill 
[h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  :  The 
said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  $ 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]— Returned  from  the  Commons 

agreed  to,  with  Amendments  3 

Gas  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.]— Returned  from  the  Commons 

with  the  Amendment  agreed  to ...         S 

East  London  Water  Bill ;  Rochdale  Corporation  Bill ;  East  Ham  Corpora- 
tion Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Plymouth, 
Stonehouse  and  Devonport  Tramways  Bill ;  Croydon  Tramways  and  im- 
provements Bill ;  London  County  Tramways  (No.  1)  Bill ;  London  County 
Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Kingscourt,  Keady  and  Armagh  Railway  Bill  ; 
Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway  Bill  ;  Great  Northern  Railway 
Bill — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords 
be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Bills,  viz. : — M.  Bath,  E.  Camperdown  (Chairman),  L.  de 
Ramsey,  L.  Monkbretton,  L.  Stanmore ;  agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords 
appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  at 
Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to 
the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills  ...         ...         ...         ...         3 

Perth  and  Paisley  Gas  Provisional  Orders  Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order 
made  on  the  12th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  brought  before  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time ;  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2a 

accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 4 

» 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order 
of  the  12th  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time ;  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2"  accordingly,  and 
committed.     The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection        4 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order).  Amendments  made;  Standing  Committee  nega- 
tived ;  the  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow       4 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
^according  to  Order).  Bill  reported  without  amendment.  Standing 
Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow 4 


TABLE    OF   CONTENTS. 
July  16.] 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill— Amendments 
reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Local  Government 

Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  9)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order).     Bills  reported 

without  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bills  to  be 

•     read  3a  To-morrow      

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order).  Amendments  made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
the  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow       

London  (St.  Marylebone)  Provisional  Order  Bill— Brought  from  the 
Commons ;  read  la ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 
(No.  188.)        

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  Bill— Suspension  of  Standing 
Orders ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill  ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

SNo.  15)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working 
"lasses)  Bill— Moved,  "That  the  Order  of  the  12th  of  March  last,  'That 
no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June 
next/  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  a  second  time." — 
(Lord  Harris) 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl  of  Morley)        

On  Question  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2a  accordingly. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh         

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4}  Bill ;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  (No. 
2)  Bill— Moved,  "That  the  Order  of  the  12th  of  March  last,  '  That  no 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,'  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  a  second  time." — (The  Earl 
of  Denbigh.) 

TJie  Earl  of  Morley  

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bills  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill;-  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill — Committed.  The  Committees  to 
be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  13)  Bill — Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
To-morrow       
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Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  15)  Bill— Committed  to  a 

Committee  of  the  whole  House         7 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes)  Bill  —  Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
To-morrow      7 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Navy  (Courts-Martial) — Keturns  of  the  number  of  Courts-martial  held  and 
summary  punishments  inflicted  on  seamen  of  the  Royal  Navy,  etc., 
during  the  year  1899 7 

South  Africa — Further  correspondence  relating  to  affairs  in  South  Africa 

(in  continuation  of  [Cd.  43],  January  1900)  7 

Railway  Returns — Return  as  to  the  capital,  traffic,  receipts,  and  working 
expenditure,  etc.,  of  the  railway  companies  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for 
the  year  1899 7 

India  (Accounts  and  Estimates,  1900-1901) — Explanatory  memorandum 

by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 8 

Mint — Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Deputy  Master  and  Comptroller  of 
the  Mint,  for  1900.  Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 8 

Public  Works  Loan  Board— Twenty-fifth  Annual  Report,  1898-99 ;  with 

appendices       8 

Superannuation — Treasury  Minute,  dated  6th  July,  1900,  granting  a 
retired  allowance  to  Mr.  T.  G.  Pinches,  first  class  assistant  at  the  British 
Museum,  under  Section  2  of  the  Superannuation  Act,  1887         8 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund — Account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  under 
the  Seamen's  Fund  Winding-up  Act,  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1899 8 

Technical  Instruction  Act,  1889— Minute  of  the  Board  of  Education 
sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be  taught  under  Clause  8  of  the  Technical 
Instruction  Act,  1889,  for  the  county  borough  of  Oldham,  seventh 
minute 8 

Polling  Districts  (Yorkshire,  West  Riding) — Order  made  by  the  County 
Council  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  constituting  polling  districts  and 
polling  places  in  the  Parliamentary  Divisions  of  Shipley,  Sowerby,  and 
Colne  Valley.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table  8 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty  Board — Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 

the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  186)...         8 

Home  Defence — Military  Resources. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss        8 

Indian  Famine— Present  Outlook— Question,  Lord  Sandhurst;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)      9 
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ritualism  in  the  church. 

Discussion  : — 

2  he  Earl  of  Portsmouth     ...       10        The  Prime  Minister  and  Secretary 
The    Lord    Archbishop    of  of  State  for  Foreign    Affairs 

Canterbury         18  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  ...       25 

The  Earl  of  Cranbrook      ...       24         Viscount  Halifax  28 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester  ...       35 

t  Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Bill  [h.l.]— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order). 

The  DuJce  of  Northumberland       36, 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  '  private/  and  in  line  10,  to  leave 
out  *  private.' " — {The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Committee;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  187). 

Workmen's    Compensation    'Act     (1897)    Extension    Bill  —  [Third 
Reading] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." — {Viscount  Cross.) 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss         ...       37         Viscount  Cross 3d 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  3*  accordingly,  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.] — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

The  Earl  of  Dartrey  ...       39        The  Earl  of  Mayo  40 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land (Lord  Ashbourne)  ...       39 

Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  recommitted  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  (Amendment)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according 
to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and  recommitted  to  the 
Standing  Committee 40 

House  adjourned  at  Seven  of  the  clock. 
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COMMONS :  MONDAY,  16th  JULY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [By  Order]— As 
amended,  considered. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.    Galloway  (Manchester,  Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil  (Hertfordshire, 

S.W.) 40  Hertford)       41 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

South  Wales  Electrical   Power  Distribution  Bill  [By   Order]— As 
amended,  considered. 

Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff) 41 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Education   Board  Provisional   Order   Confirmation   (London)   Bill 

[Lord8]r— Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [10th 
July],  "That  the  Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
'(London)  Bill  [Lords]  be  committed  to  a  Select  Committee." — (Loi'd 
Hugh  Cecil.) 

Question  again  proposed — Debate  resumed. 

Discussion  : — 

Lard  Hugh  Cecil (Greenwich)      42         The    Vice-President  of  the   Corn- 
Mr.  Flower  (Bradford,  W.)       44  mittee  of  Council  on  Education 

(Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity)         46 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

Bill  committed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(London)  Bill  [Lords]  to  leave  out  Plan  No.  41  in  the  Schedule." — (Mr. 
Causton.) 


Discussion  :— 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil    . . . 

...       50 

Sir  J.  Gorst       

52 

Mr.  Flower 

...       51 

Mr.  Causton  (Southwark,  W.)   ... 

52 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.: — Tramwavs  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 
Ordered.  That  the  Bill  be  reaa  a  second  time  To-morrow 52 
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Hamilton,  Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill— Lords  Amend- 
ments considered  and  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment       53 

Lee  Conservancy  Bill ;  North  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Canal  Bill— Lords 

Amendments  considered  and  agreed  to        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       53 

Falkirk   and   District  Water  Bill   [Lords]— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  with  Amendments      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       53 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  116  ;  Noes,  81.     (Division  List  No.  220.) 

Main  question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  in  respect  of  the  New  Clause  (Exclusion  of  certain 
annuities  and  rent-charges),  and  the  Amendment  to  the  Schedule. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith,  in  the  Chair.] 

A  Clause — 

*'  (1)  Section  one  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  any  actual  sum  charged  upon 
land  the  fee  simple  of  which  has  after  the  creation  of  such  charge  and  before 
the  thirteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  been 
conveyed  to  a  purchaser  on  a  sale. 

"  (2)  Sections  three  and  four  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  any  tithe  rent- 
charge  payable  to  the  Land  Commission  out  of  hereditaments  the  tee  simple  of 
which  lias  after  the  tenth  day  of  August  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-two  and  before  the  twelfth  day  of  May  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  been  conveyed  to  a  purchaser  on  a  sale. 

"  (3)  For  the  purpose  of  showing  that  this  section  does  not  apply  a  statutory 
declaration  or  such  other  evidence  as  the  Land  Commission  may  require  shall 
be  prima  facie  evidence. 

"  (4)  This  Section  shall  not  extend  to  a  mortgage  or  a  marriage  or  other 
family  settlement  or  arrangement." — {Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Discussion  : — 

The    Chief     Secretary    for  Sir  J.  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)  138 

Ireland     (Mr.     G.     W.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour       138 

Balfour,    Leeds,    Central)  135        Serjeant  Hemphill        139 

Mr.IXUon 136        Mr.  Herbert  Lewis         139 

Mr.Flynn 137        Mr.  Power  (Waterford) 139 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  which/  to  insert  the  words  *  or  any  estate  equi- 
valent to  a  perpetual  estate  or  interest  within  the  meaning  of  1  and  2  Vic, 
c.  109.'"— {Serjt.  Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)       ...     140 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  line  2,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  charge '  to  the  word  *  been,'  in 
line  4."— {Mr.  Flynn.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour  ...     141        Serjt.  Hemphill 142 

Mr.  Dillon 141 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  122;  Noes,  88.     (Division  List  No.  221 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  before,'  to  the  word  '  been '  in  line  9, 
and  insert  the  words  « the  passing  of  this  Act/  instead  thereof."— (Mr.  Flynn.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour  ...     146        Mr.  Billon        146 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  140;  Noes,  96.    (Division  List  No.  222.) 

Clause,  as  amended,  added. 

Schedule : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  of  line  to  end  of  Schedule." 
-(Mr.  G.  W.Balfour.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.     Edmund      Robertson,  Mr.  Atkinson 150 

(Dundee)  149 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
third  time." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  *  upon  this  day  three  months.' " — (Mr.  Asquith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 158        Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S)  175 

Mr.  Dillon 163        Mr.  Flynn         178 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor      180 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :-  -Ayes,  110  ;  Noes,  74.     (Division  List  No.  223.) 

Main  Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  94  ;  Noes,  58.     (Division  List  No.  224.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

actories  and  Workshops  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged ;  Bill  withdrawn       ...     187 

OUthful  Offenders  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  resuming  adjourned  Debate  on 
Amendment  to  Second  Reading  [21st  May]  read,  and  discharged ;  Bill 
withdrawn       187 

avings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading 

read,  and  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn 187 

>Og8  Regulation  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged; 

Bill  withdrawn  ...  .      ...  . 187 
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Education  Scotland  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 

discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn 187 

Palatine  Court  of  Durham  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  resuming  adjourned 
Debate  on  Second  Reading  [2nd  April]  read,  and  discharged;  Bill 
withdrawn       187 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill— Order  for  Second 

Reading  read,  and  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn      187 

Lunacy  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged ;  Bill 

withdrawn       187 

Military  Manoeuvres  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 

discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn 187 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  this  day,  Mr.  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put 187 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Two  of  the  clock. 


LORDS :  TUESDAY,  17th  JULY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  following  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have 
been  complied  with: — London  (St.  Luke)  Provisional  Order;  London 
(Souths ark)  Provisional  Order;  the  same  were  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
Table 189 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill — The  Queen's  consent,  and  the  consent  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  right  of  his  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
signified ;  and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments. 

Aberdeen   Corporation  Tramways  Bill;   Cumberland  County  Council 

(Bridges  Bill;  reported  with  Amendments 189 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  (Wales)  Bill— Report  from  the 
Select  Commitiee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
June  and  6th  July  last  discharged  ,  and  Bill  committed 18& 

Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Company  Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order 
made  on  the  12th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,  "  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2a ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly  189» 

Bray  Urban  District  Council  Bill— Read  3a,  and  passed. 

Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast  Railway  Bill— Read  3«,  with 
the  Amendments  ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons        18$ 
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ambeth  Water  Bill — Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons      190 

brth  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill—South  Wales  Electrical 
Power  Distribution  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  la ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners      • 190 

Tater  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]— Westgate  and  Birchington  Water 
Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agred  to  190 

ee  Conservancy  Bill— North  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Canal  Bill — 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to     190 

as  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]— Falkirk  and  District  Water 

Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  ...     190 

amilton,  Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill  —  Returned  from 
the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment      ...     190 

ocal  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill— Committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House         190 

ocal  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill— Committed :  The 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  190 

ocal  Government  Provisional  Orders  No.  10  Bill— Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill — Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

SNo.  13)  Bill — Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working 
classes)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Sills  reported 
without  amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills  to  be  read 
3a  on  Thursday  next  .' 190 

ocal  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill— Amendments 
reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday  next ...     191 

Deal  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill— Read  3«  (according 
to  Orders,  and  passed 191 

lectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill— Read  3«  (according 
to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons     191 

Deal  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill — Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  and  passed 191 

ier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  —  Amendments 
reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday  next ...     191 

mdon  (Clerkenwell  and  Holborn)  Provisional  Order  Bill;  London 
(Poplar)  Provisional  Order  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order ; 
Bills  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bills  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday  next  191 

ast  London  Water  Bill ;  Rochdale  Corporation  Bill ;  West  Ham  Corpora- 
tion Bill;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Plymouth, 
Stonehouse,  and  Devonport  Tramways  Bill ;  Croydon  Tramways  and 
Improvements  Bill;  London  County  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill;  London 
County  Tramways  (No.  1)  Bill;  Kingscourt,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  Bill;  Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway  Bill;  Great 
Northern  Railway  (Ireland)  Bill  —  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  That  the  Earl  Temple  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills,  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Stan- 
more ;  read,  and  agreed  to     191 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Trade  Keports — I.  Annual  Series  :— No.  2474.  Italy  (Sardinia) ;  No.  2475. 
Brazil  (Rio  de  Janeiro) ;  No.  2476.  United  States  i(Boston) ;  No.  2477. 
Turkey  (Erzeroum) ;  No.  2478.     China  (Chefoo). 

II.  Miscellaneous  Series : — No.  534.      Present  state  of  Belgian  coal, 
metal,  and  glass  industries 192 

Cape  Colony — Correspondence  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Cape  Colony. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  192 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill— Returned  from 

the  Commons  with  the  Amendment  agreed  to         192 

Poor  Removal  Bill — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without  amend- 
ment, and  to  be  read  3"  on  Thursday  next 192 

Diocesan  Registration  Bill  [h.l.] — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  amendment ;  the  Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next         192 

Beer  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill- 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without  further  amendment ;  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  be 
received  on  Monday  next       ...     192 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 

without  amendment,  and  to  be  read  3°  on  Thursday  next ...         ...         ...     192 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity  Bill— Reported  from  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  without  further  amendment :  the  Report  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  be  received  on  Tuesday 
next      193 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners  and  others)  Bill- 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without  further  amendment ; 
the  Report  of  the  Amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
be  received  on  Thursday  next  193 

Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Bill  [h.l.]— Reported  from  the 
Standing  Committee  with  further  Amendments ;  the  Report  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House  and  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  189) 193 

Oountv  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.];  Veterinary  Surgeons  (Amendments) 
Bill — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without  amendment,  to  be 
read  3d  on  Thursday  next      193 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons.     Read  1°  ; 
#      to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2°  on  Thursday  next. — (TJie  Lord  Ashbourne,) 

(No.  190)         193 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimilation  (London)  Bill— [Second 
Reading.) — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — (Lord  Farquhar.) 

Lord  Tweedrrwuth 194        Lord  James  of  Hereford 195 

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Friday  next. 
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Attendance  of  Peers  on  Committees. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm 196 

Moved,  for  a  Return  showing  the  attendance  of  individual  Peers  on 
Select  Committees  in  1897,  1898,  1899 ;  and  distinguishing  Committees 
on  Private  Bills. — {Earl  of  Camperdovm.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Return  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 

War  Office  Reconstruction  and  Army  Reorganisation — 
Discussion  :— 


The  Duke  of  Bedford 

The  Secretary  of  State  for 

War   {The   Marquess    of 

Lansdowne) 
Earl  Spencer         

196        The  Earl  of  Wemyss     

Lord  Tweedmouth          

The  Marquess  of  Granby 

199        Lord  Heneage 

202         The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume 

203 
204 
204 
205 
206 

Gibraltar,    Malta,    and    Hong 
Works — 

Kong —  Dock    Accommodation — New 

Discussion  : — 

Viscount  Sidmouth 

The  Earl  of  Hopetoun 

207        Earl  Spencer      

208 

208 

Death  Certification — 

Discussion  : — 

Lord  Monkswell     

209        Lord  Harris       

210 

House  adjourned  at  Five  minutes  before  Six  of  the  clock. 

COMMONS:   TUESDAY,  17th  JULY,  1900. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].  (By  Order)-  Order 
read  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [3rd 
July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  'upon  this  day  three  months.'  " — {Mr.  Doogan.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the  word  'now*  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 


Debate  resumed. 

Discussion  :— 

The  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr. 
T  W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)    212 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)      ...     212 
.  Mr.Samuelzoung(Cavan,E.)   213 


The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Jesse 
Collings,  Birmingham,Bordesley) 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
(Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.)... 


213 


214 
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Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to.  Second  Reading  put 
off  for  three  months. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
complied  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of 
the  following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into, 
and  which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — 
Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time 215 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

with  Amendments      215 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Mersey  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Rawmarsh  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  . .  215 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order) — As  amended,  considered  ; 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  215 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  (by  Order)— Ordered, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill, 
Standing  Order  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time."— (Mr.  Caldwell) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and  passed 215 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second 

time,  and  committed ...         215 

Ramsgate   Corporation   Improvements  Bill  [Lords]  —  Reported  with 

Amendments;  Report  to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed         ...     215 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  [Lords]— Reported, 
without  Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow         215 

Hammond  (Q.  H.)  Company  Bill  IXords]— Reported,  without  Amendment ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     Bill  to  De  read  the  third  time      216 

London  and  San  Francisco  Bank  Bill  [Lords] — Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment; Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time      ...     216 

North  British  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way Bill  [Lords] ;  South  Shields  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — Reported, 
with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...     216 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Belfast  and  County 
Down  Railway  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Jarrow  and  Hebburn  Electricity  Supply 
Bill  and  Hastings  Tramways  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to — Donegal  Railway  Bill 
[Lords]  and  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment 216 
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Education  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Inverness,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table    ...         216 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill— Petitions  in 
favour,  from  Carlton ;  South  Shields  (two) ;  Staithes ;  Loftus ;  and 
Bradford ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       216 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Medical  and   Sanitary  Arrangements   at   the   Cape — Return    [presented 

16th  July]  to  be  printed.     [No.  279.]  216 

Cape  Colony — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  relating  to  Affairs  of  the 

Cape  Colony  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  217 

Civil  Services  (Supplementary  Estimate,  1900-1901)— Estimate  presented, 
of  the  further  sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1901  [by  Command] ;  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  280]  217 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memo- 
randum stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional 
Orders  included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill." — 
(Mr.  Ritchie) 217 

Bankruptcy  (Ireland) — Return  ordered,  "  of  Bankruptcy  Cases  closed  by 
each  of  the  Official  Assignees  in  Ireland  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1899,  showing — 
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QUESTIONS. 


China — Anti-Foreign  Outbreak — Recent  News — Questions,  Sir  Henry 
Fowler  (Wolverhampton,  E.),  and  Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan  (Merthyr 
Tydvil);  Answers,  The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 218 
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Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to  China — Questions,  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff), 
Mr.  Buchanan  (Aberdeenshire,  E.),  and  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) 218 

The  Yang-Tse  Cable— Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest 
of  Dean) ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) 219 

South  African  War — Compensation  to  Loyalists  in  Natal — Question, 
Sir  Andrew  Scoble  (Hackney,  Central) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)    ...         220 

Martial  Law — Administration— Questions,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  (Mont- 
gomeryshire), and  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ;  Answers,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain    ...     221 

Court-Martial  Sentences — Question,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  221 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements  —  Committee  of  Inquiry — 
Questions,  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  (Westminster),  and  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ; 
Answers  and  Statement,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) ...     222 

Pretoria— Attempt  to  blow  up  Magazine — Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien 

(Kilkenny) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  224 

Royal  Artillery — Second  Lieutenants— Question,  Mr.  Bartley  (Islington, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  225 

Line   Regiments— Band    and    Mess    Expenses — Question,   Mr.  Rentoul 

(Down,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  225 

Militia — Furlough  Pay — Question,  Sir  John  Dorrington  (Gloucestershire, 

Tewkesbury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       225 

Navy — Cordite  Powder— Erosion  of  Guns— Questions,  Sir  Charles  Dilke 

and  Mr.  Paulton  (Durham,  Bishop  Auckland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...     226 

Picric  Acid— Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 226 

Admiralty  Coal  Contracts— Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (Merthyr  Tydvil) ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.)  ...     227 

Belleville  Boilers — Admiralty    Tests — Questions,   Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 
(Lynn  Regis),  and  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  (Yorkshire,  Shipley) ;  Answers, 
The  First  Lord  of   the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square) 227 

Belleville  Boilers— Use  in  the  Mercantile  Marine — Question,  Mr. 
David  Maclver  (Liverpool,  Kirkdale) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Birmingham, 
Bordesley)        229 

Ashanti — Native   Rising — Relief  of    Coomassie — Question,   Mr.    Drage 

(Derby) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain         230 

India — Education — Question,  Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree  (Bethnal  Green, 

N.E.) ;  Answer,  Lord  G.  Hamilton 230 
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Jamaica    Railway    Debentures — Income    Tax —Question,    Mr.    Bartley; 

Answer,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach 231 

Income  Tax — Deductions — Question,  Mr.  Maclean ;  Answer,  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach    231 

Willesden  Poor  Law  Children — Religious  Instruction — Question,  Mr. 
Talbot  (Oxford  University) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 232 

Dukinfield  Postmastership — Question,  Mr.  M'Ghee  (Louth,  S.) ;  Answer, 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  The  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)  ...     233 

Liverpool  Telegraphists— Promotions — Question,  Mr.  M'Ghee;  Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury 233 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission — Question,  Sir  Henry  Fowler ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury 234 

Jury  Service — Exemption  Payment — Question,  Mr.  Billson  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Jesse  Collings 235 

Private  Bill  Legislation— Cost — Return— Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings ...     235 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum— Assistantships — Question,  Mr.  F.  D.  Smith 
(Westminster) ;  Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University)  235 

Boarding  Out  of  Pauper  Children — Question,  Mr.  Lawrence  (Liverpool, 

Ahercromby) ;  Answer,  Sir  J.  Gorst  *    23ft 

Education  (Scotland) — Fee  Grant— Question,  Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire, 

Mid) ;  Answer,  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach 23ft 

Dublin  Land  Commission — The  Ulster  Custom— Question,  Mr.  Samuel 
Young  (Cavan,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)         237 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Inspector  General — Questions,  Mr.  Flavin 
(Kerry,  N.),  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  and  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.E.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour 238 

Downpatrick    Postmastership— Question,     Mr.    Rentoul;    Answer,    Mr. 

Hanbury  239* 

Clones  Level  Crossing — Question,  Mr.  Macaleese  (Monaghan  N.) ;  Answer, 

Mr  Jesse  Collings      239- 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Sir  Henry  Fowler ; 

Answers,  Mr.  Hanbury  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       239> 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

NEW  BILLS. 

Local  Government  Act  (1888)  Amendment*  {London) — Bill  to  amend  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1881,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Robertson,  Sir  Andrew  Scoble,  and  Mr.  Bousfield. 
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Local  Government  Act  (1888)  Amendment  (London)  Bill— "To  amend 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  2nd  August,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  302.]        241 

Naval  Keserve — Bill  to  make  further  provision  for  a  Naval  Reserve,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Goschen,  and  Mr.  Attorney 
General. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill — "To  make  further  provision  for  a  Naval  Reserve," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  303.]  241 

SUPPLY  [19th  Allotted  Day] — Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901  (including  Supplementary  Estimate). 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£6,739,000  (including  an  additional  sum  of  £410,000),  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Contract  Work  for  Shipbuilding, 
Repairs,  etc.,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Discussion  : — 

TJie  First  Lord  of  the  Ad-  Sir  J.  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)    302 

miralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton) 303 

George's,  Hanover  Square)  241         Capt.  Phillpotts  (Devonshire,  Tor- 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman                      quay) 309 

(Stirling  Bur gJis)          ...  261        Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth  (Lanes., 

Sir  Fortesrue  Fkinnery  (York-  Clitheroe)       314 

shire,  Shipley) 262         Mr.  Amold-Forster  (Belfast,   W.)    317 

Sir  Chirles  Dilke  (Gloucester-  Mr.  Mather  (Lancashire,  Rossen- 

shire,  Forest  of 'Dean)    ...     271  dale) 324 

Mr.    Gibson    Boivles  (Lynn  Mr.  John  Penn  (Lewisham)       ...     328 

Regis) 277        Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee)    328 

Mr.  Allan  (Gateshead)      ...  287        Mr.   David    Maclver  (Liverpool, 

Admiral  Field  (Sussex,  Fast-  Kirkdale)       330 

bourne) 291         Mr.  Goschen       332 

Mr.C.  H.Wilson  (Hull,  W.)  294        Mr.    Joseph   Walton  (Yorkshire, 

Sir  Edward  Gourley  (Sumler-  W.R.,  Barnsley)        334 

land)      299 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £4,139,100  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Materiel. 

3.  £2,523,000,  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Personnel. 

Mr.  Kearley  (Devonport)    ...     336         Mr.  Gosclien       336 

Vote  agreed  to. 

4.  £793,200  (Additional)  Navy  (Supplementary). 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Cliarles  Dilke 336         The  Secretary  to    the  Admiralty 

Admiral  Field  337  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim, N.) ...     337 

Sir  J.  Colomb  337 

Vote  agreed  to. 
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5.  £267,100,  Admiralty  Office. 

Discussion  : — 

SirJ.Colomb        ...         ...     338 

Admiral  Field 339 

The  First  Lord  oftlie  Treasury 

The  Earl  of  Dalkeith  (Boxtmrgh- 

(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 

shire)          340 

chester,  E.)        ...         ...     339 

Mr.  Goschen      340 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  One  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  18th  JULY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

rellingborough  and  District  Tramroads  Bill  — Lords  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to      341 

wryrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water  Bill  [Lords]— By  Order  (Queen's 
consent  signified) ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  . . .     341 

my  and  District  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [Lords]— As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 341 

aenos  Ayres  and  Rosario  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Costa  Rica  Railway 
Company,  Limited,  Bill  [Lords];  Roe's  Patent  Bill  [Lords] — Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed 341 

lectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment        341 

lucation  Board  Provisional   Order  Confirmation   (London)   Bill 

[Lords] — Ordered,  That  in  the  case  of  the  Education  Board  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Order  126  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  Committee  have  leave  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  To- 
morrow.— (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means)         341 

ralsall  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) 
Bill  [Lords] — Reported,  with  Amendments;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed        341 

mdon,  Walthamstow,  and  Epning  Forest  Railway  (Abandonment) 
Bill — Reported,  without  amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed 341 

Drth  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords] — Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 341 

ulwav  Bills  (Group  8) — Sir  Lewis  M'Iver  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills,  That  Mr.  Nicholson,  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  said  Committee,  was  not  present  during  the  sitting  of  the  Committee 
this  day  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  Table 342 

lasgOW  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] — Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  Glasgow  District  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords],  of  the  present  session,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Group  8  of  Railway  Bills.— (Mr.  Caldwell) 342 
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PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Oban,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table 342 

Public  Libraries  Bill — Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table 342 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Petition  from  Saltney, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...  ...    342 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill— Petition  from 

Chester,  in  favour ;  to  fie  upon  the  Table ...    342 

Sunday    Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill — Petitions    in   favour,    from 

Chester;  and  Saltney ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...    342 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897  (Army  and  Navy  Service)  (Men 

Employed) — Return  [presented  16th  July]  to  be  printed.     [No.  282.]  ...    342 

Queen's  College  (Cork)— Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  President  for 
the  Session  1899-1900,  with  Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 342 

Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Returns— Copy  presented,  of  Returns  for  a 

portion  of  the  year  1898-99  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...    343 

Metropolitan  Water  Supply  (Royal  Commission) — Copy  presented,  of 
Maps,  Plans,  and  Diagrams  to  accompany  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  and 
Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  the  water  supply  within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 343 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill— Return  presented,  relative 
thereto  [ordered  1 7th  July ;  Mr.  Ritchie] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  283] 343 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series)  —  Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2474  to  2478  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table      343 

Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series)— Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  534  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  ...  343 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts  —  Ordered,  That  the  several  Accounts  and 
Papers  which  have  been  presented  to  the  House  in  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  Revenues  of  India  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon 
Thursday  the  26th  day  of  this  instant  July,  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
Committee. — (Secretary,  Lord  Gevrgc  Hamilton )         343 

Selection  (Standing  Committees)  —  Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members 
from  the  .Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal 
Procedure,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Elementary  Education  Bill: — Mr. 
Loder,  Viscount  Cranborne,  and  Colonel  Milward ;  and  had  appointed  in 
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substitution  :  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster,  Mr.  Yerburgh,  and  Mr.  Flower.  Mr. 
Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  they  had 
discharged  the  following  member  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law 
and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure : — The  Lord  Advocate,  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution :  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;  Reports  to  lie  upon 
the  Table         344 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1878)  Amendment  (No.  2)  Bill— Order 

for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn  344 

Volunteers  Bill  [Lords] — [Second  Reading] — Order  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  'upon  this  day  three  months.'  "—(Mr.  Arnold-Forster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Capt.    Norton    (Newington,  Mr.  Seely  (Lincoln)       379 

Wj       362        Mr.  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 

Sir  H.  Campbell-  Bannerman  field) 380 

(Stirling  Burghs)           . . .  365         The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Sir  J.  Colomb  (Great   Yar-  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)...     382 

mouth) 371         Sir  Henry  Fletcher  (Sussex,  Lewes)     383 

Mr.      Hedderwick       (Wick  Commander  Bethell  (Yorkshire,  E. 

Burghs) 375  R.,  Holderness)  383 

General  Goldsworthy  (Ham-  Sir  Henry  Fowler  (Wolverhamp- 

mersmith)         • 376  ton,  E.)         385 

Capt.  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)  377         Mr.  John  Burns  (Batter sea)      ...     385 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  question  put,  and  agreed  to.     Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
v     mitted  for  To-morrow. 

Reserve    Forces    Bill   [Lords] — [Second  Reading.] — Order    for    Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,   "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time." — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Sir  H.  Campbell  Bannerman                         Mr.    Warner  (Staffordshire, 
(Stirling  Biirghs)  ...     386  Lichfield)  387 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Post  Office  Sites  (Re-Committed)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee — (In  the 
Committee.) 

[Mr.  Grant  Lawson  (Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  1 : — 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

c  2 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell   (Lanarkshire, 
Mid)      387 

The  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Preston) 388 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel  (Stockton) 
Mr.  Rickett  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) 
Mr.  Caldwell     

389 
389 

390 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  159  ; 

Noes,  119.    (Division  List  No.  225.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell         393 

Mr.      Dalziel      (Kirkcaldy 
BurgJis) 394 

Mr.  Hanbury    ... 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea) 

Mr.  Warner      

394 
395 
395 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5 : — 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell         396 

Mr.Hanbury        397 

Mr.  Strachey  (Somersetshire,  S.) 
Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel 

397 
398 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell        398 

Mr.  Hanbury    

398 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  :— 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.      Moulton      (Cornwall, 
Lannceston)        399 

Mr.  Hanbury     

399 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  :— 

Mr.  Caldwell         400 

Mr.  Hanbury 

400 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  :— 

Mr.  Caldwell          400 

Mr.  Hanbury     ... 

400 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  11  : — 

Mr.  Caldurll         401 

Mr.  Hanbury 

401 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  12,  13,  14,  and  15  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

County  Courts  (Investment  of  Deposits)  Bill  [Lords}— Considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow 
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nnacy  Board  (Scotland)  (Salaries,  etc.)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow ...     402 

il  in  Tobacco  Bill  (Second  Beading)— Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time." 

Mr.   CaidweU       402        The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

(Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Biistol, 

W.) 402 

Question  proposed. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

LObriates  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill — Order  read  for  resuming  adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [21st  June],  "That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now '  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  three  months.'  " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  again  proposed,    "That  the  word   'now*  stand  part  of  the 
-  Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow 403 

UPPLY  [17th  July]— Resolutions  reported. 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901  (including  Supplementary  Estimate). 

1.  Sec.  3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,739,000  (including  an 
additional  sum  of  £410,000),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expense  of  the  Contract  Work  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  etc.,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 

2.  Sec.  2.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £4,109,100  (including  an 
additional  sum  of  £55,100),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expense  of  the  Material  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc., 
including  the  cost  of  Establishments  of  Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of.  March,  1901." 

3.  Sec.  1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,523,000  (including  an 
additional  sum  of  £11,000),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expense  of  the  Personnel  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc., 
including  the  cost  of  Establishments  of  Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901. 

4.  "  That  an  additional  sum,  not  exceeding  £793,200,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901,  for  additional 
Expenditure  on  the  following  Navy  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
"  Vote  9.  Naval  Armaments 753,200 

-"  Vote  10.  Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs  at  Home  and 

Abroad        40,000 


Total        £793,200' 
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5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £267,100,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Admiralty  Office,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution : — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  "        ...  ...     403 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  180 ;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  226.) 

Third  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Resolution : — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  " ...     404 

The  House  divided  :—  Ayes,  182  ;  Noes,  25.     (Division  List  No.  227.) 

Fifth  Resolution  : — 

Further  consideration  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  Six  of  the  clock. 
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to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with : — North  Metropolitan 
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London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  (Abandonment) 
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London  and  South- Western  Railway  Bill— The  Queen's  consent,  and  the 
consent  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  rrince  of  Wales  in  right  of  his  Duchy 
of  Cornwall,  signified,  and  Bill  reported  with  Amendments  409 
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m  Taunton  Corporation  Bill ;  Coventry  Corporation  Bill ;  Hastings  Corpora- 
tion Bill ;  Alexandra  Park  Bill ;  Southport  Corporation  Bill — Moved, 
That  the  Order  made  on  12th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills 
be  now  read  2a;  agreed  to ;  and  Bills  read  2*  accordingly 410 

a  Taunton  Corporation  Bill ;  Coventry  Corporation  Bill ;  Hastings  Corpora- 
tion Bill — Committed  410 

Alexandra  Park  Bill— Committed.    The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 

Committee  of  Selection  410 

<  Southport  Corporation  Bill— Committed      410 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  3d,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 

Commons         410 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Midland  Railway  Bill— Read  3a,  with  the 

Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 410 

South-Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill— Read  3a,  with  the  Amend- 
ments; further  Amendments  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons         410 

Portland  Urban  District  Gas  Bill — Read  3°,  with  the  Amendments,  and 

passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  410 

Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Company  Bill— Committed  for  To- 
morrow          410 

Burnley*  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.] — Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 

agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment ;  and  Bill  returned  to  the  Commons       ...     410 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Falkirk  and  District  Water 

Bill  [h.l.] — Commons  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     411 

Hamilton,  Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill— Commons  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to       411 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  [h.l.]— Returned  from 

the  Commons  agreed  to         411 

Wellingborough   and   District   Tramroads   Bill— Returned  from  the 

Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to 411 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to,  with  Amendments.     The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to    411 

Owyrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]— Returned  from  the 

Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments       411 

Kingscourt,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  Bill— Report  from  the  Select 
Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  no  parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  26th  of  June  and 
Monday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill  committed  for  To-morrow        411 

Croydon  Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill— Report  from  the  Select 
Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  Thursday  and  Monday 
last  discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed  411 
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Committee  (according  to  Order).     Bill  reported  without  Amendment; 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow  ...     412 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  Bill ;  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing 
of  Working  Classes)  (No.  2)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
Bills  reported  without  amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bills  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow  412 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  11).  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

SNo.  1 3)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  Bill — Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  and  passed 412 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill — Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
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London  (Clerkenweil  and  Holborn)  Provisional  Order  Bill;  London 

(Poplar)  Provisional  Order  Bill — Read  3d  (according  to  Order),  and  passed      413 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  (Chester  Rural  Order); 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill  (Dorchester  Order) ; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  (Torquay  Order); 
Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill  (Weston-super-Mare  Order) ; 
Tottenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill;  Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway 
Bill ;  Alexandra  Park  Bill ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill — 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords  be 
proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Bills,  viz. : — E.  Carrington,  L.  Churchill,  L.  Stanmore, 
L.  Rathmore  (chairman),  L.  Heneage ;  agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords 
appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next  at 
Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave 
to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills  413 
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at  Guatemala,  21st  January,  1887  (ratifications  exchanged  at  Guatemala, 
3rd  February,  1900);  together  with  an  explanatory  protocol  signed  at 
Guatemala  3rd  February,  1900  413 
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retired  allowance  to  Mr.  Thomas  Alfred  Inch,  a  second  division  clerk 
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annuation Act,  1887.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table ...     414 

House  of  Lords  Offices — Second  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  made ; 

to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  considered  on  Tuesday  next.     (No.  191)  ...     415 

Copyright  (Artistic)  Bill  [h.l.] — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Monday  next;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  192)  415 

Copyright  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Copyright  (Artistic)  Bill  [h.l.] — Reported  from  the 
Select  Committee  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be 
printed  (No.  193):  Minutes  of  evidence,  together  with  an  appendix,  laid 
upon  the  Table,  and  delivered  out. 415 

Poor  Removal  Bill  [Third  Reading] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third 
Reading  read. 

Bill  read  3a  (according  to  Order). 

Moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  after  '  the  poor '  to  insert  'provided  that  such 
person  shall  have  resided  continuously  for  at  least  six  months  in  the  parish  or 
union  fiom  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  him., " — (Lord  Davey.) 
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Discussion  : — 

Lord  Morris  416        The  Earl  of  Kimberley 418 

Lord  Avebury        417        Lord  Harris      419 

Earl  Spencer         418 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  passed. 

Diocesan   Registration   Bill  [h.l.] — Amendments  reported  (according  to 

Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow 420 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill— Read  3d  (according  to  Order),  and  passed    420 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners  and  Others)  Bill- 
Amendment  reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow    420 

Members  of  Local  Authorities  Belief  Bill  [h.l.] — Amendments  reported 
(according  to  Order) :  A  further  amendment  made ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a 
To-morrow       420 

County  Court  (Ireland)  Bill   [h.l.]— Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  and 

passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons 420 

Veterinary  Surgeons  (Amendment)  Bill— Read  3d  (according  to  Order), 

and  passed       420 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill  [Second  Reading] — Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — (Lord  Ashbourne.) 

Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley      ...     425        The  Earl  of  Arran        431 

Lord  Clonbrock      427         The  Marquess  of  Londonderry   ...     432 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 430 

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Land  Charges  Bill  [h.l.] — Commons  Amendments  considered   (according 

to  Order),  and  agreed  to         435 

The  Reserve  Forces  of  Australia. 

Discussion  : — 

Lord  Brassey         435        The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Viscount  Frankfort  ...     439  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)    441 

Earl  Carrington 447 

South  African  War— Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements— Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry — Question,  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen;  Answer,  The 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne         448- 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  Seven  of  the  clock. 
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{Mr.   Caldwell) 
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Paisley  Waterworks  Provisional  Order  Bill— Ordered,  That  Standing 
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Wear,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  construction  of  a  new  road  in 
Southwick  to  join  the  same  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  Sunderland 
.  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]        451 
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Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)      ...     529 

Motion  for  Second  Reading,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  [Third  Reading]— Order  for  Third  Reading 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  oat  the  word  ( now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  '  upon  this  day  three  months.' " — {Mr.  Buchanan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Mr.   Alfred  Thomas    (Gla-  Mr.     Lloyd-George     (Carnarvon 

morganshire,  E.)  ...  544  Boroughs)       569 

Mr.  Giles    (Cambridgeshire,  Mr.     Humphreys-Owen     (Mont- 

Wisbech)  548  gomeryshire) 573 

Mr.  Brynmor  Jones  (Swansea  The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Robert 

Districts)  550  Finhy,  Inverness  Burghs)     ...     575 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Port  Office  Sites  Bill— [Third  Reading]— Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time. " 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  The    Financial  Secretary  to   the 

Mid)      582  Treasury (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)    582 

.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

County  Courts  (Investment  of  Deposits)  Bill   [Lords]— Order  for  con- 
sideration, as  amended,  read. 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Qaldwell        583        Sir  Robert  Finlay  583 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 585 
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court,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  Bill — Reported,  with  Amendments  ...     586 

Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Company  Bill— Reported,   without 

Amendment      586 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill— Lancashire  Electric 
Power  Bill — Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  12th  day  of  March 
last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2a  ;  agreed  to ;  and  Bills  read  2a 
accordingly       586 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  3a,  and 

passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons      -         586 

Deame  Valley  Railway  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to     586 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]— London  Sea  Water 
Supply  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments             586 

Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]— Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to  586 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Waterford,  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Companies 
Amalgamation  Bill  [h.l.];  Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee  with 
Amendments 587 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Midland  Great  West- 
ern Railway  of  Ireland  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Southern  and  Western  and 
Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 
[H.L.]  Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  196) 587 
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3a  on  Monday  next 587 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local 

Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes) 
Bill ;  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Work- 
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Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]— Commons   Amendments 

considered  (according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to  ...     587 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill — Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  said  Bills  ought  to  be  allowea  to 
proceed ;  the  proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  laid  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  204)  588 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896— Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commis- 
sioners, and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the 
construction  of  a  light  railway  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Cornwall 
from  Bere  Alston  Station  to  Calstock,  and  the  working  of  a  portion  of  the 
East  Cornwall  Mineral  Railway  as  a  light  railway ...     588 

CiviL  Service  Commission — Forty-fourth  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Civil 

Service  Commissioners ;  with  Appendix       588 

PtJBUC  Records  (Ireland) — Thirty-Second  Report  of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of 

the  Records     588 

Agrarian  Outrages  (Ireland) — Return  for  the  quarter  ended  30th  June, 

1900     588 

TkADE  Reports — Annual  Series— No.  2479.   Argentine  Republic  (Agricul- 
tural and  commercial  condition) ;  No.  2480,  Argentine  Republic  (Buenos 
Ayres) ;  No.  2481,  Chile  ;  No.  2482,  Greece  (Finances) ;  No.  2483,  Austria- 
Hungary. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  •     588 

Technical  Instruction  Act,  1889 — Minute  by  the  Board  of  Education 
sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be  taught  under  Clause  8  of  the  Act,  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex  (fifth  minute).  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  TaMe  588 

Railways  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill— Returned  from  the  Commons 

with  the  Amendments  agreed  to       589 

Inebriates  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.]  —  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment;  the  said  Amendment  to  be 
printed,  and  to  be  considered  on  Tuesday  next.     (No.  194.)         589 

County  Courts  (Investment  of  Deposits)  Bill  [h.l.1— Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments;  the  said  Amendments  to  be 
printed.    (No.  195.) 589 
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Agricultural  Holdings  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  ltf ;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  2a  on  Tuesday  next  (The  Lord  Privy  Seal  \V. 
Cms.])  (No.  197.)       589 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  Salaries,  etc.,  Bill— Brought  from  the  Commons ; 
read  la ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Tuesday  next  (The  Lord 
Balfour).    (No.  198.) 589 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1";  and  to  be 

printed.     (No.  199.) 589 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed ; 

and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No.  200.) 589 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimilation  (London)  Bill— House  in 
Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee 589 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
Clause  4 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  4,  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out  from  'burgh  of  regality*  to  end 
of  clause,  and  to  insert '  police  burgh  and  any  other  burgh  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  to  which  that  Act  applied  from  its 
commencement.'" — (Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to* 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  to  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  9,  pace  3,  line  36,  to  leave  out  'shall'  and  to  insert  'may.'  "— 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  10  to  12  agreed  to. 
Clause  13:— 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  13,  page  5,  line  20,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (a).v — (Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to — 

Clause  13,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  14 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  14,  page  5,  line  38,  to  leave  out  from  end  of  line  to  end  of 
clause,  and  to  insert  'until  (1)  he  voluntarily  resigns ;  or  (2)  his  disqualification 
has  been  determined  by  an  election  court  under  and  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Elections  (Scotland)  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices)  Act,  1890,  on  a  petition 
presented  within  the  time. specified  by  the  said  Act,  by  the  town  council  or  by 
any  four  or  more  electors,  or,  in  the  case  of  disqualification  alleged  to  exist  at 
the  time  of  nomination  or  election,  by  any  candidate  opposing  him  at  the 
election,  provided  that    the   last-mentioned   Act  shall  be  held  to  wg^Vg  to 
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the  said  petition  and  procedure  thereon,  provided  that  in  the  case  of  any 
continuing  disqualification  it  shall  be  competent  to  present  such  petition  at 
any  time  while  the  disqualification  subsists ;  and  provided  also  that  if  in  the 
opinion  of  the  election  court  any  disqualified  person  has  in  the  knowledge  of 
his  disqualification  made  an  oath  or  declaration  defdeli,  or  taken  his  seat  in 
the  town  council,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  impose  on  him  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  which  fine  shall  be  paid  to  the  town  council, 
and  applied  in  such  manner  as  they  may  direct ;  or  (3)  a  resolution  declaring 
his  office  vacant  has  been  passed  by  the  town  council  at  a  meeting  of  which 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  councillor  in  question  and  to  the  other  councillors 
of  the  burgh  at  least  three  days  before  the  date  of  such  meeting ;  provided  that 
the  said  councillor  shall  be  entitled  to  appeal  against  any  such  resolution  by 
lodging  a  note  of  appeal  within  fourteen  days  after  the  date  of  such  resolution 
in  manner  provided  by  Section  339  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  ; 
and  provided,  further,  that  no  such  appeal  shall  entitle  the  said  councillor  to 
vote  and  act  as  a  councillor  while  the  same  is  pending/  "—{Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  14,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  15  to  22  agreed  to. 

Clause  23  :— 

Amendment  moved. 

"  In  Clause  23,  page  8,  line  10,  after  '  another '  to  insert '  or  their  residing 
more  than  seven  miles  beyond  some  part  of  the  municipal  boundary.' " — (The 
Earl  of  Camperdoum. ) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 592 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  23,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  24  to  35  agreed  to. 
Clause  36 : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  36,  page  12,  line  18,  at  end  of  clause  to  insert  '  provided  that 
any  vacancy  so  occurring  may,  if  the  town  council  so  resolve,  be  filled  up  ad 
interim  as  soon  as  may  be  by  a  special  election  by  the  electors,  and  such  election 
.  shall  be  held  as  nearly  as  may  be  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  the 
returning  officer  at  such  election  shall,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  town 
council,  fix  the  date  of  the  election,  and  shall  fix  the  dates  for  the  issue  of  all 
necessary  notices  and  for  lodging  and  withdrawing  nomination  papers,  so  that 
the  intervals  between  such  respective  dates  shall  be  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
ordinary  elections  under  this  Act.'  "—(Lord^alfour  of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  36,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  37  to  60  agreed  to. 
Clause  61  : 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  61,  page  17,  line  31,  after  'office*  to  insert  'under  this  Act  or 
the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892/  "—{Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  61,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  62  to  87  agreed  to. 
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Clause  88:— 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  88,  page  24,  line  25,  after  'levied'  to  insert  'or  funds 
managed.' " — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  88,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  89  to  101  agreed  to. 

Clause  102  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  102,  page  29,  line  10,  at  end  of  clause  to  insert  '  and  in  any 
burgh  where  under  the  existing  law  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  town  council 
to  appoint  a  councillor  to  perform  the  duties  and  functions  formerly  performed 
by  the  dean  of  guild  in  such  council,  or  in  any  dean  of  guild  court  of  such  burgh, 
the  council  may  continue  to  make  such  an  appointment,  and  the  whole  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  relating  to  the  appointment,  tenure,  vacating  office,  and 
supply  of  vacancies  applicable  to  a  bailie  shall  be  applicable  to  the  councillor  so 
appointed.' " — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  102,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  103  to  108  agreed  to. 
Clause  109  amended,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  110  to  115  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  insert  as  a  new  clause,  'Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  affect  the 
rights,  powers,  or  authorities  of  any  county  council  or  district  committee  of  a 
county  council  or  local  authority  of  a  county  or  a  district  of  a  county  under  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897 ;  or  prejudice  the  provisions  of  Sub-sections 
1  and  2  of  Section  81  of  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  as  amended 
by  Section  44  of  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1894.' " — {Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh.) 

New  Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  203.) 594 

[ndian  Expenditure — Report  of  the  Royal  Commission — Moved,  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  for  copies  of  any  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  and  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Indian 
Expenditure."— (The  Earl  of  Narthbrook.) 

Discussion  :— 

Lord  Welby  601         The  Prime  Minister  the  Secretary 

The  Earl  of  Onslow  ...     605  of   State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley      ...     610  (the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)   ...     616 

On  Question,  agreed  to.    Return  ordered  accordingly. 

Executors  (Scotland)  Bill  [Second  Reaping]— Order  of  the  Day  for 
Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 618 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 
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Diocesan  Registration  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed, 

and  sent  to  the  Commons       •••         ...  ....    619 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners  and  Others)  Bill— Order 

of  the  Day  tor  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3a. — (Lord  Heneage) 

Discussion  : — 

The  Lord    Chancellor    (The  Lord  Heneage 620 

Earl  of  Halsbury)  ...     649 

On  Question,  "That  the  debate  on  the  said  motion  be  adjourned, "  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative,  and  ordered  accordingly  ;  Bill  to  be  read  3a  on 
Monday  next. 

Members  of  Local  Authorities  Belief  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  3a  (according  to 

Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons        621 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill— [Second 
Reading] — Order  of  tne  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — (Lord  HarrisJ) 

Discussion  :— 

Earl  Carrington     627         The  Lord  Privy  Seal  (Viscount 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  Cross) ...     631 

(The  Earl  of  Morley)     ...     629        Lord  Windsor 633 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill  [h.l.]— A  Bill  to  amend  the 
law  relating  to  the  exportation  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  and 
naval  stores — was  presented  by  The  Lord  Chancellor;  read  lrt;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  2a  on  Monday  next.     (No.  205) 635 

House  adjourned  at  half -past  Seven  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  FRIDAY,  20th  JULY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable) — Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in  the 
Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
applicable,  viz. : — Fraser  Settled  Chattels  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time.  635 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill — Lords  Amendment  considered, 

and  agreed  to 636 

Jarrow  and  Hebburn  Electricity  Supply  Bill ;  Nottingham  Corporation 

Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered,  ana  agreed  to         636 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — Queen's  consent  signified  ;  read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  ...         ~ 636 
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Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third  time,  and 
i,  with  / 


Amendments 63$ 

Hammond  (O.  H.)  Company  Bill  [Lords] ;  London  and  San  Francisco  Bank 

Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment       ...     636. 

Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill  [Lords] — Queen's  consent  signified  ;  read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments        636* 

Mersey  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Rawmarsh  Urban  District  Council  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments        636. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Railway  Bill  [Lords]— As  amendment,  considered ; 

to  be  read  the  third  time       ..         63& 

Rotherham  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order)— As  amended,  considered ; 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  63$ 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill— Lords  Amendments 

considered  and  agreed  to      63T 

Edinburgh  (Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses)  Improvements  Scheme 
Provisional  Order  Bill — Reported ;  without  Amendment  [Provisional 
Orher  confirmed];  Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table — Bill  reaa  the  third 
time,  and  passed         637, 

Paisley  Waterworks  Provisional  Order  Bill— Keported  without  amend- 
ment [Provisional  Order  confirmed] :  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 637 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] — Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed];  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.  Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next 637 

Railways  (Ireland)  Amalgamation  Bill— Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the 

Joint  Committee  to  be  printed.     [No  293] ...     637 

Glasgow  District  Tramways  [Lords] — Reported  [Preamble  not  proved] ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  63T 

Railway  Bill  (Group  8)— Sir  Lewis  M'Iver  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Committee, 
they  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table »       63T 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  Olontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

(Joint  Committee) — Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  Clontarf  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments.  Leave  to  the  Committee  to 
make  a  Special  Report.  Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read.  Reports 
and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed        637 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill; 
London  (Clerkenwell  and  Holborn)  Provisional  Order  Bill;  London 
(Poplar)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without  amendmenc. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — South-Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill, 
with  an  Amendment. 
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That  they  have  agreed  to — Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbours  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Great 
Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Midland  Railway  Bill ;  Portland  Urban  District 
Gas  Bill,  with  amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendment  to  Amendments  to — Hamilton, 
Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill. 

That  they  had  agreed  to  Amendments  to — South  Staffordshire  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords! ;  Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Falkirk  and 
District  Water  Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Burnley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  with  an 
amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  empowering  the 
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SUPPLY  [20th  Allotted  Day]— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Department  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Class  IV. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£787,503  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £95,434)  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the-  31st  day  of 
March,  1901,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Teachers*  Pension  Fund,. 
Ireland." 


l  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
!,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr.  0'Malley.) 


Motion 
£787,403, 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  John  Redmond  (Water- 
ford)      682 

Mr.  Rentoul  (Dovm,  E.)    ...     691 
Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.)  ...     700 
The  Chief*  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

Leeds,  Central) 705 

Mr.     Harrington     (Dublin, 

Harbour)  709 

Mr.    Herbert  Lewis    (Flint 

Boroughs)  712 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  (Kerry, 

W.         716 

Mr.  T.M.Healy  (Louth,  N.)    721 
The    Vice-President    of   the 
Department  of  Agriculture 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Plunkett, 
Dublin  Co.,  S.) 728 


Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) 

Major  Jameson  (Clare,  W.) 

Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan  (Donegal,  JV.) 

Mr.  Daly  (Monaghan,  S.) 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  GBrien  (Cork)     .... 

Mr.  Field  (DulMn,  St.  Patrick) . . . 

Serjeant  Hemphill  (Tyrone,  N.)... 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) 

Mr.  T.  P.   O'Connor  (Liverpool, 

Scotland)        ....         

Mr.  BUcher  (York) 

Mr.     Crean     (Queen's     Countyt 

Ossory)   ...         

Dr.  Tanner  (Cork  County,  Mid)„. 

Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.  ... 

Mr.  Shee  (Waterford,  W.) 


730. 
732, 
733 
736. 
738- 
738 
742; 
746, 

755» 
759* 

761 
761 
763. 
763. 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided;— Ayes,  70;  Noes,  104.     (Division  List  No.  228.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  John  Eedmond  . . .     767         The  First  Lord  oftheTreasury  (Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)    768 
Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Chairman  do  now 
report  this  Resolution  to  the  House.  — Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  , 

Mr.  John,  Redmond  ...     770        Mr.  T.  M.  Eealy  770 

Motion,  by  leave,,  withdrawn. 

Class  III. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£54,767,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  a  sum  necessary  to 
•defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3lst  dayof  March,  1901,  for  the  Expenses  of  Reformatory 
.and  Industrial  Schodls  in  Ireland.  " 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Dillon  771         Dr.  Commins  (Cork,  S.  E.)         ...     780 

Mr  G.  W.  Balfour        ...     Ill        Mr.  Austin  (Cork,  S.  E.)  ...     780 

Sir.  TJwmas  Esmonde      ...     779 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£54,757,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service.  " — (Mr.  Dillon.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  1 6th  day  of  this  instant 
•July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Two  of  the  clock. 


LORJG* :  MONDAY,  23rd  JULY,    1900. 

PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  aquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been 
complied  with  : — Post  Office  Sites ;  Edinburgh  (Housing  of  Working 
Class)  Improvement  Sdheme  Provisional  Order. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  furthur  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to 
the  following  Bill : — Paisley  Waterworks  Provisional  Order.  The  same 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       785 

Standing  Orders  Committee — Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  following  Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed  with, 
and  the  Bills  allowed  to  proceed : — London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping 
Forest  Railway  (Abandonment);  North  Metropolitan  Electric  rower 
Supply.     Read,  and  agreed  to  785 
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West  Ham  Corporation  Bill  —  Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 

Amendments 785 

West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 

with  Amendments       785 

Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity  Supply  Bill— Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee,  with  Amendments  785 

Croydon  Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill— Reported  with  Amendments    785 

Scarborough  Corporation  Bill — The  Queen's  consent  signified;  and  Bill 

reported,  with  Amendments 785 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill — The   Queen's    consent  signified;    and  Bill 

reported,  with  Amendments 786 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill;  Lancashire  Electric 
Power  Bill ;  Committed,  The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection      786 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill— The  Chairman  of 
Committees  informed  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Order  was 
withdrawn.  The  orders  made  on  Monday  and  Thursday  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  ...         786 

Alexandra  Park  Bill— The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed  the  House 
that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The  orders  made  on 
Thursday  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed        786 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill  ( Weston-super-Mare  Order) ; 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill ;  The  Order  made  on  Thursday 
last  appointing  certain  Lords  the  Select  Committee  to  consider  the  Bills, 
discharged       786 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill— Moved,  That  the 
Order  made  on  the  12th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday, 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2a;  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly  : 786 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill ;  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill ; 
Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ;  Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 786 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill— Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments ;  further 

Amendments  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 786 

London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  (Amendment) 
Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  la;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners       '.     787 

Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London  and  San  Francisco  Bank 

Bill  [H.L.] — Returnea  from  the  Commons  agreed  to  787 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons 

with  the  Amendment  agreed  to        787 
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Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill;  Jarrow  and 
Hebburn  Electricity  Supply  Bill;  Nottingham  Corporation  Bill — 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to     ...  ...787 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Mersey  Railway  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Rawmarah 
Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to  ...    787 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour 
Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments       ...    787 

Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway  Bill— Report  from  the  Select 
Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  13th  instant  and 
Monday  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed         787 

Plymouth,  Stonehouse.  and  Devonport  Tramways  Bill— Report  from  the 
Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  SiU)  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table:  The  orders  made  on  the  12th  instant 
and  Monday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill  committed  for  Thursday  next      ...     787 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9.)  Bill)  —  (Dorchester 
Order) — Local. Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill — Torquay 
Order) — Tottenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Bray  and  Enniskerry 
Railway  Bill — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl  of 
Waldegrave  and  the  Earl  of  Carnwath  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl 
of  Carrington  and  the  Lord  Heneage ;  read  and  agreed  to 788 

London  (St.  Luke)  Provisional  Order  Bill— London  (Southwark)  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill— Read  Ba  (according  to  Order),  and  passed      788 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill— (Weston-super-Mare  Order)— 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill — Durham  (County  of)  Electric 
Power  Supply  Bill — Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill — Shannon  Water  and 
Electric  Power  Bill — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the 
following  Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee 
for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills,  viz. : — E.  Carnwath,  V.  Frankfort 
de  Montmorency,  L.  ^folverton,  L.  Aberdare,  L.  Brassey  (Chairman.) 
Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee 
to  meet  to-morrow  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills        ...     788 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order  made 
on  the  1 2th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday,  the  26th 
day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with. — (Lord  Lurgan.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — (Lord  Lurgan.) 

Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 789        The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The 

Lord  Lurgan         790  Earl  of  Morley)        795 

Lord  Massy  794 

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2"  accordingly,  and  committed ;  the 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889 — General  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  ;  with  an  appendix  con- 
taining ordinances,  minutes,  correspondence,  evidence  and  other  documents    795 

India  Famine — Advances  and  gifts  to  agriculturists  for  seed,   cattle,  and 

subsistence  at  the  end  of  the  famine 795 

Railways  (Continuous  Brakes)— Return  by  the  railway  companies  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  six  months  ending  the  31st  December,  1899. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  795 

China— Anti-Foreign  Outbreak  —  Presentation  of  Papers— Question, 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)       796 

Education  Bill  [h.l.]— (Second  Reading)— Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time." — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 


jussion  : — 

Lord  Norton          796 

Earl  Spencer          799 

The    Lord    Archbishop    of 

Canterbury         809 

LordReay 812 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Hereford     . . . 

TJie  Earl  of  Kimberley 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council 
(the  Duke  of  Devonshire) 

818 
823 

827 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  2a  accordingly. 

Discussion  :— 

Lord  Kinnaird  834         The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

India  (the  Earl  of  Onslow)    ...     835 

Beer  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill- 
Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order).  Further  Amendments 
made ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*.  837 

Copyright  Bill  [h.l.] — Order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  be  put  into 
Committee,  read. 

Lord  Monkswell      840 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order).    The  Amendments  proposed 
by  the  Select  Committee  made. 

A  further  Amendment  made ;  and  Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.     [No.  206.] 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clauses  1  to  8  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  after  Clause  8,  to  insert  the  following  new  clause :  '  9.  Sub- 
section 1  of  Section  37  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896  (which  dispenses  with 
the  consent  of  the  Treasury  to  the  redemption  of  tithe  rent-charge  as  therein 
mentioned)  shall  not  have  effect  in  the  case  of  any  tithe  rent-charge  to  which 
Section  3  of  this  Act  applies.'  "—{Lord  Ashbourne.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

e  2 
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Remaining  clauses  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  207.) 

Irish  Fisheries — Inspectors'  Reports. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 841         The  Earl  of  Denbigh      842 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill — House 

in  Committee  (according  to  Order);  Amendments  made;  Bill  re-com- 
mitted to  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No. 
208)      842 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill  [h.l.]— [Second  Reading]— 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (The  Earl  of  Hahbury)       842 

Bill  read  2"  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

South  Africa— Settlement  of  Soldiers  in  the  Orange  River  Colony 
after  the  War — Question,  Lord  Wolverton  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Selborn) ...     843 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS :  MONDAY,  23rd  July,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  Complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  tne  case  of 
the  following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Sunderland 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords].     Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  .     844 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  applicable 
thereto  Complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Tramway  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords] :  Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow 844 

Hastings  Tramways  Bill ;  Lambeth  Water  Bill ;  Lancashire,  Derbyshire, 
and  East  Coast  Railway  Bill  —  Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to         •••         845 

Bury  and  District  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed,  with  Amendments  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     845 

Barnsley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford 
Railway  Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third 
time      845 
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London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  (Abandonment) 
Bill — Not  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 845 

North  British  Railway  Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 

the  third  time 845 

Preston  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made.  Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments    ...     845 

Ramsgate  Corporation  Improvements  Bill  [Lords];  Rotherhithe  and 
Ratcliff  Tunnel  Bill  [Lords] ;  As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time         845 

Bournemouth    Corporation    Bill    [Lords]  —  Read    a    second    time,   and 

committed        ...     845 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — (Mr. 
Caldwell.)         845 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway  Bill— Order  [12th  February] 
referring  the  Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway  Bill  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  read,  and  discharged.  Bill  withdrawn. — 
(Mr.  Caldwell.) 846 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Rosario  Railway  Bill  [Lords]— Ordered,  That  Standing 
Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on  the  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Rosario  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed 
forthwith—  (Mr.  Caldwell.)      846 

Costa  Rica  Railway  Company  Limited,  Bill  [Lords]— Ordered,  That 
Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Costa  Rica  Railway  Company,  Limited,  Bill  [Lords]  have  leave  to  sit 
and  proceed  forthwith. — (Mr.  Caldwell.)       846 

Roe's  Patent  Bill  [Lords]— Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Roe's  Patent  Bill  [Lords]  have  leave 
to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — (Mr.  Caldwell.)         846 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill— Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to.         ...     846 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow        846 

Education  Board   Provisional   Order    Confirmation   (London)   Bill 

[Lords] — Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provisional  Order  confirmed]; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To 
morrow...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     846 
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Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  (No.  2)  Bill, 
without  amendment.  That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to — Gas 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords],  Whitechapel  and  Bow  Bail  way 
Bill  [Lords],  Exmouth  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [Lords],  Gwyrfai  Rural 
District  Council  Water  Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment 


-Two  Petitions  from  Kyton- 


PETITION& 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill- 

on-Tyne,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill— Petitions  in 
favour,  from  Swalwell ;  Dunston-on-Tyne  (two) ;  New  Washington ;  and 
Us  worth  Colliery ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from  Dunston- 
on-Tyne  ;  Haydon ;  Winlaton  ;  Hedgefield ;  Crawcrook ;  Rowlands  Gill ; 
Blaydon  Haughs;  and  Usworth  Colliery;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ... 
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Railways  (Continuous  Brakes)— Copy  presented,  of  Return  by  Railway 
Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  six  months  ending  the  31st 
December,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 848 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889— Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  under  the  Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  with  an 
Appendix  containing  Ordinances,  Minutes,  Correspondence,  Evidence,  and 
other  Documents  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table ...     848 

Shebeens  in  Towns  (Ireland) — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered 

6th  July  ;  Mr.  Mataleese];  to  lie  upon  the  Table 848 

East  India  (Famine)— Copy  presented,  of  Advances  and  Gifts  to  Agricul- 
turists for  Seed,  Cattle,  and  Subsistence  at  the  End  of  the  Famine  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 848 

Post  Office  Telegraphs  (Revenue  and  Expenditure) — Return  ordered, 
"of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  Post  Office  for  each  year  from  1869- 
70  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  319,  of  Session  1899), 
and  an  Estimate  for  the  same  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  in  the  following  form  : — 


Revenue. 


JST5 


o  u 


11 

a! 


Ill 

(3       ■- 


Expenditure. 


Sites  a in ! 
buildings. 


S 
I 


a 


3  I  3  "3 
Sol      o 

M 

51s . 


5  = 
« 'S3 

ils  rs 


r-  v. 


•o  o 


N 


ft 


gill" 


It  1  fi  sm  E 
4fE  *x  a  & 


* 


10 


v  c  £ 

ilia 


Other 

Expen- 
diture. 


9 


11     12 


*  s 

Utffl 

£  B 
S3- 


ia 


M 

.=: 

a 

J 

Se  it 

£* 

see 

51 

2; 


14 


1} 

■s   — 
X    Q 


[fi 


— (Jtfr-  Hanbury) 


16 


848 


Page 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  lxxi 

Jvdt/23.] 

1  Post  Office  (Revenue  and  Expenditure)-— Return  ordered,  "  of  Revenue 
I  and  Expenditure  of  the  Post  Office  for  each  year  from  1869-70  (in  con- 

tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  320*  of  Session  1899),  and  an 
Estimate  of  the  same  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  in 
the  following  form  : — 
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Universities  (Scotland) — Return  ordered,  "  of  the  amount  of  Class  Fees  paid 
by  Students  attending  each  of  the  Universities  of  Scotland,  showing  for 
each  University  the  various  Faculties,  the  Class  Subjects,  the  number  of 
Students  at  the  respective  Classes,  and  the  amount  of  Fees  paid  for 
instruction  at  these  respective  Classes,  according  to  the  following  form  : — 

Name  of  University . 

Name  of  Faculty . . 


Students. 

Class  Fees. 

Name  of 
Class. 

Winter  Session, 
1899-1900. 

Summer  Session, 
1900. 

Winter  Session, 
1899-1900. 

Summer  Session, 
1900. 
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i 

s 

1 

8 

I 

1 

1 

s 

1 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

with  Summaries  showing  the  total  number  of  students  and  amounts  of  fees 
respectively  in  each  FaTculty  and  each  University ;  and  also  grand  totals 
for  Scottish  Universities."— (Mr.  Thomas  Shaw)      849 
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Question,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs);  Answer,  The 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford)       849 

The  Yang-Tsze    Viceroys — Question,   Mr.   Yerburgh    (Chester);   Answer, 

Mr.  Brodrick %5V 
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Question  proposed  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Discussion  :— 
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Mr.    Herbert    Lewis    (Flint 

Boroughs)  907 

Mr.  Monk  (Gloucester)  ...  909 
Mr.  Maw-ice  Healy  (Cork) ...  910 
Sir  Howard  Fincent(Sheffield, 

Central) 914 

Mr.  Charming  (Northampton- 
shire, E.)  915 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  186 ;  Noes, 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
committed  for  To-morrow. 


Col.  PUkmgton  (Lancashire,  New 

ton)    ... 
Sir      H.      CampbellrBannerman 

(Stirling  Burghs) 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louik,  N.)    ... 
Mr.    Jasper    More    (Shropshire, 

Ludlow)         

Sir  James  Jokey  (Durham,  Ches- 

ter-le-Street) 

47.    (Division  List  No.  230.) 
Bill  read  a  second  time,   and 


Colonel  Pilkington  (Lancashire, 
Newton)        

Mr.  Cowley  (Lanes.,  Prestwich)  . . . 

Mr.  John  Wilson  (Falkirk 
Burghs)         

Mr.  John  Burns  (Baiter sea) 

Capt.  Sinclair 


Volunteers  Bill  [Lords] — Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith,  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Captain  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)       

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Howard  Vincent  (She/-  Mr.  Wylie  (Dumbartonshire)     ... 

field,  Central)    929        Mr.  Maddison  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
Sir  H.  CampbellrBannerman 

(Stirling  Burghs)           ...     931 
The       Under-Secretary      of 
State    for     War      (Mr. 
Wyndham,  Dover)         ...     934 
Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke  (Here- 
ford)           935 

Mr.  C.  P.  Scott  (Lancashire, 
Leigh) 936 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  127  ;  Noes  62.     (Division  List  No.  231.) 

Clause  2 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  'Volunteer,'  to  insert  'garrison  artillery.'" — 
(Captain  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'garrison  artillery*  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  John  Burns 953 

Mr.  Wyndham      953 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  954 
Sir  John  Brunner  (Cheshire, 

Northwich)         955 

Major  Jameson  (Clare,  W.)  957 

Col.  Sandys  (Lanes.,  Booth)  957 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  Wyndham 

Sir  H.  CampbellrBannerman 
Mr.    Buchanan    (Aberdeenshire, 

B.)     

Col.  Blundell  (Lanes.,  Ince) 
Mr.     Humphreys-Owen     (Mont- 
gomeryshire)   


916 

917 
920 

922 

923 


925 

938 

939 

941 
944 

945 
945 
949 


958 

958 

958 
958 
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Amendment  proposed — 

'  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  second  '  to '  to  end  of  line  14,  and 


insert ( the  liability  to  be  called  out  for  actual  military  service  at  any  time  at 
such  places  in  Great  Britain  as  may  be  specified  in  his  agreement.'" — (Mr. 
Wy)iaham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  lines  17  and  18,  to  leave  out  'and  eighteen/  and  insert  'to 
twenty.' 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  19,  at  the  end,  to  add  the  words,  '  Provided  always  that 
regulations  made  under  this  section  shall  not  come  into  effect  until  they  have 
lam  four  weeks  upon  the  Table  of  each  House  of  Parliament  whilst  that  House 
is  sitting/  " — (Mr.  Buchanan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Wyndham      961         CapL  Sinclair 962 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  60 ;  Noes,  143.     (Division  List  No.  232.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Capt.  Sinclair        963        Mr.  John  Burns 964 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  that  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  reported. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  John  Burns     965        Mr.  Wyndham 965. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill  [Lords] — Considered  in  Committee.     (In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith,  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Buchanan       965        Mr.  Wyndham 966. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  7,  after  *  and/  to  add  '  (d)  if  under  the  foregoing  provisions 
the  rank  of  any  such  man  in  the  Militia  is  raised  or  reduced  above  or  below  that 
which  he  held  oefore  he  entered  on  permanent  service  ^his  pay  shall  be  corre- 
spondingly raised  or  reduced.,,,— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  the  Amendment;    as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill— [Second  Reading]— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  Goschen.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  H  CampbellrBannerman    967        Mr.  Goschen       ...     969 

Mr.  John  Burns 968        Commander  Bethell        ...  ...     969 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Thursday. 

Colonial    Stock    Bill   [Lords]— [Second    Reading]— Order    for    Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Haldane  (Haddington-  Sir     James     Joicey     (Durham, 

shire)     971  Chester-le-Street)        974 

Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)  ...  971  Mr.  Banbury  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
Mr.  Caldwell         972  ham) 975 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower 

Hamlets,  Poplar)  ...  974 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill   [Lords]— Order  for  Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell         975        Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  977 

The    Attorney-General   (Sir 

Robert    Finlay,  Inverness 

Burghs) 976 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  113;  Noes,  11.     (Division  List  No.  233.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Public  Works  Loan  Bill — Considered  in  Committee, 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  'Edward  flowley  Palme 
Sequin*.'"— (Mr.  Banbury.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  to  leave  out '  Lord  Iveagh.'  "—(Mr.  Hanbury.) 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  after  line  2,  to  insert  'The  Honourable  .Tames  Henry  Cecil 
Hozier,  M.?.' "— (Mr.  Hanbury.) 

Dr.  Tanner  (Cork  co.9  Mid)  979 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  last-mentioned  name  to  insert  ( David  Lloyd-George, 
Esq.,  M-P/" 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

Mr.  Herbert  Lewis 

980 

Mr.  Hanbury 

980 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Mr.  T  M.  Healy 

Mr.  Hanbury        

Mr.  Caldwell         

980 
980 
980 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel  (Stockton) 
Dr.  Tanner        

982 
983 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment : — 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  984 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  One  of  the  clock. 


LORDS :  TUESDAY,  24th  JULY,  1900. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill — Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  the 

Select  Committee,  two  to  produce  Documents        985 

South  Wales   Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill— Committed.    The 

Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 985 
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The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Han  bury,  Preston)  . . .    1058 

London  Postal  Delays — Suggested  Inquiry — Question,  Mr.  Steadman; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1058 

The  Widening  of  Piccadilly— Questions,  Mr.  Coghill  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Akcrs  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)       ...  1059 

Dietary  in  Irish  Workhouses  —  Question,  Capt.  Donelan  (Cork,  K); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  1059 

IfiisH  Land  Purchase— The   Ashbourne  Act— Question,  Capt.  Donelan; 

Answer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 1061 

Boating  in  Howth  Harbour— Questions,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien;  Answers, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Hanbury  1061 

Fair  Kent  Appeals  in  Cork  —Question,  Mr.  Maurice  Hcaly  (Cork);  Answer, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour      1062 

Belfast  Postal  Arrangements— Question,  Sir  James  Haslett  (Belfast,  N.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1063 

Newbliss    Rural   Postman  —  Question,   Mr.   Macaleese  (Monaghan,   N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1063 

West  Clare  Fisheries— Question,  Major  Jameson  (Clare,  W.);  Answer, 
The  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Plunkett,  Dublin  County,  S.)  : 1064 

Salaries  of  Irimi  National  Teachers— Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien; 

Answer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour  .  1064 


TabLe  of  contents.  ixxxvii 

uly  24.]  Page 

PUBLIC   BUSINESS. 

loney-Lending  Bill  [Lords] — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law,  etc.,  with  Amendments.  Keport  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  297.]  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Standing  Committee 
to  be  printed.  [No.  297.]  Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee), 
to  be  considered  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  312.] 

lompanies  Bill — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee)  considered. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  motion  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  is  not  in  order,  as  this  is  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
law  relating  to  registered  companies  only,  and  does  not  relate  to  chartered 
companies. 

A  Clause  (Application  of  the  Act  to  Scotland) — (The  Lord  Advocate) — 
brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.   Radcliffe   Cooke   (Here-  Sir    Walter    Foxier   (Derbi/shire, 

ford)       1065  Ilkeston)         '       ...   1066 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Sir  James  Haslett  (Belfast,  N.)...   1067 

Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Cray-  Mr.  Lawsw,  IValton  (Leeds,  S.)...   1067 

don)       ..           ...          ...  1065         Colon-el     Long      (Jt'orcestcrshire, 

Mr.  Bryre  (Aberdeen,  S.)   ...   1065  EresJumt)  '     ...   1068 

Mr.    Gibson    Bowles     (Lynn  Sir  J.   U.  Tuke  (Edinburgh  and 

Regis)        1066             St.  Andrew's  University)        ...1068 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  that  Clause  3  stand  part  of  the  Lill,  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  19,  to  leave  out  paragraph  (ii.),  of  Sub-section  (1),  of 
Clause  4. '  —(Mr.  A  Iherley-Jon es. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
«  for '  in  line  19,  stand  part  of  the  Bill."  . 

Discussion  : -  - 

Mr.    Ritchie  1070         Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton)  ...   1071 

Mr.   Perks   (Lincolnshire, 

Louth) 1071 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  i>aj?e  2,  line  ID,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the  word  *  association,'  to 
the  word, 4  or, '  in  line  20.  "—(Mr.  If.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill.  " 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Ritchie  1072         Mr.  Tomlinson  (Pnston)  ...1073 

Sir  Robert   Reid  (Dumfries 
Bvrglis) 1072 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  22,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words,  *  or  a  certificate  signed 
l>y  the  secretary  or  acting  secretary  of  the  company  that  he  is  the  registered 
holder  of  his  ^ualilication  shares,  if  any.r — (Mr,  Sydney  Gcdgc) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.Bitchie  1073 


I 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  24,  after  the  word  '  company/  to  insert  the  words  'or  of 
the  prospectus.'  "—(Mr.  H.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)        ...  ...  1074 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  passing,'  and  insert  the  word 
'commencement.'  "— (Mr.  H.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  passing'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Ritchie  1074 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  does  not  issue,'  and  insert  the 
words  '  is  prohibited  by  its  memorandum  or  articles  of  association  from  issuing.' " 
—(Mr.  Sydney  Gedge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'does  not  issue'  stand  part  of 
the  Hill." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 1074  I lie  Solicitor-General  (Sir  Edward 

Mr.  Perks 1073  Carson,  Dublin  University)    ...  1079 

Mr.  Marks  (Tower  Hamlets,                  Mr.  JMbonchere 1079 

St.  George's)       1075         Mr.  Wallace  (Perth)      1079 

Sir  Robert  Reid      1076  Sir  TJumuis  Ua  (Londonderry,  S.)  1080 

Mr.  McLaren  (Leicestershire,                  Mr.  Bryce          ...  1080 

Bostvorth)          1077  Mr.  Bond  (Nottingham,  E.)      ...1080 

Sir  Albert Rollit(Islington,S.)  1077         Sir  James  Joicey            1081 

Mr.   Ualdanc    (Haddington- 
shire)            *   ...  1078 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  168  ;  Noes,  109.     (Division  List  No.  234.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  16,  after  the  word  'allotment,'  to  insert  the  words  '  save  as 
provided  by  sub-section  six  of  this  section.' " — (Mr.  Sydney  Gedge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Ritchie  1086  Sir  Albert  Rollit  1087 

Mr.  Perks 1086  Sir  Robert  Reid 1088 

Sir  A  If  red  Hidcman  ( Waiver-  Sir  James  Joicey  1 088 

hampton,  W.) 1087 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  6,  page  3,  line  17,  to  leave  out  '  for  public,'  and  insert « to  the 
public  for.' "— (Mr.  RUchie. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  «  by  the  Memorandum  or  Articles 
of  Association.'  "—(Mr.  Bond.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Ritchie  1089         Mr  Perks  1089 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  6,  page  4,  line  4,  at  end  to  insert  *  from  the  expiration  of  the 
forty-eight  days,  provided  that  a  director  shall  not  be  liable  if1  he  proves  that  the 
loss  of  the  money  was  not  due  to  any  misconduct  or  negligence  on  his  part.' " — 
{Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  Robert  Reid 1091 

Question  put  and  agreed  to.  , 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  8,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  6  of  Clause  6.' " — [Mr.  Marks.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  left  out  to  the  word 
*  for/  in  line  9,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Discussion  : — 

Sir  Rohni  Finlay  .  . 

Sir  Rohrrt  Reul 

Sir  James  Jokey    . . . 

...   1002 
...    1093 
...  1094 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Lawson  JFalfon  (Leeds,  S.) 

Ritchie 

Bousjield  (Hadcney,  N.)     ... 

1094 
,   1095 
.  1095 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  'of  the  allotment,'  and 
insert  the  words  'at  which  the  default  complained  of  might  by  reasonable 
diligence  have  been  discovered  by  the  persons  seeking  compensation.' " — (Mr. 
Lawson  Walton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Robert  Finlaij  ...         ...  1097  Sir  Janus  Jokey  1099 

Mr.  Haldam      ' 1098  Sir  Alfred  Hickman      1099 

Mr.  Ritchie  1098  Mr.    Heddenrick  (Wkk  Burghs)  1099 

Mr.  Bryce 1099  Mr.  Labouchere 1100 

Amendment,  by  leave;  withdrawn. 
Another  Amendment  made. 

Another  Amendment  proposed -- 

"  In  page  4,  line  30,  to  leave  out  paragraph  (b)  of  Sub-section  (1)  of  Clause 
8."— (Mr.  Perks.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  paragraph  (b)  of  Sub-section  (1)  of  Clause  8 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
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Discussion  :— 

Sir  Robert  Finlay  ...     1102        Sir  Robert  Reid  1103 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved,  "In  Clause  8,  p.  5,  line  17,  to  omit  the  woids 
*  which  has  commenced  business,'  in  order  to  insert  *  registered.'  " — (Mr. 
H.  S.  Foster.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  19,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  7." — {Mr.  Marks.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  (7)  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


I 


Discussion  :— 

Sir  Robert  Finla  // 1 1 05 

Mr.  H.  S.  Foster 

...  1106 

Mr.   Faithfull   Begg  (Glas- 

Sir James  Jokey 

..•  1106 

gow,  St.  Rollox) 1105 

Mr.  Perks          

...  1107 

Mr.  Ritchie            1105 

Sir  Edward  Carson 

...  1107 

Mr.  Billson  (Halifax)        ...   1106 

Mr.  Tomlinson  ... 

...  1107 

Mr.  Bryce 1106 

Amendment  bv  leave  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  .">,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  shares,'  to  insert  the  words  '  as  the 
result  of  a  public  issue.' "— [Mr.  J  fan//  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  (fFalsall)  110S         Mr.  Marks         1108 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Verbal  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  o,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  number '  and  insert  the  word 
4  nui libera.' " — {Mr  Sydney  Gedgc.) 

"  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  number '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :-- 

Mr.  Faithftdl  Begg  ...1109         Mr.  Ritchie        1109 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed  : — 

"  In  page  3,  line  38,  to  leave  out  Clause  10."— {Mr.  Athcrlry-Joncs.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  Upon  anv  offer  of  shares  '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 


Discussion  :--- 

Mr.  Phillips  (Pnnhrokc)    . 

..   1111 

Mr.   Banbury  (t1awhrrvrl]%   Perk- 

Mr.  Ritchie 

..   1111 

ham) 

II 23 

Sir  Robert  Reid 

..   1112 

Mr.  Lawson  IVoltm 

1124 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedqe  ... 

..   1113 

Mr.  BousJielJ.  (Hackney) 

1124 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg 

..   1115 

Mr.  Ijmgh  (Islinaton,  //'.) 

1 125 

Mr.  Jjibouehere 

..   1117 

Mr.  H.  S.  Foster           

1126 

Sir  Robert  Finlay  . . . 

..   1118 

Mr.  Perks          

1127 

Mr.  Bryce 

..   1120 

Mr.  Btddwr  (York)       

1127 

Mr.  Marks 

.i  1122 
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Question  put. 
The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  160  ;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  235.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  5,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  for  public,'  and  insert  the  words 
1  to  the  public  for.' "— {Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  for  public '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg 
Mr.  Ritchie 
Mr.  H.  S.  Foster  ... 
Sir  Thomas  Lea     ... 

...  1129 
...  1129 
...   1130 
...  1130. 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 

Mr.  Lough         

Mr.  Bousfield     

...   1130 
...*1131 
...  1131 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  to  the  public  for '  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  to  the  public.'  "—(Mr.  Sydney  Gedgc.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'to  the  public '  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 


Discussion  :— 

Mr.H.S.  Foster  ... 

...  1132 

Major  Jameson  (Clare,  W.) 

..   1131 

Sir  Robert  Finlay  . . . 

...   1133 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg 

..  1134 

Mr.  Bousfield 

...  1133 

Mr.  Perks          

.     1135 

Mr.  Marks 

...  1133 

Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  (Hampslmd) . 

..   1136 

Mr.  Phillips 

...  1133 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton 

1136 

Mr.  Tomlinson 

...   1134 

Mr.  Bond          

..  1136 

Mr.  Bryce  ... 

...  1134 

Mr.  Lough         

..  1136 

Colonel  Milward  (Wi 

irwick- 

shire,  Stratford-upon- 

-Avm)  1134 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  136  ;  Noes,  61.     (Division  List  No.  236.) 

Words  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  4,  after  the  first  word  *  and/  to  insert  the  words '  in  case  the 
said  commission,  with  brokerage,  exceeds  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  are.' " — 
[Mr.  Henderson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Ritchie  1140 

Mr.     Cawley     (Lancashire, 
Prestwich)  1141 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  —Ayes,  44 ;  Noes,  128.   (Division  List  No.  237.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  33,  after  the  word '  filed/  to  insert  a*  a  new  sub-section  the 


Mr.  Philipps 
Mr.  Ijtugli 
Mr.  Bousfield 


1141 
1142 
1143 


words  4  (4)  Where  no  prospectus  is  issued  a  memorandum  complying  with   the 
terms  of  this  section  .shall  be  filed  in  manner  aforesaid.'  "—{Mr  Lawson  Walton.) 

Question  proposed,  *•  That  those  words  be  tjjere  inserted." 


1 
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Discussion  : — 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 1148        Mr.      Bainbridge    (Lincolnshire, 

Mr.  Marks 1148  Gainsborough)  ...  ...  1150 

Major  Jameson      1150 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  35  ;  Noes,  107.    (Division  List  No.  238.) 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge.  ...  1151 

Question  put — 

"That  further  proceeding    on    consideration,   as    amended,    be   now 
adjourned." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  32  ;  Noes,  101.     (Division  List  No.  239.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the  word  *  association    to 
the  word  *  the,'  in  line  39."— (A/r.  R.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Mr.    Lowe    (Birmingham,    Edg- 

baston)  ...  1156 

Mr.  JHllson  {Halifax) 1156 

Mr.  Juowih         ...  1156 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)   ...  1157 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  102;  Noes,  18.     (Division  List  No.  240.) 

Amendment  proposed-— 

"  In  page  7,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  specifying,'  to  insert  the  words  •  if 
possible.'  h—(Mr.  If.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  if  possible '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Ritchie ...  1157 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  7,  line  35,  after  the  word  'paid/  to  insert  the  words  'by  any 
•  person.'*'— (Mr.  Bousfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :  — 

Mr.  Ritchie  1159  Mr.  Ritchie        1160 

Mr.  Bainbridge      1159  Mr.  Jjawson  Walton      1160 

Mr.  H.  S.  Foster 1159  Major  Jameson 1160 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 1159 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Further  proceedings  on  Consideration,  as  amended,  adjourned  till  To- 
morrow. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  " — (Sir 
William  Walrond)     put  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  after  One  of  the  clock. 


Mr.  Ritchie 

...   1155 

Mr.  Bouxjield 

...   1155 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 

...  1155 

Mr.  Bahdtridge 

...   1155 

Major  Jameson 

...  1155 

Question  put. 
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the  Metric  System,  Part  I.  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1161 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2,485  to  2,487  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  ...         1161 

Public  Accounts  Committee— Second  Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and 
an  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read.  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  298.]         1161 

Public  Petitions  Committee— Ninth  Report  brought  up,  and  read;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed ...  ll^i 
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Reserve  Forces  Bill  [h.l.] — As  amended,  considered 

Amendment  propose! — 

"In  line  lf>,  to  leave  out  *  the  first  day  of  Jane,  1900/  in  order  to  insert 
'  the  pissing  of  this  Act.' "— (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyiuiham,  Dover)   ...  ...  1163 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  third  tinie,  and  parsed,  with  Amendments. 

SUPPLY — Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
.£32,250,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
including  a  Grant  in  aid  of  certain  Expenses  connected  with  Emigration." 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)       ...   11G4 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be 
reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State." — 
(Sir  Wilfred  Ijiwson.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Arthur  Elliot  (Durham)  1175         Mr.  Labonchere  (Northampton)  ...   1217 

Sir  Robert  Beid    (Dumfries  Sir      H.      Campbell-Bannerman 

Burghs)  1179  (Stirling  Burghs)       1230 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamber-  (Mr. A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester)  1239 

lain,  Birmingham,  W.) ...  1186         Mr.  Courtney  (Cormmdl,  Bodmin)  1243 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon  Sir  Edward   Gray   (Northumher- 

Borough)  1199  land,  Berwick)  1251 

Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil  (Hertford-  Mr.  Bn/ce  (Aberdeen,,  S.)          ...   1254 

shire,  Hertford) 1212 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  169  ;  Noes,  100.  (Division  last  No.  241.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  :  — Ayes,  52  ;  Noes,  208.     (Division  List  No.  242.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  claimed,  "  That  the  Original  Question  be  now  put." 

Original  Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  :  —  -Ayes,  176  ;  Noes,  41.     (Division  List  No.  243.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow  :  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjonrned  at  half  after  Seven  of  the  dock. 
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LORDS  :  THURSDAY,  26th  JULY,  1900. 

%  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The    Lord    Chancellor   acquainted    the    House    that  the  Clerk    of    the 

•      Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 

that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been 

oomplied   with  : — London,   Walthamstow,    and   Epping  Forest  Railway 

(Abandonment).     The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     1265 

Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway  Bill— Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  1 3th  instant  and  Thursday  last 
discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed  forthwith 1265 

London  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill  [h.l.]— Commons  Amendments  considered, 

and  agreed  to ...         ...         1265 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  with  an  Amendment,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  To  morrow         1265 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill— Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee  with  Amendments  1 265 

Tottenham   Urban  District   Council    Bill— Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee  with  Amendments  1 265 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill— Reported  from 
the  Select  Committee  with  an  Amendment,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  To-morrow         1265 

Devonport  Corporation  Bill— Reported  with  Amendments  ..  1265 

Hastings  Corporation  Bill— The  Queen's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill  re- 
ported with  Amendments      ...  1266 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne    Electric    Supply    Bill— The    Queen's    consent 

signified  ;  and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments  1266 

Coventry  Corporation  Bill ;  Taunton  Corporation  Bill ;  Gas  Light  and 
Coke,  Commercial  Gas  and  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies  Bill ;  now 
Metropolis  Gas  (Prepayment  Meter)  Act,  1900;  Southport  Corporation 
Bill — Reported  with  Amendments 1266 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill — Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments;  a  further 

Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1266 

Halifax  Corporation  Bill;  Oldham  Corporation  Bill — Read  3U,  with 
the  Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bills  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons         1266 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill— Read  3rt,  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1 266 

City  of  London  (Various  Powers)  Bill — Read  3",  with  the  Amendments ; 

a  further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...  1266 

Market  Weighton  Drainage  and  Navigation  Bill ;  Cumberland  County 
Council  (Bridges)  Bill ;  Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity  Supply 
Bill ;  Croydon  Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill — Read  3a,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons ,.  YiSfo 
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South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill ;  Portland  Urban  District 
Gas  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to...  1266 

Burnley  Corporation  Bill  [ii.l.1 — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Commons 
agreed  to  ...  ...  1267 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.1 
— Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Liverpool  Overhead 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.]— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments     1267 

Glasgow  Building  Regulations  Bill  [h.l.] — Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Rotherham 
Corporation  Bill  [ill.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments.     The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to   ..  ...  1267 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill — Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Brought 

from  the  Commons  ;  read  la  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners       ...  ...  1267 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill ;  South  Wales  Electrical  Power 
Distribution  Bill ;  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill — Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Stanmore  and  the  Lord 
Glanesk  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  Members  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  Lord  Wolverton  and  the  Lord  Aberdare  ; 
read,  and  agreed  to ...  1267 

Paisley  Waterworks   Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill— Moved, 

That  the  Order  made  on  the  12th  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  To-morrow  ...         ...  1 267 

Edinburgh  (Housing  of  Working  Glass)  Improvement  Scheme 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order  made 
on  the  1 2th  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  21 ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  To-morrow         1268 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill— Amend- 
ments reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3rt  to-morrow   ...   1268 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill;  Perth 
and  Paisley  Gas  Provisional  Orders  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according 
to  Order).  Bill  reported  without  amendment.  Standing  Committee 
negatived  ;  and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  to-morrow         1268 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Africa,  No.  6  (1900) — Preliminary  Report  by  Her  Majesty's  Special  Com- 
missioner on  the  Protectorate  of  Uganda     1268 

Commercial,  No.  3  (1900) — Reports  from  Her  Majesty's  Representatives  in 

Europe  on  the  metric  system.     Parti 1268 
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i  Trade  Reports— Annual  Series — No.  2485.  France  (French  Indo-China) ; 

No.  2486.  Roumania;  No.  2487.  China  (Tientsin) 1268 

m  National  Gallery  (Ireland)— Report  of  the  Director  of  the  National 
Gallery  of  Ireland  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  Guardians,  for  the 
year  1899         1268 

■    Workmen's  Compensation — Statistics  of  proceedings  under  the  Workmen's 
1  Compensation  Act,  1897,  and  the  Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880,  during 

the  year  1899 1269 

Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Commission)— Reports  on  the  manuscripts 
of: — 1,  Mrs.  Frankland-Russell-Astley,  of  Chequers  Court,  Bucks; 
2,  Lord  Montagu,  of  Beaulieu,  Hants  ;  3,  Beverley  Corporation.  Pre- 
sented [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1269 

Reserve  Forces  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 

Amendments 1269 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners  and  others)  Bill— [Thiijd 
Reading] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." — (hnd  Heneage.) 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  *  now '  and  insert  at  the  end  of  the  motion, '  this  day  three 
months.' "— (The  Lord  Chancellor. ) 


Discussion  : — 

Earl  Egerton 
Lord  Heneage 

...  1270 
...  1271 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley  ... 
Lord  Alverstone 

...  1273 
...  1274 

On  Question  whether  "now"  shall   stand  part  of  the  motion,  their 
Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  51  ;  Non-Contents,  22. 

Bill  read  3rt,  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimilation  (London)  Bill— Read  3° 

(according  to  Order),  and  passed       1275 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order), 

and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Tuesday  next       1275 

Tithe   Rent-Charge   (Ireland)  Bill — Amendments  reported  (according  to 

Order) 1275 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  3,  page  3,  line  5,  after  Sub-section  (3)  to  insert  Sub-section 
(4) :— *  (4)  Where  a  tithe-rent  charge  has  been  varied  by  any  order  of  a  court  of 
quarter  sessions  made  after  the  passing  of  the  Irish  Church  Act,  1869,  the  amount 
at  which  it  stood  before  the  making  of  the  order  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
clause,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  amount  at  which  it  stood  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four.'  "—(Lord 
Cloncurry.) 

The  Lm-d  Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Lord  Ashbourne)         1275 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  8.  "—(The  Earl  ofArran.) 
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Discussion  :— 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  ...  1277         Lord  Ashbourne  12 

On  Question  whether  the  clause  shall  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  their  Lord- 
ships divided  : — Contents,  45  ;  Non-Contents,  28. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  9"—{LordClonbrock.) 

Discussion  :— 

The  Earl  of  Erne         ,...  1281         Lord  Ashbourne  ...  ...  \\ 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  ...  1282 

On  Question,  That  Clause  9  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  31  To-morrow. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill — Amend- 
ments reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow...     1: 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity  Bill— Bill  read  3«  (according  to 

Order). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  4,  line  26,  after  *  1876 '  to  insert '  nor  to  the  hunting  or  coursing 
of  any  animal  which  has  not  been  liberated  in  a  mutilated  or  injured  state  in 
order  to  facilitate  its  capture  or  destruction.' " — {Lord  James  of  Hereford.) 

The  Earl  of  Cork 1! 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  as  a  new  olause, (  This  Act  shall  not  extend  to  Scotland.' " — 
(Lord  James  of  Hereford. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  (Salaries,  etc.)  Bill  — House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order).  Bill  reported  without  amendment;  and  re-com- 
mitted to  the  Standing  Committee ...   1 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill  [h.l.]— Amendment  made ;  Bill 
read  3'1  {according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons         ...   1 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill— [Second  Reading] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time."—  (Viscount  Cross.) 

On  Question  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  To-morrow  ...         ...         ...         ...         . . .  ; 

Militia  Organisation — 

Discussion  : — 

.     Lord  Braye  1285         The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

(Tlie  Marquess  of  Lansdowne) 
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outh  African  War — The  Colonial  Troops  and  War  Medals — 

Discussion  : — 

Earl  Carrington     1289        Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal  1290 

TJie  Marquess  of  Lansdovme    1289 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Seven  of  the  clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill — Order  for  consideration,  as  amended,  read. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  T  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  1290        Sir    U.    Kay-Shuttleworth   (Lan- 
cashire, Clitheroe)       1291 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Bill  considered. 

A  Clause  added. 

Amendments  made. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Whitmore  (Chelsea)    ...  1293  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
Sir  Robert  Mowbray(Lambeth,  (Mr.   G.    W.    Balfour,   Leeds, 

Brixton)  1293  Central)  1294 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1294  Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton) 1295 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Jamsley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way Bill  [Lords]  ;  North  British  Railway  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 1295 

iamsgate   Corporation   Improvements  Bill  [Lords]— Queen's  consent 

signified;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments      ...         ...  1295 

forth  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order) — As  amended,  considered, 
an  Amendment  made. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Queen's  consent  signified :  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments 1295 

Jlontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill,  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  and  239  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration,  provided 
amended  prints  shall  have  been  previously  deposited — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  considered,  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Queen's  consent  signified;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pasaod  —  "\3Mb 
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Glasgow  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order)— Motion  made, 
and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  to  the  former 
Committee." — Debate  arising.  Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  the 
Debate  bo  now  adjourned,"  put,  and  negatived      ...  ...  12 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords") — Ordered,  That,  in 

the  case  of  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords], 
Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  upon  Monday  next. — (Mr.  Caldwell)  li 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords!— Ordered,  That,  in 
the*  case  of  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords], 
Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  upon  Monday  next. — (Mr.  Caldwell)  1! 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill- 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill  be 
printed.     [No.  301] \i 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills  (Section  A),  with  Amendments. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      ...  li 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Great  Indian  Peninsula 
Railway  Company  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill ; 
Ilfracombe  Improvement  Bill;  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
(Wales)  Bill;  East  London  Water  Bill;  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Bill ;  Blackpool,  St.  Anne's,  and  Lytham  Tramways  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to — Great  Grimsby  Street 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill  [Lords],  Bury 
and  District  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [Lords],  Preston  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment IS 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC 

Marriage  Act,  1898 — Return  [presented  25th  July]  to  be  printed.   [No.  299]  IS 

Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Commission) — Copy  presented,  of  Report 
on  the  Manuscripts  of  Mrs.  Frankland-Russell-Astley,  of  Chequers  Court, 
Bucks  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the  Manuscripts  of  Lord  Montagu,  of 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

slection  (Standing  Committees) — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures  : — Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  Mr.  Charles  M 'Arthur, 
and  Sir  James  Woodhouse;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution :  Mr.  Round, 
Mr.  Kemp,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham.) 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee,  That  they  had 
discharged  the  following  Members  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law 
and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure : — Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Foster,  Mr.  Flower,  and  Mr.  Yerbureh;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution :  The  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  Loder,  Colonel  Milward,  and 
Viscount  Cranborne.     Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1344 

[embers  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  313]  1345 

essage  from  the  Lokds — That  they  have  agreed  to — Beer  Retailers'  and 
Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Amendment  to  Inebriates  Amendment 
(Scotland)  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  Amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  Exportation  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Military  and 
Naval  Stores."    Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill  [Lords] 1345 
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Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  first  time ;  to 

be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  314]  1315 1 

Quarries  (Re  committed)  Bill— Order  for  Committee  [this  day]  read,  and 

discharged.     Bill  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  1345  I 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts — Order  for  Committee  read 1345 

The  Indian  Budget — Financial  Statement — 

The  Secretary  of  State  fa'  India  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)     1345 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "That  the   Speaker   do  now 
leave  the  Chair." — (Lord  G.  Hamilton.) 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  Henry  Fowler  (IVolver-  Sir  William  Wedderburn  (Banff- 

hampton,  E.)      1366  shire) 1379 

Mr.  Souttar  (Dumfriesshire)    1372 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to 
add  the  words  '  looking  to  the  special  needs  of  the  famine-stricken  people  in 
India  at  the  present  time,  this  House  recognises  that  funds  are  urgently 
required  to  feed,  clothe,  and  house  the  cultivators  in  their  villages  until  their 
crops  are  ripe  ;  to  provide  them  with  plough  cattle,  seed,  and  other  requisites 
of  cultivation  ;  and  to  restore  them  to  their  normal  economic  condition  ;  that 
these  requirements  cannot  be  adequately  met  from  Indian  revenues  raised  from 
the  suffering  Indian  people,  and  within  the  necessarily  restricted  field  of 
ordinary  relief  operations ;  that  the  funds  subscribed  by  charity  are  altogether 
insufficient  for  these  purposes  ;  and  this  House  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  a 
large  and  generous  free  grant  should  bo  provided  to  assist  in  meeting  this 
unprecedented  calamity/  instead  thereof." — (Mr.  Souttar) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Tlie   C/wuicellor  of  the    Ex-  Mr.   Pickersgill   (Bethnal  Green, 

cliequer    (Sir    M.    Hicks-  S.W.)  U17 

Bench,  Bristol,  W.)        ...  1383         Colonel    Milward  (Warvsickshire, 

Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff)      ...  1387  Stratford-upon-Acon) 1421 

Mr.   Joseph    Walton  (York-  Mr.  Emmott  (Oldliam) 1424 

shire,  Banisley) 1 394         The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 

Sir  Mancherjet  Bhownaggree  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1428 

(Bethnal  Green,  N.E.)    ...  1398         Mr.  Samuel  Smith  (Flintshire)  ...   1434 

Mr.  Herbert  Boberts  (Denbigh-  Mr.  Maddison  (Sheffield,  Bright- 

shire,  W.)  1405  side) 1435 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent  (Exeter)  1412 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  112  ;  Noes,  C5.     (Division  List  No.  244.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears,  by  the  Accounts  laid  before  this  House,  that 
the  total  revenue  of  India  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1899,  was  £67,595,815  ;  that  the  total  expenditure  in  India  and  in 
England  charged  against  revenue  was  £64,954,942  ;  that  there  was  a 
surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure  of  £2,640,873  ;  and  that  the  capital 
outlay  on  railways  and  irrigation  works  not  charged  against  revenue  was 
£3,279,316.— (Secretary,  Lord  George  Hamilton.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 
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itermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee. 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

" In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out '  portion  of.'  "-—(Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.) 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  '  them'  to  the  second  *  in/  in  line  12." 
—(Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)      1439 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert,  *  Nothing  in  any  rule  made  in 
pursuance  of  this  section  shall  exclude  from  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the 
said  Acts  any  school  which  would  be  entitled  to  participate  in  such  benefits  if 
this  Act  had  not  passed.'  "—(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour  ...  1439        Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  1440 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  1  and  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  out  of  the  funds  placed  at 
their  disposal  grant/  and  insert  the  words  'recommend  grants  of,  instead 
thereof.  "-(i*fr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire-  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.) 1441 

laid  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  1441 

Leeds,  Central) 1440 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  73;  Noes,  17.     (Division  List  No.  245.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  grant/  to  insert  the  words  '  with  the 
approval  of  the  Treasury.'  "—(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

New  clause : — 

"  The  Board  under  this  Act  shall,  in  addition  to  the  members  already  ap- 
pointed, consist  of  five  additional  members,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant."—  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

— brought  up  and  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added. 
Bill  reported,  as  amended  ;  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 
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Naval  Reserve  Bill — Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell   (Lanarkshire,  Tlie  Secretary  to  the   Admiralty 

Mid)      1445  (Mr.Maeartney,Antnm9S)...\\^ 

The  First  Lml  of  the  Ad-  Sir  J.  Colornb  (Great  Yarmouth)  1446 

miralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  Mr.  Caldwell     ...  ...  ...  1447 

George's,  Hanover  Square)  1445         The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Robert 

Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)      ...  1447 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill  [Lords]  —Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 

discharged.     Bill  withdrawn ...  ...  1447 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannuation  (Isle  of  Han)  Bill- 
Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now   read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) . .  . .    1447 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Jesse  Collin  as, 
Birmimjliam,  Bordesley)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1447 

Mr.  T.  M.  He<ily  (Louth,  N.)       144* 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannuation  (Jersey)  Bill— Read  a 

second  time,  and  committed  for  ftfonday  next         ...   1448 

Poor  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Monday 

next      1448 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 

Monday  next  ...  .  1448 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill— Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday  next        ...   1448 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  Hve  minutes  before  Two  of  the  clock. 
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Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]-  Commons  Amend- 

.  ments  considered,  and  agreed  to       ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1449 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill— The  Queen's  consent 

signified  ;  and  Bill  reported  with  Amendments       1449 

Mid-Kent  Water  Bill — Reported  with  Amendments 1 449 
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Ghristchurch   and   Bournemouth   Tramways   Bill  —  Reported    with 

Amendments •••         ...  1449 

\ 

*■  Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill— Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 

*  mittee  with  Amendments       1449 

>    Plymouth,   Stonehouse,   and   Devonport   Tramways   Bill— Reported 

with  Amendments       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1449 

Saint    David's    Railway    (Abandonment)    Bill  —  Reported    without 

Amendment 1449 

Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway  Bill— Reported  with  Amendments       ...  1449 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 

with  Amendments      ..         ...      #  ...  1449 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill— Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee  with  Amendments  1449 

London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  (Abandonment) 

Bill— Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  12th  day  of  March  last,  "That 
no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a ;  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  2a 
accordingly      1449 

Liverpool  Corporation  Bill — Read  3a,  with  the  Amendment^ ;  a  further 

Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1450 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill — Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement  Bill — Read  3*, 

with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...  1450 

Wandsworth  and  Putney   Gas  Bill — Read  3rt,  with  the  Amendments; 

further  Amendments  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...  1450 

West  Ham  Corporation  Bill — Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed, 

and  returned  to  the  Commons  1450 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Bill— Read  3«,  with  the 

Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1450 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [ill.]— Moved, "  That  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  144  be  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  this  Bill." — (Tlie  Earl 
of  Cork.) 

On  Question,  motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time."— (Tlie  Earl  of  Cork.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pass."— (The  Earl  of  Cork.) 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  25,  paces  14  and  15,  to  leave  out  Sub-sections  (6)  aad  (7),  and  to 
insert  the  following  sub-sections  : — 

" ( (6)  The  company  shall  give  on  application  so  far  as  they  themselves  are 
concerned  through  bookings  with  through  rates  and  fares  for  traffic  of  every 
description  via  the  port  of  Waterford  to  and  from  all  places  ixv  <Ato&&  ttnteasi 
from  or  to  which  they  can  be  reasonably  required. 
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" ( (7)  The  said  through  bookings  and  through  rates  and  fares  may  be 
applied  for  by  the  Waterford  Corporation  or  by  the  Waterford  Commissioners 
or  by  any  incorporated  steamship  comp  my  regularly  trading  with  the  port  of 
Waterford  or  by  any  other  person  interested  in  such  through  traffic. 

"  '  (8)  The  Waterford  Corporation  and  the  Waterford  Commissioners  shall 
not  oppose  any  application  to  Parliament  which  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  may  make  for  relief  from  the  obligation  to  continue  to  provide  or 
afford  a  daily  service  by  steamer  as  provided  by  Section  70  of  the  Fishguard 
and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  Act,  1898.'  '—(Lord  GrevUle.) 

Discussion  :— 

Earl  Spencer         1451         TJie  Chairman  of  Committees  (The 

Earl  of  Morley)         1453 

Amendment  negatived. 

Moved — 

"  To  insert  as  a  new  clause  : — '  If  the  Treasury  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the 
cpmpany  is  not  properly  working,  maintaining,  and  developing  the  traffic  on  or 
over  the  railways  of  the  Waterford  Company,  or  over  any  railways  heretofore 
worked  by  the  Waterford  Company,  or  that  the  through  or  local  rates  or  fares 
charged  upon  those  railways  are  unreasonable,  they  may  call  upon  the  company 
to  make  such  alterations  in  its  mode  of  working,  maintaining,  and  developing 
traffic,  or  in  the  rates  or  fares  charged,  as  they  may  think  fit,  and  should  the 
company  fail  to  make  such  alterations  within  a  reasonable  time  after  notice  to 
it  to  that  effect,  the  Treasury  may  prefer  a  complaint  against  the  company  to 
the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission  for  an  order  directing  such  alterations  to 
be  made,  and  thereupon  the  said  Commission  may  make  such  order  on  the 
complaint  as  to  them  may  seem  tit.'  " — {Lord  GrevUle.) 

Discussion  : — 

Earl  Spencer         1453         The  Earl  of  Morley       1453 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [h.l.]  —  Moved,  «  That 
Standing  Order  No.  144  be  dispensed  with  in  regard  to  this  Bill. — (The 
Earl  of  Cork.) 

On  Question,  motion  agreed  to. 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time."— (TJie  Earl  of  Cork.) 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  *  now,'  and  insert  at  the  end  of  the  motion  *  this  day  three 
months.'  "—{Lord  GrevUle.) 

Earl  Spencer        1455 

On  Question  whether  "  now  "  shall  stand  part  of  the  motion,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative.  Bill  read  3n  accordingly ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [h.l.];  Roe's  Patent  Bill  [h.l.] — Returned 

from  the  Commons  agreed  to 1456 

Barnsley  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 
Bill  [h.l.];  !North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [h.l.];  Ramsgate  Corporation 
Improvements  Bill  [ill.]  ;  South  Shields  Corporation  Bill  [h.l. ] — Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments ;  the  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to       1456 

North  British  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  —  Walsall    Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]— 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  1456 

Beer  Retailers' and  Spirit  Grocers' Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill; 
Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ;  Great  Western  Railway  Bill ; 
London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill ;  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill — 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to     1456 
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Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (accord- 
ing to  Order).  The  Amendment  proposed  by  the  Select  Committee  made  ; 
further  Amendment  made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  the  Report 
of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Tuesday  next 1457 
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(according  to  Order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Select  Committee 
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(according  to  Order).  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  on  Monday  next  1457 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  15)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order).  Amendments  made  ;  Standing  Committee  negatived;, 
the  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday  next  ...         ...  1458 

Paislev  Waterworks  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Edinburgh 

(Housing  of  the  Working  Classes)  Improvement  Scheme  Provisional  Order 
Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Orders).  Bills  reported  without 
Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills  to  be  read  3"  on 
Tuesday  next 1458 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill— Read  3a, 
(according  to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons 1458 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Perth 
and  Paisley  Gas  Provisional  Orders  Bill ;  Read  3a  (according  to  Order), 
and  passed       1458 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Municipal  Trading — Keport  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee)  made,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  210)        1458 

National  Education  (Ireland) — I.  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners, 

for  the  year  1899-1900.     II.  Appendices  (Sections  i.,  ii.,  hi.,  and  iv.)     ...  1458 

China,  No.  3  (1900) — Correspondence  respecting  the  insurrectionary  movement 

in  China  '       1458 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — No.  2488,  Guatemala ;  No.  2490,  Sweden 
(Gothenburg).  Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 1458 

Inebriate  Retreats  (Rules  as  to  Management) — Regulations  made  with 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the 
domestic  management  of  the  Corngreaves  Hall  Retreat,  licensed  as  a 
Retreat  under  the  Inebriates  Acts  1879  to  1899     1458 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891)— Return 
of  Advances  under  the  Act  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1900. 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1458 

London  Corporation — Annual  Account  of  the  Chamberlain  of    London. 

Delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Ta\Ae       "\A5& 
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Strength  and  Organisation  of  Home  Defences. 
Discussion  : — 

The  Earl  of  JVemyss         ...  1458        The  Earl  of  Rosebery      1468 1 

The    Prime    Minister    and  The   Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Secretary    of    State    for  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  U72 1 

Foreign      Affairs      (T/ie  The  Earl  of  Kimberley H75 

Marquess  of  Salisbury)  ...  1463 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill— [Second  Reading]— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 

Second  Reading  Read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." — (The  Marquess  of 
Londonderry.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed  for 
•Monday  next. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clause  1  : — 

Moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  add  the  following  proviso: — '  Provided  always,  that 
in  estimating  the  value  of  any  improvement  in  Schedule  I.,  there  shall  not  lie 
taken  into  account,  as  part  of  the  improvement  made  by  the  tenant,  what  is 
justly  due  to  the  inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil/  " — (Earl  Grey.) 

Discussion  : — 

Viscount  Cross       1481         The  Duke  of  Norihumberland 


The  Earl  of  Uamperdovm  ...  1483        The  Dulx  of  Devonshire...         ...  1485 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley      ...  1484 

On  Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  their  Lordships 
divided  : — Contents,  50  ;  Not-Contents,  5. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  27,  after  'endured'  insert  'not  exceeding  the  value  of  the 
manure  which  would  have  l)een  produced  by  the  consumption  on  the  holding  of 
the  crops  so  sold  off  or  removed.    — ( The  Lord  Privy  Scat.) 

The  Earl  of  Campei'down ...  1487 

On  Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : — 

Drafting  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  after  '  claim '  to  insert  a  new  sub-section  :  '  Every  claim 
and  written  notice  under  this  section  shall  state,  an  rar  as  reasonably  may  be, 
the  particulars  and  amount  of  the  intended  claim. ' " — (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Viscount  Cross      1488 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3,  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  6."— (The  Duke  of  Northumberland.) 
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Discussion  : — 

Viscount  Cross       1 489        Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  t .,  1 490 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  1490 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clauses  6,  7,  8,  and  9  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  :— 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  at  end  of  clause  to  insert :  '  (5)  Where  any  jurisdiction  com- 
mitted by  the  principal  Act  or  this  Act  to  the  sheriff  is  exercised  by  the  sheriff- 
substitute  there  shall  be  no  appeal  to  the  sheriff. ' " — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

First  Schedule : — 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  6,  line  8,  to  omit  the  words  'exceeding  one  acre.'" — {Lord 
Windsor.) 

Discussion  :— 

Viscount  Cross       1492        Lord  Heneage 1494 

The  Earl  of  Feversham     ...  1494 

On  Question,  whether  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  shall  stand  part 
of  the  schedule,  .their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  15 ;  Not-Contents,  25. 
Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Second  and  third  schedules  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  211.) 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure ;  and  resumed  by  the  Earl  of  Morley. 

ithe  Rent-Charge  Ireland  Bill— Read  3»  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons 1495 

ousing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill— Read  3* 
(according  to  Order),  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons 1495 

il  in  Tobacco  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  an  Amend- 
ment made  ;  Standing  Committee  negatived.  The  Report  of  Amendment 
to  be  received  on  Monday  nexfr  1495 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past  Eight  of  the  clock. 
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rycttal  Palace  Company  Bill  [Lords];  Roe's  Patent  Bill  [Lords]— Read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  amendment      .* 1496 
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South  Shields  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with* Amendments      ...         ...  Hi 

Walsall  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered.      Ordered, 
That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
.    read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell) 
Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments        ...  14! 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Reported  without 
amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     Bill  to  bo  considered  on  Monday  next  ...         ...14 

Caledonian  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Morley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Reported,  with  Amendments  ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...         ...14 

Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  —  Reported,  with 
Amendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  tne  Table,  and  to  be  printed    ...         ...  14 

Message  From  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill,  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

gfo.  14)  Eill,  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill,  Local 
overnment  Provisional   Orders   (No.  6)  Bill,  Perth   and  Paisley   Gas 
Provisional  Orders  Bill,  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Bradford  Corporation  Bill,  Halifax  Cor- 
poration Bill,  Oldham  Corporation  Bill,  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo 
Railway  Bill,  City  of  London  (Various  Powers)  Bill,  Market  Weighton 
Drainage  and  Navigation  Bill,  Cumberland  County  Council  (Bridges) 
Bill,  Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity  Supply  Bill,  Croydon  Tram- 
ways and  Improvements  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to — London  Sea  Water  Supply 
Bill  [Lords],  Glasgow  Building  Regulations  Bill  [Lords],  Motherwell  and 
Bellshill  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) 
Bill  [Lords],  Rotherham  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  amalgamating  the 
Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway  Company  with  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
Great  Soiithern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [Lords]. 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  amalgamating  the  Undertaking 
of  the  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Company  with  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company;  and  for  other  purposes." 
Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [Lords]         . . ..        ...   1^ 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Great 
Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [Lords]  —  Read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 14 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Whithorn,  against ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table         U 

Evening  Continuation  Schools— Petition  of  the  School  Board  for  London, 
for  greater  facilities  for  the  attendance  of  young  people ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table * h 

Industrial  Schools  Bill— Petitions  from  Leith,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  h 
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RETURNS,   REPORTS,  ETC. 

Inebriates'  Retreats  (Rules  for  Management) — Copy  presented,  of 
Regulations,  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  for  the  Domestic  Management  of  Corngreaves  Hall 
Retreat,  licensed  as  a  Retreat  nnder  the  Inebriates  Acts,  1869  to  1899 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1498 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891)— 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Advances  under  the  Act  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1900  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [302.]  1498 

China  (No.  3,  1900) — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  respecting  the 
Insurrectionary  Movement  in  China  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 1498 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series)— Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2488  to  2490  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table       1498 

Papers  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House — 1.  Chamber 
of  London. — Annual  Accounts  of  the  Chamberlain  of  London  for  the 
year  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  303.] 

2.  Royal  University  of  Ireland. — Copy  of  Account  of  Receipts  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1900,  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  thereon  [by  Act]  ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  304]        1498 

QUESTIONS.  # 

China  —  Anti-Foreign  Outbreak  —  Recent  News  —  Advance  of  the 
Allies  on  Peking — Question,  Sir  H.  Campbell  -  Bannorman  (Stirling 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 1498 

Chinese    Embassy    in    London  —  Question,    Mr.   Warner    (Staffordshire, 

Lichfield) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1499 

South  African  War— Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements  Inquiry— 
Question,  Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 1499 

Koornspruit    Disaster  —  Question,   Mr.  Swift    MacNeill   (Donegal,  S.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ... 1500 

Resumption  of  Industrial  Occupations  at  Johannesburg  —  Question, 
Mr.  Kiraber  (Wandsworth);  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.) 1500 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony  and  Rhodesia — Question,  Capt.  Sinclair 

(Forfarshire) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  1501 

Lindley  Disaster — Question,  Mr.  Kimber ;  Answer,  The  Under-Secretary  of 

State  for  War  (Mr.  Wy ndham,  Dover)         1501 

British  Casualties    in    June-— Question,   Mr.   Swift    MacNeill;    Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham 1501 

British    Medical   Comforts   for   the    Boers -Treatment   of  British 

Prisoners — Question,  Mr.  Kimber;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      \W1 
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Army  Medical  Department — Civil  Surgeons — Supposed  Puedge  of 
Secrecy — Question,  Dr.  Tanner  (County  Cork,  Mid);  Answer,  Mr. 
Wyndham       1502| 

Retired  Army  Medical  Officers  Recalled  to  Active  Service — Question, 

Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...         ...  1503 1 

Command  of  the  Royal  Irish  Rifles— Question,  Mr.  Swift  MaeNeill; 
Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham ...         ...  1503 

British  Reverses— Courts  of  Inquiry— Question,  Mr.  Swift  MaeNeill; 
Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  1504 

Imperial  Yeomanry  Encampment  near  Beira — Question,  Sir  J.  Fergusson 

(Manchester,  N.E.) ;   Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         ...  ...  1504 

Gratuities  to  Volunteer  Officers  Serving  in  South  Africa — Question, 

Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  (Northumberland,  Tyneside) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...  1505 

Volunteers — Eyployment  on  Foreign  Service — Question,  Sir  Howard 

Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        ...  1505 

Gibraltar  Garrison— Officers'  Houses  —  Question,  Mr.  Pierpoint  (War- 
rington); Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham ...  1506 

Army    Promotion  Board— Question,   Mr.   Swift    MaeNeill;   Answer,    Mr. 

Wyndham        1506 

Gun  Fatality  at  Camden  Fort,  Cork — Question,  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham         ...  1507 

Militia  Officers'  Pay — Question,  Major  Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Wyndham        1507 

Great  Yarmouth  Fishermen  and  the  Militia— Question,  Sir  J.  Colomb 

(Great  Yarmouth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1507 

Militia  Sergeant-Majors— Question,  Major  Rasch;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1508 

Government  Contracts — Irish  Tenderers— Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin, 
St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J. 
Powell- Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) 1508 

The  "  Victoria  and  Albert  " — Questions,  Sir  Edward  Gourley  (Sunderland) 
and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square) 1509 

The  Belleville  Boiler  Inquiry — Question,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Goscheii 1510 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  in  the  Navy — Question,  Capt.  Donelan(Cork,K); 

Answer,  Mr.  Goschen 1510 

Torpedo  Boats  at  the  Naval  Manoeuvres — Question,  Sir  Edward  Gourley ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Goschen 1510 

National  Coal  Reserve— Question,   Sir  Howard  Vincent;  Answer,  The 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) 1511 
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Importation  OF  Dogs  into  Great  Britain — Question,  Mr.  Channing  (North- 
amptonshire, E.) ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)        1512 

TPaxace  of  Westminster — Ventilation  of  Committee  Rooms— Question, 

Mr.  Talbot  (Oxford  University) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas     1513 

"Kensington  Gardens  Regulations— Question,  Earl  Percy  (Kensington,  S.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas 1513 

Eove  Recreation  Ground— Question,  Sir  Henry  Fletcher  (Sussex,  Lewes); 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) 1514 

ILocal  Taxation  Returns — Question,  Mr.  Channing;  Answer,  Mr.  T.  W. 

Russell 1514 

New  Science  and  Art  Regulations— Questions,  Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton), 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  Answers,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University)  1515 

London  School  Board— Higher    Elementary   Schools— Question,  Mr. 

Lough  (Islington,  W.)  ;  Answer,  Sir  J.  Gorst        1516 

Food  Preservatives — Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  Molton)  ; 

Answer,  The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Robert  Knlay,  Inverness  Burghs)...  1517 

Rural  Postmen's  Shelters — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)  1518 

Postmen's  Uniforms— Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  ...  1518 

Trade  Marks— Foreign  Office— Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury 1518 

Civil  Service  Abstractors — Terms  of  Service — Question,  Sir  Thomas 

Esmonde  (Kerry,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury        1519 

County  Court  Fees — Question,  Sir  Chas.  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of 

Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1519 

Irish  Lunatic  Asylums  Board — Supplementary  Estimate— Question, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W.) 1520 

Derry  Magistracy — Question,  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Moore  (Londonderry) ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)      ...  1520 

Grants  in  Aid  to  Irish  Asylums— Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde ;  Answer, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour      1521 

Grants  for  Malicious  Injuries  in  Ireland— Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 

Answer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 1521 

Cork  Land  Commission— -Question,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour    1522 

Muzzling  Regulations  in  Cork — Question,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy  (Cork); 
Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  County,  S.) 

Newbliss  Post  Office — Delivery  of  Telegrams  by  Girls — Question,  Mr. 

Maealeese  (Monaghtn,  N.);  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury ...  \M& 
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Limavady  Postmastership— Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Moore  and  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  152 

Irish  National  Teachers'  Arrears  of  Fee  Grants — Question,  Capt, 
Donelan ;  Answer,  Mr.  C4.  W.  Balfour         15j 

Intermediate  Education  Board  Clerks— Question,  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour      15: 

PUBLIC    BUSINESS. 

Beer  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill- 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to  15 

Municipal  Trading  (Joint  Committee)— Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  on  Municipal  Trading, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  an  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read 
[Inquiry  not  completed].  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  305] \l 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1898-99 — Committee  to  consider  the  Savings 
and  Deficiencies  upon  Navy  and  Army  Grants  for  1898-99,  and  the  tem- 
porary sanction  obtained  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Navy  and  Army 
Departments  to  the  Expenditure  not  provided  for  in  the  Grants  for  that 
year,  upon  Monday  next        ...         ...  \\ 

Ordered,  That  the  Appropriation  Accounts  for  the  Navy  and  Army 
Departments,  which  wore  presented  upon  the  15th  day  of  February  last, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee. — (Mr.  Hanbury.) 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill— As  amended,  in  the  Committee, 

to  be  printed.     [Bill  315.] 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — County  and  Borough 
Franchise  Assimilation  (London)  Bill,  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to— Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners 
and  Others)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity  Bill, 
with  Amendment. 

SUPPLY  [21  st  Allotted  Day].— Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimate,  1900-1901 — Motion  made,  and  Question 
proposed,  "That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  XI  1,500,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  courae 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901,  for 
Additional  Expenditure,  mainly  due  to  the  war  in  South  Africa  and  to 
affairs  in  China,  in  respect  of  the  following  Army  Services,  viz. : — 

Votcl.— Pay,  etc.,  of  the  Army 3,250,000 

Vote  2.  —Medical  Establishment :  Pay,  etc 350,000 

Vote  5.— Volunteer  Corps  :  Pay  and  Allowances         500,000 

Vote  6. — Transport  and  Remounts          ...        4,500,000 

Vote  7. — Provisions,  Forage,  and  other  supplies          850,000 

Vote  8.—  Clothing  Establishments  and  Services           ...        100,000 

Vote  9.—  Warlike  and  other  Stores          500,000 

Vote  10.— Works,  etc. :  Cost  (including  Staff  for  Engineer  Services)  1,060,000 

Vote  12. — Miscellaneous  Effective  Services       140,000 

Vote  14.— Non-Effective  Services,  Officers         ..:        250,000 

.Total        £11,500,000." 
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Discussion  : — 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr,  Wyndham, 
Dover) T         ...  1526 

Sir  Chas.  Dilke  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)    ...   1538 

Major  Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.)  1549 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Great 
Yarmouth)         1552 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Banmrman 
(Stirling  BurgJis)  ...  1 555 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster  (Belfast, 
W.)       1558 
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Sir   Walter    Foster    (Derbyshire, 

Ilkeston)         1564 

Mr.  Burdetl-Coutts  (Westminster)  1568 
Sir  Hoivard    Vincent    (Sheffield, 

Central)         1572 

Mr.    Wason    (Clackmannan  and 

Kinross)         1577 

Sir    J.    Fergusson    (Manchester, 

N.E.)  1578 

Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire, 

W.) 1581 

Colonel  Blundell  (Lancashire,  Ince)  1 582 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  reduced  sum,  not 
exceeding  £11,499,900,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr.  Courtenay 
Warner.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Bartley ^Islington,  N.)  1589 
Capt.  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)  1590 
Mr.  Seely  (Lincoln)  ...  1598 
Mr.  Joseph  Walton  (York- 
shire W.R.,  Barnsley)  ...  1599 
Col.  Welby  (Taunton)        ...  1601 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.   Bryn  Robeiis  (Carnar- 
vonshire,  Eifion)  ...  1628 


Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  1604 

Mr.  Kimber  (Wandsworth)       ...  1609 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee)  1610 

Mr.  Wyndham 1615 

Mr.  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field)    1627 


Mr.  Sivift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.)  1628 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  reduced  sum,  not  exceed- 
£3,500,000,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service.  "—(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Mr.  Tully  (Leitnm,  S.) 1638 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  12 ;  Noes,  87.     (Division  List  No.  246.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  on  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  half  after  One  of  the  clock. 
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PUBLIC  BILLS 

DEALT  WITH  IN  VOLUME  LXXXVI. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in  the 
ist  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "  [h.l.]  "  following  title  indicates  that 
le  Bill  was  originated  in  the  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


Title  of  Bill. 


♦Agricultural  Holdings 


BeerRetailers'andSpirit 
Grocers'  Licences 
(Ireland)  (No.  2). 

^Charitable  Loans  (Ire- 
land) 

^Copyright  [h.l.1 

XJounty  and  feorouch 
Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London) 

^County  Courts  Ireland 

[H.L.] 

'Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals 

in  Captivity 
Diocesan     Registration 

[H.L.J 

^Education  [h.l.] 

Executors  (Scotland) 
^Housing  of  the  Working 

Classes    Act    (1890) 

Amendment 

^Inebriates'  Amendment 

(Scotland)  [H.L.] 
*Land  Charges  [h.l.] 

*Lunacy  Board  (Scot- 
land), Salaries,  etc 

Members  of  Local  Au- 
thorities Belief  [h.l.] 

Merchant  Shipping 
(Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others) 

*Oil  in  Tobacco 


Brought  in  by 


Viscount  Cross 


Lord  Monkswell 
Lord  Farquhar 


Lord  Ashbourne 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
Duke  of  Devonshire 


Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 

Earl  of  Halsbury 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 

Duke  of  Northumberland 


Progress. 


VOL  LXXXVI    [Fourth  Sbriss.] 


Read  la  20  July  (589) ;  Read 
2a  24  July  (989);  Com- 
mittee, 27  July  (1479) 

Report  23  July  (837) ;  Read 
3°  24  July  (1010) 

Read  3*  19  July  (420) 

Committee,  23  July  (837) 

Read  2*  17  July  (193) ;  Com- 
mittee, Report,  20  July 
(589);  Read  3*  26  July 
(1275) 

Committee,  Report,  16  July 
(39);  Read  3«  19  July 
(420) 

Report  24  July  (989) ;  Read 
3*  26  July  (1284) 

Report  19  July  (420) ;  Read 
3*  20  July  (619) 

Read  2«  23  July  (796) ;  Com- 
mittee, 24  July  (1010) 

Read  2«  20  July  (618) 

Read  2*  20  June  (621) ;  Com- 
mittee, 23  July  (842); 
Report,  26  July  (1283); 
Read  3«  27  July  (1495) 

Commons  Amendments  con- 
sidered, 24  Julv  (1010) 

Commons  Amenaments  con- 
sidered, 19  July  (435) 

Read  1«  20  July  (589) ;  Read 
2*  24  July  (1010) ;  Com- 
mittee, Report,  26  July 
(1284) 

Committee,  16  July  (36); 
Report,  19  July  (420); 
Read  3«  20  July  (621) 

Report,  19  July  (420);  Third 
Reading  (adjourned)  20 
July  (619);  Read  3*  26 
July  (1269) 

Read  1*  20  July  (589) ;  Read 
2*  26  July  (1285);  Com- 
mittee, W  3\^  V\4&Bt 


CXX11 


House  of  Lords — ami. 


Title  of  Bill. 


♦Poor  Removal 
♦Post  Office  Sites 

♦Prohibition  of  Exporta- 
tion of  Arms  [h.l.] 


♦Tithe      Rent      Charge 
(Ireland) 


Town  Councils  (Scotland) 

Veterinary       Surgeons 
Amendment 


Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  (1897) 
Extension 


Brought  in  by 


Earl  of  Halsbury 


Lord  Ashbourne 


Read  3«  19  July  (415) 

Read  1*  20  July  (589) ;  Bod 
2«  27  July  (1478) 

Read  1"  20  July  (635) ;  Bod 
2*  23  July  (842) ;  Com- 
mittee, Report,  24  July 
(1010) ;  Read  3*  26  July 
(1285) 

Read  1*  17  July  (193);  Bad 
2«  19  July  (420);  Com- 
mittee,  23  July  (840); 
Report,  26  July  (1275); 
Read  3*  27  July  (1495) 

Committee,  20  July  (589); 
Report,  26  July  (1275) 

Committee,  Report,  16  July 
(40);  Read  3*  19  July 
(420) 

Read  3«  16  July  (37) 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


No. 


Title  of  BUI. 


Brought  in  by 


1211 

258  k 

293/ 

28 


46  \ 
237/ 

300 


79\ 
304/ 

51 

216 


310 


290 


*Agricultural  Holdings 

Beer  Retailers1  and  Spirit  Gro- 
cers' Licences  (Ireland)  (No. 
2) 

Borough  Funds 

♦Colonial  Stock  [h.l.] 

♦Companies 

Compensation  for  Damage  to 

Crops 
♦County  Courts  (Investment  of 
Deposits)  [H.L.] 


♦County  Courts  (Ireland)  [H.L.] 


♦Diocesan  Records  [h.l.] 


Mr.  long 

Mr.  Wm.  Moore 

Sir  Albert  Rollit 
Sir  R.  Finlay 

Mr.  Ritchie 


Read  3"  19  July  (532> 

Lords  Amendment* 
considered  27  July 
(1524) 

Withdrawn  20  July 
(672) 

Read  1°  17  July 
(240) ;  Read  2*  23- 
July  (969) 

Consideration,  24  July 
(1065)  * 

Mr.  Jeffreys  !  Withdrawn    17    July 

i       (240) 
Sir  R.  Finlay  \  Committee,  Report,  18- 

July    (402);    Con- 

|      sideration,      Third 

i      Reading,    19    July 

1       (5S3) 
Mr.  Atkinson,  j  Read  1°  23  July  (889); 

i       Bill  withdrawn,  26 
Julv  (1447) 
Sir  M.  JVhtie  Ridley  •  Withdrawn   19    July 

■       (584) 


House  of  Commons. — cent. 


No. 


Title  of  BUI. 


Brought  in  by 


Progreas. 


125 
244 
305 

306 


311 
111 

142 


301 
149 


210\ 
315/ 


209 

63 

302 

259 
260 

119 

140 


307 
313 

285 
275 

303 


♦Dogs  Regulation 

Education  (Scotland)  [h.l.] 

♦Elementary   School    Teachers' 
Superannuation  (Isle  of  Man) 

♦Elementary  School    Teachers' 
Superannuation  (Jersey) 

♦Expiring  Laws  Continuance 
♦Factories  and  Workshops 

Factory    and  Workshop   Act 

(1878)  Amendment  (No.  2) 
Highways    and    Bridges    Act 

(1891)  Amendment 
♦Imitation    of    County    Court 
Process  [h.l.] 

♦Inebriates  Amendment  (Scot- 
land) [H.L.] 


Intermediate  Education  (Ireland) 


♦Irish  Education  Bill 


Liquor     Traffic     Local     Veto 

(Scotland) 
Local  Government  Act  (1888) 
Amendment  (London) 
♦Local  Government  (Ireland) 
♦Local    Government    (Ireland) 

(No.  2) 
♦Lunacy  |h.l.] 


♦Lunacy      Board 
Salaries,  &c. 


(Scotland) 


Medical  Act  (1858)  Extension 
Members  of  Local  Authorities 
Relief  [H.L.] 
♦Military  Lands  [H.L.] 
♦Military  Manoeuvres  [h.l.] 

hNaval  Reserve 


Mr.  Long 

Mr.     A.     Graham 

Murray 
Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings 


Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings 

Mr.  Hanbury 

Sir  M.  While  Ridley 

Mr.  Harwood 

Mr.  Jeffreys 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 

Mr.     A.     Graham 
Murray 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 


Mr.    John     Wilson 

(Govan) 
Mr.  H.  Robertson 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 

Sir  R.  Webster 

Mr.     A.     Graham 
Murray 


General  Laurie 
Mr.  Wilsm  Todd 

Mr.  Wyndham 
Mr.  Wyndham 

Mr.  Macartney 


Withdrawn   16   July 

(187) 
Withdrawn    16  July 

(187) 
Read  1°  19  July  (487); 

Read  2°    26    July 

(1447) 
Read  1°  19  July  (487); 

Read    2°  26    July 

(1448) 


Withdrawn  16  July 
(187) 

Withdrawn  18  July 
(344) 

Withdrawn  23  July 
(888) 

Read  1-1 7  July  (240); 
Read  2#  23  July 
(975) 

Read  2°  18  July  (403); 
Committee,  Re- 
port, Consideration, 
Third  Reading,  19 
July  (584) 

Second  Reading  19 
July  (487);  Com- 
mittee, 26  July 
(1438) 

Second  Reading  (Bill 
withdrawn),  19  July 
(526) 

Withdrawn  23  July 
(888) 

Read  1°  17  July  (241) 

Read  2°  26  July  (1448) 
R^ad  2°  26  July  (1448) 

Withdrawn  16  July 
(188) 

Committee,  Report, 
18  July  (402);  Con- 
sideration, Third 
Reading,  19  July 
(583) 

Read  1°  20  July  (672) 

Read  1°  26  July  (1345) 

Read  2°  23  July  (890) 
Withdrawn    16    July 

(188) 
Read  1"  17  July  (241); 
Read    2°    23   July 
(966);   Committee, 
26  July  (1445) 


House  op  Commons — ami. 


No. 


Title  of  BUI. 


Brought  In  by 


298 


157 

261 

228\ 
274/ 


314 

280 

25\ 
220/ 

308 

78) 
198  V 
246J 

139 
276 


212 

309 
97 


286 


65  V 
57j 


165 
257 

189 


*Oil  in  Tobacco 


♦Palatine    Court    of    Durham 

[H.L.] 
*Poor  Relief  (Ireland) 

♦Post  Office  Sites 


♦Prohibition  of  Importation  of 

Arms  [H.L.] 
♦Public  Works  Loans 

Quarries 

Eailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts 
Amendment 

♦Railways  (Prevention  of  Acci- 
dents) 

♦Reformatory    and    Industrial 

Schools  (Scotland) 
♦Reserve  Forces  [h.l.] 


♦Savings   Banks   and  Friendly 
Societies 
Teachers  of  Music  Registration 
♦Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland) 


♦Volunteers  [H.L.] 


Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
(1897)  Extension 

♦Youthful  Offenders  [H.L.] 


Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach 

Sir  R.  Webster 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour 
Mr.  Hanbury 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 

Mr.  Hanbury 

Mr.  Alfred  Pease 

Sir   T.   Gibson-Car- 
michael 

Mr.  Ritchie 

Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings 
Mr.  Wyndham 


Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach 

Mr.  Sidebotham 
Mr.  Atkinson 


Mr.  Wyndham 

Mr.  H.  S.  Foster 
Sir  M.  White  Ridley 


Read  2"  18  July  (402); 

Committee,  Report, 

Third  Beading,  19 

Julv  (583) 
Withdrawn    16   July 

(188) 
Read  2°  26  July  (1448) 

Committee,  Report, 
18  July  (387);  Read 
3°  19  July  (582) 

Read  1*  26  July  (1345) 

Committee,  Report, 
23  July  (979) 

Withdrawn  26  July 
(1345) 

Read  !•  20  July  (673) 


Lords  Amendments, 
considered,  19  July 
(584) 

Withdrawn  16  July 
(188) 

Read  2°  18  July  (385); 
Committee,  Report, 
23  July  (965);  Con- 
sideration, Third 
Reading,  25  July 
(1162) 

Withdrawn  16  July 
(187) 

Read  1°  20  July  (673) 

Re-committal,  Thira 
Reading,  16  July 
(117) 

Read  2°  18  July  (344); 
Committee*  Report, 
23  July  (925) 

Lords  Amendments 
considered,  17  July 
(240) 

Withdrawn  16  July 
(187) 


THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

(AUTHORISED    EDITION) 

IN  THE 

SEVENTH  SESSION    of    the    TWENTY-SIXTH  PARLIAMENT   of   the 
United    Kingdom   of    GREAT    BRITAIN  and   IRELAND,    appointed 

TO  MEET  THE  30TH   JANUARY   1900,   IN    THE  63RD  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

HER    MAJESTY    QUEEN    VICTORIA.      ' 


NINTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1900. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  \Uh  July,  1900. 

PRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12). 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14). 

Coventry  Corporation. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power. 

Hastings  Corporation. 

Alexandra  Park. 

Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Southpoit  Corporation. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

BAKER     STREET     AND     WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

VOL.LXXXVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 


PORTLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 


SUNDERLAND     CORPORATION 

[H.L.]. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 


BILL 


TOTTENHAM    URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12  th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday, 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a  ; 
agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and 
committed.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

FRASER    SETTLED    CHATTELS    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 


J  ARROW  AND  HEBBURN  ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY    BILL. 


HASTINGS  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

A 


Private  mil 


{LORDS} 


Business. 


BELFAST  AND  COUNTY    DOWN  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

Read   3rt,   with  the  Amendment,    and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


NEWRY,  READY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHll 
RAILWAY  BILL. 


DURHAM     (COUNTY     OF)     ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL- 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Sekc-1 
tion,  That  the  following  Lords  be  w>  | 
posed  to  the  House  to  form   the  Seka 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL,  j  g^d  Bills,  viz.:— 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;   read  1",  j^  Bath, 

and  referred  to  the  Examiners.  j  e  Camperdown  (chairman), 

'  L.  de  Ramsey. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL;  L.  Monkbretton, 


ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL  [h.l.]. 


L.  Stanmore ; 


ELECTRIC  1RL^HTIN^/TRpHV^l0NAL  \  agreed  to;  and  the  seid  Lords  appointed 
,RS  (No.  8)  BILL  [H.L. J.  ,    ©  >        _,      p^™:**^  «■„  tIL*  «. 


ORDER8^.o/^l— >  |  accordingly.     The  Committee  to  meet  on 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to.  ;  Wednesday  next,  at  Eleven   o'clock  :  and 

.  all  petitions  referred  to  the   Committee; 

;  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 

be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to 

be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for 

'  the  Bills. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON  AND  ST.  KATHERINE  DOCKS 
AND  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIA  DOCK 
COMPANIES  BILL. 


ST  ALBANS  WATER  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [ill.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments :  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [ill  1. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 

GAS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  3)  BILL 
[ill.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

ROCHDALE    CORPORATION     BILL. 

EAST  HAM  CORPORATION    BILL. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING      PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

PLYMOUTH,         STONKHOUSE,        AND 
DEVON  FORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 


PR0VI- 


CROYDON      TRAMWAYS       AND 
PROVEMENTS  BILL. 


IM- 


LONDON   COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  1) 
BILL. 

LONDON   COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

KINGSCOURT,  KEADY,  AND  ARMAGH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 


PERTH    AND    PAISLEY    (iAS 
SIGNAL  ORDERS  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on 
the  12th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
'  second  time  ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2« 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

TRAMWAYS     PROVISIONAL     ORDERS 
(No.  5)  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  of  the  12th  of 
March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  Tuesday  the  2Gth  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time  ;  agreed  to  ;  Bill 
read  2 *  accordingly,  and  committed,  The 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   1)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Amendments  made  ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow. 


V  Local  Government  {16  July 

1 3BLECTRIC    LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   12)  BILL. 

Amendments    reported    (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


1900} 


Provisional  Orders  Bill. 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

IXXJAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

KLECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
«nd  Bills  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow. 


PIER    AND    HARBOUR    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.   2)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Amendments  made  ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  15)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional    Order 
(Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill. 

Moved—"  That  the  Order  of  the  1 2th  of 
March  last,  'That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June  next,' 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be 
aow  read  a  second  time." — (Lord  Harris.) 


The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  There  have  been 
a  great  many  Bills  this  year — a  larger 
number  than  I  ever  remember  in  any 
previous  session  —  in  connection  with 
which  this  Standing  Order  has  been 
dispensed  with.  I  quite  admit  that  the 
delay  is  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  I  must 
PRO- 1  warn  mv  no^e  friend  that  if  there  is  any 
opposition  I  cannot  undertake  to  have 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1« ;  \  tbe  BiUs  m  referred  to  Select  Corn- 
to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the  I  mittees.  There  are  a  number  of  un- 
Examiners.     (No.  188.)  opposed  Bills  yet  to  be  dealt  with. 


LONDON      (ST.      MARYLEBONE) 
VISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  BILL  —  SUSPENSION  OF 
STANDING  ORDERS. 

Lord  HARRIS :  My  Lords,  in  moving 
that  the  Standing  Orders  be  dispensed 
with  in  regard  to  these  nine  Provisional 
Order  Bills,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
delay  in  the  introduction  of  the  Bills  has 
not  been  due  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  There  was  some  delay  by  the 
printer,  which,  added  bo  the  abnormal 
length  of  the  Whitsuntide  recess  and  the 
fact  that  there  was  some  opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  accounts  for  the  late 
period  at  which  the  Bills  come  up  to  your 
Lordships;  but  I  understand  that  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  has  no  objection 
to  the  Standing  Orders  being  suspended. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill. 


On  Question,  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2* 
accordingly. 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  I  have  an 
exactly  similar  motion  to  move  in  con- 
nection with  four  Irish  Bills,  and  I  hope 
the  noble  Earl  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees will  raise  no  objection. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)  Bill. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Housing  of  Working  classes) 
Bill. 

I  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
i  Orders  (Housing  of  Working  Classes) 
[     (No.  2)  Bill. 

j  Moved— "  That  the  Order  of  the  12th 
J  of  March  last,  '  That  no  Provisional  Order 
!  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
!  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  "time 
|  after  Tuesday  the  2Gth  day  of  June  next/ 
I  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be 

now  read  a  second  time." — (The  Earl  of 

Denbigh.) 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY  :  I  must  give 
the  same  answer  to  the  noble  Earl.  If 
the  Bills  are  unopposed  I  shall  make  no 

A  2 


Home  Defence— 


objection,  but  if  they  are  opposed  I  can 
not  undertake  to  have  them  considered. 

On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bills  read  2a  \ 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com-  j 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  , 
next.  ' 

I 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL  i 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL  1 
ORDERS  (No.  9)   BILL.  j 

Committed.  The  Committees  to  be  j 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL: 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No  11)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.    15)  BILL. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  To-morrow. 


{LOBDS} 
INDIA 


Military  Resomres. 


(ACCOUNTS    AND  ESTIMATES,] 
'1900-1901). 

Explanatory    memorandum    by    tk| 
Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

MINT. 

! 

1  Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  th 
l  Deputy  Master  and  Comptroller  of  the 
j  Mint,  for  1900. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 

>  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 
Twenty-fifth  Annual  Report*  1898-99; 
:  with  appendices. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  6th  July,  1900, 
granting  a  retired  allowance  to  Mr.  T.  6. 
Pinches,  first  class  assistant  at  the  British 
Museum,  under  Section  2  of  the  Super- 
annuation Act,  1887. 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure 
j  under  the   Seamen's  Fund    Winding-up 
;  Act,  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
i  1899. 


l  TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION 

Minute  of  the    Board    of 

sanctioning 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


NAVY  (COURTS-MARTIAL). 
Returns    of    the    number    of    courts 
martial  held  and  summary  punishments 


ACT,   1889. 
Education 

0   the   subjects   to    be    taught 

|  under  Clause  8  of  the  Technical  Instruc- 
tion Act,  1889,  for  the  county  borough  of 
Oldham,  seventh  minute. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (YORKSHIRE, 
WEST  RIDING). 

Order  made  by  the  County  Council  of 

the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  constituting 

|  polling  districts   and    polling   places    in 

;  the  Parliamentary  Divisions  of  Shipley, 

j  Sowerby,  and  Colne  Valley. 


r:".7", -  ,      j^aid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 

inflicted  on  seamen  of  the  Royal  iSavy,  ,  ^  ^  ordercd  tQ  ]ie  Qn  t&TMe. 


etc.,  during  the  year  1899. 

I 
SOUTH  AFRICA.  j 

Further  correspondence  relating  to 
affairs  in  South  Africa  (in  continuation  of 
[Cd.  43],  January  1900). 

RAILWAY  RETURNS. 

Return    as    to     the     capital,     traffic, 

receipts,  and  working  expenditure,  etc., 

of  the  railway  companies  of  tho  United 

Kingdom,  for  the  year  1899.  j 


QUEEN  ANNE'S  BOUNTY  BOARD. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made, 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  186.) 
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RESOURCES. 


The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  My  Lords, 
I  beg  to  gire  notice  that  on  Friday  week 
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I  shall  ask  the  Prime  Minister  the  f ollow- 
i  ing  questions — 

**  (1)  Whether  he  or  his  colleagues  have  ever 

Received  information  of  expressions  of  opinion, 

from  reliable  sources,  confirming  the  view  of 

one  of  our  Foreign  Military  Attaches,  recently 

'  •   Quoted  in  debate,  to  the  effect  that ( It  is  all- 

t    important  that  England  should  be  strong  and 

unassailable  in  the  month  of  November  next.' 

"(2)  Whether  he  is  of   opinion   that   the 

,     European  situation  is  now  less  alarming  than 

it  seemed  to  him  on  the  9th  of  May  last,  when 

he  spoke  to  the  Primrose  League  as  follows : — 

.    4It  is  not  necessarily  because  in  themselves 

r     they  are  more  important,  but   if  you    look 

around  you  will  see  that  the  elements  and 

causes  of  menace  and  peril  are,  though  slowly, 

accumulating,  and  may  accumulate  to  such  a 

point  as  to  require  our  most  earnest  and  active 

effort  to  repel  them.' 

"  (3)  Whether,  as  Prime  Minister,  responsible 
for  our  national  safety,  he  has  carefully  in- 
quired into  our  home  land  defensive  means 
and  organisation,  and  has  satisfied  himself 
that  these  are  such  as,  failing  the  fleet,  will 
render  all  attempts  at  invasion  by  any  hostile 
nation  futile  and  impossible  of  success. 

"  (4)  Whether,  if  not  satisfied  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency and  organisation  of  our  home  land 
defences,  he  will  cause  such  measures  to  be 
taken  as  will  ^ive  us  the  required  security 
against  the  possibility  of  successful  invasion  by 
any  hostile  Power." 

I  placed  on  the  Paper  of  your  Lordships' 
House  some  time  ago  a  request  for  a 
Return  which  would  give  us  all  the  parti- 
culars with  reference  to  our  defensive 
position,  but  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  declined  to 
grant  the  Return.  The  information,  how- 
ever, is  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Foreign  Embassies.  I  asked  one  of  those 
members  if  there  was  any  information  in 
the  Return  for  which  I  asked  which  he 
could  not  supply,  and  he  replied,  "  We 


the  Viceroy  of  India  which,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  puts  a  rather  im- 
proved complexion  upon  affairs,  which 
had  begun  to  assume  alarming  conditions 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  monsoon.  The 
Viceroy  telegraphed  the  day  before  yester- 
day as  follows — 

"  Heavier  and  more  general  rain  during  last 
week  in  Berar,  Central  Provinces  and  Hydera- 
bad. Rainfall  good  and  sufficient  for  present 
needs  in  Raj  put  ana.  In  Central  India  mode- 
rate general  rain  and  sowings  commenced  in 
parts.  Fair  rain  has  fallen  in  Bombay,  Deccan 
and  Khr.ndeoh.  Monsoon  is  heavy  in  Surat. 
Good  falls  are  reported  in  Kathiawar,  Broach, 
Thana.  Sufficient  rain  has  not  yet  fallen  in 
Pun j an b  for  dry  land  sowing.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  prospects  have  improved,  no  early 
diminution  of  relief  is  possible.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  figures  this  week  are  the  highest  yet 
reported.  Village  relief  and  advances  are  re- 
placing relief  works.  Condition  of  surviving 
cattle  is  deplorable  in  Western  India.  Cholera 
continues  prevalent  Bombay.  Health  Re- 
turns for  Central  Provinces  are  satisfactory. 
Number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  relief, 
6,148,000." 

RITUALISM  IN  THE  CHURCH. 
♦The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  My 
Lords,  in  rising  to  call  attention  to  the 
continued  lawlessness  in  the  Church  of 
England,  and  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
if  he  is  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Wednesday,  10th  May,  1 899 1, 1  shall  con- 
fine my  remarks  to  those  particular  cases 
in  which  the  clergy  have  not  only 
revolted  against  the  lawful  authority  of 
the  highest  Court,  but  against  the 
opinions  of  the  two  Archbishops  and  the 
moral  authority  of  their  ecclesiastical 
superiors.     I  do  not  think  that  it  would 


know  nothing,"  The  Prime  Minister,  if  I  be  desirable  that  I  should  occupy  your 
he  wishes  to  inform  himself  as  to  the  state  Lordships'  time  by  entering  at  any  length 
of  things,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  send  into  the  cases  outside  these — they  are 
this  paper  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  indeed  very  numerous — in  which  the 
War  and  get  it  filled  up.  spirit  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  spirit 

I  of    the    Protestant    settlement    is    con- 

1NDIAN  FAMINE— PRESENT  OUTLOOK,  j  tinuously  and  sedulously  broken  by  these 

Lord   SANDHURST:    My  Lords,  1 1  attending  clergymen.     I  will  confine  my- 

beg  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  the   Under 


self,  as  I  have  said,  to  cases  of  definite 


Secretary  of  State  for  India  a  question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  notice — 
namely,  whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  with  regard  to  the  mon- 
soon in  India  which  may  possibly  tend  to 
alleviate  anxiety. 

9  The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  INDIA  (The  Earl  of 
Onslow):  My  Lords,  the  Secretary  of 
State    has    received    a    telegram    from 


contempt  of  the  law  of  the  land  and  of 
episcopal  authority.  I  come  first  to  the 
question  of  incense  and  processional 
lights.  The  use  of  incense  was  condemned 
as  illegal  as  long  ago  as  1868  in  the  case 

t  The  Resolution  is  quoted  by  Lord  Salis- 
bury later  in  this  debate.  It  was  moved  as  an 
Amendment  to  the  motion  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Church  Discipline  Bill,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  McArthur.  For  the  discussion, 
see  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth  Series], 
Vol.  lxxi.,  page  231. 
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of  Martin  v.  Machonochie,  and  again  in 
the  case  of  Elphinstone  v.  Purchas. 
Processional  lights  were  declared  illegal 
in  the  Purchas  case,  but  their  use  is  still 
continued.  About  a  year  or  eighteen 
months  ago  I  called  attention  in  this 
House  to  the  proceedings  that  were 
taking  place  at  a  particular  church  in 
North  Kensington  in  respect  to  the  cere- 
monial use  of  incense  and  processional 
lights,  and  the  answer  I  then  received 


think  there  is  any  Member  of  your  Lai  I 
ships'  House  who  doubts  that  whiter*  1 
faults  people  may  suppose  to  belong  to 
him  he  is  certainly  a  man  of  strict  yufikt 
If  the  most  rev.  Prelate's  self-respect  did  I 
not  forbid  his  officially  recognising  the 
who    charged     him    with    animus  and 
partiality — for  that  is  the  meaning  of  th 
words    "your   Grace's   attempt  to  faufc 
upon  the  Church"— he  should  remember 
that  he  holds  an  office  of    the  greatest 


was  that  these  matters  had  been  relegated  i  dignity  and  subject  to  the  conditaou 
by  mutual  consent  to  the  decision  of  the  j  of  an  Established  Church  and  therefore 
two  Archbishops.*  I  will  road  to  your  j  to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  that  so  long 
Lordships  what  the  opinion  of  the  two  :  as  he  enjoys  the  advantages  of  his 
Archbishops  was.     They  said —  <  position  he  is  also  bound  by  its  limitatiou 

"  We  are  obliged  to  come  to  the  conclusion  ;  anc*  bound  to  recognise  no  law  other  than 
that  the  use  of  incense  in  the  public  worship  j  the  actual  law  which  is  the  law  of  the 
and  as  a  part  of  that  worship  is  not  at  present  j  State.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that 
enjoined  nor  permitted  by  the  law  of   the  j  j  ghould  y    QUT  Lordships'  time  by 

Church  of  England,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  1  ,      „.       ™     ?J  J  K»   •*"»  «v 

request  the  clergy  who  so  use  it  to  discontinue  !  dwelling  at  any  length  upon  the  elaborate 
that  use.  If  used  at  all  it  must  be  used  (in  :  reply  which  the  most  rev.  Prelate 
George  Herbert's  language)  to  sweeten  the  j  addressed  to  that  deputation.  The  pith 
church  and  outside  the  womhip  altogether.  ,  of  tho  whole  matter  is  contained  in  these 
It  is  obvious  at  once  that  precisely  the  same  ;  ,  i  .  i     £  .      £    . ,  , 

line  of  reasoning  U  applicable  to  the  case  of  ;  words,  which  form  part  of  the  reply, 
processions  carrying  lights  as  we  have  applied  j  Speaking  of  the  opinion  of  the  two  Arch- 
to  the  case  of  incense.  There  is  no  authority  '  bishops,  which  we  understood  was  set  up 
for  such  processions,  and  .they  are  therefore  j  to  meet  the  ^eva  of  those   who  declined 


neither  enjoined  nor  permitted/' 
After  this  opinion  of  the  two  Archbishops 
we  were  treated  to  a  very  remarkable 
lay  protest.  A  deputation  waited  upon 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  the  Archhishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  language  they  used 
in  the  memorial  they  presented  was  most 
significant  as  showing  contempt,  not  only 
for  the  law  of  the  land,  but  for  their 
ecclesiastical  superiors.  In  the  memorial 
which  they  presented  to  tho  most  rev. 
Prelate  they  made  use  of  these  words — 

"  We  as  Catholic  lay  people  will  resist  to 
the  utmost  a  precedent  which  may  lead  us  into 
a  position  (littering  but  little  from  that  against 
which  the  Church  rightly  protested  300  years 
ago.       We     protest     against    your    Grace's 


to  recognise  the  authority  of  the  Privy 
;  Council,  the  most  rev.  Prelate  said  that— 

u  Although  the  Archbishop  has  addressed 
;  these  words  to  the  whole  Province,  certainly  I 
;  am  not  going  to  admit  that  the  Aich bishop  na* 
.  not  a  right  to  address  every  clergyman  in  his 

Province— certainly  he  has  not  implied  that 
!  this  opinion  of  his  is  to  be  taken  as  a  command 

to  obey  unless  their  Bishops  enforce  it.    It  is 

left  for  the  Bishops  to  call  upon  the  clergy  to 
\  take  this  opinion  but  if  they  do  not  choose  to 

act  in  this  way  that  of  course  would  set  the 
:  clergy  in  that  diocese  pei  fectly  free  from  obedi- 
,  ence  to  that  opinion.  The  clergy  may  very 
>  fairly  say  in  that  case  '  my  bishop  does  Dot 
j  call  upon  me  to  obey  this  opinion,  therefore  L 

am  not  bound  by  it.  " 

Now,  my  Lords,  what  does  that  mean  ? 


cracy» 

we  were  led  to  suppose  that  your  ( Trace  had 
intended  to  investigate  the  question  upon  the 
principles  of  Catholic  law,  and  not  upon  the 
construction  of  the  alleged  law  of  the  State." 


attempt  to  foist  upon  the  Church  a  penal  Act  j  It  means  that,  instead  of  the  opinions  of 

of  ^swjx'^aytaR^ ;  *•  *™*»*t**F  be-g  **»  «*  * 

-  -  cognised  as  binding  morally  upon  the 
clergy,  the  words  are  practically  only  a. 
•  phrase  and  simply  carry  with  them  moral 
authority  where  and  when  a  particular 
I  wish  to  express  the  greatest  possible  !  Bishop  in  a  particular  diocese  chooses  to 
deference  and  respect  to  the  most  rev.  j  enforce  it.  I  venture  to  say  that  that 
Prelate,  but  I  do  not  think  that  he  was  [  entirely  and  absolutely  gives  away  the 
justified  in  receiving  a  deputation  that  !  whole  case  and  the  whole  reason  for  thia 
chose  to  employ  such  language  towards  !  tribunal ;  it  is  not  a  legal  tribunal,  but  it 
him.  Whatever  our  opinion  may  be  as  to  ;  was  supposed  to  have  some  moral  author- 
the  views  or  the  policy  that  may  have  been  i  ity.  The  opinion  of  the  two  Archbishops 
taken  by  the  most  rev.  Prelate,  I  do  not  \  wis  supposed  to  be,  not  their  individual 
•  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth  I  option  as  Archbishops,  but  their  opinion 
Series],  Vol.  lxix.,  page  96.  as    the    ecclesiastical    superiors    in    the 

The  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 


■.3  Ritualism  in  {16  JULY  1900} 

'Church  of  England.  I,  perhaps,  have 
■•poken  somewhat  strongly  upon  this  point, 
[lnt  I  have  not  spoken  one  word  more 
frflftrongly  than  did  the  late  Archbishop 
sJBenson.  No  doubt  many  of  your  Lord- 
Sr^kips  have  read  that  very  interesting  life 
k  which  has  been  published  of  him  by  his 
r.  ion,  and  in  that  book  you  will  find  Bishop 
'  Westcott's  recollections  of  Archbishop 
e  Benson  (Vol.  xi.,  p.  697).  Speaking  of  the 
.-  opinion  of  Archbishop  Benson,  Bishop 
i    Westcott  says — 

-  MHe  thought  the  Bishop*  were  becoming 
minister*  of  a  diocese  and  not  of  a  church. 
4  Diocesanisiu,'  he  said,  'is  a  new  form  of 
dissent,  ad  virulent  as  Congregationalism,  and 
more.'" 


the  Churdi. 
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While  I  deplore  the  language  of  the  most 
rev.    Prelate    I  still    more   deplore   the 
consequences  which  it  has  produced.  The 
Archbishops'  advice  has  been  gratefully 
accepted  by  the  sacerdotal  Bishops.     It 
was  not  likely  that  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  would  have  cared, 
even  if  such  words  had  not  been  spoken, 
to  obey  this  opinion,  for,  within  a  fort- 
night of  a  unanimous  decision  of    the 
Lambeth  Conference  forbidding  the  use  I 
of   incense    and  processional    lights    he  ! 
preached  at  what  was  advertised  as  High  | 
Mass  at  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Paddington.  | 
The  Daily  News,  speaking  of  that  service, 
said —  J 

" It  may  be  remarked  without  prejudice! 
that  anyone  who  had  witnessed  High  Mass  in  | 
a  Roman  Catholic  Church  might  well— what  i 
with  the  wearing  of  eucharistic  vestments  by  I 
the  officiating  clergy,  the  proceedings  at  the 


the  use  of  incense  to  High  Mass.  I  have 
touched  as  cursorily  as  I  could  upon  these 
various  matters.  But,  as  Mr.  Balfour 
said  in  the  other  House,  in  his  speech  on 
the  Church  Discipline  Bill,  "  What  we 
object  to,  after  all,  is  not  solely  or  mainly 
aberrations  of  ritual."  "I  think,"  he 
said,  "  that  every  member  of  the  English 
Church  has  a  right  to  have  a  service  in 
harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  Prayer- 
book."  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  one 
of  the  Bishops  that  I  see  opposite  me  this 
evening  has  called  effectively  upon  his 
clergy  to  give  up  reservation.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  one.  I  now  come  to  a 
point  which  to  my  mind  is  one  of  prin- 
ciple. The  questions  of  incense  and  pro- 
cessional lights  are  not  in  themselves 
important  ones.  They  are  only  important 
as  proving  what  I  allude  to  in  my  notice 
as  the  continued  lawlessness  in  the 
Church  of  England.  I  now  come  to  a 
very  much  more  serious  matter — one 
which  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  real 
difference  between  the  English  Church 
and  the  Church  of  Bome — I  mean  Holy 
Communion  taking  place  in  cases  in 
which  no  one  communicates  except  the 
priest.     On  this  point  the  rubric  says — 

"  And  there  shall  be  no  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  except  there  be  a  convenient 
number  to  communicate  with  the  priest,  and, 
if  there  be  not  above  twenty  persons  in  the 
parish  of  discretion  to  receive  the  communion, 
yet  there  shall  be  no  communion  except  four, 
or  three  at  least,  communicate  with  the  priest." 

The    rubric    is    definite,    distinct,    and 
absolute  on  the  point.      You  will  find 


altar,  the  bell  at  consecration,  the  ^elevation  |  exactly     the      same     teaching     running 
of  the  host,  the  lights  and  the  ceremonial  use  j  through  the  other  rubrics— 


of  incense— have  imagined  that  he  was  in  a 
Roman  place  of  worship  but  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  English  tongue  instead  of  the 
Latin." 

Since  the  opinion  of  the  Archbishops  was 
published  what  has  happened]  Why, 
incense  is  used  in  the  different  dioceses 
throughout  England  just  as  it  was  before. 
In  London  to-day  it  is  used  in  twenty-five 
churches.  At  Perivale  a  clergyman  says 
he  is  permitted  to  use  it  before  and  after 
service  with  the  Bishop's  permission  and 
"  non-ceremonial  use  "  during  the  service. 
In  the  diocese  of  Chester — I  am  quoting 

from  the  Church  Times  of  13th  October,    the  earlier  Prayer-books  have  been  quoted 
1899 — a  vicar,  acting  in  accordance  with  j  as  more  particularly  representing  the  true 
r^>a  „A*r;^ ™  ;«  *„- and  pr0Der  foundation    of  the  Catholic 


44  The  priest  shall  then  place  on  the  table  so 
much  bread  and  wine  as  he  shall  think  suffi- 
cient.  At  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the 
communion,  the  communicants  being  con- 
veniently placed  for  the  receiving  of  the  Holy 
Sacrament." 

And  again — 

"Then  the  priest  shall  say  to  them  that 
come  to  receive  the  Holy  Communion." 

And  again — 

"  Then  shall  this  general  confession  be  made 
in  the  name  of  all  them  that  are  minded  to 
receive  the  Holy  Communion." 

In  view  of  the  manner  in  which  some  of 


the  Bishop's  advice,  proposes  in  future  to 
use  incense  during  the  singing  of  the 
hymn  immediately  preceding  the  service 
of  Holy  Communion ;  and  in  the  Exeter 
Diocese  the  vicar  of  St.  John,  Sutton,  in- 
formed the  Bishop  that  he  would  confine 


faith,  it  is  curious  to  remember  that  in 
the  first  Prayer-book  of  Edward  VI.  we 
find  the  direction — 

44  Then  so  many  as  shall  be  partakers  of  the 
Holy  Communion  shall  teTT^at\llmUu&o^\x*\ 
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all  other  that  mind  not  to  receive  the  said 
Holy  Communion  shall  depart  out  of  the  quire." 

The  second  Prayer-book  of  Edward  VI. 
omitted  this,  perhaps  because  the  con- 
gregation was  no  longer  invited  to  come 
into  the  choir  to  deposit  alms  in  the  box 
which  used  to  stand  near  the  altar,  or 
perhaps  because  a  rubric  was  then  first 
introduced  directing  that  the  table  at  the 
.  time  of  the  communion  should  stand  in 
the  body  of  the  church.  Be  that  as  it 
may  the  following  words  were  added  to 
the  form  of  exhortation  to  be  said  "at 
certain  times" — 

"  As  whereas  ye  otFend  God  so  sore  in  refus- 
ing this  Holy  Banquet  I  admonish,  exhort,  and 
beseech  you  that  ye  will  not  add  any  more, 
which  thing  ye  shall  do  if  ye  stand  by 
as  gazers  and  lookers  on  them  that  do  com- 
municate, and  be  no  partakers  of  the  same 
yourselves.  For  what  thing  can  this  be 
accounted  else  than  a  further  contempt  and 
unkindness  towards  God  ?" 

With  regard  to  the  present  Prayer-book 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  in  a  charge 
delivered  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on 
21st  February  of  this  year,  said — 

"  The  point  I  wish  to  emphasise  is  that  the 
object  of  the  Church  of  England  at  the 
Reformation  was  to  turn  the  Mass  into  a  Com- 
munion. If  there  are  to  be  no  communicants 
at  mid-day,  then  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  some- 
thing which  looks  perilously  like  '  turning  the 
Communion  into  Mass/  " 

He  also  said  — 

"  It  is  this  which  creates  suspicion  and  puts 
a  hindrance  in  the  way  of  many  who  are 
honestly  trying  to  adapt  the  services  of  the 
Church  to  the  changed  circumstances  of 
modern  life." 

How  are  those  views  carried  out  in  the 
right  rev.  Prelate's  own  diocese  ?  Between 
31st  March  and  7th  May  there  were  in 
the  diocese  of  London  fifty  churches  that 
disobeyed  the  Rubric,  twenty-five  having 
midday  Communions  without  any  com- 
municants except  the  priest,  fifteen  with 
only  one  communicant,  and  ten  with  only 
two  communicants.  One  cannot  be  too 
careful  in  these  matters  to  be  able  as  one 
goes  along  to  verify  every  fact.  Of  these 
fifty  churches  that  disobey  the  Rubric  six 
were  visited  yesterday,  and  in  those  six 
churches — St.  Clement's,  City  Road  ;  St. 
Michael's,  Shoreditch ;  St.  Augustine's, 
Stepney ;  St.  Cuthbert's,  Philbeach 
Gardens ;  St.  John  the  Baptist,  Holland 
Road;  and  St.  Alban's,  Holborn — there 
were  Communions,  but  there  was  not  one 
single  communicant  except  the  priest. 
A  very  curious  thing  happened  at  St. 
Augustine's,   Stepney.     At  that   church 
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the  clergyman  took  his  sermon  fral 
the  apocryphal  book  EcclenastiaJ 
chapter  50,  verse  10,  and  said  that  si 
God's  representative  he  could  performtb] 
holy  Mass,  that  he  alone  could  i 
Christ  really  present  in  the  elements,  th*  I 
he  alone  could  give  absolution  for  sin, aril 
declared  confession  to  be  necessary.  I 
think  the  instances  I  have  quoted  i 
indicative  of  'a  very  serious  condition  d 
affairs.  But  before  I  leave  this  point  I 
cannot  omit  to  notice  a  resolution  whick 
was  passed  unanimously  by  the  membn 
of  the  English  Church  Union,  in  whick 
they,  in  precise,  clear,  and  definite  wonk, 
pronounce  their  devotion  and  adherence 
to  the  doctrine  of  transubstantdation. 
The  resolution  was  as  follows — 

"  We,  the  members  of  the  English  Chmca 
Union,  holding  fast  to  the  faith  and  teaduic 
of  the  one  Holy  Catholic  and  Apoetolie  Chun* 
— that  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
the  bread  and  wine,  through  the  operation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  become,  in  and  by  conseenv 
tion,  according  to  our  Lord's  institution,  verih 
and  indeed  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  sad 
that  Christ  our  Lord,  present  in  the  same  meet 
Holy  Sacrament  of  the  altar  under  the  form  fli 
bread  and  wine,  is  to  be  worshipped  and 
adored— desire,  in  view  of  present  circum- 
stances, to  reaffirm,  in  accordance  with  the 
teaching  of  the  Church,  our  belief  in  tide 
verity  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  to  declare 
that  we  shall  abide  by  all  such  teaching  and 
practice  as  follow  from  this  doctrine  of  the 
whole  Catholic  Church  of  Christ." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  from  those  words 
that  a  certain  body  of  self-constituted 
persons  in  the  Church  of  England  dis- 
tinctly claim  the  right  to  define  the 
doctrines  and  the  teaching  of  the  Church 
of  England.  I  do  not  speak  for  any  one 
section  of  the  Church ;  but  it  is  obvious 
that  if  any  one  section  of  the  Church  or 
body  are  permitted  with  impunity  to 
make  their  own  special  declaration  of 
what  these  doctrines  are,  and  to  give 
effect  to  them  by  particular  services, 
the  condition  of  the  Church  of 
England  must  be  anarchical,  and  that 
the  existence  of  the  established  position 
of  the  Church  of  England  must 
cease.  I  have  confined  myself  only  to 
those  points  in  which  the  offending  clergy 
have  disobeyed  both  the  law  of  the  land 
and  the  moral  authority  of  the  Archbishops, 
and  of  their  ecclesiastical  superiors.  I 
hope,  my  Lords,  that  I  have  treated 
sacred  matters — for  indeed  they  are 
sacred  matters  — with  the  reverent 
reserve  they  should  command.  But  I 
cannot  understand  the  frame  of  mind 
which  induces  men  to  claim  respect  for 
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^ftheir  position  and  to  retain  office  when 
_<hey  repudiate  all  lawful  and  moral 
-Authority.      I  do  not  fail  to  appreciate 

-  .the  devoted  lives  and  noble  self-denial  of 
^jfchese  men — their  devoted  lives  speak 
5:  With    special    force    to    many,    for    the 

•  tendency  is,  perhaps,  to  make  too  little 
^qt  personal  religion  and  to  make  the 
H-  Church  of  primary  instead  of  secondary 
l.  importance — but,   when   all  is   said,  the 

-  Church  is  not  a  club  or  an  association 
of  Christian  gentlemen  for  moral  and 
serial  improvement.  The  whole  basis  of 
the  Church  of  England  as  an  established 
Church  depends  upon  law,  and  the  clergy- 
man, unlike  those  of  any  other  Church, 
holds  his  living  as  a  freehold.  If  a 
Soman  Catholic  priest  refuses  to  submit 
to  lawful  authority  he  can  practically  be 
unfrocked,  because  he  can  be  forbidden  to 
say  Mass.  If  a  minister  of  one  of  the 
Free  Churches  refuses  to  carry  out  the 
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further  legislation  would  be  required  "  to 
maintain  the  observance  of  the  existing 
laws  of  Church  and  Realm."  Since  the 
passing  of  that  resolution  the  Bishops 
have  failed,  as  indeed,  my  Lords,  if  their 
hearts  had  been  in  it,  they  would  have 
been  bound  to  fail.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
talk  about  fatherly  advice,  but  what  is 
the  use  of  fatherly  advice  without  parental 
control  1  During  the  progress  of  the 
Church  Patronage  Bill  in  this  House  the 
noble  Marquess  suggested  that  a  fund 
should  be  applicable  to  proceedings 
against  clergy  in  cases  of  gross  disobedi- 
ence to  the  Taw.  The  most  rev.  Prelate 
said  he  never  could  agree  to  that,  because 
the  funds  were  applicable  to  the  poorer 
clergy  and  he  referred  to  the  straitened 
circumstances  of  those  clergy.  What  is 
the  position  of  the  Bishops  in  this  matter  ? 
The  Bishops  are  not  rich  men ;  they  are 
not  in  receipt  cf  incomes  which,  consider- 


conditions  under  which  his  chapel  is  held  |  ing  the  enormous  claims  upon  them,  leave 
he  is  liable  for  a  breach  of  trust,  and  also  j  any  margin.  They  cannot  institute  costly 
to  the  legal  penalties  of  the  Court  of  legal  proceedings,  and  these  clergymen 
Chancery.  I  wish  to  treat  the  Roman  i  know  that  under  the  existing  state  of  the 
Catholic  doctrines  and  faith  with  all  the  j  law  the  Bishops  have  no  coercive  power, 
respect  they  deserve.     But  Roman  Catho-  j  They,  therefore,  carry  on  their  practices 


lie  doctrines  and  practices,  without  Roman 
Catholic  discipline,  and  under  the  prestige  , 
and  protection  of  a  Protestant  Established 
Church,  is,  I  maintain,  incapable  of  either  J 
respect  or  of  apology.     Those  who  wish 


with  impunity.  But  since  the  passing  of 
the  resolution  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  Protestant  laity  have  grown  into  an 
organised  and  determined  party,  with 
just  that  touch  of  fanaticism  which  is  so 


to  see  the  law  maintained  do  not  ask  j  cond  icive,  judging  by  experience,  to 
from  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church  j  political  results  ;  although  the  war  may 
any  ideal  standard ;  they  only  ask  that  have  absorbed  the  attention  of  the 
they  shall  be  prevented  from  retaining  !  London  press  and  of  certain  classes,  the 
office  the  conditions  attached  to  which  \  middle  classes  and  the  working  men  in 


they  refuse  to  obey.  Those  conditions 
are  not  narrow  or  restricted.  The 
English  Prayer-book  is  not  inquisitorial. 
It  does  not  seek  to  define  the  spirit  or 
the  sense  in  which  the  communicants 
receive  Holy  Communion.  It  only 
stipulates  that  the  service  shall  be  per- 
formed in  a  prescribed  way.  It  is  a 
liberal  and  a  comprehensive  compromise. 
The  Prayer-book,  interpreted  by  the 
highest  tribunal  of  the  realm,  must  be 
and  can  be  the  only  basis  of  authority 
in  the  Established    Church,    and    those 


the  north  and  in  all  the  great  towns  feel 
very  deeply  upon  this  subject,  and  are 
not  prepared  to  allow  their  patriotic  zeal 
in  supporting  Her  Majesty's  Government 
against  the  enemies  of  this  country 
abroad  to  be  utilised,  if  I  may  so  express 
it,  as  a  political  expedient  for  cheating 
them  out  of  promised  legislation.  Knowing 
as  I  do  these  organisations  in  the  north, 
I  should  regret  it  if  this  matter  is  allowed 
to  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  a  responsible 
Government.  I  hope,  theiefore,  that  the 
noble  Marquess  will  be  able  to  give  some 


who  decline  to  accept  that  compromise  !  assurance  that  a  practical  measure  will  be 
ought    to    make     up    their    minds,    or  j  introduced    and    carried     through     this 

House  with  the  sole  object  of  making  the 

clergy  obey  the  law. 


ori 
have  their   minds   made    up   for    them ; 

by    others,     to    go     elsewhere.       The 

resolution  of  10th  May,  1899,  which  was 

moved  by  my  noble  and  learned  friend 

the  Master  of  the  Rolls  (Lord  Alveratone) 

admitted     that    if    the    efforts   of    the 

Bishops    were    not    speedily     effectual 


The  Lord  Archbishop  of  CANTER- 
BURY :  My  Lords,  it  is,  no  doubt,  per- 
fectly true  that  the  opinions  of  the  Arch- 
bishops,    communicated      through     the 
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Bishops  to  the  clergy,  have  not  been  so 
speedily  obeyed  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected before  those  opinions  were  given  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  remind  the 
House  that  this  is  not  the  first  time  that 
I  have  prayed  your  Lordships  to  remem- 
ber the  difficulties  of  dealing  with  such 
matters  as  these,  where  men's  consciences 
are  so  very  much  strained,  where  men 
feel  so  very  strongly,  and  where  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  for  men  to  change  the 
course  that  they  had  previously  pursued, 
and  very  difficult  indeed  for  them  to  dis- 
sever themselves  from  those  with  whom 
they  have  previously  acted.  And  I  have 
urged  before,  as  I  must  urge  again,  that 
in  such  matters  it  is  really  necessary, 
unless  you  would  do  most  serious  in- 
justice, to  be  patient  in  dealing  with 
offenders  of  this  kind,  who  are  perplexed 
by  the  position  in  which  they  find  them- 
selves, who  very  largely  indeed  really 
desire  to  obey  the  voice  of  authority,  but 
who,  at  the  same  time,  are  held  back  by 
very  natural  feelings  and  by  the  belief 
that  practices  which  they  have  pursued 
are  really  within  the  law  of  the  Church. 
The  Archbishops  gave  an  opinion  on 
the  question  of  the  use  of  incense.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  any  of  the  Bishops,  or 
the  Archbishops  themselves,  at  all  ex- 
pected that  in  every  single  instance  the 
clergymen  would  immediately  obey.  I 
do  not  suppose,  indeed,  that  the  Bishops 
expected  that  there  would  be  such  an 
approach  to  obedience  as  has  been  actually 
made.  I  confess,  and  I  said  it  before  any- 
thing of  this  sort  occurred,  that  I  expected 
that  there  would  be  some  who  would 
stand  out  against  everything  that  we 
could  say  upon  the  matter ;  and  I  urged 
that  we  ought  to  allow  time  for  what  was 
said  to  operate  on  their  minds,  and  that 
I  believed  that  if  patience  were  practised 
in  this  way  we  might  save  the  Church  of 
England  from  the  great  disaster  of  the 
disruption  of  the  whole  body.  I  repeat, 
that  the  opinions  expressed  in  regard  to 
incense  have  been  very  largely  followed. 
It  is  not  the  case  that  those  opinions  of 
the  Archbishops  have  been  disregarded 
by  the  clergy  altogether.  It  is  not  the 
case  that  they  have  been  disregarded  even 
by  a  majority  of  those  who  previously 
continued  in  this  practice.  The  great 
majority  have  already  conformed  to  what 
the  Bishops  have  urged  upon  them,  and 
this  is  exactly  what  wo  hoped.  I  have 
no  doubt  at  ail  that  in  the  course  of  time 
we  shall   succeed   in  bringing  all    these 
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clergymen     to     understand    that  wbl 
we     are    asking     them     to    do    is  til 
submit    to    the    law    of     the    Chunk 
to   which    they    belong,     and    thatu 
are  not  asking  them  to  give  up  anything 
that    is   permitted  by   that    taw.    The 
opinions  on  the  question  of  reservatioi 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  take  possessm 
of  men's  minds  in  the  same  degree.  There 
are,  I  have  no  doubt,  still  a  great  many 
who  practise  what,  in  our  judgment,  we 
pronounced  to  be  outside  the  law ;  but  we 
receive  expressions  of  opinion  on  all  hank, 
even  from  those  who  are  really  disturbed 
in  mind  upon  the  matter,  which  indicate 
that  by  giving  a  little  more  time  we  shall 
succeed  in   very  largely    altering  these 
practices  also  ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Church   if   any  violent 
means  were  used  at  the  present  time  to 
compel  obedience,  instead  of  winning  it 
by  quiet  and  steady  perseverance.    It » 
true,   of    course,   that    there    are    great 
diversities  of  opinion  in  the  Church.    It 
is  true  that  there  are  men  whose  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  Holy  Communion  go 
very  far  in  the  direction  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine.     But  even  those  who 
signed   the   declaration  which  was  pub- 
lished the  other  day  would,  as  far  as  I 
believe,   with  but  very  few    exceptions, 
repudiate  altogether  the  Roman  Catholic 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  and  would 
declare  that  they  do  not  mean   that  and 
do     not     intend     to     teach      it.     And, 
my   Lords,    it    must    always    be   borne 
in     mind     that     these     questions     are 
very   often     very    difficult     to     handle, 
and  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  mistake 
men's  moaning  when  you  are  dealing  with 
the  words  which  they  use.  The  quotations 
which  the  noble  Karl  has  given  us  seem 
very  near  to  the  Roman  doctrine — and  yet 
those  who  know  the  subject  well  can  see  & 
distinction,  and  the  distinction  is  real  and 
deep— and  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  body 
of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  do 
not  hold,  and  are  not  prepared  to   hold, 
and  will  not  hold  the  Roman  doctrine  in 
this  matter.     Further,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of    the   rubrics,    it  is   very   often   very 
difficult  now  to  do  what  would  have  been 
comparatively   easy   two    hundred  years 
ago,  when  it  was  the  practice  for  no  one 
to  come  to  the  Holy  Communion  without 
previously  giving  notice  to  the  priests  in 
I  accordance  to  the  rubric.     It  was  very 
easy    for  the  priest    to    pass  over  the 
|  occasion  when  he  found  there  was  not 
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The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  I  did 
not  refer  to  that  case.  The  case  I  referred 
to  was  that  of  Mr.  Ridsdale,  tried  by 
Lord  Penzance. 


argued. 

doubt  at  all  that  the  Church 
of  England  does  not  allow  solitary 
communion  by  the  priest,  and  wherever  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  know  of  it  I 
have  always  interfered  to  put  a  stop  to 
it.  Whenever  I  have  had  occasion  to  in- 
terfere in  this  way  I  have  always  been 
obeyed  hitherto.  I  think  I  may  fairly 
ask  your  Lordships  to  pause  a  little  in 
the  handling  of  so  serious,  delicate, 
and  difficult  a  matter.  The  Bishops,  I 
can  assure  you,  are  quite  in  earnest,  but 
they  are  bound — the  Church  at  large 
would  hold  them  to  be  bound,  I  am  quite 
sure  every  one  of  your  Lordships  on  re- 
flection would  hold  them  to  be  bound — 
to  do  their  very  utmost  in  the  way  of 
conciliation  before  recourse  is  had  to  any 
legislation  on  the  subject.     I,    for    my 


^  '-  sufficient  number  to  communicate  with 
&*i**-  But  that  practice  has  quite  passed 
^Rlt  of  use,  and  it  constantly  happens  that 
^filB  priest,  expecting  to  find  a  number  of 
Communicants  ready  to  receive  with  him,  i 
^■nds  that,  by  accident,  they  are  not  there.  |  The  Archbishop  of  CANTERBURY : 
_^|  do  not  mean  to 'deny  that  there  are  those  I  was  careful  to  note  that  fact.  I  did  not 
r^rlio  disregard  the  rubric  entirely.  The  :  say  that  the  noble  Earl  referred  to  that 
fttt»e  has  not,  as  your  Lordships  know,  |  case.  I  particularly  remarked  that  he  did 
seome  before  me  for  an  opinion.  I  have  >  not  refer  to  it,  which  I  thought  rather 
not     heard     it    argued.        I     have     no    indicated  that  he  was  a  little  afraid  of 

referring  to  it,  because  the  effect  of  that 
case  has  been  really  to  give  the  impression 
that  a  great  deal  is  authorised  in  the 
Church  of  England  which  has  not  been 
really  authorised,  although  the  inference 
is  so  exceedingly  natural.  In  that  case 
the  Privy  Council  went  to  the  utmost 
length  of  giving  liberty  to  the  teaching 
of  doctrine  which  they  themselves  ac- 
knowledge was  not  the  teaching  that 
was  naturally  to  be  drawn  from  the  for- 
mularies of  the  Church,  but  which  they 
said  they  could  not  condemn  because  the 
Church  had  nowhere  forbidden  the  hold- 
ing or  teaching  of  it.  My  Lords,  I 
certainly  believe  that  of  all  things  Parlia- 
ment could  do  there  is  hardly  anything 
which  would  be  more  disastrous  to  the 
Church  than  to  legislate  upon  the  doctrine 


part,  am  quite  ready,  in  my  own  diocese,  j  of  the  Church,  and  set  aside  such  a  decision 


to  allow  of  the  prosecution  of  any  clergy 
man  who  disregards  the  opinions 
which  I  have  expressed  in  re- 
ference to  the  matters  which  have 
been  argued  before  me,  and  let  it  go  to 
the  furthest  limit  that  it  can  go.  But  the 
noble  Earl  has  himself  pointed  out  that 
it  is  not  the  business  of  the  Bishops  to 
prosecute.  It  is  the  business  of  the 
Bishops  to  do  all  they  can  as  Fathers  in 
God  to  win  their  clergy  over  to  the  path 
marked  out  for  them  by  the  formularies 
of  the  Church.     Nor    am  I  prepared  to 


as  that  given  by  the  authority  which  the 
noble  Earl  has  again  and  again  declared 
1  to  be  the  highest  authority  for  deciding 
I  what  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  really  is. 
'  My  Lords,  I  maintain  that  whatever  we 
|  are  to  do  we  ought  at  any  rate  to  take 
i  care  that  we  do  not  narrow  the  Church  of 
'  England.  She  rests  upon  the  right  and 
!  the  duty  of  private  judgment  which 
:  requires  that  men  shall  conscientiously 
I  accept  her  teaching.  It  is  based  upon 
i  the  supposition  that  men  shall 
think  for  themselves.     You  cannot  have 


question  that,  in  many  cases,  those  who  '  a  Church  where  the  basis  is  of  this  cha- 
keep  within  the  formularies  of  the  Church,  ,  racter,  and,  at  the  same  time,  say  that 
as  interpreted  by  the  Judicial  Committee  :  divergence  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  allowed. 
of  the  Privy  Council,  still  would  be  held  j  The  one  inevitably  follows  from  the  other. 
by  the  great  majority  of  the  adherents  of  |  There  must  be  a  wide  divergence  of 
the  noble  Earl  as  altogether  offending  i  opinion  if  the  Church  of  England  is  to 
against  the  Church's  law.     It  must  not    hold  her  place.     The  great  <*<*"°;™°  in 


the  Church's  law 
be  forgotten  that  the  great  question  as  to 
the  character  of  the  Holy  Communion, 
which  was  argued  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Bennett,  of  Frome,  was  decided  in  favour 
of  refusing  to   condemn   language  of 


decisions  in 
the  Gorham  case  long  ago,  and  in  the 
Bennett  case  at  a  later  date,  marked  the 
character  of  the  supreme  tribunal  to 
which  these  matters  have  been  referred, 
and  in  both  cases  the  supreme  tribunal 


strong  nature  which  spoke  of  believing,  i  has  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  very 
and  teaching  others  to  believe,  that  the  widest  liberty  ;  and  to  say,  after 
Lord  was  Himself  present  in  the  conse-  those  decisions,  that  men  are  not  to 
crated  elements  of  the  Holy  Communion,    accept   the  liberty  thus    opened  before 
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them    is    altogether    inconsistent    with  ■ 
the    position    which  any    party  in  the 
Church  of  England  has  a  right  to  claim. 
I  believe  that,  if  you  will  leave  this  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Bishops,  in  course  of  • 
time  we  shall  be  able  so  to  deal  with  it 
as  to  keep  the  Church  of  England  one 
Church,  and  at  the  same  time  quietly  to 
get  rid  of  any  of  those  irregularities  of 
which  so  much  complaint  is  made.     In  the 
decisions  I  have  had  to  give  I  do  not  think 
anyone  can  say  that  there  has  been  any 
unwillingness   on  my  part  to  pronounce 
decidedly    where  a    decided    pronounce-  \ 
ment  seemed  to  be  my  duty ;  nor  shall  I  : 
hesitate  if  any  similar  cases  come  before  . 
me.   But  I  am  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  Prayer-book,  which  distinctly  im- 
poses upon  the  Archbishop  the  duty  of  ; 
deciding  on  these  points  of  ritual,  and,  in 
accordance  with  that  declaration  in  the 
Prayer-book,   I  have  undertaken  to  hear  ' 
such  cases  and  decide  them  to  the  best  of 
my    ability.     I    know    the   Prayer-book 
gives  me  no  power   to   coerce.     I  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  Prayer-book  does 
not  constitute  the  Archbishop  or  the  two 
Archbishops    a    court    with     power     to 
punish.     1  know  all  1  can  do  is  simply  to 
declare  what,  in  my  opinion,  having  been 
entrusted    by    the     Book    of    Common 
Prayer    with   the   duty   of    forming    an 
opinion — what,  in  my  opinion,  is  within 
the  Church's  law  or  outside  it ;  and  you 
may  depend  upon  it  that  the  Bishops  will 
not  shrink  from  their  duty  in  this  matter. 
The  noble  Earl  complained  that  I  spoke 
to  a  deputation  that  waited  upon  me  as  if 
I  had  not  the  power  to  give  directions  to 
clergy  outside  my  own  diocese.     I  did  so 
because  it  is  the  law.     The  clergy  outside 
my  diocese  are  responsible  to  their  own 
Bishops,  and  it  certainly  would  not  be 
within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  an 
Archbishop  to  step  in  between  a  Bishop 
and  his  clergy  and  to  give  orders  which 
they   are   to   obey,  whether   the  Bishop 
required   it    or    not.     I   have    carefully 
kept     within    the    law.       It     may     be 
that,     in      my     desire      to    conciliate, 
some  may  think  I  did  wrong.     The  noble 
Earl  thinks   I  did  wrong  in  listening  to 
the  deputation  at  all,  inasmuch  as  they 
used  language  which,  perhaps,  was  hardly 
consistent  with  their  position  and  with 
my  position.     But,  my  Lords,  whatever  I 
might  think  of  the  language  they  used,  I 
thought  that  to  receive  them  and  explain 
to  them  anything  that  wanted  explaining 
was  part  of    that   conciliation  which  I 
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believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  practise. 
will  only  add  to  all  this  that  lama 
fident  that  if  Parliament  will  allow 
to  deal  with  this  matter  as  Bishop 
the  Church  we  shall  be  able  to 
quietly  but  perhaps  not  so  rapidly  al 
many  would  desire,  all  -that  it  u  rum 
necessary  should  be  done.  With  w 
assurance  to  your  Lordships,  I  can  m\ 
hope  that  the  noble  Marquess  will 
hold  out  anything  whicb  will  make  it 
more  difficult  than  it  is  at  present  to 
deal  with  those  who  are  good  men,  coa> 
scientious  men,  and  devoted  men,  ui, 
although  they  are  mistaken  men,  yet 
deserve  that  kind  of  handling  whft 
ought  to  be  given  to  men  of  such  higk 
religious  character  and  of  such  devoid 
service. 

The   Earl  of  CRANBROOK:  My 

Lords,  may  I  be  permitted,  as  a  loyal  and 
obedient  son  of  the  Church,  who  is  not  a 
member  of    any  association,     union,  or 
league,    to    say  a    few    words    on   this 
question  1    Last  year  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  joining  in  an  address  to  the 
Bishops  begging  them  to  use  their  fatherly 
counsel  with  a  view  to  bringing  to  an  end 
the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  the 
Church,    and  I  have  to  thank  the   two 
Archbishops  for  the  care,  diligence,  and 
skill  with  which  they  discharged  the  doty 
which  the  Prayer-book  imposes  upon  them 
in  this  connection.     No  one,  I  think,  can 
doubt  that  the  conclusions  at  which  they 
have   arrived  are  correct  in   acsordance 
with  the  teaching  of  the  rubrics  of  the 
Book  of    Common  Prayer.     It    is  very 
;  easy  when  people  are  trying  patiently  to 
:  undo  a  knot,  and  are  doing  it  with  a  view 
to  the  saving  and    continuance,    so    to 
speak,  of  the  string,  to  rush  in  and  say— 
.  "  Take  my  knife,  cut  this  knot,  and  bring 
this  thing  to  an  end."      We  have   had 
experience    from    the    Public   Worship 
;  Act  and  from  other  Acts  that  you  do  not 
;  so  easily  and  so  speedily  cut  the  knot  as 
:  you  suppose.     For  my  part  I  am  quite 
:  ready  to  hand  over  to  the  Bishops  that  for 
which  they  are  responsible.  These  societies 
,  of  which  the  noble  Earl  has  spoken  do 
;  not  represent  the  great  body  of  the  laity 
;  of  the  Church  of  England.     The  Church 
1  of  England  is  doing  a  great  work,  and  a 
;  work  which    no    one  who   is    not  well 
acquainted  with  it  can  imagine.     It  was 
:  shown  in  the  official   year -book  of    the 
!  Church  of  England  that  last  year  over 
i  £7,000,000  was  raised  for  the  purposes  of 
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Church ;  and  while  all  this  is  going 
;  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  prove  that 
are  is  a  great  crisis  in  the  Church.  The 
kurch  Missionary  Society  has "  done 
ificent  work  the  world  over,  and  one 
not  but  regret  that  this  debate  is 
ag  place  at  a  time  when  we  hear  of 
at  inhuman  proceedings  in  China  in 
ich  missionaries  of  the  Church  of 
and  have  suffered.  I  am  sure  my 
ttode  friends  who  are  members  of  the 
Xtoman  Catholic  Church  will  not  feel  that 
I  am  saying  anything  against  them  or 
&heir  creed  when  I  say  that  the  religion 
.Off  the  Church  of  England  is,  after  all,  a 
reformed  Catholic  religion;  and  the 
attempt — if  anyone  is  making  the  attempt 
— absolutely  to  reconcile  the  two  is 
wholly  impossible  of  success.  Although 
Archbishop  Tait  was  largely  instrumental 
in  carrying  the  Public  Worship  Act,  how 
did  he  proceed  in  his  later  years  1  Was 
lie  so  desirous  of  rushing  into  litigation, 
or  of  letting  those  under  him  rush  into 
litigation  ?  We  know  that  in  order  to 
see  the  work  that  was  being  carried  on  he 
visited  one  parish  where  very  extreme 
views  were  adopted.  He  found  that  the 
people  were  calling  the  priest  "  Father," 
and  were  living  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  he  had  enjoined  upon  them, 
and  he  would  not  allow  a  prosecution. 
Can  it  be  wondered  at  that  when  the 
Bishops  see  the  enormous  good  that  is 
being  done  in  many  of  these  cases  they 
endeavour  to  conciliate  rather  than  rush 
into  court  ?  I  pray  your  Lordships  not 
to  listen  to  any  idea  of  bringing  about 
fresh  complications  by  new  courts  and 
new  proceedings,  or  of  the  introduction  of 
Bills  which  will  create  confusion,  difficul- 
ties, and  complications,  the  extent  of 
which  it  is  hardly  possible  to  imagine. 
Let  us  leave  the  matter  to  those  whom  we 
have  put  in  authority.  Let  us  all,  and 
especially  the  clergy,  bind  ourselves  to 
submit  to  the  law  we  have  undertaken  to 
support. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SEC- 
RETARY of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
My  Lords,  I  should  not  have  ventured  to 
intervene  in  this  debate  if  the  noble  Lord 
had  not  put  my  name  in  his  question.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  reference  which  he 
has  made  is  one  of  a  very  unusual  and 
inconvenient  character.  The  resolution 
to  which  he  refers  was  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons,    and    he    asks    us 


whether  we  are  going  to  put  it  into  effect. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  be  very  much  obliged  to  the 
noble  Earl  for  the  lifting  hand  which  he 
has  given  to  it,  but  I  think  the  House  of 
Commons  is  quite  capable  of  looking  after 
its  own  affairs.  If  this  resolution  is,  as 
he  thinks,  a  pledge  for  future  legislation, 
he  may  be  quite  certain  that  in  that 
House  men  will  be  found  who  will  press 
that  necessity.  The  resolution  is  as 
follows — 

"  That  this  House,  while  not  prepared  to 
accept  a  measure  which  creates  fresh  offences 
and  ignores  the  authority  of  the  Bishops  in 
maintaining  discipline  in  the  Church,  is  of 
opinion  that  if  the  efforts  now  being  made  by 
the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  to  secure  due 
discipline  are  not  speedily  effectual  further 
legislation  will  be  required  to  obtain  the  obser- 
vance of  the  existing  law  of  the  Church  and 
Realm." 

I  understand  the  noble  Earl  to  contend 
that  the  contingency  foreseen  by  the  reso- 
lution has  occurred,  and  that  the  measures 
of  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  to  secure 
the  obedience  of  the  clergy  are  not 
effectual.  It  all  depends  upon  the  defi- 
nition of  that  word  "speedily."  This 
resolution  was  passed  in  the  May  of  last 
year.  The  time  has  been  occupied  since 
then  by  the  Archbishops  in  determining 
two  or  three  of  the  most  burning  ques- 
tions which  separate  members  of  the 
Church;  and  it  is  physically  impossible 
that  the  alteration  of  practices  which  the 
authors  of  this  resolution  had  in  view- 
should  have  taken  place  at  so  early  a 
date.  I  have  gladly  asked  the  Arch- 
bishop to  take  the  first  place  in  the 
debate,  because  I  not  only  demur  to  the 
particular  form  which  the  noble  Earl  has. 
selected,  but  also  because  I  do  not  admit 
that  the  secular  and  political  authority 
is  the  kind  of  authority  which  deals  most 
fitly  with  such  a  matter  as  this.  We 
have  heard  the  most  eloquent  and 
the  most  instructive  language  of 
the  most  rev.  Prelate,  and  it  is 
upon  him  that  the  responsibility 
falls  of  inducing  his  clergy  to  obey  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  law  of  the  Church 
of  England.  It  is  certainly  not  a  matter 
of  political  jurisdiction^  and  I  should 
very  much  deplore  the  day  on  which  our 
separations  in  political  matters  should 
be  in  any  degree  reflected  in  our  manner 
of  proceeding  in  reference  to  matters  of 
conflict  in  the  Church.  I  cannot  imagine 
anything  that  would  be  more  injurious- 
to  our  politics,  or  more  corrupting  to-  our 
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religion-  That  being  the  case,  how  are 
we  to  determine  the  meaning  of  this 
word  "  speedily  "  ?  How  are  we  to  de- 
termine whether  the  efforts  of  the  Arch- 
bishops and  Bishops  have  or  have  not 
been  effectual  during  the  twelve  or  thir- 
teen months  in  which  they  have  been 
applied?  The  first  consideration  that 
suggests  itself  to  me  is  that,  their  testi- 
mony is  a  most  essential  point.  Do 
they  tell  us  that  their  efforts  have  not 
been  effectual  ?  You  have  listened  to 
the  most  rev.  Prelate.  He  tells  you  that 
on  the  first  question  raised  he  has  had  a 
large  and  an  increasing  measure  of  success  ; 
and  he  does  not  doubt  that  on  the  other 
questions,  which  have  been  considered  at 
a  later  date,  he  shall  be  quite  as  success- 
ful in  his  endeavour  to  induce  the  clergy 
to  accept  his  persuasive  ruling.  It  is  of 
no  use  concealing  from  yourselves  this 
fact,  that  cither  you  must  provide 
machinery  and  agents  which  can  persuade 
the  clergy  to  obey,  or  you  mast  under- 
take the  effort  of  forcing  them  by  all  the 
mechanism  that  litigation  can  place  at 
vour  command.  It  is  needless  to  point, 
out  to  you  how  much  bitterness,  how  : 
much  danger  to  the  Church  of  England  i 
any  undue  encouragement  of  litigation  j 
would  cause.  But  it  is  not  only  that.  ^  It  | 
is  an  ineffectual  process.  The  noble  Earl 
denounced  with  great  effectiveness  the 
protest  made  by  the  English  Church 
"Union.  I  am  not  here  to  praise  or 
to  blame  that  utterance.  In  fact,  I 
am  afraid  I  have  not  read  it.  But 
be  it  good  or  be  it  bad  your  legislation 
would  be  utterly  powerless  in  the  matter. 
Any  number  of  gentlemen  may  gather 
together  and  call  themselves  the  English 
Church  Union,  and  may  pass  resolutions  on 
•any  subject,  human  or  divine,  and  there 
is  nothing  in  our  law  or  Constitution  to 
hinder  them.  So  it  is  with  many 
other  matters.     I  hear  a  great  denuncia- ; 

tion    of    the    Confessional I    have    ex- ; 

pressed  my  opinion  on   more   than    one  ■ 
•occasion  in  this  House  upon  that  question 

but  you  cannot  stop  it  by  legislation.  : 

If  A  tells  Ins  secrets  to  I>,  nothing  you  ; 
can  put  in  the  Statute-book  would  give  j 
the  slightest  hope  of  preventing  him  from  \ 
doiii"  it.  If  y<>11  trust  to  litigation  yon  \ 
have  a  very  poor  prospect  bef on;  you.  It  j 
will  lead  to  a  very  stormy  time.  Many  j 
•evil  passions  will  be  aroused  :  many  good  ; 
works  will  be  stopped,  and  much  com-  j 
billed  effort  for  the  advancement  of  the  J 
•community  in  morality  and  religion  will  I 
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be  arrested.  If  you  depend  on  tirii 
gation,  that  must  be  the  fate 
will  meet,  and  therefore  it  is 
I  am  in  favour  not  of  giving 
the  adverb  "  speedily "  an  intent 
tion  which  is  absurdly  violent,  as 
noble  Earl  has  done.  I  should 
strain  the  matter  in  the  opposite 
tion,  and  exercise  the  utmost 
patience,  in  order  that  by  pereuuw,] 
and  by  all  arts  other  than  those  *m 
depend  upon  litigation,  the  Bishops  migk 
gradually  induce  those  of  the  clergy  wb 
have  shown  themselves  unreasonable  ■ 
recalcitrant  to  conform  to  the 
spirit  and  the  general  formularies  of  tk 
Church  of  England.  I  have  no  doak 
that  they  will  succeed.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  suae* 
will  be  seriously  marred  if  you  attempt 
by  the  rough  processes  of  litigation,  to 
interfere  with  their  action.  It  would  Ik 
undoing  their  work.  But  U  you  accept 
the  belief,  which  is  sustained  by  all  that 
they  tell  us  of  the  consequences  of  the 
action  which  they  are  taking,  I  think 
everything  in  our  past  history  and  present 
experiences  points  to  the  fact  that  we 
shall  reach  without  danger  and  without 
any  foraiidable  disturbance  a  period  of 
calm  find  progressive  utility  in  the  work 
of  the  Church  of  England. 

ViscorxT  HALIFAX  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  no  desire  to  prolong  the  discussion, 
but  after  what  has  been  said  I  do  not 
think  I  ought  to  be  altogether  silent.  It 
would  be  wasting  your  Lordships'  time  to 
comment  in  any  detail  on  the  different 
statements  made  by  the  noble  Earl  who 
is  responsible  for  this  discussion.  It  is 
easy  to  make  such  statements  if  you 
assume  all  the  questions  in  dispute. 
Everyone  is  agreed  that  the  law  ought  to 
be  ol>eyed ;  the  difficulty  arises  when 
there  is  grave  doubt  what  the  law  is. 
The  noble  Earl  used  at  one  time  to  have 
some  acquaintance  with  one  who  was  then 
amongst  tin'  most  distinguished  clergy- 
men in  the  Church  of  England.  No  man 
could  insist  more  strongly  than  Canon 
Liddon  on  the  duty  of  obedience 
to  the  legitimate  exercise  of  ecclesi- 
astical authority,  but  the  noble  Earl 
knows,  as  well  as  I  do,  that  Canon 
Liddon,  as,  indeed,  he  showed  by  his  own 
conduct,  would  have  rejected  decisively 
the  assumptions  and  the  conclusions 
founded  on  those  assumptions  which 
make   up  the  greater  part  of  the  noble 
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1*8  speech.  It  is  not  difficult  to  pro 
.  an  ideal  regard  for  law  in  the  case 
others  which  is  by  no  means  so 
ent  in  ourselves,  but  I  think  it  is 
a  shock  to  discover  that  those 
rho  are  so  rigorous  on  precept  and 
ere  on  chastisement  are  themselves 
Bntably  deficient  in  practice.  I  would 
the  noble  Earl  whether  it  accords 
th  any  very  genuine  regard  for  law 
religion  to  be  associated  with  robbers 
churches,  and  those  who  are  rcspon- 
ible  for  the  mutilation  of  the  monuments 
1  <rf  the  dead  and  the  disturbance  of 
^divine  service.     For  myself,  I  think    I 

-  should  distrust  a  cause  which   numbers 
persons    of    that     description     amongst 

-  its     supporters.     These,     however,     are 
personal     matters.     The     question     is, 
what  is  the  real  value  of  the  assertions  of 
lawlessness    or    disregard    of    Episcopal 
authority  that   have   been  made  in  the 
course   of    this    discussion  ?      Sweeping 
statements  as  to  general  disobedience  and 
lawlessness  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
but  they  do  not  do  much  to  promote  an 
equitable  judgment.     I  would  invite  your 
Lordships  to  come  to  particulars.      As 
some  of  your  Lordships  may,  perhaps,  be 
aware,  I  have  recently  been  engaged  in 
an    attempt    to    get    representatives   of 
various  opinions  in  the  Church  to  meet 
together  in  order  to  see  if  the  differences 
which  divide  them  are  really  as  great  as 
they   seem,   and   whether   a  grea:   deal 
might  not  be  done  by  mutual  explanation 
to  mitigate  these  differences,  if  not  to  re- 
move them.     I  made  a  similar  attempt  in 
1874,     when    we   had  another  of  these 
periodical   crises   in  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
which  make  a  stir  at  the  time,  but  which 
leave  so  little  trace  behind  thera.     It  was 
at   the  time   when   the  Public  Worship 
Regulation  Act  was  being  passed  by  the 
somewhat  humo-ous  combination,  if  you 
come  to  think  of  it,  of  Lord  Beaconsfield 
and  Sir   William   Harcourt,    Archbishop 
Tait  and  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury.    It  was 
a  combination  of  very  distinguished  and 
remarkable  men,  but  it  was  also  one  which 
shows  that  distinguished  and  remarkable 
men  may  sometimes  make  mistakes.  That 
Act,  like  the  Bills  which  have  recently 
emanated  from  Liverpool,  and  like  the 
motion  of  the  noble  Earl,  was  ostensibly 
brought  forward  only  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  what  was  assumed  to   be  the 
of  the  Church.     It  was  pointed  out  that 
this  was  by  no  means  a  complete  account 
of  the  measure,  that  it  was  in   reality  a 


measure  directed   against  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  entire  Oxford  Movement, 
and  that  if  it  passed  it  would  either  be 
practically  inoperative,  or  productive  of 
very   serious    mischief.       Those   remon- 
strances    were     not    listened     to,     the 
Bill     was    passed,      and     the      alleged 
illegalities      of      Canon      Liddon     and 
others  were  adduced  as  a  reason  for  de- 
clining all  the  proposals  for  a  conference 
in  the  interest   of    peace   and  a   better 
understanding.      What  was   the   result? 
Several  clergymen  were  sent  to  prison — 
one  was  shut  up  in  Lancaster  Castle  for 
nearly  two  years — at  the  instigation  not 
of  any  aggrieved  parishioner,  but  of  out- 
siders ;    in    one    case    of     outsiders    of 
notoriously   bad   character.      Eventually 
the  very  court,  disregard  of  whose  de- 
cisions had   constituted   the    offence  for 
which  these  clergymen  were  imprisoned, 
discovered  that   the   matters   for   which 
they    had     been    sent  to    prison    were 
almost  all   of  them  not  offences  at  all, 
but  matters  covered  by  and  in  harmony 
with    the     directions    of     the     Prayer- 
book.      Is    there    no   lesson    very  appli- 
cable   to    present    circumstances    here? 
Practices  which   were  said  to   make  the 
Public  Worship  Regulation  Act  necessary 
and  a  conference  impossible  have  turned 
out  to  be  justified  by  the   Prayer-book 
!  after  all.     Is  it  not  extremely  probable 
j  that  the  practices  which  the  noble  Earl 
!  alleges  as  a  reason  for  his  motion,  and  for 
!  the  agitation  which  he  thinks  it  his  duty 
|  to  promote,  may  also  eventually  be  found 
1  to  be  in  harmony  with  the   Prayer-book 
and  the  teaching  of   the   Church  of  Eng- 
1  land  ?     Sir  John  Kennaway,  whom  1  am 
I  proud  to  call  a  friend  of  mine,    evidently 
I  thinks  so,  and  his  opinion  is  entitled  to 
I  consideration.     Only  last  year,  in  a  dis- 
I  cussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  this 
j  very  subject,  he  pointed  out  what  diffi- 
•  cult:es  the  authors  of  the  Liverpool   Bills 
|  might  be   preparing  for   themselves  by 
i  their    proposed    legislation.        But,    my 
:  Lords,  tho    noble  Earl  will  perhaps  say 
j  that   he   has    not    been     talking    about 
courts,  but   about   Bishops,    that    it    is 
not  disobedience    to    the  Judicial  Com 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council  that  he  com- 
plains of,  but  disregard  to  the  injunctions 
and  opinions  of  the  Episcopate.      Now, 
my  Lords,  whatever  may  be  the  force  of 
this  appeal  in  itself,  it  is  one  which  in  the 
mouth  of  the  noble  Earl  and  his  friends 
is  strangely  out  of  place.     To  begin  with 
it  is  not  to  the  Bishops  as  such  that  the 
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noble  Earl  and  his  friends  proclaim  the 
duty  of  obedience.  It  is  to  Bishops  only 
so  long  as  they  enforce  particular  deci- 
sions of  particular  courts  to  whom, 
according  to  the  noble  Earl  and  his 
friends,  any  obedience  is  due.  You  have 
only  to  read  the  organs  in  the  Press 
which  support  the  noble  Earl,  and  the 
policy  which  is  becoming  associated  with 
his  name,  to  see  the  amount  of  respect 
which  he  and  his  friends  really  have  for  the 
Episcopate.  I  was  present  not  long  ago  at 
one  of  those  large  meetings  in  the  Albert 
Hall,  largely  made  up  of  members  of 
different  Nonconformist  societies,  over 
which  the  noble  Earl  is  in  the  habit  of 
presiding,  and  if  I  heard  a  great  deal  of 
fault  found  with  myself,  I  was  able  to 
console  myself  with  the  reflection  that  a 
great  deal  more  fault  was  found  with  the 
bishops.  Only  last  Friday  the  chief 
organ  of  the  party  represented  by  the 
noble  Earl,  and  which  always  gives  every 
prominence  to  anything  which  either  he 
or  Mr.  Kensit  may  say  or  do,  stated 
that  no  good  could  be  done  till  Parlia- 
ment had  purged  the  present  Episcopal 
Bench  of  half  of  its  present  occupants. 
We  have  heard  of  the  application  of 
Colonel  Pride's  purge  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  Now  it  appears  we  are  to  have 
a  similar  purge,  only  associated  with  the 
noble  Earl's  name,  applied  to  a  section  of 
your  Lordships'  House.  Advocates  of 
such  measures  can  hardly  claim  to  be 
ardent  supporters  of  the  Episcopate,  but 
though  I  find  it  impossible  to  take  the 
noble  Earl  seriously  when  he  professes  a 
scrupulous  regard  for  Episcopal  and 
Ecclesiastical  authority,  there  are  others 
who  have  recently  been  speaking  of  the 
obedience  due  to  Bishops  whose  utterances 
on  the  subject  of  obedience  to  Episcopal 
authority  are  entitled  to  every  respect. 
For  example,  the  Dean  of  Windsor,  whom 
to  know  is  to  respect,  the  other  day,  in  his 
place  in  Convocation,  seemed  to  proclaim 
the  duty  of  absolute  obedience  to  the 
Episcopate  under  all  circumstances  and 
without  any  qualification.  "Those,"  he 
said,  "  who  had  promised  to  obey  their 
spiritual  rulers  could  not  be  ab- 
solved from  that  promise  by  any 
view  they  might  take  as  to 
what  was  the  Catholic  Faith."  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  think  statements  of  this  sort 
require  examination.  I  think  their  adop- 
tion would  have  landed  us  in  not  incon- 
siderable difficulties  in  the  past,  and  would 
land  us  in  no  inconsiderable  difficulties  in 
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the  present  and  future.     To  begin  viftj 
it  is  quite  obvious  that  if  they  had  W] 
always  accepted   they  would  have 
the  Reformation  in  England  impossbk 
In  the  next  place,  what  would  thev  km] 
led  to  in  our  own  experience  t    ftot  ■ 
very  long  ago  a  Bishop — and  a  veiy<hV 
tinguished  Bishop  too,  both  as  a  schok 
and  a  schoolmaster — threatened  to  suspai 
the  licence  of  any  curate  who  preached  a 
a  surplice.     The  Bishop  of  Winchester  of 
the  day    for    sixteen   years   refused  to 
ordain  Mr.  Keble's  curate  for  teaching  it 
regard   to   the  Eucharist,  what  I  should 
doubt  if  a  single  Bishop  on  the  bench  would 
venture  to  dispute  now.   My  Lords,  there 
is  no  authority  in  the  world,  even  the 
most  spiritual,  which  is   not  limited,  and 
to  talk  of  the  absolute  duty  of  obedience 
to  Bishops  or  to  anyone  else,  without  anr 
regard  to  the  nature   of    the  command) 
given,  appears  to  me  to  be  opposed  to  all 
the    principles    of    right    reason,    sound 
theology,  and  altogether  contrary  to  that 
spirit  of  rightful  liberty  and  independence 
which     characterises     Englishmen.     In 
another  communion  the  assertion  is  some- 
times attempted  that  no  one  is  to  criticise 
anything  any  Bishop   may   say   on  auj 
question  touching  faith  or  morals,  but  it 
is  a  principle  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to 
see  adopted  amongst*  ourselves  ;  and  yet, 
my   Lords,   we   hear  things    said  about 
Episcopal  authority  which  show  that  there 
is  some  danger  of  it.     Only  the  other  day 
I    was    told    by    a    most    distinguished 
member  of   the  London  press — a  great 
Radical,    by     the     bye — that    the     real 
object  of  the  Bishops'  seats  in  the  House 
of  Lords  was  that  they  should  be  able  to 
tell  your  Lordships  what  were  the  moral 
aspects  of  such  a  war  as  that  now  teing 
waged  in  South  Africa,  and  to  direct  us 
to    right    conclusions     on    the    subject. 
Again,    only   last   week   a   distinguished 
member  of  the  Canterbury  Convocation 
declared  —I  do  not  remember  his   exact 
words,  but  this  was  the  effect  of  them — 
that  it  was  an  indecency  for  a  combina- 
tion of  laity  and  clergy  to  state  in  regard 
to  existing  controversies  what  they  had 
always  been  taught,  and  what  they  be- 
lieve.    I  can  only  say  that  I  cannot  agree 
with  such   opinions.      I    think   the   lay 
members  of  your  Lordships'  House  are 
quite  as  well  qualified  as  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury   himself  to  judge  of  the 
moral    aspects    of     this    or    any    other 
war,    and    I    also    think    it   a    strange 
way      of     encouraging    an      intelligent 
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nterest  in  Church  matters  amongst  the  j  appellant,  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire.     But 

y,  which  is  said  to  be  so  desirable,  to  !  if  the  archbishops  and  bishops  decline  to 

them  that  they  are  on  no  account  to  I  make  any  such  statements,  if  they  know, 

nunc  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  their  i  as  they  do,  that  such  a  statement  cannot 

ith.     Though  it  is  quite  true  that  the  |  be  made,  then,  my  Lords,  let  us  at  least 


liops  and  the  synods  of  the  Church  are 
leed  the  guardians  of  the  faith  and 
ice  of  the  Church,  I  do  not  know 
%t  their  spiritual  office  gives  them  any 
rial  qualification  for  the  interpretation 
Acts  of  Parliament,  even  if  those  Acts 
>  Acts  of  uniformity.  Upon  such  sub- 
cts  we  are  all  entitled  to  our  own 
ions.  This  brings  me  to  the  question 
the  recent  declaration  on  Eucharistic 
ioctrine,  which,  amongst  other  things,  is, 
I  am  aware,  responsible  for  much  that  has 
been  said  to-day.  Now,  my  Lords,  that 
declaration  is  theologically  identical  with 
the  statements  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Pusey  for 
Mr.  Bennett  when  the  latter  was  prose 
cuted  by  the  party  which  is  represented 
by  the  noble  Earl  who  introduced  this 
discussion.  As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  did  not  venture  to  say  that  that 
statement  was  inconsistent  with  the  for- 
mularies of  the  Church  of  England.  Does 
the  noble  Earl  accept  that  decision  of  the 


hear  no  more  of  these  charges  of  dis- 
obedience, false  doctrine,  and  disloyalty 
to  the  Church  that  give  their  only  point 
to  the  speeches  we  have  heard  to-night. 
There  is  one  other  matter  in  connection 
with  these  accusations  of  lawlessness  with 
which  I  must  trouble  your  Lordships. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack, the  other  day,  compared  the  conduct 
of  those  who  thought  it  their  duty  to 
allege  an  impediment  at  the  solemni- 
sation of  the  marriage  of  divorced  per- 
sons in  church  with  that  of  those  who 
rendered  themselves  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  robbing  churches  and  de- 
facing monuments.  I  think  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  said  that  the  one  class 
of  persons  were  as  much  guilty  of  illegal 
brawling  and  indecent  conduct  as  the 
other.  It  would  be  the  height  of  pre- 
sumption in  a  layman  unlearned  in  the 
law  to  differ  on  a  legal  matter  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  but  what  is 
such  a  layman   to  do  when  great  jegal 
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he  does,  how  does  he  justify  all  that  he 
and  his  friends  go  about  the  country 
saying  of  the  disloyalty  and  faithless- 
ness to  solemn  obligations  of  such  as  my- 
self and  others?  If  he  does 
does  he  differ,  on  his  own 
from  those  who,  like  myself, 
unable  to  recognise  the  competency 
of  a  court  like  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee to  declare  the  doctrine  and 
the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England  1 
So  far  as  the  noble  Earl  is  concerned  I 
might  stop  here,  but  I  have  no  wish  to 
shelter  myself  under  any  technicalities. 
The  Bishops  and  the  synods  are  the  real 
guardians  of  the  faith  of  the  Church. 
Will  the  Archbishops  and  the  Bishops 
collectively  say  that  the  Declaration,  for 
the  issuing  of  which  I  am,  no  doubt,  to 
some  extent  responsible,  is  inconsistent 
with  that  Catholic  belief  which  we  profess 
every  time  we  recite  the  Creeds  ?  If  they 
will  say  so  clearly  and  unmistakably,  and 
with  all  due  formality,  they  will  certainly 
relieve  themselves  from  any  future  trouble 
at  the  hands  of  the  so-called  Ritualists. 
As  f'-ir  as  they  are  concerned  there 
will  then  be  peace.  Whether  it 
will  be  that  .->ort  of  peace  of  which  it 
was     said,     Solitiulineni     facinnt,     p<uu>m 
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Lordships  have  recently  welcomed  into 
this  House  the  very  distinguished  lawyer 
who  is  now  Master  of  the  Rolls.  Lord 
Alverstone,  when  Sir  Richard  Webster, 
not,  how  !  was  formally  consulted  some  time  ago  on 
showing,  j  the  point  in  question,  and  gave  his  formal 
opinion — the  opinion  is  dated  27th  May, 
1895— as  follows— 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  lawful  for  any 
person  present  in  church  ....  to  allege  in 
response  to  the  invitation  of  the  priest  any 
fact  which  he  .  .  .  l>elieves,  and  has 
reasonable  ground  for  believing  to  be  a  just 
cause  or  impediment  to  the  marriage  either  by 
God's  law  or  by  the  law  of  the  Realm."       • 

I  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  except 
that  if  Lord  Alverstone's  opinion  cannot 
be  contradicted  there  is  all  the  difference 
in  the  world  between  an  act  which  is  not 
illegal,  which  is  not  a  statutable  offence, 
and  which  is  provided  for  by  the  rubrics, 
and  one  which,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor 
told  your  Lordships  the  other  day,  sub- 
jects the  perpetrators  of  it  to  imprison- 
ment for  three  months.  My  Lords, 
f  will  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
the  policy  advocated  by  the  noble 
Earl  who  has  provoked  the  discus- 
sion is  a  policy  which,  on  the  showing  of 
those  responsible  for  it,  cannot  rely  on  a 
sufficient    support     of    members    of    the 
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Church,  but  has  to  depend  on  the  support 
of  the  Nonconformist  bodies  who  are 
already  making  it  a  condition  of  their 
political  support  that  the  disestablishment 
of  the  Church  shall  be  an  open  question. 
It  is  the  policy  of  a  party  which  seems 
incapable  of  ever  learning  anything  by 
experience,  which  cannot  rise  above  the 
most  antiquated  prejudices  and  the  most 
illiberal  opinions.  It  is  the  policy  of  the 
party  who  opposed  Roman  Catholic 
emancipation  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to 
do  so.  It  is  the  policy  of  those  who  now 
are  unwilling  to  do  justice  to  Roman 
Catholic  claims  in  Ireland  in  regard  to 
university  education,  who  have  always 
opposed,  and  who  oppose  now  the  repeal 
of  those  antiquated  and  illiberal  religious 
disabilities  imposed  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England,  which  in  the  press  laments  over 
the  number  of  Roman  Catholic  officers 
serving  in  South  Africa,  and  which  the 
other  day  ventured  to  find  fault  with 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  for  visiting 
Roman  Catholic  convents  and  charitable 
institutions  in  Ireland.  It  is  the  party 
whose  members  in  Liverpool  are  known 
as  those  who  abuse  the  Pope  and  do  not 
go  to  church.  It  is  the  party  of  religious 
-exclusion  and  persecution.  It  is  the 
party  which  has  not  the  wit  to  see  that 
religious  belief,  and  the  practices  which 
flow  from  religious  belief,  can  never  be 
put  down  by  coercion,  and  that  as  things 
are,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  the  choice 
lies  between  a  wise  and  a  large  toleration, 
honestly  accepted  in  the  hope  that  at  some 
future  time  it  may  lead,  as  a  generous 
toleration  always  does,  to  a  greater  mea- 
sure of  agreement,  or  such  drastic  measures 
as  are  either  bound  to  fail,  or,  if  they 
should  succeed,  must  necessarily  destroy 
the  great  and  unrivalled  opportunities  for 
.good  opening  out  before  the  Church  of 
England,  and  inevitably  lead  to  dis- 
ruption and  disaster. 

♦The  Lord  Bishop  of  WINCHESTER  : 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  rise  to  make  a  speech, 
nor  should  I  intervene  with  a  single  word 
but  for  two  things  ;  first,  the  statement 
of  the  Prime  Minister  that  he  desired 
to  be  guided  to  some  extent  by  the 
statistical  and  other  facts  which  the 
Bishops  could  give  as  to  what  is  being 
done,  and  secondly,  the  fact  that  the 
noble  Earl,  Lord  Portsmouth,  is  a  resident 
in  the  diocese  of  Winchester.  The  sig- 
nificance of  the  secon  1  fact  is  this  :  the 


w 


Viscount  Halifax. 


noble  Earl  has  stated  to-night  in  a  pail  ^ 
tive  and  sweeping  way  that  the  **" " 
efforts,  if  made  at  all,  have  been 
and  (to  quote  what  I  think  is  his  phnvjl 
that  "  things  go  on  exactly  as  they  m 
before."  Now  I  want  to  ask  the  nobk' 
Earl,  instead  of  ranging  so  far  afield  k 
his  instances,  to  take  simply  the  diocet 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  with  wind, 
presumably,  he  is  best  acquainted.  It  k 
because  it  is  his  own  diocese  that  I  cat 
his  attention  to  it  as  an  example  of  wbi 
is  really  happening.  Here  then  are  tW 
bare  facts.  About  a  year  and  a  half  agol 
sent  to  every  incumbent  in  the  dioceac  of 
Winchester — 566  in  number — a  circabr 
letter,  specifying  certain  points — I  think 
they  were  twelve  or  thirteen  in  all— on 
which  difficulty  might  arise  in  regard  to 
ritual  observance.  I  asked  that  where 
any  difficulty  was  felt  in  following  what 
seemed  to  me  the  law,  incumbent! 
should  consult  me  about  it  without  deliy. 
I  received  176  replies,  and  have  reason 
to  know  that  these  replies  covered  all 
the  churches  at  which  such  difficulties 
or  doubt  did  arise.  To  these  I  replied 
severally,  stating  where  in  my  opinion 
it  was  necessary  that  some  change 
should  be  effected,  and  this  answer  wai 
sufficient  to  satisfy  all  but  fifteen  incum- 
bents. With  those  fifteen  I  have  since 
been  in  communication  by  correspondence 
or  interviews,  and  to  the  best  of  my 
belief  there  is  not  now  a  church  in  the 
diocese  which  is  defying  the  authority 
I  have  endeavoured  to  exert.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  in  every  church  the 
services  are  exactly  what  I  desire  to  see, 
or,  still  less,  what  the  noble  Earl  would 
desire  to  see,  but  what  I  mean  is  that 
there  is  not,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  at 
this  moment  a  single  incumbent  within 
the  diocese  who  is  deliberately  disobeying 
the  directions  I  have  given  about  ritual 
observance. 

MEMBERS   OF    LOCAL    AUTHORITIES 
RELIEF  BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBER- 
LAND  :  My  Lords,  I  told  the  House  on 
the  Second  Reading  that  the  Association 
of  Poor  Law  Unions  was  in  favour  of  this 
Bill.  Since  then  I  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Association  stating 
that  it  approves  of  one  of  the  Amendments 
of  which  Lord  Harris  has  given  notice. 
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:  JFherefore,  I  desire  to  modify  my  state- 

ijMnt    by    saying  that    the   Association 

iioncurs  in  the  general  principle  of  the 

jfteasure  though  not  in  all  its  details. 

.} 

r>'  Clause  1  agreed  to. 

?t     Clause  2  :— 

/  The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
■WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdownk)  : 
..I  beg  to  move  an  Amendment  to  leave 
[49tit  the  word  "  private  "  in  Clause  2,  for 
the  reason  that  the  term  "  private  soldier  " 
would  not  include  non-commissioned 
^officers. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  Clause  2,  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out 
*  private/  and  in  line  10,  to  leave  out '  private.' " 
— ( The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee; and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
<No.  187.) 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

[Third  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time." — (Viscount  Cross.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS;  I  should 
like,  with  your  Lordships'  permission,  to 
say  a  very  few  words  before  this  Bill 
passes.  I  quite  admit  that  the  Bill  is  a 
necessary  and  natural  consequence  of  the 
Act  of  1897,  but  I  strongly  object  to  the 
policy  of  such  Bills.  The  agricultural 
labourer  was  left  out  of  the  Act  of  1897. 
Of  course  it  would  never  do  to  place 
other  workmen  under  the  shelter  of  the 
Act  and  leave  agricultural  labourers  out, 
especially  just  before  a  General  Election. 
That  we  readily  understand.  But  I  con- 
tend that,  when  once  you  have  started  on 
these  lines,  you  cannot  possibly  stop,  and 
domestic  servants  even  will  have  to  be 
included.  Does  anyone  believe  that 
you  can  exclude  the  cook  wko  burns 
ler  fingers  or  gets  scalded  in  cooking  the 


dinner,  or  that  the  housemaid  who 
breaks  her  ankle  can  be  left  out  ? 
Of  course,  this  legislation  will  have  to 
extend  to  them.  That  is  as  certain  as  is 
the  fact  that  the  sun  will  rise  to-Tnorrow, 
and  if  it  is  not  done  by  my  noble  friend 
it  will  be  done  by  someone  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  I  saw  my  doctor  this 
morning,  and  he  appeared  to  misunder- 
stand the  Bill.  He  thought  it  was  a  Bill 
to  include  domestic  servants,  and  he  said 
that  if  that  was  the  case  he  would  never 
give  a  vote  again  for  a  Conservative ;  and 
he  added  that  he  would  do  without 
domestic  servants  in  future.  This  sort  of 
legislation,  moreover,  will  tend  to  reduce 
wages  and  employment.  In  the  competi- 
tion which  is  going  on,  every  charge  which 
tho  employer  of  labour  has  to  bear  has 
to  be  considered,  and,  where  possible, 
leads  to  a  reduction  of  wages.  This  legisla- 
tion has  already  reduced  employment. 
Persons  of  certain  age  are  not  employed 
now  in  consequence  of  liability  to  acci- 
dents. I  once  had  a  discussion  in  this 
House  with  reference  to  a  rule  adopted 
at  a  certain  large  works  to  the  effect  that 
no  man  should  be  engaged  over  sixty 
years  of  age.  As  a  result  of  this  sort  of 
legislation  no  men  are  employed,  if  it  can 
be  helped,  who  have  any  defect  of  eye, 
hand,  or  limb.  Employment  is  thereby 
diminished,  old  people  are  turned  out  of 
work,  and  wages  are  reduced.  If  it  is 
found  impossible  to  reduce  wages,  then 
prices  will  go  up.  In  my  opinion  there 
is  much  that  is  dangerous  in  this  kind  of 
legislation.  If  people  knew  that  it 
tended  to  lessen  wages,  I  am  sure  there 
would  not  be  such  a  demand  for  it. 
I  have  made  inquiries  as  to  how 
this  Bill  will  affect  myself  personally.  I 
find  that  if  I  insure — a  course  which 
everyone  who  is  wise  should  adopt — the 
insurance  of  those  employed  by  me  would 
be  between  £30  and  £40.  To  some 
people  this  is  a  very  large  sum.  and  if  it 
is  deducted  from  the  wages  of  the  men  it 
amounts  to  a  reduction  of  one-fifth  of  a 
penny  per  day.  I  think  it  is  probable 
that,  as  a  matter  of  principle  and  with 
the  view  of  bringing  home  to  the  men 
concerned  the  bearing  of  this  sort  of 
legislation,  I  shall  deduct  this  amount 
from  the  wages.  I  protest  against  this 
sentimental,  liberty-interfering-with,  and 
mistaken  legislation.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  best  form  of  Government  would  be 
secured  by  having  a  strong  Conservative 
Opposition    and     a    ISSewX     QtONsrcv- 
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ment — falsely  called  liberal,  for  th&i-o  /  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Bffl 
is  no  liberty  about  them — with  a  gOoc/  come  within  the  remedy  that  is  inteim 
working  majority  of  one.  Then  1  and  the  Bill  will  apply  to  them. 
think  we  should  get  on  much  better, 
for  at  the  present  moment  both  parties  The  Earl  of  MAYO :  Does  this  k! 
are  tobogganing  down  the  Socialistic  exist  in  England,  or  is  it  a  new  law  fa1 
ladder.  When  the  question  is  put  from  Ireland  1 
the  Woolsack  I  shall  say  "  not  content,"  . 
for  I  believe  this  legislation  to  bo  con-  ;  Lord-  ASHBOURNE  :  I  am  not  wd 
trary  to  all  the  principles  which  form  our  :  acquainted  with  the  law  in  England  witk 
nation,  and  which  made  the  English  :  regard  to  the  renewal  of  county  com 
people  a  great,   a   free,    and    a    ruling  ,  decrees,  but  we  are  dealing  in  Clauses  U 

and  15  with  a  rather  long  and  complicated  I 
Irish  code.  The  present  complicated  po-  j 
cedure  is  swept  away  under  this  MIL 
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race. 

Viscount  CROSS :  I  do  not  know  that 
the  noble  Earl  requires  an  answer  from  , 
me.     He  said  that  the  Bill  was  inevitable, 
and  if  it  is  inevitable  it  must  pass.    His  : 
principal  objection  was  to  something  that  ; 
was  not  in  the  Bill — namely,  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Act  of  1897  to  domestic  ser- , 
vants.    He  said,  however,  that  that  would  ; 
be   the    next    step,    but    I    reply    that 
sufficient     for     the     day     is     the     evil  , 
thereof.       The     noble    Earl     also    said 
this     sort     of     legislation     tended     to 
reduce     wages.       We     have     had     the  : 
Act  of  1897  in  operation  for  three  years,  , 
and  we  have  had  no  complaint  from  the 
workmen   that   their   wages    have    been 
lowered.     They  appear  so  content  with 
the  Act  of  1897  that  it  would  be  almost : 
cruelty   not  to   extend  its  provisions  to 
agricultural    labourers.       I    trust    your  . 
Lordships  will  recognise  that  the  Act  of 
1897  has  worked  well,  and  will  allow  this 
Bill  to  pass. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  3l  accordingly,  with  the 
Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

COUNTY    COUNTS    (IRELAND) 
HILL    [ii.l.1. 

House 
Order). 


in    Committee    (according    to 


Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment,  and 
recommitted  to  the  Standing  Committee. 

VETERINARY  SURGEONS  (AMEND- 
MENT)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bill  reported  without  amendment; 
and  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

House  adjourned  at  Seven  of  the 
Clock,  till  To-morrow,  at  Half- 
past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  Wh  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS'. 


The  Eaul  ok  DARTKEV:  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in 
charge  of  this  Bill  if  it  is  intended  that 
decrees  actually  in  existence  before  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  shall  be  all'ected  by 
the  new  arrangements  in  Clauses  \\ 
and  15. 

The  LOUD  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Ashboukxe)  :  Any  decrees 
and  orders  that  are  current  at  the  date  of 

Thr  Earl  of  Wemyst. 


DURHAM     (COUNTY     OF)     ELECTING 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL.     (BY  ORDER.) 

As  amended,  considered* 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time.' —(J//.  Caldwell) 

Mil.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  SAY.)  i 
I  objected  to  this  motion  when  it  was 
made  on  Friday,  and  the  result  of  my  so 
doing  is  that  the  l»ill  stands  now  in  the 
position  it  would  have  occupied  if  the 
motion  had  not  been  proposed.  I  do 
strongly  protest  against  special  facilities 
being  granted  to  these  companies.  I  do 
not  know  why  we  should  be  asked  to- 
suspend     Standing    Orders.       I     cannot 
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r^punderstand      why     the     promoters     of 
;:3hi8   Bill    should    be   in   such   a  violent 
t*~and     hysterical     hurry     to     get    their 
Bill    through.        They    have    taken   up 
^*  considerable  amount  of  the  time  of  the 
fc  "Committee,  for  I  believe  the   Chairman 
tod  his  colleagues  sat  nearly  nine  weeks 
upon   the    Bill  to  consider  whether  the 
preamble  was  proved,  and  in  order  to  go 
"through  the  measure  line  by  line.     I  have 
r  seen  a  large  number  of  statements  put 
forward  in  support  of  the  Bill  containing 
grossly  exaggerated  and  inaccurate  asser- 
tions on  matters  as  to  which  really  the 
-decision  of  the  Committee  has  never  been 
challenged.       That    decision     has    been 
loyally  accepted  by  those  concerned.     I 
«an  only  add  that  in  another  place  indi- 
vidual towns  will  renew  their  opposition, 
and,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  do  not  intend  to  press  my  objection  to 
-a  division. 

*Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertfordshire) 
said  that  on  behalf  of  Hertfordshire  he 
wished  to  join  in  the  protest  made  by  his 
hon.  friend  against  the  suspension  of 
the  Standing  Orders  in  connection  with 
similar  Bills  to  this  one. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

SOUTH  WALES  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION  BILL.    (BY  ORDER.) 

As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff)  stated  that 
lie  withdrew  his  opposition  to  this  Bill,  as 
the  representatives  of  the  populations  con- 
cerned had  been  met,  and  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  agreement  come  to. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time.  —  (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

EDUCATION  BOARD  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  (LONDON) 
BILL  {Lords]. 

.  Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [10th  July],  "  That 
the  Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation   (London)   Bill  [Lords]    be 


:  committed  to  a  Select  Committee." — (Lord 

■  Hugh  Cecil.) 

I 

I      Question  again  proposed — Debate  re- 

I  sumed. 

•  Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) 
i  said  his  motion  was  that  this  Bill  be  sent 
!  to  a  Select  Committee.  The  Hpuse  would 
!  be  aware  that  under  the  ordinary  proce- 
|  dure  of  Provisional  Orders  there  was  no 

■  possibility  of  inquiry  into  the  merits  of 
j  the  question  involved.  The  matter,  unless 
:  petitioned  against,  went  before  the 
i  Unopposed  Bills  Committee,  and  the 
J  Order  usually  came  back  without  Amend- 
I  ment.  There  was  really  no  inquiry 
I  into  the  merits,  nor  could  there  be 
|  any  inquiry  into  what  were  ordinarily 
i  considered  to  be  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 
1  because  the  petitioners  only  had  a  locus 
|  standi  if   they  were   concerned   in    some 

injury  to  private  property.  Last  year  a 
Voluntary  school,  which  thought  it  would 
be  injured  by  one  of  the  sites  proposed  to 
be  established  under  a  similar  Bill,  peti- 
tioned against  it,  and,  after  a  hearing 
before  the  Referee,  it  was  determined 
that  it  had  no  locus  standi,  because  it  had 
no  property  interested  in  the  matter, 
and  there  could  consequently  be  no 
inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
Now,  the  motion  he  was  making  would 
enable  the  Committee  to  go  into  the 
economic  administration  of  the  School 
Board,  and  into  the  question  of  the 
necessity  of  the  sites.  It  was  quite 
possible  that  a  perfect  explanation  might 
be  forthcoming  on  those  points  if  his 
motion  were  carried,  but  unless  it  was 
agreed  to  the  matter  could  not  be  gone 
into.  It  was  necessary  to  say  that  the 
School  Board  had  adopted  a  different  pro- 
cedure for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the 
"  places  "  in  a  school  to  that  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Education.  The  Board  of 
Education  considered  that  eight  square 
feet  was  sufficient  accommodation  for  a 
child,  but  the  School  Board  took  a  higher 
standard,  and  said  that  they  would  only 
recognise  eleven  square  feet  as  sufficient 
accommodation  for  a  child,  so  that  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen  the  space  in  the  schools 
had  been  reduced  by  30,000  places.  In 
order  to  cope  with  that  they  would 
have  to  build  thirty  schools,  each  to 
accommodate  1,000  children,  and  incur 
an  expenditure  of  £300,000,  because 
they  went  beyond  what  the  Educa 
tion   Department    considered    necessary. 
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He  never  contemplated  the  pvoCC<^W- ,  aware  the  School  Eoard  proceeded 
ings  of  the  London  School  BoStz-d ;  dividing  London  into  blocks,  and  in 
without  being  astonished  at  their  amazing  j  block  they  built  a  school.  Then,  if  thnl 
impudence  in  the  way  they  overruled  the  :  was  insufficiency  of  accommodation  in  tkl 
decisions  of  the  Department  of  Education,  J  school,  they  applied  for  power  to  inert*! 
which  they  did  in  a  manner  certainly  not  j  the  accommodation.  Such  a  test  ul 
contemplated  by  the  Act.  The  Vice- ■  unfair.  The  Education  Departnoil 
President  of  the  Education  Department !  should  first  of  all  endeavour  to  find  oaf 
had  informed  him,  in  answer  to  a  question,  !  what  proportion  of  the  population  desired! 
that  at  the  present  moment  there  were  to  go  to  the  schools;  then  they  should  1 
being  recognised  by  the  Education  Depart- :  take  a  map  of  London  and  measure  it  off  I 
ment  798,000  school  places  which  actually  j  into  districts  with  a  compass,  and  tha  | 
existed,  and  28,000  projected  places  in  i  draw  circles  over  the  map  show- 
schools  in  course  of  erection.  In  addition  !  ing  the  radius  of  .each  school  | 
to  that  there  were  sixteen  unused  sites  j  If  that  were  done  it  would  be 
which  the  School  Board  had  acquired  i  found  that  the  School  Board  had  ova- 
under  compulsory  powers  and  never  used,  i  estimated  the  amount  of  school  accommo 
which  were  kept  in  reserve  for  no  appa-  j  dation  demanded  to  an  almost  ludicrous 
rent  reason.  There  was  a  certain  discre-  ;  degree.  If  the  Bill  was  sent  to  a  Select 
pancy  between  the  figures  supplied  by  the  j  Committee  there  could  not  fail  to  bean 
Education  Department  and  those  fur-  i  interesting  investigation.  It  might  be 
nished  by  the  Report  of  about  55,000.  j  that  these  schools  were  required,  but  the 
The  School  Board  had  sixteen  sites  in  :  School  Board  was  often  very  extravagant 
reserve,  and  now  they  came  forward  for  :  in  these  matters.  London  had  not  com- 
eompulsory  powers  to  acquire  thirty  more  j  plete  control  over  its  representatives  in 
sites.  Chief  Inspector  King  had  called  j  this  matter,  and  it  was  in  the  highest 
attention  to  the  decreasing  number  of  j  degree  important  that  London  should  be 
children  between  the  ages  of  three  and  j  well  governed  locally,  and  if  it  could  be 
thirteen  years  attending  the  schools,  and  ;  shown  that  the  School  Board  did  its  work 
according  to  the  School  Board's  own  i  extravagantly  a  considerable  service  would 
reports  there  had  been  a  diminution  in  be  done  to  the  country, 
the  years  1897,  1898,  and  1899  of  no  less  . 

than  8,000.  Yet,  with  this  diminishing  !  Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  \V.)  :  Id 
child  population,  and  with  all  these  places,  i  supporting  this  resolution  I  propose  to 
the   School    Board   proposed   to   acquire  •  take  a   somewhat  different  view   to  the 
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thirty   more    sites.      It   was 
inquiry.      They  might  be 


ii  case  for 
necessary,  but 
that  would  have  to  be  shown.  The  only 
reason  which  could  be  urged  was  that  the 
number  of    children   had  not   decreased 


noble  Lord  who  moved.  I  quite  agree 
with  a  great  deal  that  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Lord,  but  when  one  reniemtars- 
that  London  has  450  schools  with  an 
average    attendance   of    half    a    million 


really,  but  had  removed  to  other  districts  ;  '.  children,  it  will  be  acknowledged  that  the 
but  if  that  were  so,  it  was  obvious  that  problem  is  one  which  may  fittingly  re- 
several  City  sites,  which  had  been  useful,  ;  quire  the  very  careful  consideration  of 
had  become  useless,  and  the  House  ought  to  :  this  House.  The  noble  Lord  has  spoken 
be  assured  that  in  that  case  the  School  :  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  figures. 
Board  had  made  proper  provision  for  the  j  which  may  be  described  as  the  Return  of 
sale  of  those  sites  and  devoting  the  money  •  the  School  Board,  and  thoso  supplied  by 
realised    to  giving  the  new  educational    the  Education  Department.      That  is  un- 


facilities  that  were  necessary.  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  who  had  devoted  a  great  deal  of  : 
time  and  trouble  to  investigating  the 
question  of  sites,  pointed  out  that  the 
Religious  Educational  Union  had  success- 
fully opposed  the  applications  of  the 
School  Board  on  various  occasions  with 
regard  to  sites,  and  had  in  some  cases 
caused  them  to  he  rejected.  They  further 

ex- 
of 


called  attention  to  the  extraordinary 
travagance  with  which  the  matter 
sites  was  carried  out.      The  House 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil. 


was 


doubtedly  proved  ;  and  that  discrepancy 
has  been  caused  by  the  action  which  the 
London  School  Board  ha*  taken  in  what 
is  called  writing  down  the  accommo- 
dation. With  regard  to  new  schools, 
I  think  that  no  one  interested 
in  education  will  object  to  it,  but  it  is 
with  regard  to  the  older  schools  that  this 
difficulty  has  more  acutely  arisen — more 
especially  with  regard  to  the  competition 
with  Voluntary  schools,  which  has  brought 
about  an   apparent   deficiency  of    school 
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t  accommodation  in  the  area  covered  by 
Etihe  London  School  Board.     Whereas,  if 
fcclfc  was  reckoned  on  the  basis  of  the  acconi- 
»*  ^odation    long     ago    accepted    by    the 
i  JEducation    Department,   that    deficiency 
rjwould  not    exist.     I    also    support   this 
^  ;!taotion     on     another    ground.       School 
-^boards  do  not  acquire  sites  in   the  same 
ptWay    as    a  railway   company    or  public 
^bodies    of    that    kind.     What  a    school 
^  board  does  is  to  present  to  the  Education 
'  Department  generally  two  or  three  sites 
as    alternatives.      These    sites    are  con- 
sidered   by    the    Department,   and  Her 
Majesty's  inspector  is  sent  down  by  the 
Department  to  see  into  the  fitness  of  the 
alternatives  and  to  report  as  to  the  suita- 
bility of  one  or  the  other.     He  is  not,  I 
think,   authorised    or    allowed    to    hold 
what   is   called    a  public  inquiry,  but  I 
believe  that  those  bodies  or  individuals 
who  object  to  particular  sites   have   an 
opportunity   of    presenting    their  views 
before  him.     Then  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, or  the  Board  of  Education,  as  it  is 
now  called,  has  to  express  approval  or 
disapproval  of  a  site,  and,  if  they  approve* 
that  site  is  inserted  in  the  Provisional 
Order  Bill.     It  is  obvious  that  the  cost 
of  opposing  the  Order  Bill  in  Committee 
is  a  very  considerable  one,  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  a  somewhat  cheaper  and 
more  expeditious  machinery  ought  to  be 
devised,  by  which  those  who  may  think 
themselves  injured,  either  as  individuals 
by  reason  of  their  property,  or  injured  as 
regards  the  position  of  the  school  affect- 
ing    some    Voluntary     denominational 
school    in   which   they   are   particularly 
interested,  should  have  an  easer,  quicker, 
and   cheaper  method    of    placing    their 
views  before   us.     The   noble   Lord  the 
Member   for  Greenwich   has   spoken   of 
those  sites  which,  have  been  "  reserved," 
as  it  is  called,  for  possible  sites  for  the 
erection    of   Board    schools    which     are 
not  now  used.     He  suggested  that   the 
School  Board  for  London  should  sell  these 
sites,  but  if  they  did  sell  them  it  would 
be   at  a  very   considerable  loss.     Those 
sites  are  the  result  of  reckless  scheduling, 
and  unless  you  can  devise  some  machinery 
by  which  this  reckless  scheduling  of  sites 
may  be  avoided  in   future,   you   will  be 
continuously  confronted  with    the  same 
thing.     He  has  spoken  also  of  the  migra- 
tory character  of  the  London  population. 
That  is  undoubtedly  true.    Schools  which 
were  erected  a  few  years  ago  have  now 
been    found,    if  not  superfluous,   at  all 


events  too  large  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  intended.  I  am  afraid 
that  it  is  an  evil  that  will  and  must  con- 
tinue ;  but  what  is  possible,  I  think,  is  to 
prevent  reckless  choosing  of  sites — choos- 
ing them  sometimes  almost  without  any 
regard  for  the  deficiency  of  school  places 
in  the  neighbourhood,  but  with  a  desire 
to  injure  and  cripple  the  work  of  some 
Voluntary  school.  They  are  sites  chosen, 
not  from  educational  but  from  sectarian 
motives.  Let  us  hope  that  this  proposal 
of  my  noble  friend  will  prevent  the  re- 
crudescence of  this  evil,  which  under  the 
present  Board  has  assumed  gigantic 
dimensions.  I  have  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  motion. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  COM- 
MITTEE of  COUNCIL  on  EDUCATION 
(Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University) :  I 
wish  to  let  the  House  know  how  this  Bill 
stands.  The  School  Boards  must  have 
sites,  or  they  cannot  carry  on  their 
schools.  The  acquisition  of  sites  is  re- 
gulated by  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  what 
I  understand  the  noble  Lord  to  desire  is  a 
revision  of  the  various  Acts  which  regu- 
late the  acquisition  of  sites  by  School 
Boards.  To  that  the  Board  of  Education 
could  have  no  objection  whatever,  but  I 
think  it  is  better  to  initiate  such  an  in- 
quiry at  the  beginning  rather  than  at  the 
end  of  the  session.  If  we  were  to  refer 
this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee  now,  at 
any  rate,  we  would  lose  the  Bill  for  this 
session,  because  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
get  hon.  Members  to  attend  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  to  report  upon  a  matter  of 
this  kind  before  the  end  of  the  session. 
Therefore  what  I  would  suggest  to 
my  noble  friend  is  to  withdraw  the 
motion  to-day,  and  in  the  next 
session  he  should  move  for  an  in- 
quiry of  this  kind,  and,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned  and  the  Board  of  Education  is 
concerned,  we  will  throw  no  impediment 
in  the  way  whatever,  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee should  report  in  favour  of  a  change 
in  the  law  we  will  give  every  facility  to 
let  a  Bill  pass  through  Parliament.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  la»v  as  it  at  present 
stands  might  not  be  improved.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  are  any  laws  in  existence 
which  are  not  capable  of  some  amend- 
ment, but  a  matter  of  this  kind  is  not 
carried  out  quite  as  rapidlv  as  the  noble 
Lord  supposes.  The  Board  of  Education 
is  entrusted  with  a  very  important  duty, 
and  that  is  not  to  allow  school  boards  in 
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any  place — not  only  in  London,  but  in 
every  other  part  of  the  country — to  build 
a  new  school  until  the  necessity  for  it  is 
made  out,  and  for  that  purpose  inquiry  is 
always  made  before  the  sanction  of  the 
Education  Department  is  given  to  the 
building  of  a  new  school.  London  is  a 
very  ditlicult  place  to  deal  with  in  matters 
of  that  kind.  As  the  noble  Lord  has 
pointed  out,  there  is  no  doubt  that  under 
the  present  system  in  London  there  are  far 
more  than  enough  school  places  for  the 
children  to  be  accommodated,  but  London 
unfortunately  is  a  very  large  place,  with  a 
shifting  population,  and  it  is  no  use  what- 
ever if  there  is  a  deficiency  of  accommo- 
dation in  Battersea  to  say  that  there  is 
more  than  enough  in  Whitechapcl. 
Generally  speaking,  it  may  bo  said  that 
the  population  of  London  is  diminishing 
with  some  rapidity  at  the  centre  ;  but  on 
the  other  hand  it  is  growing  with  enor- 
mous rapidity  in  Battersea,  Hackney, 
and  Peckham,  and  indeed  all  the  parts 
which  surround  London.  These  are  the 
places  where  workmen  arc  going,  and 
provision  has  to  be  made  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children.  The  Board  of 
Education  have  considered  this  difficult 
matter,  and  what  it  does  is  to  divide 
London  proper  into  blocks.  For  example, 
one  of  the  blocks  is  bounded  by  Oxford 
Street  and  High  Hoi  born  on  the  north, 
Farringdon  Street  on  the  east,  Fleet 
Street  and  the  Strand  on  the  south, 
and  Charing  Cross  Road  on  the  west. 
There  is  another  block  even  more  fami- 
liar to  Members  of  the  House  bounded  by 
Oxford  Street  on  the  north,  Piccadilly  on 
the  south.,  Regent  Street  on  the  East,  and 
Park  Lane  on  the  west.  In  the  same 
way  the  whole  of  London  is  divided  into 
blocks  of  this  kind.  What  the  London 
School  Board  docs  is  to  make  out  a  peti- 
tion stating  that  in  one  of  these  blocks 
it  can  prove  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  accommodation  for  primary 
education  of  the  children,  and  that 
there  is  a  case  for  building,  but 
even  then  further  inquiry  is  made. 
Having  ascertained  that  there  is  a  defi- 
ciency in  one  block,  inquiry  is  made  hor 
far  it  can  be  made  up  from  superfluous 
accommodation  in  an  adjoining  block.  I 
think  it  will  be  quite  obvious  to  the 
House  that  it  would  be  a  very  foolish 
thing  for  children  south  of  Oxford  Street 
to  go  for  accommodation  to  schools  north 
of  Oxford  Street.  Nobody  *  would  say 
that  it  is  desirable  for  children  to  traverse 

Sir  J.  Gorrf. 


that  great  thoroughfare  when  going  fcl 
school;  but  in  places  where  there  is  only  J 
moderate  amount  of  traffic  oHtheboundajl 
children  may  be  allowed  to  go  from  ontl 
block,  where  there  is  deficient  accommodtl 
tion,  to  another  block  where  there  k] 
superfluous  accommodation.  These  b-l 
quiries  are  made  before  a  new  site  s  I 
scheduled  in  a  Bill,  and  no  action  is  taka  I 
until  the  Board  of  Education  has  arrived 
at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in  the  matt«. 
It  has  to  be  fairly  made  out  that  there  ! 
are  children  without  school  accommoda- 
tion, and  that  no  accommodation  can  be 
provided  for  them  in  the  block  in  whkk 
they  live,  or  in  an  adjoining  block.  1 
think  to  ask  the  House  of  Commons  at 
the  very  end  of  a  session  to  stop  a  KB 
which  is  being  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  and  entirely  in  accordance 
with  unbroken  custom,  for  the  purpose  of 
beginning  what  could  only  be  an  abortive 
inquiry,  would  be  rather  a  strong  thine 
for  the  noble  Lord  to  insist  upon.  I 
hope  this  Bill  will  go  in  the  ordinary 
way  to  the  Private  Bill  Committee, 
before  whom  the  people  who  object  to 
two  of  the  sites  can  bo  heard.  The 
Private  Bill  Committee  will  inquire 
whether  the  Board  of  Education  has  been 
justified  in  authorising  any  site  at  all.  I 
can  promise  the  noble  Lord  that  in  the 
next  session  of  Parliament  I,  at  all 
events,  will  be  only  too  glad  to  assist  him 
in  having  the  whole  system  of  the  legal 
provision  of  school  sites  inquired  into, 
and  if  there  is  any  way  in  which  it  can  be 
better  earned  out,  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  report  to  Parliament  what  they  think 
should  be  done. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  I  understand 
that  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
promise  that  there  will  be  a  full  inquiry 
if  1  a«k  it  at  the  beginning  of  next  session. 
That  is  an  exceedingly  valuable  concession 
which  I  asked  in  vain  four  years  ago.  I 
think,  therefore,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
press  this  motion. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  have  no  authority 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  to  make 
such  a  promise;.  All  I  said  was  that  I 
would  assist  the  noble  Lord  if  he  asked 
for  an  inquiry  next  session. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  I  understood 
that  my  right  lion,  friend  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  which  repre- 
sents the  Government  in  this  matter,  and 
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what  he   has  said  I  will,  with  the  , 
ission  of  the   House,   withdraw  my 
on.  i 

Dtion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

11  committed. 

R.  CAUSTON  (Southward  W.) :  I  \ 
orry  to  have  to  detain  the  House  for  ! 
-  minutes,  but  I  wish  to  move,  "  that  i 
an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  to  ' 
i  out  Plan  No.  41  in  the  schedule."  j 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Green- ' 

said  just  now  it  was  customary  for 
Bill  to  pass  through  the  House  with- , 
>pposition,  but  I  find  the  only  course  , 

to  me  in  order  to  carry  out  the  i 
;t  I  have  in  view  is  to  move  this  re-  ] 
ion.  The  plan  I  desire  to  have ' 
ted  is  that  enabling  the  London ' 
ol  Board  to  carry  out  alterations  and  I 
:ions  to  the  Belvedere  Place  Board 
ol,  situated  in  the  parish  of  St.  : 
ge-the-Martyr,  Southwark,  the  con- , 
ency  I  have  the  honour  to  represent. 

school  is  one  of  the  oldest   of  the 
Ion   Board    schools,    and    I   am   far 

saying  it  could  not  be  improved. 
.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  at 
,  but  the  Vestry  of  St.  George-the- 
yr,    the    local     authority     of     the  | 
ict,       altogether     object      to      the  j 

suggested,  and  desire  the  scheme 
tand  over  for  further  considera- , 
.  The  objections  I  wish  to  enforce  j 
tie  scheme  are  these :  no  further  I 
nmodation  for  additional  children  is  , 
red ;  the  school  is  large  enough  to 
nmodate  the  children  of  the  par- ! 
ir  locality.  It  is  a  badly  situated  ' 
>1,  being  under  a  railway  arch,  and  j 
jfore  very  noisy.  In  any  case  the  j 
proposed  to  be  taken  is  the  wrong  j 
It  is  proposed  to  secure  an  area  of. 
TO  square  feet,  to  pull  down  seven-  [ 

houses,    to    dishouse    230    persons 
iging  to  the  labouring  classes  in  a  ! 
lbourhood    where  there    is  a  great 
ind    for   workmen's   dwellings,   and  ! 
r  the  existing  law  no  provision  will  j 

to    be    made    for  rehousing  those  | 
e.     If  twenty  houses  had  been  taken  l 
r  the  existing  law  it  would  have  been  ' 
utely  necessary  to  provide  accommo- 
n  for  the  whole   of  the  dispossessed  [ 
>ants,  but  as  only   seventeen  houses 
iken  that   necessity  is   avoided.     I 
ot  saying  that  in  the  part  of  London 


I  represent  further  school  accommoda- 
tion is  not  necessary  ;  but  if  such  further 
accommodation  is  necessary,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  have  it  in  this  particular 
school.  At  the  present  moment  200  or 
300  children  are  located  in  a  temporary 
school  some  distance  from  this  one,  and 
the  Vestry  of  St.  George-the  Martyr  say 
that  if  it  is  necessary  to  have  further 
accommodation,  it  should  be  in  a  new 
school  on  a  different  site,  and  on  a  site  to 
which  only  two  or  three  years  ago  the 
Board  were  giving  consideration.  The 
houses  which  are  being  taken  down 
contain  at  present  230  persons  ;  they  are 
very  substantially  and  well  built ;  the 
rents  are  satisfactory  ;  the  sanitary 
arrangements  are  good ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants would  have  very  great  difficulty  in 
finding  any  similar  suitable  accommoda- 
tion in  the  district.  I  am  asked  that  this 
scheme  should  stand  over  until  next  year, 
and  I  may  be  asked  if  I  have  any  alter- 
native plan  to  suggest  if  that  course  is 
adopted.  I  have.  The  area  now  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  covers  nearly  15,400, 
and  has  a  rateable  value  of  £387.  There 
is  an  adjoining  piece  of  land  which 
comes  into  the  Borough  Road,  having 
upon  it  five  shops  in  the  Borough  Road 
and  a  house  and  yard  in  Belvedere  Place, 
and  a  tram  shed,  the  area  of  which  is 
13,750  square  feet,  with  a  rateable  value 
of  only  £278.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice-President  has  said  that  this  Bill 
is  going  to  a  Committee  of  the  House  as 
there  is  opposition  to  it.  Only  one 
petition  has  been  presented  against  the 
Bill,  and  that  is  the  petition  of  the  Vestry 
of  St.  George  -  the  -  Martyr.  The  Bill 
therefore,  will  go  through  as  unopposed 
if  the  House  will  agree  that  this  plan 
should  be  withdrawn  for  the  present 
year.  The  managers  of  the  school  are 
all  favourable  to  the  alternative  site, 
while,  at  the  worst,  it  would  only  mean 
the  deferring  of  the  alternative  for  a 
year,  and  in  the  meantime  I  am  sure  the 
School  Board  and  the  Education  Depart- 
ment would  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  alternative  site  is  really  the  better. 
My  plan  is  a  very  simple,  just,  and  com- 
mon-sense plan.  This  is  not  a  party 
question,  and  therefore  I  may  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side,  as  well 
as  to  those  on  this,  to  support  my  motion. 
I  beg  to  move. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  formally  seconded 
the  motion. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Education  Board  Provi- 
sional Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill 
[Lords]  to  leave  out  Plan  No.  41  in  the 
Schedule. " — (Mr.  Causton . ) 

Mr.  FLOWER  said  that  the  speech  of 
the  mover  of  the  motion  had  very  aptly 
illustrated  the  value  of  the  discussion  on 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  the  hon. 
Member  for  Greenwich.  It  was  quite 
impossible  for  the  House  as  a  House  to 
determine  the  merits  of  the  respective 
sites.  It  was  beyond  the  comprehension 
even  of  Members  acquainted  with  the 
district,  and  it  was  obviously  alto- 
gether outside  the  limits  of  fair 
play  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
attempt  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  get  a 
particular  site  adopted.  The  mover  of 
the  motion  had  secured  the  valuable  sup- 
port of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Greenwich,  and  he  trusted  those  Gentle- 
men would  mutually  support  an  improved 
process  in  the  future  for  dealing  with 
these  questions.  This  site  should  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Committee  in  the  ordinary 
way.  As  to  the  necessity  for  school 
accommodation,  about  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Southwark  spoke  with 
some  diffidence,  Her  Majesty's  Inspector, 
so  far  back  as  March,  1896,  was  disposed 
to  think  the  best  course  would  be  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Belvedere  Place  School  in 
accordance  with  the  proposal  of  the  divi- 
sional Member,  the  divisional  Member 
being  the  member  of  the  London  School 
Board  for  that  part  of  London.  The 
inspector  also  suggested  certain  improve- 
ments and  amendments,  which  were  pro- 
vided for  in  the  plan  now  proposed.  An 
alternative  site  was  very  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  rejected  by  both  the  divi- 
sional Member  and  the  School  Ac- 
commodation Committee  of  the  London 
School  Board.  The  hon.  Member 
had  endeavoured  to  enlist  sympathy 
on  that  side  of  the  House  by  stating 
that  the  scheme  would  dispossess  230 
persons,  and  that  the  School  Board  would 
bo  under  no  statutory  obligation  to  re- 
house. But  as  a  result  of  a  decision  of 
last  year,  it  would  be  open  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  insist  upon  the  rehousing  of  tho 
dispossessed  persons,  even  though  less; 
than  twenty  houses  were  taken.  There 
were  many  points  in  connection  with  tho 
site  to  which  reference  might  be  made,  but 
the  House  could  rest  satisfied  that  the 
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matter  had  engaged  the  careful  att« 
of  the  School  Board,  and  having  recerol 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Educat>«,| 
it  might  fittingly  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Sir  J.  GORST,  in  opposing  the  moth*! 
said  the  case  of  St.  George  the  Maitjr] 
had  already  been  heard  by  the  Board  «i| 
Education.  The  Vestry  were  not  satisfied  I 
with  the  decision,  and  petitioned  tk  I 
House  of  Lords,  but  with  no  betttr| 
success. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  pointed  out  that  whet  ] 
the  Vestry  went   before    the    House  of 
Jjords  they  were  told  they  had  no  W.v 
standi  as  a  vestry,  but  they  could  be  heard 
{is  owners  of  property. 

Mr.  J.  GORST  said  that,  in  whatever 
capacity  they  appeared,  they  were,  a*  i 
matter  of  fact,  hoard,  and  the  House  of 
Lords  decided  that  no  case  was  made  out 
for  the  alteration  of  the  site.  If  any  in- 
justice were  done  when  the  matter  went 
before  the  Committee,  the  hon  Member 
would  have  an  opportunity  on  considera- 
tion for  bringing  the  matter  forward,  and 
he  therefore  hoped  the  motion  would  he 
rejected. 

*Mr.  CAUSTON  :  I  only  wish  it  to  be 
made  perfectly  clear  that  we  have  a  hr** 
dandi  l>efore  the  Committee  of  this 
House.  Certainly  we  had  no  lotus  standi 
in  the  House  of  Lords.     In   the  case  re- 

I  fcrred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
the  learned  counsel  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension when  he  informed  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords  that  there 

I  had  been  a  local  inquiry,  because  there 
has  not  been  a  local  inquiry.  I  shall 
divide  the  House  now  and  take  my  chance 
in  Committee. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Lonla] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : — 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 

Bill  [Lords]. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 
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~  ^wiIh^v  ^55TOLfc, ,  AND   '  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  and  239  be  sus- 
T  t    J V  ?         TRAMWAYS  BILL.  ,  pended^and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken 

;    .Lords    Amendments    considered     and    into  consideration,     provided     amended 
Agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment.  prints   shall    have    been    previously  de- 

r  LEE  CONSERVANCY"  BILL.  I  posited.— (J//\  Caldwell) 

^HffORTH      METROPOLITAN     RAILWAY    .    ]?i11'   as,  tended,    considered   accord- 
ingly ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


METROPOLITAN     RAILWAY 
*     «  AND  CANAL  BILL. 

"1     Lords    Amendments    considered,    and 
!^n|greed  to. 

Falkirk  and  district  water  bill 

[Lords]. 

^       Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
ff  sJLmendments. 
£*: 

a  WESTGATE    AND    BIRCHINGTON 

WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
i  j.  out  Amendment. 

r       DEARNE   VALLEY  RAILWAY  BILL 

[Lords]. 

:  .        Not  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
J   the  third  time. 

L~         GLYNCORRWG    URBAN    DISTRICT 
»  COUNCIL  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

LONDON  SEA  WATER  SUPPLY  BILL 

[Lords]. 

As   amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
:     the  third  time. 

WHITECHAPEL  AND   BOW   RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  an  Amend- 
ment made;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 
(BY  ORDER.) 

As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time.  —  (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 


Bill  accordingly   read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

CALEDONIAN   RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

MORLEY    CORPORATION    BILL  [Lords]. 

SOUTHEASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAYS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL.     (BY  ORDER.) 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill, 


GAS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  3) 
BILL. 

Lords    Amendment     considered,     and 
agreed  to. 

GAS   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.    1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out  Amendment. 

EDINBURGH  (HOUSING  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES)  IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

PAISLEY  WATERWORKS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions   reported  from    the   Com- 
mittee : — 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Working- 
ton Railways  and  Docks  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with,  on  condition  that  the  *  powers  con- 
tained in  Clause  131  to  the  London  and 
North- Western  Railway  Company  be 
struck  out  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the  powers 
to  the  Cleator  and  Workington  Junction 
Railway  Company  be  also  struck  out  of 
I  the  Bill,  unless  it  be  proved  before  the 
;  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is  referred 
that  the  Bill  has  been  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  last-named  company  : — 
!  That^the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report 
how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

2.  ''•  That,  in   the  case  of  the  Crystal 
i  Palace  Company  Bill    [Lords],  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Military 
Maine  ivi-oM  Bill  [Lords),  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  not  to,  be  dispensed  with." 

First  two  Resolutions  agreed  to.. 

|      Report  to  lie  upon:  the  Table. 


iro 


Returns,  {COMMONS} 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  COMPANY  RILL 

[Lords]. 

Report    [this    day]    from    the    Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time.— {Mr.  Caldwell.) 


Reports,  dr. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS! 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Twickenb 
(two) ;  and  Langley    Moor ;  to  lie 

the  Table. 


oi  ' 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUOKSM 
CHILDREN    (SCOTLAND)  BILL 


Petitions  in  favour,  from  Kelton ;  all 


WORKINGTON  RAILWAYS  AND  DOCKS 
DILL  [Lords]. 

Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- !  Stornoway  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

mittee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  i 

&  I  

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  : 
time.—  (Mr.  Caldwell) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


MOTHERWELL  AND  RELLSHILL  RAIL- 
WAY RILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,   with   Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ROTHERH1THE  AND  RATCLIFF 
TUNNEL  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,   with   Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


MINT. 

j      Copy  presented,  of   Thirtieth  Anmall 
j  Report  of  the  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint, 
I  1899  [by  Command];    to    lie    upon  tk  ] 
I  Table. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 
Copv      presented,       of     Twenty-fifth 
Annual   Report    (for    1899-1900),    vitk 
Appendces  [by  Act]  ;  to    lie    upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  274.] 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS.  j 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to  | 
— Edinburgh   District  Lunacy  Board  Bill 
[Lords],  Falkirk  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 

Rhymney    Railway     Bill    [  Lords  j,  Cork  :  cruup\vvr\Tmv    a^t    igq- 

ui  "  4  •    ;r  •    tj-t,    ri       it    '  m       j.  SLPERANNUAllON   ACT,   188*. 

JMectric  Iramways  Bill     Lords],  without         _„  .      .  m  __. 

amendment.  GoPy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 

rr,,        ,  .     ,..„  .     .    ,    .   :  dated   6th   July,   1900,  granting  to  Mr. 

That  they  have  pissed  a  Bill  intituled,    T    c<     Pinches,"  First  Class  Assistant  at 
An   Act   to  authorise  the   sale   of  the  j  the  British    Mnseunij  a  Retired   Allow- 
chattels  bequeathed  and  settled    bv  the  ,  ance  UU(ier  the  Act  n      Acfc-|    ^  lie 
will  and  codicils  of  the  late  Sir  \\  illiam    ^    Table 
Augustus  Fraser,  Bart.,  deceased,  and  to 


declare  the  trusts  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  Fraser 
■Settled  Chattels  Bill  [Lords]. 

FRASER    SETTLED     CHATTELS    RILL 

I  Lords  J. 

Read  the  first  time  :  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


MILITARY  MANOEUVRES  RILL. 

Petition  of  Belfast  City  and  District 
Water  Commissioners  against  dispensing 
with  the  Standing  Orders  ;  Referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

SALE     OF     INTOXICATING    LIQUORS 
ON    SUNDAY    RILL. 

Petition  from  Langley  Moor,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


EAST    INDIA    (ACCOUNTS    AND   ESTI- 
MATES, 1900-1901). 

Copy  presented,  of  Explanatory 
Memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  [bv  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Further  Correspon- 
dence relating  to  Affairs  in  South  Africa 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (WEST  RIDING  OF 
YORKSHIRE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  constituting  Polling  Districts 
and  Polling  Places  in  the  Parliamentary 
Divisions  of  Shipley,  Sowerby,  and  Colne 
Valley  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION   ACT,    1889. 

Copy  presented,  of  Minute  .^auctioning 

the  Subjects  to  W  taught  under  Clause  8 


^  .J  Question*.  {1G  July  1900}  Questions.  bS 

*f  the  Act,  for  the  County  Borough  of    Altai r.s  has  any  information  to  communi- 

"Stldham  (Seventh    Minute),    dated   2nd  '  cate   on   the   subject  of  China ;  and  not 

*%r*uly,   1900  [by  Act]  ;  to   lie   upon    the  •  only   as   to   events  there,  but  as  to  the 

Mole.  !  course  which  the  Government  proposes  to 

|  take  in  regard  to  them. 
_-  ;  RAILWAY  RETURNS.  » 

^"  Copy  presented,  of  Return  as  to  the 
b  Capital,  Traffic  Receipts,  and  Working 
t  Jhq>enditure,  &c,  of  the  Railway  Com- 

gnuiies  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 

year    1899  [by  Command] ;   to  lie  upon 

the  Table. 


TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  4)  BILL. 

Return    presented,     relative     thereto 


*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Although 
no  positive  information  has  reached  us  of 
the  terrible  calamity  of  which  details  have 
appeared  in  the  public  press  this  morning, 
we  can  hardly,  I  fear,  dare  to  hope  that 
in  substance  the  accounts  of  the  massacres 
in  Peking  are  erroneous.  Consul  General 
Warren  at  Shanghai  telegraphed  yesterday 


-,  {ordered  13th  July;  Mr.  Ritchie] ;  to  lie  i  evening  that  he  learnt  from  a  well-in- 
^  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  |  formed  Chinese  source  that  cannon  were 

;  275.]  •  "    ' 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  presented,  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditure  under  the  Seamen's  Fund 
"Winding-up  Act  from  1st  January  to 
31st  December,  1899  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
276.] 

NAVY  (COURTS  MARTIAL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the 
number  of  Courts  Martial  held  and 
Summary  Punishments  inflicted  during 
the  year  1£99  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


WORKMEN'S 
1897    (ARMY 
(MEN  EMPLOYED). 

Return  presented, 
[Address  14th  June ; 
upon  the  Table. 


COMPENSATION     ACT, 
AND    NAVY    SERVICE) 


relative    thereto 
Mr.  J  roods] ;  to  lie 


MEDICAL   AND  SANITARY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS AT  THE  CAPE. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  10  th  July  ;  Sir  Jaws  Kit  son]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


CHINA— ASTI-FOREIGX  OUTBREAK- 
RECENT  NEWS  — REPORTED  GENE- 
RAL MASSACRE  OF  EUROPEANS  IN 
PEKING  —  POSITION  AT  TIENTSIN 
AND    TA-KU. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXXERMAX 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  whether 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 


formed  Chinese  source  that  cannon  were 
believed  to  have  been  fired  on  the  Lega- 
tions on  the  8th  of  July,  a  massacre  en- 
suing, the  object  being  to  effect  an 
irreparable  breach  with  foreigners. 
Official  confirmation  of  this  report  was 
wanting,  but  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
General  feared  it  to  be  true.  The  follow-, 
ing  telegrams  have  been  received  from 
Brigadier  General  Dorward,  in  command 
of  Her  Majesty's  military  forces  at 
Tientsin — 

"Tientsin,  10th  July. — Yesterday,  3  a.m., 
combined  force  1,000  Japanese  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Fokosima,  550  British  troops, 
400  British  navy,  100  United  States,  400 
Russians  under  command  of  myself  attacked 
enemy's  position  south-west  ot  city.  Positions 
were  quickly  captured.  Enemy's  loss  350 
killed,  four  small  guns  (?  captured).  Com- 
bined force  then  attacked  Western  Arsenal 
outside  South  Gate,  which,  after  a  short  bom- 
l>ardment,  was  rushed  by  United  States  and 
Japanese.  Country  to  the  west  of  Arsenal  had 
been  Hooded  by  enemy,  so  no  further  move- 
ment in  this  direction  was  possible.  Chief 
object  of  expedition,  which  was  to  clear  away 
guns  and  enemy  to  the  west  of  settlements, 
completely  carried  out.  Day's  honours  rested 
with  Japanese  and  Americans  ;  Chinese 
i  regiment  as  escort  to  guns  worked  splendidly, 
i  getting  over  difficulties  of  swampy  country. 
,  l)uring  the  action  British  and  French  settle- 
I  ments  heavily  shelled  by  north-eastern 
!  batteries.  Following  casualties  reported  in 
action : — 2nd  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  3644 
Private  Porter ;  Koyal  Marine  Light  Infantry, 
one  private  ;  one  Cfhinese  hospital  attendant 
killed  in  action.  Lieutenant  Phayre,  R.A., 
three  men,  2nd  lioyal  Welsh  Fusiliers, 
one  seaman,  one  man  Chinese  regiment, 
one  Chinese  hospital  attendant  wounded.  No 
casualties  amongst  Russians  and  Americans. 
Following  casualties  reported  during  bombard- 
ment :— 2nd  Koyal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  4034  Pri- 
vate Porter,  one  seaman  killed  in  action. 
Three  men,  one  seaman  wounded.  Yesterday's 
victory  may  result  in  withdrawal  of  Chinese 
troop*"  from  Tientsin,  in  which  case  fort  and. 
city  will  probably  be  attacked  soon." 
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The  following  telegram  shows  that  that 
opinion,  however,  was  not  justified  : — 

41  Tientsin,  11th  July.— Three  o'clock  this 
morning,  determined  attack  made  hy  enemy 
on  railway  station,  which  is  garrisoned  by  100 
British  troops,  100  French,  100  Japanese. 
Attack  repulsed  with  loss  after  four  hours 
hard  fighting ;  enemy's  loss  500  killed ;  our 
loss,  Hong  Kong  Regiment,  3  men  killed  9 
wounded  ;  2nd  Rattalion  Welsh  Fusiliers,  1 
wounded;  Hoyal  Marine  Light  Infantry,  3 
wounded  ;  Royal  Navy,  3  wounded.  French 
and  Japanese  losses  considerably  heavier." 

We  have  also  had  a  telegram  to  the  effect 
that  Vice- Admiral  Seymour  has  returned 
to  his  ship,  leaving  at  Tientsin  only  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  Naval  Brigade  to 
work  the  guns  there.  In  a  telegram, 
dated  Ta-ku,  14th  July,  the  Admiral 
states  that  he  believes  the  allied  forces 
have  taken  possession  of  every  fort  at 
Tientsin  except  one.  It  may  be  interest- 
ing to  the  House  to  know  what  forces  are 
at  Ta-ku.  According  to  a  telegram  from 
Rear-Admiral  Bruce  at  Ta-ku,  dated 
11th  July,  the  total  of  the  allied  forces 
landed  and  landing  on  the  10th  July  was 
about  20,700  men,  composed  as  follows  : — 
Officers.     Men. 

Russia  149       8,200 

Japan  124       5,100 

British         175       2,400 

French  103       2,400 

German        36       1,087 

American     ...         ...       10       1,305 

Italian    j  SmaU  detacnments. 
Austrian  J 

Thus  there  are  604  officers  and  20,700 
men.  The  House  is  probably  aware  that 
considerable  forces  arc  now  landed  or  are 
on  their  way,  but  the  facilities  for  landing 
at  Ta-ku  are  limited,  and  therefore  the 
reinforcements  cannot  be  landed  as 
•quickly  as  they  arrive.  I  do  not  think 
1  have  any  further  information  to  give 
ithe  House. 

MEASURES  TAKEN  FOR  SAFETY  OF 
PEKING  LEGATIONS. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to 
:ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  any  in- 
formation to  the  effect  of  the  statement 
made  by  Count  von  Biilow,  German 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
his  circular  note,  that  up  to  10th  June 
the  English  Minister  at  Peking,  in  agree- 
ment with  the  late  Baron  von  Ketteler, 
considered  the  personal  safety  of  members 
of  the  Legations  had  been  sufficiently 
.■secured  by  the  measures  already  adopted; 


and  can  he  state  on   what  date 
Seymour  was  summoned  to  commenali 
march  to  Peking. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  Guards  for 
Legations  were  sent  for  on  27th  May, i 
although  the  position  was  not  f ree  froal 
anxiety,  the  first  intimation  of  immioaal 
danger  to  the  Legations  is  contained  iaal 
telegram  from  Sir  C.  MacDonald  of  &\ 
June.  He  stated  that  the  position 
such  that  they  might  be  besieged  at 
time  with  the  railway  and  telegraph  Ubm  I 
cut,  and  he  asked  that,  should  tfel 
happen,  instructions  might  be  sent  to| 
Admiral  Seymour  to  concert 
for  their  relief  with  the  officers  a»| 
manding  the  various  squadrons  at  T*h.  I 
Her  Majesty's  Government  gave  Adminl  I 
Seymour  unfettered  discretion  on  Gtk 
June  to  act  in  concert  with  other  Power?, 
and  he  landed  a  force  on  9th  June.  0b 
10th  June,  Sir  C.  MacDonald  1 
to  Admiral  Seymour  urging  an  imme 
advance  which  had  been  in  fact  already 
commenced. 

Mr.  MACLEAN:  Is  there  anything 
definite  from  Sir  C.  MacDonald  lip  to 
10th  June  as  to  the  safety  of  the 
Legations  ? 


** 


[No  answer  was  given.] 


THE 


COMMUNICATIONS     WITH 
CHINESE  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  despatch 
which  has  reached  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment purporting  to  come  from  the 
Emperor  of  China  was  handed  to  the 
Government  hy  the  Chinese  Ambassador 
in  the  ordinary  course;  and  when  the 
Government  will  communicate  the  con- 
tents of  that  despatch  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  despatch  was 
received  from  the  Chinese  Minister  in  the 
ordinary  course.  It  will  be  laid  with 
the  Papers. 

COMMAND  OF  ALLIED  FORCES. 
Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  there  is  any  General  in  supreme 
command  of  the  allied  forces  at  Tientsin  ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  any  communications 
have  passed  between  the  Powers  as  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Commander-in-Chief. 
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■"  «Kr.    BRODRICK :   The    instructions 
=&jhren  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
he  senior  naval  and  military  officers  on 
he  spot  are  to  arrange  all  matters  in  con- 
stat with  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
forces  of  other  Powers.     Communications 
3jtoe    passing    between    the    Powers     on 
l*y»rious  points,  but  we  are  not  in  tele- 
s4raphic  communication  with  Tientsin,  and 
Hf  cannot  make  any  further  statement  at 
ent. 


^  Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
ajfcary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
^Her  Majesty's  Government  has  sanctioned 
-  jmy  proposal  to  put  the  allied  forces  at 
j,  Tientsin  under  the  command  of  a  Japanese 
rjjeneral  officer. 

!     *MR.  BRODRICK  :  No,   Sir ;  nor  has 
*ny  such  proposal  yet  been  made. 

CHINA  PAPERS. 
Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
lie  can  state  when  the  China  Papers  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  They  are  being 
prepared  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  I  can- 
not name  any  day  at  present.  They  will 
be  laid  in  time  for  discussion  before  the 
Foreign  Office  Vote  is  taken. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR- HOSPITAL 
AND  MEDICAL  ARRANGEMENTS- 
COMMITTEE  OF  INQUIRY. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  criticism  to 
which  the  appointment  of  Professor  Cun- 
ningham to  be  a  member  of  the  South 
African  Hospitals  Commission  has  been 
subject,  he  will  now  state  to  the  House 
the  grounds  on  which  Professor  Cunning- 
ham was  recommended  for  the  appoint- 
ment by  Sir  William  MacCormac  and  by 
Dr.  Jameson,  the  head  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department,  whose  administration 
in  South  Africa  will  be  the  subject  of 
investigation. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have 
already  told  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  this 
subject ;  but  I  do  not  admit  the  basis  of 
fact  which  he  has  assumed  in  putting  the 
question. 


Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilke3ton) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
announce  the  names  of  the  two  additional 
;  members  of  the  Commission  ? 

|  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  very 
■  sorry  that  so  much  delay  has  occurred. 
I  No  one  deplores  it  more  than  I  do  ;  but  I 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  statement  to- 
!  morrow. 

DESPATCHES. 
Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether  he  is  now  prepared  to  state 
when  the  despatches  relating  to  the 
following  operations  in  South  Africa  will 
be  published,  namely,  the  action  at 
Paardeberg,  the  advance  to  Bloemfontein, 
the  siege  and  relief  of  Ladysmith,  and 
the  further  operations  in  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  As,  I  think,  I 
indicated,  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  publishing  these  despatches  at  present, 
but  I  hope  that  the  delay  will  not  be  very 
long. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  :  Before  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  comes  on  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  believe  not. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  When  they 
are  published,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man undertake  that  they  shall  be  pub- 
lished as  written,  and  shall  not  be  re- 
edited  as  the  Magersfontein  despatch 
was  ? 


Mr.    SWIFT    MacNEILL: 
me,  it  is  no  assumption. 


Pardon 


[No  answer  was  given.] 

TRANSPORT  RETURN. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty, having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
Transport  Return  (South  Africa)  was 
ordered  on  6th  February  last,  presented 
on  21st  May,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
on  22nd  May,  will  he  explain  why  its 
issue  to  Members  is  so  long  delayed. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
I  regret  that  there  has  been  any  delay  in 
the  production  of  this  voluminous  Return, 
iuvolving  the  accurate  checking  of  many 
details.  The  Return  is  now  complete  and 
'  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  in  a  few 
days. 


Questions. 
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MINISTERIAL    CRISIS    IN    CAPE 
COLONY. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  especially  to  the  vary- 
ing accounts  thereof,  he  will  now  lay 
before  Parliament  Papers  explaining  the 
recent  Ministerial  crisis  in  Cape  Colony,  \ 
including  any  communications  which  have  j 
passed  between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  Cape 
Colony. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Yes,  Sir. 

MARTIAL    LAW-ARREST   OF    MR. 
JACOBUS  BOTHA. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSOX  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  On  behalf  of  the 
lion.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  North- 
wich  Division  of  Cheshire,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Mr.  Jacobus  Botha,  a  Member  of 
the  Cape  Parliament,  was  arrested  at 
Cape  Town  on  2Gth  June  without  a  war- 
rant ;  and,  if  so,  by  whose  authority  the 
arrest  was  made  ;  whether  an  application 
was  made  by  him,  and  to  what  court,  for 
his  unconditional  release  from  arrest,  and 
whether  that  application  was  refused; 
whether  he  has  been  admitted  to  bail  only 
on  condition  of  taking  his  trial  at  Aliwal 
North  :  whether  Aliwal  North  is  one  of 
the  districts  where  martial  law  was  in 
force  ;  and  whether  he  is  to  be  tried  by  a 
court  martial  or  by  what  tribunal. 

Mu.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am  in- 
formed by  Sir  A.  Milner  as  follows  (in 
reply  to  a  telegraphic  inquiry) :  Botha  was 
arrested  for  high  treason  at  Cape  Town  on 
date  mentioned,  on  warrant  signed  by 
resident  magistrate  Aliwal  North.  He 
applied  unsuccessfully  to  magistrate  Cape 
Town,  and  subsequently  to  Supreme 
Court,  for  release  from  arrest,  but  was 
afterwards  admitted  to  bail  by  the  latter 
on  condition  that  he  should  return  to 
Aliwal  North  and  remain  then*  during  his 
preparatory  examination,  which  is  now 
being  held  there  by  civil  authorities. 
(.■a<e  will  probably  come  for  trial  in  due 
course  before  Special  Commission.  Aliwal 
North  is  a  district  under  martial  law. 

MARTIAL  LAW  IN    V\VV.  COLONY. 

Mn.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
K. ):  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  tor  the  Colonics,  since  what  date,  in 


the    districts    of     Cape     Colony 
martial  law   was   proclaimed,   have 
military  courts  ceased  to  take  co; 
of  offences,  other    than  those  comi 
by  soldiers,  against  the  Criminal 
the  Colony. 

|      Mr.   J.   CHAMBERLAIN:   I 
stand  that  since  the  middle  of  April  »l 
fresh  trials  for  treasonable  offences  bjtbl  x 
military   courts  have  taken  place—onlrP  * 
preliminary   investigations.      This  is  j| 
the  information  I  have. 

COUliT  MARTIAL    PUNISHMENTS. 
Mit.     HUMPHREYS-OWEN    (Moa-I 
[  gomeryshirc) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretin- 1 
;  of  State  for  the  Colonics  whether  penooi 
sentenced  by  courts  martial   in  the  Cape 
Colony  to  terms  of  imprisonment  or  penal ' 
j  servitude    are    detained     in     civil  or  in 
military  prisons ;  and,  if  they  are  detained 
in  civil  prisons,  whether  the  warrants  an 
signed  by  civil  or  by  military  officers. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  no 
information.  The  question  should  be 
addressed  to  the  War  Office. 

CIVIL  SURGEONS  AT  THE  FRONT. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
\  if  he  can  state  the  number  of  civil  sur- 
geons whose  services  have  been  accepted 
since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  South 
Africa  for  the  field  hospitals  and  base 
hospitals,  and  the  number  of  civil  surgeon* 
who  are  at  present  employed  in  these 
hospitals,  and  how  many  Army  medical 
officers  within  two  years  from  their 
entrance  into  the  Army  Medical  Service 
i  have  been  sent  to  the  war  infSouth  Africa; 
'  whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
,  the  fact  that  of  ninety-eight  Army 
;  medical  officers  who  are  liable  to  be  re- 
called to  service,  four  only  aro  employed 
in  South  Africa  or  in  hospital  ships,  and 
that  although  many  of  them  have  re- 
quested to  be  sent  to  the  scat  of  war  their 
oilers  were  refused  ;  whether  the  autho- 
rities at  the  War  Office  an?  aware  that  the 
sending  of  Army  medical  officers  without 
previous  experience  in  campaigns,  ami 
the  recognition  of  the  services  of  civil 
surgeons  while  the  services  of  retired 
Army  medical  officers  have  been  rejected, 
has  led  to  discontent  and  a  feeling  that 
the  medical  treatment  of  the  troops  will 
be  wholly  ^uhordiiuitt'  to  purely  military 
tjiiiirfidcrMiims  :  and  will  iie  cause  inquiries- 
t<»  be  made  in  the  matter. 
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ia^THE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 

^R  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 

^pnrices  of  385  civil  surgeons  have  been 

^jboepted,   principally  for   base   hospitals 

jbd  general  duty  ;  of  these  363  are  now 

ft  South  Africa.     This  does  not  include 

JffKNse  locally  employed,  or  attached  to 

rihrate  hospitals  or  to  the  Yeomany  or 

i  Rhodesian  Field  Force.     One  hundred 

seventeen  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 

under  two  years'   service    have 

sent    out.      Of    the    ninety-eight 

officers  liable  to  recall,  as  has  been  already 

aptated,  eighteen  hold  permanent  military 

Appointments    at    home,   and  very   few 

"▼olunteered  for  service  in  South  Africa. 

"Nothing  is  known  of  any  general  discon- 

B  tent  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers. 

« 

'•  FEVER    AT    LADYSMITH. 

"      Sir  WALTER   FOSTER :    I   beg  to 

7  ask  the   Under  Secretary   of   State   for 

■  War  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to 

-  the  statement  that  there  have  been  6,000 

cases  of  typhoid  fever  among  the  troops 

at   Ladysmith   since   the   relief  of    that 

place ;  and  if  he  can  give  the  number  of 

admissions  to  hospital  for  typhoid  fever, 

and    the    number  of  deaths   from   that 

disease  in  the  forces  under  General  Buller 

for  the  twelve  weeks  ending  25th  May. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  statement  put  forward,  and 
I  have  complete  Returns  for  the  Lady- 
smith  garrison  only  up  to  18th  May.  The 
cases  of  enteric  at  Ladysmith  from  the 
date  of  the  relief  to  the  week  ending  18th 
May  amount  to  799.  Including  the 
above  the  total  admissions  for  all  the 
forces  in  Natal  during  the  twelve  weeks 
ending  25th  May  were  2,380,  and  the 
deaths  550. 

TREATMENT    OF    DISCHARGED     SOL- 
DIERS-CASE OF  ROBERT  WEIR. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  state  on  what  grounds  has  the 
conclusion  been  formed  that  the  mental 
infirmity  of  private  Robert  Weir,  of  the 
Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  who,  on  his 
return  from  the  war  in  South  Africa,  was 
transferred  from  Netley  to  the  workhouse 
at  Enniskillcn,  where  he  is  now  a  pauper 
inmate,  was  not  due  to  the  horrors  and 
privations  of  the  campaign  in  Natal 
through  which  he  served  with  his  regi 
ment ;  and,  seeing  that  Weir  would  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  if  his  mental  infir- 
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mity  was  due  to  his  services  in  the  Army, 
can  he  say  by  whom  was  the  judgment 
formed  that  his  madness  was  not  directly 
or  indirectly  caused  by  these  services,  and 
to  what  supervision  or  control  was  that 
judgment  subject. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  This  man  became 
insane  on  the  passage  out,  and  twice 
tried  to  jump  overboard ;  he  was  disem- 
barked at  Cape  Town,  and  kept  under 
supervision  there  for  two  months, 
and  was  then  invalided  home.  Upon 
these  facts  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
the  hospital  at  Cape  Town  formed  the 
opinion  that  Weir's  madness  was  not  the 
result  of  the  campaign  in  Natal ;  that 
opinion  was  confirmed  by  several  medical 
officers  through  whose  hands  the  man 
passed,  and  finally  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Chelsea  Hospital. 

CASUALTY  RETURNS. 
Mr.  SWrIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  explanation,  if  any,  has  the  War 
Office  to  give  for  the  circumstances  that 
the  death  of  Sergeant  G.  French,  of  the 
Royal  Warwick  Regiment,  which  occurred 
at,  Bloemfontein  on  26th  May,  and  the 
death  in  the  same  place  of  Private  Martin, 
of  the  same  regiment,  on  31st  May,  were 
not  published  by  the  War  Office  till 
12th  July  ;  and  can  he  say  why  have  the 
families  of  these  two  soldiers,  who  died 
presumably  in  hospital  at  Pretoria,  not 
been  apprised  of  their  deaths  for  nearly 
two  months. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  information 
was  not  received  by  the  War  Office  until 
Sunday,  the  8th  July,  and  after  the  usual 
verification  was  published  on  the  10th 
July. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Has  the 
hon.  Gentleman  any  reason  to  give  for 
the  long  delay  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that  it  is  only  by  means 
of  a  very  elaborate  system  of  triplicate 
returns  that  we  are  able  to  get  the 
information  we  do  at  such  an  early  date. 

IRISH    MILITIAMEN    AND    THE 
HARVEST. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny; : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the  incon- 
venience and  loss  that  may  toswVx  to  Vc*,- 
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land  by  having  the  Irish  Militia  Kegi- 
ments  in  England  while  their  labour  is 
needed  during  the  harvest  in  Ireland,  he 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  either  dis- 
banding them  or  giving  them  leave  to 
return    to     Ireland    to     assist     at     the 


harvesting. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Instructions  were 
issued  on  the  6th  June  to  the  general 
officers  commanding  in  the  United  King 
dom  that  militiamen  belonging  to  units 
embodied  before  the  6th  March  might  be 
given  furlough  if  they  had  satisfactorily  com- 
pleted their  training  and  could  be  spared. 
The  Secretary  of  State  would  have  been 
glad  to  assent  to  a  more  general  release 
of  the  Militia,  both  in  the  interests  of  the 
men  themselves  and  in  view  of  the  wide- 
spread demand  for  labour,  but,  having 
regard  to  present  circumstances,  he  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  general  leave 
or  disembodiment  would  be  inexpedient. 

CHELSEA  HOSPITAL  GARDEN. 
Mr.  MASSEY-MAIXWARIXG  (Fins- 
bury,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  by  whose  orders  the  garden  of  the 
Chelsea  pensioners  was  lately  closed  at 
8  p.m.  instead  of  9  p.m.  ;  by  whose  orders 
this  garden  has  been  closed  at  8.30  p.m. 
this  week  ;  and  why  the  hour  fixed  for 
closing  between  the  10th  June  and  10th 
July,  which  has  existed  for  many  years, 
was  altered,  and  at  whose  suggestion. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  gardens  were 
closed  at  an  earlier  hour  than  usual  by 
orders  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Secretary  of  the  hospital  to  prevent  dis- 
orderly conduct  which,  it  appears,  had 
been  taking  place  in  the  dusk. 

ARMY  LANCES— SERGEANT  CART- 
WRIGHT'S  CLAIM. 

Mr.  PIKE  PEASE  (Darlington):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  application  from  Sergeant 
Cartwright,  late  of  the  16th  Lancers,  for 
some  monetary  recognition  for  his  ser- 
vices in  connection  with  his  exhibition 
with  the  lance  before  a  committee  of 
generals  ;  and  whether,  considering  the 
fact  that  he  was  informed  that  upon  his 
performance  depended  the  retention  of 
the  lance  in  the  Army,  and  taking  into 
account  the  fact  that  Sergeant  Cart- 
wright   was  promised  a   commission,    he 


will  consider  whether  it  would  be  \ 
to  accede  to  his  request  and  make  i 
allowance     to     him     for     the 

rendered. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  l 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Po« 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  There  i 
no  records  in  the  War  Office  showing  t" 
any  promise  of  a  commission  was 
to  Sergeant  Cartwright  or  which 
borate  other  statements  made  in  the  a 
tion.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  w»| 
has  fully  considered  Sergeant  Cartwrigbnl 
application,  and  is  not  prepared  to  gntfl 
it. 

NAVAL  CONSTRUCTION— INFLAM- 
MABLE   WOODWORK. 

Mr.     PROVAND    (Glasgow,    Bhctl 
friars) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  I 
Admiralty  whether  ho  is  aware  that  Mil 
result  of  the  experience  gained  in  the  w  1 
between  China  and  Japan,  and  in  thewir 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the 
woodwork  in  all  men-of-war  lately  boflt 
i  and  now  building  for  the  United  SUta 
|  Government  is  made   of     non-flammaUe 
I  timber ;  whether  he  is  also  aware  that  the 
Russian  Government  are   having  men-of- 
war  built  in  the  United  States  in  which 
all  the  woodwork  is  non-flammable ;  and 
|  can  he   say   whether  the   wood  used  in 
vessels  at  present  under  construction  for 
the  British  Government  is  rendered  non- 
flammable. 

The  FIRST  LORD   of   the  ADMI- 
RALTY   (Mr.   Goschex,    St.    George^ 
j  Hanover    Square) :    The    term     "  lately 
I  built "  is  indefinite.      The  woodwork  for 
•  all  men-of-war   building  for    the   United 
j  States  Government  will  be  non-flammable, 
:  armour  backing  and  battens  for  electric 
j  wires  excepted.     Two  ships  are  building 
!  for  Russia  in  the  United   States.      We 
j  have  no  special  information  on  this  point 
'.  relative  to  these  ships,  but  in  all  Russian 
ships  now  building  orders  have  been  given 
to   use  non-flammable   wood  for  certain 
purposes.      Wood  not  specially  treated  is 
to  be  still  largely  used.     The  use  of  non- 
flammable wood  has  been  provided  for  in 
the  specifications  for  several  ships  now 
under  construction,  but  it  has  since  been 
found  to  involve    certain  serious  disad- 
vantages, and  further  orders  have  been 
suspended  until    the  best  way  of  over- 
coming these  difficulties  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  further  experience. 
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KALIAN         COMMONWEALTH  — 
,T        GOVERNOR       GENERAL  — 
XCIAL    RESIDENCE. 

HOGAN    (Tipperary,    Mid):    I 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

when  the  nomination  of  the  first 

ior     General    of    the    Australian 

onwealth    may    be    expected,  and 

me    the    otiicial    residence    of    the 

or  General   is   to   be    located   at 

.  j  pending  the  establishment  of  the 

.nent  Federal  capital. 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN:    The  hon. 
t^ber  will  have  seen  from  the  announce- 
:fc     in   the  press  on  the  14th  instant 
Her  Majesty  has  approved  the  selec- 
«*f  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun  as  the  first 
or  General.     The  question  of  the 
rnor  General's  residence  is  the  sub- 
of  communications  now  passing  with 
Colonies. 

KDIAN  AND  AUSTRALIAN  MAILS. 

Cr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 

to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 

ster  General,  whether,  owing  to 

under  -  staffing    and    various    other 

8,  considerable  quantities  of  Indian 

.  Australian  mails  have  recently  failed 


would  post  as  much  of  their  Indian  and 
Australian  correspondence  as  possible 
earlier  in  the  week. 

Mr.  HOGAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  the 
Continental  railways  that  carry  the 
Australian  mails  are  liable  to  any  penalty 
for  needless  delays  caused  by  carlessness 
I  and  inefficiency  in  their  working  arrange- 
I  ments  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the  propriety 
of  inserting  such  a  provision  in  future 
contracts  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  assume  that  the 
hon.  Member  is  referring  to  the 
Australian  mails  landed  at  Naples. 
The  Postmaster  General  has  no  relations 
with  the  Italian  and  French  railway  com- 
panies which  convey  those  mails  ;  and  he 
has  no  information  as  to  the  arrangements 
existing  between  them  and  their  respec- 
tive Governments.  The  payment  for  the 
transit  of  those  mails  is  made  to  the 
Italian  and  French  post  offices,  and  is 
regulated  by  the  Postal  Convention  of 
Washington.  I  understand  that  the  in- 
ward mail  from  Naples  is  paid  for  by  the 
Australian  Government,  who  are  content 


catch   the   steamers   for   which   they  j  with  the  ordinary  train  service,  whereas 

the  English  Government,  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  have  a  special  train  for  the  out- 
ward mail. 


i  intended. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
i) :  On  several  recent  occasions  it  has 
[>t  been  practicable  to  include  all    the 
tinted  matter  for  India  and  Australia  in 
Jfehe  mails  for  which  it  was  intended ;  but 
I JBO  letters  have  on  any  occasion  been  left 
1  behind.     Several  causes  have  contributed 
^\bo  the  delay.     The  public  have  the  habit 
<rf  leaving  the  posting  of  their  Indian  and 
Australian  correspondence    to    the  very 
last  moment — that  is  to  say,  till  Friday 
evening;   and  the  work  has  been  enor- 
mously increased  of  late  on  that  evening 
by  the  large  number  of  letters  and  news- 
papers posted  for  the  troops  in  South 
Africa.     Further,    there    has    not    been 
room  at  the  General  Post  Office  for  an 
.adequate  staff  of  men  to  deal  with  the 
outgoing  foreign  mails.      Now  that  the 
provincial  work  of  the  United  Kingdom 
lias  been  removed  to  Mount   Pleasant, 
.steps  are  being  taken  to  increase  the  staff 
At    the  General    Post  Office,  and    it    is 
hoped  that  by  this  means  the  irregularity 
to  which  the  Hon.  Member  refers  will  be 
remedied.     This    end,    however,    would 
«till  be  the  more  easily  attained  if  the  public 


ASHANTI— NATIVE   RISING  -  INVEST- 
MENT OF  COOMASSIE. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  progress 
has  been  made  by  the  Coomassie  relief 
column ;  and  will  he  state  what  number 
of  persons  escaped  from  the  fort  with  the 
governor,  and  how  many  reached  Cape 
Coast  Castle. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Accoriing 
to  the  latest  information,  Colonel  Will- 
cocks  was  at  Bekwai,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Coomassie,  on  the  1 2th  instant.  It 
will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the  telegrams 
from  Sir.  F.  Hodgson  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  on  the  7th  and 
10th  instant,  that  the  column  which  left 
Coomassie  was  600  strong,  including 
twenty- six  Europeans,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  700  carriers,  and  that  on  the 
way  to  the  coast  seven  men  were  killed, 
and  two  officers  and  some  more  men  died 
of  their  wounds  or  were  missing.  The 
exact  number  of  those  who  reached  Ca\*s 
Coast  is  not  stated. 
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INDIA  FAMINE-ADVANCES  TO  I, AND 
CULTIVATORS. 

Mr  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  »sk  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  what  are 
the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  under  which  advances  are 
made  to  the  cultivators  in  the  famine 
districts  for  restocking  their  farms  ;  and 
whether  such  advances  are  by  gift  or  by 
loan,  and,  if  by  loan,  what  are  the  condi- 
tions of  repayment,  and  what  is  the  total 
amount  hitherto  advanced  or  promised 
by  the  Government  of  India  for  that 
purpose. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  The  general  conditions  of 
Government  advances  to  cultivators,  for 
the  restocking  of  their  farms  are  (1) 
that  they  are  to  be  free  of  interest ;  (2) 
that  the  first  instalment  of  repayment 
will  not  be  demanded  for  at  least  twelve 
months  ;  (3)  that  the  local  governments 
may  hereafter  grant  remissions  in  respect 
of  these  advances,  thus  converting  them 
into  gifts,  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  recipients.  According  to  the  last 
advices,  the  sum  allotted  bv  Government 
for  these  advances  was  .£820,000.  The 
hon.  Member  is  of  course  aware  that  a 
large  part  of  the  charitable  fund  raised 
by  subscription  has  been  devoted  to  this 
same  purpose. 

ST.  petekskuim;  herring  trade. 

Mr.  WEIU  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
St.  Petersburg  has  yet  been  able  to 
secure  improved  facilities  for  the  dis- 
charge and  storage  of  herrings  at  that 
port. 

*Mu.  BRODRICK :  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg  was  in- 
formed by  the  Russian  Government  in 
September  last  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ings and  execution  of  the  works  which 
were  urgently  needed  for  the  discharge  and 
storage  of  herrings  at  that  port.  No 
further  complaints  of    defective    accom- 


modation 
dite. 


have   been  received  since    that 


TEACHERS'  STPEKANNUATIOX  IN 
THE  CHANNEL  ISLANDS  AND  THE 
ISLE  OV  MAN. 

*Mu.      YOXALL    (Nottingham.    \V.): 
I  beg  r.»  a-dv  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the    considered  via- 


Home  Department  if  he  has  been  ab^ 
arrange  to  introduce  the  non-contt 
Bill,  involving  no  charge  on  the  Imp 
Exchequer,     extending      the    To 
Superannuation  Act  to  the  Isle  oi  ] 
and  the  Channel  Isles  this  session. 

*The  SECRETARY   of  STATE 
the    HOME    DEPARTMENT  (Sir  ] 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Black 
Yes,  Sir ;  I  hope  to  he  able  to  introdaal 
the  Bill,   or,  rather,    Bills — one  for  «k| 
island  that  desires  it — to-morrow. 

VACCINATION    PROSECUTIONS-CA3I 
OF  F.  J.    CHATTING. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  R» 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stte 
for  the  Homo  Department  whether  be  « 
aware  that  Mr.  F.  J.  Chatting  was  ia 
prisoned  for  not  paying  a  fine  for  in- 
compliance to  an  order  for  vaccination; 
that  the  warrant  for  his   arrest  was  fcr 
Pentonville,  but  that   he  was   taken  to 
West  Ham  police  station,  then  taken  to 
Stratford  police  court,  and  kept  witho* 
food  from  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  on    7th  July; 
and  that  on  his  arrival  at  Pentonville,  in- 
stead of  being  treated  as  a  first  class  mis- 
demeanant, his  clothes  were  taken  from 
him,  and  that  he  was  forced  to  wear  t 
prison  suit,  and  that  he  was  subjected  to 
other  treatment  which  the  Act  does  rax 
permit ;  and  whether  he    will  take  such 
steps  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such 
proceedings. 

♦Sin  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  Chatting 
was  not  arrested  till  about  8.40  p. m.  on 
the  Gth.  It  was  then  too  late  to  take  him 
to  Pentonville,  so  he  was  taken  to  West 
Ham  police  station,  and  thence  on  the 
next  morning  to  the  police  court,  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinary  practice,  in 
order  that  he  might  go  on  to  Pentonville 
by  the  afternoon  van.  He  had  breakfast 
at  the  station,  and  might  have  had  lunch 
at  the  police  court,  but  on  being  twice 
asked  whether  he  wanted  anything 
replied  in  the  negative.  At  Pentonville 
the  reception  ofticer  made  a  mistake  and 
treated  him  like  an  ordinary  prisoner. 
For  this  mi-take  he  will  l>e  duly  dealt 
with  by  the  Prison  Commissioners,  and  it 
is  not  one  which  is  likely  to  recur. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIK:  Is  no  com- 
pensation or  apology  even  to  be  made  to- 
this  man  ? 

•Siu  M.  WHITK  KHM/TCY  :  T  have  not 
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~  ^  LONDON    SCHOOL   BOARD   RE- 
11    **  HOUSING   SCHEMES. 

*  JfR.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
Jjtf.)  :  I  beg    to  ask   the   Secretary   of 

for  the  Home  Department  whether 
*|B  School  Board  for  London  propose  to 
pcharge  their   obligations    under   their 
sional  Confirmation  Act  of  last  year 
i  rehouse  persons  of  the  labouring  class 
ced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wood 
Bt,  Bethnal  Green,  by  erecting  dwel- 
in  Parnell  Road,  Bow ;  and,  if  so, 
ether,  as   the   proposed  dwellings*  will 
useless  for  the  purpose  of  rehousing 
_- — >   persons   so  displaced,  he  will  with- 
^fcold  his  approval  from  the  scheme. 

^♦SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  The  scheme 
■piadicated  by  the  hon.  Member  forms  only 
popart  of  proposals  which  have  been  laid 
sajbefore  me  by  the  London  School  Board, 
T^jaaad  are  now  under  my  consideration.  I 
■^■fcannot  yet  say  whether  or   not  I  shall 

*  e*pprove  them.  But  as  regards  the  re- 
s;  housing  of  the  actual  persons  displaced,  I 
pv<may  say  that  the  buildings  in  Wood 
7:*  Street  were  demolished  more  than  a  year 

*r ;«go. 

£  DORKING  RURAL  DISTRICT 

,  .  COUNCIL. 

*m        Mr.   CUBITT  (Surrey,     Reigate)  :    I 
fc    beg  to   ask   the  President  of  the  Local 
-■   Government  Board  whether  his  attention 
-    has  been  called   to  the  fact  that  on  the 
23rd  ult.  the  Dorking  Advertiser  contained 
the  copy  of  a   letter  sent  by  the  Local 
7    Government  Board  to  the  Dorking  Rural 
District  Council,  which  that  council  had 
i     previously  refused  to  make  public  pend- 
■    ing  further  negotiations  with  the  Board  ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Board 
to  supply  a  copy  of  such  letters  to  any- 
one who  applies  for  them  without  refer- 
ence to  the  authority  to  whom  they  were 
originally  written ;  and,  if  not,  if  he  will 
take  steps  to  deal  with  the  official  who 
was  responsible  for  the  disclosure  in  this 
case. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  It  is  not  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
supply  as  a  matter  of  course  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  they  had  addressed  to  a  local 
authority  to  anyone  applying  for  it.  In 
the  present  case  the  letter  was  one  which 
they  had  sent  to  the  district  council  in 
sanctioning  a    loan   for    sewerage,    and 


application  for  a  copy  of  it  was  made  by 
a  ratepayer,  with  whom  the  Board  had 
had  some  correspondence  in  connection 
with  the  loan.  There  did  not  appear  to 
be  any  sufficient  reason  for  refusing  the 
application.  The  Board  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  facts  referred  to  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  question. 

DEVIZES   PRISON-WARDER  HAR- 
GRAVE'S  PENSION. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Wiltshire,  Devizes) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  can  now  state  the 
decision  of  the  Treasury  in  reference  to 
the  pension  of  Henry  Hargrave,  late 
warder  of  Devizes  Prison,  and  whether 
the  whole  of  the  pension  awarded  to  him 
by  the  Treasury  should  have  been  appor- 
tioned between  Imperial  and  local  funds. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  Treasury,  in 
October,  1898,  awarded  to  Hargrave  a 
pension  of  £44  12s.  2d.  on  the  scale 
allowed  by  the  Superannuation  Act,  1859. 
In  the  following  month  the  Home  Secre- 
tary forwarded  to  the  Treasury  a  resolu- 
tion by  the  late  prison  authority  (the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  County 
of  Wilts)  asking  that  the  pension  might 
be  increased  to  two-thirds  of  Hargrove's 
retiring  salary,  and  stating  that  they 
were  ready  to  pay  the  difference  between 
the  pension  as  already  awarded,  and  the 
amount  of  such  two-thirds.  To  this  the 
Treasury  assented,  and  the  increased  rate 
asked  for  was  awarded.  The  Local 
Government  auditor  of  the  county 
accounts  has  now  reported  that  the 
quarter  sessions  has  no  power  to  fulfil 
their  undertaking,  and  Hargrave  can  thus 
receive  only  the  amount  of  the  original 
award.  The  words  of  the  Prisons  Act, 
1877,  will  not  allow  the  Treasury  to  pay 
the  excess  for  which  the  quarter  sessions 
made  themselves  responsible.  The  case 
of  Hargrave  and  other  prison  officers 
whose  pensions  are  affected  by  this  decision 
appears  one  of  hardship,  and  I  hope  that 
a  Bill  may  be  passed  early  next  session 
giving  the  local  authorities  power  to  pay 
the  excess  pension  which  they  have 
always  desired  to  do. 


RAILWAY    PASSENGERS' 
LUGGAGE. 


FREE 


Sir  CAMERON  GULL  (Devon,  Barn- 
staple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Midland  Company  has  given  notice 


(jlirttinlK. 
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that  from  an  early  date  the  amount  of 
free  luggage  that  will  he  allowed  to  pas- 
sengers will  be  150  pounds  first  class, 
and  100  pounds  third  class,  and  whether 
he  will  communicate  with  the  other  com- 
panies with  the  view  of  urging  them  to 
adopt  a  similar  limit. 

Mil.  HANBURY  (for  Mr.  Ritchie)  : 
The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  correspondence 
with  the  Railway  Association  on  the  sub- 
ject of  excess  luggage,  and  will  consider 
the  expediency  of  raising  the  point  made 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  in  a  subsequent  com- 
munication to  that  body.  The  Board  of 
Trade  understand  that  several  other  im- 
portant companies  have  adopted  the 
increased  scale,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  example  will  be  followed  by  others. 

Mr.  TREVELYAX  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland) :  Will  the  Board  of  Trade  lay 
upon  the  table  the  correspondence  up  to 
date  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  will  consult  my 
right  hon.  friend  as  to  that. 

PILLAR  BOXES  IN  THE  METROPOLIS. 
*Mu.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General,  if 
he  will  state  how  many  pillar  letter  boxes 
there  are  in  the  metropolitan  area  ;  how 
many  of  these  are  divided  into  two  com- 
plements ;  how  many  of  these  latter  are 
within  the  E.G.  district ;  and,  what  is  the 
reason  persons  posting  in  one  part  of 
London  are  obliged  to  sort  their  letters, 
under  pain  of  having  the  delivery  delayed, 
while  no  such  obligation  is  imposed  on 
persons  posting  in  other  parts  of  London. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  number  of  wall 
and  pillar  letter  boxes  (other  than  those 
in  use  at  post  offices)  in  the  metropolitan 
area  is  2,988.  In  the  Eastern  Central 
district  there  are  156  boxes,  ninety-nine 
being  pillar  and  fifty-seven  wall  boxes. 
Of  the  ninety-nine  twenty -six  have  two 
compartments,  and  of  the  fifty- seven 
twenty-three  are  double  boxes,  i.e.,  two 
placed  side  by  side  and  counting  as  one 
box.  The  duplicating  arrangement  will 
be  extended  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  the 
Eastern  Central  district.  The  reason 
why  it  is  desired  that  letters  for  (1) 
London  and  abroad,  (2)  provinces,  should, 
so  far  as  the  Eastern  Central  District  is 
concerned,  be  posted  separately,  is  that 


the  two  classes  of  letters  are  nord^kt 
with  in  different  buildings  a  mile  apflth' 
and  that  at  the  busiest  parts  of  the  oB  »' 
each  class   is  taken    direct  to  the 
appropriated  to  that   class.     When 
are  not  posted  separately  a  certain  poniB  I> 
of  them  must  necessarily  1>e  taken  indB  w 
first  instance   to   the    wrong  office,  i^k  *i 
then  it  is  sometimes  impossible  to  v 
delay.  ■  Y 

♦Mr.  COHEN  asked    whether  it 
intended  to  extend  the  system  of  duptieal 


!  boxes  to  the  whole  of  London. 

|  Mr.  HANBURY  replied  that  tkl 
:  Eastern  Central  District  must  first  hi 
I  dealt  with  on  account  of  the  enormosl 
<  number  of  letters  posted  in  that  district,! 
|  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  room  codll 
i  not  be  found  to  deal  with  them  at  Sc| 
\  Marti n's-le-Orand. 

PALACE    OF   WESTMINSTER— WORE  | 
i      DEPARTMENT— EMPLOYEES'  GRIET- 
,      ANCES. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  is  aware  that  for  the 
last  thirty  years  the  men  of  the  Worb 
Department  have  had  an  outing  on  the 
first  Saturday  of  July,  and  that  on  the 
occasion  they  have  l>een  in  the  habit  of 
coming  to  work  on  the  morning  of  the 

;  day,  and  withdrawing  at  about  8.30  9l.hl, 
and  have  received  pay  for  one  half  day, 

:  paying  for  the  outing  themselves ;  and 
will  he  explain  why  they  have  been  this 
year  deprived  of  this  half-day's  pay. 

The    FIRST    COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS   (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,    Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  facts  are  as  stated 
in   the   hon.   Member's    question.       The 
practice   referred  to  has  applied,  I  under- 
stand,  only    to    the   works    contractor's 
,  men  employed  about  this  building,  and  it 
:  is  proposed  to  substitute  some  more  satis- 
■  factory    arrangement.        Meantime    the 
'  half-day's   pay    this   year   will    be  made 
:  good. 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE  REGULA- 
TIONS IN  NORFOLK. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture if  his  attention  has  l>een  drawn  to 
the  resolutions  with  reference  to  foot  and 
i  mouth  disease  passed  by  the  Norfolk 
County  Council  on  the  7th  instant;  and 
whether,  in   the   event    of  another   out- 
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Jeak,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  adopt 
-IB    suggestions    put    forward  in    those 
^•olutions. 

■£Mr.   AKERS   DOUGLAS     (for    Mr. 

%NG)  :  I   have  received  a  copy   of  the 

*||K>lutions  to  which   the    hon.   Member 

"*p£ers.     I  shall  be  glad  to  give  them  my 

esJ|Hry  careful  consideration,  but  I  could  not 

Jfoperly  enter  into  any  undertaking  as  to 

pie  course  which  ib  would  be  my  duty  to 

^jdopt  should  any  further  outbreak  of  the 

spkease  unfortunately  take  place. 

SANITATION    IN   THE   ISLAND  OF 
,;  LEWIS. 

k  Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for 
[^Scotland  is  aware  that  the  medical  officer 
ji?at  health  for  Ross  and  Cromarty  in  his 
r  report  for  last  year  states  that,  in  a  town- 
ship in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  there  were 
forty-one  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  a 
population  of  300  within  a  period  of  six 
months,  and  points  out  that,  although  an 
isolation  hospital  is  urgently  necessary, 
the  local  authorities  are  powerless  to  pro- 
vide one  owing  to  the  rates  for  the  various 
parishes  throughout  the  island  being 
already  so  high  ;  and,  in  view  of  the  in- 
sanitary condition  of  many  of  the  parishes 
in  the  island,  will  he  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  either  urging  the  Treasury  to 
provide  the  requisite  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  an  isolation  hospital,  or  introduce 
legislation  at  an  early  date  such  as  will 
admit  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
applying  a  portion  of  the  funds  at  its 
disposal  for  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  isolation  hospitals  where  urgently 
needed  in  the  congested  area. 

Mr.    WEIR :  I   beg    also  to   ask  the 
Lord  Advocate,  as  representing  the  Secre- ! 
tary  for   Scotland,  whether   he   is  aware  I 
that  the  last  report  of  the  medical  officer 
of  health  for  Ross  and  Cromarty  shows  ' 
that  if  the  Sanitary  Clauses  in  the  Public  ! 
Health  (Scotland)  Act   were   strictly   en- 
forced in   the    Island  of  Lewis   a  large 
number    of    the    inhabitants    would    be 
homeless ;  and  will  he  state  what  steps 
he  proposes  to  take  in  order  to  place  the 
island  on  a  satisfactory  sanitary  basis. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  In  reply 
to  Questions  23  and  24  as  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Island  of  Lewis,  I  must 
point  out  that  the  enforcement  of  the  new 


provisions  of  the  recent  Public  Health  Act 
can  be  undertaken  only  gradually  and 
with  caution,  both  for  the  reason  adduced 
by  the  hon.  Member  himself  and  because 
of  the  reluctance  which  he  must  know 
exists  in  the  Highlands  to  removal  and 
to  isolated  treatment  of  infectious  cases. 
The  Local  Government*  Board  are  not 
inactive,  and  I  know  from  official  and  other 
channels  that  progress  is  being  made  and 
that  in  some  districts  the  present  con- 
ditions compare  very  favourably  with 
those  observed  not  many  years  ago.  I  am 
informed  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  they  are  at  the  present  moment  in 
communication  with  more  than  one 
local  authority  in  the  island  districts  re- 
garding new  hospital  accommodation, 
and  plans  are  in  hand  for  an  hospital  in 
the  Carloway  district.  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  is  not  prepared  at  present 
to  undertake  legislation  in  connection 
with  the  matter. 

SCOTTISH   FISHERIES— AVOCH  (110SS- 
SHIRE)   HARBOUR. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Fishery  Board 
have  now  under  consideration  a  proposal 
for  improving  the  harbour  accommodation 
at  Avoch,  Ross-shire  ;  and  can  the  Board 
now  see  their  way  to  make  a  grant  in  aid 
of  the  work. 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  An 
application  for  a  grant  towards  improving 
Avoch  harbour  has  been  received  by  the 
Fishery  Board,  and  has  been  remitted  to 
a  committee  of  their  number  for  a  report, 
on  receipt  of  which  the  Board  will  be 
able  to  arrive  at  a  decision. 

DEPORTATION  OF  PAUPERS  TO 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
|  Camberwell  Board  of  Guardians  intend 
sending  Joseph  Jones  to  Ireland  against 
his  will,  although  he  has  spent  forty  years 
in  London ;  and  whether,  pending  a 
change  in  the  law,  he  can  arrange  that 
Joseph  Jones  can  be  retained  in  Camber- 
well. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :    My   right   hon. 
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Mr. 
answer 
hands. 


HANBURY  :  I  can  only  give  t*| 
which  has    been    placed   in 


friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this  ques- 1      Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  X.)  :  Who 
tii  m.     I  do  not  know  how  long  the  pauper  j  control,   then,   over   the    removal  ot 
referred  to  has  resided  in  England,  but  I  !  gravel  ? 
understand  that  he  has  previously  been  : 
t\\  ice  removed  to  Ireland,  and   that  an  i 
order  was  obtained  by  the    Gamberwell  I 
Guardians  on  the  Oth  instant  for  his  being 
again   removed   to   that   country.      The 
piuper  has,    however,    now   given  addi- 
tional particulars  as  to  his  residence  in 
Cambcrwell,     and     the     guardians     are 
causing  further  inquiries  to  be  made.     If 
the  result  is  to  show  that  he  is  settled  in 


IV. 

in 

z 

V 


LISTOWEL-BALLYBUNION  RAILWAY.  I 
Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre*  I 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Irade  whether  it  I 
can  give  any  information  as  to  the  ap  I 
proximate    cost    of     the    railway   fr»| 


Gamberwell,  the  order  will  not  be  pro- ;  Listowel,  county  Kerry,  to   follybunion, 
ceeded  with ;  but  there  is  no  power  to  j  a  seaside  watering  resort,    which  railway 
require   the    guardians   to   abstain  from  j  lsy  built  on    the     Lartigue    single  nil 
removing  the  pauper  to  Ireland  pending  j  system, 
any  alteration  in  the  law  on  the  subject, 


assuming  that  he  is  legally  removable. 

GREYaTOXES    (CO.    WICKLOW) 
FORESHORE. 


Mr.  HANBURY  (for  Mr.   Ritchii): 
The  railway  company  state  as  follows— 

"  The  Bally  bunion  Railway  cost  thiity-thm 

thousand  pounds,  including  purchase  of  lud, 

MR.    JAMES    O'CONNOR  (Wicklow,  ';  ™]}}nZ  »«*to,  and  everything  connected  with 

W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  : 

Board  of  Trade  is  he  aware  that  since  the  i 

Board  of  Trade  declined  to  prohibit  the 


removal   of  gravel    from    the    foreshore 
below   high- water   mark   at    Grcystones, 
county   Wicklow,    English   steamers   are 
engaged  in  taking  cargoes  of  it  to  Liver- 
pool ;  whether  the  gravel  is  being  sold  ; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  ;  whether  the  land- 
lord  of  the  foreshore   above  high-water 
mark  has  consented  to  the  removal  of  the  j 
gravel ;  and  whether  the  removal  of  the  | 
gravel  will  endanger  the   safety  of   the  j 
Wicklow  Railway  line ;  and  whether  he 
will  make  an  inquiry  into  the  matter. 


This  amount  is  shown  in  the  annual 
Railway  Returns  laid  before  Parliament 
as  the  total  authorised'  share  and  loan 
capital  of  the  company,  the  whole  ot 
which  has  been  paid  up  and  raised. 


Mr.  HANBURY  (for  Mr.  Ritchie)  : 
Gravel  is  to  some  extent  removed  from 
the  foreshore  below  high- water  mark  at 
Greystones,  but  the  Board  of  Trade  do 
not  know  by  whom,  or  where  it  is  taken 
to.  1  understand  that  the  owner  of  the 
beach  above  high- water  mark  allows 
gravel  to  be  removed  therefrom.  The 
safety  of  the  railway  line  is  primarily  a 
matter  for  the  railway  company,  who 
have  made  no  complaint  on  the  subject, 
and  at  present  the  Board  of  Trade  see  no 
reason  for  an  inquiry,  as  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  Is  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  see  to 
this? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  No  ;  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  not  responsible,  so  I  am  in- 
formed. 


Mr.  FLAVIN:  Is  this  the  only  rail- 
way on  the  Lartigue  system  to  be  found 
in  the  United  Kingdom  t 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  cannot  say. 

GREEVEGUILLA  (CO.  KERRY)  MAILS. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whet  hi  r  he  is  aware 
that  dissatisfaction  prevails  in  the  western 
portion  of  Greeveguilla,  situate  near 
Killarney,  county  Kerry,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  not  a  daily  delivery  of 
letters  in  that  district ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the  Killarney  Rural  District 
Council  passed  a  unanimous  resolution  in 
favour  of  a  daily  delivery  of  letters,  and 
having  regard  to  the  representations  made 
and  the  inconvenience  caused,  the  Post 
Office  authorities  will  take  steps  to 
remedy  the  grievance  complained  of. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Applications  have 
been  received  from  persons  residing  in 
the  townlands  of  Toornanonagh  and 
Leamyglissane,  which  are  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Greeveguilla  Post  Office, 
for  a  delivery  of  correspondence  on  six 
days  a  week  instead  of  four,  as  at  present. 
In  November  last  the  delivery  of  letters 
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"3  the   neighbourhood  was  increased  in  i 
Wjuency  from  two  to  four  days  a  week  j 
n  some  cases,  and  from  three  to  four  days  | 
i^  week  in  other  cases,  and  fresh  returns 

Cnow  being  taken  of  the  correspondence 
the  places  in  question,  with  the  view 
td  ascertaining  whether  a  delivery  every 
» j  Week  day  is  now  warranted. 


BELFAST  LAND   COMMISSION- 
INCREASES   OF   RENT. 


-  I 


Mr.  FLAVIN :  Do  I  understand  the 


~  Sight  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  it  is  under 
.'Consideration  whether  the  application 
i^shall  be  acceded  to  1 

A 

*       Mr.  HANBURY :  Yes,  that  is  so. 


IRISH  CATTLE  SENT  TO  THE  PORT  OF 
LONDON. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  I  beg  to 
.ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  can  state  by  what  authority  and  for 
what  reason  cattle  sent  from  Irish  ports 
•are  prohibited  from  landing  at  the  Port 
of  London,  although  up  till  about  thirty 
.years  ago  such  landing  was  permitted. 

Mr  AKERS  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
Long)  :  There  is  no  prohibition,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  against  the  landing  of  cattle  from 
Ireland  in  the  Port  of  London,  but  they 
could  not,  of  course,  be  brought  to  the 
Deptford  Foreign  Animals  Wharf,  which 
is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  reception  of 
foreign  animals. 


MONAGHAN  PETTY  SESSIONAL  AP- 
PEALS-CASES OF  M'GUIGAN  AND 
HUGHES. 

•  Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lora  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  M'Guigan  and  Hughes, 
sentenced  at  the  Monaghan  Petty  Sessions 
Court  to  long  terms  of  imprisonment,  and 
denied  the  right  of  appeal  on  a  techni- 
cality raised  by  the  Crown,  whether  he 
will  advise  the  reconsideration  of  the  sen- 
tences with  a  view  to  their  mitigation. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  :  It  is  not  for  me  to  act  as  sug- 
gested in  the  question.  Any  memorial 
from  the  prisoners,  or  on  their  behalf, 
praying  for  a  mitigation  of  sentence, 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant, in  whom  alone  is  vested  the  exercise 
•of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 


Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  recent 
increases  of  rent  made  at  Belfast  by  the 
Land  Commissioners,  and  to  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Commissioner  O'Brien  as  to 
the  effect  which  these  decisions  are  likely 
to  have  on  rents  in  South  Antrim  and 
North  Down;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  feeling  produced  amongst  farmers  in 
Ulster  by  the  proceedings  at  the  Commis- 
sion, rules  will  be  framed  for  the  future 
guidance  of  the  sub-commissioners. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  My  attention 
was  only  called  to  this  matter  by  a  news- 
paper cutting  which  I  received  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  on  prrival  at  the  House 
this  afternoon.  With  respeco  to  the 
second  paragraph,  the  framing  of  rules  is 
entirely  one  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Land  Commissioners  themselves. 

IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT-RATE 
ADJUSTMENTS. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  many  electoral  divisions  in 
Ireland,  under  the  adjustment  order  of 
the  Irish  Local  Government  Board,  a  rate 
which  has  accrued  due  in  past  years 
before  the  passing  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  is  about  to  be  levied  ;  whether  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board  have  re- 
fused the  application  of  several  county 
councils  in  Ireland  to  permit  the  pay- 
ment of  this  rate,  which  must  now  be 
borne  exclusively  by  the  occupiers,  to  be 
discharged  by  instalments,  on  the  ground 
that  such  a  course  would  be  in  contraven- 
tion to  law ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  landlords  are  now 
exempted  from  contribution  to  this  rate 
for  the  payment  of  half  of  which  they 
would  have  been  liable  had  it  been  levied 
when  it  accrued  due,  any  steps  will  be 
taken  to  relieve  the  occupiers  of  a 
greater  liability  for  the  payment  of  this 
rate  than  that  to  which  they  were 
originally  subject,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  responsibility  for  the  delay 
in  the  levy  does  not  rest  with  them. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  This  question 
presumably  refers  to  an  adjustment  order, 
declaring  in  respect  of  each  union  the 
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Mr.  DILLON :  That  Bill  does  notd 
with  the  point  raised  in  my  question. 


balances  clue  from  electoral  divisions  to 
the  union,  and  from  the  union  to  elec- 
toral divisions.  The  answer  to  the  second 

paragraph    is    in    the   affirmative.       As  BELFAST  RATES. 

respects  the  last  paragraph,  no  steps  can  Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  toaskMrJ 
be  taken  to  relieve  the  occupiers  of  any  i  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  I 
portion  of  the  rate  for  the  adjustment  of  j  having  regard  to  Sulvsection  9  of  Sect w I 
the  balances  due  from  electoral  divisions  j  54  0f  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1GSM 
to  the  union,  nor  on  the  other  hand  can  the  public  health  charge  of  7  Ad.  in  the£| 
any  allowances  be  made  to  the  landlord  ■  jn  the  city  of  Belfast  is  a  rate  for  wUek  I 
where  a  credit  balance  has  been  earned  j  immediate  lessees  are  proportiontt*ir| 
forward  to  a  division  by  the  order  owing  j  liable  under  any  Act  at  present  in  force.' 


to  the  last  rate  made  by  the  hoard  of 
guardians  on  that  division  having  been 
unnecessarily  high.  The  debits  and 
credits  to  be  adjusted  are,  generally 
speaking,  insignificant. 

HUSH  LOAN  FUND  HOARD. 
Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  sixty -second  annual  Re- 
port of  the  Loan  Fund  Board  for  Ireland, 
which  state «  that  the  existing  statutory 
powers  of  the  Board  are  not  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  control  effectively  the 
operations  of  loan  fund  societies  ;  and 
seeing  that  the  House  of  Commons  Com- 
mittee of  1855  unanimously  reported  that 
legislation  giving  the  Board  greater 
powers  of  control  was  necessary,  whether 
he  can  state  why  nothing  has  been  done  to 
carry  out  this  recommendation  of  the 
Committee,   and  when    the 


The    ATTORNEY-GENERAL    pm 
IRELAND    (Mr.    Atkinson,    London, 
deny,  N.) :  The  rate   of  7£d.  in  the  t 
j  referred  to  is  not  a  public  health  charge 
j  within  the  meaning  of   Section  54,  Sub- 
j  section   9   and  Section    57    of    the  Act 
;  of    1898,    because   Belfast    is   an  urban 
i  sanitary   district.     It   is    the    portion  of 
!  the   borough  rate  levied   for   defraying 
1  the  expenses  incurred  under  the  Public 
!  Health  Acts  in  Belfast  in  pursuance  of 
Section  226  of  the  Public  Health  (Irelwid) 
Act,  1878,  and  the  occupier  has  not  by 
law  any  right  of  deduction   in   respect  of 
the  borough  rate. 

GLEBE  LOANS  ACTS. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,   S.) :  I  beg  to 

ask   the   Chief   Secretary    to    the    Lord 

Lieutenant    of    Ireland    whether    he  is 

aware   that   the   Treasury    is    making  a 


Government  j  profjt  0ut  of  the  loans  under  the  Glebe 
propose  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  ,  Loans  Acts ;  whether  ho  is  aware  that 
this  subject.  j  the  Treasury  admit  that  circumstances  of 

Mil.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  answer  |  hardship  are  sunered  by  glebe  loan 
to  the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirm*  I  ^J™"'  a^  whethcPV  '"  ^w  1 
tive.  As  respecTs  the  second  paragraph  :  **t  th^  th<?  G?vc™^  are  "»*«*» 
I  am   uimlilc  to  answer   for  my    prede-    *^  tithe-rent  payable 

cessors  for  the  fortv  yearn  following  1 855.  j  V  *™h  ^J1"'  he  Clln/see  h|f  wa-v  » 
-     -  -•   -  -  -*?—  -         recommend  the  Treasury  to  make  a  sub- 

stantial  reduction  in  the    annual  instal- 
ments payable  by  glebe  loan  borrower* 


As  the  lion.  Member  is  aware, 
passed  through  all  its  stages 
ment   during  the  present  session 


a  Bill  has  i 

'     Rarlia- ; 

which  i 


m 


infill'      villi  in i;     Lilt;      uiwuii     0v.00.1v/n       "  «ivu   ,    .        ■_.       1         J 

meets  the  most  pressing  of  the  difficulties    m  irelana 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
the  statement  in  the  first  paragraph  is 
disputed  by  the  Treasury.     The  second 


and  hardships  of  the  existing  position  ;  but 
the  larger  question  of  how  to  deal  with 
the  loan  fund  system  generally  is  one  re- 
specting which  1  am  not  prepared  at  the  j  paragraph  presumably  refers  to  the  pas- 
present  moment  to  make  any  statement,    j  sagC  in  Sir  David  Han-el's  letter  of  the 

6th  May,  1898,  which  expressly  points 
out  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Treasury, 
|  any  hardships  suffered  by  present  incum- 
bents are  not  of  a  kind  calling  for  re- 
laxation of  the  terms  of  the  loans  to 
borrowers.     The  whole  matter  has  been 


Mr.  DILLON 
been  done  ? 


But  why  has   nothing 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  We  endea- 
voured to  pass  a  Bill  last  year,  but  were 
prevented  by  the  action  of  the  hon. 
Meml>er  and  his  friends.  We  have  passed 
one  this  year. 


fully   placed   by  the   Irish 
before  the   Treasury,   and 


Government 
anv    further 
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^Zjpiestions    on    the     subject     should     be 
iddressed  to  that  Department. 

^INSPECTOR    GKNERAL   ROYAL    IRISH 
-^  CONSTABULARY'. 

-%.  Mr.  FLAVIN  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
5:  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
vland  whether  it  is  proposed  to  fill  the 
5- position  of  Inspector  General  of  Royal 
■^ '.Irish  Constabulary  by  the  promotion  of 
^  ftn  officer  serving  in  the  force,  or  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
5.  fill  the  position  by  tho  appointment  of  an 
I  officer  not  belonging  to  the  force  ;  and,  if 
,  so,  what  are  his  qualifications  for  the 
J    position. 


Questions.  8& 

!  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  no  in- 
j  formation  as  to  the  first  paragraph.  The 
case  of  this  prisoner  has  been  twice  before 
'  the  Lords  J  ustices  on  a  memorial  for  a 
I  mitigation  of  sentence  —the  last  occasion 
I  so  recently  as  April  of  this  year ;  but  it 
I  was  decided  that  the  law  should  take  its 
I  course.  It  is  not  my  province  to  take  the 
I  action  suggested  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
I  question. 

!  Mr.  FLAVIN  :  May  I  again  ask  why 
the  same  clemency  has  not  been  extended 
to  this  man  as  was  given  to  Lord  Ken- 
mare's  bailiff  1 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  position 
of  Inspector  General  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  has  been  offered  to  and 
accepted  by  Colonel  Neville  Chamberlain, 
at  present  in  South  Africa.  In.  the 
opinion  of  the  Irish  Government  he  pos- 
sesses the  qualifications  of  experience  and 
capacity  which  fit  him  for  the  position. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  this  gentleman  has 
any  experience  whatever  of  police 
duties  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Not  directly 
of  police  duties,  but  he  has  had  plenty  of 
experience — in  South  Africa,  for  instance. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  Has  he  ever  served  an 
hour  in  the  Irish  constabulary  1  Is  it 
because  he  served  in  South  Africa  that 
he  is  going  to  be  appointed  over  the  heads 
of  other  officers  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

CASE  OF  EDMUND  CARMODY. 
Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  Edmund 
Carmody,  of  Cuss,  county  Kerry,  who 
was  convicted  at  the  Cork  winter  assizes 
in  December,  1898,  and  sentenced  to  three 
years  penal  servitude,  was  mainly  the 
support  of  his  father  and  mother ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  has  received  a  petition,  largely 
signed  by  magistrates,  clergymen,  and 
the  general  public,  praying  for  the  release 
of  the  prisoner,  who  has  now  served  more 
than  half  his  sentence,  he  will  recommend 
the  consideration  of  his  case. 


[No  answer  was  given.] 


IRISH  COUNTY  COURT  ADMINISTRA- 
TION. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  he 
intends  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
grievances  complained  of  by  traders  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  the 
County  Court  Acts  (Ireland). 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  beg  to  call  the 
hon.  Member's  attention  to  the  County 
Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  introduced  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland,  in  another 
place,  and  which  is  down  for  the  Com- 
mittee stage  to-day. 


SUNDAY  OPENING  OF  PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  MASSEY-MAINWARING  :  I  beg 

to  ask  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  why 

!  catalogues  cannot   be   purchased   in   the 

!  National     Gallery     and     other     public 

1  galleries  in  London,  although  catalogues 

1  are  procurable  on  Sundays  at  the  Wallace 

Collection  at  Hertford  House  and  at  the 

National  Portrait  Gallery. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  informed, 

I  with  regard  to  the  National  Gallery,  that 

;  the  demand  for  catalogues  was  so  small 

i  v~hen   the   gallery   was   first   opened   on 

Sundays  that  the  sale  was  discontinued 

when  the  police  took  charge  of  the  Sunday 

opening.     At  South  Kensington   I  learn 

,  there  was  practically   no  sale,   as  every 

1  object  is  described  on  labels.      &s  to  the 

I  other  places  named  in  the  question  cata- 

1  logues  are  on  sale. 
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the  House. 


BUSINESS    OF    THE    HOUSE.  ;  Bill.     I  have  no  ground  for  thinking tkl 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN :  i  these  Bills  will  meet  v/ith  oppoatal 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  j  in  any  j)art  of  the  House,  but  if  they  dtl 
Treasury  whether  he  can  now  make  a  :  they  will  not  be  pressed  by  the  Goven-I 
-statement  of  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- ;  ment.  The  third  class  contains  thetnl 
ment  as  to  the  legislative  business  of  the  :  annual  Bills  which  the  House  has  to  doll 
remaining  weeks  of  the  session.  =  with  every  session — namely,  the  Pub&l 

Works  Loans  Bill  and  the  Kxpiring  Lavs  I 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  rise  to  make,  I  Continuance  Bill.     These  are  Bills  whkk  I 
in  obedience  to  the  promise  which  I  gave  ■  the   llouse   will    have    to    put    on  tat 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  week  ago,  :  Statute-book.     Then  I  come  to  thefomtk 
my  statement  as  to  the  future  business  of  :  class,  which  includes  small  Departmental  I 
the  session,  and  1  think  it  will  be  con- :  Bills,  which  I  think  can  easily  be  dak 


venient  if  I  divide  the  Bills  now  on  the 
Paper  into  a  series  of  classes,  and  take 
each  class  by  itself.  The  first  class  con- 
sists of  those  measures  introduced  since 
the  Government  asked  for  special  privi- 
leges as  regards  time.  With  regard  to 
those  measures,    I   promised    the  House 


;  with  in  the  interstices  of  more  important 
:  or  at  all  events  of  more  far-reaching 
I  measures,  and  which  will  not,  I  think, 
:  actually  prolong  the  session — the  County 
;  Courts  Investment  Bill,  the  Inebriate 
!  Amendment  Bill,  the  Post  Office  (Sites) 
Bill,  the  Elementary  Education  (England) 


that   if  they   proved    controversial  they  j  Bill,  and  two  Irish  Education  Bills,  which 


should  not  be  pressed  ;  and  of  course  that 
promise  will  be  rigidly  adhered  to.  The 
Government  Bills  introduced  since  the 
period  I  have  named  I  believe  are  three 
small  Departmental  ones — the  Bill  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary, 
the  Isle  of  Man  Bill,  which,  I  believe,  is 
wholly  uncontroversial  ;  a  small  Bill 
introduced  a  few  days  ago  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  dealing  with  oil 
in  tobacco — a  Bill  of  which  I  confess 
myself  quite  ignorant,  but  which  I  under- 
stand meets  with  the  general  approval  of 
those  interested  in  the  matter ;  and  the 
third  Bill  is  that  introduced  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  of  "the  Admi- 
ralty, the  Naval  Reserves  Bill,  the  object 
■of  which  is  to  make  it  possible  to  embody 
sailors  and  marines  after  their  first  period 
of  twelve  years  service  in  the  Reserve.  I 
•earnestly  hope  that  the  House  will  think 
fit   to  pass  that  Bill,  which,    I  am  con- '  out  the  present  law  it  was  necessary  to 


I  believe  are  desired  by  hon.  Memben 
opposite.  That  is  the  list  of  Depart- 
mental Bills.  Then  there  are  four  Military 
Bills  on  the  Paper  which  have  come  down 
to  us  from  another  place.  Of  these  one 
is,  I  am  sorry  to  say.  destroyed  by  the 
fact  that  it  docs  not  technically  comply 
with  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House- 
that  is,  the  Manoeuvres  Bill.  I  need  say 
no  more  about  that.  There  remain  the 
Volunteer  Bill,  the  Reserve  Forces  Bill, 
and  the  Military  Lands  Bill.  The  Volun- 
teers Bill  is  a  short  Bill.  It  is  designed 
to  carry  out  two  objects  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Committee  which 
sat  in  1894,  and  which  it  is  exceedingly 
desirable  should  be  carried  out.  The 
Reserve  Forces  Bill  is  to  do  away  with  i 
defect  which  the  recent  mobilisation  of 
forces  in  this  country  has  brought  to 
light.     It  appeared  that  in  order  to  carry 


vinced,  will  add  materially  to  our  naval 
defences  and  the  strength  of  this 
country. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
It  has  not  yet  been  introduced. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No.  It  is  a 
very  short  Bill  of  one  clause.  If  opposed 
it  cannot  be  passed,  but  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  opposed.  There  are  some  other 
Bills  which  I  hope  to  pass  with  regard  to 
which  no  pledge  has  been  given  and  which 
cannot  pass  if  they  are  opposed.  They 
are  the  Larceny  Bill,  two  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Bills  for  Ireland,  a  Poor  Relief 
Bill  for  Ireland,  and  the  Diocesan  Records 


mobilise  no  less  than  8,000  men,  and  as 
soon  as  they  were  mobilised  they  had  to 
be  given  leave  of  absence.  It  would  be, 
I  think,  very  important  that  we  should 
put  that  measure  on  the  Statute-book. 
The  Military  Lands  Bill  is  one  which  I 
think — from  all  the  conversation  which 
reaches  me  and  from  discussion  in  the 
public  press  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
increased  accommodation  for  ranges  and 
for  the  purposes  of  training  in  shooting — 
is  really  most  important  and  ought  to 
become  law.  It  makes  workable  two  Acts 
which  this  House  has  already  passed,  but 
which,  for  reasons  it  would  not  be  proper 
\  for  me  to  enter  into  now,  are  rendered 
:  absolutely  ineffective  bv  technical  defects. 


*» 
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**!  refer  to  the  Acts  of  1892  and  1897.      I 
Relieve  that  when   my   hon.  friend   the 
Vnder  Secretary  for  War  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  this  Bill  to  the  House 
'^^ft  will  probably  be  felt  that  it  is  a  Bill 
^'Which    we    ought  to  pass   without  any 
^■■farther  delay.     There  is  one  clause  in  it 
-k  which  has  led  to  a  great  deal  of  contro- 
w'-versy,  and  as  to  which  considerable  dif- 
*  ierence    of     opinion     prevails.       It     is 
-?  the  clause  providing  for  the   use  of  the 
k  machinery  of  the  Allotments  Act  for  the 
9  compulsory  leasing  of  lands  to  be  used  for 
ti  military  purposes.      There    are   obvious 
*  objections  and  difficulties  both  to  the  ob- 
t    ject  of  the   clause  and   the   method  by 
i    which  it  seeks   to  obtain  the  object  in 
"-    view,  and   the  Government  do  not  pro- 
'    pose  to  press  that  clause  on  the  House. 
:    With  that  reservation,  I  hope  that  the  Bill 
will  not  excite  hostility  in  any  quarter 
of  the  House.     Then  there  are  two  Bills 
still  before  the  Grand   Committees — the 
Companies  Bill  and  the   Money-lending 
Bill.     It  would  not  bo  proper  for  me  to 
make  a   final  statement   now  as  to  Bills 
which  are  not  absolutely  before  the  House 
at  this  moment,   but   I  have  every  hope 
that    both    Bills      may      become      law 
before    the    end     of    the    present    ses- 
sion.     As  regards   the   Companies  Bill, 
the    details  have    no   doubt    excited    a 
great  deal   of  commentary  and   animad- 
version upstairs,  but  as  regards  the  general 
principle  we  are  generally  agreed  ;  and  I 
hope  that  the   modifications  which  have 
been  introduced  upstairs  or  promised  for 
the  Report  stage  are  such  as  will  mitigate 
or  altogether  remove  the  objections  which 
may  have  been  felt  to  the  details.     As  to 
the  Money-lending  Bill,  I  remember  that, 
when  I  was  making  a  parallel  statement 
to   this   last   session,  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  then  expressed  his  regret  that 
we  had  found  it  necessary  to  abandon  the 
further  consideration  of  that  Bill.  I  think 
he  singled    it    out    from  among     other 
measures  as  one  over  which  he  dropped  a 
pious  tear  ;  and  therefore  I  trust  he  will 
assist  us  in  our  attempt  to  pass  the  Bill 
now. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  may  have  another  tear  to  drop. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  need  not 
mention  the  Irish  Tithes  Bill  and  the 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  because  they 
have  reached  the  Third  Reading  stage, 
and  the  House  will  naturally  expect  them 
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to  pass  with  no  undue  delay.  We  pro- 
pose to  drop  the  Facoories  and  Workshops. 
Bill,  the  Lunacy  Bill,  the  Youthful 
Offenders  Bill,  the  Savings  Banks  Bill, 
the  Dogs  Bill,  the  Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  the 
Palatine  Court  of  Durham  Bill,  and  the 
Reformatories  and  Industrial  Schools. 
Bill.  We  cannot  hope,  either,  to  proceed 
further  in  the  present  session  with  the 
very  important  English  educational 
measure  which  has  recently  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Lords  by  the  President  of 
the  Council.  There  is  also  a  Scotch 
Education  Bill  about  which  I  fear  I  must 
say  the  same  thing.  This  Bill  is  one 
which  we  were  particularly  anxious  to 
pass,  but  I  have  taken  some  trouble  to 
inquire  what  views  are  held  with  regard 
to  it ;  and  though  I  believe  that  in  Scot- 
land generally  it  meets  with  a  very  large 
measure  of  support,  yet  it  does  raise 
more  than  one  point  of  controversy,  and 
is  not  popular  in  one  or  two  districts  in 
Scotland.  In  those  circumstances,  a  Bill 
of  that  magnitude  and  importance  can. 
hardly  hope  to  pass  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  but  I  earnestly  hope  that  no  long 
delay  will  occur  before  it  is  reintroduced 
and  passed  into  law.  I  have  now  gme 
over  the  whole  list  of  Bills  now  on  the 
Paper,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
speak  with  regard  to  Supply,  as  to  which 
also  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  I 
believe,  a  question  on  the  Paper.  If  the 
House  grants,  as  I  do  not  doubt  that  it 
will,  the  three  additional  days  which  I 
am  about  to  ask  for,  we  shall  have  four 
days  remaining  for  Committee  of  Supply, 
as  well  as  one  day  for  Report.  But  in 
addition  to  the  Supply  which  has  been 
asked  for  in  the  ordinary  Estimates  of  the 
year  and  in  addition  to  any  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates  of  the  ordinary  kind,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  my  hon.  friend  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  to  introduce  a 
very  important  Estimate — important  both 
as  to  its  amount  and  as  to  the  subject 
with  which  it  deals.  Among  other 
services  that  Estimate  will  provide  for 
what,  I  hope,  are  the  final  payments  for 
the  South  African  War  and  the  cost  of 
the  military  operations  in  China,  as  well 
as  some  other  very  important  items  of 
Army  expenditure.  That  is  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate,  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  when  an  Estimate  of  that  magnitude 
and  dealing  with  topics  of  that  impor- 
tance is  introduced  at  this  stage  of  the 
session  it  is  only  fair  to  the  House  that  it 
should  not  be  one  of  the  counted  days* 
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in  Supply,  and  therefore  I  shall  endeavour 
to  make  such  arrangements  as  will  allow 
the  House  to  have  one  day's  discussion 
•on  it,  without  trenching  on  the  twenty- 
three  days  allocated  under  the  Standing 
Order.  My  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  also 
have  to  ask  the  House  before  we  separate 
to  make  further  financial  provision  to 
meet  the  additional  expenditure  which  is 
required  in  the  main,  but  not  wholly,  by 
the  Supplementary  Estimate  to  which  I 
have  referred.  I  hope  I  have  been  clear, 
and  that  my  statement  will  commend 
.itself  to  the  approval  of  the  House. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  would  venture  to  suggest  that  the  most 
convenient  course  for  discussing  the 
•statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  on  the  motion  to  be  subsequently 
moved.  It  is  always  unsatisfactory  to 
attempt  to  do  so  by  means  of  question 
and  answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  will  find  that  the 
imore  convenient  plan  for  giving  expres- 
sion to  their  views. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us 
some  information  which  might  facilitate 
the  discussion  't  Will  he  say  how  he  pro- 
poses to  allocate  the  four  remaining  days 
of  Supply  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  right  hon. 
friend  knows  the  principle  on  which 
the  Government  have  invariably  pro- 
ceeded— that  is,  to  consult  the  wishes  and 
convenience  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  desirable  for  me  to  state 
at  this  moment  how  we  shall  allocate  the 
days,  because  the  course  of  events  outside 
•and  other  considerations  make  it  incon- 
venient to  settle  the  matter  too  long 
beforehand. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Have  the  Government  power  to  give  an 
.additional  day  for  the  Supplementary 
.Estimate  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  it  is 
possible,  if  I  put  some  other  business 
«down  first. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.) :  Will  a  dav  be  appropriated  to  the 
\War  Office  Vote? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir.  I 
.should  be  reluctant  to  promise  that,  not 

J/r.  A.  J.  Balfour, 


;  only  on  the  general  ground,  but  becnel 

;  I  am  not  sure  that  one  of  the  remaining! 

'  days  ought  to  l>e  given  to  the  War  Offisl 

.  Vote.     There  must  be  further  discussal 

:  of    War  Office    affairs    on  the    Sural*  I 

|  mentary  Estimate,   and    the  War  Office  I 

has  already  had  much  discussion.    Tb 

Vote  has  been  held  over  in  obedience  u- 

the  very  proper  suggestion  of  the  Leader 

:  of  the  Opposition  in  order  that  if  unfow- 

I  seen  events  occur  there  may  be  an  oppw- 

j  tunity  of  discussion. 

!  Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  Of  the  remaining  days,  will  not  two 
be  given,  as  usual,  to  the  Colonial  Office 
and  the  Foreign  Office  Votes  ? 

|  Mit.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  the 
|  ordinary  form  of  allocation,  but  I  do  not 
I  wish  to  be  induced  to  go  further  than  I 
|  have  already  done. 

J  Mr.  MACLEAN  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
i  Gentleman  now  fix  the  date  for  the  dis- 
!  cussion  of  the  Indian  Budget  ? 

I  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUtt :  It  will  certainly 
I  be  next  week.  I  trust  that  that  will  be 
|  satisfactory. 

|      Mr.   FLAVIN:    Can  the   right  hon. 

;  Gentleman  say  in  round  figures  what  is 

I  the  amount  of  the  Supplementary  Vow 

|  for  South  Africa  % 

i 

I      [The  question  was  not  answered.] 


I     QUEEN    ANNE'S     BOUNTY    BOARD 
;  (JOINT   COMMITTEE). 

licport,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence, 
;  from  the  Joint  Committee,  brought  up, 
i  and  read  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
;  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  277.] 

!  FIRE    BRIGADES. 

Report  from    the    Select    Committee, 
i  brought  up,  and  read  ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  278.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  printed.  [No.  278.] 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE   LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Workmen's 
I  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill, 
j  with  an  Amendment. 

i  That  they  have  agreed  to — Railways 
;  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill,  with 
'  Amendments. 
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^MJLWAYS    (PREVENTION    OF    ACCI- 
■*t  DENTS)    BILL. 

7*^-'}.  Lords  Amend  iuents   to   be  considered 
^itpon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill 

■^     THE  IRISH  LANGUAGE  IN  IRISH 


^fr. 


SCHOOLS. 


f>  [Proposed  Motion  for  Adjournment.] 

*dl    Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfowl) : 
c- Jt  beg  to  ask  leave  to  move   the  adjourn- 
Jlnent  of  the  House  in  order  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  definite  matter  of  urgent  public 
ta^JUnportance — namely,    the  refusal  by  the 
^^Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
^Ireland     to     consider      favourably     the 
« ^inemorial    presented    to    them    by    the 
managers  of  1,200  National  schools  inlre- 
•y,  land  praying  that  in  Irish-speaking  dis- 
Bi*ricts  a    bilingual   system   of    education 
±:  should  be  adopted,  and  that  in  other  dis- 
■  tricts   Irish   should   be   taught   as   a  re- 
munerated subject  in  school  hours. 

i:     *Mr.  SPEAKER:    The  hon.   Member 

*  has  been  good  enough  to  hand  me  a  copy 
of  his  motion,  and  I  think  that  this  is  a 
question  which  I  ought  not  to  submit  to 

*  the  House  under  Standing  Order  No.  1 7 
^  as  one  definite  and  of  urgent  importance. 
;    The  alleged  grievance  is  in  itself  rather  a 

general  and  a  continuing  one  than  of 
sudden  urgency.  What,  however,  prin- 
»  cipally  influences  me  is  the  fact  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  stated  to 
the  House  that  the  Irish  Education  Esti- 
mates will  be  taken  on  Friday  ;  and  it 
is  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  proper 
construction  of  the  Standing  Order,  but 
in  accordance  with  precedents,  that  where 
there  is  an  almost  immediate  opportunity 
for  discussing  a  matter  of  this  kind  that 
opportunity  should  not  be  anticipated.  I 
feel  bound,  therefore,  to  say  that  I  ought 
not  to  submit  this  motion  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  am  sure, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  .  will  not 
think  I  desire  to  dispute  your  ruling 
in  any  way  if  I  ask  for  permission 
to  point  out  that  only  one  remain- 
ing day  is  left  for  Irish  Estimates. 
A  new  scheme  of  primary  education 
covering  a  multitude  of  points  must  be 
discussed  on  that  day,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  hope  that  during  one  sitting  of 
the  House  the  whole  of  that  scheme  could 
he  discussed,  and,  in  addition,  this  griev- 
ance about  the  Irish  language.  There- 
fore, it  is  perfectly  impossible  that  the 
Irish  education  scheme  can  be  fully  dis- 
cussed.    Upon  a  point  of  order,  I  respect- 


fully submit  that  the  possibility  of  a  dis- 
cussion taking  place  on  some  future  date 
does  not  exclude  this  matter  from  the 
interpretation  of  the  Standing  Order,  and 
I  wish  to  call  your  attention,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  the  interpretation  which  you  have 
yourself  given  on  this  very  point.  On 
the  6th  of  April  last  you  said  t — 

"The  Standing  Order  presents  sorae  diffi- 
culty in  interpretation.  When  I  came  to  the 
Chair  I  found  the  practice  of  the  Speaker  had 
been  to  deal  with  the  question  of  definiteness 
himself." 

I  wish  to  point  out  that  this  is  not  a 
general  grievance,  but  a  definite  act — 
namely,  the  refusal  of  the  Commissioners 
to  accede  to  a  particular  memorial  upon  a 
particular  point.  You  went  on,  upon  the 
occasion  I  alluded  to,  to  further  state — 

"But  as  regards  the  urgency  and  public 
importance  of  the  subject  they  have  practi- 
cally always  been  left  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  by  the  rising  of  at  least  forty  Members 
in  their  places.  I  say  *  practically,'  for  cer- 
tainly I  do  not  understand  that  the  Speaker 
is  bound  to  put  a  question  as  one  of  urgency 
and  of  public  importance  if  it  is  obviously 
ridiculous  or  frivolous,  or  so  obviously  unim- 
portant that  the  Speaker  ought  not  to  put  it." 

I  submit  that  unless  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
take  the  view  that  this  subject  is  "  ridi- 
culous or  frivolous  "  it  is  in  order  under 
your  ruling,  which  I  have  just  quoted. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  On  the  occasion  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  I  was  sud- 
denly asked  a  general  question,  and  I  do 
not  pretend  that  the  words  I  used  con- 
tained a  considered  or  exhaustive  defi- 
nition of  all  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
question  of  leave  to  move  should  not  be 
put  from  the  Chair.  The  words  "ridi- 
culous and  frivolous  "  were,  probably,  too 
strong.  On  the  present  occasion  I  have 
considered  the  matter  carefully,  and  I 
must  adhere  to  my  ruling  not  to  submit 
the  motion  for  the  adjournment  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  contest  the  matter 
further,  although  I  am  led  to  hope  that 
an  opportunity  will  be  forthcoming.  I 
beg  to  give  notice  that  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Primary  Education  Bill  I 
shall  move — 

"  That  this  House  declines  to  give  anv  addi- 
tional powers  to  the  Commissioners  until  they 
have  amended  their  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions so  as  to  provide  for  the  teaching  of  Irish 
in  the  schools  under  their  control." 

t  See  The  Parliamentary  De&ates  ^¥q\hc\Xv 
Series],  Vol.  lxxxi.,  p.  \42Ti 
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BUSINESS   i)V  THK   HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Ordered,  That  three  additional  days  be 
allowed  to  the  Business  of  Supply. — (Mr. 
A.  J.  Ihlfmir.) 


BUSINESS   OF   THE   HOUSE  (GOVERN- 
MENT  BUSINESS). 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session, 
Government  Business  be  not  interrupted 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Standing 
Order  regulating  the  Sittings  of  the 
House ;  and  may  be  entered  upon  at 
any  hour,  though  opposed,  and  that  at 
the  conclusion  of  Government  Business 
each  day  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the 
House  without  Question  put."  —  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Hal/our.) 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 

I  do  not  think  that  we  have  any  reason  to 
complain  of  the  statement  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  there  is  one 
point  on  which  I  think  the  House 
expected  to  hear  a  little  more.  It  is  the 
point  which  governs  to  a  large  extent  the 
whole  of  his  statement — and  that  is,  when 
does*  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expect 
that  the  House  will  be  relieved  from  its 
duties  ?  It  is  clear  that  if  the  House  is 
going  to  sit  well  on  into  August  it  will  be 
able  to  transact  a  larger  amount  of  busi- 
ness than  it  can  undertake  if  it  is  inter- 
rupted at  an  earlier  period,  and,  there- 
fore, though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement  is  satisfactory  so  far  as  it  goes, 
he  has  not  told  us  what  his  views  are  on 
that  question.  Those  views  affect  not 
only  the  Bills,  but  also  the  important 
question  of  Supply.  There  are  certain 
Votes  which  must  be  taken,  and  on  which 
it  is  only  right  that  the  House  should 
have  a  full  opportunity  of  discussion.  I 
would  name,  for  example,  in  such  a  year 
as  this,  the  Colonial  Oriice  Vote.  It  em- 
braces not  only  the  whole  of  the  South 
African  question,  but  the  question  of 
Ashanti  and  other  questions.  Then  there 
is  the  Foreign  Office  Vote,  upon  which 
the  whole  situation  in  China  has  to  be 
considered.  These  two  Votes  appear  to 
me  to  require  a  day  for  the  discussion  of 
each  of  them.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  passed  somewhat  lightly  over 
the  War  Office  Vote.  There  was  force 
in  the  inquiry  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast,  when  he  asked  whether  a 
day  would  be  granted  for  a  discussion  of  it. 
Although  it  is  true  that  the  War  Office  \ 
Vote  (an  be  suspended,  as  it  were,  and  put  : 


off  until  an  advanced  period  of  the  a 
in  order  that  we  may  have  an 
tunity  of  considering  the  military 
tions  generally,  yet  there  are  this ; 
the  minds  of  hon.  Members  many  \ 
connected  with  that  Vote  and  the  < 
and  disposition  of  business  by  the  I 
tary  of  State  himself,  which  will 
require  a  considerable  time  for  the  ( 
cussion  which  may  be  needed  on  I 
important  subject.  There  are  fifasl 
Bills  which  are  more  or  less  nHHol 
tentious,  but  a  non-contentious  Bill,  Iwi| 
haardly  say,  is  not  a  definition 
always  maintains  itself.  Even  in  Ail 
course  of  half  an  hour  since  the  right  boa.] 
Gentleman  made  his  statement,  one  of  I 
those  Bills  apparently  has  transferred  I 
itself  to  the  category  of  being  a  conto- 
tious  measure,  because  notice  of  a 
Amendment  has  now  been  given  to  k, 
which  transfers  it  from  one  list  to  tk  | 
other.  On  the  whole,  however,  I  see  m  I 
reason  to  dispute  in  the  main  the  ciasat 
cation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Bo 
then  we  come  to  one  or  two  Bills  which 
come  from  the  House  of  Lords,  mostly 
military  Bills.  With  regard  to  these,  I 
say  at  lonce  that  I  think  the  House  may 
very  well  be  called  upon  to  consider  anil 
to  pass  the  Reserve  Forces  Bill  and  the 
Military  Lands  Bill,  which,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  carry  out  the 
intentions  which  are  already  expressed 
in  the  regulations  in  regard  to 
the  organisation  of  the  Arm}*.  It 
can  hardly  be  denied  that  the  Volun- 
teers Bill  involves  or  may  involve  a 
serious  alteration  in  the  character  of 
the  Volunteer  force.  It  accepts  as  i 
permanent  condition  of  service  for  Volun- 
teers a  kind  of  service  which  has  never 
been  contemplated  hitherto.  But  I  would 
appeal  to  the  Government  on  broader 
grounds.  I  think  it  is  mo-*t  undesirable 
at  the  end  of  the  session  to  make  a 
material  difference  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Volunteer  force,  or  indeed  I 
may  say  in  any  other  branch  of  our 
military  forces.  We  are  all  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  doing  everything 
we  can  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  thd 
Empire  and  to  increase  military  efficiency, 
but  that  is  not  a  thing  to  be  done  in  a 
hurry.  Many  of  those  who  are  best 
qualified  to  advise  the  Go vernment  •  on 
such  a  matter  are  at  present  engaged  in 
South  Africa,  and  surely  it  would  be 
1  »etter  to  defer  the  matter.  What  is  to  be 
gained  by  forcing  the   Bill   through  the 
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Louse  under  pressure  ?  The  Bill  ought 
ji  be  reserved  for  fuller  and  wider  con- 
ation on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
>nsible  for  advising  Parliament  on 
subject.  On  all  these  grounds  I  hope 
|e  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  persist  in 
||e  Volunteers  Bill.  If  he  does,  I  am  afraid 
feat  there  will  be  a  considerable  amount 
K  time  spent  on  it,  and  that  it  will  evoke 
^Considerable  amount  of  opposition  also, 
tehough  it  is  not  so  much  on  the  ground 
f.  that  opposition  as  on  the  broader 
grounds  I  have  mentioned  that  I  would 
npeal  to  him.  Then  the  right  hon. 
fentleman  recalled  the  fact  that  I  had 
fcst  year  personally  expressed  some  regret 
hmX  the  Money-lending  Bill  was  lost, 
Hit  I  would  point  out  that  an  expression 
if  regret  at  the  way  the  Government 
lave  arranged  their  business  is  quite  con- 
datent  with  a  perfectly  good  disposition 
iowards  the  Bill  itself,  and  when  I  ex- 
pressed some  doubt  a  few  days  ago,  it 
was  on  the  ground  that  the  Bill 
aad  become  so  pushed  towards  the 
Mid  of  the  session  that  it  was 
fclmost  hopeless  to  get  it  through  its 
stages  now.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
Bills  not  mentioned  by  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  and  which,  I  suppose,  from 
the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  taken  no  notice  of  them,  are  also  to 
be  regarded  as  lost. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  am  not  speaking  of  Government  Bills. 
Is  there  no  hope  for  other  than  Govern- 
ment Bills?  Is  not  this  a  strange  ar- 
rangement, that  we  have  had  Bills 
examined  with  the  greatest  care 
by  Standing  Committees,  considered, 
amended,  and  turown  into  better  shape, 
and  then  dropped  without  a  word  of 
regret,  and  without  any  possibility  of 
making  use  of  the  pains,  and  labour,  and 
time  lavished  upon  them  ?  There  are 
two  Bills  not  affecting  this  House  which 
I  have  in  my  mind,  and  surely  it  is  most 
desirable  that  some  corner  should  be  found 
for  them.  They  are  both  Bills  which 
would  be  extremely  well  received  in  the 
colonies,  and  now  we  are  all  speaking  of  a 
closer  connection  with  the  colonies  and 
our  desire  to  show  a  better  feeling  towards 
them.  One  is  the  Copyright  Bill,  which 
has  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  and  which 
I  believe  has  a  clause  embodying  an 
arrangement    which    Canada    has    been 
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struggling  for  for  years  and  years,  and 
which  has  now  been  licked  into  such  a 
shape  as  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  to 
the  Canadian  people.  I  hope  there  may 
be  means  found  of  passing  that  Bill. 
Then  there  is  the  Colonial  Marriages  Bill, 
which  has  had  a  chequered  career.  It 
has  now  gone  triumphantly  through  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  I  believe  it  is  unani- 
mously desired  by  the  colonies.  Yet  the 
Government,  who  are  prating  every  day 
about  their  desire  to  consider  the  views 
of  our  colonial  fellow-subjects  in  every 
way,  now  propose  calmly  to  give  the  cold 
shoulder  to  this  important  Bill  and  pro- 
ceed with  those  comparatively  unim- 
portant measures  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  a  list.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  be  able  to 
modify  in  some  measure  what  he  has 
promised;  but  I  think  what  above  all 
others  would  facilitate  Government  busi- 
ness and  would  be  likely  to  put  the  House 
in  a  sympathetic  mood,  would  be  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  state  now 
when,  according  to  his  estimate,  the 
remaining  business  can  be  finally  dis- 
*  of. 


Mr.  LEIGHTON  (Shropshire,  Oswes- 
try) :  I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will 
adhere  to  his  statement  regarding  the 
Bills  by  which  he  intends  to  lighten  the 
ship  ;  but  he  referred  to  a  certain  Bill 
which  he  said  would  not  be  proceeded 
with  if  it  were  opposed.  I  mean  the 
Diocesan  Records  Bill,  which  is  opposed  by 
at  least  two  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  There  are  two  notices  of 
motion  against,  and  so  far  as  it  has  been 
discussed  it  has  been  by  no  means  favour- 
ably received.  I  was  very  much  surprised 
to  hear  my  right  hon.  friend  say  that  he 
proposed  to  push  it  through.  I  feel  sure 
it  will  be  opposed  very  seriously,  and  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  not  force 
it  through  the  House  of  Commons  at  one 
o'clock  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  have  heard  with  great  regret 
that  it  is  proposed  once  more  to  abandon 
the  Lunacy  Bill,  because  it  is  urgently  re- 
quired, alike  for  the  insane  as  well  as  for 
the  protection  of  the  public.  We  have 
been  told  on  no  less  an  authority  than 
that  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  grave 
abuses  have  taken  place.  This  Bill  would 
provide  safeguards  against  those  abuses,, 
and  it  also  contains  provisions  which  are 
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absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  ex- '  House  of  Commons    to   make  whs  j 
edition  of   the  principal  Act.     The  Bill '  really  a  very  great  sacrifice,  for  the  I 
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was  originally  introduced  into  Parliament 
in  1897.  From  that  time  it  has  been  regu-  \ 
larly  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  every 
session,  and  having  passed  through  all  its 
stages  in  another  place,  has  been  regularly 
aliandoncd  in  this  House  at  the  end  of 
every  session.  I  think  that  is  very  much 
to  be  regretted.  The  Government  have 
treated  this  question,  which  is  one  of 
great  social  importance,  with  contemp- 
tuous indifference,  and  I  think  it  is  a 
public  scandal  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
should  be  abandoned  year  after  year, 
especially  when  we  know  that  lunacy  is 
unhappily  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  There  is  an  additional  and 
very  strong  reason  why  this  Bill  should 
be  proceeded  with  during  the  present 
session.  We  have  been  startled  recently 
by  revelations  as  to  a  practice  which 
has  been  proved  to  exist  in  two  metro- 
politan unions,  and  which  I  believe  to  be 
widely  prevalent,  under  which  poor  law 
officers- 

*Mn.    SPEAKER:    The   hon.    Member 
appears  to  me  to  be  discussing  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PICJvERSGILL  :  I  will,  of  course, 
submit  to  your  ruling,  Sir  ;  but  1  think 
that  I  can  slow  that  my  observations  are 
strictly  in  order,  and  for  this  reason  : 
The  other  day  the  Lord  Chancellor  gave 
a  pledge  that  a  clause  to  deal  with  this 
particular  matter  should  be  introduced 
into  this  Bill,  and  therefore,  if  this  Bill  is 
abandoned,  +  the  special  mode  of  dealing 
with  tin*  public  scandal  to  which  \  have 
referred,  which  was  indicated  bv  the  Lord 
Ch; 
un< 

in  asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
if  this  Bill  is  to  Ik*  abandoned,  what  steps 
he  proposes  to  take  to  give  effect  to  the 
pledge  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  I  I  hope 
this  important  matter  will  receive  the 
attention  which  I  think  1  may  fairly 
claim  for  it,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  reconsider  the 
decision  he  has  just  given. 

Mi  J.  DILLOX  :  This  motion  was  never 
made  with  less  justification  than  on  the 
preset io  occasion.  It  is  a  recognised 
custom,  when  the  Government  asks  the 

t  See  The  Parlinmcntftri/  Debutes  [Fourth 
Smies J,  Vol.  Ixxxiv.,  page  1004. 
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to  examine  into  tho  use  which  i 
Government  have  made  of  their  f 
during  tho  session.  During  the 
years  I  have  been  in  close  attendance  3 
this  House  no  Government  have 
such  a  bad  use  of  the  time  at  their i 
posal,  and  have  been  less  entitled  to  i 
the  House  to  make  this  sacrifice  tkl 
tho  present  Government.  We  havekl 
many  organised  counts -out  by  tkl 
Government  during  tho  session!  Vtl 
had  to  adjourn  for  a  garden  partT-J 
thing  unheard  of  in  the  history  of' tkl 
House.  In  fact  throughout  the 
there  has  been  displayed 


J.    BALFOUR :    The  k&l 
is    entirely    mistaken.    Tk] 


Mr.    A. 
Gentleman 

debate  on  the  particular  Bill  he  refers  to 
was  adjourned,  but  Government  busina 
was  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  DILLOX :  Important  Governnwa 
business  on  that  occasion  was  interrupt 
for  the  purpose  of  the  garden  party.  Tbe 
Government  then  put  forward  a  not- 
contentious  Bill,  and  afterwards  organic! 
a  count-out,  which  was  successful.  I 
believe  it  would  have  been  more  honer. 
had  the  Government  made  the  moritt 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I 
allude  to  this  matter  as  an  illustration  oi 
the  way  the  Government  ha  ve used  the  time 
of  the  House  at  their  disposal  during  the 
session.  An  impression  has  been  created 
on  my  mind  and  on  that  of  others  on  thi* 
side  of  the  House,  that  the  Government 
were  in  the  same  chronic  position  as  the 
Irish  judges  who  tried  to   persuade  the 


aiK-ullor.   will  fall    through."    1    think,    public   that  they  hail  something  to  do— 4 
der  the  circumstances  we  are  justified    task  of  enormous  difficulty.      The  Govern- 


ment have  had  little  or  nothing  to  do, 
and  what  they  had  to  do  they  did  not  do. 
Instead  or"  devoting  time  to  discussing 
the  misdeed*  of  the  great  public  Depart- 
ments, to  the  scandals  at  and  mismanage- 
ment of  the  War  Office,  and  matters  of 
real  public  interest  -such  matters  as  are 
concerned  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Executive  Government  itself — ^  he v  have 
frittered  away  the  time  of  the  House  in 
very  uninteresting  business.  And  now, 
at  this  period  of  the  ses.sit  n,  they  come 
down,  as  if  they  had  been  a  hardworking 
and  industrious  Government,  and  put  us 
in  the  position  of  being  at  their  merevto 
keep  us  every  night  to  three  or  four  in 
the  morning.     In  my  opinion  they  have 
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r^ptablished  no  claim,   by    their  conduct 

±  faring  the  session,  to  that  indulgence  at 

-ih&  hands  of  the  House.     The  right  hon. 

I^jkentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House  told 

rMff$  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 

Ogflpent  to  pass  the  Companies  Bill  and  the 

JPtfonej-lending  Bill,  besides  a  number  of 

"her   small  Bills,  including  some  Irish 

lis,  which  he  said  were  non-contentious. 

le  of  these  non-contentious  Bills,  I  am 

..jpfraid,  he  will  find  out  are  contentious 

jirhen  we  come  to  deal  with  them  :  and  I 

^  jarosume  they  will  be  dropped.     But  I  do 

JfUOt  believe  that  there  is  any  prospect  of 

^jatining    the     two   important.  Bills   the 

L  jright    hon.   Gentleman    mentioned — the 

* ;  Companies  Bill  and  the  Money-lending  Bill. 

Having  the  misfortune  of  being  on  the 

^Standing  Committee  on  Law,  I  protest 

fj  against  the  Government  doing  now  what 

c;  they  have  done  before — introducing  Bills 

f  At  this  stage  of  the  session  they  have  no 

real  intention  of  passing,  and  at  the  same 

time  retaining  Members  locked  up  in  the 

Committee   rooms    upstairs,   where    the 

*    atmosphere  is  atrocious,  when  there  is  no 

r    reasonable  prospect  of  the  Bills  on  which 

so  much  labour  is  expended  being  passed 

into  law.     I  repeat  it  is  most  unreasonable 

to  ask  us  to  sit  after  twelve  o'clock  on  the 

pretence  that  the  Companies  Bill  and  the 

Money-lending  Bill  are  to  be  passed  into 

law,  when  at  a  later  stage  the  Government 

know  they  will  be  thrown  overboard.   But 

there  is  another  ground   on  which  I  am 

entitled  to  oppose  this  motion,  and  that  is 

the  abuse  of  the  time  at  the  disposal  of 

the  Government  in  connection  with  Irish 

questions.     Irish  business,  this  year  and 

last  year,  was   chiefly   concerned — as  it 

generally  is,  except  when  some  great  Irish 

measure  is   brought   forward — with   the 

administration  of  the  Executive  in  Ireland, 

and  I  protest  against  the  custom  of  the 

Government  in  limiting  and    narrowing 

the   opportunities   for   discussion  of  the 

conduct  of  the  Executive  Government  in 

Ireland.     What  has  been  done  this  year  ? 

The  Government  have  deliberately  offered 

us   only   two  nights   for   the   discussion 

of      the      Executive      Government      in 

Iroland,     while      they     have     occupied 

nearly  five  nights  of  Government  time  in 

endeavouring  to  drive  through  the  House 

one  of  the  most  iniquitous  and  scandalous 

Bills  ever  submitted  to  the   House    of 

•Commons.      I   ask,  is   that  a  just  or  a 

reasonable  way  to  deal  with  Ireland  ?  We 

are  told  now  that  of  the  time  which  still 

remains  to  us  we  are  to  have  only  one 


further  night  to  discuss  Irish  Supply, 
making  three  in  all — a  number  utterly 
inadequate  and  insufficient.  The  result 
will  be  that  this,  as  last  year,  more  than 
half  of  the  most  important  of  the  Irish 
Votes — not  to  speak  of  the  minor  details 
of  Irish  expenditure — will  be  closured  or 
passed  without  any  discussion.  I  think 
that  is  one  of  the  greatest  invasions  on 
the  true  province  and  rights  of  the  House 
ever  attempted  in  the  history  of  Parlia- 
ment. For  these  reasons  I  am,  for  my 
part,  entirely  opposed  to  the  motion 
before  the  House.  I  think  this  indulgence 
ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  Government 
as  a  matter  of  course.  It  only  ought  to 
be  granted  when  the  House  is  convinced 
on  examination  that  the  Government 
have  fairly  and  properly  conducted  the 
business  of  the  session  and  put  the  time 
placed  at  their  disposal  to  a  fair  and 
proper  use.  Finally,  I  think  that  the 
Government  on  the  present  occasion, 
when  they  are  asking  for  greater  facilities 
for  sitting  so  late,  ought  to  have  told  us 
at  all  events  the  proximate  date  at  which 
they  intend  to  bring  the  session  to 
a  close. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  the 
most  important  matter  announced  by  the 
Front  Bench  was  that  of  the  new  Esti- 
mates. He  called  them  new  Estimates 
because  they  were  practically  new  and 
raised  new  matters  of  policy.  He  would 
call  attention  to  the  provision  of  an  order 
in  the  Business  Paper  which  stated  that 
any  additional  Estimates  for  any  new 
service  or  matter  not  included  in  the 
original  Estimates  of  the  year  should  be 
submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply  on  any  date  not 
later  than  two  days  before  the  Committee 
closed.  He  was  very  anxious  that  that 
order  should  be  observed,  for  there  could 
be  no  question  that  in  fact  these  were 
new  Estimates,  and  would  raise  very 
serious  questions  which  might  even 
become  more  serious  before  the  Com- 
mittee discussed  them.  He  congratulated 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  having 
abandoned  several  Bills  to  which  he  him- 
self had  given  his  most  determined  oppo- 
sition, including  the  Dogs  Bill,  the 
Savings  Bank  Amendment  Bill,  and  the 
Undersized  Fish  Bill,  his  opposition  to 
which  had  become  historical.  That  Bill, 
which  was  the  invention  of  the  opposite 
side,  had  been  introduced  in  different 
forms    on    six   different    occasions,   and 
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had  been  too  lightly  adopted  by  the 
present  Government.  He  congratulated 
the  Government  on  having,  for  the  sixth 
time,  abandoned  an  attempt  to  prevent 
the  people  from  getting  cheap  food,  and 
ho  hoped  the  attempt  would  never  be 
renewed.  He  thought  the  motion  of 
the  Leader  of  the  House  was 
a  very  reasonable  one.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  men- 
tioned thirty  Bills  which  might  conceiv- 
ably be  passed,  and  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hoped  might  be  passed 
before  the  end  of  the  session  ;  but  he  had 
sacrificed  half  a  dozen  of  them,  and  more 
certainly  would  have  to  go.  He  believed 
that  both  the  Companies  Bill  and  the 
Money-lending  Bill  would  also  have  to 
go.  In  the  meantime  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  sacrificed  three  Bills  in 
which  he  was  particularly  interested,  and 
he  expressed  his  gratitude  to  and  admi- 
ration of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
hi8  sound  disoretion. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,  S.) 
said  that  one  of  the  measures  which  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  proposed  to 
proceed  with  was  the  Companies  Bill. 
He  would  ask  why  a  measure  of  such 
great  gravity  was  not  introduced  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  session.  The  Bill 
was  still  being  discussed  upstairs,  and  it 
was  most  unreasonable  to  ask  the  House, 
when  the  measure  came  down  there,  to 
consider  Amendments  which  involved 
very  important  variations  of  the  perma- 
nent law  of  the  country  in  regard  to  one 
of  the  most  important  branches  of  juris- 
prudence, in  the  small  hours  of  the  morn- 
ing. If  this  measure  was  to  receive 
adequate  discussion  it  should  be  debated 
at  an  early  period  of  the  evening. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  protested  against 
the  motion.  The  fact  that  it  had  to 
bo  moved  was  a  condemnation  of  the 
conduct  of  business  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  to  put  to  his  credit  a 
very  important  reform  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  business  of  the  House — 
namely,  the  allocation  of  certain 
days  for  the  discussion  of  Supply. 
He  desired  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  in  the  present  state  of 
business  the  fact  that  he  asked  the  House 
to  sit  up  to  any  hour  of  the  morning  to 
discuss  Bills  of  great  importance  was  an 
indication  that  he  and  those  who  worked 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


hti 


with  him  had  not  given  sufficient 
sideration  to  the  essential  point  that 
Bills  ought  to  have  been  introduced 
discussed  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
In  recent  years  the  earlier  days  of 
session  had  been  wasted  in  desuhorc 
cussions  on  Supply,  which  it  would 
been  advantageous  to  have  brought  to; 
earlier  conclusion.   He  hoped  that  the ' 
Member  for  East  Mayo  would  dind* 
House  against  the  motion.  He  thought  Ail 
instead  of  the  House  being  asked  at  til 
time  of  the  year  to  sit  up  to  all  boon  hi 
attempt  to  clear  up  important  pointon 
deal  with  important  measures,  as  hadbeci 
the  case  of  late  years,  they  ought  tok 
taken  earlier  in  the  session.     The  rigk 
hon.  Gentleman    would    remember  tk 
during  the  present  session   he  had  gh» 
members — and  no  doubt  he  had  bum! 
popularity  in  consequence — a  muchloow 
recess  both  at  Easter  and   WhitsuntSt 
That  was  an  altogether  wrong  principle, 
and  it  would  have  been  much  better  S 
the   House   met  earlier   and   forced 
portant  business  through    at  an  earikr 
date,  and  this  portion  of  the  session  giva 
over  to  lighter  and  more  uncontrovenbl 
work.     He  wished  to   support  the 
Member  for  South    Leeds    with  regui 
to  the  Companies   Bill.      It  would  be  i 
very  grave   error  of   policy  if  that  Bill 
were  not  proceeded  with  and  passed  into 
law  during  the  present  session.     Both  he 
and  other  Members  of  the  House  would  be 
quite  willing  to  form  part  of  a  quorum 
in  order  to  help  to  carry  such  Bills  forward, 
and  they   would  deeply  regret  it  if  the 
Companies    Bill   was    not    passed.     Aft 
an  illustration  of  the  way  in   which  very 
important  measures  were  rushed  through, 
he  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  difr 
cussion  on  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Hon- 
ing of  the  Working  Classes  Bill  was  cur- 
tailed and  shortened  in  a  manner  which 
was  very  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the 
great  towns  of  this  country.     It  was  quite 
time  that  the  way   of  ordering  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  and  the  almost  inde- 
cent manner  in  which  it  was  conducted, 
was  alteied.  All  the  labours  of  the  Grand 
Committees  with  regard  to  the  Companies 
Bill,   and   other  important   Bills,    might 
now  have  to  be  thrown  aside,  and  all  the 
arrangements  of  the  Government  showed 
lack  of  consideration.     It  would  be  dis- 
creditable to  the  House    if  they  did  not 
clear  up  a   creditable   amount  of   work 
l>efore  they  separated.     He  expressed  a 
hope  that  in  the  future  the  work  of  the 
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ion  would  be  so  rearranged  as  to 
Ae  the  House  to  discuss  the  most  im- 
it  business  in  the  earlier  part  of 
session.  With  regard  to  Supply,  he 
iced  the  provision  to  take  an  extra 
in  order  to  consider  the  questions 
by  the  Supplementary  Estimate, 
was  a  reasonable  concession  to 
interest  of  the  public  and  the 
►use ;  but  he  hoped  they  would  have 
e  assurance  that  the  two  most 
rtant  Votes  which  had  to  be  con- 
jured before  the  session  closed — the 
oni&l  Vote,  which  involved  the  conduct 
affairs  in  Gape  Colony  and  South 
?*^frica,  which  was  of  vital  importance, 
1  MloA  the  Foreign  Office  Vote,  for  which 
*lwo  full  day 8  ought  to  be  assigned — would 
k;Tbe  brought  on  at  the  earliest  possible 
t*?jnonient ;  and  that  the  earliest  possible 
'■tday  would  be  given  to  the  Colonial  Vote. 
fr.  It  would  be  most  unsatisfactory  to  the 
T;  country  and  to  the  House  if  that  course 
e*  was  not  pursued. 

i  Lord  BALCARRES  (Chorley,  Lanca- 
*  •hire) :  I  am  in  charge  of  a  Bill  which 
r  has  gone  through  this  House,  and  also 
i  the  Bouse  of  Lords,  which  has  made 
>  a  few  trifling  amendments  in  it,  and  it 
now  awaits  the  consideration  of  this 
House.  The  amendments  are  of  a  purely 
formal  character,  but  as  the  motion  now 
stands  the  chances  of  the  Bill  passing  are 
nil.  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  could  meet  such  a  case 
as  this,  and  other  measures  which  are  un- 
contentious,  by  allowing  us  to  try  and  get 
them  through  after  the  Government 
business  is  concluded.  By  this  motion 
the  Government  appropriate  the  whoie 
of  our  time,  and  I  wish  to  ask,  on  the 
conclusion  of  public  business,  that  we 
private  Members  should  be  allowed  to 
push  forward  our  Bills.  I  suggest  that  we 
should  be  allowed  fifteen  minutes  each 
day,  otherwise,  by  the  operation  of  the 
two  words  "  I  object,"  we  shall  lose  some 
very  useful  measures. 

Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs):  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
Government  are  dealing  rather  harshly 
with  the  Bills  of  private  Members.  I 
refer  particularly  to  the  Temperance 
Bills,  one  of  which  has  passed  first  and 
second  reading,  and  through  Committee 
as  well,  and  will  now  be  sacrificed. 
All  these  Bills  are  based  on  recom- 
mendations of  Royal  Commissions  ap- 
pointed   by   the   Government   and  two 


of  which  were  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  Those  Commissions, 
after  sitting  several  years  and  after 
grave  consideration,  came  to  unanimous 
conclusions  upon  certain  topics.  The 
Government  not  being  prepared  to  legis- 
late upon  them,  private  Members  have 
brought  in  Bills  dealing  with  one  or  two 
of  the  minor  points,  and  the  Government 
give  them  no  facilities  whatever.  I  hope 
temperance  people  will  take  into  con- 
sideration that  the  Government  now  want 
to  take  all  the  remaining  time,  and  they 
cannot  find  time  for  temperance  legisla- 
tion for  the  reason  that  there  are  six 
Military  Bills,  and  the  whole  time  of  the 
House  has  been  used  for  the  discussion  of 
military  measures.  Not  a  single  hour 
can  they  find  for  temperance  legislation, 
which  would  be  carried  through  without 
a  division.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
Companies  Bill,  I  cannot  understand  why 
this  Bill  has  not  passed  into  law.  I  can- 
not conceive  a  greater  insult  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  A  Grand  Committee  has 
been  sitting  for  days,  considering  this 
Bill  very  carefully,  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  has  been  any  waste  of  time. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  does 
not  suggest  that  the  discussion  has  been 
unduly  prolonged.  The  Government 
then  go  through  the  farce — for  it  is  a 
farce  unless  it  is  proposed  that  we  should 
carry  it  through—  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  to  extend  the  time  so  that  we 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  carry 
it  through.  Is  it  to  be  expected 
that  the  Grand  Committee  should 
consider  this  very  important  Bill, 
sitting  for  an  extra  hour  each  day, 
when  they  know  perfectly  well  that 
it  is  not  proposed  to  give  a  Third 
Reading  to  the  Bill  ?  If  that  is  so,  it 
inflicts  considerable  humiliation  upon  the 
Grand  Committee.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ought  not  to  have  asked  them 
to  consider  it  unless  he  proposed  to  pass 
it.  Here  is  the  most  important  Bill  of  the 
session,  when  one  takes  into  account  the 
interests  with  which  it  deals,  and  the 
changes  it  proposes  to  make  in  the  exist- 
ing law ;  and  when  one  considers  the  com- 
plicated character  of  its  provisions,  it  is 
a  Bill  that  should  be  considered  very 
carefully.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said,  it  is  a  Bill  as  to  the  principle  of 
which  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion, 
but  that  is  exactly  the  kind  of  Bill  that 
requires  the  most  consideration.  When 
a  Bill  is  introduced,  and  there  is  a  con- 
tention as  to  the  pnx&vjta,  km^TAn^c^ 
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are  very  often  moved  for  the  purpose  of 
weakening  it ;  hut  where  the  principle  is 
agreed,  Members  join  together  in  moving 
Amendments  to  strengthen  the  Bill,  and 
this  is  the  Bill  which  the  Government 
cannot  find  time  before  twelve  o'clock  to 
consider.  For  this  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is 
responsible.  He  has  managed  matters  in 
such  a  way  that  the  most  important  Bill 
is  introduced  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
It  is  then  taken  upstairs,  where  it  cannot 
be  disposed  of  until  the  end  of  this 
week,  and  it  cannot  be  before  this  House 
until  next  week,  when  other  Bills 
will  prevent  its  being  taken  until 
after  twelve.  I  support  the  appeal 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  shall  give  us  a  pledge  not 
only  that  the  Bill  shall  be  carried  through, 
but  that  if  shall  be  considered  at  a  time 
when  Members  are  able  to  apply  their 
energies  to  it  without  distraction. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.), 
who  was  several  times  called  upon  to 
speak  up,  was  understood  to  saj7  that  he 
would  like  to  ask  a  question  with  regard 
to  the  Government  proposals  as  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who  fell  in 
the  war.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  in  answer  to  a  question  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  deal 
•vith  that  matter.  What  he  now  wished 
co  know  was  whether,  before  the  House 
separated,  the  Government  would 
announce  to  the  country  the  proposals 
they  had  in  view,  and  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  undertake  that 
the  Patriotic  Commissioners  would  not  be 
allowed  to  pursue  their  old  tactics  of 
accumulating  the  funds,  which  they  had 
already  begun  to  'do.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  give  an  assurance  on 
that  point  it  would  be  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  country.  He  :-lso 
desired  to  join  in  the  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  take  the 
Companies  Bill  after  twelve  o'clock,  for  a 
reason  which  had  not  been  put  to  the 
House.  The  Bill  had  come  down  from 
the  House  of  Loitls,  and  a  great  many 
points  had  been  deferred  for  considera- 
tion, and  if  those  important  points  were 
going  to  be  raised  at  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  a  great 
deal  of  harm  might  he  done  to 
a  very  useful  measure.  He  therefore 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not 
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to  ask  the  House  to  discuss  these  i 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northamp»|! 
I    am    much    afraid    if   the  right ' 
Gentleman  takes  the  advice  of  the 
Gentleman  behind  him  he  will  not 
the  Companies  Bill  this  session.     It  isil 
very  important  Bill,  but  we  know  m 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  are  not  very  t! 
sirous  that  the  Bill   should  become  lit;' 
but  if  it  is  to  be  passed  I  hope  the  ri^t 
hon.   Gentleman  will    not   listen  to  tk 
appeal  that  has  just   been   made.     Then 
is  another  Bill  which  has  beeu  sent  don 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Bill  forth* 
prevention  of  corruption,  a  most  adminkk 
Bill,  which  may  be  said  to  be  a  Gore» 
mental  if  not  a   Government  BilL   It 
was    brought    in    by     the    Lord  CkM 
Justice.     Now  we  know  perfectly  wfl 
that    in    the     House     of     Lords  there 
are  a  great   many    judicial    Gentlemn 
of  the  very  highest  ability  and  repot* 
tion,  and  when  a  Bill   has  found  favour 
with  them  we  may  regard  its  l>eing  seal 
here  as  an  appeal  by  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice and  the  judicial  bench  of  the  Hook 
of  Lords  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
carry  it  through.     This   is  a  Bill  which 
makes  certain   things   frauds    which  we 
not      frauds     at     the      present     time. 
I      have      before      now       expressed    t 
not  very  high   opinion  of  the  House  « 
Lords  ;  but  t  always  wish  to  be  fair,  and 
f  think  when  the  House  of  Lords  doe* 
practical   work   we   ought  to   give  them 
encouragement  by  passing  the  Bills  they 
send  to  us.      Now,  I  should   like  to  ask 
one  or  two  questions  as  to  Supply.      It 
has   been  suggested  that  we  shall  have 
five  days  allotted  to  ordinary  Supply  and 
one  day  given  to  the  Colonial  Office  Vote, 
and  one  each  to  the  Foreign  Office  and 
War  Office  Votes  ;  but  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  one  day  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
Colonial  Office  Vote,  because  we   have  to 
deal    not  only   with  South    Africa  bat 
several  other  matters — Ashanti,   and  so 
forth.     With  regard  to  the  Foreign  Office 
it  is  very  desirable  that  some  important 
discussion  should  take  place  before  the 
House  breaks  up  in  regard  to  China.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  say  that  we 
have   the   opportunity    on    the    Supple- 
mentary Vote,  and  he  also  tells  us  that 
that  is  to  cover  money  which  is  required 
for  both  China  and  South  Af rica.     Such  a 
discussion  I  do  not  think  ought  to  be  pro- 
longed beyond  twelve  o'clock.  The  matter 
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•  large  and  important  one,  and  we 
iOw  very  well  that  after  twelve  o'clock 
leches  are  not  reported,  and  the  debate 

over 


:*>  aome  what  perfunctory.  If  it  goes  ovei 
^T^«lve  o'clock,  I  hope  the  right  hon, 
"~  ^^'"itleman  will  consent  to  give  it  another 
There  is  one  other  question.  I 
not  ask  him  to  give  the  precise 
ire  of  the  Estimate,  but  I  should 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
to  tell  the  House  what  his  idea 
£with  regard  to  the  future,  about  what 
amount  is  of  the  Vote  that  he  intends 
ask  for,  together  with  the  amount  that 
e  Government  has  in  hand,  so  that  we 
^jfcbight  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  we 
"*#re  going  to  have  an  autumn  session,  as 
*  Jfe  suggested  in  the  press,  or  whether  we 
fciwe  going  to  have  no  further  session  of 
lathis  Parliament.  This  is  a  very  interest- 
is*  itlg  question,  and  we  should  like  to  have 
if  all  the  light  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
¥:  man  can  throw  upon  it.  We  do  not  wish 
£  Irim  to  tell  us  whether  he  is  going  to 
&  advise  Her  Majesty  to  dissolve  the  Parlia- 
:i  ment  in  the  autumn  ;  but  if  he  will  tell  us 
t  about  the  amount  of  the  Estimate  and 
j  what  the  amount  of  the  borrowing  powers 
e  of  the  Government  are  we  should  be  very 
I  interested,  and  it  might  help  us  to  reason 
r.     the  matter  out. 

♦Colonel  MILWARD  (Warwickshire, 
Stratford-on-Avon)  said  he  required  no 
information  on  the  point  just  mentioned, 
because  whether  the  dissolution  came 
early  or  late  he  hoped  that  Ministers  would 
be  prepared  to  face  the  consequences.  He 
desired  to  support  the  appeal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Leeds  with  reference  to 
the  Companies  Bill,  that  it  should  not  be 
brought  on  for  Report  unless  there  was 
time  to  consider  it  seriously.  He  quite 
-  appreciated  the  fact  that  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Committee,  who  had  spent  so 
much  time  upon  it,  would  feel  disap- 
pointed if  it  did  not  pass,  and  there  were 
a  great  many  others  who  would  bo 
equally  disappointed.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  suggested  that  there  were 
certain  Members  who  did  not  desire  to 
see  it  pass.  He  was  not  one  of  those. 
He  wished  to  see  it  pass,  but  after  con- 
sideration and  in  such  a  shape  that  it 
would  not  be  at  once  rendered  a  dead 
letter  by  the  legal  gentlemen  outside 
Parliament,  who  were  even  now  preparing 
to  drive  a  four-horse  coach  through  it.  It 
was  a  Bill  of  enormous  importance,  even 
to  the  working  classes  of  the  Midlands, 
who  at  the  time  of  the  cycle  boom,  when 
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many  bogus  companies  were  promoted, 
put  their  earnings  into  various  companies. 
The  Bill  was  only  introduced  on  the  26th 
of  June,  and  it  was  impossible  in  so  short 
a  time  to  consider  it  as  it  ought  to  be 
considered,  and  to  form  such  a  Bill  as 
ought  to  pass.  The  labours  of  the  Grand 
Committee  had  not  been  wasted,  and  the 
Government  would,  after  consideration, 
be  advised  to  take  up  certain  points,  and 
he  thought  that  another  year,  by  taking 
up  the  Bill  earlier  in  the  session,  a  more 
complete  and  valuable  measure  would 
result  from  their  efforts. 

I  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  other 
occasions  when  this  motion  had  been 
moved  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  keep  the 
House  late  every  night.  Although  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  no  such 
intimation  on  the  present  occasion  he 
trusted  that  the  House  might  assume 
that  that  was  the  case  now.  He  under- 
stood that  the  House  was  to  have  Supple- 
i  mentary  Estimates  brought  before  them 
during  the  present  session;  but  if  that  was 
the  case,  he  apprehended  they  would  be 
in  a  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  Colonial 
Vote,  because,  as  he  understood  the  pro- 
gramme, three  extra  days  had  been  given 
for  Supply.  The  Irish  Estimates  were 
to  be  given  one  day,  and  if  the  Colonial 
Vote  and  the  Foreign  Office  Vote  took 
another  day  each,  there  would  be  no  time 
left  to  discuss  the  War  Office  or  any  other 
Vote.  Having  regard  to  the  importance 
of  the  foreign  affairs  all  over  the  world, 
he  hoped  further  time  would  be  given. 

,  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Several  ques- 
I  tions  have  been  asked  and  many  pledges 

I  have  been  demanded  from  me,  and  while 

I I  cannot  say  that  I  shall  be  able  to  gratify 
I  all  those  who  have  made  remarks,  I  shall 
|  endeavour  as  well  as  I  can  to  go  seriatim 
J  through  the  list  of  questions.  The  hon. 
I  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  says  he 

hopes  the  sittings  will  not  be  unduly  pro- 
longed. I  am  very  reluctant  to  put  undue 
strain  upon  the  House,  but,  although  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  formidable  amount 
of  business  of  Supply  or  of  late  sittings,  I 
am  not  able  to  give  any  specific  promise 
to  the  House  on  the  subject.  As  regards 
Supply,  I  have  said  that  I  would  so 
arrange  that  there  would  be  one  addi- 
tional day  outside  the  tyreutY-ttaeft 
allotted  days.    I  \iope>  to  do  VSaaX.     ^ta^ 
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I  point  out  to  the  Von.  Gentleman,  as  far 
as  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices  are  con- 
cerned, that  there  will  not  only  be  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  them  on  the  ordinary 
Votes,  but  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of 
discussing,  at  any  rate,  very  large  and 
important  sections  of  these  questions 
upon  the  Supplementary  War  Estimates 
which  concern  the  granting  of  money 
for  South  Africa  and  money  for  China. 
In  addition  to  these  opportunities  there 
is,  of  course,  always  the  opportunity 
given  by  the  different  stages  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill ;  and  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  that  seems  to  me  sufficient,  even  in 
view  of  the  exceptional  circumstances  in 
which  the  House  finds  itself.  I  think  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  a  little  un- 
just when  he  suggested  that  an  inadequate 
time  had  been  already  given  to  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  War  Office  Estimates. 
The  immense  amount  of  time  given  to 
those  discussions  this  session  must  have 
escaped  his  attention.  It  has  not  been 
an  undue  amount,  I  agree.  Undoubtedly 
the  War  Office  has  been  the  office  above 
all  others  before  the  public,  and  on  which 
discussion  may  seem  most  legitimate. 
But  I  have  done  my  best  to  add  up 
roughly  the  number  of  nights  given  to 
War  Office  discussions,  and  I  cannot  make 
them  out  to  be  less  than  seventeen.  To 
give  seventeen  days  in  one  session  to  the 
discussion  of  one  Department  is  surely  not 
anfair  even  in  the  eyes  of  those  most 
greedy  of  discussion  and  most  anxious  to 
probe  the  War  Office  questions  to  the 
bottom.  In  this  annual  debate  the 
Leader  of  the  House  finds  himself  a  sort 
of  target  to  be  shot  at  from  many  diffe- 
rent quarters.  There  are  the  gentlemen 
who  say  that  all  the  Bills  which  have  been 
passed  are  trumpery  and  trifling  measures, 
and  that  it  is  the  Bills  about  which 
there  is  any  doubt  which  are  the  important 
measures,  and  measures  which  it  would  be 
monstrous  to  drop.  Then  there  are  those 
who  say,  "  Though  the  Government's  Bills 
may  be  all  very  well,  look  at  the  private 
Bills  abandoned  by  the  Government !  Let 
the  Government  press  on  with  those  and 
the  House  will  be  satisfied."  Then  there 
is  a  third  and  the  commonest  class  of  all, 
who  say,  "Above  all  do  not  sit  after 
twelve  o'clock."  And  there  are  others 
who  say,  u  However  important  it  may  be 
to  pass  this  Bill  or  that,  it  is  most  I 
important  of  all  to.  give  us  an  early  i 
holiday."  All  these  appeals  excite  my  | 
sympathy,  but  they  cannot  all  be  grati-  j 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


\  fied,  if  hon.  Members  will  go  to  bed  1 
j  the  clock  strikes  twelve,  if  they  will  hi1 
!  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  if  they  will  j 
:  these  great  measures ;  these 
are  evidently  mutually  contradictory  i 
:  cannot  all  be  satisfied  even  by  the  i 
:  ingenious  arrangements  of  public  basaml 
i  And  if  they  are  contradictory  aspintia| 
and    cannot    all  be     satisfied, 
festly    they    cannot,     I    do    hope  tkl 
Leader    of    the     House     may   not  i| 
supposed    to    be     in    fault    because  kl 
cannot  make  such  arrangements  as  w31 
enable  hon.  Gentlemen  both  to  eat  then 
cake  and  have  it  also.     The  hon.  Member  I 
for  Northampton  wanted  to  know  wk  I 
the  amount  of  the  Supplementary  Ea>  I 
mate  was.     My  hon.  friend   the  Under  I 
j  Secretary  for  War  is   not   in  the  How,  ] 
;  but  the  Estimate  will  be  soon  in  the  1 
;  of  hon.  Members.     I  am  afraid,  howera;  | 
!  that  a  disappointment  is  in  store  for  tk  I 
hon.   Member    for    Northampton.     Tke  ' 
amount,  even  if  I  could  give  it  down  to 
!  the  minutest  fraction,    would   throw  do 
light  on  the  problem  which  interest*  him. 
:  The  amount  would  be  the    same  if  the 
:  House  of  Commons  were  scattered  to  the 
!  winds  in  the  next  fortnight,  or  if  it  were 
\  to  drag  out  a  lingering  existence  to  the 
;  last  day  allowed  by  the  law.     The  Bti- 
;  mate  has  been  framed  wholly  apart  from 
those  Parliamentary  considerations  which 
j  are  so  interesting  to  the  hon.  Member; 
:  and  I  am  afraid  that  no  light  will  be  thrown 
:  upon  them  by  the  publication  of  the  details 
:  for  which  the  hon.  Member  is  desirous. 
:  My  noble   friend   the    Member   for  the 
Chorley  Division  has  made  an  appeal  in 
:  favour  of  a  Bill  in  which  he  is  interested, 
!  and  which  has  passed  this  House  and  the 
other   House  with  only  two    or    three 
trifling  Amendments.  Another  Bill  which 
;  has  passed  this  House  and  in  which  only 
:  very  small  Amendments  have  l>een  intro- 
:  duced  in  another  place  is  the  Bill  giving 
;  compensation  for  accidents  to  agricultural 
■  labourers.    It  is  evident  that  Bills  of  that 
'■  character  ought  not  to  be  sacrified,  and  I 
;  think   it  is  quite  usual    and  invariable, 
:  when  the  Government  has  asked  for  these 
:  special  privileges,  that  such  non-contro- 
i  versial   private  Bills  should   l>e   starred 
:  and  therefore  escape  from  the  drastic  and 
!  destructive  effects  of  the  resolution  which 
:  I  now  ask  the  House  to  pass.     I  notice 
!  that  there  are  two  Bills  in  the  list  which 
j  I  read,  which  I  hoped  were  non-contro- 
versial in  their  character,  but  with  regard 
to  which  strong  opposition  has  been  an- 
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need  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
is  the  Diocesan  Records  Bill 
another  is  an  Irish  Bill  with  respect 
rhich  the  leader  of  the  Nationalist 
<y  has  declared  his  intention  of  moving 
Amendment.      [Mr.   Dillon  :     The 

Irish  Bills  are  controversial.]  Then 
ppose  the  four  Irish  Bills  will  have  to 
dropped.  The  hon.  Member  for 
th-west  Bethnal  Green  reproached 
Government  with  having  dropped  the 
acy  Bill.  I  greatly  regret  that  it  has 
i  dropped ;  and  I  quite  recognise  that 
e  are  important  provisions  which  it  is 
ly  most  desirable  to  pass  into  law 
lout  delay.  But  the  Bill  is  a  long 
It  contains  a  large  number  of  mis- 
meous  administrative  reforms  which 
3  impossible  to  pass  through  the 
ise  without    considerable  discussion; 

therefore  it  is  with  the  greatest  re- 
ance  that  I  feel  bound  to  adhere  to 
decision  already  come  to  not  to  press 

measure  on  the  attention  of  the 
ise.  I  think  I  have  dealt  with  almost 
•y  point  which  was  raised, 
*pt    the    Companies    Bill.     I    stated 

the  beginning  of  the  debate 
;     that     is     a     Bill    which    I    hope 

be  allowed  to  pass ;  and  I  see  no 
on  why  it  should  not  pass.  The  right 
.  Gentleman  said  that  I  had  missed 
most  important  element  in  my  state- 
it,  because  I  refrained  from  giving  any 
)  for  the  probable  adjournment  of  the 
ise.  That  date  can  never  be  given 
i  assurance,  and  it  could  be  given 
l  less  assurance  than  ever  this 
r,  because  there  are  not  only  the 
s  which  I  have  mentioned,  but  the 
ncial  proposals  which  have  to  be 
le,  to  be  taken  into  account.  I  do 
like  to  say  within  a  day  or  hour — or 
i  within  several  days — when  the 
ion  will  come  to  an  end ;  but  I  shall 
jreatly  disappointed  if  it  does  not  end 
ing  the  week  beginning  5th  August. 
>pe  it  will  not  be  later  than  the  ordi- 
7  time  ;  it  may  be  even  earlier.  I  do 
see  why  it  should  not,  if  the  House 

to  work  in  a  businesslike  fashion, 
i  true  that  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
thamptonshire,  who  is  peculiarly 
snt  in  his  criticisms  of  the  conduct  of 
lie  business,  said  that  it  was  outrageous 


that  we  should  have  had  such  long  holi- 
days at  Easter  and  Whitsuntide  ;  and  he 
desired  that,  we  should  get  up  on  1st 
August.  When  the  hon.  Member  is 
Leader  of  the  House  he  will  find  that 
ideal,  though  a  delightful  one,  is  not  easy 
to  realise.  It  is  possible  to  induce  the 
House  to  take  fairly  long  holidays  at 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  and  especially 
when  they  meet,  as  this  year  they  have 
done,  in  January ;  but  it  is  not  possible 
to  induce  the  House  to  get  up  on 
1st  August. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  :  On  the  contrary,  I 
offered  to  stop  longer,  to  help  pass  Bills 
like  the  Companies  Bill.  I  thought  the 
House  ought  to  stop  longer.  My  sugges- 
tion was  that  the  great  Bills  should  be 
taken  earlier  in  the  session. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  demur  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  on  that  point.  The 
Bills  we  have  taken  earlier  in  the  session 
are  very  important  Bills — quite  as  im- 
portant as  any  that  remain,  so  that  the 
only  difference  between  us  is  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  have  taken  the  Com- 
panies Bill  before  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Bill.  It  is  a  matter  on 
which  the  hon.  Member  and  myself  are 
hardly  likely  to  agree. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  What 
about  the  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South-west  Manchester,  with 
respect  to  the  funds  of  the  Patriotic 
Commissioners  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  With  all 
deference  to  my  honourable  friend,  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  very  relevant  to  this 
discussion;  but  I  think  it  is  extremely 
likely  that  we  shall  be  able  to  inform  the 
House  what  our  proposals  are  before  the 
end  of  the  session.  But  on  that  point  I 
make  no  pledge.  On  the  whole,  1  think 
the  motion  has  not  been  unkindly 
received,  even  by  the  severest  of  our 
critics,  and  I  hope  that  without  a  division 
we  may  now  proceed  to  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  day. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  240 ; 
Noes,  114.     (Division  List  No.  219.) 


nd-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 

,  John 

>pp,  Hon.  George 

>fi,  Alfred 


AYES. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John  I  Banbury,  Frederick  George 

Bailey,  James  (Walworth)        |  Barry,  K&.  Hn.  A.  H.S.( Hunts) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander  I  Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Balcarres,  Lord  |  Beach,Kt.Hn.SirM:.H.(Bristol\ 

BaJfour,  Kt.Hn.A. J.(Manch'r)  \  Beaumont,  \f*nV*w\Xi^.  fc. 
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Bigwood,  James  ; 

Bill,  Charles  ! 

BUkiston- Houston,  John  ! 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry  I 

Boulnois,  Edmund  j 
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Bryce,  Ht.  Hon.  James  j 
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Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
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Cans  ton,  Richard  Knight 
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Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  ] 
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Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.   Henry 
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Coddington,  Sir  William 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  .Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir. John  Chas.  Reailv  : 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.Athole  ; 
Corbett.A.  Cameron(Clasgo\v) 
( Cornwall  is.  Fienue«Stanley  W.  . 
Courtney,  Kt.  Hon.  LeonardH.  ' 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge  ■ 
Cnpps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Herb. Shepherd  t Bolton  , 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies.M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan  . 
Digby,  John  K.  I).  Wingtield-  : 
I  tonkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas  lit.  Hon.  A.  Akers-   ■ 
Douiglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S.  , 
Dyke,RtHon  SirWilliamHart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Faber,  George  I  ten  i  son 
Eanpiharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Eellowcs.  Hon    Ailwyn  E. 
Fergusson,  Rt  M  nSir  J  { Manch'  r 
Finch,  George  H 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Baiinatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.SirliobertPenrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wy^rani,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Erne-t 
Foster.  Colonel  ^  Lancaster) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Gallowav,  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydnev 

(Ubbs.Hn.  A< ;H(Cityof  Lond.) 
(Hbbs,Hon.Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
(voids worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.Hon  Sir  John  Hldon 
(Jo8chen,RtHnG.J(StGeorge's 
Gould ing,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Ed.  Temperley 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Giay,  Ernest  (\Vest  Ham) 
Green, Walford  D.  (Wed'sbury 


Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
GraviUe,  Hon.  Ronald 
( Jull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton,  Rt.Hon.  LordGeorge 
H*nbury,Rc.  Hon.liobertWm. 
Hanson*  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Ha«dett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne.Rt.Hon.  (Charles  Seale- 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermou-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie(Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich)    j 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry      I 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth.  Sir  Henry  Hoyle       ] 
Hozier,  Hou.  J.  H.  C.  j 

Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin  | 

Hut  ton,  John  (Vorks,  N.R.)     | 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jes-el,  Captain  Herliert  M. 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
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Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees  \ 
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Lawrence.SirE  Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  .John  Grant  (York*.) 
Lea.Sir  Thomas(  Londonderry) 
Lecky,RtHonWilliamEdw.H. 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewe^yn,Sirl.)illwyn-(S\v'iisa 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
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Lonsdale.  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lvttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  <».  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
M' Arthur.  William  (Cornwall 
M'Ewan.  William 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
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Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Masscy- Main  waring,  HnW.  F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
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Mesey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Robt.Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Mon.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Mowbray,  Sir  Ro!>ert  Grav  C. 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
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Robertson,  Edmund  (Dufa) 
Ro))ertson(  Herbert(HackMf) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneai 
Russell,  Gen.F.S.iCheltenta 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel.  Harry  S.  (Limehom) 
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Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
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Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.tRenfnr 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  T.   H.  (Sulybr.) 
Side  bottom,  William  (DerbjM 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  ( Forfarshire) 
Sinclaii',  Jx>uis  (Komfoid) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Cliristchurefc) 
Smith,  .I.  Parker  (Lanarksj 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Orinskirk) 
Stanley,  Ed  wardJ  as.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth* 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.   M*Ta^r*rt 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Banjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrv  Napier 
Tal!K)u,Rt.Hn.J.(.J.(UxfdUnif 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Win.  Edw. Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,  Lt.-i )ol. A.C. E.(T'ntn 
Wharton,  Rt.   Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.(A8hton-under-L 
Whitmoic  Charles  Algernon 
Williams.  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Willouguby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  J .  W.  \ Worcestersh.  N 
Wilson-Todd,  Win .  H.  ( Yorks.  > 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  li.(Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndhaiu,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Tellkrs    for   the   Ayes— 

Sir   William   Walrond 

Mr.  Anstruther. 
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m,  William(CorkN.  E. ) 
Villiam  (Gateshead) 

Rol>ert  Andrew 
e,  Robert 
y-Jone*,  L. 
M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
John  Emmott 
Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Alfred 
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Edward 
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Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
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Sugene 
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Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
James  Henry 
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:,  Charles 
Michael  Joseph 
ames  Christopher 
Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co) 
\,  Daniel  Ford 
Ellis  J. 
1,  George 


Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Bryiiinor  (Swans') 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh.) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,SirWUirid  (CumbTnd 
Lewis  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Qn'sC.) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
MaddLson,  Fred 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mather,  William 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
0'Connor,James(Wicklo\v,W 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'  Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 


Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(LancsS.W 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Redmond, John  E.(  Waterford) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Sno  -vdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan.  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Thomas,  A  bel(  Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  Alfred!  Glamorgan,  E. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
U  re,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thjmas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(Notts.) 
Wilson,  HenryJ.  (York,W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson, Jos.  H  (Middlesbrough 
Woodhouse,SirJT(HuddersfM 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers   for  the   Noes — 

Captain   Donelan  and  Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien. 


red,  That,  for  the  remainder  of 
don,  Government  Business  be  not 
)ted  under  the  provisions  of  any 
g  Order  regulating  the  Sittings  of 
lse ;  and  may  be  entered  upon  at 
jr,  though  opposed,  and  that  at 
elusion  of  Government  Business 
y  Mr.  Speaker  do  adjourn  the 
without  Question  put. 

:    RENT -CHARGE    (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

:  for  Third  Reading  read,  and 
jed. 

>n  made  and  Question  proposed, 
;he  Bill  be  re  committed  in  respect 
tfew  Clause  (Exclusion  of  certain 
ss  and  rent  charges),  and  the 
nent  to  the  Schedule." — (Mr. 
ialfour.) 

EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
>ught  they  had  a  right  to  complain 
ay  the  House  had  been  treated  in 
jf  this  Bill.  When  it  was  intro- 
it    was    understood     that    there 


would  be  a  Report  stage.  There 
had  been  notice  given  of  Amendments 
in  respect  of  the  matter  on  which 
it  wa9  now  proposed  to  recommit  the 
Bill.  It  was  distinctly  understood  then 
that  the  Bill  would  be  taken  in  the 
ordinary  way  on  Report.  There  never 
was  a  Bill  which  more  required  to  be 
subjected  to  the  usual  procedure  of  the 
House,  for  it  was  one  of  the  most 
technical  they  had  seen  in  this  or  any 
session  of  Parliament.  He  wished  to 
refer  to  the  point  in  regard  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  recommit  the  Bill.  It 
waa  a  point  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman got  entirely  into  a  mess  when  the- 
Bill  was  in  Committee.  After  refusing 
to  accept  his  Amendment,  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  consented  to  consider 
the  question  before  the  Report  stage. 
Now  there  was  to  be  no  Report  stage.  If 
they  were  to  go  into  this  question  at  all  the 
House  should  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering whether  they  preferred  to  keep  the 
schedule  intact  and  to  strike  out  Clause  4, 
or  to  proceed  in  the  way  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  propoafccL     "Sot  Ya&  ^x\» 
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he  would  prefer  the  schedule  intact,  I 
because  it  specified  the  words  of  the  Act  j 
of  1872  to  be  repealed,  while  the  repeal- 1 
ing  clause  did  not  so  specify  tne  words.  ; 
The  House  was  to  be  reduced  to  this  j 
process  if  the  Government  would  not  con-  ' 
sent  to  recommit  the  Bill  indefinitely  and  j 
generally,  but  he  hoped  that  at  least  an  i 
Amendment  would  be  consented  to  which  j 
would  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  ! 
deciding  between  the  repeal  clause  con- : 
tained  in  the  Bill  and  the  repeal  portion  of ; 
the  schedule. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,: 
S.)  moved  to  omit  all  words  after  "  re- 
committed," in  order  to  recommit  the  : 
measure  generally.  The  motion  of  the  ; 
Chief  Secretary,  though  not  out  of  order,  \ 
was  very  much  out  of  ordinary  form  and  j 
routine.  The  motion  of  the  right  hon.  j 
Gentleman  was  to  confine  the  effect  of  the  j 
re-committal  to  one  clause  only,  and  that  a  ; 
new  clause.  The  records  of  Parliament ; 
could  be  searched  in  vain  for  the  recom- . 
mittal  of  a  Bill  on  a  new  clause,  and  a 
new  clause  alone.  The  procedure  now  : 
proposed  to  be  adopted  was  altogether 
unprecedented.  There  were  many  Amend-  j 
ments  the  Irish  Members  had  intended  ; 
moving  on  the  Report  stage,  some  of  them  : 
of  vital  importance.  There  was  one  in  j 
particular  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  j 
the  Attorney  General  promised  to  consider,  \ 
and  he  gave  the  House  to  infer  that  his  : 
decision  would  be  brought  up  on  Report.  : 
But  when  a  Bill  passed  through  Com- , 
mittee  without  Amendment  the  Report  . 
stage  as  a  matter  of  convenience  was  . 
abrogated.  That  had  happened  in  this  : 
case,  but  how  ?  On  the  very  first  day  on  ; 
which  the  Bill  was  under  discussion  the  j 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North  Louth  ' 
proposed  several  Amendments.  Those  j 
Amendments  were  not  accepted,  but  a  ; 
pledge  was  given  by  the  Chief  Secretary  '■ 
that  he  would  frame  a  clause  and  submit : 
it  to  the  House  on  the  Report  stage.  The  ' 
Bill  was  discussed  at  considerable  length,  ; 
and  then  at  the  last  moment  the  right  ' 
hon.  Gentleman  suddenly  declined  to  ; 
move  the  Amendments  standing  in  his  : 
name,  thus  avoiding  the  Report  stage.  ; 
Such  a  contrivance  to  bar  discussion  ought 
not  to  be  used.  The  Government  had 
resorted  to  an  extraordinary  process,  which 
as  a  rule  was  used  only  when  certain 
matters  arose  between  the  Committee 
stage  and  the  Third  Reading.  What  was 
useful     for     the     Government     should 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 


also  be  useful  for  the  Opposition, 
therefore  he  hoped  the  House  would 
to  recommit  the  Bill  in  regard 
matters.  The  Bill — a  very  techniol 
— had  throughout  been  conducted  ■ 
very  high-handed  manner.  There' 
been  twenty  divisions,  four  of  which 
on  motions  for  the  closure.  On 
Wednesday  when  the  discussion  had  Wl 
closured,  he  drew  the  attention  of  w, 
Chairman  to  the  fact  that  by  the  wm\ 
question  being  put  in  the  form  it  wufen 
most  valuable  Amendments  would  be  Ai 
out  of  all  discussion.  The  Chain* 
admitted  that  that  would  be  so.  If  tk 
Bill  was  recommitted  generally  tha 
Amendments  could  be  reproduced  ui 
argued,  and  it  was  therefore  only  fair  tk 
such  a  course  should  be  adopted.  On 
Amendment  especially  was  absohtdj 
essential,  as  it  raised  the  tremendous  que* 
tion  of  the  construction  of  the  ststafe 
The  Government  would  not  dare  to  apply 
the  procedure  now  proposed  to  any  otacr 
than  Irish  Bills;  but  the  high-handed 
conduct  of  the  Government  would,  to 
some  extent,  be  remedied  by  reeon- 
mitting  the  Bill  as  a  whole.  If  the  rigte 
hon.  Gentleman  agreed  to  this  he  could 
rest  assured  the  Irish  Members  would 
not  abuse  in  the  slightest  degree  the  power 
thereby  given.  Not  a  single  reason  could 
be  urged  against  the  Amendment  exeat 
that  the  Government  desired  to  barb 
discussion  and  prevent  the  bringing 
forward  of  arguments  revealing  the  true 
intent  of  the  Bill.  The  course  the 
Government  were  taking  amounted 
almost  to  a  breach  of  faith,  but  he  hoped 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  agree  to 
concede  the  point  now  asked. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  from  the  word 
( re-committed,'  to  the  end  of  the  question."— 
{Mr.  Sicift  MavNcill.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  rise  strongly  to  support  the 
Amendment,  not  merely  on  grounds  par- 
ticular to  this  Bill  itself,  but  on  general 
grounds  relating  to  the  procedure  of  this 
House.  At  a  preceding  stage  of  this  Bill 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  enter  my  most  solemn 
and  even  vehement  protest  against  the 
;  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  measure,  and  1  assume  that 
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Bjjp  House  appreciates  the  fact  that  the 
j^ltovernment  are  to-night  establishing  an 
BTSMuaely  new  precedent.    The  motion  that 
*"*    the  Third  Reading  a  Bill  should  be  re- 
emitted  is  a  motion  not  often  made, 
-when  the  motion  is  made  it  is  usually 
e   in   either  of  two  contingencies — 
er  when  there  is  a  general  assent  to 
motion,   or  when   *he  Government 
bVe  found  it  necessary  to  make  what  is 
]y    a    literal   correction    in  a  Bill. 
tere   may  be  a  third  contingency  in 
ch  such  a  motion  would  be  justifiable, 
that  is  when  the  Government  find 
lat  through   some*  oversight  they  have 
jlected  to  fulfil  a  pledge  to  any  sec- 
>n  of  the  House.  But  neither  of  these  cir- 
r/=~~*~tances  exists  at  the  present  moment. 
*|T!here     is    no    unexpectedness     in     the 
£  matter ;  there  is  no  mere  literal  change 
■^to  be  made;  there  is  no  general  assent. 
»£  What    the    Government    have    done    is 
»f:  to  employ  what,  without  using  the  word 
(%■■  offensively,  I  may  describe  as  a  device, 
%  the  object  being  to  escape  from  one  of 
*    those  stages  of  investigation  and  examin- 
es   ation  to  which  the  wisdom  of  many  cen- 
$    turies  has  decreed  Bills  should  be  sub- 
£    jected.     In  other  words,  the  Government 
{•    have  adopted  this  device  in  order  to  do 
I     away  with  the  Report  stage  of  the  Bill. 
,     That  is  a  stage  which  has  for  centuries 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  inevitable 
and  necessary   stages  of  a  measure.     I 
know  of  only   two   occasions  on  which 
that  stage  has  been  avoided.     One  was 
when  the  present  Leader  of  the  House 
was  able  to  get  an  Education  Bill  through 
Committee  without  Amendment.     That 
was  a  small  Bill  in  many  respects,  and  I 
do  not  intend  to  go  back  on  the  contro- 
versy.    The  other  occasion  was  when  a 
Bill    was    passed    without    Amendment 
through  a  Committee  upstairs  by  a  Mem- 
ber sitting  on  these  benches,  the  Report 
stage  being  thus  avoided.     But  I  believe 
there  was  scarcely  an  evening  for  three 
months  on  which  that  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  not  indicted  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  for  the  unusual,  unprece- 
dented, and  it  was  almost  suggested,  the 
indecent  course  he  had  adopted  in  getting 
the  Bill  through  without  accepting  any 
Amendments,    and    I  believe  that  that 
very  act  contributed  finally  to  the  re- 
jection of  the  Bill  in  another  place,  because 
it  was  argued  that  a  Bill  passed  through 
Committee  in  this  indecently  hasty  way, 
without  the  acceptance  of  any  rational 
Amendment,  must  have  been  so  inade- 
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quately  and  scantily  discussed  that  really 
that  Chamber  was  only  fulfilling  its  duty 
as  a  revising  assembly  in  refusing  to  carry 
the  Bill  into  law.  I  would  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  the  illustrious  person  who  used  this 
argument' with  such  disastrous  effect  was 
the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
but  now  the  very  course  which  was  used 
as  an  argument  for  rejecting  that  measure 
is  being  adopted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself.  This  Bill  is  to  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  a 
n6w  clause  which  stood  upon  the  Paper 
for  several  days.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  come  down  and  say,  "  I 
want  the  Bill  recommitted,  because, 
since  it  passed  through  Committee,  it  has 
suddenly  struck  me  that  an  improvement 
might  be  made  in  it,"  we  would  have  no- 
thing whatever  to  object  to.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  in  no  such  position, 
because  the  clause  was  upon  the  Paper  for 
several  days,  and,  in  fact,  was  put  there 
in  fulfilment  of  a  pledge  given  by  the 
Government.  We  are  therefore  in  this 
position  :  the  Government  are  asking  the 
House  to  take  this  unusual  and  wholly  un- 
precedented course  for  the  simple  purpose 
of  avoiding  the  Report  stage.  I  strongly 
support  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  in 
the  demand  that  if  the  Bill  is  re-com- 
mitted at  all  it  should  be  re-committed  in 
its  entirety,  so  that  we  may  have  the 
same  rights  of  proposing  Amendments  as. 
the  Government  now  seek. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.E.)  contended 
that  something  tantamount  to  a  breach 
of  faith  had  been  committed  by  the 
Government.  An  undertaking  was  given 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  on  the  first 
night  of  the  debate  on  this  Bill  that 
a  new  clause  should  be  brought  up 
later.  It  was  not  so  brought  up,  but 
several  days  later  it  was  placed  on  the 
Paper,  and  then  at  the  last  minute  the 
Government  forced  the  Bill  through  by  a 
mechanical  majority  and  amended  their 
own  hand.  Instead  of  having  the  clause 
discussed  in  Committee  they,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  Report  stage,  had  brought  it 
forward  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  not 
be  properly  discussed.  The  argument* 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Louth  on  the  first  clause  were  such  that 
they  convinced  the  Government,  and  the 
Leader  of  the  House  promised  a  clause 
which  should,  if  possible,  meet  the  views 
which  had  been  expressed.     The  clause 


123 


Tithe  Rciit-Clmryc 


{COMMONS} 


(Ireland)  BUI. 


1» 


clause,    and      it 
in   in  its    present 
circumstances,    he 


duly  appeared  on  the  Paper,  but  to  the 
surprise  of  everybody,  after  having 
suspended  the  twelve  o'clock  rule, 
the  Government  withdrew  their  own 
was  now  brought 
form.  Under  these 
trusted  the  House 
would  support  the  Irish  Members  in 
objecting  to  a  course  which  was  not  only 
unprecedented  in  the  procedure  of  the 
House,  but  which  unquestionably  was  not 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  fair  play 
and  equity  towards  a  minority  in  the 
House.  The  Irish  people  were  deeply 
interested  in  this  Bill,  because  it  affected 
an  Irish  fund,  and  therefore  they  were 
justified  in  protesting  against  the  action 
of  the  Government  as  uncandid,  unfair, 
and  tantamount  to  a  breach  of  faith, 
breaking  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of 
their  own  promise  in  regard  to  the  most 
controversial  point  in  the  whole  Bill.  The 
course  suggested  in  the  Amendment  was 
one  in  accordance  with  Parliamentary 
procedure,  and  it  was  moie  convenient 
that  instead  of  recommitting  the  Bill  in 
respect  of  a  single  new  clause,  it  should 
be  recommitted  in  respect  of  all  the 
clauses  around  which  so  much  discussion 
raged,  and  in  respect  of  which  the 
Government  had  refused  to  accept  any 
Amendments. 

♦MR.CAUVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notting- 
hamshire, Mansfield)  :  Although  not  an 
Irit.di  Member,  I  think  it  right  to  join  in 
the  protest  which  has  been  made  against 
what  1  deem  to  be  the  unfair  treatment 
of  the  House  by  the  Government  in  con- 
nection with  this  measure.  The  intention 
of  the?  Chief  Secretary  was,  no  doubt,  to 
move  this  clause  in  Committee,  but  he  had 
been  successful  in  securing  the  rejection 
of  nv^vy  Amendment  proposed  by  the 
Irish  Members,  and  I  suppose  it  occurred 
to  him  then  that,  if  he  abandoned  for  the 
time  this  intended  clause,  he  would 
succeed  in  getting  rid  of  the  Report 
stage.  The  temptation,  I  imagine,  was 
too  strong  to  be  resisted,  and  now  he 
comes  to  the  House  asking  to  enjoy  an 
exceptional  position,  in  submitting  a  ■ 
clause  which  ought  to  have  been  moved  in 
Committee,  while  the  rest  of  the  House 
are  virtually  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  submitting  other  Amendments  which 
they  might  desire  to  propose.  I  think  it 
right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  that  this  method  of  procedure, 
call  it  by  what  name  you  will,  appears  to 
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be  part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government.  It  has  happened  in 
sessions,  and  it  is  happening  no*, 
sought  to  abolish  the  Report  stage 
;  Bills,  avoid  discussion,  and  to 
!  Members  exercising  the  full  right! 
'■  membership  of  this  House.  Xoublj 
this  the  case  in  regard  to  Bills  tI 
come  from  Standing  Committees.  Tk\ 
anomaly  is  greater  in  such  cases,  becut] 
the  whole  of  the  Members  of  the  Boor 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  »l 
Members  of  the  Standing  Committees, » 
deprived  of  all  opportunity  of  morag 
Amendments  to  Bills  which  are  before  tk 
House.  It  is  a  quite  common  process  fa 
the  Government,  or  anybody  else  in 
charge  of  a  Bill,  to  move  an  AmendmM 
on  the  final  stage  of  the  measure,  bat  n 
such  cases  usually  all  Members  of  tW 
House  are  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality. 
But  by  this  method  the  Government  aw 
curtailing  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Members  of  this  House,  and  I  think  it  a 
high  time  notice  were  taken  of  it,  and  this 
steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  a  policy  m  the  future. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  it  could  not  be  imputed  as  a  fault  to 
the  Government  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  persuading  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  pass  their  Bill  without  amend- 
ment. But  although  that  complaint  was  not 
quite  justified  by  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  he  could  see  no  good  reason 
why  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not 
accept  this  Amendment.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  having  arrived  at  this  stage, 
and  the  Government  having  found  it 
necessary  for  their  own  purposes  to  re- 
commit the  Bill,  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  that  the  recommittal  should  be  "a 
general  one.  He  was  most  anxious  that 
every  one  and  even  the  smallest  of  the 
privileges  of  hon.  Members  of  the  House 
should  be  maintained,  and  should  be 
brought  into  operation  to  show  that  they 
were  being  maintained.  Perhaps  hon. 
Members  opposite  might  once  again  be  in 
power,  and  then  he  thought  the  House 
might  require  every  safeguard  in  ease 
mischievous  proposals  were  submitted.  In 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  about  Grand 
Committees,  he  thought  that  the  practice 
of  sending  measures  to  Grand  Committees 
was  a  great  abuse.  If  a  Bill  was  not  good 
enough  to  stand  the  criticism  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  it  was  not  good 
enough  to  introduce  into  the  House  at  all. 
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fcje  hoped  the  Government  would  agree 
Ng  make  the  recommittal  a  general  one. 
^Of  they  recommitted  the  measure  for  a 
hjjjjpecific  purpose  only  they  might  find  it 
Ijgfeeoessary  in  the  course  of  discussion  to 
5  into  other  matters.  When  he  looked 
the  last  line  of  the  only  clause  in 
rjfeepect  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
commit the  Bill,  he  found  that  it  dealt 
tarith  a  matter  of  considerable  importance. 
3»ub-8ection  4  of  the  new  clause  provided 
L^fchat — 

'•This  section  shall  not  extend  to  a  niort- 
WLSe  or  a  marriage  or  other  family  settlement 
Or  arrangement. 

If  that  was  the  only  thing 

Mr,  SPEAKER :   These  are  questions 
which  will  be  in  order  when  the  new  clause  ' 
is  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  only  ' 
mentioned  that  to  show  that  other  ques- ; 
tions  might  arise.      He  saw    no    reason 
why  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  i 
not  accept  this  Amendment. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 
I  do  hope  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment do  not  accept  this  Amendment  the 
House  will  carry  it.     I  think  it  is  quite 
a  reasonable  proposal,  and  Irish  Members 
have  great  reason  to  complain  of  the  course 
pursued  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  respect.     Three-fourths  of  the  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  are  bitterly  opposed  to 
this  Bill,  and  they  represent  the  feelings 
of  their  constituencies.     The  Irish  Mem- 
bers  opposing    this   measure    consist   of 
three-fourths  of  the  entire   representation 
of  Ireland,  and  they  are  the  only  people 
who  ought   to   attempt  to   correct    bad 
legislation  or  promote  good  legislation  for 
Ireland.     Three-fourths  of   the   Irish  re- 
presentatives  are    opposed   to   this  Bill, 
and  throughout  its   various   stages  they 
have   sought  to   make    various    Amend- 
ments.     On    the   discussion  of   Amend- 
ments which  were  moved  to  the  very  first 
section    of    the  Bill  there   was   a  great 
deal      of      argument,      and       it       was 
pointed     out   that    somo   gross  injustice 
and  some    gross  anomalies  would  follow 
from  the  operation  of  the  first  section  of 
the  measure   as    it  was  originally  intro- 
duced.    Several  hours  were  taken  up  in 
the  discussion    of    that    section,    which 
struck   very  much  at   the   root  of    the 
principle  of  the  whole  Bill,  and  in  order 
to  shorten  the  discussion  and  get  rid  of 


the  difficulty  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  stood  up  and  said  he  would  bring 
up  a  clause  on  Report  which  would  meet 
the  difficulties  which  had  been  raised.   For 
my  part,  I  confess  that  I  was  quite  satis- 
fied with  that  assurance,  and  I  believe  all 
my  hon.  friends  below  the  gangway  were 
quite    satisfied.      Then    the    Committee 
passed  on  to  other  Amendments,  and  to 
other  clauses  in   the  Bill.     A  discussion 
arose  about  repealing  one  section,  and  a 
difficulty  was  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dundee.     Again  to 
shorten  discussion  and  to  hurry  this  Bill 
through   the  House  in   the  face  of  the 
opposition  of   three-fourths  of  the  Irish 
representatives,  it  was  suggested  that  an 
amendment  would  be  proposed  and  a  new 
clause  would  be  brought  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment dealing  with  the  point  in  dispute 
upon  the   report    stage.     We  were   also 
quite  satisfied  with  that  assurance.    Upon 
the     fourth     night    of     the     discussion 
of       this     revolutionary    and     confisca- 
tory    proposal     what     happened  ?       In 
the   first   place  the   twelve    o'clock   rule 
was  suspended.     We  all  know   that  the 
suspension    of   this   rule   drives  a  great 
many    reasonable  men   away    from    the 
House,  and   it   is    an   effectual    way    of 
throwing  a  wet  blanket  over  the    busi- 
ness.    I  make  no   secret   of  saying  that 
legislation  in  that   manner  after   twelve 
o'clock   upon  serious  matters  is  a  mere 
farce  and  delusion.     Having  closured  the 
|  Bill  on  the  fourth  night  no  new  clause  is 
brought  up  and  no  Report  stage  becomes 
necessary,  and  by  this  ingenious  strategy 
— and  I  believe  in  calling  a  spade  a  spade 
,  — the  report  stage  of  a  very  contentious 
Bill    was    avoided    by     Her     Majesty's 
Government   in  order   to  force  this  ob- 
,  noxious  Bill  down  the  throats  of  the  un- 
willing  Irish    people.       And     now    the 
Government    come    up   with    this    new 
clause  and  invite  its  discussion.      For  the 
sake  of  fair  play  to  hon.   Members  from 
Ireland,  I  hope  hon.  Gentlemen   opposite 
will  support  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Donegal  if  the 
Government  do  not  accept  it,  and  thus 
allow  Irish  Members  the  benefit  of  having, 
as  it  were,  a  Report  stage  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs) :  I  hope  the  Government  will 
consent  to  make  this  recommittal  of  the 
Bill  one  of  a  general  character.  During 
the  discussion  of  this  measure  we  have 
seen  the   most    reasonable  Amendments 
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constantly    rejected.     Surely    it    i*    not  j 
right    to    lay    down   that  whatever  the  ( 
results  may  be  or  whatever  injustice  may  j 
follow,  a  measure  must  be  carried  verbatim  i 
et  literatim  in  the  particular  form  in  which  j 
it  is  presented  to  the  House.     What  is  the  \ 
House  of  Commons  for  if  it  is  not  to  be  ! 
allowed  to  make  even  the  smallest  and  ! 
most  reasonable  amendment  in  the  Bill  1  \ 
I    disagree    with    the    hon.    Gentleman  ■ 
opposite  who  has  stated  that  there  is  not  j 
enough   intelligence  on  this   side  of  the  J 
House  to  draw  up  such  an  Amendment  as  : 
may  be  necessary  to   improve  this  Bill.  \ 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  it  is  not  a  : 
want  of  intelligence  on  this  side  of  the  i 
House,  but  the  difficulty   is  a   want  of  ! 
scruple  on  the  other  3i'de  of  the  House.  I 
Unfortunately,  this  is  the  case  also  with  j 
another  Bill.     It  was  only  the  other  day  ! 
that   a   Minister   said    upstairs   that    an : 
Amendment    should      not    be     allowed ; 
because,      if      it      were     accepted,     the  i 
Report     stage     would       follow.       Ever : 
since  the   commencement  of  this  Parlia-  i 
ment  the  Government  have  tried  to  pre-  j 
vent  Bills  being  altered  in  order  to  save  j 
the   Report    stage.       I   trust    that    the  ' 
Government,   from   a  sense  of   ordinary 
justice   and   fair    play,    will   allow  Irish 
Members  to  discuss  the  rest  of  the  Bill  in 
the  light  of   this  clause,  for  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  re-commit  the  Bill.      It 
appeal's  to  me  that  we  are  entering  upon 
courses  that  are  dangerous  and  which  are 
verging    upon   being   of    an    unconstitu- 
tional character.     Of  course,  the  Govern- 
ment have  acted  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  House  in  what  they  have  done,  but 
it   is  for  them   to   consider   and   decide 
whether,  in  keeping  themselves  strictly  in 
order,  they   have   not   transgressed    the 
rules  of  fairness  which  ought  to  govern 
every  Administration. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  have  to 
thank  the  hon.  Member  opposite  for  the 
support  he  has  given  us  upon  this  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  has 
reproached  us  in  regard  to  our  incapacity 
to  persuade  hon.  Members  opposite  to 
support  our  Amendments,  but  how  is  that 
possible  when  hon.  Members  opposite 
were  absent  during  the  discussions,  and 
only  appearod  when  the  division  bell 
rang  ?  I  never  met  with  a  debater  in 
Committee  who  was  able  to  persuade  hon. 
Members  to  forsake  the  smoke  room,  the 
tea  room,  or  the  terrace  by  the  reason- 
ableness of  his  Amendment,  and  we  never 
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had  any  large   body   of  hon. 
opposite  listening  to  us  when  the 
discussed,  except  on  the  last  night 
the     rule     was     suspended.    On 
occasions  I  counted  tlie  number  of 
bers    present    on    the    benches 
during  the  discussions,  and  they  _ 
numbered  about   six.     You  cannot 
suadc  the  party     opposite     as    to 
reasonableness  of  any  Amendments  via] 
there  are  only  six   of  them  present  k 
has     been     said     that     we   have  hadt' 
good     many    cases   during   the 
stration  of  the  present  Government  i 
Bills    being    forced     through  the  Com- 
mittee verbatim  et  literatim  for  the  pnrpoi 
of  avoiding  the  Report  stage.    In  the  cm 
of  this  Bill  a  totally  new  practice  has  beta 
instituted.     In  all  previous  cases,  as  far 
as  my  memory  carries   me,  when  iB 
was  forced  through  the  Committee  wMk- 
out  the  alteration  of  a  word  or  a  coon, 
it  was  forced  through  on  the  ground  that 
the  Minister  in  charge  maintained  that  at 
reasonable  Amendment  had  been  proposed 
by      the     Opposition.      That     was   tat 
only  ground  which  could  be  put  forward, 
What  is  the  present  case  ?     That  is  not 
the  ground  in  the  present    instance,  bo- 
cause    on  the  very  first    night   of  oar 
debate  the  Government  admitted  that  a 
reasonable    Amendment    had    been  pro- 
posed, and  they  promised  to  bring  up  ft 
new  clause  during  the  Committee  stage 
of   the   Bill.     Although  at  a  later  date 
they  refused  all  our  Amendments,  they 
admitted  that  upon  this  particular  occa- 
sion the  point  raised  was  worthy  of  their 
consideration,   and  would  be  dealt  with 
during  the  Report  stage.     But  what  have 
the   Government  done    now  ?      In  this 
respect  they  have  started  an  absolutely 
new  practice  in  this  House.     Having  pro- 
mised to  meet  these  difficulties,  when  tney 
saw  themselves  in  sight  of  the  promised 
land  of  no  Report  stage,  they  immediately 
withdrew  their  promises,  and  they  sought 
by  a  dodge  or  a  piece  of  strategy  to  sweep 
away  and  abolish  the  Report  stage,  be- 
cause they  saw  that  these  Amendments 
could  be  put  in  by  a  recommittal  of  the 
Bill.     I   say   that   is  an    absolutely   un- 
heard-of   practice.     Hitherto,  when   the 
Government  have  admitted  the  necessity 
of  an  Amendment,  they  have  been  bound 
to  deal  with  it  in  Committee  or  upon  Re- 
port stage.     This  practice  is  one  which 
may   have   very  extraordinary   develop- 
ments.     What    is   there    to    prevent    a 
Radical    Government    doing    the 
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j!      What    is  there  to    prevent   a 
arnment  admitting  that  five,  six,  or 
Amendments  may  be  necessary  in 
ittee,  and  saying  they  will  consider 
on    the    Report  stage,   and    then 
the    Bill    through    without    an 
iment,  and  thus  escaping  the  Re- 
stage  by  proposing  a  recommittal  of 
Bill  1    This  is  a  deliberate  attempt,  for 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  House 
Commons,  to   cheat   hon.   Members, 
Kuse  we  are  a  small  minority,  out  of 
rights  which   the  Standing  Orders 
this  House  have  given  to  us.     That 
a.  serious  charge  to  make,  but  it  is 
r^jfr    perfectly   true    charge,    and    if    this 
4|*mctice  is  persisted  in  it  may  be  the 
^Mferting    point    of    an    absolutely    new 
flgpractice.      We    have    lost   one   or    two 
Stages  of  Bills  already.     The  First  Read- 
■Jfalg    of  a  Bill  is    always    taken    under 
rjtibe  ten  minutes  rule,  and  we  are  now 
^threatened      with     a     total      abolition 
the  Report  stage.     If  the  present  pro- 
lure    is    tolerated    we    shall  soon  be 
*~within  measurable  distance  of  a  condition 
^of  things  when   there  will  only  be  the 
r.  .Second  Reading  and  Committee  stages  of 
*  aBill,  with  the  possibility  of  a  recommittal. 
%  I    am    surprised     to     see    Conservative 
:;■    Members  and  a  Conservative  Government 
cb  taking  such  an  active  part  in  this  mode 
r:    of  procedure.     It  has  been  said  that  a 
1    time  may  come  when  you  will  do  what 
you  accused  the  Volksraad  of  doing — 
namely,  the  flinging  down  of  a  Bill  upon 
the  Table  of  the   House  and  passing  a 
resolution,  and  then  claiming  that  that 
resolution  has  the  power  of  law.     I  shall 
not  be  surprised  if  I  live  to  see  the  day 
when  the  Government  will  walk  down  to 
this  House,  place  a  Bill  on  the  Table,  and 
move  "  That  this  Bill  be  now  made  the 
law  of  the  land."   I  think  it  is  quite  time 
that  hon.  Members  of  this  House  realised 
the  position  into  which  they  are  drifting. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  in  order  now  to 
deal  with  the  nature  of  the  recommittal, 
or  discuss  the  question  as   to  whether 
there  ought  to  be  a  complete  recommittal 
of  the  Bill.     The  Government  motion  is 
a  curious  one,  and  it  reads  as  follows — 

"  To  commit  the  Bill  in  respect  of  a  new 
clause,  and  an  Amendment  to  the  schedule." 

I  think  that  motion  is  slovenly  drafted, 
because  we  do  not  know  what  the  Amend- 
ment is.  I  should  like  to  know,  when  a 
Bill  is  recommitted  in  respect  of  an 
Amendment,  are  we  entitled  to  move  any 
other  Amendment?  Is  the  Bill  recommitted 
entirely,  or  are  we  confined  to  the 
VOL.LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Amendment    which  actually  stands  on 
the  Paper  V 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Discussion  is  confined 
to  the  clause  standing  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  DILLON :  What  I  am  not  clear 
about  is  whether  after  the  Bill  is  recom- 
mitted we  shall  be  empowered  to  move 
any  other  Amendment.  Supposing  we 
were  to  recommit  the  Bill  in  respect  to  a 
particular  clause,  would  it  be  open  to  us 
to  move  any  Amendment  to  that  clause  ? 
When  we  recommit  this  Bill  in  respect 
to  a  particular  Amendment  have  we  the 
right  to  amend  that  Amendment  ?  What 
I  have  to  say  in  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  Government  proposal  will,  of  course,, 
more  fittingly  come  when  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  is  made.  I  have  only 
this  further  remark  to  make,  and  it  is 
that  I  distinctly  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  promise  that  this  matter 
would  be  considered  and  dealt  with  on 
the  Report  stage,  and  as  regards  the 
words  of  the  Chief  Secretary  there  is  no- 
mistake  about  them,  for  he  distinctly 
promised  that  the  new  clause  would  be 
dealt  with  in  Committee  at  the  end  of 
the  Bill. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  that  the  question  referred 
to  was  the  repealing  of  a  certain  clause 
under  the  Act  of  1872,  and  what  was- 
promised  was  that  if  it  was  not  already 
repealed  a  proposal  to  that  effect  would 
be  made  by  the  Government.  Upon  look- 
ing carefully  into  the  matter  he  found  that 
Clause  32  was  repealed,  and  there  was  no- 
necessity  to  introduce  another  clause. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  what  the 
Government  had  done  on  the  present  occa- 
sion had  never  been  done  in  the  House  of 
Commons  before,  and  upon  that  ground 
he  strongly  supported  the  Amendment  of 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Donegal.  He  hoped  they  would  obtain 
the  support  of  all  hon.  Members  opposite 
who  aid  not  wish  to  see  the  procedure 
upon  Bills  in  the  House  deprived  of 
certain  safeguards. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  may  say  that  my  own  personal 
view  is  that  I  do  not  like  the  practice  of 
passing  Bills  through  Grand  Committee 
and  then  simply  asking  the  House  to  pass 
the  Third  Reading,  when  the  House  as  e* 
whole  has  had  no  oppoitavotoj  ol  &ov&%. 
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more  than  give  its  general  assent.  But 
it  cannot  be  urged  in  the  case  of  this  Bill 
that  the  House  has  had  no  opportunity 
of  discussing  its  details.  For  four  nights 
we  have  listened  to  the  same  old  argu- 
ments, dressed  up  in  the  same  old  words, 
upon  the  details  of  the  Bill,  forming  the 
most  striking  example  of  Parliamentary 
endurance  that  my  recollection  of  House 
of  Commons  procedure  furnishes.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  have  thought  fit 
to  attack  the  Government  for  what 
they  choose  to  regard  as  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  breach  of  faith,  or  a  violation 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House.  One 
would  suppose  that  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site were  an  oppressed  minority,  struggl- 
ing against  an  unscrupulous  and  tyran- 
nical Government ;  but  the  circumstances 
are  exactly  reversed.  All  the  patience 
has  been  on  our  side,  and  all  the  wrong 
has  been  suffered  by  us.  1  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  any  recriminations.  I  have 
had  countless  bargains  across  the  floor  of 
the  House  with  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
when  I  was  in  much  more  acute  political 
antagonism  with  them  than  I  now  am, 
and  1  have  never  had  reason  for  complaint 
until  the  other  night.  1  am  perfectly 
certain  hon.  Gentlemen  do  not  think  they 
have  agreed  to  and  broken  any  bargain, 
or  that  they  have  any  suspicion  of  an 
arrangement  with  the  Government  re- 
garding the  conduct  of  the  Committee  on 
this  Bill ;  but  the  impression  left  on  my 
mind  is  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Louth  made  a  proposal  which 
is  now  substantially  embodied  in  the 
clause  on  the  Paper,  and  suggested  that, 
in  consideration  of  the  Government 
adopting  his  view,  the  proceedings  on  the 
Bill  would  be  shortened,  and  he  went  so 
far  as  to  suggest  that  they  might  even 
finish  that  night,  and  that  the  proposal 
of  the  Chief  Secretay  might  bo  discussed 
on  the  Thursday.  But  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  then  said,  as  was  quite 
true,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Louth  had  no  right  to  bind  the 
whole  of  the  party.  I  then  quite  recog- 
nised that  a  too  rigid  interpretation  ought 
not  to  be  put  on  the  suggestion  of  the 


hon.  and    learned    Member   for  Xai| 
Louth,  and  that  the  debate  might  go 
on  the  Wednesday,  and  that  we  woaHl 
able  to  bring  up  the  new  clause  at  & 
venient  hour  on  Thursday.     As  (ami] 
know,  nothing  more  was  said,  and  the  n*Hl 
was  left  there.     I  do  not  wish  to  usetkl 
word  "  obstruction  "  at  all,  nor  to  fan 
any  controversy    with     hon.   Gentkw 
opposite,    but    the     very     moment  tfa 
arrangement  or  the  supposed  arrangem* 
was  concluded  they  began  to  discos  At] 
Bill  with  an  assiduity,  a  perseverance  oi 
a  power  even  of  repetition  which  curiri 
the  discussion  of  the  Bill  not  only  <w 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  and  Thundw; 
but  until  about  half-past  two  o'clock  • 
the  Monday  night.     Thus,  in  making  ov 
concession  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mo- 
ber  for  North   Louth    the    Go  veronal 
have  got  no  consideration.     We  had  w 
desire  to  sec  this  Amendment  introduced 
We  offered  it  for  value,  and  we  never  got 
the  value.   Therefore,  if  there  is  any  cot 
plaint,  and  I  am  very  far  from  making 
any  complaint,  it  is  on   the  side  of  tk 
Government,  and  not  on  the  side  of  hon. 
Members  opposite. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.)  :  We  ha* 
just  listened  to  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary speeches  which  the  House  has 
heard  during  this  session.  The  right  boo. 
Gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  criticise  the 
speeches  of  the  Irish  Members  on  this 
very  important  Bill,  and  to  say  that  they 
were  repetitions.  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  more  honourable  course  for  the 
Government  to  adopt  would  be,  as  preli- 
minary to  the  dissolution,  to  make  it 
known  to  all  concerned  that  the  Tory 
Government — the  strongest  and  most 
intelligent  ever  seen  in  this  House — were 
granting  relief  to  the  Irish  landlords 
That  would  be  making  a  clean  breast  of 
it.  I  must  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  the  Government  have  endeavoured 
to  avoid  discussion  on  the  Report  stage 
of  this  Bill.  ^ 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  -.—Ayes,  116;  Noes, 
81.     (Division  List  No.  220.) 
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Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,Kt.Hon.A.J.(Maneh'r 
Balfour,IUHnGerald\V  ( Leeds 
Barrv,Kt.Hn.A.H.S.-iHunts.) 
.Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,'Rt.  H  n.  SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Blakis  ton- Houston,  John 
Ilrodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


AYES. 

Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
(.'arson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.(  Derhy*hir>» 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich 
Chamberlain,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  (Binn. 
Chaml>erlaiii,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.)    \ 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry         ! 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  LeAgU 


Col  lings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colonih,  Sir  J.  Charles  Heady 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corl>ett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Coniwallis.FiermesStanlevW. 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount 
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tin,  Richard  Sim 
jlaa,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
3,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
wes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
ty,  Sir  Robert  B&nnatyne 
ink,  Joseph  Thomas 
>r,  William  Hayes 
er,  Ernest 

ir,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
on,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
sworthy,  Major-General 
on,  Hon.  John  Edward 
b,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Q,\ValfordD(Wednesbury 
ne,H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
ilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
jury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Wm. 
ett,  Sir  James  Horner 
ierson,  Alexander 
ion-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
iby,  Sir  William  Henry 
iton,  R.  P. 
ard,  Joseph 

on,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
eys,  Arthur  Frederick 
,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
ence,  SirEDurning-(Corn 
ion,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
liton,  Stanley 
elyn,  SirDillwyn-(Swans. 


Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburch,W. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  Arthur  H .  A.  (Deptf  ord 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  lion.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
Percy,  Earl 

P  hill  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R.  (Lanes.  New  ton) 
PlatD-Higgins,  Frederick 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pyra,  C.  Guy 

Kiasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 


Jiam.Wm.  (Cork,N.E.) 

i,  William  (Gateshead) 

rose,  Robert 

in,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

>w,  John  Emmott 

ey,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

3n,  Alfred 

U,  Augustine 

e,  Edward 

£,  John 

d hurst,  Henry 

s,  John 

,  Thomas 

well,  James 

ey,  Frederick 

ning,  Francis  Allston 

lie,  John 

nins,  Andrew 

n,  Eugene 

?,  Daniel 

in,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

in,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

lei,  James  Henry 

3,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

n,  John 

an,  P.  C. 

:  worth,  James 

tott,  Alfred 

ain  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

11  re-committed  in  respect  of  the  New 
se  (Exclusion  of  certain  annuities  and 
charges),  and  the  Amendment  to  the 
dule. 

11  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith,  in  the  Chair.] 


NOES. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Harwood,  George 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  David  Brynmor  ( S  wans'a 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvons.) 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sh  Wilfrid  (CumbTnd 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnellDrMA(Queen'sC. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Connor,James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
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Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Saunderson,RtHn.  Col.  Edw.  J. 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  JamesPar  ker(  Lanar  ks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,HonArthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Vincent,  Sir  E.  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,Lt-Col  A.  C.  E(Taunton 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R(Bath) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


0' Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  William      . 
Pickerstfill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell(Notts. 
Wilson,  Henry J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middle8bro,) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the   Noes- 
.  Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


A  Clause — 

"  (1)  Section  one  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply 
to  any  annual  sum  charged  upon  land  the  fee 
simple  of  which  lias  after  the  creation  of  such 
charge  and  before  the  thirteenth  day  of  April 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six 
been  conveyed  to  a  purchaser  on  a  sale. 

"  (2)  Sections  three  and  four  of  this  Act 
shall  not  apply  to  any  tithe  rent-charge  pay- 
able to  the  Land  Commission  out  of  heredita- 
ments the  fee  simple  of  whi&h  l\a&  titot  W\fc 
tenth  day  of  August  onfc  \to\xsKi&  *&^& 
hundred   and  seventy  -  two  axA  \fe\st*  \ta» 
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twelfth  day  of  May  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  been  conveyed  to  a 
purchaser  on  a  sale. 

"  (3)  For  the  purpose  of  showing  that  this 
section  does  not  apply  a  statutory  declaration 
or  such  other  evidence  as  the  Land  Commis- 
sion may  require  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence. 

"(4)  This  section  shall  not  extend  to  a 
mortgage  or  a  marriage  or  other  family  settle- 
ment or  arrangement." — {Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four.) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  May  I  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  explain  what  is  meant  by 
this  clause  1 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  principle  of  the  clause  is 
that  purchasers  purchasing  after  certain 
dates  may  be  supposed  to  have  purchased 
with  notice  of  change,  and  consequently  j 
they  should  not  be  entitled  to  benefit 
under  the  Bill.  There  are  really  three 
parties  to  be  considered  :  the  vendor,  the 
purchaser  of  the  estate,  and  the  Church 
Fund.  Strictly  speaking,  it  is  to  the 
vendor  that  the  benefit  should  go,  but 
that  is  not  possible,  and  it  remains,  there- 
fore, to  decide  whether  the  Church  Fund 
or  the  purchaser  shall  have  the  benefit. 
The  clause  provides  that  the  benefit  shall 
be  given  to  the  Church  Fund  rather  than 
to  the  purchaser.  The  date  mentioned 
in  the  first  sub-section  is  the  date  on 
which  the  Land  Bill  of  1896  was  intro- 
duced, when  notice  was  given  to  all  and 
sundry  that  the  Government  proposed 
to  reduce  the  annuities  to  bo  dis- 
charged by  the  Land  Commission 
from  fifty  -  two  years  to  forty  -  five. 
The  second  date  mentioned  in  the  second 
sub-section  is  the  date  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Tithe  Rent  Bill  last  year,  which 
might  be  taken  as  notice  to  purchasers 
that  the  change  we  are  now  making  by 
this  Bill  would  be  introduced.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  bo  said  for  the 
proposal  of  the  Member  for  North  Louth, 
and  I  recognised  that  when  I  undertook  to 
put  down  this  Amendment;  but  I  think  it 
is  rather  doubtful  if  the  additional  gain 
to  the  Church  Fund  will  be  balanced  by 
the  introduction  of  a  complicating 
provision. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seems  to  be  awaking  for  the  first  time 
to  the  fact  that  the  complications  of  this 
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Bill  are  a  matter  of  some  concern.  Tal 
Bill  is  complicated  from  beginning  to  oil 
The  proper  way  to  have  dealt  witk  tk| 
subject  would  have  been  by  a  Bill  of  < 
short  simple  clause  making  a  charge  a  | 
the  Church  Fund  of  a  million  and  aUI 
of  money  to  be  expended  among  tkl 
Irish  landlords.  That  would  carry  as  | 
the  proposal  in  the  present  Bui  wi " 
any  complications,  and  that  has  been  tk  I 
practice  adopted  with  reference  to  otto 
charges  on  the  Fund,  such  as  the  chirp 
for  Intermediate  Education  and  the  Co*  | 
gested  Districts  Board. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  is  now  discussing  the  whole  BilL 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  am  not  discuasng 
the  whole  Bill.  I  am  merely  referriig 
to  the  complaint  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  a  fresh  complication  has  been  intro- 
duced. It  is  equivalent  to  suggesting 
that  by  throwing  a  bucket  of  water  into 
the  sea  there  is  danger  of  creating  a  flooi 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  reverting  to  a  discussion  of  the  fill, 
which  he  says  is  complicated.  He  mot 
confine  himself  to  the  one  clause  before 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  have  no  desire  to 
enter  on  a  discussion  of  the  whole  Bill  at 
all.  I  was  pointing  out,  in  reply  to  an 
argument  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself,  that  really  an  additional 
complication  is  of  no  matter.  May  I  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
has  passed  over  altogether  Sub-section  4* 
which  I  confess  I  am  absolutely  unable 
to  understand.  It  says  :  "  This  section 
shall  not  extend  to  a  mortgage  or  a 
marriage  " 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUK:  "Or  other 
family  settlement  or  arrangement." 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  am  still  in  doubt  as  to 
its  purport.  What  has  a  mortgage  got 
to  do  with  a  tithe  rent-charge  f  Tne 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  laughs 
scornfully,  but  I  am  only  an  ignorant 
layman  and  really  I  cannot  understand 
the  meaning  of  this  sub-section.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  Gentlemen  learned  in  the 
law  to  sneer,  but  any  ordinary  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  is  perfectly  en- 
titled to  the  explanation  I  now  ask  for. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  sub-section 
provides  for  the  exclusion  of  a  mortgage 
or  a  marriage  or  other  family  settlement 
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%om  this  section.  It  would  be  ridiculous 
^■because  a  mortgage  was  made  in  1872 
'  <tliat  the  owner  of  the  land  should  be  pre- 
f^ronted  from  having  his  tithe  fixed  now,  or 
gihat  the  existence  of  a  family  settlement 
Nihould  have  a  similar  result. 

^  ,*Sm  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
£#ftid  he  only  rose  to  ask  a  question,  but 
fct'fts  the  Ministerial  Bench  was  empty  he 
j.!  did  not  see  the  use  of  putting  his  question 
■  *,  *t  that  time,  and  would  therefore  defer  it. 

1        Mr.  FLYNN  said  that  as  he  under- 
stood the  clause  it  would  not  apply  to  the 

t  annuities  and  tithe  rent  charges  before 
1896.  It  applied  to  the  annuities  and 
tithe  rent-charges  created  after  the  13th 
April,  1896.  The  exclusion  could  not 
apply  to  those  who  purchased  under  the 
♦  Land  Purchase  Act,  because  the  Act  of 
1886  made  their  position  clear,  but 
it  did  apply  to  a  section  of  purchasers 
to  whom  attention  had  been  drawn 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Bill — 
namely,  those  persons  who  purchased  the 
holdings  over  the  heads  of  the  tenants 
who  were  seeking  to  purchase  under  the 
40th  section  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act. 
They  got  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of 
the  tithe  rent-charge,  as  also  did  insur- 
ance companies  who  foreclosed  upon  the 
estate  of  a  tenant  proprietor  who  got  into 
difficulties  and  became  the  owners  of  it. 
Those  surely  should  be  excluded.  There 
was  another  class  of  purchaser  who  ought 
also  to  be  excluded.  Cases  like  that  of 
Lord  Ardilaun,  for  instance,  who  would 
g;et  all  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of  the 
tithe  rent-charge,  because  he  purchased 
his  estate  after  the  date  mentioned  in  the 
section.  But  the  estate  was  purchased 
subject  to  the  tithe  rent-charge,  and  with 
the  full  knowledge  that  that  charge  was 
a  certain  sum,  and  the  owner  never  sup 
posed  there  would  be  another  large 
reduction  of  the  tithe  rent-charge.  Yet 
it  was  intended  to  give  this  wealthy 
family — who  purchased  the  property  to 
obtain  a  status  in  the  country,  more  than 
Anything  else — the  full  benefits  of  the  re- 
duction, or,  in  other  words,  to  present 
them,  out  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  with 
seven  years  tithe  rent-charge.  Was  it 
reasonable  that  Lord  Ardilaun  should  get 
the  benefit  of  an  Act  which,  whether  it 
was  good  or  bad,  was  certainly  never 
intended  to  relieve  people  of  that  class  1 
The  tenant  purchasers  could  not  be  inter- 
fered with,  they  were  not  damnified  in 
any  way,  but  there  were  many  estates  to 
which  it  was  thought  and    hoped   the ! 


j  40th  section  would  apply  to  which 
it  had  not  applied,  and  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate tenants  had  been  chivied 
from  one  place  to  another.      There  were 

I  some  cases  where  the  offer  of  the 
tenant  had  not  been  considered  enough, 
and  another  person,  having  the  knowledge 
of  the  amount  the  tenant  had  offered,  was 

I  allowed  to  purchase  the  property  over  his 
head,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  what  the 
tithe-rent  charge  was,  and  he  also  got  the 
benefit  of  this  Act. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Mr.  Flavin, 
Kerry,  N.).  House  counted,  and,  forty 
Members  being  found  present — 

Mr.  FLYNN  said  he  was  convinced 
that  the  clause  did  not  meet  the  views 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth, 
who  had  taken  objection  on  the  last  occa- 
sion, and  therefore  he  begged  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  pointed  out  that 
before  the  Amendment  could  be  moved 
the  clause  must  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  FLYNN  said  that  large  land- 
owiers  were  certainly  not  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  Act  which  had  been  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  assisting  poor 
landlords,  and  under  the  circumstances  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  pass  the 
clause. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  said  that  he  would 
now  take  the  opportunity  of  putting  a 
question  to  which  he  had  referred  earlier 
in  the  evening.  The  tenants  who  had  pur- 
chased under  the  Ashbourne  Act,  and 
were  paying  the  tithe  rent-charge,  would 
by  the  operation  of  this  Bill  be  excluded 
from  any  benefit  they  would  otherwise 
obtain  if  the  clause  passed,  and  if  that 
was  so  they  would  not  feel  any  obligation 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  through 
whose  attitude  the  clause  was  initiated. 
I  If  the  clause  was  going  to  operate  in  that 
way  he  asked  that  it  might  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  said  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  any 
tenant  purchaser  who  had  purchased  under 
the  40th  Clause  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Act,  and  at  the  same  time  had  not 
redeemed  the  tithe,  would  lose  all 
benefit  under  the  Bill.  He  did  not  know 
there  were  many  of  those  cases,  although 
undoubtedly  there  were  some.  The 
general  practice  \ia&  \to«a  to  Ts&srao!L>8fcfc 
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tithe  at  the  time  of  purchase.  He  had 
no  desire  to  press  the  clause,  which  he 
had  only  brought  forward  because  he 
had  given  an  undertaking  to  do  so.  If 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  benefit  in  it  he  should 
certainly  not  press  it. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  thought  the 
clause  was  a  good  one  in  principle, 
although,  when  it  had  been  road  a  second 
time,  there  were  one  or  two  Amendments 
to  which  he  should  call  attention.  He 
believed  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
disappointment  in  Ireland  if  the  clause 
were  to  be  withdrawn,  and  although  it 
wss  not  so  perfect  as  he  would  have  liked 
to  have  seen  it  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  ; 
Gentleman  would  proceed  to  the  Second  ; 
Reading  of  the  clause.  \ 

Mr.  G.  AV.  BALFOUR  said  there  was  j 
no  use  in  proceeding  with  the  Second  j 
Reading  of  the  clause  after  the  expression  j 
of  opinion  opposite.  ! 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  said  as  he  \ 
understood  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gen- 1 
tleman  below  the  gangway,  he  had  no  i 
desire  to  withdraw  the  clause  altogether,  j 

Mr.  FLYNN  disclaimed  any  intention  ' 
to  object  to  the  clause.  All  ho  was ! 
doing  was  pointing  out  a  few  of  its ! 
defects. 

Mr.     HERBERT      LEWIS    was    of : 
opinion  that  this  was  not  a  question  for 
Irish  Members  alone.     The  clause  as  it 
stood  increased  the  security  of  the  British 
taxpayer.     Though  lie  should  support  the  ■ 
clause  as  it  stood,  he  should  also  support 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Cork,  for  the  reason  that  ho  failed  : 
to  understand  why  those  who  purchased  ' 
a  month  or  two  ago  should  be  placed  in  a 
bettor  position  than  those  who  purchased 
in   earlier  years.     Ho   thought  that  the  ; 
clause  might  be  accepted  by  everybody,  ! 
but  at  the  same  time  hon.  Members  had  ! 
a   right  to  endeavour    to    amend  what  [ 
appeared  to  be  a  very  great  blot  upon  it.  i 
"Why  should  those  who  purchased  within  : 
the  last  few  months  be  placed  in  a  better  , 
position  than  those  who  purchased  ten  or  • 
fifteen  years    ago  ?       The  dividing  line  - 
ought  to  be  the  date  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  POWER  (Watorford,  E.),  who  was  , 
indistinctly  heard,  said  very  few  of  those  ; 
who  purchased  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill    would  bo   affected,   for  the  reason 

Mr.  G.  IV.  Balfour. 


that  it  was  the  invariable  practice  of  tkl 
Land  Commission  to  take  twenty  jm%\ 
purchase  for  the  tithes,  and  it  was  ody  I 
in  very  few  cases   that  the  tenant  pre- 1 
prietors  were  liable    for  the  tithe  ras-l 
charge.      With   regard    to  the  Amesi 
ments  which  had  been  made,  they  wot 
naturally  anxious   to  preserve  the  foal 
from  being  frittered  away  for  poxpon  ] 
for  which  it  was  not  intended. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  said  he  ki 
given  notice  of  an  Amendment  wbiek 
was  not  on  the  Paper.  His  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend  would  recollect  thu 
the  Tithe  Rent-charge  Act  applied  not 
only  to  fee  simple  land  but  also  to  whit 
was  described  in  the  Tithe  Rent-cbaree 
Act  as  equivalent  estates  in  land.  The 
clause  in  this  Bill  as  it  now  stood  would 
only  apply  to  fee  simple  land,  and  the 
object  of  his  Amendment  was  to  make  it 
apply  also  to  equivalent  estates. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  which,'  to  insert 
the  words  '  or  any  estate  equivalent  to  a  per- 
petual estate  or  i  interest  within  th«  meaning 
of  1  and  2  Vic,  c.  109. '  "—(Scrjt.  HimphUl.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  wwdi 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  ho  did  not  see 
any  objection  to  his  lion,  friend's  Amend- 
ment, but  at  the  same  time  the  words  of 
the  Amendment  would  have  to  be 
altered. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  said  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  suggest  more 
appropriate  words  he  would  not  at  all 
object. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FLYNN,  in  moving  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name,  said  that  he 
thought  the  insertion  of  the  date  was  a 
matter  that  would  give  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  to  those  for  whom  they  were  not  in- 
tended. Those  who  purchased  after  13th 
April,  1896,  would  get  the  benefit  of  the 
reduction  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  by- 
seven  years  instalments.  He  was 
anxious  to  get  to  the  Third  Heading 
of  the  Bill,  and  therefore  he  would  con* 
tent  himself  with  moving  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In   line   2,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
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;e '  to  the  word  '  been,'  in  line  4."— {Mr. 


^j.  Question  proposed,  "That   the  words 
^■oposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


**>  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR,  in  opposing  the 

Amendment,  stated  that  a  purchaser  of 

lT  frp  estate  must  be  assumed  to  have  had 

^^Jnll  notice  of  the  charges  upon  it.     In 

2^1896  the  principle  was  laid  down  that  the 

term  of  fifty-two  years  would  be  reduced 

mto  forty-five,  and    those  who  purchased 

±Mfttates  subsequently  expected  that  reduc- 

s  vtion.      That  was  a   consideration   which 

ae*  ought    to    be  taken  into    account.      It 

a*  appeared  to  him  that  all  the  arguments 

^stnat  might  be  urged  against  the  clause  as 

^  a  whole  might  also  be  urged  against  this 

m  limitation  of  the  clause. 

at 

i-J       Mr.  DILLON  said  the  position  taken 

-,  up  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  very 

singular.     He  said  that   on   the  Second 

Beading  of  the  Bill  in  1896  he  stated  in 

the  course  of  his  speech  that  it  was  the 

■  intention  of  the  Government  to  alter  the 

■  condition   with  regard  to    the   fifty-two 
*    annual  instalments,  and  to  knock  off  seven 

■  years,   and  that    therefore  a    purchaser 
t     coming  after  that  date  had  due  notice 

of  the  intention  of  the  Government. 
A  more  preposterous  objection  never 
was  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  would  illustrate  the 
absurdity  of  the  position.  Ho  held  in  his 
hand  the  famous  Treasury  Memorandum 
with  respect  to  tithe  rent-charge  in  Ire- 
land, which  was  issued  on  19th  August, 
1895,  and  signed  by  R.  W.  Hanbury,  the 
present  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  That 
was  far  more  important  than  the  speech 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in  that 
House.  The  Memorandum  pointed  out 
that  it  would  be  most  unjust  and  un 
reasonable  to  expect  that  the  fifty-two 
years  instalments  would  be  reduced.  'The 
thing  was  dealt  with  in  an  argumentative 
fashion,  and  the  Treasury  put  down  its 
foot  and  announced  in  a  solemn  form  in 
a  Memorandum  that  they  would  not 
reduce  the  fifty-two  years  instalments. 
The  Treasury  gave  reasons,  which  he  need 
not  again  read  out,  why  it  would  be  unjust 
and  inexpedient  to  consent  to  this  reduc- 
tion. The  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  this :  although  the  British 
Treasury  issued  this  solemn  Memorandum, 
the  speech  he  subsequently  made  threw 
overboard  the  Treasury,  and  an- 
nounced    that    the     then    Government 


had  the  intention  of  reducing  the 
instalments.  That  was  a  perfectly 
preposterous  contention,  and  he  could  not 
understand  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proposed  to  base  so  important  a  clause,  or 
provision  in  this  new  clause,  on  such  a 
flimsy  argument  as  that.  He  knew  him- 
self two  cases  that  would  be  affected  by 
this  clause,  and  there  might  be  others. 
There  had  not  been  many  sales  of  land  on 
a  large  scale  since  1896.  The  cases  he 
referred  to  were  connected  with  the 
estates  of  Lord  Ardilaun  and  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire.  This  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  the  effect  of 
exempting  Lord  Ardilaun  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  section — in  other  words,  of 
giving  Lord  Ardilaun  the  advantage  of 
the  clause.  That  was  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  to  do  for  Lord  Ardilaun,  but  it  said 
a  great  deal  for  the  Christian  charity  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Lord  Ardi- 
laun was  worth  a  million  and  a  half  of 
money. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  More  than 
that. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Say  a  couple  of 
millions.  He  purchased  a  large  estate  in 
Killarney,  but  the  extraordinary  thing 
was  that  he  also  purchased  the  Daily 
Express  with  part  of  his  money,  and  it 
was  pouring  out  on  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  most  vile  abuse.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  insisting  on  this  proviso 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Lord  .Ardilaun 
devoted  a  large  sum  of  money  to  opposing 
him.  He  (Mr.  Dillon)  trusted  that  his 
hon.  friend  would  persist  in  the  Amend- 
ment and  go  to  a  division  upon  it. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  said  that  this 
Amendment  was  really  important.  The 
Amendment  could  not  possibly  affect 
those  who  purchased  under  the  Act  of 
1896,  because  their  tithe  rent-charge  was 
fixed  under  that  Act.  Therefore,  the 
section  about  reducing  the  term  from 
fifty-two  years  to  forty-five  years  would 
not  apply  to  them,  because  they  were  not 
interested  in  annuities  terminable  at  the 
end  of  fifty-two  years.  If  they  looked  at 
the  Act  they  would  see  how  the  matter 
stood.  The  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1887, 
in  Section  15,  provided  that  the  Land 
Commission  might,  if  they  thought 
it  expedient,  order  the  redemption 
of  any  tithe  rent  -  charge  at  a 
price  to  be  fixed  by  the  Land  Commission, 
and  that  they  might  also  order  (Sub- 
section 3)  that  any  ausfo  Tsta^\]\wv  A 
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tithe  rent-charge  payable  to  the  Commis- 
sion should  be  made,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the 
Treasury.  The  Act  of  1896,  Section  37, 
provided  that  where  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, in  pursuance  of  Section  15  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1887,  ordered  the  redemption 
of  tithe  rent-charge  at  a  price  of  not  less 
than  twenty  times  the  amount  of  such 
tithe  rent-charge,  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury  should  not  be  required  for  such 
redemption.  The  -Act  further  provided 
that  the  foregoing  enactment  should  not 
apply  to  any  annual  sum  payable  under 
Section  32  of  the  Irish  Church  Act,  1869, 
and  as  amended  by  any  other  Act ;  but 
the  Land   Commission  might  order  the 


redemption  of  such  tithe  rent-chant  ^ 
a  sum  calculated   on  the    basil  or flj 
annual  sum,  being  for  the  term  oil 
five  instead  of  fifty-two  yean.    Thifti 
where,   he    apprehended,    the  forty! 
years  period  was  got.     Any  tenant  i 
bought  under  that  Act   had  the 
redeemed  on  these  terms  and  was  i 
only  to  the  annual    charge,  which i 
terminable  at  the  expiration  of  forty! 
years  and  not  fifty- two  years.   He  th 
that  completely  disposeed  of  any  i 
tion  there    could    be    to    this   Amat-1 
ment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayea,ltt;| 
Noes,  88.     (Division  List  No.  221.) 
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Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.  A(LancsS.  W. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
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Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  T  (Hawick  Burghs) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Williams,  John  Carvell(Notts. 
Wilson,Henry  J.(York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Mr,  FLYNN  moved  to  omit  the  words 

•  •■the  twelfth  day  of  May  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  ninety- nine  "  in  order 

-  to  insert  *•  the  passing  of  this  Act."     The 

■ 


section  was  to  apply  to  all  rent-charges 
created  since  a  certain  date  and  before 
the  12th  May,  1899,  The  reason  given 
for  selecting  the  latter  date  was  that  last 
year  the  Government  stated  their  inten- 
tion of  bringing  in  a  Tithes  Bill,  and 
therefore  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of 
the  tithe  rent-charge  should  be  given  to 
all  who  purchased  after  that  date.  The 
announcement  of  the  introduction  of  a 
Tithes  Bill  was  made  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, who  was  not  even  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet ;  and  surely  it  was  stretching  the 
doctrine  of  Ministerial  responsibility  much 
too  far  to  argue  that  that  was  a  sufficient 
reason  for  saying  that  those  who  pur- 
chased since  that  date  should  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  Act.  How  did  the  pur- 
chasers know  the  present  Government 
would  remain  in  power,  or  that,  after  their 
experience  in  regard  to  the  agricultural 
rates,  they  would  have  the  temerity  to  go 
on  with  such  a  measure  as  the  present, 
which  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
taking  money  from  a  public  fund  and 
handing  it  over  to  the  Irish  landlords  1 
The  Nationalist  Members  desired  to  limit 
the  harm  to  be  done  by  the  Bill  as  much 
as  possible,  and  to  give  the  benefits 
to  purchasers  since  May,  1899,  was  an 
altogether  unnecessary  extension  of  the 
provision.  The  only  argument  put 
forward  in  defence  of  the  proposal  was 
that  on  that  date  the  Chief  Secretary 
made  a  speech  in  reference  to  a  Bill  which 
was  not  proceeded  with     But  how  many 


people  read  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speeches  1  It  was  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  whole  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
read  the  speeches  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and,  while  the  Bill  bristled  with  absur- 
dities, this  topped  everything.  The 
Amendment  was  very  reasonable  and 
moderate,  and  should  commend  itself  to 
the  Committee,  even  if  it  did  not  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
'  before/  to  the  word  *  been/  in  line  9,  and  in- 
sert the  words  'the  passing  of  this  Act/ 
instead  thereof." — (Mr.  Flynn.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  said  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  clause  depended  entirely  on 
the  fact  that  on  a  certain  date  purchasers 
of  land  received  notice  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  make 
certain  changes  which  were  included  in 
this  Bill.  It  had  been  urged  that  he 
attached  undue  importance  to  his  speeches, 
but  when  he  made  the  announcement 
referred  to  he  was  expressing  not 
merely  his  own  view,  but  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  the  Cabinet  on  the  subject. 
Under  those  circumstances  it  was  absurd 
to  maintain  that  purchasers  of  land 
would  not  purchase  having  regard  to 
what  the  Government  intended  to  do  in 
respect  of  tithes. 

Mr.  DILLON  contended  that  the 
principle  laid  down  \>y  ttae  C>\i\fci  ^orcra- 
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tary,  that  the  announcement  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government  was  to  bo 
taken  as  governing  the  price  of  a  com- 
modity, was  one  entirely  unheard  of. 
To  say  that  if  a  Minister  made  an 
announcement  of  an  intention  of  the 
Government  that  was  absolute  proof  that 
that  intention  would  be  carried  out  was 
most  extraordinary.  The  fate  of  Govern- 
ments was  very  uncertain,  and  even  the 
present  Administration  with  its  great 
majority  had  broken  down  in  the  attempt 
to  carry  out  certain  intentions  they  had 
announced  with  much  more  solemnity 
than  was  ever  the  case  with  regard  to 
tithes.  Not  one  in  a  hundred  of  the 
English  Members  of  the  House  would 
ever  have  remembered  that  such  an  an- 
nouncement had  been  made.  In  regard 
to  the  Education  Bill  an  announcement 
was  made  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Government,  when  they  had  the  world 
before  them,  and  a  majority  of  150  be- 
hind them,  but  although  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Leader  of  the  House 
pledged  themselves  to  that  Bill  it  was 
never  canned  into  law.  It  was  now 
maintained  that  because  in  the  fifth  year 
of  the  existence  of  the  Government,  when 
they  were  beginning  to  become  decrepit 
with  age,  the  Chief  Secretary  announced 
that  a  certain  Bill  would  be  introduced, 
every  purchaser  of  land  in  Ireland  was 
solemnly  warned  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  and  increased  his  price.      A 


more  grotesque  or  flimsy  J&igamaK  1 
never  been  placed  before   the  Hmefl 
Commons  in  support  of  or  in< 
to  any  Amendment      He  wai  noti 
porting  this  proposal  because  it  mi 
1  directed    against  the  landlords. 
;  matter  of  fact,  it  would  hit  moretenutp 
j  prietors  than  landlords,  but  he  sup[ 
|  it  because  he  believed  it  was  fur  i 
;  reasonable.     The  right  hon. 
.  was  exhibiting    the  same  unr 
I  irrational,  and  cantankerous  spirit  t 
:  had  shown  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  debates.      On  a  previous 
it  was  said  there  had  been  an  hononnfel 
understanding  arrived  at  that  the  0»1 
mitteo  stage  should  be  obtained  on  a  »1 
tain  evening,  and  that  he  had  been  grikfl 
'■  of  a  breach  of  that  understanding.  Tk  I 
was  not  the  fact,  because  at  the  timekl 
pointed  out  th.it  the  hon.   and  leuwll 
Member  for  North   Louth  spoke  only  far] 
himself,  and  that  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Duty  I 
and  his  friends  were  concerned,  the  d*  1 
.  would  depend  a  great  deal  on  the  atttab  1 
taken  up  by  the  Government  in  regard* 
concessions.     No  concessions  were  mat, 
and  the  debates  were  therefore  prolongs! 
They  were  now  being  mot  in  exactly  tk 
same  spirit,  and  it  was  evident  that  w 
;  Amendment  whatever  coming   from  the 
Irish  benches  was  to  be  accepted. 
Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  140 
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Arrol,  Sir  William 
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Bill,  Charles 
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Italian],  Sir  Henrv 
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Charrington,  Sj»encer 
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Mr.  Dillon. 
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Leigliton,  Stanley 
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Manners,  Lord  Edwanl  W. 
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as  amended,  added. 

B  :  — 

nent  proposed — 

e  5,  line  8,  to  leave  ont  from 
i  line  to  end  of  schedule." — (Mr. 
bur. ) 

>MUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 

\y  it  was  proposed  to  leave  out 

Is.     He  wished  the  Committee 

and  that  this  appeal  which  it 

proposed     to     exclude    was 

the  same  in  substance  as  the 

Clause  -4.      He   put    it    to 
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Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild, Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.  ( Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saunderson,Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Side  bo  t  ham,  J.  W.  (Cheshhe) 
Sidebottom,  Williain(Derbys.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (La narks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D. (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,EdwardJas(Somerset) 
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Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Harwood,  George    " 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
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Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell.Dr.MA  (Q'n's  C.) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M' Arthur, William  (Cornwall) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mellor,  Rt.Hn.J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Fenlinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(  Carmarthen) 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O' Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
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Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Toralinson,  Wm.  Edw. Murray 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Welby,Lt.-Cl.  A.C.  E.  (Taun  t'n) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  J.  Powell- (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,J.W.  (Worcestersh.N. 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wy  vill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O' Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  William 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Drvburgh 
Redmond,  John  E.  (\Vaterford 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Shaw,  Cliarles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  ( Hawick,  B. ) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Thomas,  Abel  (Car  mar  then,E. ) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 
Wason,  Eugfne 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
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Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York.W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Tellers  for  the  Noes.— 

Captain  Donelan  and   Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien. 


the  Attorney  General  in  Committee 
whether  the  effect  of  Clause  4  was  not  to 
repeal  the  whole  of  Section  7,  except  in 
regard  to  the  definition  of  the  word 
"owner,"  which  it  was  necessary  tore- 
tain.  He  understood  the  Attorney 
General  to  accept  that  view  as  being 
correct.  If  that  was  so,  what  they  did 
in  the  schedule  was  exactly  what  he  sug- 
gested would  be  the  effect  of  the  original 
clause  in  the  Bill.  If  there  was  to  be  any 
choice  he  thought  the  words  of  the 
schedule  were  the  best. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  replied  that  this  was 
simply    a     couaequei\tia\     k\xv^xA\afc\v\» 
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rendered  necessary  by  the  introduction  of 
the  new  clause. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

♦Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.) :  The 
English  and  Scottish  Members  of  the 
House  have  been  content  for  the  most 
part  to  leave  the  discussion  of  the  details 
of  this  measure  to  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
come  from  the  other  side  of  St.  George's 
Channel ;  and  if  the  Bill  were  confined  in 
most  of  its  provisions  to  the  question  of 
lay  tithe,  mischievous  as  I  believe  them 
to  be  in  principle  and  indefensible  in 
method,  I  for  one  should  have  been 
satisfied  with  recording  a  silent  vote 
against  the  third  reading.  Lay  tithe 
always  has  been,  and  is  still,  a  variable 
quantity.  It  is  for  the  most  part,  at  any 
rate,  a  payment  made  by  one  set  of 
private  persons  to  another ;  and  any 
scheme  of  readjustment  is  a  matter  in 
which  the  taxpayers  of  Great  Britain 
have  very  little  direct  concern.  But 
when  we  come  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  which  deal  with  the  ecclesi- 
astical tithe  thev  present  a  totally 
different  aspect.  The  admitted  effect — 
and  I  take  my  stand  on  the  statements 
made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  himself — of 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  in  so  far  as 
ecclesiastical  tithe  is  concerned,  is  that 
they  will  involve  a  considerable  immediate 
and  a  much  larger  prospective  encroach- 
ment on  the  fund  of  the  Irish  Church ; 
a  fund  created  by  the  Legislature,  for 
the  administration  of  which  it  cannot 
divest  itself  of  responsibility,  which  was 
solemnly  dedicated  by  Parliament  to  the 
relief  of  unavoidable  calamity  and  suffer- 
ing in  Ireland,  and  which  is  at  this 
moment  the  only  security  for  very 
large  advances  made  at  the  risk  of  the 
Imperial  taxpayer  out  of  the  Imperial 
Exchequer.  I  am,  therefore,  under  no 
necessity  to  apologise — although  this 
seems  at  first  sight  a  purely  Irish  ques- 
tion— for  asking  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  few  moments  to  this  aspect 
of  the  Bill.  The  Irish  Church  Fund  will 
be  invaded,  and  will  be  curtailed  in  two 
distinct  ways  if  this  measure  passes  into 
law.     1  apologise  for  repeating  proposi- 

Mr.  Atkinson. 


tions  which  have  been  so  freqonty 
to  the  House  in  the  course  of  tods' 
In  the  first  place,  where  tithe  notch 
has  been  in  effect  redeemed,  (hell 
poses  to  reduce   the    number  of  j 
during    which    the     purchase 
has  to  run  from  fifty-two  to  foctf 
years,  or  in  other  words,  br 
like  one-seventh,  with  the 
consequence  that  after  a  certtin 
time  there  will  be  a  loss  to  the 
value  of  the  Church  Fund  a; 
\\  million.    This  fact  has  been 
by  the  Chief    Secretary  himself,  i 
was  the  term  of  fifty-two  yean,  forili 
it  is  now  proposed  to  substitute  forty! 
years  originally  fixed  \  It  was  fixedly 
Irish  Church  Act  of   1869,  and  wbsi 
proposal    was    made  by  Mr.  GUi 
that    the    Irish    tithe-payer — wbiek 
course,  means  practically  the  Irka 
lord — should  be  allowed  to  redesa 
perpetual  annual  charge  by  an  id 
spread  over  fifty-two  years,  it  was 
nantly  denounced,  and  by  no  om 
more    vehemence    than  by  the  ] 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  t 
it  imposed   an  undue  burden  up 
Irish    landlord,   but,    on    the    co 
because     it      involved      a      scat 
injustice       to       the        Irish       ( 
It     was     said     by      the      right 
Gentleman  that  it  was  a  unique  ec 
tion  of  sacrilege  and  bribery — sa 
becauso  it  proposed  to  divert  an  ec 
tical  fund  to  the  relief  of  the  Iria 
lords ;  bribery,  because    it   propo 
that  act  of  sacrilege  to  conciliate  a 
off  the  opposition  of  the  landlords 
disestablishment  of  the   Church. 
years  later,  in  1872,  when  there  hi 
the  amplest  opportunity  for  all 
concerned  to  consider  the  positic 
if  need  be,  revise  it,  the  arranger 
1869  with  regard  to  the  redemp 
tithe,  and  the  number  of  years  ovei 
the    annuity    was    to    be     spread 
deliberately     renewed     by     JParli 
And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  mop 
thirty  years,  when  the  land  has  cl 
hands  over  and  over  again,  when 
who  were  responsible  as  public  ti 
for   the   administration   of    the    ( 
Fund  had  the  best  right  to  believ 
they  had  a  permanent  basis  of  setth 
Parliament  is  asked  to  set  the  b 
aside.     And  upon  what  plea  1     Up 
most  unsubstantial    and  illusory 
have  ever  heard  advanced  in  a  e 
discussion — namely,  that    not    on] 
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-^»a  immediately  concerned,  the  land- 
_  »    on  the  one  side  and  the  representa- 
t  »     of  the  Church  on  the  other,  but  the 
Mutative  Government  of  the  day  and  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  were,  first  in 
&    and  ugain  in  1872,  the  victims  of  a 
1    blunder.      I  should  very  much 
"fto  know  what  would  have  been  said 
.stead  of  the  proposal  being  to  reduce 
term  of  fifty-two  years  to  forty-five 
■ft,    it   was,   in   consequence  of   some 
*ge  in  the   rate  of   interest  and  the 
e  of  money,  to  raise  the  term  from 
-two  years  to  fifty-nine  years.     Hon. 
*^nber3  opposite  would  have  come  down 
the  House    clothed    in    the  panoply 
landlord   logic,  and  declared  that  a 
*^Vre    iniquitous  interference    with    the 
Slits    of    property     and     sanctity    of 
^iritract     had     never    been     suggested, 
J*cl      the     very     foundations     of     the 
louse  would  have  been  rocked  by  the 
^tiorm  of  indignation  which  the  proposal 
^ould  have  aroused.     I  pass  from  that 
feature   in   this   measure   to  the   second 
l>raiich  t  that  is  the  proposal  for  dealing 
with  the  ecclesiastical  tithe  rent-charge. 
More  mischievous  in  principle,  and  cer- 
tainly not  less  injurious  in  the  result,  is 
this  second  proposal — the  project  to  make 
the  annual  payment  of  ecclesiastical  tithe 
;    vary    according  to  the  scale  of  judicial 
rents.     I  must  point  out  to  the  House 
the  fact  that  prior  to   1872  ecclesiastical 
tithe,    like    lay    tithe,    was    a    variable 


may  have  thought  it  was  an  enormous 
advantage  to  them  to  have  a  fixed  income 
which  they  could  forecast  five  or  six  years 
in  advance,  instead  of  an  income  which 
was  always  fluctuating  according  to  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  landlords  had  an  equally 
good  reason  for  entering  into  the  bar- 
for  the  prices  of  agricultural  pro- 
uce  had  been  rising,  and  continued 
to  rise  for  four  or  five  years  after 
1872,  and  there  was  every  reason  to 
expect  that  the  prices  would  go  on 
rising.  Therefore  a  fixed  charge 
on  the  land  would  be  more  favour- 
able to  them  than  a  varying  tithe. 
Whatever  were  the  reasons  which  in- 
fluenced the  minds  of  the  two  parties  to 
this  arrangement,  the  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  sanction  of  Parliament* 
and  it  has  lasted  for  thirty  years,  and  has- 
regulated  ever  since  the  transactions  of 
all  persons  interested  in  Irish  land.  Why 
is  it  to  be  ripped  up  1  What  is  the 
emergency  1  What  the  justification  for 
rescinding  after  an  iriterval  of  twenty- 
eight  years  a  solemn  statutory  compact  1 
The  Government  are  well  advised  in  not 
defending  the  proposal  on  the  ground  of 
the  fall  in  prices.  For  the  possible  rise 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  possible  fall  on 
the  other  of  agricultural  prices  are  the 
very  contingencies  to  guard  against  which 
this  statutory  arrangement  was  entered 
into.  Supposing,  instead  of  the  price 
quantity  ;  but  in  1872  ecclesiastical  tithe  I  of  wheat  and  oats,  which  are  the  two- 
was  by  the  deliberate  act  of  Parliament  j  staple     products     according      to     which 


transformed  into  a  fixed  annual  payment. 
Am  I  to  be  told  that  that  was  not  a  bar- 
gain 7  I  gather  from  some  statements 
which  fell  from  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
ho  is  prepared  to  dispute  that  proposi- 
tion on  the  extraordinary  and,  indeed, 
unintelligible  ground  that  there  was 
hardly  any  debate  on  the  Bill  of 
1872  during  its  pasage  through  Par- 
liament. I  say,  on  the  contrary, 
that  in  the  fact  that  this  proposal,  com- 
pletely transforming  the  character  of 
ecclesiastical  tithe,  passed  in  comparative 
silence  through  both  Houses,  you  have  the 
best  possible  evidence  that  the  two  parties 
concerned — the  trustees  of  the  Church 
Fund  on  the  one  hand  and  the  tithe- 
payers  on  the  other — had  by  negotiations 
come  to  an  agreement  which  they  pro- 
posed should  be  ratified  in  the  form  of  a 
solemn  statute.  And  there  was  good 
reason  why  both  sides  should  have  arrived 
at  such  an  arrangement.  On  the  one  side 
the  administrators  of  the  Church  Fund 


the  tithe  rent-charge  varied,  having 
fallen,  prices  had  continuously  risen 
and  the  Government  had  now  pro- 
posed to  tear  up  the  bargain  of  1*872 
on  the  ground  that  it  had  proved 
injurious  to  the  Irish  Church  Fund, 
what  would  have  been  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  landlords  !  In  truth  this  pro- 
posal to  relieve  the  Irish  tithe-payer  of 
the  sum  which  he  had  contracted  to  pay 
is  but  the  culmination  and  the  climax  of 
a  series  of  measures,  for  which  this  Parlia- 
ment is  responsible,  for  the  subvention  and 
relief  of  particular  classes  and  interests 
at  the  expense  of  the  community  at  large. 
The  series  began  in  1896,  when  the 
English  and  Scotch  landlords  were 
relieved  of  half  their  rates.  It  continued 
in  1897,  when  a  large  bounty  was  given 
to  denominational  schools  to  enable  them, 
to  compete  in  the  race  with  the  Board 
schools.  It  was  further  developed  in  1898 
when  the  Irish  landlords,  in  order  to  buy 
their  assent,  which*  \a  tvoV  toA&  Vwi  \ssr 
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nothing,  to  a  scheme  for  the  establishment 
of  locaTgoveniraent  in  Ireland,  which  Lord 
Salisbury  had  prophetically  denounced 
as  even  worse  than  Home  Rule,  were 
relieved  of  their  one-half  of  the  poor  rate. 
In  1899 — these  things  occur  under  the 
present  dispensation  with  the  monotonous 
regularity  of  the  seasons — there  was  the 
proposal  to  relieve  the  ecclesiastical  tithe 
receivers  in  England.  Now,  in  1900,  lest 
any  session  of  this  Parliament  should  be 
left  undistinguished  by  one  of  these  enter- 
prises in  which  a  particular  interest  is 
championed  by  the  Executive  Government 
and  by  the  Parliamentary  majority  of  the 
day  as  against  the  community  at .  large, 
we  have  the  proposal  to  relieve  the  Irish 
tithe-payer.  Yes,  but  this  Bill,  although  it 
has,  in  common  with  its  predecessors,  the 
common  characteristic  of  relieving  one 
class  at  the  expense  of  the  whole,  has  one 
development  on  which  I  must  con- 
gratulate the  Government — a  peculiar 
feature  of  its  own.  Hitherto  in  1896, 
1898,  and  1899,  when  you  have  been 
granting  these  doles  and  endowments  to 
particular  classes — listening  to  the  cries 
of  the  unfortunate  or  rather  satisfying 
the  clamours  of  the  importunate — you 
have,  in  relieving  your  privileged  class  of 
the  burden  which  it  previously  had  to 
bear,  made  good  to  the  fund  depleted  the 
loss  which  it  would  have  sustained.  You 
have  made  it  good  out  of  the  Imperial 
taxation  to  the  local  rates.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  suggest  that  the  deficiency 
that  is  going  to  be  created  in  the  Irish 
Church  Fund  by  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  should  be  met  by  Imperial  taxation. 
That  is  not  my  proposition.  I  denounce 
the  whole  thing  as  an  injustice,  and  as 
absolutely  unnecessary  and  inexcusable. 
But  the  fact  remains  that  this  is  the  first 
occasion  that  the  State  has  come  and  said 
as  between  two  persons,  the  one  of  whom 
was  a  debtor  and  the  other  a  creditor, 
the  one  bound  to  pay  to  the  other  by 
agreement  and  by  statute  in  perpetuity 
£100  a  year — has  come  and  said  to  the 
debtor,  "  How  much  owest  thou  ?  "  "A 
hundred  pounds."  "Write  down  £75." 
And  that  without  a  halfpcnm*  of  compen- 
sation, remember,  to  the  creditor,  whoso 
income  for  all  time  to  come  is  reduced  by 
25  per  cent.  At  any  rate,  that  proposal 
may  have,  and  I  think  ought  to  have,  one 
result — it  ought  to  clear  not  only  our 
minds  but  our  del  Kites  of  the  cant — for 
•cant  it  has  become — about  the  inviolate 
sacredness    of     property    and     contract. 

Mr.  Axqiiift. 


I  venture  to  warn  hon.  Gentlemen^ 
sit    on    that    side    of   the  Hoqk,| 
who  are  going    to   vote  for  the ! 
Reading   of    this    Bill,    that  they  i 
estopped  by  the    Vote    that  the?  i 
going  to  give  to-night  from  ererj 
ing  again  on    the  ground  of  _ 
against  any  invasion  on  the  put  of  1 
Legislature  of  proprietary  rights.  ~ 
not  know  myself  any  clearer  cue  of  i 
the  Romans  used   to    call    wm 
in  the  whole  history  of  confiscation.  I 
has  that  come  about  1     One  of  my  1 
friends,  I  think  the  hon.  Member  f 
Border    Burghs,  in    the    debate  oatl 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  punted  % 
that  there  had  not  been  a  single  argua! 
used  in  support  of  this  measure— in  i 
port,  that  is  to  say,  of   the  diminutkai 
the  statutory  payment  chargeable  to  1 
tithe-payers  in  this  case — that  could  notfcl 
used  with  equal  force  in  favour  of  cottkl 
down  both  the  interest  and  principilil 
mortgages.      What  is    the   difference  i] 
point  of  principle  between  the  claim  of  1 1 
mortgagee  in  the  case  of  a  private  en- 1 
tract,  and  the  claim  of  the  Irish  Chord 
Fund  in  this  case  ?   There  is  no  differam  1 
in    point  of    principle,    but    there  is  i 
great  difference  in  point  of  fact    TOfl 
are    the    parties   to    this    bargain  t   (k 
the   one  side  you  have   the    Irish  hni- 
lords,     an     articulate      Jind      organised 
party,  a  class   which,   as    we    know  by 
recent  experience,  is  capable  of  inflicting 
on  the  Government  the    luxury  of  in 
annual  defeat  in   the   House    of  Lordi 
That  is  a  peculiar  prerogative  of  thein 
which  is  not  possessed  by  any  other  els* 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  public  fond 
which  has  no  organ  of  expression,  of  self- 
defence,   of  resistance,  except  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  upon  the  bench, 
and  who  are  by  the  law  and  constitution 
of  this  country  its  appointed  custodians 
and   trustees.     An   hon.  friend   reminds 
me   that  as  lately  as  last  year,  for  this 
Bill   was  introduced  last  year  and  then 
withdrawn,  owing  to  what  is  called  the 
exigencies  of  Parliamentary   business,  a 
very    prominent    representative    of    the 
Irish  landlords  (the  Duke  of  Abercorn) 
said  in  another  place,  "  Why  should  this 
Government,  the  strongest  in  our  time, 
not   only   in   ability,    but  in  votes,  not 
support  their  friends  who  support  them?" 
That  was  asked  last  year  when  this  Bill 
was  withdrawn  ;   it   is  not  going  to  be 
withdrawn    this    year,   and    those    who 
support   the  Government  are  at  last  to 
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supported.  I  pass  to  what  I  con- 
f    to    be    the    crowning    absurdity 

injustice  of  this  Bill.  That  is  the 
308al  that  in  the  future  the  tithe 
i-eharge  is  to  vary  according  to  the 
m  of  the  judicial  rent.  I  should  have 
aght  that  such  a  proposition  as  that 
■Id  hardly  admit  of  argument  at  all.  Let 

House  consider  for  a  moment  what  it 
ins.  This  matter  is  going  to  be  arranged 
nty  by  county.  You  are  not  going  to 
ke  an  average  of  the  reduced  rents 
ir  Ireland  as  a  whole ;  you  are  going 
leal  with  it  piecemeal,  and  the  amount 
which  the  landlord's  contribution  as  a 
lepayer  to  the  Irish  Church  Fund  is  to  be 
uced  is  to  correspond  with  the  amount 
which  the  judicial  rents  in  his  county 
'e  been  reduced.  The  result  is  that 
arever  the  reduction  in  the  judicial  rent 
been  greatest  the  reduction  of  the  tithe 
t-charge  is  greatest.  Therefore  it  is 
■ctly  in  those  places  where,  in  the 
gment  of  the  Land  Courts,  the  land- 
is  have  exacted  rents  which  did  not 
litably  or  morally  belong  to  them,  but 
re  based  on  tenants'  improvements, 
t  the  greatest  relief  is  given.  There 
one  circumstance  connected  with  the 
3Ction  of  this  particular  standard  of 
Licial  reduction — what  I  will  call  the 
ndard  of  confiscation — which  I  think 
\  House  ought  to  bear  in  mind,  because 
>elieve  it  explains  the  whole  of  this 
1.  The  only  ground  upon  which  the 
1  can  be  logically  based  is  that  it  is  an 
talment  of  compensation  to  the  land- 
ds  for  the  reduction  of  rents  which 
ve  been  made  under  Act  of  Parliament. 
annot  myself  see  any  other  ground  on 
lich  the  fall  in  judicial  rents  should 
aceforth  be  treated  as  the  basis  on 
dch  tithe  rent-charge  should  bo  reduced, 
rill  refer  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
rticulariy  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  to  a 
iech  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
3  other  day.  He  pointed  out  that 
3  actual  economic  fall  in  rents 
sasured  by  experience  in  this  country  is 
great  as,  and  in  many  cases  far  greater 
an,  the  compulsory  reductions  which 
ve  been  made  by  the  land  tribunals  in 
jland.  He  might  also  have  pointed  out 
his  audience  was  particularly  appro- 
Late  for  the  purpose — that  so  far  as 
ese  excessive  rents,  which  have  been 
iuced  by  the  operation  of  the  law,  were 
sed  upon  the  appropriation  by  a  land- 
ed of  the  value  put  by  a  tenant,  through 
3  industry  and  capital,  into  the  land, 
ey  were  morally  and  politically  inde- 


j  fensible.  And,  further,  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  the  reduced  rents  now  paid  by 

!  the  tenants  and  received  by  the  landlord 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  salvage  from  the 
social  and  economic  wreck  to  which  the 
landlords  themselves  have  largely  contri- 
buted. The  rents  which  were  charged  prior 
to  1881,  which  appear  in  the  contracts  of 

,  tenants  and  which  the  landlords  had  a  legal 
right  to  exact,  were  rents  far  in  advanco  of 

,  what  was  the  economic  rent.  What  is  more 
to  the  purpose  is — and  I  again  quote  the 

i  authority  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire — 
they  were  rents  which,  in  the  then  social 
condition  of  Ireland,  not  the  whole  force  of 
the  Empire  of  Great  Britain  could  have 
made  effectively  recoverable  from  the 
tenants  of  Ireland,   because    the    moral 

.  sense  of  the  community  of  Great  Britain 
would  not  have  allowed  you  to  use  it. 
In  so  far,  then,  as  this  Bill  is  an  attempt 
— I  can  find  no  other  logical  justifica- 
tion for  it — to  compensate  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland  indirectly  for  the 
reductions  which  they  have  had  to 
sustain  in  their  rents,  it  ought  to  be 
repudiated  by  this  House.  I  say  it  is  a 
Bill  which  offends  equally  against  the  rules 

i  of  common  justice  and  sound  finance. 
It  tears    up  a  statutory  contract   with- 

•  out  adequate  reason  and  without  any 
compensation.     It  impairs,  not  only  by 

,  what    it   does,    but  still  more    by    the 

'  example  it  sets,  the  security  of  the  Irish 
Church  Fund.     It  introduces  as  the  basis 

j  and  standard  of  variation  in  tithe  the  fall 

;  in  judicial  rents,  which  is  either  wholly 
irrelevant  or  illogical.  On  these  grounds 
the  Bill  is  deserving  of  the  condemnation 
of  Parliament,  and  I  beg  to  move  that  it 

1  be  read  a  third  time  upon  this  day  three 
months. 

Amendment  proposed, 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the 
\  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
!  this  day  three  months.'  " — {Mr.  Asquith.) 

Question  proposed,   "  That    the  word 
1  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  confess  that 
\  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rose  to 
take  part  in  the  debate  for  the  first  time  I 
|  was  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the 
,  reasons     which    induced     him,    at    the 
eleventh  hour,  to  intervene  in  this  parti- 
cular  controversy.     I  am  now  no  longer 
.  in  doubt,  and  I  think  I  can  explain  it 
before  I  sit  down.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  the  closing  third  of  his  speedy 
devoted  himseli  to  an  attack  on  \X&\nsSh. 


159  lithe  Retd-Clmrge  {COMMONS} 

landlords,  whom  he  declared  to  be  the 
spoilt  darlings  of  the  Government,  and  in 
whose  favour  we  were  prepared  to  ask 
the  House  to  committ  a  gross  injustice 
upon  a  public  fund.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  occupants  of  this  Bench  or  the  Chief 
Secretary  have  any  special  reason  to  be 
grateful  for  the  attentions  which  the 
Irish  landlords  have  showered  upon  us. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  the  last  person 
to  criticise  utterances  which  may  well  be 
put  on  one  side.  But  I  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
thought  it  worth  while  to  make  an  im- 
passioned and  elaborate  attack  upon  a 
class  who  are  not  very  popular 
either  in  this  country  or  in  the  other,  in 
numbers  not  very  great,  in  political  in- 
fluence not  very  great,  but  who  at  the 
hands  of  Parliament  in  times  past  have 
l>een  subjected  to  a  kind  of  legislation  on 
which  T  am  not  going  to  comment  now, 
but  which  certainly  has  no  parallel  in  the 
legislation  of  any  civilised  country.  In 
his  attack  on  the  landlords  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  scrupled  to  insinuate, 
even  to  assert,  that  the  reduction  of  their 
rents  by  the  Land  Courts  is  the  measure 
of  the  spoliation  which  they  have  inflicted 
upon  their  tenants,  a  scandulous  and  out- 
rageous attack  which  was  refuted  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  speech,  for  he  quoted,  with 
enthusiastic  approval  by  his  supporters,  a 
statement  made  by  the  Duke  of  Devon- : 
shire  in  another  place  that,  after  all, 
although  the  reductions  of  rent  in  Ire- 
land had  been  considerable,  they  were  not 
more  considerable,  but  even  less,  than  the 
reductions  of  rent  which  have  taken  place 
in  England.  Are  the  reductions  of  rent 
in  England  the  measure  of  the  spoliation 
inflicted  by  the  English  landlords  on 
English  tenants  ?  No,  Sir,  they  are  the 
consequence  of  a  fact,  so  notorious  that  I 
need  not  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
House — the  extreme,  unforeseen,  and 
unprecedented  fall  in  agricultural  value ; 
and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
roundly  accuses  the  Irish  landlords  of 
having  put  all  the  difference  between 
their  present  and  former  rents 
upon  the  improvements  of  the 
tenant,  he  might  have  remembered 
that  the  fall  of  agricultural  prices,  which 
has  so  afflicted  the  landed  interest  in 
England  and  Scotland,  had  not  been 
absent  in  Ireland;  and,  mark  this,  the 
part  of  Ireland  where  rents  have  fallen, 
perhaps  in  greater  degree  than  in  any 

Mr.  A.  J.  Baljour. 
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other  part  of  Ireland,  is  that  what  I 
tenants'    improvements    were 
before  the  legislation  of  1872  indl 
It  is  in  Ulster,  where  the  tenutfi 
provements  are  protected  by  the  1 
custom,  and  adequately  protected  \qi 
Ulster  custom,  that  the  fall  in  rents  1 
been  greater  than  in  any  other  pa 
Ireland.      Then,    says    the   right 
Gentleman,  this  is  an  act  of  spolittk 
great,  so  flagrant  and  shameless,  l_ 
Gentleman  who  votes  for  the  Thud  I 
ing  of  the  Bill  can  ever  again  reut  i  a 
act  of  spoliation  passed  upon  a  cbui 
public  funds.      Ho  compared  it  with  Ail 
arbitrary  diminution    by    Parliament  i\ 
the    interest    upon    mortgages.     Vkl 
resemblance  is   there  between  mortgf  I 
and  tithe  rent-charge  ?      Mortgage  new  1 
was  a  variable  quantity.     Historically,^  I 
general  tradition,  and  universally  aceepil 
within  a  small  compass  of  years,  tithe  hi 
been  a  variable  quantity,  and  why  tb  1 
House,  dealing  with  a  fund  varying  in  in 
aspects,  should  not  make  its  vanatka 
dependent  on  a  rational  plan,  instead  of  ■ 
an  arbitrary  system,   passes   my  beW.  | 
What    is    the    right    hon.     Gentfemu'i 
desire  ?    I  suppose  he  thinks  it  would  be 
fair  to  have  variations  determined  by  tk 
price    of    wheat  and   barley   and  "otU. 
Could    anything  be   more    absurd  thu 
fixing  the  variations  of  tithe  in  proportion 
to  a  crop  which  is  hardly  grown  in  Irelemi 
at  all  1    Over  large  districts  it  is  wheifc 
and  wheat  alone,  which  determines  the 
variations  of  the  tithe  rent-charge.    Thtt 
is   the   right  hon.   Gentleman's   idea  of 
equity,  justice,  and  fairness.     That  is  not 
all  I  have  got  to  say  against   the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  accusation  of  spoliation. 
Has  he  ever  heard  of  the  alteration  nuA 
in  the  annuities  bought  by  the  purchasen 
of  glebe    in    Ireland  1    Those   annuities 
were  part  of  the  assets  of  the  Church 
Fund. '   They  were  bought  directly  under 
Parliamentary  statutory  contract  by  the 
glebe  purchasers  from  the  Church  Fund. 
In  1885,  Parliament,  taking  into  account 
the  great  fall  in  the  price  of  produce, 
consequently  in  the  price  of  land,   had 
mercy    upon     these    globe     purchasers 
and    diminished     the    amount     of     die 
interest    on    the     annuities — in     other 
words,     reduced      the     assets     of    the 
Church  Fund  in  favour  of  the  glebe  pur- 
chasers.     Was  that  described  as  a  dole  t 
Was  that  described  as  a  corrupt  bargain  f 
Was   that  described  as  a  payment  to  a 
class  1  It  was  done  by  the  common  assent 
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House,  with  the  assent  of  the  hon. 
"j^jnfcffclemen  opposite  and  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
ten  from  Ireland,  not  then  so  solicitous 
it  the  Church  Fund  as  they  appear  to 
£lciow.  And  all  this  fine  rhetoric  which 
>w  lavished  when  you  are  dealing  with 
"lords  was  not  heard  of  when  you 
dealing  with  tenants,  and  all  these 
ig  epithets  were  reserved  for  a  more 
ourable  and  more  popular  opportunity, 
truth  is  that  the  motive  of  the  right 
Gentleman's  speech  was  sufli- 
ltly  apparent  when  he  gave  his 
historic  survey  of  what  he 
led  the  annual  dole  which  this 
>vernment  gives  to  their  supporters, 
^position  cheers.]  I  thought  so.  It  is 
particular  love  for  the  Church  Fund,  it 
no  burning  anxiety  to  support  hon. 
ltlemen  below  the  gangway,  that  has 
luced  this  unlooked  for  intervention 
,..s__  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  has 
K£taken  occasion  to  make  a  speech,  which, 
^'perhaps,  he  supposes  may  be  an  elec- 
1  \:  tioneering  speech.  He  has  travelled  far 
■outside  the  four  corners  of  this  Bill  to 

*  excite  prejudice  on  questions  not  even  in 
^  the  remotest  manner  connected  with  this 
i  Bill.     I  am  not  going  to  argue,  I  would 

*  be    out  of    order  to    argue,   about    the 

*  amount  of  money  given  to  rates  in  con- 
6  nection  with  the  Local  Government  Bill 
t  for  Ireland,  or  the  half  rates  to  farmers  in 
£    England  and  Scotland,  or  the  grant  to 

Voluntary  schools.  But  one  word  I 
think  I  may  say  on  these  three  topics.  I 
remember  perfectly  well  when  the  first 
sketch  of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Bill  was  made  in  this  House — because 
it  so  happened  I  was  the  person  on  whom 
the  duty  devolved  to  make  it — an 
essential  part  of  that  scheme  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  natural,  I  venture  to  say  just, 
or  at  all  events  the  justifiable,  objections 
which  were  naturally  felt  at  so  great  a 
transfer  of  power  from  one  class  to 
another  in  Ireland,  where,  unhappily, 
divisions  between  parties  had  been  so 
long  and  so  bitter.  How  was  that  pro- 
posal met  ?  Did  we  hear  anything  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
about  doles  on  that  occasion  1  Not  a 
word.  I  remember  that  that  proposal, 
which  was  an  integral  part  of  that  Bill, 
was  met  with  a  chorus  of  approval  not 
alone  from  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  from  gentlemen  representing 
Ireland  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and 
from  their  colleagues  representing  English 
constituencies. 
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Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR:  It  was  the 
bribe  we  had  to  pay  for  Irish  local  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  let  me 
take  him  on  his  own  terms.  Is  it  fair  to 
swallow  a  bribe  and  then  express  dis- 
approval when  you  get  what  you  want 
by  it  1  So  much  for  the  dole  connected 
with  local  government  in  Ireland.  Now 
I  come  to  the  half  rates,  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  we  gave  to  the 
landlords  in  England.  We  gave  them  to 
the  farmers.  [Hon.  Members  :  Oh,  oh  !] 
Well,  I  am  going  to  put  a  simple  query 
to  Members  for  agricultural  con- 
stituencies in  England  sitting  oppo- 
site. When  they  go  down  to  their 
constituencies,  and  when  they  issue  their 
addresses,  is  this  dole  to  the  farmers  of 
England  going  to  be  represented  as  a 
monstrous  abuse,  and  is  there  going  to 
be  any  proposal  that  it  should  be  repealed 
by  the  next  Parliament  1  I  shall  be 
curious  to  have  an  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion. I  come  now  to  the  third  dole,and  that 
is  the  extra  grant  to  the  Voluntary  schools. 
In  that  dole  every  single  gentleman 
from  Ireland  supported  the  Government, 
and  every  single  gentleman  from  Ireland 
voted  against  the  Opposition.  They  were 
all  for  a  policy  of  doles  and  subventions. 
Again  I  ask,  are  you  going  to  the  country 
to  ask  the  country  whether  they  are  going 
to  take  away  from  the  Voluntary  schools 
the  dole  that  has  been  given  to  them  ? 
And  are  you  going  to  have  the  support 
of  the  Irish  Members  when  the  time  for 
this  inevitable  policy  arrives  1  It  is  all 
nonsense.  The  whole  of  this  flimsy 
attack  can  be  torn  to  pieces  in  a  moment, 
and  I  am  sorry  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  plunging  into  a  controversy 
with  which  I  venture  to  say  he  is  very 
little  acquainted — [Hon.  Members  :  Oh, 
oh  !] — judging  from  his  speech,  I  think  he 
is  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
details,  and  that  will  come  out  before  this 
debate  concludes — I  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  dragged 
these  matters  into  a  debate  which  is 
important  because  it  is  controversial,  but 
whioh  has  really  nothing  to  do  with  the 
issue  he  has  tried  to  raise,  with  the  irrita- 
tion he  has  tried  to  stir  up,  or  the  pas- 
sions he  has  endeavoured  to  inflame,  and 
which  might  have  been  left  now,  as  on 
j  the  earlier  stages  of  this  Bill,  to  be  de- 
1  bated  between  the  representatives  of  the 
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Irish  Government  in  this  House  and  the 
representatives  of  Ireland. 


{Ireland)  BUI 


Mr.  DILLON:  I  think  the  tone  of 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proves,  if  proof  were  needed,  more  than 
Anything  we  have  listened  to  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  the  badness  of  the  case  of 
the  Government.  When  the  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  denounced  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  East  Fife  for  intervening  in 
this  debate,  he  seems  to  have  an  extra- 
ordinary idea  of  the  position  of  Irish 
Members  in  this  House.  As  I  have 
pointed  out  on  previous  occasions,  we 
would  alwavs  be  glad  if  all  English  Mem- 
bers refrained  from  debate  or  division  on 
Irish  Bills  or  questions  ;  but  I  protest 
Against  the  doctrine  that  if  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
who  is  not  an  Irish  Member  is  to  be 
accepted,  we  are  to  be  denied  assistance 


appears  on   that  ground.    TheMc 
in  charge  of  this  Hill  have  been  c 
free  and  ready    to  hurl  charge*  i 
the  gross  ignorance  of  those  who  c 
it.     If  any   English   or  Scotch  Ma 
intervenes    he    is    said     to    be 

ignorant ;  but  the  right  hon.  Mei 

East  Fife  exhibited,  in  my  opinion,  g 
intelligence  in  discussing  the  Kfl,i 
certainly  in  point  of  capacity  and  L 
ledge  of  the  law  he  compares  favoanfel 
with  the  Attorney  General  for  Infaail 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  got  up, ail 
from  the  box  at  the  Table  announced^! 
vehemence  that  the  rents  had  bee&frl 
duccd  most  in  the  province  where  tkl 
improvements  of  the  tenants  were  p*  I 
tected  by  the  Ulster  custom.  I  shooli  I 
like  to  hear  the  opinions  of  the  Uta  I 
tenants  on  that  point.  Were  the  ran 
in  Ulster  and  the  improvements  4} 
the    tenants    protected     by  the   ctutoa  | 
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of  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  i  before  the  Land  Act  was  passed  1  Why, 
House  who  are  not  Irish  Members,  but  !  the  custom  gave  no  protection  to  tenants' 
who  choose  to  take  up  the  cause  of  |  improvements  in  Ulster,  and  that  wis  the 
Ireland.  I  must  say  I  urn  exceedingly  i  great  reason  why  the  Act  of  1881  wa 
.grateful  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for j  passed.  It  was  because  the  tenants  is 
East  Fife  for  his  speech,  which  tore  to  I  Ulster  were  pouring  into  the  Land 
pieces,  I  do  not  say  the  arguments  for,  i  League,  and  the  Government  were 
but  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  ex-  j  frightened  by  the  fact.  If  the  improve- 
hibited  in  a  most  powerful  way  its  true  i  ments  had  been  protected  by  custom, 
inwardness.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  j  why  did  the  Ulster  tenants  come  into  the 
has  fallen  back  on  an  argument  given  !  Land  League  1  I  will  tell  the  right  hon. 
before  by  the  Chief  Secretary  in  the  j  Gentleman  one  of  the  reasons,  if  he  doei 
course  of  the  debate.  Ho  reminded  the  !  not  know  it  already,  why  the  rents  in 
House  of  the  case  of  the  glebe  purchasers,  j  Ulster  had  been  reduced  much  more  than 
And  endeavoured  to  draw  a  most  absurd  j  in  the  South.  It  was  because  the  tenant! 
parallel  between  the  reduction  of  the  |  in  Ulster,  encouraged  by  the  custom,  and 
interest     granted     to     them     and     the    led  to  hope  that  they  would   have  a  sale- 


reduction  of  the  interest  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  tithe  rent 
charge  payers.  The  glebe  purchasers, 
it  is  true,  were  forced  to  buy  their  hold- 
ings at  a  time  when  land  was  greatly  in- 


able  interest  in  the  land,  did  make  more 
improvements  than  the  tenants  in  the  South, 
and'eonsequently  their  rents  had  been  much 
more  reduced.  It  is  the  fact,  and  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  the  Member 


flated  in  value,  and  the  reason  why  very  !  for  East  Tite  stands  absolutely  unanswer- 
moderate  concessions  were  made  to  them    able,   and  cannot  be  controverted,  that 


was  that  they  were  poor  men  struggling 
to  make  a  living  upon  the  land.  What 
bearing  has  this  in  the  case  of  men  whose 
tithe  rent-charge  is  only  a  very  small 
-charge  on  the  land  1  If  we  were  to  accept 
the  logic  of  that  argument  we  should  be 
carried  irresistibhT  to  the  conclusion 
that  because  in  Ireland  there  had 
been  reduction  of  rents  to  occupiers 
effected  by  a  process  of  law,  therefore  you 
are  bound  to  reduce  every  charge  on  the 
land — quit  rents,  Crown  rents,  and  mort- 
gages. I  say  that  the  argument  of  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman    absolutely    dis 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


this  Bill,  in  addition  to  all  its  other  vices 
— God  knows  it  has  vices  enough— 
actually  proposes  to  put  a  premium  on 
the  bad  landlords  by  graduating  the 
amount  of  remission  of  tithe  rent-charge 
in  proportion*  to  their  badness.  I  know 
estates  where  there  never  has  been  a 
judicial  rent  fixed  at  all ;  and  why  %  Be- 
cause the  landlords  have  been  humane 
men,  and  met  the  circumstances  of  the 
time  by  reasonable  remissions  of  rent. 
Now,  supposing  you  could  imagine — it 
is  perfectly  conceivable  and  legitimate 
to  make  the  supposition — that  there  was 
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^k  county  in  Ireland  in  which  all  the 
landlords  were  good,  reasonable  men,  and 
Vhere  no  judicial  rents  had  been  fixed  at 
JIB,  what  would  this  Bill  do  ¥  It  would 
Ive  a  reduction  of  35  per  cent,  in  the 
e  rent  -  charge  in  a  neighbouring 
ty  where  all  the  landlords  were  rack- 
iters,  and  not  a  penny  of  reduction 
the  county  where  the  landlords  were 
reasonable  men.  Could  anyone 
ne  a  wilder  extremity  of  absurdity  ? 
it  there  is  another  absurdity  under- 
ig  the  vicious  economic  principle  in- 
l^rolved  in  the  standard  of  variation  intro- 
~"*';*dueed  into  this  Bill.  The  tithes  were 
**;  ^originally  one-tenth  of  the  gross  produce 
■^i:>of  the  land.  They  never  had,  throughout 
=»f  jJl  their  history,  so  far  as  I  have  any 
Hr:  Inowledge  of  the  question  of  tithes,  any 
■w  xelation  to  the  cost  of  production,  or 
*tt  tsubsequently  to  the  rent.  By  the  Act 
■vi  of  1838,  in  consideration  of  the  substitu- 
te *fcion  of  a  rent-charge  leviable  from  the 
»  landlord  in  place  of  a  tenth  of  the  pro- 
i  »duce,  and  of  its  becoming  a  prior  lien  on 
=s  the  land,  the  tithe-owners  consented  to  an 
i  -enormous  reduction  in  the  value  of  their 
m  tithe,  amounting  in  some  cases  to  60  or 
us  "70  per  cent.  All  this  is  to  be  taken  into 
9.S  -consideration  in  estimating  the  nature  of 
K  i>he  ecclesiastical  tithe  rent-charge.  From 
5*  1838  to  1872  it  was  variable,  but  since 
P|i  1872  it  was  invariable  and  a  first  charge 
*  -on  the  land,  having  priority  over  all 
r  other  charges,  except  quit-rents.  You  are  | 
now  introducing  a  totally  new  principle  ; 
-of  variation  according  to  rents.  I  main- ' 
tain  that  the  variation  of  rent  ought  not, 
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result.  You  are  now  proposing 
to  plunder  the  Church  Fund,  which  was 
put  aside  by  Parliament  for  the  Irish 
public,  for  the  sake  of  bribing  the  Irish 
landlords,  and  you  are  now  reaping  your 
reward.  I  was  not  surprised  at  a  certain 
bitterness  of  tone  in  the  speech  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  At  a  great 
Orange  meeting  held  on  the  1 2th  July, 
Lord  Erne,  Grand  Master  of  the  Orange 
Society,  denounced  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  as  a  pest  and  a 
nuisance,  and  declared  that  the  brothers 
Balfour  were  the  curse  of  Ireland.  That 
is  all  the  reward  they  get.  These 
Orange  gentlemen  understand  their  pro- 
ceedings perfectly  well.  They  believe 
they  have  got  this  Bill  by  abuse,  and  the 
only  result  of  the  Government  throwing 
their  body  to  the  wolves  will  be  that  the 
wolves  will  howl  louder  at  their  back 
than  ever.  One  lamentable  consideration 
which  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
Government  have  got  to  hug  to  their 
bosoms  is  that,  instead  of  getting  any 
benefit  whatever  from  any  section  by  this 
pernicious  Bill,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
Irish  people  are  indignant,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  and  regard  it  as  an  act  of  spolia- 
tion ;  while  the  Irish  landlords  will  de- 
nounce the  brothers  Balfour  as  the 
greatest  pests  which  ever  came  to  Ire- 
land. After  all  the  discussions  on  this 
Bill,  I  am  only  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  a  more  indefensible  one  was  never 
introduced  into  this  House.  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  on  a  portion  of  the  Bill 
which  has  been  somewhat  neglected  in 


and  as  a  matter  of  fact  does  not,  bear  an  J  the  course  of  the   discussions — the  por- 


exact  proportion  to  the  variation  of  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce.  Suppose 
the  prices  of  agricultural  produce  had 
remained  stationary,  and  the  cost  of  the 
production  had  increased,  rents  would 
have  been  bound  to  go  down.  On  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  I  said  that  it 
was  a  proposal  as  regards  the  main  part 
-of  its  provisions  to  subsidise  the  Irish 
landlord,  and  I  ventured  to  suggest  that 
it  would  be  much  simpler,  more  honest, 
and  sounder,  from  an  Irish  point  of  view, 
if  the  Government  would  make  up  their 
minds  how  much  money  they  were  going 
to  distribute  amongst  the  Irish  landlords, 
.and  put  it  in  the  Bill,  be  it  £1,500,000 
or  £2,000,000.  That  course,  however, 
did  not  recommend  itself  to  the 
Government.  I  venture  to  point  out 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  that  this  system 
of     bribery     will     produce     no     good 


tion  which  deals  with  those  tithes  which 
are  private  property.  The  discussions 
in  Committee  have,  I  think,  fully  justified 
the  protest  which  I  ventured  to  make  on 
the  Second  Reading  against  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  includin 
in  the  Bill  two  subjects  incompatible  an< 
unsuited  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
measure — one  the  payment  made  by  the 
ecclesiastical  tithe-payers  to  a  public  fund, 
and  the  other  the  payment  made  by  the 
tithe  lay  impropriator ;  that  is  a  pay- 
ment made  by  one  set  of  individuals  to 
another,  who  are  owners  of  what  is 
really  private  property,  just  as  much 
as  Government  stock  is,  and  which,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  has  been  made  a  subject 
of  sale  in  Ireland  continually  for  over 
sixty  years.  Hardly  a  week  passes  that 
you  do  not  see  in  Dublin  newspapers 
advertisements  of  the  sale  o(  I&y  \\supro- 
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priate  tithes  as  a  portion  of  real  estate. 
Now,  those  tithes  have  been  variable 
according  to  certain  standards,  and  by 
well  ascertained  methods  ;  and  for  sixty- 
two  years  they  have  never  been  interfered 
with,  nor  has  a  suggestion  ever  been  made 
to  alter  the  standard  of  variation.  About 
seven  or  eight  years  ago  the  Government 
made  a  blunder  by  discontinuing  the-pub- 
lication  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  of  the  tables 
of  the  average  prices  of  wheat  and  oats 
as  the  necessary  evidence  of  variation; 
and  the  result  was  that  the  lay  impro- 
priate tithes  could  not  be  varied  for  a 
period  of  seven  years.  But  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  recommended  the  re- 
publication of  the  average  prices,  and  then, 
after  seven  years,  these  lay  impropriate 
tithes  might  have  been  varied  as  they 
had  been  for  sixty-two  years.  All  that 
was  necessary  was  to  fill  in  this  gap  of 
seven  years  by  a  short  Bill  of  one  clause, 
according  to  the  prices  in  the  Reports  of 
the  Irish  Land  Commission.  I  cannot 
conceive  why  the  Government  did  not 
concede  that,  except  that  they  wanted  a 
bit  of  oil  or  grease  for  other  piu-poses. 
The  Government,  taking  advantage  of 
this  excuse  of  a  mistake  in  the  publication 
of  the  Government  Gazette,  propose  to 
alter  the  standard  of  variation  which 
governs  the  relation  of  exclusive  property 
between  man  and  man.  From  whom  has 
come  a  call  for  such  a  course  of  conduct  ? 
Has  it  come  from  the  tithe-payers  or  the 
tithe-owners  1  The  result  of  this  arbi- 
trary alteration  of  the  standard  of  varia- 
tion will  be  that  some  tithe-owners  will 
be  able  to  get  a  good  deal  more  than  they 
would  under  the  old  variations,  and  some 
will  get  a  good  deal  less.  I  have  never 
got  an  answer  to  the  question,  on  what 
ground  the  Government  have  obtained  the 
right  to  walk  in  between  the  owners  of 
this  private  property  and  say,  "  Take  this 
Bill  for  £50  and  write  it  down  £40  "  ;  or, 
"  Take  this  Bill  for  £50  and  write  it  up 
£60."'  What  is  the  excuse  or  justifica- 
tion for  that  ?  I  have  here  a  very  curious 
document  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion. There  is  an  association  in  Ireland 
of  lay  impropriate  tithe-payers.  I  do  not 
know  whether  tin;  lay  impropriate  tithe- 
owners  have  an  association.  The  lay 
impropriate  tithe  payers  claim  that 
the  average  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  should  be  published,  and  their 
legal  right  restored  of  having  their  pay- 
ments regelated  by  these  average  prices. 
They  held  a  meeting  last  spring  to  con- 

Jfr.  M'/oj. 


sider  the  proposals    of   the  GovernnM 
Bill  of  last  year,  which   was  exactly  tk 
same  as  the  present  Bill.     In  a  speed  e 
that  meeting,  made  by  Mr.  Sandhurst. W 
said  that   they   ought   to  appeal  to  tk 
Government  to  introduce  a  Billtoremtdr 
the   great  injustice    complained  of  tbs 
they    were  not   able    to  get   their  ]<$l 
:  right  of  variation.     And   Mr.  Sandhws 
added   that  they  did   not  consider  tk 
the   Bill  of   last  session   met  the  cases 
,  all  of   the  lay   impropriate    tithe-payen. 
;  nor  could  such  a   measure  be  aceeptai. 
1  The  lay  impropriate  tithe-payers  are  ax 
satisfied  with  this  Bill,  because  it  giva 
too  much  relief  to  some  arid   not  enoad 
,  relief  to  others  ;  in  other   words,  becac* 
it  arbitrarily  alters  the  law  without  regwi 
to    justice.      I     assert    positively  tk 
during  my  twenty  years  experience  « 
the  House  of  Commons  no  such  proposal 
was   ever   made    to    interfere   with  tk 
rights    of    property   on    any    public  or 
private  ground.     There  was  no  necessitr 
of  any  kind  for  it,  except   that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  when  pressed,  tut 
it  would  make  the  law  more  symmetrical. 
That  is  a  most  favourable  illustration  of 
the  spirit  in  which  tins  Bill  was  drafted: 
and  I  think  the  Government  have  treated 
the  House  of  Commons   very  unfairly  in 
having  mixed  up  the  greater  question  of 
ecclesiastical  tithes  with    this  of  purely 
private  property,   which   might  be  dealt 
with    by    a   Bill  of  one   clause.     Now, 
I  turn  for  a  moment  to   the   proviso  in 
Clause   1   by  which  the  Church  Fund  is 
to  lose   £1,300,000.      But  before  I  say 
anything  on  the  financial  position  of  the 
Church  Fund  after  this  Bill  passes  into 
law,  I  desire  to  deal  with  the  contention 
put  forward  two  or  three  times,  that  the 
fifty -two  years  annuities  were  based  upon 
a  miscalculation.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seemed,  on  the  Second  Beading,  to 
venture    to    doubt    whether    we    would 
question  his  contention  that  this  fifty-two 
years  was  a  miscalculation.       In  that  he 
was  most  audacious.      Remember  that  if 
we  destroy  the  theory  of  this  miscalcula- 
tion, we  destroy  the  only  justification  for 
the  first  sub-section  of  this  clause,  which 
involves  a  loss  to   the  Church  Fund  of 
£1,300,000. 

Mk.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  £1,110,000. 


Mil.  DILLON :  How  is  the  theory  of 
miscalculation  made  out?  In  1869,  when 
My.  GUulsuuu.'.  ;\yiy*mWvA  \.W  C\\\\yvI\  Rill 
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^■^rat,  he  proposed  that  it  should  be  open 
^*?  ^e  J^y®**  °f  tithe  rent-charge  to  buy 
£3  lieir  tithe  rent-charge,  either  for  cash,  at 
^Wenty-two  and  a  half  years  purchase,  or 
j?%  the  gross  tithe  rent  at  twenty-two 
^ild  a  half  years  purchase,  the  Govern- 
— -^ynt  lending  them  money  on  such  terms 
^^biat^  by  making  an  annual  payment  for 
^■vfarty-five  years,  principal  and  interest 
^  Would  be  extinguished  ;  and  he  '  stated 
~tkat  he  calcidated  the  annual  payment 
_^rould  be  3J  per  cent,  of  the  gross  tithe 
'rent-charge.  The  original  proposal  was 
'Jarty-five  years  instalments;  but  when 
^Jtiie  Bill  came  into  Committee  Mr.  Glad- 
^*  fltone  himself  moved  an  amendment  to 
a'  Clause  32,  proposing  to  substitute  fifty -two 
"*  years  instalments  for  forty-five  years,  and 
"^  at  the  same  time  he  agreed  that  the  tithe 
x  tent  -  charge    payers    should    have    the 

*  tight   to   deduct  from  their   tithe   rent- 

2  charge,    before     the     price     was    calcu- 

3  lated,  the  sum  of  the  whole  of 
\:  the  poor-rate,  which  was  considerable. 
*■  Again,  he  made  a  further  concession. 
i-    Wnereas  at  the  Second  Reading  of  the 

*  Bill  he  proposed  that  the  instalments 
=  should  be  at  the  rate  of  £4  10s.  per  cent. 
i  of  the  gross  tithe  rent-charge,  in  Com- 
:     mittee   he   proposed   that  it   should    be 

£A  9s.  per  cent,  per  annum  of  the  nett 
valuation,  and  that  the  instalments  should 
'     be   spread   over   fifty-two   years.      Now, 
that  settlement  was   denounced   by   the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as 
sacrilegious  bribery,  and  also  by  the  chief 
Irish  landlords.     On  a  division,  however, 
it  was  carried  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  landlords  in  this  House,  despite  the 
protest  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ! 
and  Mr.  Forster  and  the  Radical  party. 
Now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  the  , 
audacity  to  get  up  and  tell  us  that  the  \ 
whole  of  this  transaction  was  based  on  an  | 
arithmetical  miscalculation,  a  calculation  j 
which  was  first  of  all  worked  out  by  the  I 
English  Treasury,  adopted  by  Mr.  Glad- ; 
stone,  and  passed  the  test  of  prolonged  j 
•discussion  in  this  House.     I  admit  that  | 
some  exception  was  taken  to  it ;  but  it  was  i 
as  being  too  favourable  to  the  landlords. 
Neither   Mr.  Disraeli  nor  Mr.  Gladstone 
nor  the  champions  of  the  Irish  landlords  j 
ever  suggested  the  doctrine  of  miscalcula- 
tion  which  is   now   advanced.     Then  a 
period   of  three   years   elapsed,  and  the 
whole  question  was  re-surveyed  in  this 
House  in  1872,  and  again  the  Irish  land- 
lords, who  were   largely  represented   in 
this  House  and  in  the  House  of   Lords, 


never  protested,  and  the  Bill  passed 
through  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
without  a  single  word  of  criticism  on 
their  part.  Therefore  up  to  the  Act  of 
1872  there  was  no  suggestion  whatever 
of  a  miscalculation.  From  1872  down 
to  1881  and  from  1881  to  1890  the 
whole  intelligence  of  the  Irish  landlords 
as  well  as  of  the  innumerable  skilful 
lawyers  who  are  attached  to  them  in 
Ireland  was  devoted  to  searching  and 
rummaging  through  the  land  legislation 
passed  by  this  House  in  order  to  find  a 
grievance.  Yet  this  miscalculation  was 
never  heard  of.  Arc  we  to  be  told  that 
the  Irish  landlords  and  the  lawyers  who 
are  their  friends  in  Ireland  would  not 
have  discovered  during  these  years  this 
arithmetical  mistake,  and  the  greatest 
that  would  ever  have  appeared  in  history 
if  it  existed  ?  In  June,  1894,  Lord 
Belmore  in  his  famous  question 
started  this  doctrine.  What  set  the 
Irish  landlords  on  this  theory  of 
miscalculation  1  They  were  set  on  it 
because  it  had  come  to  their  knowledge 
that  a  great  loan  on  the  Irish  Church 
Fund  was  to  be  paid  off,  and  that  when  it 
was  paid  off  a  certain  sum  would  be  set 
free,  and  it  occurred  to  the  Irish  landlords 
that  they  ought  to  get  hold  of  it.  It  was 
really  for  that  reason,  and  for  no  other 
reason  that  I  can  discover,  that  they  in- 
vented this  doctrine  of  miscalculation. 
Lord  Belmore  put  a  series  of  questions  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  course  of 
which  this  doctrine  was  started.  He 
asked  why  did  the  Treasury  in  1869  re- 
commend the  Government  of  the  day  to 
alter  the  terminable  annuities  from  forty- 
five  years  to  fifty-two,  and  also  whether 
there  was  not  a  miscalculation  made  as  to 
the  term  of  years  in  which  the  principal 
sums  with  interest  would  be  paid  off  ? 
That  involved  the  doctrine  that  Mr.  Glad- 
stone and  the  Treasury  of  that  day  were 
not  able  to  calculate  in  what  number  of 
years  an  annuity  would  pay  off  a  princi- 
pal sum  with  interest.  Lord  Belmore  was 
informed  in  reply  that  there  was  no  mis- 
calculation because  no  rate  of  interest  was 
prescribed  in  the  Act.  After  the  lapse  of 
twenty-eight  years  the  Treasury  on  the 
motion  of  Lord  Belmore  again  examined 
the  question,  and  laid  it  down  that  there 
was  no  basis  for  the  charge  of  miscalcu- 
lation, and  yet  in  face  of  that  fact  and 
the  other  facts  I  have  cited  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  states  that  the  case  of  the 
landlords  is  perfectly  clear.    This  is  v*\\ak 
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point — 

"  Objection  to  this  provision  of  the  Bill  must 
therefore  he  made  on  either  of  two  grounds : 
First,  that  a  3j  per  cent,  rate  of  interest  is  too 
low — which  would  be  a  hold  assertion  in  the 
face  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  own  statement,  and  of 
the  fact  that  the  rates  of  interest  formerly 
paid  by  tenant  purchasers  of  Church  lands 
have  all  been  reduced  from  3£  per  cent,  to 
3Jt  per  cent.  Or,  secondly,  that  it  is  just  that 
a  terminable  annuity  for  the  redemption  of  a 
capital  sum  should'  continue  to  be  paid  for 
seven  years  after  such  capital  sum  can  be 
shown  by  the  rules  of  arithmetic  to  have  been 
rej>aid." 

That  is  saying  in  so  many  words  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  did  not  understand,  and  that 
for  twenty-nine  years  the  British  Trea- 
sury were  absolutely  unable  to  grasp,  the 
rules  of  arithmetic.  That  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary position  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  take  up,  and  yet  it  is  the  only 
ground  on  which  he  can  justify  this  enor- 
mous drain  on  the  Church  Fund.  I 
maintain  after  all  these  prolonged  dis- 
cussions that  there  is  no  shadow  or  shred 
of  excuse  for  suiTendering  to  the  Irish 
landlords  seven  years  instalments  which 
they  contracted  to  pay,  and  which  in 
justice  they  ought  to  be  compelled  to  pay 
as  long  as  they  retain  their  land.  Let 
me  turn  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  effect  of 
this  Bill  on  the  Church  Fund,  because 
that,  after  all,  is  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, and  one  which  we  were  not  able  to 
discuss  fully  in  Committee.  1  thought 
we  might  have  been  able  to  obtain  some 
more  light  on  the  matter.     I  have  been 


on  this  Bill  by  the  right  hon.  Geutl 
as  to  its  effect  on  the  fund.     He  said— 

"  I  may  say,  generally,  that  the  result  «ftb| 
calculations  has  been  most  carefully  vtriU 
l)oth  by  the  Treasury  and  by  the  Land  Cot 
mission  ;  and  I  think  we  may  take  it  Urn. » 
far  as  possible,  accuracy  has  Ijeen  otaaei. 
At  least,  it  is  not  tor  want  of  trouble  Ukea^ 
one  side  or  the  other.     Now,  tlie  rednctki  « 
the  period  of  the  currency  of  the  tennmhb 
annuities  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  fr 
Church  Fund  by  a  capital  sum  of  £l.UMtt: 
but  this  loss  will  not  begin  until  the  year  WH, 
when  the  earliest  terminable  annuities  nae*. 
What  effect  are  the  proposals  of  the  Bill  Hkdj 
to  have  on  the  resources  of  the  Church  Fni? 
By  the  first  proposal,  that  fund  will  ultimutr 
lose  a  capital  sum  of  about  £1,140,000,  but  Urn 
loss  will  not  begin  until   the  year  1917.  Tk 
second  proposal  of  the  Bill  will  result  in  tk 
immediate  loss  of  an  annual    sum  of  abo» 
£33,000.     This  loss  will  continue   f or  the  fat 
iifteen  years,  and  may  increase  in  subseqaaa 
periods  of  fifteen  years   with   any  additual 
average  reduction  of    judicial    rents,     lb 
aliolition  of  the  right  to  redeem  the  tithe  loft- 
charge  will  result  in  a   gain  to  the  Chunk 
Fund  of  a  capital  sum,    the  exact  amount « 
which  it  is  impossible  to  state,  but  which  mq 
conceivably  be  £3,500,000.       This  gain,  bow- 
ever,  will  not  l)egin  to  accrue   for  fortr-fae 
yearn  from  the  present  time.      [Mr.  DlLLOX: 
Is  that  based  on  the  supposition  that  no  nl» 
take  place  ?J    Yes,  that  is  so.     By  the  foortk 
proposal  of  the  Bill  there  will  be  a  gain  to  the 
Church  Fund  of  an  annual  sum  of  £6,000/' 

We  are  told  that  if  no  land  is  sold  in  Ire- 
land the  Church  Fund  in  forty-five  yens 
will  gain  three  and  a  half  millions,  bat 
land  is  now  being  sold  in  Ireland  at  the 
rate  of  about  one  and  a  half  millions  per 
annum,  and  there  is  a  movement,  which 
if  I  do  not  misunderstand  it  will  result  in 
transferring  all  the  land  of  Ireland  to  the 
farmers  certainly  within  the  next  twenty 


endeavouring  ever  since  the  Bill  of  last !  years,  and  probably  within  the   next  ten 


year  was  introduced  to  obtain  from  the 
Government  a  really  satisfactory  calcula-  \ 
tion  of  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  Bill  ! 
if  passed  into  law  on  the  Church  Fund,  ! 
and  I  have  never  Ixjen  able  to  get  any- ; 
thing  but  the  most  perfunctory  and  con- 1 
fusing    answers.     I    think   the   Bill   has  j 
been  drawn  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  abso- : 
lutely   impossible  to  calculate  with  any  j 
degree  of  certainty  what  will  be  its  effect ' 
on   the   Church   Fund,   and    that   alone 
would  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  rejecting 
it,  because  I  cannot  conceive  any  more 
vicious  method   of    legislation   than,    as 
regards    a    complicated  Bill   affecting    a 
groat     public     fund,     to     be     told     by 
the     minister     in     charge     that     it     is 
really  impossible  to  ascertain  the  effect  of 
the   Bill.     This   is   the    only    statement 
vouchsafed  to  us  during  the  discussions 

J//:  Dillon. 


years.  Therefore  this  calculation,  on  the 
strength  of  which  we  are  to  make  this 
huge  inroad  into  the  Church  Fund,  is 
absolutely  delusive.  We  are  solemnly 
asked  to  look  forward  and  to  attach 
weight  to  a  possible  advantage  to  the 
Church  Fund  resulting  from  the  abolition 
of  the  right  to  redeem,  which  will  begin, 
to  accrue  in  forty-five  years,  and  only 
begin  if  no  sale  of  land  takes  place  in  the 
interval,  whereas  we  all  know  that  lone 
before  that  period  all  the  land  of  Ireland 
will  be  sold,  and  instead  of  three  and  a 
half  millions  I  say  that  if  the  fund 
benefits  to  the  extent  of  £200,000  it 
will  be  the  outside  figure  possible.  But 
the  loss  to  the  fund  begins  on  the  day 
on  which  this  Bill  becomes  operative,  and 
will  continue  and  increase  until  the  whole 
Church  Fund  will  be  dissipated.      The 
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revision  in  the  Act  of  1896  could  at  least 
*•  plausibly  defended,  as  it  was  inserted 
r~  **T  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  sale  of 
^Sjnd  to  the  tenants.  It  might  have 
jjaen  said,  just  as  it  was  said  when  we 
lowed  the  dole  to  the  landlords  in 
to  secure  local  government,  that 
landlords  should  be  allowed  to 
,fliap  that  advantage  under  the  Act  of 
_^  J96  as  a  reward  for  selling  their  land 
qfo  their  tenants,  because  everyone  is 
^■jamoua  to  get  rid  of  this  land  quarrel, 
~gWhich  has  brought  almost  inconceivable 
^•jnrils  on  Ireland,  and  we  are  all  prepared 
r_i*J°  make  sacrifices  to  end  ir,  on  reasonable 
vtterms.  Therefore  when  the  clause  in  the 
^*Act  of  1896  was  introduced — although  I 
™^im  looked  upon  as  irreconcilable  in  these 
^matters,  and  I  admit  I  am — I  did  not  feel 
ctealled  upon  to  protest  against  it,  just  as  I 
bVabetiined  from  dividing  against  the  Agri- 
■**  cultural  Grant  in  1898,  because  although 
Jj*  I  did  not  approve  of  the  principle,  there 
^  was  a  great  object  to  be  gained,  which  I  was 
Hf  willing  should  be  gained,  even  at  the  cost 
of  the  Church  Fund.  But  what  do  you 
propose  to  do  by  this  Bill  1  You  reverse 
that  policy.  You  are  now  offering  to  the 
landlords  who  have  refused  to  sell  the 
same  advantages  and  concessions  as  were 
given  by  the  Act  of  1896  to  landlords 
who  were  willing  to  sell,  and  in  that  way 
also  you  are  doing  a  great  wrong.  I 
think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was 
very  ill-advised  in  throwing  sneers  across 
the  House  at  the  Irish  Members  who  are 
working  under  very  difficult  circum- 
stances to  protect  the  interests  of  their 
constituents.  He  said  it  was  very  unfair 
of  us  to  adopt  the  attitude  we  did  adopt 
with  regard  to  the  Eating  Act,  and  he 
said  that  we  swallowed  the  bribe.  We 
are  obliged  to  endeavour  to  pass  legisla- 
tion for  our  own  country  in  this  House  in 
circumstances  of  the  most  cruel  difficulty, 
and  we  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the  con- 
ditions imposed  on  us  by  the  strangers 
who  rule  us.  We  have  never  been  able  to 
discuss  Irish  matters  on  their  merits  in 
this  House.  You  never  deal  with  Irish 
measures  on  their  merits.  You  deal  with 
them  either  because  of  the  disturbed  con- 
dition of  Ireland  or  because  you  wish  a 
bribe  to  be  distributed  among  a  certain 
class  in  that  country.  When  a  measure 
of  land  reform  or  popular  government  is 
offered  to  us  it  is  always  tied  up  with 
some  condition  we  strongly  object  to,  but 
we  are  told  that  we  must  swallow  the 
whole  thing  or  get  nothing.     That  is  the 


!  principle  we  are  compelled  to  accept,  and 
I  am  not  a  bit  ashamed  of  our  accepting 
it  under  the  circumstances.  But  I  warn 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Irish  Secretary  that  the  course  they  are 
pursuing  on  this  Bill  will  gain  them 
neither  authority  nor  respect  in  Ireland. 
The  Chief  Secretary  has  been  five  years 
in  office,  and  has  made  flourishing 
speeches  about  killing  Home  Rule  by 
kindness. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  It  has  been 
said  over  and  over  again  that  I  used  the 
words  "  killing  Home  Rule  by  kindness." 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  the  report 
of  that  speech  produced. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  phrase  has  been 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
supporters. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  challenging  the  statement 
in  the  House  before. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  My  recollection  is  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
charged  with  the  intention  of  killing 
Home  Rule  by  kindness,  and  that  he  said 
he  would  be  very  glad  if  he  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  What  I  would  advise  him  to 
pursue  would  be  a  poticy  not  of  kindness 
but  of  justice.  I  resented  that  speech 
as  it  was  reported  at  the  time,  because  I 
do  resent,  as  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  resent, 
Englishmen  or  Scotchmen  coming  over 
to  Ireland  and  adopting  a  tone  of  superi- 
ority and  condescension  which  the  Irish 
people  do  not  appreciate.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  pursues  such  a  policy  as 
that  he  will  never  win  respect  from  any 
section  of  the  population.  What  we  want 
in  Ireland  is  fair  play  and  justice,  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  embark 
on  a  policy  of  fair  play — I  do  not  say  he 
would  kill  Home  Rule,  because  he  would 
not — he  would  win  the  respect  of  all 
sections  of  the  Irish  people.  But  the 
policy  of  bribery,  the  policy  which  has 
dictated  this  Bill,  will  have  the  effect  of 
exasperating  the  Irish  people  who  agree 
with  us,  and  of  arousing  only  the  con- 
tempt of  the  section  represented  by  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Armagh.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  while  the 
Government  are  engaged  in  passing 
this  Bill,  does  not  use  the  same  lan- 
guage as  he  would  use  at  an  Orange 
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meeting  in  Ireland.  The  Chief  Sec- 
retary has  now  learner!  after  five  years 
-administration  in  Ireland,  although  he 
has  distributed  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  as  largess  among  the  Irish 
landlords,  that  all  he  has  got  is  to  he 
denounced  as  a  second  "  Dick  Turpin," 
■and  to  he  told  that  he  and  his  brother 
are  the  greatest  curses  ever  sent  to  Ire- 
land. 

Mil.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  only  de- 
sire to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for 
a  few  minutes  in  referring  to  matters  not 
hitherto  mentioned  in  the  debate.     First, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  Bill  has 
been     introduced — there   are    only    two 
names   on   the   back   of   it,  namely,  the 
Attorney   General   for   Ireland   and   the 
Chief  Secretary.     I  maintain  that  that  is  a 
a  public  scandal  in  a  public  Bill.     This 
Bill  is  eminently  a  financial  measure.     It 
deals  with  an  enormous  amount  of  money 
to  be  transferred  from  a  public  fund  to  a 
particular   class   in    Ireland,   and  it   is  a 
gross    public   scandal    that   tht?   Finance 
Minister  should  not  be  publicly  responsible 
for  it.    The  Finance  Minister  is  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  not  only  for  England 
but  for  Ireland,  and  it   was  his  duty  to 
have  explained    this  Bill   to   the  House. 
Then   the   other   Finance   Minister,    the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  has  not  in  the 
least  intervened    in  the    debates.      The 
names  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  have 
been  on  the  back  of  all  the  other  great 
financial   measures  referring   to    Ireland, 
because   they  dealt  with  public  money. 
The  name  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  absent   from  this  Bill  because 
he   denounced  its  principle  thirty  years 
ago  in  language  which  has    never  been 
retracted.     Probably  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury   has   also   expressed    his    well- 
known  opinions  privately  with  reference 
to  boodle  of  this  kind.      I  say  no  Bill 
involving  one  and  a  half  millions  of  money 
has  ever  been  presented  to  this  House 
except  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Finance 
Minister.    Let  me  remind  the  House  that 
the  Irish  patriot  party  insisted,  when  the 
Union  was  carried,    on   having  an  Irish 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  conduct 
Irish  financial  business  in  this  House,  and 
in  the   early  years  of  this   century   the 
Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  no 
less  a  person  than  Mr.   Foster,  who  had 
been  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Com- 
mons.    If  you  had   a    majority,   not    of 
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140,  but    of  300  in  this  House,  ud 
Irish  Chancellor   of    the     Excheqwr 
guard  the  Irish  purse,  a  measured 
kind  would  be  impossible.     The  C< 
vative  Members    have    shown  me  gntj 
courtesy,    and   it    is   irritating  totW 
when  a  discussion  on  the  matter 
they  think  threshed  out  is  continual W 
I  would  point  out  that   Mr.  Disraeli*1 
the     Second      Reading     of    the   lri 
Church     Bill,     denounced  this   amua- 
ment  which  is     now    being    carried  k 
the   interests    of     the     Irish     landlord 
Sooner  or  later,  Mr.    Disraeli  said,  tb 
Irish  landlords  would  gonrmandise  all  & 
Church  Fund.     He   said   that  the  vWk 
property    of    the    Church    of     Ireland, 
generally  speaking,  would  go  to  the  land- 
lords.    (Interruption.)     Hon.  Gentlem 
might    well    buzz   at     the     idea  of  n. 
Mr.    Disraeli   went  on    to    say   that  for 
thirty    years    the    Irish    landlords  had 
had  ".£1 00,000  a  year  out  of  the  Chun* 
property,     amounting     in      all    to   pro- 
bably  £3,000,000,   and    he  asked  whit 
good  it  had  done.     Was  the  state  of  Ire- 
land improved  by  it  ?     But  Mr.  Disraeli 
under-estimated  the  case.     When  the  fin: 
avaricious  raid  was  made  on  the  property 
of  the  Church  of  which  the  landlords  were 
members,  the  Ecclesiastical  tithe  charge 
was  commuted  at  a   tenth  of   its  value, 
and  26  per  cent,  over  and  above  was  paid 
to  them  for  collecting  it.     In   1867  the 
agricultural  crops  in  Ireland  were  of  the 
value  of  £30,000,000,  but  the  amount  of 
the   tithe   rent-charge   was    only  put  at 
£370,000  ;  whereas  it  ought  to  have  been 
£3,000,000,  and  the  difference    between 
£370,000  and  £3,000,000  went  into  the 
pockets  of   that  virtuous  class,  the  Irish 
landlords.     I  say  that  the  landlords  haTe 
got  far  too  much  out  of  the  Trish  Church 
Fund  already  ;    but  by  this  Bill  they  are 
getting  by  the  reduction  of   the  annual 
instalments  from    fifty-two    to  forty-five 
years,    a     sum     equal     to     £1,500,000, 
although    the    Chief    Secretary,    who  is 
generally  wrong  in  his  calculations,  only 
made  it 'out  at  £1,140,000.     I  object  to 
the    Irish    landlords  getting    through  a 
brutal  and  palpable  fraud  anything  out 
of  the  Church  Fund,  which  ought  to  be 
devoted  to  the  Irish  people  when  suffering 
from   some    unavoidable   calamity.     The 
Irish    landlords   never  object  to  charity. 
Long  after    the    Reformation,  successive 
Acts  of  Parliament  were  passed  to  enable 
tenants   to   make  a  raid  on  the  Church 
lands.     The  Duke  of  Abercorn  and  others 
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him  are  tenants  of  the  lands  stolen 
the    Irish     Church.       The     Irish 
^■dbops,  who  were  generally  English  mi- 
ctions  


s^Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  fear  the  hon. 
^fieunber  is  going  to  somewhat  ancient 
3*pBtory  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 

^4#  Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  The  object 
^r^  the  Bill  is  ancient  history,  but  I  will 

^^f*  re*er  to  ^e  matter»  M-r-  Speaker,  if 
^a«q»  tell  me  not  to  do  so.  I  will  do  what- 
^53#eryou  tell  me. 

^'" 
r^=:»MR.  SPEAKER  :  As  the  hon.  Member 
JL^fepaals  to  me,  I  would  ask  him  not  to 
—  ^iontinue   his   remarks   on   ancient   Irish 


ifetory. 


r. 

^■jf   Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  With  great 

-Inspect,  I  think  that  is  rather  an  unfair 

^  ^JKlvantage  to  take.     You  will  do  better  if 

a^ou  will  allow  me  to  show  that  I  was  en- 

£jdeavouring  to  bring  this  ancient  history 

~2i|into   connection   with    this    Bill.     I  am 

^{pleading  that  this. Bill  should  not  pass,  and 

^gfthat  the  chief  beneficiaries  under  this  Bill 

z-ithave  already  got  enormous  slices    of  the 

-••  Church  land.   The  Duke  of  Abercorn 

■  t 

*"  *Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  hon. 
r  Member  is  really  trifling  with  the  House 
■■■  "-in  going  into  this  matter. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  If  you  do 
not  permit  me,  I  shall  say  no  more ;  but 
If  I  am  not  permitted  to  speak  of  it  in 
this  House  I  shall  be  able  to  see  that  it  is 
made  well  known  in  Ireland.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  scarcely  right 
in  saying  that  he  was  benefitting  the 
Irish  landlords  in  spite  of  them- 
selves. He  said,  "We  are  only  doing 
justice  to  the  Irish  landlords  who  are 
reviling  us."  He  ought  to  have 
known  that  amongst  the  persons  to 
whom  he  is  doing  this  act  of  justice,  and 
who  will  be  most  benefitted  by  it,  are 
Members  of  the  present  Government  and 
extensive  Irish  landlords.  The  benefit  of 
this  Bill  to  the  ordinary  poor  Irish  land- 
lords, with  a  rental  of  £800  to  £1,500  a 
year,  is  of  small  significance.  But  it  is  of 
-enormous  significance  to  these  extensive 
Irish  landlords.  I  will  give  the  names  of 
the   members    of  the   Government  who 


!  will  enormously  benefit  by  the  Bill — the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord  Lansdowne, 
Lord  Londonderry,  and  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke. I  will  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I 
never  recollect  any  Act  which  has  been 
passed  by  a  Ministry  which  will  confer 
such  pecuniary  benefits  on  the  members 
themselves,  or  certain  of  them,  as  this  Act 
will.  .  In  fact,  the  whole  thing  is,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  a  most  atrocious  and  in- 
famous fraud  on  a  public  fund — a  fraud 
perpetrated  on  the  poor  in  the  interests  of 
the  rich.  It  is  a  perfect  illustration  of 
the  proverb  which  warns  not  to  rob  the 
poor  because  they  are  poor.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  tithepayer,  and 
of  the  equity  which  should  attach  to  our 
dealings  with  him.  But  we  have  heard 
nothing  of  the  titheowner,  who  is  the 
person  principally  affected,  because  as  the 
tithe  rent-charge  is  reduced  so  surely  is 
the  tithe-owner  affected.  Why  is  that  ? 
It  is  because  the  titheowners  are  poor, 
and  have  no  great  political  influence.  On 
the  whole  I  regard  this  Bill  as,  in  the 
words  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, sacrilegious  bribery.  I  am  in- 
clined, however,  to  rejoice  at  this  Bill, 
because  it  destroys  altogether  the  sanctity 
of  contracts,  and  will  make  any  attack  on 
the  public  revenue  or  on  private  property 
utterly  unassailable  by  gentlemen  on 
these  benches  who  have  sanctioned  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  complain  of  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  this 
Bill.  One  would  have  thought  that  the 
natural  guardians  of  the  Irish  Church 
Fund,  which  is  the  only  public  fund 
which  the  Irish  people  have  had  since  the 
Union,  would  have  been  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  the  Attorney  General.  But 
the  hopes  we  have  placed  on  them  have 
been  falsified.  It  is  impossible  but  that 
there  shall  be  loss  on  one  fund  or 
another ;  if  not  on  the  Church  Fund  it 
will  fall  on  the  Treasury,  because  nearly 
half  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Irish  Church 
Fund  have  been  guaranteed  by  the  Trea- 
sury. On  what  ground  did  the  Govern- 
ment bring  in  this  Bill  ?  They  cannot 
put  the  saddle  on  two  horses  at  once. 
Either  the  settlement  of  1872  was  wrong, 
and  Mr.  Gladstone  and  the  Treasury 
of  that  date  made  an  absolute  mistake  ; 
and,  as  the  Chief  Secretary  says,  this  Bill 
was  introduced  to  correct  that  mistake  ; 
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or  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  right 
when  he  said  in  another  place  that  the 
Bill  had  been  introduced  as  a  compensa- 
tion to  the  Irish  landlords  for.  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  rents  by  the  Land  Act  of  1881. 
It  is  not  the  least  invidious  feature  of 
this  Bill  that  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, including  the  noble  Lord  whose 
speech  has  been  already  referred  to,  and 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  will  be  among 
those  who  will  get  a  large  slice  out  of 
the  Irish  Church  Fund.  I  presume,  if 
there  is  any  virtue  in  actuarial  calcula- 
tions, that  if  the  Treasury  were  right  in 
1 895  they  ought  to  be  right  now,  and  if 
in  1 895  the  Irish  Church  Fund  would  not 
bear  any  further  burden,  how  is  it 
possible  that  the  Fund  can  now  be  so 
solvent  and  so  strong  that  it  can  have 
this  one  and  a  half  million  taken  away 
from  it  as  well  as  £33,000  a  year,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  considered  that  since 
1895  £70,000  a  year  has  also  been  taken 
from  it  for  the  Agricultural  Board  1  The 
Treasury  have  been  got  at.  In  1895 
they  opposed  the  proposal  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  to  reduce  the  repayments 
of  the  debt  to  them  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
tenants  from  twenty-two  and  a  half  to 
twenty  years.  That  was  refused  in  con- 
nection with  a  large  scheme  of  land  pur- 
chase, to  which  both  political  parties 
were  committed,  and  the  Government 
opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
affect  the  Irish  Church  Fund.  Mean- 
time £70,000  a  year  has  been  taken 
from  it  for  the  Agricultural  Board.  We 
are  told  that  that  £70,000  is  all  right, 
and  that  if  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years 
this  Department  for  improving  agricul- 
ture and  instructing  our  people  cannot 
obtain  that  money,  we  might  perhaps 
have  a  case  to  go  to  the  Treasury. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  position  of  the 
Irish  Minister  who  at  the  end  of  fifteen 
years  would  have  to  approach  the  Trea- 
sury and  say  that  the  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment could  not  continue  any  longer.  In 
conclusion  I  think  we  are  justified  in 
putting  before  the  House,  and  I  trust 
also  before  the  country,  that  this  Bill  has 
not  been  demanded  by  any  body  of  public 
opinion  or  by  any  important  movement. 
It  is  a  Bill  brought  in  to  satisfy  a  small 
but  hungry  section  of  the  supporters  of 
evictions  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  Bill  which 
will  give  more  to  the  rich  landlord  than 
to  the  small  struggling  landlord.  To  him 
that  possesses  much  will  be  given  more, 
whereas  the  poor  landlords  will  be  given 
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very  little,  but   whether  this  m<ttrmrit,<I.v~1 
given  to  the  rich  and  prosperous  1 
in    large  measure,  or  to  the 
struggling  landlord  in  small 
comes  from  an  Irish  fund  which  doa  i 
belong  to  the  Treasury,  and  which  i 
an  act  of  tyranny  on  the  part  of  Ea^ 
and  Scotch  Members  to  interfere  wiA 


Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR:  I  feel  it 
duty,  even  at  this  advanced  hoar,  to 
in  the  final  protest  of  my  hon. 
against  this  Bill.  It  is  certainly  not 
fault  that  the  House  has  been  potto 
inconvenience  of  remaining  up  to 
hour.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman' 
on  pushing  the  Bill  through  to-night, 
that  is  the  reason  why  Members  ~ 
been  put  to  the  inconvenience  of 
prolonged  sitting.  The  Leader  of 
Opposition,  in  the  speech  he  m 
during  these  debates,  described 
Bill  as  the  most  extraordinary  Bill  of 
century.  I  think  that  description  i»  I 
amply  justified,  and  I  think  also  that  lb 
Bill  has  been  produced  and  carnal 
through  under  very  extraordinary 
stances.  This  is  the  sixth  night  on 
we  have  dealt  with  this  question,  aai 
there  are  much  more  urgent  demands  <* 
the  attention  of  Parliament.  Only  tka- 
afternoon  the  Leader  of  the  House  w» 
asked  on  what  date  he  would  bring  for 
ward  the  Indian  Budget.  He  was  asht 
that  question  in  view  of  an  accumulate 
of  suffering  on  the  people  of  India  which 
is  unparalleled  in  history,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  reply  that  he- 
could  just  give  one  afternoon  in  the 
course  of  next  week  for  discussing  the 
fate  and  fortunes  of  250  millions  of  people 
stricken  by  famine  and  plague  and  almost 
every  other  evil  that  can  befall  a  nation. 
Again,  200  Members  of  this  House  asked 
for  two  or  three  hours  to  pass  a  Bill 
dealing  with  an  important  branch  of  the 
salvation  of  this  country  from  the  vice  of 
drink,  and  that  request  was  refused.  A 
most  important  question,  affecting  the 
welfare  of  millions  of  people,  has  bean 
refused  discussion,  while  to  an  unjust 
measure  like  this  Bill  the  Government 
have  given  six  nights  of  most  precious 
time.  The  Leader  of  the  House  made  an 
impassioned  reply  to  the  speech  of  the 
late  Home  Secretary,  and  he  made  one 
observation  in  the  course  of  that  reply  to 
which  I  will  allude.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman laid  down  this  proposition,  which  is 
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iiying  to  me  and  most  astonishing  as 
Kng  from  him,  that  he  would  be  better 
Bed  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fitf ember  for  East  Fifeshire  had  allowed 
•debate  to  proceed  on  the  lines  on 
ah  it  has  hitherto  been  conducted, 
fcely  between  the  official  representa- 
•B  of  the  Irish  Government  and  the 
k  Members.  He  indignantly  objected 
►Tfce  intervention  of  one  of  the  ablest 
tubers  of  this  House  in  an  Irish  debate. 
m&  would  have  been  permissible  if  it 
fee  from  one  who  believed  that  Ireland 
*nld  be  governed  by  the  Irish  Mem- 
« ;  but  this  indignant  surprise  at  a 
"feh  Member  venturing  to  intervene 
►*ween  the  official  representatives  of  the 
■h  Government  and  the  Irish  Members 
ne  very  strangely  from  one  of  the  high 
ests  of  Unionism  in  this  House.  It  is 
ite  true  that  the  debates  on  this  Bill 
re  been  mainly  left  to  the  Chief  Sec- 
ary  and  the  Irish  Members,  not  only  as 
the  making  of  the  speeches,  but  also 
to  the  hearing  of  the  speeches.  We 
re  conducted  these  debates  with  only  the 
ief  Secretary  and  the  Attorney  General 
Ireland  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  and  an 
asional  visit  from  the  Leader  of  the 
use,  and  the  Irish  Members  not  in 
h  large  number  as  I  should  like,  but 
1  in  considerable  number  on  these 
iches.  The  benches  opposite  were  as  a 
a  deserted,  or  perhaps  occupied  by  two 
three  phantoms — I  use  the  word  in  a 
ritual  rather  than  a  physical  sense— 

0  made  more  conspicuous  the  absence 
;he  general  body  of  the  Conservative 
•ty.  But  when  the  division  bells  were 
tg  these  gentlemen  who  had  not  heard 
ingle  word  of  the  speech,  and  who,  I 
lture  to  say,  would  not  pass  the  most 
mary  examination  as  to  the  provisions  • 

even  the  first  clause  of  the  Bill,  [ 
oped  in  from  the  terrace,  the  i 
ofee       rooms,      and       the       library,  ! 

1  voted    down     the     representatives  i 
Ireland,  not  in   accordance  with  the  i 

;uments,  because   they    did   not    hear  ( 
m,  but  at  the  direction  of  the  Whips  j 
their    party.       Therefore,    when  the  j 
st  Lord  of  the  Treasury  objected  to  the  | 
Brvention   of  the   right  hon.    Member 
East   Fife,    who   made    a  most   able 
I  brilliant  speech,  I  think  he  would  have  ( 
en    more   logical   ground  if    he    had 
ed  not  only  that  the  debates  should  be  , 
fined    to  the   representatives   of   the  j 
h  Government    and  the  Irish  Mem- 
s,  but  that  the  voting  should  be  con- 1 


fined  to  them  also.  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  the  statement  of  the  Leader 
of  the  House  that  a  great  reduction  of 
rents  had  taken  place  in  Ulster.  That 
was  an  avowal  I  was  very  glad  to  hear.  I 
do  not  know  whether  his  knowledge  of 
that  fact  was  the  result  of  these  debates, 
but  I  think  he  happened  to  be  in  the 
House  when  we  were  dealing  with  that  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  question.  He  followed 
that,  however,  with  the  astounding  state- 
ment that  in  Ulster  the  tenants'  improve- 
ments had  always  been  protected  by  the 
Ulster  custom.  Did  that  statement  come 
as  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  1  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man accept  it  1 

Mr.    G.    W.     BALFOUR:     Broadly 
speaking,  yes.% 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR:  Then  I  can 
only  say  that  "broadly  speaking"  the 
ignorance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
almost  as  great  as  the  ignorance  of  his- 
brother.  When  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  says  that  the  tenants  in  Ulster 
were  protected  as  to  their  improvements, 
I  assume  he  means  by  the  Ulster  custom. 
But  every  Ulster  man  knows  that  the 
Ulster  custom  was  confined  to  the  right 
of  free  sale,  and  that  right  of  free  sale 
did  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
landlord  to  raise  the  rent  on  the  incoming; 
tenant  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  in- 
coming tenant  had  paid  fdr  that  right. 
The  Ulster  men  were  in  a  state  of  more 
aggravated  revolt  than  any  other  part  of 
Ireland.  The  First  Lord  accepted  the 
fact — he  could  not  deny  it  on  the  statistics- 
presented  to  the  House — that  the  highest, 
reductions  took  place  in  the  northern 
province  ;  but  what  did  that  prove  1  It 
proved  the  hypocrisy  of  the  cry  of  the 
landlords  that  the  reduction  of  the  rents, 
was  the  production  of  political  agitation 
and  not  of  their  own  rack-rents  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  In  the  county  of 
Armagh  the  reductions  in  the  rent 
amounted  to  28  per  cent.,  and  in  the 
county  of  Down,  the  most  loyal  of  all  the 
counties,  the  reductions  of  rent  made  by 
private  agreement  reached  the  extra- 
ordinary figure  of  40  per  cent.  ;  and  it 
was  in  these  very  counties  where  rack- 
renting  had  been  most  triumphant.  Yet 
it  is  in  these  counties  that  the  largest 
amount  of  the  bribe  provided  by  this 
Bill  will  be  given  to  the  Irish  land- 
lords. I  do  not  see  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  lot  T&ottisi  kra\»^ 
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in  his  place,  but  if  ho  were  here  I 
would  tell  him  that,  instead  of  the 
landlords  in  these  counties  having  a  right 
of  complaint  against  the  Government, 
they  have  been  the  spoiled  children  and 
curled  darlings  of  this  Administration. 
The  Irish  landlords  are  the  only  class  in 
this  community  who  have  been  able  to 
come  to  this  House  and  get  compensation 
for  the  reduction  of  their  revenue  brought 
about  by  economic  and  insurmountable 
causes.      The  Duke   of    Devonshire  said 


mand  that  because  their  rents  hire  i 
reduced  16  per  cent. — half  the  rods 
in  England — they  want  more  coop 
tion.  And  the  Chief  Secretary,  addai 
these  poor  gilded  paupers,  an,* 
me  see,  what  fund  is  there  i 
we  can  draw  upon  in  air 
put  another  dole  into  their  poeol 
And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tiko: 
unprotected  Church  Fund,  make*  a 1 
at  it,  and  gives  out  of  it  practical 
millions  of  money  to  the  landlords  iff 


some  time  ago  that  he  had  to  submit  to  ;  land,  who  had  had  their  rents  nk 


a  16  per  cent,  reduction  of  rent  on  his 
estates  in  Ireland,  while,  on  a  similar  estate 
in  Somerset,  the  reduction  had  been  35 
per  cent.  But  the  difference  between 
them  is  this :  that  for  the  reduction  on 
his  English  estate  he  got  no  compensation 


16  per  cent.,  instead  of  35  per  cot! 
England.  The  whole  calculated  arfi 
tended  effect  of  this  Bill  and  of  swhl 
legislation  is  that  the  provision  i 
consequences  of  the  Land  Act  of  19 
and   the   Act  passed  by  the  right  h 


full  and  adequate  compensation  sbl 
given  for  the  reductions  of  real 
Ireland  by  successive  hauls  from 
Irish  Church  Fund.  These  are 
reasons  why  we.  oppose  this 
I     know     it    will     pass    into   law 


whatever,  always  excepting  the  Agricul-    Gentleman  himself,  shall  be  nullified,! 

tural  Rating  Act.     And  he  dare  not  come 

to  ask  this  Mouse,  because  his  rent  had 

been  reduced  '55  per  cent.,  to  make  it  up 

to  him.     Even  if  he  went  to  the  House 

where  he  sits,  which  is  the  guardian  on 

the  social  and  political  interests   of  the 

landlords,  and  said,  "  I  want  compensation 

because  my  rents  in  Somerset  have  been 

reduced     :)»    per   cent./'    he    would    be 

laughed  to  scorn.     But  when  the  loss  is 

16  per  cent,  in  Ireland,  that  changes  his 

character   from   an   English   to  an  Irish 

landlord  ;      and     he   goes   to   the    Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland,  who  says   to   him, 

<;  My  poor  gilded  pauper,   I  really  must 

come  to  your  relief,  because  you  have  had 


has  been  fought  very  steadily  hi 
House.  I  do  not  think  it  has  ba 
fairly  fought,  considering  its  impoi 
I  believe  that  in  another  place  it  i 
received  rapturously,  and  welcome 
open  arms.  But  this  cannot  go 
ever.  The  Irish  landlords  have  gc 
last  dole,  although  their  clamorc 
mands  have  not  yet  beeen  exhaus 
this  Bill  shows.     I  hope  this  will 


16  per  cent,  taken  off  your  rents."  And  !  last  session  of  the  present  House  < 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forthwith  pro-  !  mons,  and  I  trust  that,  if  we  all 
•ceeds  to  bring  in  the  Local  Govern-  j  be  Members  of  a  future  House  o 
merit  Bill  for  Ireland,  and  because  !  mons,  one  of  the  first  measures  v 
their  Graces  have  been  gracious  even  the  present  Chief  Secretar 
enough  to  extend  to  Ireland  the  local  j  oihee,  will  be  introduced  will  be 
liberties  given  by  consent  of  all  parties  in  j  put  an  end  to  this  long  and 
England  and  Wales  and  Scotland,  and  j  tating  social  struggle  between 
which  must  therefore  have  come  inevit-  :  in  Ireland,  and  dispose  of  the  cli 
ably  to  Ireland  by  the  logic  of  events,  \ 
his  Grace  and  the  class  to  which  he  be-  ! 
longs  are  immediately  relieved  of  practi-  ; 
cally  all  contribution  to  the  local  expenses  : 
of  Ireland.      But,  not  satisfied  with  that  ; 

dole,  they  go  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  j      The     House     divided  : — Ayes, 
two  or  three  sessions  afterwards  and  de-  [  Noes,  74.     (Division  List  No.   22* 


the  Irish  landlords   by  a  scheme 
purchase. 

(Question  put. 


Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Balfoui\Kt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Jialfour,litHii  C«raldW(  Leeds 
Barry,UtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 
15each,litHonSirM.H.(Bristol) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 


AYES. 

liethell,  Commander 
lilakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 


Butcher,  John  George 
Carnon,  lit.  Hon.  Sir 
Cavcndish,Y.C.\V(I)e 
Cecil,  Evelyn,  (Hertfc 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  ((in 
Chamlicrluin,  lit  Hn. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (y 
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Hardy,  Laurence 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
La wson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  WilliamEdw.  H. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cu  mining 
Manner**,  Lord  Ed.  Wm.  J. 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor  " 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  FredtMonm'thsh. 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(Bute 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
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Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ren  to  til,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  RtHnSirMatthew,  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney). 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hon. Col. E.J. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire). 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch 
Smith.  James  Park  er(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand). 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.Edw.  Murray 
Warde.Lieut. -Col.  C.E.  (Kent). 
Welby,Lt-Col  A.  C.  E.  (Tauntn) 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-  (Biim 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
AVyvill,  Marmaduke  D' Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anslruther. 
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NOES. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jamieson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.  A.(Qn.'s  C. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  William(Cornwall) 
M'Derinott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 


O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W*. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  William 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.)* 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Redmond  John  E.(Waterford) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees), 
Shaw,  Chas.  Ed.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J. (Forfarshire). 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath). 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Williams,John  Carvell  (Notts). 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester.  N. 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East). 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien 


The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  94  ;  Noes,, 
58.     (Division  List  No.  224.) 


AYES. 

Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bui  lard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H, 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.  (Derbysh. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm. 
C/iamiberIain,J  Austen(\Vorc'i 


Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalryinple,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Deuisou 
¥el\o^ea,  Hon.  &t\\T3tl  ILtor 
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Finch,  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 

FitzGerald,SirRobertPenrose- 

Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 

Fry,  Lewis 

Oedge,  Sydney 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 

•  Goldsworthy,  Major- General 
-  Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 

Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 

•  Grenville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hanbury ,  Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirEDurninff-(Corn. 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  William  E.H. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Billson,  Alfred 

Brigg,  John 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Caldwell,  James 

•Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Commins,  Andrew 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Cunan,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  j 
■discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL  [Lords],  j 
Order  for  resuming  adjourned  Debate  | 
on  Amendment  to  Second  Reading  [21st  j 
May]  read,  and  discharged ;  Bill  with- , 
drawn. 

SAVINGS  BANKS  AND    FRIENDLY      ' 
SOCIETIES   BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged;  Bill  withdrawn. 

DOGS  REGULATION  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL  [Lords]. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 


{COMMONS} 

Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  J. 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monmouth.) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  RtHn  A  Graham  (Bute 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Pret^man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 

NOES. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonsh. ) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonneil,Dr.  M  A(Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


the  House. 

Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyro*; 
Saunderson,RtRn  CoLE 
Seely,  Charles  Hilun 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Ck 
Simeon,  Sir  Barringta 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Chiiad 
Smith,JamesParker{k 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.D.(9i 
Stanley,  Edw.  J«l  <Sm 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,Wm  Edw.M 
Welby.Lfc-CoLACEfli 
Williams,  J.  Powell.  0 
Willox,  Sir  John  Arttt 
Wortley,  Rt.  HilC.BJ 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndnam,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmadakeiy 

Tellers  for  thi  i 
Sir  William  Walra 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  William 
Paulton,  James  Mellai 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nor 
Power,  Patrick  Jotepl 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry 
Redmond,  John  £.  (W 
Samuel,  J.  (Stocktons 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  ( 
Stanhope,  Hon  Philip 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wert 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Dom 
Tanner,  Charles  Kear 
Tennant,  Harold  Johi 
Williams,John  Carvel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cava 

Tellers    for   the 
Captain  Donelan  i 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


i  PALATINE  COURT  OF   DURHA] 

!  [Lords]. 

|      Order  for  resuming  Adjourned 
I  on  Second  Reading  [2nd  April]  r« 
!  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

j  REFORMATORY  AND  INDUS'] 
j  SCHOOLS    (SCOTLAND)    Bn 

I  Order  for  Second  Reading  re* 
j  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

LUNACY    BILL    [Lords]. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  rea 
j  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

|  MILITARY  MANOEUVRES  BILL 
|      Order  for  Second  Reading   rea 
j  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

j  In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the 
|  of  this  day,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourn 
j  House  without  Question  put. 

|  Adjourned  at  a  quarte 

I  Two  of  th 
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iUSE    OF    LORDS. 
ruesdayt  17 th  July,  1900. 


TVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


ord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
lat  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
e  Examiners  that  the  further 
;  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
have  been  complied  with  : — 

n  (St.  Luke)  Provisional  Order, 
n  (South  wark)  Provisional  Order. 

ime  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


T  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Jueen's  consent,  and  the  consent 

Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
i  right  of  his  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 

;     and   Bill  reported  from   the 
ommittee  with  Amendments. 
3EEN    CORPORATION    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

IERLAND    COUNTY   COUNCIL 
(BRIDGES)    BILL. 

•ted  with  Amendments. 

ON    AND    NORTH-WESTERN 
tAlLWAY  (WALES)  BILL. 

t  from  the  Select  Committee, 
e  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
e  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
3n  thereto  having  been  with- 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
The  Orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
id  6th  July  last  discharged ;  and 
imitted. 

INDIAN  PENINSULA  RAILWAY 
COMPANY  BILL. 

d,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
y  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
lght  from  the  House  of  Commons 
read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
i  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
d  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a ; 
o ;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly. 

URBAN    DISTRICT    COUNCIL 
BILL. 

3a,  and  passed. 

ASHIRE,   DERBYSHIRE,   AND 
ST  COAST  RAILWAY  BILL. 

3°,  with  the  Amendments ; 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed, 
irned  to  the  Commons. 


LAMBETH  WATER  BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

NORTH   METROPOLITAN    ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

SOUTH   WALES   ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  la  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

WESTGATE  AND  BIRCHINGTON 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

LEE  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
AND  CANAL  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

GAS    ORDERS   CONFIRMATION  (No.  1> 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

HAMILTON,    MOTHERWELL,    AND 
WISHAW  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to,  with  an  Amend- 
ment. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 

Committed :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday 
next. 
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Charitable  Loans 
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(Ireland)  Bill 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3°  on  Thursday 
next.  * 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Bead    3a    (according  to  Order),    and 


ELECTRIC     LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Read    3*    (according    to  Order),   and 


PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3°  on  Thursday 
next. 

LONDON   (CLERKENWELL    AND   HOL- 
BORN)  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

LONDON  (POPLAR)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday  next. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

ROCHDALE  CORPORATION  BILL. 

WEST  HAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

PLYMOUTH,     STONEHOUSE,    AND 
DEVONPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

CROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND  IM- 
PROVEMENTS BILL. 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  1) 
BILL. 

KINGSCOURT,  READY,  AND  ARMAGH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

NEWRY,  READY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY  BILL. 


GREAT    NORTHERN    RAILWAY 
LAND)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
tion,  That  the  Earl  Temple  be  pr 
to  the  House  as  a  member  of  toe 
Committee  on  the  said  Bills  i 
place  of  the  Lord  Stanmore ;  ret 
agreed  to. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,  Ei 


TRADE    REPORT8. 

I.  Annual  Series: — No.    2474. 
(Sardinia);   No.    2475.     Brazil  ( 
Janeiro);    No.    2476.       United 
(Boston) ;  No.  2477.  Turkey  (Era 
No.  2478.     China  (Chefoo). 

II.  Miscellaneous  Series  : — N< 
Present  state  of  Belgian  coal,  me 
glass  industries. 

CAPE    COLONY. 
Correspondence  relating  to  th< 
of  the  Cape  Colony. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


WORKMEN'S    COMPENSATION 
(1897)  EXTENSION  BILL 

Returned    from    the    Commoi 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

POOR  REMOVAL  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Co 
without  amendment,  and  to  be  re 
Thursday  next. 

DIOCESAN  REGISTRATION  BII 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Co 
without  further  amendment ;  th< 
of  the  amendments  made  in  Co 
of  the  whole  House  to  be  recc 
Thursday  next. 

BEER  RETAILERS'  AND  SPIRj 
CERS'  LICENCES  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Reported    from    the    Standing 
mittee  without  further  amendmc 
Report  of  the  Amendments  made 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  to  be 
on  Monday  next. 

CHARITABLE  LOANS  (IRELAN1 
Reported    from    the    Standinj 
mittee  without  amendment,   am 
read  3*  on  Thursday  tv^xfc. 
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/TY  TO  WILD  ANIMALS   IN 

CAPTIVITY  BILL. 
;ed  from  the  Standing  Com- 
nthout  further  amendment :  the 
f  the  Ameadments  made  in  Com- 
the  whole  House  to  be  received 
lay  next. 

INT  SHIPPING  (LIABILITY 
HIPOWNERS     AND      OTHERS) 

;ed  from  the  Standing  Committee 
further  amendment ;  the  Report 
Amendment  made  in  Committee 
rhole  House  to  be  received  on 
i  next. 

:rs  of  local  authorities 
relief  bill  [h.l.] 

;ed  from  the  Standing  Committee 
her  Amendments ;  the  Report  of 
mdments  made  in  Committee  of 
)le  House  and  by  the  Standing 
ee,  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
d  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended. 

TY  COURTS  (IRELAND)  BELL 

[H.L.]. 

INARY  SURGEONS  (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL. 

>ed  from  the  Standing  Committee 
Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3" 
day  next. 

1  RENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

it  from    the  Commons.      Read 

printed ;  and  to  be  read  2a  on 

f   next.--(The    Lord  Ashbourne.) 

AND  BOROUGH   FRANCHISE 
IlLATION  (LONDON)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

oi  the  Day  for  the  Second  Jtead- 


FARQUHAR:  My  Lords,  so 
-ed  is  the  subject  of  the  qualifica- 
i  elector  that  any  measure  which 
it  will,  I  am  sure,  be  welcomed 
Lordships.  The  object  of  this 
ch  we  may  justly  term  a  non- 
us  Bill,  is  to  assimilate  the 
Council  with  the  parochial 
and  to  obviate  the  anomaly  of 
»  of  electors  in  London  for  local 
>nt  purposes;  an  anomaly  that 
me  more  marked  when  the  elec- 


I  tions  under  the  London  Government  Act, 
;  1899,  take  place.  The  duties  of  the 
|  local  and  central  authorities  in  London 
|  are  so  analogous  that  the  distinc- 
i  tion  in  the  franchise  was  founded  on 
I  no  principle  of  logic,  economy,  or  con- 
!  venience.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  caused 
•  a  great  deal  of  confusion,  and  has  made 
I  the  registration  both  complicated  and 
|  expensive.  This  Bill  does  not  in 
any  way  interfere  with  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise,  nor  does  it  create 
a  new  franchise.  It  has  to  do 
purely  with  the  domestic  affairs  of 
London,  and  is  introduced  to  remedy  a 
disparity  in  the  electorate  which  has  no 
analogy  in  the  rest  of  the  country.  It 
will  remove  an  anomaly  in  the  London 
franchise  by  which  those  who  hold  the 
lodger  and  service  franchise  —  about 
100,000  in  number — while  having  the 
right  to  vote  in  parochial  elections,  are 
denied  the  right  to  vote  for  the  County 
Council.  The  Bill  will  also  put  the 
register  for  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  register  for  the  new  London 
Borough  Councils  on  the  same  basis, 
thereby  contributing  greatly  to  the 
simplification  of  the  preparation  of  the 
voters'  lists.  In  1894  lodgers  and  service 
voters  were  allowed  to  vote  for  vestries 
and  poor-law  guardians,  the  former  being 
the  rate-paying  authority,  and  the  two 
together  being  responsible  for  two-thirds 
of  the  rate  levied.  We  contend  that  a 
man  who  is  entitled  to  vote  for  the  rate- 
paying  authority  should  also  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  the  spending  body.  This  dis- 
crepancy in  the  franchise  may  be  termed 
of  fortuitous  creation,  and  its  assimilation 
would  be  but  a  logical  evolution.  The 
London  County  Council  have  unanimously 
approved  of  this  change,  and  the  Bill  has 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
without  any  objection  being  raised  to  it. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Lord  Farquhar.) 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  Lords,  I 
am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  support  most 
cordially  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  I  do  so  because  on  this  side  of  the 
House  all  extensions  of  the  franchise  are 
welcomed,  even  though,  as  in  this  case, 
they  are  not  Kkely  to  operate  favourably  to 
our  own  cause.  The  effect  of  this  Bill  is  to 
add  three  classes  of  electors  to  the  county 
council  electors  in  London.  At  this 
moment   the    London   Cowufcy    Cto\*x\R& 
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upon  them  the  same  powers  of  votii 
the  vestries  had.  That  being  *, 
anomaly  arises  that  there  are  in  Li 
two  rating  bodies — the  London  Coi 
Council  and  the  municipalities, 
object  of  my  noble  friend's  Bill  it 
throughout  the  rating  area  the  fra 
shall  be  the  same.  The  Governma 
not  oppose  the  Bill,  but  they  wub 
be  quite  understood  that  the  m 
must  not  be  taken  as  a  precedes 
endeavouring  to  depart  from  thepri 
1  have  mentioned  in'  cases  what 
anomaly  which  prevails  in  Londoi 
not  exist.  And  if,  therefore,  it  aho 
sought  to  extend  these  non-rate 
branches  to  provincial  county  c 
and  municipal  boroughs,  the  que* 
ima-  volved  must  be  regarded  asbeir 
way  affected  by  the  fact  that  this 
been  allowed  to  become  law. 


electors  consist  of  two  classes — house- 
holders and  women.  To  those  classes  will 
be  added  by  this  Bill  lodgers,  service 
voters,  and  freeholders.  I  am  afraid  we  who 
hold  Liberal  opinions  do  not  expect  to  get 
much  advantage  from  the  addition  of  those 
voters  to  the  register ;  but  we  welcome 
the  power  being  given  them  to  vote,  be- 
cause we  believe  that  the  wider  the  basis 
of  the  franchise  the  better  it  will  be  for 
the  country.  We  may,  however,  justly 
complain  that  when  this  measure  was 
brought  in  the  opportunity  was  not  taken 
to  remove  some  of  the  gross  anomalies 
which  exist  with  regard  to  the  period 
required  for  the  qualification  to 
vote.  The  desire  of  the  promoters 
of  this  Bill  is  to  enable  more  people 
to  vote,  and  one  would  have 
gined  that  they  would  also  have 
endeavoured  to  make  it  as  easy  as  pos- 
sible for  men  to  get  upon  the  register. 
They  make  no  change  in  regard  to  the 
period  of  occupation,  and  a  man  who 
enters  into  occupation  in  August  will  still 
be  unable  to  get  upon  the  register  for 
twenty-three  months.  That  is  a  gross 
anomaly  in  the  present  law,  and  one 
which  should  be  remedied.  Even  though 
it  may  be  argued  that  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  reduce  the  period  of  qualification 
for  the  Parliamentary  franchise,  surely 
for  local  purposes  the  qualification  might 
be  reduced  to  six  months.  If  this  were 
done  a  great  boon  would  be  conferred 
upon  Londoners.  I  think  a  considerable 
burden  of  responsibility  lies  on  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  for  not  having  pro- 
posed some  reform  in  the  way  I  have 
suggested. 

♦Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  My 
Lords,  I  have  been  asked  to  state  what 
are  the  views  of  the  Local  Government  i 
Board  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  which  is  ' 
not  without  its  importance  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  the  proposition  before  the 
House  being  to  add  some  100,000  voters 
to  the  register  of  the  London  County 
Council.  The  men  it  is  now  proposed  to 
enfranchise  have  not  hitherto  been  placed 
on  the  register  of  voters  for  the  London 
County  Council,  in  pursuance  of  the  prin- 
ciple that  those  who  elect  the  body  who 
impose  a  rate  should  bear  the  burden  of 
that  rate.  In  1894  the  lodger  and  service 
suffrages  were  conferred  in  respect  of  the 
vestries.  By  the  Act  of  last  year  the 
London  municipalities  became  the  succes- 
sors  of  the  vestries,  and  had  conferred 

Lord  Ttoeedmauth 


On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bill 
accordingly,  and  committed  to 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on 
next. 

ATTENDANCE  OF  PEERS 
COMMITTEES. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOV 
information  for  which  I  moi 
believe,  kept  in  the  House,  and  if 
printed  and  circulated,  it  woul 
good  deal  of  valuable  information 
Lordships.  I  therefore  move 
Return  standing  in  my  name. 

Moved,   for    a    Return    show 
attendance  of  individual  Peers  c 
Committees   in    1897,    1898,    18 
distinguishing     Committees    on 
Bills. — (Earl  of  Camperdow*.} 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 


Return 
House. 


ordered  to  be  laid  be 


WAR  OFFICE  RECONSTRUCT!* 
ARMY    REOKGANISATK) 

♦The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  :  M 
in  asking  the  noble  Marquess  tl 
tary  of  State  for  War  the  questic 
ing  in  my  name,  I  need  not  deti 
Lordships  by  a  long  list  of  mili 
ficiencies,  or  a  long  indictment  of 
Office.  I  think  I  may  safely  clai 
census  of  opinion  as  to  the  neec 
the  reconstruction  of  the  War  C 
use  the  word  "  Yfc£OTv«ta>\<&\<&Ti., 
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army  corps  for  which  provision  was 
wanted.  It  is  most  important  that  the 
country  should  know  who  will  be  respon- 
sible in  the  future  for  calculating  the 
military  needs  of  the  Empire.  The  re- 
organisation of  the  Army  is  one  matter. 
To  fill  the  ranks  with  men  of  the  right 
stamp  is  another.  Unless  Her  Majesty's 
Government  can  solve  the  problem  of  re- 
cruiting, manifestly  the  solution  of  all  other 
military  problems  will  be  of  no  value, 
because  the  Army  will  have  no  men.  The 
receipt  for  increasing  the  quantity  of 
recruits  has  hitherto  been  to  diminish 
their  quality — that  is,  to  lower  the  stan- 
dard of  physical  development.  The  rfoble 
Marquess  has  told  us  that  he  does  not 
think  an  increase  of  pay  for  the  Army 
and  the  Militia  would  give  results  propor- 
tionate to  the  increased  expenditure.  I 
do  not  know  why  the  noble  Marquess 
considers  that  the  Army  should  form  the 
solitary  exception  to  those  influences 
which  always  have  governed,  and  still 
govern,  the  labour  market  of  the  world, 
namely  wages.  I  recognise  that  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  Army  is  to  incur  a 
freat  cost  which  is  in  itself  a  great  «evil. 
(ut  in  my  opinion  conscription  is  a 
greater  evil,  and  the  greatest  evil  of  all 
is  a  wholly  insufficient  Army.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  separate  at  the 
present  moment  the  reconstruction  of 
the  War  Office  and  the  reorganisation  of 
the  Army  from  the  still  wider  question 
of  Imperial  defence.  Until  a  few  months 
ago  it  was  an  article  of  faith  in  this 
country  that  the  fate  of  the  Empire  would 
be  decided  by  battles  fought  either  upon 
the  sea,  or,  if  the  worst  came  to  *the 
worst,  at  home.  Recent  events  have 
shown  that  such  decisive  battles  may  be 
fought,  and  probably  will  be  fought, 
neither  upon  the  sea  nor  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  in  Africa,  in  Asia,  or  in 
some  other  continent.  Hence  the  press- 
ing need  of  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
Imperial  defence.  From  among  the  many 
lessons  of  the  war  in  South  Africa,  one 
stands  out  like  stone,  and  it  is  this,  that 
without  the  help  of  our  colonies  we 
should  never  have  gone  through  with  the 
war  in  the  way  which  we  have  done.  Pre- 
sumably in  any  scheme  of  Imperial  defence 
the  colonies  will  be  invited  to  join,  as 
may  seem  good  to  themselves.  Then,  if 
we  are  to  have  an  Imperial  Army,  is  it  to 
be  a  paper  army  only,  or  will  it  be 
assembled  from  time  to  time  for  the  pur- 
poses of  training  and  comradeship  1   Now, 


of  building  anew  upon  a  cleared 
as  opposed  to  patching  up  an 
Equated  structure.  I  apprehend  that 
A-work  policy  would  not  be  accert- 
"fco  your  Lordships.  For  instance,  an 
lixy  into  the  War  Office  by  officials 
ox-officials,  or  still  more  useless,  an 
lirv  by  means  of  a  Depart- 
ttal  Committee.  Possibly  the 
il©  Marquess  could  indicate  in 
ae  the  principles  upon  which  the 
rtment  over  which  he  presides  will 
Uae  course  be  reconstructed.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  South  African  cam- 
the  Commander  in  Chief  advised 
country  that  war  was  a  game  of  ups 
"  downs.  But  of  the  latter  we  have 
erienced  a  greater  share  than  can  be 
rly  ascribed  to  bad  luck  alone.  It  is 
Dm  the  real  reasons  for  our  reverses,  and 
)  from  the  supposed  causes  of  our  sue- 
that  the  most  valuable  lessons  of 
_  .-ie  war  are  to  be  learnt.  It  is  impossible 
E^feo  conceive  any  scheme  for  Army  re- 
alisation at  the  present  moment 
Kch  has  not  been  preceded  by  an  in- 
quiry into  the  reasons  for  our  failures  in 
South  Africa.  But,  my  Lords,  if  such  an 
inquiry  is  to  command  the  confidence  of 
.the  country,  if  it  is  to  arouse  that  national 
interest     in     military      matters     indis- 

Smsable  for  the  future  development  of 
e  Army,  its  results  must  be  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  Parliament.  It  is 
essential  that  Parliament  should  know 
the  advice  upon  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  founds  his  plan  of  reconstruction. 
When  we  know  the  real  reasons  for  our 
disasters,  then  we  can  take  the  first  step 
towards  the  reorganisation  of  the  Army. 
The  second  step  is  the  formation  of  a 
correct  idea  of  the  military  needs  of  the 
Empire.  Previous  to  the  present  war, 
the  defence  of  the  Empire  was  considered 
amply  secured  by  two  Army  corps  for 
service  abroad,  and  one  for  home  defence. 
In  round  numbers  that  means  120,000 
men.  We  have  now  an  army  of  more 
than  220,000  men  in  South  Africa,  in 
addition  to  our  home  forces.  With  an 
error  so  colossal  as  the  basis  of  all  calcula- 
tion in  time  of  peace,  there  is  small  wonder 
that  war  should  have  revealed  dangerous 
military  deficiencies.  This  miscalculation 
seems  to  me  in  no  way  the  fault  of  the 
War  Office.  The  War  Office  was  told,  I 
presume,  by  the  Cabinet  that  its  maximum 
.output  was  to  be  three  army  corps.  On 
the  outbreak  of  war  it  was  not  three 
jarmy  corps   but   the  equivalent   of  six 
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an  Imperial  Army  can  no  more  l>e  trained 
for  the  field  in  England  than  a  racehorse 
can  be  trained  to  gallop  in  a  kitchen 
garden.  Where,  then,  is  the  Imperial 
Army  of  the  future  to  receive  its  field 
training  ?  Is  such  a  force  to  be  trained 
where  the  Imperial  Army  now  is,  and 
where  a  strong  garrison  must  always  be 
maintained,  in  South  Africa  1  South 
Africa  is  close  to  India  and  the  East.  It 
is  not  far  from  Egypt  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean. It  is  a  half-way  house  for 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.  It  is  not, 
as  we  gratefully  acknowledge,  beyond  the 
reach  of  Canada.  Then  the  climate  is 
magnificent,  and  the  area  for  field  train- 
ing and  manomvres  unlimited.  Finally, 
the  concentration  for  the  field  training  of 
an  Imperial  Army  in  South  Africa  would 
perfect  our  system  of  sea  transport  for 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  and 
enable  us  to  acquire  that  rapid  mobility 
which  the  defence  of  our  Empire  abso- 
lutely demands.  I  have  brought  these 
questions  to  the  notice  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, well  knowing  that  it  is  impossible 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  deal 
with  them  during  this  session  ;  but  before 
next  session  we  hope  to  welcome  home  a 
victorious  army.  My  Lords,  I  fear  lest 
that  triumphant  return,  by  obliterating 
the  memory  of  disasters,  should  become 
the  means  of  establishing  more  firmly 
than  ever  that  old  order  which  ought 
now  to  change  and  give  place  to  the  new. 
I  therefore  beg  to  ask  the  noble  Mar- 
quess whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  inquire  into  the  deficiencies  of 
our  military  system,  and  to  submit  the 
results  to  Parliament  with  a  view  to  the 
reconstruction  of  the  War  Office  and  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Army. 


/ 


♦Tun  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  we  are  most  anxious  to  with- 
hold from  your  Lordships'  House  no  in- 
formation with  regard  to  military  matters 
which  you  may  reasonably  desire  to 
possess,  and  I  think  I  shall  not  be  contra- 
dicted when  I  say  that  during  the  debates 
that  have  taken  place  this  year  we  have 
invariably  given  the  House  frank  and 
full  information  both  with  regard  to 
matters  of  fact,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
with  regard  to  our  own  intentions.  But 
I  think  the  questions  which  the  noble 
Duke  has  addressed  to  me  carry  us  to  a 
point  at  which  I  may  fairly  ask,  and  at 
which  I  think  the   noble  Duke  himself 

The  Duke  of  Bedford. 


will  almost  expect  me  to  uk,  fa 
forbearance.  Indeed,  die  nohle" 
his  concluding  words,  nude  it, 
pretty  clear  that  he  did  not 
should  give  him  a  full  and  del 
upon  the  many  points  he 
He  asked  me  whetner  it  was  our 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
ciencies  of  our  military  system ; 
that  inquiry  would  be  made 
to  the  reconstruction  of  the  W'u 
and  the  reorganisation  of  the 
whether  I  could  place  him  in 
of  the  principles  upon  which  t&tt 
struction  was  to  take  place ;  vrto 
were  informing  ourselves  as  to  the 
of  the  reverses  which  had  been 
during  the  course  of  the  South 
campaign;  whether  we  were 
addressing  ourselves  to  the 
problem;  whether  we  were 
the  military  needs  of  the 
whether  we  were  elaborating  a  m 
Imperial  defence  in  which  the 
were  to  have  a  part,  and  which, 
understand  the  noble  Duke,  was  to 
volve  a  system  of  training  the 
Army  partly  upon  the  sea  and 
South  Africa;  and  finally,  whether 
were  going  to  submit  the  whole  of  m 
proposals  to  Parliament.  I  venture  t» 
say  that  in  the  history  of  Parliament 
many  formidable  questions  were  dot 
compressed  into  a  speech  so  brief  as  th» 
which  the  noble  Duke  has  delivered  1 
cannot  give  the  noble  Duke  infonn&tioi 
upon  the  whole  of  these  points — npn 
some  of  them  we  do  not  possess  the  in- 
formation ourselves  ;  but  if  the  object  A 
the  noble  Duke  is  to  obtain  from  me  i 
general  assurance  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  spare  no  effort  to 
turn  to  account  the  experience  acquired 
during  the  course  of  the  present  cam- 
paign, that  assurance  I  give  him  in  the 
strongest  and  most  unqualified  terms.  I 
say,  further,  that  if  the  conclusions  to  be 
derived  from  that  experience  are  such  ts 
to  lead  to  the  belief  that  changes  are 
necessary  either  in  the  organisation  of 
the  Army  or  in  the  system  under  which 
the  Army  is  administered,  we  shall  ap- 
proach those  questioTis  with  minds  un- 
biassed by  preconceived  opinions,  and 
with  the  determination  to  ask  Parliament 
for  the  means  of  giving  effect  to  any 
changes  which  may  be  proved  to  be 
necessary.  But  in  a  case  of  this  kind  it 
is  surely  true  to  say  that  the  only  solid 
foundation  upon  which  we  can  set  to  work 
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foundation  of  ascertained  facts,  and 

many  of  the  facts  we  must  perforce 

ent  be  but  imperfectly  acquainted 

the  war  is  still  in  progress.      Until 

facts  have  been  ascertained  I  do  not 

it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  give 

loble  Duke  any  information  as  to  the 

it  to  which  either  the  reorganisation 

b  "fel^e  Army  or  the  reconstruction  of  the 

^■fcar  Office  might  possibly  be  desirable ; 

*PVl   less  can  I  tell  him,  even  in  outline, 

B**>xi  what  principles  that  reconstruction 

^  "lalcely  to  proceed.     Reorganisation  and 

>nstruction  are  very  big  words  ;  they 

words  which  seem  to  afford  infinite 

olation  to  the  minds  of  many  people 

use  them ;  but  they  are  not  only  very 

words,  they  are  very  vague  words, 

I  confess  I  prefer  not  to  use  them 

tttil  I  have  in  my  mind  a  clear  idea  of 

\  meaning  which  I  wish  to  convey  by 

air  use.     That  this  war  will  lead  to 

^Sdbanges  in  the  organisation  of  the  Army, 

*>  in  its  training  and  equipment,  I  feel  myself 

£  *  yery  little  doubt.      But  I  would  put  it  to 

*t  the  noble  Duke  and  to  your  Lordships' 

:  a  House  that  we  can  scarcely  condemn  the 

.    whole    of    the    old    machinery,   we  can 

scarcely  begin  to  construct  new  machinery, 

until  we  have  made  ourselves  fully  aware 

of  the  extent  to  which  the  old  machinery 

has  broken  down,  the  points  at  which  it 

has  failed,  and,  above  all,   whether  the 

failure  has  been  due  to  imperfections  of 

the  machinery  itself  or  to  errors  on  the 

SiTt  of  those  who  had  control  of  and 
rected  its  operations.  While  the  war  in 
South  Africa  is  still  in  progress  we  cannot 
obtain  evidence  upon  many  of  these 
points.  We  cannot  yet  obtain  a  class  of 
evidence  to  which  I,  for  my  part, 
attach  very  great  importance — I  mean 
the  evidence  not  of  the  critics, 
but  of  the  men  who  have  seen 
the  conduct  of  these  operations  upon  the 
spot,  and  to  whom  the  success  or  failure 
of  the  present  system  has  been  a  matter 
of  life  or  death.  When  the  campaign  is 
over,  as  we  all  hope  it  will  be  before  long, 
we  shall,  I  have  no  doubt,  have  ample 
opportunities  of  conferring  with  distin- 
guished soldiers  who  will  be  able  to  give 
us  most  valuable  evidence  on  points  of 
that  kind.  1  would  add  that  where  the 
war  has  taught  us  already  a  lesson  which 
appeared  to  us  clear  and  unmistakable  we 
have  not  hesitated  to  take  action.  I  cite 
in  support  of  this  what  we  are  doing  in 
regard  to  the  increase  and  rearmament  of 
the   artillery,  which  is  already  proceed- 


ing ;  I  cite  also  the  large  measures  which 
are  now  in  progress  for  building  up  a 
sufficient  reserve  of  military  stores  and 
equipment  of  all  kinds,  stores  which  have, 
in  my  opinion,  at  no  time  been  main- 
tained at  a  sufficient  amount,  and  which 
we  mean  to  accumulate  in  large  quanti- 
ties, and  under  conditions  which  I  hope 
will  render  it  incumbent  not  only  upon 
us,  but  upon  those  who  may  follow  us  to 
make  good  at  once  any  deficiency  in 
those  reserves  created  by  the  exceptional 
demands  of  a  great  campaign.  The 
noble  Duke  indicated  not  obscurely  his 
own  preference  for  an  external  inquiry  of 
some  kind.  I  should  like  to  throw  out 
for  his  consideration,  and  that  of  those 
who  believe  that  Committees  and  Com- 
missions are  a  panacea  for  all  the  ills  of 
the  body  politic,  this  reflection — if  you 
wish  for  speedy  and  effectual  improve- 
ments, are  you  quite  sure  that  inquiry 
by  Royal  Commission  is  the  best  way 
of  obtaining  it  1  When  you  have 
collected  those  men  of  sound  common 
sense — who,  the  experience  of  the  last 
few  days  seems  to  show,  are  either  very 
rare  or  very  reluctant  to  place  their 
services  at  the  disposal  of  the  country — 
they  are  apt  to  proceed  with  very  great 
deliberation  and  care.  The  result  is,  a 
long  time  passes  while  the  inquiry  is  pro- 
ceeding, and  you  are  very  fortunate 
indeed  if  you  get  advice  on  which  you 
can  act  at  once  without  further  delay  and 
without  further  investigation.  With  re- 
gard to  the  noble  Duke  s  suggestion  that 
whatever  we  may  determine  to  do  should 
be  fully  submitted  to  the  judgment  of 
Parliament,  I  cannot  conceive  that  any 
considerable  changes  either  in  Army 
organisation  or  administration  should  be 
made  except  under  conditions  which 
would  leave  to  Parliament  the  fullest 
opportunity  of  criticism  and  review.  I 
feel  perfectly  confident  that  whatever  is 
done  the  noble  Duke  and  other  Members 
of  the  House  who  take  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Army  will  not  be 
denied  the  amplest  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing and  considering  our  proposals. 

Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lords,  I  think 
we  ought  to  be  very  grateful  to  the  noble 
Duke  for  having  brought  this  subject 
forward.  I  think  we  may  also  con- 
gratulate ourselves  on  the  fact  that  the 
criticisms  of  the  War  Office  and  our 
generals  in  the  field  have  been  free  from 
the  party  spirit  which  marked  the  time 
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of  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the 
Crimean  war*  No  doubt  that  has  been 
brought  about,  to  a  groat  extent,  by 
modern  facilities  of  communication.  We 
now  have  the  telegraph  at  work,  and  any 
criticism  that  is  made  here  is  immediately 
reported,  not  only  to  our  generals,  who 
may  be  affected ,  but  also  to  our  opponents 
in  the  field.  As  I  have  said,  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  of  congratulation  that  this 
chaugu  has  taken  place.  But  at  the  same 
time  it  is  imperative  on  the  Government 
to  look  facts  in  the  face  and  see,  not  only 
what  defects  exist  in  the  organisation 
of  the  Army  at  home,  imt  what  militates 
against  success  in  carrying  on  war  in 
a  foreign  country.  No  doubt  things 
have  taken  place  which  show  the  neces- 
sity for  changes.  We  think  that  the 
opportunity  must  he  seized  to  look  into 
these  matters  in  time  of  peace,  m  order  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  will  prevent 
their  recurrence.  We  shall  probably  be 
obliged  to  keop  a  considerable  force  in 
South  Africa  for  some  time  to  come,  but 
the  training  of  the  Army  will  surely  take 
place  in  England  rather  than  in  South 
Africa.  I  can  hardly  think  that  the  noble 
l)i ike  means  that  the  main  instruction 
should  be  given  to  our  Army  in  South 
Africa.  The  noble  Duke  seems  to  look 
for  some  Commission  or  inquiry  inde 
pendent  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
I  venture  to  differ  from  him  entirely  in 
that.  I  think  the  Government  of  the  day 
themselves  must  be  responsible  for  a 
thorough,  entire,  and  complete  investiga* 
tinn  into  the  management  of  the  war, 
and  if  they  do  not  deal  with  it  completely 
and  satisfactorily  it  will  be  for  Parliament 
to  take  vigorous  action  if  they  consider 
the  action  of  the  Government  is  not 
sufficient.  I  hope  no  Com  mission  will  be 
appointed,  arid  that  the  Government  will 
investigate  the  whole  matter  themselves. 

*The  Eakl  of  WEMY8S :  My  Lords, 
I  am  very  glad  to  find  myself  in  agree- 
ment with  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  on  two  points.  He  said  that  re- 
organisation and  reconstruction  wen-  tw»> 
very  large  words,  and  with  that  descrip- 
tion I  agree.  I  think  the  noble  Duke  has 
done  good  service  in  bringing  this  matter 
forward,  but  I  agree  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  that  the  words  reorganisa- 
tion and  reconstruction  do  not  apply  to 
the  situation*  Attention  is  required  not 
to  reconstruction  and  reorganisation,  but 
to  what  is  signified  by  another  big  word 

Earl 


—namely,   w  admraistn 
that  our  Army  system 
and  sound  if  proper . 
we  found  ourselves  in  B 
out  big  movable  guns  of  ] 
the  Boers  had;  such,   too 
through    the    taking    of 
arsenal,  that  the  Chim 
dance.      And    had    it    not 
naval    guns,   thirty-five   of    wh 
borrowed    from    the     Xavv 
available  by  Captain  Scott- 
which  a  C.B.  appears  to  be 
— we    should,  idem   Kruj 

tended,  have  been  driven  into  I 
The  irony  of  the  situation  is  that 
in  1860  big  movable  guns  of  posit 
the  improvement  in  the  field  gun  r 
these  obsolete,  and  no  step  had  fr 
time  to  this  been  taken  to  obta 
movable  gun  of  position,  the 
up-to-date  equivalent  of  the  gun 
Now,  this  is  an  administrative 
It  is  not,  I  repeat,  a  question  of  re* 
tion  or  reconstruction,  but  of  ad 
tion .  Th  ere  is  some  one  res  ponsil 
organisation  of  tho  War  Office 
deficiency.  That  man  ought  to 
out  and  hanged. 


:   Mv 


Lord  TWEEDMOUTH 
wish  to  say  a  word  on  a  suhjec 
has  not  been  dealt  with — nan 
pressing  need  of  attention  1 
the  question  of  remounts.  This 
been  essentially  a  cavalry  wa 
again  and  again  throughout  the  e 
we  have  seen  our  cavalry  hell 
want  of  horses.  Porter's  Brigad 
was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  Br 
at  Koornspruit,  and  which  shoi 
had  1,500  men,  arrived  with  nnly 
heard  of  another  brigade  being 
south  from  Pretoria  which  shot 
had  1,500  horses  but  which  o 
300,  and  I  am  told  that  the  hors 
they  did  have  were  not  capable  i 
cases  of  standing  a  three  days  m 
believe  that  many  of  the  difficult! 
regard  to  remounts  might  ha1 
avoided  if  proper  arrangements  I 
made  in  the  past  for  the  supply  o 
as  they  were  required.  We  shou 
done  much  better  if.  before  the  m 
out,  horses  had  been  gathered  ii 
Africa  ready  forthem.  Even  in  this 
the  whole  system  of  the  purchas 
mounts  has  been  one  which  wo 
commend  itself  to  impartial  inquii 
observers  ;  £30  and  M0  have  be 
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Horses  which  turned  out  useless  in 
Africa,  quite  breaking  down  under 
severe  test  applied  to  them.  I  hope 
Question  of  remounts  will  be  carefully 
into,  because  in  the  immediate 
more  than  in  the  past,  our  success 
the  battlefield  will  depend  on  the 
icy  of  our  cavalry. 

Marquess    of  GRANBY:  My 

the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 

State  for  War  justly  took  upon  his 

-rtment     credit     for     the     greatly 

ved  condition  of  stores  and  equip- 


Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 

,t   I   said   was  that  our  reserves  of 

tary  stores  had,  in  my  opinion,  never 

as  large  as  they  should  have  been, 

that  we  were  already,  as  one  of  the 

•ns  of  the  war,  greatly  increasing  the 

lount  of  those  reserves. 

Marquess  of  GRANBY:  I 
for  not  quoting  the  noble 
)uess  correctly,  but  we  mean  very 
the  same  thing.  I  would  point  out 
**  that  there  are  deficiencies  still  existing  in 
:*Tegard  to  our  troops  at  home.  I  am 
•*  cognisant  myself  of  one  regiment  of 
i*  Volunteers,  consisting  of  two  battalions, 
£~  which  is  going  into  camp  within  the  next 
!/"*fcen  days.  They  would  go  in  1,500 
: "  strong,  but  are  350  rifles  short.  A  recruit 
without  a  rifle  is  not  much  good,  and  I 
-  think  this  is  a  point  which  deserves  the 

•  careful  attention  of  the  War  Office. 

Lord  HENEAGE  :  My  Lords,  I  should 
like  to  ask  why  faith  has  not  been  kept 
with  the  Militia  regiments  embodied  in 
the  spring  in  the  matter  of  tents.  At 
the  present  moment,  instead  of  every 
officer  having  a  tent  to  himself,  as  Volun- 
teer officers  have  when  they  are  sent  into 

*  camp,  two  officers  have  to  go  into  one 
tent.  Exactly  the  same  thing  happens 
with  regard  to  the  men  in  their  propor- 
tions, and  the  men  have  been  crowded  to 
a  far  greater  extent  than  was  anticipated. 
I  should  like  to  support  the  observations 
of  Lord  Tweedmouth.  There  cannot  be 
the  slightest  doubt  that  over  and  over 
again  troops  in  South  Africa  have  been 
obliged  to  stand  still  because  they  had  no 
horses  for  the  cavalry,  and  when  they  had 
them,  many  of  the  horses  could  not  do 
the  work.  I  venture  to  say  that  in  the 
recent  marches  in  the  Transvaal  there 


have  been  more  horses  tethered  behind 
wagons  without  saddles  than  there  have 
been  with  men  on  their  backs.  I  hope 
the  question  of  remounts  will  be  one  do 
which  the  Government  will  give  their 
earliest  attention. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE : 
It  does  not,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  at  all  sur- 
prise me  to  find  that  there  has  been  a 
short  supply  of  tents,  and  that  conse- 
quently the  men  have  been  crowded  into 
a  less  number  of  tents  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  the  case.  The  difficulty 
of  obtaining  tents  is  enormous.  The 
number  of  contractors  who  are  able  to 
supply  tents  of  suitable  quality  is  very 
limited  indeed,  and  if  my  noble  friend  is 
able  to  put  me  in  the  way  of  dis- 
covering new  sources  of  supply  from 
which  additional  tents  can  be  ob- 
tained he  will  earn  my  gratitude 
and  that  of  the  Director-General  of 
Ordnance,  who  for  many  months  past  has 
been  at  his  wits  end  over  this  question. 
With  regard  to  remounts,  I  am  quite 
ready  to  believe  that  the  experience  of 
this  war  may  have  some  very  valuable 
and  instructive  results  ;  but  I  rather  wish 
to  demur  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  on  the  front  bench  opposite 
(Lord  Tweedmouth),  and,  I  think,  re- 
peated by  the  noble  Lord  below  the  gang- 
way (Lord  Heneage),  that  because  at 
particular  moments  our  troops  had  been 
Drought  to  a  standstill  for  the  want  of 
horses,  that  was  necessarily  due  to  short- 
comings in  the  supply  of  remounts.  We 
all  know  that  for  many  weeks  Lord 
Roberts  was  dependent  for  all  his  supplies 
upon  a  single  line  of  railway,  and  that  it 
was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  in 
the  earlier  days  after  his  arrival  at  Bloem- 
fonteih,  and  again  at  Pretoria,  that  he 
was  able  to  secure  for  his  troops  the  food 
and  forage  which  was  essential  for  their 
existence.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  at  that  moment  he  was  unable  to  get 
up  the  horses  which  were  actually  in  the 
Cape  Colony,  as  they  had  either  to  travel 
on  their  legs  or  to  wait  until  other  more 
important  stores  and  equipments  had 
been  conveyed  to  the  front.  With  regard 
to  the  complaint  of  my  noble  friend  below 
the  gangway  (the  Marquess  of  Granby), 
I  am  afraid  that  it  may  be  the  case  that 
the  corps  in  which  he  is  interested  have 
had  to  wait  for  rifles;  but  the  noble 
Marquess  must  be  aware  that  the  demands 
on  the  Ordnance  Department  have  been 
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enormous  of  late,  and  it  is  quite  conceiv- 
able that  from  entirely  unavoidable  cir- 
.cumstances  rifles  may  not  have  been 
supplied  as  punctually  as  would  otherwise 
be  the  case. 

GIBRALTAR,  MALTA,  AND  HONG  KONG 
—  DOCK  ACCOMMODATION  —  N  EW 
WORKS. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  information  can  be  supplied  re- 
specting the  present  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  the  new  works  at  Gibraltar! 
dockyard  and  breakwater ;  and  whether ! 
the  proposed  new  docks  at  Malta  and  ; 
Hong  Kong  are  in  progress.  I  am  sorry  : 
to  have  to  trouble  the  noble  Earl  who  | 
represents  the  Admiralty  in  this  House,  I 
and  who,  I  am  sure,  we  all  congratulate  i 
on  the  very  high  position  to  which  he  has  : 
been  appointed;*  but  I  am  obliged  to  do  ; 
so  owing  to  the  Naval  Estimates  not  being  : 
supplied  to  this  House.  The  three  docks 
at  Gibraltar  are,  I  understand,  still  under  ; 
construction,  and  only  one  is  capable  of : 
receiving  a  first-class  ironclad.  Since  the  I 
zealous  and  able  administration  of  the  | 
noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Spencer),  we ' 
have  been  promised  an  additional  dock  i 
at  Malta,  where  there  are  at  present  j 
four  docks,  but  only  one  of  which,  ! 
I  think,  is  capable  of  receiving  the  j 
large  vessels  now  built  for  the  Navy.  ! 
This  is  the  only  accommodation  we  have  j 
for  the  largely  increased  number  of  ships  j 
we  are  obliged  to  maintain  in  the  Medi-  ■ 
terranean.  The  breakwater  is  another  \ 
question  on  which  I  desire  information. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  everyone  of  your  : 
Lordships  that  the  dock  accommodation  j 
for  our  squadrons  ought  to  be  very  j 
greatly  increased,  more  especially  when  j 
we  look  at  the  fact  that  a  foreign  nation  ! 
has  very  large  dock  accommodation  at  i 
three  or  four  ports  in  the  Mediterranean.  ■ 
It  is  necessary  that  we  should  have 
accommodation  for  the  repair  of  our  ships  : 
in  case  of  emergency.  The  docks  at 
Gibraltar  not  being  ready,  we  should  have  ' 
to  fall  back  upon  the  small  accommoda- , 
tion  which  Malta  provides.  A  promise  ; 
was  also  made  of  a  dock  at  Hong  Kong.  | 
So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  there  is  only  j 
one  dock  there,  and  that  is  not  capable  of  « 
receiving  vessels  of  the  size  we  are  now  ; 
sending  out  to  the  East. 

*  It  was  announced  on  the  14th  July  that  the  j 
Earl  of  Ho]>etoun  had  been  appointed  first  : 
Governor-General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  I 
Australia.  I 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume. 


The  Eahl  of  HOPETOUX 
Lords,  full  information  as  totbej 
made  with  these  works  up  totk 
February  of  this  year  will  be  foan 
First  Lord's  statement  accompuy 
Naval  Estimates  for  1900-1.*  Si 
time  a  further  length  of  1,000  feel 
detached  mole  at  Gibraltar  h 
brought  above  water  level.  The 
No.  3  Dock  has  been  completed, 
enclosed  area  is  being  pumped  oc 
progress  made  with  the  works  j 
is  satisfactory.  It  is  not  expect* 
contract  for  the  construction  of 
docks  at  Malta  will  be  let  before 
ber  next,  but  in  the  meantime  t 
ing  and  levelling  of  the  site  is  pi 
rapidly.  At  Hong  Kong  the  mi 
are  in  process  of  construction 
dock  cannot  be  begun  until  fu 
gress  has  been  made  with  the  re< 

Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lord 
it  is  absolutely  essential,  in  vie 
increased  number  of  ships  ke 
Mediterranean,  that  there  shoii 
creased  accommodation  both  at 
Gibraltar,  it  can  hardly  be  exp< 
we  should  have  at  those  places 
dation  as  good  as  that  which  th 
have  in  the  same  waters,  for  y 
ships  must  remember  that  thes 
home  dockyards  of  France,  whi 
spond  to  rlymouth  and  Ports 
this  country.  With  regard 
Kong,  everybody  must  admit,  pa 
in  view  of  the  lamentable  circu 
which  have  recently  occurred  i 
the  immense  importance  of  keej 
sufficient  fleet  in  those  seas.  A 
works  at  Hong  Kong,  I  confess  t 
not  altogether  satisfied  with 
taken  for  them,  and  I  am  stil 
afraid  that  the  site  will  not  be  su 
large  to  give  all  the  accommodat 
will  be  required  in  the  near  f  uti 
the  present  moment,  as  I  under 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  p 
to  build  another  dock  at  Victors 
on  the  Hong  Kong  side  of  the  ba 
would  like  to  know  from  the  no 
whether  it  is  intended  that  it 
accommodate  the  largest  cruiser  o 
ship  of  the  present  day. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH:  Th 
Earl  did  not  say  when  the  \i 
Gibraltar  were  likely  to  be  coi 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates 
Series],  Vol.  lxxix.,  Appendix. 
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_^when  one  of  the  docks  was  likely  to 

Earl   of  HOPETOUN:  I  am 

with  the  knowledge  which  is  at 
mt  at  my   disposal,  that    I   cannot 

either  of  the  questions  which  have 
put  to  me. 

DEATH  CERTIFICATION. 
3RD  MONKSWELL :  My  Lords,    I 
call  attention  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee    of    the    House     of 
ions  in  1893  on  Death  Certification, 
ag    that    "the    existing    procedure 
into   the    hands    of  the    criminal 
\ "  ;  and  to  ask  whether  the  Govern- 
lt  propose  to  introduce  legislation  in 
lance  with  the  recommendations  of 
Committee.     I  do  not  propose  to  go 
feher  back  into  the  history    of    this 
atter  than    6th  January,    1893,   when 
Asquith,  who  was  then  Home  Secre- 
received  a  deputation  consisting  of, 
longst  others,   the    eminent    surgeon, 
Henry  Thompson,  who  made  a  speech 
^fjbn  which  he  showed  that  the  state  of  the 
^law  with  regard  to  death  certification  was 
■*  extremely      inefficient,      and,       indeed, 
*\H dangerous  to    the    public    safety.      He 
K     showed  that  a  large  number  of  burials 
took  place  without  any  death  certificate 
""  being  produced  at  all ;  that  in  Edinburgh, 
for  instance,  as  many  as  8  per  cent,  of  the 
burials  were  uncertificated;  that  in  the 
remoter  parts  of  Scotland  between  25  and 
45  per  cent,  of  burials  were  of  persons 
whose    deaths    had    not  been  certified; 
and    that      in      a    great    many    cases 
the    certificates    when    produced    were 
absolutely     valueless,     as     they     were 
either    given    by    incompetent    persons 
or     by     competent    persons      on      in- 
sufficient information.     Mr.  Asquith  was 
very  much  impressed  with  the  statement 
of  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  and  he  formed 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  take  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion.    Sir  Walter  Foster,  who  was  then 
Secretary     to     the     Local    Government 
Board,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  Commit- 
tee, in  the  course  of  their  Report,  used 
the  words    which  I  have  put    into  my 
motion.     They  said  that — 

"  The  existing  procedure  plays  into  the 
hands  of  the  criminal  classes.'1 

They  also  said — 

"  The  Committee  are  much  impressed  with 
the  serious  possibilities  implied  in  a  system 
which  permits  death  and  burial  to  take  place 


without  the  production  of  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  cause  of  death.  .  .  .  Your 
Committee  are  convinced  that  vastly  more 
deaths  occur  annually  from  foul  play  and 
criminal  neglect  than  the  law  recognises." 

In  1896,  Sir  Richard  Quain,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  General  Medical  Council,  had 
a  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  the 
Registrar  General,  but  all  he  could  get 
out  of  him  was  an  acknowledgment  that 
the  law  was  in  an  exceedingly  bad  state. 
Nothing  could  be  done  at  that  time.  In 
May,  1899,  the  General  Medical  Council 
again  took  the  matter  up,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed — 

"  That  the  President  be  authorised  to  for- 
ward to  the  Registrar  General  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  that  has  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  death  certification,  and  to  make  further 
representations  to  the  Registrar  General  as  to 
the  importance  and  urgency  of  the  question." 

Since  my  notice  has  been  on  the  Paper  I 
have  had  a  letter  from  the  master  of  the 
workhouse  of  St.  Olave's  Union,  Ber- 
mondsey,  stating  that  he  is  exceedingly 
dissatisfied  with  the  present  state  of  the 
law.  I  do  not  think  the  remedy  that 
ought  to  be  applied  is  far  to  seek. 
There  is  another  part  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  that  I  ought  to  read  as  bearing 
upon  the  remedy.  With  regard  to  the 
practice  of  cremation  the  Committee 
say — 

"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  with 
the  precautions  adopted  in  connection  with 
cremation  as  carried  out  by  the  Cremation 
Society,  there  is  little  probability  that  cases  of 
crime  would  escape  detection." 

The  question  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  this :  Why 
should  the  law  efficiently  protect  only 
members  of  the  Cremation  Society  ?  Mr. 
Asquith  considered  that  the  time  was 
ripe  for  legislation,  and  in  1895,  before 
he  quitted  office,  he  had,  I  understand, 
given  some  consideration  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  Bill  on  this  matter.  I  do  not,  of 
course,  suggest  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment should  introduce  legislation  this 
session  ;  but  I  understand  that  the  usual 
way  in  which  Ministers  spend  their  vaca- 
tion is  in  considering  legislation  that  they 
wish  to  bring  forward  in  the  following 
session.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
on  this  occasion  Ministers  will  not  comply 
with  that  time-honoured  custom,  and  I 
hope  that  while  they  are  giving  the  ques- 
tion of  legislation  their  best  consideration 
they  will  also  consider  the  question  of 
efficient  death  certificates  worthy  of  their 
attention. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 
hon.  Gentleman  has  already  spoknd 
this  motion,  and  he  can  now  only  k\ 
by  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  am 


at  no  very  distant  date  he  will  see  a  way 
of  overcoming  those  difficulties,  and  he 
able  to  introduce  a  Bill  on  the  lines  sug- 
gested by  the  noble  Lord. 
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Lord  HARRIS :  My  Lords,  I  am  not  .    ♦The   SECRETARY  to  the 
prepared  to  say  how  the  President  of  the  j  GOVERNMENT    BOARD  (Mr.  I 
Local    Government    Board    intends     to  >  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  It  will  be  ■ 

spend  the  next  vacation,  nor,  indeed,  am  1 1  recollection  of  the  House 

in  a  position  to  say  how  he  has  spent  past ! 
vacations.  But  I  can  assure  the  noble  < 
Lord  that  this  matter,  which  undoubtedly  ; 
is  a  very  important  one,  has  engaged  Mr.  I 
Chaplin's  attention  for  some  time  with  a  ! 
view  to  bringing  in  a  Bill.  There  are,  | 
however,  a  good  many   difficulties   con- : 

nected    with    it,   and  he  is   at  present  i  for  that  indulgence.     When  this 
having  inquiry   made  by  the  officers  of  ;  was  before  the  House  a  fortnight 
the  Local  Government  Board  with  a  view    suggested  an  adjournment,  in  order 
to   getting  over  those  difficulties   which  |  negotiations   might  go  forward 
have  presented  themselves   at  different  \  purchase  of  the  gas   company's 
times  to  those  who  were  anxious  to  legis-    taking,    and  I  wish   now  to  state 
late  on  the  subject.     He  is  in  hopes  that  I  although  originally    the   local  ami 

offered  £7,000  and  the  company  i 
for  £9,000,  that  during  the  interval  i 
council  have  raised  their  offer  to  £&J( 
and    the    company    have   reduced  ikij 
demand  to  £8,500,  so  that  now  theni 
Lord  MONKSWELL :  I  should  have  j  only  a  difference  of   £500  between  Ail 
been  glad  if  the  noble  Lord  had  specified  j  parties.     Although  I  have  worked  \m 
the  difficulties  which  he  says  stand  in  the  ;  hard,   I   have  failed  to    get  rid  of  tk 
way  of   legislation   on  this  question.     I  ;  difference,  and  the  Order  must,  therefoa, 
cannot  understand  how  there  can  be  any  :  now  be  either  approved  or  rejected  by  ik 
difficulties.  |  House.     I   should  like  to    say  that  tk 

i  Order  is  a  very  serious  matter  for  the  tern, 
:  because  it  fixes  the  capital  of  the  compuj 
:  at  £9,000,    the  maximum    price  to  k 
;  charged  at  5s.  lOd.  per  1,000  feet,  andthi 
:  maximum  dividend  at   10  percent  & 
j  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  I  intend 
I  to  vote  against  the  Second  Reading  of  tk 
!  Bill,   because  it  will   put    the   town  ii 
;  such  a  bad  position.     I  think  the  munici- 
pality is  entitled  to  some  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  this  House,  and  as  tUii 
not  a  Government  matter,  and  as  Irak 
j  representatives,  north     and    south,    an 
unanimous  on  the  point,    I   shall   veto 
against  the  confirmation  of  the  Order. 

!      Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R) :  I  only  wi* 
i  to  say  a  few  words.     The  case  is  an  ex- 
|  ceedingly   hard  one  for   the    citizens  of 
!  Dungannon.     They  have  been  charged  for 
j  many  years  a  price  for  gas  which  is  con- 
siderably above    that  charged   in  other 
towns  in  Ireland  or  even  in  Great  Britain. 
This  Provisional  Order  proposes  to  main- 
tain the  enormous  maximum    price   of 
5s.  10d.,  whereas  in  neighbouring  places 
it  varies  from  3s.  6d.  to   4s.,  and  that  is 
done  solely  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring 
the  payment  of  the  maximum  dividend  of  10 
per  cent,  on  an  inflated  capital.   In  the  last 
,  debate  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the  actual 


HouRe  adjourned  at  Five  minutes 
before  Six  of  the  clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  half -past  Ten 
of  the  clock. 
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GAS  ORDER  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lords]    (BY  ORDER.) 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [3rd 
July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  •  now/  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  ( upon 
this  day  three  months.' " — {Mr.  Doogan.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Debate  resumed. 
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expenditure  from  the  pockets  of  the 
tolders  had  been  only  £4,200,  the 
ler  of  the   money   expended   on 
works  having  been  taken  out  of  the 
in  excess  of  the  10  per  cent.     That 
1>een  done  by  charging  an  enormous 
for  gas,  and  the  ratepayers  of  Dun- 
lon  are  now  asked  to  give  the  com- 
twice  as  much  as  they  have  had  to 
out  of  their  own  pockets.     In  the 


to  break  up  the  streets  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  local  authority.  The  Board  of 
Trade  sent  down  a  Special  Commissioner 
to  inquire  whether  there  were  good 
grounds  for  the  Order,  and  he  reported  in 
favour  of  it.  Seeing  that  the  parties 
have  so  nearly  come  to  an  agreement  as 
to  the  terms  of  purchase,  surely  it  would 
be  well  to  let  the,  matter  be  threshed  out 
by  a  Committee  upstairs.     If  the  Order  is 


if  this  Order  is  confirmed  they  will    thrown  out,  matters,  as  far  as  the  supply 


ue  to  pay  5s.  lOd.  per  1,000  feet  in 

that  the  shareholders  may  get  10 

cent,  on  their  inflated  capital.    I  hope, 

Tore,  the  motion  for  Second  Reading 

be  rejected. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 

iher  than  reject  the  Bill  to-day,  why 

pass  the  Second  Reading,    let  the 

tiations  be  continued,  and  then  if  no 

iment  is   arrived  at  settle  the  con- 

tious  point  on  the  motion  for  Third 

~'ng? 

c£  ♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  cannot  con- 
it  to  that.  The  end  of  the  session  is  so 
that  there  would  not  be  sufficient 
Kfcime  to  discuss  the  matter,  should  it  on 
}  the  Third  Reading  be  found  necessary  to 
f  recommit  the  Bill.  No  one  can  be  pre- 
i  judiced  if  the  Order  is  now  thrown  out. 
The  whole  matter  can  come  up  again  next 
session. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  In  the  absence  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  I  was 
requested  to  move  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill.  Of  course  it  is  not  a  Govern- 
ment matter  in  any  way,  but  I  think  it 
right  that  the  House  should  know  the 
reasons  why  the  Board  of  Trade  granted 
this  Provisional  Order.  The  points  which 
have  been  raised  could  be  easily  settled 
by  the  Committee  upstairs. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.   RUSSELL :    No,  it  goes 
before  the  Unopposed  Bills  Committee. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  That  diffi- 
culty could  easily  be  got  over  by  sus- 
pension of  Standing  Orders,  and  then  the 
local  authorities  of  Dungannon  could  have 
a  full  and  fair  hearing.  This  company 
has  for  many  years  been  supplying  gas  in 
Dungannon  without  any  statutory  powers 
whatever.      It  had,  therefore,  no  power 


of  gas  is  concerned,  will  be  at  a  dead- 
lock. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  No,  no! 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  company  and  the 
town  will  be  left  in  exactly  the  position 
they  have  occupied  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  In  case  of 
accident  they  will  be  unable  to  touch  a 
main  or  pipe,  unless  the  local  authority 
consents.  There  has  been  no  friction  for 
the  last  ten  years ;  the  company  and  the 
local  authority  have  been  able  to  work 
together.  But  will  they  be  able  to  do  so  in 
the  future  ?  I  think  it  will  be  better 
for  both  the  local  authority  and  the 
Council  that  this  Order  should  be  sent  to 
a  Committee  upstairs,  for  that  is  the  only 
tribunal  which  can  properly  settle  the 
points  in  dispute. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  MacarTx\ey,  Antrim,  S.>: 
I  propose  to  vote  against  this  Order.  The 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
have  made  no  impression  on  me.  No  one 
will  be  damnified  if  the  Order  is  lost,  for 
matters  will  remain  in  precisely  the  same» 
position  as  prior  to  its  introduction, 
while  between  now  and  next  year  thera 
will  be  ample  opportunity  for  settling  the 
question  in  dispute  as  to  the  value  of  the 
undertaking.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
House  will  reject  the  Order. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to.  Second  Reading  put  off  for 
three  months. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  m  th& 
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case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

ASTON  MANOR  TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

MARGATE  PIER  AND  HARBOUR  BILL 

[Lords], 

MERSEY  •  RAILWAY   BILL  [Lords]. 

RAWMARSH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

EDINBURGH    CORPORATION   BILL 
[Lords].     (BY  ORDER.) 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

NORTH     METROPOLITAN     ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL.    (BY  ORDER.) 

Ordered,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply 
Bill,  Standing  Order  243  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time."— (Mr.  Caldwell) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

RAMSGATE  CORPORATION  IMPROVE- 
MENTS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


HAMMOND  (6.  EL)  COMPANY 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  tuna 

LONDON  AND  SAN  FRANCISCO 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

NORTH    BRITISH    RAILWAY 
[Lords]. 

DUBLIN,    WICKLOW,   AND  WE 
RAILWAY   BILL  [Lords]. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATIO 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE    LO 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Be 
County    Down    Railway   Bill, 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Ja 
Hebburn  Electricity  Supply  ] 
Hastings  Tramways  Bill,  with 
ments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amc 
to — Donegal  Railway  Bill  [Lor 
Great  Southern  and  W estern  Rail 
[Lords],  without  amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  I 
Petition  from  Inverness,  again; 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQU 
CHILDREN  (No   2)  BILL 

Petitions    in    favour,    from    < 
South  Shields  (two)  ;  Staithes  ; 
and  Bradford ;  to  lie  upon  the  Ta 
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CAPE  COLONY. 
y  presented,  of  Correspondence  re- 
to  Affairs  of  the  Cape  Colony  [by 
and] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

[i  SERVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATE,  1800-1901). 

mate  presented,  of  the  further  sums 
ed  to  be  voted  for  the  service  of  the 
nding  31st  March,  1901  [by  Com- 
;  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
fy  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  280.] 

WAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL. 

>y  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ic nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
vays  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3) 
-(ifr.  Ritchie.) 

BANKRUPTCY  (IRELAND), 
urn  ordered,  "  of  Bankruptcy  Cases 

by  each  of  the  Official  Assignees  in 
d  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  day 
jember,  1899,  showing — 
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QUESTIONS. 


CHINA-ANTI  FOREIGN    OUTBREAK- 
RECENT  NEWS. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp 
ton,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  has  any 
news  from  China  to  communicate  to  the 
House. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  ofSTATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Surrey,  Guildford):  We  have  re- 
ceived no  information  in  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  either  from  the  Consul  at 
Tientsin  or  from  the  Commanding  Officer, 
nor  have  we  received  any  information 
from  Shanghai  of  the  reports  which  have 
reached  that  city  of  attacks  on  Tientsin 
by  the  allies.  I  see  there  are  reports 
both  ways,  one  of  failure  and  the  more 
recent  one  of  successful  attack. 

Mr.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN(Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  the  British  Legation  at  Peking 
was  standing  on  the  9th  inst.  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  hon.  Member 
has  given  me  no  notice  of  the  question, 
but  we  have  no  confirmation  of  the 
statement. 

Mr.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN  :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  of  the  fact 
that  His  Excellency  Li  Hung  Chang  left 
Canton  this  morning  for  Peking  with  the 
view  of  taking  supreme  command  in 
China  1 

[The  question  was  not  answered.] 

DESPATCH    OF    INDIAN    TROOPS   TO 
CHINA. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  force  of  British  and  Native 
troops  under  orders  for  China  has  been 
again  increased.  What  is  now  the  total 
strength  of  the  withdrawals  from  the 
Indian  Establishment  for  service  abroad, 
and  whether  the  Viceroy  is  satisfied  that 
all  these  troops  can  be  spared.  And 
whether  the  present  Acting  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  India  is  a  member  of  the  Viceroy's 
executive  council,  which  issues  orders  for 
the  despatch  of  troops  on  foreign  service. 

The  following  question  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  Paper  : — 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Secr&Utv  ol  State  V* 
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Istinct  from  the  offices  in  whkh  in 
erks  are  employed. 

The    CHANCELLOR   of  the  I 


compensate  loyal  residents  in  Nat 
the  injury  done  to  their  property 
the  recent  Boer  occupation  ;  whetl 


India  whether  it  is  intended  to  despatch 
from  India  additional  British  and  Native 
regiments  for  service  in  China,  and  what 

steps  are  being  taken  to  supply  the  place    ntiw/MTT^  /C1.    „   „  ^        - 

of  these  and  the  other  forces  now  serving  :  P^QUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  BkacjI 
out  of  India.  *  j  tol'.  )V) :  The  ,?roP?f<J  cable  to  W*l 

I  wei  is  not  to  be  laid  from  Gootf 

rr.       c.  rr.Diw  a  D v         am » mr.  '  from  tne  Saddle  Islands,  wbieh  in  i 

txt™  ^tEC^AF  °F  ST^j,  TOR  thirty  mil«  further  seawanta. 
W?lA;  <£?rf  ?',  Ham^T0^  Middlesex,  :  Great  Northern  Company  has  no* 
Ming) :  Since  I  last  rephed  to  the  hon.  |  on  these  igland8-  Amtngemente  «i 
Members  enquiries  on  the  subject  (21st  i  made  for  the  working  o{  ^  newed 
and  26th  June)t  it  has  been  decided  to  a  British  staff  Negations  are  i. 
increase  the  strength  of  the  force  pro-  ■  gress  with  the  Eastern  Extension 
ceeding  from  India  to  China  by  about  |  g^  Company  as  to  the  ownenk 
6,000  men,  which,  with  the  exception  of  |  the  ^Me.  Pending  the  result 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  is •  entirely  drawn  j  company  will  lay  and  work  the  fine 
from  the  Native  Army.     This  raises  the 

total  number  of  troops  withdrawn  from  SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— COMP1 
the  Indian  Establishment  for  service  in  j  TION  TO  LOYALISTS  IN  NAT, 
China  and  elsewhere  to  about  22,000.  j  Sir  ANDREW  SCOBL,E(Hackne 
These  movements  have  the  full  concur- ;  tral):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  & 
rence  of  the  Viceroy.  The  provisional  i  the  Colonies  whether  it  is  intent 
Commander-in-Chief  in  India  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Viceroy's  executive 
council,  but  he    is    the  adviser  of    the     __  _ 

Viceroy  on  military  questions.  ■  steps  have  been  tak'en"  to  ascerta 

amount    of   compensation    due  b 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  Then  there  is  no  residents ;  whether  prompt  payme 
truth  in  the  statement  that  no  British  be  made  to  those  whose  claims  are 
regiments  are  included  in  the  division.       I  lished ;  and   whether  such  compel 

will  be  paid   out  of    the   funds 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  It  is  a  merecolony'  and  wn^er  j*  is  propo 
newspaper  rumour.  !  m*ke  any  8"**  Z™™  Imperial  fa 

!  order  to  secure  that  immediate  an 

Mr.   SWIFT    MacNEILL  (Donegal,  '  T**  comPensation  ""V   *»  aff°" 

S.) :  Upon  which  exchequer  will  the  cost  i  aU  proper  cases- 

fall— the  Imperial  or  the  Indian  ?  j      The    SECRETARY  of   STATi 

|  the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chambk 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Notice  must  be  given  j  Birmingham,  W.) :  Her  Majesty's  6 

of  that  question.  ment  have  pledged  themselves  to 

i  compensation  for  loyal  residents  foi 

THE  YANG-TSZE   CABLE.  i  l™ *f-     A  Commission  was  appoin: 

*o       ntr  a  t>t  ttq    tvtt  w  /m         ,.        tne  Governor  in  December  last  to 
*SiR  CHARLES    DILKE  (Gloucester- ;  ;       ;       M  to  direct  loases    . 

shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :    I  beg  to  ask  Mr  ,  distri/t    and  is  8tm  ^j  m  j 

Chancellor     of     the     Exchequer     what ;  The  Colonia,  Govern^Jt   ^       , 

financial  arrangement  has  been  made  with.  teken   t0    ^.^   compensation 

regard  to  the  strategic  cable  about  to  be  !  amount  not  exceeding  75^  fc 

laid  from  the  Island  of  Gutzlaff;  at  the  i  Villuation  ^  ^e^by  tte  Comn 

mouth  of  the  south  channel  of  the  \ang- ,  in  casea  where  it  ^  ^  ^ 

tsze,  to  the  north ;  and  whether,  having  :  claimants  are  in  urgent  nerf^f  fi 

regard  to  the  fact  that  the  island  is  the  ;  a^stiau^      Compensation  will    * 

knding-placc  of  the  cables  of  the  Danish  ;  extent  ,)e  advan<efoUt  of  Colonial  1 

Great  Northern  Telegraph _  Company  run-    on   tho    undor8tanding    that    ^ 

ning  to  Nagasaki  ai^Vladivostock,  it  is  j  co mpensation   will  be    paid   out  oi 

arranged  that  the  offices  at  the  end  of  the    indomnitv  to  ^  exacted  from  th    Q 

new  Tine  will  be  in  British  hands,  and    River  Colony  and    the    Tran8VaaL 

+  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth    8™"*  from  ImPerial  funds  is  Content] 
Series],  Vol.  lxxxiv.,  i>  p.  626  and  1122.  in  these  circumstances. 
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RTIAL  LAW— ADMINISTRATION. 

HUMPHREYS  -  OWEN  (Mont- 

yshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

for  the  Colonies  whether  there  are 

y  civil  prison  in  the  Cape  Colony 

and,  if  any,  how  many  persons  de- 

*  by  sentences  of  courts  martial. 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  no 

,tion,  I  am  sorry  to  say ;  but  if  the 

Gentleman  desires,  I  will  communi- 

with   Sir  Alfred  Milner.     It  will, 

ever,  take  some  time. 

^fcjMR.  HUMPHREYS -OWEN:  I  think 
fcfcjf  would  be  interesting  to  have  the  in- 
01.  mation. 

^2  Mr-   SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Why    not 
~5Q0mmunicate  by  telegraph  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Sir  Alfred 

ler  is  already  subjected  to  tremendous 

and  I  do  not  like  to  add  to  the 

sure  unnecessarily.     I  will  communi- 

by  despatch,  however. 

COURTS-MARTIAL  SENTENCES. 
Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN:  I  beg 
t  ■  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
J."  War  whether  persons  sentenced  by  courts- 
y  martial  in  the  Cape  Colony  to  terms  of 
5  imprisonment  or  penal  servitude  are 
£  detained  in  civil  or  in  military  prisons ; 
r.  and,  if  they  are  detained  in  civil  prisons, 
r  whether  the  warrants  are  signed  by  civil 
■*     or  by  military  officers. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  The  records  of  proceedings  under 
martial  law  have  not  reached  this  country. 
I  understand,  however,  that,  except  for 
minor  breaches  of  military  regulations, 
there  have  been  very  few  cases  finally 
decided  by  military  courts.  No  sentence 
of  penal  servitude  has  been  confirmed.  I 
presume  that  the  warrants  are  signed  by 
the  presiding  officer,  and  that  the  prisoner 
after  sentence  is  confined  in  some  suitable 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  area  over 
which  martial  law  has  been  proclaimed. 


Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN : 
or  military  custody  ? 


In  civil 


♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I    should    say  in 
military  custody. 

VOL.  LXXXVL    [Fourth  Series.] 


HOSPITAL  AND  MEDICAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS—COMMITTEE OF  INQUIRY. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  promised  to  announce  at 
the  earliest  opportunity  the  additional 
names  for  the  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  arrangements  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  South  Africa.  I  am  glad  to 
say  we  have  obtained  the  services  of  Sir 
David  Richmond,  ex-Lord  Provost  of 
Glasgow,  a  respected  gentleman  and 
deeply  versed  in  administrative  affairs, 
and  Mr.  Harrison,  general  manager  of  the 
London  and  North- Western  Railway.  I 
am  particularly  glad  we  have  got  Mr. 
Harrison  to  serve,  seeing  that  questions 
of  transport  are  clearly  of  great  im- 
portance, and  his  name  will,  I  think,  carry 
universal  weight  with  all  acquainted  with 
railway  management. 

Mr.  BURDETT  -  COUTTS  ^West- 
minster) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
give  us  any  opportunity  of  discussing 
these  names  or  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS :  Then  I 
beg  to  ask  leave  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  in  order  to  discuss  a 
definite  matter  of  urgent  public  impor- 
tance— namely,  the  constitution  and  scope 
of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  It  is  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  remember  the  exact  course  of 
events,  but  I  believe  I  am  right  in  say- 
ing that  a  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  was  made  on  5th  July 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton, 
in  order  to  discuss  the  composition 
and  scope  of  reference  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
in  South  Africa,  t  On  that  motion  a 
discussion  took  piace  upon  scope  of  refer- 
ence and  the  three  names  then  placed 
before  the  House.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
renewed  discussion  upon  those  three 
names  would  be  in  order.  It  is  a  well- 
known  rule  that  the  same  matter  cannot 
be  discussed  twice  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment under  Standing  Order  17.  But  as 
regards  the  two  new  names  now  added, 
it  will  lie  with  the  House  and  not  with 

t  See  preceding  volume  of  Debates,  page  648. 
H 
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me  to  say  whether  they  shall  discuss  them 
or  not.  If  the  hon.  Member  cares  to 
alter  his  motion  in  this  way — namely,  to 
-discuss  the  nomination  of  Sir  D.  Rich- 
mond and  Mr.  Harrison  as  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  such  a  motion 
would  be  in  order. 


i 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  namei 
before  the  House.  It  is  almost  inensi 
that  some  further  arguments  Art 
have  occurred  to  some  hon.  Mcak 
minds,  but  that  does  not  alter  tke  i 
that  this  matter  has  been  discussed 
the  House  under  Standing  Order  1' 
regards  those  three  gentlemen.  The* 
two  names  can  be  discussed  if  thel 
Member  wishes. 


Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS :  The  I 


Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS :  May  I  re- 
spectfully remind  you,  Sir,  that  on  the 
occasion  referred  to  I  stated  that  I  had 
an  objection  to  one  of  the  names,  but  no  _ 
discussion  of  that  objection  or  name  took  j  Lord  of  the  Treasury  stated  in  del 
place.  The  discussion  took  a  wider  scope,  j  terms  that  neither  of  the  two  m 
and  had  reference  to  the  large  element  of  j  gentlemen  had  any  connection  wid 
the  medical  profession  on  the  Commission,  j  Army  Medical  Department.  Subseqn 
I  now  propose  to  deal  with  an  entirely 
new  matter. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  look  at  the  subject- 
matter  proposed   for  discussion ;  I  have 


it  became 
gentlemen 
connection 
partment. 


known   that    one   of 

held  a   paid   appointme 

with  the  Army  Medici 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  am  quite  sun 
the  whole  matter  was  open  to  disci 


Teally  nothing  to  do  with  the  particular 
•arguments    that   have    been  used.     The , 

matter  proposed  for  discussion  was  the  !  though,  of  course,  it  is  impossible 
composition  and  scope  of  reference  of  the  of  everv  non-  Member  that  everj 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  was  present  in  his  mind  then  wh 
treatment  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  it  present  in  his  mind  now.  I  must « 
being  proposed  that  the  Committee  should  j 
consist  of  a  certain  learned  judge  and  I 
two  members  of  the  medical  profession.  I 
The  question  of  the  composition  of  the 
Committee  so  far  as  those  three  gentle-  ! 
men  were  concerned  was  open  and  was  , 
discussed.  I  think  it  would  be  quite 
•contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  espe- 
cially in  a  matter  of  such  a  personal  bear- 
ing, if  three  names  which  were  discussed 
by  the  House  on  one  occasion  were  re-dis- 
cussed on  a  motion  for  the  adjournment 
without  any  alteration  of  the  circum- 
stances with  regard  to  those  three  names. 


to  what  I  have  said,  that  if  the 
Member  asks  leave  to  move  the  ad 
ment  in  order  to  discuss  two  namei 
for  the  first  time  before  the  Houa 
is  a  matter  which  I  am  prepar 
submit  to  the  House. 

Mr.   BURDETT-COUTTS:   As 
ruling  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to 
before  the  House  new   matter  of 
interest,  I  must  beg  leave  to  withdr 


PRETORIA— ATTEMPT    TO 
MAGAZINE. 


BLCW 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  With  all 
respect,  I  submit  that  new  circumstances 
have  since  arisen  with  respect  to  Pro- 
fessor Cunningham.  I  am  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  when  I  say  that  the 
First  Lord  on  the  last  occasion  threatened 
to  withdraw  his  name  if  there  was  any 
discussion  on  it. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I   never 
anything  of  the  kind. 


said 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Since  then 
the  charge  has  been  openly  made  that 
Professor  Cunningham  has  been  recom- 
mended by  those  who  are  interested  in 
the  issue  of  the  inquiry. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilke 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
for  War  whether  he  has  any  infonr 
to  the  effect  that  Lieutenant  Toss 
the  Transvaal  Police,  and  Mr.  Sol 
Giilingham  have  been  condemns 
death  in  Pretoria  for  alleged  comi 
to  blow  up  the  magazine ;  and  wl 
he  can  say  if  Mr.  Giilingham  holds 
tary  rank  in  the  Republican  Am 
what  is  his  occupation,  and  when  th< 
took  place,  before  what  tribunal, 
was  the  evidence  of  guilt,  and  wh© 
sentence  is  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  is  *n 
formation  at  the  War  Office  in  rega 
the  matters  referred  u>  \w  x\\a  *\\x^\3 
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L    ARTILLERY— SECOND     LIEU- 
TENANTS. 

BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
:  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
whether  he  is  aware  that  many 
I  lieutenants  in  the  Royal  Artil- 
rho  have  had  two  years  training  at 
rich  and  have  served  nearly  three 
in  the  artillery,  are  not  allowed  to 
3  the  full  rank  of   lieutenant,  while 

now  joining  the  artillery  direct 
chool  with  no  training  at  Woolwich, 
>e  made  full  lieutenants  in  three 
;  and  whether  steps  will  be  taken 
e  to  remedy  this  state  of  things. 

.  WYNDHAM :  Time  spent  at  the 
Military  Academy,  Woolwich,  is 
rmitted  to  reckon  as  Army  service, 
ecretary  of  State  for  War  sees  no 
.  for  making  any  alteration  in  this 
t. 


BATTALIONS-BAND  AND  MESS 
EXPENSES. 

,  RENTOUL  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
le  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
whether  he  will  state,  in  the  case  of 
sw  Line  battalions  now  being  raised, 
ire  the  approximate  total  expenses 
plying  the  band  with  instruments 
urnishing  and  equipping  the  mess 
lecessaries ;  whether  these  expenses 
to  be  borne  by  the  officers  of  each 
>attalion,  or  does  the  Government 
-  them  or  make  any  contribution 
is  them ;  and  if  any  contribution 
de  by  Government,  what  is  its 
it. 

.  WYNDHAM :  The  cost  varies  in 
mt  regiments,  but  is  believed  to 
it,  on  the  average,  to  about  £1,000. 
>ntribution  from  the  Government  is 
The  question  whether  this  contri- 
i  should  be  increased  is  under  cou- 
tion. 


MILITIA-FURLOUGH  PAY. 
JOHN  DORINGTON  (Gloucester- 
Tewkesbury):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
p  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
er  men  of  the  embodied  Militia  pro- 
ig  on  furlough  have  their  pay 
d,  whilst  men  of  the  Regular  forces 
ding  on  furlough  continue  to  draw 
pay;  and,  if  so,  whether  there  is 
sason  for  .this   difference  of  treat- 


*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  rule  has  been 
as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member,  because 
the  case  contemplated  was  that  of  a 
Militiaman  sent  on  furlough  as  soon  as  he 
joined,  and  therefore  not  disturbed  in  his 
civil  occupation.  But  furlough  with  pay 
is  now  granted  to  Militiamen  belonging 
to  corps  which  have  been  some  time 
embodied. 


NAVY— CORDITE    POWDER— EROSION 
OF  GUNS. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  erosion  of  Naval  guns  by  cordite  is 
now  being  considered  by  a  Committee ; 
and,  if  so,  of  whom  that  Committee  con- 
sists. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  Sir.  The 
Committee  consists  of  Lord  Rayleigh 
(president),  Sir  W.  Roberts-Austen,  Sir 
W.  Crookes,  Sir  Andrew  Noble,  and  Mr. 
R.  P.  Haldane,  M.P. 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland) :  Will,  this  Committee  have 
special  regard  to  the  erosion  of  guns  on 
active  service  in  South  Africa  \ 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  not  the 
terms  of  reference  before  me,  but  I 
should  say  that  the  effect  on  guns  in 
South  Africa  will  be  considered  by  them. 

PICRIC  ACID. 
*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  picric 
acid  in  this  country  is  considered  by  the 
Admiralty  to  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
strain  of  naval  war,  and  whether  any 
steps  are  being  taken  to  increase  it. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  think  this  is  a 
question  that  I  should  answer.  The  plant 
in  this  country  is  now  sufficient  to  meet 
the  needs  of  both  services,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  accumulation  of  large 
reserves ;  but  in  order  to  meet  needs 
even  in  excess  of  that  standard,  steps  are 
being  continually  taken  to  increase  the 
available  plant ;  three  new  factories  have 
recently  been  started. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  But  is  it  not 
the  case  that  picric  acid  cannot  be  kept  in 
reserve  1 
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♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  imagine  it  can  ; 
be  kept  for  some  time,  or  the  word ; 
"  reserves  "  would  not  be  used. 

ADMIRALTY    COAL    CONTRACTS. 
Mr.      D.      A.     THOMAS     (Merthyr; 
Tydfil) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
RALTY   (Mr.  Goschkn,   St 
Hanover    Square)  :    Admiral 
report  with   regard   to  the   * 
defects   during  the  manoeuvres  d  ] 
was  as  follows — 

"  On  the  18th  July,  daring  the 


±**^±i2*&£  tens  i  sw^w'iarc  <■ 


that  it  was  proposed  before  the  next 
emergency  coal  contracts  were  made  to 
revise  some  of  the  conditions,  if  he  can 
state  what  alterations  were  made  in  the 
conditions  of  the  contracts  recently 
entered  into  by  the  Admiralty. 

:  good  her  defects  with  her  own 

The   SECRETARY   to   the   ADMI  j  in  the  captain  of  "Europa's 


RALTY  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) 
No  alterations  were  made  in  the  emer- 
gency coal  contracts  recently  entered 
into,  as  it  was  not  considered  desirable  at 
the  present  juncture  to  vary  the  con- 
ditions. 


caused  by  fractured  pipen  and  leaky  1 
door*,  the  ship  was  unable  to  steam  it  I 
speed,  or  even  more   than  ten  knot*. 
'Europa'  was  in  a  minor  degree  the  i 
On  arrival  at  Milford  thirty-one  «tifiw| 
the  Fleet  were  employed  in  remaking  ja 
etc.,  of  the  *  Argonaut,'  the  'Earoga'aal 

artificer* 

report  W 


Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS 
the  First  Lord  promise 
contracts  ? 


:   But  did  not 
to    alter    the 


i  stated  the  boilers  worked  very 
!  torily,  without  any  hitch,  no  dbon  i 
boiler  tubes  giving  out.  Admiral  Donsi 
did  not  report  that  the  "  Europa  r  tori 
not  steam  eleven  knots  after  repairs.  5 
further  report  on  the  speed  of  tk 
" Argonaut"  was  made  than  thatgpi 
above. 


Mr.  MACARTNEY :  He  promised  to 
consider  the  point.  He  did  so,  and  it 
was  not  deemed  desirable  to  make  the 
alteration  at  the  present  juncture. 

BELLEVILLE  BOILERS -ADMIRALTY 
TESTS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  has  considered  the  state- 
ment at    page   0   of   the    Memorandum 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (Tor 
shire,  W.R.,  Shipley)  :  How  long  did  t' 
repairs  to  the  "Argonaut  "  occupy  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  cannot  say  fn 
memory,  but  it  was  a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  undent* 
;  from  the  answer  to  the  second  paragn 
j  that  the  "  Europa  "   only   employed  1 
own  artificers  to  remedy  the  defects. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes  ;  her  own. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  toi 


respecting  water-tube  boilers ,  that  in  the  j  tho  ^  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whet] 
manceuvres  of  1899  the  Belleville-boiler  .  ^  Mn  Airnu;n  the 


ship  "Europa"  made   good   her  defects 
with 
Bellev 
naut, 

maintained  a  speed  of  seventeen  knots 
except  during  fogs  ;  and  does  this  state- 
ment agree  with  the  report  of  Admiral 
Domvile  respecting  the  behaviour  of  these 
ships  during  the  manceuvres  in  question  ; 
were  Fleet  artificers  other  than  her  own 
employed  in  remedying  defects  on  hoard 
the  "  Europa  "  during  these  niaiueuvres ; 
and  if  so,  how  many  and  for  how  long  ; 
and  did  Admiral  Domvile  report  as  to  the 
"  Europa  "  that  even  after  the  repairs  had 
been  made  she  could  not  steam  eleven 
knots,  and  did  he  make  a  similar  report 
as  to  the  "  Argonaut  "  ;  if  not,  what  did 
he  report  as  to  the  speed  of  these  ships 
(luring  the  manceuvres  of  1899. 


he  can  explain 


except  during  fogs,  by  stating- the  numi 
of  hours  during  which  that  speed  i 
actually  maintained  by  them,  and  I 
number  of  hours  during  which  the  f< 
necessitated  a  lesser  rate  of  speed,  a 
what  that  lesser  rate  was  ;  and  whetfa 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  their  trials  i 
44  Europa  "  attained  a  speed  of  20#4  kn< 
the  "  Argonaut  "  a  speed  of  21-16-  kn( 
and  tho  u  Vindictive  "  a  speed  of  2 
knots,  the  attainment  by  these  ships 
17  knots  satisfies  the  Admiralty  requi 
ments. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  portions  of 
report  of  the  captain,  of  tlxa  "  E\ico\ 
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aO  was    senior  officer  of    the  cruiser  1 
r^todron,   dealing  with  the  question  of 
are  as  follows — 

proceeded  to   sea    for    convoy  in    Her 

ty's   ship    under   my    command    >&ith 

onaut,'    'Gladiator,'     'Vindictive/    'St. 

'  Diana,'  and  •  Sappho,'  at  five  a.m. 

[t&  30th  July. 

^Proceeding  at  17    knots    'Sappho'    soon 
*mn  to  drop,  complaining  of  priming.     She 
i  sent  hack  to  join  your  flag. 
•We  had  to  ease  to  12  knots  in  the  after- 
t  as  the  '  Argonaut '  had  an  indicator-pipe 
dd ;  soon  after,  at  5.38  p.m.,  we  ran  into 
heavy    fog.      This  necessitated  easing  to  I 
knots,  and  again  to  8  knots  for  a  short 
,  as  the  ships  were  inclined  to  separate ;  I 
at  7.48  p.m.,  speed  was  worked  up 
oots  until  1.8  a.m.,  when  another  dense 
was  run  into,  decreasing  from   17  to  10 
The  positions  of  ships  were  well  main- 
ned,    with   the   exception   of   '  Gladiator.'  | 
erging  at  2.58  a.m.,  speed  was  increased  to 
knots,  and  maintained  right  through  until 
seting    the    convoy  at  5.33  p.m.    on    31st 


fcj  The  speed  of  17  knots  is  a  good  one  for 
:£■»   squadron  of  six  cruisers  to  maintain, 

And  was  no  doubt  determined  by  the 
r  JLdmiral's  orders,  having  regard  to  their 
*'±-  ooal  supply,  and  the  nature  of  the  opera- 
f  iions.  The  Admiral  would  naturally  not 
*    order  them  to  go  at  the  maximum  speed 

*of  the  fastest  ship,  except  in  chase. 

.  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  suppose  I 
-may  assume  that  17  knots  satisfies  the 
Admiralty  requirements  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Generally  speaking 
17  knots  is  a  high  speed  for  a  cruising 
squadron. 


BELLEVILLE    BOILERS— USE    IN    THE 
MERCANTILE  MARINE. 

Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  (Liverpool, 
Xirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  use  of  Belleville  boilers  has  in 
this  country  been  entirely  discarded  in 
the  steamers  of  the  mercantile  marine; 
And,  if  not,  can  he  give  the  names  of  any 
British  trading  steamers  which  are  so 
fitted. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Birming- 
ham, Bordesley)  (for  Mr.  Ritchie)  :  The 
JBoard  of  Trade  are  not  aware  of  any 
vessel  in  the  British  mercantile  marine 
&hat  is  fitted  with  Belleville  boilers. 


ASHANTI— NATIVE  RISING— RELIEF 
OF  COOMASSIE. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby):  Has  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  any 
news  from  Coomassie  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
received  the  following  telegram  from 
the  Commandant  at  the  Base  at  Cape 
Coast — 

"  Cape  Coast,  17th  July.  —  Apparently 
authentic  information  just  received  from 
Bekwai  by  messenger  to  Fumsu  that 
Coomassie  gave  night  signals :  Relieved  on 
15th  July." 

This  is  the  date  on  which  Colonel  Will- 
cocks  expected  to  carry  out  that  relief. 
If  the  news  is  true,  as  I  believe  it  is,  I  think 
it  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  Colonel 
Willcocks  and  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand, who  have  been  fighting  under  the 
most  terrible  conditions  of  climate  and 
season. 

INDIA— EDUCATION. 
Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 
will  state  the  present  number  of  technical, 
industrial,  and  Art  schools  or  classes  in 
India;  the  annual  expenditure  incurred 
by  Government  in  maintaining  the  same ; 
and  what  proportion  such  number  and 
expenditure  bear  to  those  of  colleges  and 
schools  of  general  education. 

Lord    G.    HAMILTON:     My    hon. 

1  friend  will  find  such  figures  as  can  be 
given,  with  a  very  full  discussion  of  their 
bearing  and  effect  in  pages  248  to  281  of 
Mr.  J.  S.  Cotton's  Report  on  the  progress 
of  Education  in  India,  1892-93  to  1895-97, 
which  was  presented  to  Parliament  in 
1898.  There  may  have  been  some  pro- 
gress since  1897,  but  I  apprehend  that  the 
pressure  of  famine  and  plague  in  a  large 
part  of  India  has  not  admitted  of  in- 
creased expenditure  on  this  object  as  a 
whole.  My  hon.  friend  will  see  from  Mr. 
Cotton's  remarks  that  it  is  not  possible 
on  the  figures  available  to  give  separately 
the  number  and  cost  even  of  wholly 
technical  institutions,  inasmuch  as  many 
of  the  technical  schools  are  grouped  in 

I  the  returns  with  other  schools  under  the 
head  of  "Special  Schools."  As  regards 
classes,  the  report  shows  that  in  every 

I  province  attention  is  paid  to  the  teaching 
of    practical    subjects,    which     may    be 

I  described  as    preparatory    technical   in- 
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schools.  It  is  not,  however,  possible  to  |  average  rate  of 
show  separately  the  expenditure  in  teach- :  Is. 
ing  these  subjects,  or  the  number  of  pupils  ; 


Questions, 

second   quarter,  or 
lOd.  in  the£i 


attending  the  classes. 

JAMAICA    RAILWAY     DEBENTURES- 
INCOME    TAX. 

Mr.  BARTLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  any 
decision  has  been  come  to  to  refund  the 
additional  income  tax  charged  at  the  rate 
of  Is.  in  the  £  on  the  overdue  interest 


Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  Dili 
'  and  interest  from  the  public  funds,  1 
,  foreign  or  colonial  loans,  or  foreign 
i  colonial  companies,  and  interest  pudlj 
local  authorities  to  creditors  on  rat^i 
;  by  law  chargeable  with  income 
!  the  rate  in  force  at  the  time  wkenthyl 
:  become  payable  in  this  country,  withal 
regard  to  the  period  during  which  tkr] 
have   accrued.      The   Bank  of  Enghil 


on  the  debentures  of  the  Jamaica  Railway    p 

for  the  years  1897,  1898,  and  1899,  which  ;  have  been  so  informed  by  the  Bonifl 
was  paid  out  of  money  supplied  by  Parlia-  Inland  Revenue,  and  are  under  obtiptinl 
ment  last  year,  but  the  payment  of  which  :  to  deduct  income  tax  accordingly,  hi 


was  withheld  till  May  last. 


Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  have  no 
doubt,  after  inquiry  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Inland  Revenue,  that  the 
income  tax  of  Is.  in  the  £  was  legally 
charged  in  this  case.  ~~ 
therefore,  on  which 
could  be  sustained  is  that  suggested  in 
the  question  that  the  payment  of  the 
interest  was  due  while  the  income  tax 
stood  at  8d.  in  the  «£,  and  was  delayed  by 
the  fault  of  the  Colonial  Government.  I 
have  ascertained  from  the  Colonial  Office 
that,  under  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  trustees  of  the  bondholders,  the  latter 


other  cases,  such  as  mortgage  intent! 
and  ground  rents  and  the  profits  of  (rife  I 
companies  in  the  United  Kingdom' 
income  tax  is  deducted  at  an  araip i 
rate  based  on  the  rates  in  force  darag 
the  period  in  which  the  income  taxed  m  ] 
The  only  ground,  been  accruing,  and  if,  in  any  such  cues, 
a  claim  for  relief  the  business  of  deducting  the  income  tax 
is  conducted  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
this  principle  would  be  followed. 


WILLESDEN  POOR    LAW  CHILDREN- 
RELIGIOUS    INSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  attention 


did  not  become  entitled  to  the  payment ;  has  been  called  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
of  the  arrears  of  interest  and  to  the  issue  Willesden  Board  of  Guardians  on  the 
of  inscribed  stock  in  exchange  for  their  '.  20th  June  last,  during  which  it  appears 
bonds  until  the  final  decree  of  the  Supreme  '  that  the  guardians  made  no  appointment 
Court  of  Jamaica  in  the  matter  was  made  !  of  a  chaplain  for  Rockhall  and  Rochford 
— namely,  on  the  11th  April,  1900 — when  ,  House,  but,  instead,  made  arrangements 
the  income  tax  stood  at  Is.  in  the  X,  and  !  with  the  ministers  of  various  denomina- 
that  the  Executive  Government  of  ;  to  give  religious  instruction  to  the  child- 
Jamaica  cannot  be  held  in  any  way  ren  under  their  charge  in  those  establish- 
responsible  for  the  delay,  if  any,  in  the  ,  ments  ;  whether  the  whole  of  these 
issue  of  the  decree.  I  do  not,  therefore,  ,  children  are  entered  on  the  creed  register 
see  any  sufficient  grounds  for  submitting  j  as  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England; 
a  Vote  to  Parliament  to  defray  the  cost !  and,  if  so,  whether  this  arrangement  is  in 


of  the  remissions  desired,  which  would  be 
the  only  legal  mode  of  affording  relief. 

INCOME  TAX  DEDUCTIONS. 
Mr.  MACLEAN:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  the 
Government  has  authorised  the  Bank  of 
England  to  deduct  income  tax  at  the 
rate  of  Is.  in  the  £  from  coupons  or 
interest  warrants  maturing  on  or  alxmt 


accordance    with   the  regulation    which 

requires  that  children  in  poor-law  estab- 

!  lisdments  should  be  brought  up  in  the 

■  faith  of  their  parents ;   and  whether  he 

;  proposes  to  take  any  action  to  remedy 

this  state  of  things. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL. 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,    Sleaford) :    I    have    made 


the  1st  of  July  instant,  and  whether  the  inquiry  on  this  subject,  and  I  am  informed 

tax  should  not  be  levied  at  therate'of  8d.  that  owing  to  the  temporary  nature  of  the 

in  the  £  for  interest  which  accrued  during  institutions  referred  to  and  also  to  the 

the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  Is.  in  small  number  of  inmates,  the  guardiana 
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%  of  opinion  that  the  appointment  of 
UBtplain  is  not  requisite,  but  that 
ngements  could  be  made  for  voluntary 
gmous  instruction  being  given  to  the 
BhAtts.  The  clerk  states  that  in  pre- 
Efc£  a  rota  of  ministers  he  has  taken 
consideration  the  fact  that  the 
ority  of  the  inmates  are  described  as 
Lvroh  of  England,  and  that  he  has 
Mndingly  arranged  with  the  vicar  of 
parish  for  the  attendance  at  the  two 
fcitutions  of  a  minister  of  the  Church 
England  at  least  once  in  each  week, 
•ohford  House  only  is  provided  as  a 
iae  for  children,  and  the  regulations 
aich  the  guardians  have  drawn  up  pro- 
de  that  the  children  shall  attend  divine 
Mrvice  every  Sunday  at  such  places  of 
porship  in  the  neighbourhood  as  may  be 
1  conformity  with  the  religious  persuasion 
f  the  children.      They  also  provide  that 

>  child  under  the  age  of  twelve  shall  be 
mnitted  to  receive  religious  instruction 
i  variance  with  the  creed  under  which 
a  is  registered  in  the  creed  register. 

Mr.  TALBOT :  Will  the  right  hon. 
entleman  take  care  that  this  temporary 
Tangement  is  not  made  permanent  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  will  make  it  my 
isiness  to  use  my  influence  to  prevent 
lat. 

DUKINFIELD  POSTMASTERSHIP.: 
Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
sk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
^presenting  the  Postmaster  General, 
hether  he  can  state  the  number  of  appli- 
ints  for  the  postmastership  of  Dukin- 
eld ;  and  whether  the  questions  of 
jniority  and  ability  were  considered 
sfore  making  the  appointment. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
he  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
>n)  :  The  number  of  applicants  was  112. 
he  answer  to  the  second  paragraph  of  I 
le  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 

LIVERPOOL    TELEGRAPHISTS- 
PROMOTIONS. 

Mr.  M'GHEE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ecretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
le  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is 
ware  that  a  telegraphist  at  the  Liver- 
ool  Post  Office,  number  34  on  the 
3niority  list,  has  been  promoted  recently 

>  the  class  of  clerks ;  whether  the  men 
rho    were   passed    over    received    any 
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notice  of  the  impending  promotion; 
and  can  he  state  the  reasons  for  their 
non-advancement,  arid  for  what  special 
circumstances  the  junior  officer  was. 
selected. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  A  sorting  clerk 
and  telegraphist,  standing  number  34  of 
his  class  at  Liverpool,  has  lately  been  pro- 
moted to  fill  a  vacant  clerkship.  The 
officers  who  were  passed  over  did  not  re- 
ceive notice  that  the  promotion  was 
under  consideration.  It  is  not  the  prac- 
tice to  issue  any  such  notice,  nor  is  it 
necessary  to  take  such  a  course  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  claims  of  all  the  men 
concerned  receive  proper  consideration. 
The  officer  promoted  was  selected  for  the 
vacant  post  because  he  was  held  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  after  careful  inquiry, 
to  be  the  best  qualified  to  perform  the 
duties  to  be  taken  up. 

HISTORICAL    MANUSCRIPTS 
COMMISSION. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  document  which  he  described  as  the 
Queen's  authority  to  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commissioners,  which  re- 
stricts their  operations  to  manuscripts 
belonging  to  private  persons ;  and 
whether  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  have  taken  any  steps  for  the 
printing  of  any  historical  manuscripts 
acquired  by  them. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  do  not  propose  to 
lay  the  document  formally  upon  the  Table, 
but  I  shall  be  glad  to  show  the  right  hon. 
Member  a  copy.  It  authorises  and  ap- 
points certain  Commissioners  "to  make 
inquiry  into  the  places  in  which  docu- 
ments illustrative  of  history  or  of  general 
public  interest  belongingto  private  owners 
are  deposited."  The  British  Museum  only 
print  and  publish  a  few  exceptional  docu- 
ments, but  they  regularly  publish  cata- 
logues and  indexes  of  all  MSS.  A 
forthcoming  volume  will  include  the  Hard- 
wicke  papers,  which  were  only  bought 
in  1899  and  were  then  in  a  state  of  chaos. 
Even  whilethe  MSS.  are  being  sorted  they 
are  open  to  the  inspection  of  scholars — 
and,  of  course,  when  sorted  and  catalogued 
they  are  open  to  the  general  reader.  The 
catalogues  and  indexes  are  published  and 
sold  to  the  public. 
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JURY  SERVICE— EXEMPTIONS—       j  mittee  of  Council  on  Education  tW 
PAYMENT.  !  candidates  for  the  forthcoming  en^ 

Mr.  BILLSON  (Halifax) :  I  beg  to  J  tion  for  assistantships  in  the  Taj 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  j  and  Albert  Museum  are  being  eekail 
Department  whether  ho  will  instruct  nomination ;  and,  whether  the  qi 
sheriffs  and  coroners  and  their  subor- 
dinates to  omit  from  the  list  of  persons 
liable  to  be  summoned  as  jurymen  all 
persons  who  have  previously  been  excused 
from  service  on  juries  by  reason  of  deaf- 
ness or  other  physical  defects ;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  remunerate 
common  as  well  as  grand  jurymen. 


of  nomination  has  been  recently  i 
stituted  for  that  of  open  competi 
and,  if  so,  can  he  say  for  what  i 
change  has  been  made. 


Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (for  Sir  M. 
White  Ridley)  :  The  Secretary  of  State 
has  no  authority  to  issue  instructions  of 
the  nature  indicated.  The  answer  to  the 
second  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 

PRIVATE  BILL  LEGISLATION— COST - 
RETURN. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment if  he  can  state  when  the  Return 
relating  to  the  expenses  incurred  in  Pri- 
vate Bill  Legislation  ordered  by  the  House 
on  28th  April,  1899,  is  likely  to  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  delay  in  its  presentation,  the  infor- 
mation sought  can  be  given  to  the  end  of 
last  session. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (for  Sir  M. 
White    Ridley)  :    There  has  been    no 
undue  delay  in  presenting  this  Return,  | 
considering  the  great  labour  and  difficul-  j 
ties  involved  in  communicating  with  1,389  j 
separate     local    authorities,    and    1,050 ! 
companies.     Even  as  it  is,  the  Board  of  ! 
Trade  have  failed  to  obtain   any  figures  j 
from  a  considerable  number  of  companies,  \ 
and  have  been  obliged  to  make   up  their  \ 
part  of  the  Return  (with  which  they  have  j 
only  just  been  able  to  supply  me)  without  '■. 
them.     The  printing  of  this  part  of  the  j 
Return  will  be  proceeded  with  as  speedily  i 
as  possible ;  the  rest  of  it  is  practically  ; 
ready.     To  bring  the  Return  down  to  the 
end  of  last  session  would  involve  a  fur- 
ther long  postponement.     I  told  my  hon. 
friend  at  the  time  the  Return  was  granted 
that  it  would  take  a  considerable  time  to 
prepare  it. 

VICTORIA  AND  ALBERT  MUSEUM- 
ASSIST  ANTSHI  PS. 

Mr.  W.  F.  D.  SMITH  (Westminster):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 


The  VICE-PRESIDENT  oi 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  ok  ] 
CATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
versity) :  Assistants  in  the  Yictoti 
Albert  Museum  are  a  new  class,  u 
to  be  filled  up  by  limited  competh 
is  done  in  a  similar  class  in  the  ' 
Museum. 


BOARDING    OUT     OF 
CHILDREN. 


PAUP 


Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-Pi 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Ed 
what  decisionhas  been  come  to  by  tl 
mittee  of  Council  on  Education  wil 
ence  to  the  protest  made  to  the  Prea 
such  Council  by  the  Executive  Coun 
Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions 
the  regulation  contained  in  the  tx 
out  regulations  made  by  the  Coi 
under  the  Elementary  Education 
tive  and  Epileptic  Children)  Ad 
that  no  child  within  that  Act  i 
boarded  out  in  a  home  in  which  ai 
law  child  is  boarded  out  by  a  1 
guardians;  and  whether  such  re/ 
will  be  withdrawn,  thereby  remov 
slur  upon  poor-law  children. 

Sir  J.    GORST :  No  slur  upc 
law   children  is  either  intended 
veyed    by    the    regulation ;    but 
thought  inexpedient  for  two  separ 
distinct  Government  authorities 
jurisdiction  in  the  same  home. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)— I 
GRANT. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
chequer  whether  his  attention  ha 
called  to  the  fact  that,  in  1897 
allocating  the  money  which  sho 
given  to  Scotland  as  against  that  g 
England  in  the  matter  of  the  Vo. 
schools,  the  Scotch  Office  had  est 
that  a  sum  of  £26,000  annuall 
Imperial  funds  would  be  requi 
maintain   the    Scotch  fee  grant 
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holar,  which  he  had  agreed  to  pay 
t  payment  of  the  equivalent  to 
id ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  for 
>ur  financial  years  ending  31st 
,  1901,  the  amounts  paid  or  esti- 
as  requiring  to  be  paid  in  respect 
3  above  undertaking,  instead  of 
iting  to  £104,000,  amount  only  to 
£5,000;  and  whether  he  will  re- 
er  this  payment  to  Scotland.   • 


M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  answer 
first  two  paragraphs  of  the  ques- 
in  the  affirmative  ;  but  this  matter 
t  been  dealt  with  on  the  basis  of 
lent  grants  since  a  fee  grant  of 
>er  child  throughout  the  United 
om  was  substituted  for  the  equiva- 
•ant  system  in  1897.  Up  to  that 
he  Scotch  Education  Department 
aid  a  fee  grant  not  of  10s.  but  of 
sr  child,  partly  out  of  an  Exchequer 
and  partly  out  of  the  residue  of 
>cal  Taxation  Fund.  It  was  thought 
lis  fund  could  no  longer  make  up 
tount  necessary  to  provide  the  addi- 
2s.,  and  as  part  of  the  additional 
ven  to  Education  in  Scotland  in 
ire  undertook  that  if  it  failed  any 
ncy  should  be  made  up  from  the 
juer,  to  an  extent  which  was  esti- 
by  the  Scotch  Office  at  £26,000  as 
[mum,  but  by  the  Opposition  at  no 
than  £18,000.  Since  that  time, 
er,  the  continued  productiveness  of 
ire  of  the  Death  Duties  which  goes 
Scotch  Local  Taxation  Fund  has 
d  that  fund  to  bear  the  cost  of  the 
)nal  2s.  fee  grant  to  Scotland,  and 
anticipated  contribution  from  the 
ijuer  has  not  been  required.  I  cer- 
cannot  accept  the  view  that  we 
to  pay  this  £26,000,  whether  it 
quired  or  not — but  the  fact  that  it 
ot  been  required  might,  I  think, 
:en  into  account  to  some  extent 
isidering  the  proposals  for  further 
liture  on  Scottish  Education  that 
e  brought  before  me. 

LIN    LAND    COMMISSION— THE 
ULSTER  CUSTOM. 

SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
-lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
on  bas  been  directed  to  the  case  of 
.y,  tenant,  and  Mrs.  Corry,  land- 
ecided  by  Mr.  Justice  Meredith  at 
nd  Commission  Court  at  Dublin  on 
ty  last,  when  a  decision  was  come 


to  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  make 
a  sale  on  such  an  estate  dependent  on  the 
Irish  Land  Act  of  1881,  and  not  on  the 
Ulster  custom,  as  has  hitherto  been  be- 
lieved to  be  the  right  of  the  Ulster  tenant ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  amending  the  Irish  Land  Laws, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  Ulster  tenants  from 
being  deprived  of  the  right  of  free  sale 
under  the  Ulster  custom. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  hon.  Member  misappre- 
hends the  facts.  The  sale  was  held  to  be 
a  sale  under  the  Ulster  custom,  one  of 
the  incidents  of  which  is  that  the  land- 
lord should  consent  to  the  transaction  to 
make  it  valid.  In  this  case  this  consent 
had  not  been  given,  and  the  purchaser 
was  accordingly  decided  not  to  be  a 
tenant  entitled  to  have  his  renc  fixed. 
The  decision  upholds  the  custom,  and  no 
legislation  is  necessary. 

ROYAL    IRISH    CONSTABULARY- 
INSPECTOR    GENERAL. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  what  are 
the  special  qualifications  of  Colonel 
Neville  Chamberlain  for  appointment  to 
the  post  of  Inspector  General  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  ;  what  previous 
experience  (if  any)  he  has  of  police  duties 
and  police  administration ;  and  on  whose 
recommendation  was  he  appointed 
Inspector  General. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  In  reply  to 
the  first  two  paragraphs  of  this  question  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  said  in 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member  yesterday, 
except  that  it  has  been  the  rule,  and  not 
the  exception,  since  the  post  of  Inspector 
General  was  created  in  1836,  to  appoint 
military  men  to  the  position.  With 
respect  to  the  last  paragraph,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  of  course,  satisfied  himself  of 
Colonel  Chamberlain's  suitability  for  the 
post,  but  &nf  recommendations  he 
received  must  be  treated  as  confidential. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  What 
previous  experience  had  he  had  of  police 
duties  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  No  direct 
experience. 


Compensation  for  Damage       {COMMONS} 


to  Crops  Bill. 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.E.) :  Is  service 
in  India  or  South  Africa  considered  a 
qualification  for  controlling  the  Irish 
police  ? 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  Does  he  know  how  to 
put  on  a  constabulary  uniform  ? 

DOWNPATRICK  POSTMASTERSHIP. 
Mr.  RENTOUL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  recently  appointing  a  post- 
master for  Rathfriland  the  appointment 
was  given  to  a  person  residing  in  Down- 
patrick  Street ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
that  is  an  inconvenient  locality  for  the 
post  office,  and  that  there  were  four 
applicants  for  the  position  whose  houses 
are  in  the  square  where  the  chief  business 
of  the  town  is  transacted,  he  can  state  the 
reasons  for  locating  the  post  office  in  any 
other  place  than  the  square. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  was  aware  of  the  situation  of  the 
present  sub-postmaster's  premises  when 
appointing  him  sub-postmaster  of  Rathfri- 
land. He  was  considered  to  be  the  best 
qualified  of  the  candidates,  and  was  able 
to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the 
service  of  the  Department,  and  this  was 
regarded  as  more  than  counterbalancing 
any  inconvenience  that  might  be  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  the  office  to  Down- 
patrick  Street.  A  memorial  was  received 
signed  by  many  influential  residents  of 
Rathfriland  in  favour  of  the  candidate 
who  was  selected. 

CLONES  LEVEL  CROSSING. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  can  state  when  the  Report 
promised  upon  the  condition  of  the  level 
crossing  and  of  the  island  platform  at 
Clones  railway  station,  Great  Northern 
Railway,  Ireland,  will  be  issued. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  The  Board 
of  Trade  have  not  yet  received  the  Re- 
port, but  they  are  pressing  for  it ;  and 
as  soon  as  it  is  received  they  will  com- 
municate with  the  hon.  Member. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  any 
Supplementary  Civil    Service  Estimates 
are  to  be  introduced  this  session. 


Mr.  H ANBURY:  Suppleme 
timates  will  be  presented  for 
Services  (Ashanti) ;  for  a  contri 
the  Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  A< 
respect  of  Pauper  Lunatics; 
Contingencies ;  and  possibly  for 
ture  in  connection  with  Prii 
Procedure  in  Scotland. 


Sir  HENRY  FOWLER: 
the  business  to-morrow  ? 


Wh 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  As  re 
business  for  to-morrow,  we  pr 
take  the  Volunteers  Bill  as 
Order.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
any  precise  indication  of  the  bui 
next  week,  except  that  the  India 
will  be  taken  on  Thursday  of  tl 
It  will,  perhaps,  be  convenient  : 
that  on  Thursday  next  and  fo 
mainder  of  the  session  public 
will  begin  at  a  quarter  past  thre 
of  half-past  three  of  the  clock. 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATK 
(1897)  EXTENSION  BIL 

Lords  Amendment  to  be  < 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agrc 

COLONIAL  STOCK   BILL  [ 
Read  the    first  time ;   to   b 
socond  time  upon  Thursday,  « 
printed.  [Bill  300.] 

IMITATION  OF  COUNTY  C 
PROCESS  BILL  [Lords] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  b 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  a 
printed.    [Bill  301.] 

REGISTRATION  OF  FIRMS 

Special  Report  from  the  Sel 

mittee  on  the  Registration  of  I 

with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  br 

and  read. 

Registration  of  Firms  Bill 
without  Amendment. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [I 

COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMi 
CROPS  BILL. 

Order    [this    day]   for    resu] 
journed  Debate  on  Second  Read 
March]  read,  and  discharged ; 
drawn. 


Supply — 
NEW  BILLS. 
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242: 


L    GOVERNMENT    ACT    (1888) 
AMENDMENT    (LONDON). 

o  amend  the  Local  Government 
88,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Herbert  Robertson,  Sir  Andrew 
and  Mr.  Bousfield. 

a     GOVERNMENT     ACT     (1888) 
ENDMENT   (LONDON)   BILL. 

amend  the  Local  Government  Act, 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ; 
sad  a  second  time  upon  Thursday, 
igust,  and  to   be  printed.      [BUI 


NAVAL    RESERVE. 
x>  make  further  provision  for  a 
Reserve,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
Macartney,  Mr.  Goschen,  and  Mr. 
\y  General. 

*AVAL    RESERVE    BILL, 
make    further    provision    for    a 
teserve,"  presented,  and  read  the 
le  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
r  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill 


PPLY  [19th  Allotted  Day]. 
idered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Estimates,  1900-1901  (including 
Supplementary  Estimate). 

otion  made,  and  Question  pro-  j 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  j 
000  (including  an  additional  sum  of  I 
)0),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  | 
:he  Expense  of  the  Contract  Work  j 
)building,  Kepairs,  etc.,  which  will  , 
i  course  of  payment  during  the  ' 
iding  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  | 


FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- , 
I  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,  Han-  \ 
uare) :  As  some  time  has  elapsed  j 
e  Navy  Estimates  were  introduced  j 
make  a  few  general  observations 
Vote.  I  am  afraid  I  may  have  to  j 
the  Committee  at  some  length,  and  < 

they   will  be    good   enough   to  ■ 


extend  some  indulgence  to  me,  as  I  may 
have  some  little  difficulty  in  making 
myself  properly  heard.  Fair  progress 
has  been  made  since  I  last  addressed  the 
Committee  in  shipbuilding  and  in  the 
delivery  of  armour  and  machinery.  I 
cannot  say  that  these  deliveries  are  still 
up  to  our  expectations  and  our  hopes. 
There  is,  however,  a  great  deal  of  im- 
provement since  last  year  in  that  respect. 
Armour  has  distinctly  been  delivered  in 
larger  quantities.  Nevertheless,  both? 
as  regards  armour  and  the  various 
materials  that  are  necessary  for  ship- 
building, there  is  still  a  certain  difficulty 
in  getting  all  that  is  required  in  sufficient 
time.  Many  comments  have  been  made 
on  my  statement  with  reference  to  the 
reasons  why  it  was  inadvisable  to  lay 
down  more  ships.  I  have  a  distinct 
policy  in  that  respect.  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely sorry  if  the  laying  down  of  more 
ships  retarded  the  completion  and  the 
delivery  of  those  that  are  already  in  hand. 
I  should  consider  it  undesirable  to  lay 
down  a  showy  programme  with  a  number 
of  armoured  ships  and  a  number  of  cruisers 
with  the  necessary  machinery,  if  by  that 
I  impaired  to  a  certain  extent  the  rapidt 
completion  of  those  that  are  now  in  hand. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  Admiralty  did  not 
go  rather  too  far  before  in  laying  down 
more  ships  at  the  time  than  those  with, 
which  rapid  progress  could  be  made  ;  and 
I  wish  the  Committee  thoroughly  to  grasp* 
this — that  it  is  not  only  the  shipbuilder, 
it  is  not  only  the  men  in  the  dockyards 
who  have  to  work  to  complete  the  ship, 
but  we  have  to  put  the  tube  manufac- 
turers into  action,  the  manufacturers  of 
gun  mountings,  of  hydraulic  machinery, 
and  of  a  thousand  accessories,  and  unless- 
the  deliveries  of  these  accessories  proceed 
pari  passu  with  the  completion  of  the- 
hulls  of  the  ships  there  is  great  waste. 
Scarcely  in  any.  single  one  of  these 
respects  have  the  contractors  been  able  to« 
keep  their  time.  The  House  knows  the 
many  circumstances*  which  affect  in 
this  way  th*  completion  of  our  ships- 
Shipbuilders  do  not  make  their  own 
tubes,  and  contracts  to  deliver  tubes  have 
to  be  let  to  various  contractors  ;  nor  do  • 
they  make  their  own  hydraulic  machinery. . 
If  they  are  dependent  on  sub-contractors,, 
then,  if  these  sub-contractors  were  at 
once  to  assist  the  new  ships,  it  would  be 
at  the  expense  of  the  delivery  of  the  ships 
now  in  hand.  For  instance,  if  there  were 
more  armoured  ships  laid  down,  it  would: 
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be  more  difficult  to  get  the  armour  which 
we  now  want  for  our  ships;  and  we 
want  armour  for  our  ships  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  public  will  scarcely  realise  the 
•enormous  number  of  ships  that  are  build- 
ing now  for  Her  Majesty  Government. 
Our  programme  is  extremely  large — 
larger  than  it  has  ever  been  at  any  time 
before.  I  am  anxious  that  we  should  go 
on  with  that  programme,  laying  down  other 
ships  so  soon  as  we  see  that  we  have 
got  a  good  prospect  of  making  progress 
with  them.  Some  firms  have  stated  that 
they  are  willing  to  build  ships  at  once, 
■and  we  shall  lay  down  new  ships  as  soon 
as  we  see  a  prospect  of  making  progress 
with  them.  Well,  we  have  got  to  place 
six  armoured  cruisers  under  contract,  and 
I  am  glad  there  will  be  such  good  compe- 
tition for  them  as  I  gather  from  some  of 
the  statements  currently  made.  Again, 
as  regards  the  manufacture  of  machinery, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make  machinery 
not  only  for  these  six  armoured  cruisers, 
but  also  for  the  two  new  battleships  in- 
cluded in  the  programme.  The  Com- 
mittee have  observed  from  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  that  where  we  hare 
had  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  some 
ships  that  were  near  completion  we  have 
availed  ourselves  of  the  option.     In  the 


equ 
Tabled 


which  has  given  rise  to 
and  answers  across   the 
House  and  to  some  eontrovenr  a 
newspapers.      The    controversy  ■ 
newspapers  is    a   very  onesided  m 
versy,  because  while  the  adminkoi 
attacked  da}'  by  day  he  very  sekkw 
the  opportunity  to  reply.    I  hat 
been  charged — a  charge  which  I  tk 
I  had  entirely  disposed  of— with  . 
neglected  to  spend  all  the  money 
has     been    placed     at    the  dispnl 
the     Admiralty     by    the    Home, 
it     is     treated     almost    as  i 
of     trust.       All     the     money  in  I 
dockyards  has  been  spent  in  all  lb 
years.     We  have   not   been  behnfli 
with  our  construction  in  the  dockyd 
It    has  been    through    the   contain 
under  Vote  3,  that  we  have  fallen  bei 
We  cannot  spend  the  money  if  die  i 
tractors  do  not  produce  the  ships  or 
armour  or  the  machinery  for  wWk 
have  to  pay  them.     But  if  there  b 
body  who  must  regret  this  delay,  Hi 
Board  of  Admiralty,  who  are  disappc 
in  their  programme  and  have  to  uw 
what  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  prcx 
not  produced.     The  chief  regret  \\ 
but  we  are  powerless  to  help  or  tc 
it    if  the   contractors    do    not   ea 


option. 

Supplementary  Estimate  we  take  money  to  i  money.  It  must,  however,  be 
complete  the  purchase  of  five  torpedo  boat  J  good  in  subsequent  years.  Evei 
destroyers,  which  are  almost  ready,  and  |  when  the  Estimates  are  being  mi 
which  lay  outside  the  programme  that  I  j  if  we  have  not  spent  the  money  p 
submitted  to  the  House.  One  of  these  is  i  our  disposal  on  shipbuilding,  n 
a  very  interesting  vessel,  a  sister  ship  to  !  added  the  sum  to  the  Estimates 
the  "Viper,"  embodying  the  turbine prin- 1  following  year,  so  far  as  we  knew 
ciple,  which,  so  far  as  we  are  able  at !  penditure  of  the  following  year. 
present  to  see,  has  been  very  successful,  j  take  the  first  year  for  instance. 
There  will  be  further  trials,  but  already  .  sum  unexpended  in  that  year  JE 
.■speeds  of  thirty-six  and  thirty-four  knots  j  was  re-voted  in  the  following  ye« 
have  been  obtained.  We  have  every  hope  \  the  balance  fell  upon  later  years ; 
that  this  new  system  of  propelling  will  j  if  you  once  fall  behindhand  th< 
turn  out  a  success.  That  is  another  argu-  j  ments  must  be  spread  over  a 
ment  for  not  having  done  what  we  are  re-  ]  number  of  years.  All  I  can  c 
proached  in  some  quarters  for  not  having  i  assure  the  House  that,  in  making 
•done — namely,  for  not  having  laid  down  j  Estimates,  we  have  invariably  adc 
a  number  of  new  torpedo-boat  destroyers,  i  was  short-spent  in  one  year  to  i 
We  want  to  see  how  this  new  system,  j  mates  of  the  coming  year,  and  tin 
-which  is  especially  adapted  to  torpedo-boat  j  a  survey  of  the  whole.  Hon.  3 
■destroyers,  will  answer  before  we  com- j  can  test  that  for  themselves.  If  tl 
mence.  We  have  every  reason  to  suppose  j  the  "  Canopus,"  or  the  "  Ocean,"  o 
that  in  this  new  and  most  ingenious  in- !  the  later  ships,  they  will  find  1 
vention  we  shall  find  a  fresh  power  which  j  estimated  expenditure  placed  agai 
we  shall  have  secured  for  this  country,  j  ship  in  the  three  years  or  the  fo 
and  in  which  for  once,  I  think,  this  !  is  much  larger  than  the  total  cosl 
country  will  have  a  start  over  all  other  !  ship — that  is  to  say,  a  part  of  th< 
countries.  I  really  do  not  know  whether  I  is  re-voted.  It  has  not  been  our  fi 
I  ought  to  detain  the  House  on  a  subject  ]  we  have  not  been  able  to  spend  the 
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cannot  reiterate  m  too  strong  terms 
"we  have  always  revoted  the  money 
jarpread  it  over  later  years  when  we 
«d  that  the  amount  of  money  would 
kt.  I  must  apologise  to  the  Com- 
for  having  gone  into  this  matter, 
people  might  think  it  was  wrong 
to  argue  with  sandwichmen,  but 
are  so  many  ways  in  which 
been  spread  by  placards  and 
«aflets  all  over  the  country  that  I 
been  advised  that  it  would  be  wise 
ie  to  contradict  it  once  more — I  hope 
for  all.  There  is  another  and  still 
absurd  charge — namely,  that  the 
liralty  have,  out  of  deference  to  the 
ury,  endeavoured  to  induce  Con- 
ors to  slacken  the  speed  with  which 
were  building  their  ships,  and  putting 
"the  necessity  for  paying  the  instal- 
it8.  I  always  wonder  where  such 
ies  can  be  hatched.  I  cannot  imagine 
it  can  possibly  be  the  ground  for  them. 
i  told  it  was  suggested  that  1  still 
led  some  of  my  Chancellor  of  the 
thequer  instincts,  and  that  I  was 
lous  to  do  a  good  turn  to  my  right 
friend  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
thequer  by  allowing  him  to  have  more 
mey  to  pay  off  debt  rather  than  spend- 
_  it  upon  ships  for  which  I  am  responsible. 
need  scarcely  assure  the  House  that  it 
too  puerile,  too  absurd,  to  make  such 
suggestion  as  this.  Far  from  it,  in 
ie  cases  we  have  given  advances  to 
contractors  who  were  not  yet  entitled  to 
them,  to  help  them  over  some  difficulty 
in  order  to  be  sure  that  we  should  not 
check  the  building  of  ships  for  whose 
delivery  we  are  so  anxious.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  single  person,  in  this  House  at 
all  events,  who  would  believe  that  any 
Admiralty  would,  in  deference  to  any 
Department  of  the  State,  induce  contrac- 
tors to  slacken  the  speed  with  which  they 
can  build  ships.  Certainly  no  such  sug- 
gestion has  ever  been  made  to  me  while 
I  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty. 
I  have  said  enough  now  on  the  general 
progress  which  has  been  made  with 
our  shipbuilding,  and  I  hope  I  do 
not  take  at  all  a  pessimistic  view. 
I  believe  that  from  month  to  month 
we  shall  now  get  on  better,  and  that  we 
shall  find  the  deliveries  on  which  we 
count  coming  in  more  punctually  with 
every  quarter.  It  will  be  a  great  satis- 
faction to  me  if,  at  the  end  of  this  year, 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  we  have 
spent,  as  1  hope  we  shall  spend,   every 


shilling  the  House  has  placed'  at  our  dis- 
posal. The  House  may  wish  to  know 
what  type  of  battleships  are  to  be  the 
two  which  are  to  be  laid  down  in  the 
dockyards.  They  are  to  be  of  the 
"  Formidable  "  and  not  of  the  "  Canopus '" 
type.  Then,  the  new  "Hermes"  will  be- 
about  a  knot  faster  than  the  former 
"Hermes."  I  do  not  think  the  House 
will  think  it.  necessary  that  I  should  say 
anything  about  the  smaller  ships.  They  are 
of  the  same  character  as  their  predecessors- 
With  reference  to  one  very  important 
question  connected  with  shipbuilding,  I 
will  refer  in  one  sentence  to  the  experi- 
ments of  the  "Belleisle"  and  the  question  of 
the  amount  of  wood  which  is  to  be  put 
into  our  ships.  Now,  so  far  as  the  experi- 
ments on  the  "  Belleisle  "  could  prove  that 
proper  arrangements  for  flooding  the 
decks  and  for  taking  every  precaution! 
against  fire  will  have  great  success,  so  far 
I  think  the  experiment  has  been  distinctly 
successful.  Attention  is  always  called  to* 
the  Spanish  and  Chinese  ships,  but  on  the 
Chinese  and  Spanish  ships  we  have  no 
evidence  whatever  that  they  had  these 
fire  services  and  all  these  precautions, 
which  are  taken  on  board  British  men-of- 
war.  In  the  case  of  the  "  Belleisle  "  the 
pumps  continued  to  flood  the  deck  during 
the  whole  of  the  bombardment,  and  were 
found  to  be  quietly  wetting  the  deck, 
after  a  certain  part  of  the  ship  had  been 
destroyed.  But  I  frankly  say  that  I  wish 
to  guard  the  Admiralty  against  the  im- 
pression that,  because  this  experiment 
shows  what  it  has  shown,  therefore  we 
should  be  at  all  remiss  in  diminishing 
as  far  as.  we  possibly  can  the  em- 
ployment of  wood  in  all  our  battleships. 
What  our  critics  do  not  quite  realise  is 
this:  that,  if  there  is  to  be  a  general 
reform  carried  out  and  that  reform  ia 
carried  out  at  once,  it  would  involve 
taking  an  undue  number  of  ships  to 
pieces  at  possibly  a  very  unfavourable  and 
critical  moment  When  we  are  asked  to 
reconstruct  ships,  what  does  it  mean  1  It 
means  that  at  a  given  time  those  ships 
must  be  put  out  of  action  for  six  months 
or  a  year,  or  for  even  a  longer  period. 
Therefore  it  has  to  be  done  with  judgment, 
and  we  must  watcb  the  political  situa- 
tion of  the  day,  leut  we  should  be  found 
improving  ships  just  when  ships  are  re- 
quired, and  instead  of  being  ready  at  a 
critical  moment  we  should  find  oursleves 
with  ships  stripped,  and  unable  to  be  put 
into  line. 
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Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  asked  a  question 
with  regard  to  the  use  of  non-inflammable 
wood. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Non-inflammable 
wood  is  a  different  part  of  the  question. 
We  are  putting  non-inflammable  wood 
into  some  of  the  ships  we  are  building 
now,  but  the  use  of  non-inflammable  wood 
has  not  been  entirely  satisfactory,  not  as 
regards  its  non-inflammability,  but  as 
regards  some  of  its  other  properties  which 
make  it  rather  difficult  to  employ  it  in 
certain  parts  of  the  ships.  Great  atten- 
tion is  being  paid  to  the  matter,  but 
it  must  not  be  thought  that  the  question 
•can  be  solved  by  employing  this  particular 
wood  without  considerable  further  experi- 
ence and  experiment. 

*SiR  J.  COLOMB  .(Great  Yarmouth) : 
Is  it  not  time  that  the  difficulty  mostly 
experienced  is  with  regard  to  painting  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  That  is  one  difficulty  ; 
there  are  other  defocts.  There  are 
certain  qualities  in  non-inflammable  wood 
which,  when  it  is  brought  into  contact 
with  screws  and  other  ironwork  which  are 
:required  in  fastening  the  wood,  lead  to 
corrosion.  But  this  is  not  so  simple  a 
question  as  it  may  at  first  sight  appear. 
Now  I  approach  a  topic  which  attracts  a 
great  deal  of  interest,  one  which  is  very 
technical  indeed,  and  one  with  regard  to 
which  I  should  like  to  give  some  explana- 
tion and  information  to  the  House — 
namely,  the  very  controverted  question  of 
water-tube  boilers.  Now,  the  experts  in 
this  House  and  those  who  are  initiated  in 
the  matter  will  excuse  me  if  on  some 
points  I  seem  to  explain  facts  that  are 
known  to  experts,  but  which  may  not  be 
so  well  understood  by  the  uninitiated.  In 
the  first  instance,  a  great  distinction  is  to 
be  drawn  between  two  classes  of  water- 
tube  boilers — the  small  water-tube  boilers 
and  the  large  water-tube  boilers.  The 
large  water-tube  boiler  is  generally  repre- 
sented by  the  Belleville  and  Niclausse  ; 
and  some  other  types.  The  small  water- 
tube  boiler  is  represented  by  the  Thorny- 
croft,  the  Normand,  the  Yarrow,  and 
•others.  These  two  classes  resemble  each 
other  in  some  respects,  and  especially 
in  this,  that  they  are  both  applied ' 
'to  high  pressure  —  very  high  pres- : 
sure— in  all  the  ships  of  the  class  of  ■ 
water-tube    boilers.       There    is    also    a 


|  certain    approximation    betra 

!  water-tube     boilers     and   large  i 

\  tube  boilers.     A  water-tube  bob;  I 

:  say  to  those  who  are  not  cogmntfi 

\  subject,  is  a  boiler  where  the  nte 

!  the  tubes  and  the  fire  is  outside  i 

!  tubes,   while  with  the  cylindridH 

;  the  fire  is  in  the  tubes  and  tk  4 

!  is  around.     The  water-tube  bofaik 

i  this   advantage,  that  they  reqnnti 

i  one-tenth  of  the  water  which  is  cab 

in   the  cylindrical  boiler,  and,  nl 

|  were  no  other  considerations,  there* 

j  be  a  gain  in  lightness  in  favour  i 

\  water-tube  boiler  as  against  the  cjbi 

!  boiler,    which    requires   so  muck  i 

1  water.     I  only  make  that  obsenaii 

:  the    way.     I  now  return  to  wiw 

I  boilers  generally.     The  small  vita 

:  boiler  was  introduced,  I  think,  a 

:  ago  as  1885,  and  it  has  been  applied 

to  the  destroyers  and  the  torpedo  1 

and    I  doubt    whether  we  could 

torpedo  boat  destroyers  in  the  A 

,  which   we  have  them,   with  a  sp 

thirty  knots,  without  the  help  of 

tube    boilers.      But    the   attack 

;  made  upon  the  small  water-tube  \ 

I  think  they  are  accepted  wit] 

merits  and  demerits,  because,  of 

as  they  have  merits,   so,  too,  th 

demerits.     We  have  now  gone 

three  or  four  stages  with  regart 

machinery,  and  I  may  point  ou 

some  historical  interest,  that  prec 

same  outcry  which  is    being  ra 

against    water-tube    boilers    wa 

against  triple-expansion  machine] 

1892.  There  was  a  great  prejudic 

that  form  of  boiler  in  tne  Nav1 

was  ultimately  overcome. 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLA 
(Yorkshire,  Shipley):  But  there 
breakdown  at  sea. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:   I  am  corni* 

breakdown  at  sea,  if  the  Conimi 

have  patience.       I  will  try  to  < 

the  ground,  but  I  want  the  Coma 

:  realise  what  it  means — and  perha] 

some  bearing  on  the  breakdown— 

this  greater  steam  pressure.*    In 

battleships  and  cruisers  the  stea 

sure  of  the  engines  was  95  lb. 

the  pressure  was  135   lb.,   and 

battleships  we  have  gone  up  to  3( 

:  the  boilers  and  250  lb.  at  the  < 

;  That  is  to  say  that  since  1885  \ 

i  risen  itoin  W  \fo.  to  I'oQYa.  *&  t*$ 
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The  Committee  will  see,  even 
o  understand  nothing  about 
at  if  you  have  tnis  enormous 
n  steam  pressure  the  machinery 
at  is  constructed  to  stand  that 
lave  to  undergo  a  much  fiercer 
may  use  the  word,  than  they  had 
;o  in  the  old  times. 

LLAN  (Gateshead) :  May  I  re- 

>  right    hon.    Gentleman    that 

>  that  pressure  in  the  mercantile 


3SCHEN:  I  will  come  to  the 

e  marine;  I  will  endeavour  to 

hon.  Gentleman's  argument,  as 

lose  of  my  hon.  friend ;  but  the 

s    very  technical,  and   I    hope 

ibers  will  permit  me  to  proceed 

interruption.      The    mercantile 

as  to  do  totally  different  work. 

;  of  the  mercantile  marine  have  a 

programme  to  carry  out.     They 

io  work  which  the  men-of-war 

x>  do,  and  the  men-of-war  have  to 

which   the  mercantile  marine 

to  do.     The  mercantile  marine 

their  engines  without  regard  to 

jted     deck,    below    which    the 

nust  be  kept  and  above  which  it 

dangerous  to  keep  them.    Men- 

lust   compress   their   machinery 

space  and  weight  as  will  enable 

jarry  armour  and  guns,  and  they 

uce  all  this  not  only  with  refer- 

the  construction  of  boilers,  but 

reference  to  machinery  which  has 

the  great  pressure  of  250  lb.  at 

nes  and  300  lb.  in   the  boilers. 

enius  of  our  engineers  and  the 

our  manufacturers  by  degrees, 

by    experience,    sometimes  by 

inf ul  experience,  show  that  they 

to    create   machinery   and    to 

the  auxiliary  appurtenances  to 

hinery   to   stand  this  test,    and 

ive  lighter  machinery — because 

le  point — they  will  have   made 

e  efficient   men-of-war,  and  will 

bled  you  to  compete  better  with 

of  foreign  nations.     That  is  the 

iry  answer  which  I  give  to  my 

id  opposite.     In  torpedo  boats  in 

pressure  was  130  lb.  to  150  lb. 

yers  in  1895  it  was  225  lb.     The 

ee  will  see,  therefore,    that  the 

applied  has  risen,  and  it  will  be 

a    careful  study  of  the   sub- 

}   the  main  difficulties   are   not 


in  the  boilers.  The  main  difficulties 
have  been  in  the  engines  and  in  the 
auxiliary  appliances  of  the  ship,  and  the 
steam  pipes  especially,  with  their  present 
enormous  length.  The  difficulties  have 
been  to  get  a  perfect  system  which  will 
endure,  this  high  pressure.  Then  as 
regards  revolutions.  In  1885  the  revolu- 
tions were  seventy-five  to  eighty-five. 
Now,  in  1900,  they  are  110.  The  greatest 
differences,  of  course,  are  in  the  smaller 
ships.  The  smaller  cruisers  bad  110  revolu- 
tions, and  they  have  now  gone  up  to  185, 
the  third-class  cruisers  to  250  ;  in  torpedo 
gunboats  they  have  gone  up  to  370,  and 
in  torpedo  boat  destroyers  to  380  and  400 
revolutions.  I  ask  the  Committee  to  con- 
sider for  a  moment  these  figures,  and  to  see 
what  it  means  to  have  these  400  revolu- 
tions in  a  minute,  as  is  done  in  the  torpedo 
boat  destroyers.  There  are  defects  con- 
tinually, and  no  doubt  sometimes  those 
defects  are  made  to  reflect  on  the  Belleville 
boilers.  Now  I  must  pass  rapidly  .over  the 
torpedo  boat  destroyers.  The  pace  is  so 
tremendous,  the  revolutions  are  so  many, 
and  the  pressure  is  so  high,  that  certain 
defects  are  expected.  We  take  that  into 
account  in  the  number  of  destroyers  that 
we  order,  and  that  we  arrange  for  employ- 
ment in  time  of  war.  We  say,  "  We  have 
100  destroyers;  and  there  will  be  a 
certain  proportion  of  them  in  need  of 
repair."  But  a  torpedo-boat  destroyer  is 
always  employed  near  a  base;  and  we 
are  now  arranging  to  have  repairing  ships 
for  all  the  groups  of  destroyers,  able  to 
carry  out  the  repairs  in  case  of  small 
accidents  to  the  machinery  without 
having  recourse  to  the  dockyards  them- 
selves. The  small  water-tube  boilers  are 
always  put  into  the  destroyers  and  into 
some  of  the  third-class  cruisers.  In 
France  they  have  put  the  small  water- 
tube  boilers  into  some  of  their  very  large 
cruisers ;  but  it  is  strongly  held  at  the 
Admiralty — though  experience  may  show 
this  to  be  wrong— that  the  small  tube 
boilers  have  a  shorter  life  than  the  large 
tube  boilers ;  and,  therefore,  where  you 
can  use  the  latter,  it  is  wiser.  Mr. 
Yarrow  is  hard  at  work  on  the  whole 
subject,  and  it  may  ultimately  be  proved 
that  these  boilers  have  a  longer  life  than 
we  can  at  present  assign  to  them ;  but,  of 
course,  the  life  of  a  boiler  must  be  taken 
into  consideration.  As  to  the  Belleville 
boilers,  they  were  first  introduced  into 
the  British  Navy  in  the  "  Sharpshooter. " 
They  were  tried  there,  axA  \\».\\xy%  \«raa 
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successful,  the'  Admiralty  of  the  day 
applied  them  to  the  "Powerful"  and  the 
"Terrible."  The  "Sharpshooter"  is  a 
vessel  of  about  730  tons,  and  the  "  Power- 
ful *'  and  "  Terrible  "  are  vessels  of  14,000 
tons.  I  well  remember  the  argument 
used  at  that  time,  and  it  is  a  very  in- 
teresting point  in  connection  with  water- 
tube  boilers.  The  water-tube  boilers  are 
much  smaller  than  the  cylindrical  boilers 
in  this  respect :  that  where,  in  a  battle- 
ship, you  have  eight  cylindrical  boilers 
you  have  twenty  water-tube  boihrs. 
The  result  is  that,  if  anything  goes 
wrong  with  one  boiler,  in  the 
case  of  water-tube  boilers  only  one- 
twentieth  of  the  boiler-power  is  out  of 
action  ;  while  in  the  case  of  the  cylindrical 
boilers  one-eighth  is  out  of  action.  In 
the  water  tube  type  you  distribute  the 
risks  over  a  much  wider  area,  and  the 
accident  is  smaller  in  extent.  There  is 
this  further  advantage — that  you  can 
repair  the  water-tube  much  more  easily 
than  the  cylindrical  boiler.  When  you 
have  a  protected  deck  it  is  a  very  different 
thing  repairing  a  water-tube  boiler  from 
lifting  up  your  deck  to  get  at  a  cylindrical 
boiler  which  represents  one-eighth  of  the 
whole  boiler  power.  It  may  fairly  be 
admitted,  even  by  the  opponents  of  the 
water-tube  boilers,  that  that  is  one  of 
their  advantages.  They  are  easier  of 
access  and  easier  of  repair,  and  the  risks 
are  distributed  over  a  larger  area.  The 
defects  of  the  water- tube  boilers  are 
alleged  by  their  opponents  to  be 
that  they  are  less  reliable  and 
more  exposed  to  develop  defects.  The 
question  is,  Are  these  defects  inherent  or 
are  they  remediable  1  It  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  there  are  defects,  though  they 
have  .been  exaggerated.  If  they  are 
irremediable,  then  we  must  abandon  the 
water-tube  boilers.  But  if  they  are 
remediable,  and  if  experience  shows  month 
by  month  that  you  can  deal  with  them  ; 
and  if  other  experience  shows  that  fre- 
quently these  defects  have  been  overcome ; 
then  it  would  be  folly  to  sacrifice  the  clear 
advantages  of  the  water-tube  boilers  be- 
cause you  have  given  up  too  soon  the  task 
of  remedying  temporary  and  not  inherent 
defects,  due  to  inexperience.  That  is  a 
fair  statement  of  the  issue  between  the 
two  sides.  Our  position  is  that  the  defects 
are  remediable;  that  they  have  been  in  part 
remedied,  and  are  being  further  remedied, 
and  we  must  attempt  to  secure  the  advan- 
tages of  water-tube  boilers  by  endeavour- 
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ing  to  meet  the  defects  as  they 
go  back  for  one  moment  to  the 
of  the  "  Sharpshooter  n  and  the  *h 
fill."    The  "Powerful"  had  tap 
boilers,   and    the    "Sharpshooter 
eight.     I  will  not  say  that  the ' 
the  "  Powerful "  were  absolutely  a 
tition  of  those  in  the  "SharpAcW 
but  they  were  only  one-third  larger; 
therefore,  if  you  had  seen  the  worbj 
the  boilers  in  the  "Sharpe*"***'-* 

could  form  a  very  good  o^ 

working  of  the  "  rowerf uTs  "  fortj-aj 
boilers.  There  was  one  element* 
time,  perhaps,  which  was  not 
considered  in  the  very  great  stride  ii 
had  been  made ;  and  that  is  an  ekai 
which  is  facing  us  continually  in  alA 
difficult  question — namely,  the  \m 
element.  The  supervision  of  forty-q 
boilers  is  a  much  greater  task  tha 
supervision  of  eight  boilers,  even  after; 
have  multiplied  the  number  of  engn 
in  proportion.  The  advance  was 
rapid;  and  I  think  it  will  be  i 
that  the  defects  are  not  ink 
in  the  "Powerful "  and  subee 
ships.  But  there  has  been  difficri 
the  insufficient  early  training  o 
engineers,  stokers,  and  engine-roon 
ficers  in  their  new  and  more  comp 
occupations.  Perhaps  the  advac 
made  was  too  rapid ;  but  we  1 
choose  between  that  and  the  sacr 
the  additional  speed  and  addition 
power  which  the  water-tube  boiler 
while  it  was  pretty  certain  that  w 
genius  of  English  engineers  and 
source  of  English  stokers  the  initi 
culties  of  training  would  be  overcc 
we  believe  that  it  is  being,  and 
know  that  it  has  been  to  a  large 
elsewhere.  The  "  Powerful "  ai 
"Terrible"  were  completed,  an 
"Powerful"  was  put  into  comn 
Some  hon.  Members  and  a  portion 
press  are  accustomed  to  speak 
"Powerful"  as  "the  lame  duck." 
afraid  that  it  is  the  same  with  a 
with  a  woman — once  damage  her  : 
tion  and  she  will  never  reco^ 
The  "Powerful's"  reputation  ha 
damaged  not  by  any  accident  \ 
boilers,  not  by  anything  rei 
connected  with  her  water-tube  I 
but  by  a  breakdown  at  Ma 
and  Colombo,  due  to  the  heating 
main  engines  and  to  some  defects 
auxiliary  machinery.  When  she  n 
Colombo  her  officers  declared  that 
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pr-    vegret  was  that  "  some  inconsequent 
l£    in  the  House  of  Commons  "  had  de- 
the  accident  to  be  due  to  the  water- 
boilers.      When    the    "Powerful" 
•d    at     Hong     Kong     there    were 
■Qtable  descriptions  of  her  sent  home. 
■fer  '  aahe  had  been  the  finest  ship  and  the 
ship,  and  she  had  done  the  fastest 
on  the  China  Station  of  any  vessel 
service.   'The  "  Powerful  "  on  the 
Station  did  extremely  well.     One 
great  drawbacks  which  has  to  be 
with  is  the  high  coal  consumption. 
had  no  economisers.    But  apart  from 
she   did    admirably.     From    Hong 
to   Manila  she  steamed  for  four 
at   20  3    knots,    and    for  twenty- 
hours  at  nearly  20  knots ;  and  no 
idrical  boiler  ship  has  ever  done  such 
on  commission.     From  Hong  Kong 
"Yokohama  she  steamed  for  four  hours 
more    than    20  knots ;   and    in    the 
nel  and  the  Atlantic,  for  sixty  hours, 
three-fifths  of  her  power,  15,000-horse 
er,  she  steamed  at  19*6  knots.  A  ship 
can  do   19*6  knots  with  three-fifths 
her    power,    is    a    very  good    ship, 
need     not     be     called    a     "  lame 
ik."      The     defects     stated    at    the 
te  of  these  trials  were  small  defects. 
is  unfair  to  expect  waier-tube  boilers 
perform  feats  which  they  were  never 
asked  to  perform.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  ought  to  speak  at  such  length,   but   I 
have  felt  the  importance  of  this  question 
being  one  of  the  greatest  responsibility 
to  the  First  Lord.     These  are  some  of  the 
advantages   claimed   for    the  water-tube 
boiler — greater  speed,  greater  power  of 
getting  up  speed  quickly,  lighter  weight, 
and  smaller  space.       This  last  point    is 
disputed,  but  there  is  claimed  for  them 
generally  greater   speed  on    smaller    di- 
mensions, which  allows  of  more  guns  or 
heavier    guns.       These     advantages  are 
scarcely  denied  to  the  water-tube  boilers 
except  by  extreme  opponents,  but  it  is 
argued   that    these   boilers  are   exposed 
to    defects      to      which      the      others 
are  not    exposed.     That  is   the  general 
charge  that  is  brought  against  them.     If 
anyone  has  studied  the  Paper  circulated 
or  the  accidents  which  have  taken  place 
they  will  have  seen  the  many  directions 
in   which  these  defects   have  occurred, 
and  that  in  comparative  proportion  those 
which  have  occurred  in  the  boilers  as 
compared  with  those  in  the  engines  and 
in  the  steam  pipes  connected  with  the 
engines  are  very  lew.     I  call  attention  to 
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the  last  table  in  the  Memorandum  circu- 
lated, where  it  is  shown  that  only  thirty- 
eight  tubes  out  of  the  thousands  enumer- 
ated there  have  burst  since  the  accident 
in  the  "Terrible."  Side  by  side  with, 
this  increased  pressure  to  which  I  have 
referred,  side  by  side  with  this  more 
complicated  arrangement,  there  has  been 
an  enormous,  in  some  respects  a  regret- 
table but  unavoidable,  increase  in  all  the 
auxiliary  machinery  of  ships.  There  are 
auxiliary  engines  for  the  working  of  the 
capstan,  motors,  electric  light,  and  re- 
frigerators. All  these  engines  are  put 
in  different  parts  of  the  ship  connected 
with  steam  pipes  all  along,  and  with 
this  enormous  length  of  steam  piping 
you  have  a  high  pressure  operating  on 
the  joints  of  those  pipes ;  and  the  diffi- 
culty arises  as  much  from  the  multiplica- 
tion of  the  machinery  as  from  any  prin- 
ciple affecting  the  boiler,  and  it  is  in  that 
direction  vou  must  endeavour  to  find 
some  solution.  But  the  defects  are  not, 
as  we  believe,  important  defects.  There 
has  been  one  important  breakdown 
enumerated  in  the  Memorandum,  the 
"  Hermes."  Apart  from  that,  the  class  of 
breakdowns  generally  are  with  reference  to- 
some  of  the  minor  arrangements  of  the  ship. 
All  these  are  brought  forward,  but  what 
is  not  brought  forward  are  the  successful 
runs  of  the  ship.  We  have  got  a  certain 
number  of  ships  in  commission,  amonsf 
them  the  "Andromeda,"  the  "Niobe, 
and  the  "  Diadem."  All  these  ships  are 
doing  most  excellent  work.  Then  you 
have  the  "Arrogant "  and  the  "  Furious  "  ; 
they  have  made  excellent  runs.  There  is- 
one  ship  which  has  been  a  disappointment, 
the  "Europa."  A  curious  thing  is  this, 
that  the  "Europa"  is  a  sister  ship  to  the 
•'Andromeda,"  the  "Niobe,"  and  the 
"Diadem."  That  the  "Europa"  is  not 
doing  well  proves  that  there  must  be 
something  in  her  arrangements  not  yet 
discovered,  but  it  is  not  in  the  system  of 
boilers,  if  it  were  you  would  find  the  same 
defects  in  the  other  ships  ;  it  is  in  the 
management  of  leaks  in  unsuspected 
places  or  defects  of  that  kind  where  the 
disappointment  must  have  taken  place. 
It  is  very  much  the  same  with  the 
"Hermes"  and  the  "Highflyer."  All 
these  things  require  most  careful  exami- 
nation, and  that  examination  is  continu- 
ally going  on.  I  claim  that  we  have 
never  tried  to  hide  our  difficulties  in  the 
least.  We  have  never  curtailed  the 
experiments  we  a&va  maAs.    "^fc  Vw** 
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increased  the  trials  of  our  ships  in  every 
way,  and  we  have  made  special  trials.  We 
are  not  thinking  of  damaging  our  case  ; 
we  are  seeking  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the 
question  of  water-tube  boilers  and  testing 
them  in  every  possible  way.  The  personnel  of 
the  Fleet  has  increased  at  so  large  a  rate  that 
it  has  been  impossible  to  give  that  full 
training  to  the  younger  men  we  should 
like.  There  are  a  number  of  engineers 
and  stokers  who  have  not  had  experi- 
ence on  water-tube  boiler  ships,  but  we 
are  not  going  to  shrink  from  putting 
water-tube  boilers  into  commission,  not 
only  with  th«  object  of  seeing  whether 
they  have  those  defects,  but  also  in  order 
to  accustom  as  many  engineers  and  stokers 
as  possible  to  the  use  of  those  boilers,  of 
which  we  have  so  many  in  the  Navy.  I 
have  quoted  the  case  of  the  "Powerful." 
Here  are  some  special  trials  of  the  Belle- 
ville boilers.  The  "  Diadem,"  from  Gib- 
raltar to  the  Nore  in  1898,  ran  1,330 
miles  at  a  speed  of  19*27  knots.  That  is 
an  extremely  good  run.  The  "  Andro- 
meda," from  Gibraltar  to  Malta,  891 
miles,  attained  a  speed  of  19*1  knots, 
using  four-fifths  of  her  power  only.  On 
a  recent  occasion  the  Mediterranean 
Squadron  steamed  a  distance  of  800  miles, 
from  Gibraltar  to  Aranci  Bay.  The 
"  Ocean,"  with  the  water-tube  boilers, 
steamed  790  miles  at  four-fifths  n.d 
power,  at  16*9  knots,  and  beat  the  "Re 
nown,"  the  next  fastest  of  the  ships  in 
the  Mediterranean  Squadron,  by  one  knot, 
and  other  battleships  by  from  1*9  to  2*79 
knots.  The  "Ocean,"  with  the  water- 
tube  boilers,  is  the  fastest  ship  on 
the  Mediterranean  station.  I  should 
like  to  clear  up  one  point  which 
is  continually  raised  by  hon.  Members.  I 
revert  again  to  the  question  of  defects. 
Are  they  remediable  or  irremediable  ? 
What  is  the  experience  of  other  countries? 
I  am  told  thai  there  are  hon.  Members 
who  have  given  an  indirect  warning  by 
•conveying  that  if  there  is  one  argument 
to  which  they  would  not  listen  with 
patience  it  would  be  that  the  British 
Navy  could  learn  anything  from  foreign 
navies,  or  that  their  experience  would  be 
in  any  way  a  guide  to  the  experience  of 
this  country.  There  are  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  think,  and  I  have  seen  it  stated 
in  the  press  within  the  last  few  days,  that 
we  were  going  to  introduce  a  fad  of  the 
French  Navy.  I  remind  those  who  are 
.so  chary  of  allowing  us  to  look  into  the 
•doings  of  other  countries,  some  of  which, 
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like  the  French  and  the  United  Sq 
have  a  very  great  reputation  fori 
ing,  that  in  the  case  of  the  * 
:  and  the  muzzleloader  the  same  M 
,  language  was  used  with  regard  to  tat 
,  traduction  of  French  fashions.  I 
.  ber  the  struggle  there  was  inonk 
:  introduce  the  breechloader 
|  Navy.       What    is     the    result  t 


1 

;  French     got     the    start    of    u  i 

I  they   have  kept   it.     Again,  as  toi 

;  clads,  the  French   were  the  fim  to  i 

armour.     Thus  I   sweep  away  tki 

>  that  we  can  learn   nothing  fron  si 

countries.     It  is  a  dangerous  theorti 

it  betrays  a  wrong  insular  pride  ai 

insular  danger.     How  do  we  stasis 

i  France  1     They   introduced  some  t 

'  ago,  and  while  we   were  expoiM 

;  carefully,  the  water-tube  boilers  m 

'  their  battleships.     In  the  whole  of  1 

fine      Mediterranean      squadron,  1 

,  northern      squadron,      their    con) 

squadron,  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  i 

ship  in  that  fleet  which  has  cyfinj 

boilers.     How  do  we   know  that 

answer  1   They  have  been  seen.   Sa 

these  ships  have  been  seen  for  six  ' 

It  is  our  business  at  the  Admiral 

know  what  the  French  ships  are< 

as    it  is    the  business  of    the  F 

Admiralty  to  know  what  we  are 

Wo  know  the  degree  with  which  tli 

satisfied  with  their  boilers,  and  b 

test :  they  are  re-boilcring  all  th 

ships  that  had  cylindrical  boilers ; 

as    they    can   prepare    them,    th 

,  putting  in    water-tube    boilers. 

Because  they  find  the   water-tub 

;  has  been  a  success  and  answers  t 

:  pose  for  which  they  designed  it ; 

they   think   they   have   overcome 

defects  which  are  due  to  the  trair 

'  being  sufficient,  and   because    ah 

think  the  advantages  to  be  gaina 

freat  that  they  are    bound  to  i 
o  much  for  the  promise.      I  f< 
that  the  House  will  see  that  we  si 
;  wrong  if  we  brushed  away   the 
j  facts.      The  French  First  Lord 
j  Admiraltyclaims  that  their  Medite 
i  fleet  is  a  knot  faster  than  oura  * 
j  cannot  deny  that  the  French  sh 
■  somewhat  faster  than  ours  ;  but 
i  that   with  the  "  Ocean  "  and   he 
'  ships  we  shall  more  than  make 
1  lee-way.     I  say  we  are   bound   t 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
States,  Russia,  Japan,  all   those 
which  are  now  developing  their  ns 
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are  without  hesitation  adopting 
>  boilers.  They  have  not  only 
example,  but  the  criticisms 
against  the  defects  and  the 
ns  of  those  boilers — they  have 
tiat,  yet>  nevertheless,  they  are 
ward  with  water-tube  boilers, 
very  ship  in  the  United  States 
having  water-tube  boilers  put 


BSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
boilers  ? 

OSCHEN:  I  am  arguing  the 
of  water-tube  boilers  versus 
I  boilers.  Before  I  sit  down  I 
with  the  question  of  the  Belle- 
rs.  It  is  more  desirable  to  have 
of  boilers  than  several.  We 
fever,  experimented  with  an- 
e  of  water-tube  boiler  than  the 
The  experiment  has  been 
,  and  we  intend  to  put  one  into 
raiser,  and  I  hope  that  will  be 
y.  I  have  more  plausible 
t  than  the  hon.  Member  for 
7nn  who  say  that  the  whole 
:  water-tube  boilers  is  wrong; 
igainst  them  that  I  have  been  in 
friendly)  controversy  to-night. 
i  is  what  the  Chief  Engineer  of 
d  States  says  on  the  subject— 

ct  that  the  water-tube  boilers  raise 
ckly  is  of  the  greatest  advantage, 
.ted  elsewhere  that  I  consider  the 
Santiago  to  have  developed  the 
9f  the  use  of  water-tube  boilers, 
taught  us  anything  else  or  not." 

retty  strong.     What  they  have 
ctual  war  has  convinced  them 
the  advantages   of   water-tube 
And  again — 

Id  have  been  the  greatest  advantage 
id  during  the  blockade  of  Santiago 
>able  of  raising  steam  in  less  than 
ur." 

r  passage  he  says — 

meantime,  all  that  I  can  have  to 
it  the  use  of  water-tube  boilers  has 
tely  decided  for  our  naval  vessels, 
ater-tube  boilers  give  tactical  ad- 
A  great  moment,  and  because  with 
he  selection,  manufacture,  and 
nt  of  water- tube  boilers,  their  dis- 
s  may  be  neutralised. " 

•ecisely  the  position  we  take  up. 
disguise  the  disadvantages,  but 
e  they  can  be  neutralised,  and 
lually  be  neutralised.  I  have 
lething    with  reference   to   the 


Navy  Estimates.  258 

mercantile  marine.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  mercantile  marine  steamers 
have  perfectly  different  functions  to  per- 
form to  those  of  the  Royal  Navy.  The 
former  go  from  one  port  to  another  con- 
tinuously steaming  the  whole  time, 
whether  at  the  maximum  or  it  may  be 
with  something  in  hand,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  ;  but,  at  all  events,  their 
object  is  to  go  as  fast  as  possible  from  one 
place  to  another.  Their  success  depends 
upon  their  speed,  and  the  coal  consump- 
tion and  other  considerations  of  that  kind 
are  absent  from  their  mind. 

Mr.  ALLAN :  No. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  expressed  myself  accurately  ;  but,  at 
all  events,  what  they  have  got  to  arrive 
at  is  that  they  shall  have  the  reputation 
of  being  the  fastest  steamer  from  port  to 
port.  Their  length  does  not  much  matter ; 
they  know  exactly  the  docks  to  which 
they  go  and  the  docks  to  which  they  will 
go  back ;  and,  as  a  parenthesis,  let  me 
say  that  after  every  voyage  they  have 
their  machinery  examined  and  little 
repairs  put  to  rights  before  they  start  on 
their  next  voyage.  Men-of-war,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  away  sometimes  for  a  year, 
and  their  artificers  must  do  the  best  they 
can  to  make  good  such  defects  as  occur 
in  all  steamships.  It  seems  to  be  supposed 
in  some  quarters  that  the  one  thing  for  a 
man-of-war  is  to  try  and  get  an  extra  knot 
at  full  speed.  Here  is  a  curious  fact.  It 
will  startle  hon.  Members  to  know  that 
the  difference  in  speed  of  the  "  Powerful " 
between  18,000  horse-power  and  25,000 
horse-power  is  1*2  of  a  knot,  or  say  1J 
knots.  To  put  on  extra  pressure  to 
the  extent  of  7,000  horse-power  for  the 
sake  of  one  extra  knot  and  a  quarter, 
when  you  are  cruising  from  one  port  to 
another  without  any  particular  purpose, 
would  surely  not  be  common  sense,  and 
our  Admirals  do  not  do  it,  except,  it  may 
be,  for  purposes  of  experiment.  I  will 
show  the  conditions  under  which  Her 
Majesty's  Navy  generally  cruise.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Queeus  Regulations  the  follow- 
ing is  the  classification  of  the  speeds  to  be 
used  on  different  occasions  with  natural 
draught — 

"  With  all  despatch,  four-fifths  power ;  with 
despatch,  three-fifths  power;  with  ordinary 
despatch,  two-fifths  power;  and  for  ordinary 
steaming,  one-fifth  power.  Air  pressure  ana 
four-fifths  power  are  only  to  be  used  in  cases 
of  great  urgency." 
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When  hon.  Members  talk  of  the  "  Power- 
ful "  "  crawling  home,"  her  commander  is, 
in  fact,  simply  obeying  the  Queen's  Regula- 
tions. I  might  dilate  on  the  subject  of  the  j 
mercantile  marine  not  adopting  water-tube  j 
boilers ;  but  I  prefer  not  to  do  so,  for  I  j 
am  afraid  I  have    already     almost  ex- ! 
hausted    the  patience   of  the    House —  \ 
[Hon.    Members  :    No,  no.]  —  I  know  : 
that  whatever  I  say  to-night  will  not  have  j 
the  effect  of  allaying  the  public  uneasi- ! 
ness.    Partly  on  account  of  breaks-down,  i 
due  to  numerous  small  defects,  the  small- ! 
ness  of  which  cannot  be  appreciated  by  » 
people  generally,  but  defects  which  hon.  : 
Members  by  eloquent  speeches  know  how  : 
to  magnify,  a   feeling  of  uneasiness   has  j 
been  created  in  the  public  mind.     I  re-  j 
cognise  that  the  House  and  the  country  ; 
have  with  unstinted  liberality  given  the  j 
Admiralty   all   they   have   asked  for   in  ' 
money,  and  besides  that,  they  have  given  j 
that  which   has   been   valuable   to  us —  ' 
namely,    their   confidence  generally.      I  ; 
recognise  that  with  frankness ;  and  seeing  j 
that  the  country  has  done  this,  and  seeing  j 
that  from   many  quarters  not  hostile  to  : 
water-tube   boilers,   but      friendly     and  : 
sympathetic  quarters,  it  has  been  urged 
upon  me  that  the  country  would  like  to 
have  what  they  call  an  impartial  verdict  ; 
on  the  water-tube  boiler,  I  will  consent  to  j 
an  inquiry  by  a  Committee  into  the  subject.  ; 
I  consent  to  it  with  some  reluctance,  and  ■ 
I  will  tell  the  Committee  why.     It  dis- : 
turbs  a  Department  terribly  when  in  the  j 
full  pressure  of  their  business,  with  the 
vast  amount  of  work  connected  with  the 
Navy  to  do,  with  so  many  ships  in  com- 
mission and  under  construction,  with  all  : 
the  new  inventions  and  appliances,  new 
gun-mountings,    new   hydraulic  arrange-  ; 
ments,  new  electric  arrangements,  being 
forced  upon  them  from  day  to  day,  which  , 
must  be  examined  and  which  cannot  be 
left  entirely  to  subordinates,  but  which 
must  pass  under  the  review  of  those  who 
are  responsible  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
and  the  country  generally — it  is,  1  say,  a 
terrible  thing  when  for  a  long  period  they 
have  their  time   occupied   with   a  Com- 
mittee sitting  at  the  Admiralty,  looking 
up  the  whole  facts  and  making  good  their 
defence.     It  would  be  only  human  if  a 
great  portion  of  their  energy  and  power 
were  absorbed    and    hampered    by   the 
sitting  of    such  a  Committee.     I   have 
thought  over  that  and  how  it  could  be 
avoided.      I   do   not    know   that   I   can 
succeed  in  avoiding  it  entirely,  but  what 

Mr.  Goschen. 


we  want  is  a  practical 
the  water-tube  boiler  in  actual 
I  believe,  for  my  own  part,  tk  j 
and  this  House  of  Commons  wfll  k 
satisfied   if    tbey  had  actually  tea 
water-tube  boiler  in  operation  thai 
would    be  from    the  Reports  of  i| 
mittee,  which  necessarily  in  a  Condi 
this  kind  must  go  largely  into  littieb 
It  is  entirely  a  question  of  petty  k 
and  I  wish  to  give  the  Committed 
means  of  satisfying  themselves  a  M 
efficiency  of  the  boilers  and  the  M 
defects    which    occur    and    the  ■ 
applied  to  remedy  them.    What  I  hi 
would    best  meet  the  case  would  h 
Committee  on  which  practical  aot  t 
going  engineers  —  outside  engiiea 
should  be  largely  represented.    Itak 
be  part  of  their  functions  actually  H 
to  sea  in  some  water-tube  boiler  i 
and  examine  the  question  on  boaidi 
both  on  trial  runs  and  under  service 
ditions.     The  Committee  should  abe 
some  ships  in  reserve  in  dockyanh 
study  the  scientific  or  theoretical  at 
as    the  practical  side  of    the  qoe 
The  "  Europa  n  is  one  of  the  shm' 

I  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
mittee  for  investigation.  She  h 
these  defects,  and  I  should  be  pn 
that  they  should  investigate  the 
system  of  the  ship  and  tell  us  * 
wrong  with  that  ship,  as  again 
sister  ship,  which  has  none  of 
defects.  They  should  also  sc 
"  Hyacinth."  They  can  see  the  " 
shooter,"  with  the  Belleisle  boih 
"  Sheldrake,"  with  the  Babca 
Wilcox,  and  the  "Seagull,"  wi 
Niclausse  boilers — three   ships  w 

;  propose  to  use  for  extra  naval  p 
and  for  the  training  of  stokers, 

,  can  also  see  the  two  ships  in  con 
with     the     Channel     Squadron 

II  Diadem  "  and  the  "  Pelorus." 
it  will  be  recognised  that  a  Coi 
all  of  whose  meml>ers,  of  course 
not  be  prepared  to  undertake  d 
that  kind,  but  a  Committee  on  wh 
would  sit  who  would  have  this  ] 
experience,  would  be  a  means  b 
the  House  and  the  country  migh 
themselves  either  of  the  efficient 
boilers  or  of  the  remediable  or  ii 
able  character  of  the  defects, 
hon.  Members  will  consent  to  the  * 
ment  of  a  Committee,  which  will  I 
same  opportunity  as  other  Con 

i  have  of  calling  witnesses  oh  point 
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>  in  the  investigation  of  the 
/hink  I  have  made  a  proposal 
commend  itself  to  those  who 
i  practical  examination  of  this 
id  subject. 

CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
Burghs):  I  rise  at  once  to 
hat  I  am  sure  is  the  general 

hon.  Members — a  feeling  of 
tion  towards  the  right  hon. 
i  on  the  decision  at  which  he 
>d.  The  announcement  which 
ide,  that  the  Admiralty,  while 
bo  their  opinion  on  the  main 
so  far  as  their  experience  has 

while  maintaining  that  there 
10  rashness  or  want  of  ad  minis- 
e  willing  and  anxious  that  the 
ie  country  should  be  satisfied  on 
it,  and  that  an  inquiry  of  the 
h  he  has  indicated  should  be 
,  I  think,  give  great  satisfaction 
ters.  The  mind  of  the  country 
greatly  exercised  on  the  subject, 
flection  whatever  on  either  one 
e  House  or  the  other,  and  for 
[  have  been  anxious  for  very 
•a  in  connection  with  naval  or 
tatters  not  to  lend  myself  to 
which  would  bring  either  of 
tt  services  into  the  sphere  of 
,nd  partisan  recrimination.  I 
jan  commend  the  right  hon. 
i     the     First     Lord    of    the 

for  having  pursued  that  policy 
as  occupied  his  present  position, 
ot  always  been  the  practice  of 
'  Admiralty ;  there  has  been 
disposition  to  make  out  what  j 
we,  the  existing  Board,  are,  j 
poor  creatures  those  were  who 
>efore.  I  have  never  seen  any 
that  spirit  in  the  right  hon. 
i.  Therefore,  it  is  only  carry- 
he  spirit  which  he  has  intro- 
o  these  debates  to  say  that 
lothing  in  this  matter  which 
ie  direction  of  party  recrimina- 
eling.  Nor  is  any  censure  or 
nvolved  of  the  conduct  of  the 

itself.  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
i    and  his    colleagues    at    the 

will  understand  that  if  I  and 

up  here  and  say  it  is  a  relief 
e    is    to  be  an  inquiry,  it  is 

we    have  any    doubt  of  the 

wisdom — so  far  as  mortals 
with  certainty  of  their  wisdom 
•ight  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 


Board,  but.  that  we  feel  that  it  is  most 
desirable  that  there  should  not  be  this 
uneasy  feeling  in  the  country.  Sometimes 
it  is  almost  as  harmful  that  there  should 
be  a  suspicion  of  there  being  something 
wrong  as  that  there  should  be  something 
wrong.  It  is  of  great  importance,  when 
the  country  is  so  anxious  to  support  the 
Department  in  this  great  matter  of 
national  defence,  that  the  Department 
should  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
secure  the  real  confidence  of  the  country. 
Here  is  a  new  departure  which  is  taking 
place  in  the  propelling  machinery  of  the 
ships  of  the  Navy.  Tremendous  experi- 
ments are  taking  place ;  no  doubt  some 
will  say  it  has  placed  a  large  portion  of 
our  fleet  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion, whilst  others  would  say  that  if 
we  do  not  adopt  this  new  system  we 
shall  be  behind  the  world  in  efficiency ; 
but  in  whichever  of  these  views  the  truth 
lies,  or  whether  it  lies  between  them,  it 
is  most  desirable  that  we  should  know  from 
outside,  impartial,  and  expert  testimony 
how  the  matter  stands.  I  am  certain 
that  there  will  be  in  the  country,  as  there 
is  within  this  House  to-night,  a  feeling  of 
intense  satisfaction  and  relief  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  great  public 
spirit,  not  minding  the  appearance  of  any 
little  triumph  for  .  himself,  nor  caring 
whether  his  reputation  as  a  Minister  is 
enhanced  or  not  by  the  result,  is  desirous 
of  doing  what  is  right  by  making  inquiry 
into  the  matter  in  this  impartial  way. 
By  that  I  believe  he  will  have  done  much, 
not  only  to  improve  in  the  end  the  con- 
dition of  the  Navy,  but  to  improve  and 
strengthen  the  confidence  possessed  by  the 
country  in  the  Board  of  Admiralty  and  in 
the  Navy  itself. 

Sir  FORTESCUEFLANNERY:  The 
House  always  welcomes  invitations  of 
this  kind  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  k  welcomes  the  candour  with  which 
he  has  dealt  with  this  question  of  the 
water-tube  boilers.  This  question  of 
water-tube  boilers  has  been  dealt  with  bv 
successive  Admiralty  administrations.  It 
first  originated  in  a  practical  form  in  the 
administration  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Clitheroe  was  the  Secretary,and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  the  Civil  Lord,  and  that 
,  being  so,  I  should  like  to  emphasise  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  statement  thrown 
out  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
j  that    there  is  no    party  feeling  in  this 
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matter.  We  have  listened  with  rapt 
attention  for  one  hour  and  a  half 
to  a  most  lucid  statement  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  the  Committee 
must  have  been  reminded  whilst  listening 
to  his  speech  of  two  modern  phrases — 
"  the  old  Parliamentary  hand,"  and  the 
Chinese  observation,  "  Saving  one's  face." 
From  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  he  attempted, 
and  successfully,  to  save  the  face  of  the 
Admiralty  in  regard  to  much ;  but  there  is 
one  part  of  his  speech  in  which  I  venture 
to  think  he  has  not  made  good  all  that  he 
has  claimed  for  the  Admiralty  or  himself. 
I  refer  to  the  spending  of  money  that  has 
been  voted  by  this  House  from  time  to 
time  for  ships.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  when  introducing  the  Naval 
Estimates  early  in  the  session  that  there 
had  been  a  failure  on  the  part  of  contrac- 
tors to  earn  instalments  that  would  other- 
wise have  been  due  to  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session  that  the  intention  was  to  spend 
that  money  still,  if  contractors  were  found 
who  were  willing,  to  undertake  the  duty 
of  constructing  the  vessels ;  but  the 
armour,  hulls,  and  propelling  machinery 
could  not  be  obtained  within  reasonable 
time  for  delivery  from  the  manufacturers, 
so  that  the  Administration  were  restricted 
in  the  proposal  that  they  made  to  the 
House.  Now,  what  happened  after  that 
was  that,  in  consequence  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement,  certain  large  firms 
of  the  highest  possible  standing  publicly 
offered  to  assist  in  making  up  the  arrears 
of  naval  construction.  One  of  these  firms 
was  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  That  firm  does  not 
produce  its  own  armour,  and  can  only  get 
it  from  those  firms  which  are  not  able  to 
produce  sufficient  to  meet  the  present 
requirements  of  the  Admiralty. 

Sir  FpRTESCUE  FLANNERY :  Can 
it  be  said  that  ships  cannot  be  produced 
when  such  a  firm  as  Armstrong,  Whit- 
worth, and  Company  have  no  Admiralty 
contract  at  the  present  time  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Oh,  yes  ;  they  have. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY :  Yes, 
they  have  some  contracts,  but  they  have 
no  contracts  for  ships. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  wish  they  had. 
Sir  Fortescue  Ffonnmj 


Mr.  FORTESCUE 
wish    they    had   too.     If  the  I 
Armstrong,   Whitworth,  and 
have  no  contracts  from  the  j 
ships  the  Government  ought  aftfl 
j  behind  hand  in  getting  deliver;  d| 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Ibegmyknii 

pardon.     How  can  they  get  mttrii 

the  construction  of  ships  nnleath| 

them  from  the  firms  who  are  unit 

tract  to  us  1    I  am  very  anxuwdtf 

should  be  made  clear,  because  m 

1  has  been  said  on  the  subject.  Tk 

I  not  make  their  own  materials,  but! 

i  were  to  undertake  to  build  shipi^h 

J  strong  and  wealthy  firm,  they  mid 

to  manufacturers  higher  prices  2 

I  paid  by  other  shipbuilders.    If  t3 

i  the  materials  of  other  people  it  w 

I  at  the  risk  of   delaying  the  de£ 

j  ships  built  by  other  contractors. 

1 

j  Sir  FORTESCUE  FLAN 
:  Surely  my  right  friend  is  drawin 
:  on  the  credulity  of  the  House 
j  asks  the  House  to  believe  that  Ai 
I  Whitworth  and  Company  would 
|  undertake  to  give  delivery  of  sh 
I  a  certain  time  without  inqui 
knowing  beforehand  whence  tl 
j  get  the  materials  to  build  those 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  How  w< 
carry  it  out  ?  They  could  onl; 
out  by  paying  such  handsome 
would  prevent  sub-contractors 
filling  their  contracts  to  all  ot 
There  are  only  limited  sources  o: 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANI 
say  that  it  is  incredible  that 
such  standing  as  Armstrong,  W 
and  Company  have  attained  w 
up  the  position  either  that  the 
know  where  to  get  materials  or 
intended  to  outbid  the  contract 
Admiralty  for  the  materials  obt 
the  market.  May  I  remind  the  i 
Gentleman  that  there  are  such  ] 
Admiralty  overseers — men  who 
to  attend  every  day  in  the  wor 
work  is  going  on,  and  who  might 
upon  to  absolutely  prevent  del 
as  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  • 
would  purchase  from  having  pr 
over  details  already  orderea  by 
miralty.  I  do  not  think,  wi 
respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlei 
his  position  is  tenable.    The  ill1 
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►  picture  which  my  right  hon.  friend 

is  one  that  fails  at  its  very  incep- 

The  illustration  fails  in  this,  that  it 

one  picture,   but  a  picture   this 

and  next  year  and  the  year  after- 

that  would  be.  required.     It  is  a 

of  ships  that  are  required,  and  not 

•hip.     The  facts  are — and  it  is  impos- 

to  get  away  from  them — that  this 

has  voted  money  for  the  purpose 

construction  of  ships,  and  that,  by 

admission  of  my  right  hon.   friend, 

money  has  not  been  spent.     Now, 

.•en  a  Supplementary  Estimate  is  being 

'uced  to  the  House,  there  is  no  sug- 

ion   of   new    ships  as    distinguished 

small  craft,  and  no  attempt  made  to 

advantage  of  the  public  offer  of  firms 

importance  to  enter  into  contracts  for 

ils  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the 

t  year. 


Mr.    GOSCHEN:    These    firms   will, 

,ve  an  opportunity  of  tendering  for  the  | 

armoured  cruisers  that  are  to  be  put  | 

*Ktt  to  contract.  I 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  :  Do  ' 
-I  understand  my  right  hon.  friend  to  say  ' 
•that  if  vacancies  still  remain  in  the  private 
yards,  after  these  contracts  have  been  | 
if  taken  up,  the  Admiralty  will  avail  them- 
f  selves  of  the  opportunity  to  make  up  I 
Jff  some  of  the  arrears  of  naval  construe- , 
{  tion?  , 

f 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes,  if  I  could  be  j 
convinced  that  in  regard  to  the  armour  it . 
would  not  interfere  with  the  fulfilment  of  ! 
present  contracts.  I 

Sir   FORTESCUE  FLANNERY:    I J 
believe  that  Members  of  the  House  gener-  ( 
ally   are   of  opinion   that   these    arrears 
of  naval  construction  ought  to  be  made  i 
up    without    any    hesitation     whatever.  | 
The  necessity  for  naval  construction  has 
recently  become  more  accentuated  than 
ever.      The    German    Parliament    has 
passed  a  Bill  for  the  increase  of  the  Navy 
by  a  majority  of  two  to  one.     Affairs  in 
the  far  East  are  so  far  developing  that 
one  cannot  tell  what  may  be  the  ultimate 
necessity  for  naval  preparations  for  this 
country.     So  long  as  the  Admiralty  give 
the  assurance  that  the  arrears  and  defects 
in  connection  with  our  administration  in 
preparation  for  the  Navy  are  not  in  any 
degree  likely  to  bo  repeated,  then  I  feel 
certain  that  the  House  will  be  satisfied. 


There  is  some  encouragement  in  the  fact 
that  the  Admiralty  have  purchased  six  new 
torpedo  boat  destroyers.  I  believe  the 
Admiralty  have  done  most  wisely  in  pur- 
chasing a  vessel  which  has  the  enormously 
high  speed  of  36  knots — a  vessel  with  an 
entirely  new  kind  of  machinery  which 
engineers  believe  will  develop  into  a  great 
and  enormous  improvement  on  anything 
that  has  gone  before  it.  I  come  now  to 
the  question  on  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  laid  the  greatest  stress  in  the 
course  of  his  speech — the  question  of  the 
boilers  in  Her  Majesty's  fleet.  If  the 
Committee  will  bear  with  me  I  will  very 
briefly  remind  them  of  the  history  of  this 
question,  and  of  the  reason  why  boilers 
of  the  new  type  have  been  eagerly  seized 
upon  by  the  Admiralty.  It  is  an  axiom 
which  any  one  can  understand  in  the 
designing  of  a  ship,  that  any  saving  of 
weight  in  the  propelling  machinery  will 
have  the  effect  of  enabling  either  more 
coal  to  be  carried  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
pulsion, or  the  taking  on  board  of  heavier 
guns  and  a  larger  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  a 
saving  of  weight  in  the  boilers,  then 
machinery  of  larger  power  giving  greater 
speed  may  be  put  into  the  vessel,  and 
thicker  armour  may  be  employed.  There 
had  been,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated,  attempts  made  as  early  as  1885 
to  lighten  the  boilers,  and  thereby  to  im- 
prove the  performances  of  war  ships.  First 
of  all  an  attempt  was  made  to  use  the 
locomotive  boiler.  That  was  an  abject 
failure.  The  failure  was  recognised 
quickly,  and  that  type  of  boiler  as  applied 
to  naval  purposes  was  quickly  withdrawn. 
Then  came  the  era  of  the  water-tube 
boiler,  and  the  course  adopted  by  the 
Admiralty  was  one  with  which  no  one 
could  find  fault.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  recall  the  composition  of  the  Commit- 
tee who  some  years  ago  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  water-tube  boiler  in  the 
first  instance.  There  were  the  chief 
engineers  of  Lloyds,  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  the  P.  and  O.  Company — all  of  them 
men  of  scientific  attainment  and  capable 
of  dealing  with  this  question  in  a  practical 
as  well  as  a  scientific  way.  The  Com- 
mittee took  evidence,  and  the  members 
went  to  see  what  the  new  boiler  might 
do.  They  reported  in  favour  of  a  limited 
test  of  water-tube  boilers  in  one  vessel  of 
small  size;  and  the  complaint  that  has 
been  made  in  this  House  every  year,  when 
the  Estimates  have  been  discussed,  is  that 
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there  has  been  no  proper  test  of  the  en- 
durance of  this  new  type  of  boiler,  although 
ship  after  ship,  time  after  time,  has  been 
fitted  with  these  boilers.  It  is  also  com- 
plained that  this  change  has  been  entirely 
carried  out  without  any  real  attempt  to 
test  the  endurance  at  a  high  speed  for  a 
long  period.  Considerable  allusion  has 
been  made  to  the  "Powerful."  I  ven- 
tured to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
question  recently  as  to  the  performances 
of  the  sister  ship  "  Terrible  "  in  carrying 
troops.  There  was  some  difference 
between  my  right  hon.  friend  and  myself 
upon  the  question  of  the  length  of  the 
passage.  I  made  it  out  from  the  news- 
paper reports  to  be  five  and  a  half  or  six 
days,  but  my  right  hon.  friend  made  it 
five  days.  Assuming  it  to  be  ^sq 
days  for  1,800  miles,  that  vessel,  carry- 
ing troops,  in  circumstances  of  the 
greatest  national  emergency,  made  a 
speed  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour  from  Hong- 
Kong  to  Ta-ku.  Can  it  be  said  that  a 
vessel  that  appears  in  the  Navy  List  as  a 
twenty-two  knot  vessel  was  thus  doing  a 
performance  which  wassatisfactoiy  to  the 
Admiralty,  or  which  ought  to  be 
satisfactory  to  the  country  \  Whilst 
our  countrymen  were  immured 
Peking  to  the  imminent 
of  their  lives,  the  vessel  carrying 
troops  for  their  succour  was  not  capable 
of  going,  or,  at  all  events,  did  not  go,  at 
the  highest  speed  which  is  claimed  for  her 
by  the  Admiralty.  I  do  not  know  why 
we  have  not  had  some  explanation  of  the 
passage — some  accurate  statement  of  the 
figures.  If  my  figures  are  wrong,  what 
are  the  correct  figures  1  No  doubt  that  is 
a  matter  that  the  new  Committee  will  be 
able  to  deal  with,  but  at  present  we  are 
as  much  in  the  dark  about  it  as  when  the 
question  was  first  brought  before  the 
attention  of  the  House.  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  drawn  a  parallel  between  the 
Royal  Navy  and  the  mercantile  marine. 
He  has  suggested  that  the  difference 
between  the  boilers  in  Her  Majesty's  ships 
and  the  boilers  of  the  mercantile  marine 
is  so  complete  that  no  fair  com- 
parison can  be  drawn.  A  fair  com- 
parison is  this  —  that  never,  in  all 
the  trials  which  are  set  forth  in  the 
Memorandum  issued  to  the  House  three 
days  ago,  was  there  a  trial  of  endurance 
as  regards  length  of  passage  with  boilers 
of  this  type  equal  to  what  is  ordinarily 
performed  by  vessels  in  the  mercantile 
marine.  We  have  in  crossing  the  Atlantic 
Sir  Fortescue  Flannery. 
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every  day  one  vessel  or  another  i|j 
highest  speed  of  20  knots,  and  thaW 
out  any  idea  that  the  test  of  <  ' 
is  too  prolonged.     I   challenge 
hon.  friend  to   indicate  in  thii' 
randum  a  single  instance  of  a  i 
endurance  as    long  as    in  the  c 
those   merchant   steamers   crony  J 
Atlantic  in  the  ordinary  coune  <? ft 
duty.     If  such  a  test  had  been  made,! 
the    results    had    proved    that 
with    boilers      of       this     type 
capable       of      prolonged      serric 
sea  without  breaking  down,  there  i 
have  been  no  necessity  for  this  disco 
no  necessity  for  the  Memorandum  i 
has  been  issued,  and  no  necessity  fori 
Committee  which  has  at  last  been  i 
to  investigate  this  question.    I  feci  1 
acknowledgment  should  be  nude  hji 
House  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaakl 
this   concession,  which,  as  the  Leadertfl 
the  Opposition  has  said,  is  required  %| 
calm  ttie  uneasy  feeling  that  undoubted  ] 
exists  throughout  the  country.  But  thill 
is  a  claim  in  the  Memorandum  issued  to! 
the  House  which  I  feel  certainly  may  kl 
premature.     The  Admiralty  has  had  h  \ 
effrontery  to  state  that  a  total  of 
one  ships — first,  second,  and  third  da  ] 
cruisers — would,  if  fitted  with  cylindries  ' 
boilers,  have  had  at  least  a  knot  leu  sped 
than   they  now  will  have  on  account rf 
the  water-tube  boilers.      May  I  refer  to 
the  question  of  the  weight  of  boiler*  rf 
this  character  1    What  is  the    advantagi 
of   saving    weight    if    the    consumptNi 
of    coal    is    greater,  and    if   the  weight 
of     the      water     and     coal      combined 
is  greater  in  the  new  type  than  in  the 
old  ?     Some  of  the  figures  that  are  stated 
in  the  Memorandum  are  extremely  inte- 
resting.     A  trial  was  made  between  the 
"Minerva"   and  the   "  Highflyer  "—the 
"  Highflyer  "  having    water-tube  boileri 
and  the  "  Minerva     cylindrical   boileri. 
The  figures  are  not  fully  stated  in  the 
Memorandum,  and  if  I  have  made  any 
mistakes  perhaps  I  may  be  corrected.   In 
the  first  trial 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Do  you  challenge  the 
accuracy  of  the  figures  ? 

Sir  FORTP]SCUE  FLANNERY:  What 
I  say  is  that  the  figures  are  not  given 
fully.  I  am  going  to  state  the  detailed 
figures  of  each  particular  run,  and  if  the 
details  I  am  giving  are  not  accurate  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
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correct    figures.      They  are    taken 
an    engineering    newspaper,    and 
I     believe,     correct.      During 
run      of     sixty     hours 


the 
at  ten 
the  "Minerva"  consumed  27 
Dent,  less  fuel  than  the  "High- 
**  and  at  the  end  of  the  trial  could 

started  for  a  voyage  anywhere — to 
■alia  or  across  the  Atlantic.  Imme 
ly  after  the  trial  was  concluded  the 
Wiflyer,"  with  water-tube  boilers,  was 
lays  under  repair.     All  the  artificers 

the  other  ships  of  the  fleet  were 
rtod  to  have  been  on  board.     There 

two  runs  of  sixty  hours  each  at  four- 
knots.     The   "  Minerva  "  had  380 

and  the  "  Highflyer "  463  tons. 
Ln,  after  these  two  trials,  the  "  High- 
*w  was  under  repair  for  six  days, 
©  the  "Minerva,"  after  this  test  of 
trance,  was  capable  of  proceeding  to 
ny  where  she  might  be  sent.  There  were 
other  runs  of  thirty  hours,  each  ship 
ill  power,  and  again  the  "  Minerva"  con- 
ed muchless  coal  than  the  "Highflyer." 
ihese  runs  the  "  Highflyer  "  consumed 
ler  cent,  more  than  the  other  vessel. 
in,  the  "  Highflyer  "  received  heavy 
ire,  while  the  "  Minerva  "  was  ready 
sea  immediately  after  the  trials  were 
hed.  If  we  find  that  on  a  run  of  sixty 
•8  between  these  two  sister  ships  the 
>r-tube  boilers  consumed  100  tons 
3  coal  than  the  cylindrical  boilers,  the 
ant  of  weight  claimed  in  the  Memo- 
um  as  being  saved  by  the  adoption  of 
ir-tube  boilers  is  really  not  saved, 
with  such  an  enormous  consumption  of 
you  reduce  the  fighting  power  of  the 
I  venture  to  say  that  such  vessels 
le  "  Hermes  "  are  a  danger  and  a  trap 
le  engineers  who  man  them.      If  I 

be  excused  for  saying  so,  I  regret 

much  to  notice  that  in  a  recent 
er  to  a  question  the  suggestion 
*  made  that  the  court-martial 
the  "  Hermes "  had  found  that 
as  on  account  of  the  fault  of  the 
leers  that  such  a  misfortune  should 
en  in  a  ship  as  that  which  took 
t.  The  Admiralty  say  that  the  ship 
helpless  at  mid-ocean,  and  had  to  be 
d  a  long  distance— 1,600  or  1,800 
\ — to  a  port  of  refuge.  From  the 
xy  it  was  found  that  the  boilers  were 
>letely  helpless.  The  suggestion  was 
the  engineers  had  neglected  to  do 

duty  in  the  way  of  supplying  these 
re  with  proper  care  and  attention.  I 
ve  it  would  be  found  that  the  facts 


are  rather  the  reverse,  and  that  the 
anxiety,  overwork,  and  over-pressure 
arising  from  the  necessary  close  attention 
to  the  delicate  operations  of  these  boilers 
actually  drove  the  engineer  into  sickness 
and  lea  to  a  mutiny  amongst  the  stokers 
down  below.  British  stokers  will  never 
hesitate  to  go  into  danger  when  it  is 
necessary  in  the  service  of  the  country  ; 
but  when  a  danger  is  gratuitously  put 
upon  them  by  having  to  attend  boilers 
which  are  continually  giving  out  and 
causing  explosions  at  the  most  unexpected 
times,  the  result  will  be,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  "  Hermes,"  that  insubordination  will 
arise,  necessitating  a  lieutenant  to  go 
down  into  the  stokehole  to  maintain  that 
discipline  which  the  engineers  have  no 
power  to  keep  because  they  are  not 
executive  officers.  These  are  some  of  the 
facts  which  have  aroused  uneasiness  in 
the  country.  I  do  not  propose  to  enlarge 
upon  these  matters,  because  the  whole 
object  of  the  motion  for  the  reduction  of 
this  Vote  which  I  had  the  honour  to  place 
on  the  Paper  some  time  ago  has  now  been 
attained.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  House  who  have 
been  raising  difficulties  and  doubts  about 
these  boilers  desire  anything  more  than 
an  impartial  inquiry  and  proper 
tests  of  their  endurance.  The  criticism 
of  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  has  not  been  directed  against  any 
person  at  the  Admiralty.  They  have 
been  criticisms  of  a  system.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, in  his  remarkable  speech  this  after- 
noon, has  entered  into  all  the  details  with 
great  accuracy  and  in  the  most  painstak- 
ing manner.  This  has  occuired  not  on 
account  of  the  want  of  engineering  skill, 
but  because  of  the  system,  and  because  of 
the  inadequate  staff  which  exists  at  the 
Admiralty  to  support  Sir  William  White 
and  Sir  John  Thurston.  But  when  the 
Committee  is  appointed,  let  it  not  be  in 
any  degree  a  substitute  for  the  necessary 
increase  in  the  staff  at  the  Admiralty. 
The  Navy  has  been  extended  enormously 
in  recent  years,  and  the  work  that  has 
been  put  upon  the  members  of  the 
scientific  branch  of  the  Admiralty  has 
been  out  of  proportion  altogether  to  human 
endurance,  or  to  what  the  Government  has  a 
right  to  expect  from  the  men  in  that  De- 
partment. I  do  not  see  that  there  is  in 
this  Supplementary  Vote  any  suggestion 
of  Any  increase  in  the  Admiralty  staff. 
That  increase  must  come,  wtattat  \w  thia 
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or  succeeding  years,  and  we  must  have 
not  mtrely  an  increase  in  the  personnel 
of  the  scientific  branch,  but  we  must  have 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  engineers 
afloat.     When  that  increase  is  made  and 
when  the  personnel  of   the  Fleet  is  im- 
proved by  an  addition  of  a  number  of  the 
best  engineers,  my  right  hon.  friend  will 
find  that  his  difficulty  about  water-tube 
boilers  will  rapidly  disappear.     Before  I 
sit  down  I  would  like  to  refer  in  a  sentence 
to  the  argument  based  on  the  adoption  of 
water-tube  boilers  by  foreign  navies.     1 1 
do  not  think  my  right  hon.  friend  has  been  j 
fairly  accused  this  afternoon  of  not  being  ; 
willing  to  profit  by  the  example  of  foreign  j 
fleets.     By  all  means  let  us  obtain  the  in- ! 
formation  from  wherever  it  is  possible  to  j 
obtain  it.     When  it  is  suggested  that  any  ■ 
portion  of  our  Fleet  is  in  a  parlous  state  it ! 
should  be  remembered  that  it  is  no  answer  : 
to  say  that  foreign  navies  with  whom  we  i 
have  to  fight  are  in  an  equally  parlous  ! 
state.       That     is      no      argument     at : 
all.     We  must  have  the  very  best  that ; 
can  be  obtained,  both  in  men  and  material,  j 
I  believe  the  course  which  the  right  hon.  ! 
Gentleman   has  taken  will  give  general  j 
satisfaction,  and  will  increase  largely  the  ! 
confidence  of  the  country  in  the  adminis- j 
tration  which  he  guides  so  patiently  and  ! 
so  successfully.  : 

*Sir   CHARLES   DILKE:    The    hon.  j 
Member    who    has    just  sat  down  was  j 
allowed  by  you,  Mr.  Lowther,  to  touch  ; 
very     briefly      a     point      which      was 
touched  upon  by  the  First  Lord   of   the  . 
Admiralty,  and  which  appears  to  me   to 
have  a  most  essential  bearing  upon  the  : 
question  of  water-tube  boilers,  which  has  ; 
been  submitted  to  the  House.     Upon  that  ■ 
question  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to 
offer  an  opinion,  for  it  is  a  highly  technical 
subject,  but  having  read   nearly  every-  j 
thing  which  is  sufficiently  non-technical  : 
which  has  been  written  upon  this  subject,  : 
I  am  convinced  that  what  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  called  the  human  ele- ! 
ment  plays  a  very  large  part  indeed  in 
connection  with  it.     While  hitherto  I  have 
hesitated   to  accept  the  view  upon  this 
question  of  the   lion.  Member  for  Gates- 
head, I  am  convinced  that  he  has  proved  : 
the  other  side  of  the  case,  which  we  are  . 
not  in  order  in  discussing  now,  namely, 
that  the  human  element  plays  an  enor- 1 
mous  part  in  the  matter,  and   that   you 
are     not     dealing     out    fair    treatment 
to  any  of  your  boilers  unless  you  increase 
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the  number  and  efficiency  of  fte 
your  engine-room  and  strengths 
engineering  department  That 
observation  in  the  First  Lords 
to  which  I  should  like  to  say  a  wok 
right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt  tit 
experiments  which  had  been 
non-combustible  wood.  He  rttoi 
we  had  no  evidence  that 
destruction  by  fire  of  tl 
Chinese  ships  the  decks 
flooded  with  water.  That  wai 
to  the  official  information  which  W 
given  in  the  United  States.  The 
reports  which  I  have  seen  upon  tin 
ject  do  state  that  a  fire  occurred" 
the  Chinese  and  their  own  war  v 
in  which  the  decks  were  flooded, 
think  it  is  necessary  to  dinmnk 
amount  of  wood  to  an  extent  to 
we  have  not  yet  aimed.  That  m 
wish  to  say  upon  this  subject  1 
turn  for  a  few  minutes  to  what  I 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  most 
portion  of  the  speech  to  which  the 
has  listened  with  so  much 
and  that  is  what  the  right  W 
Gentleman  has  told  us  about  ■ 
programme,  which  really  constituted 
revised  programme,  for  the  present  jfl 
The  state  of  things  which  was  alludni 
just  now  by  the  hon.  Member  for  i 
Shipley  Division  is  one  in  which  I  anode 
myself  with  the  general  views  expres 
by  my  hon.  friend  without  adopting! 
particular  arithmetic.  The  importance 
the  subject  is  as  great  as  any  que* 
that  can  possibly  be  brought  before  i 
Committee  or  before  this  House.  1 
Prime  Minister  has  made  a  statement 
to  the  position  of  uhe  country,  and  he 
recommended  the  country  to  adopt  a  i 
and  extraordinary  means  of  defence 
establishing  rifle  clubs.  I  think 
danger  is  entirely  covered  by  a  pre 
programme  in  regard  to  the  British  Fl 
The  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
country  deny  the  possibility  of  dea 
with  the  dangers  which  the  Pi 
Minister  has  pointed  out  as  the  nat 
fate  of  a  maritime  power — and  whicl 
described  as  "  a  blow  directed  against 
heart" — by  means  of  rifle  clubs. 
believe  in  naval  means  of  meeting 
dangers  ;  and  the  programme  of 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  1 
criticised  as  being  an  insufficient  n 
programme  in  face  of  the  dangers. 
Prime  Minister  says  what  all  of 
feel,  that  at  some  period  a  coalitioi 
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rers  may  be  formed  against  us.  He 
have  exaggerated  the  danger,  but  I 
to  point  out  that  at  the  beginning  of 
session  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
fc»y  was  criticised  for  the  manner  in 
"^~ih  he  has  allowed  his  performances 
by  year  to  fall  below  his  programme, 
reasons  given  in  February  last  by  the 
bt  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  performance 
^ng  short  of  his  programme  were  de- 
acies  in  propelling  machinery  and 
armour.  I  think  we  ought  to  keep 
our  eyes  the  reason  which  is  given 
this  House  for  falling  short  in  the  pro- 
ae  which  was  considered  absolutely 
%ry  for  the  safety  of  the  country. 
rlier  in  the  session  the  First  Lord  of  the 
iralty  replied  to  the  hon.  Member 
*  Chester ;  dealing  with  those  questions 
Knight,  he  spoke  of  them  as  an  absurd 
rge  against  the  Admiralty  that  their 
ars  from  year  to  year  should  be  added 
$ether.  We  know  what  the  point  is. 
tear  by  year  we  have  been  told  that  the 
of  money  asked  for  is  the  least  that 
*£tho  Admiralty  can  safely  do  with,  and 
^  yet  we  have  always  fallen  short  in  that 
^{expenditure,  and  we  have  continued  to 
^fall  short  year  by  year.  In  the  year 
*/  1898  there  was  a  very  great  arrear,  and 
^r  in  March,  1899,  alluding  to  that  arrear, 
-  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said 
that— 

"  The  programme  is  the  lowest  which  can 
be  justified  by  the  existing  expenditure  on 
shipbuilding  of  other  Powers." 

It  is  a  serious  thing,  however  you  put  it, 
arithmetic  or  no  arithmetic,  when 
admittedly  we  cannot  complete  a  pro- 
gramme which  is  described  in  language 
of  that  kind.  That  is  an  admitted  and 
acknowledged  fact,  and  the  reasons  given 
for  this  falling  short  are  difficulties  with 
regard  to  the  contractors.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  the  same  reason  in 
February  last,  and  he  used  the  same 
phrase,  as  last  year.  This  year  we  have  got 
into  arrear  again,  and  the  reason  given 
is  that  there  have  been  deficiencies  in  the 
supply  of  armour  and  propelling  machinery. 
To-night  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
has  said  that  we  cannot  spend  the  money 
if  the  contractors  do  not  earn  it,  and  the 
"contractors  cannot  do  more."  That  is 
practically  a  statement  to  this  Committee 
to  the  effect  that  the  resources  of  this 
country  are  insufficient  to  supply  the 
armour  and  the  propelling  machinery 
which  are  considered  to  be  necessary  by 
the  Admiralty  for  the  safety  of  the  country, 


i 


and  that  is  an  admission  which,  as  a 
supporter  of  the  general  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  confess  I  am  not 
able  to  accept.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  has  stated  that  all  this  expen- 
diture is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
country,  and  the  Prime  Minister  has  put 
the  danger  to  the  country  even  higher 
than  it  has  ever  been  put  by  an  Opposition 
speaker,  and  yet  in  that  year  we  fall 
short  in  our  expenditure  upon  the  Navy. 
We  have  been  told  that  for  the  first  time 
we  are  likely  to  come  up  to  our  promises 
this  year  in  regard  to  our  performances. 
In  the  meantime  there  has  been  a  contro- 
versy between  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shipley  and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty as  to  the  possibility  of  adding  to  our 
contractors  a  particular  firm,  but  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  questions  whether 
the  firm  alluded  to — Armstrong's — ought 
to  be  added  to  the  list  in  view  of  the  work 
they  are  already  doing  for  the  Admiralty. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  all  this  time 
firms  who  do  not  contract  with  the  Admi- 
ralty and  some  firms  who  do  have  been 
completing  a  considerable  number  of  first- 
class  armoured  ships  for  foreign  Powers, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the 
arrangement  of  prices  is  properly  managed 
it  would  not  be  impossible  for  us  to 
draw  upon  these  firms  ourselves  which  are 
completing  ships  for  foreign  Powers. 
Some  of  our  own  firms  who  have  con- 
tracts with  us  have  large  contracts  with 
foreign  Powers.  Armstrong's  have  con- 
tracts to  complete  ships  for  foreign 
Powers,  and  they  have  no  ship  contracts 
with  us.  In  face  of  the  fact  that  some  eight 
or  nine  great  firms  are  making  propel- 
ling machinery  of  the  first  class  and  of 
the  largest  kind  in  this  country  for 
other  Powers,  and  that  several  firms 
are  building  ships  for  other  countries, 
I  cannot  believe  that  the  productive 
power  of  this  country  is  as  short  as 
it  is  supposed  to  be,  and  if  the  national 
emergency  is  as  great  as  described  by  the 
First  Lord  himself  and  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  our  performance  ought  to  be 
larger  than  it  is,  and  when  a  programme 
has  been  agreed  to  by  this  House  we 
ought  not  to  fall  short  of  that  programme. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  ad- 
mitted— indeed,  it  is  part  of  his  case — 
that  there  has  been  a  great  slowness  in 
carrying  out  his  programme  even  such  as 
it  is.  He  has  pointed  out  how  slow  we 
have  been  both  in  contract  ships  and  in 
dockyard  ships  in  regard  to  ^V^3^ 
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machinery  and  armour  plate.  The  House 
is  often  reassured  by  the  more  optimistic 
class  of  speakers  that  we  have  such  extra- 
ordinary powers  of  building  ships  fast  in 
this  country  that  we  can  afford  to  be  be- 
hind other  Powers.  That  is  not  the 
view  of  the  First  Lord  now,  and  he  has 
not  recently  made  use  of  that  argument. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  very  often  usea  in  the 
country,  and  we  very  often  read  it  in 
the  speeches  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
We  have  got  ourselves  into  the  habit  of 
behind 


market,  yet  we  must  obtain  this  i 
e  ven  if  we  have  to  go  into  ] 
with  manufacturers.     Again,  1 
the  "  Duncan  "  class — the  "  Duwa/i 
"  Cornwallis,"  the  "Exmouth,"  tdi 
"Russell,"  of  the  revised  proems' 
1898 — are  very  backward,  and  are  aq 
backward  than  the  corresponding! 
ships  which  they  were  designed  toi 
If  you  take  the  case  as  put  before  i 
the  very  excellent  tables  published  i 
the  last  Naval  Annual  it  will  be  i 


|tbe  twf 
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falling  behind  with  our  ships.  The  ;  only  three  battleships  have  really  ht| 
engineering  strike  has  been  given  as  the  j  completed  in  the  two  years 
alleged  reason  for  all  our  difficulties,  and  j  preceding  the  publication  of  the  kl 
no  doubt  that  strike  had  a  continuing  I  Naval  Annual.  Of  the  battleship  pi 
effect  beyond  the  actual  moment  of  the  j  vided  by  the  March,  1896,  progmn 
lock-out,  and  its  effects  were  felt  in  sub-  j  only  half — namely,  three  out  of  six— tail 


sequent  years.  But  the  delay  in  the 
ships  is  continuing  to  be  very  great  in- 
deed, and  1  would  like  to  give  the  House 
two  or  three  examples.  In  the  March, 
1896  programme  the  "Albion"  was  to 
have  been  completed  in  August,  1899, 
but  that  ship  is  not  now  expected  to  be 
completed  until  September,  1901.  The 
"Glory"  in  the  same  programme,  al- 
though not  so  much  behind,  is  also  very 
late,  but  the  excuse  in  this  case  is  the 
financial  difficulty  of  the  contractor  for 


engines.     There    was    a    Japanese    ship 

of  the  same  character  which  was  begun  j  contracts     for     additional 

at  the  same  time  by  the  same  contractor,  !  As  regards  cruisers  it  may 


been  completed  up  to  the  present  tat  1 
i  In  the  most  recent  debate  in  the  Frail 
j  Chamber  on  this  subject,  when  they  frl 
!  cussed  the  whole  question  of  the  po»  1 
i  bility  of  war  between  France  and  tfa  | 
;  country,  it  was  clear  that  battleshipsbm  1 
I  again  come  to  the  front,  and  we  mwtb  ' 
:  prepared  to  see  a  considerable  accesaonti 
;  the  number  of  battleships  possessed  k 
:;  foreign  Powers.  I  do  not  suppose  tkt 
I  anyone  would  press  the  right  hoi 
:  Gentleman  to  revise  his  program! 
';  at    this    moment    in     regard    to   the 

battleship, 
be  taken  v 


and  which  was  delivered  more  rapidly  ■  admitted  that  we  are  short.  The 
and  completed.  As  regards  the  March,  j  given  for  this  deficiency  and  for  not 
1897,  programme  the  same  thing  occurred  j  hying  down  more  cruisers  is  the  difficulty 
again.  The  "  Formidable,"  the  "  Irre-  j  of  obtaining  propelling  machinery. 
sistible,"  and  the  "  Implacable  "  were  to  ; 


have  been  completed  in  March,  1900,  but 
they  are  not  yet  complete.  This  is  a 
matter  about  which  the  Committee  ought 
to  have  some  information.  In  the  case 
of  these  three  ships  the  excuse  is  that  the 


Mr.  GOSCHEN:  And  armour. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  was  only 
repeating  the  reason  given  in  this  Home 
as   to  propelling  machinery — one  which 
delay  is  caused  by  a  difficulty  as  to  parts  :  has  been  given    for  a  long    time.     The 
of  the  armour.     This  matter  of  armour  |  first  class  cruisers  promised  in  the  March, 
has  been  brought  before  this  Committee  :  1896,  programme  for  completion  before 
year  after  year  by  specialists  representing  j  March,  1900,  are  not  yet  complete,  and 
either    the   trade  or    the  constituencies  !  they  will  very  soon  have  been  five  yesn 
concerned,  and  I  think  it  has  been  gone  j  in  hand.      The  excuse  given,  as  in  the 
into  no  less  than  eight  times  within  the  ;  case  of   the    battleships    "  Albion  n  and 
last  four  years.     I  confess  that  I  think  ;  "  Glory "    in    the    same    programme,  n 
this  difficulty  in  regard  to  armour  ought  j  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  contractor 
to   have   been  overcome  by    now.      No  ,  for   engines.      The  third  class    cruisen 
doubt  changes  in  the  plant  have  been  j  in     the    same    programme     are    almost 
required,  but  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- !  as  backward,  and  the  armoured   cruisen 
ralty  admitted  last  year  that  wo  must  get ;  of    the    revised    programme    of    1897, 
the  plant,  and  that  if  we  could  not  get  it  •  which  are  ships  very   urgently    needed 
by  one  plan  we  must  get  it  by  another.  I  at     the     present     time,     according    to 
Although  I  should  prefer  to  do  this  by  the    the  statement    of   the    First    Lord,  are 
ordinary  form  of  contract  in   the  open   already  a  year  behind  time.     As  regards 

•  Sir  Charles  Dilke. 
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toured  cruisers  of  tbe  1898  programme, 
^twenty-three-knot  cruisers,  urgeiitly 
*     on  the  average   were  not  laid 
until  fifteen  months  after  the  an- 
ement  made  in  the  House,  and  the 
ired    cruisers    of  the   revised  pro- 
ae  of  1898  not  until  eighteen  months 
rards.    In  some  cases  the  Admiralty 
found  it  necessary  to  accelerate  the 
of  launching,  although  they  do  not 
•h  the  ships.      That  is  the  case  not 
with  contract  ships,  but  also  with 
(yard   ships,   like   the  "  Drake "  and 
bx,"  which,  I  think,  are  to  be  hurried 
rard  to  no  good  end,  as  Pembroke 
is    insufficiently   equipped.      Tbe 
Is    of     the     fighting    squadrons 
not  satisfied    with  the   number    of 
ers  at  their  disposition  at  the  present 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  to  com- 
mon additional  cruisers  would  be   a 
reasonable  precaution  than  to  adopt 

,. clubs.      The    First  Lord    has   an- 

^Mbitinced  the  purchase  of  five  destroyers, 
^Tid     he    has    stated    that     that    is    a 
Considerable    addition    to   the    strength 
of  this  country.     We  reproached  him  in 
^February  last  with  not  having  provided 
more   destroyers,   and   he  now  tells  us 
tshat  he  was  thinking  of  purchasing  these 
destroyers  at   the  time,  but  he  aid  not 
announce  the  fact  because  it  would  put 
up  the  price  against  himself.     I  confess 
that   I   think    this  is    a    welcome  pur- 
chase,  although    I  think  that  an  even 
larger  addition  to    the    number  of  de- 
stroyers  would    have    been    wise.     My 
main  reason  for  rising  and  taking  part  in 
this  debate  is  my  conviction  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  are  sufficient,  if 
properly  used,  to  fill  up  the  programme 
which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
himself  thinks  is  necessary,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  armour  and  propelling 
machinery,  although   it  may  be  a  con- 
venient argument  to  use  once,  when  some 
particular  shortness  may  have  occurred, 
is  an  unsound  argument,  and  is  not  a 

f  roper  excuse  when  it  is  alleged  to  the 
[ouse  year  by  year.  In  face  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  building  for  foreign  countries 
at  a  time  when  there  is  a  national  emer- 
gency, I  think  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
obtain  sufficient  propelling  machinery  and 
armour. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Undoubtedly  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has 
put  his  finger  on  a  radical  defect  in  the 
management  of  the    Admiralty,   if  not 


in  its  intelligence.  It  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  this  country  is  capable  of  build- 
ing as  many  battleships  and  cruisers,  and 
producing  as  much  armour,  as  is  required. 
I  am  going  to  go  a  little  further  and  sug- 
gest that  the  reason  may  possibly  be  that 
the  Admiralty  have  never  yet  understood 
how  to  deal  with  contractors,  for  they 
beat  them  down  in  their  prices  in  an 
absurd  way. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Under  our  present 
system  we  do  not  beat  the  prices  down. 
We  invite  tenders,  but  we  do  not  always- 
accept  the  lowest. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  really  can- 
not weary  the  Committee  by  going  into- 
details,  although  I  have  them  here.     The 
case  I  had  in  my  mind  was  one  of  seven 
years  ago  when  tenders  were  invited  for 
torpedo  destroyers.     Tenders  were  given 
by  two  firms,  one  of  which  was  Messrs.. 
Yarrow.     That  tender  was  not  accepted ; 
they  would  not  do  it  for  the  money ;  and 
they  were  then  offered  a  little  more.     It 
was  a  case  of  beating  up  instead  of  beat- 
ing down,   but  it  is  the  same  principle- 
You  must  deal  with  your  contractors  in  a 
proper  and  even  generous  way.     If  you 
do  not,  the  result  will  be  that  the  best 
contractors  will  not  work  for  you,  but 
will   fill   their  yards  with  foreign  work- 
when  they  should  be  working  for  us.     I 
have  heard  that  continually  alleged,  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  goes  so  far  as  to  sug- 
gest a  reason.    I  think  there  may  be  other 
reasons.     There  may  be,  for  instance,  a 
want  of  proper  foresight  on  the  part  of 
the   Admiralty,    and,   consequently,   too 
great  a  delay  in  ordering  the  armour 
required.     I  believe  that  is  largely   the 
case.     If  you  want  the  best  work  you 
must  go  to  the  best  contractors ;  if  you 
want  the  best  contractors  you  must  treat 
them  fairly,  and  even  handsomely.     As. 
to     this     question     of     armour,     it    is. 
absurd  to  say  that  this  country  cannot 
produce  armour  sufficient  for  the  needs  of 
the    Navy.     But    let    us  assume  for  a. 
moment  that  the  private  contractor  cannot 
produce  the  armour  required.      Then  I 
say  it  is  possible  for  the  Admiralty — nay,, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Admiralty — to  do  one 
of  two  things;  either,  as  the  right  hon.. 
Baronet  has  suggested,  to  go  into  a  quasi- 
partnership  with  the  armour  producers, 
and  by  promise  of  orders  induce  manu- 
facturers to  put  up  machinery  to  carry 
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out  the  work,  or  to  take  the  bull  by  the 
horns  and  set  up  rolling  machinery  in  the 
dockyards.     You  have   had   to    take    a 
similar  course  with  regard  to  the  building 
of  ships,  and  if  there  is  no  other  way,  you 
must  do  it  with  regard  to  the  supply  of 
armour.     But  to  come  year  after  year  ; 
and  say  that  you  cannot  get  this,  and  j 
you  cannot  get  that,  in  a  manufacturing  j 
country  of  the   illimitable    capacities  of 
this  country,  is  really  to  give  a  reason 
which  cannot  be  readily  accepted  by  the 
House  of  Commons  for  not  carrying  out 
the  naval  programme  which  we  have  been 
told  is  the  least  that  is  absolutely  essen- : 
tial.     I    come    now   to   the  question  of 
boilers,  and  that  seems  to  me  to  be  oven  \ 
more  important.      I   am  afraid   I   must  i 
believe    that     the     boilers      we      have  i 
in    the    larger    number    of     our     most 
important    ships    are     not    satisfactory. 
If     that     is      so,     we      may     at     any 
moment   find  this  country  in  a  state  of  , 
most   horrible  danger,     fcveryliody  must 
feel   that  great   events  are  impending-—  ' 

freat  events  in  the  East,  great  events  in 
iurope— and  we  never  know  the  day 
when  we  may  be  called  upon  to  put  forth  . 
what  is  after  all  our  only  power— our 
sea  power.  If  it  be  that  there  are  condi- 
tions in  our  ships  which  are  such  that : 
those  ships  cannot  be  relied  unon  for  ser- " 
vice  in  emergency  or  generally,  if  there 
be  some  serious  fundamental  fault  in  ■ 
their  machinery  or  boilers,  or  in  both, 
which  render  them  unreliable—  capable  of 
doing  great  things  on  one  day  and  break- 
ing down  the  next,  for  goodness  knows 
how  long — if  we  are  in  that  position,  we 
are  in  the  most  serious  position  that  the 
country  could  possilly  be  in,  and  one 
which 'it  behoves  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  immediately.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  has  indeed  given  away  his 
case.  He  admits,  or  he  does  not  dispute, 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  water-tube  boiler 
has  been  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.   GOKCHEN   was    understood  to 
'dissent. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  will  put 
it  in  another  way.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man admits  there  was  great  uneasiness 
about  it— so  great  an  uneasiness  that 
•even  he  himself  could  not  remove  it. 
Therefore,  I  think  the  case  is  admittedly, 
•on  his  own  words,  a  very  very  serious 
♦one. 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


«i 


Mr.    GOSCHEN 
explain  that  the  defects  were 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  do 
wish  to  put  it  in  the  least  higher  tha 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  path, 
said  the  defects  in  his  opinion 
remediable,  but  the  apprehension  n 
remediable.  I  want  to  make  one 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
l>ecause  I  do  not  think  he  has  appretatt 
the  case  against  the  boilers.  He  qk\ 
all  through  of  the  water-tube 
My  belief  is,  and  I  think  it  is  the  beUi' 
a  great  many  Members  of  this  Hob, 
that  the  water-tube  principle — that  k,th 
principle  of  putting  the  water  install  i 
the  fire  into  the  tubes — is  a  good  frit 
ciple.  I  am  not  an  expert  on  tb 
question,  but  I  have  endeavoured  1 
acquaint  myself  with  the  subject,  and  As 
is  the  belief  I  have  come  to.  The  oh 
question  is  whether  the  Belleville  boueri 
good.  Here  is  a  Memorandum  prepml 
for  this  very  debate.  What  do  we  fad 
there  1  I  do  no  know  whether  the  ri^ft 
hon.  Gentleman  wrote  it ;  I  imagine  not: 
the  English  is  not  good  enough.  Wk* 
the  writer  of  this  paper  says  is  this— 

"  The  Admiralty  policy  has  been  to  conabr 
the  Belleville  boiler,  with  which  they  hare  W 
more  experience  than  any  other  type  of  vita- 
tube  boiler,  as  the  approved  type  for  hnji 

ships." 

"  Water  tube  boilers "  here,  then,  doei 
not  mean  water-tube  boilers  in  general, 
but  the  type  approved  by  the  Admiralty 
— the  Belleville.  The  water-tube  boiler 
may  be  good  ;  it  may  be  the  most  perfect 
invention  the  brain  of  man  has  ever  pot 
into  a  steam  engine  ;  but  if  the  Belleruk 
be  bad  it  is  no  answer  to  us.  The  writer 
further  says — 

"  But  in  this  naper  it  is  only  necessary  It 
compare  the  Belleville  boiler  with  the  cylin- 
drical boiler." 

That  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  do  to- 
night, but  that  is  the  very  thing  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  nob  done.  He  dm 
all  through  compared  water-tube  boileii 
generally  with  cylindrical  boilers.  I  do 
not  care   what  ho  proves  about  water- 

1  tube  boilers,  if  it  be  true,  as  I  am  afraid 
it  is  true,  that  our  particular  form  of 

!  water-tube  boiler — the  Belleville — is  un- 
satisfactory and  cannot  be  trusted.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  good  enough  to 
say  he  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  deal 

;  with  me  as  an  adversary.     He  will  not 

,  I  recognise  the  great  power  and  capacity, 
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ormous  energy  and  industry,  which 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  has  brought 
i  work.  The  Committee  must 
ise  the  almost  masterly  engineer- 
ay  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
l  described  the  water-tube  boiler  to- 
stating  frankly  many  of  its  defects 
tentioning  still  more  frankly  many 
excellencies,  involved  a  great  deal 
rk  not  altogether  familiar  to  Mem- 
rf  this  House.  I  will  not  go  into 
8 ;  I  will  not  even  read  the  facts  set 
in  the  Memorandum  showing  how 
B  of  the  trials  on  which  the  Admi- 
rely,  the  ship  with  the  Belleville 
•  drank  nearly  six  times  as  much 
as  the  ship  with  the  cylindrical 
•.  That  is  a  very  serious  matter, 
se  it  is  not  the  water  only.  The 
water  means  extra  coal,  and  there- 
»very  extra  pound  of  water  that  the 
rille  boiler  drinks  means  more  coal 
ler  to  distil  it.  There  is  one  other 
.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  drew 
;e  distinction  between  the  two  kinds 
iter-tube  boilers.  Ho  spoke  of  the 
sort  and  the  small  sort — that  is,  the 
'-tube  boiler  with  large  tubes  and  the 
'-tube  boiler  with  small  tubes — as 
;h  they  were  two  beings  of  totally 
ent  races  coming  from  different 
iries.  But  they  are  the  same  boiler, 
essential  principle  of  the  two  is  the 
,  and  it  is  possible  to  make  the  small 
boiler  with  larger  tubes  and  lit  it 
a  larger  vessel.  That  is  exactly 
the  French  are  doing;  they  are  fitting 
vessels  with  water-tube  boilers  of 
orpedo-boat  destroyer  sort,  but  made 
larger  tubes  —such  as  the  Normand, 
Yarrow,  the  Thornycroft,  and  the 
>t.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  rather 
ested  to  the  Committee — I  do  not 
t  he  meant  to  do  it,  but  it  was  the 
ence  suggested  to  us  who  do  not 
v  much  about  boilers — that  for  large 
\  you  must  have  large  tube  boilers, 
for  small  ships  small  tube  boilers,  and 
consequently  you  must  have  the 
jville  boiler  for  large  ships,  although 
might  have  the  Thornycroft  or  the 
ow  for  the  small. 

r.  GOSCHEN  explained  that  he  did 
intend  to  convey  that  impression ; 
aeant  that  small  water-tube  boilers 
i  generally  provided  for  the  smaller 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  quite 
accept  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 
ment that  he  did  not  intend  to  convey 
that  idea,  but  in  the  unsophisticated 
frame  of  mind  with  which  I  endeavour  to 
approach  all  new  questions  that  was  the 
inference  suggested  to  me.  The  Memo- 
randum states  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  one  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  the  Belleville  boiler  is  that  you 
get  less  weight.  I  think  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman below  the  gangway  rather  dis- 
posed of  that  when  he  showed  that 
although  you  get  less  weight  in  the 
machinery  and  in  the  boilers,  you  get  as 
much  weight  in  the  coal. 

SirFORTESCUEFLANNERY:  And 
more. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Then,  says 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  also  the 
Memorandum,  you  get  better  speed.  My 
hon.  friend  opposite  shakes  his  head.  I 
am  going  to  assume  that  do  you  get 
better  speed.  But  when  do  you  get  it  ? 
Perhaps  on  one  day  in  twenty,  when  the 
boiler  is  going  properly,  you  get  your 
extra  knot,  but  on  the  next 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  complained  that  that 
was  a  most  unjust  description;  it  was 
just  the  same  as  in  other  ships. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  think  not. 
If  hon.  Members  will  refer  to  this 
Memorandum  they  will  see  that  they  act 
unlike  other  ships.  Take  the  "High- 
flyer "  and  the  "  Minerva."  The  former 
was  continually  breaking  down ;  the 
latter  never.  I  do  not  say  it  always 
happened,  but  you  cannot  rely  on  it  not 
happening,  and  reliance  is  the  very 
essence  of  the  action*  of  the  Fleet.  The 
old  cylindrical  boiler  may  not  have  had 
the  advantages  —I  think  it  had  not — that 
the  water-tube  boiler  has,  but  at  any 
rate  you  could  always  rely  upon  it,  week 
in,  week  out — nay,  year  in,  year  out.  For 
year  after  year  the  cylindrical  boilers 
have  gone  on  with  a  little  looking 
into  at  the  end  of  each  voyage,  and 
they  have  done  their  work  perfectly 
well.  The  "  Royal  Arthur  "  at  the  present 
moment  can  get  as  good  a  speed  with 
her  cylindrical  boilers  as  when  she  was 
built  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago.  As 
to  the  foreigner,  I  quite  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  we  must  sweep 
away  our  national  pTeyxdvsfc  \i  ^*  smjl 
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learn  anything  by  so  doing.  I  am  most 
anxious  to  learn  everything  possible  from 
the  foreigner.  What  does  the  foreigner 
teach  us  1  Let  us  see  what  is  found  in 
this  Memorandum.  I  will  summarise  it 
in  a  very  short  way.  All  foreign  nations, 
says  the  Memorandum,  have  adopted 
water-tube  boilers.  Yes ;  but  not  the 
Belleville.  The  Belleville  boiler  is  the 
only  one  with  which  I  am  concerned,  as 
sixty-one  of  our  largest  ships  are  fitted 
with  it.  We  have  in  the  Memorandum 
an  account  of  what  the  different  nations 
have  done.  The  really  important  marine 
nations  are  those — and  I  put  them  in 
order  of  importance :  England,  France, 
United  States,  Holland,  and  Germany. 
What  have  we  to  learn  from  the 
foreigners  ?  Germany  uses  the  Thorny- 
croft,  the  Schiiltz,  the  Niclausse,  and  the 
Dtirr  boilers ;  but  out  of  the  thirty  ships 
named  in  this  Memorandum  only  two 
have  Belleville  boilers.  In  Holland  every 
boiler — on  large  ships,  too — of  10,000 
indicated  horse-power  is  a  Yarrow 
with  the  larger  tubes.  There  are  eight 
of  these  ships  in  the  list,  and  not  one  of 
them  has  a  Belleville  boiler.  In  the 
United  States  they  use  the  Thornycroft, 
the  Babcock  and  Wilcox,  the  Niclausse, 
and  the  Mosher  ;  but  in  all  the  nineteen 
ships  named  there  is  not  a  single  Belle- 
ville boiler.  Now  I  come  to  France,  and 
this  is  really  the  crucial  instance.  It  was  in 
France  the  Belleville  boiler  was  invented 
twenty-one  years  ago  by  a  naval  officer  of 
very  great  scientific  attainments  and 
ability.  With  regard  to  the  Belleville 
boiler,  I  have  never  been  shipmates  with 
it,  as  they  say  ;  but  I  have  been  alongside 
of  it,  and  having  seen  a  great  deal  of  it 
was  touched  with  a  profound  admira- 
tion for  it.  I  remember  having  my 
doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
adopted  by  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
when  they  first  put  this  boiler,  without 
any  trial,  in  a  big  ship  like  the  "  Power- 
full"  or  the  "Terrible."  But  in  the 
"  Sharpshooter  "  I  conceived  a  great  admi- 
ration for  it,  and  I  stood  up  in  this  House 
and  said  it  was  a  very  good  boiler.  That 
is  one  reason  why  I  am  here  to-day — to 
put  on  a  white  sheet.  In  France,  and 
this  is  most  important,  the  earlier  ships — 
I  am  now  really  confining  myself  to  the 
list  in  the  Memorandum  —  were  all 
fitted  with  Belleville  boilers,  but 
if  hon.  Members  will  look  at  the 
Memorandum  they  will  see  what  a 
change  has  been  coming  over  the  mind  of 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


France  in  regard  to  these  boflen.  Q 
fifteen  cruisers  of  1899  and  1900* 
have  Belleville  boilers.  Thatisinh 
the  original  country  of  the  U 
boilers — France,  in  which  it  it  i 
patriotism  to  use  the  BellcriBei 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  mdn 
that  I  have  no  quarrel  aant 
Niclausse,  the  Yarrow,  the  Gafl 
Babcock  and  Wilcox,  or  any  otkri 
twenty  types  of  boilers ;  my  qunj 
doubt,  my  horror,  are  all  reserredfc 
Belleville  alone.  Of  the  fifteen  ai 
armoured  and  protected,  named  i 
Memorandum,  only  six  have  U 
boilers.     All  battleships  built  m  M 

1898  have  Belleville  boilers,  bat  Aa 

1899  and  1900  have  not  Beflevi 
Niclausse  boilers.  The  two  ktettti 
ships  on  which  the  French  mortlr 
and  which  have  excited  the  honv 
fears  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on 
the  "  Suffren  "  and  the  "  Henri  lY, 
the  Niclausse  boilers.  First  of  all, 
that  the  figures  I  have  short! 
forward  with  regard  to  France  she 
she  is  recovering  from  the  Bi 
craze,  which  she  had  in  a  stron] 
she  has  now  forty  ships  agai 
sixty-one  fitted  with  the  Bellevifl< 
but  she  is  recovering  from  th 
and — I  make  this  assertion  w 
responsibility  as  I  have  in  thisCk 
— the  authorities  responsible  foi 
naval  construction  believe  that  1 
ville  boiler  is  bad  in  principle  an 
to  work  in  practice,  and  they  ha 
to  believe  in  it  as  the  boiler  of  tl 
That  is  my  assertion,  and  I  mi 
good  grounds.  My  information 
and,  as  the  figures  show  a  tei 
avoid  the  Belleville  boiler  on  tl 
the  French  Government,  so  1 1 
future  will  show  to  a  certainty 
French  Government  have  absolul 
up  the  belief  in  the  Belleville  1 
large  ships.  I  have  made  a  be 
tion,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentlem 
Naval  Intelligence  Department 
an  Ambassador  in  Paris,  and  he  < 
tain  whether  I  am  right  or  wi 
he  can  in  any  way  show  that  I  a 
in  what  I  have  said,  I  shall  be  i 
to  retract  it.  I  say  this  furthei 
"  Jeanne  d'Arc  "  it  is  a  Guyot 
believe.  There  is  really  no  gei 
f erence  between  a  boiler  with  sm 
and  a  boiler  with  large  tubes ; 
they  are  essentially  the  same,  \ 
you  use  them  \w  tox^edo  ta&ta  ^ 
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"with  small  tubes,  and  when  you  use 
in  a  large  vessel  you  make  them 
hrge    tubes.     All  the    arguments 
regard    to     foreign     nations     are 
jmments  against  the  Belleville  boilers, 
against    water-tube    boilers.       The 
mrience  of    the  Admiralty  action  of 
ny,    Holland,   the  United    States, 
of    France   herself,  is  an  experience 
Mi  should  induce  us  to  give  up  these 
*ville  boilers.     But  we  have  got  them 
atcfcy-one  of  our  ships,  and  we  have  got 
r*r&    with  them.     Here  I  am  in  entire 
r-ocment  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  near 
The  human  element,  does  come  in, 
I    am  afraid  that  the  Admiralty  have 
».l-ways  taken  sufficient  account  of  that 
trarm  &±*n  element.     The  Belleville  boiler  is 
>  V*     a  box  of  tricks  as  never  before  was 
^x^to  a  ship.     It  is  like  a  lady's  watch, 
^ayg  getting  out  of  order  and  requiring 
^***t^     delicate  handling.     It  requires  to  be 
*W*3d  to  a    nicoty,  and  when    defects 
^^t-   they  require  to  be  repaired  to  a 
at^y.      If   you    are   to   live   with    the 
^WcsviHe  boiler  you  must  treat  stoking 
longer  as  unskilled  or  ^«m-unskilled 
*^our  ;  it  in  a  fine  art,  and  you  require 
^tista  to  do  it.     How  are  you  to  get 
■^^m  1     Other  nations  have  been   in  the 
***tqc  difficulty  as  we  are  in,  but  France 
S*^t  out  of  the  difficulty  by  doing  as  I  now 
£>?j]ture  humbly  to  suggest  the  right  hon. 
gentleman    should   do  —  namely,   obtain 
SStetruction  from  the  Belleville  Company 
itself  in  stoking  as  a  fine  art.     Will  the 
**ight    hon.    Gentleman   do  that  J    I  feel 
Very    strongly  the   urgency  of  this  mat- 
ter.    I   believe  that   no  other  Belleville 
Ixjilers    ought     to    be    put    into     Her 
Majesty's  ships,   but  we  have  sixty-one 

I  ships  with  them,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman should  take  the  means  open  to 
his  hand  for  using  them  to  the  best 
advantage.  Let  him  set  up  a  school 
of  stoking,  and  send  for  two  or  three 
French  stokers  from  the  Belleville  Com- 
ptkiiy,  to  teach  our  men  the  art  of 
stoking.  Those  men  could  then  teach 
others,  and  in  course  of  time  we  should 
learn  to  stoke  tne  Belleville  boiler.  You 
cannot  do  it  by  leaving  it  to  the  unskilled 
stoker  to  learn  it  by  himself,  or  if  he 
should  learn  it  in  that  way  he  will  learn 
it  too  late.  It  may  gall  the  pride  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  go  to  France  to 
be  taught  stoking,  but  this  is  a  French 
dish,  and  if  you  wish  to  enjoy  it  you  must 
have  it  done  by  a  French  cook.  There  is 
no  other  way.     I  do  hope  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman,  in  the  presence  of  these  enor- 
mous accusations — to  some  extent  ill- 
founded,  but  largely  well-founded — will 
immediately  take  means — there  is  not  a 
day  to  be  lost — to  teach  his  stokers  how 
to  stoke  the  Belleville  boiler.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  to  appoint  a  Committee 
of  experts ;  they  are  to  go  to  sea ;  they 
are  to  be  shipmates 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Some  of  them. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Some  of 
them  are  to  be  shipmates  of  the  Belle- 
ville boiler  in  order  to  see  how  it  acts.  I 
am  not  sure  that  that  experience  could 
not  be  obtained  without  any  difficulty  at 
all.  I  am  not  sure  the  captains  and  com- 
manders of  Her  Majesty's  Navy  could  not 
unfold  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  tale 
about  the  Belleville  boiler  which  would 
harrow  the  First  Lord's  soul.  I  have 
heard  tales.  I  know  nothing  about  engi- 
neering, but  what  struck  me  was  con- 
stantly hearing  executive  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  Navy  groaning  and  complaining 
of  the  a^ful  job  they  had  in  getting  the 
Belleville  boilers  to  act  properly.  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  any  steps 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  executive 
officers  of  the  Navy  ?  I  do  not  say  even 
of  the  engineers,  because  they  are  in 
rather  a  false  position ;  they  have  to 
report  to  the  man  who  adopted  the 
boiler,  and  who  also  looks  after  their  pro- 
motion— and  here  let  me  say  that  I  am 
not  sure  that  that  arrangement  will  not 
require  to  be  looked  after.  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  methods  by  which  we  design  our 
ships  and  boilers  do  not  require  a  great 
deal  of  overhauling.  The  chief  engineer 
is  an  admirable  person,  but  he  is  au 
engine  driver  in  essence ;  his  business  is 
to  drive  an  engine,  not  to  design  one. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said 
the  engineers  were  individually  of  the 
highest  type  of  men  they  could  possibly 
get. 

Mr.  GIBSON   BOWLES :    I  am  not 

speaking  of  the  individual  engineer.  This 
engineer  has  to  look  after  the  material, 
and  keep  it  going.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
that  we  have  not  entered  on  a  new  period 
as  regards  the  navy.  I  am  quite  certain 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  come  to  their  work 
with  the  highest  determination  to  do  the 
best  i.hey  can  for  the  country.     No  one 
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could  have  greater  determination  in  that 
direction  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  then  he  is  constantly  being  told  by 
Navy  Leagues  and  halfpenny  newspapers 
that  the  Admiralty  is  an  effete  institution. 
There  was  a  time  when  we  were  told  that 
if  steam  were  adopted  in  the  Navy  it 
would  be  the  downfall  of  the  Fleet,  and 
there  was  also  great  difficulty  in  intro- 
ducing breech-loading  guns.  The  modern 
Admiral  now  says  to  himself,  "  I  will  not 
be  open  to  that  reproach  ;  I  will  keep  up 
to  the  times,"  and  he  is  consequently  apt  to 
run  to  the  other  extreme  and  to  indulge  in 
a  debauch  of  novelty.  I  regret  the  changes 
which  are  being  made,  especially  as  re- 
gards the  training  squadron,  but  I  regret 
most  of  all  the  change  which  was  made  in 
boilers  and  machinery  without  adequate 
trial  in  1893.     I  am  glad  the  right  hon. 

f;entleman  has  volunteered  a  Committee, 
t  was  not  forced  upon  him,  and  I  hope 
it  will  do  good  work.  I  trust  in  the 
meantime  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
take  immediate  steps  to  increase  the 
number  of  stokers  for  the  boilers  we  have 
already  got,  in  order  that  we  may  get 
bettor  results  than  hitherto — such  results 
as  at  any  rate  will  make  us  feel  com- 
paratively safe  in  trusting  our  Navy  and 
our  sailors  to  the  Belleville  boilers. 

*Mr.  ALLAN :  I  rise  with  feelings  of 
great  gratification.  I  congratulate  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  on  his  patriotism  in  agree- 
ing to  appoint  an  expert  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  question  of  the 
boilering  of  Her  Majesty's  ships.  That 
question  when  I  entered  the  House  six 
years  ago  came  home  to  me.  When  the 
great  plunge  was  made,  and  when  millions 
of  money  were  Mindly  thrown  into  the 
business,  I  saw  that  a  mistake  was  being 
committed,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  tell 
the  then  Administration  that  they  were 
making  a  powerful  mistake  and  a  terrible 
blunder.  The  late  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  Admiralty  laughs,  but  he  does  not 
know  what  a  boiler  is.  Probably  he  laughs 
because  he  has  left  such  a  legacy  to  his 
successors ;  but  laughing  will  not  make  a 
strong  Navy  or  save  Britain  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  and  I  do  not  like  to  see  an  ex- 
Minister  laughing.  We  have  been  told 
to-day  that  the  "  Powerful "  and  the 
"  Terrible  "  have  done  everything.  But 
^vvhat  have  they  done  ?  Let  the  truth  be 
known.  What  did  the  "  Powerful "  do 
going  out  to   China?      She  made  1,500 
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miles  in  ten  days,  and  althooekj 
a  boat  designed  to  do  2*2  bjy| 
has  never  done  it.  I  challenge  fen 
hon.  Gentleman  now  to  take  oat  41 
mouth  Dockyard  the  "Powerful' 
see  if  she  can  do  22  knots  after  uhj 
months  steaming.  She  cannot  fc| 
Why  is  not  a  list  of  the  defaaj 
the  "  Powerful  "  inserted  in  the  lb 
randum  ?  I  will  tell  the  How  i 
The  defects  are  so  great  that 
Admiralty  feared  to  pat  them  in.  1 
has  the  "Terrible"  done]  She  hi 
run  from  Hong  Kong  to  T*k 
a  grave  national  emergency  whet 
lives  of  a  British  Minister  and  1 
attaches  in  Peking  were  in  jeq 
How  long  did  she  take  ?  Did  she 
knots  1  Never.  She  did  not  do  15 
and,  forsooth,  these  are  the  boilers 
were  to  do  great  things,  and  whit 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  on  the 
of  the  so-called  experts,  approved. 
of  course,  I  am  not  blaming  the  rig 
Gentleman.  Take  the  "  Europa. 
has  she  done  ?  She  was  designed 
20  knots,  and  she  ran  from  S 
Colombo  at  the  magnificent  speed 
knots,  and,  forsooth,  this  ship,  deaij 
do  20  knots,  took  eighty-eight  days  i 
trip  to  Sydney.  Why,  a  sailing  shi] 
have  done  it  in  the  time.  It  is  a  s 
British  engineering,  and  on  our 
supremacy,  that  a  ship  designed  tc 
or  22  knots  cannot  do  it.  rlone  ( 
ships  can  do  it.  I  stand  on  fad 
great  many  hon.  Members  in  this 
have  perhaps  never  seen  a  Belleville 
There  are  actually  48,000  joint 
nected  with  the  boilers  of  H.M.S.  "i 
Think  of  that  at  the  end  of  the  nin< 
cent u  ry .  Shade  of  James  Watt  and 
Stephenson  !  We  are  now  spendii 
lions  in  putting  boilers  into  ship 
48,000  joints,  when  the  true  spiril 
engineering  science  ought  to  be  sim 
and  the  fewer  the  joints  the  better  1 
That  is  the  reason  of  their  failure, 
fear  that  these  boilers  will  lead  to 
trous  explosions  which  are  bou 
come  at  unexpected  moments.  Ta 
"Hermes."  She  was  sent  out 
West  India  station,  and  ere  read 
it  was  found  that  the  boilers  w 
burnt.  She  was  towed  into  Nassi 
they  could  not  repair  her  there.  S 
then  towed  to  Port  Royal,  and  coi 
be  repaired  there,  and  had  to  be  to 
Bermuda.  What  happened  to  her  1 
quite  willing  to  admit  that  the  feed 
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5  a  little  wrong,  but  granted  they 
»  not  working  well,  there  was  so  little 
Mr  left  in  the  boilers  that  it  evaporated 
in  minutes,  the  boilers  became  red  hot, 
men  panic  stricken,  and  a  lieutenant 
to  be  sent  down   from  the  deck  to 
►  the   men,   who  were   almost   in  a 
of  mutiny,  in  the  stokehole.     I  feel 
for  the  chief  engineer.     I  will  tell 
why.    His  life  must  have  been  miser- 
Night  and  day  he  was  on  duty ; 
being  in  dread  of  a  black  mark  against 
name,  he  dared  not  open  his  mouth, 
was  never  off  watch,  and  when  the 
got  to  Bermuda  he   was  invalided 
e.     Get  his  report  and  defects  list. 
"Hermes"  is  a  fine  sample  of  British 
.;  fJMpneering.     It  is  a   beautiful   sample, 
*^U*a  she  is  not  fit  to  do  a  bit  of  work  now. 
*flTake  another  case,  the  "  Diadem,"  which 
•  %r©  were  told  to-night  was  such  a  success. 
"tfJL-  have  seen  a  letter  which  states  that 
^Irandreds  of  her  tubes  had  to  be  taken 
rc*«lt — they   were  all   pin-holed;  and  the 
of.  letter  states  that  if  all   the  facts  were 
*>Tmown  as  to  the  amount  the  "  Diadem  " 
£  ^ost     to     repair     they     would    stagger 
f  humanity.     The  pin-holed  tubes  were  put 
c  into  hot  zinc  in   order  to  close  up  the 
f  lioles,  and  then  thej'  were  put  back  again 
f  dnto  the  boilers.     I  should  like  to  show 
*he    right    hon.    Gentleman  some  facts 
which  his  officials  have  not  laid  before 
Shim.     The  Memorandum  which  has  been 
issued  is  a  melancholy  example  of  mis- 
applied engineering  effort.     I  never  read 
•such  a  miserable  account   coming  from 
men  who  call  themselves  engineers.    Why, 
.a  three  years  apprentice  would  not  have 
-written  such  stuff. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  must  protest 
.against  the  hon.  Gentleman  doing  what 
he  has  done  before.  He  attacks  not  only 
-the  scientific  knowledge  of  the  experts, 
but  he  also  attacks  them  for  not  putting 
tthe  facts  before  me.  Against  that  I 
protest. 

♦Mr.  ALLAN:  I  am  relying  on  the 
Memorandum.  I  have  not  attacked  any 
man,  and  I  can  only  judge  by  what  is 
given  to  me.  What  I  want  to  bring  home 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  all 
through  the  Memorandum  at  every 
•opportunity  there  is  disparagement  of  the 
•cylindrical  boiler.  What  are  the  facts  ? 
If  you  compare  the  old  "  Imperieuse," 
.fitted  with  the  cylindrical  boilers,  and 
;the  modern  **  Diadem,"  with  the  water- 


tube  boilers,  it  will  be  found  that  the  first 
is  fit  for  sea,  can  go  anywhere,  and  is  as 
good  at  her  work  tc-day  as  the  day  she 
came  out,  and  that,  if  pitted  against  the 
"  Diadem  "  from  here  to  the  Cape,  in  a 
steady  spin,  or  across  the  Atlantic,  she 
would  win,  and  on  far  less  coals.  Again, 
in  the  trials  between  the  "  Minerva  "  and 
the  "Highflyer/:  the  "Highflyer"  had 
from  forty  to  fifty  tons  of  water  in  her 
tanks,  whereas  the  "  Minerva  "  had  none. 
Now  if  the  "  Highflyer "  had  been  under 
similar  conditions  to  the  "  Minerva,"  it  is 
evident  that  she  could  not  have  done  her 
run  at  all,  as  she  required  this  water 
for  her  water-tube  boilers,  while  the 
"  Minerva "  required  none  for  her  cylin- 
drical boilers ;  this  was  not  pointed  out 
in  the  Memorandum.  Then  there  is  the 
case  of  the  "  Pegasus,"  fitted  with  water- 
tube  boilers.  She  had  been  for  fifteen 
months  on  commission  on  the  South 
American  station;  and  what  has  hap- 
pened 1  The  water-tube  boilers  have 
to  be  refitted  and  she  is  ordered 
home,  and  the  "Sappho,"  with  cylin- 
drical boilers,  was  sent  to  take  her 
place.  How  much  steaming  has  the 
"  Pegasus  "  done  altogether  ]  I  question 
if  she  has  done  two  months,  and  then 
you  send  out  a  cylindrical  boilered  ship  to 
take  her  place.  Why  did  you  not  send  out 
any  other  water-tube  boilered  ship,  if  the 
"  Pegasus  "  had  proved  satisfactory  ?  The 
idea  of  the  Admiralty  officials  as  to  the 
value  of  water-tube  boilers  is  absurd  and 
cannot  be  borne  out  by  facts.  Even 
on  the  chief  engineer's  admission  there  is 
no  saving  in  weight,  although  he  says 
that  there  is  a  gain  in  speed.  Speed  is  a 
matter  of  form,  displacement,  and  power, 
and  not  a  matter  of  the  type  of  boiler,  and 
to  say  that  you  can  get  a  knot  more 
because  of  a  certain  type  of  boiler,  is  a 
piece  of  engineering  bluff.  We  are  told 
by  Members  of  this  House  that  these 
boilers  have  come  to  stay ;  but  if  they 
have  come  to  stay,  the  engineer  critic  has 
come  to  stay  also,  and  will  stay  as  long 
as  they  remain,  and  until  the  existing 
evils  are  removed.  When  we  talk 
of  this  country,  of  which  we  all  are 
proud,  what  do  we  see  1  That  from 
the  old  boiler  has  arisen  all  our 
country's  greatness.  It  has  built  up  our 
present  mercantile  supremacy,  and  has 
carried  our  Army  with  all  its  impedimenta 
to  South  Africa.  Of  the  240  or  250  trans- 
port steamers  employed  for  the  war,  not 
one  was  fitted  with  ^aXer-XA&fc  \Kstarc%. 
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Now  the  country's  first  line  of  defence  is 
provided  with  boilers  which  are  not 
to  he  depended  on,  while  for  sim- 
plicity, economy,  and  the  peace  of  mind 
of  the  engineering  staff  nothing  can  equal 
the  cylindrical  boilers.  The  cylindrical 
boiler  has  made  Britain  what  it  is,  and  if 
they  are  not  used  in  our  Navy,  so  as  to 
give  us  a  sure  superiority  over  other 
nations,  then  I  say  farewell  to  the  great- 
ness of  Britain  on  the  seas.  Once  her 
naval  power  is  destroyed,  she  will  go 
down  as  did  Carthage  of  old. 

Admiral      FIELD     (Sussex,      East- 
bourne) :  We  have  had  the  usual  protest 
from   the   hon.   Member   for    Gateshead 
against  water-tube  boilers,    and   I    wish 
now  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee   away    from    that   subject.     The 
hon.  Member,  who  appears  to  have  water- 
tube  toilers  on  the  brain,  laboured   the 
question,  but  now  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  has  granted  a  Committee, 
which  I  regret  has  been  granted  at  all, 
we  may  pass  from  the  subject.     It  is  not 
true  that  these  boilers  were  not  tested. 
They  were  very  well  tested  by  engineers 
of  standing,  who  took  passages  on  'vessels 
fitted    with   these   boilers  to   and   from 
Australia  and  reported  on  them.     I  can- 
not agree  with  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn,  that  France  is  dis- 
easing   the   Belleville    type.    France  is 
using    two    or    three    kinds    of    water- 
tube  boilers,   and   let   us   do   the   same. 
Russia   has    also    taken    up    water-tube 
boilers  for  the  fleet  she  is  now  building, 
and  it  is  all  nonsense  for  hon.  Members 
in    this   House   to   find    fault   with    the 
policy   of   the   Admiralty   because    they 
have  adopted  a  boiler  which  has  failed  in 
a  few  ships.     My  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  made  some  very  useful 
observations.     I  would  remind  the  House 
that  we  have  never  taken  up  a  new  in- 
vention without  encountering  difficulties. 
I  remember  when  steam  was  first  intro- 
duced and  there  was  then  great  difficulty, 
but   we   did    not   discard  steam.     I    re- 
member also  when  rifles  were  introduced 
for  the  first  time,  but  we  did  not   throw 
them      overboard.      Neither      will      we 
throw    over     these    water-tube?     boilers. 
It  is   all  nonsense  for  hon.    Members  to 
make  theatrical  protests  in  this  House  in  !  building 
this  age  of  reform  and  progress,     li  the  :  " 
House  wants  an  illustration  of  the  advan- : 
Ug<*s  of  a  water-tube  toiler,  let  them  turn 
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to  page  15  of  the  Memorandum,  wh 
is  stated — 

"  The  advantage  of  quickly  raising  Ma 
illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  '  Niobe' 
Pal  mas,  when  the  •  Persia '  transport  fanhW 
shaft,  and  was  nearly  on  the  rocks.  T* 
4  Niobe  '  was  able  to  get  up  steam ani git1 
her  assistance  in  1J  hours  from  the  twtf 
receiving  the  news.  With  cylindrical  W» 
it  would  have  required  rive  orsix  houn.' 

The  First  Lord  has  granted  a  Commhxa 
I  regret  it,  because  it   is  a  conoesun « 
clamour  without  much  liackingbehindi 
However,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  k 
granted  it,  and  there  is  nothing  more  ft 
be   said.      Let  me  pass  away  fromtk 
subject,  and  let  me  say  how  pleased  I  a 
at  the  Supplementary  Estimate  whiehfca 
been  introduced,  and  that  the  First  Lori 
and  his  advisers  have  decided  on  th» 
new  torpedo  boat  destroyers  and  abo  a 
the  repairing    ships.      All     this  is  bob 
meritorious,  and  makes  up  for  the  short- 
comings in  the  fulfilment  of  the  Adminkj 
programme  for   the  past  year.    I  igm 
with  much  that  has  been  said  by  thenjfe 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Font 
of  Dean,  who  always    speaks  with  graft 
weight  on  this  subject,  and  no  civilian  bi 
studied  the  question  more  closely  than  he 
has.     I  agree  with  what  he    says  about 
the  shipbuilding  programme  being  throws 
into   arrears  because  firms   take  foreign 
contracts  which  pay  them  better.    This 
is  a  vital  matter.     We  have  no   right  to 
run  any  risks,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anr 
adequate  defence  has  been  made  by  the 
Admiralty  for  the  non-fulfilment  of 'their 
programme.     The    engineers'    strike  no 
doubt  explains  part  of  it,  but  that  is  not 
sufficient  justification.     I  stated  the  farts 
to  a  friend  outside  this  House  who  is  con- 
versant with  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings^ 
and   he   used  language  of  the    most  un- 
parliamentary character.       He  intimated 
plainly   that  the  statements  which  were 
made  in  this  House  were  not  in  accord- 
ance with  facts.      The  matter  is  so  vital 
to  this  Empire  that  I  would   do  anything 
in  my  power  to  prevent  foreign  contracts 
being  placed  in  this  country  as  long  as 
our  own  naval  programme  was  unfinished. 
j  If  an  Act  of  Parliament  were  introduced 
!  to  cheek  the  execution   of  foreign  con- 
,  tracts   in   this   country    when   our  own 
:  contracts  are  left  behind,  I  would  vote 
J  for  it.     We  are  behind  France  with  our 
programme,  although  we   have 
pressure 
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ate  of  a  crucial  character  made  on  the 
^Mleisle."     Of  course  no  one  is  allowed 
ear*     go  on  board,  but  anyone  can  go  into 
**ob  dockyard,  and  by  merely  looking  at 
***©  vessel  there  and  judging  for  one's- 
g^iM^  one  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  what 
zaivfeB  result  would  be   of  the  next  naval 
ai iagagement.     Nothing  in  these  Estimates 
"*<4*n  make  a  proper  provision  for  a  reserve 
wz*9&  battleships  and  armoured  cruisers.  We 
_s,HFe  very  deficient  indeed  in  cruisers.  The 
*J*te   Sir  George  Hornby  laid  down  what 
I  jrould  be  a  sufficient  number  of  cruisers, 
jjput  the  Admiralty  are  following  his  advice 
JkoNLch  too  slowly.     We  are  told  that  the 
kr ^programme  presented  to  us  is  equal  to  that 
V«f  any  tw;o  Powers.     That  is  not  a  proper 
_  .-comparison  at  all.     Bother  other  flags  ! 
^  Oar  Navy  should  be  equal  in  battleships, 
^  cruisers,  and  every  other  vessel  of  war  to 
^  our   Imperial  necessities  and  our  great 
*■  responsibilities.     A  distinguished  Admiral 
r  in  high  command,  at  a  public  banquet  the 
1  other  day,'  spoke  out  his  mind  freely  before 
[    the  country,  and  said  that  we  are  greatly 
[    deficient  in  battleships  and  cruisers.  I  am 
speaking  not  my  own  opinion,  which  may 
be  worth  nothing,  but  that  of  one  whose 
viewsare  entitled  to  weight  and  respect,and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  Admiralty 
Are  behind  the  times ;  and  woe  be  unto 
.any  nation  that  is  not  prepared  when  the 
hour  of  trial  comes  upon  it.     I  am  well 
.aware  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty is  deeply  convinced  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case,   and   I  know    that    he 
possesses  the  confidence  of  the  Service  in 
all  its  branches ;  but  that  does  not  make 
me   shut  my  eyes  blindly  to  the  facts. 
Our  programme  is  not  completed,  and  the 
money  voted  by  this  House  has  not  been 
expended.      We  are  in  arrears,  and  will 
be  in  arrears.     I  would  like  to  have  re- 
ferred to  the  turbine  ship  "  Viper,"  which 
has  developed  a  speed  of  forty-three  miles 
an  hour.  That  is  marvellous,  and  I  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  Admiralty  have 
it  in  their  mind  to  extend  that  system  of 
propulsion.    The  "  Belleislo  "  experiments 
must  have    taught    the    Admiralty    the 
enormous   importance   of    more    largely 
adopting  electric  power  in  all  our  battle- 
ships and  cruisers  for  working  the  guns 
and  other  machinery  which  now  require 
to  be  worked  by  steam  power.     In  these 
days,  with  steam  worked  at  250  lb.    to 
300  lb.  pressure,  if  a  steam   pipe  were 
-cut  by  shot  or  shell,  the  result  would  be 
very  serious  indeed.      Electric  power  is 
very  largely  adopted  in  the  American 


Navy  for  working  the  turrets  and  all  the 
other  machinery,  and  I  hope  the  Admi- 
ralty will  in  that  respect  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  United  States.  Wires  can 
be  carried  all  over  the  ship  out  of  sight, 
and  are  not  likely  to  be  injured  in  the 
hour  of  battle.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say 
that  I  do  not  share  the  views  uttered  in 
this  House  by  the  opponents  of  water- 
tube  boilers,  and  I,  for  one,  regret  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee,  although 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  will  be  the  triumphant  success  of 
these  boilers. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILSON  (Hull,  W.):  I 
think  I  ought,  having  had  more,  perhaps, 
practical  experience  of  the  working  of 
water-tube  boilers  at  sea  than  any  other 
member  of  the  House,  to  give  to  the 
House  the  results  of  that  experience, 
which  certainly  do  not  bear  out  the 
violent  charges  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Gateshead.  I  do  not  think  we  have 
gone  far  enough  back  in  this  story.  When 
this  patent  was  introduced  into  the  Navy 
a  difficulty  had  arisen  in  regard  to  the  old 
cylindrical  boilers  in  making  them  strong 
enough  and  heavy  enough  to  do  their 
work.  It  might  have  been  a  mistaken 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, but  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  cylindrical  boilers  in  the  old  ships  of 
war  would  not  have  passed  the  require- 
ments of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  mercan- 
tile steamers.  If  that  be  so,  it  may 
account  for  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
arose  from  the  use  of  the  cylindrical 
boilers.  The  Admiralty,  therefore,  may 
have  thought  that  something  might  be 
done  with  water-tube  boilers,  which  were 
then  coming  to  the  front,  and  were  being 
used  in  foreign  navies.  About  the. same 
time  this  country  became  subject  to  one 
of  these  constantly  recurring  scares  as  to 
the  sufficiency  of  our  naval  defence,  which 
every  now  and  again  make  their 
way  into  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Government  of  the  day  were  pressed  to 
build  more  ships  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  even  to-night  we  have  had  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway  complaining 
that  they  still  do  not  build  vessels  fast 
enough.  That  is  not  a  fault  confined  to 
the  Admiralty.  We  in  the  mercantile 
marine  cannot  get  our  ships  built  up  to 
time.  Our  experience  is  that  when  we 
order  ships  to  be  built  by  a  certain  time 
the  shipbuilders  take  almost  double  the 
contract  period,  or  at  least  make  a  very 
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considerable  addition  to  it ;  so  that  the 
Admiralty,  after  all,  may  not  be  so  much 
at  fault  as  some  hon.  Gentlemen  allege. 
Water-tube  boilers  forced  themselves  on 
the  attention  of  the  Admiralty  to  remedy 
several  of  the  evils  of  the  old  cylindrical 
boilers.  Then  the  Belleville  boiler,  in 
a  way,  became  the  fashion,  with  its  high- 
sounding  name  ;  and,  even  after  the  Ad- 
miralty Memorandum  has  been  pulled  to 
pieces,  it  has  been  shown  that,  at  great 
expense,  many  of  the  foreign  Admiralties 
are  using  these  Belleville  boilers.  The 
use  of  the  water-tube  boiler  at  sea  is  a 
new  thing,  but  on  land  it  was  not  new. 
Hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  had  many  years  experience  of 
water-tube  boilers,  although  I  am  not  at  ; 
the  moment  going  to  refer  to  any  special : 
water-tube  boilers.  When  the  Admiralty  ; 
once  embarked  on  the  use  of  water-tube  i 
boilers,  after  the  country  and  the 
House  drove  them  forward  to  build 
more  ships  as  quickly  as  possible,  they 
had  no  time  to  make  experiments  with 
different  classes  of  water-tube  boilers. 
Even  now,  after  so  many  years  experi- 
ence, I  personally  have  been  almost  grati- 
fied to  find,  from  the  Memorandum  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  matters  are  not  so  bad 
as  they  might  be.  That  is  faint  praise  ; 
but  what  has  struck  me  is  that  perhaps 
the  Admiralty  practice  has  been  somewhat 
lax  in  their  designing  and  supervision  of 
construction,  not  of  the  boilers  only,  but 
of  the  machinery  of  the  ships  on  which 
the  success  of  the  boilers  more  or  less 
depends.  If  the  machinery  gives  way, 
or  there  are  leakages  and  other  faults, 
these   react   on    the   boilers,  and  do  not 

five  them  the  fair  chance  they  ought  to  ; 
ave.     I   think   the   Admiralty   practice  . 
must  have    been   considerably   at   fault 
when  we  see  the  long  list  of  defects  pub- 
lished in  this  Memorandum.     Last  year  I 
was  told  by  the  captain  of  one  of  the  ships  ; 
of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  that  the 
feed-pipes  wore  so  bad  that  they  could 
not  keep  the  boilers  supplied  with  water ;  | 
and     consequently,    if     the    ship      had  . 
encountered  bad   weather,   there   would 
have   been    great  danger   of    her     loss, 
leaving  out  of  the  question  altogether  the 
fighting  capabilities  of  the  ship.     Again, 
these    defects  are  not    confined  to  the 
Admiralty  ships  alone.     The  same  faults 
are     to    be     found    in    the    mercantile 
marine,     partly     on     account     of     the 
latest  forms  of  machinery  both  in  naval 
and   mercantile   ships.      No   doubt   this 

Mr.  U.  II.  mison. 


increase  of  pressure  has  created  _ 
difficulties.  I  was  told  the  other  dql 
a  naval  captain  that  the  Frock 
authorities  avoid  to  a  great  extort  i 
of  the  faults  which  are  shown  in 
Admiralty  Memorandum  by  not ' 
their  ships  at  the  full  pressure  whkki 
boilers  are  capable  of.  If  that  be  »}L^^ 
French  ships  might  develop  the  ss^lfcteil 
faults  under  similar  conditions,  hi 
constantly  being  asked  why  do  noil 
ships  steam  at  the  highest  speeds  ;i 
complaints-  are  made  that  they  do  not  l{ 
imagine  that  the  Admiralty  authoritieiu 
too  many  instances,,  in  their  attempt!  ■  f 
attain  these  highest  speeds,  have  wahil 
the  machinery,  for  long  distances  toa>| 
a  greater  pressure  than  is  desirable  vl 
wise  on  their  part.  Take  the  expaicssH 
of  my  own  firm.  To  some  extent  hi 
found  the  same  faults  with  the  old  cjfc 
drical  boilers  which  the  Admiralty  (hi; 
and  wo  have  in  the  same  way  asked  o* 
selves  how  these  things  could  he  remeffisi. 
Water-tube  boilers  were  brought  before » 
eight  years  ago,  and  one  was  pat  in  1st 
ship  called  "Nero,"  which  has  been  cn- 
tinuously  at  work  ever  since.  Howmu? 
thousands  of  joints  it  has  I  do  not  know, 
but  practically  they  have  given  us  m 
trouble.  I  will  give  our  experience  witk 
water-tube  boilers,  in  the  hope  that  it  my 
be  of  some  interest  to  the  House,  to  As 
Admiralty,  and  likewise,  possibly,  to  tits 
country,  because  a  scare  has  arisen  tfcst 
these  water-tube  boilers  are  inefficient, 
and  that  we  are  likely  to  have  the  terrible 
catastrophes  predicted  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Gateshead.  In  1893  wt 
got  to  work  with  the  "Nero,"  and  sines 
then  she  has  made  seventy-nine  royige^ 
and  run  165,965  knots.  In  1895  vt 
built  the  steamer  called  the  "  Henx" 

Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R,  Holderness) :  Were  these  fitted  witk 
the  Belleville  boilers  ? 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILSON:  No;  they  were 
fitted  with  Babcock's  English  water-tube 
boilers.  The  "  Hero  "  made  257  voyages 
out  and  home,  that  is  from  Hull  to 
continental  ports  and  back  again,  and 
ran  131,045  knots.  In  1896  we  took 
the  old  cylindrical  boilers  out  of  another 
of  our  steamers  in  the  same  way  as  we 
had  done  with  the  "  Nero,"  and  put  in 
water-tube  boilers  in  her;  and  she  has 
made  104  voyages,  and  run  106,293  knots. 
In  1897  we    did    the   same   thing  with 
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"*  Orlando,"    which  has   made  sixty- 
voyages,   and   run    84,306   knots. 
39- S  t  he  old  cylindrical  boilers  were 
^i  out  of  the  "  Rollo,"  and  water-tube 
^rs   substituted,  and    she    has   made 
^Miine  voyages,  and  run  53,975  knots. 
I  898    the  "  Otto "  was  built  for  the 
fc  weekly  continental  trade,  and  was 
^\  with  water-tube  boilers.     She  has 
■«    ninety-nine     voyages,     and     run 
3H      knots.     In    the     same      year 
1,1  Duello,"      a     *iew     vessel,      was 
with     water-tube    boilers.      She 
made   ninety-four  voyages,  and  run 
J91    knots.      In  1899  the  cylindrical 
era  wore  taken  out  of  the  "Tasso," 
water-tube  boilers  put  in,     She  has 
e    twenty-seven  voyages,    and    run 
04 6    knots.       This     steamer     makes 
uent  voyages  from  Hull  to  the  West 
.st    of  Norway,   and  carries   a  great 
ttiv  of  our  friends  backward  and  for- 
^rd  with  perfect  safety.      Summing  up 
*^   results  of  all   these  steamers,  I  find 
4kt  they  have  made  800  voyages   and 
an    700,000  knots,  and   practically    we 
J^ve  not  experienced  all  the  dangers  and 
1-iffi  c  ul  t i  e  s  that  have  been  predicted.     I  do 
*^ot    say  that  the  water-tube  boilers  are 
1><  T  f  eet,     As  we  go  on  we  get  more  know- 
ledge,  the   same  as   the   Admiralty   are 
getting  ;  and  we  are  now  getting  as  near 
J>erfeet  ua  possible.     We  have   steamers 
iftinniiig  to  America  once  a  week,  and  we 
»re  taking  the  cylindrical  boilers  out  of 
them  and  putting  in  water-tube  boilers. 
In  a  few  weeks  they  would  be  running  a 
voyage  of  7,000  miles,  and  that  will  give 
a   very  good  test.     Taking  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  in  1895  we  had  Belleville 
boilers  put  into   the   "Ohio,"  but  they 
were  not  satisfactory,  and  we  took  them 
out     after    runs    of    111,000    knots   to 
America  and  back.     These  were  the  first 
Belleville  boilers  constructed  by  Moles- 
worth  so  far  as  the  mercantile  marine  is 
concerned ;  and  possibly  they  were  not  a 
fair,  test  of  the  system.     No  doubt  the 
experience  of   the    Admiralty  has  been 
some  what  unsatisfactory ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  think  the  Admiralty  deserves  the 
greatest  credit  for  taking  up  this  great 
question,   and    not    allowing    it    to   be- 
come   a    matter  of    party   politics — one 
Government  blaming  another  for  doing 
this      or      not       doing       the       other 
thing.      I  hope  the  appointment  of  this 
Committee,  which  I  am  glad  the  Admi- 
ralty  has  promised,  will   lead  to  satis- 
factory results.     Personally   I  feel  con- 


vinced that  the  Admiralty  will  never  go 
back  again  to  the  use  of  cylindrical 
boilers.  I  have  heard  it  stated  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gateshead,  that  there  is  no 
saving  in  the  weight  by  the  use  of  water- 
tube  boilers.  That  is  a  great  mistake. 
There  is  an  enormous  saving  in  weight. 
The  hon.  Member  is  correct  when  he  says 
that  the  weight  of  the  water-tube  boiler 
itself  is  not  less  than  that  of  the  cylindri- 
cal. But  he  omits  altogether  the  enor- 
mous weight  of  the  water  in  the 
cylindrical  boilers  as  compared  with  that 
in  the  water-tube  boilers ;  and  it  is  self- 
evident  that  that  is  a  very  great  advan- 
tage, more  especially  in  the  Navy.  But 
even  in  the  case  of  the  mercantile  marine, 
as  a  practical  ship-owner,  I  think  it  is  a 
great  advantage.  Take  one  of  our 
smaller  ships  :  there  is  a  saving  of  twenty 
tons  of  water.  And  if  that  ship  makes 
fifty  trips  from  Hull  to  the  Continent  and 
back,  that  is  100  in  all.  They  could,  by 
the  use  of  water-tube  boilers,  carry  5,000 
tons  more  cargo.  This  advantageous 
saving  of  weight  the  Admiralty  could  put 
into  guns  or  engines.  Personally,  I  think 
they  ought  to  put  it  into  guns,  because  I 
have  been  told  that  French  men-of-war 
better  armed  than  our  English 
I  understand  that  the  Ad- 
miralty utilise  the  saving  in  weight 
by  taking  in  more  coal,  instead  of  in- 
creasing the  defensive  and  offensive 
power  of  the  ships.  But  in  the  Boer 
war  we  have  found  that  the  range  of  guns 
is  all-important ;  and  I  hope  that  those 
Gentlemen  who  are  responsible  for  the 
Navy  will  take  a  lesson  from  that,  and 
increase  the  armament  rather  than  the 
coals.  It  would  be  much  better  if  they 
carried  their  coal  with  them  in  colliers, 
and  so  made  our  ships  more  efficient 
than  those  of  any  other  country.  What 
I  have  said  I  hope  will  bo  taken  for 
what  it  is  worth.  It  is  my  opinion 
against  that  of  hon.  Members  who  have 
always  taken  an  opposite  view.  I  repeat 
that  our  first  steamer  fitted  with  water- 
tube  boilers  eight  years  ago  is  yet  at 
work,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  it.  I  presume,  therefore,  I  can 
speak  with  a  certain  amount  of  authority 
on  this  subject.  If  my  experience  tends 
in  any  way  to  allay  the  scare  which  has 
been  excited  in  this  country  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  I  feel  that  I  shall  have 
done  what  little  I  could  to  assist  the 
Admiralty   in  what,  no  doubt,  is  a  very 
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difficult  position,  but  which  it  is  the  duty  I 
of  the  House  to  make  as  easy  as  possible  ! 
for  them. 

Siu  EDAVARD  GOURLFAr  (Sunder- ' 
land)  said  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  ' 
Hull,  in  alluding  to  water-tube  boilers 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner, 
Cork  Co.,  Mid).  House  counted,  and  forty  j 
Members  being  found  present,  j 

Sir     EDWARD     GOURLEY    (con-! 

tinuing)  said  the  Memorandum  which  had  ! 

just  been  issued  by  the  Admiralty  to  hon.  ' 

Members  dealt   entirely  with  boilers   of 

the  Belleville  typo.     There  was  no  charge  ■ 

against  the  manufacturers  of  such  boilers  ! 

as   were   made   by  Messrs.  Babcock  and  j 

Wilcox.     In  regard  to  vessels  fitted  with  j 

water-tube  boilers  the  main  charge  was  j 

that  the  amount  of  speed  for  which  they  I 

were  originally  designed  had  never  been  ! 

attained  in  a  single  vessel,  and  the  Memo-  j 

randum,  to  his  mind,  with  regard  to  the  j 

performances  of   this  type  of   boiler  was  i 

neither  more   nor   less   than  a  piece  of  : 

special  pleading.     The  Memorandum  com-  j 

menced  by  admitting  an  enormous  num-  ! 

ber  of  defects  in  connection  with  this  type  j 

of  boiler,  and  the  reason  assigned  in  the  ; 

Memorandum  for  the  defects  not  having  : 

been  remedied  and  overcome  in  the  long  \ 

series — he   might  say    years — of   expert- ' 

ments     was    want    of     knowledge     and  : 

ability  on  the  part  of  the  engineers  and  j 

artificers     who    man    the     engine-room.  \ 

That   was,   to   his   mind,  an  unnecessary  ; 

reflection  upon  the  engineers  employed  by  ; 

the  Admiralty,  and  so  far  from  this  type  ! 

of  boiler  being  complex  and  difficult  to  | 

superintend,    he   believed   that    nothing  j 

was  so  easily  managed.      He  had  himself  ' 

gone  into  the  boiler-rooms  of  the  "Power-  i 

ful,"   and  an   explanation   was  given   to  : 

him  by  the  engineers.      He  saw  nothing  i 

whatever  difficult  in  connection  with  the  j 

manning  and  working  of  these  boilers,  the  : 

defect  being  not  in  the  management  but ' 

in   connection    with  the   type   of   boiler 

itself.      Owing  to  the   many   defects   in  \ 

these  boilers  which  had  been  developed 

in  the  course  of  time  a  much  larger  staff 

was  required  for  superintending  and  doing 

the  work  of  the  vessels  generally,   and 

thus   the    vessels    must    be   much  more 

expensive  to  work  than  vessels  fitted  with 

the    cylindrical   type    of    boiler.      With 

regard  to  the   experiments   on  the   two 

Mr,  C.  H.  Wilson. 


ships  referred  to  in  the  M< 
the  "Highflyer "and  the  M Maori 
he  found  that  there  had  been  no 
than  fourteen  defects  in  the 
which  had  the  Belleville  type  of  tii 
whereas  in  the  "  Minerva,  Thick) 
cylindrical  boilers,  there  were  onlj  i 
defects.  He  believed  that  during  h 
trials  of  sixty  hours  at  a  tnne,i 
"  Minerva  "  had  to  be  detained  ni 
while  the  defects  of  the  HB( 
flyer "  were  being  repaired.  In  a 
nection  with  the  Report  just  im 
there  was  one  serious  omission  on  1 
part  of  the  Admiralty,  no  allusion  In 
made  to  the  great  heat  connected  vitk 
working  of  this  type  of  boiler.  Fran 
reports  which  had  been  received  froa 
engineers  and  others  it  appeared  tint 
men  in  the  stokehold  were  sometime 
tirely  incapacitated  for  work.  In 
climates,  such  as  the  Red  Sea  and  c 
places,  where  the  heat  was  great,  extra! 
had  to  be  employed — Zanzibar  men- 
were  accustomed  to  work  in  great 
He  could  prove  what  he  had  said 
regard  to  the  great  heat  in  the 
these  boilers  by  calling  attention  to 
was  proposed  to  be  done.  It  wa 
posed  to  introduce  an  eight-inch  lii 
silicate  of  cotton  in  order  to  cot 
make  the  cabins  habitable.  In  reg 
the  new  yacht,  he  held  that  the 
Constructor  of  the  Navy,  instead 
signing  the  vessel  in  the  office 
Admiralty,  ought,  as  any  shipbuildei 
have  done  in  building  a  yacht 
own  use,  to  have  called  in  the  ass 
of  a  naval  architect  accustomed 
designing  and  building  of  yachl 
was  perfectly  evident  from  th 
struction  of  the  "  Victoria  and  1 
that  the  ability  to  build  yachts  < 
exist  at  the  Admiralty.  We  had  : 
been  told  what  the  extra  cost  wai 
of  pulling  that  vessel  to  pieces. 

The    CHAIRMAN:     That    q 

does  not  arise  on  this  Vote.     Thi 

that  we  are  now  discussing  refers  1 

is  built  under  contract  for  Her  M; 

;  Government. 

;      Sir   EDWARD   GOURLEY  a 

'.  reason  assigned  for  the  adoption 

type  of  boiler  was  that  it  was  less 

than  the  cylindrical  boiler.      Th* 

perfectly  true.      He  believed    th 

:  difference    in  weight  in  favour 

1  Belleville  boilers  was  100  tons  in 
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Highflyer  "  as  compared  with  the 
ra."  But  what  about  the  fuel  1 
point  there  was  no  information 
Memorandum  which  had  been 
)efore  them;  but  on  page  26  of 
port  they  had  the  performances 

vessels  with  the  Belleville  type 
ir  and  four  ships  with  cylindrical 
One  of  the  vessels  with 
jlleville  type  of  boiler  made 
uous  run  from  the  Nore  to  Gib- 
,  distance  of  1,330  miles.  During 
she  consumed  950  tons  of  coal, 
a  cylindrical  boiler  ship,  in  a  run 
i  miles,  consumed  only  569  tons  of 
lupposing  both  of  these  vessels 
e  a  distance  of  3,000  miles,  the 
ould  have  been,  in  regard  to  the 
n,"  a  consumption  of  something 
30  tons,  while  the  consumption  in 
of  tho  "  Royal  Arthur  "  would  not 
tounted  to  more  than  1,500  tons — 
nee  of  about  600  tons  in  favour  of 
»el  fitted  with  cylindrical  boilers. 
1  be  admitted  that  coal  meant  dis- 
nt,  and  that  a  vessel  which  re- 
5,0*00  tons  compared  badly  with 
vessel  which  required  1,500  tons 
a-ence  of  500  tons.  On  a  voyage 
be  Atlantic  the  difference  would 
tons.  That  Was  a  most  serious 
n  connection  with  the  Belleville 
I  boiler.  In  regard  to  this 
af  boiler  the  First  Lord 
Admiralty  said  that  the 
ances  of  their  vessels  were  not  to 
ared  with  those  of  the  mercantile 

Were  our  cruisers  to  be  treated 
i;h  they  were  toys  ?  These  vessels, 
•mpleted  and  ready  for  sea,  ought 
nt  on  a  continuous  voyage  of  five, 
seven  days,  in  the  same  way  as 
vned  by  large  companies.  We 
a  different  method  in  regard  to 
illed  trial  system  ;  but  we  would 
•rive  at  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
:  our  men-of-war  until  we  adopted 
method.  He  came  now  to  another 
id  that  was  the  policy  with  regard 
brength  of  the  Navy.  The  policy 
n  by  both  parties  in  the  State  was 
i  Navy  of  this  country,  both  with 
to  ships  and  guns,  should  be  equal 
of  two  other  maritime  Powers — 
.ndRussia.  That  was  the  policy  laid 
V  the  late  and  the  previous  Govern- 
Whether  it  was  the  policy  of 
lent  Government  it  was  impossible 

In  1889  this  country  had  36 
ips  afloat  and   15   building;    12 


coast  defence  ships ;  12  armoured  cruisers  ; 
and  86  protected  cruisers ;  whilst  France 
and  Russia  in  the  same  year  had  only  25 
battleships  afloat,  and  12  building.  At 
the  end  of  1899 — ten  years  later — this 
country  had  only  34  battleships  afloat, 
and  17  building — a  total  of  51  ;  whilst 
France  and  Russia  had  34  battleships 
afloat,  and  16  building — a  total  of  50,  or 
only  one  less  than  this  country  possessed. 
If  our  policy  was  to  have  two  to  one,  it 
thus  appeared  that  both  with  respect  to 
battleships  and  cruisers  we  were  consider- 
ably short  of  the  number  required.  He 
believed  that  the  men-of-war  of  other 
countries  were  fitted  with  electrical 
hoists  for  facilitating  the  rapid, handling 
of  munitions  in  time  of  war,  and  he  could 
not  see  why  similar  facilities  should  not 
be  provided  on  our  ships.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  would  be  appointed 
quickly,  and  that  the  Admiralty  would 
ascertain  as  early  as  possible  all  the  facts 
in  connection  with  the  different  types  of 
boiler. 

*Sir  J.  COLOMB :  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  First  Lord  cf  the  Admiralty  has 
announced  his  intention  of  having  a  Com- 
mittee, I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House  with  any  expression  of  my 
own  opinion,  except  to  say  that  I  think 
it  was  absolutely  inevitable  that  the 
water-tube  principle  should  be  adopted. 
The  question  of  the  suitability  of  the 
Belleville  boiler,  or  any  other  type,  is 
an  open  question,  but  I  would  like  to  have 
some  definite  information  from  the  First 
Lord  in  regard  to  the  producing  power 
of  this  country.  I  think  it  is  an  extremely 
serious  thing  when  we  have  adopted  the 
principle  of  two  to  one.  It  is  not  a 
scientific  standard.  What  is  there  to 
begin  with  ?  The  Navy  consists  of  several 
classes  of  vessels.  You  cannot  lump  the 
whole  question,  and  say  that  if  Russia  and 
France — the  two  greatest  maritime  Powers 
next  to  us — have  so  many  battleships  and 
cruisers,  therefore  we  can  adjust  scientifi- 
cally the  arrangements  of  our  Fleet.  But 
even  taking  this  standard  of  two  to  one, 
to  be  told  that  we  cannot  complete  our 
ships  to  attain  our  standard  is  a  most 
serious  position,  because  these  ships 
were  projected  to  keep  up  our  strength 
to  that  standard.  What  is  the  use  of 
having  a  standard  if  our  arrangements  for 
producing  ships  and  engines  are  insuffi- 
cient to  keep  up  that  standard  itself  ? 
When  the  Navy  Estimates  were  ioTOft&tVj 


303  Supply—  {COMMONS} 

before     us     I      asked     a     question     to 
which     I     did     not    get     an     answer ;  j 
but  perhaps   the    right   hon.  Gentleman  ] 
will  answer  now.     I  wish  to  know  what ! 
steps  are  being  taken  as  regards  the  de- ; 
veiopment  of  our  producing  power.     I  am  ! 
not  at  all  sure  that  our  naval  intelligence  ■ 
staft*  are  observing  as  completely  and  effi-  : 
ciently  as   they  ought  to  do  what  other 
Powers  are  doing.     If  other   Powers  are  . 
increasing   their  plant  and  arrangements 
for  greater  producing  power,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  what  we  are  doing  in 
that  direction.    To  my  mind  that  is  really 
the  root  of  the  whole  question.     I  do  not 
remember  myself — I  may  be  wrong— -in 
the  whole  history  of  this  country  of  its  I 
ever  having    been   announced   before   in  . 
this    House,    that     although    ships    are  j 
projected   and   necessary,    we    were   not 
able  to  complete  them.     I  am  sure  the 
Admiralty  has  done  its  best  to  push  on 
these  matters,  but  you   cannot   increase 
your     producing     power     in     a     hurry. 
It   is    a   matter   of   settled   policy   that 
requires   a  long  time  to  develop,  and  if 
they  have  done  all  that  they  can  it  is  not 
to  be  laid  to  the  door  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  this  particular  time  that  the  posi- 
tion is  not  more  satisfactory.     It  shows 
that  there  has  been  a  continuous  defect 
in  carrying  out  the  policy,  and  in  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  develop- 
ing the  producing  power.     I  will  not  go 
into  the  question  of  personnel  now  as  I 
have  a  motion  down  to  reduce  the  salary 
of   the  First  Lord,  and  I  will  defer  my 
remarks  on  that   matter  until  the   time 
comes  to   move.     I  have   also  a  motion 
down  to  reduce  the  Vote  in  respect  of 
£62,000  for  subventions  of  the  merchant 
service.     I  shall  not  move  that,  because 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  great  transport 
operations,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  oppor- 
tune to  go  into  a  question  of  policy  which 
is  now  under  test  in  a  practical  way,  and 
as  far  as  I  know  the  present  experience  is 
justifying  my  persistent  opposition  to  this 
subvention  principle  on  its  present  lines. 

Mr.  HA1UVOOD  (Bolton) :  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
another  matter,  and  that  is  the  attitude 
of  the  Admiralty  towards  the  question  of 
submarine  or  submersible  l>oats.  I  can 
only  ground  my  complaints  upon  answers 
which  have  been  given  across  the  floor  of 
the  House,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  it 
may  be  a  matter  of  necessity  that  those 
answers  should    not    be    more   explicit. 

Sir  J.  Colomfo. 
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The  first  answer  is  that  of  theFul 
of  the  Admiralty  to  the  hon. 
West  Newington — 

"  The  submarine  boat,  even  if  tat 
difficulties  attending  its  use  can  U< 
seems  so  far  as  the  immediate  fitn 
cerned,  to  be  essentially  a  weapon  for 
Powers  on  the  defensive,  and  itk~  ' 
those  nations  which  anticipate  1 
position  should  endeavour  to  develop!1 

The  second  answer  is  one  in  reply 
question  I  put  asking  whether 
miralty  were  conducting  any  exj 
in    regard    to    these    submarine 
the  reply  was  that  they  were  not 
so,  but  were  watching  the 
other  nations.     As  far  as  we  en 
the  attitude  of  the  Admiralty  ii 
are  not  doing  anything  themselveikl 
way  of  experiments,  but  they  are 
ing  the  experiments  of  others.    I 
frankly  to  say  that   the  point  of 
from  which  I  approach  this  matter  ii 
of  the  business  man.      I  think  ths^ 
haps,  Admiralty  and   naval 
left  rather  too  much  to  the 
experts  and   Members  for  naval 
tuencies.     Who,  after  all,  are  the  nflki 
terosted  in  the  Navy  t    The  people 
pay  most  for  it,  and  they  are  the 
tivo    classes    of  the    community. 
if  I  may  number  myself    among 
are  the  most  interested,  because  we 
tribute     so     largely    towards    it, 
depend   so  much  upon  it.    Who 
suffer  most  if  we  lost  the  supremacy 
the  sea  1    In  a  material  sense  the  _ 
tive  classes  of  the  community.   Thenfai 
it  is  the  manufacturing;  classes  who  am 
most  interested  in  the  Navy  being  kepte) 
to  the  highest  possible  point  of  effirientff. 
I  want  to  look  at  the  matter  from  til 
point    of    view    of    the    plain   busmei 
man,    and    I    say   from    that    point  oi 
view  the  attitude  of  the  Admiralty  ii 
indefensible.      I   do   not   at   all  asanas 
that  there  is  anything  in  the  scheme.  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  grant,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  ultimately   it  may  be 
found  that  there  is  nothing  in  it.    Bat 
that  is  not  a  sufficient  reply.     If  you  are 
conducting  a  great  business — and  there  is 
no  greater  business  than  that  of  the  Naty 
— you  must  not  only  l>e  the  first  in  pro- 
duction, you  must  also  be  the  first  in  ex- 
perimenting.    In  my  own  small  wayf  if 
!  people  about  me  are  not  experimenting 
when  other  people  are  experimenting,  I 
blame   them   very  considerably ;    I    say 
they  arc  neglecting  their  duty.    You  do 
not  know  what  may  come  of  experiments. 
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possible  that  the  circumstances 
may  not  be  hopeful  or  clear ; 
s     also     more     than    possible 
conducting   these   experiments 
nd  out  something  which  will  be 
>us   use.     Therefore,   my   com- 
lot  to  be  answered  by  saying 
things  will  not  succeed.     My 
i :  Are  you  taking  up  the  posi- 
ught  to  take  up  as  the  head  of 
siness  ?     Are  you  showing  that 
and  zeal  and  forwardness  that 
ded  by  your  position  ?     Is  there 
in    this    matter?      Take    the 
the  First  Lord  himself.     He 
3at  might  be  useful  to  nations 
jfensive.      But    that    plan    of 
tions  into  two  categories — those 
lefensive,    and    those    on    the 
-is    illogical.      Take    a    nation 
ry  like  ours,  spread  all  over  the 
any  war  breaks  out,  we  shall 
places  on  the  offensive,  but  in 
s  also  we  shall  be  on  the  de- 
The  matter  will  not  be  settled 
great   naval   Armageddon    in 
great  navies  of  the  world  will 
*>  the  open  sea  and  fight  each 
only  one  is  left.     As  we  have 
le  present  land   war  in  South 
some  places  we  are  superior, 
e  places  we  are  inferior ;  there- 
r  that  because  on  the  whole  we 
»r,  and  that  other  nations  will 
on  the  defensive  with  regard 
ss  not  prove   that  we  should 
every   possible   precaution   to 
r  appliance  that  is  useful  for 
i  well  as   for  offence.     I  was, 
astonished    at    the    apparent 
t     underlying      that     answer, 
say  that  we  are  the  nation  on 
re,  and   that  other  nations  are 
msive,  is  a  very  partial  and,  if 
so,  untrue  view  of  the  matter. 
\  in  the  idea  anything  that  is 
defence,   there    must    be   an 
usefulness  of  which  we  ought 
ivantage.     The  First  Lord  of 
dty  in  the  same  answer  said — 
stion  of  the  best  way  " 

is   an    acknowledgment  that 
nething  in  these  boats — 

its  attack  is  receiving  much  con- 
nd  it  is  in  this  direction  that  prac- 
ions  will  be  valuable." 

3  is  something  in  the  attack ; 
ihere  would  be  no  need  of  any- 
set  that  attack.     You  fear  it ; 


you  are  giving  your  mind  to  considering 
how  that  attack  should  be  met.     Why 
are  you  not  giving  your  mind  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  means  of  attack,  as  well 
as  to  the  means  of  defence  against  that 
attack  ?     1  here  is  another  point  to  which 
I    should     like     to    call     the    attention 
of      the      Committee,      and      that      is 
as     to     the      course     taken     by     other 
countries  in  reference  to  this  matter.     Is 
there  anything  in  it  at  all  1     Is  it  a  mere 
idle  dream,  or  does  there  lie   in  it  the 
germ  of  something  useful  ?    I  think  there 
does.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
in  most  eloquent  terms  to  the  lofty  Eng- 
lish scorn  that  some  people  show  in  regard 
to  looking  to  foreign  nations  for  examples. 
But  anybody  who  has  in  the  least  degree 
studied    the    history    of    naval   mattera 
knows  that  France  has  been  ahead  of  us  in 
a  great  many  things.     I  would   remind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  in  regard 
not  only  to  breech-loading  guns,  but  to 
armour  plate,  the  application  of  steam  to 
ships  of  war,  and  to  rams — in  all  these 
things   the    French  were   ahead   of    us. 
Therefore,  whenever  the  French  do  any- 
thing it  behoves  us  to  look  at  it  seriously, 
because  they  have  been  pioneers  in  these 
matters,    and    anyone    who    reads    the 
debates  in  the  French  House  of  Commons 
on  naval  questions  knows  in  what  detail 
and  with  what  keenness  these  matters  are 
discussed,  not  merely  from  the  point  of 
view  of  getting  higher  wages  for  some 
particular  class   of  men,  but  from  the 
point   of  view  of  general  national    and 
naval  policy.     I  therefore  contend  that 
the  example  of  France  in  this  matter  is 
deserving  of  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Admiralty  and  of  the  country.  The  French 
are   not    only   not  doubtful   about    the 
matter,  but  they  are  absolutely  certain 
that  there  is  something  in  this  idea  which 
is  or  may  be  made  very  valuable.     They 
built  in  1888  the  "Gymmote,"  the  "Gus- 
tave  Zede*  "  in  1893,  the  "  Morse  "  in  L899, 
and  the  "  Narval "  in  1899.  The  "Narval " 
is  under  trial  and  is  a  success,  realising 
up  to  a  certain  point  the  autonomous  and 
offensive  submarine.     On  the  stocks  are 
six  submarines,  all,  it  would  seem,  of  the 
"  Morse  "  type,  and  these  are  the  "  Fran- 
cais  " — they  are  even  named  ;  this  is  no 
mere    chimera,    they   have    names — the 
"  Francais,"  the  "  Algerien,"  the  "  Korri- 
gan,"  the     "Farfadet,"    the   "  Gnome," 
and  the  "  Lutin."    Two  improved  "  Nar- 
vals  "  are  being  built.     I  find  also  in  the 
plan  of  the  manoeuvres,  vrhidi  ax^  afctaaaftr 
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ing  so  much  attention  now,  that  the  sub- 
marines "  Narval "  and  "  Morse  "  will  go 
through  exercises,  diving  and  reappear- 
ing on  the  surface,  during  the  review. 
All  this  shows  that  in  France  this  matter 
has  got  beyond  the  stage  of  a  mere  dream, 
and  therefore  I  say  that  in  England  it 
has  certainly  reached  a  stage  deserving 
experiment.  There  may  be  a  certain 
amount  of  national  excitability  to  which 
we  are  rather  fond  of  thinking  ourselves 
superior,  but  the  French  people  have  sub- 
scribed 300,000fr.  to  present  one  of  these 
boats  to  the  nation,  and  the  French  seven 
years  programme  includes  the  building  of 
thirty-eight  submarine  boats.  M.  Lock- 
roy,  the  Minister  of  Marine,  has  described 
most  carefully  the  action  of  one  of  these 
submarine  boats  which  sailed  from  Turin 
to  Marseilles,  and  which  in  eight  minutes 
practically  sunk  the  "Magenta"  ship. 
The  Committee  must  remember  that  when 
you  sink  a  battleship  you  sink  forty  to 
one  in  ihe  way  of  value  alone,  because 
a  battleship  costs  forty  times  as  much  as 
one  of  these  boats.  In  the  last  parlia- 
mentary debate  on  the  French  Naval 
Estimates  the  Reporter  of  Navy  Estimates 
said  : — 

"  The  submarine  vessels  are  now  proved  to 
be  so  valuable  that  a  large  numl>er  should  be 
at  once  provided." 

But  we  are  not  confined  to  France.  It  is 
only  to-day  that  we  have  heard  that  France 
and  the  United  States  were  the  two  coun- 
tries whose  example  was  most  to  be  looked 
to.  What  do  the  United  States  say  ?  They 
too  have  taken  up  this  matter.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  am  old  enough  to  remember 
how  much  depends  upon  being  ahead  in 
these  matters.  Some  Members  will 
remember  when  the  the  "  Merrimac " 
came  out ;  it  was  a  new  development — a 
development  we  should  have  laughed  at  in 
this  House  and  which  the  Admiralty  would 
have  thought  not  worth  experimenting 
about.  But  it  was  an  experiment  which 
would  have  sunk  the  whole  fleet  of  the 
Northern  States  if  they  hadnot  hadanother 
experiment — the  "Monitor.'  That  de- 
parture has  revolutionised  naval  warfare, 
and  therefore  there  is  something  in  these 
matters.  There  have  appeared  in  our 
papers  pictures  of  the  Holland  boat. 
It  is  not  an  experiment  even  in  its  early 
stages;  it  is  worked  out  to  the  most 
minute  nicety.  You  have  an  arrangement 
of  electric  motor  power  for  travelling  under 
the  water;  of  gas  power  for  searching;  you 
get    a  speed   of   eight  knots  under   the 

Mr.  liar  wood. 


water,  and  of  fifteen  knots  <ntki 
I  saw  it  stated  that  the  United  Si 
to  add  fifty  of  these  vessels  to  tki 
The  Naval  Department  of  Jb 
been  considering  this  matterToy 
and  Admiral  Dewey,  who  wi 
thought  a  mean  authority,  wu  ai 
on  the  question.  He  appeared  Mi] 
House  of  Representatives  Cops* 
Naval  Affairs  when  the  subject  m 
cussed.  He  told  the  Committal 
witnessed  the  test  of  the  Hollai 
and  greatly  admired  its  perform* 
was  convinced  that  if  the  Spanid 
had  two  Holland  boats  in  Mimhl 
could  never  have  remained  thai 
two  nations  that  have  been  held  ^ 
this  afternoon  by  the  First  Lord 
Admiralty  as  the  countries  wfci 
eminently  claim  our  attentk 
the  two  nations  who  are  not 
experimenting  in  this  matter  1 
actually  building  these  bos 
should  not  dwell  so  much  u{ 
matter,  but  it  is  not  an  occasioi 
on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty; 
instance  of  a  chronic  disease, 
things  we  have  always  been  bd 
we  are  going  to  be  behind  agaii 
not  say  that  nothing  is  certain 
out  of  the  experiments,  but  whai 
is  that  the  present  course  of  tl 
ralty  does  not  indicate  that 
realising  their  duties  as  mana 
great  business  upon  which  de 
welfare  and  safety  of  a  great  ni 
me  it  is  astounding  that  we 
behind  anyone  in  experimen 
anything  in  any  direction  that 
any  light  whatever  upon  anj 
i  ment  in  this  great  business  u 
j  so  much  depends.  I  do  not 
the  least  to  be  an  expert,  bu 
!  that  the  Admiralty  are  taking  i 
I  position  in  this  matter.  In  co 
I  would  ask  the  Committee  to  a 
j  moral  effect  of  always  being  in 
I  a  business  man  I  have  learnt  th 
|  merely  the  actual  results  of  y 
.  ments  that  are  of  value,  but 
|  people  know  that  no  one  is  ev< 
i  you,  that  you  are  always  in  t 
:  trying  things,  and  this  gives 
!  feeling  of  hopefulness  and  t 
i  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  < 
;  There  is  also  the  moral  effec 
!  vessels  themselves.  I  canno 
|  anything  more  weird,  un< 
j  more  likely  to  strike  fear  into 
i  of  your  enemies  than   the  glic 
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1  under  water,  which  may  at  any 
lend  them  to  the  bottom.  There 
ncertainty,  the  invisibility,  and 
Jiess  of  the  thing,  which  have  a 
oral  effect  upon  your  opponents, 
probably  far  exceeding  the  effect 
ng  actually  done  by  the  boat.  I 
h  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
n  such  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and 
3,  that  in  this  matter,  as  in  other 

he  will  see  that  the  British 
y  and  Navy  are  really  in  front 

nations  of  the  world. 

in   PHILLPOTTS  (Devonshire, 
»:  Like  many  other  hon.  Members 
ouse  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able 
n  authoritative  opinion  upon  the 
.estion  of  water-tube  boilers ;  that 
jstion  to  be  threshed  out  by   a 
je  of  experts.     But  there  is  one 
in    connection  with    water-tube 
pon  which  I  do  venture  to  offer 
>n,  and  that  is  the  complement  of 
,  and  especially  in  regard  to  these 
We    have    only   to  read    the 
idum  which  has  been  supplied  to 
that  many  of  the  accidents  which 
jurred  have  been  due  to  want   of 
*  and  to  the  lack  of  proper  inspec- 
manipulation  of  these  complicated 
Wnen   I  tell  the   Committee 
b    complement    of   artificers    on 
of  the  "  Highflyer  "  class  is  only 
vill  be  enough  to  show  that  that 
tent  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  out 
>rtant  duties  demanded  from  the 
x>m   staff.      One   hon.    Member 
told  us  that  there  were  48,000 
i  connection  with   these    boilers 
machinery,  with  a  steam  pressure 
sen   250   and  300  pounds  to  the 
inch.      That   means    that   every 
•tificer  has  over  5,300  joints  with 
)  occupy  his  spare  time.     I  say 
y  his  "  spare  time,"  because  he  has 
;h  to  keep,  and  in  addition  to  his 
n  the  engine-room,  the  artificers 
rineers    have    to    look  after    the 
y    engines,     the     electric     light 
and  the  thousand  and  one   corn- 
machines   that    exist   on   board 
ijesty's  ships.     I  therefore  assert, 
hesitation,   that  there  is  not  a 
ngineer  or  executive  officer  in  the 
fho  will  say  that  the  engine-room 
aent   is  anything  like   sufficient, 
hope  my   right   hon.  friend    will 
^mediate    steps   to    remedy   that 
things.     I  am  quite  aware  of  the 


difficulty  of  engaging  skilled  artificers  ; 
but,  after  all,    the  question  of  engaging 
men  of  that  class  is  more  or  less  a  matter 
of  money;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  this 
Committee,  if  called  upon,  will  ungrudg- 
ingly vote  the  necessary  funds  to  provide 
additional  or  increased  pay  if  such  be  de- 
manded in  order  to  get  the  proper  number 
of  men   to   attend   to   the   work   of  the 
engines  and  boilers  of  these  vessels.     I 
am   not  referring  to    ships  fitted   with 
cylindrical    boilers.      Their   complement 
is    about    the    same,    but    the  work  is. 
not  nearly  so  hard,  and  the   men   have 
a     much     better    chance     of    properly 
carrying     out      their     duties.        There 
are  undoubtedly  many  great  advantages, 
in   connection    with   water-tube   boilers, 
most  of  which  are  pointed  out   in  the* 
Memorandum  ;  but  there  is  one  advantage 
which  may  fairly  be  claimed  for  them 
which  is  not  alluded  to — namely,  the  fact 
of  the  machinery  being  below  the  water- 
line.     Recently  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing    the   drawings   of    two   ships    of 
exactly  the  same  class — the  "  Talbot  "  and 
the  "Highflyer"  class.      The  "Talbot" 
was  a  very  successful  ship,  getting    ui> 
her    speed    and    doing  her    work    most 
efficiently,  but  her  cylinders  are  4  feet 
above  the  water-line,  and  have  to  be  pro- 
tected by  a  steel  dome ;  whereas  in  the 
ship  of  the  same  size  of  the  "  Highflyer  '* 
class  they  are  all  under  one  steel  deck„ 
which  does  not  come  above  the  water- 
line.      Gentlemen  who  have  experience! 
only   of  mail   steamers    and    passenger 
ships  do    not    realise    the    difference  of 
the    conditions  that   prevail  on    board 
Her  Majesty's  ships.     Several  speakers 
have    wondered  why   our  fast  cruisera 
cannot  keep  up  their  speed  on  a  voyage 
across    the  Atlantic.      They   are   never 
intended  to  do  anything  of    the    kind. 
They  are  designed  and  intended  to  keep, 
up  their  high  rate  of  speed  for  chasing,  or„ 
in  emergency,  avoiding  an  enemy.    They 
are  not  intended   to  make  a  voyage  at, 
that  speed,  and  it  would  be  perfectly  im- 
possible with  existing  conditions  to  desiga 
a  ship  with  all  the  necessary  qualities  of 
a  man-of-war  which  could  do  such  work. 
I  will  in  a  very  few  words  endeavour  to 
illustrate  my  meaning.     Take  the  case  of 
the  "  Terrible,"  a  vessel  of    14,000  tons, 
and   the  "Campania,"  one  of  the   most 
successful  of  ocean  mail  steamers,  of  a 
slightly  less  tonnage.     The  length  of  the 
"Campania"    is   somewhere  about    100 
feet  greater  than,  that  of  the  "  Terrible  "; 
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her  amidship  section  is  very  much  less, 
and   there  is  no    necessity  to  keep  her 
engines  below  the  water-line,  as  they  are 
not  exposed  to  shell  fire.     It  is  perfectly 
evident  to  anyone  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  operations  of  designing  a  ship  that  it 
is  impossible  to  get  the  same  speed  in  a 
short  broad  boat  that  you  can  in  a  long 
narrow  one,  unless  you  devote  the  whole 
space  to  the  engines  and  boilers,  and  that 
obviously  would  be  impossible  in  a  man- 
of-war.      We    also    hear    a   great    deal 
about  the  expenditure  of  coal  in  connec- 
tion with  some  of  our  men-of-war,  but 
the  fact  is  often  lost   sight  of  that   an 
enormous  amount  of  coal  is  expended  in 
connection  with  the  auxiliary  engines,  the 
engines    for    working    the    turrets,    for 
electric    lighting    purposes,    ventilating, 
And   other   matters.     So   far  it   has  not 
been  found  possible   to   obviate   the  in- 
creased  waste   that   occurs   when  steam 
leaves  the  boilers  at  a  very  high  pressure, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  the  additional 
expenditure  on  water-tube  boilers  may  be 
accounted  for  in  that  way.     For  my  part, 
I  believe  that  the  boiler  of  the   future 
will  be  some  form  of  water-tul>e  boiler, 
and  I  think  that  the  results  of  the  labours 
•of  this  Committee  which  is  to  be  appointed 
•will  be  of  the  very  greatest  use  to  the 
country.     I  now  turn  to  another  subject. 
I  notice  in  the  Navy  Estimates  this  year 
provision  is  made  for  the  construction  of 
•several  armoured  and  protected  cruisers. 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  armaments  it 
is  proposed  to  place  on  board  those  ships. 
Take  the   armaments   of  the   armoured 
cruisers  of  9,800  tons.      I  find  that  they 
consist  of  fourteen  6-inch  guns,  which  is 
a  very  much  lighter  armament  than  would 
be  placed  upon  a  cruiser  of  anything  like 
that  tonnage  built  by  any  foreign  Power. 
I  find  in  the  "  Ariadne  "  class,  which  are 
vessels  of    11,000    tons,  the    armament 
consists  of  sixteen  6-inch  guns.      I  con- 
tend that  that  is  a  mistake.     What  is  the 
use   of    designing    your  ships  for   coal- 
carrying  capacity  and  a  high  rate  of  speed 
when,  within  range  of  the   enemy,  they 
may  find  themselves  hopelessly  outclassed  ? 
I   am   well  aware  that  there  are  many 
persons  whose  opinion  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  respect,  who  hold  that  these  arma- 
ments  are   sufficient,   and  that   nothing 
should  be  sacrificed  in  the  shape  of  coal- 
carrying  capacity  in   order    to    increase 
those  armaments,  and  yet  I  venture  to 
.my  that  the  mass  of  naval  opinion,  and 
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the  opinion  of  officers  who  w^ 
command  of  these  ships,  w«U| 
favour  of  supplying  them  whip 
greater  power  and  calibre  thufti 
posed  armament.  I  would  ask  *j 
hon.  friend  to  consider  this  ym\ 
those  vessels  get  too  far  advanced* 
their  armour.  Once  the  ooutnri 
so  far  advanced  alterations  on  ^ 
made  by  a  very  great  sacrifice  i\ 
money,  and  material,  and  in  the  j 
of  vast  numbers  of  naval  officii 
essential  that  this  matter  shonUb 
sidered  before  the  vessels  areh 
advanced.  There  is  another  pointi 
nection  with  this  subject  of  iK 
would  remind  the  Committee.  Sfd 
broadly,  the  power  of  penetntjnd 
gun  is  equal  to  about  one  udt 
times  its  calibre.  Therefore,  1 I 
gun  would  penetrate  nine  inch 
armour,  and  a  9'2-inch  gun  woiH| 
trate  nearly  fourteen  inches  of  m 
We  see  from  the  reports  not  onln 
own  ironclads,  but  of  the  irondadil 
built  by  foreign  nations,  that  theyp 
to  attain  a  speed  of  nineteen  knob 
is  easy  to  imagine  that  one  d 
heavy  cruisers  might  be  pnra 
an  enemy's  battleship  so  near  bet 
speed  that  she  might  be  placed 
very  awkward  position;  whew 
she  carried  a  couple  of  9'2-inA 
in  a  turret  aft,  it  would  pn 
make  all  the  difference  between 
and  capture.  I  beg  to  submit  du 
gestion  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
hope  that  he  will  give  it  his  hutk 
sideration.  I  now  come  to  the  q 
of  the  experiments  of  the  "  Bella 
have  read  some  of  the  criticii 
accounts  of  those  experiments  wh 
appeared  in  the  public  press.  A 
to  some  people's  ideas  one  would 
that  it  was  supposed  that  any  sh 
ever  had  been  designed  could  b 
afloat  after  being  subjected  to  th 
fire  which  was  opened  upon  the  "] 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  n 
either  designed  or  built  that  wo 
remained  afloat  subject  to  the  sa 
tions  as  prevailed  on  the  oo 
which  I  refer.  If  the  "Bellei 
not  been  sunk  it  would  have  oe 
one  of  two  things — either  that 
would  have  been  absolutely  u 
that  our  gunners  would  have  b< 
than  useless  With  regard  to 
tion  of  fire  between  decks  on  boa 
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to  see  the  result  of  those 
;s,  because  it  was  quite 
►ected.  The  danger  has  been 
i  overrated.  I  have  never 
between  decks  on  board  a  ship 
and  I  have  only  seen  six  fires 
t,  and  only  two  of  those  were 
in  the  case  of  a  fire  on  board 
jal  danger  is  in  regard  to  the 
•j  there  is  not  sufficient  material 
leeks  on  board  a  man-of-war 
for  action  to  make  sufficient 
>e  a  source  of  danger.  I  am 
ain  that,  providing  there  were 
3  crew  left  alive  after  being  j 
/O  -°.  murderous  fire  that  would  j 
occur  in  a  naval  action, 
e  occurred  it  could  easily  be 
ed.  There  is  also  the  ques- 
^den  decks.  The  last  portion 
;hat  burns  is  her  deck.  I  re- 
ie  occasion  of  a  fire  on  board  a 
arhich  had  been  smouldering  for 
re  it  was  discovered.  Part  of 
leeks  were  charred  through,  and 
mg  it  was  like  going  over  thin 
theless,  by  doing  so  we  were 
3  save  the  ship,  whereas  if 
been  an  iron  deck  we  would 
been  able  to  walk  on  it  on 
the  heat,  and  the  vessel  would 
lost.  It  has  been  proved,  even 
t  ships,  that  the  deck  is  about 
portion  of  the  ship  to  burn, 
other  case  of  a  fire  I  ever  saw 
»f  the  Bombay,  and  in  this  case 
e  guns  on  the  ship  were  loaded 
ic  the  fire  broke  out.  Some 
linutes  or  half  an  hour  after 
•  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
e  flames  and  smoke,  these  guns 
id  it  was  a  plain  proof  from  the 
>f  the  shots  that  the  deck  of  the 
5  intact  at  the  time.  That 
:hink,  that  the  deck  does  not 
eadily  as  the  parts  of  the  ship 
ipright.  That  view  was*  borne 
other  tire  on  board  ship  where 
vent  off  after  the  crew  had  all 
ip,  and  a  number  of  men  were 
on  a  ship  which  was  moored 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  clear 
anger  of  fire  between  decks  has 
7  much  overrated.  The  hon. 
jt  Bolton  has  referred  to  the 
)f  submarine  boats,  but  that  is 
.  story.  Submarine  boats  have 
rimented  with  now  for  nearly 
irs.  I  remember  that  some 
its  were  made  with  a  submarine 


boat  in  Valparaiso  Harbour.  It  was  a 
perfect  submarine  boat,  for  it  went  down 
and  has  not  come  up  since.  No  doubt 
something  may  be  done  in  this  direction, 
and  something  may  be  learned,  and  I  am 
glad  that  the  Admiralty  are  turning  their 
attention  to  this  matter. 

*Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe):  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  given  expression  to 
the  satisfaction  felt  in  all  quarters  of  the 
House  at  the  promise  of  a  Committee. 
So  that  there  is  no  need  for  me 
to  say  more  upon  that  point. 
There  is  one  phrase  used  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  with  respect  to  the 
officials  at  the  Admiralty  which  I,  as  an 
old  member  of  the  Admiralty,  may  be 
allowed  to  emphasise.  It  is  that  I 
cordially  hope  there  will  be  no  feelings 
of  regret,  or  any  notion  that  an  aspersion 
is  cast  upon  anybody,  at  the  Admiralty,  by 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee.  No 
doubt  the  House  has  read  with  a  good 
deal  of  interest  the  very  frank  admission 
which  is  made  in  the  Memorandum  of  the 
defects  which  have  occurred  in  the  ships 
both  in  regard  to  boilers  and  engines.  I 
think  this  Committee  will  meet  the  un- 
doubted uneasiness  which  exists  in  the 
minds  of  many  people  in  this  country 
upon  this  subject,  and  the  Committee  is 
not  intended  in  any  sense  as  a  reflection 
upon  the  Admiralty  at  large,  and 
certainly  not  upon  the  Engineer-in-chief, 
Sir  John  Durston,  who  has  borne 
such  a  heavy  responsibility  and 
taken  such  a  bold  step  in  advising  the 
Admiralty  to  adopt  water-tube  boilers. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I 
think  there  has  been  a  somewhat  un- 
gracious response,  at  all  events  on  the 
part  of  one  or  two  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  to  this  announcement 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  On 
this  side  of  the  House  I  think  I  may 
claim  that  his  remarks  have  been  received 
in  a  more  gracious  spirit.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Shipley  division  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  did  not  seem  to 
accept  graciously  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  regard  to  the  Belle- 
ville boilers. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  no  right  to  say  that, 
for  I  accepted  it  moat  gc&do\\&Vj . 
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*Sut  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWOKTH: 
There  are  some  very  important  and 
serious  matters  for  this  Committee  to  in- 
quire into,  and  amongst  them  I  will  only 
refer  to  two.  After  all,  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  it  is  somewhat  a  beating  of  the 
air  and  a  waste  of  the  valuable  time  of 
this  House  at  this  stage  of  the  session  to 
enter  into  any  full  debate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  water -tube  boilers,  for  the 
consideration  of  which,  this  Com- 
mittee has  been  apppointed.  I  think 
hon.  Members  who  came  down  prepared 
to  deliver  speeches  on  the  subject  of 
water-tube  boilers  may  very  well  put  their 
notes  in  their  pockets,  as  I  intend  to  do, 
and  leave  the  subject  to  be  thoroughly 
threshed  out  by  the  Committee.  I  do 
hope  that  great  attention  will  be  paid  to 
what  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
very  truly  called  a  very  important  part  of 
the  subject— namely,  the  human  element. 
All  the  speakers  who  have  spoken  with 
knowledge  upon  this  subject  to-day  have 
dealt  with  the  human  element.  It  is  a 
fact  which  is  known  to  those  who  have 
paid  close  attention  to  this  subject  that, 
in  some  of  the  ships  in  our  Navy  and  in 
many  foreign  ships  where  these  very 
boilers  have  been  used,  the  difficulties 
have  been  overcome,  and  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  if  the  human  element  is  after  all 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  the  matter,  the 
most  important  problem  to  solve  is 
the  training  of  the  human  element  that 
has  so  much  to  do  with  these  water-tube 
boilers.  The  y*ww/*/7  of  our  engine-room 
and  stoke-hole  contingents  seems  to 
be  a  very  important  matter  for  con- 
sideration. There  is  another  point  which 
I  will  only  just  mention.  First  of  all  let 
me  say  that  I  entirely  agree  that  neither 
the  present  Board  of  Admiralty  nor  its 
predecessor  is  pledged  to  any  particular 
typo  of  water-tube  boilers.  It  was 
decided  some  years  ago  that  water-tube 
boilers  should  be  applied  not  only  to 
torpedo  destroyers  but  to  big  ships,  and 
the  only  available  water-tube  boiler  was 
the  Belleville  boiler.  I  particularly  wish 
to  put  hi  that  preface  before  saying  what 
I  aiiial)oiit  to  say.  I  remember  very  well 
that  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Lewi  sham  stated  in  a  speech,  a  year 
ago,  that  the  water-tube  boiler  had  come 
to  stay.  I  think  that  is  the  general 
opinion  of  persons  in  this  House  and  out- 
side. So  far  as  the  navies  of  the  world, 
and  our  own  Navy  in  particular,  are  con- 
cerned,   I  adopt  the  phrase  of   my  hon. 


friend  that  the  water-tube  boiler b^*0^ 
to  stay.  I  do  not  think  that 
with  an  intelligent  acquaintance 
subject,  who  considers  the  quon 
out  prejudice  and  without  ponxd 
tion  for  the  old  cylindrical  bofla; 
have  come  to  any  different 
There  is  no  reason  on  that 
why  we  should  be  wedded 
Belleville  boiler.  But,  having  ai 
this  French  invention,  I  dink 
House  will  agree  with  me  that  we 
gather  all  the  light  we  can  fron 
vances  which  have  been  made  in 
and  other  countries,  and  I  think  ie 
also  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the 
ence  which  has  been  gained 
inventor  and  his  firm.  The  fact  b 
haps  known  to  some  Members  4 
House  that  a  gentleman  who  occapli 
long  ago  the  position  of  Director  oT 
yards,  who  stands  very  high  among 
naval  constructors  of  this  country, 
lately  paid  a  visit  to  France  upoi 
subject  in  order  to  satisfy  himself 
this  point,  about  which  he  felt 
anxiety,  and  he  went  to  investigate 
defects  arising  from  or  connected 
the  boilers  and  engines  in  ships  fitted1 
Belleville  boilers.  The  result  ofi 
inquiries  has  been  satisfactory.  Idau 
we  should  send  representatives  ovetlT 
Paris  to  have  personal  interviews  w 
Mr.  Belleville  and  ascertain  what ' 
been  done  in  Paris.  I  understand  tat 
Mr.  Belleville  will  be  pleased  for  anrai 
from  the  Admiralty  or  the  Navy  to  Vi 
placed  in  possession  of  the  full  knowledf 
he  possesses  on  the  subject.  We  hat 
for  years  paid  large  royalties  f( 
the  use  of  this  invention.  T1» 
fore  we  have  a  claim  upon  Mr.  Bell 
ville,  who  ought  to  be  willing 
afford  us  the  fullest  information  wr 
respect  to  the  way  in  which  these  (fi 
culties  have  been  overcome  in  Fran 
for  example  as  regards  the  little  cc 
tri vances  which  have  been  adopted  i 
getting  over  many  of  the  difficulties 
connection  with  the  corrosion  of  t 
tubes,  leakage  of  joints,  and  the  excess 
consumption  of  coal  in  Belleville  boile 
I  venture  to  suggest  that  this  Commitl 
should  visit  Paris,  and  should  ascerfa 
from  Mr.  Belleville  himself  all  the  expe 
ence  he  can  give  upon  this  subject.  . 
the  reputation  of  his  invention  is  at  sta 
he  will  be  willing  to  give  full  informatu 
Passing  from  the  subject  of  these  wat 
tube  boilers,  I   want  to  .ask  just  one 
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Btions  with  regard  to  the  addi- 
ttimate  we  have  before  us.  My 
gtion  is  with  respect  to  the  pur- 
f  destroyers.  I  have  very  little 
>hat,  as  regards  the  "Viper's" 
ressel,    fitted    with    the    steam 

this  is  a  very  wise  purchase 
part  of  the  Admiralty..    But,  as 

the*  rest,  I  observe  that  they 
re  than  £70,000  each,  and  I  should 
tave  a  few  particulars  about  them. 
[  like  to  know  what  is  their  speed, 
st  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  told  us 
gotiations  were  going  on  at  the 
icement  of  the  financial  year  in  re- 
these  destroyers,  and  I  am  sure 
be  ready  to  give  the  House  fuller 
tion  on  the  subject.  With  regard 
epairing  ship  I  should  like  to  know 
eed  it  will  have.  I  do  not  object 
ig  further  repairing  ships,  and  I 
t  a  word  of  criticism  to  say  against 
posal.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
ise  any  longer,  although  I  was  pre- 
o  say  more  upon  the  water-tube 
uestion  had  it  not  been  for  the 
on  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 


ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast, 
shall  endeavour  to  act  upon  the 
)f  the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  has 

down  in  regard  to  the  discussion 
r-tube  boilers,  although  I  was  pre- 
3  go  into  the  question  at  length, 
that  is  only  a  reasonable  course 
v  of  the  statement  made  by 
[rat  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
rening.  I  shall  certainly  take 
ice  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
re  he  will  not  find  me  wanting  in 
bion  of  the  concession  which  the 
3rd  of  the  Admiralty  has  made  in 
g  this  Committee.  The  decision 
he  First  Lord  has  arrived  at  seems 
to  be  eminently  in  the  public 
It  is  perhaps  more  acceptable 
>ecause,  like  many  others,  I  have 
>  years  been  urging  upon  the 
Ity  that  some  inquiry  of  this  kind 
be  granted  in  order  to  set  at  rest 
lbts  which  have  affected  some 
n  respect  to  the  merits  or  demerits 
Belleville  boiler.  I  certainly  claim 
elf  that  until  very  recently  I  have 
^pressed,  because  I  never  felt  justi- 
xpressing  any  very  strong  opinion 
these  boilers,  but  I  have  always 
at  there  has  been  an  amount  of 
bout  them  which  was  calculated  to 

LXXXVI.   [Fourth  Series.] 


make  one  feel  uneasy.  Therefore  I  wel- 
come the  appointment  of  this  Committee. 
I  do  not  share  the  view  which  is  held  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead,  who 
seems  actually  to  desire  that  these  boilers 
should  be  condemned.  That  is  not  my 
view,  for  no  one  would  rejoice  more 
than  I  should  if  this  Committee  which  is 
to  be  appointed  should  report  absolutely 
in  favour  of  these  boilers  to  which  the 
Navy  is  so  largely  committed.  The  right 
hon.*  Gentleman  must  feel  that  the  doubt 
which  has  hitherto  existed  in  regard 
to  this  experiment  has  been  enormously 
increased  by  the  publication  of  this  Report. 
I  have  seen  these  boilers  fitted,  I  have  seen 
them  under  trial,  and  I  have  done  my  best 
to  acquaint  myself  with  their  performances, 
and  this  Report  does  not  come  altogether 
as  a  surprise  to  me.  But  it  is  an  official 
confirmation  of  what  many  of  us  have  been 
feeling — namely,  that  we  are  committed 
to  an  experiment  of  so  great  a  magnitude 
that  it  is  not  tolerable  that  we  should 
continue  it  any  longer  in  this  condition  of 
doubt.  There  is  ample  justification  for 
an  inquiry  in  the  fact  that  there  are 
forty  millions  sterling  embarked  in  sixty- 
one  ships,  and  much  more  than  forty 
millions,  because  there  is  also  the  whole 
safety  of  the  Navy,  and  behind  that 
the  safety  of  the  nation.  Now  we 
have  an  admission  —  ample,  official, 
undoubted  —  that  the  whole  of  this 
expenditure  is  at  this  moment  dependent 
on  a  series  of  experiments.  The  Ad- 
miralty are  sanguine  as  to  the  ultimate 
result  of  these  experiments.  I  am  most 
anxious  to  share  that  sanguine  view,  and 
I  should  be  rejoiced  if  it  is  justified  by 
the  result ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  country  should  be  longer 
asked  to  subscribe  to  this  expenditure 
until  we  are  absolutely  sure  of  what  we 
are  being  committed  to.  I  think  I  shall 
not  be  trespassing  on  the  advice  given  me 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  opposite  if  I  say 
one  word  with  regard  to  the  work  which 
I  hope  the  Committee  about  to  be  ap- 
pointed may  do.  Nothing  has  struck 
me  more  in  reading  this  Report  than  the 
curiously  unscientific  character  of 
the  experiments  which  have  been  made. 
I  hear  and  see  something  now  and  then 
of  scientific  work,  and  of  scientific  ex- 
periments. We  know  that  qualitative 
and  quantitative  experiments  are  now 
performed  with  a  perfection  and  accuracy 
that  guarantees  almost  perfect  results. 
But  in  experiments  no  single  trial  has 
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been  made  which  would  be  regarded  in 
a  laboratory  as  worthy  of  being  called  a 
tost  at  all.  The  ships  which  have  been 
tried  have  not  been  the  same  in  any 
sense.  In  these  days  the  a  i  vantage  is 
with  the  newer  ship  ;  but  in  the  very  first 
experiment  that  presumption  is  reversed, 
because  we  are  told  in  the  Memorandum 
that  the  advantage  was  with  the 
"  Minerva,"  with  her  trained  crew,  as 
against  the  "Highflyer,"  although  the 
two  ships  were  three  or  four  years  apart 
in  date.  That  is  not  the  way  to  make 
experiments.  We  want  two  ships  of  the 
same  class,  under  the  same  conditions, 
and  with  equal  crews.  1  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  chal- 
lenged the  honesty  and  good  faith  of  the 
Admiralty  officials,  but  I  think  he  was 
justified  in  pointing  out  that  somo  forty 
or  fifty  tons  of  water  were  earned  in  the 
tanks  of  the  "Highflyer,"  whereas  that 
fact  is  not  revealed  in  the  Report  before 
us.  That  is  a  very  relevant  fact  indeed, 
because  it  so  happens  that  an  almost 
equal  number  of  tons  is  quoted  in  another 
part  of  the  Report  as  the  weight  which 
would  enable  one  of  the  cylindrical  boiler 
ships  to  produce  the  same  horse-power  if 
put  in  the  form  of  machinery.  Therefore, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  thoroughly  justi- 
fied in  calling  attention  to  that  fact.  Not 
in  one  single  case  in  the  trials  between 
those  two  ships  can  the  experiments  be 
called  scientific.  The  "  Ocean  "  has  been 
quoted.  The  "  Ocean  "  is  a  recently  con- 
structed ship,  and  presumably  has  in  her 
machinery  every  single  appliance  that 
the  most  modern  science  could  supply. 
She  was  designed  especially  for  speed, 
being  the  fastest  of  the  ironclads  pro- 
duced up  to  the  present  time,  and  the 
design  has  been  realised.  But,  as  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  said,  speed  is  not  a  matter 
of  boilers,  but  of  a  variety  of  causes,  and 
it  is  slightly  misleading,  when  wo  are 
told  that  the  "  Ocean  "  did  exactly  what 
she  was  designed  for,  because  that  is  not 
conclusive  as  regards  her  boilers.  The 
argument  of  the  First  Lord  is  that  these 
ships  are  so  dissimilar  in  their  results  that 
it  is  as  unfair  to  judge  from  one  single 
trial  of  an  unsuccessful  ship  as  it  would 
be  to  judge  from  one  trial  of  a  successful 
ship. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  We  cannot  have  two 
ships  exactly  alike,  launched  and  com- 
missioned on  the  very  same  days,  and 
exactly  of  the  same  dimensions  ;  but  we 
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have  done  our  boat,  and  we  lnejj 
two  ships  as  similar  as  we  ooold  g 
now  we  are  told    that  the 
have  been   unscientific  because' 1 
been  unable  to  realise  conditio^ 
no  human  power  could  posatyj 
We  have  done  our  verv  best 


I  Bell 


!  tti 


*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTEE:  Of 
I  was  not  challenging  the  boiwfaiBP  3 
Admiralty,  but  I  think  it  ia 
when  we  are  asked  to  take 
from  a  number  of  trials  to  critic* 
trials  and  to  point  out  that  they 
be  regarded  as  conclusive, 
ventured  to  suggest  to  the  chid' 
engineering  staff  of  the  Admiralty, 
trial  should  be  made  on  an  extenarei 
and  that  two  vessels  like  the  u 
and  "Edgar"  should  be  Bent 
trooping  voyage,  where  all  the 
the  sea  might  be  encountered  ovw 
series  of  days;  I  suggested  the  "__, 
because  she  is  the  finest  examnjr 
could  be  got  of  the  cylindrical  hob 
of  large  dimensions.  My  propoad 
not  adopted.  The  right  non.  Gc 
man  says,  and  it  is  perfectly  true, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  make  these 
parisons.  All  I  mean  to  aav  ii 
if  that  be  so  we  must  regard  all 
conclusions  as  approximate  only, 
that  an  element  of  uncertainty 
enter  into  every  one  of  them, 
there  is  another  matter  in  the  Report  l 
which  I  wish  to  refer.  In  the  comWi| 
paragraph  wo  are  told  that  had  it « 
been  for  the  courage  of  the  Admiralty  fc 
introducing  the  Belleville  boiler  into'tk 
"Powerful"  and  the  " Terrible,"  ria 
they  did,  sixty-one  ships  which  ar 
enumerated  in  the  Report  as  built  art 
be  built  would  have  at  least  a  knot  le 
speed  than  they  now  have  or  will  hat 
That  is  an  illusory  statement.  Mai 
ships  have  been  built,  or  are  now  mid 
construction,  both  in  this  country  i 
abroad,  which  have  or  will  have  tl 
superior  speed,  and  yet  have  not  or  i 
not  have  Belleville  boilers.  I  think 
cannot  be  too  well  understood  tl 
it  wjis  not  necessary  that  the  Bellevi 
boilers  should  have  been  introdnc 
in  order  to  obtain  this  extra  amount 
speed.  The  statement  of  the  right  hi 
Gentleman,  who  no  doubt  dealt  brow 
with  the  matter,  has,  I  think,  been  1 
cause  of  a  little  confusion.  As  the  b 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  pointed  out,  1 
impression  created  when  the   right  h 
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an  referred  to  foreign  countries 
t  they  had  universally  adopted 
eville  boiler.  That  is  not  the 
or  three  years  I  have  been  study- 
i  question,  and  I  have  taken  as 
part  as  was  permitted  me  in  these 
>ns,  and  I  think  I  have  some  know- 
the  facts.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
oted  the  French  Mediterranean 
c,  and  spoke  about  that  splendid 
t  I  do  not  think  he  made  it  quite 
the  Committee  that  of  that  great 
te  of  the  finest  vessels  had  not 
e  boilers.  I  only  desire  to 
the  impression  that  the  great 
Mediterranean  Squadron  is  an 
to  us  of  how  the  Belleville  boiler 
i  extra  speed.  I  ought  to  add 
•many,  with  one  single  exception, 
i  adopted  the  Belleville  boiler, 
United  States  has  not  adopted  it 
nd  that  in  the  Dutch  fleet  a  very 
ble  experiment  has  been  made  in 
the  ships  by  adopting  a  kind  of 
d  water-tube  and  cylinder  boiler, 
•e  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying 
on.  Members  were  under  the  im- 
that  the  general  tendency  of 
iountries  had  been  in  the  direction 
ing  the  Belleville  boiler  that  im- 
was  formed  under  a  misappre- 
Apart  from  those  remarks  I  am 
(lighted  to  hear  that  an  enquiry 
be  held.  I  have  no  doubt 
Aie  bond  fide  manner  in  which 
>e  conducted.  Generally  speak- 
s  Report  has  been  prepared 
not  say  most  creditably,  because 
j  to  be  expected — but  in  a  most 
ory  manner,  which  is  calculated 
us  confidence  in  those  who  have 
I  it.  I  think  we  might  have  some 
lformation  given  us  on  some 
but,  on  the  whole,  the  Memo- 
is  a  worthy  and  informing  docu- 
far  as  it  goes,  and  I  think  we 
ait  with  great  confidence  the  re- 
he  impartial  inquiry  which  is  to 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  result  in 
ting  the  view  now  held  by  the 
ty.  I  think,  with  many  other 
mbers,  that  the  persistency  with 
le  senior  officials  of  the  Admiralty 
d  to  the  advantages  of  the  Belle- 
er  is  a  matter  which  ought  to  have 
eight,  and  it  is  a  presumption 
Des  require  very  strong  evidence 
it.  I  should  like  to  refer  to  a 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member 
on,   because  I  think  it  requires  | 


more  than  a  passing  notice,  and  that  is 
the  question  of  submarine  boats.  This  is 
clearly  a  case  which  might  have  been 
dealt  with  as  a  technical  matter,  and  if  the 
First  Lord  had  come  down  to  this  House 
and  said  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  engi- 
neering advisers  of  the  Admiralty  the 
accomplishment  of  the  mechanical  pro- 
blem of  making  and  working  a  submarine 
boat  was  so  remote  that  there  was  no 
reasonable  probability  that  such  a  boat 
could  be  created,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
had  no  reason  for  action,  I  should  have 
been  very  slow  to  contradict  him,  because 
on  that  matter  I  am  not  competent  to 
form  an  opinion  which  could  be  set  beside 
the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. But  that  is  not  the  line  taken  by  the 
First  Lord.  Ho  put  the  question  on  a 
footing  which  enables  every  Member  of 
this  House  to  form  a  judgment  on  it. 
He  said  that  the  Admiralty  had  not 
designed  a  submarine  boat,  and  did  not 
at  present  propose  to  design  one,  because 
a  submarine  boat  was  the  weapon  of  the 
inferior  Power.  When  he  said  that  he 
reduced  the  whole  question  to  a  plain 
issue  which  plain  men  can  discuss.  If  a 
submarine  boat  is  impossible  there  is 
nothing  more  to  be  said,  but  if  it  can  be 
produced  as  a  working  article — and  that 
it  can  be  produced  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever— then  this  argument  about  the 
weapon  of  the  inferior  Power  seems  abso- 
lutely meaningless.  The  Power  which  pos- 
sesses the  submarine  boat  will  no  longer 
be  the  inferior  Power.  The  Power  which 
possesses  a  really  effective  submarine 
boat,  especially  in  the  narrow  waters  of 
the  Channel,  will  not  be  the  inferior,  but 
the  superior  Power,  and  the  mere  state- 
ment that  we  consider  ourselves  to  be  the 
superior  Power  will  not  affect  the  position. 
I  was  at  Spithead  the  other  day  and  saw 
one  of  our  great  battleships  there,  and  I 
could  not  help  asking  myself  what  would 
happen  if  one  of  these  French  plunging 
boats  were  to  approach  that  vessel  in 
the  dawn  of  the  early  morning.  I  saw 
absolutely  nothing  known  to  man  which 
could  save  that  ironclad  in  such  a  case.  I 
am  assuming  that  the  probability  of  sub- 
marine navigation  has  been  solved,  and 
that  these  submarines,  or  plongeurs,  can 
be  made.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  very 
great  assumption  when  we  see  a  body 
like  the  United  States  Navy  Department, 
I  suppose  the  most  practical  navy  Depart- 
ment in  the  world  except  out  oww,  da- 
voting  a  large  part  oi  tWt  e&et^gj  «cA 


323 


Supply-^ 


{COMMONS} 


Ifay  tisXmaUt. 


large  sums  of  money  to  working  out  this 

Eroblem.  I  say  it  is  not  altogether  impro- 
able  to  imagine  that  a  solution  will  be 
found,  and  when  once  the  problem  is 
solved,  there  will  be  no  protection  except 
that  offered  by  a  torpedo-net,  and  that  is 
a  protection  which  every  naval  man  would 
be  reluctant  to  adopt ;  because,  if  it  were 
adopted,  it  would  absolutely  paralyse  the 
ship  as  an  effective  force  in  a  naval  action. 
If  the  danger  is  so  easily  guarded  against 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to 
think,  and  if  we  may  rest  secure  without 
producing  these  boats  ourselves,  well  and 

food,  and  I  am  delighted  to  hear  it,  but 
say  that  the  Power  which  possesses 
this  engine  will  cease  to  be  the  inferior 
Power  and  will  become  the  superior  Power. 
We,  beyond  all  nations,  are  exposed  to  the 
attacks  of  these  boats.  Everyone  who 
knows  the  Channel  must  realise  how  ab- 
surdly small  and  narrow  it  is.  It  is  like 
a  navigable  inland  lake,  and  you  no 
sooner  leave  one  side  than  you  are  at  the 
the  other.  There  is  one  classical  instance 
of  the  use  of  the  submarine  boat,  and 
that  was  during  the  civil  war  in  the  United 
States.  Three  times  the  boat  sank  with 
her  crew,  and  three  times  a  fresh  crew  was 
got,  and  ultimately  she  achieved  her  task 
and  sank  one  of  the  Federal  ships.  That 
was  at  a  time  when  the  mechanical  ap- 
pliances in  connection  with  ship  construc- 
tion were  as  nothing  compared  with  those 
of  the  present  day,  and  I  submit  it  is  not 
satisfactory  that  we  should  stand  by  and 
allow  others  to  carry  out  this  problem 
without  ourself  making  some  attempt  to 
solve  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
ferred— as  I  thought,  not  very  apropos  of 
his  argument — to  the  tendency  of  the 
Admiralty  to  follow  not  to  lead  other 
great  nations.  I  admit  that  that  has 
been  the  tendency,  and  from  it  I  draw  a 
lesson  not  very  comforting  in  this  par- 
ticular case.  It  has  been  mentioned  that 
in  ironclad  ships  we  have  boon  behind, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  follow,  that 
in  the  matter  of  breechloading  guns  we 
have  been  behind,  and  have  been  com- 
pelled to  follow,  and  that  in  the  matter 
of  armoured  cruisers  wc  have  been  behind, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  follow  at  a 
terrible  disadvantage.  The  fact  is  that 
not  once  or  twice  but  several  times  we  have 
been  compelled  to  follow.  It  may  be 
said,  "On,  but  we  gained  a  great 
advantage  in  all  these  cases  by  not  taking 
the  lead.0  I  heard  that  argument  put  in 
a  more  striking  form  in  the  other  House. 
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It  was  admitted  that  then  wv  i| 
to  place  guns  at  Singapore  far  i 
years ;  but  that  failure  was  i 
great  triumph  of  foresight,  1  _._. 
said  that  if  the  guns  had  tea  | 
there  fourteen  years  ago  they  1 
been  obsolete  now,  and  that  w 
as  a  triumph  of  foresight.  I  hspi 
these  days  we  may  not  follow  1 1 
too  late.  Our  lesson  with  regui  til 
ironclads,  the  breechloader*,  ui\ 
armoured  cruisers  is  exactly  tki 
lesson  which  the  Austrian  army  i 
enced  in  1866  when  they  were  c 
to  learn  the  merits  of  the  breech 
studying  its  effects  on  the  field  di 
I  think  there  is  room  for  some  niaj 
with  regard  to  the  attitude  taken  q 
reference  to  submarine  navigation. 

*Mr.  MATHER  (Lancashire,  I 
dale) :  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  s 
this  Memorandum  appears  to  me 
been  conceived  in  the  most  tno 
desire  to  state  the  truth,  the  who! 
and  nothing  but  the  truth  as  reg 
experience  of  the  Admiralty  in  ooi 
with  the  new  ships  fitted  with  wa 
boilers.  As  an  engineer  with  cons 
experience  of  boilers  in  various 
the  world,  I  venture  to  say  that 
tube  boiler  is  theoretically  and 
cally  correct.  For  myself  I  woul 
to  see  this  country  leading  foreigi 
instead  of  being  led ;  and  it  is  the 
and  patriotic  duty  of  the  Govern 
this  country  to  experiment  contin 
the  discoveries  of  science  and  see 
they  may  be  adapted  to  o 
I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  i 
in  this  Memorandum  to  convi 
House  or  the  country  that  wa 
boilers,  even  of  the  Belleville  ty 
failed,  although  they  have  bee 
under  circumstances  not  the  most 
able  for  their  development.  I  ha 
one  comment  to  make  from  my  ex 
j  as  a  practical  engineer  upon  t 
I  miralty's  action,  or  their  methods 
1  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  whet 
type  of  boiler  was  worthy  of  their 
ance,  or  suitable  for  adaptation 
Navy.  I  think  the  experience 
quired  before  placing  these  bo 
sixty  of  our  first-class  ships  mig 
been  thoroughly  attained  if  they  hi 
one  ship,  and  fitted  it  with  a  wa 
boiler  which  was  intended  to  be  a 
the  system.      In  the  ordinary  < 
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9  when  you  have  faith  in  a  new  prin- 
or  in  a  new  adaptation  of  an  old 
i^rie,  to  place  upon  one  trial  those 
^lons  which  will  in  a  very  short  space 
l6  compress  an  amount  of  strain  and 
for  which,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
Iderable  number  of  years  would  be 
ed.  I  cannot  understand  why  one 
was  not  supplied  with  water-tube 
of  the  best  design  and  of  the  best 
anship,  and  sent  for  a  whole  year's 
all  over  the  world  with  a  first-class 
on  board,  and  accompanied  by  prac- 
men,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  any- 
by  which  the  country  might  have 
saved  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
^6unds.  I  find  on  page  14  of  the  Memo- 
lum  what  are  called  "  general  obser- 
ions,"  in  which  some  excuse  is  offered 
the  House  for  a  certain  want 
competency  on  the  part  of  the  personnel 
the  staffs  of  these  ships,  and  also  a 
it  of  a  calculation  of  the  peculiarities 
these  boilers.  It  would  seem  that  the 
were  so  much  occupied  with  the 
iperf ect  trials  of  many  ships  at  the  same 
ie  that  they  were  over-taxed.  But 
[y  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  truth  which 
rience  can  give  in  the  quickest  possi- 
9$Dle  way,  the  rational  thing  would  have 
sr-been  for  the  Admiralty  to  have  taken  one 
c4r«hip  and  condensed  into  one  year  the 
i£-  experience  of  four  or  five.  Now  we  are 
•£j  told  that  we  must  not  expect  that  all  the 
weaknesses  of  these  boilers  would  be  dis- 
covered in  four  or  five  years.  But  the 
Admiralty  ought  to  have  created  possible 
weaknesses  in  one  ship  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  exhaustively  with  them.  In  this 
way  they  would  have  discovered  innu- 
merable details  which  appeared  in  the 
ships  which  were  subsequently  tried,  and 
the  tax  upon  the  staff  would  have 
been  greatly  diminished.  Scientifically, 
small  water-tubes  are  much  better  than 
larger  water-tubes  for  the  purpose  of 
generating  steam ;  and  what  is  scientifi- 
cally and  theoretically  right  cannot  be 
practically  wrong.  It  used  to  be  said 
that  a  thing  might  be  right  in  theory 
but  wrong  in  practice.  Now  we  know 
that  what  is  theoretically  right  only 
needs  human  ingenuity  to  make  it  right 
in  practice  also.  I  maintain  that  this 
Memorandum  does  not  do  justice  even  to 
the  Admiralty  themselves.  I  am  struck 
with  the  singular,  almost  innocent, 
ingenuousness  of  the  confessions  made 
here.  There  are  many  matters  mentioned 
in  detail  that  need  not  have  been  brought 
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before  this  House,  because  they  are  the 
common  events  that  occur  in  working 
machinery  of  every  kind.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  whole  scheme  of  machinery 
and  apparatus  throughout  the  ships  is 
eminently  a  source  of  very  great  alarm. 
I  am  led  to  believe,  from  a  study  of  this 
Memorandum,  that  there  is  something 
very  radically  wrong  in  designing  the 
details  of  the  system  of  the  machinery  on 
board  the  ships  of  war,  or  that  the  work  is 
let  to  contractors  under  conditions  that 
do  not  admit  of  that  work  being 
executed  in  the  most  perfect  way  possible. 
I  will  not  call  it  cheese-paring ;  but  there 
is  some  mistaken  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiralty,  or  some  lack  in  the  discharge 
of  duty.  I  cannot  believe  that  this  com- 
plaint would  lie  at  the  door  of  any  con- 
tractor in  this  country  worthy  of  being 
entrusted  with  the  construction  of  a  ship 
of  war.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  not 
confine  itself  solely  to  the  question  of 
water-tube  boilers.  That  is  a  matter 
which  will  settle  itself  in  due  course. 
What  is  more  serious  than  water-tube 
boilers  are  the  statements  made  in  this 
Memorandum,  leading  us  to  believe  that 
throughout  the  whole  engineering  prac- 
tice of  the  Admiralty  there  is  something 
radically  wrong  in  not  providing  more 
efficient  apparatus  to  meet  the  stress  and 
strain  of  high  pressure.  The  First  Lord 
spoke  of  a  pressure  of  200  lbs.  or  300  lbs. 
as  something  very  high;  but  we  are 
accustomed  to  that  in  land  work,  and 
provision  has  to  be  made  that  the 
steam  pipes  do  not  leak,  and  that  the 
valves  and  other  accessories  do  not  give 
way.  All  that  should  be  based  on 
principles  and  practice  perfectly  well 
known,  and  which  are,  in  fact,  the  common- 
places of  engineering  science.  This 
Memorandum  —  drafted,  I  presume, 
by  the  First  Lord's  official  ad- 
visers— has  been  prepared  with  a 
candour  which  is  beyond  all  praise. 
There  never  has  been  a  document  pre- 
sented 'to  Parliament  more  transparently 
honest,  or  drawn  up  with  a  more  sincere 
desire  to  be  absolutely  truthful.  I  may 
overestimate  the  gravity  of  the  words 
used,  but  I  do  feel  uneasy  on  the  point, 
that  there  are  throughout  the  ships  and 
the  apparatus  on  board  them  here  de- 
scribed, a  certain  weakness  and  certain 
defects  running  throughout  the  whole 
arrangements  which  demand  the  most 
earnest  attention  of  the  engineering  staff 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  which  will  call  for 
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tho  attention  of  the  Committee  to  bo  ap- 
pointed. One  of  tho  explanations  which 
the  First  Lord  gave  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
maintaining  these  ships  at  a  constant 
speed  throughout  the  length  of  their 
voyages  was  the  long  range  of  steam 
pipes  passing  from  the  boiler-room  right 
through  tho  ship  to  auxiliary  engines, 
etc.  It  was,  he  said,  very  difficult  to 
keep  these  pipes  tight  on  account  of  the 
vibration  of  the  ship,  especially  with  steam 
at  a  pressure  of  30011  )s.  But  is  it  absolutely 
beyond  the  power  of  the  Admiralty  to 
provide  another  means  of  transmitting 
power?  Why,  we  have  been  pissing 
Bills  in  this  House  for  transmitting  elec- 
trical current  for  power  for  miles  and 
miles  on  land;  and  there  is  less  difficulty 
in  doing  so  on  board  ship.  Tho  motors 
and  other  mechanical  appliances  for  trans- 
mitting the  electrical  power  could  easily 
be  established  in  a  central  station  near  the 
chief  engines  and  boilers,  and  all  steam 
pipes  avoided.  If  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aright,  I  am  very 
distrustful  of  the  attention  paid  by  the 
engineering  stall'  to  what  is  called  the 
subordinate  positions.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  containing  a  greater 
amount  of  genius  in  tho  chief  construc- 
tors and  the  higher  engineering  staff  than 
our  own,  but  we  have  not  got  the  great 
army  of  young  men  coming  out  of  the 
schools  able  to  take  up  the  control  of 
scientific  details  in  subordinate  positions. 
As  "  all  roads  lead  to  Rome,"  so  if  once  we 
provided  good  scientific  education,  the 
Government  would  be  provided  with  a 
large  number  of  highly  trained  young  men 
who  would  be  forthcoming  to  take  charge 
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Mr.  JOHN  PENN  (Lewiia): 
one  who  asked  for  the  apj 
Committee  to  investigate  the 
water-tube   boilers,   I   seize  tin 
tunity  of    thanking  the  Adminkj 
taking  a  step  which  I  believe  will 
very  great  advantage  to  the  pribi 
vice.     There    is,  however,  one 
want  to  make.     I  understand  M 
Committee  will  deal  only  withtk 
tion    of    water-tube    boilers,    I 
venture  to  ask,  if  I  may  not  be 
a  bore,  that  tho  reference  shooldtii 
tended  so  as  to  include  the 
complement    within    the    scope  i 
inquiry.     And  for  this  reason,  thtt 
ever  form  of  water-tube  boiler  iaw 
adopted  in  the  service,  it  is  fairly 
that  the   water-tul>e   boiler  will  tiki 
larger  amount  of  attention  than  the 
cylindrical  boiler,  because  of  the 
number  of  mechanical  accessories, 
should  be  borne  in  mind   by  the  (W 
mittce  in  making  their  investigation.  Tb' 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  late  Secretary  toil 
Admiralty  raised  a  point  as  to  the  Belt 
ville  Company  being  located  in  Fnur, 
and  he  was  anxious  that  there  should  k 
larger  conferences  with  the  authorities  h 
France.     I  want  to  be  independent  of  tk 
Belleville   Company.       I    am  not  one  it 
those  who  think  that  we  are  depeodot 
on  ideas  in  Paris.     Besides,  this  running 
over  to  Paris  for  ideas  might  come  undor 
the  doctrine  of  contraband  of  war.    I 
have  more  faith  than  the  Admiralty  in  tk 
engineering  talent  of  our  own  country.  la 
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small  things  in  these  ships  which  make 
for  success.  It  is  the  greatness  of  the 
little.     It  is  the  want  of  vigilance  in  the 


these  debates  wo  hear  of  the  extraordinary 
of  every  detail  in  our  ships.  Wo  must  j  performances  of  the  ships  of  the  mercan- 
remember  that  it  is  not  the  large  but  the  |  tile  marine.     It  is  quite  true  that  some  of 

these  ships  can  keep  up  a  speed  of 
20  knots  an  hour,  but  I  would  like  thai 
to  be  handed  over  to  the  engineers  in  our 
smallest  detail  out  of  sight  of  the  chief  \  dockyards  and  run  at  full  power.  I  doobt 
engineer  and  the  captain  which  leads  to  j  whether  a  very  largo  margin  over  20  knot! 
disaster.  I  do  hope  the  First  Lord  will  j  would  then  be  found.  I  again  thank  the 
take  these  matters  into  consideration,  j  Admiralty  for  granting  this  Committee. 
Wo  want -our  Navy  to  be  stronger  year! 

after  year.  We  want  it  to  be  the  chief  !  Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dan- 
defence  of  our  country  and  tho  Empire,  j  dee)  :  This  discussion  has  raised  a  subject 
and  we  do  not  care  what  money  is  spent  j  of  great  importance,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
upon  it.  But  we  want  the  best  equip-  j  add  one  unnecessary  word  to  whathu 
meat  and  the  services  of  scientifically  (  been  said  about  the  Belleville  boilers.  It 
trained  young  men,  ready  to  face  every  j  devolved  on  mo  to  bear  the  first  brunt  of 
scientific  development,  including  water-  <  the  attack  on  these  lx>ilers  five  years  ago 
tube  boilers.  Under  such  circumstances  i  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead.  I 
we  need  not  fear  that  our  Navy  :  should  like  to  associate  myself  with  what 
will  be  unworthy  of  the  country  of  \  ha*  Yweu  «a\&  aa  to  \>w&  rovxraa  \a\k»&  \sj 
which  we  are  all  "so  pioud.  the    X&mxalty.      \  ttwcrog&y  a??""* 

Jfr.  Mather. 
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•welcome  the  concessions  made  by  the 
Xord.     I    entirely  believe  in  the 
>ur  of  the  Memorandum  laid  on  the 
3,   and  I  thank  him  for  having  admi- 
r   fulfilled  the  suggestions  I  made  to 
*t>hree  weeks  ago.     I  think  the  dis- 
Iotis  on  the  Belleville  boiler  may  well 
after  the  announcement  made  by 
*v.l.     3?*irst  Lord,  and  I  hope  that  the  in- 
^Jty  will  be  useful.      I  understand  that 
athing  has  been  said  on  another  tech- 
point  on  which  the  First  Lord  has 
"made  any  announcement — that  is  in 
^^  to     submarine   boais    in    other 

^i^Sries.     I  daresay   the   First   Lord  will 
^PQ  us  what  is   the    deliberate    view    of 
^k  Jfei    Admiralty    on    that    subject    after 
?*W^5x>nsideration  of  five  years.     In  the  time 

*  3?  ^ne  °M  Board  I  do  not  think  it  was  very 
£  ^3jSwsible  to  get  a  hearing  on  the  matter  ; 
Ijplbt  the  question  has  developed  enor- 
w  doosly  since  both  in  France  and  America. 
»  ;y%hink  the  House  and  the  country  have  a 

"it  to  know  what  the  First  Lord, 
Ivised  as  he  is  by  the  best  expert  evi- 
lce,  thinks  is  the  true  policy  to  be 
sued  by  this  country.  One  other  word 
__  entirely  general  interest.  Not  a  single 
**%emark  has  been  made  to-night  so  far  as  I 
■  ^4taow  about  the  alarming  growth  of  this 
5:!Wote.  This  is  the  master  Vote  of  the 
aiNavy  Estimates ;  it  controls  all  other 
*.  Votes;  and  if  it  is  increased  all  the  other 
-    Votes  must  necessarily  be  increased,  and 

*  yet  not  one  word  has  been  said  on  either 
>:  side  of  the  House  about  the  tremendous 
f     prospect  opened  out  to  us.     Let  me  read 

*  one  or  two  figures.     Eleven  years  ago  the 
Shipbuilding  Vote  stood  at  £4,300,000  in 

-  a  total  Navy  Estimate  of  £13,000,000— 
or  in  a  normal  year  when  there  was  no 
particular  fluctuation,  a  proportion  of  four 
to  thirteen.  In  1894-5  the  Shipbuilding 
J^Vote  had  increased  to  £7,300,000— 
or  nearly  double  out  of  a  total  Navy 
Estimate  of  £18,400,000.  Where  are  we 
now  ?  I  am  taking  no  account  of  the 
additional  Estimates  which  the  First  Lord 
will  lay  on  the  Table  by  and  by;  but 
this  year  the*  Shipbuilding  Vote  is 
£13,100,000,  very  near  the  total  Navy 
Estimate  of  1888-9  ;  and  the  total  Navy 
Estimate  this  year  has  reached  the 
alarming  figure  of  £28,500,000,  although 
that  is  not  by  any  means  so  large 
as  it  must  become  through  the 
natural  consequences  of  the  Shipbuilding 
Vote.  If  we  had  the  same  numerical 
proportion  as  we  had  in  normal  times,  we 
should  have  in  ten  years,  oven  if  not  a 


penny  were  added  to  the  Shipbuilding 
Vote,    a      total      Navy      Estimate       of 
|  £40,000,000.     No  one  can,  at  the  present 
i  moment,  gain  anjr  sort  of  popularity  by 
i  calling    attention    to  this   enormous    ex- 
I  penditure ;  indeed  he  may  possibly  suffer 
!  personal     damago    in    doing     so.       But 
|  surely  those  responsible,  however  strongly 
•  they   may  believe  in  the  necessity  of  a 
|  powerful  Navy,  should  have  the  courage 
to  point  out  to  the  people  the  enormity  of 
!  the  expenditure  now    reached,   and    the 
prospect  of  a  still  greater  expenditure  to 
be  reached  in  future.     There  is  only  one 
other  point  I  desire  to  refer  to,  and  that 
is  that  the  benefit  of  the  thirty  millions 
sterling  we   are    now  spending    on    the 
Navy  accrues  as  much  to  our  self-governing 
colonies   as   it  does   to   Ireland  or  Scot- 
land.    Ireland    and    Scotland    stand    to 
the  United  Kingdom  numerically  in  about 
the    same    proportion  as  Australia    and 
|  Canada,  and  yet  Australia  and  Canada  do 
not  contribute  one  farthing  towards  the 
Imperial   naval   expenditure.     The   only 
people     who     have    proposed    to    pay 
a    scintilla    of      its    great      obligation 
towards     naval      expenditure      is      the 
despised    Jminority     of     Cape     Colony. 
I   venture   to   say  that  at    the    present 
moment,  having  regard  to  the  state   of 
our  colonies  and  their  feelings  towards  us, 
it  would  not  be  inopportune  to  suggest 
to  them  that  they  are  rich,  richer  than 
many  of  those  who  have  to  contribute  to- 
wards the  naval  expenditure  in  this  country, 
and  that  they  should  contribute.     Why 
should  Australia  have  a  free  Navy  pro- 
vided for  it  at  the  expense  of  the  poorest 
washerwoman  in    Ireland   or   Scotland  ? 
For  every  million  we  are  voting  to-night 
another  quarter  of  a  million  will  be  re- 
quired,  and   it   is   only   right   that   our 
colonies  should  contribute  to  our  naval 
expenditure. 

*Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  said  he  did  not  propose  to 
follow  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  addressed  the  House,  but  to  come 
back  to  the  question  of  the  water-tube 
boilers.  As  a  shipowner  of  some  ex- 
perience he  might  say  that  water-tube 
boilers  had  both  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages, and  if  we  were  wrong  using 
them  in  our  Navy  other  countries  who 
had  followed  our  lead  in  this  matter  were 
also  wrong,  so  that  there    need  be  no 


331  Supply— 

alarm  in  the  matter.  In  this  regard  he 
was,  however,  bound  to  except  two 
countries.  Tho  United  States  of  America 
had  not  blindly  followed  our  lead  in  this 
matter,  and  our  German  friends  did  not 
rely  upon  the  water -tube  boilers  altogether, 
and  in  their  later  and  newer  vessels  were 
placing  boilers  of  roth  kinds.  The  right 
ton.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  had  rather  disarmed  criticism 
by  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  tho  matter, 
and  although  ho  (Mr.  Maclver)  felt  a 
great  deal  of  sympathy  with  him,  he 
was  not  much  in  favour  of  this 
Committee.  He  did  not  think  this 
Committee  would  discover  anything 
further  than  would  be  ascertained  by 
spending  a  few  days  at  Newhaven  or 
Dieppe.  He  thought  we  should  en- 
deavour to  obtain  information  as  to  tho 
merits  and  the  demerits  of  the  Belleville 
filers  wherever  we  could.  The  Great 
Western  Kailway,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, possessed  several  steamers,  and  a 
short  time  previously  ho  inquired  of 
the  marine  superintendent  as  to  the 
working  of  these  boilers.  That  gentleman 
had  previously  been  in  the  service  of  the 
London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Rail- 
way, whoso  steamers,  with  those  of  the 
Chemin  de  Fer  do  l'Ouest,  worked  tho 
service  with  Dieppe,  and  informed  him 
that  the  Belleville  boilers  ran  for  about 
a  fortnight  and  then  that  the  French 
steamers  so  fitted  were  laid  up  for 
some  six  or  seven  weeks,  whilst  tho 
other  form  of  boilers  gave  no  trouble 
whatever.  The  Belleville  boilers  had  had 
a  most  exhaustive  trial  in  the  British 
mercantile  marine,  and  had  been  dis- 
carded. They  were  a  constant  source  of 
trouble,  and  did  not  appear  to  have  the 
advantages  that  were  claimed  for  them, 
and,  except  in  tho  case  of  one  shipping 
company,  there  was  no  one  of  any  im- 
portance connected  with  tho  mercantile 
marine  who  had  persevered  with  water- 
tube  boilers  of  any  kind.  Those  who 
were  engaged  in  the  shipping  trade  wore 
not  all  fools,  but  men  who  understood 
their  business,  and  had  these  boilers 
possessed  any  of  the  advantages  which 
were  claimed  for  them  they  would  be 
foundin  the  mercantile  marine;  but,  except 
in  the  steamers  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Hull,  there  was  hardly  a  water-tube 
boiler  of  any  kind  in  any  trading  steamship 
in  the  country.  He  wished  to  qualify  his 
remarks  by  saying  that,  although  he  did 
Mr.  David  Maclver. 
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not  believe  in  the  Belleville  boOm  i 
slightest,  he  did  thoroughly  bdietti 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  ik 
given  his  best  attention  to  the  sibjw, 
there  was  anything  wrong  in  the  ■ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wux 
blame,"  but  the  professional  idritt 
which  he  had  been  assisted,  audita 
also  true  as  regarded  the  Secretary* 
Admiralty  and  the  Junior  Lord  Qui 
was  beyond  dispute ;  in  many  pooai 
Navy  did  not,  as  regards  mod  41 
everyday  work,  differ  materially  fnafl 
mercantile  marine,  and  if  in  theexpo^ 
of  the  mercantile  marine  then  bdj 
had  proved  to  be  what  they  were  rf 
to  be,  they  would  not  have  beoi 
carded  as  they  had  been.  Bat  ill 
mercantile  service  they  had  pronli 
be  of  no  use  at  all.  He  had  mm 
slightest  doubt  that  for  many  pn 
water-tube  boilers  were  the  right  i 
— for  destroyers  and  for  small  v» 
for  instance,  but  when  it  came  to  tb 
of  considerable  size  into  which  fotty-i 
boilers  had  to  be  put,  then  that 
48,000  different  things  to  look  after, 
it  was  almost  impossible  for  huma 
to  successfully  do.  He  had  no 
that  tho  Committee  offered  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  a  usefr 
but  the  constitution  of  it  woul< 
difficult  matter.  They  ought  not 
gentlemen  upon  it  who  looked  for 
obtaining  work  from  the  Adi 
There  were  gentlemen  in  the 
representing  constituencies  whei 
building  for  tho  Government  wa 
earned  on,  and  these  also  shoulc 
eluded.  Ha/1  he  represented  Birl 
he  might  not  have  spoken  so 
because  his  former  constituents 
for  the  Admiralty ;  but  now  he 
such  ties.  There  were  other  shi] 
in  the  House  who  could  speak  aa 
done  in  this  matter,  and  he  hop 
great  care  woidd  be  taken  in  the 
tution  of  tho  Committee. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :   I  quite  adn 

the  constitution  of  the  Committee 

a  verv  difficult  matter,  but  I  trust 

I  may  be  able  to  satisfy  the  public. 

I  same  time  I  would  like  to  give  one  * 

!  to  the  House.     Almost  everyone  \ 

spoken,  while  accepting  the  Con 

and  expressing  satisfaction  at  its  a 

ment,   seemed   to  wish  to  expat 

inquiry  further    and    further    in 
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Wle  arrangements  of  the  Admiralty. 
T*f  I  want  to  see  myself  is  a 
C^-fcxoal  Committee  which  can  practically 
K  ^writh  the  questions  before  them,  and 
L<csIb.  would  not  be  tempted  by  the  con- 
S9»K~^ktion  of  any  side  issue  to  delay 
Aing  with  the  subject  upon  which  the 
>lic  most  desires  their  decision.  It  is 
-fcXmat  reason  that  I  wish  to  have  prac- 
bl.  men  and  men  able  to  see  those 
■*«*:x-s  at  work.  There  is  one  point  upon 
B»4C*k=i  I  did  not  lay  sufficient  emphasis,  and 
is  the  question  of  the  Niclausse  versus 

*  Jbielleville  boiler  which  has  been  raised, 
that  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Admi- 

**   are  not   wedded   to  the   Belleville 
*t,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are 
*4B  to  introduce  the  Niclausse  boiler  in 
i  ships.     I  am  only  dealing  with  the 
*t*fc«ntion  that  the  water-tube  system  is 
^V^celf  wrong.     It  is  true — and  this  I 
the  Committee  to  understand — that 
Bjh  the  Niclausse  boiler  differs  from 
elleville  in  important  technical  par- 
liars,  it  does  not  differ  from  it  in  the 
teral  principle.     The  Niclausse  boiler  is 
aost  the  same  as  the  Belleville  boiler, 
Kcept  that  when  required  you  can  take  out 
i  whole  of  the  tubes,  which  you  cannot 
)  in  the  Belleville  boiler.     It  is  in  these 
all  technical  improvements  that  it  is  so 
luch   better  than    the  Belleville  boiler. 
am   afraid    that  I  cannot   gratify  the 

*  Natural  curiosity  that  is  felt  in  regard  to 
fc  l&at  matter.  The  hon.  Member  said  that 
fc  we  ought  to  make  experiments,  and 
\'«At  the  same  time  he  pointed  out  the 
■~S  enormous  importance  of  submarine  boats. 

If  we  are  to  make  experiments  we  are  not 

foing  to  disclose  the  results,  which  we 
elieve  might  reuound  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  our  competitors  than  our- 
selves. If  we  are  to  induce  shipbuilders 
to  put  their  mind  into  the  building  of 
submarine  boats,  we  must  not  make 
known  what  has  been  done  to  nations 
which  might  have  the  greatest  use  for 
these  boats.  I  do  not  propose  publicly 
to  declare  whether  the  Admiralty  believe 
in  submarine  boats  or  not.  I  must  ask 
the  House  to  excuse  me.  Of  course  we 
do  not  wish  to  encourage  or  discourage 
other  nations  by  stating,  as  hon.  Mem- 
bers wish  us  to  state,  how  great  would 
be  the  danger  of  these  submarine 
boats  to  ourselves.  The  House 
will  allow  me  to  be  extremely  reticent  on 
the  subject.  My  hon.  friend  said  these 
boats  would  be  easily  able  to  threaten 
battleships  in  our  dockyards  on  this  side 
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of  the  Channel.  I  must  add  one  observa- 
tion— that  we  do  not  neglect  submarine 
boats.  Wc  know  all  about  them.  We 
take  care  that  we  inform  ourselves  of 
every  experiment,  and  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain the  details  of  every  boat  introduced  ; 
and  if  we  do  not  make  the  experiments 
ourselves,  the  experiments  of  other 
countries  are  useful  to  us.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  asked  me  with 
regard  to  the  destroyers  which  we  pur- 
chased. They  are  not  more  expensive 
than  those  we  have  built.  I  need  only 
say  that  the  cost  is  about  £50,000,  the 
same  as  we  pay  for  other  destroyers,  and 
that  they  are  of  the  best  and  newest  class 
of  thirty  knots.  I  think  the  House  will 
feel  that  this  debate  has  extended  long 
enough. 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Barnsley):  I  do  not  desire  to  pro- 
long the  discussion  of  the  subject  now 
before  the  House,  but  I  wish  to  ask  for 
information  on  two  points.  I  believe  that 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  there  is  a 
genuine  desire  in  regard  to  water-tube 
boilers  that  the  whole  question  should  be 
investigated  and  their  efficiency  or  other- 
wise  clearly  demonstrated.  I  would  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
it  is  true  that  the  Committee,  the  appoint- 
ment of  which  we  have  all  welcomed,  will 
have  power  to  require  that  ships  in 
Her  Majesty's  Navy  of  every  class 
shall  promptly  be  subjected  to  practi- 
cal tests  for  a  sufficient  period  to  demon- 
strate whether  or  not  the  Belleville 
boilers  with  which  they  are  fitted  are 
efficient  or  otherwise.  In  the  next  place 
I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  declaration 
made  in  this  House  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  they  would  place  gun- 
boats on  the  inland  waterways  of  China 
to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of 
British  traders.  When  I  visited  the 
Upper  Yang-tsze  a  short  time  ago  I 
found  the  two  gunboats  sent  to  patrol 
that  part  were  deficient  both  as  regards 
steaming  power  and  construction  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  intended. 
I  am  desired  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  this  im- 
portant question  in  view  of  the  grave 
situation  in  China  to-day,  when  the  lives 
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and  property  of  British  subjects  are 
seriously  endangered  not  only  on  the 
Upper  Yang-tsze,  but  throughout  every 
quarter  of  China.  The  two  gunboats 
sent  to  patrol  the  Upper  Yang-tsze  are 
only  able  to  steam  eleven  knots,  and 
they  have  twin  screws  instead  of  paddle 
wheels. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  What  does  the  hon. 
Member  mean  by  "patrol  the  Upper 
Yang-tsze  "  ? 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  To  patrol 
the  Yang-tsze  from  Ichang  upwards. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  These  boats  were 
never  constructed  for  that  purpose. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  The  pledge 
given  by  the  Government  was  to  put 
boats  on  the  inland  waterways  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  British  trade. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  will  explain  to 
the  hon.  Member.  These  vessels  were 
not  built  for  the  purpose.  They  were 
built  for  the  general  purpose  of  river  ser- 
\ice  in  China  ;  but  when  it  was  decided 
that  the  gorges  should  be  ascended,  these 
two  gunboats  were  given  the  task,  not- 
withstanding that  they  were  not  specially 
built  for  it.  At  some  risk,  they  under- 
took to  ascend  the  gorges,  and  they 
succeeded  in  going  up. 

*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  I  wilt  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
view  of  the  pledge  given  by  the 
Government,  that  British  gunboats  should 
be  placed  on  the  inland  waterways  of 
China  for  the  protection  of  British  trade, 
and  in  view  of  his  declaration  that  the 
"Woodcock"  and  the  "  Woodlark  "  are 
unsuitable  for  patrolling  the  upper  part 
of  the  Yang-tsze,  whether  he  has  included 
in  the  Estimates  the  sum  required  for 
building  suitable  gunboats  in  point 
of  steaming  power  and  construction 
for  that  service,  especially  in  view 
of  the  serious  danger  to  the  lives 
of  British  subjects  in  that  quarter. 
There  is  at  present  one  steamer  at  Chung- 
king, and  I  hope  that  in  view  of  the 
present  emergency  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  may  be  able  to  say  that  he  is 
favourably  considering  the  offer  made  to 

Mr.  Joseph  JValtm. 


him  of  that  boat,  and  so  seeing 
there  shall  be  one  steamer  on  the  h 
Yang-tsze  able  to  afford  some  proij 
for   the  lives  and    property  of  ftj 

subjects. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Yes,  the*  k 
been  some  negotiations  for  the  pari 
of  that  steamer. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £4,139,100,  for  Shipbuilding 
pairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Materiel 

3.  £2,523,000,  for  Shipbuil(fe 
pairs,  Maintenance,  etc. — Personw 

Mr.  KEARLEY'(Devonport)f 

did     not     know    whether   at  th 

!  (12.25)  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ac 

!  considered  the  opportunity  favoai 

a  long  discussion  on  this  most  ir 

Vote.     In  the  past  they  had  been 

full  and  ample  opportunity  of  A 

it  in  all  its  bearings.     He  sugge* 

the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

as  on  two  previous  occasions,  £ 

Members  an  opportunity  of  goir 

j  and  placing  before  him  their  vie* 

i  various  points  with  which  they  i 

;  deal.     If  he  agreed  to  that   it "  w 

;  be  necessary  to  continue   the  c 

!  now. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  agreed   to  th 
■  tion,  remarking  that    it    would 
;  useful  to  him  to  know   the  view 
;  Members. 

;      Vote  agreed  to. 

j 

J      4.     £793,200  (Additional)  Xa 

j  plementary). 

I  *Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  sai 
j  was  one  question  which  he  wishe 
!  about  this  Vote.  He  did  no 
j  whether  the  question  was  in  ordei 
j  He  did  not  know  whether  this 
!  eluded  payments  for  lyddite.  Tl 
l  an  answer  given  to  him  that  daj 
|  representative  of  the  War  O 
•  reference  to  the  naval  lyddite 
i  He  desired  to  ask  whether  the  A< 
j  had  satisfied  themselves  as  to  tin 
j  of  making  picric  acid  for  the  man 
of  lyddite  in  this  country  in  tim€ 
!  Although  he  had  foamed  *  quaatd 
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ibject  he  had  been  unable  to  get  the 
fction  he  desired.     There   appeared 
&  accounts  a  sum  of  £16,000  for  lyd- 
aliells  in  times  of  peace.     Up  to  very 
i/fcly  picric  acid  was  not  made  in  this 
fc-fcTy  at  all.     The  answer  he  obtained 
*t>liat  it  was  possible  to  store  it  against 
£       of     war,    but    as    he    understood 
Lcs    acid    would    not    keep    for    any 
ih     of     time,     and    that    being    so 
"%?vas     of     urgent     importance     that 
g*TT«  should  be  plant  and  machinery  in 
j*m     country  adequate  to  the   strain    to 
**Ach  we  should  bo  put  in  time  of  war. 
-^^LOther  point  upon  which  he  desired  in- 
formation, and  which  was  of  the  first  im 
^^rtance,  was  as  to  the  reserve  of  guns. 
■j^^  the  early  portion  of  the  session,  the 
**^4jht  hon.  Gentleman  discussed  the  posi- 
^^Sfeon  of  the  reserve  of  naval  guns,  and 
^„X»    knew    that  where    four    guns  were 
^jjtodc  for  a  ship  in  the  past,  there  are  now 
J^ljlhre — that  was  to  say,  that  one  extra  gun 
^  %ras  made  for  every  ship.     That  was  not 
*    m    true     reserve.       It     was     absolutely 
^ttecessary    for    us    to     have    a    greater 
^Teserve  of  guns  than  any    other  rower, 
^  as,  owing  to  the  use  of  cordite,  there  was 
rT  a  very  much  greater  erosion  than  before. 
x  He  doubted  whether  the  amount  in  this 
*"    Vote  for  a  reserve  of  guns  was  sufficient, 
as  he  could  not  but  think  that  in  the  face 
of  the  greater  erosion  of  guns  that  reserve 
ought  to  be  very  much  increased.     Full 
charges  were  never  fired  from  the  guns  in 
times  of  peace,  and  even  then  the  erosion 
was  great,  but  in  times  of  war,  when  full 
charges  were   used,  the    life    of  a  naval 
gun  was  very  short. 


Admiral  FIELD  did  not  wish  to 
prolong  the  debate,  and  therefore  pro- 
posed that  Report  might  be  taken  to- 
morrow, when  discussion  could  be  allowed. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  noticed  that  the 
reserve  for  cordite  was  £28,000.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  that  was  the 
full  estimate  for  the  total  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  reserve  at  different  stages. 
He  was  delighted  to  find  that  the  Admi- 
ralty had  become  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
considering  the  reserve  of  warlike  stores. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  N.) 
said  that  throughout  the  whole  discus- 
sion which  had  taken  place  no  doubt  had 


been  thrown  upon  the  capacity  of  the 
Government  to  deal  with  .these  matters. 
In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth,  he  might  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  necessary  to  provide  a 
reserve  of  warlike  stores  adequate  to  their 
needs.     The  £709,000  was  a  balance. 


*Sir  J.  COLOMB:  This  £709,000  is 
part  of  the  total  Estimate  that  is 
required. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  Yes. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  complained 
that  the  Estimate  did  not  show  the  pro- 
portion of  guns  in  reserve.  His  point 
was  that  the  reserve  of  twelve-inch  guns 
was  deficient. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  guns  were  made  for  new  ships 
before  they  were  able  to  receive  them, 
and  that  in  itself  constituted  a  very  good 
reserve.  As  to  the  twelve-inch  guns,  all 
the  guns  had  been  carefully  gone  through 
as  to  their  calibre. 

Admiral  FIELD  said,  as  his  suggestion 
had  not  been  taken  before  the  Vote  went 
through,  he  desired  to  have  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cordite  explosion  on  board 
the  "  Revenge,"  and  also  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  supply. of  armour  piercing 
projectiles  and  shells,  which  he  was 
informed  was  very  short.  He  also  under- 
stood that  while  the  French  had  a  shell 
which  would  pierce  our  armour,  we  had 
not  one  which  would  pierce  theirs. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

5.  £267,100,  Admiralty  Office. 

*Sir  J.  COLOMB  pointed  out  that  it 
was  now  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  and 
that  was  the  hour  at  which  it  was  proposed 
to  discuss  this  Vote,  which  was  the  only 
one  upon  which  general  questions  as  to 
the  training  of  officers,  etc.,  could  be 
raised.  He  did  not  want  to  trouble  the 
House  at  so  late  an  hour,  but  at  the 
same  time  there  were  several  points 
upon    which    he    dea\Tfc&    \\vIwii&\»vhv 
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the  House. 


and  therefore  he  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  prepared 
to  take  the  Report  stage  at  a  more 
reasonable  time. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  am  most  anxious  to  meet  my  hon. 
friend,  but,  looking  at  the  position  in 
which  I  am  placed,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  possible  to  do  as  he  suggests,  and  I 
should  only  be  doing  him  an  injustice  if 
I  made  the  promise  he  asks  for. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  supposed  that 
under  those  circumstances  he  would 
have  to  make  his  observations  as 
short  as  possible,  and  confine  them 
to  one  point.  It  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Committee  that  he  had 
put  a  question  as  to  the  amount  of 
sea  service  which  was  done  by  officers 
in  training  in  the  Channel  and  Medi- 
terranean Squadrons,  and  he 
that      question 

that    the     sea     service     was     .  . 

short.     There  was  too  much  training  oa  I  selv,es  for  ^  dutiesf  *V  woul 

shore,   and    too    little   training    at    sea.    Perfonu\    ^  view  of  the  numb. 

He  had  asked  a  question  as  to  the  amount  i ,n  cora™ssl<>n  *nd  th«  **w  dis»st 

of  time  spent  at   sea   and  on    shore  by  i  any  want  of  seamanship  in   the 

Admirals   from  the   time  of  their  being  \  did  not  think  it  was   proved  t 

appointed  lieutenants,  and  his  right  hon.  '.  was  any  falling  off  in  our   nava 

friend  replied  that  it  was  not  possible  to  !  There  might  be  less  good   sail-v 

give  an  account  of  an  Admiral's  training  in  j  in  regard  to  the  qualities   of  sc 

tnat  way.      The  present  Commander-in- 

Chief  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  had  only 

six  or  seven  years  service  afloat  in  thirty 

years.     He  would  shut  up  the  discussion 

at  once  if   his  right   hon.    friend   would 

promise  a  Return  showing  the   sea  and  \ 

shore  services  of  the  different  Admirals  I 

whose  flags  were  flying,  and  the  amount  j 

of  time  they  had  spent  at  sea  since  pro-  i 

motion  to  lieutenants.     This  question  was  ! 

agitating  the  service  very  much.     It  was 

a  burning  question  in  every  service  club,  ; 

and  on  board  of  every  ship.     He  hoped  ! 

the  First  Lord  would  give  him  the   in 

formation  he    asked   on    simple  matters 

of  fact. 


because  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eshf 
was  unwilling  to  give  the  ami 
demanded  by  the  ground  kndkri 
was  most  important  that  the  nifc 
should  be  near  the  Admiralty,  ha 
telegrams  sometimes  arrived  dang 
night  which  required  prompt  atari 

The  Earl  of  DALKEITH 
burghshire)  said  he  sincerely 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  wool 
this  matter  into  serious  consid 
so  that  in  future  the  First  Sc 
might  be  provided  with  a  hoc 
his  work,  where  he  could  at 
the  important  questions  which 
to  be  dealt  with  in  all  parts  of  t 
without  delay. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  in  rep 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  Mc 
Great  Yarmouth,  that  the  pre* 
manders  were  not  one  whit  lc 
manage  their  ships  than  their  pre 
asked  I  The  dashing  young  officers  who 

because"  V'^elieved  j  mand  of  th,e  torPedo  boat  destrc 
far     too  '  ^°*n&  excellent  work,  and  train 


he  thought  the  records  proved  t 

was  no  falling  off  in  the   capaci 

;  officers.     He  promised  to  look 

j  Return  asked  for  by  the  hon.  ai 

Member. 


Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To- 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morn 


In   pursuance  of    the    Ordei 
House  of  the   16th  day  of   thi 
I  July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  tl 
without  Question  put. 


Admiral  FIELD  said  the  First  Sea  | 
Lord  had  been  turned  out  of  his  house  ( 
Sir  J.  Colomb. 


Adjourned  at  ten  mini 


Returns, 
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TE   BILL  BUSINESS. 

OROUGH      AND     DISTRICT 
iAMROADS    BILL. 

amendments    considered,    and 


iURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
^TER  BILL  [Lords]. 

•  (Queen's  consent  signified) ; 
lird  time,   and  passed,    with 

s. 

DISTRICT  WATER  (TRANS- 
FER) BILL  [Lords]. 

ied,   considered;  to  be  read 
ae. 

f RES   AND    ROSARIO  RAIL- 
WAY  BILL  [Lorda[]. 

2A    RAILWAY    COMPANY, 
IITED,  BILL  [Lords]. 

PATENT  BILL  [Lords]. 

cond  time,  and  committed. 

LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
iS  (No.  7)  BILL  [Lords]. 

third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out. 

*  BOARD  PROVISIONAL  I 
CONFIRMATION  (LONDON)  I 
Is].  | 
That  in  the  case  of  the  Edu- 1 
I  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 1 
>n)  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  I 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  i 
lave  leave  to  proceed  with  the  i 
:ow. — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  I 

JORPORATION  BILL  [Lords].  l 

STERN  RAILWAY  (STEAM  I 
SELS)    BILL    [Lords].  ' 

with  Amendments ;  Keports  I 
he  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    ' 

PALTHAMSTOW,    AND   EP-  ' 

EST  RAILWAY  (ABANDON-  ; 

LL. 

without  amendment ;  Report 

he  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ASTERN   RAILWAY  BILL 

[Lords], 
with  Amendments;  Report 
ae  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
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RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  8). 
Sir  Lewis  M'Iver  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills, 
That  Mr.  Nicholson,  one  of  the  Members 
of  the  said  Committee,  was  not  present 
during  the  sitting  of  the  Committee  this 
day 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GLASGOW   DISTRICT    TRAMWAYS 
BILL    [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Glasgow  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords], 
of  the  present  session,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills. 
—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 
Petition   from  Oban,   against;    to    lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARIES    BILL. 
Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE     OF     INTOXICATING    LIQUORS 
ON     SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petition  from  Saltney,  in  favour;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIQUORS 
BILL. 


SALE     OF     INTOXICATING 
TO   CHILDREN   (No.   2) 

Petition  from  Chester,  in  favour;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


SUNDAY    CLOSING    (MONMOUTH- 
SHIRE)   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Chester ;  and 
Saltney  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT, 
1897  (ARMY  AND  NAVY  SERVICE) 
(MEN    EMPLOYED). 

Return  [presented  16th  July]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  282.] 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  (CORK). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
President  for  the  Session  1899-1900,  with 
Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 
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LOCAL  TAXATION  (IRELAND) 
RETURNS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Returns  for  a 
portion  of  the  year  1898-9  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN    WATER    SUPPLY 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Maps,  Plans,  and 
Diagrams  to  accompany  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  and  Report  of  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  the  water  supply  within 
the  limits  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  17th  July;  Mr.  Jiiichie];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  283.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2474  to  2478  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE    REPORTS     (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  534  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EAST    INDIA    REVENUE    ACCOUNTS. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Accounts 
and  Papers  which  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  in  this  Session  of  Parliament 
relating  to  the  Revenues  of  India  be  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon 
Thursday  the  26th  day  of  thi3  instant 
July,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee.— (Secret ai-y  Lord  George  Hamilton.) 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Piemen tary  Education 
Bill :  —Mr.  Loder,  Viscount  Cranborne, 
and  Colonel  Milward  ;  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution  :  Mr.  H.  S.  Poster,  Mr. 
Yerburgh,  and  Mr.  Flower. 


Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  ta{ 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  fa  fc 
discharged  the  following  Memfafa 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Uti 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Ptaefa 
The  Lord  Advocate,  ana  had  im 
in  substitution :  Mr.  T.  W.  RuadT 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  AC1 
AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL 

Order  for  Second  Reading  real, 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 

VOLUNTEERS  BILL  [Lonty 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read 

The  UNDER  SECRETAK 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wy 
Dover) :  This  BiU  has  been  fa 
advance  two  objects  of  important 
third  object  which,  though  und< 
of  importance,  is,  as  I  hope  to  b< 
prove  to  the  House,  rather  a  n 
method  and  of  the  convenience,  e 
and  economy  which  will  be  derr 
it.  I  cannot  better  explain  the  l 
the  first  object  of  the  Bill  or  sul 
arguments  in  its  favour  letter 
referring  to  the  Report  of  th 
Committee  which  sat  on  the  Y 
Acts  in  1894,  for,  in  the  first  p 
propose  to  act  upon  the"  recommei 
unanimously  arrived  at,  of  th* 
mittee.  It  was  a  strong  Commit 
chairman  being  the  hon.  Mem 
Hanley,  at  that  time  the  Financi 
tary  of  the  War  Office  in  the  late 
ment,  and  it  included  many  Men 
the  House  who  are,  I  think,  well 
to  be  regarded  as  authorities  in 
affecting  the  Auxiliary  forces,  sue 
hon.  and  gallant  Members  for 
Rath,  Sheffield,  Lichfield,  Is 
and  Leith  District.  This  is  ho 
described  what  is  the  first  ob 
our  Bill.  They  first  recite  t 
sent  liability  to  actual  military 
as  it  stands  in  the  Voluntee 
Section  17  of  the  Volunteer  Act  < 
provides  that  in  cases  of  actual  or 
bended  invasion  in  any  part  of  the 
Kingdom,  the  occasion  being  co 
cated  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia 
Parliament  is  sitting,  or  declared  ii 
cil  and  notified  by  proclamation  if 
ment  is  not  sitting,  "  Her  Majesi 
call  out  the  Volunteer  corps  of  the 
tive  counties  or  of  any  of  them,  foi 
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service."     Upon  that  the  Corn- 
found,  in  the  following  words — 
ere  was  practical  unanimity  expressed 
^fce  national  security  might  be  seriously 
*"^ed  under    conceivable   circumstances 
short  of  actual    or    apprehended   in- 

^Jommittee  then  went  on  to  say — 

"our  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  lan- 
&  employed  in  the  Reserve  Forces  Act  of 
Section  12,  and  in  the  Militia  Act  of  the 
^  year,  under  which  the  Army  Reserve  men 
r^^jL&able  to  be  called  out  for  service  and  the 
^^fc^taia  to  be  embodied  in  case  of  imminent 
^^Aonal  danger  or  grave  emergency,  might  be 
*"•!*  fittingly  adopted." 

^5tose  are  the  words  which  we  propose  to 
^^G&etitute  in  the  Volunteer  Act  for  the 
*^ittrds  which  call  for  a  declaration  of  ap- 
>3^ehended  invasion.  Not  only  was  the 
iL^jwport  of  the  Committee  unanimous,  but 
^jjj  the  next  year — 1895 — several  members 
^li  the  Committee  in  the  course  of  debate 
j^%Kpressed  great  regret  that  the  Govern- 
^  3ftfent  of  the  day  had  not  adopted  their 
*  %ieeommendations ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
^i»r  Hanley  who  had  presided  over  the 
^Committee,  and  who  was  at  the  time  a 
^Member  of  the  Government,  while 
^defending  the  proposals  which  the  Govern- 
'  anient  did  bring  in,  used  these  words — 
?■=■      "  He  hoped  that  none  of  the  recommenda- 

-  tions  of  the  Committee  would  be  lost  sight  of, 

-  and  he  joined  with  those  who  regarded  this 
Bill  merely  as  an  instalment." 

So  that  this  proposal  to  substitute  the 
'.  words  I  have  recited  for  those  in  the  Act, 
7  were  unanimously  recommended  six  years 
ago ;  and  a  year  later  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee,  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  responsible  for  the  War  Office, 
declared  that  what  they  did  then  must  be 
considered  merely  as  an  instalment. 
Therefore  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  is  a 
new  plot  to  revolutionise  the  character  of 
the  V olunteer  force.  It  is,  in  my  opinion, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  others  who  have 
studied  the  force,  rather  a  somewhat 
belated  step  which  is  necessary  if  the 
Volunteer  forces  are  to  be  put  in  a  posi- 
tion to  discharge  the  primary  functions 
which  they  exist  to  perform.  It  cannot 
be  said  that  the  circumstances  which  were 
conceivable  six  years  ago  have  not  been 
more  fully  present  to  our  minds  in  the 
early  months  of  this  year  than  in  any 
recent  period  of  our  history.  I  do  not 
base  myself  on  this  Report  alone,  although 
its  weight  and  authority  can  hardly  be 
disputed,  but  I  rest  myself  also  upon  the 
experience  of  the  last  year,  and  I  may 
almost  say  of  the  last  two  years. 
I  submit  that  no  Government,  during  a 


period  of  emergency  when,  perhaps,  the 
Ambassador  accredited  to  this  Court  from 
a  foreign  country  was  in  daily  conference 
with  the  Foreign  Minister  in  this  country 
— no  Government  at  such  a  period  would 
declare  by  Royal  proclamation  that  they 
had  apprehension  of  an  invasion,  because 
such  a  declaration  would  paralyse  diplo- 
macy and  precipitate  the  very  thing  they  - 
wished  to  avoid.     But  if  that  is  so,  what 
is  the  necessary  consequence  1     It  is  that 
you    cannot    mobilise    your  Volunteers 
until   an   invasion  takes   place.     If  the 
Government   cannot  and  will   not  issue 
the  proclamation  which  is  necessary  be- 
cause  of  diplomatic  considerations,  then 
when    it    is    issued    you   will    have  to 
mobilise  your  Volunteers  in  camp  to  per- 
form all  those  operations  which  have  been 
found  more  difficult  than   ever    before. 
You   will  have  to  turn   them    into    an 
effective  field  army  in  forty-eight  hours. 
It  cannot  be  done.     It  is  not  fair  either 
to  the  Government,  or  to  the  Volunteers 
themselves,  who  have   shown   so    much 
capacity,  to  ask  them  to  take  the  field 
against    invasion   without  some  two  or 
three  weeks    of    necessary  preparation. 
Again,      we     have     not     dashed     into 
this.     It  is  not  an  attempt  to   legislate 
hurriedly  at  the  end  of  the  session.     A 
conference   was  called  in  April  last  of 
many    representative     officers     of     the 
Volunteer  corps,  and  not  merely  of  those 
who  represent  the  London  Volunteers. 
There  were  four  repsesentatives  of  the 
North-Eastern    district,    three    of     the 
North- Western,  one  of  the  Eastern,  one 
of  the  Western,  one  of  the  South-Eastern, 
three   of  Scotland,  and  only  three  from 
London.       These     sixteen    commanding 
officers  of  Volunteers  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  this  change  ought  forth- 
with to  be  made.     There  are  other  Mem- 
bers of  this  House,  such  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant    Member  for    Kilmarnock,   who 
concur,  and  it  is,  indeed,  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  the  Volunteer  com- 
manding officers  in  this  country.     There 
have  been  only  two  objections,  so  far  as 
I  have  heard;    one  is  so  frivolous  that 
perhaps  I  ought  not  to  trouble  the  House 
with  it.     It  is  said  that  this  Committee 
did  not  recommend  legislation,  but  if  one 
turns  to  the  Report  it  will  be  seen  that 
that  remark  is  applicable  to  only  one  sub- 
ject— the  calling  out  of  the  Volunteers  to 
aid    the    civil     power.       It    is    evident 
that  for  the  rest  legislation  was  recom- 
mended.    Another    o\>\fccX\ow  Y»»  \fc«a 
that,  if  this  Bi\\  passes,  SX»  NrJW^^ssS&fc 
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for    the    Government    to    call    out  the '  guns,  and   to   look  after  the 
Volunteers    without     being     under    the  ;  mines  for  which  this  country  W 
obligation     of     summoning    Parliament :  go  much   money  of  recent  veto. 
within  ten  days.     But  that  has  always  :  garrisons  of  these  forts  require  7,506 
been  true  of  our  Volunteer  Act,  although  =  out  of  the  35,000  garrison  artflkry 
this  House  somewhat  jealously  restricted  j  this  country,    and   I  do  submit  t 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  in  matters  of  j  that  money  will  be  wasted  and 
defence,  actuated  by  memories  of  dangers  j  patriotism  and  devotion  to  duty  of 
which  are  long  past — dangers  harlxnired  j  men  will  be  wasted  too,  unless  the 
in   the  minds    of  the  Whigs — lest  the  I  sees  fit  to  give  this  enabling  poi 
Crown  should  use  the  Army  to  oppress   which  the  Government  now  ask.  It 
the    people — dangers    harboured  in   the 
minds  of  the  Tories — lost  it  should   be 
used  to   entangle   the  country  in  Conti- 
nental combinations.     But  those  dangers, 
which  were  real  at  one  time,  were  killed 
and     buried    by    our 
200  years    ago.      If 
perform    ceremonial    rights    over    their 
graves,  I  have  no  objection  to  move  the 
necessary  Amendment ;  but  I  consider  it 
to  be  perfectly  idle.     But,  with  or  with- 
out that,  let   us  have  a   measure  which  _  ^ __    _^_ 

will  meet  the  dangers  that  do  actually  j  accept  the  offer  of  any^member  of  a  V 
exist  in  our  own  dav,  and  not  those  :  corps  to  subject  himself  to  one  or  both  of  fc 
of  a  previous  generation.  Then  I  come  ,  following  liabilities  :—(«)  To  be  called  atffcr 
to  the  second  object  of  the  Bill,  and  in  ™ht*V  "™»  at  ^  tim*  et*  m 
order  to  explain  it  I  cannot  do  better  than  !  It  may  be  that  in  order  to  effect  m 
quote  another  passage  from  the  Report  of  j  object  we  have  taken  too  wide  powm> 
the  Committee  which  sat  six  years  ago.  i  but  why  are  the  words  so  wide!  Iti 
They  say i  because  the  Volunteer  Act — the  law  i 

«  t*         t  r    *  *i   4  4.1       ™:.™  ~c  i  the  land  as  it  now  exists — prescribes,  fli 

"  It  may  l>e  expedient  that  the  garrisons  of  ;  .  .,         _.  rm  j^, 

certain  exposed  forts,  to  be  manned  by  Volun-  .  even  circumscribes,  the  occasion  on  wW 

teer  artillery  and  corps  enrolled  for  submarine    a  Volunteer  can  be   used  so   closely  th* 

and  other  coast  defence,  should  be  called  out    without  this  enabling  power  it  18  imp* 

at  a  much  earlier  stage  than  the  language  of  --  *       -  — 

the  Act  would  seem  to  authorise.     It  has  also 

been  suggested  that  the  Secretary  of  State 

.should  be  empowered  to  cull  out  oortions  of 

corps,  and  accept  the  services  of  Volunteers 

proffered  under  circumstances  falling  short  of 

the  great  emergency  contemplated  ;  and  your  i 

Committee  concur  in  thinking  such  an  amend-  ' 


tnr 


be  that,  at  first  sight,  some  exception 
be  taken  to  the  methods  which  we  1 
pursued.      This   enabling  power, 
would  allow  us  to  slip  the  garrison  i 
the    forts  without    making   appak  •] 
ancestors    nearly  j  patriotism,  and  without  having  i 
anyone   wishes  to  ■  called   by  mayors   and  lord  lieuteaaal 
j  and  without  behaving  in  a  way  ittl 
would  be  considered  insane  in  any  obi 
|  country  in  a  period  of  tension  is  given k  | 
Section  2a  of  this  Bill — 

'It  shall    be  lawful   for   Her  MajcrtTi] 


raw 

■r 

Ye 


ment  of  the  law  desirable. 
A  great  deal  has  happened  since  1894. 
There  has  been  a  development  in  the  con- 
struction of  torpedo-boats  among  all  the 
navies  of  the  world.  This  House  has 
authorised  the  expenditure  of  large  sums 
of  money  upon  forts,  search-lights,  and  sub- 
marine mines  to  protect  the  waterways 
which  led  up  to  our  commercial  harbours. 
It  may  not  be  within  the  knowledge  of 
.all  present  that  we  look  to  the  Volunteer 
•Garrison  Artillery  of  this  country,  in 
many  cases  wholly,  and  in  all  cases  mainly, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commercial  ports. 
The  Humber,  the  Tees,  Sunderland,  the 
Tyne,  the  Bristol  Channel,  the  Firth  of 


sible  to  use  a  Volunteer  until  after  the 
issue  of  a  Royal  Proclamation.  Even  3 
the  Act  is  amended  by  Section  1,  it  «il 
still  be  necessary  to  give  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  an  enabling  power  whkk 
will  permit  of  putting  the  garrisons  into 
these  forts.  I  have  laid  before  the 
House  a  Paper  which  indicates  the 
kind  of  regulations  which  might  be  usefnl 
for  the  Volunteers  under  the  Volunteer 
Act  as  amended  by  this  Bill ;  and  as  re- 
gards the  corps  to  garrison  forts,  it  ii 
laid  down  that — 

"  A  niemtor  of  a  Volunteer  corps  may  en- 
tract  to  come  out  for  active  military  service  it 
specified  places  in  ( Treat  Britain  whenever 
summoned  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  to  nerve  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
one  month,  in  the  absence  of  a  Royal  procla- 
mation calling  out  the  Volunteer**  generally ." 

That  is  all  that  is  intended  under  Section 
2a  of  this  Bill  We  must  have  such  an 
enabling  power  to  take  that  step  which  is 


Forth,  the  Tay,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Clyde  requisite  for  national  defence.    It  is  clear 

Are  protected  against  any  sudden  raid  by  that  no  pressure  will   be  needed   to  get 

the  Volunteer  Garrison  Artillery,  who  are  7,500  men  out  of  35,000  to  man  these 

told  otr  to  occupy  the  forts  and  man  the  forts  and  guns.     I  visited  one  of  these 

Mr.  JFi/iitllutiH. 
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during    Whitsuntide,  and    I    can 

^Wue  the  House  that  they  do  get  full 

^S16  for  their  money  in  respect  of  the 

"^^^imteer  Garrison  Artillery.     The  six- 

*^n  commanding;  officers  of  Volunteers 
,^^|lk  whom  I  conferred  were  unanimous  in 
^  Wring  that  this  proposal  should  also  be 
<  ^Ide  law  forthwith.  I  do  not  think  that 
^^i^introducing  the  Bill  I  need  say  more 
K  j^Jthis  stage  on  those  two  objects  of  the 
ti^SL.  I  shall  be  ready  in  Committee  to 
t^Jfbet  in  detail  any  objections  which  may 
^P   urged,  though    I  find  it   difficult  to 

^tiagine  what  objections  could  be  urged 

""~unst  these  proposals  recommended  six 

Mrs  ago  by  a  Committee,  recommended 


j— -animously  by  every    Volunteer  com- 
^pnanding  officer  whom  we  have  consulted, 
^jfari  also,  I  think,  recommended  by  recent 
/(otperience.     I   come   now   to   the   third 
^ftbject  of  this  Bill,  which  I  have  described 
mm  being  rather  a  matter  of  method  and 
^mt    convenience.       The    employment   of 
**:V©lunteers  upon   active  service  is  not  a 
i/new   question.      The  Volunteers  begged 
t  that     a     certain     number     should     be 
E   allowed  to   take   part  in   active   service 
^  in      1878  ;     they     put      forward    the 
~  j  same  request  in  1885 ;  and  letter  after 
^    letter  has  reached  me  from  Volunteers 
e    during  the  last  year  complaining — and  I 
quote  the  language  of  one  letter — that 
.    tney  have  been  snubbed  by  the  military 
authorities.     The  same  requests  were  put 
forward  last  June,  when  some  people — 
though    not    many  —  thought    that   we 
might  be  plunged  into  war,  as  we  were 
eventually.     Again  the  Volunteers  com- 
plained that  they  were  snubbed  by  the 
military    authorities    because    we    were 
not     prepared     to     accept     the     offers 
that    were    made.      The    press    of    the 
country  rang  with  criticisms  against  the 
War  Office  because  it  did   not  at   once 
accept  those  offers.     In  January  it  was 
impossible  to  refuse  these  offers,  not  be- 
cause the  Regular  forces  and  the  Militia 
could  not  have  dealt  adequately  with  the 
situation    in    South    Africa,    but  *  when 
you   are    employing    Regulars,    Militia, 
Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers  from  Canada, 
South  Africa,  and  Australia,  it  was  felt 
that    you    would   be    putting  a  stigma 
on    the     Volunteers     of     this     country 
which     would     affect     the     future     of 
the  corps   if  you    did   not  allow   them 
to     co-operate     with    the    other    forces 
throughout  the  Empire.      Is  it,  or  is  it 
not,  a  legitimate  aspiration  on  the  part  of 
the   Volunteers  that  those  among  them 
who  wish  to  perfect  themselves  by  seeing 


active  service  when  the  whole  Empire 
takes  part  in  fending  off  some  Imperial 
danger  should,  if  they  wish,  take  a  share 
in  the  work  1  Whether  that  aspiration 
is  legitimate  or  not  has  become  an 
academic  question.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  only  practical  question  which  presents 
itself  to  us  as  businesslike  men  is  whetherf 
that  being  so,  the  experiment  should  be 
repeated  under  the  deplorable  conditions 
which  obtained  last  year.  Last  year  we 
had  to  apply  tests  when  every  official  of 
the  War  Office  and  every  officer  in  the 
military  districts  were  overworked.  The 
Volunteers  had  to  shoot  ankle  deep  in 
slush,  or  to  lie  down  in  snow  in  the  fading 
light  of  a  winter  afternoon ;  and  it  is 
ridiculous  to  assent  to  a  proposition  that 
such  offers  are  to  be  accepted,  and  yet  we 
are  not  to  make  businesslike  prepara- 
tion for  testing  in  time  of  peace 
the  men  who  are  willing  to  come 
forward  in  time  of  emergency.  I  know 
it  has  been  said  that  possibly  when 
this  Bill  is  passed  pressure  will  be 
put  on  the  Volunteers.  Pressure  will  be 
avoided.  It  is  when  the  time  of  Imperial 
danger  comes,  when  the  press  is  ringing 
with  patriotic  sentiment,  when  meetings 
are  held  all  over  the  country,  that  pressure 
is  put.  It  is  then,  when  the  authorities 
might  be  disposed  to  accept  such  offers, 
that  many  men  are  of  two  minds  as  to 
whether  they  are  bound  to  volunteer  or 
not.  How  different  would  it  be  if  in 
times  of  peace  and  quiet  those  men  who 
have  two  or  three  years  of  their  lives  to 
devote  to  such  preparation,  who  are  un- 
married, and  have  no  great  responsibili- 
ties, could  register  their  names  and  submit 
themselves  to  the  necessary  tests  and 
enter  into  a  contract  under  such  con- 
ditions as  are  agreeable  to  them,  and  who 
will  be  at  your  call  in  the  event  of  a 
period  of  Imperial  danger  coming  upon 
us  !  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  the 
other  day  said  that  these  matters 
were  of  such  grave  importance  that 
nothing  should  be  done  in  a  hurry.  I 
agree  with  that  view.  It  is  because  we 
wish  to  avoid  hurry  that  we  bring  in  this 
Bill,  because  in  the  one  or  two  years 
during  which  the  Volunteers  of  the 
country  can  discuss  the  terms,  tests,  and 
the  conditions  under  which  they  would 
like  to  see  some  active  service,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  have  a  period 
of  leisure;  and  you  cannot  have  this 
period  of  leisure  unless  the  enabling 
powers  of  this  Bill  are  given  to  the 
Government. 
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Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) :  1 
Would  the  exercise  of  the  option  take  | 
place  on  enrolment  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  At  any  time  in  the 
military  life  of  any  man  if  certain  stan- 
dards were  fulfilled.  1  will  read  a  draft 
of  the  kind  of  regulations  which  could  be 
•issued  if  enabling  powers  wore  conferred — 

"  A  member  of  a  Volunteer  corps  may  con- 
tract to  proceed  on  active  sen-ice  in  any  Dart 
of  the  world  in  a  unit  or  company  formed  of 
V-  luuteers  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
defiued  by  the  terms  of  his  contract.'1 

In  these  words  "  in  a  unit  or  company  " 
which  are  laid  down  here  the  Government 
pledges  itself  to  the  intention  conveyed  by 
the  words.  What  the  Volunteers  want  is 
that  they  should  go  out  as  Volunteers  in 
order  to  gain  some  experience  of  warfare, 
not  to  be  used  as  drafts  or  as  garrisons 
during  a  time  of  Imperial  pressure.  In 
order  to  avoid  misconception  on  that 
point  I  propose  in  Committee  to  move 
an  Amendment  which  will  say  that 
a  particular  Volunteer  can  subject  him 
self  to  the  first  or  both  of  the  liabilities, 
because  I  feel  that  if  a  Volun- 
teer is,  under  the  terms  of  the  Act, 
allowed  to  engage  in  any  part  of 
the  world  without  reference  to  active 
military  service  it  may  be  thought 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  send  Volunteers  to  the  Mediterranean 
or  Ceylon  during  a  period  of  Imperial  un- 
rest. That  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government;  it  is  solely  as  I  have  de- 
scribed it — the  terms  to  be  discussed  and 
the  conditions  to  be  formulated  in  a 
methodical  manner  under  normal  condi- 
tions. The  inconvenience  which  was 
experienced  last  year  can  hardly  be 
imagined.  In  one  case  a  company  of 
Volunteers  was  enrolled,  and  out  of  110 
men  only  38  wore  found  to  conform  to 
the  tests  we  stipulated.  We  had  to  pay 
X5  to  every  one  of  those  110  men.  It 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  men  that  they 
had  been  improperly  passed,  and  you  can- 
not blame  people  for  imperfect  inspection 
if  you  ask  them  to  conduct  the  prelimi- 
naries in  a  time  of  war  instead  of,  more 
properly,  in  a  time  of  peace.  Good  work 
cannot  l)e  done  under  the  emotion  of  the 
moment.  I  read  in  the  press  that  if 
dangers  come  our  Volunteers  and  every 
subject  of  the  Queen  would  patriotically 
place  his  services  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government.  No  doubt,  and  all  credit 
to  them ;  but  it  is  not  fair  to  them 
that  their  services  should  be  accepted 
under   those   conditions.     Emotion    will 


not  do  work  which  can  «b  | 
done  by  method  quietly  applied.  \ 
is  one  of  the  facts  we  have  leirwdSi 
the  past ;  it  is  also  an  intelligent  fi 
for  the  future.  There  is  one  otM| 
sideration  which  I  cannot  refnafc 
submitting.  When  introduce  j 
Army  Estimates  on  12th  Martk/li 
occasion  to  recognise  the  qlo 
patriotism  of  the  colonies  doing 
recent  troubles.  I  deprecated  any  • 
tion  on  our  part.  But  if  there  u 
no  dictation  or  no  solicitation  on  on 
then  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to 
example  to  our  colonies.  All  thedifl 
and  inconveniences  which  we  expe 
were  also  experienced  in  our  < 
The  sudden  summoning  of  men  i 
Volunteers,  and  many  who  are 
testing  of  them,  the  selection  of 
and  the  proper  equipment  during 
of  emergency  were  as  rife  in  the 
as  here.  If  we  are  not  to  6 
dictate,  let  us  set  an  exampL 
colonies,  and  show  them  how  A 
efforts  can  be  co-ordinated  in  turn 
so  as  to  avoid  the  scrambling  ; 
sure  which  obtained  duri 
January.  I  should  be  sorrj 
Act  to  lay  down,  or  attempt 
down,  an  exact  description  of 
of  contract  into  which  such  V 
may  care  to  enter.  It  may  be  t 
the  City  Imperial  Volunteers  co 
they  may  desire  to  enter  i 
an  arrangement  as  would  adi 
similar  course  of  proceeding  si 
other  occasion  arise.  It  may 
some  regiments,  notably  the  L 
Fusiliers,  one  of  the  oldest  in  tl 
which  fought  at  Minden,  and  is 
celebrate  Minden  day  on  1st  Av 
Volunteer  battalion  may  be  ^ 
proud  to  be  associated  more  ii 
with  the  Regulars.  It  may  be 
Volunteers  of  a  county  may  wish 
sent  that  county  by  amalgams 
Volunteers  with  the  battalion, 
be  sorry  to  say  that  any  one 
projects  should  be  adopted  or  d 
All  that  I  ask  is  that  the  han< 
Executive  may  be  unfettered,  so 
time  of  peace  and  leisure  the  v 
the  Volunteers  may  be  gathered  a 
business-like  plan  adopted  for 
effect  to  those  wishes  in  time  of 
I  do  not  think  I  have  anything 
urge.  It  may  be  that,  in  spite 
unanimous  Report,  in  spite  of  t 
rience  of  last  winter,  some  may 
to  construe  this  Act  in  such  a  ¥ 
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» that  the  character  of  our  Volunteer 
will  be  changed  by  these  provisions. 
^"te-     fear    is    not    entertained    by  the 
>>*auiteer  colonels   whom  we  have  con- 
Any    such    madcap    project    is 
►nd  the  power  of  this  or  any  other 
r«rnment.     If    these  suggestions    are 
T.O  the  Government  cannot  take  shelter 
ad  them  in  order  to  evade  its  duty. 
first  two   objects   of  the    Bill  are 
suy   to    the  efficiency  of  national 
fence  ;  and  on  that  question  the  Govern- 
at  must  lead.     It  is  the  duty  of  the 
^JQvernment  to  see  that  the  money  which 
J^^e  nation  has  lavished  on  our  Volunteers 
""^Should  not  be  wasted ;  that  the  insurance 
^  ^rhich  the  country  is  taking  is  a  sound 
^Sae;  that  the  Volunteers,  if  called  upon 
*^JD    defend    our   shores,   shall    be    given 
**>pcflities  for  mobilisation,  in  the  absence 
^3pf  which  their  devotion   will  be  wholly 
*  ^flftst  away.     The  third  point  I  do  not  put 
i  #o    highly,   but   still  I   earnestly   recom- 
^jjifcend  it  to  the  favourable  consideration 
*«of  the  House.    In  this  country  and  in  the 
c^oolonies  there  are  many  men  who  cannot 
r£jafford    the  time   to  enter   the   Regular 
r  Army  or  even  the  Militia,  but  who  still 
r  wish   to  be   ready  against   the   hour  of 
w  .national  danger  and  to  prepare  against 
j    that  hour  by  taking  some  part  in  active 
"military  operations  by  studying  in   the 
only  school,  as  recent  events  have  proved, 
which  is  effective  as  a  preparation  for  the 
military  profession.     You  can  no  longer 
«ay   to  the  Volunteers   of  this  country, 
■**  You-  and  you  only  out  of  all  the  forces 
of  the  Empire  shall  never  see  a  shot  fired 
until  the  enemy  is  at  the  gate  " ;  and  if 
you  cannot  say  that,  it  is  again  the  duty 
of    the  Government    to    see    that  such 
Volunteers  as  wish  it  may  have  a  reason- 
able opportunity  of  business-like  prepara- 
tion.    I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  IVyndham.) 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.)  :  I  desire  to  oppose  this  Bill  on  two 
grounds — first,  on  the  specific  ground  of 
the  proposals  it  contains,  and,  secondly, 
because  its  character  is  such  that  it  should 
not  be  brought  in  as  an  isolated  measure 
at  this  time.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  first  part  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  imagine  there  will  be  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  any  section  of 
this  House  to  the  first  two  clauses.  That 
sixteen    representative  members   of    the 


Volunteer  force  should  have  recommended 
the  introduction  of  a  clause  which  gives 
power  to  prepare,   in   the   only  way  in 
which  preparation  can  be  made,  for  the 
performance  of  the  duty  for  which  Volun- 
teers are  enrolled,  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  for  it  is  idle  to  imagine  that  we  can 
utilise  the  Volunteers  effectively  for  the 
defence  of  our  fortresses  and  our  ports 
without  subjecting  them  to  training  before 
the    actual    demand   is    made    on  their 
services.     It  is  only  to  one  portion  of  the 
second  clause  that  I  object,  and  I  will  give 
my  reasons  as  briefly  as  I  can  for  so  object- 
ing. I  object  first  on  the  merits.     I  do  not 
know  that  that  is  a  fatal  objection,  for 
times  have  changed  and  conditions  have 
changed.     My  special  objection  is  that  it 
is  a  varying  of   the    whole   underlying 
principle  on   which  the  Volunteer  force 
was     originally     raised.      It     was     un- 
doubtedly intended  to  be  a  domestic  force 
for  the  protection  of  this  country  against 
invasion.     Such  an  invasion  was  appre- 
hended in  1859,  and  it  was  to  meet  that 
danger  that  the  Volunteer  force  was  raised. 
I  do  not,   however,  press  that  point,  be- 
cause, after  all,  I  am  one  of  those  who  are 
anxious   that   our  military   organisation 
should  be  varied  to  meet  the  changes  in 
our  situation.     Still,  I  think  the  necessity 
must  be  clearly  shown  before  Parliament 
is  justified  in  so  fundamentally  altering 
the  character  of  the  whole  Volunteer  force, 
as  is  implied  in  the  second  clause  of  this 
Bill.      As  a  matter  of   fact,  under  this 
Bill      these     men     will     cease     to     be 
Volunteers ;      they      will      simply      be 
Reservists  of  the  regular  Army,  and  not 
only   that,  but  they   will  be   Reservists 
under  a  disqualification   which  does  not 
apply  to  other  Reservists  of  the  Army. 
The  present  Reservist  is   liable    to   be 
called  out  by  Royal  Proclamation,    and 
Parliament   must  meet  to  sanction  that 
step  within  a  certain  specified  time,  but  I 
do  not  see  that  any  such  obligation  is  im- 
posed upon  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  Volunteers  who  are  dealt  with  by 
this  Bill — Volunteers  as  you  call  them, 
but  Army  Reservists  as  I  call  them.     I 
think  it  would  be  well  for  the  House  and 
country  to  understand  that  these    men 
will,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  with  one 
single  exception,  cease  to  be  Volunteers ; 
they  will  be  transferred  by  the  Bill  to  the 
Army  Reserve.    Again,  the  Bill  introduces 
an  additional  outside   element   into   the 
Regular  Army  which,  I  think,  is  not  de- 
sirable in  itself.    It  is  most  desirable  that 
we  should  have  a  perfectly  homogeneous 
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force  as  our  first  line,  and  that  anything 
done  to  supplement  it  should  bo  by  way 
of  utilising  some  second  line  apart  from 
the  Army  altogether,  and  not  by  breakr 
ing  up  one  organisation  in  order  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  another.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  the  units  are  in  all  cases  to  be 
formed  of  Volunteers.     I  think,  however, 


able  number  of  man  undertake  th| 
ligations  they  will,  by  doing  n,i 
interfere  with  their  empbvmotj 
question  to  a  certain  extent  decs  J 
serving  in.  the  Militia,  and  proWIji 
do- so.  to  a  greater  extent  whentkef 
are  called  out,,  as  I  hope  they  wiflk 
longer  periods  of  service.    Bat  via  J 


it  is  to  be  regretted  that  under  this  Bill  I  pass  from  the  Militia  to  the  Yd 
the  efforts  of   the  Volunteer  officers  of  j  you  have  to  deal  with  a  very 
constituted  units  will  be  absolutely  thrown  j  class  of  men — with  men  in  high  ai 
away.     They  will,  no  doubt,  have  done  ;  sponsible  employment,  often  of  a 
public  service  by  acting  as  an  attraction  \  dential  nature,  who  can  ill  be  spud! 
to  bring  young  men  into  the  corps,  and  in  j  that  employment.     There  are 
giving  them  that  instruction  which  fits  I  corps,  as  hon.  Members  know,  in 
them  to  take  part  in  the  operations  of  the  :  there  are  many  such  men,  and  ya 
regular  Army.     But  as  colonels,  majors,  \  are  the-  very   men.  who  form  the 
and    captains   of   Volunteer  units   their  j  material  to     take     for    this 
functions  will  practically  cease  when  the  i  young,  energetic,  educated  men,  oh 
men  are  taken  away  from  their  corps.     I  j  anxious  to  exercise  in  the  field  thoK 
think  that  will  prove  a  serious  injury  to  j  which    they  have    learned    in  tn 
Volunteer  corps  themselves.   The  question  :  peace.     We  have  seen  hundreds  of 
was  raised  in  another  place  as  to  whether  \  come  out  during  the   present 
the    diafts  taken   in  pursuance  of  this '  The   response  which  has   been 
arrangement  would  be  considered  super- 
numerary to  the  corps — whether  in  the 
event  of  ^00  Volunteers  being  taken  away 
from  a  Volunteer  battalion,  they  would  be 
replaced  by  additions  to  the  battalion.     I 
understood   the    Secretary    of    State   to 
announce  that  there  was  no  intention  of 
considering  these  men  as  supernumerary, 
and  that  their  places  would  not  be  taken  by 


,  0W 


employers  of  skilled  and  unskilled  1 
has  been  magnificent,  and    I  think  thl 
country    has  reason   to  be   proud  eifc| 
The  strain  put  upon  employers  hu  \m I 
very    considerable,   and.  I    believe  ail 
dangerous  to  renew  that  strain  too  a 
If  you  do  so  the  day   may  arrive  ' 
these  young  men  may   find    themsabal 
face  to  face  with  the  question  whrthr  j 


others.  That  is  unfortunate,  for  you  will  i  they  shall  still  remain  in  their  empkf- 
be  doing  exactly  what  was  done  to  the  i  ment.  That  would  place  them  in  a  no* 
disadvantage  of  the  Militia, and  at  the  time  emliarrassing  position.  There  is  anotkr 
when  the  services  of  the  Volunteer  Corps  and  perhaps  more  forcible  objection  to 
maybe  greatly  needed  you  will  l>e  depriving  ;  the  Bill.  It  has  been  urged  in  its  fan* 
the  force  of  the  most  competent  of  its  mem-  j  that  it  would  strengthen  the  military 
bers  to  serve  with  some  other  unit  of  \  service  of  this  country..  But  I  fail  to  «e 
which  it  does  not  form  part.  AVe  have  had  j  how  it  will  produce  the  only  wdt 
experience  of  that  sy*  tern,  and  I  do  not  j  advantage  expected  from  it.  I  strongly 
believethat  there  is  any  officer,  either  of  the  ■  agree  with  every  word  said  by  the  boa. 
Militia  or  of  the  Line,  who  does  not  share  ;  Member  the  Under  Secretary  for  W« 
my  opinion  that  the  practice  of  utilising    as  to  the  necessity  of  organised  preptn- 


the  Militia  Keserve  as  part  of  the  Militia 
in  time  of  peace,  and  then  suddenly  in 
case  of  emergency  withdrawing  them,  as 
they  have  been  withdrawn  in  instances 
of  which  I  am  aware,  has  been  most 
detrimental  to  the  Militia  l)attalions. 
I   know   of  battalions  which   have  been  i 


tion  for  the  emergency  of  war  in  timet 
of  peace.  I  have  l>c3n  humbly  preach- 
ing that  doctrine  for  many  years  put 
If  it  were  really  a  contribution  to  more 
efficient  organisation  and  preparation,  if 
it  gave  the  War  Office  more  knowledge 
of  the  material  with  which  it  would  have 
to  deal  in  times  of  war,  a  knowledge  which 


absolutely     emasculated    and    deprived  1 1  w 

of  more  than  half  of  their  value  by  !  is  so  essential  to  the  satisfactory  cany- 
having,  on  embodiment,  some  2.r>()  of  their  ;  ing  out  of  military  operations,  I  would 
very  best  men  taken  from  them.  I  should  '  at  once  consent  to  the  Bill.  The  Under 
be  very  reluctant  to  see  the  same  practice  Secretary  for  AVar  said  it  was  better  we 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  Volunteers.  :  should  do  this  now  and  not  wait  for  a 
There  is  another  point.  It  appears  to  me  i  time  of  pressure,  but  the  pressure  will 
exceedingly  likely  that  if  any  consider- 1  come  all  the  same,  whenever  we  go  to 

Mr.  ArnoW-Forster. 


Volunteers 


{18  July  1900} 


Bill 


358 


r—     «uad,  however  many  men  enrol  them- 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
"will   represent  but  a  tithe  of  the 
Br  who  will  come  forward  when  a 
-  -     emergency  threatens    this  country. 
Be,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the 
Office  should  know  that   it  has  so 
Volunteers  of  whom  it  can  dispose 
le  case  of   war.      But,   even  if  this 
passed,  I  do  not  suppose  they  will 
mny  clearer  idea  than  they  already 
They  will,  perhaps,  have  5,000 
inscribe    their   names  on   the   roll. 
in    a   case    of    a   real    emergency, 
fcbly  50,000  will  be  found  ready  to 
forward.     We   have    already   had 
lo  evidence  of   that.     Men  will  not 
forward  for  an  unforeseen  contin- 
Dy,  whereas  they  will  come  forward 
a   foreseen   one,   and   the   "waiting 
ipanies  "  which  were  called  for  by  the 
Btary  of  State  from  Volunteer  corps 
supply   the  waste  occasioned  by  the 
were  not   raised.     With   hardly  an 
^    —option  the  corps  called  upon  to  raise 
.     <hoiii  failed  to  do  so.     That  is  an  illus- 
lh»tion  in  proof  of   my   assertion.     For 
livery    Englishman   engaged    in   a    civil 
^■jocupation   who  will    come    forward   to 
^|pledge  himself  to  take  part  in  a  war  of 
^■rhicn  he  knows  nothing,  you  will  prob- 
$*bly  get  twenty,  thirty,  or  it  may  be  a 
^hundred    Volunteers    when    the    actual 
*s?  emergency  arises.     There  is  another  diffi- 
^jCulty.     Suppose  you  get  5,000  men  upon 
5j  your  Volunteer  roll.     Campaigns   must 
r-  <  now   be    planned   in   advance.      To    be 
i r  efficient  they  must  be  planned  not  a  day, 
a  week  or  a  month,  but  a  year  before- 
hand.    But  what  is  the  objection  ?    Five 
thousand  men   may   take   an   obligation 
to-day,   but  in   six   months  time    every 
one    of    them   by    giving    a   fortnight's 
notice    might    get  rid  of    his  liability. 
But  that  is  not  quite  the  end  of  the  evil. 
My  hon.  friend  talks  of  there  being  no 
pressure;    there  will  be  pressure,   and 
pressure  of  a  very  undesirable  kind,  if  this 
Bill  is  passed  into  law.     Hundreds  and 
thousands  of  Volunteers  are  engaged  in 
political  conflicts,  or  at  any  rate  hold  very 
strong  political  views.     It  happens  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  which  has  the 
sympathy  of  the  enormous  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  but  it  is  quite 
conceivable  that  this  country  might   be 
engaged  in  a  war  which  did  not  at  all 
move  the  feelings  of  the  people  ;  it  might 
be  a  war  to  which  not  only  an  inconsider- 
■     able  minority,  but  a  very  large  minority 
would  object  as  strongly  as  some  hon. 


Members  now  object  to  the  present  war- 
In  that  case  you  would  have  that  most 
unfortunate  occurrence,  a  direct  conflict 
between  political  conviction  and  military 
duty.  For  a  soldier  there  is  only  one 
law  —  namely,  whatever  orders  he 
receives,  to  obey  them ;  but  that  is 
not  the  case  with  civilians  in  ordinary 
life.  You  will  put  every  one  of  these 
men  into  the  dilemma  of  having  to  under- 
take active  service  for  a  cause  in  which 
they  may  not  only  not  believe,  but  which 
they  may  have  actually  condemned,  or  of 
doing  what  is  most  distasteful  and  prac- 
tically impossible — namely,  taking  the 
opportunity  presented  by  the  danger  to- 
abandon  the  undertaking  they  have  given, 
and  thereby  lay  themselves  open  to  the 
charge  of  not  having  carried  out  their 
obligations.  These  are  serious  objections, 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  House. 
But  there  is  another  objection  which, 
from  my  point  of  view,  outweighs  them 
all.  At  the  beginning  of  this  session  I 
took  part  in  debates  on  the  Army,  and  I 
said  I  was  most  willing  to  concede  every- 
thing asked  for  by  the  Government  by 
way  of  providing  for  a  temporary  emer- 
gency. I  said  that  the  emergency  was 
grave,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  country, 
or  at  any  rate  the  safety  of  our  Army, 
was  imperilled,  and  that  we  could  not 
stop  to  discuss  the  exact  effect  of  the 
emergency  measures  then  proposed.  I 
said  that  the  responsibility  rested  with 
the  Government,  that  they  might  do  what 
they  pleased  as  long  as  they  got  the  thing 
done,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  nearly  every 
other  hon.  Member  took  a  similar  view. 
I  said  at  the  same  time  that  I  would 
oppose  every  proposal  for  a  permanent 
alteration  in  our  military  system  which 
was  undertaken  apart  from  and  with- 
out any  reference  to  any  general 
scheme  of  reorganisation.  We  have  been 
told  over  and  over  again  that  we  were 
not  to  bring  these  questions  up  during 
the  present  session,  and  we  were  told  that 
if  we  did  no  answer  would  be  given,  as  it 
was  impossible  under  present  conditions 
even  to  discuss  the  reorganisation  of  our 
Army ;  and  yet  there  is  a  universal  ad- 
mission that  until  we  have  this  reorganisa- 
tion we  are  liable  to  a  repetition  of  the 
danger  which  threatened  us  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year.  I  think  it  would  be 
most  illogical  and  most  unwise  to  retreat 
from  the  position  we  then  took  up,  and 
sanction  one  more  of  these  everlasting 
emergency  measures,  which.,  howssw,,  \* 
not  an  emergency  measure  m\tae  *&wafc. 


359 


Volunteers 


{COMMONS} 


BiU. 


that  it  is  permanent.  Do  not  do  some-  i 
thing  under  the  plea  of  emergency  which  ' 
may  make  it  impossible,  and  will  certainly  \ 
make  it  difficult,  to  recast  our  military  • 
system  as  many  of  us  believe  it  ought  to  ; 
be  recast  as  a  whole.  It  is  not  easy  to  \ 
discuss  this  matter  as  it  ought  to  be  dis-  j 
cussed.  I  regret  that  the  Vote  for  the  ; 
salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  \ 
has  l>ecn  withdrawn  from  the  considera-  i 
tion  of  the  House,  because  I  believe  that 
great  organic  changes  ought  not  to  be 
entrusted  to  the  present  Secretary  of : 
State  for  War  in  view  of  the  language  : 
he  has  used,  the  things  he  has  done,  j 
and  the  things  he  has  left  undone.  \ 
But  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  this  year,  j 
when  popular  opinion  is  peculiarly  directed 
to  the  duties  performed  by  the  Secretary  ; 
of  State  for  War,  to  discuss  the  exact  | 
position. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  dissented. 

*Mit.  AKNOLD-FORSTER :  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  if  I  am  rightly  corrected  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  I  under- 
stood that  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  was  not  to  be 
included. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  clear  up 
that  point,  because  I  understood  that  a 
whole  day  would,  if  necessary,  be  given 
to  it. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  My  recollection  is  that  I  stated  that 
as  some  seventeen  days  had  already  l>een 
given  to  the  Army  Estimates  it  seemed 
to  me  that  either  the  Foreign  Office  Vote 
or  the  Colonial  Office  Vote  might  be  dis- 
cussed ;  but  I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  being  dis- 
cussed, if  the  Votes  I  have  mentioned  are 
discussed  at  short  length. 

♦Mil  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  If  the  Vote 
for  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  is  taken,  the  task  imposed  on  me 
will  bo  an  easier  one  :  but  that  need  not 
interfere  with  my  present  argument.  If 
we  are  to  have  this  piecemeal  legislation 
I  want  to  know  of  what  system  it  is  to 
form  a  part.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has  made  some  statements  which  bear 

Mr.  Jrimhl-Forshr. 


very  closely  on  that  matter.  Then 
this  Bill  when  all  is  done  wOL  \\ 
be  the  addition  of  5,000,  6,000, « ij 
men  at  the  outside  to  the  Army  I 
but  we  should  be  careful  before* 
ing  that  addition  to  hare  a  ckvi 
standing  as  to  whether  the 
which  that  is  a  part  is  to  go  «. 
veal's  we  have  had  confusion  bora. 
Line,  the  Militia,  and  the  VolnmwU 
no  one  now  knows  what  are  the  p 
functions  which  these  three  great  boh 
called  upon  to  perform.  Theyhvti 
tied  together  by  an  emergency  bond* 
The  Militia  has  been  robbed  to  supp 
Line,  and  the  Volunteers  have  be 
duced  by  the  Army  recruiting  an 
to  give  up  their  recruits.  We  faff 
the  Volunteers  in  this  campaign 
an  organised  military  force,  rail 
as  emergency  men  taken  to 
the  patent  defects  of  a 
which  had  failed  to  contemp 
contingencies  to  which  we  wei 
I  want  to  know,  will  it  be  wist 
this  step  before  we  ascertain 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  go 
to  rectify  the  condition  of  t! 
described  the  other  day  1  He  * 
by  a  noble  Lord  what  we  were  d 
the  hundred  thousand  men  * 
home,  and  in  reply  he  said  that 
Lord  must  be  perfectly  well  a 
that  hundred  thousand  men, 
ninety  two  thousand  men,  wei 
organised  force  in  any  sense  of 
I  quite  agree  they  are  not ;  but 
know  why  it  is  not  possible  to  1 
system  by  which  we  can  get  an 
force  without  upsetting  the  whe 
sation  of  the  Volunteers.  We 
it  made  perfectly  clear  in  this  B 
the  waste  in  the  regular  An 
enormous  that  in  seven  yean 
amounts  to  no  less  than  *  one 
thousand  men,  the  whole  cost 
instruction,  clothing,  and  housir 
lost.  On  the  other  hand,  by  the 
of  State's  admission,  we  have  n 
thousand  unorganised  regular 
this  country.  I  think  it  woul 
nitely  better  if  we  were  to  post 
very  unfortunate  Bill,  which  i; 
considerable  objection,  until  W€ 
to  see  how  far  arrangements  can 
for  the  organisation  of  our  milita 
on  a  scale  which  would  be 
by  the  country  at  large.  My  h< 
said  that  we  ought  to  set  an  ex 
the  colonies.     We   are  all  in   f 
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an  example  to  the  colonies.     We 

n   setting  an   example    to   the 

m&  for  a  very  long  time  past.     We 

set   them   an   example    in    raising 

forces   for   the    defence   of   the 

across  the  seas,  and  I  think  we 

T>e   perfectly  content  to   keep  this 

t  in  our  own  hands.     I  think  the 

ies  will  not  be  particularly  moved 

lything  we  may  do  or  leave  undone 

regard  to  it.     For  these  reasons  I 

this  Bill  is  not  to  the  public  advan- 

—      I  think  its  object  is,  comparatively 

-Icing,  unimportant. 

R.    WYNDHAM:     Does    my   hon. 
object  to  the  first  clause  also  ? 

^Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Of  course 
I  am  a  warm  supporter  of  that  first 
my   sole    objection    is    to    the 
^^^Jid  clause.     I  fail  to  realise  the  object 
/^Rjth  which  this  Bill  has  been  introduced. 
1  ^j  think   it  is  in   contravention   of    the 
l^%reement  which  has  existed,   that  if  it 
j?**!JUie  desirable  that  any  change   should 
^^fte  made  at  present  in  our  military  system 
*  ^b  should  not  be  a  permanent  change. 
Mt   any   rate,  I  hoped  that  that  might 
*^jPB  the  line  of    action    that   might  have 
**#ommended    itself   to  the    Government. 
^J  should  like  to  say  one  word  about  an 
^tt|jument  used  by  my  hon.   friend.     He 
£^uud  that  a  large  number  of  Volunteer 
■^officers  were  in  favour  of  this  Bill.     I  do 
r  not  know  whether  that  approval  extends 
r  "to  the  whole  of  the  Bill,  but  I  will  assume 
.it  does.     I  must  point  out  that  this  sub- 
mission to  the  recommendations  of  a  Com- 
.mittee  is  rather  new  at  the  War  Office.    I 
■.recollect  Commissions  which  dealt  with 
subjects  of  far  greater  importance  than 
•  this  Bill  deals  with,  and  included  among 
their  members  many  important  personages, 
-and  yet  their  Reports  were  disregarded 
-and  pigeon-holed,  and  nothing  was  done 
regarding  them.     I  can  well  understand 
the  attitude  of  these  Volunteer  officers, 
but  I  believe  1  am  quite  right  in  saying 
that  in  this  matter  they  are  not  repre- 
sentative, as  far  as  the  second  clause  is 
concerned,  of  the  whole  Volunteer  force. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  they  think  that 
the   years  they  have  been  serving  have 
been  wasted,  and  that  feeling  is  shared 
by  many  of  us.     The    Volunteers  have 
felt  that  they  have  been  kept  under  arms 
without  organisation  for  no  specific  pur- 
pose and  have  not  been  allowed  to  be  of 
any  use  to  themselves  or  to  the  country, 
.and  I  do  not  wonder  that  spirited,  capable, 


and  competent  men  as  they  are  should 
take  the  first  opportunity  given  them  of 
showing  their  willingness  to  do  anything 
or  everything  that  might  be  asked  of 
them.  But  this  matter  must  be  decided 
by  some  higher  authority  than  the  dictum 
of  sixteen  V olunteer  officers.  It  must  be 
decided  by  Parliament"  and  by  the  nation, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  moved  as  much 
as  my  hon.  friend  supposed  I  should  be 
moved  by  the  views  of  the  Volunteer 
officers.  Of  course,  they  desire  that  we 
should  give  them  employment  and  the 
opportunity  of  exhibiting  their  zeal  in 
the  interests  of  their  country.  I  do 
hope  that  my  hon.  friend  will  consider 
whether  it  is  absolutely  imperative  the 
the  second  clause  of  this  Bill  should  be 
passed  into  law,  and  I  shall  move  an 
Amendment,  which  I  hope  he  will  accept 
at  a  later  stage,  to  omit  that  clause.  I 
believe  it  will  be  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  if  my  hon.  friend  confines  himself 
to  passing  the  first  part  of  the  Bill,  which 
is  a  necessary  official  act  to  perfect  the 
machinery  of  the  Volunteer  force.  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  this  day 
three  months. 

♦Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  second  the  motion  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  Bill.  I  do  so  because  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  will  completely  destroy  the 
principle  on  which  our  Volunteer  force  is 
based.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  conceded  that 
I  am  one  of  the  last  who  would  attempt 
to  do  anything  which  would  cripple  the 
Government  in  any  way  during  the 
present  crisis.  I  have  been  one  of  those 
who  have  given  the  Government  in  con- 
junction with  the  arrangements  for  the 
present  war  a  loyal  and  hearty  support, 
and  I  am  as  anxious  as  any  hon.  Member 
in  this  House  to  see  both'  our  regular  and 
auxiliary  forces  placed  on  the  best  possible 
basis.  But,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  has  stated,  this  is  a  most  inoppor- 
tune time  to  introduce  a  measure  of  this 
nature.  To  the  first  clause  of  the  Bill, 
which  proposes  to  substitute  for  the 
words  "  actual  or  apprehended  in- 
vasion," the  words  "imminent  national 
danger  or  great  emergency,"  there  is 
no  opposition.  The  Judge  Advocate 
General,  who  is  a  great  authority  on 
these  subjects,  however,  pointed  out  that 
there  was  great  difficulty  with  reference 
to  the  definition  of  the  word  "  emergency." 
I  may  add  that  the  adjective  "  great  "  in 
the  clause  is  tautology  and  altogether 
irrelevant.     According     to     the     Judge 
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Advocate  General,  when  the   Militia  is  j 
embodied,    then    a  state   of  emergency  \ 
arises,  and  I  think  it  is  extremely  doubt- ! 
fill  whether  the  employers  of  this  country 
will    be    parties   to  giving    facilities   to  j 
those  who  work  under  them  to  be  called  ! 
out  practically  as  a  first-class  Army  Re-  j 
serve  whenever  it  may  seem  desirable  to  ! 
embody  the  Militia.     With  reference  to  j 
Clause  2  of  the  Bill,  which  is  of  great  im- 
portance, the  Under  Secretary  for  War  i 
states  that  it  is  not  a  new  project ;  but  if  ! 
it  is  not  a  new  project  to  call  upon  the  ■ 
Volunteers  to  turn  themselves  into  a  mili-  i 
tary  force,  then  I  know  not  what  a  new 
project  is.  If  we  look  back  on  the  history  : 
of  the  Volunteer  force  we  will  see  that  it ; 
arose  in  a  moment  of  grave  national  peril,  ; 
when    Napoleon   was  encamped    on   the 
heights  of  Boulogne,  and  a  descent  on 
these  coasts  was  expected  at  any  moment.  ; 
This  force,  which  aros )  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, is  now  to  be   turned  into  a  : 
first-class   Army   reserve   without    being 
consulted   at  a  whole.     It  is  stated  that , 
sixteen  colonels  of  Volunteers  favour  this  i 
measure.     It   would   be   a  very  strange  : 
thing  if  the  colonels  of  the  various  Volun- : 
teer  corps  would  not  be  willing    to  do  ; 
everything   they   could   to   improve  the  • 
position  of  their  corps  in  the  eyes  of  their 
fellow  countrymen.    But  what  proportion 
of  the  Volunteers  are  in  favour  of  this  ; 
change  ?     What  has  been  done  to  ascer-  : 
tain  their  opinion  1    Why,  nothing.     This  ■ 
Bill   is  being  rushed  on  the  Volunteers 
by    a    side    wind;    the    failure    in   our 
military   system   is   to    be   patched    up, 
but  the  patch  is  a  stolen  piece  of  cloth. 
You  are  asking  men  who  engaged  under  ; 
certain  conditions  to  alter   these  condi- 
tions.    Then  it  is  said  that  no  pressure 
will    be*  put  on   the    Volunteers,    but   I 
should   like    to    know   what    would    be 
thought  of  any  man  who  holds  back  when 
the  majority  of  his  regiment  are  prepared 
to  enlarge  their  liability  for  service.     He 
would  be  looked  upon  as  a  man  lacking 
in  patriotism.     That  is  not  a  fair  position 
to  place  a  man  in  who  joins  the  Volunteer 
force   under  the   impression   that   he  is 
doing  a  patriotic  act,  but  whose  occupa- 
tion and  social  relations  are  such  as  would 
not  enable  him  to  come  forward.     Then 
again,  by  introducing  this   system  great 
damage  is  inflicted  on  recruiting  for  the 
Regular   Army.      Under    the    proposed 
system    would   not   any  man  enter    the 
Volunteers     rather    than     the    Regular 
Army?      He    will    have     the     comfort 
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and  convenience  of  living « | 
and  following  his  own 
and  when  there  is  an  opporunmyfar 
service  he  will  be  placed  absohsehi 
level  with  the  man  who  has  spent  i 
timein  the  Regular  Army,verrohaJ 
objectionable  garrison  duty.  I 
is  most  unfair,  and  that  it  wflli 
recruiting  for  the  Regular  Armr.  „ 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Bdfelj 
not  as  anxious  with  reference  » I 
Volunteers  as  I  am  regarding  the  ti 
sive  system  of  the  country  mil 
We  have  reason  to  hope  that  on  fc* 
elusion  of  the  war  our  entile  ri 
system  will  be  recast;  therefore  tk 
no  necessity  at  the  present  mon 
introduce  this  wretched  meaauv 
will  only  give  5,000  or  10,000  mai 
outside  on  whom  you  can  draw  in  t 
emergency.  Then,  again,  yon  viB 
classes  in  the  Volunteers,  which 
sure  every  military  man  will  i 
ledge  will  not  be  for  the  good 
regiments  themselves.  You  wi 
three  different  classes :  first,  l\& 
teer,  who  serves  at  home,  and 
liable  to  go  away  by  giving  a  fc 
notice — he  will  not  be  looked 
soldier  at  all — second,  the  ma 
liable  to  be  called  out  on  active  i 
any  time;  and,  third,  the  ma 
liable  to  serve .  in  any  part  of  I 
whether  within  or  without  Her 
dominions.  In  fact,  you  are 
introduce  into  the  Volunteers  tl 
which  now  exists  in  the  Army- 
of  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul ; 
off  the  end  of  the  blanket  and 
on  to  the  top,  but  you  will  n 
man  more.  Every  commanding 
Militia  is  at  the  present  momei 
his  complaints  that  his  best  o 
men  are  taken  from  him  as 
they  are  trained,  and  are  sent  t 
linked  battalion  abroad,  or  th 
recruits  as  soon  as  they  are  eff 
drafted  to  other  battalions 
Africa.  The  result  of  this  me 
be  to  stop  recruiting  for  th« 
With  regard  to  the  political  a 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  v 
pointed  out  the  results  whi< 
follow  in  the  event  of  a  memt 
Volunteer  force  being  asked  to 
in  what  might  be,  on  the  whole,  a 
unpopular  war.  The  system  pi 
the  Bill  reminds  one  of  th< 
which  prevails  in  certain  Irish 
ments  where,  whew  *  ^axt.\euLu 
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iuty  it  is  to  do  a  particular  class 

■i,   tails,  another    servant    whose 

mre  altogether  different  is  called 

act,     and      the     result     is,     of 

blank  failure.     The  basis  of  the 

r  Bill  of  1895  was  to  disturb  as 

r  as  possible  the  conditions  under 

the  Volunteers  were  then  serving 

;  but  this  Bill  goes,  as  it  were, 

very  teeth  of  that  policy,  and  is 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  disturb 

editions  on  which  the  Volunteer 

formed.     The  Bill  will  secure 

purpose  and  may  ruin  our  exist- 

olunteer  system,    and    for    these 

I  beg  to  second  the  motion  of  the 

ember  for  West  Belfast. 

ndment  proposed — 

i  leave  out  the  word  '  now,1  and  at  the 

the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 

^ay    three    months.'  "  —  {Mr.    Arnold- 


*t>* 


testion    proposed,    "That  the 
r 9  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


word 


H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 

not  very  often  I  have  the  good  for- 

\  to  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for 

>  Belfast  in  our  discussions  on  these 

era,  and  even  to-day  I  cannot  say 

I  sympathise  with  every  word  he 

i  uttered,  but  with  his  main  position  in 

to   this    Bill,  I  am    entirely  in 

apathy.     The  hon.  Member  for  West 

"  st  brought  up  a  sort  of  self-denying 

emce,  supposed  to  be  imposed  on  us 

that  we  were  not,  during  the  present 

ion,  while  military  affairs  were  in  so 

^  idrgent  a  condition  as  they  have  been,  to 

^fcnter  upon  the  much  larger  questions  of 

^?£uture  organisation  and  future  reform.     I 

*  !4hink  there  is  a  good  deal  of  strength  in 

^.Uhe  position  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 

^~  has  taken  up,  even  in  that  limited  sense ; 

'-?  but  there  is  another  and  larger  ground 

1    on  which  I  think  that  this  is  a  most  in- 

\  expedient  occasion  for  us  to  begin  with 

piecemeal  alterations  in    the    innermost 

]-    constitution  of  the  different  branches  of 

;*■-.  the  defensive  forces  of  this  country.    The 

-   Under  Secretary  referred  to  some  words 

I  used  a  day    or    two    ago    protesting 

against  doing  anything  in  a  hurry,  and  he 

argued   that  this  Bill   was  intended  to 

avoid  things    being    done    in    a    hurry 

— that   is   to    say,    that    administrative 

acts   would  not  be    accomplished  in    so 

scrambling  a  fashion  as  was  necessary  last 

winter  if  this  Bill  were  passed.     That  is 

quite  possible;  but  I  bad  reference  to  the 


action  of  the  Government,  of  the  House, 
and  of  Parliament  when  I  spoke  of  not 
doing  anything  in  a  hurry,  and  I  think  I 
am  supported  in  my  view  by  some  words 
which  fell  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  last  night  in  another  place.  The 
Secretary  of  State  was  meeting  a  demand 
on  the  part  of  a  noble  Duke  for  the  re- 
organisation and  reconstitution  of  the 
Army  and  the  War  Office,  and  among  the 
other  pleas  he  urged  was  this — that  there 
are  now  in  South  Africa  a  number  of  the 
very  men  whom  it  would  be  most  essen- 
tial that  we  should  consult  if  it  were  found 
necessary  to  enter  upon  any  change  on  a 
great  scale,  and  that  we  ought  to  wait 
until  we  could  get  the  great  benefit  of  the 
actual  experience  and  wise  advice  of  those 
who  have  seen  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent system  in  the  field.  I  put  that  very 
wise  sentiment  and  warning  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  another  place  against 
himself  or  his  representative  in  this  House, 
and  I  say  that  I  think  the  present  time  is 
not  the  moment  in  which  to  make  great 
changes,  even  if  those  changes  can  be  shown 
to  be  salutary  and  wise  in  themselves. 
The  House  and  the  country  have  shown 
themselves,  during  the  last  eight  or  nine 
months,  willing  to  do  and  to  agree  to  any- 
thing that  the  Government  proposed  to 
meet  the  emergency  that  has  arisen ;  but 
from  that  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  which  is  a  loyal  and  wise  and,  I 
think,  a  most  discreet  disposition,  to  pass 
to  the  idea  that  the  experience  of  last 
winter  is  to  form  a  basis  of  all  we  are  to 
do  for  the  Army  in  the  future,  that  that 
is  to  be  considered  as  representing  the 
normal  requirements  in  any  case  of  war 
of  the  British  Army,  is  to  take  a  step 
which  I  do  not  think  anything  in  the 
world  can  justify.  We  have  had  to  meet 
a  most  exceptional  enemy,  such  as  may 
not  be  met  with  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  as  we  all  know.  We  had  to  meet 
that  enemy  in  a  great  state  of  unpre- 
paredne8S,  because  we,  the  Government, 
Parliament,  and  people,  had  undervalued 
the  difficulty  of  the  task  we  took  in  hand, 
and,  therefore,  we  were  put  to  great  straits 
last  winter,  and  we  had  to  take  hold  of 
any  man  who  offered  himself  and  put  him 
into  some  place  in  order  to  take  advan- 
tage of  his  patriotic  and  generous  spirit. 
But  it  does  not  follow  that  on  a  future 
occasion  we  should  be  exposed  to  any 
such  necessity,  because  if  you  are  to 
pursue  a  policy  of  expansion  all  over  the 
world,  we  have  had  a  lesson  during  ttas> 
last  two  or  three  months  vrtivfo.  Aiow*  \ta& 
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sort  of  force  we  should  have  to  maintain 
in  order  to  cope  with  that  policy  of 
oxpmsion  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
are  to  pursue  a  more  modest  and,  as  I 
think,  more  reasonable  policy,  let  us  hope 
that  such  necessities  as  occurred  last 
winter  will  not  arise  again.  I  do  not 
wish  to  prejudge  the  great  question  of 
the  condition  of  the  Army  and  the  mili- 
tary necessities  of  the  country.  I  do  not 
say  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  make  great 
changes  and  to  make  great  additions  to 
our  military  strength.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  that  may  be  so,  but  we  are  not  in  a 
position  now  to  deal  with  that  question, 
and  that  is  what  I  wish  to  urge  on  the 
House.  We  have  a  limited  experience  in 
the  emergency  of  last  winter,  and  upon 
that  experience  alone  we  are  now  called 
upon,  as  I  think,  to  fundamentally  alter 
the  whole  condition  and  spirit  of  the 
Volunteer  force.  There  was  another 
thing  which  happened  during  last  winter. 
I  have  said  our  enemy  was  an  unusual 
enemy  in  his  fighting  qualities,  and  the 
necessities,  therefore,  that  were  laid  upon 
us  in  the  circumstances  were  unusul. 
But  another  thing  that  was  unusual  was 
the  remarkable  and  most  laudable  effort 
that  was  made  by  the  employers  of  labour 
to  meet  the  wants  that  were  shown  in  our 
military  defences.  Men  were  allowed  to 
go  away  on  terms  which  were  freely 
ottered  throughout  the  country.  But 
can  we  be  sure  that  similar  terms  will  be 
ottered  in  future  ?  Can  wo  be  sure  that 
the  circumstances  that  occurred  last  winter 
will  not  seriously  affect  the  relations  be- 
tween the  civil  employer  and  the  Reservo 
man,  the  Militiaman  and  the  Volunteer  ? 
I  do  not  wish  to  bo  a  Cassandra,  and 
say  that  that  will  happen  ;  but,  at  all 
events,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
the  sudden  emergency  of  last  winter 
evoked  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  of 
patriotism  which  may  not  always  be  pre- 
served at  the  sam«*  pitch  in  time  of  peace. 
The  Under  Secretary  has  also  laid  his  case 
partly  upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
which  siit  a  few  years  ago.  But  I  notice  that 
in  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
there  is  not  a  word  about  foreign  service 
for  Volunteers.  There  is  a  reference  to 
active  service,  but  not  to  foreign  service. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  hope  I  did  not 
convey  the  impression  that  I  quoted  the 
Report  in  support  of  foreign  service.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  divided,  as  clearly  as  I 
could,  the  first  half  of  the  section  from  the 
second  part  of  the  section. 

Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner man. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXXEEl 
Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  nut  4 
the  authority  of  the  Commute  k 
port  of  the  second  section  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No,  Sir. 


♦Sir    HENRY  FLETCHER  (Si 

I  Lewes) :  As  a  member  of  that  Coi 

perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  ay  tta 

had  no  instructions  whatever  to  cm 

the  question  of  foreign  service.        | 

,  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BASXEEMB 
This  Committee  made  its  repor.1 
immediately  afterwards  a  Billviiii 
duced  into  the  House  carrying  or 
recommendations  as  far  as  they  eoM 
carried  out,  amending  the  law  for  d 
out  the   Volunteers  for  actual  mi 

|  service.     So  that  it  is  not  the  cue 

j  nothing  has  been  done  to  meet  the  d 

!  of  the  Committee. 

!      Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  pointed  o 

:  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 

!  delate  on  that  very  Bill,   recognis* 

the  recommendations    of  the  Coi 

had  not  been  carried  out  in  their  e 

He  said  ho  hoped  they  would  not 

sight  of,  and  joined  with  those 

!  garded  the  Bill  simply  as  an  inst 

Some  of  the  prominent  membei 

Committee  expressed  the  greatest 

that  the  Bill  brought  in  by  the  ri. 

Gentleman  did  not  include   the 

i  mendations  of  the  Committee, 

'     Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNE 

:  I  am  sure  that  the  Bill  embodied 

i  suggestions    of    the    Committee 

:  commended    themselves     to    tho 

:'  were  best  acquainted    with    the 

!  and     the    necessities    of    the   V< 

■  corps    in    their  administrative   i 

:  with  the  War  Office.     I  am  also 

sure  of  this,  that  the  suggestio 

:  Committee,  in  a  case  like  that, 

\  necessarily  involve  their  recognit 

j  adoption  by  the  Government  of 

or  by  Parliament.     The  Commit 

,  formed,  for  the  most  part,  of  stri 

I  energetic  Volunteers,  who,  no  clou! 

,  anxious  to  see  certain  changes  intn 

but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  c 

of  a  few  colonels  of  Volunteer  corp 

ever  eminent  and  zealous,  must  ca 

day.     We  are  bound  to  look  at  qi 

of  this  kind  from  the  civilian  as 

i  from  ttafc  N  oYvHttoe?  ^o\w\,  oil  nww  „ 
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"WYNDHAM  :  The  Chairman,  the  j 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office,  was  I 


H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 

fv  ;  but  at  any  rate    a    Committee 
L^>t  convey  such  overpowering  weight  | 
■*e  must  accept  its  opinions  without  ■ 
LT%ion.     Even  Royal  Commissions  to  I 
)  into  military  matters  are  sometimes  ! 
to  but  little  attention  ;   and  we  j 
*9iad  one  or  two  Royal  Commissions  ! 
"the  licensing  question  whose  Reports  | 
been   received  with    nothing  but  | 
k>   and  contiunely  from  the  supporters 
^ke  Government     So   that   I  really 
:  the  authority  of  the  Committee  can 
urried  too  far ;  and  the  House  is  per- 
free  to  act  in  this  matter  without 
_    completely   carried  away   by   the 
Hnmendations     of.    the     Committee. 
hon.  Gentleman  adduced  one  or  two 
in   which   changes   are   necessary, 
^ffcfc    chiefly    with    regard    to   the    first 
^^Maae  ;  I  mean  the  question  of  Volunteer 
Q^fcWlery  manning  the  forts  which  defend 
»T%B  commercial  harbours  of  this  country, 
^%»  submarine  mines,  and  so  forth.     That 
5^^f  true,  and  it  may  be  a  very  necessary 
*^§mg  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  re- 
^^jtlired  to  give   them   more  ample  time 
*9Noan   other   branches  of    the  Volunteer 
**  ftorvice   for  preparation  for  the   efficient 
^fulfilment   of    the   duties   imposed  upon 
^fchem.     But  surely  that  does  not  justify 
^■weeping  changes  of  this  kind  which  will 
^affect  all  the  \  olunteer  corps  throughout 
the    kingdom.       The    Volunteer    forces 
were  originally  instituted  for  the  purpose 
^  of  the  defence  of  these  shores  ;  they  have 

*  always  been  treated  as  a  force  originated 
»   and  intended  for  that  purpose,  and  they 

*  have  been  spoken  of  in  our  after- 
dinner     speeches,    even     when    we    are 

i-  most  effusive,  under  that  limitation.  Is 
there  any  one  of  us  who  has  not,  after 
dinner,  declared  that  "  Defence,  not 
defiance,"  is  the  motto  of  the  Volunteers  ? 
And,  as  my  hon.  friend  has  said,  if  in 
vino  Veritas  has  any  force,  then  after 
dinner  is  the  very  time  when  we  get  at 
the  kernel  of  the  matter.  The  Volunteers 
were  instituted,  and  they  have  been  main- 
tained, for  the  defence  of  these  islands. 
But  the  Grovernment  now  propose  to 
introduce  three  separate  classes  into  the 
Volunteers.  There  are  those  who  only 
undertake  the  old  duties ;  there  are  those 
who  undertake  the  liability  of  being 
called  out  for  actual  military  service  at 
Any  time ;  and  there  are  those  who  may 


be  called  out  to  serve  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  I  agree  with  what  has  been  said, 
that  it  is  most  undesirable  to  have  two  or 
three  kinds  of  men  serving  in  the  same 
corps  with  different  liabilities,  if  it  can  be 
at  all  avoided.  There  may  be  instances 
where  there  is  a  limited  necessity  for 
cases  of  that  kind,  such  as  the  Militia 
reserve ;  but  I  always  thought  that  the 
Army  was  against  the  Militia  reserve, 
because  its  effect  upon  the  Army  might 
be  bad.  It  was,  however,  a  necessity ; 
but  where  was  the  necessity  here,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  few  men, 
of  introducing  a  distinction  among  them  ? 
I  have  no  doubt  there  are  many  high- 
spirited  young  men  in  the  Volunteers  who- 
would  be  glad  to  undertake  actual  military 
service;  but  the  question  is,  Is  it  desirable 
from  a  public  point  of  view  to  allow  them 
to  do  it  and  to  separate  them  from  the 
rest  of  their  comrades  ?  I  do  not  think 
it  is.  The  Under  Secretary  for  War- 
seemed  to  think  he  made  things  rather 
better  when  he  went  on  to  say  that  those 
who  undertook  the  liability  of  serving  in 
any  part  of  the  world  would  only  be 
called  upon  to  do  so  in  the  case  of  actual 
military  service.  "Of  course,"  said  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  "  we  should  never  think 
of  putting  them  to  garrison  duty,  or  to. 
other  humdrum  occupations  of  that  kind, 
which  would  not  give  them  the  chance  of 
winning  glory  and  distinction.  It  is  only 
in  active  warfare  that  they  would  obtain 
a  knowledge  of  their  duties  ;  let  us  send 
them  to  the  front."  It  does  not  occur  to 
him  to  ask  "  What  becomes  of  the  Regular 
force  and  of  the  Militia  ? "  I  suppose  the 
Militia  are  only  to  garrison  forts  such  as 
Sierra  Leone,  while  the  Volunteers  must . 
be  reserved  for  the  front. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  recognise 
my  own  arguments  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  version  of  them. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  know.  I  am  putting  them  purposely  in 
an  exaggerated  way  to  show  how  dan- 
gerous they  are.  But  does  it  not  come 
to  this :  that  you  are  to  select  from  one 
force  a  number  of  high-spirited  young 
fellows,  and  put  them,  in  preference  to 
other  forces,  to  do  certain  duties  of  an 
attractive  kind  ?  They  are,  in  fact,  to  be 
put  in  front  of  the  Army  and  Militia  . 
Reservists.  I  really  do  not  think  a  case 
for  this  Bill  has  been  made  out.  I  should 
be  willing  indeed  to  see  \Ihfc  d\{gc&  ?\\«tar 
tion  made  with,  xegpttd  to  €o&\wi  V\ 


371 


Volunteers 


{COMMONS} 


Bill. 


•of  the  Volunteer  Act  of    1863.     That,  i  administrative  in  its  action.  T<^mkcti»n 

of   course,  is   a  good   thing,  because   it  j 

gets  rid  of  the  somewhat  pedantic  dim- , 

culty  of  publicity  which  is  undesirable.    I  I 

would  be  glad  to  see  anything  done  which  j 

"would    really    increase    the   utility   and  f 

efficiency  of  the  Volunteers,  but  I  do  not  i 

think  the  institution  among  them  of  two  j 

or  three  classes  of  men   with   different  i  service,   and   enables  the  ~\Far  I 

liabilities  would  mean  any  real  or  sub- 1  know  beforehand  what  proportioitfl 

stantial  increase  in  their  efficiency.     It  j  Volunteer  force  would  wish  to  koMth 

could  not  increase  their  efficiency  except  I  selves  liable  for  general  service  !!§■  van- 


in  its  action.  H 
can  now  go  on  active  service npud 
fourteen  days  notice,  and  nsoM 
Volunteer  position  and  enlistugj 
Militia  or  the  regular  Army,  ana  4 
simply  provides  for  administratis! 
venience  in  dealing  with  thecuetff 
teers  who  are  desirous  of  going  ou 


in  a  reflex  way — that  these  young  fellows 
would  go  out  and  see  active  service  and 
-when  they  came  back  would  leaven  the 
battalion  in  which  they  serve.  But  we 
are  not  going  to  make  war  gaily 
every  year  in  order  to  give  fine  high- 
spirited  young  fellows  the  opportunity  of 


the  world.  I  cannot  conceive  tbi  J 
can  be  the  slightest  objection  to  ( 
it  is  simply  an  alteration  thitki 
sary ;  and  I  cannot  understand  1 
Members  of  this  House  whohmi' 
ten  minutes  thought  to  the  < 

%,  __  i  why  the  Volunteers  are  in  exifln 

seeing  active  service.     The  Bill  is  founded  j  what  the  work  is  they  have  to  j 
on    a    wrong    conception,     I^ast    winter ;  can   hesitate  for  a  moment  to  i 
there    was     a     great     emergency,     and  !  With  regard  to  the  first  part  of  ( 
the  hon.  .Gontleman  seems  to  have  been  ;  which    enables     Volunteers  to 
very  much  impressed  by  the  wild  tone  of  I  to  hold   themselves   in    readinea  1 
feeling  shown  in  the  public  press.     I  do  j  called   upon    to  serve  at  any 
not  go  so  much  by  the  tone  of  the  public    is,    for   the   purposes    of 
press.     I  am  sure  the  thinking  people  of  .  arrangements,  as  to  the  defence  oft 
the  country  agree  that  everything  should  !  of  our  ports,   it    is    a   good 
be   done  in  an  emergency  to  meet  the    but  where  the  difficulty  cornea*  in  ii 
case.     But  that  is  a  very  different  thing  ;  the  sub-section   B   of   Clause  2. 
from    enlisting    men  in    one  force  and  ;  that  point  the  proposer  of  the  motmil 
promptly  passing  them  into  another,  so  |  reject  the  Bill  and  his  seconder  objedil 
that  the  Army  and  the  whole  defensive  ;  on  two  or  three  grounds,  but  to  myi 
force — the   Militia,  the  Volunteers,   and  ■  they  did  not  follow  out  their  own  up-1 
the  YeomaniT-  -are  so  mixed  up  that  no  ;  ments  when  they  estimated  the  number  i 


men  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  thi$H  1 
at    10,000  only,   when    one  rememta 
that  the  Volunteer  force  is  over  a  quart* 
of  a  million  men.     A  Bill  that 


one  can  tell  when  you  meet  a  man  in  the 
street  to  which  force  he  l>elongs.  T  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  press,  at  all 
events,  this  clause  of  the  Bill.     This  is 

not  the  time  for  us  to  be  meddling  with  .  for  the  wishes  of  Volunteers  who  dene 
these  things.  We  want  more  ample  op- :  to  serve  abroad  is  a  good  Bill,  and  1 1 
portunities  and  more  ample  advice  from  not  think  such  consequences  are  going  to 
those  who  have  come  through  the  ex-  happen  as  are  suggested  by  the  hn. 
perienco  of  war  l>efore  we  attempt  to  Gentlemen  if  it  only  affects  3  or  4  per 
tinker  with  our  military  system.  For  the  .  cent,  of  that  force.  I  therefore  cannot 
present  it  is  better  to  be  content  with  the  :  share  their  view.  Another  objeetioi 
humbler  duty  of  filling  up  the  ordinary  j  which  they  took  was  that  we  might  hive 
necessities  of  the  Army  in  war,  and  to  '  an  unpopular  war,  and  that  trouble  migb 
leave  the  reorganisation  and  reconstitu- :  then  happen  if  these  men  were  called  out 


tion  of  it  to  quieter  times.  j 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) :  If 
I  saw  anything  in  this  Bill  which  could  be  i 
characterised  as  a  fundamental  change  in 
ourorganised  system,  I  should  vote  against ! 
it.     But   I   do  not   see  that.     We  have 
heard  objections  made  that  it  is  a  funda- 
mental change  in  the  constitution  of  our  ' 
voluntary  service,  but  I  cannot  share  that 
view.     ~~" 


against  their  convictions  to  perform  the 
obligations  which  they  undertook;  bat 
that  would  also  apply  to  the  Army  Re- 
serve. I  cannot  see  in  this  respect  an? 
difference  between  the  Regular  Army, 
Militia,  Army  Reserve,  and  the  Volun- 
teers. When  a  man  enters  into  a  contract 
with  the  Government  he  must,  when 
called  upon,  put  his  convictions  in  hii 
pocket  and  fulfil   his  contract ;  therefore, 


The  Bill  is  simply  permissive  and  '■  I  cannot  agree  with  that  view.      Another 
Sir  H.  CampbelUBannmnan. 
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>n  raised  was  that  of  filling    the 
of  units  of  the  Volunteer  corps 
liold  themselves  liable   under  this 
U3T  general  service.     I  think  if  it  is 
led  that  for  the  necessities  of  this 
260,000  Volunteers  are  required 
local  defences,  although  we  may 
supreme  power  at  sea,  then  I  say  I 
acknowledge  the  contention  and  do 
JMgree  with  it.     If  10,000  hold  them- 
in  readiness  to  go  abroad,  it  merely 
in  any  case  an  increase  of  the  Volun- 
itrength.     But  I  think  that  260,000 
more    than    sufficient  if  you    have 
e  command  at  sea,  therefore  I  do 
*pay  much  attention  to  the  objection 
the  arguments  that  I  have  heard  in 
ition  to  this  Bill.     But  I  am  bound 
w  that  to  come  down  here  and  take 
Bill  as  it  stands  and  give  my  hearty 
>rt  to  it  is  another  thing.     I  give  my 
;y  support  to  the  first  clause,  and  to 
part  of   the    second    clause  which 
Jbles    a    certain    proportion    of  men 
may  be  necessary  to  be  called  upon 
Jfcimes  of  emergency  to  hold  themselves 
*  le  for  service.     I  thoroughly  accept 
two  points,  and  I  was  prepared  to 
apt  the  third  point  without  hesitation 
^a|tttil  I  heard  a  remark  dropped  by  the 
^ion.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary,  and 
^^fhat  frightened  me,  and  is  why  I  now  hold 
**£jBiy    vote  back  in  respect  to  that  part 
^r£f  the  Bill.      He  said  that,  of    course, 
^jn  the  case  of  those  men  who  volunteer 
t^Jor  service  abroad,  we  should  never  think 
^f4&  asking  them  to  do  anything  else  but 
^  go  to  the  front ;  that  we  should  not  ask 
^.  them  to  go  into  garrisons  or  act  in  any 
f  disagreeable  work  in  keeping    lines    of 
r  communication,  etc.,  and    that  this   Bill 
^    would   only   apply   to   those    who    held 
i   themselves  liable  for  service,  but  only  to 
t   go  to   the    front,  and   that    we   should 
^    Arrange  for  the  Regulars  or  the  Militia  to 
do  the  disagreeable  work.     If  we  cannot 
<call  upon  them  except  to  go  to  the  front, 
that  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  our  military 
system.      It  is   not  for  the  men  to  say 
-where  they  will  go,  whether  it  be  to  the 
front,  where  all  the  excitement  is,  or  at 
the  rear,  where  all  is  dreary  and  the  work 
is  hard.     They  must  do  their  duty,  and 
with  regard  to  this  part  of  the  clause  I 
shall   certainly  have   to  vote   against  it, 
unless  there  is  some  further  explanation 
irom    the    hon.   Gentleman.       I  cannot 
sufficiently  express  my   feelings  at  the 
idea  of  making  a  man  liable  to  serve  as  a 
military  unit  on  the  condition  that  he  is 
only  to  serve  at  the  front,  and  the  remarks 
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of  the  hori.  Gentleman  have  actually  turned 
my  vote  against  this  part  of  the  Bill  which 
I  came  down  to  support.  To  my  mind 
if  this  Bill  is  passed  we  must  be  very 
clear  as  to  how  it  is  going  to  work.  We 
must  be  exceptionally  clear  as  to  what  we 
are  doing.  I  think  that  these  men,  if 
they  hold  themselves  liable  for  service, 
should  do  so  without  qualification,  and 
unless  that  matter  is  cleared  up  I  cannot 
vote  for  Sub-section  B,  Clause  2,  of  the 
Bill.  Now,  coming  back  to  the  part  of 
the  Bill  of  which  I  do  approve,  I  cannot 
exactly  understand  why  the  period 
should  be  for  one  month.  My  hon.  friend 
said,  and  I  thought  he  spoke  having 
regard  to  particular  circumstances,  that 
during  critical  negotiations  when  danger 
was  imminent  was  not  the  time  to  call 
out  the  whole  of  the  Volunteers;  but 
negotiations  do  not  end  in  a  month  ;  but 
if,  for  the  reasons  he  stated,  we  cannot 
call  out  the  whole  force,  he  says  we  must 
be  able  to  call  out  part  of  the  force  with- 
out observation  or  making  a  scare. 
But  why  limit  it  to  a  month  ? 
A  period  arrives  in  negotiations  when  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  Government  in 
its  discretion  to  say.  We  must  look  to 
the  safety  of  our  ports  and  call  out  these 
men,  but  at  the  end  of  the  month  nego- 
tiations are  going  on  still,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  month  the  Government  will  have 
to  disband  these  men  or  mobilise  the 
whole  of  the  force.  It  is  the  Memorandum 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  which  frightens 
1  me.  We  are  told  distinctly  that  at 
!  present  we  should  have  to  call  out  the 
I  whole  force,  and  naturally  that  would  be 
j  a  difficult  thing  to  do ;  therefore  the 
!  Government  must  have  power  to  call  out 
!  a  portion  of  the  men,  but  why  limit  it  to 
|  a  month  1  That  is  against  the  proposal 
i  of  the  Government.  A  month  is  not  in 
I  the  Bill,  but  we  have  been  supplied  with 

the  draft  of  the  proposed  Volunteer 
!  regulations.  If  my  hon.  friend  tells  me 
j  the  Government  are  not  bound  by  that 
I  term,  but  can  keep  these  men,  when  called 
I  out,  as  long  as  they  like,  my  objection 
1  falls.  Now  we  have  obtained  informa- 
1  tion  on  many  points,  but  in  one  parti- 
l  cular  that  information  is  lacking.  We 
!  lack  information  as  to  what  is  the  period 
|  for  which  a  Volunteer  is  to  be  liable  after 
i  he  has  accepted  the  obligation.  I  can 
I  find  nothing  in  the  Bill  at  all  with  regard 
,  to  that.  I  see  it  says  between  the  ages  of 
|  eighteen  and  thirty-five.  Does  that  mean 
I  that  a  man  of  thirty-four  years  of  age, 

having   had  two  years  training  in  the 
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Volunteers,  can  l>e  accepted  under  this  ' 
Bill,  and,  if  so,  for  how  long  1     I  think 
the  Bill  in  principle  is  perfectly  sound  to  . 
this   extent,    that   it   is    an    attempt   to : 
retrieve  the  past  errors  of  our  military 
system.      We     have     now     for     forty 
years     been     acting     on    the     principle 
that    we     must     have    a    vast    number 
of    armed     men     in     this     country    to 
guard  against  the  danger  of  an  invasion, 
and  upon  that  force  we  have  spent  a  vast 
sum  of  money,  the  result  being  that  we  ; 
have   spent  this    vast    amount    upon    a 
principle  which  is  the  absolute  negation  of 
our  naval  supremacy.    It  is  an  attempt  to 
get  the  men  of  this  secondary  force,  which 
is  not  wanted  here,  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  over-sea  service.     I  do  not 
see  that  the  allegation  that  it  is  an  inter- ' 
ference  with  the  Volunteer  Act  has  the 
shadow  of  a  foundation.     I  am  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  Bill  with 
the  exception  of  Sub-section  B  of  Clause  2, 
which  I  cannot  vote  for. 

♦Mr.  HEDDERWICK  said  that  this 
Bill  raised  grave  issues  and  reflections.  : 
In  spite  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  I 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite,  to  whose  ; 
opinion  on  matters  of  this  kind  he  attached 
the  greatest  possible  respect,  he  thought 
that  the  Bill,  if  passed,  would  have  a  pro- 
found effect  upon  the  character  of  the 
Volunteer  force.  If  the  Government  asked 
the  Volunteers  upon  enrolment  whether 
they  were  willing  to  serve  abroad,  if  need 
be,  they  would  immediately  divide  the 
Volunteer  force  into  two  classes,  those 
who  preferred  to  stay  at  homo  and  those 
who  were  willing  to  serve  abroad,  and 
the  result  in  time  would  inevitably  be 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  youth 
of  the  country  who  would  gladly,  under 
present  conditions,  join  the  force,  but  who 
could  not  tell  what  their  position  would 
be  in  a  few  years,  would  be  prevented  from 
joining  the  Volunteers.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Government  did  not  intend  to  ' 
put  that  question  upon  enrolment,  but 
were  prepared  to  leave  it  until  the  emer- 
gency arose,  then  the  force  of  that 
objection  he  admitted  would  be  greatly 
diminished.  The  hon.  Member  for  Yar- 
mouth had  said  truly  that  in  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  we  ought  to  be  very  clear  as  to  what 
we  were  going  to  do.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  House  to 
take  such  an  intelligent  view  of  the  result 
of  their  action  if  they  adopted  the  Bill, 
for  a  reason  which  he  commended  to  the 
consideration   of    the   hon.   and    gallant  ' 

£/#•  J.  Cohmb. 


Member.  The  terms  of  the 
under  which  the  Volunteers  w«* 
tract  with  the  State  were  not  beta 
House.  They  were  not  in  theBflL 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  See 
only  touched  upon  them  to  drop  i 
but  if  it  was  desirable  that  tit  U 
should  be  clear  as  to  what  stepd 
to  be  taken,  it  was  essential  turf 
terms  of  the  contract,  which  vrJ 
important,  should  be  stated  in  die] 
itself.  On  those  grounds  he  thn&t 
House  was  not  in  a  position  to  jp 
adequately  what  would  be  the  efiud 
proposals  of  the  Government.  Br 
ing  the  Bill  the  House  would  nib 
giving  a  blank  cheque  to  the  Wir  < 
Another  point  which  forced  itself 
his  mind  was  this.  He  could  notii 
why  a  Bill  of  such  far-reacto 
portance  should  be  brought  inn 
late  period  of  the  session.  1 
emanated  from  the  War  Office  own 
emergency  in  the  Transv  ail,  but  tl 
gency  had  passed  away  so  far  as  tb 
teer  service  was  concerned.  H 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wes 
that  if  anything  was  going  to  In 
reform  the  military  system  of  thii 
this  was  not  the  way  to  commen 
should  begin  with  the  War  Offi 
everybody  agreed  required  ref< 
stead  of  adopting  that  reasonar. 
the  Government  appeared  to  be 
up  the  Volunteers  as  a  last 
inent.  He  was  surprised  that 
Gentleman,  who  was  familiar  * 
tary  matters,  should  quote  the 
of  sixteen  Volunteer  colonels  as 
a  sufficient  defence  or  Justine 
such  a  Bill.  Upon  those  grou 
those  grounds  alone,  he  felt  him 
pelled  to  oppose  the  Bill. 


General  GOLDSWORTHY 
mersmith)  said  that  with  rega 
great  portion  of  the  Bill  there  w; 
agreement,  but  there  was  one 
with  which  he  could  not  agree, 
was  the  part  which  asked  the  V< 
to  serve  in  any  part  of  the  work 
or  without  Her  Majesty's  domini 
objection  to  it  was  owing  to  the 
tion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary.  The  Volunteers  w 
home  defence,  and  if  home  defei 
weakened  the  Government  wc 
wrong.  Under  the  present  sj 
any  of  the  Volunteers  desired  : 
abroad  there  was  nothing  to 
them.     Everybody    who  knew  a 
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the 


aware  that 


War  Office  was 
a  war  occurred  there  was  an  im- 
strain  put  upon  the  War  Office 
of  the  want  of  organisation,  and 
not  think  that  the  reform  of  that 
ment  should  be  postponed.  He 
ht  a  great  portion  of  the  Bill  would 
cry  useful,  and  he  supported  the 
id  Reading  with  the  hope  that  the 
ent  would  see  their  way  to 
Sub-section  B  of  Clause  2.  He 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wick, 
declined  to  give  the  Government  a 
cheque,  and  thought  that  the 
ought  to  know  what  they  were 
_^  w  to  do.  %  There  was  one  thing  to  be 
s*9fc&arded  against,  which  was  the  jealousy 
"would  give  rise  to  between  the  Volun- 
and  the  Militia.  All  the  forces 
t  to  work  harmoniously  for  the  good 
the  country,  and  great  care  ought  to 
Kjtti  taken  that  there  should  be  no  petty 
^MWousy  between  them. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) 
to  add  a  few  words  in  support  of 
te  objections  which  had  been  raised  to 
16  Bill.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that 
support  which  had  been  given  to  the 
ure  was  of  the  most  qualified  de- 
S"N  script  ion ;  but  everybody  agreed  that  it 
"u  was  unfortunate  that  the  Bill  should  have 
t,  been  brought  forward  at  so  inopportune 
.  a  time.  There  appeared  to  be  a  con- 
•  census  of  opinion  that  at  the  time  when 
the  country  had  made  great  efforts  in 
connection  with  the  South  African  war 
the  judgment  of  the  House  was  not  suffi- 
ciently unbiassed  to  deal  with  this  matter. 
But  the  Bill  was  inopportune  for  another 
reason.  The  whole  country  had  already 
made  great  sacrifices,  and  it  did  not  seem 
to  be  appropriate  that  this  particular 
time  should  be  chosen  by  the  Government 
to  introduce  a  measure  which  would 
increase  the  burden  of  the  Volunteer 
military  service.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary,  perhaps,  weld  meet 
that  criticism  and  justify  his  action  by  say- 
ing that  the  Government  had  taken  every 
step  possible  for  them  to  take,  and  that 
they  had  consulted  well-known  persons 
upon  the  subject.  Sixteen  officers  had  been 
consulted ;  but  surely  a  very  much  larger 
consultation  was  required  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind.  It  was  necessary  to  get  in 
touch  with  many  more  regiments  through- 
out the  country,  and  those  civilians  who 
were  connected  with  our  military  service 
in  some  way  or  other,  and  not  only  those 
but  the  whole  civil  population.     Further 


I  time  and  further  inquiry  were  necessary 
before  any  organic  change  was  made  in 
the  Volunteer  law.     The  Under  Secretary 
for  War  had,  in  meeting  the  criticisms  in 
the  administration    of   the  War   Office, 
said  that  any  organic  change  could  not 
be    expected   to   be   taken    at    present. 
That  was  the  view  taken  by  the  greater 
portion   of   the   country.      There    were 
many  important  lessons  to  be  learnt  from 
a  war  like  this.     Any  declaration  of  that 
kind   which  had   been  made  would  not 
seem    to    justify    the     Government     in 
bringing  forward  this  Bill  or  any  other 
measure  of  a  similar  character.     As  no 
objection  had  been  raised  to  Clause  1  he 
did  not  know  that  he  need  trouble  the 
House  with  any  observations  upon  it,  but 
he  expressed  a  wish  to  be  informed  as  to 
whether    the    Volunteer    Act  of   1895, 
which  gave  power  to  the  Government  to 
call  out  a  portion  of  the  Volunteer  force 
upon  the  embodiment  of  the  Militia,  did 
not  meet  all  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
Great  stress  had  been  laid  upon  the  fact 
of  the  Government  being  able  to  move 
certain    bodies    of    men   in   case   of  an 
emergency   or  conflict  with    any   other 
Powers  ;  but  before  moving  the  Volun- 
teers surely  the  preliminary  step  of  em- 
bodying the    Militia   would    be    taken. 
And,  if  so,  the  Volunteers  could  be  moved 
under  the  present  law  after  the  Militia 
had  been  embodied.      Why  were  these 
new  powers  needed  in  respect  to  Clause  1  ? 
The  Bill  struck  at  the  root  of  our  present 
system.     In  the  beginning  of   the  year 
large  bodies  of  Volunteers  had  been  sent 
over  the   seas,   and   that    had    left    the 
country  insufficiently  protected,  and  now 
the  Government  had  introduced  a  measure 
designed  to  place  more  men  at  their  dis- 
posal in  case  of  emergency — that  was  the 
effect  of  it,  whatever  might  have  been 
the   intention — it  placed    more   men  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government  for  any 
action  which  they  might  take  abroad.     A 
great  deal  had  been  heard  about  Empire 
during  the  present  year,  but  let  not  the 
House  forget  the  nation,  and  that  home 
defence  wasx  after  all,  one  of  the  most 
responsible   and   essential    parts    of    our 
organisation.    This  scheme  of  the  Govern- 
ment cut  into  the  scheme  of  home  defence 
and  weakened   the   country  in  its  most 
vital  part.    If  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
the    military    force,    how   was    it     that 
nothing  had  been   heard    of   that  inter- 
mediate force,  the  Militia  1    The  present 
Bill    merely    laid    new   burdens  on    the 
backs   of  the    Volunteers,  and  trenched 
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on  the  resources  of  the  country 
for  home  defence.  The  Government  on 
the  question  of  raising  men  for  foreign 
service  had  passed  over  the  Militia  and 
gone  to  the  Volunteers.  He  hoped  as 
the  result  of  the  discussion  the  Bill  would 
not  be  proceeded  with  at  this  time. 

Mr.   SEELY  (Lincoln)   thought   that 
although  the  Government  had  been  wise 
to   raise  this  question  they    would   best 
serve   the  interests  of  the  country   and 
the      Volunteers     by     not     proceeding 
further  with  the  Bill  now.     With  regard 
to  the  first  section,  it  was  a  very  strong 
thing  to  alter  the  conditions  of  service  of 
250,000  men  in  time  of  war,  and  although 
the  Government  said  they  did  not  intend 
to  call  out  such  a  number,  still,   this  Bill 
made  a   considerable   difference   in    the 
law.     It   might  be  used  in  future  in  a 
very  different  manner  from  that  in  which 
the  original  words  could  be  used,  and  for  a 
different  purpose   than    that   for    which 
the      Volunteers      originally      engaged. 
Therefore,    it    was   incumbent     on    the 
Government   to   make  it  perfectly  clear 
that    such    a    step    was   necessary,  not 
simply    for   administrative    convenience, 
but  for  the  defence  of  the  country.     He 
did  not  think  in  that  case  the  country 
would  object,  but  it  was  necessary  that 
such    an    assurance     should     be    given. 
He    should    like    to    know    how    many 
Volunteers  offered  themselves  for  garrison 
duty  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
whether  the    reason   that   their  services 
were  not  accepted  was  to  be  found  in  the 
legal  difficulty,  or  whether  the  reason  was 
that  their  services  were  not  required.     If 
such  a  difficulty  existed,  the  first  clause  of 
the  Bill  was  a  necessity,  but  if  not  the 
proposed  alteration  ought  to  be  very  care- 
fully  considered.      It    seemed  very  like 
mixing  up  the  duties  of  the  Volunteers 
and  the  Militia.     He  always  thought  the 
Volunteers  were   regarded  as   for  home 
defence,  but  the  fact  did  not  appear  to  be 
appreciated  by  the  Government.     As  to 
Clause  2,  the  Government  would  probably 
see  the  wisdom  of  withdrawing  it  for  the 
present.     There  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  against  it ;  and  if  the  Government 
wanted  men  from  the  Volunteers  there 
would  never  be  any  difficulty  in  getting 
them.       As    to     the    "scandal    of     the 
scramble  "  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
that    could   never    be    avoided   by    any 
alteration  of  the  terms  of  service  when 
the  Government  entered  upon  a  war  with 
the  idea  that  they  only  needed  70,000 

Captain  Sinclair. 


men,  and  then  suddenly  discovered^ 
least  230,000  would   be  requini 
hoped  the  Under  Secretary  woddi 
the   House  as   to   the  point  be  i 
end    would  consider  very  cutty 
questions  raised  on  the  sub-aectwa. 


Mr.   WARNER   (Staffordshire,  li 

field)  said  he  should  not  have  intma 

in  the  debate  except  for  the  fact  fa 

sat  upon  the  Committee  which  iai 

posed  to  have  supported  the  ML 

wished  to  draw  attention  to  two  m 

The  first  was  the  liability  of  the  v 

teers  to  be  called  out  in  times  d 

national  danger.     If  it  was  admits 

it  was  necessary  to  call  out  the  1 

teers,  a  man  might  be  able  to  { 

month  of  his  time,  but  he  could  no 

the  whole  year  without  consider! 

juring  his  prospects.     At  one  tint 

thought  thac  no  man  ought  tobeco 

a  soldier  unless  he  came  under  mili 

but  in  South  Africa  it  had  beet 

antly  proved  that  a  man  could  al 

fight  without   ever    having  con 

military  law.       A    great    propt 

the  Volunteer  force   were   well 

but    the    greater    proportion 

trained  as  soldiers.      He  had  sec 

many  Volunteer  corps  for  both 

short  periods  in   camps,  and  he 

seen  a  good  deal  of  Army  at 

training,  and  he  had  come  to  t 

sion  that  unless  men  came  undc 

law,  they  could  not   be  depen 

One    brigade    of     Volunteers 

manoeuvres  he  witnessed  had  h; 

hausting  field  day,  and  they  c 

fectly   well   up    to    a    point,    1 

mid-day  the  Volunteers  began  1 

and  sat  down,  as  they  said  thej 

far  enough,  and  there  was  no" 

punishing   those    men     for    r< 

work.       For    this     reason    h< 

that  the  recommendations   of 

mittee  as  embodied  in    the   £ 

would  be  beneficial  to  the  force 

was  this  point  against  it :  that  tl 

<  unpleasant  conditions    were   ie 

■  the  Volunteers  fewer  men  woul 

j  coming,   although    the    smalle 

I  might  be  more  efficient.     The  i 

!  in  this  question  was  the  liability 

1  service.     He  believed    that  it 

,  injurious  to  the  Volunteer  fo 

would   have  the  effect  of  divi 

;  corps  into  three  sections,  each 

unit  requiring  a  separate  offic 

it  efficient.    This  foreign  service 

ought  to  be  applied  to  the  Mil 
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applied  to  the  Volunteers.     The 
should  be  the  second  line  of  defence 
»Xe  Volunteers  the  third.     It  would 
»ve  an  injurious  effect  upon  recruit- 
^^Jiother  reason  why  this  clause  should 
^^^  passed  was  the  absurdity  of  it.  The 
^^niment  had  proved  that  for  them- 
^fe«.     In  the  earlier  part  of  the  yedr, 
^^    they    asked    for  Volunteers    for 
^  gn  service  they  had  as  many  men  as 
required,  and  if  this  Clause  2  had 
r^    been    the   law   it  would    not  help 
i  to  get  more.     The  second  clause 
ao  objectionable  that  it  ought  to  be 
^>n  out  of  the  Bill.     The  Bill  was  a 
^^y  important  one,  but  it  would  be  wise 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  recon- 
*  ^?r  their  position  as  to  passing  it  this 
*«iotu     At  the  present  moment  all  the 
L^at  leaders  were  in  South  Africa,  and 
the    War    Office     authorities    were 
tttfaged  in  work  in  connection  with  South 
l£rica»    or   ought   to   be;    and   when   a 
^dical  change  of  this  character  was  going 
o   be    made   the   whole  of  those  people 
Might  to  be  consulted.     If  that  was  not 
'.lecesaary,  why  were  not  the  War  Office 
reforms   earned  out  that  were  so  much 
required  ?     The  whole  system  had  broken 
down    and   had    not    worked    smoothly, 
although  it  had  done  a  good  deal  more 
than  it  was  expected  it  would  do.     The 
Government  were  ready  to  tinker  up  the 
Volunteers,  but  were  not  ready  to  under- 
take real  reforms  with  regard  to  the  War 
Office,   because  it  was  said  that  all  the 
imfxirtaiit  people  were  away.     Was  not 
this    Bill  a  part  of   the   reform  ?     Yet 
this  Bill  was  to  be  passed  without  delay. 
The  moment  the  war  was   over  the  re- 
cruiting for  the  Army  would  fall  so  low 
that  they  would  have  difficulty  in  getting 
men,      He  thought  that  before  anyone 
who  had  the  good  of  the  Volunteer  fopce 
at  heart  could  honestly  support  the  Bill, 
the  Government  ought  to  give  a  pledge 
that   they  would  limit  Sub-section  (a)  of 
Clause  2  to  service  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,       If   they   did  so,  most  of   the 
mischief  would  be  taken  out  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  spoke  last  is  in  favour 
of  the  passing  of  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill.  He  shares  the  opinion  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Lincoln 
that  to  remove  the  public  declaration  as 
to  the  apprehension  of  invasion  is  to 
destroy  the  Volunteer  force  as  an  instru- 
ment for  defence.  We  are  all  agreed 
about  that.      He  concluded  his  speech  by 


saying  that  if  the  Government  would 
give  a  pledge  that  the  men  who  offered 
for  service  under  Sub-section  (a)  of  Clause 
2  were  only  to  serve  in  Great  Britain,  he 
would  support  that. 

Mr.  WAENER  :  May  I  make  a  cor- 
rection ?  I  did  not  say  only  to  serve  in 
Great  Britain,  but  I  said  only  to  under- 
take the  condition  of  being  liable  to  be 
called  out  for  service  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  think  that 
follows  ipso  facto  on  the  Bill.  I  must  say 
it  has  given  me  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  find  that  there  is  almost  a  unanimous 
assent  to  the  two  important  objects  of  the 
Bill,  which  I  described  in  my  speech. 
The  third  object  of  the  Bill  has  been 
much  criticised,  and  naturally  criticised, 
for  I  admit  it  is  a  novelty.  I  draw  a 
clear  distinction  between  the  two  main 
objects  and  the  third  object,  which  I  have 
described  as  a  matter  not  so  much  of  im- 
portance as  of  method  and  convenience. 
I  still  hold  to  .my  own  opinion  that 
something  must  be  done  to  avoid  in 
future  what  I  call  the  scandal  of  the 
scramble  which  took  place  in  January. 
It  is  clear  that  we  ought  to  think  out 
these  things  in  time  of  peace,  and  arrive 
at  a  businesslike  and  smooth  form  to  be 
employed  in  time  of  war.  Of  course,  I 
cannot  claim  that  the  third  object  is  one 
of  anything  like  the  urgency  of  the  first 
two  propositions.  That  being  so,  I  am 
not  going  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  reply 
to  arguments  which  rest  on  the  fallacy 
that  I  attach  great  importance  to  this 
proposal  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  Re- 
serve for  the  Army.  That  is  not  sa 
But  as  I  think  there  is  force*  in  the  argu- 
ment that  we  should  wait  for  the  return 
of  the  Volunteers  who  have  gone  out  to 
the  Cape  before  we  invite  Volunteers,  as 
we  do  in  Sub-section  (b)  to  subject  them- 
selves to  liability  "  to  serve  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  whether  within  or  without 
Her  Majesty's  dominions,"  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  press  that  Sub-section.  As 
regards  Sub-section  (a)  the  liability  "  to 
be  called  out  for  actuil  military  service 
at  any  time,"  we  propose  to  limit  that  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  With  those  modi- 
fications, I  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  the 
second  reading. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Let  us  understand  exactly  where  we  are. 
I  understand  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
implies  that  Sub-section  (b)  of  Clause  2 
will  not  be  pressed.  But  what  about  Sub- 
section (a) — will  it  be  pressed  ? 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM ;  Yes. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERMA.n  : 
In  the  broad  sense  in  which  it  stands  they 
m;iy  be  called  out  for  military  service  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  endeavoured  in 
my  speech  this  morning  to  show  that  you 
cou'd  not  modify  the  provision  in  the 
Volunteer  Act  unless  by  using  general 
terms,  and  that  then  under  those  terms 
yo:i  could  issue  restrictive  regulations. 
That  is  the  way  in  which  it  should  be 
done,  and  I  humbly  submit,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me,  that  the 
point  could  be  argued  more  conveniently  in  I 
Committee  if  we  are  agreed  on  the 
object. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
It  is  an  important  object,  I  admit.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  consider  whether  it 
requires  such  a  sweeping  phrase  as  this, 
that  all  the  Volunteers  everywhere  are  to 
be  subject  to  be  called  out  for  service  at  | 
any  time.  I  think  that  is  an  alarming: 
proposition. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  quite  willing 
to  argue  that  point  in  Committee. 

*Sir  HENRY  FLETCHER:  I  have 
listened  to  this  debate  in  a  double  posi- 
tion— as  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee  which  has  been  alluded  to, 
and  which  sat  six  years  ago,  and  also 
as  having  served  in  Her  Majesty's  Volun- 
teer force  since  1859.  1  do  hope  tho 
House  will  accept  the  explanation  of  tho 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  read  a  second  time,  leaving  out  thosG 
parts  he  has  alluded  to.  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  I  did  not  intend  to  take  any 
part  in  the  debate  until  I  heard  the  ex- 
planation that  has  just  been  given  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War* 
I  felt  that  the  sub-section  designated  (b) 
in  Clause  m2  could  not  receive  the  support 
of  those  who  had  the  interest  of  th( 
Volunteer  force  at  heart.  Now,  owing 
to  the  explanation  given  to  us,  I  feel 
relieved  in  my  mind,  and  I  consider  that 
what  is  proposed  to  be  done  will  be  not 
only  for  the  benefit  of  the  Volunteers, 
but  also  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  at 
large. 

Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire,!  Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar 
E.R.,  Holderness) :  I  wish  to  call  atten- 1  asked  whether  it  was  or  was 
tion  to  one  feature  of  Sub-section  (a),  to  j  the  case  that  the  passing  of  Clau 
which  my  hon.  friend  thinks  he  has ;  of  the  Bill^  would  impose  fresh  o 
received  the  assent  of  the  House.     I  shall    tions  upon  Volunteers  now  serving. 


Confine  myself  entirely  to  Sub*m J 
What  the  Government  want  »iJ 
understand,  is  to  be  able  to  call  «^ 
Volunteers  for  military  serrktti 
time.  They  cannot  do  that  micj 
present  Act,  and  they  propose  ui 
over  the  difficulty  by  saying  that!* 
teers  shall  come  under  an  obligation!! 
called  out  for  actual  military  wnisi 
any  time.  Objection  has  been  tdaj 
that,  because  it  is  felt  that  it 
Volunteers.  I  agree  with  those  ifo  i 
that  it  is  extremely  objectionable  tkij 
our  civic  force  we  should  have  soma 
who  have  a  liability  different  from  rib] 
I  want  to  submit  to  my  hon.  modM 
Under  Secretary  for  War  wkdaikl 
object  of  the  Government  would  wiV 
met  by  so  altering  the  law  tta  fe 
Government  may  accept  the  serai 
of  Volunteers  at  any  time  trail 
placing  anyone  under  previous  ottipa 
to  give  them.  In  the  moment 
emergency  you  want  a  number  of  n 
As  the  Bill  now  stands  you  can  < 
accept  those  men  who  are  under  pro 
liability  to  join.  Surely  there  is 
object  in  that.  The  proposal  is  op 
the  objection  that  you  classify  the  >" 
teers  in  two  separate  sections.  I  v 
suggest  that  you  should  alter  the  L 
as  to  give  the  Government  now. 
accept  the  services  of  Volunteers  if 
I  choose.  You  would  then  have  the 
intact  as  it  is  at  present,  and  at  the 
time  open  wide  the  door  for  them  t« 
their  services  in  time  of  emergency. 
persuaded  that  that  would  be  a 
better  and  more  popular  reform  to 
in  this  direction.  I  would  urge  mi 
friend  to  consider  the  aspect  o 
l  question  I  have  just  now  alluded  U 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) 

I  whether    in   ^the    event     of   Sub-s 

(a)   of   Clause   2  becoming  law,  p; 

j  Volunteers  would  require  to  be  enfi; 


Mr.   WYNDHAM:    That   is   n 
They  do  not  enlist.     They  enrol. 

Colonel    WELBY  (Taunton) 
whether  there  would  be  provision 
Volunteer  taking  himself  out   of  thi 
by  giving  certain  notice. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Certainly. 
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the  case  that  it  would  not  be 
on  them  unless  they  were  willing 
into  these  new  obligations  1 

WYNDHAM :  I  cannot  go  into 
questions  on  the  Second  Reading. 

HENRY    FOWLER     (Wolver- 
Dn,  E.)said  it  was  a  question  whether 
should  not  press  this  to  a  division  if 
did  not  clearly  understand  the  inten- 
«tof  the  Government.     What  he  under- 
was  that  Sub-section  (a)  of  Clause  2 
be  confined  to  the  United  King- 
and,  secondly,  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
dropped  Sub-section  (b)  altogether, 
i  was  not  open  to  argument. 

^TfMfe.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  said 
should  like  to  know  from  the  Under 
Btary  for  War  in  what  way  the  con- 
It  of  the  Volunteers  was  to  be  given, 
Bther  it  would  be  by  individual  Con- 
or by  the  colonel  commanding. 
foetid  it  be  possible,  for  example,  for  the 
~Miel  of  a  Volunteer  battalion  to  call 
tit  his  800  men  on  parade,  and,  after  an 
,-patriotic  speech,  say,  "Now,  all  you 
en  who  are  willing  to  go  on  active 
^jervice  march  to  the  front" — the  effect 
cr^ibeing  to  make  all  the  men  who  stay 
^behind  to  appear  more  or  less  unpatriotic 
^  ♦r  cowardly  f 

=a*  Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Assuredly  not. 
^  There  will  be  a  separate  contract  with 
*•'  *nch  individual  man.  If  the  House  will 
*  Allow  the  Second  Reading  to-day  I  shall 
9  ^eal  with  all  these  points  in  Committee. 

.'  Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  asked  leave 
j     to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

:         Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

[  Main     Question   put,   and  agreed   to. 

r     Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

BESERVE  FORCES  BILL  [Lords]. 
[Second  Reading] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  there  need 
be  very  few  words  said  in  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.  It  has  two 
objects.  In  the  first  place,  it  will  abolish 
the  present  restrictions  in  the  use  of  the 
supplemental  section  of  the  Army  Reserve. 
At  present,  under  the  Reserve  Forces  Act 
of  1882,  Reservists  of  a  certain  category 
can  only  be  got  at  when  the  whole  of 
Sections  B  and  C  have  been  exhausted. 
Many  difficulties  arising  out  of  that 
division  have  been  revealed  during  the  war. 
ii  the  first  place,  on  20th*  December  we 


]  had  to  call  out  8,000  men  of  Sections  B 
;  and  C  who  were  not  needed.  I  think 
:  the  House  will  see  that  that  is  very  hard 
,  on  everybody.  It  is  hard  on  the  taxpayer, 
who  has  to  pay  the  man  full  pay  when 
he  is  not  doing  full  work ;  it  is  hard  on  the 
Reservist,  who  has,  perhaps,  thrown  up 
his  employment  and  is  not  wanted  but 
sent  back ;  it  is  hard  on  his  wife,  whose 
arrangements  are  dislocated  by  receiv- 
ing separation  allowance  for  a  few 
days  and  then  the  allowance  ceasing ; 
it  is  hard  on  the  charitable  associa- 
tions which  have  come  forward  with 
such  humanity  to  assist  in  these  matters  ; 
and  it  is  hard  on  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  mobilisation,  who,  at  a  time  when  the 
depot  is  already  clogged  with  men,  has  to 
deal  with  additional  men  for  whom  he  has 
no  need;  and  it  is  hard  on  regimental 
tradition.  I  think  that,  while  preserving 
i  the  principle  that  we  should  take  the 
i  men  who  last  left  the  Army  first,  we 
ought  to  apply  that  principle  to  regi- 
ments and  not  to  the  whole  of  the 
Reserve.  If  you  want  a  few  Reservists 
you  fall  back  on  the  men  who  left  a  year 
ago,  and,  if  you  want  more,  you  take  the 
men  who  left  two  years  ago. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  fVyndham.) 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
!  I  think  the  main  object  of  this  Bill  is  one 
that  can  be  accepted.     There  is  only  one 
point  that  I  am  doubtful  about,  and  it  is 
a  humble  and   sordid  question.      There 
;  are  two  classes  of  men   who  have*  dif- 
ferent   obligations.      One  class  get  6d. 
i  a    day  and  the  other  class  get  4d.   a 
1  day.      Supposing     I     have     served    in 
'.  a  regiment  in  which  you  have  a  great 
many  sixpenny  men,  and  I  personally  am 
i  not  called  upon  until  you  have  exhausted 
!  all  the  sixpenny  men  in  the  other  regi- 
1  ment,  is  there  not  a  danger  of  injustice 
;  being  done  in    dealing    with    the    two 
|  classes  1    I  am  afraid  that  is  an  important 
!  omission     from     the     statement.       We 
should  have,  of  course,  to  give  sixpence 
|  in  every  case,  and  a  proper  check  on  the 
number  under  Sub-section  (b)  would  be 
i  only  to  pass  men  into  that  section  who 
|  are  efficient.     I  believe  the  proper  way  to 
!  keep  it  within   limits  is  by  raising  the 
standard  and  paying  the  reserve  properly. 

j  Captain  SINCLAIR  asked  whether 
I  this  Bill  did  not  involve  the  placing  of  an 
I  increased  charge  upon  the  expenditure  of 
i  the  country. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No,  I  do  not  think  '.  that  claims  for  compensation  1 
that  follows  at  all.     That  is  a  question  !  from  year  to  year  or  by  \ 
that  will  be  debated  when  the  Estimates  j  ing  unexpired  terms  of  not 
come  on.    It  depends  on  the  policy  of  the  j  eighteen  months  to  run  should  h( 
Government  of   the  day — whether  they  |  mined   under  Section  1 21  of  hi 


wish  ito  have  many  or  few. 

Mr.  WARNER  said  he  presumed  that 
the  4d.  men  were  to  have  6d.,  and  that 
would  mean  an  increase  on  the  cost  of 
the  Reserve,  unless  they  reduced  the 
total  number.  He  did  not  suppose  that 
this  or  any  Government  was  likely  to 
reduce  the  number  of  the  Reserve.  He 
thought  the  country  was  ready  to  meet 
the  small  increased  expenditure  on  the 
Reserve,  looking  to  the  magnificent  way 
they  succeeded  in  filling  up  the  regi- 
ments. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 
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Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Grant  Lawson  (Yorkshire,  N.R., 
Thirsk)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  Clause 
1  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)    .       ,     ,   ,   .     ^. 
said  there  were  two  points  in  the  clause  to  i  "  «dopt«l  m  this  ca* 
which  he  wished  to  refer.      The  first  was  !  producing  leaseholders 
with  regard  to  Sub-section  (a), 


Clauses  Act,  1815,  he  pointea  m 
that  section  only  referred  totbnil 
from  year  to  year,  and  he  wiiMt ' 
why  it  had  been  thus  exteodei 

The  FINANCIAL  SECfi 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hasbch,! 
ton):  The    hon.    Member  has 
correctly  stated  the  law  under  tht  1 
Clauses  Act.     The  law  is  that  in  tfei 
of  demolition  of  buildings  the 
tax  and  the  same  poor-rate  arc  tot  _ 
as  were  paid  before  the  demolhimi 
place,  and  should   continue  to  ki 
until  the  new  buildings  are  erectod.  1 
the  land  tax  is  paid  to  the 
and  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  ibetid 
ment  should  .pay  the  land  taxtoftfl 
There  is  no  necessity  to  pay  tUt  \a% 
all.     As  to  the  poor-rate,  I  agree  \ 
Government  ought  to  go  on  pay 
same  poor-rate,  but,  at  any  rate,  in  t 
the  Government  is  not  liable  toptjri 
at  all,  and  the  words  of  which  tul 
Member  complains  are  simply  id 
protect  that  right  of  the  Crown. 
having    been    done,    I     agree    that 
practice  of  paying  on  the  same  ban 
other  ratepayers  should   be  adopted,  I 
I  will  undertake  to  see  that  the  prroojbl 

with  not 
to    run 


When  the  j  tnan  e*gnteen   m°nths   to    run  into  tkt  I 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  looked  at  the  j  other  sub-section  is  to  save  legal  eipma 

reasonableness  of  the  proposal  he  had  to    P\e.  Government  consider   that  a  la* 

-  -  -r  -       -  -     -        'holder  with  no  greater  interest  than  taa 


submit  he  did  not  think  the  right  hon.  ■  .  ,.    n        -  ,, 

Gentleman  would  consider  there  was  any  i 1S  P^ically  m  the  same  poeitiea  »* 

ground  whatever  for  making  an  exception 


j  yearly  tenant. 


in  the  case  of  the  Post  Office.  The  Land 
Clauses  Act  very  properly  prescribed  that 
where  an  undertaking  would  change  the 
character  of  the  land,  the  same  land  tax 
and  poor-rate  as  before  should  be  paid 
from  the  time  of  demolition  until  the 
property  could  be  rated  again  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  and  he  saw  no  reason  for 
exempting  the  Post  Office  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  principle.  That  was  a  reason- 
able position,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
commend  itself  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Of  course  they  could  not  take 
it  out  of  the  clause  at  the  present  moment, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  gfve 
them  an  assurance  that  the  point  would 
be  considered  in  another  place.  With  re- 
gard to  the  sub-section   which  provided 


Mr.  WARNER  said  the  principle  Id 
now  been  conceded  that  the  Government 
were  to  pay  rates  like  other  people. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  hon.  Member* 
entirely  mistaken.  We  do  not  pay  r*Ut 
the  same  as  other  people.  The  Govern- 
ment has  its  own  valuer,  and  if  we  wan 
to  strike  out  the  words  regarding  the 
poor  rate  in  this  case  we  should  depart 
from  our  universal  rule  oi  having  our 
own  valuer. 

Mr.  WARNER  said  it  was  not  a  seriow 
thing  whether  the  valuer  was  paid  by  the 
Government  or  the  district.  He  thought 
his  hon.  friend  was  justified  in  laisrag 
this  question.  ' 
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_  JONATHAN  SAMUEL   (Stock- 
ed the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
miry  \v,%s  rather  inconsistent,  for  thia 
n.     Ha  said  in  reference  to  the  land 
mat  it  was  a  case  of  the  Government 
j$  the  tax  to  the  Government,  but  in 
e   it    was   not  so.     This  Bill  was 
«ted    by    the    Postmaster  General. 
t*03t  Office  was  a  remunerative  De- 
en  t  of  the  State,  and  the  Post  Office 
led  upon  to  pay  taxes  at  all  should 
Aikti  o  tlier  business  concerns  the  taxes 
~mip>n  the  property  it  owned.     If  the 
i    Office  wure  run  by  a  private  com- 
&7  they  would  be  liable  for  this  tax. 
fore  he  thought   the   argument  of 
right    hon.    Gentleman    was    very 
teat.     He  believed  that  the  right  hon. 
f. I. -in. in    argued  in  a  different   sense 
e  time  ago.     If  a  corporation  owned 
or  water  works  the  rates  upon  the 
^*3ertaking    were     paid     over    to    the 
krporation.     It  should  be  the  same  with 
^Government  Department  making  about 
-  4,000,000  or  £5,000,000  a  year.     It  was 
Aifair  that  they  should  demolish  buildings 
X\  any  locality,  and  that  they  should  for 
*he    time     heing     withdraw    from    the 
\ocality  the  rates  which  would  have  been 
lyable    on    the   buildings    demolished. 
e    thought    the    Government    got   off 
very   cheaply  indeed   with   reference   to  I 
rates.      He   held  in    his   hand   the   last 
Return  issued  to  the  House  by  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman.       Anyone  reading  the 
Return  and  knowing  the  buildings  in  the 
different  towns  would  see  that  the  build- 
ings were  rat*»d  far  below  their  value,  and  I 
did  not  contribute  to  the  local  rates  what 
they  ought  to  pay.     He  thought,  there-  ' 
fore,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought 
to  give  a  pledge  that  he  would  consider 
this  subject  with  the  view  of  having  the 
law  changed,   so  that  this  State  Depart- 
ment, like  any  other  Department,  private 
individual ,  or    company  in   the  country 
should  be  held  responsible  for  the  rates 


'B 


m 


- 


Mb.  RECKITT  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg): 
It  may  interest  the  House  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  to  know  upon 
what  basis  the  valuer  for  the  Post  Office 
ttoocuece   the    value  for  rating  purposes, 


because  there  are  a  variety  of  different 
rules  of  assessment  throughout  the 
[country,  so  that  what  is  a  perfectly 
fair  assessment  in  one  locality  may 
be  a  very  unfair  one  in  another.  If 
you  have  a  hard  and  fast  system  you  may 
have  a  post  office  in  one  county  properly 
rated  by  the  contribution  paid  by  the. 
Department  to  the  local  authority,  while 
in  the  very  next  county  you  may  find 
that  the  assessment  put  on  by  the  Govern- 
ment officials  is  ridiculously  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  general  assessment  of  other 
property  in  the  same  place.  I  think  the 
time  has  come  when  the  Post  Office 
should  allow  the  assessments  to  be  made 
by  the  locality,  and  if  the  Government 
still  maintain  the  position  that  they  are 
not  compelled  to  pay  rates,  but  are  willing 
to  make  a  grant  in  lieu  of  rates,  that 
grant  should  approximate  to  the  assess- 
ment made  by  the  local  assessment  conir 
mittee.  Jf  that  were  done  a  great  deal 
of  friction  and  ill-feeling  would  be 
removed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  was  surprised  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  not 
I  given  a  more  favourable  answer.  This 
I  was  not  a  question  of  the  local  or  the 
I  Government  valuators ;  the  amount  was 
fixed  by  the  statute  and  not  by  the 
valuator  at  all.  The  question  of  valua- 
tion did  not  enter  into  the  matter ;  it 
was  simply  a  question  of  justice  to  the 
poor  rate  authority.  The  object  of  the 
law  was  to  protect  everybody  whose 
interest  was  affected,  and  the  poor  rate 
interest  was  here  undoubtedly  affected. 
It  was  astonishing  that  the  Secretary  to 
I  the  Treasury  did  not  see  the  difference 
between  the  question  of  the  rating  of 
Government  property  generally,  and  this 
question  of  protecting  the  interest  of  the 
poor  rate.  Nothing  could  be  more 
reasonable  than  that  a  Government  De- 
partment should  in  this  respect  be  put  in 
the  same  position  as  any  other  under- 
taking, but  here  Government  property 
was  to  be  treated  quite  differently. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  159  ; 
Noes,  119.     (Division  List  No.  225.) 


Aird,  John 
All8opp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnoid-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Re.  Hon.  John 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 


AYES. 

Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch,r 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Banley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 


Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  T.Gibson  (King  sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Re.  Hon.  St.  John 
Campbell,Rt.Hn.  J  A.  (Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W(Derbyshii» 
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Cayzer,  Sir  Chnrles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Ut.  Hon.  J(15irm.) 
Chamberlain,  J  Austen(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Kb.  Hon.  Henry 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry. 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  It. 
Colston,  Chas.  E- 1 w.H.  Athole 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(Heref  d) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Gla«g'w) 
Cross.Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymnle,  Sir  Charles 
Dixon- Hart  land,  Sir  Fred.  D. 
Douglas,  lit.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  WilliamTheodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edwaid 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  ( Man'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rht.  Penrose- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gar  tit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 


Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Asmiith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Bain  bridge,  Emerson 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Cameron.  Robert  (Durham) 

Campbell-Rannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carvill,Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Colville,  John 

Commins,  Andrew 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crombie,  John  William 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Daly  James 
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Gunter.  Colonel 
Han  bury,  Rt.Hn.  Robert  Win. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  William  H. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees  . 
LawTence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  E.  H. 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Lie  welyn,SirDillwyn- (Sw'ns'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(Eve-«ham 
Lonsdale,  John  Browniee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  ( Edinburgh, W. 
MK.il  lop,  James 
Manners,  Lord  Ed  ward  Wm.  J. 
Marks,  Henry  Hananei 
Massey-Mainwaring.Hn.W.  F, 
Meysey-Thomi)son,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan.Hn.  Fred  (Monm'tlish. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptford 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 

NOES. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Evans,SirFranc'MH.(South,ton 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gladstone,  Rt.Hn  Herbt.John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourlev,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  SirWilliam  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Scale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.Hn.  Chailes  H. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hornimau,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  Alfred  James 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
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Platt-Higgins,  Fidni 
Powell,  Sir  Fran*^ 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir'Jame* 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sirt.1 
Ritchie,  Rt  HonXTfc 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.«CVki 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Ijnm 
Rutherford.  John' 
Samuel,  Harry  &  (lad 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Ett 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henrv 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.1B1 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  iCV 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  [M 
Simeon,  Sir  Barringta 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Rants 
Smith,  J  as.  Parker  (U 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.Dtf 
Spencer.  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (On 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  lS< 
Stewart,SirMarkJ.M- 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed 
Tritton,  Charles  En* 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Bart 
Welby,Lt.Col.A.CR 
Wharton,  Rt.HonJ< 
Whiteley,H .  ( Aahtoc 
Whitmore,  Charles 
Willianis,JoeephPo' 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  F 
Wodehouse,  Ivt.Hn. 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  ttarinadul 
Young  Comin-radei 
Te  .lers    for    tk 
Sir  William   W 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Jones,  Wm.   (Cam 
Kay-Shuttleworth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lou  bouc here,  Hen 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson.SirWilfrid 
Lewis,  John  Herbc 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleene,  Daniel 
Mactfeill,  John  Gc 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Laren,  Charles  J 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mather,  William 
Mendl,  Sigiamiind 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( W 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (C 
Mo ul  ton,  John  Flei 
Norton,  Capt.   Oec1 
Nussey,  Thomas  V 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (J 
O'Coii  nor,  Jaine*(  W 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.   M. 
Palmer,  George  W. 
Pearson,  Sir  Weeti 
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Toneph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Etobert  William 
B»  John  Wynford 
IL,  Benjamin 
*on,SirG.  A.  (Lanes.  S\V 

Patrick  Joseph 
Robert  John 
*■!,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
i%  Harold  James 
fcir  Robert  Threshie 
as,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
ZJharlesPrestwich(Leigh 
•Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
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Shoe,  James  John 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Souttar,  Robinson 

Spicer,  Albert 

Scan  hope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Strachey,  Edward 

Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 

Tennant,  Harold  John 

Thomas, DavidAlfred(  tferthyr 

Ure,  Alexander 


Wallace,  Robert 

Walton,  JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 

Warner.Thomas  Courtenay  T 

Wedderburn,  Sir  William 

Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 

Wilson,  John  (Govan) 

Woodhouse,Sir J.  T.  ( H'ddersf  d 

Woods,  Samuel 

Youn<*  Samuel  (Cavan,  E.) 

Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr. 
Jonathan  Samuel. 


L.  CALDWELL  pointed  out  that 
gh  this  was  nominally  a  Government 
are,  it  was  really  a  private  Bill.     It 

therefore,  necessary  that  the  plans 
jooks  of  reference  should  be  put  in 
FeA-room  or  elsewhere  in  such  a  way 
those  interested  in  the  various  con- 
encies  affected  might  have  an  oppor- 
y  of  seeing  the  plans,  and  knowing 
bly  what  were  the  proposed  altera- 
i.  In  this  particular  case,  a  number 
ghts-of-way  were  to  be  closed,  but  it 
&  very  peculiar  thing  that,  so  fai  as 
Corporation  of  London  was  con- 
3d,  great  care  was  taken  that  no 
B-of-way  should  be  shut  up  there, 
rished  for  an  assurance  that  in  future, 
t  the  House  was  practically  consider- 
Mlls  of  this  character  in  Committee, 
>lans  should  be  placed  in  the  Tea- 
i,  so  that  any  Member  in  whose  con- 
en  cy  the  proposed  compulsory  powers 

to  be  granted  might  have  an  oppor- 
,y  of  seeing  whether  local  interests 

affected  by  the  Bill. 

R.  HANBURY  pointed  out  that  this 
practically  an  unopposed  Bill,  and 
ibers  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
g  the  plans  and  books  of  reference 
h  did  not  occur  in  the  case  of  ordi- 
unopposed  Bills. 

R.  CALDWELL  asked  why  the  Com- 
ee  should  be  dealing  with  the  Bill 
$e  by  clause  and  line  by  line  if  it  had 

dealt  with  upstairs.  The  position 
altogether  different  from  that  of  a 
mittee  on  an  unopposed  private  Bill, 
e  form  was  to  be  kept  up  of  making 
House  responsible  for  the  wording  of 
Bill  by  passing  the  measure  through 

House  sitting  as  a  Committee, 
ibers  ought  to  have  the  materials  for 
ring  out  their  duty  properly.  He, 
)fore,  thought  the  assurance  for 
h  he  had  asked  ought  to  be  given. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
think  there  is  something  to  be  said  for 
the  demand  of  my  hon.  friend.  At  any 
rate,  I  rise  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  give  an  assurance  of  some  sort 
that  local  opinion  will  be  consulted  in  the 
future  when  land  is  to  be  taken  for  Post 
Office  purposes.  In  my  own  constituency 
land  has  been  purchased,  but  no  heed 
whatever  has  been  paid  to  local  opinion. 
A  position  has  been  selected  which,  in 
my  judgment  and  in  the  judgment  of  the 
mercantile  community,  is  altogether  a 
wrong  one.  Instead  of  being  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  it  is  some  distance 
away,  and  no  notice  whatever  was  taken 
of  the  representations  of  the  most  repre- 
sentative bodies  in  the  constituency.  The 
plan  suggested  by  my  hon.  friend  is  a  most 
reasonable  one,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  assurance 
asked  for  should  be  refused.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  is 
always  ready  to  meet  representatives, 
hear  their  views,  and  as  far  as  possible 
to  consult  them,  but  unfortunately  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  the  supreme 
authority  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
I  wish  he  were,  as  probably  then  there 
would  not  be  so  much  opposition  to  these 
matters.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  have 
the  assurance  that  where  lands  are  to  be 
bought  the  greatest  possible  care  should 
be  taken  to  consult  local  opinion,  and 
that  the  opportunity  should  be  given  for 
Members  interested  to  see  exactly  what 
is  intended  to  be  done  with  regard  to 
post  offices  in  their  constituencies. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  that  no  doubt  in 
the  case  of  a  Bill  such  as  that  under  con- 
sideration where  the  purchase  was  one  of 
property  by  the  Government  it  was  a  little 
different  from  that  of  an  ordinary  Railway 
Bill.  He  would  therefore  consult  those 
who  advised  him  in  these  matters  and  see 
whether  there  would  be  any  objection  to 
allowing  the  plans  in  future  to  be  placed 
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in  the  Tea-room.  He  could  not  himself 
see  why  there  should  be  any  great  objec- 
tion, and  if  possible  it  should  be  done. 

Mr,  JOHN  BURNS :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  consented  to  do  what 
two  or  three  years  ago  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Works  promised  to  do 
in  relation  to  other  Government  build- 
ings. 1  wish  to  support  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  by  giving 
an  illustration.  Three  or  four  years  ago 
I  made  representations  to  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Works  that  wherever  a  post 
office  was  to  be  erected,  the  local 
authority  should  be  consulted,  not 
only  as  to  the  site,  but  upon  all 
matters  relating  to  the  position 
of  public  buildings  in  relation  to  other 
buildings  in  the  town.  For  instance,  it 
sometimes  happens  that  the  Postmaster 
General  is  advised  that  a  post  office  should 
project  eight  or  ten  feet  beyond  the  line 
of  frontage  of  adjacent  buildings,  and  the 
local  authorities  very  properly  resent 
that.  Government  buildings  ought  to 
comply  with  the  local  authority's  regula- 
tions as  to  line  of  frontage,  sewage, 
drainage,  and  sanitation.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  consult  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  he  will  find  that 
three  years  ago  he  promised  that  when- 
ever a  post  office  was  to  be  erected  in 
London,  before  the  site  was  finally  deter- 
mined upon  the  line  of  frontage  should  be 
submitted  to  the  local  Building  Act 
authority,  and  that  their  regulations 
should  be  complied  with.  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  carry  out  that  promise  of 
three  years  ago.  In  the  clause  under  dis- 
cussion, as  in  Clauses  6  and  7,  the 
City  Corporation  is  selected  for  special 
reference,  and  to  that  particular  body 
extraordinary  deference  is  shown.  I  would  I 
advise  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  cut 
out  the  references  to  any  particular 
city,  and  say  that  whenever  a  post  office  | 
is  built  the  local  regulations  should  be 
complied  with.  If  he  makes  a  general 
reference  of  that  kind  he  will  get  his  Bills 
through  much  more  easily,  because  he  will 
then  not  have  Member  after  Member  for 
towns  specially  mentioned  getting  up  and 
making  speeches,  and  other  Members 
who  are  excluded  protesting  against  these 
special  references. 

Mr.  WARNER:  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  really  carry  out  the  half 

Mr.  Hanbury. 


promise  he  has  made  to  bring  ti 
into  some  place  where  we  eu« 
and  also  arrange  that  we  4 
able  to  see  them  in  suffioa 
The  great  difficulty  is  tta 
are  very  often  not  depni 
time  for  people  to  realise  tk 
injustice  is  being  done  to  a 
There  have  been  two  or  three : 
in  my  own  constituency  where 
Office  has  not  given  complete  a 
in  regard  to  site,  etc.,  and  whe 
plans  had  been  deposited  in  tin 
factory  arrangement  might  h 
arrived  at. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  : — 

Mr.  CALDWELL  pointed 
regard  to  this  clause  there  v 
difficulty  connected  with  tk 
plans.  The  policy  of  Pari 
been  that  when  powers  w« 
to  any  undertaker  to  pull  doi 
beyond  a  certain  number  tb 
should  be  rehoused.  Owing 
plans,  however,  it  could  not  1 
the  effect  of  the  proposals 
Office  would  be  on  the  dwe 
working  classes. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  the 
the  hon.  Member  had  bee 
certain  extent  by  the  proi 
into  the  matter  of  the  layi 
He  did  not  think,  howevx 
houses  would  be  taken  un< 
which,  in  the  case  of  an  ordi 
Bill,  would  have  come  withii 
tion  of  the  clause  to  which  th 
ber  had  referred. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  thoughi 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
general  answer  indeed.  It  real 
to  saying  that  the  right  hon. 
did  not  know  anything  about 
Committee  were  asked  to  p 
without  any  of  the  informatic 
I  they  were  entitled.  He  would 
some  slight  Amendment  sho 
in  the  Bill,  in  order  to  necessit 
stage,  and  before  that  stage 
the  necessary  information  coi 
It  was  evident,  however,  that 
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intended  to  carry  the  Bill  without 
Client,  but  they  could  not  expect  to 
ilirough  as  easily  as  they  would  do 
i^y  were  perfectly  frank  in  the 
*_  Why  should  not  a  paying  con- 
Ike  the  Post  Office  pay  in  a  busi- 
fee  way,  instead  of  seeking  to  escape 
Kdinary  liabilities  that  Parliament 
sd  upon  everybody  to  whom  com- 
— y  powers  were  granted  ? 

^.  HANBURY  thought  the  hon. 
ber  was  wrong  in  not  accepting  his 
■lent  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
Mi  to  be  pulled  down,  but  he  would 
rtake  to  have  the  matter  again  looked 
and  the  fullest  information  should  be 
3  on  the  Third  Reading.  If  there 
i  cases  which  in  a  private  Bill  would 
3  within  the  operation  of  the  clause 
Ted  to,  he  would  undertake  that  that 
se  should  be  made  to  operate  in  regard 
lis  Bill. 

it.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S ) 
that  the  effect  of  this  clause  taken 

Clause  1  would  be  that  in  some 
lets  the  assessable  value  of  the  dis- 

would  be  reduced.  The  Post  Office 
it  pull  down  buildings  valued  at  £300 
400  and  erect  a  building  which  the 
arnment  valuator  might  assess  at  only 
0,  with  the  result  that  there  would  be 
scided  loss  to  the  local  authority, 
i  clause  again  proved  how  unfair  it 

that  a  local  authority  should  not  be 
ved  to  assess  these  buildings  on  the 
e  basis  as  other  property  in  the 
rict. 

[r.  HANBURY  pointed  out  thafc  the 
.  Member  seemed  to  assume  that  the 
3erty  to  be  erected  by  the  Government 
lid  be  of  less  value  than  that  to  be  de- 
ished,  whereas  really  the  buildings  to 
srected  would  be  much  more  valuable, 
ras  quite  possible  to  say  the  buildings 
lid  not  be  assessed  at  the  same  rate, 
aiuse  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  Govern- 
lt  were  exempt  from  rates  altogether. 
>  hon.  Member  should  however 
>llect  that,  at  any  rate,  within  the  last 
years,  the  Treasury  had  seen  to  it 
t  the  valuation  made  by  the  Govern- 
it  valuer  should  be  at  least  equal  to 
t  made  by  the  local  authority,  and  he 
llenged  any  hon.  Member  to  point  to 
ngle  case  in  which  there  had  been  any 
lplaint  in  that  respect  from  the  local 
3ssment  committee. 


Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  expressed 
his  willingness  to  respond  to  the  challenge 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  In  Stock- 
ton-on-Tees the  post  office,  customs  house, 
Inland  Revenue  house,  county  court, 
telephone  wires,  and  other  items  were  all 
rated  at  the  small  amount  of  £470.  If 
they  were  assessed  by  the  local  valuer 
the  amount  would  be  much  higher,  and 
he  believed  the  post  office  alone  would  be 
assessed  at  over  £400.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asserted  that  Govern- 
ment property  was  assessed  at  the  same 
value  as  other  property  was  assessed  at 
by  the  local  authorities,  if  he  would  look 
through  his  own  Return  he  would  see  that 
that  was  not  the  case. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : — 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  in  this 
clause  there  was  a  general  proviso  that 
the  Postmaster  General  might  divert, 
alter,  and  stop  up  any  street,  roadway, 
or  passage  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the 
lands  shown  on  the  plans.  In  the  case 
of  this  Bill  they  were  dealing  with  two 
comparatively  poor  districts  in  London, 
and  they  were  dealing  with  public  rights. 
Sub-section  2  of  Clause  6  provided — 

"Nevertheless,  nothing  in  this  Act  shall 
authorise  the  Postmaster  General  to  stop  up 
or  close  the  public  passage'  or  footway 
between  Lombard  Street  and  King  William 
Street,  known  at*  Post  Office  Court,  in  the  City 
of  London." 

He  was  not  complaining  of  that,  but  it 
showed  the  different  way  in  which  London 
was  treated  as  compared  with  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  He  wanted  to  know 
exactly  the  effect  of  closing  up  that 
passage,  because  they  had  not  the  plans 
before  them.  Not  having  those  plans 
they  could  not  allow  a  passage  to  be 
closed  without  knowing  exactly  how  and 
in  what  respect  the  public  interests  would 
be  affected. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  hon.  Member 
must  know  very  well  that  this  passage 
could  not  be  closed  without  the  assent  of 
the  public  authority,  and  that  assent 
would  not  be  given  if  it  was  against  the 
public  interest.  The  public  authorities 
have  had  the  fullest  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  plans  and  of  knowing  everything  that 
was  to  be  done.  They  had  the  power  of 
presenting  petitions  against  the  Bill,  but 
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no  such  petitions  have  been  presented, 
and  no  opposition  whatever  has  been 
raised  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  very  strange  that 
the  hon.  Member  should  repeat,  on  clause 
after  clause,  bis  want  of  confidence  in  the 
local  authorities.  The  local  author! ties 
must  know  the  circumstances  of  the 
locality  butter  than  anyone  else,  and  they 
have  had  the  fullest  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  plans.  They  have  had  the  fullest  in- 
formation possible.  The  only  real  basis 
for  any  complaint  which  the  hon.  Member 
makes  is  apparently  the  sub-section  which 
provides : — 

Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  authorise  the 
Postmaster  General  to  stop  up  or  close  the 
public  passage  or  footway  iietwoen  Lombard 
Street  and  King  William  Street/* 

That  is  a  very  important  passage,  which 
the  Post  Office  would  never  have  thought 
of  closing  up,  and  therefore  they  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  this  proviso. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : — 

*Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
ton)  With  regard  to  this  clause  I  notice 
that  both  Clauses  7  and  8  are  clauses  very 
general  in  form.  They  have  no  parti- 
cular application  to  this  Bill,  but  they  are 
special  protective  clauses  which  relate  to 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  to  it  only.  Are  these  special  protec- 
tive clauses  put  into  this  Bill  by  reason  of 
action  by  the  Corporation  of  London 
during  the  pendency  of  this  Bill,  or  is 
there  any  understanding  between  the 
Government  and  the  Corporation  that  in 
the  case  of  Post  Office  Bills  these  pro- 
tective clauses  shal  be  put  in  ?  It  seems 
to  me  most  important  that  this  House 
should  know  what  are  the  reasons  why 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  is 
treated  differently  to  the  other  great 
corporations. 

MR.  HANBURY  :  So  far  as  I  know 
the  only  reason  for  putting  in  this  clause 
with  regard  to  the  City  of  London  is  that 
it  has  been  the  practice  for  a  great  number 
of  years  to  put  it  in.  I  am  quite  ready 
to  admit  that  I  do  not  think  there  ought 
to  be  any  distinction  drawn  between  the 
Corporation  of  London  and  other  corpora- 
tions. I  will  consult  the  solicitor  to  the 
Post  Office  on  this  subject,  and  T  shall  be- 
perfectly    willing  to   have    amendments 

Mr.  Hanbunj. 


introduced  in  another  place  to ; 
other  corporations  affect^i  to  tfc 
exactly  the  same  position  as  tk( 
tion  of  the  City  of  London. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9 : — 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that* 
three  years  for  the  compulsory 
of  lands  was  a  rather  long  perkx 
wished  to  know  why  it  was  nea 

Mr,  HANBURY :  I  cannot  i 
three  years  is  a  long  period, 
have  thought  the  argument  w 
been  rather  to  extend  the  time. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  :— 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  it  si 

strange  that  they  should  ask  i 
exemption  only  in    the  case  • 
ticular  district  in  London. 
the  onus  was  upon  the  Secrc 
Treasury  to  justify   this    exe 
the  case  of  Whitechapel  it 
populated,  and  if  they  took  n 
than  they  required  an   open 
be   made   in   that   overcrow* 
He  did  not  see  why,  if  they  ^ 
put  a  post  office  up  in  a   pi 
kind,  they  should  have  any  sj 
tion. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  b 
can  hardly  be  aware  of  what  is 
practice  in  Railway  Bills. 
Bills  a  clause  to  this  effect  is  i 
the  difference  between  a  Gove 
and  Railway  Bills  is  that  whe 
is  inserted  in  Railway  Bill 
generally  to  all  the  parch 
They  do  not  pick  out  one  pai 
perty,  but  they  carry  a  sweep 
tion  over  the  whole  propertie; 
by  them.  The  Governmen 
done  that  in  this  Bill,  but  the 
served  this  clause  for  one  pi 
only.  With  regard  to  other 
we  are  perfectly  willing  to  lea 
within  the  four  corners  of  the 
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i  case  has  nothing  to  do  with  I 
poration.     The  property  we 
upon  it  a  house  with  a  large 
.  at  the  back.      We  do  not 


ias  been  inserted  in  the  Bill, 
e  case  has  to  be  referred  to  a 
the  jury  decide  that  we  have 
rhole  of  it  we  shall  have  to 


mode  which  the  railway  company  prefer, 
and  the  Post  Office  is  willing  to  agree  to 
it.  After  all,  I  think  the  two  parties 
concerned  are  the  best  judges  of  what 
the  whole  of  this  property,  |  the  mode  of  arbitration  ought  to  be. 
ler  those  circumstances  that 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  his  idea  was  to 
make  the  Bill  symmetrical,  although  his 
proposal  did  not  substantially  alter  the 
clause  in  any  way. 


DWELL  said  the  reply  which 
ren  only  showed  the  necessity 
the  inquiry,  because  they  had 
plans  and  consequently  knew 
>ut  this  land.  They  knew 
*ded  Railway  Bills  that  general 
put  in,  and  if  it  had  been  put 
in  a  general  way  perhaps  it 
ave  needed  any  explanation, 
le  Government  applied  it  only 
ary,  Whitechapel,  they  were 
lave  an  explanation. 

reed  to. 


D  WELL  said  that  in  this  case 
nent  had  taken  land  for  the 

and   the   clause   contained  a  I 
ich  would  prevent  them  dis- 
e  land  except  by  the  permis- 
^ailway  company.     In  case  of 
it   as   to   price  it  was   to  be 

arbitration.  Why  was  it 
>  bring  in  the  Arbitration  Act 
lettle  the  compensation  to  be 

hy  could  this  matter  not  be 
•  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  ?  He 
une  little  explanation  was 
for  there  might  be  a  special 
he  mode  of  settlement  was 
rent.  He  believed  that  under 
tion  Act  of  1889  the  arbitra- 
ne  by  one  arbitrator,  whereas 
jands  Clauses  Act  there  would 
trators. 

NBURY :  The  hon.  Member 
llect  that,  after  all,  we  are 
friendly  concert  with  the  I 
id  South  Western  Railway  I 
n  this  matter.  The  method 
;  the  Arbitration  Act  of  1889 
le  of  arbitration  which  they 
1  really  there  is  very  little 
tetweeii  the  two.     This  is  the 


Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  12, 13,  14,  and  15  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendment ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 


COUNTY    COURTS    (INVESTMENT    OF 
DEPOSITS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Consideredin  Committee,  and  reported ; 
as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

LUNACY    BOARD    (SCOTLAND) 
(SALARIES,  ETC.)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee, and  reported; 
as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

OIL  IN  TOBACCO  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  thought  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  give 
some  explanation  of  this  measure 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  The  reason  for  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill  is  to  limit  the  quantity  of  oil 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco,  there 
being  at  present  no  prohibition  as  to  the 
quantity  of  oil  that  may  be  used.  It  has 
been  found  that  some  manufacturers  put. 
too  much  oil  into  their  tobacco,  With  the 
result  that  the  public  who  consume  it  are 
injured  and  the  revenue  is  defrauded. 
Not  only  this,  but  it  is  very  unfair  com- 
petition. 

Question  proposed. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To  morrow. 


403  Supply—  {COMMONS} 

INEBRIATES  AMENDMENT  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [21st 
June],  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the 
•end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
this  day  three  months.'  " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  Bill 
♦read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
To-morrow. 

SUPPLY  [17th  July]. 
Resolutions  reported : — 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901  (including 
Supplementary  Estimate). 

1.  Sec.  3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£6,739,000  (including  an  additional  sum 
of  .£410,000),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Contract 
Work  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  etc., 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
►during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1901." 

2.  Sec.  2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£4,109,100  (including  an  additional  sum 
■of  £55,100),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Material  for 
Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc., 
including  the  cost  of  Establishments  of 
Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
*day  of  March,  1901." 


Navy  Estimate. 

3.  Sec.  1.  "That  a  sum,  not 
£2,523,000  (including  an  addhi 
of  £1 1,000),  be  granted  to  Ha 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Pa 
Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Mainteo 
including  the  cost  of  Establal 
Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards 
and  Abroad,  which  will  come  io 
payment  during  the  year  emfi 
31st  day  of  March,  1901. 

4.  "That  an  additional  sun 
ceeding  £793,200,  be  grantee 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
come  in  course  of  payment  d 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
1901,  for  additional  Expendito 
following  Navy  Services,  viz.  :- 

Vote  9.  Naval  Armaments  . 

Vote  10.  Works,  Buildings, 
and  Repairs  at  Home  and 
Abroad 


Total    .     .    . 

5.  "That  a  sum,  not 
£267,100,  be  granted  to  Hei 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the 
Office,  which  will  come  in  com 
ment  during  the  year  ending  < 
day  of  March,  1901." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  ti 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution : — 

Motion  made,  and  Question 
this   House  doth   agree   witl 
mittee  in  the  said  Resolution.' 

The  House  divided: — Ayes, 
32.     (Division  List  No.  226.) 


Aircl,  John 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Aiihton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
iBaird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW(Leeds 
©anbury,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Emniott 
Beach,  RtHon  SirM.H.  (Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brassey,  Albert 


AYES. 

Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rb.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.J.  (Birm 


Chamberlain,J.A 
Chaplain,  Rt.  Ho 
Coddington,  Sir  ^ 
Coghill,  Douglas 
Collings,  Rt/Hon 
Colville,  John 
Cooke,C.W.Radc 
Cripps,  Charles  A 
Cruddas,  Williait 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  CI 
Davies,KLVaughj 
Digby.JohnKT  I 
Dixon-Hartland, 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hoi 
Doxford,  Sir  Will 


Supply—  {18  July  1900} 

Jone*,  Win.  (Carnarvonshire)  J 
Knowlcs,  Lees  j 

1   La\vrenee,SirEDurnins-(Corn.  ' 
,   Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.)  I 
LawMon,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumh  Til  I 
i  Leigh  ton,  Stanley  | 

j  Lle\velyn,SirDill\vyn-(S\vans.)  i 
I  Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine  i 
I  Lonsdale,  .John  Brownlee  i 

I  Lowe,  Francis  William 
!  Lowles,  John  ' 

Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
I  Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
'   Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
!  M'Ewan,  William 
,  M'Killop,  James 
i  Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlem>re,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
j  Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robt.Jasper(  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn  F.(Monmouthsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (l)eptford) 
Moalton,  John  Fletcher 
Mowbray,  Sir  li  >bert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  RtHn  AG  raham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wynd.  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,GeorgeWm.  (Reading) 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Pease,  .Joseph  A.  (Northuinb  ) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pier|>oint,  Robert 
Pilkinuton,SirG  A.(LancsSW 
Piatt- Higsnns,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pytn,  C.  Guy 


Jame* 

'illiam 

red 

>n.  Ailwyn  Edw. 

arles 

ral  (Eastbourne) 

reH. 

tol>ert  Bannatyne 

iam  H>iy*»s  I 

lirRolKM-tlVnro^e-  j 

n,  General  Sir  F.    ! 

r  Forteseue 

•  Henry  I 

iry  William 

Hon.  Sir  Henry 

.am 
Llovd 

.G.H.(Cyof  Lond. 
iniel  Ford 
Augustus  Fred. 
r,  Major-(  General 
l.  John  Edward 
torgo  J.  (Sussex) 
nry  Robert 
ford  D.(  Wed  nesVy 
ryD.  (Shrewsbury) 
>n.  Ron-ild 
I  ward  (Berwick) 
ineron 
onel 

t.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
darner  Horner 
Ion. Charles  Seale- 
lter 

Samuel  (Norwich) 
rilliam  Henry 
;h.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
lliam  Tudor 
n.  James  Henrv  C. 
hn(York*.,N.k.) 
i nes  Alfred 
Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
James 
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Rankin,  Sir  James 
RidlHy,  !it.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Cha*.  T. 
RolH*rts,  John  H.  (Den  big  lis.) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  J  Mines 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scoble,  sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(  Renfrew) 
Sideliotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Side  bottom,  Wm.(  Derbyshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith, James  Parker(  Lanark*) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  I).  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stewart,SirMarkJ.  M'Taggart 
Stirling- Max  well,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone.  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  William  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walron,JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.C.E.  (Kent) 
Welhy,Lt.-ColACE  (Taunton) 
Whiteley,  H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-(  Birm 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (York*. ) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Woodhouse,SirJ  T(Hudderaf  d 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Mannadnke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Com  mander  (Berks,E. ) 
Tellers   for   the   Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstrather. 


Villia»n(Cork,N.E. 

omas  Dolling 

n 

rick  Geo.  Hamilton 

G.  B. 

Andrew 

jenc 

omas  (Sligo,  S.) 

i nes  Henry 
aptain  A. 
C. 


NOES 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lang  ley,  Batty 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (  Liverpool) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Price,  Robert  John 


Reckitt,  Hat  old  James 
Shee,  James  John 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merth'r 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers   for    the   Noes— 
Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  Flavin. 


resolution  agreed  to. 

Resolution : — 

made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 


this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  said  Resolution." 

The     House     divided: — Ayes,      182; 
Noes,  25.     (Division  List  No.  227.) 


William  Reynell 
William 
Rt.  Hon.  John 
n  George  Alexander 
Lord 


AYES. 

Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch*r 
Btlfour,RtHnGeraldW(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Einmott 
Beaeh.Rt.  Hn.Sir  M.  H.  (Bristol 
Bjekeit,  Ernest  William 
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Billson,  Alfred 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Brassey,  Albert 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

B rod  rick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
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Adjournment  of 


Brown,  Alexander  II. 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyhiirn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  Jolui  (ieor^e 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell -Ban  nerman,  Sir  H. 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C  W.(D'rbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chamberlain,  lit.  Hn.  J.(Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Auston(  Wore'r 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
Codding  ton,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coilings,  lit.   Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,CW.  ltadcliffo(  Hereford 
Crippa,  Charles  Alfred 
Cruddas.  William  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount  j 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  j 

Dalryniple,  Sir  Charles  \ 

Dalziel,  James  Henry  ! 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan  | 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Winglield-  j 
Dixon- Hartland,i  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  lit.  Hon.  A.  Akera-  I 
Doxford,  SirWilliamTheodore  I 
Duckworth,  James  \ 

Dunn,  Sir  William  J 

Fello wes,  H on.  Ail wy n  Edward  ■ 
Fen  wick,  Charles  I 

Field,  Admiral  (Ea«*tl>ourne)    j 
Finch,  George  H.  ' 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  | 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  j 

FitzGerald,SirRobertPenrose-  J 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F.  ; 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry  j 

Forster,  Henry  William  j 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry     i 
Fry,  Lewis  ! 

Gar  fit,  William 

Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd  ' 

Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(Cityof  Lond  : 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General    ! 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 


Abraham, William(Cork, N. E.  ; 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling  I 

Burns,  John  ' 

Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton  | 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Coinmins,  Andrew 

Crean,  Eugene 

Currau,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Daly,  James 

Dillon,  John  J 


{COMMONS} 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
11  anbury,  lit.  Hon.  lioliert  Wm. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Ho  ire,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sii  William  II. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Win.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Knowles,  Lees 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,Sirl5.Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks. 
Leighton,  Stanley     * 
Lewis,  John  Heroert 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-  (Swan.) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brown  lee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona, ' John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Killop,  James 
M'  Leod,  John 

Mendl,  Sicismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan ,  Hn  Fred.  ( Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert- 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  lit.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 

NOES. 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Flynn,  James  ChrUtopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  FranoU 
Lawson,  Sir^  ilf.  (Ctinih" 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkeunv) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Pickard,  lienjamin 


land) 


tfte  House. 

Pease,HerbertPikrilfc, 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  iSori 
Phillpotts,  Captiio  A- 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pil  k  ington.SirG.  A.»  Lu 
Powell,  Sir  Franri»Sk 
Price,  Roliert  John 
Pro vand,  Andrew  Drji 
Purvis,  Koliert 
Rankin,  Sir  Jam* 
Reckitt,  Harold  Juw 
Ridley,  Rt.Hn.SirMmi 
Ritchie,  Kfc.Un.ChMH 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrm 
Samuel.  J.  (Stockum 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Kic 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H  (& 
Siilebotham,  J.  NV.  id 
Sidebottom,  Wtlliamt  U 
Simeon,  Sir  Barringtoo 
Sinclair,  Capt.  Joo.  (Ft 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romio 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  l).i: 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip 
Stanley,  Ho. Arthur^ 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J. : 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charle<  i 
Tennant,  Harold  JA 
Thomas,  David  A.  (M 
Tom  I  inson,  Wm.  Edw. 
Tritton,  Charles  Era 
Walton,JohnLawson( 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  (_\  E 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.CE< 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton- 
Williams,  JosephPov 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H. 
Wodehouse,  Rt  Hon  E 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(E 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marniaduke 
Young,  Commander  ( 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the 
Sir  William  Walr 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Sbee,  James  John 
Sullivan,  Donal  ( \Ve% 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Done) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kear 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (Yoi 

Tkllers    for   the 
Mr.      MacNeill    ai 
Flavin. 


Fifth  Resolution  : 


Further     consideration     deferred     till 
to-morrow. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 


of  the  1 6th  day  of  this  instant  Jii 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  ' 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  a  quar 
Six'ofth 


Private  Bill  {19  July  1900} 

OUSE    OF    LORDS. 
mrsday,  19th  July,  1900. 


'ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


rd  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
it  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
Examiners  that  the  further 
Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
lave  been  complied  with  : — 

i  (County  of)   Electric   Power 

iy- 

tire  Electric  Power. 

Certificate  that  in  the  case  of  the 

Bill  the  further  proofs  required 

mding  Orders  Committee  have 

i : — 

th,  Stonehouse,  and  Devonport 

tways. 

she  Certificate  that  the  further 
Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
tave  not  been  complied  with  : — 

Metropolitan    Electric    Power 

iy- 

ae  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


TON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

of    Her    Majesty's    Attorney 
jceived,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 


WALTHAMSTOW,  AND  EPP- 
REST  RAILWAY  (ABANDON- 
BILL. 

METROPOLITAN    ELECTRIC 
OWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

er's  Certificates  of  non-compli- 
the  Standing  Orders  referred 

anding  Orders  Committee  on 
ext. 

WEIGHTON  DRAINAGE  AND 
NAVIGATION  BILL. 

>N  AND   NORTH    WESTERN 
ILWAY  (WALES)  BILL. 

d  with  Amendments. 

AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

teen's  consent,  and  the  consent 
oyal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
"ight  of  his  Duchy  of  Cornwall, 
ind  Bill  reported  with  Amend- 
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Business.  410 

TAUNTON  CORPORATION  BILL 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  BILL. 

HASTINGS  CORPORATION  BILL. 

ALEXANDRA  PARK  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  12th 
day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  Housa  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2a ; 
agreed  to  ;  and  Bills  read  2a  accordingly. 

TAUNTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  BILL. 

HASTINGS  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Committed. 

ALEXANDRA  PARK  BILL. 
Committed.      The   Committee    to    be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

SuUTHPORT   CORPORATION   BILL. 
Committed. 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

GREAT    NORTHERN    RAILWAY    BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Read  3°,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

SOUTH-EASTERN   METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS    BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments; 
further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

PORTLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

GREAT  INDIAN  PENINSULA  RAILWAY 
COMPANY  BILL. 

Committed  for  To-morrow. 

BURNLEY   CORPORATION    BILL   [h.l.] 
Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment ;  and  Bill 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Q 
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Bustnm, 


SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE   TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL 

LH.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

HAMILTON,    MOTHERWELL,    AND 
WISHAW  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Commons  Amendment  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 


thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  Bet 
Table.  The  Orders  maden* 
instant  and  Monday  last  dncbipj 
Bill  committed. 


LONDON 


(ST.    LUKE)  PROVH 
ORDER   BILL 


WELLINGBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT 
TRAMROADS  BILL. 


Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
Amendments  agreed  to. 


the 


ASTON  MANOR  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with   Amendments.      The    said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

GWYRFAI  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

I 

KINGSCOURT,  READY,  AND  ARMAGH  ; 

RAILWAY  BILL.  j 

Report  from   the    Select    Committee,  j 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  j 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no  parties  ! 
having  appeared   in  opposition  thereto  i  i 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.    The 
Orders  made  on  the  26th  of   June   and 
Monday  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 

CROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND  IMPROVE-  ! 
MENTS   BILL.  j 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  : 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  ihereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ', 
Table.  The  Orders  made  on  Thursday 
and  Monday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill 
committed. 


GREAT    NORTHERN     RAILWAY 
LAND)  BILL. 


(IRE- 


Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties   having    appeared    in    opposition 


!  LONDON  (SOUTHWARK)  PROT* 
I  ORDER  BILL 

Moved,  That  the  order  nude 
•  12th  day  of  March  last,  "That 
i  visional  Order  Confirmation  KD 
I  before  the  House  of  Common 
;  read  a  second  time  after  Tuea 
I  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  c 
:  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now 
j  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2*  accordii 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  t 

House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELA! 
VISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  I) 

House  in  Committee  (accc 
Order),  Bill  reported  withou 
ment;  Standing  Committee  i 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-mom 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IREU 
VISIONAL  ORDERS  (HOI 
WORKING  CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IREL 
VISIONAL  ORDERS  (HOI 
WORKING  CLASSES)  (No.  2! 

House    in    Committee    (a© 
Order).     Bills   reported  withe 
ment ;   Standing   Committee 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  To-mor 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PRO 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BIL 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT     PRO 
ORDERS  (No.  11) -BIL 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PRO 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BIL 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PRO 
ORDER  (HOUSING-  OF  ^ 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to.  O 
pissed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT     PRO1 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILI 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROV 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL 

Read  3°  (according  to  Order) 
Amendment?,  and  passed,  and 
to  the.  Commons. 


Returns, 
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DN  (CLERKENWELL  AND  HOL- 
S)  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

3TDON  (POPLAR)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

d    3a  (according    to    Order),   and 

L    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 
(Chester  Rural  Order.) 

L    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 
(Dorchester  Order.) 

L    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 
(Torquay  Order.) 

[WAYS    PROVISIONAL     ORDERS 
(No.  5)  BILL. 
(Weston-super-Mare  Order.) 

XTTENHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

AND    ENNISKERRY    RAILWAY 
BILL. 

ALEXANDRA  PARK  BILL. 

TJASTLE-UPON-TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL. 

K)rt  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
dttee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
tills,  viz.  : — 

E.  Carrington, 

L.  Churchill, 

L.  Stanmore, 

L.  Rathmore  (chairman), 

L.  Heneage ; 

i  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
Lingly  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
B.y  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all 
>ns  referred  to  the  Cc/mmittee,  with 
to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 
by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


'REATY  SERIES,  No.  14  (1900). 
aty  of  friendship,  commerce  and 
ition  between  the  United  Kingdom 
le  Republic  of  Honduras ;  signed  at 
imala,  21st  January,  1887  (ratifica- 
exchanged  at  Guatemala,  3rd 
lary,  1900)  ;  together  with  an 
natory  protocol  signed  at  Guatemala 
ebruary,  1900. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  SUPPLY 
(ROYAL   COMMISSION). 

Maps,  plans,  and  diagrams  to  accom- 
pany the  minutes  of  evidence  and  report 
of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  water 
supply  within  the  limits  of  the  Metro- 
politan Water  Companies. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (IRELAND). 
Return  for  the  year  1898-99. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES). 

Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
30th  June,  1900. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK. 

Annual  Report  of  the  President,  for  the 
session  1899-1900. 

IMPERIAL    INSTITUTE    (INDIAN 
SECTION). 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899-1900. 

GREENWICH  OBSERVATORY. 
Report  of  the  Astronomer  Royal  to  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Royal  Observa- 
tory, Greenwich,  read  at  the  annual 
visitation  of  the  Roy.xl  Observatory,  26th 
June,  1900. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LAND  REGISTRY. 
Account  of  receipts  and  payments  in 
respect  of  the  Land  Registry  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1900. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  AND  COURT 
OF  APPEAL. 

Account  showing  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure in  respect  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  and  the  Court  of  Appeal  during 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1900. 

COURT  OF  PROBATE  DIVISION  (HIGH 
COURT  OF  JUSTICE)  (IRELAND). 

Annual  account  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1899. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  29th  June, 
1900,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Alfred  Inch,  a  second 
division  clerk  (higher  grade)  under  the 
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Board  of  Trade,  under  Section  2  of  the 
Superannuation  Act,  1887. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Taole. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Second  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee made  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 
considered  on  Tuesday  next.     (No.  191.) 

COPYRIGHT  (ARTISTIC)  BILL  [ill.]. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Monday  next ;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No.  192.) 

COPYRIGHT  BILL  [ill.]. 
COPYRIGHT  (ARTISTIC)  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed  (No.  193) : 
Minutes  of  evidence,  together  with  an 
appendix,  laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
delivered  out. 

POOR    REMOVAL    BILL. 
[Third  Heading.  ] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

Bill  read  3a  (according  to  Order). 

Lord  DAVEY :  My  Lords,  I  must 
apologise  for  troubling  your  Lordships 
with  an  Amendment  to  this  Bill  at  this 
stage.  My  noble  friend  Lord  Avebury, 
in  Bommittee  of  the  whole  House,  moved 
a  clause  which  had  the  same  object,  but 
which  was  not  substantially  in  the  same 
words  as  the  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name  on  the  Paper.  That  Amendment 
was,  however,  rejected.  My  noble  friend 
was  under  the  impression  that  he  could 
move  it  again  before  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, but  the  noble  Earl  who  presides 
over  that  Committee  expressed  the 
opinion  that  that  could  not  be  done. 
Therefore  I  ask  your  Lordships  to  con- 
sider the  Amendment  which  I  have  put 
down.  The  first  sub-section  of  Clause  1 
of  this  Bill  is  as  follows — 

"  A  person  who  has  resided  continuously  for 
five  yearn  in  England  shall  not  thereafter  be 
removed  to  Ireland  under  the  Acts  relating  to 
the  relief  of  the  i>t?or." 


It  has  occurred  to  manyof  mtk| 
rather  a  large  order  and  ntlm 
its  terms.     An  Irish  labourer  i 
tramped  about  the  country  mtiA 
finding,   or  not   finding,  wor^fcl 
years  or  for  a  less  period,  anil 
may  apply  for  poor  relief  in  &p 
which,  perhaps,  he  has  onlyc 
the  previous  week.     It  is  unjai 
ratepayers  of  that  parish  or  i 
they  should  be  burdened  with  _»i 
tenance  of  the  Irish  labourer,  ifcd 
has    no  connection    whatever  iftfl 
place,  merely  because  he  happmdl 
in  a  particular  parish  or 
applied  for  relief.    I  propose,  i 
insert,   after    the   first   sub-sectn,! 
words — 

"  Provided    that    such    person 
resided  continuously  for  at  least  sui 
the  parish  or  union  from  which  it  b  \ 
to  remove  him." 

That  will  give  a  guarantee  of  i 
dential  connection  with  the  pni_i 
union  in  which  he  seeks  relief,  udti 
also  follow  the  precedent  in  the  Sm 
Act.  Under  that  Act  the  pauper  m 
avoid  removal  from  Scotland  to  Is 
unless  he  has  resided  for,  I  befc 
whole  year  in  the  place  from  vrttd 
sought  to  remove  him.  I  am  son 
Lordships  will  see  that  the  clww 
stands,  may  impose  a  great  burde 
the  ratepayers  of  a  parish  or  unk 
which  the  pauper  has  no  cod 
whatever,  and  I  hope  the  Hon 
agree  to  my  Amendment. 
Moved — 

"In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  - 
poor'  to  insert  'provided  that  sue 
shall  have  resided  continuously  for  at 
months  in  the  parish  or  union  "from  _ 
proposed  to  remove  him.' " — (Lord  _> 

*LordMOKRIS:  My  Lords,  II 
House  will  not  agree  to  this  Ame 
which  would  practically  render 
en t. rely  inoperative  and  uselea 
not  think  my  noble  and  learne 
can  have  studied  the  history  of  t 
tion,  which  has  been  agitated  for 
fifty  years.  It  is  thirty-four  year 
myself  moved  in  the  House  < 
nionsf — 

|  "  That  the  state  of  the  law  of  rem 
|  England  to  Ireland  of  persons  receii 
i  law  relief  is  one  deserving  of  the  ii 
;  attention  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
!  ment." 
i ■- ______ 

t  See  The  Parliamentary  DcbaU 
Series],  Vol.  clxxxiw,  p.  299. 
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Mr.  Charles  Villiers,  who  was  at 
at  the  head  of  the  Poor-Law 
stated  that  this  was  "  a  very  old 
ice."       That    was     his     language 
jr— four  years  ago,  and  this  is  the  first 
"^  1  attempt  to  remedy  that  grievance. 

:I  can  appeal — in  support  of  my  state- 
bl&at  this  has  always  been  a  subject 
grievance  in   Ireland — to  the 
XSarl  opposite,  Earl  Spencer,  who 
rery  long  reign  in  Ireland  as  Lord 
x*ant.     Under  the  present  state  of 
an  Irish  labourer  who  comes  over 
a  boy,  and  who  probably  spends 
mole  of  his  life  in  this  country,  may, 
old  age,  when  he  is  like  a  squeezed 
,    be    sent   over  and    pitched    on 
*c^oast  of  Ireland  to  be  taken  care  of 
>  first  union  into  which  he  is  placed. 
not  a  question  between  one  parish 
another    parish  ;    it    is    an    inter- 
■Oxial  question  between  England  and 
>*id.      There  is  at   present  no  reci- 
ty.     An  Irish  pauper  who  applied 
relief  in  England  can  be   removed 
Ireland,  but  an  English-born  pauper 
o   applies  for   relief  in   Ireland  must 
^3^-    kept   in   Ireland    by    the   union   to 
^£  ^frieh    he  applies.       This    question   be- 
een    different  parishes  in  England  has 
%  to  do  with  the  Irish  grievance. 
ie  English   parishes  must  fight  it  out 
^^Hiiongst  themselves. ,    If  a  man  who  has 
^^>een  absent  from  Ireland  for  five  years 
*^Q3oes  not  form  a  settlement  according  to 
**J^English      law     in      a     certain     parish, 
->rhat  has  that  to  do  with  Ireland  ?     Why 
should  he  be  sent  back  to  Ireland  on  that 
v   account?      The    promoters  of  this    Bill 
..  lave  drawn  a  very  large  limit  in  saying 
,an  Irish  person  should   have  resided  for 
five  years  continuously  in  England  before 
becoming  irremovable.      In  my   opinion 
that    period    is   too  long.       I   hope  the 
House   will    not,    at    the   twelfth  hour, 
strangle    a   Bill    which    has    been   1 0ng 
looked  forward  to  in  Ireland,  and  whi  ch 
will  remedy  what  has  always  created     a 
great    de  al    of    annoyance  and  dissati  - 
faction. 

*Lord  AVEBURY:  My  Lords,  the 
Amendment  I  moved  when  the  Bill  was 
in  Committee  was  discussed  for  some  little 
while  and  withdrawn.  It  was  not 
rejected.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  has  just  spoken  has  not  dealt  with 
the  case  of  this  Amendment.  It  is  not  an 
Irish  question.  We  have  agreed  that  an 
Irishman  who  has  been  five  years  in  Eng- 


land is  to  be  relieved  in  England,  but  the 
question  is  where.      The  Bill  gives  him 
his  choice,  the  amendment  says  he  is  to 
be  relieved  where  he  has  worked.      Why 
should  an  Irishman  be  placed  in  a  different 
position  in  this  matter  from  an  English- 
man or  a  Scotsman  1    If  he  were  a  Scots- 
man  or  an   Englishman   he   would    not 
obtain  a  settlement  in  the  way  indicated 
by  this  Bill.      Under  this  Bill  an  Irish- 
man, although  he  may  not  have  lived  in 
the  parish  or  union  in  which  he  applies 
for  relief  more  than  a  few  days,  is  able  to 
throw  himself  upon  that  parish  or  union 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.      Surely,  if  he  has 
been  working  for  some  time  in  one  part 
of  England  there  should    be  power  to 
remove  him  to  that  part  of  England  when 
he  becomes  chargeable  to   the  poor  law. 
By  this  Bill  as  it  stands  you  are  cutting 
into  the  root  of  the  whole  law  of  settle- 
ment.   All   that  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  asks  is  that  the  person  shall  have 
been   for   six   months  in  the   parish   or 
union  in  which  he  claims  relief.     Surely 
that    is    a  very   reasonable    suggestion. 
What  we  fail  to  see  is  why,  in  the  case 
of  an  Irishman,  all  the  safeguards  in  the 
working  of  the  poor  law  which  Parlia- 
ment has  devised  in  the  case  of  English- 
men and  Scotsmen  should  be  dispensed 
with. 

Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  I  still 
maintain  the  view  I  expressed  when  Lord 
Avebury's  Amendment  was  before  the 
House.  It  is  impossible  to  put  the  two 
countries  on  the  same  footing,  for  the 
very  reason  that  in  Ireland  there  is  not  a 
law  of  settlement  and  in  England  there 
is.  An  Englishman  who  happens  to 
be  in  Ireland  and  applies  for  relief 
has  to  be  relieved  by  the  union 
in  which  he  applies,  and  cannot  be 
removed,  whereas  an  Irishman  applying 
for  relief  in  England  can  be  removed  back 
to  his  own  country.  Therefore  I  say,  if 
you  are  going  to  remove  this  difficulty,  do 
it  in  a  liberal  spirit.  It  is  only  fair  that, 
as  an  Englishman  cannot  be  removed  from 
Ireland,  an  Irishman  should  be  placed  in 
a  similar  position  when  in  this  country. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  This 
Bill  does  not  give  reciprocity.  It  says 
an  Irishman  must  have  resided  five  years 
in  England  before  becoming  irremovable. 
Reciprocity  would  be  to  put  an  Irishman 
in  the  same  position  in  England  as  an 
Englishman    occupies     in     Ireland.      It 
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would    be    reciprocity    if    an   Irishman  ! 
in  England  was  entitled  to  obtain  relief  | 
in  any  parish  or  union  where  he  might 
apply      for     it     and    be     irremovable,  j 
I     certainly      do      feel      as       strongly  ; 
as      the      noble     and      learned      Lord 
opposite     that    this     has   been    a    real 
and   substantial    grievance    in    Ireland. 
The  question  is  whether,  in  removing  this 
grievance  conditionally  upon  a  residence 
of    five    years,  it  is  desirable  that  you 
should  place  upon  the  parishes  in  which 
Irishmen  apply  for  relief,  and  in  which 
they  mdy  only  have  been  residing  for  a 
few  days,  the  burden  of  perpetually  main- 
taining them. 

Lord  HARRIS :  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  spoke  on  the  Second 
Reading,  and  that  he  was  a  supporter  of 
the  measure. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  made 
exactly  the  same  remarks  on  the  Second 
Reading. 

Lord  HARRIS :  I  do  not  contest,  as 
I  said  in  Committee,  the  fact  that  Eng- 
land will  suffer  under  this  Bill.  The 
measure  was  introduced  with  the  idea  of 
removing  from  Ireland  some  of  the  injus- 
tice she  has  long  laboured  under,  and  I 
do  not  deny  that  the  burden  has  fallen 
upon  England.  I  may  remind  your  Lord- 
ships that  this  Amendment  was  negatived 
in  Uommittee  after  a  long  discussion. 

Lord  AVEBURY :  I  beg  my  noble 
friend's  pardon.     It  was  withdrawn. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  Yes,  after  a 
full  discussion. 

Lord  HARRIS :  I  understood  that  the 
noble  Lord  accepted  the  arguments  as 
sufficient,  and  withdrew  his  Amendment. 
Technically  I  was  wrong  in  saying  it  was 
negatived,  but  the  noble  Lord  had  an 
opportunity  of  going  to  a  division,  which 
he  did  not  avail  himself  of.  The  pro- 
posal on  that  occasion  was  that  the  pauper 
•  should  have  resided  continuously  for  at 
least  twelve  months  in  the  parish  or  union 
from  which  it  was  proposed  to  remove 
him.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  oppo- 
site now  proposes  a  residence  of  six 
months.  This  would  really  do  away  alto- 
gether with  the  justice  the  Government 
asks  you  to  do  to  Ireland.    It  would  make 

The  Earl  of  Kiniherky. 


removability  very  much  morewj 
irremovability  very  much  monfl] 
If  you  are  going  to  do  this  act  i  jj 
to  Ireland,  I  submit  that  it  is^ 
do  it  with  a  good  grace.  TheoohM 
below  the  gangway  (Lord  ki 
argued  that  it  would  be  hard  qi 
union  of  the  parish  on  which  tWfii 
of  maintaining  the  pauper  ui 
future  rest  unless  such  an  Ami 
were  adopted.  I  admit  that,  ta  i 
unions  and  parishes  in  England  n 
risk,  which  is  therefore  shared  ■ 
them  all.     I  submit  that  as  tkeB 

fone  through  its  various  stags  i 
louse,  there  is  no  reason  for  m 
it  in  the  way  suggested  by  tat 
and  learned  Lord. 


On  Question,  Amendment 
Bill 


DIOCESAN  REGISTRATION  BILL 

Amendments    reported  (accord 

Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To* 

CHARITABLE  LOANS  (IRELAND) 
Read    3l    (according   to  Order 


MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (LIABIL1 
SHIPOWNERS  AND  OTHERS)] 

Amendment  reported  (accon 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3aTo- 

MEMBERS    OF    LOCAL    AUT» 
RELIEF  BILL  [B.L.] 

Amendments  reported  (accoi 
Order) :  A  further  amendmen 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morroi 

COUNTY  COURTS  (IRELAND)  B 

Bear1.    3a    (according    to    Or 

passed,  and  sent  to  the  Common 

V  KTERINAftY     SURGEONS 
MENT)  BILL. 

Head    3d    (according    to    Oi 


TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (1KB 
BILL. 

Second  Reading. 

Order    of    the   Day   for    tin 
Reading  read. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE :   My 
asking  your  Lordships  to  give 
Reading   to  this  Bill,  I  shall  c 
little  of  the  time  of  the  House  as 
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I  is  brought  in  to  remedy  what  is 
grievance,  and  to  do  a  piece  of 
istice.  In  Ireland,  as  in  England. 
ere  a  charge  upon  the  land,  and 
ry  considerable  time  were  paid  by 
pier.  Until  the  year  1823  tithes 
nd  were  paid  in  kind  by  the 
,  but  at  that  time  a  change  was 
id  although  the  occupier  was  left 
person  to  pay,  the  change  was 
hat  there  should  be  a  money 
bion.  That  went  on  for  a  con- 
3  time — namely,  until  the  year 
Then  a  further  change  was  made, 
public  convenience,  which  was 
ed  upon  all  sides,  the  landlord  was 
he  person  who  was  to  pay.  A 
it-charge  was  created,  and  he  was 
e  person  to  pay  a  sum  that  was 
d  at  three-quarters  of  the 
$  money  composition.  The  assump- 
presume,  was  that  he  might  add, 
,  the  amount  of  the  tithe  that  he 
ed  upon  to  pay  to  the  rent.  That 
re  been  done  in  some  cases,  but  I 
believe  it  was  at  all  generally 
[  have  read  statements  by  those 
re  studied  the  question  indicating 
ras  not  generally  done.  In  Ireland, 
igland,  it  has  at  all  times  been  of 
r  essence  of  tithe  that  it  should  be 
and  subject  to  occasional  revision, 
itutory  machinery  provided  in 
for  this  purpose  was  different, 
ely  for  England,  from  that  in 
;  the  statutory  machinery  pro- 
Ireland  was  that  if  certain  not 
lple  methods  were  adopted,  the 
mt-charges  might  be  varied  by 
e  to  the  average  price  of  wheat 
\  that  were  published  from  time 
in  the  Dublin  Gazette.  That 
was  clumsy  and  inconvenient, 
orked,  as  clumsy  and  inconvenient 
i  do  work,  in  a  kind  of  way  for  a 
ne.  But  in  the  year  1889  a 
vas  made  in  the  Dublin  Gazette — 
has  ever  been  able  exactly  to 
w  the  change  occurred — and  the 
ton  in  the  Gazette  of  the  prices 
vo  commodities,  wheat  and  oats, 


SPENCER :  In  what  year  1 

ASHBOURNE:  In  the  year 
[  have  mentioned  no  year  that 
any  particular  conscience,  and  I 
d  that  nobody  has  ever  been  able 
ain  why  the  change  was  made. 


I      The  Earl  of  MAYO :   In  what  year 
;  did  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  say  the 

publication  of  the  averages  in  the  Gazette 

ceased? 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE:  In  1889. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  I  thought  it 
was  long  before  that. 

*Lord  ASHBOURNE  :  No.  The  pub- 
lication of  the  averages  ceased  in  1889, 
for  what  reason  no  one  has  ever  been  able 
to  find  out,  and,  strange  to  say,  the 
I  cessation  of  their  publication  was  not 
ascertained  or  relied  on  in  our  Courts  for 
a  considerable  time.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, came  before  the  Courts  in  Ireland, 
and  it  was  then  contended,  with  irresist- 
ible force,  that,  as  the  averages  had  ceased 
to  be  published  in  the  statutory  way 
required,  there  was  nothing  that  could  be 
appealed  to  to  satisfy  the  requirements 
of  the  Statute.  Accordingly,  what  was 
an  obvious  injustice  resulted.  Up  to  a 
comparatively  recent  time  the  position  of 
Irish  lay  and  ecclesiastical  tithes  was 
exactly  the  same  as  to  variation ;  they 
each  had  to  be  varied  and  revised  by 
reference  to  the  publication  of  prices  in 
the  Dublin  Gazette.  But  at  the  time 
I  am  referring  to  this  only  applied 
to  lay  tithes.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
absence  of  any  machinery  by  which 
these  tithes  can  be  varied  and  revised 
is  a  clear  and  distinct  grievance.  This 
is,  indeed,  not  denied  or  questioned  by 
any  one.  The  position  of  ecclesiastical 
tithes  at  the  present  time  is  somewhat 
different.  They  were  dealt  with  in  the 
Irish  Church  Act  of  1869,  when  it 
was  distinctly  stated  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
—  I  have  his  words  here,  and  they 
have  been  quoted  in  the  other  House 
during  the  last  three  weeks — that  the 
calculation  of  the  then  Government  was 
that  ecclesiastical  tithes  should  be  com- 
muted at  the  purchase  of  22£  years,  with 
an  interest  not  exceeding  3£  per  cent,  and 
an  annuity  not  exceeding  45  years.  When 
the  Act  came  to  be  examined,  however,  it 
was  found  that  the  annuity,  instead  of 
running  from  the  time  stated,  was  to  run 
for  52  years.  How  the  figure  45,  stated 
by  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  place  in 
Parliament  to  be  the  proper  figure,  became 
52  has  not  hitherto  been  explained ;  but 
it  has  never  been  suggested  that  it  can 
be  seriously  defended  or  that  it  was  any- 
thing but  a  most  inconceivable  blunder. 
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Moreover,  the  3J  per  cent,  interest  pays 
oft*  every  farthing  in  45  years,  and  it  is 
only  the  simplest  justice  to  get  rid  of  the 
additional  seven  years  which  have  in  some 
way  been  added,  and  which  cannot  be 
defended  or  even  explained  on  any  theory 
of  common  sense  or  ordinary  arithmetic. 
During  the  discussions — the  anxious  dis- 
cussions— which  took  place  in  the  House 
of  Commons  there  was  no  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  fitful  Opposition  interveners  in 
Debate  to  give  any  vestige  of  explanation 
of  this  figure,  and  every  one  was  compelled 
to  admit  that  every  farthing  of  the  tithe 
was  paid  off  in  45  years.  The  next  step 
was  taken  in  1872.  At  that  time,  I 
believe,  the  Government  had  under  con- 
sideration a  loan  on  the  security  of  the 
Church  property— a  loan  of  £9,000,000— 
and  it  was  deemed  desirable  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  the  able  Ministers  who 
composed  his  Government  that  there 
should  be  a  change  in  reference  to  tithe 
rent-charge,  and  that  the  power  of 
revision  should  be  taken  away.  It  was 
considered  a  more  satisfactory  security 
not  to  have  a  variable  charge,  but 
that  there  should  be  a  fixed  tithe 
incapable  of  change.  That  was  regarded 
as  a  better  asset  on  which  to  rely  as  a 
security,  and  also  more  satisfactory  to 
deal  with.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  power  of  revision  was  taken  away  by 
the  Act  of  1872.  It  was  a  very  short 
Act — a  Treasury  Act — and  one  M'hich  did 
not,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  excite  any  atten- 
tion whatever.  It  passed  through  Par- 
liament towards  the  close  of  the  session 
without  debate,  but  it  has  been  gravely 
alleged  that  the  Act  of  1872,  by  which 
the  power  of  revision  was  taken  away, 
was  a  bargain.  The  habits  of  my 
life  and  of  my  office  require  that  I 
should  use  moderate  and  temperate 
language,  but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  describe 
in  adequate  terms  this  suggestion.  It  is 
a  grotesque  absurdity.  \V ho  was  the 
bargain  between  1  What  was  the  bargain 
about  ?  Why  should  there  be  a  bargain  ? 
There  is  not  a  trace  of  any  such  sugges- 
tion to  be  found  in  Hansard,  and  I  nave 
spoken  to  gentlemen  who  were  then 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
they  inform  me  that  they  never  heard 
or  dreamt  of  such  a  thing  as  this 
being  a  bargain.  The  suggestion 
is  absolutely  unsupported  by  proof, 
and  has  really  no  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion. Had  the  power  of  revision  re- 
mained,   had   it    not   been    taken   away 

Lord  Aslibourne. 


by  this  Act  of  1872,  the  Irir.^ 
siastical  tithe,  like  the  EngMJ 
would,  I  have  heard,  be  pwift} 
percentage  much  less  than  at  pnu 
any  rate,  wheat  has  fallen  fnnikfl 
by  about  40  per  cent.,  and  oatsfri 
22  per  cent.,  and,  as  every  owl 
there  have  been  enormous 
the  value  of  land.  Therefore  hsi 
justice  to  do  what  the  Bill  does.  l\ 
statements  cannot  becontradieiedi' 
right  in  saying  that  there  is  a  deep 
ance  to  be  righted  and  a  palpable  z 
to  be  got  rid  of  1  The  first  of  the  p 
is  to  reduce  from  52  to  15  veml 
period  provided  for  the  redeinjni 
the  annuities,  and,  secondly  to  m 
the  variation  and  power  of  "rerraon 
regard  to  both  lay  and  eeclesn 
tithes.  In  England,  where  revision  e 
there  has  been,  as  your  Lori 
know,  a  vast  reduction  in  tithes, 
tithe  payers  have  been  deprived  c 
benefit,  and  therefore  it  is  simple 
to  do  what  this  Bill  does, 
measure  has  been  described  as  i 
dole  to  Irish  landlords,  but  it 
simplest,  the  nakedest,  and  the 
act  of  justice.  If  the  payment 
tithes  had  never  been  handed 
the  landowner  and  were  still  pa] 
the  occupier,  could  any*  humai 
with  any  regard  for  his  own 
suggest  that  every  dictate  of  ju 
not  require  that  everything  I  h 
gested  should  be  carried  out  ] 
not  a  one-sided  proceeding  at  alL 
pointed  out  in  1885,  when  the  fii 
Land  Purchase  Acts  was  introdu 
it  was  not  reasonable  to  ai 
tenant-purchasers  to  go  on 
their  instalments  with  the 
of  the  original  rate  of  intei 
their  friends  in  both  Houses  o 
ment  said  that  justice  requi: 
there  should  be  a  revision.  Tl 
given  it  with  universal  approval, 
Ah  per  cent,  interest  on  their  1< 
cut  down  to  £3  Is.  8d.  No 
then  that  justice  should  not  I 
Justice  required  that  that  should 
then  in  the  interests  of  tenant-pu: 
and  it  requires  that  it  should 
now  in  the  interests  of  the  la 
In  Ireland  the  system  ha* 
been  cumbrous,  inconvenient,  ex 
and  difficult  to  carry  out.  Whea 
now  grown  in  Ireland  to  the  e: 
used  to  be  ;  and  the  standards  to 
formerly  appealed  to  have  ceasec 
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rt  regulations  for  the  purpose.   The 
>  Tt>y  which  it  is  proposed  to  ascertain 
lount  of  variation — namely,  by  the 
>  judicial  reduction  of  rents  in  each 
r9  is  fair,  intelligible,  and  a  thousand 
better   than   resorting  to  the  old 
tods.     Another  important  feature  of 
ill  is  that  it  takes  away  the  power 
ieeming  tithe  rent  charges,  save  in 
Case  of  sales  under  the  Land  Acts, 
then  it  is  intended  to  safeguard  the 
There   is  another  clause   in  the 
dealing  with  the  deduction  of  Poor 
» from  tithe,  which  the  Chief  Secre- 
calculated   would    assist   the   Irish 
ch  Fund  by  a  sum  of  about  £6,000 
This   benefit   will  be    obtained 
^^^  -connection  with   decisions  as  to  the 
Jj^^*ductions  made  from  tithes  for  the  Poor 
^jptte.     The  figures  in  reference  to  these  I 
jWfctters  have  been   very  fully  stated  in  I 
'^Wjtl  other   House   of   Parliament,  and  I  | 
^llfcve  confined  myself  to  presenting  the  i 
J^ltte  to  your  Lordships  in   the  shortest 
sible   way,    because  I   recognise  that  | 
lere   are   many   other  topics  on   your  I 
t  ordship's  Paper  for  discussion  to-night. 
cjOf    course,  I  will  be  quite  ready  to  give  | 
*Wiy    information   to    the    House   or   to  ' 
i^Uiswer  any  questions  that  may  be  put  to 
t  me  at  this  or  any  subsequent  stage. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
t    second  time." — (Lord  Ashbourne.) 

r  The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
i,  Ijords,  I  certainly  feel  a  certain  amount 
,  of  embarrassment  in  controverting  what 
E  has  been  said  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  because  he  has  so  pointedly  laid  it 
down  that  every  proposition  which  he 
has  put  before  the  House  is  absolutely 
just,  absolutely  sound,  and  absolutely 
impossible  of  doubt.  It  may  seem 
somewhat  remarkable  that  I  doubt 
the  greater  portion  of  the  assertions 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  made. 
First  of  all,  I  will  deal  with  the  very 
novel  argument  with  which  he  commenced 
his  speech,  and  which,  I  must  say,  sur- 
prised me  extremely.  It  appears  that 
at  some  stage  of  the  Irish  Church  Bill, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  and  who,  as  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  most  justly  said, 
took  a  special  interest  in  that  legislation, 
said  that  ecclesiastical  tithes  should  be 
commuted  at  the  purchase  of  22£  years, 
with  an  interest  not  exceeding  3£  per 
cent.,  and  an  annuity  not  exceeding  45 


years.  Subsequently  it  appears  that  an 
interest  of  £4  9s.  Od.  per  cent,  and  a 
period  of  52  years  were  fixed  in  the  Act. 
On  that  tho  noble  and  learned  Lord  says 
there  has  been  a  great  injustice,  and  that 
we  should  regard  the  statement  made  by 
the  Prime  Minister  of  that  day  in  the 
course  of  a  speech  as  conclusive.  I  have 
never  heard  such  an  argument.  I  always 
thought  Acts  of  Parliament  were  con- 
clusive. Mr.  Gladstone  is  not  alive  to 
explain  the  words  he  used  in  1869,  but  I 
entirely  deny  that  we  are  bound  by  the 
statement  of  even  so  great  a  man  as  Mr. 
Gladstone. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  Mr.  Gladstone's 
words  are  not  contradicted  by  arithmetic. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  But 
they  are  contradicted  by  something  which 
is  binding  upon  us  quite  as  much  as 
arithmetic — namely,  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. According  to  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  it  is  so  perfectly  clear  that 
a  great  injustice  was  committed,  because 
the  Act  is  not  in  accordance  with  some 
words  which  he  found  in  a  speech  of  Mr. 
Gladstone,  that  we  are  bound  now,  after 
twenty-seven  years,  to  remedy  what  was 
then  done.  If  this  is  so  extremely  simple, 
so  perfectly  evident,  so  absolutely  con- 
clusive, what  was  the  Conservative 
Government  which  came  into  office  in 
1874  doing  ?  Had  they  no  supporters 
amongst  Irish  landlords  ?  The  Act  then 
was  a  very  fresh  one,  and  if  the  injustice 
had  been  so  wonderfully  apparent  it 
would  naturally  have  been  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  day,  which  had  no  particular 
love  for  Mr.  Gladstone's  legislation,  to 
remedy  it.  I  dismiss  that  argument  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  as  having  no 
bearing  on  the  question.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  said  there  was  no  bargain. 
The  case  really  is  that  twenty-seven  years 
ago  Parliament  laid  down  a  certain  prin- 
ciple for  the  payment  of  tithe,  and  it 
seems  to  me  a  dangerous  doctrine,  after 
Parliament  has  dealt  with  the  matter  so 
long  ago,  that  we  should  now  set  aside 
that  Act.  Past  legislation  may  have  in- 
flicted hardships  on  those  subjected  to  it. 
That  argument  is  one  which  may  always 
be  used.  But  I  am  surprised  that  twenty- 
seven  years  should  have  been  allowed  to 
elapse  without  any  attempt  to  remedy 
any  hardships  in  the  present  case.  I 
deny  that  the  Bill  is  a  matter  of  justice ; 
it  is  purely  a  matter  of  expediency.     In 
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the  present  state  of  prices  an  undue  i 
burden  has  been  laid  on  the  landlords  of  \ 
Ireland,  and  that  should  be  lightened,  j 
That  is  the  ease  of  the  Government,  and  ! 
I  dismiss  all  other  arguments.  It  comes  j 
to  this,  that  after  twenty-seven  years  the  j 
Government  have  made  up  their  minds  ! 
that  they  ought  to  make  a  present  to  the  j 
Irish  landlords  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  j 
Irish  Church  fund.  I  feel  some  sympathy  j 
for  the  Irish  landlords  in  the  position  in  ; 
which  they  find  themselves,  but  I  must ! 
repeat  what  I  have  often  said,  that  if  the  ; 
Irish  landlords  lived  in  the  part  of  the  : 
kingdom  in  which  T  do  they  would  not ; 
consider  themselves  so  badly  off.  I  object  j 
to  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  is  upset- ; 
ting  a  deliberate  arrangement  made  by  j 
Parliament,  and  then  regarded  as  just  and  : 
fair,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  money  j 
advantage  to  a  certain  class.  j 

Lord  CLONBROCK  :  My  Lords,  it  is  • 
gratifying  to  those  who  are  interested  in  I 
the   Bill   introduced   by   my   noble    and  i 
learned  friend  to  hear  him  describe  it  as  a  : 
mere  measure  of  justice.     It  is,  indeed,  a  \ 
tardy  measure  of  justice,  for  relief  in  this  : 
matter  has  been  promised  to  Irish  tithe  ; 
rent- charge   payers    for  the   last   twelve  : 
years.     In  support  of  its  being  a  measure  i 
of  justice,  I  should  like  to  compare  the  : 
position  of   the  English  and  Irish  tithe  ; 
rent-charge  payer  since  the   year  1872.  \ 
It  is  somewhat  singular,  my  Lords,  that ! 
when  a  comparison  can  be  made,  by  any  : 
stress  of  imagination,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  interests  of  property  in  Ireland,  such 
as,  for  instance,  the   comparison  of   the  ; 
reduction  of  rents  in  England  and  Ireland,  : 
it  is  pressed  home,  however  unsound  may  ' 
be  the  foundation  iq  on  which  it  rests ; ! 
but  when  there  is  any  comparison  which 
would   tell   the  other  way,  St.  George's 
Channel   appears   to   be   an    insuperable 
objection  to  its  being  adduced.     Indeed, 
as  to  all  rights  of  property,  it  seems  to 
make  all  the  difference  in  the  world  on 
which  side  of  St.  George's  Channel  the 
property  is  situated.     I  was  much  struck 
some  days  ago  at  hearing  the  noble  Earl  \ 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  condemning  . 
a    Government    measure— the     Military 
Mameuvres  Bill — on  the  ground  that  it 
assumed  a  certain  control  over  a  landlord's  : 
property  for  three  weeks  in  the  year,  for 
ever.     I  thought  at  the  time  that  there 
was  a  certain  force  in   the  noble  Earl's 
objections,  but  I  could  not  help  contrasting 
this  solicitude  for  the  rights  of  property  \ 
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with  the  slight  regard  paid  to 
by  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  is 
deprived  Irish  landlords  of 
per   cent    of    the   fee  -  simple 
property,  not  for  three  weeks, 
the  year  round,  for  ever.    I 
noble  Marquess  who  had  cb 
Bill  did  not  notice  the  in- 
I  suppose  that  the  severe 
ho  underwent  in    1896, 
reduced,  as  he  then  told  us,  to  the 
of  a  tame  elephant,  has 
somewhat  callous  to  the  injuria 
on  his  wilder  brethren.    But  a 
between  the  English  and  the 
rent-charge  payer  shows  that  the 
in  1872  had  to  pay  .£108  16a.  01 
£100  tithe  rent-charge  as  fixed  ial 
while  in  1899  he  only  paid  £68  & 
Now  by  the  Act  of  1872  tithe  rent 4 
in  Ireland  was  rendered  invariable, 
the  tithe  rent-charge  payer  has  ever 
been    paying    the    same    amount 
1872,  notwithstanding  the  fall 
It    is    no    wonder,    therefore, 
opponents  of  this  measure  tike  tctti 
care   not   to  draw   a   comparison," 
they  might  be  ready   enough  to  &  i 
told   the  other    way.      My    Lonk,  fc 
settlement  in  1872  is  spoken  of  utb 
gain,  which  tithe  rent-charge  payers  glair 
accepted,  fearing  that   the  price  dm 
might    rise.       Now,     no     one    proWh 
anticipated    the    deplorable    agrieul&nl 
depression  which  has  since  occurred,  fa* 
on  the  other  hand,  no  one  in   his  sent* 
seeing  the  continually  increasing  fuSSm 
for  the  importation  of  corn,   could  bin 
dreaded  as  a  tithe  payer,  or  hoped-for* 
a  farmer,  any  decided  rise  in  the  price  of 
corn.     Indeed,    prices,    after    some  fhfc 
tuation,  showed  a  tendency  to  fall  in  tne 
years  immediately  preceding  187±    Tk 
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fact  is  that  the  Act  of 
through  Parliament  in  August 
Departmental  measure,  without  any 
explanation  in  either  House,  and  escaped 
observation.  But  tithe  rent-charge  pajtn 
have  suffered  in  another  way  or  legis- 
lation. By  the  Church  Act  of  18b9  the 
price  of  redemption  of  tithe  rent-charge 
was  fixed  at  m22h  years  purchase.  A  higk 
authority  on  tne  subject,  Mr.  O'Brien, 
has  stated  that  in  previous  times  it  never 
was  worth  more  than  17.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  consequence  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1881,  the  selling  value  of  property  hai 
been  reduced  from  about  224  years  pur- 
chase of  the  old  rent  to  about  17  of  the 
new.     Consequently  the  value  of  property 
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leen   artificially   reduced   about   5i 
purchase,   and   the   charge   on   it 
*«ia]ly  raised  Dy  the  same  amount. 
yet   wonder  is  expressed  that  Irish 
.ords    complain    of    being    unjustly 
ed.     It  is  needless  to  point  out  that 
Church  Fund  has  benefited  by  the 
-^av&gant   price    exacted    from    those 
have  redeemed,   mainly  under   the 
«d  Purchase  Acts.     The  amount  must 
^iver   half   a  million    sterling.     And 
WfL  my  Lords,  as  to  the  provisions  of 
Bill  itself,     While  we  can  only  con- 
^sr  it  as  a  measure  of  justice,  and  as  a 
tial    measure    of    justice,    we     must 
knowledge  that  the  Government  have 
^^red  no  eflort  to  pass  it  in  the  face  of  a 
^^st      determined      and      unscrupulous 
"  jjoaition.     But   the  pity  is  that  when 
*-^y    were   prepared  to    take    so  much 
■Ouble,    they   <lid   not  make  it  a  more 
^mprehenmve  measure.   For  I  must  point 
*at    that,  while  it  offers  some  relief  to 
*"hat  I   may  call  the  more  improvident 
-^rsons,    who    did    not    commute    their 
ithe     rent-charge,    it    offers     practically 
nothing  to  the  more  provident  who  did, 
?or  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  years 
from  52  to  45  is  nothing  more  than  the 
rectification  of  an  arithmetical  blunder. 
Xt  cannot  be  contended  that  the  Govern- 
ment   intended    to    charge    those    who 
commuted  £3  16s.  3d.  per  cent,  interest, 
when  the  ordinary  rate  for  Government 
loans  was  £3  10s.  Od      If  the  interest  is 
taken  at  £$  10s.  0d.,  payment  of  £4  9s.  Od. 
per  cent,  for  52  years  would  mean  the 
payment  of   £130  for   every   £100   ad- 
vanced.    We  hoped  that,  in  the  case  of 
those  who  had  commuted,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  ascertained  the  capital 
Amount  already  redeemed,  and   treated 
the  residue  as  a  loan  to  be  redeemed  in 
the  same  way,  and  on  the  same  terms  as 
loans  made  to  tenants.     This  would  have 
involved  no  loss  to  the  Treasury.    Finally, 
my  Lords,  there  is  the  case  of  lay  tithe 
rent-charge     payers,     and     holders     of 
perpetuities.      In  their  case  there  is  no 
question   of    public  money.      But   they 
have  suffered  from  the  failure  of  duty  of 
some  Government  official.      Their  pay- 
ments were  not  affected  by  the  Act  of 
1872,  but  remained  variable  in  accordance 
with  the  average  prices  of  oats  and  wheat 
which  ought  to  be  published,  and  up  to 
1872    always     were    published,    in    the 
Dublin  Gazette.     The  rents  of  perpetuity 
holders  were  also  variable  in  accordance 
with  those  prices.     But  soon  after  1872 


these  prices  were  at  first  incorrectly 
published,  the  mean  being  taken  instead 
of  the  average,  and  since  1887  have  not 
been  published  at  all.  Consequently  no 
variation  has  been  possible.  The  lay 
tithe  rent-charge  payers  urge  that  they 
have  an  undoubted  grievance  against 
Government  in  this  matter.  They  are 
by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  scale  of 
variation  proposed  for  them  in  the  Bill, 
and  cannot  see  why  the  prices  published 
by  the  Land  Commission  should  not  be 
adopted  in  place  of  those  which  ought  to 
have  been  published  by  the  Government. 
The  holders  of  perpetuities  who  have 
just  the  same  grievance  are  not  included 
in  the  Bill  at  all,  as  might  easily  have 
been  done.  My  Lords,  we  are  given  to 
understand  that  if  we  attempt  to  intro- 
duce any  amendments  into  this  Bill,  we 
shall  probably  lose  it  altogether.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  propose  to  do  so.  But  I 
think  it  necessary  to  point  out  how  much 
it  falls  short  of  what  we  might  have 
expected,  and  to  protest  against  the 
statements  which  have  been  made  that  it 
is  a  singular  act  of  beneficence  to  Irish 
landlords.  Moreover,  it  is  not  a  measure 
affecting  landlords  alone.  I  may  mention 
that  in  1869  there  were  36,000  tithe  rent- 
charge  payers,  while  the  number  of  pro- 
prietors who  could  correctly  be  described 
as  landlords  was  not  more  than  a  third 
of  that  total. 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO :  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  see  our  old  friend  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  Bill,  of  which  we  have  heard  so 
much,  first  of  all  in  two  Queen's 
Speeches  and  also  in  a  great  many 
debates,  brought  forward.  It  is  a 
measure  of  justice,  and  I  deny  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  that  it  is 
a  boon.  As  usual,  we  are  compared  to 
English  landdwners.  That  is  the  compari-' 
son  which  is  always  made  in  this  House, 
but  what  are  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 
English  landowners  can  have  their  tithes 
revised  by  the  prices  of  corn  and  oats, 
but  in  Ireland  there  is  no  revision  at  all. 
As  my  noble  friend  Lord  Cronbrock  has 
gone  so  fully  into  the  subject  there  is 
very  little  for  me  to  say,  except  that  we 
accept  the  Bill  not  as  a  boon  but  as  a 
simple  act  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  It  is  really  time  that  the 
Bill  was  passed,  and  I  am  delighted  to 
see  it  in  this  House.  A  short  section  was 
slipped  into  the  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Commons  which    creates  an  obvious  in- 
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justice.  By  that  section  it  is  provided 
that : — 

"  Sections  three  and  four  of  thta  Act  shall 
not  apply  to  any  tithe  rent-charge  payable  to 
the  Land  Commission  out  of  hereditaments 
the  fee  simple  of  which  has,  after  the  tenth 
day  of  August  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy- two  and  before  the  twelfth  day  of 
May  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  been  conveyed  to  a  purchaser  on  a  sale." 

The  argument  adduced  for  the  insertion 
of  these  words  was  that  when  the  estate 
was  purchased  a  certain  allowance  was 
made  for  the  tithe  rent-charge.  But  I 
must  draw  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  rents  on  the  estate  are 
reducible  every  15  years,  and  it  is  hardly 
fair  that  the  man  who  purchased  the 
estate  should  go  on  paying  the  same  tithe 
rent-charge.  I  only  raise  this  by  way  of 
protest.  I  know  it  is  no  good  moving  an 
Amendment ;  but  I  hope  the  noble 
Marquess  who  is  going  to  wind  up  the 
debate  will  say  something  on  that  point. 

The  Earl  of  AKKAN:  Before  my 
noble  friend  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry 
makes  his  speech,  which  I  am  sure  will 
throw  a  groat  deal  of  light  on  this  ques- 
tion, I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words.  I 
agree  with  my  noble  friends  who  have 
spoken  from  this  side  of  the  House  that 
this  Bill  is  an  act  of  tardy  justice  to 
the  Irish  landlords.  One  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Bill  is  that  the  question  of 
revision  of  tithe  rent-charge  will  be 
rendered  perfectly  simple.  Under  the 
old  Act,  to  get  a  tithe  revised  necessitated 
the  proving  of  the  whole  title  to  the 
estate.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty. 
The  co-operation  of  several  people  had  to 
be  obtained  as  a  rule,  and  the  cost  was 
very  often  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
thing  was  worth.  I  hail  with  satisfaction 
the  simplification  of  the  procedure. 
Having  said  that,  I  venture  to  express 
my  opinion  that  we  owe  very  little  grati- 
tude for  this  Bill.  It  is  a  sort  of  salve 
for  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued  by 
the  British  Government  in  regard  to 
Ireland  for  28  years  past,  and  which  I 
cannot  help  thinking  will  inevitably  lead 
to  the  absolute  expropriation  of  the  Irish 
landlords.  I  should  like  to  ask,  What 
has  this  country  gained  by  this  policy  ? 
Is  Ireland  more  contented  or  more  loyal  ? 
I  venture  to  think,  speaking  for  that  part 
of  Ireland  with  which  1  am  best  ac- 
quainted, and,  I  think  I  may  almost  say, 
for  the  whole  Western  seaboard  of 
Ireland,  that  whatever  may  be  the  feeling 

The  Earl  of  Mayo, 


!  of  the  Western  Irishmen  as  r^n  1 
Majesty  the  Queen,  there  neva% 
time  when  the  Western  peasant  tit 
disloyal  to  the  English  connettal 
the  smaller  landlords,  the  menibj 
being  ruined  by  the  land 
would  not  raise  a  hand  to  &j}( 
country  in  any  difficulty  she  m$u 

The  Marquess  of  LONDOM 
My  lords,  although  my  noble  frinttfl 
have  last  spoken  have  alluded  to  ij 
that  I  was  to  wind  up  this  <kW 
confess  that  after  the  extremely  e 
explanatory,  and,  I  think,  complete^ 
of  my  noble  and  learned  friend  inv 
ducing  this  measure  no  words  an  m 
sary  from  me  to  recommend  the  B 
the  support  of  your  Lordshipa.  Bai 
not  think  it  would  be  right  tk 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl  who  id 
him  should  be  passed  over  in  «* 
silence  by  the  Front  Ministerial 
As  an  Irish  landlord,  the  Bill  * 
affect  me  in  the  slightest  degn 
consequently  1  can  speak  of  n 
most  disinterested  manner.  Mv 
of  justice  force  me  to  recognise*  t 
Bill  removes  an  unjust  burden 
which  the  land-owning  classes  \ 
many  years  laboured.  The  me 
not  a  "boon"  or  a  "present" 
Irish  landlords,  as  it  has  been  d 
by  the  noble  Earl  opposite.  To  i 
it  is  not  even  an  act  of  genei 
kindness.  It  is  merely  an  act  of 
justice  ;  an  honest  endeavour  to 
very  late  in  the  day,  a  most  unfai 
from  the  Irish  landlords — a  bur 
would  not  be  tolerated  if  impoe 
any  other  class  in  any  other  par 
kingdom.  My  noble"  and  learne 
who  introduced  the  measure  sta 
this  small  act  of  justice  was  o 
tardy  character.  Never  were  tru 
said.  The  Irish  landowners  ha 
many  years  in  the  hope  that  tl 
act  of  justice  would  be  brought 
at  some  time  or  other.  They  re 
the  words  of  the  present  Lord  Li« 
of  Ireland,  who,  as  Lord  Prh 
declared  so  long  ago  as  1888,  spes 
behalf  of  the  Government,  thj 
recognised  the  difficulties  under  wh 
landlords  laboured  in  regard  to  tit 
charge,  and  that  it  was  their 
wish  to  afford  a  remedy  for  a 
things  which  nobody  could  deny  r 
immediate  consideration.  I  am  t 
recent  addition  to  the  Governmen 
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landlords  of  Ireland  '  should  pursue  the  same  system  in  Ireland 
not  having  this  act  as  you  do  in  England,  which  this  measure 
is  endeavouring  to  carry  out,  and  not  ask 
a  landlord,  because  he  is  an  Irishman,  to 
pay  on  a  different  scale  from  that  which 
obtains  in  England.,  In  the  House  of 
Commons  the  Home  Secretary  of  the  late 
Liberal  Government  denounced  the  Bill  as 
an  iniquitous  encroachment  upon  the  Irish 
Church  Fund  which  was  intended  for  the 
relief  of  unavoidable  calamity  and  suffer- 
ing in  Ireland.  The  funds  of  the  Irish 
Church  have  been  used — and  rightly  used 
— for  other  measures  than  those  to  relieve 
unavoidable  calamity  and  suffering.  They 
have  been  used  for  arrears  of  rent,  for 
sea-fishery  loans,  for  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act,  for  the  benefit  of  national 
school  teachers,  and  for  the  Koyal  Uni- 
versity. That  attack  comes  with  a  very 
bad  grace  from  a  member  of  a  Govern- 
ment who  passed  through  the  House  of 
ipossible   in   Ireland.      My   noble  and  ;  Commons  a  measure,  fortunately  rejected 


say  that  the 
»  grievance  in 

fcice  done  them,  according  to  pro 
y  ears  ago.  What  strikes  me  as  very 
Ordinary  is  that  there  has  been  so 
>  opposition  to  this  measure,  which  is 
olf  so  small.  The  amount  of  oppo- 
ft.  to  this  Bill  has  filled  me  with  amaze- 
«•  After  all,  what  is  it  that  this  measure 
\  ?  It  merely  enacts  that  where  a 
rwner  has  paid  off  the  principal  and 

Bt  the  charge  should  cease  to  exist, 

S^»  secondly,  that  tithes  should  be 
^S»ble  as  they  were  up  to  1872,  and  I 
"%hey  are  in  England  at  the  present 
iftnt.  It  is  obvious  that  they  should 
"Variable.  If  you  go  back  to  the  Book  of 
as  you  will  find  that  tithe  was  a 
ration  of  the  produce  of  the  producer. 
tjggpw  principle  has  been  recognised  from 
*3jjae  immemorial,  but  since  the  Act  of 
fe^gfe72    revision   of   tithe   has   been   made 


Ifearned  friend  stated   with  justice   that 
^ISfce  price  of  wheat  and  oats  had  fallen 
.  ^tretiy  materially  in  Ireland  since  1872.     I 
"  Ibave  ventured  to  look  up  the  statistics, 
Spinel  I  can  endorse  his  remarks  on  that 
*Simbject.     In  the  year  1872  the  price  of 
^■wheat,  which  in  Ireland  is  calculated  by 
.'"the  barrel  of  20  stone,  was  £1  9s.  lid. 
*  "per  barrel,  but  in    1899  the  price  had 
r  fallen  to    15s.   6d.   per    barrel.      I   can 
■*  endorse  also  what  my  noble  and  learned 
!    friend  told  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  oats.    In  1872  a  barrel 
of  oats  fetched  14s.  8|d.  in  Ireland,  or, 
according  to  English  calculation,  £1  6s.  8d. 
per   quarter ;    but  in   1899  it  was  only 
worth  10s.   lid.  per  barrel,  or  18s.  4d. 
per  quarter.     Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  only  fair  to  ask  that  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  should  be  varied.     The  noble  Earl 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  stated,  I 
think,  that  it  was  after  close  calculation 
in   1872  that  the  charge  was  fixed  per- 
manently,  but  in  1872  I  do  not  think 
anybody  imagined  that  there  was  going 
to  be  the  Act  of  1881,  under  which  rents 
could  be  compulsorily  reduced  periodi- 
cally until  eventually  the  tithe  rent  payer 
might  be  left  with  no  margin  at  all.     I 
know   cases   in   which   rents   have   been 
reduced  by  30,  40,  50,  and  even  60  per 
cent. — I   will   not   say  one   word  as  to 
whether  they  were  rightly  or  wrongly 
reduced— but  surely  it  is  not  right,  after 
such  reductions  have  been  made,  that  there 
should  remain  the  same  permanent  tithe 
rent-charge  upon   the   landowner.      You 


by  your  Lordships,  for  giving  £250,000 
out  of  the  Church  Fund  to  the  evicted 
tenants — a  body  of  men  described  by  the 
Pope  of  Kome  as  having  been  guilty  of 
an  immoral  action,  and  by  the  judges  of 
the  land  as  having  taken  part  in  an 
illegal  conspiracy.  Is  it  in  the  interest 
of  the  tenant-farmers  that  the  Nationalist 
Members  are  opposing  the  Bill?  I  say 
"  No,"  and  I  ask  myself  again  the  question 
— Are  the  Nationalist  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, who  are  all  members  of  the  United 
Irish  League,  real  friends  of  the  tenant- 
farmers,  and  is  it  in  the  interests  of  those 
farmers  that  they  are  endeavouring  to 
oppose  the  Bill  ?  I  say  that  if  they  were 
true  friends  of  the  Irish  farmers  they 
would  at  the  present  moment  be  endea- 
vouring to  assist  that  class  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  Technical  Education  Act  for 
Ireland,  and  to  make  the  most  of  their 
opportunies,  but  instead  of  doing  so  they 
are  trying  to  induce  them  to  leave  their 
land  derelict.  The  real  secret  of  the 
determined  resistance  offered  to  the  Bill 
in  the  House  of  Commons  was  explained 
recently  by  Mr.  Dillon,  when  he  said 
that  the  great  object  of  the  League, 
and  consequently  of  the  Nationalist 
members,  was  to  abolish  landlordism  and 
drive  it  out  of  t\e  country.  Now  we 
know  the  real  reason  of  the  opposition  to 
this  measure.  It  is  to  drive  landlordism 
out  of  Ireland,  because  it  is  the  one 
barrier  to  total  separation  from  this 
kingdom.  When  Mr.  Dillon  tells  us  that 
it  is  the  object  of  the  United  Irish  League 
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to  drive  landlordism  out  of  the  country,  \  in  Australia.     There 
I  think  it  may  be  as  well  to  consider  j  enemy   near  at   hand,  and  M I 
whether  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  j  was  placed  upon  the  Imperial  i 
Ireland  if  this  were  to  occur.     I  do  not  j  day   we   stand    in  a  different  \ 


believe  that  the  tenant-farmers  generally 
desire  that  the  landlords  should  be  driven 
out  of  Ireland.  Would  it  be  beneficial 
to  Ireland  that  the  landlords  should  be 
expatriated  ?  I  reply  deliberately  that 
with  the  disappearance  of  the  land-owning 
classes  the  ruin  of  Ireland  would  begin. 
The  land-owning  classes  have  been  for 
generations  past  the  backbone  of  the  agri- 
cultural community  in  Ireland,  and  agri- 
culture, as  your  Lordships  know,  is  the 
industrv  of  the  country.     If 


Ml 


Patriotic  feeling  in  the 
keenly  stirred.     The  war  in 
has    given    occasion    to  our  J 
fellow  subjects  to  show  how  n 
are  to  share  our  responsibility. 
great  are  the  resources  at  their 
It  seems  a  fitting  opportunity  to 
how  best  the  mother  country 
colonies  may  co-operate  in  the 
of  forces  for  the  common  de 
Lords,  I  will  deal  first  with  the 
infantry.      The   Australian 


great   industry  ot  tlie  country,     it  you 

expatriate  the  landlords  their  places  will  j  doubtedly   possess   most  | 

be  taken  by  the  class  below  them,  who,  j  sources  for  raising  a  force  of 


in  their  turn,  may  bo  forced  out  by  the  j 
class  below,  and  the  result  will  be  that  j 
Ireland  will  be  owned  and  farmed  by  a  j 
race  of  men  without  capital  and  without  i 
resources,  the  majority  of  whom  will  be  | 
in  the  hands  of  the  Gombeen-men.  With  j 
that  class  of  person  in  possession  of  Ire- 1 
land  there  would  be  no  confidence,  and  : 
without  confidence  there  would  be  no  j 
capital  expended  in  Ireland.  In  the  ' 
interests  of  Ireland  it  is  the  duty  of  your  ! 
Lordships  not  only  to  relieve  an  injustice,  i 
but  to  retain  in  the  country  people  who 
have  its  welfare  at  heart. 

On    Question,    agreed    to.    Bill    read    addressing  myself   to   the   Imperial 
2"  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com-    colonial  officers  in  all  the  colonies, 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 


tion.    Every    governor   who 
Australia  is  expected   to  travel' 
over  the  country.     Wherever  hej 
is  attended  by  a  strong  escort  of  i 
infantry,   and    it    is  impoeabU 
admire  the  endurance  of  men  indl 
under    a  fiery  sun,  and  the  tkMt 
bold  horsemanship  with  which  the  1 
will   ride,  fours  abreast,  over  the < 
formidable     timber     fences.    It 
natural    reflection   that   here  wen  I 
specially  fitted  for  such  a  service  i 
forces  have  been  called  upon  to  i 
South  Africa.     Privately  I  made  in 


If* 


LAND  CHARGES  BILL  [ill.]. 
Commons  Amendments  considered  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 
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Loud  BRASSEY :  My  Lords,  I  think 


was  assured  that  at  least  5,000  m1 
could  be  raised  upon  the  same  footings! 
our  yeomanry  at  home,  and  at  t  tna-l 
paratively  small  expense.  It  was  mock*  I 
be  regretted  that  on  a  late  occasion  wta  \ 
there  was  a  most  patriotic  desire  to  i 
contingents  to  South  Africa,  those  5,00*  I 
men  were  not  ready  at  hand  li 
Victoria  we  had  several  hundreds  4  I 
mounted  infantry  upon  the  muster-idk 


I  shall  best  introduce  the  subject  which  I  i  but   they   were  recruited     from  a 
desire  to  bring  very  briefly  under  your  ;  which  could  not  be  expected  to  voluntas 


notice  with  a  few  figures.  The  armed 
forces  of  Australia  include  for  service 
afloat  350  permanent  men,  1,250  reserv- 
ists, and  1,350  naval  volunteers.  For 
the  land  service  the  numbers  are  1,250 
regulars,  8,000  militia,  13,000  volunteers, 
and  12,000  cadets,  trained  as  the  cadets 
are  trained  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
country.  When  we  compare  these,  figures 
with  the  citizen  army  of  the  Swiss  Re- 
public, it  will  be  clear  that  hitherto 
preparations  for  defence,  with  the  excep- 
tion, perhaps,  of  harbour  defence,  have 
not  been  regarded  as  a  matter  of  urgency 
The.  Mar<}nr<x  of  Londonderry. 


in  large  numbers  for  foreign  servkt 
The  majority  were  small  farmers,  to 
whom  it  would  have  spelt  ruin  to leaf* 
their  farms  at  the  commencement  of  tk 
harvest.  The  true  men  of  the  bush  were 
not  numerously  represented  in  the  fint 
contingent  which  we  despatched.  Thej 
came  in  later  when  special  efforts  w«« 
made  and  Imperial  subscriptions  had  been 
contributed,  and  the  resources  were 
available  for  preparing  a  corps  of  bush- 
men.  A  force  ready  to  serve  whenever 
required  must  consist  of  the  younger  men. 
It  should  be  raised  rather  from  the  wage- 
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than  from  the  wage-paying  class, 
ining  should  be  more  complete, 
ly  for  the  officers,  than  has  hither- 
attempted  in  Australia.  To  a 
extent  the  force  must  be  a  paid 
Our  mounted  infantry  in  Victoria 
tot  a  paid  force.  I  strongly  urge 
ler  Majesty's  Government  should 
measures  with  the  Government 
i  Commonwealth  of  Australia 
i  view  to  raising  an  Imperial 
ry  in  Australia  of  at  least  5,000 
zander  engagement  to  serve  in  any 
oi  the  Empire,  the  cost  to  be  met  by 
contributions  from  the  Imperial  Ex- 
u<er  and  from  colonial  funds.  If  the 
Lple  be  accepted,  a  scheme  could  be 
"^arorked  out  on  the  spot  by  the  com- 
Tants  and  the  ministers  of  defence.  It 
take  time  to  gather  information,  time 
ture  a  plan,  time  to  confer  with  the 
*al  Government  on  the  political  con- 
ations involved.  The  work  I  venture 
ty  should  be  taken  in  hand  without 
Ly ,  in  preparation  for  practical  action 
Moon  as  the  Federal  Government  of 
staralia  has  been  set  on  foot.  My  Lords, 
^^^  ...  from  the  enrolment  of  a  force  of 
5p***nted  infantry  to  the  general  efficiency 
^^g-  the  colonial  military  forces.  In  defer- 
*^^^e  to  political  considerations,  the  Im- 
■^J^*ial  forces  have  been  wholly  withdrawn 
iyBmn  the  colonies.  Their  removal  has 
ai^l^rft    the    colonies    without    infantry   or 


standard  of  smartness 
be  obtained  by  con- 
the  altered  circum- 
we   stand  to-day  the 


5  ft%valry  up  to  the 
^*Wiich  can  only 
*:;1*tant  drill.  In 
^%tances  in   which 

^question   of   raising  and   maintaining  a 
t'Vjsmall    Imperial    force    of   infantry    and 
^r  cavalry  in  Australia  would  seem  worthy 
i* -of  consideration.     It  will  not  be  necessary 
-     that  the  forces  should  be  kept  at  the  full 
^  *-  strength  in  the  time  of  peace.       A  single 
squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  few  companies 
of  infantry  at  the  military  headquarters 
-in   the   several  States   would  be  of  the 
greatest  value  for  the  instruction  of  large 
bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers  assembled 
for   reviews  and  for  camps  of  exercise. 
They  are  needed  to  stiffen  the  Militia  and 
Volunteers,  which  have  not  the  advantage 
of    constant    drill.      There   is  only   one 
further  suggestion  which  I  should  like  to 
offer  bearing  upon  efficiency.     It  is  bor- 
rowed from  a  recent  work  by  an  eminent 
military   writer,   Sir  George   Clarke.     I 
refer    to    the    advantage  of    occasional, 
perhaps  annual,  inspections  of  the  colonial 
forces    by  an   Imperial    officer  of    high 


standing.  If  it  were  possible  that  hi» 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
should  pay  a  visit  of  inspection  to 
Australia  it  would  give  great  encourage- 
ment to  loyal  feeling,  and  I  feel  sure 
would  be  an  immenre  advantage  to  the 
army.  I  may  mention  that  under  a 
recent  regulation  the  naval  forces  of 
Victoria  are  annually  inspected  by  the-. 
Commander-in-Chief  on  the  Station,  and 
that  inspection  haspro ved  of  th e greatest  ad~ 
vantage.  My  Lords,  I  pass  from  the  military 
to  the  naval  forces.  Australia  will  not 
compare  with  the  sister  colony  of 
Canada  in  the  numbers  of  its  seafaring; 
population,  but  there  are  in  Australia! 
ample  resources  for  the  creation  of  at 
colonial  naval  reserve.  Official  inquiries, 
have  lately  been  made  and  it  has. 
been  ascertained  that  we  have,  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries  of  Australia, 
more  than  30,000  men.  The  men  earn 
high  wages,  and  those  wages  are  well 
earned.  The  seamen  in  the  coasting  trade 
and  fisheries  of  Australia  are  men  of 
superior  qualifications  both  in  seamanship 
and  in  general  intelligence  and  conduct. 
Having  for  many  years  taken  the  deepest 
interest  in  the  question  of  a  Colonial 
Naval  Reserve,  it  was  to  me  an  immense 
satisfaction  when  I  came  home  two  years: 
ago  on  leave,  to  hear  from  Mr.  Goschen 
that  the  Admiralty  had  at  last  decided  to 
take  steps  to  raise  a  Colonial  Naval 
Reserve.  The  announcement  was  followed 
by  an  official  communication  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  on  the  Australian 
station.  The  terms  offered  by  the  Ad- 
miralty were  identical  with  those  estab- 
lished for  the  Naval  Reserve  at  home 
and  without  modifications  they  were  not 
acceptable  to  the  seafaring  class  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  may  refer  more  particularly  to 
the  regulation  requiring  six  months  ser- 
vice on  a  man-of-war  upon  a  low  scale  of 
wages.  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  Ad- 
miralty will  not  allow  this  matter  to 
drop,  and  I  would  urge  that  instructions 
should  be  given  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  directing  him,  in  consultation  with 
the  local  officers,  to  revise  the  regulations 
which  are  established  for  our  Naval 
Reserve  at  home,  so  as  to  make  them 
suitable  to  Colonial  conditions.  In  this 
connection,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  the  report  made 
by  the  naval  advisers  of  the  Australian 
colonies  with  reference  to  this  question  of 
a  Colonial  Naval  Reserve.  That  report- 
has    been    criticised    as    a    proposal    to- 
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establish  a  merely  local  force.  I  believe 
that  report  to  have  been  misunderstood. 
The  true  feeling  in  the  colonies  must  be 
.gauged  by  recent  events.  When  we  stood 
in  a  recent  crisis  face  to  face  with  the 
sudden  emergency  in  China,  no  objection 
was  urged  to  the  removal  of  certain 
vessels  from  the  Australian  squadron  to 
China.  The  colonies  offered  a  ship,  which 
has  been  accepted  ;  they  offered  the  ser- 
vices of  their  naval  brigades,  which  have 
.also  been  accepted.  What  has  happened 
'lately  I  feel  sure  would  happen  again. 
I  feel  certain  that  all  the  available  naval 
(forces  ©f  the  Australian  colonies  will  at 
.all  times  be  available  for  Imperial  de- 
fence. My  Lords,  I  have  only  one  other 
observation  to  make.  The  proposal  that 
payment  should  be  made  from  Imperial 
.funds  for  the  maintenance  of  forces  in 
Australia  may  be  challenged  in  certain 
•quarters,  "but  the  principle  of  paying  men 
.from  Imperial  funds  in  Australia  was 
accepted  when  the  Admiralty  consented 
:to  the  enrolment  of  a  Naval  Kcservc.  If 
a  retainer  is  paid  to  the  seamen,  why  not 
to  the  mounted  infantry  1  In  conclusion, 
it  seems  to  me  clear  that  recent  events 
have  made  it  evident  that  steps  must 
be  taken  to  strengthen  our  military 
and  our  naval  resources.  If  the  work 
is  to  be  done  without  imposing  in- 
tolerable burdens,  it  must  l>e  by  means  of 
reserve  forces,  and  I  hope  I  have  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Lordships  that 
proposals  for  raising  reserves  in  Australia 
should  be  included  in  the  comprehensive 
scheme  for  which  we  look  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 

♦Viscount  FRAXKFORT,  in  risingto 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  had  l>een  drawn  to 
a  letter  in  TV  Times  of  July  12th  "on 
Colonial  Reserves,"  and  whether  he  ap 
proved  of  the  suggestion  therein  made  by 
Major  General  French,  commanding  the 
Xew  South  Wales  military  forces  ;  and 
whether  he  proposed  to  consult  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  regard 
to  the  advisability  of  taking  steps  to 
obtain  the  insertion  in  the  Federal  De- 
fence Act  for  all  Australia,  shortly  to  be 
brought  forward,  the  necessary  powers 
(for  the  formation  of  such  war  reserve, 
said  :  My  Lords,  I  have  listened  with  great 
attention  to  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just 
sat  down.  The  question  I  have  put  on 
the  Paper  is  rather  with  regard  to  war 
(reserve  than  with   regard  to  forces  to  be 

Lord  Brassey. 


i  raised  in  the  colony,  but  I  think 
all  agree  that  the  defence  of  the 
.  a  most  important  subject  A 
ago  the  Australian 
|  received  the  Royal  Assent, 

I  no  doubt  that  the  people  of 

!  willing  to  take  their  share  in  tki 
|  of  the  Empire.  I  am 
time  should  be  lost  in  taking  ^^. 
;  obtain  the  insertion  in  the  frhja^LVS 
j  fence  Act  for  all  Australia  of 
i  ary  powers  for  the  formation 
j  reserve.  The  writer  of  the  \ttmi 
j  appeared  in  The  Times  of  the 
August  is  by  no  means  an  ai 
has  served  some  12  years  in 
a  like  number  of  years  in  Ad 
was  more  or  less  responsible! 
military  side  for  the  Military  Laaft 
of  1884 ;  at  the  present 
commanding  the  New  South  Wila 
tary  forces.  He  has  come  to  th 
elusion  that  a  scheme  is  feasible 
would  be  mutually  advantageoui  \ 
land  and  the  Colonies  and  of  baA] 
the  Empire  in  which  they  live,  soft  N 
his  own  words  "for  which  we  os^l 
do  our  utmost "  With  regard  to  ui 
the  suggestion  Major  General  Ii 
makes  is  this.  He  suggests  thfi 
75,000  fishermen  and  sailor*  <m 
Atlantic  seaboard  might  make  a 
large  and  a  very  useful  war  resent 
our  fleets.  With  regard  to  AustnBi 
rate  of  wages  current  in  Australia  ii 
high  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  n 
large  force  for  peace  duties.  Bat  a  i 
other  hand  any  number  of  men  villa 
forward  in  time  of  war  at  a  fair  rat 
pay.  Now  what  is  proposed  is  to  in 
reserve  of,  say,  10.000  men  with  art 
ing  fee  of  £ti  per  man  per  annua 
efficient  privates  of  infantry,  £\t 
man  per  annum  for  troopers  of  moo 
corps  who  have  horses  and  saddlery  d 
ive  for  service,  and  other  ranks"  in 
portion.  The  approximate  cost  of 
force  at,  say,  £10  per  head  would  he  a 
£100,000/  The  requirements  of  effid 
would  involve  an  annual  course  of  t 
ing  and  musketry.  This  reserve  I 
should  be  formed  mainly  from  theeffii 
ottieers  and  men  who  have  passed  thn 
the  ranks  of  the  defence  forces,  and 
agree  to  serve  within  or  without  Aust 
in  war  time.  The  6,000  men  that 
now  out  in  South  Africa  would  a 
a  capital  start  for  this  reserve.  J 
have  said,  the  notion  is  that  the  res 
pay  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Imperial  Got 
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i  a  retaining  fee.  I  am  quoting 
or   word  from  General  French's 

He  knows  well  the  feeling  of  the 
is,  and  I  think  this  paragraph  is 
nportant  as  regards  pay  for  extra 
*.  Youi  Lordships  know  that  the 
hi  Government  are  paying  the 
ice  between  the  imperial  rate  of 
A  the  rate  of  pay  to  their  own  men 
th  Africa.  Major-General  French 
t  to  say,  "  They  might  well  do  so  in 
mre  in  view  of  the  substantial  ad- 
e  of  having  10,000  trained  reserves 
p  in  Australia  in  peace  time  at  no 
.e  to  them."  Thus,  My  Lords,  by 
sheme   the    imperial    Government 

have  10,000  men,  and  when  they 
lied  up  for  service  in  any  future 
ley  would  only  have  to  pay  them 
perial  rates  of  pay.     I  think  step3 

be  taken  by  the  Government  to 
,  reserve  in  Australia  something  on 
lines,  and  steps  should  be  taken 

As  soon  as  the    war  in  South 

will  allow  it  these  Australian 
•s  will  go  back  to  their  country, 
rill  be  disbanded,  they  will  disperse 
>r  the  country,  and  it  will  be  most 
It  to  collect  them  again  to  form 
tserve  which  I  am  suggesting.  With 
abservations  I  beg  to  ask  the  noble 
less  the  question  standing  on  the 
in  my  name. 

s  SECRETARY  of  STATE   for 

(The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
>rds,  with  the  general  principle  laid 
by  the  two  noble  lords,  who  have 
ised  your  Lordships  I  desire  to 
is  my  entire  concurrence  and  sym- 
The  war  which  is  now  going  on 
ith  Africa  will  be  ever  memorable 
it  in  which  for  the  first  time  the 

of  this  country  and  those  of  our 
colonies  have  fought  side  by  side, 
do  not  think  we  can  overrate  the 
mpression  which  has  been  produced, 
ily  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
om,  not  only  upon  the  people  of 
itish  Empire,  but  upon  all  parts  of 
orld,  by  the  exhibition  of  colonial 
asm  and  loyalty,  which  we  have 

witnessed.  Throughout  these 
It  and  arduous  operations,  during 
tial  stages  when  success  seemed  to 
o  us  with  slow  and  halting  steps, 
iter,  when  our  progress  has  been 
•apid  and  satisfactory,  the  colonial 

have  borne  a  distinguished  and 
cable  share  in  the  hardships  and  in 
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the  dangers  of  the  war.  My  Lords,  as  I 
have  mentioned  this,  I  am  impelled  to 
refer  to  the  telegram  which  we  all  of  us 
have  read  from  Lord  Roberts  two  days 
ago  in  which  he  mentions  how  in  a 
recent  hard-fought  action  beyond  Pretoria, 
two  young  Canadian  officers,  when  leading 
their  men  in  a  counter  attack  on  the 
enemy's  flank  at  a  critical  juncture  of  an 
important  engagement  lost  their  lives, 
one  of  them  being  the  only  son  of  the 
Canadian  Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence, 
a  young  officer  whom  Lord  Roberts 
describes  as  having  twice  before  been 
brought  to  his  notice  in  despatches  for 
gallant  and  intrepid  conduct.  When  we 
think  who  was  the  writer  of  that  tele- 
gram, and  with  what  feelings  he  must 
nave  written  it,  I  think  we  may  say  that 
no  more  touching  tribute  could  have 
been  paid  to  the  memory  of  these  brave 
young  representatives  of  our  Colonial 
forces.  With  regard  to  the  Australian 
contingents,  I  do  not  think  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  first  at  all  over- 
rated the  value  of  the  services  which 
they  have  rendered.  I  think  there  are 
between  8,000  and  9,000  of  them  at  this 
moment  fighting  for  us  in  South  Africa, 
and  they  have  exhibited  those  qualities, 
not  only  of  personal  courage,  but  of 
great  endurance,  fine  horsemanship,  and 
resource  and  readiness  which  his  ex- 
perience of  the  Australian  Colonies  led 
him  to  attribute  to  them.  I  think  the 
noble  lord  is  perfectly  right  when  he 
describes  Australia  as  pre-eminently  a 
country  of  mounted  infantry.  You  have 
there  men  of  the  right  stamp,  and  you 
have  abundance  of  horses  of  the  right 
stamp.  There  may  be  a  certain  difficulty 
in  obtaining  horses  of  the  type  that  we 
require  for  cavalry  and  artillery,  but  the 
mounted  infantry  horses  can  be  obtained 
in  almost  infinite  numbers.  I  am  sure 
we  all  of  us  feel  that  this  co-operation  of 
the  colonial  forces  has  not  been  the  result 
of  any  passing  mood  on  their  part ;  it  is 
not  a  mere  momentary  effervescence  of 
loyalty,  it  is  the  result  of  a  deep-seated 
patriotism  and  an  abiding  desire  to  bear 
with  us  a  part  in  the  burden  of  Empire. 
I  am  sure  one  and  all  of  us  would  wish 
and  hope  that  if  this  country  should  find 
itself  again  circumstanced  as  it  has  been 
of  late  we  should  find  the  colonies  ready 
to  take  their  place  by  our  side.  And  if 
it  would  be  possible,  as  the  noble  lord 
behind  me  desired,  for  us  to  come  to  some 
understanding  with  the  colonies  by  which 
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that  co-operation  might  be  rendered 
easier  both  for  them  and  for  us,  I  for  one 
should  greatly  rejoice  at  it.  But  I  venture 
to  suggest  that  the  matter  is  one  in 
which  we  can  scarcely  proceed  with  too 
much  caution.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
increased  assistance  in  numbers  and  in- 
creased efficiency,  might  be  too  dearly 
bought  if  they  were  paid  for  by  any  loss 
of  that  wonderful  spontaneity  which  has 
characterised  the  co-operation  of  the 
colonies  on  this  occasion.  I  could  not 
help  being  struck  by  the  concluding 
sentence  of  the  letter  of  General  French, 
which  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  quoted, 
in  which  he  says  : — "  Now  is  the  time  to 
act.  If  we  wait  till  the  cold  fit  comes  on 
progress  may  be  made  impossible."  I 
cannot  help  saying  that  this  sentence 
suggested  to  my  mind  an  inference 
rather  different  from  that  which  the 
writer  probably  intended  to  suggest. 
I  should  be  sorry  if  we  were  at  this 
moment  to  take  advantage  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  colonies  have 
come  forward  during  the  last  nine 
or  ten  months  in  order  to  hurry  them 
into  any  arrangement  which  upon  mature 
reflection  afterwards  some  might  think 
irksome  or  inconvenient.  I  confess  I 
am  a  little  reminded  of  the  analogy  of 
the  Volunteer  Bill,  which  I  lately  passed 
through  your  Lordships'  House  and  which 
was  severely  criticised  by  noble  Lords 
opposite,  who  said  we  were  endeavouring 
to  persuade  the  Volunteers  in  a  moment 
of  popular  excitement  to  assume  per- 
manently a  liability  which  the  force  as  a 
whole  might  afterwards  object  to.  That 
provision  met  with  an  unfortunate  fate  in 
another  place.  But  I  think  there  is  an 
object  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  that  Bill, 
and  I  would  say  that  if  it  is  necessary  to 
proceed  with  caution  when  we  are  dealing 
with  our  own  forces  in  this  country,  still 
more  must  we  be  cautious  when  we  are 
dealing  with  the  forces  of  the  colonies. 
I  entirely  agree  with  what  the  noble  lord 
on  the  back  bench  said,  that  in  a  case 
like  this  the  scheme  must  be  worked  out 
on  the  spot.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that.  I  also  agree  with  him  that  it 
should  be  worked  out  under  the  super- 
vision of  that  Federal  Government  which 
is  about  to  come  into  existence  under 
such  auspicious  circumstances.  All  I  can 
say  is  that  we  are  perfectly  ready  to 
discuss  a  scheme,  but  in  our  opinion  it  is 
desirable  that  the  initiative  should  come 
from  the    colonies,    and    that    we    will 

Th?  Marquess  of  Lunsdomie. 


certainly  give  them  all  tbt« 
the  assistance,  and  all  u*  e 
operation  that  they  dnpoi_ 
from  us.  The  discnsBoa  i| 
tails  of  such  a  scheme  vottti 
sent  moment^  I  cannot  Upt^j 
a  little  premature.  The  ma 
seem  to  be  agreed  upon  tkkfj 
would  like  to  see  raised  infra! 
special  body  of  troops,] 
training  paid  partly  by 
out  of  colonial  funds,  andbdfcij 
circumstances  for  active  serai 
the  limits  of  the  colony  to  18 
belong.  The  noble  Lordoppoai 
I  think,  of  a  force  of  5,0001 
He  did  not  mention  the  1 
financial  arrangements  whiekl 
recommend.  The  noble  Lodi 
regarded  with  favour  the  1 
General  French,  who  propon 
should  have  a  force  of  10.0W 
Australia,  receiving,  in  time  I 
retaining  fee  of  from  £8  to  J 
paid  by  us,  and  who  would  be 
active  service  in  case  of  Imp 
gency.  1  must  ask  the  nob 
receive  with  a  certain  amount 
General  French's  estimate  of  tl 
cost  of  these  proposals,  beta 
that  according  to  his  calculai 
10,000  British  cavalry  would 
country  £1,000,000  a  ye 
Australian  mounted  infantry 
£100,000  a  year.  To  beg 
do  not  accept  a  calculation 
a  charge  of  £100  per  hea 
British  cavalry  soldier;  an 
course,  it  is  impossible  to  1 
comparison  between  the  cos 
who  are  only  available  for  a 
at  rare  intervals  and  on  spec 
and  the  cost  of  troops  whos 
continuous  and  whom  you 
make  use  of  whether  the  e: 
great  or  little.  There  are 
great  number  of  points  whicl 
necessary  to  consider  with 
care  before  any  scheme  of  th 
really  be  adopted.  I  can  c 
one  or  two  of  them.  In  the 
presume  that  if  the  British  1 
be  called  upon  to  pay  for 
reserves  he  will  require 
isfied  as  to  the  efficiency  < 
for  whom  he  pays.  Then 
the  question  of  the  teats 
which  would  have  to  be  aj 
would  lay  down  those  tests  ' 
from  time  to  time  inspect  1 
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es  would  they  have  for  train- 
•valsl — these  are  all  points 
1  require  to  be  examined. 
»  the  most  important  question 
ctent  of  the  liability  which 
would  be  expected  to  assume, 
is  the  noble  Lord  behind  me 
General  French's  letter  and 
at  these  troops  should  be 
jailed  upon  within  or  without 
war  time.     Who  is  to  decide 

war  is  one  of  such  impor- 
istify  a  call  upon  the  colonies  1 
at  in  this  country  we  cannot 
Reserves,  we  cannot  embody 
we  cannot  call  up  the  Volun- 
lt  a  proclamation  of  emer- 
bhe  case  of  the  colonies  who 
>    the    proclamation   of     the 

Would  it  be  the  Parliament 
le  Parliament  in  the  colonies  ? 

very  regrettable  if  it  should 
that  while  in  the  opinion  of 
>nt  it  appeared  that  there  was 
it  appeared  in  the  opinion  of 
rliament  that  the  emergency 
ficient.  Those  are  all  points 
lave  to  be  looked  in  the  face 
noble  lord  said,  worked  out 
before  we  could  arrive  at  an 
ig.     There  is  another  point. 

be  the  place  of  these  colo- 
n  the  military  system  of  their 
s  1  The  noble  Lord  knows 
tat  for  many  years  past  it  has 
)licy  to  concentrate  our  Im- 
3  at  home,  in  India,  and  in  a 

great  garrisons.  We  have 
>ur  troops  from  the  outlying 
I  our  policy  has  been  to  in- 
lonies,  so  far  as  possible,  to 
;ements  for  their  own  defence, 
the  Empire  really  gain  unless 
al  reserves,  which  the  noble 
j  to  form,  were  additional  to 
1  forces  required  for  the 
the  colony  itself  1  If  the 
serves  were  only  a  part  of  the 
itia,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
jfactory  if,  at  a  time  of  emer- 
ound  ourselves  calling  away 
olonies  the  very  ilite  of  their 
it  would  be  what  is  called 
le  eyes"  out  of  their  little 
t,  again,  is  a  point  that  will 
considered.  Then  the  noble 
mother  suggestion.  He  said, 
d  we  not  raise  in  the  colonies 

corps  of  cavalry  or  infantry 
i  form  part  of  the   British 


Army,  but  which  would  be  raised  and 
maintained  in  the  colonies  'I "  The  noble 
Lord  knows  the  colonies  a  great  deal 
better  than  I  do,  but  I  confess  that  I 
should  have  thought  that  an  almost 
insuperable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
adoption  of  such  a  proposal  is  the  very 
high  rate  of  wages  which  obtains  in  the 
colonies.  General  French  tells  us  in  his 
letter  that  the  minimum  rate  of  wages 
paid  by  Government  contractors  is  7s.  a 
day.  I  am  afraid  that  that  is  a  rate 
which,  when  compared  with  the  wages 
the  British  Army  receives,  becomes  almost 
prohibitive.  When  the  noble  Lord,  not 
long  ago,  was  in  communication  with  the 
War  Office  upon  this  subject  calculations 
were  made,  and  I  believe  the  result  was 
to  show  that  a  force  of  5,000  men  paid  at 
the  rate  of  6s.  a  day  would  cost  no  less 
than  £400,000  more  than  a  similar  force 
paid  at  Imperial  rates  ;  and  at  the  rate  of 
7s.  a  day  it  would  cost  nearly  half  a 
million  a  year  more.  That  is  rather  a 
formidable  obstacle,  I  tbfnk,  to  the 
proposal  that  we  should  raise  a  part  of 
the  Imperial  Army  within  the  colonies. 

Lord  BRASSEY :  I  said  only  a  small 
force  for  the  purposes  of  instruction. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
No  doubt  the  smaller  the  force  the  less 
the  expense  would  be.  One  reason  the 
noble  Lord  adduces  in  favour  of  his  pro 
posal — and  I  think  it  a  very  sound 
reason  indeed — is  that  since  we  have 
withdrawn  British  troops  from  the 
colonies  there  has  necessarily  no  longer 
been  in  the  colonies  that  high  standard  of 
smartness  and  efficiency  provided  by  the 
well-trained  and  permanently  trained 
forces  forming  part  of  the  Imperial  Army. 
I  confess  I  thinlc  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  that  standard  should,  if  possible,  be 
afforded,  and  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  arrive  at  that  by  a  system  of  inter- 
changing units  between  the  colonial  and 
the  Imperial  forces.  I  mean  that  a 
colonial  corps  should  for  a  time  take 
its  place  in  a  British  garrison  and  a 
British  force  should  take  its  place  for  a 
time  in  a  colonial  station.  That  is  a 
matter  that  was  discussed  by  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  at  a 
conference  with  the  Colonial  Premiers  in 
the  year  1897.  The  idea  was,  on  the 
whole,  favourably  received,  and  the  War 
Office  entirely  approved  of  it.  New 
South  Wales,   I    believe,    accepted    the 
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proposal,  and  was  prepared  to  exchange 
a  company  of  its  garrison  artillery  with 
a  company  of  Imperial  Garrison  Artillery. 
I  believe  New  Zealand  made  an  offer,  and 
in  Canada  there  have  been  similar  inter- 
changes between  the  troops  belonging  to 
the  garrison  of  Halifax  and  the  troops 
belonging  to  the  Canadian  Militia.  The 
matter  was  progressing  far  from  un- 
favourably when  unfortunately  the  war 
came,  and  put  an  end  to  the  negotia- 
tions which  were  going  on.  With 
regard  to  Xaval  Reserve,  I  can  say 
little  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  am 
authorised  to  say  that,  in  principle,  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  entirely 
accepts  the  idea  of  a  colonial  Naval 
Reserve,  but  he  thinks,  as,  no  doubt,  does 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  that  it  would  be 
more  prudent  to  wait  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  Federation  before  attempting  to 
advance  the  matter  any  further.  My 
Lords,  I  can  only  add  to  what  I  have 
said  that,  agreeebly  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  noble  Lord  behind  me,  I  shall  make  it 
my  business,  in  consultation  with  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  to  advance 
the  policy  the  noble  Lord  has  advocated  as 
much  as  we  can  possibly  advance  it.  I 
can  assure  you  no  one  hopes  more 
anxiously  and  keenly  than  I  do  that  in 
years  to  come  we  may  find  the  soldiers  of 
the  great  colonies  fighting  side  by  side  I 
with  our  own  Imperial  trcops  in  the  ; 
same  pitriotic  and  loyal  spirit  which ' 
they  have  exhibited  during  the  war  now  j 
in  progress. 

Earl  CARRINGTOX:  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  l>ear  with  me  for  one  single 
moment  while  I  express  the  pleasure  with 
which  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  have 
heard  the  eloquent  words  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  when  he  spoke  of  the 

gitriotism  of  the  Colonies,  in  answer  to  Lord 
rassey,  whom  we  are  glad  to  see  present 
after  five  years  service  rendered  with  so 
much  pride  to  himself  and  so  much  advant- 
age to  the  great  colony  of  Victoria.  With 
regard  to  what  Lord  Brassey  has  said  as 
to  colonial  mounted  infantry,  perhaps  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  that  fifteen 
years  ago  when  I  was  in  Australia  I  was 
much  st nick  with  the  possibilities  of 
mounted  infantry  in  those  colonies,  and 
it  was  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  read 
that  the  New  South  Wales  Lancers  were 
the  first  of  the  colonial  contingents  to 
arrive  at  the  Cape,  the  first  to  be  sent  to 
the  front,  and  the  first  to  come  under  fire. 

The  Marque**  of  Lan$t1oiVH>. 


Lord  Brassey  spoke  of  the  deep 
patriotism  that  exists  in  the  aitk 
hardly  think  that  the  colonist* 
know  how  deep-seated  that  p&ma 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  like  one  i 
great  Australian  underground  oa._ 
disappear  in  the  bowels  of  the  ati 
then  come  up  again,  and  append 
appear  again,  and  then  wheairl 
tapped  they  rise  in  a  huge  geyatij 
rushing  down  in  a  mighty  torrent 
ocean.  I  think  we  can  alwap  jfc 
having  the  colonies  on  our  &\t,i 
must  be  on  one  condition.  This  m 
must  recognise  that  there  w 
perfect  equality  between  the  aolii 
our  great  self-governing  colonk  ai 
English,  Scotch,  Welsh,  andlriit 
The  noble  Marquess  said  that  n 
move  with  great  caution.  Nn 
great  caution  is  necessary,  but  I 
venture  very  respectfully  to  sag 
him  that  we  ought  to  insist  tk 
shall  be  perfect  equality  l)etwe 
Imperial  and  colonial  forces,  id 
all  honours  and  rewards  shall  he 
and  dealt  out  equally  to  both  1 
of  Her  Majesty's  servants  in  pi 
to  the  strength  of  the  men  turne 


SOUTH   AFRICAN    WAR-H 

AND  MEDICAL  ARRANGEM 

COxMMITTEE  OF  INQUU 

♦The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN 
on  the  Paper  notice  of  the 
question:  "To  ask  if  Her 
Government  can  inform  the  H 
the  Commission  to  inquire  into 
tion  of  the  treatment  of  the 
wounded  soldiers  in  South  Afri 
to  be  appointed,"  said :  My 
announcement  which  was  nu 
other  House  of  Parliament 
question  in  my  name  was  pla< 
Paper  of  course  anticipates  t 
to  this  question,  which  has, 
a  somewhat  belated  appearan 
ever,  although  very  apologetia 
advantage  of  the  fact  that  the 
on  the  Paper,  to  say  two  words 
expressing  the  hope  that,  notwi 
the  important  avocations  of  n 
the  Commission,  it  will  be  p 
the  inquiry  to  be  commence 
delay,  not  only  because  of  the 
terest  and  importance  of  the  : 
question,  but  because  many  of 
:  viduals  who  could  give  evidence 
the  state  of  matters  at  the 
period  in  question  may  be  dispei 
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as  mentioned  the  other  day 
apers  that  a  certain  number 
lian  contingent  were  sailing 
ai  Liverpool.  Some  of  these 
ked  to  contribute  their  im- 
>n  the  matters  referred  to  in 
,  and  I  think  the  statements 
significant.  Of  course  I  am 
I  from  the  reports  given  to 
but  what  was  said  in  effect 
some  respects  there  were 
l  were  remembered  with 
ird  to  the  medical  arrange- 
)  the  same  time  they  offered 
ite  of  admiration  with  regard 
;ers.  I  venture  to  think  that 
ficant,  because  in  such  vast 
s  those  of  this  war  it  is 
n  certain  sections  of  arrange- 
might  be  defects  or  misfor- 
3ide  by  side  with  those  there 
Bments  and  matters  calling 
admiration.  My  Lords,  I 
in  from  expressing  satisfac- 
[  am  sure,  will  be  common 
Lordships,  at  the  touching 
npathy  which  fell  from  the 
3ss,  with  regard  especially  to 
i  South  Africa  of  the  two 
lians,  one  being  Lieutenant 
mly  son  of  the  Minister  of 
nada.  The  noble  Marquess 
lly  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
a  past  Governor-General  of 
one  whose  name  is  familiar 
3nse  in  that  country ;  and, 
successors  in  the  position  of 
leral  of  Canada,  I  venture  to 
louse  that  the  words  which 
noble  Marquess  will  be  wel- 
lghout  the  Dominion  with 
reciation.  With  regard  to 
atter  of  the  question  I  would 
at  at  Netley  there  must  be 
3  invalided  home  from  South 
!  evidence  might  be  taken 
sir  experience  at  the  seat  of 
,  that  there  will  be  no  delay 
Y  getting  to  work. 

uess  of  L  ANSDO WNE :  My 
re  every  reason  to  believe 
amission  will  commence  its 
out  any  delay.  The  noble 
that  the  appointment  to  the 
;  in  the  Commission  was  only 
day  or  the  day  before.  But 
.  the  Commission  intend  to 
iately,  and  I  know  also  that 
jire  to  lose  no  time  in  taking 


up  the  impoitant  question  committed  to 
them. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
past  Seven  of  the  clock  till 
To-morrow,  half  past  Ten  of 
the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  19th  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


DEARNE  VALLEY  RAILWAY  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

GLYNCORRWG  URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

LONDON  SEA  WATER  SUPPLY  BILL 
[Lords]. 

WHITECHAPEL  AND   BOW   RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

WORKINGTON  RAILWAYS  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Workington  Railways  and  Docks  Bill 
[Lords],  Standing  Orders  204  and  235  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  and 
236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed 
upon  Monday  next. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

LONDON,      WALTHAMSTOW,      AND 
EPPING  FOREST  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Order  (12th  February)  referring  the 
London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping 
Forest  Railway  Bill  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  read,  and 
discharged;  Bill  withdrawn. — (Mr.  Cald- 
well.) 

EDINBURGH  (HOUSING  OF  THE  WORK- 
ING CLASSES)  IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
BILL. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  and 
236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  have  leave  to  appoint 
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the  Committee  on   the   Bill,  to  sit  and 
proceed  forthwith. — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

PAISLEY    WATERWORKS     PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211 
and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  have  leave  to  ap- 
point the  Committee  on  the  Bill,  to  sit 
and  proceed  forthwith. — (The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate.) 

RAILWAYS     (IRELAND)    AMALGAMA- 
TION  BILLS   (JOINT  COMMITTEE). 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Railways  (Ireland)  Amalgamation  Bills  in 
respect  of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Rail- 
way Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [Lords] 
(Pending  in  the  Lords)  brought  up,  and 
read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Railways  (Ireland)  Amalgamation  Bills  in 
respect  of  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 
[Lords]  (Pending  in  the  Lords),  brought 
up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed. 


for  the    construction  of  i  vr  i 
Southwick   to  join  the  i 
other  purposes."  Sunderland  C 
Bill  [Lords]. 

SUNDERLAND      CORPORATE 
[Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time,  and  rfs 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  h! 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LMjl 
SUNDAY  BILL 

Petition  from  Lowick,  in  fat 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  U( 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  Bl 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  I 
Alnwick ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tab! 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  U 
CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND] 

Petition   from  Crieff,  in  fa 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,   REPORTS 


MESSAGE    FROM    THE    LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill. 

Bray  Urban  District  Council  Bill,  with- 
out Amendment. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill. 

Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast 
Railway  Bill.  " 

Lambeth  Water  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  empower  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Burgesses  of  the  borough  of 
Sunderland  to  contribute  towards  the 
construction  by  the  North-Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  of  a  bridge  and  road  across 
the  River  Wear,  and  to  make  provision 


TAXES  AND   IMPOS 

Return     presented,     relat 

[ordered  13th  March ;    Mr  < 

lie  upon  the   Table,  and  to 

[No.  284.] 

WHISKY  IN  BOND  (SCO 
i      Return    presented,     relati 
'  [ordered  19th  June ;    Mr. 
I  lie  upon  the  Table. 

i  COURT  OF  PROBATE  DIVTi 
)        COURT  OF  JUSTICE)  (II 

Annual  Account  presented, 
1  and  Disbursements  for  the 
;  31st  December,  1899  [by  . 
,  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  REGISTRY 

Account  presented,  of  B 
.  Payments  in  respect  of  the  Li 
,  for  the  year  ended  31st  Marc 
!  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabli 
■  printed.    [No.  285.] 
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L     COURT    OF    JUSTICE    AND 
COURT  OF  APPEAL,  ETC. 

presented,  of  Account  showing 

ripts  and  Expenditure  in  respect 

High  Court  of  Justice  and  the 

of   Appeal  during  the  year  ended 

ih,  1900  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 

bble,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  286.] 

►TJPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
>y  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
29th  June,  1900,  granting  a  retired 
ice  to  Mr.  Thomas  Alfred  Inch,  a 
i*i   Division  Clerk    (Higher  Grade) 
the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Act 
.ct]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ERIAL    INSTITUTE 
SECTION). 


(INDIAN 


>py  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of 
ft  Imperial  Institute  (Indian  Section)  for 
ft  year  1899-1900  [by  Command] ;  to 
KUpon  the  Table. 

TLAND  LAW    (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Eviction 
'ices  filed  during  the   Quarter  ended 
June,  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
%on  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  4, 1900). 

^      Copy  presented,  of  Treaty  of  Friend- 

*^ijiip,  Commerce,  and  Navigation  between 

the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Republic  of 

1  Honduras.     Signed  at  Guatemala,  22nd 

^  JFanuary,  1887.     (Ratifications  exchanged 

.*  *t  Guatemala,  3rd  February,  1900)  [by 

%  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREENWICH  OBSERVATORY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Astronomer  Royal  to  the  Board  of 
Visitors  of  the  Royal  Observatory,  Green- 
wich [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


CHINA— ANTI-FOREIGN    OUTBREAK- 
ASSISTANCE  TO  REFUGEES. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Barnsley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  to 
assist  the  escape  of  foreigners  who  have 
fled  from  the  interior  to  places  on  the 
rivers  or  sea  coast  of  China. 


♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  All 
foreigners  have  been  brought  from  Wen- 
chow  to  Shanghai,  and  a  vessel  has  been 
hired  to  bring  away  refugees  from  Chung 
King  if  necessary.  At  other  Yang-tsze  ports 
there  are  gunboats,  and  there  are  also  men- 
of-war  at  Woosung  held  in  readiness  to 
proceed  to  any  port  where  they  may  be 
required.  Consul-General  Warren  was 
empowered  on  12th  July  to  take  any 
steps  in  concert  with  the  senior  naval 
officer  which  may  be  considered  necessary 
for  bringing  away  refugees. 

PEKING  LEGATION  NAVAL  GUARD. 
♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  the  Admiralty  know  the 
names  of  the  officer,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men  who  formed  the  guard 
at  our  Legation  at  Peking,  and  if  so, 
whether  he  will  notify  them  to  the  press, 
and  if  the  Admiralty  have  not  ascertained 
the  names  will  he  take  steps  to  do  so. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
The  names  of  the  officers  attached  to  the 
guard  of  Royal  Marines  at  Peking  are  : — 
Captain  Lewis  S.  T.  Halliday,  H.M.S. 
"  Orlando  " ;  Captain  Bernard  M.  Strouts 
and  Captain  Edmund  Wray,  H.M.S. 
"  Centurion,"  for  service  at  Wei-hai-wei. 
The  relatives  have  been  informed,  but  the 
names  were  not  sent  to  the  press.  The 
names  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  are  not  known.  If  any  certain  news 
is  received  of  the  fate  of  the  Peking 
Legations  the  Commander-in-Chief  may 
be  depended  upon  to  inform  the  Ad- 
miralty by  telegraph,  but  while  it  is 
uncertain  he  naturally  does  not  do  so. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB :  Will  the  Admiralty 
take  steps  to  ascertain  the  names  ? 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  It  is  not  neces- 
sary. The  Commander-in-Chief  will  take 
the  earliest  possible  steps  to  communicate 
the  names. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB :  I  suppose  the  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  that  there  is  great 
anxiety  ? 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  Yes,  Sir ;  and 
the  Admiralty  will  take  immediate  steps 
to  relieve  that  anxiety.     As  soon  as  the 
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Commander-in-Chief      has     trustworthy 
news  he  will,  of  course,  communicate  it. 

INDIAN  TROOPS  FOR  CHINA-COST. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacXEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  expenses  of  the  22,000 
troops  withdrawn  from  the  Indian 
establishment  to  serve  in  China  will  fall  on 
the  Imperial  or  on  the  Indian  Exchequer ; 
and  whether  provision  will  be  made, 
having  regard  that  no  fewer  than 
90,000,000  persons  in  India  are  affected 
by  the  famine  now  devastating  that  de- 
pendency of  the  Crown,  that  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  regiments,  native  or  otherwise, 
now  serving  out  of  India  be  not  charged 
directly  or  indirectly  on  the  Indian 
revenue. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  | 
IXDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, ; 
Ealing):  I  have  on  several  occasions: 
stated  that  all  the  cost,  both  ordinary  i 
and  extraordinary,  of  any  Indian  troops  j 
sent  to  China  would  be  paid  by  the  ■ 
the  Imperial  Exchequer.  The  number  so  . 
sent  is  not  22,000,  but  less  than  half  that  | 
number.  i 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacXEILL  :  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  actual  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  regiment  will  be  paid  not  by  the 
I  tub' an,  but  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer  1 
We  have  had  this  point  raised  before,  and 
I  want  an  explicit  answer. 


Questum. 


Lord     G. 
answered. 


HAMILTON:     I     have 


JAPANESE  TROOPS  FOR  CHIXA. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lender  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  can  state  what  is  the  number  | 
of  Japanese  troops  now  landed  or  about 
to  land  in  China. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :    According  to  our  ■ 
latest  information  about  14,000  men  had 
either  landed  or  were   *n   route  on  17th 
July.     It   is   expected   that    L',000  more 
will  emltitrk  by  Sunday  next. 

YANG-TSZE    VALLEY— ENGLISH    SUP- 
PORT TO  THE  VICEROYS. 

MR.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  a  question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  notice — 
namely,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 


ment are  prepared  to  enter  iraq^^^ 
ments  with  the  Viceroys  of  the  Tq^^^ 
with  the  view  of  preserving  j 
order   in   their  respective  " 
and  whether  they  had  given,  or  i 
pared    to    give,    definite  and 
pledges  to  support  the  Vieeroyi 

♦Mr.     BRODRICK:     Her 
Government  have,  as  I  hare 
formed  the    House,  empowered  Ci 
General  Warren   to  inform  the ] 
that  in  any  efforts  they  may  ml 
store  order  they  may  count  on  tkfl 
support  of    Her    Majesty's  ihipt 
further    pledges  of   support  hra 
asked  for  or  seem  necessary. 

Mr.    YERBURGH:    In 
of  that  answer,  I  give  notice  thatl 
repeat  the  question  on  Monday.       _ 

SOUTH   AFRICAN   WAR-TREAT 
OF  BOERS  IN  BRITISH  HOSPIUIil 

♦Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewskm-I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  S 
for  War  whether  any  considerable  r 
of  Boers  have  received  medical  or  i 
assistance  in  our  horpitals,  and 
he  can  state  approximately  how  i 
whether  any  complaints  have  \ol] 
received  from  the  Boer  Goveram* 
Boer  officers,  or  Boer  patients  in  rap 
of  the  medical  or  surgical  services  w 
dered  by  us,  or  of  the  means  and  q| 
ances  provided  by  us,  and  whether  tb 
is  any  ground  for  believing  that  theyb 
been  dissatisfied :  whether  the  med 
and  hospital  assistance  requisite  for 
care  of  the  opposing  forces  tended  b; 
in  addition  to  our  own  was  foreseen 
arranged  for  ;  and  whether  he  can ! 
the  number  of  our  soldiers  who  ! 
received  medical  or  surgical  aid  in '. 
j  hospitals. 

!  Mr.  SWIFT  MacXEILL  :  Before 
question  is  answered,  may  I  inquire  i 
third  paragraph  of  the  question  is  no* 

,  of  order,  seeing  that  it  embodies  the 
pression  of  the  opinion  that  the  assist 
was  requisite  ? 

♦Mr.    SPEAKER:    I    wish    the 
Member  was  never  more  irregular. 

♦The     UNDER     SECRETARY 
STATE   for    WAR    (Mr.     Wyxdj 
Dover) :  About  450  Boers  have  been 
mitted  into  British  hospitals,  mostly 
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wounds.      No   complaints  have 
ived.     The  probability  that  we 
■ve  occasionally  to  give  medical 
leal  assistance  to  Boers  was  fore- 
they  received  the  same  treat - 
id  attention  as  our  men.     There 
JEteturns  showing  how  many  of  our 
were  admitted  to  Boer  hospitals. 


PORT  —  CATERING   ARRANGE- 
TS  ON  THE   "CUSTODIAN." 

PAULTON     (Durham,    Bishop 

__id)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

Admiralty  whether,  on  the  arrival 

transport  "  Custodian  "  at  South- 

""ii,    complaints   were   made   to   the 

►^ficers  on  duty  concerning  the  food 

I    and     the    mess     and    canteen 

iments  on  board  during  the  voyage 

ipe  Town ;  and,  if  so,  what  report 

m  made  on  the  subject. 

MACARTNEY:      The     report 

5t-5ie   officer    commanding    the   troops 

the  voyage  in  question,  which  I 

glad  to  show  the  hon.  Gentleman, 

that  there  was  no  cause  of  com- 

in  respect  of  the  provisions  issued, 

that  everything  appertaining  to  the 

?ort  of  officers  and  men  on  board  was 

carried  out.   I  am  also  informed  that 

ie  one   man  complained   to  the  em- 

rkation  officer  of  everything  on  board, 

comrades  did  not  support  him  and 

that  his  allegations  did  not  merit 

uy 

^r 

t^THE  " A VOND ALE  CASTLE"  CANTEEN 

>  >.  •  PRICES. 

*i/  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  I  beg  to 
»  dttde  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
?  '-.whether  the  Queen's  regulations  for  the 
t  Transport  Service  fixing  the    prices   of 
canteen  articles  to  be  supplied  to  troops 
on  board  transport  vessels  were  applicable 
i    to  the  R.M.S.  "  Avondale  Castle,"  on  her 
:    ^voyage  from  Southampton  to  Cape  Town, 
between  12th  May  and  10th  June,  and,  if 
they  were  applicable,  why  these  regula- 
tions were  not  adhered  to,  seeing  that  the 
troops  on  board  that  vessel  were  charged 
a  price  for  aerated  waters  double  that 

Erescribed  by  the  regulations ;  and  will 
e  state  what  action  will  be  taken  by  the 
War  Office  in  the  matter,  having  regard 
to  the  observations  made  by  the  officer  in 
command  in  his  report  on  the  voyage,  and 
to  the  possibility  that  similar  non-obser- 
vances  of  the  regulations  may  recur. 


^Nf 


*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  owners  of  the 
"  Avondale  Castle "  have  explained  that 
the  overcharge  for  aerated  waters  was 
made  by  mistake.  The  amount  involved 
is  small,  but  if  the  Volunteer  battalion 
applies  for  its  refund  the  owners  will  be 
asked  for  the  money. 

UNDER-AGE    RECRUIT -PRIVATE 
WALSH,    1st     MUNSTER     FUSILIERS. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  if  Private  P.  Walsh, 
1st  Regiment  Munster  Fusiliers,  who  is 
reported  in  despatches  from  Cape  Town  on 
Thursday  last  as  having  been  wounded, 
is  the  same  Private  Walsh  who  was  stated 
recently  to  have  enlisted  when  under 
sixteen  years  of  age;  whether  he  has 
yet  attained  that  age ;  and  whether,  in 
the  event  of  his  having  been  wounded,  he 
will  be  sent  home  by  the  first  available 
ship,  and  discharged  from  the  Army  with 
an  adequate  pension  to  assist  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  mother. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Private  Walsh 
is  the  soldier  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  his  question  of  the  4th  inst. 
The  question  of  invaliding  depends  on 
the  severity  of  the  wound.  Should  his 
wound  lead  to  his  discharge,  the  amount 
of  his  pension  will  be  decided  in  accord- 
ance with  regulations  by  the  Chelsea 
Hospital  Commissioners. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  Then  this  is  the  boy. 
Will  he  be  sent  home  by  the  first  available 
ship  1      - 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  answered 
that  question. 

SOUTH  DENES  CAMP,  YARMOUTH- 
COLLECTIONS  BY  THE  SISTERS  OF 
NAZARETH. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  regulations  issued  by 
Colonel  Brownrigg,  inspecting  the  Volun- 
teers on  the  South  Denes,  Yarmouth,  for- 
bidding the  Sisters  of  Nazareth  to  collect 
pennies  from  the  4,000  Volunteers  now 
in  camp  ;  whether  Colonel  Brownrigg  has 
any  authority  for  issuing  such  regulations; 
and,  if  he  is  aware  that  the  sisterhood  who 
were  sent  back  are  of  the  same  order  as 
that  which  was  so  highly  commended  for 
nursing  the  sick  and  wounded  in  South 
;  Africa. 
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♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  is  no  infor- 
mation at  the  War  Office  on  these  inci- 
dents. The  exclusion  or  admission  of 
strangers  in  camp  is  a  matter  within  the 
competence  of  Colonel  Brownrigg,  as 
officer  commanding  the  brigade.  j 

Dr.  TANNER :  Is  it  the  fact  that  these  | 
ladies  were  excluded  in  consequence  of  ; 
their  religion  1 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM ;  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  matter,  but  if  the  hon.  Gentle-  j 
man  alleges  that  an  unfair  distinction  has  \ 
been  drawn,  and  that  privileges  have  been  ; 
denied  to  these  ladies  which  were  granted  j 
to  others,  I  will  inquire  into  it.  I 

j 
Dr.  TANNER :  I  will  repeat  the  ques- 
tion on  Mondav. 


HOOTS  AND  CLOTHING  FOR  THE       ; 
TROOPS.  j 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham) :  I  j 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  j 
War  Office  whether  he  has  any  informa-  ■ 
tion  to  the  effect  that  Lord  Roberts'  army  ■ 
is  now  hampered  by  the  want  of  boots, 
and  that  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  j 
now  under  his  command  are  almost  bare-  j 
footed.  j 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  consequence  of  j 
statements  on  this  subject  in  the  press,  : 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  a  telegram  of  j 
inquiry  sent  to  Lord  Roberts  on  the  14th  j 
instant,  and  the  following  reply  has  been  ■ 
received —  j 

"Pretoria,  18th  July,  12.55  p.m.— The  tem-  ! 
porary  break  in  communications  and  necessity  : 
for  giving  preference  to  troops  and  supplies  ■ 
occasioned  delay  in  issue  of  boots  and  clothing  • 
to  some  units.  *  The  last  consignment  arrived  ! 
to-day." 


COLENSO    ENGAGEMENT-COLONEL 
LONG'S  REPORT. 

General  RUSSELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  publish  Colonel  Long's  report 
regarding  the  abandonment  of  eleven 
guns  at  the  battle  of  Colenso. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  must  refer  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  to  the  answers 
which  have  been  given  by  the  First  Lord 
on  the  general  question  of  the  publica- 
tion of  despatches  and  reports. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL: 
revive  the  hon.  Gentleman's  i 
that  last  March 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, oris 

Mr.   SWIFT  MacNEILL:  H 
me  put  it  this  way.     I  wfl], ot « 
once   sit   down  if  you  rale  ne  i 
order.     Sir  Redvers  Buller  mrie  u 
attack  on  Colonel  Long — 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon! 
putting  an  obviously  irrelevant  q 

3rd  INNISK1LLING  FUS 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monica  I 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretory^ 
for  War  if  he  can  state  how  vamwi 
the  3rd  Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  stttri 
Cowshott  Manor  Gamp,  raponddtal 
call  made  in  February  last  to  vM 
for  service  in  South  Africa  ;wm 
deprivations  of  privilege  made  intk 
of  men  who  then  declined  to  rob 
and  how  many  men  responded 
further  call  for  Volunteers  madi 
this  corps  in  the  present  month, « 
any  of  the  corps  been  visited  w 
pleasure  for  refusal. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  3r 
killing  Fusiliers  were  not  askec 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  i 
for  service  abroad  either  in  Fel 
later. 


INVALIDED  SOLDIERS— STA 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL: 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat 
how  many  officers,  non-com 
officers,  and  men  have  been  inva 
South  Africa  since  the  outbre 
war;  of  these  how  many  hav 
the  passage  home,  or  in  military 
or  in  their  own  homes;  and  1 
have  been  incapacitated  from  fi 
vice  by  wounds  or  disease. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  20,658 
invalided  home  ;  of  these  63  d 
passage  and  60  in  military  hospit 
is  no  record  of  any  having  die 
own  homes.  430  have  been  in© 
from  further  service  by  wo\ 
disease. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL: 
give  roughly  the  proportion  of  < 
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"WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
for  it,  or  I  could  have  given 


TRIBUNAL  AT  JOHANNES- 
BURG. 

SWIFT   MacNEILL:   I  beg  to 
Secretary    of    State    for    the 
whether,   in    addition    to    the 
tribunal    at    Johannesburg,    a 
Styled  the    Court  of    the   Chief 
,te  has  been  appointed  over  which 
>r  styled  the   Chief   Magistrate 
whether  this  Court  has  cogni- 
of  and  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal 
except  murder,   treason,   sedition, 
robbery,  arson,  and  concealment  of 
;   whether  the  Chief   Magistrate  is 
rcrered  to  inflict  sentences   not  ex- 
two  years   imprisonment,    fines 
exceeding  £100,  and  to  sentence  to 
^punishment  of  flogging,  the  flogging 
to  exceed  100  lashes ;  and  whether 
Oolonial  Secretary  can  give  any  ex- 
Ion   of   the   establishment   of    this  | 

and  on  what  evidence  Sir  Alfred 
ir,  as  High  Commissioner,  has  sane- 1 
the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  to  I 
ih  the  power  of  sentencing  to  the  lash 
entrusted. 

The  SECRETARY  of   STATE   tor 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
ingham,  W.) :    I  have  no  informa- 
*3pKXi.      All    the    arrangements   for    pre- 1 
%eerving  law  and  order  in  the  Transvaal  I 
t|ue    entirely    in    the    hands    of    Lord  I 
r  Roberts. 

*  -     Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  As  this  is  a 
^j  matter  of  flogging,  will  the  right  hon. 

*  :  Gentleman  ask  his    agent,    Sir    Alfred 

Milner? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No,  Sir. 

MARTIAL  LAW— PAPERS  ON  THE 
CAPE  REBELS. 

Mr  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
any  Papers  in  reference  to  South  Africa, 
especially  in  reference  to  the  communica- 
tions between  the  Home  Government 
and  the  Cape  Government  in  regard  to 
the  Cape  rebels,  will  be  presented  before 
the  Colonial  Vote  is  taken. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  hope  the ! 
Papers  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  J 
before  the  Colonial  Vote  is  taken. 
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ARMY  CHAPLAIN  AT  HONG  KONG. 
Mr.  BRODIE  HOARE  (Hampstead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  there  is  a  commissioned 
chaplain  to  the  forces  at  Hong  Kong ;  if 
not,  whether,  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  Hong  Kong  as  a  military  base,  imme- 
diate steps  will  be  taken  to  appoint  one. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Commissioned 
chaplains  are,  as  a  rule,  sent  only  to  the 
larger  foreign  stations.  There  is  an 
acting  chaplain  at  Hong  Kong  who 
devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  troops. 
He  is  at  present,  however,  on  leave,  and 
his  duties  are  being  discharged  by  the 
local  clergy.  The  question  of  an  increase 
in  the  establishment  of  chaplains  is  under 
consideration.  The  House  is  aware  that 
the  Hong  Kong  garrison  has  recently 
been  reduced. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  Is 
the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  supply 
of  chaplains  has  been  found  to  be  insuffi- 
cient in  the  present  South  African  cam- 
paign ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  was  a  time, 
perhaps,  when  it  was  not  sufficient,  but  I 
Delieve    every 
supplied. 


demand    has    now   been 


SENTRY  DUTY  IN  THE  METROPOLIS. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  what  number  of  men 
are  detailed  for  guards  and  sentry-go  in 
the  metropolis  in  each  twenty-four  hours 
when  the  battalions  and  regiments  are  on 
home  service,  and  what  is  the  necessity, 
if  any,  of  posting  sentries  over  empty 
buildings  and  public  offices  when  pro- 
tection could  be  afforded  by  the  police ; 
and  whether  the  sentry  on  the  War 
Office  was  incapacitated  by  the  heat  on 
Tuesday. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  are  five 
officers  and  218  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  detailed  for  guards  and  sentry- 
go  in  the  metropolis.  There  are  no 
sentries  over  empty  buildings.  The 
matter  has  been  very  thoroughly  con- 
sidered and  the  numbers  in  recent  years 
have  been  largely  reduced.  The  sentry 
on  the  War  Office  was  unfortunately 
overcome  by  the  heat  on  Monday. 

Major  RASCH :  Is    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  a  man  in  a  tunic 
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buttoned    close    up  to    his  throat,  and    import  duties  upon  the  printed  | 

busby,  and  carrying  a  ;  of  British  manufacture  vasiai 

j  fraction  of  British  rights  in  3 

inconsistent  with   the  intemWJ 

of  this  country,  and  with  the  i 

!  given  by  the  Government  of  the  I 

;  *Mr.  BRODRICK:  No  dra, 
i  has  been  received  to  the 
made  in  1898,  the  French" 
having  stated  that  they  adhere!  | 
reply  upon  the  subject  which  n^ 
by  Monsieur  Hanotaux  on  the?M]| 
1897.  This  reply  has  already 
before  Parliament. 


wearing  a  heavy 

rifle  on  a  beat  extending  only  ten  yards, 

cannot  be  a  very  mobile  protector  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

OUTLAY  UPON  BELLEVILLE  BOILERS. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  state  approximately 
the  amount  spent  upon  Belleville  boilers 
for  the  Navy  during  the  last  five  years. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  It  is  not  possible 
to  state  the  amount  spent  upon  Belleville 
boilers,  as  they  are  included  in  the  tender 
for  the  propelling  machinery  and  are  not 
priced  separately. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  Has  the  hon. 
Gentleman  no  approximate  idea  of  the 
cost  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lvnn  Regis) : 
Is  it  not  over  £5,000,000  ? 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  I  can  give  no 
other  answer.  It  would  involve  an 
examination  of  all  the  contracts. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Cannot  you 
say  the  cost  within  a  million  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA  COMPANY- 
REPORTED  TRANSFER  TO  THE 
CROWN. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  tie  Government  have  been 
negotiating  with  the  British  South  Africa 
Company  for  the  transfer  of  its  territory 
to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No,  Sir.  I 
have  heard  the  rumour,  but  there  is  not 
an  atom  of 
contained  in  the  question. 


foundation  for  the  suggestion 


BRITISH  TRADE  IN  MADAGASCAR. 
Mr.     I).     A.     THOMAS     (Merthyr 
Tydfil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 


CABLE    COMMUNICATION  BETH 
THE    WEST    INDIAN  ISUSBk 

Mr.  TOMLIXSON  (Prestoniilji 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ci 
'  whether  he  is  aware  that,  althoo^ 
Island  of  Jamaica  is  now  in  dins 
graphic  communication  with  the  I 
Empire  through  British  cables  by 
Island,  Bermuda,  and  Halifax 
Scotia),  no  steps  have  yet  been  ti 
establish  a  direct  communictt 
tween  Jamaica  and  the  other  \Y« 
Islands,  and  that  the  cables  co 
Jamaica  with  the  fortified  coalin 
of  St.  Lucia  and  the  Islands  of  1 
St.  Vincent,  and  Trinadad,  and 
West  Indian  Islands,  as  we 
mainland  of  British  Guiana, 
•  foreign  soil  at  one  or  mor 
j  whether  he  is  aware  that  Bri 
'  duras  is  also  dependent  upc 
cables,  and  that  if  a  colonist 
Honduras  wishes  to  telegra] 
United  States  or  England  he  1 
a  journey  into  the  neighbouring 
of  Guatemala  or  Spanish  Eu 
order  to  do  so;  whether  th 
Office  have  these  matters  i 
sideration ;  and  whether  he  ca 
any  hope  of  being  able  to  dea 
with  these  grievances. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
.  are  as  stated.  The  points  raig 
hon.  Member's  question  have 
fully  considered,  and  will  not  be 
of.  Considerable  expenditure 
involved,  and  I  cannot  promise  j 
diate  action  in  the  matter. 


INDIAN  FAMINE— LOANS  TO 
STATES. 


any,  and,  if  so,  what  reply  has  been 
received  to  the  representations  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  tho  French  Government  in  July,  1S98, 
that  their  action  in  greatly  increasing  the  j  of  State  for  India  whether  he 


Sir     WILLIAM       WEDD! 
I  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 


I 


*      — 


Questions. 


{19  July  1900} 


Questions. 


466 


to  specify  the  amounts  advanced 

Government    of    India    to    the 

native  States  by  way  of  famine 

"whether,  when  making  each  loan, 

ernment  of  India  ascertained  that 

ite  was  exercising  economy  in  its 

administration,  with  a  view  both 

relief  of  the  famine-stricken  and 

yment  of  the  loan ;  and  whether 

jar  State  in  Kattywar  applied 

^famine  loan  of  30  lakhs,  what  is 

n    why     Bhaunagar,     recently 

>us,   is   now  in   financial   straits, 

the  Government  of  India  satisfied 

~%hat.this  State  has  reduced  all  un- 

xy  expenditure  both  in  India  and 

id. 


*3M>  G.  HAMILTON:  The  total 
it  of  loans  to  native  States  for  re- 
es  sanctioned  up  to  the  end  of 
_  either  from  Government  funds  or  on 
'«rnment  guarantee,  was  £1,217,000. 
of  these  loans  will  be  found  at  the 
of  the  Papers  presented  to  Parliament 
g  Famine  Relief  in  Native  States, 
Papers  will,  I  hope,  be  distributed 
the  end  of  next  week.  The 
irnment  of  India  has  repeatedly  in- 
,ted  strict  economy  on  native  States 
ug  from  famine  and  applying  for 
trial  assistance.  Applications  for 
to  such  States  and  their  conduct  of 
measures  are  subjected  to  such 
iy  and  supervision  as  are  possible 
out  undesirable  interference.  Bhau- 
is  undoubtedly  a  prosperous  State, 
its  Government  has  recently  invested 
4007,000  in  its  railways,  and  had  a 
working  cash  balance  of  only  £20,000  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the 
famine,  its  income  has  shrunk  and  its 
expenditure  has  increased  considerably. 
The  net  deficit  to  be  met  was  estimated 
in  March  last  at  £147,000,  and  so  the 
State  applied  for  and  received  a  large  loan 
from  the  Government.  The  ways  and 
means  of  the  State,  its  intended  expendi- 
ture, and  the  possible  economies  to  be 
made  were  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  before  the  loan  was 
granted. 

*  REMISSIONS  OF  LAND  REVENUE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  famine 
of  1896-7  the  Government  of  the  North- 
West  Provinces  remitted  land  revenue  to 
the    extent  of   Rs.6,000,000,  while  the 


Government  of  Bombay  remitted 
Rs.  15,000;  and  whether,  looking  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Famine  Commissioner's  of 
1898,  who  approved  the  liberal  remissions 
in  the  North- West  Provinces  as  mitigating 
distress,  while  taking  exception  to  the 
course  followed  in  Bombay,  he  will  urge 
upon  the  Bombay  Government  a  more 
liberal  policy  than  that  followed  by  them 
in  1896-7. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  In  the  North- 
West  Provinces,  where  the  population  of 
the  affected  districts  may  be  taken  to 
have  been  19A  millions,  the  Government 
during  the  famine  of  1897-8  remitted 
revenue  to  the  extent  of  six  million 
rupees;  in  Bombay,  on  a  population  of 
eight  millions,  about  800,000  rupees 
were  either  remitted  or  suspended,  and 
5,300,000  rupees  were  loaned  out  to 
occupiers.  The  Commissioners  point  out 
in  their  Report  that  the  land  revenue 
assessment  of  the  Bombay  Deccan  is 
admittedly  light;  and,  on  the  whole,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  accept  without 
reservation  the  hon.  Member's  version  of 
their  opinion  as  to  the  measures  taken  in 
the  North-West  Provinces  and  in  Bombay 
respectively.  So  far  as  the  famine  is  con- 
cerned I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Bombay  Government  are  acting  in  a 
judicious  and  liberal  spirit  towards  the 
cultivators  under  their  jurisdiction.  In 
Guzerat  alone  the  Bombay  Government 
report  that  they  had  up  to  July 
deliberately  left  uncollected  two-thirds 
of  the  land  revenue  in  the  affected 
districts. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN  :  The 
noble  Lord  will  understand  I  am  referring 
to  remissions  and  not  suspensions  ? 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  Quite  so. 

RAINFALL  IN  THE  FAMINE  AREAS. 
Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.):  I  beg 
to  ask  tne  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  has  official  information  to  the 
effect  of  the  telegraphic  news  received 
since  yesterday  of  satisfactory  rainfalls 
having  taken  place  in  the  areas  affected 
by  the  famine ;  if  so,  can  he  give  the 
1  total  of  the  rainfall  since  the  monsoon 
set  in  up  to  date  in  several  affected  dis- 
tricts, and  state  if  it  is  regarded  as 
decidedly  improving  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  crops  in  those  parts. 
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Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  I  have  received  a  report  of  good 
rainfalls  in  most  parts  of  the  famine  area. 
The  telegram  giving  this  intelligence  was 
dated  Simla,  the  Mth  July,  and  has  been 
published  in  the  newspapers.  But  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  at  present  give  precise 
figures  of  the  rainfall  up  to  date  in  the 
several  affected  districts. 

CATTLE  IN  THE  FAMINE  DISTRICTS- 
SUPPLIES  OF  SEED  GRAIN,  FODDER, 
ETC. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  if  he  can  state  what,  approximately, 
are  the  percentages  of  deaths  among  the 
cattle  in  the  famine  districts,  and  what 
funds  are  available  for  the  supply  of  cattle, 
fodder,  and  seed  grain  to  the  cultivators 
in  these  districts ;  and  what  steps  are 
being  taken  to  secure  a  supply  of  fodder 
for  the  surviving  cattle,  and  what  propor- 
tion of  the  cattle  recently  supplied  to 
make  good  previous  losses  have  died  from 
want  of  fodder. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  no 
precise  figures  about  the  mortality  among 
cattle.  We  shall  learn  some  months 
hence  what  approximately  the  losses  have 
been  in  British  districts  when  the  yearly 
returns  are  made  up  of  the  number  of 
cattle  alive.  No  similar  returns  are  made 
for  native  States.  The  funds  at  present 
allotted  for  the  supply  of  seed  grain  and 
cattle  to  cultivators  in  British  districts 
are  128  lakhs  for  advances  to  cultivators. 
The  charitable  funds  have  also  distributed 
for  the  same  purpose  a  considerable  sum 
to  the  poorer  cultivators.  Strenuous 
efforts  were  made  in  parts  of  the  Bombay 
Presidency  to  collect  and  distribute  fodder 
earlier  in  the  season.  Now  that  rain  has 
come  and  grass  is  growing  I  do  not  anti- 
cipate that  further  endeavours  in  that 
direction  will  be  required.  I  am  notable 
to  say  what  proportion  of  the  recently 
supplied  cattle  have  perished  from  lack  of 
fodder  or  from  lack  of  water. 

CHOLERA  IN  THE  FAMINE  DISTRICTS. 
Mr.  C,  P.  SCOTT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether,  in 
view  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the 
famine  districts  of  India,  any,  and,  if  so, 
what,  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
famine  medical  service  ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  the  number  of  deaths  from 
cholera  in  the  famine  districts. 


LordG.  HAMILTON':  Ii  ^ 
to  state  the  number  of  addhn^i 
officers  and  medical  suboriiwtoi 
the  famine  districts  in  conaapagij 
outbreak  of  cholera.  I  1 
that,  as  regards  the  wont  cUaj 
in  the  middle  of  June,  the  loot  i 
ties  there  had  received  as 
medical  help  as  they  thought  i 
The  returns  which  have  retched  1 
that  during  the  month  of  Jn 
cholera  deaths  were  reported  bail 
famine  districts,  and  there  Ten  1 
from  native  States  similarly 
During  the  three  weeks  ending  oti 
July,  the  reported  cholera  deaths  i 
6,562  a  week  for  British  famine  dj 
and  6,185  a  week  for  native  Suta* 
by  famine. 

INDIAN  PENAL  LAWS. 
♦Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERWI 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  far 
whether,  looking  to  the  loyikj 
patience  manifested  by  the  Indan 
while  suffering  from  grievous  cab 
and  looking  to  the  benfit  to  1 
interests  from  such  manifestation 
present  time,  he  will  consider  * 
by  withdrawing  recent  penal  lej 
this  loyalty  may  be  recognised, 
Indian  people  assured  of  the  © 
and  appreciation  of  Her  ! 
Government. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The 
courage,  and  resignation  mani 
the  Indian  people  in  the 
most  grievous  calamities  ai 
fully  appreciated  by  Her 
Government  and  by  the  peopl 
country,  and  on  more  than  on< 
both  the  Viceroy  in  India  a 
Secretary  of  State  in  England,  h 
unstinted  expression  to  our  adm 
their  demeanour  and  conduct. 
know  what  the  hon.  Member  i 
withdrawal  of  recent  penal  legisl 
certainly  during  my  tenure  of 
such  legislation  las  been  sanctioi 

*Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDER 
Does  not  the  noble  Lord  undent 
I  refer  to  the  law  with  regard  to 
and  sedition,  which  now  appear  ] 
necessary  ? 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  If  i 
Baronet  will  be  good  enough  to 
that  law  I  think  he  will  find  it 
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SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Kemember 
le  of  the  Natu  Brothers. 

TAXATION  IN  INDIA  SINCE  1886. 

WILLIAM   WEDDERBURN:  I 

ask  the  Secretary    of  State  for 

whether  he  will  grant   a    Return 

ng   the  amount    yielded    by    new 

en    imposed   in    India  in  or  since 

1866,  and  stating  in  each  case 

*H*^irpoBe  for  which  such  taxation  was 

^^  time  said  to  be  imposed. 

:>:rd  G.  HAMILTON :   There  is  no 
<^tion  to  the  motion  for  the  Return 
-   ^^ti  the  hon.  Baronet  desires. 


t~ 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  IN  INDIA.  | 

in.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) : 

eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

^^\la  how  long  has  the  office  of   Com- 

^nder-in-Chiel  in   India   been    vacant, 

~X<1  when  is  an  appointment  to  be  made. 

Lord  G,  HAMILTON:  Sir  W.  Lock- 
*art  died  suddenly  on  the  18th  of  March,  I 
*nd  since  then  General  Sir  Power  Palmer 
oas  discharged,  as  acting  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  functions  of  the  office.  A  per-  ' 
manent  appointment  will  be  made  before 
long. 

SILVER  COINAGE. 
Mb.  W.  F.  1),  SMITH  (Westminster): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  coinage  of  five- 
shilling  and  four-shilling  pieces  is  to  be 
continued,  and  whether  he  can  state  if 
any  representations  have  been  made  by 
retail  traders  as  to  the  inconvenience  of 
these  coins. 

t^THE  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
IHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Sristo],  W.)  :  The  coinage  of  double 
orins  has  been  discontinued  since  1891. 
Those  remaining  in  circulation  are  iri 
course  of  withdrawal.  No  representation 
as  to  the  inconvenience  of  crowns  is 
recorded  as  having  been  received  at  the 
Mint  or  the  Treasury.  Only  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  silver  pieces 
issued  is  in  crowns.  In  1899,  out  of  an 
issue  of  32,129,100  of  such  pieces,  only 
159,100  were  crowns.  It  is  not  proposed 
to  discontinue  their  issue. 


INCOME  TAX— INTEREST  ON  MUNI- 
CIPAL LOANS. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will  state 
the  reasons  why  income  derived  from 
payments  for  interest  made  by  municipal 
authorities  is  charged  with  the  full  duty 
of  Is.  in  the  pound  for  the  whole  period 
in  respect  of  which  the  same  is  payable, 
whereas  income  derived  from  similar  pay- 
ments made  by  public  companies  or  pri- 
vate persons  is  calculated  at  the  increased 
rate  only  since  the  date  when  the  in- 
creased auty  was  imposed. 

*Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The  dis- 
tinction, which  leads  to  a  difference  of 
treatment  in  respect  of  income  tax,  be- 
tween income  derived  from  payments  for 
interest  made  by  municipal  authorities, 
and  income  derived  from  similar  pay- 
ments made  by  public  companies  or 
private  persons,  lies  in  the  fact  that  in 
I  the  latter  case  the  interest  is  paid  out  of 
profits  and  gains  assessable  to  income 
tax,  while  in  the  former  it  is  (as  a  rule) 
paid,  or  partly  paid,  out  of  rates,  which 
are  not  so  assessable.  In  this  latter  event 
Sub-section  3  of  Section  24  of  the  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1888,  applies, 
and  this  distinctly  prescribes  that  the 
rate  of  income  tax  shall  be  that  in 
force  at  the  time  of  payment.  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add  I  think  that  some 
public  inconvenience  is  caused  by  the 
existing  difference  of  treatment  in  this 
matter,  and  I  propose  to  examine  the 
possibility  of  adopting  a  uniform  system. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  Will 
regard  be  had  to  the  case  where  there  is 
obviously  a  charge  in  excess,  like  the 
Jamaica  railway  debentures  ? 


♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  No.  I  do 
not  think  that  was  a  case  of  excessive 
charge. 

PRISON  TREATMENT  OF  DEBTORS. 
Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he  can 
state  how  many  persons  are  at  present 
detained  as  debtors  in  Her  Majesty's 
gaols,  whether  under  the  prison  rules  such 
persons  are  obliged  to  wear  prison  uni- 
form, and  whether  their  treatment  as  to 
food,  exercise,  and  such  matters  differs  in 
any  particular  from  those  convicted  of 
criminal  offences. 
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♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
There  were  474  male  and  eleven  female 
debtors  in  custody  on  the  17th  instant. 
Debtors  are  permitted  to  wear  their  own 
clothing  unless  it  is  unfit  for  use,  in  which 
case  they  wear  the  same  uniform  as 
prisoners  awaiting  trial  whose  clothes  are 
unfit  for  use.  They  have  the  same 
food  as  offenders  of  the  first  division, 
and  are  allowed  to  exercise  twice  a  day. 
Generally  speaking,  their  treatment 
differs  in  almost  every  particular  from 
that  of  convicted  prisoners. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  FORCE. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  can  state 
whether  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force 
is  at  present  below  its  establishment,  also 
whether  desirable  recruits  are  now  forth- 
coming in  sufficient  numbers  and  continue 
to  remain  in  the  force. 

♦Silt  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  The  force 
is  at  present  below  its  establishment1 
chiefly  owing  to  the  Reservists  being 
called  out  for  service  with  the  colours.  A 
sufficient  number  of  properly  qualified1 
recruits  is  forthcoming  to  rather  more 
than  meet  the  normal  needs  of  the  force, 
but  not  sufficient  to  replace  the  absent 
Reservists  or  to  make  good  augmenta- 
tions. The  answer  to  the  last  few  words 
of  the  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 

UNDELIVERED  POSTCARDS. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  seeing  that  undelivered  post-  j 
cards  are  returned  to  the  senders  only  on 
the  condition  that  a  request  for  their 
return  must  be  placed  on  the  outside 
before  posting,  and  on  the  payment  of  a 
return  postage  of  one  halfpenny  on 
delivery,  while  undelivered  letters  are 
returned  to  the  senders  without  any  extra 
charge  or  request  for  their  return,  whether  i 
he  can  say  why  postcards  are  differently 
dealt  with,  and  which  side  of  a  postcard 
the  Post  Office  authorities  describe  as  the 
inside. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Haxbury, 
Preston) :  These  postcards  are  treated 
different! v  from  letters,  because  the  half- 


;  penny  post  is  not  in  itself  i 
|  and  in   the  great  majority  oi « 
1  return   to    the  sender  of 
matter  passing  at  the  halfpenny 
not   desired   and   involves  nai| 
.  labour.     Such  packets  can  he  r 
;  the  sender  so  desires,  by  pktfl 
address  side  a  request  to  that  &] 
official  regulations  make  no  i 
;  the  "  inside  "  of  a  postcani 

CENTRAL  TELEGRAPH  0PH3 
OVERTIME. 

I  Mr.  WOODS  (Essex,  WahluH 

I I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  tb 
I  sury,  as  representing  the  Pea 
I  General,  whether,  in  view  of  the  i 
I  of  overtime  performed  bv  the  ittf 
I  Central  Telegraph  Office,  Louki 
I  Postmaster  General  is  considers 
I  advisability  of  increasing  the  Dm 

operators ;    whether  it  is  intend* 

I  such  increase  should  be  effected 

I  addition  of  unestablished  telegnj 

j  lower  wages  than   the    ordinan 

I  receive ;    and,   whether   the  Pa 

I  General  will  take  steps  to  provuh 

I  new   telegraphists   shall  be  pb 

position  with  reference  to  pay  a 

rights  similar  to  that  of  the  prea 

lished  staff  of  the  London  office. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  P 
General  is  considering  the  advi 
|  adding  to  the  staff  in  the  Cer. 
graph  Office  in  order  to  reduce 
but  it  is  not  intended  that  un< 
telegraphists  should  be  employ* 
purpose.  Officers  appointed  t< 
lished  class  of  telegraphists  v 
the  pay  and  privileges  prop 
class. 

COOTEHILL    (CAVAN)    1 
MASTERSHIP. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (C 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  t< 
sury,  as  representing  the  ] 
General,  whether  he  has  exa 
correspondence  which  passed  in 
1898  relative  to  the  appointm 
previous  postmistress  of  Cooteh 
Cavan ;  and,  whether,  seeing  tl 
dition  requiring  her  to  give  up  I 
business  was  attached  to  the  apj 
ho  can  state  why  a  similar  con 
not  attached  to  the  appointm< 
present  postmaster ;  and  wheth 
liberty  to  say  on  the  authorit 
official  his  recent  statement  was 
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KBURY:  There  was  no  cou- 
ched to  Miss  Corry's  appoint- 
as  the  hon.  Member  describes, 
had  no  private  business,  but 
th  her  relative,  the  previous 
jtress  of  Cootehill,  to  whom 
as  assistant.  The  newly  ap- 
>-postmaster  is  not  required  to 
hole  time  to  the  public  service, 
3t  necessary,  therefore,  that  he 
nquish  his  business  as  chemist, 
t  reply  was  given  on  the 
>f  the  Postmaster  General. 

TBLISS  POST  OFFICE. 
CALEESE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
o  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
aster  General,  whether  he  is 
;  the  late  postmistress  at  New- 
;y  Monaghan,  still  resides  in  the 
in  that  town,  notwithstanding 
iccessor  was  appointed  several 
o  ;  and  can  he  state  who  is  the 
ihe  Newbliss  Post  Office,  and  if 
►stmistress  is  still  the  tenant,  is 
ngement  in  accordance  with 
ost  Office  practice  :  and  will  he 
lany  females  are  employed  there 
)h  practitioners  or  learners,  and 
:omplaints  have  been  made  to 
>ostmaster  in  Dublin  that  some 
jroung  women  are  occasionally 
as  postal  messengers ;  and  how 
ions  altogether,  male  and  female, 
red  in  connection  with  this  post 
id     how     many     are     Roman 


lNBURY  :  The  fact  is  as  stated, 
ub-postmistress  of  Newbliss  still 

the  house  in  which  the  post 
ituated,  and  there  is  no  objec- 
r  the  rules  of  the  Department, 

doing.  The  present  sub-post- 
is  the  tenant  of  the  premises, 
e  assistant  and  one  female  tele- 
•ner  are  employed  at  the  New- 
e ;  and  the  services  of  these 
re  occasionally  utilised  in  the 
>f  telegrams.     It  is  not  known 

complaints  have  been  made 
is  practice,  which  is  not  in  viola- 
ly  rule.  The  total  number  of 
nployed  in  connection  with  the 
office  is  nine — six  men  and  three 
Nothing  is  known  as  regards 
jion. 
LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


R.I.C.  MEDICAL  APPOINTMENT  FOR 
TIPPERARY. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEAL  Y  (Louth,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Nadin,  Tippe- 
rary,  who  was  doctor  to  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  at  various  stations,  the  men 
in  each  barrack  were  asked  to  choose  a 
successor,  and  their  choice  was  ratified  in 
every  case  except  Tipperary  and  Limerick 
Junction,  where  the  police,  thirty-four  in 
number,  almost  unanimously  selected  Dr. 
O'Dwyer,  but  that  in  this  case  the  County 
Inspector  intervened  and  recommended  a 
practitioner  who  had  only  received  one 
or  two  votes,  and  that  Dr.  O'Dwyer  was 
then  set  aside  by  the  Inspector  General 
and  the  position  given  to  the  nominee  of 
the  County  Inspector,  although  his  quali- 
fications were  in  no  respect  superior ;  and 
will  he  explain  why  the  wishes  of  the 
force  were  not  allowed  to  prevail  in  this, 
case  as  in  that  of  all  the  other  vacancies, 
created  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Nadin. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  :  I  am  informed  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  the  police  at  any  of  the  stations 
in  question  were  asked  to  choose  a  suc- 
cessor to  Dr.  Nadin.  The  gentleman 
selected  for  appointment  at  Tipperary 
and  Limerick  has  been  longer  in  practice 
than  Dr.  O'Dwyer,  and  had  also  attended 
the  police  on  previous  occasions  when  the 
late  medical  attendant  was  unable  to  do 
so,  and  had  given  every  satisfaction. 
While  of  course  every  attention  is  given, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  the  wishes  of  the 
constabulary  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  the 
choice  of  a  medical  attendant  is  not  with 
the  men,  and  the  rule  is  to  appoint  the 
most  experienced  and  most  suitable 
doctor. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Do  I  understand 
that  in  the  other  cases  no  steps  were 
taken  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  police  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  how  far  their  wishes  were  con- 
sulted. Whatever  was  done  was  done  in 
an  informal  manner. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  However  in- 
formal, is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  all  cases, 
except  that  of  Tipperary,  the  wishes  of 
the  constabulary  were  met  1 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR : 
not  say. 

S 


That  I  can- 
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GRAZING  IN  PHUSXIX  PARK,  DUBLIN. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state 
the  annual  profit  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  letting  the  Phoenix  Park  for 
grazing  cattle,  and  whether  any  of  the 
London  parks  are  similarly  let ;  is  he 
aware  that  the  bullocks  in  the  Phoenix 
Park  are  not  herded,  but  continually 
stray  on  the  roads  and  paths,  to  the  an- 
noyance of  the  public  ;  that  filth  from  the 
cattle  disfigures  the  walks ;  that  they  are 
allowed  to  trample  down  and  dirt  that 
portion  of  the  sward  of  the  park  most 
used  for  games  by  the  citizens  ;  and  that 
in  the  London  parks  sheep  are  introduced 
whenever  it  is  necessary  to  eat  down  the 
grass ;  and  whether  any  steps  will  be 
taken,  by  efficient  herding,  to  prevent 
the  Phoenix  Park  roads  and  walks  from 
being  obstructed  and  defiled  by  cattle. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  average  annual 
receipts  from  grazing  rents  in  the  Phoenix 
Park  during  the  past  five  years  were 
£626  3s.  -id.  There  is  no  grazing  in  St. 
James's  Park,  but  £64  a  year  is  received 
for  grazings  in  Hyde  Park  and  the  Green 
Park.  No  complaint  has  been  received 
from  the  public  with  regard  to  the  bul- 
locks. The  size  of  the  park  renders  it 
impossible  to  prevent  completely  the 
straying  of  cattle  on  the  roads,  but  every 
effort  is  made  to  keep  the  cattle  off  the 
roads  (especially  the  main  road)  and  pre- 
serve the  cleanliness  of  the  walks.  No 
serious  inconvenience  with  regard  to 
games  has  arisen,  and  no  complaint  has 
been  made.  Sheep  are  introduced  into 
some  of  the  London  parks  to  eat  down 
the  grass.  A  similar  plan  was  tried  in 
Dublin  some  years  ago,  but  the  grass  did 
not  suit  sheep. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Are  herds  em 
ployed  to  keep  the  cattle  off  the  path  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Yes,  Sir. 

IRISH  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS- 
ASSISTANT  SURVEYOR  OF  BUILD- 
1NGS. 

Sir  GEORGE  FARDELL  (Padding- 
ton,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  will  explain  why  Mr. 
R.  W.  Garden,  the  successful  candidate  at 
the  recent  examination  for  the  situation 
of  assistant  surveyor  of  buildings  in  the 
Architectural  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  Ireland,  after  having  re- 
ceived  notice  of  his  success,  has  been  re- 


jected,  although  his  qi 
the  requirements  set  oat 
regulations  issued  by  the  CM  j 
Commission  on  27th  ApriL  19ft] 
ing  such  examination ;  and 
proposed  to  appoint  Mr. 
cause  he    happens  to  be  at  & 
time  in  the  temporary  service  d 
partment 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Air. Cud*, 
jected  because  his  qualification  J 
fulfil  the  requirements  to  vhkk  fcl 
Member  refers.     They  werejrikj 
satisfactory ;  but  they  did  not  \ 
investigation.     No  appointment  \ 
made  on  the  result  of  the  < 

TRACTION    ENGINES   OX 
ROADS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE:  Ibeg  toi 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  T 

of  Ireland — 1.  Have  any 

been  made  to  him  about  the  state i( 

law  in  Ireland  in  relation  to  tki 

traction  engines  on  public  rak  il 

he  aware  that  owing  to  the  use  oil 

engines  on  the  coast  road  betweeaG 

arm  and  Larne  the   road  authorial 

I  the  cost  of   maintenance  so 

1  increased  as  to  be  a  source  of  emvi 

[  ment,  while   no  power   exists  by  iti 

I  they  can  oblige  the  owners  of  the  op 

to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  repair*  a 

road.     3.  Is  he  aware  that  the  Co 

Antrim  Grand   Jury  passed  reioh 

calling  upon  the  Government  to  san 

|  the  law  in  Ireland  to  that  of  Engj 

regard  to  the  passage  of  traction  a 

along  public  roads,   complaining  i 

same  time    that    the    owners  of 

engines  carry  on   their  traffic  unde 

|.  illegal  conditions.  4.  And  will  he int 

a  clause  into  his  Bill  to  amend  thi 

Government   (Ireland)  Act,   placii 

law  in  Ireland  upon  the  same  footii 

the  law  in  England. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Rep 
tions  have  been  made  to  me 
character  mentioned  in  the  firsi 
graph.  The  average  expenditure 
coast  road  between  Glenarm  and 
has  been  increased  about  30  pe 
within  recent  years ;  I  am  unable 
whether  this  increased  expenditu 
resulted  in  any  embarrassment  as  i 
but,  if  so,  the  case  would  appear 
one  in  which  an  application  for  an 
sion  of  the  limit  under  Section  2* 
{  section  2,  of  the  Local  Governma 
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uld  probably  be  entertained  by 

Government    Board.      The 

to  the  third  paragraph  is  in  the 

;tive.     The  Amendment  suggested 

last    paragraph    would    not   be 

by  the  title  of  the  Bill  now  before 

.ouse.      Under  Section    23   of  the 

»ys  and  Locomotives  Act,  1878,  as 

"  by  Section  12  of  the  Locomotives 

898,  damages  can  be  recovered  by 

"  authority  in  England  in  respect 

"ve  wear  on  highways  by  reason 

raordinary    traffic.     These  enact- 

do  not,  however,  apply  to  Ireland, 

*^rill  consider  the  question  of  assimilat- 

e  law  in  this  respect  in  the  two 

es  with  a  view  to  possible  legisla- 

in  a  future  session. 

BOTANICAL  GARDENS,  DUBLIN. 
3L  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
y  to  the  Treasury  if  he  can  state 
>*C  has  been  the  annual  expenditure  for 
t   ten  years    on   Kew    Gardens, 
ion,    and    the     Botanical    Gardens, 
Win. 


*<  ***.  HANBURY  :  The  total  gross  ex- 
penditure from  1890-1  to  1899-1900  was 
^%*>n  Kew  Gardens,  £261,408  5s.  lOd. ; 
^fa  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Glasnevin, 
^118,769  6s.  Id. 

*  —  Mr.   T.    M.   HEALY:  Will  the  right 
,.  Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  con- 
it  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  as  to 
>  desirability  of  making  an  extra  grant 

^jjbr  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Dublin  1 

3fcr 

*-'     Mr.   SWIFT    MacNEILL:    Give  us 
^jsome  orchids. 

•  SUTTON  TO  HOWTH  TRAMWAY. 
V       Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
:    President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 

his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  effort 
to  represent  the  passing  of  the  Bill  to 
-extend  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the 
•Great  Northern  Tramway  from  Sutton  to 
Howth  as  an  exoneration  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  has  up  to  the  present 
"been  done ;  and  whether,  before  sanction- 
ing an  inspection  of  the  line  by  his  in- 
spectors, he  will  obtain  an  undertaking 
from  the  company  that  fresh  Parlia- 
mentary powers  will  be  applied  for,  or 
else  enforce  compliance  with  the  original 
Act  prescribing  that  the  tramway  shall 
•be  laid  along  the  road  and  with  its  mils 
♦on  a  level  therewith. 


Mr  HANBURY:  The  company 
state  that  if  Parliamentary  powers  are 
necessary  to  authorise  the  deviation 
which  has  been  made  at  the  request  of 
the  grand  jury,  they  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  applying  for  them.  In 
the  meantime,  the  Board  of  Trade  do  not 
think  it  would  be  in  the  public  interest  to 
decline  to  allow  an  inspection  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  line 
can  be  safely  worked. 

LISTOWEL  TO  TARBERT  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  will  receive  a  deputation 
with  a  view  of  giving  a  grant  of  money 
or  providing  a  means  for  giving  such 
grant,  for  the  construction  of  a  railway 
from  Listowel  via  Newtown  Sandes  and 
Ballylongford  to  Tarbert ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the 
district  is  congested,  and  of  the  want  of 
travelling  facilities  as  well  as  of  employ- 
ment to  the  poor,  he  will  favourably  con- 
sider the  request  made. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  There  are  no 
funds  available  for  the  construction  of  a 
railway  from  Listowel  to  Tarbert,  and 
therefore  no  useful  purpose  would  be 
served  by  my  receiving  a  deputation,  as 
suggested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  receive  a  deputation  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order !  That 
is  exactly  the  question  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  answered. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  a  large  number  of 
meetings  can  be  held  in  North  Kerry 
calling  on  the  Government  to  make  a 
grant? 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Can 
the  riglrt  hon.  Gentleman  not  find  a  slice 
of  the  Church  Fund  for  this  purpose  1 

POLICE    PROTECTION    NEAR 
LISTOWEL. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  police  employed  in  protecting  the  farm 
in  Deny  situate  near  Listowel,  the  pro- 
perty of  John  Sands,  and  whether  the 
police  so  employed  cost  the  district  ,£160 

S  2 
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per  year ;  and,  if  not,  how  much ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  district,  the  extra  police 
so  employed  on  this  farm  will  be 
removed. 

Mr.  G.  \V.  BALFOUR :  Two  constables 
are  employed  in  protecting  the  caretaker 
on  the  farm  referred  to.  They  will  be 
removed  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
authorities  locally  responsible,  the  neces- 
sity no  longer  exists  for  their  employment. 
The  men  are  supplied  from  the  free  force 
Df  the  county,  consequently  their  employ- 
ment entails  no  charge  whatever  either  to 
the  district  or  the  county. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  whole  duty 
these  men  have  to  perform  is  to  arrest 
the  emergency  man  and  charge  him  with 
drunkenness  ? 


CELTIC  MANUSCRIPTS-SALARY  OF 
IRISH  SCRIBE. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  is  aware  that  an  annual  sum  of  £200 
has  been  voted  from  1865  to  1891  to  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy  as  salary  to  an  Irish 
scribe,  including  cataloguing  and  printing 
Irish  manuscripts,  and  that  a  like  sum 
has  been  included  in  the  general  grant- 
in-aid  voted  to  the  said  Academy  be- 
tween 1892  and  1899;  whether  the  tran- 
scription of  Celtic  manuscripts  ceased  on 
the  death,  in  1880,  of  Mr.  O'Longan,  the 
last  of  the  Irish  scribes,  whether  the 
copying  of  Irish  manuscripts  since  1880 
has  been  by  photograph,  and  whether  the 
photographing  of  old  Irish  manuscripts 
ceased  with  the  completion  of  the  Yellow 
Book  of  Leccan  in  1895;  and,  if  so,  can 
he  say  what  has  been  done  with  the  £200 
a  year  voted  for  Irish  scribes  since  1880r 
and  the  £200  a  year  for  printing  Celtic 
manuscripts  since  1893 ;  whether  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  four  folio 
volumes  facsimiled  or  photographed  at 
the  expense  of  Parliament  have  been  re- 
funded to  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  or 
spent  on  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy  :  and  whether,  if 
the  Royal  Irish  Academy  be  unwilling  to 
publish  Celtic  manuscripts,  he  will  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  transferring  the 
present  annual  grants  for  this  purpose  to 
some  of  the  other  existing  antiquarian 
societies  in  Ireland. 


Mr.  H ANBURY:  The  mi 
was  voted  from  1865  to  1870k 
of  Irish  Scribe  and  for 
Printing  Irish  Manuscripts,*! 
to  1890  for  "  Researches  in 
with   Celtic  Manuscripts."  hfc( 
mates  for  1890-1  and  up  to  l&li 
special   item   was   merged  is  ip 
£400  for  "  Researches  into  ari  i 
tion  of  Celtic  Manuscripts.*  Sissl 
the  grant  to  the  Academy  has  bea 
as  a  lump  sum,  but  the  Aeads* 
from  year   to  year  allocated  i  aj 
amount  to   such   researches.    &sj 
death  of  Mr.  O'Longan  in  l&Otki 
scripts  have   been  reproduced  ky  i 
lithography,  and  the  last  one  pafi 
was  the  Yellow  Book  of  Leccan  ■  I 
The  proceeds  of  the  facsimiles  psi 
by  the  Academy  have  never  been  ish 
to  the  Treasury.     The  receipt!  fni 
five  volumes  of  "  Facsimiles  of  Si 
Manuscripts     of      Ireland,"    psH 
by     the    Stationery     Office,  va 
course,      paid      into      the    ExA 
The  Academy  is  anxious  to  coma 
publication  of  Celtic  MSS.    Bat 
full  discretion  as  to-  the  disposd 
grant-in-aid,  and  recently  it  has  d 
its  income  mainly  to  collecting  l 
for  a  Thesaurus  of  the  Irish  ki 
!  which  will  be  a  most  important  av 
;  study  of  the  texts  themselves. 


Mr.    DILLON:     Whs*   are 
searches    to  which    this   sum  1 
devoted  during  the  last  few  yeai 

t  Mr.  HANBURY  :  To  the  pi 
■  of  a  dictionary  of  the  Irish  langi 

!  Mr.  DILLON :  Will  that  i 
;  be  published  before  the  end 
j  century  t 

I 

|      [No  answer  was  given.] 

i 

j  MONAGHAN  ASYLUM  \V« 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) : 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  h 
that  the  governors  of  the  a 
Monaghan  demanded  from  th 
Council  of  Monaghan  £6,500 
for  sewerage  and  other  works, 
the  county  council,  not  knowii 
expenditure  at  the  asylum,  stn 

1  that  will  leave  the  council  in  de 
hundred1  pounds  at  the  end  of  t 

;  they  have  to  pay  this  claim  of 
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juniors ;  and  whether  he  will  in- 
this  work  is  necessary,  and  pro- 
fit the  governors  of  the  asylum 
future  give  notice  to  the  County 
1  of  Monaghan  before  making  such 
Lay. 


-      G.  W.  BALFOUR :  This  question 
m  -^  to  be  founded  upon  a  misappre- 
=»  vi  of  the  facts.      The  governors  of 
asylum  biLve  not  demanded  a  sum  of 
>  O  from  the  county  council  for  the 
k  referred  to.     The  joint  committee 
asylum,  which  includes  a  certain 
►^r   of  members  of    the   Monaghan 
fcy    Council,    applied    to  the  Local 
*nment   Board  for  sanction  to  two 
m  one  of  £6,500  for  sewerage  and 
works,  and  another  of  £2,500  for 
ung  a  new  church.     Advertisements 
issued    by  the    joint  committee  in 
^** papers    circulating    in    the   district 
*%3^ing  any  ratepayer  or  owner  of  pro- 
^^y  desirous  of  making  a  representation 
fae  Local  Government  Board  in  con- 
gou with  the  proposed  loans,  to  do  so 
lin  fourteen  days.     No  objection  was 
bftred   by   the  Board,    and  they  have 
■^jrdingly  sanctioned  the  loans — to  be 
ud  in  thirty  and  forty  years  respec- 
sly.     The  proportion  of  the  amount  of 
two    loans    of    £9,000     for   which 
»  county  Monaghan  is  liable  is  £3,872, 
*^^  county  Cavan  being  liable  for  the  re- 
c*^inder.     A  printed  copy  of  the  notice 
|  the  proposal  to   apply  for  these  loans 
^*ros  sent  to  every  representative  of  the 
bounty  council  acting  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  management  of  the  asylum  on 
14th  January  last,  in  compliance  with  the 
regulations  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  the  subject. 

3NEEM      (COUNTY     KERRY)     POLICE 
FORCE. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
fcnd  whether  the  ordinary  police  force  at 
Sneem,  county  Kerry,  has  been  increased 
ately  ;  and  if  so,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  j 
i crease  ■  whether  Mr.  Warden  has  now 
or  had  at  any  time  lately  police  protect- 
ing   bis    house;    and    if    so,    on    what  I 
uunds  ;  and  whether,  considering   the 
present    condition    of    the    district     of 
sneom,  he  will  make  representations  to 
have  the  extra  police  force  withdrawn. 
v 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  ordinary 
police  force  at  Sneem  has  recently   been 


& 


J  augmented  by  five  men  to  enable  better 
[protection  by  patrols  to  be  given  to  a 
[caretaker  in  the  locality.  Mr.  Warden 
I  receives  protection  because  such  protec- 
Ition  is  considered  necessary.  These 
[additional  constables  cannot  be  with- 
|  drawn  until  their  services  are  no  longer 
J  required. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  50  per  cent, 
of  the  tenants  on  this  estate  are  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  the  Land  Act  by  the 
recent  action  of  this  landlord  1 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  And  is  he  aware  that 
[the  magistrates  in  petty  sessions  have 
I  signed  a  petition  for  the  withdrawal  of 
I  these  men  1 


IRISH    EDUCATION— NEW   REGULA- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 

[Secretary    to    the    Lord    Lieutenant  of 

|  Ireland  whether  he  has  seen  a  copy  of  a 

memorandum    issued    by    the    National 

]  Teachers  Association  of  Ireland,  in  refe- 

1  rence  to  certain  provisions  contained  in 

|  the  proposed  new  rules  and  regulations 

j  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of  National 

I  Education,  and  the  probable  injury  to  the 

I  cause  of  primary  education  ;  and  whether, 

l  in  View  of  the  fact  that  the  extract  from 

|  said  rules  was  only  issued  a  few  days  ago, 

[  the  Government  will  delay  their  adoption 

I  of  them  for  a  period  of  about  six  months, 

in  order  to  give  the  managers  of  schools 

and  the  school  teachers  an  opportunity  of 

considering  their  effect  on  the  system  of 

primary  education  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  not  yet 
seen  the  memorandum  referred  to,  but  I 
had  the  opportunity  yesterday  of  an 
interview  with  a  deputation  of  Irish 
national  teachers  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  rules.  The  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  is  in  the  negative ;  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  such  power,  nor  do  I  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  exercise  it  if  they 
had. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  How  long  must  the 
rules  be  on  the  Table  of  the  House  before 
they  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  They  do  not 
|  require  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  They 
|  are  already  in  force. 
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EXTRA  SUBJECTS— REMUNERATION 
OF  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  X.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, if  he  will  state  what  is  the  scale  of 
remuneration  to  be  paid  to  teachers  in  the 
national  schools  of  Ireland  for  extra 
subjects,  sanctioned  only  out  of  school 
hour*,  a  list  of  which  is  issued  by  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  scale  of 
remuneration  and  mode  of  payment  for 
extra  branches  have  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined bv  the  Commissioners. 


MONITORS    IN    IRISH    NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  KEDMOXD    (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
gratuities  for  the  instruction  of  monitors 
will  be  paid  to  Irish  national  teachers  as 
usual  this  year,  and  when  will  the  result  j 
of  their  examination  be  made  known  to  : 
those  monitors   who    attended    the    ex-  j 
animations  held  during  last   Easter  week  ! 

at  the  different  district  centres.  ! 

i 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Gratuities  due  j 
on  account  of  monitors' instruction  for  the  ; 
past  year  will  be  paid  to  the  teachers  in  ' 
all  cases.  The  results  of  their  examina-  j 
tion  at  Plaster  will  be  made  known  to  the  ' 
monitors  without  delay. 


IRISH  COUNTY  SURVEYORS. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  \ 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire-  j 
land  if  he  can  state  whether  county  sur- 
veyors   and    deputy    county    surveyors  \ 
arc       compelled       under       the      Local  t 
Government  (Ireland)  Act  to  devote  their 
whole   time  to  the  service  and  work  of  ; 
the   county    councils    in   Ireland :    and, 
whether   the   office   of   county  surveyor 
and  deputy  county  surveyor  are  pension- 
able offices  or  otherwise. 

Mr.    U    \Y.    BALFOUR:     Existing 
county   and   assistant   county   surveyors 
hold  their  office  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  heretofore.    County  councils 
cannot   prohibit  them  from  undertaking 
private  practice  if  they  are  able  to  do  so  I 
without    neglecting   the   duties  of    their  , 
office.     I  understand,  however,  that  since  ; 
the   (Kissing   of    the   Local   Government  t 


Act,  1898,  the  surveyors  have  fcfr J 
time  for  private  practice  owing  &| 
increased  duties.  In  the  case  i  », 
pointments  there  would  be  m^ 
prevent  councils  from  gtipoki*' 
the  persons  appointed  should  <W 
entire  time  to  their  duties.  TWi 
of  county  surveyor  and  asasc 
veyor  are  pensionable,  the  forna 
38  and  39  Vict.,  c.  56,  and  tk 
under  Section  83,  Sub-section  1L 
Act  of  1898.  But  no  surveyor  ij 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  \\ 
obtain  a  superannuation  allowance 
!  he  has  given  his  whole  time  toi 
|  vice  of  the  county,  and  assistant  a 
j  must  also  devote  their  whole  tin 
service  of  the  county  to  qualify  fc 
annuation  allowance. 


PARLIAMENTARY  PROCED1 
STANDING   ORDERS. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAM 
tinghamshire,  Mansfield):  I  bt 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  i 
say  when  it  is  intended  to 
whether  any  and  what  change  i 
made  in  Parliamentary  proce 
that  notices  of  Motions  may  no 
the  House  discussing  questions  o 
or  importance. 

I  also  desire  to  ask  the  Firs 
the  Treasury  whether,  as  Meml 
House  generally  are  deprive 
opportunity  of  moving  any  An 
in  the  case  of  Bills  which  an 
without  Amendment  by  Stan* 
mittees,  he  will  consider  the  e 
of  such  an  alteration  in  the  moc 
cedure  as  will  secure  that  al 
ported  from  a  Standing  C 
whether  amended  or  not,  shs 
sidered  on  Report  in  the  House 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  ti 
SUKY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  \ 
E.) :  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
that  at  the  present  period  of 
these  are  subjects  which  it  is 
for  us  to  take  up. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HO 
Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  tl 
whether  he  can  give  the  assi 
an  opportunity  will  be  give] 
sidering  the  \  ote  for  the  Loc 
ment  Board  in  Committee  of  S 


ompantes 

I  CECIL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
of  the  Treasury  if  he  will 
)  Local  Government.Board 
ken. 


E :  When  will  the  Board 
>e  taken  ? 

,ES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
Dean)) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

e  Treasury  whether  he  can 
long  notice  of  the  day  on 

plementary  Vote  for  the 

frica  will  be  proposed. 

UPBELL-BANNERMAN 

s) :  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
1    state  the   business    for 


IALFOUR:  I  propose    to 

Local  Government  Board 
oard  of  Trade  Vote  on  the 

allotted  days  for  Supply, 
em  first,  and  whether  they 
d  depends  on  what  view 
s  of  the  relative  importance 
is  that  arise.  The  Army 
,  but  they  will  not  be  put 
e  Supplementary  Vote  for 
th  Africa,  I  hope    that    it 

to-morrow  week.  I  am 
e  an  absolutely  certain 
•  my  scheme  has  been  upset 
ainty  as  to  whether  the 
3d   by  the  Colonial  Secre- 

in    tho    hands     of     hon. 

Tuesday,      on      which 

proposed      to     take     the 

I  have  put  down    the 

Vote  second.  That,  I 
i  convenient  arrangement, 
be  maintained  if  the  pro- 
-e  not  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
rill  defer  a  statement  on 
I  my  right  hon.  friend  can 
he  question.  On  Monday 
it  will  take  the  Military 
not  certain  whether  the 
1  will  be  down  from  the 
:tee,  but  whether  or  not 
,  I  think  it  would  be  rather 
r  the  Bill  to  be  taken.  The 
s  Bill  will  be  taken  first, 
.s  the  other  Military  Bills 
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which  were  advanced  a  stage  yesterday. 
I  hope  to  put  down  the  Naval  Reserve 
Bill  on  the  same  day. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  What  is  the 
alternative  business  for  Tuesday  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  havo  not 
had  time  to  consider  that. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  Will  another  day  be  given  to 
Army  Votes  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No  ;  they  have 
already  been  discussed.  I  cannot  put 
them  down  as  first  Order. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
state  approximately  the  amount  of  money 
to  be  asked  for  in  the  Supplementary 
Estimate  in  connection  with  the  war  in 
South  Africa;  and  also  approximately 
what  portion  of  the  estimated  gross  cost 
of  the  war  in  South  Africa  wiS  Ireland 
have  to  contribute. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not  yet 
in  a  position  to  state  what  is  the  amount 
of  the  Estimate. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  will  put  the  question 
again  to-morrow. 


SEA  FISHERIES  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence ;  Special  Report 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  287.] 

Bill  reported,  without  amendment. 

COMPANIES  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade,  etc.,  with  Amendments. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  288.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  to  be  printed.     [No.  288.] 

Bill,    as  amended   (in    the    Standing 

Committee),  to  be  considered  upon  Mon- 

|  day  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  304.] 
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NEW  BILLS. 


ELEMENTARY      SCHOOL     TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  (ISLE  OF  MAN). 

Bill  to  extend  The  Elementary  School 
Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898,  to 
Teachers  serving  in  the  Isle  of  Man  and 
to  service  as  a  Teacher  in  that  Island, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Jesse 
Collings  and  Secretary  Sir  Matthew 
White  Kidley. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  (ISLE  OF  MAN) 
BILL. 

"To  extend  the  Elementary  School 
Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898,  to 
Teachers  serving  in  the  Isle  of  Man  and 
to  service  as  a  Teacher  in  that  Island," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  305.] 

ELEMENTARY   SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  (JERSEY). 

Bill  to  extend  The  Elementary  School 
Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898,  to 
Teachers  serving  in  the  Island  of  Jersey 
and  to  service  as  a  Teacher  in  that 
Island,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Jesse  Collings  and  Secretary  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  (JERSEY)  BILL. 

"To  extend  The  Elementary  School 
Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898,  to 
Teachers  serving  in  the  Island  of  Jersey 
and  to  service  as  a  Teacher  in  that 
Island,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
306.] 


INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  This  Bill  is  introduced  with 
special  regard  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Viceregal  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  system  of  intermediate 
education  in  Ireland.     That  Commission 


made  a  very  thorough  inquiry  j 
whole  subject ;  it  took  a  largts* 
evidence,  and  ultimately  tap 
valuable  and  unanimous  Report.  \ 
necessary  that  I  should  describe  ■ 
the  conclusions  at  which  it  win 
speaking  generally,  it  reputed 
direction  of  attaching  less  impr. 
individual  results  and  more  m 
to  tests  of  general  efficiency' 
measure  of  the  grant  that  a 
made  to  a  school.  How  far  legs' 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  in 
mendation  is  a  doubtful  matter; 
point  certainly  it  is  requisite 
think  we  may  take  it  for  gra 
the  Commissioners  would  not  fa 
to  give  effect  generally  to  tb 
mendations  which  they  made 
absence  of  special  legislation 
enabling  them  to  do  so.  The 
poses  to  give  powers  of  a  gena 
ter  to  the  Board — powers  w 
enable  them  to  apply  portioi 
funds  at  their  disposal  for  the 
of  secondary  education  in  a  n 
vided  by  rules  to  be  made  bv 
with  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
It  has  been  deliberately  draf 
form  because  it  seemed  to  the  ( 
that  the  provisions  of  Clau 
give  sufficient  safeguards 
abuse  of  the  powers  so  confer 
addition,  it  was  thought  desii 
them  greater  freedom"  than 
possess  if  their  policy  wac 
limited  and  circumscribed  U 
mendations  made  in  the  boc 
port.     I  am  still  of  opinion  t 

I  in   that  form  would    be   a 
measure  than  one  limited  to 

|  mendations  of  the  Committe 
is  impossible  to  say  definite! 
tion  which  fresh  education 
ments  may  take.  Just  as  sin 
siderablc  difference  has  beco 
in  the  opinions  of  those  i: 
education,  so  in  the  next  t' 
similar  differences  may  arise. 
been  intimated  to  me  that  ii 
form  the  Bill  might  prove 
and  that  the  element  of  conte 
be  removed  if  in  the  Commitl 
Government  were  prepared  t 
Amendments  confining  the  f 
Bill  to  the  recommendatio 
made  by  the  Commissioners, 
cumstances  I  shall  be  prepar 
that  concession  to  the  objec 
Bill,  and  having  given  that  : 
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»3iat  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 

taken  without  very  much  further 

ton.     The  measure  will  constitute 

rtant  step,  not  only  in'  the  cause 

idary  education  in  Ireland,  but  in 

of  education  generally  in  Ire- 


ion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
'—(Mr.  G.  W,  Balfour) 


JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 

^Bircunistances  under  which  the  Bill 

n  brought  to  a  Second  Reading 

eh  as  will  probably   prevent   any 

contention  over  its  provisions.     A 

dealing  with  this  subject  cannot,  how- 

"■    be  disposed  of  in  a  few  minutes; 

must  be  some  reasonable  discussion 

i  subject.     I  do  not  think  it  would 

~j"TK>88ible  for  a  more  important  and 
Testing  subject  connected  with  Ireland 
»  brought  before  the  House.  It  is 
some  twenty  years  since  the  inter- 
system  of  education  was  estab- 
in  Ireland,  and  ample  time  has  elapsed 
enable  the  Irish  people  generally  to 
of  its  merits  and  demerits,  and, 
regard  to  the  system,  the  public 
*  a*3feliiiion  of  Ireland  has  come  to  three  clear 
^conclusions.  I  believe  that  public  opinion 
^g^jhw  come  almost  unanimously  to  the  con- 
^  implosion  that,  looking  at  the  system 
Sgj^proadly,  it  has  worked  a  very  great  deal 
"  ^(rf  good  in  the  secondary  education  of  the 
^  country.  It  has  certainly  put  an  end  to 
K  ^£he  apathy  and  stagnation  which  prevailed 
^,in  Irish  schools  twenty-five  years  ago. 
Interest  in  the  school  work  has  quickened, 
«and  emulation  has  been  stimulated  and 
improved.  Boys  at  school  work  with 
jt  keener  zest  than  they  did  twenty-five 
years  ago,  and  the  standard  of  secondary 
education  has  been  greatly  improved 
in  every  school  throughout  the  country. 
Not  the  least  valuable  feature  of  the 
system  is  that  it  has  enabled  high-class 
secondary  education  to  be  imparted  to  the 
children  of  poorer  parents — education 
which  it  was  very  difficult  for  them  to 
obtain  before  the  intermediate  system  was 
introduced.  The  Irish  people  under  these 
circumstances  are  prepared  to  admit  that 
the  system  has  been  of  enormous  benefit. 
But  it  is  equally  clear  to  them  that  this 
intermediate  system  has  grave  defects 
which  have  been  apparent  to  everybody, 
"  and  I  say  the  fact  that  we  have  had  to 
wait  over  twenty  years  for  a  remedy  for  I 


AS 

* 

arr 

t 

If 


these  defects  point*  to  the  most  serious 
defect  of  all — the  centralised  and  irre- 
sponsible educational  control  which  has 
been  set  up.  The  Board  of  Education 
which  exercises  control  over  the  educa- 
tion of  the  country  consists  of  seven 
gentlemen,  and  although  I  dislike 
intensely  alluding  unnecessarily  to 
any  question  of  religion,  I  feel 
bound  to  point  out  that  of  these  seven 
gentlemen  four  are  Protestants  and  three 
Catholics,  and  it  seems  rather  a  strange 
thing  that  Protestants  should  pre- 
ponderate on  a  Board  which  is  adminis- 
tering education  to  boys  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  whom  are  Catholics.  This 
Board  is  exclusively  appointed  by  the 
Government,  and  its  history  for  the  last 
twenty  years  shows  that  it  has  been  for 
the  most  part  absolutely  out  of  touch  with 
educational  opinion  in  Ireland.  Certainly 
the  headmasters  of  the  schools  in  Ireland 
have  had  no  voice  whatever  in  the 
management  of  examinations  or  any  other 
matter  connected  with  the  work  of  the 
Department.  I  believe  it  is  not  over- 
stating the  case  to  say  that, for  the  most 
of  those  twenty  odd  years,  certainly  for  the 
last  ten  years,  no  member  of  the  Board  has 
had  any  personal  experience  whatever  of 
secondary  education  in  Ireland.  I  think 
that  is  a  system  thoroughly  unsound. 
The  gravest  defect  of  all  is  that  the 
constitution  of  this  educational  control 
is  wrong.      It    is,     I    believe,    without 

rallel  in  any  country  in  Europe, 
do  not  think  there  is  another 
instance  in  Europe  of  an  educational 
board  of  this  kind  which  has  not  asso- 
ciated with  it  a  consultative  council,  upon 
which  the  opinions  of  practical  educa- 
tionists are  represented.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  be  completely  familiar  with  the 
educational  systems  of  Europe,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  in  any  country  there  is 
an  Education  Board  appointed  by  the 
Government  having  no  association  with 
practical  education,  as  happens  to  be  the 
case  in  Ireland.  Even  here  in  England 
— England  that  is  always  so  slow  to 
move  in  these  matters — this  Continental 
system  was  adopted  last  year.  An 
Education  Act  was  passed  for  England 
which  created  a  consultative  council,  to 
consist,  so  far  as  two-thirds  of  its  members 
were  concerned,  of  persons  qualified  to 
represent  the  views  of  universities  and 
other  bodies  interested  in  education.  The 
first  consultative  council  includes  such  au- 
thorities as  Mr.  Dyke  Acland,  Sir  William 
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Anson,  Mrs.  Sophy  Bryant,  Sir  William  !  tion  that  we  should  be  asked  to 


blank  cheque  to  enable  it  «H 
likes  henceforward.  This  KB  j 
to  give  power  to  the  Board  to  t 
not  merely  with  the  results  of  < 
but  also  with  the  methods  of  e 
every  school  in  Ireland.    The  i 


Hart  Dyke,  Professor  Michael  Foster, 
Professor  Jebb,  Mr.  Ernest  Gray,  Pro- 
fessor Owens,  and  others.  "With  such 
a  precedent,  surely  a  similar  system 
might  be  extended  to  Ireland,  and 
3rou     might     give     us     a    consultative 

council  charged  with  the  duty  of  ad-  j  fact,  will  have  absolutely  no  vow  i 
vising  the  Board  on  educational  matters,  j  ever,  and  therefore  I  say  thai 
We  have  a  precedent  nearer  at  home.  I  j  opinion  it  would  be  a  most 
see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  j  foolish  thing  for  the  Irish  i 
for  the  South  Division  of  the  County  of  !  to  give  the  Board  power  to  any i 
Dublin  in  his  place.  Last  year  a  measure  i  Amendments  in  their  system  oh 
was  passed  constituting  the  Department  j  we  know  nothing,  and  which  villi 
of  which  he  is  the  head,  and  a  provi-  i  submitted  for  our  judgment  1 1 
sion  was  inserted  in  it  for  the  creation  of  j  fore  cannot  agree  to  the  Bill  pasugi 
a  consultative  council  to  advise  him  on  I  present  form.  With  its  main  « 
matters  of  technical  education.  The  j  however,  I  am  in  perfect  accord 
principle  having,  therefore,  been  adopted  j  object  is  plain.  The  history  of  dwi 
in  England,  and  to  a  certain  extent  in  |  mediate  system  is  in  many  respect; 
Ireland,  I  submit  that  it  should  be  ex-  j  curious.  For  upwards  of  twenty  i 
tended  to  the  Intermediate  Education  j  public  opinion  has  been  clamoaringki 
Board,  as  until  that  is  done  that  Board  '  change  in  the  Education  Board,  sad 
will  continue,  as  it  is,  I  believe,  to-day,  to  ■  anti-reform  section  of  that  Board. ii li 
be  very  largely  out  of  touch  with  educa-  j  so  call  it,  has  been  successful  in 
tional  opinion  throughout  the  country,  j  ing  any  reform  whatever.  At  l*v 
This  is  a  reform  which,  for  my  part,  I  j  the  exertions  of  some  members  4 
feel  sure  is  bound  to  come  in  the  very  j  Board,  it  was  induced  to  ask  the ' 
near  future.  This  Bill,  however,  does  j  Lieutenant  for  an  inquiry  into  the jnsi 
not  propose  any  reform  of  this  character  ■!  system,  and  the  House  will  be  ad 
at  all.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  i  when  I  recall  the  fact  that  the  ins* 
most  frankly  stated,  it,  on  the  contrary,  ;  that  the  Board  asked  for  was  to  he « 
confers  new  and  enlarged  powers  on  this  j  directed  by  itself  ;  in  other  woriii 
centralised  and  irresponsible  Board.  As  i  Board  of  Intermediate  Education  d 
it  is  drawn,  it  enormously  increases  the  j  that  members  of  its  own  body  shooU 
powers  of  the  Board,  and  if  it  be  passed  as  j  appointed  a  Commission  to  inquire 
it  stands  it  will  give  for  all  time  to  the  I  the  defects  or  the  merits  of  the  syw 
Board  of  Intermediate  Education,  how- ;  was  administering.  The  Interme 
ever  it  may  be  constituted  in  the  future,  j  Education  Commission  which  sat 
absolute  power  to  spend  its  endowments  j  therefore,  a  Commission  cons 
in  any  way  it  likes.  That  is  a  proposal  ■  only  of  members  of  the 
which  I  certainly  cannot  agree  to,  neither  j  of  Intermediate  Education 
do  I  believe  that  the  Irish  Members  of  j  The  inquiry,  though  held  under  sac 
this  House  will  assent  to  it.  If  the  con-  j  advantageous  circumstances,  still  j 
stitution  of  the  board  were  amended  in  |  most  valuable.  It  was  held  in  th< 
the  way  I  have  suggested,  by  associating  j  of  day,  and  by  the  very  force  < 
with  it  a  consultative  council,  then  the  j  cumstances  the  Board  were  oblig 
objection  to  giving  enlarged  powers  to  j  examine  as  witnesses  all  those  assc 
this  Board  would  almost  entirely  dis-  j  most  closely  with  educational  inter 
appear ;  but  so  long  as  the  Board  is  :  Ireland,  with  the  result  that  ev 
constituted  as  at  present  I  believe  Irish  \  was  given  on  every  part  of  the  s 
representatives  would  be  false  to  their  j  and  the  greatest  possible  light  let  i: 
duty,  and  false  to  the  best  interests  of  ;  its  merits  on  the  one  side,  and  its  i 
education  in  Ireland,  if  they  agreed  to  j  on  the  other.  The  Commission — ra 
pass  a  measure  such  as  this,  giving  the  ;  my  surprise,  I  confess,  knowing  sc 
Board  absolute  plenary  powers.  This  the  elements  on  the  Board — unanii 
Board  may  or  may  not  command  public  j  agreed  to  a  Report  of  a  most  vi 
confidence.  Nobody  can  tell  what  its  j  character,  setting  forth  a  number  i 
constitution  in  the  future  may  be,  and  it !  important  reforms — reforms  for 
certainly  seems  a  rather  startling  proposi-  \  people  have  been  clamouring  for 
Mr.  John  Redmond. 
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is  past.  It  would  not  be  right  for 
tempt  to  make  this  an  oppor- 
any  prolonged  consideration  of 
rt,  but  I  might  say  in  passing 
ink  the  Government  ought  to 
Members  a  proper  opportunity 
ng  the  recommendations  in  that 
Ihose  recommendations,  when 
>mo  new  rules  under  this  Bill, 

to  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
>use    for   a   certain   number  of 

we  know  by  experience  that 
s     not     mean    a    proper    and 

opportunity     for     discussing 

that  sort.  They  will  come  on 
ight  when  there  is  no  real 
:y  for  discussion,  and  I  think  it 
[y  fair  if  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
i  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
jome  sort  of  understanding  that 
forty  days,  or  whatever  may  be 
r  of  days  during  which  the  rules 
)  on  the  Table  elapse,  a  fair 
;y  should  be  given  for  their 
ion.  If  we  have  no  such 
>efore  us  I  am  afraid  we  will  be 

consider  and  discuss  them 
1 — a  course  which  will  be  in- 
;  and  not  in  the  interest  of  the 

the  measure.  All  I  have  to 
e  summed  up  in  two  or  three 

The  chief  complaint  against 
l  of  intermediate  education  in 
ras    that    it  led   merely  to  a 

the  memory,  that  it  did  not 
itellect,  that  it  simply  crammed 
The  system  of  competition 
3ystem  of  exclusively  written 
»ns  were  very  largely  regarded 
lses  of  the  deplorable  results 
ioubtedly  have  followed.  I 
»  first  three  recommendations 
;port  as  of  enormous  impor- 
le  provision  as  to  the  two 
ill  enable  boys  to  obtain  the 
of  the  system  by  training  them- 
e   on  a  commercial  than  on  a 

a  classical  basis,  and  the  first 
ions  are  calculated  to  put  an 
e  system  of  cramming,  which 
ly  has  had  very  bad  effects  in 
\g  of  the  system  in  Ireland, 
nportant  from  this  point  of 
e  recommendation  which  pro- 
rtain  cases  for  viva  voce  as  well 

examinations,  and  in  certain 
2Q9  that  the  test  of  the  effi- 
,  school  should  not  be  solely,  as 

the   results  of    the  examina- 

should  depend  upon  a  certain 


j  modified  inspection.     These  are  some  of 
I  the  main  recommendations  in  the  Report, 
I  and  it  would  be  very  foolish  for  anyone 
'  interested     in    secondary    education    in 
;  Ireland  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  those   recommendations  being  carried 
into  effect.      I  must,  however,  take  this 
:  opportunity     of     expressing     the    deep* 
1  regret  universally  entertained  in  Ireland, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Report  deal- 
ing with  the  study  of  Irish.     Some  years 
;  ago  the   marks  allotted  to  Irish  in  the 
!  programme  of  the  Intermediate  Board  were 
suddenly,  and  without  any  valid  reason: 
j  being  given,  reduced,  and  they  are  to  day 
,  considerably  below    those    awarded   for 
French,  German,  or  other  languages.     It 
is   a  monstrous  thing  that  the  language 
of  the  country,  the  ancient  language  of 
1  Ireland,     should       in      this      way      be 
proscribod    in    the    system  of    interme- 
diate education,  and  that  it  should  be  on 
[  a  lower  level  than  the  languages  of  the- 
Continent.     If  it  were  in  my  power,   I 
would   be  delighted  to  have  an  oppor- 
;  tunity  of  moving  some  Amendment  that 
would  insert  in  the  new  rules  which  will 
bo    based  on    these  recommendations,  & 
provision    that     the     marks     for     Irish 
should  be  raised  to  the  standard  at  which 
they  stood  before,  or  at  least  be  equal  to- 
those  given  for  French  or  German.     Let 

I  me,  however,  briefly  sum  up  the  position 

I I  take  on  this  Bill.    I  am  quite  willing — I 
1  am  anxious — that  the  Board  should  nave 

given  to  them  the  necessary  powers  ta 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  their 
own  Report,  and  if  the  Bill  is  amended 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  so  as  to  limit  these 
powers  to  carrying  out  those  recommen- 
dations, I  think  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
Irish  representatives  not  only  not  to- 
throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  this. 
Bill,  but  to  facilitate  its  passage  into  law. 
I  have  drafted  an  Amendment  on  this 
subject,  which  I  propose  to  put  on  the 
Paper,  and  a  copy  of  which  I  have  handed 
to  the  Government.  I  do  not  ask  for 
any  pledge  that  the  Government  will 
accept  the  precise  terms  of  that  Amend- 
ment, but  I  do  expect  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  us  a  pledge  that  in 
Committee  an  Amendment  carrying  out. 
the  substance  of  my  proposal  will  be 
either  proposed  or  accepted  by  the 
Government.  My  suggested  Amendment 
runs  in  this  way — 

"  And  so  far  as  may  be  required,  in  order  to 
carry  into  effect  the  several  recommendations. 


Bill  at  all  I 
those     two 


(Ireland)  M 

have  to  know 
Acta.      Then 


■J 

In 


mediate  Education  (Ireland)  AttK 
Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  It 
and  this  Act  shall  be  construed  n 
and  may  be  cited  collectively  u  a 
mediate  Education  ( Ireland)  Acu, 
1900." 
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contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Intermediate 
Education  Commission  presented    to    Parlia- 
ment in  1899,  may  from  time  to  time  apply  a  \  ""v*"      "V*** 
]>ortion  of  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  .  option  * 
the  Hoard,"  and  so  on.  .<  Thia  Act  lnay  ^  cited  M  ^  ^ 

The  Bill,  as  it  stands,  enables  them  in  :  Education^  Ireland)  Act,  1900, ulfc 
future  to  dispose  of  the  money  under 
their  control  in  any  way  they  like,  while 
the  Amendment  I  suggest  limits  their 
power  to  the  spending  of  the  money  in 
the  carrying  out  of  those  particular  re- 
commendations embodied  in  the  Report,  ;  Therefore  I  have  got  four  Acs ! 
which  are  before  us,  and  of  which  we  :  together  before  I  can  come  to  i 
approve.  I  understood  the  right  hon.  ledge  0f  wnat  is  enacted.  Tk 
Gentleman   to  promise  that    he    would    enough,  but  let  me  come  hack  to 

accept  in  substance  that  Amendment,  and  !  clause 

on  that  understanding  I   hope  the  Bill       ,  __  A   _.  x     ,.  A. .     .    , 

will  be  ^sed  into  tar8    I  may  be  asked  ;  J££^SSS^&U£ 
why,  if  I  take  so  strong  a  view  as  I  have  ,  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Ek 

expressed  about  the  constitution  of  this  j  1890,  portion  of  the  funds " 

Board,  should  I  agree  to  enlarge  its 
powers  at  all?  The  answer  is  very  plain. 
We  all  want  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  altered,  and  I  am  strongly  in 
favour  of  associating  with  it  such  a  con- 
sultative council  as  exists  elsewhere.  But 
I  have  to  ask  myself — are  we,  therefore, 
to  postpone  all  the  reforms  for  which  we 
have  asked  and  waited  for  the  last  twenty 
years  1  We  desire  to  see  the  recommen- 
dations of  this  Keport  carried  into  eflect, 
and  the  only  way  they  can  be  carried 
into  effect  is  by  passing  this  Bill  with 
the  alteration  I  have  suggested.  I  should, 
therefore,  on  the  understanding  given, 
support  the  second  reading,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  a  wise  course  generally  for 
Irish  Members  to  take  the  same  line,  in 
the  hope  that  thereby  we  may  obtain 
valuable  reforms  in  the  system,  and  that 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Board  in  future 
we  may  be  able  to  obtain  such  a  reform 
as  I  have  indicated. 


What  portion  ?     A   small  parti 
!  large  portion  1    Some  portion  ! 
:  a  word  omitted  ?    It  must  be  In 

;      Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (LoutlO 
was  Irish  it  would  be  intelligible 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  0 
it  is  here  put  in  English  it  is  i 
gible.  You  cannot  say  "  porti 
can  say,  "a  portion,"  "  same  p 
"  any  portion."  It  may  be  adc 
•  it  does  not  appear  so  to  me ;  tl 
say. 

" portion  of  the  funds  plaoi 

posal  of  the  Intermediate  Educati 
Ireland  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as 
may,  subject  to  the  proviso  in  S 
of  Section  5,  and  to  Section  7  of 
of  1878 " 


First  of  all  you  say,  "notv 
anything  "  in  that  Act,  and  n 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : .  in  as  part  of  the  Act.     This  t 

I  rise  to  perform  once  again  the  ungrate-    to  be  another  instance  of  tha 

ful  task  of  criticising  the  drafting  of  the 

Bill.     The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has 


opposite 

told  us  that  this  Bill  does  not  provide  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Irish  language. 
I  think,  at  any  rate,  judging  from  this 
Bill,  that  the  English  language  has  be- 
come almost  a  dead  tongue  in  Parlia- 
mentary drafting.  The  first  section  of 
the  Bill  begins — 

*' Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  or  the 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Act, 
1890 » 

notwithstanding  anything  in  those  two 
Acts — therefore,    before   I  come  to  this 

Mr.  John  lledmund. 


by  reference  which  has  been  s 
demned  in  this  House.  I  d< 
how  the  English  or  the  Iris 
General  would  deal  with  su 
matter  if  they  had  to  refer 
Commandments  or  the  h 
murder.  I  suppose  he  would 
withstanding  anything  in 
chapter  of  Exodus,  the  won 
should  be  inserted  in  the  I 
and  then  I  suppose  he  woulc 
Act  shall  not  extend  to  ] 
sometimes  ask  myself  whethei 
know  what  they  have  in  t 
Here  is  another  point  to  wh 
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i  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
of  Clause  1  provides — 

ade  in  pursuance  of  this  section 
fore  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
jeks  after  the  same  have  been 
ament  be  then  sitting,  or  if 
not  then  sitting,  within  three 
ssion  then  next  ensuing." 

d  of  the  session  ?  Is  that 
take  that  passage  intelligible 
How  the  example  set  in  the 
le  phrase  and  insert — 

ee  weeks  after  the  commence- 
ision." 


BALFOUR:  That   is  the 


ON  BOWLES :  If  that  is 
orm,  then  it  is  not  intelli- 
\  not  plain,  and  such  words 
be  put  into  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
inother  instance  of  slovenly 
it  is  neither  English   nor 

not  think  the  Education 
s  will  understand  this  law, 

the  man  who  comes  down 
ical  instruction  will  not  be 
•stand  it.  I  protest  against 
rafting,  for  the  object  of  a 

should  be  to  render  that 
iplicated  distinct  and  clear 
ch  is  involved  plain,  so  that 
iderstand  exactly  what  laws 
bey. 

\1.  HEALY  reminded  the 
•  for  King's  Lynn  that  the 
3  drafting  of  a  Bill  was  that 
i  understand  it.  Had  it  not 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
d  he  should  have  been  in- 
pose  the  measure.  He  was 
sitive  of  the  number  of  ab- 
t  had  grown  up  under  the 
em  of  examinations  in  Ire- 
ly  in  the  teaching  of  modern 

In  order  to  obtain  passes 
ipils  were  instructed  to  pro- 
French  language  as  it  was 
d  "  cramming,  he  could  not 
ipils    could   learn    anything 

cramming.  The  system 
ts  proposed  to  abolish  had 
ipared  with  the  system 
was  intended  to  intro- 
Id    any    rule    which     could 

get    over   the  question  of 


personnel  ?  The  laws  which  were  passed 
for  Ireland  were  good  enough  until  they 
reached  the  judges.  The  rules  under 
this  Act  might  be  of  a  splendid  and  im- 
partial character,  but  the  moment  they 
got  away  from  the  practice  of  this  com- 
petitive system  and  entered  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  personnel,  then  came  in  religious 
and  political  controversy,  and  the  schools: 
would  consider  whether  the  inspector  was 
a  Protestant  or  a  Catholic,  whether  he 
was  a  Jesuit  or  a  member  of  the  Noncon- 
formist conscience.  Under  the  systemi 
proposed  to  be  set  up  they  would  have 
at  once,  unless  the  inspectors  were  almost 
on  a  level  with  the  angels,  a  burning 
controversy.  They  had  oeen  told  that 
for  the  first  time  they  were  going  to  have 
superannuation.  He  did  not  know  how 
this  superannuation  would  scale  off  all 
this  earthly  dross.  Suppose  the}'  ap- 
pointed as  an  inspector  a  most  learned,  a 
most  pious,  and  the  most  perfect  Jesuit 
possible  to  examine  an  Orange  school — 
say,  in  Sandy  Row — in  the  elements  of 
Euclid.  The  whole  of  the  pupils  might, 
find  themselves  "  plucked "  by  the  new 
examiner.  In  that  case  was  there  an* 
organ  in  Belfast  that  would  not  be  ready  to- 
con  tend  that  this  result  had  ensued  because 
•a  Jesuit  inspector  had  been  sent  down  V 
He  would  take  another  case.  They  had 
at  the  present  time,  earning  large  sums, 
Jesuit  schools  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country.  Supposing  they  sent  down  some 
hard  and  fast  examiner  from  the  north  of 
Ireland,  with  very  strong  theological 
views,  to  examine  a  Catholic  school  in 
Cork  which  had  hitherto  earned  large 
prizes,  was  it  supposed  that  they  would 
not  have  the  suggestion  made  that  the 
inspector  was  a  person  of  religious  bias  ? 
He  saw  the  other  day,  in  a  paper  in  the 
south  of  Ireland,  where  it  was  the  custom 
to  have  an  examination  in  the  Catholic 
catechism,  that  several  columns  were 
occupied  with  attacks  on  the  clergy- 
man conducting  the  examination,  whose 
fairness  was  called  into  question.  That 
|  was  amongst  Catholics.  Now  it  was  pro- 
!  posed,  in  regard  to  a  Board  composed  of 
four  Protestants  and  three  Catholics,  to 
set  up  a  system  which  was  to  give  satis- 
faction to  both  sides.  He  would  ask  any- 
body who  had  considered  the  subject  to 
consider  the  personnel  of  the  examiners, 
even  under  the  competitive  system. 
Papers  were  set,  and  secretly  set,  and 
there  had  been  no  imputation  what- 
ever    of     unfairness,     and     so     far    as. 
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he    knew     there     had   been     no     com- 
plaint whatevor  of  the  existing  competitive 
system.      But    it    was    a    strange  fact 
that  at  the  very  moment  this  competi- 
tive system  was  instituted  nearly  all  the 
•examiners  were  Protestants.     Taking  the 
entire  body  of  examiners  who  had  been 
■conducting    the    competitive  system  in 
Ireland  for  the  last  twenty  years,  it  was 
•an  extraordinary  thing  that  the  learned 
;persons  set    to    conduct    the    examina- 
tions nearly  all  belonged   to  the  general 
minority  of  the  people  in  Ireland.     His 
hon.   and  learned  friend  had  mentioned 
the  names  of  the  members  of  that  Com- 
mission,  and  undoubtedly  they  ware  all 
wery  eminent  men.     For  his  part  he  pro- 
tested against  judges  of  the  land  being 
appointed  members  of  that  body.     Why 
■did  they  not  mind  their  own  business  1 
To  tell  him  that  a  lawyer  of  the  eminence 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Bar  had  not  enough 
;to  do  in  his  own  court,  and  that  he  had 
to  fill  up  his  leisure  time  and  amuse  him- 
self in  sotting  problems  for  the  benefit  of 
the  youth,  when  he  had  problems  enough 
to    discuss    in    his  own  court,  was    an 
-absurdity,  and  a  gross  absurdity.     Either 
the  judges  had  enough  to  do  or  they  had 
not.     If    they  had    not   enough   to  do, 
abolish     them.     If     they    had     enough ' 
•to  do,  do  not  go  to  the  farce  of  suggest- 
ing that  men  of  that  laborious  occupation 
could  really  engage  themselves  in  business  '. 
of  this  kind.     Take  Mr.  Justice  Mat  hew.  : 
He   was   no  doubt  a  very  distinguished  ; 
Shakesperian  scholar,  and  a  very  eminent  \ 
man  in  many  ways  ;  but  was  it  suggested  : 
that   he  had  not  enough   to  do   on  the  ' 
bench,  or  that  he  ought  to  be  supposed  to  ■ 
occupy  the  Long  Vacation  in  considering 
these  educational  problems  ?  Had  the  Lord  : 
Provostof  Trinity  College  not  enough  to  do? 
The  O'Conor  Don  was  a  man  of  leisure,  : 
a  gentleman  and  a  Catholic,  and  was  a  : 
proper   appointment   from  the  point  of  i 
view  of  a  man  having  time  on  his  hands.  ; 
Then  there  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martin,  of  ! 
the  Theological  College,  Belfast.  He  knew  ; 
nothing  for  or  against  him,  but  he  thought  i 
he    should    be   a  gentleman   sufficiently  : 
employed  in  the  Theological  College.     Of  ! 
Mr.    David  G.    Berkley   he    had    never . 
heard,  and  he  did  not  know  whether  he  : 
came  from  Belfast  or  Bantry  ;  and  there 
was    the   Archbishop    of   Dublin.      The ! 
majority    were   hostile    in   religion  and  j 
politics  to  the  majority  of  the  people  of  j 
Ireland.   They  were  told  that  in  ordinary  j 
\times  Ireland  was  a  hotbed  of  controversy,  j 

Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy. 


but  yet  a  large  number  d 

different  persuasion  to  that 

i  of  the  people  were  appointed 

positions.     He  would  be  weB  ^ 

have  this  Bill  deferred  toanochii 

and  then,  perhaps,  in  a  new 

the  Government  might  brings 

for  the  entire  revision  of  the 

system.     They  had  stood  it  ■ 

1878,  and  for  his  part  he  wodi 

j  pared   to    bear  the  burden  far 

j  twelve  months.     The  final 

I  had  to  make  was  that  he 

j  tested  against  this  scheme.  The: 

|  an  office-seeker  in  Ireland 

|  job ;  when  he  got  the  job  he  i 

|  advance  in  salary  ;  and  when  be  f 

j  advance  he    wanted  a  penaot. 

i  office-seekers    were  all  delighted  l 

i  they    got    the    jobs,   and  they  i 

!  perfectly     satisfied  ;    then  ths  i 

:  became   really  overpowering,  ad  i 

:  claimed  an  advance  of  salarv,  a' 

they  got   that  they  wanted  i  [ 

Who  were  these  gentlemen)  uti 

names  be  known.     Thorns1  Dineurd 

rather  vague  on  the  subject,  bat  hen 

back  this :  that  every  man  who  i 

a  pension  under  the  Bill  was  iTarJ 

a  Protestant.      That    he   wu 

because  there    was    no    fear  thai 

Government  would  go  out  of  thai 

to     give    pensions      to     Cathofa  i 

Nationalists.      The    Bill,    as  the  ta 

Member  for  King's    Lynn   cornea 

was  very  vague  in  its  drafting ;  bm  i 

read  it,  the  pension  scheme  would  l 

a  further  diminution  of  the  Irish  G 

surplus.      The   Bill     stated    that 

Board  may,  if  they  think  fit,  orders 

the  funds  at  their  disposal,"  whi 

course,  meant  the  funds  out  of  the 

Taxation  Account — which   was  tc 

extent  an  ear-marked   Imperial  F 

and  the  Irish  Church  surplus.   No  I 

would  be  placed  on  John  Bull ;  1 

too  much  engaged  in  South  Afric 

China,  and  of  course  the  losses  in 

must  be  taken  into  account.     The 

for  the  second  time  in  this  sessioi 

had  a  raid  made  on  the   Irish  ( 

surplus  for  the  benefit  of  a  par 

class  in  Ireland.     He  protested  aga 

He  thought  these  gentlemen  had  doi 

well  out  of  the  country.     They  ha 

very  little  to  do  in  making  out 

examination   papers.      Look  at  a 

examination    papers    available. 

were  the  Home  Civil  Service  en 

tion     paper,     the     examination 
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ik-commissioners  in  Ireland,  which  f 
_^     _  itly   brought   before  the  House, 

r      J^he    Indian  Civil  Service  examina- 
^^^•jpapers.      The  officials  would   only  ! 
s^^^fco  copy  from  them,  and  for  that  they  I 
^^^:  *bo  be  given  pensions.     There  was  a 
~  "^fc     deal  to  be  said  for  the  view  of  the 
>  League  and  other  societies  of  that 
-namely,  to  block  these  Bills  and 
insist  on  their    own   views.      The 
iment  sooner  or  later  would  give 
perhaps,   if    they   would    give 
msions,  the  Government  would  give 
in    Irish,    or   something   of   that 
If  they  promised  the  pensions  the 
iment  might   even  agree  to    the 
ing  of  the  Irish  language,  and  in  that 
in  another  session,  and,  perhaps,  in 
rw   Parliament,  they  might  get  what  j 
^ranted.     His  own  view  was  entirely  i 
•^ttlBt  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  and  he  I 
glit  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that ! 
avernment  had  not  determined  to  | 
forward   a   comprehensive    reform 
le  system  now  in  force.  I 

! 

LH.  LECKY  (Dublin  University):! 
Br  an  exceedingly  long  and  full  in- 1 
at  which  all  creeds  and  classes  in 
*land  were  heard,  the  members  of  the 
K^ermediate  Board,  among  whom  were 
^S^chbishop  Walsh  and  the  Provost  of 
^^^Hnity  College,  came  to  a  unanimous 
Delusion  on  this  matter,  and  I  believe 
this  scheme  was  drawn  up  by  the 
^  Ottoman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Dublin 
^  >*nd  the  representatives  of  the  Church  of 
^  Ireland  and  the  Presbyterian  Church.  I 
S^  <k>  not  suppose  that  anyone  imagines 
fe.  that  the  Intermediate  system  in 
Jreland  is,  or  ever  will  be,  a  perfectly 
ideal  one  under  existing  conditions. 
In  working  an  united  system  of  three 
«reeds  we  must  look  not  only  to  questions 
of  efficiency,  but  quite  as  much  to  ques- 
tions of  religion.  We  must  oftentimes 
duplicate  officials,  not  because  they  are 
wanted,  but  because  they  belong  to  differ- 
ent creeds.  Examinersjmust  be  changed 
<orer  and  over  again  for  the  same  reason, 
.and  under  these  circumstances  you  will 
never  get  an  ideal  system.  All  classes  in 
Ireland  are  agreed  that  the  system  of  pay- 
ment by  results,  which  some  years  ago  was 
popular,  has  been  carried  to  an  extent 
which  is  extremely  injurious  to  the  best 
schools  of  Ireland,  and  the  real  point  in  this 
Bill  is  to  substitute  payment  after  inspec- 
tion to  a  great  (extent  for  payment  by 


results.  The  three  most  eminent  members 
of  the  three  different  creeds  in  Ireland  are 
all  agreed  that  this  very  important  change 
is  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  children  for 
whom  this  intermediate  system  is  intended, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  these  proposals, 
having  been  received  with  complete 
harmony  in  Ireland  by  members  of 
different  creeds,  will  not  be  obstructed  or 
opposed  by  hon.  Members,  and  that  this 
piece  of  good  work  for  Ireland  may  be 
carried  into  effect  during  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  confess  I 
hold  what  I  know  to  be  a  somewhat 
extreme  view  on  this  question.  I  go  so 
far  as  to  differ  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  in  what  he  says  as  regards  the 
effect  that  has  been  produced  by  the 
results  system  in  Ireland.  I  am  a  bigot 
on  this  subject,  I  admit.  I  believe, 
although  it  is  a  deplorable  thing  to  have 
to  say,  that  intermediate  education  in 
Ireland  is  worse  to-day  than  it  was  fifty 
years  ago.  I  do  not  expect  any  Irishman 
to  agree  with  me,  but  1  do  believe  that 
we  have  been  going  backwards.  I  believe 
our  fathers  had  better  schools  in  Ireland 
than  we  have  at  the  present  time.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dublin  University,  whose  authority  on 
these  matters  is  great,  and  who,  whenever 
he  devotes  himself  to  a  speech  on  educa- 
tion or  literature,  is  always  listened  to  by 
hon.  Members  on  these  benches  with  the 
respect  and  interest  he  deserves,  drew  in 
his  speech  a  most  melancholy  picture  of 
the  state  of  Irish  education.  He  seems 
to  accept  it  as  inevitable  that  Ireland 
should  for  all  futurity  be  condemned  to 
the  miserable  circumstances  which  have 
placed  the  education  of  that  country  in  a 
deplorable  position.  He  said  practically 
that  all  the  evils  connected  with  education 
in  Ireland  arose  from  a  conflict  of  religions 
and  the  rival  claims  of  different  persua- 
sions. I  will  tell  the  House  what  has 
been  the  root,  in  my  judgment,  of  the 
unsatisfactory  position  of  the  intermediate 
and  every  other  system  of  education  in 
Ireland.  It  is  that  when  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act  was  passed  in  1878  no  man 
ever  thoujght  for  a  single  moment  of  con- 
sidering it  from  an  educational  point  of 
view.  The  Bill  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Government  and  by  the  House,  as  all  Irish 
educational  questions  are  dealt  with,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  rival  factions  in  Ire- 
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(Irehwi)  M. 
DILLON :  Then  I  4i 


there  is  no  object  in  introducing  the  Bill ! 
except  to  carry  out  these  recommenda-  j 
tions.  i 


mendations    of    the   Board  in    its    own 

Report,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  would  j  this  Board  has  placed  the  Irak 
be  clearly  in  order  in  discussing  the  |  upon  the  plane  of  French  and 
nature  of  the  recommendations,  because  ,  that  .g  ^  ^  Qn  the  ^^ 

tongue ;  and  I  think  upon  tint 
are  not  justified  in  trusting  the 
;  future.  I  now  turn  to  one  pat 
*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member  is  j  out  of  it  which,  I  think,  is 
entitled  to  advance  arguments  to  show  j  order.  This  Bill  proposes,  IS 
that  the  Board  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  \  ClaU8e  2  a  certain  method  hxni 
with  larger  powers,  but  he  is  going  far!  ^^:^^^f^J^f^  * 
beyond  that.      It  is  irregular  to  antici- '  ""*  """  *      -«■—  «• 

pate  what  the  regulations  as  to  teaching 
Irish  may  turn  out  to  be,  and  so  to  discuss 
the  teaching  of  the  Irish  language  as  if  it 
were  the  substantial  question  before  the 
House. 


nothing  in  the  Bill  laying  dowr  & 
ditions  under  which  intermedial 
tion  is  to  be  conducted  in  Infl 
future,  but  it  is  perfectly  otosi] 
the  object  of  the  Bill  is  topbail 
hands  of  the  Board  the  jm 
alter  in  the  most  radksl  ■ 
the  whole  system  of  intermedial 
tion  in  Ireland.  I  am  in  hearty  in 
with  the  resolution,   but  I  thou 


Mr.  DILLON  :  The  point  which  I  was 
trying  to  address  to  the  House  was  this. 

In  the  past  history  of  the  Board   they  j  entitled  to  examine  the  machiwrri 
started    by  putting    the   Irish   language  \  to  carry  this  into  effect     The  H 
upon  the  same  level  as  French  and  Ger-  j 
man.     It  is  a  permissive  subject,  and  that  j 
is  the  policy  of  the  Board.     There  is  no  i 
compulsion  for  any  child  coming  into  an 
Irish  school  to  learn  the  Irish  tongue. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  is  going  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
Bill. 


scribes  that  it  should  be  effected  k: 

which  shall  lie  on  the  Table  of  the! 

for  forty  days.     I  say  that  the  na 

education  under  these  new  roles  f 

illusory  and  absurd,  and  early  nem 

|  — for  the  rules  will  not  be  out  tfci 

;  —we  ought  to  get  a  pledge  tbi 

I  will  be  given  to  discuss  the  new 

'■  when  all  these  matters,  which  are  1 

'  our  people,  ought  to  be  fairly  m 

Ar       mrimT      n,,  T  t   -w  v        I  dlSCUSSed.  I     Will     put     the    B 

Mr.  DILLON :  Then  I  fail  to  see  what  i  Httle  further>  and  T  WOuldaskthe< 
we  are  to  discuss  on  this  Bill,  and  I  shall  i  ment   to  make  this  departure: 
be  much  obliged  if  the  Chief  Secretary  or  "  ask   them   to  place   upon  the  E 
somebody  else  will  explain  to  us.     This  is 
a  Bill  to  give  large  powers  to  the  Board. 
If   we   are   not  entitled  to  criticise   the 
Board  or  to  discuss  the  uses  which  they 
have    made    of    the   powers    that    they 
already  have,  how  are  we  to  discuss  the 
question  at  all  1    Am  I  not  allowed  to  go 
into  the  history   and   tell  the  House  the 
uses  they  have  made  of  those  powers  they 
already  have  1 


some  Vote — I  care  not  how  m 

or  £100  a  year — by  way  of  a 

aid  towards  this  matter,  so  that 

wo  may,  from  year  to  year,  ha* 

to  discuss    the    system    of  into 

education  in  Ireland,  as  we  n< 

right  to  discuss  primary  educ 

think  that  is  only   reasonable 

governed  by  a  Board  over  whic 

no  control,  and  upon  which  the 

Ireland  are  only  represented 

minority. 

♦Mr. -SPEAKER:  I  have  said  that  the 

hon.  Member  is  entitled  to  show  that  the  ^jR  RENTOUL  /Down  F 
Board  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with  that  when  the  hon  Qmamma 
large  powers,  but  the  hon.  Member  is  not  j  himS(jlf  M  a  w  on.  thu  B 
entitled,  because  there  ie  a  particular  i  hardl  doi ng  him8elf  .  ^ 
subject  with  which  the  Hoard  will  have  ■,,.,.  ,  .  ./xr  ^  J  „ 
to  deal  in  the  regulations,  to  treat  that :  bablllt*  hls  (Mp-  KenttwTi)  m 
subject  as  a  topic  for  general  discussion  ;  cation  led  him   to  take  a  viei 


upon  this  Bill. 
Mr.  Dillon. 


subject  which  would    not   be 
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had  not  given  the  same  study 
science.  While  the  Commission 
g  to  inquire  into  this  matter, 
man  of  great  eminence  wrote  to 
nber  of  his  professional  brethren 
and  Dublin  upon  the  question, 
ed  from  all  a  reply  which  spoke 
of  the  terrible  evil  that  was 
irmediate  education  in  Ireland, 
ers  were  far  more  important  to 

than  any  evidence  that  was 
ore  the  Commission,  and  why 
3  not  published  in  any  news- 
did  not  know.  It  was  from  the 
)int  of  view  that  this  Bill  ought 
idered,  and  therefore  he  could 
with  the  first  of  the  three  pro- 
aid  down  by  the  hon.  Member 
•ford.  The  hon.  Member  said 
pstcm  of  intermediate  education 
been  in  vogue  since  1879  had 
ced  good  No  doubt  the  hon. 
i  spoke  from  his  own  experience; 
ion.  Gentlemen  compare  their 
3  with  his.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
remark  was  that  boys  work  with 
liduity ;  that  he  emphatically  and 
lenied.  In  the  schools  before 
fore  this  system  of  intermediate 
was  started — the  assiduity  of  the 
just  as  great  as  a  I  the  present 
)  had  been  a  pupil  at  four  Irish 
id  had  once  had  opportunities 
i  many  in  connection  with  prize 
>ns,  and  he  had  taken  a  great 
i  this  subject.  Bribery  with  re- 
Iucation — and  he  regarded  these 
1  scholarships  as  bribery — had 
Mint  in  Ireland  since  1879.  It 
e  bribery  and  prostituting  edu- 
id  dragging  it  down  from  the 
[  on  which  it  ought  to  stand, 
ration  of  the  intellect  ought  to 
t  in  importance  to  the  cultiva- 
te soul,  though  it  required  a 
aetaphysician    than  himself  to 

the  one  ended  and  the  other 
d  he  almost  despaired  when 
id  fraud  were  so  rampant.  They 
icst  as  well  offer  bribes  to  people 

to  their  religious  duties.  The 
iber  then  said  that  the  standard 
Dii  had  been  raised,  and  there, 
>  experience   did    not   coincide 

of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  As  a 
ould  point  out  that  the  inter- 
schools,  both   before  and   since 

been  preparing  students  for  the 

colleges,  but,  so  far  as  he  could 
b     standard     of     examination 
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necessary  to  obtain  a  scholarship  in  the 
three  Queen's  colleges  had  not  improved. 
The  standard  of  education  had  not  been 
improved  at  all.  If  the  standard  had 
been  raised  in  the  intermediate  schools, 
clearly  the  standard  in  the  university 
colleges  must  have  risen  too.  Some  hon. 
Gentlemen  only  smiled,  and  that  was 
because  they  did  not  approve  of  the 
Queen's  colleges,  but  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question.  The  point  was 
that  so  long  as.  students  came  into  the 
colleges  from  these  schools  the  colleges 
were  the  test  of  the  work  done  in  the 
schools.  He  found  on  looking  over  the 
list  that  Queen's  College,  Galway,  had 
the  honour  of  having  more  Members  in 
that  House  than  any  other  university 
college  in  the  United  Kingdom  except 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  that  being  so 
the  scholarships  of  that  college  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  test  in  the  matter.  Then 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  that 
education  by  this  intermediate  system  was 
being  extended  to  the  poor.  Again  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, before  he  repeated  that  statement, 
to  investigate  and  find  out  whether 
there  were  more  students  now 
going  on  to  university  education  than 
before  1879 — whether,  in  fact,  the 
number  had  increased,  and  whether  inter- 
mediate education  had  done  anything  in 
that  direction.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  said  that  the  system  had 
many  grave  defects.  There  he  agreed 
with  him  at  once.  He  listened  with  great 
attention  and  took  great  pains  to  hear 
what  the  many  defects  were,  in  order  to 
treasure  them  as  the  result  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  experience  of  the 
subject.  As  far  as  he  could  gather,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  stopped  with 
one  of  the  grave  defects,  and  that  was 
with  reference  to  the  seven  gentlemen 
who  formed  the  Board.  The  grave  defect 
there,  in  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's mind,  seemed  to  be  that  four 
members  were  Protestants  and  three  were 
Catholics. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  That  is  a 
most  unfair  statement.  I  only  alluded  to 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  in  passing. 
The  real  defect  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  to  which  I  drew  attention  was 
that  it  was  irresponsible  and  had  net 
associated  with  it,  as  have  other  similar 

T  2 


<>11        Intermediate  Munition        {COMMONS} 


(Ireland)  M 


Boards  elsewhere,  anything  in  the  nature  . 
of  a  consultative  council. 

Mr.  RENTOUL  said  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely sorry  to  say  anything  unfair  to 
the  hon.  and  learned   Member,  but  that 
was  how  the  matter  struck  him.     He  did  , 
not  gather  any  other  objection.     He  now  : 
came  to    the   recommendations    of    the  : 
Commission,  and  he  might  refer  just  in  a 
sentence   in  passing  to  the   question   of  : 
teaching  the  Irish  language.     He  thought 
that    instead  of    letting   children    waste  i 
their  time  in  learning  Irish  it  would  be  : 
better  to  let  them  learn  French  and  Ger-  j 
man,  or  something  that  would  do  them  j 
some   good.     As  for  the  statement  that  ; 
the   teaching  of  Irish  was   desirable   on  j 
account  of  its  necessity  in  the  investiga- : 
tion   of    old   documents,    surely   it   was  j 
rather  trifling  with  a  serious  debate   to  j 
put  such  an  argument  forward.     There  j 
were  not  three  of  the  Irish  Members  in  j 
that  House  who,  in  addressing  their  con- , 
stituents,  could   speak    fifteen  words  of  j 
Irish.     [Several  Hon.    Members  :    It  is 
not     true.]       Hon.    Members    said    the  | 
statement     was    not  true.      He    always  \ 
liked      things      to      be      brought       at  ] 
once     to     the     test.       His     test      was  j 
this.      Let   hon.    Members    representing  j 
Irish  constituencies   who  did    speak  the  ; 
Irish  language  write  letters  to  the  news- ; 
papers  in  the  Irish  language  contradict-  j 
ing  the  statement.     A  statement  of  that  :. 
sort  made  across  the  floor  of  the  House  j 
did  not  mean  much,  and  recoiled  upon  the  : 
gentlemen  who  made  it.     He  recalled  to  ■ 
the   recollection   of   hon.    Members    the  ! 
statement  made  only  a  few  weeks  ago  by  : 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  as  to  the  inutility  : 
of  trying   to   learn   the  Irish   language.  , 
As  regarded  the  Commission,  one  recom- 
mendation   was    certainly     of     extreme 
value.     He  referred  to  the  rocommenda- 
tion   with   regard   to    having  a   modern 
school    course    and    a    grammar   school 
course.     The   hon.    Member    for    North 
Louth  had  said  he  did  not  see  very  much 
objection   to   cramming.     He  could   not 
help    thinking   that   the    hon.    Member 
must  attach  a  different  meaning  to  the 
word  from  that   which  was  usual.     The 
word  education  meant  the  drawing  out  of 
the  mental  powers,  but    cramming   was 
the  very  opposite.     What  did  they  mean 
by  cramming  as  understood  technically  in 

Jf}'.  John  HnJimmd. 


schools?    They  meant  thate 

were    prepared,    and    that 

swallowed.      A  portion  of 

taken,  and  a  few  questions  ia| 

up  and  tabulated  with  the  uuvqI 

pupils,  without  understanding  tkyj 

of  the  matter  at  all,  had  to  e 

questions  and  answers  tomenmj 

knew  that  was  the  waypn 

done    by   cramming.      The 

applied  to  languages.   In  conned*! 

Latin  or  Greek,  for  example.  «na J 

words,    very    odd   forms  of 

were  picked  out.       They  wererf 

little  value  to  the  scholar,  ktthrj 

generally  picked  out  as  catches.  d\ 

down  in  the  examination  paps. " 

ence  was  made  in  the  debate  by  tkl| 

and   learned   Member  to  the 

teaching  and  examining,  in  moinl 

guages.     Anything  more  futile  tki 

system  of  teaching  could  not  he  up 

It  was  a  fact  that   the  pupils  i« 

allowed  to  pronounce  the  word  it  4 

the  attempt  to  pronounce  the  wonli 

have  an  evil  effect  on  their  spelling. 

was  cramming.     He  advised  the  In 

learned  Member  to  look  into  them 

of  the  word  cramming.      It  to  i 

which  was  perfectly  well-known  it  ti 

cational  world.     When  a  tutor  wi 

employed  at  present  to  prepare 

privately  for  the  intermediate  « 

had  known  the  question  asked, ' 

good  crammer  1  *'     They   all  kn 

cramming  was  a  means  of  stun 

dwarfing  the  intellect.     If  any  on 

to    encourage    cramming    then 

better  means  by  which  it  could 

than  by  the  intermediate  systen 

existed  hitherto.      Many"  Iris! 

!  sidered  that  it  would   haTO  beei 

:  not  a  single  farthing  had  beei 

'  intermediate   education   since 

,  that  a  vast  number  of  shattere 

tions  and  early  graves  were  th< 

j  the   system.     !Now   a  change 

made,    but    it.   was    inipossib 

:  whether  it  would   be    one   at< 

:  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  th< 

for   Dublin    University     said 

woidd  be  made  by  very  able  j 

they  did  not  know  what  the  r 

be.      It  was  said  that    a  Rep 

be  laid  on  the  Table,  and  that  t 

have    time   to   considor  and   d 

rules..     They  might   be    discu 

twelve   o'clock,,  and,    of    conn 

discussion  took  place  then  the 

ywmhility  of  teaching  the  con 
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iost  important  Bills  which 
j  this  Parliament.  To  say 
>rs  of  the  Board  were  well 
entious  men  who  would  do 
o  forth,  did  not  meet  the 
t  the  Government  of  1879 
)us  to  leave  on  the  Statute- 
at  they  themselves  would 
ter wards  ;  but  it  seemed  to 
zt  was  worse  than  useless. 
:hing   more  deplorable  in 

to  be  perpetually  chang- 
em.  They  must  give 
to  grow  before  they 
)  by  the  roots.  He 
vour  of  the  proposal  pre- 
Bill ;  he  would  rather  see 
»ostponed,  or  the  Commis- 
i  to  exercise  whatever 
now  possessed  at  their 
lout  the  Bill,  than  that 
er  should  be  shelved,  as  it 
lis  Bill  was  passed,  for  a 
>le  time.  The  hon.  Mem- 
Jayo  had,  as  usual,  made 
to  make  some  reference  to 
It  was,  however,  rather 
at  he  did  not  look  more 
3  result  of  his  argument, 
hy  is  not  this  matter  left 
rid  the  different  denomin- 
\  the  Irish  to  manage  their 
But  that  was  exactly  what 
the   Intermediate    Board. 

Board  was  composed  of 
n,  every  one  of  whom  was 
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J  Mr.  RENTOUL:  This  Intermediate 
i  Education  Board  is  responsible  to  this 
I  House.  ["  No."]  Then  what  does  this  Bill 
I  mean  ? 


N  :  Nominated  by  Dublin 


OUL:  What  does  that 
vero  seven  men  of  great  dis- 
hat  did  it  matter  if  they 
I  by  Dublin  Castle,  so  long 
ten  were  nominated?      If 

a  Home  Rule  Parliament 
r  would  in  all  probability 
1  these  very  men.     There 

them  who  could  possibly 
ctionable  to  such  a  Parlia- 


tf  explained  that  his  point 
)ever  was  nominated  or 
be  responsible  to  a  body 
le  people. 


i      Mr.  DILLON :  It  is  not  responsible. 
|  Ask  the  Chief  Secretary. 

I 

i      Mr.  RENTOUL  contended  that  if  the 

'  House  had  power  to  disestablish  the 
i  Board  at  any  moment,  to  take  away  its 
!  emoluments,  and  to  change  its  functions, 
surely  the  Board  must  be  responsible  to 
,  the  House.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
,  Mayo  was  therefore  only  weakening  his 
i  argument  by  bringing  in  Home  Rule  by 
;  such  a  side  wind.  It  would  be  fair 
i  enough  to  say  that  these  seven  gentle- 
I  men,  having  acted  on  a  system  for 
'  twenty  years,  had  become  more  or  less 
|  wedded  to  that  system 

i 

I      Mr.  DILLON  :  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt, 

but  I  do  not  want  to  be   misrepresented 

as  to  my  attitude  towards  these  gentle- 

I  men.     These  gentlemen  have  acted  on  a 

i  system    imposed    upon    them     by     this 

!  House.      They  are  not  wedded   to  that 

I  system,   because   they  are  J&ow  seeking 

i  power  to  depart  from  it.     The  hon.  and 

j  learned  Gentleman  is  therefore  misrepre- 

I  senting  me  in  this  matter.     What  I  was 

J  trying  to  bring  out  were  the  evil  results 

j  of  not  having  some  administrative  body 

I  conducting  the  education  of  the  country 

responsible  to  public  opinion  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  RENTOUL  would  not  willingly 
j  misrepresent  the  hon.  Member,  but  that 
|  was  how   he   understood  his  argument. 
|  The  position  taken  by  the  hon.  Member 
|  for  Waterford  in  support  of  the  Bill  was 
not  one  in  which  he  would  be  backed  by 
the  public  generally.     The  question  was 
whether  this  large  grant  of  money  was 
well  or  ill  spent.     Opinion  upon  that  sub- 
ject  varied    along  a  considerable    line. 
Some  people  held  that  the  Intermediate 
Grant  had  been  the  greatest  educational 
curse  of  any  land  or  age.     That  was  one 
extreme.     The  other  was  that  the  grant 
had  been  the  greatest  possible   boon  to 
the  people  of  Ireland.     Moderate  people, 
however,  who  had  studied  the  matter  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  grant  as  at 
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present  administered  was  of  no  value  to 
the  country,  ami  that  a  complete  and 
drastic  change  was  needed.  The  question 
was,  would  that  change  be  made  by  the 
Report  which  would  he  laid  on  the  Table  ! 
And  it  it  was  not,  would  there  l»e  any 
opportunity  in  which  the  matter  could 
he  fully  discussed,  so  that  something 
might  he  done  which  would  be  of  perma- 
nent value  to  the  country  ? 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  t Tyrone,  X.) : 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  at  any  length, 
hut  I  must  express  my  agreement  with 
one  observation,  and  only  one,  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  North  Louth.     I 
believe  this  is  one  of  the  mo<t  important 
Bills   that    has    1h.vii    introduced  by  the 
present    Government   or  could  i»e   intro- 
duced by  any  Government.       It  is  a  Bill 
which  will  materially  affect  the  education 
of  the  youth   of    Ireland  oi    every  class 
and   denomination :    and  anything    that 
controls  and  affects  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  a  country  determines  more  than 
anything  else  can  do  the  future  destiny 
of  that    country.       I    have  been  a  close 
observer   of    the   working  of   the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act,  living  as  I  have 
done  in    Ireland  all  my  lite,  and  being 
brought    into  eotttact    with   youths  who 
took    advantage   of    the   Act    and   with 
youths    who    were   educated   Wore   the 
intermediate  system  came  into  operation. 
The  result  of  my  experience  is  that   the 
Intermediate  Education   Ac:  was.  on  the 
u  hole,  a  benefit    to   Ireknd.     It  was  not 
an     unmixed     boon,     V:;:    ::     was    very 
tar    from    Iving    ar.    ;;r.::v!xed    evil.       1 
cannot     agree     with     thvse     who    think 
the    general    education    ::;    Ireland    has 
not    progressed    under   the    influence   of 
the  Imermeiiate  Education  Act  :  but  in 
saving  that    I    am    far   from   contending 
that   the  system  i>  not   capable  of  very 
gi va  l  n n  pr o \  e ! : i  e : ! : .     I  may  say  i  n  passi ng 
that   u   is  ivrtecily  \ain  :o  i-xwet   that 
youths   can     ;v    stimulated    :o    a   great 
amount  of  work  and,  cxevtiov.  unless  some 
species  of  pvi.*e  or  ;n.iuccu\c:it  is  held  out 
to   them       rhere   may    be   individuals  of 
Mich  \crv  suivnor  tcv.uv:vo.v.c:;t  and  con - 


average  of  human  nature.  Tbi 
not  merely  to  youths,  but  also : 
every  stage  of  life.     Themaj^n 
kind    are    striving    for   gar.*ii 
ribbons,  or  decorations,  and  :>ri 
go  great  risks  and  penis  in  ttn 
struggle.     I    have  often  hwri  3  j 
with  regard  to  examinations  of  it 
u  Oh,  what  a  desperate  system  1 
is!"'     Cramming    may   be  aWl 
cramming  really  is  nothing  be: 
yourself  night  and  day  to  ceruiEs 
of  study  which  are  set  before  j^m 
wards,  when  you  are  subjected 
nation,  the  result  of  that  toiluij 
comes  forth,   and  the  indnstrioa;  v 
singled  out  from  the  idle  boy. 


Mk.    REXTOUL: 
cramming  means. 


Ntitntio".  j 

ol  >uid\  a 
materia*,  v 
them        IV 

e\Cel»*;  W, 


iU|vv'.o: 
> under 
Arnold. 


m  react 
l«  raceme 
;t  MU-h 
iV.d    \ux 


t:*.e  p\i 

■.t  iv.:^ 
are  the 
must 


of  the  ee le- 
er the  arena 
without  any 
-.eld  out  to 
few  and  the 
its'ato  for  the 


That  is  vein 


♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL:  Wevl 
dispute  about  words.  I  do  not  2 
stand  cramming  to  mean  anything  c 
out  of  a  man,  nor  do  I  understand  < 
tion  to  mean  anything  drawn  «n 
man.  If  that  were  so,  what  wouid 
use  of  education,  the  object  ot  ei 
being  to  improve  the  intellect  a 
nvrah-  which  are  essentially  houn 
the  man  1  But  to  come  to  the  B 
After  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Me 
Waterfortl  I  should  be  very  sorr 
to  throw  any  difficulty  in  the  wj 
Second  Heading,  but  whether  the 
l>e  a  good  or  a  bad  Eill  depe 
gether  upon  the  rules  which  j 
under  it.  I  myself  would  have 
that  it  was  postponed  ;  I  wouli 
have  seen  it  brought  in  as  a  ■ 
great  scheme  regulating  the  enti: 
of  the  education  of  Ireland.  T 
system  requires  overhauling.  Th 
a  step  towards  reaching  a  systen 
cation  which  is  so  much  wanted  ir 
and  on  which  the  prosperity 
country  so  much  depends.  If 
are  framed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
equal  advantages  to  all  classe 
community,  and  if  the  House  has 
opportunity  for  discussing  and  i 
those  rules,  I  see  in  this  Bill  th 
of  what  may  turn  out  to  !>e  a  ve 
measure,  and  in  that  view- 
support  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  CLAVCY  (Dublin  Coui 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
Down  said  that  he  did  not   kn 
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ne  going  to  be  made   by    the 
ioners  if  this  Bill  passed.     If  I 
Mk   a    similar  state  of  ignorance  I 
▼ote  against  the  Second  Reading 
"measure ;  but  I  wish  to  state  in  the 
of    the    Government    what    I 
td  to  be  the  actual  state  of  the 
The  Bill  in  its  present  form  would 
the  Intermediate  Board  to  make 
"rales  they  liked  at    any  time    in 
to  the  duties  they  have  to  per- 
To  that  proposition  I  offer  the 
possible  opposition.     The  hon. 
for  Waterford  stated,  however, 
the    Government    had    agreed    to 
an  Amendment  limiting  the  power 
Commissioners  to  make  rules  on 
lines  of  the   recommendations  con- 
in  their  Report.     That  being  so, 
4ure  not    in    ignorance  of  what   the 
lissioners    are    going  to  do.     We 
not  know    exactly  what  they  are 
to  do,  but   we  do  know  the  main 
upon  which  their  work  will  proceed. 
I    am   wrong  in    that,    I    will   vote 
the      Second     Reading,      but 
orwise      I      shall       vote       for     it. 
1 7      have      no     hesitation      in      saying 
^Bt  if  any  rule  is  made  contravening  the 
Jteeral  recommendations  of  the  Report 
ot'irill  be  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of 

&j  Government  and  of  the  Commis- 
^  ners.  If,  however,  as  the  right  hon. 
^  jjkentleman  has  indicated,  it  will  be  abso- 
JL  jnte'y  illegal  to  make  any  rubs  contrary 
^  "to  those  recommendations,  I  have  the 
j^lfcrongest  reason  for  supporting  the  Bill, 
^*  because  I  approve  of  those  recommenda- 
^5*ion8.  I  think  there  is  no  diffeience  of 
^opinion  on  that  point.  Nobody,  except 
"  •*■  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
^'  Louth,  and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  has 
defended  cramming,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  either  of  those  two  Gentlemen  would 
defend  cramming  properly  understood. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL :  I  do  not  de 
fend  cramming.  I  gave  a  definition  of 
what  I  understood  cramming  to  mean. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  does  not  defend  the 
system  by  which  at  present  subjects  of  com- 
paratively little  use  are  taught,  and  he 
does  not  defend  the  physical  injuries  re- 
sulting from  overwork  in  connection  with 
examinations.     Nobody  in  the  House  de- 


* 


fends  those  things,  and  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Report  go  to  remedy  those 
defects,  and  when  I  know  that  the  Bill 
will  simply  enable  those  recommendations 
to  be  carried  out  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
supporting  the  Second  Reading. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  N.) 
cordially  agreed  with  nearly  all  that  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford,  understanding  that  all  that  was 
intended  was  to  give  the  Board  power  to 
carry  out  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tions of  the  excellent  Commission  that 
took  so  much  evidence  in  connection  with 
intermediate  education.  He  looked  with 
a  certain  amount  of  fear  upon  the 
tremendous  power  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  inspectors  to  say  whether  or  not  the 
quality  of  the  teaching  given  by  a  par- 
ticular teacher  was  efficient.  He  freely 
admitted  that  if  any  consultative  system 
could  be  married  to  the  existing  system, 
if  the  Commissioners  could  come  down 
more  immediately  to  the  parties  who 
were  to  be  educated,  if  they  could  see 
more  to  the  detail  of  the  work,  if  they 
could  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  the 
teachers  and  thoroughly  understand  the 
educational  work  from  that  point  of  view, 
a  very  great  advance  would  be  made,  and 
he  hoped  the  day  was  not  very  far  distant 
when  that  would  be  done,  and  there 
would  be  a  union  or  fusion  between 
the  governing  body  of  the  Education 
Department  in  Dublin  and  the  general 
working  body  in  the  particular  districts. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  vexed 
question  of  the  Irish  language.  He  was 
in  favour  of  it  being  taught,  but 
it  must  be  subsidiary  to  the  language 
which  would  enable  the  youth  of 
the  country  to  compete  in  the 
struggle  of  life.  Care  must  be  taken  that 
the  education  given  did  not  in  any  way 
interfere  with  the  broadening  of  the 
horizon  of  the  youth  of  the  country.  By 
teaching  them  Irish  only,  the  sphere  of 
their  labour  would  be  circumscribed  ;  but 
if  the  language  were  taught  as  Latin  was 
taught — as  a  means  of  understanding  the 
records  of  the  country  and  the  beauties 
of  its  literature — it  was  desirable  that 
every  Irishman  should  have  a  smattering 
of  his  own  language.  Higher  marks, 
however,  must  not  be  given  for  Irish,  and 
lower  marks  for  Euclid  or  for  French  or 
German 
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♦Mr.  SPEAKER  drew  the  attention  of 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
now  getting  into  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  Irish  language.    . 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  thereupon 
concluded  his  remarks  by  saying  that  he 
supported  the  Bill,  believing  that  the 
rules  to  be  made  would  be  rules  to  carry 
out  the  unanimous  recommendations  of 
one  of  the  best  Commissions  which  had 
ever  sat  upon  this  question  in  Ireland. 
As  the  Bill  merely  empowered  the  Board 
to  give  effect  to  those  recommendations, 
he  thought  it  was  a  measure  which  should 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin,  Har- 
bour) :  While  I  quite  agree  that  the 
promised  acceptance  of  the  suggested 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  has  com- 
pletely changed  our  attitude  towards  this 
Bill,  I  think  it  is  nevertheless  our  duty 
to  protest  against  this  system  of  treating 
so  important  a  question  as  the  education 
of  the  Irish  people  by  a  Bill  which  on  its 
face  really  discloses  none  of  its  main 
features,  as  such  a  measure  should  do 
under  the  circumstances.  It  is  a  very 
deplorable  thing  that  when  a  Bill  was 
being  introduced  the  rules  in  accordance 
with  the  Report  should  not  have  been 
presented  to  the  House.  I  also  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Down 
that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  we 
s  hould  enter  upon  a  system  of  education 
as  an  experiment,  and  that  after  a  year 
or  two  the  whole  system  should  be  com- 
pletely changed  again.  As  the  whole 
value  of  the  Bill  depends  upon  the  rules 
which  will  be  made  under  it,  it  is  an  ex- 
traordinary thing  that  we  are  precluded 
from  considering  those  rules  in  the 
present  debate,  and  that  we  should 
be  precluded  in  all  future  debates 
from  considering  this  entire  question 
of  the  system  of  education  in  Ireland. 
This  Bill  enables  the  Commissioners  to  do 
a  certain  thing,  and  but  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford, 
which  has  been  accepted,  we  should  have 
been  hopelessly  in  the  dark,  and  we  should 
have  had  no  future  opportunity  of  review- 
ing the  system  set  up  by  the  new  rules.  I 
quite  agree  in  the  general  condemnation 
of  the  system  of  intermediate  education 
as  practised  up  to  the  present  time,  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  cannot  go  to  the  whole 


extent  of  entirely  condemning  a 
system.      I   believe  a  judiaai 
should  combine  both  the 
individual  pupil  and  the  stnm 
efficiency  of    the  school  as  a 
could  not  go  at  all  with  the  ha.1 
for  East  Down  in  condemning  h 
lising  the  giving  of  prizes  as  t  u 
study.     I  think  the  hon.  Memberi 
too  far,  and  I  do  hope  thtt,  in  i 
which  are  to  be  adopted,  the  _ 
ciency  of  the  schools  will  be  very 
considered,  while  at  the  same  naci 
should  be  found  of   inducing 
pupils  to  strike  out  to  obtain  tboti 
of  distinction  which,  after  all, 
been  injurious  to  the  result  sna 
think  when  this  House  gives  its  m 
to  these  new  rules  we  should  hani 
means  of  ascertaining  whetherttai 
is  suitable  to  the  country  or  wt;  i 
though  I  am  prepared  to  support 
Second  Reading  upon  the  prank  i 
has  been  given,  I  do  protest  agnail 
system  of  introducing  a  complete  cai 
in  the  system  in  the  manner  wmckl 
been  adopted,  for  it  commits  the  ft 
to  rules  without  our  knowing  exaaki 
those  rules  are. 


Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E):  li 
it  is  very  unfortunate  that  these 
were  not  presented  along  with  the! 
understand  that  the  Government, 
not  in  a  po  sition  to  state  the  exac 
have  pledged  themselves  that  the 
shall  be  laid  out  on  the  main  1 
the  recommendations  of  the  Comi 
and  that  promise  meets  our  v 
think,  however,  that  it  is  scandal 
we  are  asked  to  pass  a  Bill  of  thi 
tance  in  this  way.  We  hope  a 
opportunity  will  be  given  by  the 
ment  to  discuss  this  question,  i 
midnight,  but  at  a  proper  and  r 
hour.  As  far  as  educational  m 
Ireland  are  concerned,  owing  to 
in  which  the  Irish  Estimates  are ; 
we  never  have  an  opportunity  of  c 
the  educational  policy  of  the  Go? 
In  my  district  1  may  say  that  th 
disappointment  will  be  evinced  ai 
in  which  this  subject  has  been  di 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Pa1 
have  no  intention  of  delaj'ing  th 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  a  si 
this    importance    deserves     the 
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of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
1  of  the  people  is  really  the  most 
t  subject  that  could  engage  the 
i  of  the  legislature  at  the  present 
If  hat  do  we  see  when  we  look 
to  other  countries,  such  as  the 
States,  Germany,  or  France,  or 
r  great  legislative  bodies  ?  Can 
aber  of  this  House  imagine  that 
t   of  this   importance   would  be 

in    by   such    a    skeleton    Bill, 

us  to  principles  of  this  kind,  in 
le  Parliaments  in  the  countries  I 
ided  to  ?  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
ail,  but  as  an  Irish  Member  I 
against  this  system,  for  it  is  not 
a  great  subject  with  that 
l  which  it  deserves.  This 
of      intermediate      education 

which  requires  immense  care 
Mite  by  trained  educationists. 
3t  a  Bill  like  this  to  be  accepted 
ly  without  debate  is  not  treating 
illy  this  great  subject  of  educa- 

think  the  Bill  ought  to  contain 
ig  more  than  the  carrying  out  of 
nmendations  of  this  Commission, 
ional  Board  of  Education  should 
instituted  as  it  is  at  present,  for 
illy  an  irresponsible  nominated 
ith  extraordinary  and  extensive 
of  expending  money  which  is 
ted  by  the  ratepayers,  who  have 
rol  whatever  over  that  expendi- 
s  a  taxpayer  and  as  a  representa- 

the  city  of  Dublin,  I  object 
to  that  principle.  I  say  that  the 
lould  have  some  control  over  the 

National  Education,  who  really 
he  whole  system  of  education  in 
It  may  be  alleged  that  the 
:  Commons  has  a  certain  control 
3  expenditure.  I  deny  that,  he- 
wing to  the  way  the  Votes  are 
r  national  education,  the  question 

come  within  our  purview.  We 
opportunity  whatever  given 
:ontrolling  the  actions  of  these 
m,  and  the  result  is  that 
tq  a  system  of  so  -  called 
education  which  is  anti-Irish,  and 
nits  to  teach  the  principal  thing 

Irishman  ought  to  know.  The 
s;uage  is  not  taught,  and  I  have 
uested  to  ask  that  Irish  should 
t  in  every  national  school,  and 
ticularly  in  the  southern  districts 
d,  where  the  Irish  language  is 
ially  spoken.  I  cannot  under- 
y  the  Commission  omitted  any 


reference  to  a  matter  upon  which  there  is 
such  a  large  amount  of  popular  feeling  at 
the  present  time,  and  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  us  some  gleam 
of  hope  that  this  matter  will  receive  atten- 
tion. I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
Second  Heading,  but  I  do  so  very  un- 
willingly. I  say  that  the  manner  in 
which  education  in  Ireland  has  been 
carried  out  is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory, 
and  we  have  no  definite  guarantee  as  to 
what  improvement  is  going  to  take  place 
except  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee. These  recommendations  do  not 
satisfy  me,  for  I  think  the  Irish  people 
ought  to  have  some  control  over 
the  National  Board  of  Education,  and 
the  people  should  have  some  control 
over  the  funds  which  they  provide. 
They  have  neither  control  nor  influence 
under  this  Bill,  and  in  this  respect  it  is 
very  unsatisfactory.  I  have  no  intention 
of  further  delaying  the  House  except  to 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  to  give  a  favourable 
answer  to  the  request  which  has  been  put 
forward  in  regard  to  the  teaching  of  the 
Irish  language.  The  present  system  of 
intermediate  education  in  Ireland  has 
done  much  harm  to  the  rising  generation, 
because,  instead  of  being  given  a  useful  edu- 
cation, they  have  been  taught  something 
which  has  not  enabled  them  to  obtain 
employment,  and  the  system  has  been 
manufacturing  an  article  for  which  there 
was  no  demand.  Manual  instruction  has 
been  altogether  neglected,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  results  have  not  been  satis- 
factory. I  have  no  faith  in  the  system 
of  cramming.  There  was  no  inter- 
mediate system  where  I  was  educated, 
but  there  was  cramming,  and  I  confess 
the  result  was  that  I  forgot  all  about  the 
subject  in  a  very  few  weeks.  The 
system  of  cramming  is  altogether  wrong. 
There  is  one  other  matter  which  to  my 
mind  is  a  very  serious  defect.  Under  the 
present  system  the  smart  children  are 
taken  out  of  certain  schools  and  placed  in 
better  schools,  and  I  think  that  is  a  wrong 
system.  I  think  every  boy  and  girl 
ought  to  get  equality  of  treatment.  I 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
some  expression  of.  opinion  as  to  the 
constitution  of  this  Board  of  National 
Education,  which  I  trust  will  be  made 
responsible  to  somebody,  for  at  present 
they  are  responsible  to  nobody.  I  hope 
that  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to  the 
House  to  discuss  and  debate  these  rules 
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so  that  we  may  know  exactly  what  system  [  ming  depends  upon  the  kudoiqj 
of  education  is  to  he  introduced  in  Ireland  j  the  examiner  puts,  and  examiunV 
in  the  future.  Our  educational  system !  great  extent  prevent  or  mk:^ 
means  either  the  ruin  or  the  prosperity  of  j  istence  of  the  evils  of  crammiii  J 
the  country,  for  education  is  the  main  j  nature  of  the  questions  thevstt* If 
factor  in  progress,  and  a  more  important  I  it  would  be  a  great  misfortimcjii 
tiling  could  not  ho  discussed  in  this '  mediate  education  if  the  amni  j 
House.  The  question  is  non-political  and  .  which  has  hitherto  been  graniS 
non-sectarian,  and  every  man  must  he  ;  should  be  reduced.  Undootafri 
affected  hy  the  intellectual  progress  of  i  not  the  amount  of  these  fees  wdqU 
the  community  amongst  whom  he  resides,  j  been  given  to  the  masters  of  cuGt^f 

j  has  produced  the  success  inttcsj 

Mk.  J.  F.  X.   O'BRIEN   (Cork)   said  '  bl*  *  is  the  amount  given  to  k> 
,>,  '         ,    which   has    induced  them  to  wi 

Covernme.it  and  .  attel]tion  to  their  8tudies  tba&i 


that  the  refusal  of  the 


the  Education  Commissioners  to  give  to 
Ireland  the  bilingual  system  which  had 
bei'ii  given  to  Wales  was  an  infamous 
conspiracy  against  the  Irish  language. 
The  Government  and  the  Commissioners 
appeared  to  have  as  much  terror  of  the 
Irish  laugu-ige  as  they  would  have  if 
Mauser  Killes  were  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  people. 

Mr.  SHEE  (Waterfowl,  W.):  In  regard 
to  the  Amendment  which  .the  Govern- 
ment have  agreed  to  accept,  I  think  it 
will  be  very  necessary  for  us  to  first  get 
the  assent  of  the  Government  to  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  lion.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  in  reference  to  the  desirability 
of  giving  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  rules,  although  they  are 
restricted  to  the  recommendations  made 
by  the  Commissioners.  There  is  one  very 
important  pecuniary  question  which  may 
arise  in  regard  to  the  rules  which  are  to 
be  made.  Under  the  system  which  has 
hitherto  existed  the  amount  given  to 
masters  of  schools  and  colleges  for  results 
has  averaged  £">0.000  a  year,  while  the 
amount  given  to  students  as  prizes  has 
been  something  less  than  £1S,00U  a  year. 
It  should  be  quite  possible  in  making  the 
rules  to  reduce  to  a  much  smaller  propor- 
tion than  £18,000  the  amount  devoted  to 


J 


under  the  old  system  of  educatu 
existed  in  Ireland  before  the  Ic: 
Education  Act  was  passed.    I  heimi 
result  of  increased  grants  to  the 
would  have  a  tendency  to  inert* 
ming,  for  it  would  then  he  to  the 
tage  of  the  masters  to  prepare  a 
number  of  pupils,  and  so  prepare  i 
that  they  would  get  as  the  result  tf  1H1 
examination  a  very  large  proportion dBi 
result  fees.     The  recommendation* di^ J 
Committee  will  prevent  the  adorn 
a  general  pass  examination  and  tie p 
bility  of  cramming.  There  is  another 
t  ion  which  has  been  mentioned  asone 
evils  of  the  intermediate  system.  I 
lieve  that  there  is  real  ground  fatfcj 
assertion  that  there  has  oeen  orap] 
sure,     which     is    a    different  thing 
cramming.     Over-pressure  has  eximt| 
a  very  great  extent  in  the  interwfa' 
schools,   and  the  result  has  been  A**1 
great  many  pupils  have  been  pnraak 
ruined  in  sight  and  in  other  ways.  P«tt 
the  new    system  will    to    some  eUrt 
diminish  this  over-pressure.     I  think  Ai 
Government  ought  to  consent  to  the  m 
gestion   made  by   the  hon.  Member  i 
hist  Mayo  that  when  the  rules  have  hi 
drafted   and   laid   on    the   Table  <rf 
House   we    should   he   given  an  op 
tunity  of  discussing  them,    because  i 
possible,  with  the  very   wide  discn 
the   Commissioners   possess,    that 
prizes  for  competitors  in  the  class  exami- '  may  make  rules  which  would  be  ver 


nations  which  it  is  proposed  to  substitute. 
1  altogether  disagree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  view  that  intermediate 
system  has  resulted  Hi  cramming,  because 
anyone  who  knows  the  nature  of  the 
questions  set  in  examination  pipers 
could  not  possibly  make  this  mis 
take,  for  those  questions  could  not 
he  answered  effectively  by  anybody  who 
had  been  crammed.     The  effect  of  cram- 

Mr.  /v.  V. 


jectionable  to  the  people  mostb 
terested  in  the  system.  For  that  t 
I  think  the  House  ought  to  ha' 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  rules. 
also  very  desirable  that  every  ye 
House  should  have  an  opportunitv 
the  Estimates  of  discussing  the  qu 
of  intermediate  education,  and  of  d< 
for  the  public  benefit,  with  the  n 
in   which  the  Commissioners  cair 
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STAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
to  know  whether  the  super- 
posed in  Clause  3  was  to 
the  Irish  Church  Fund  or 
ley  set  aside  for  the  benefit 
e  education  in  Ireland. 


BALFOUR  :     From 
«]ducation  Fund. 


the 


tf AGHAN  :  Then  you   are 

money  set  aside  by  this 
cation,  and  you  are  handing 

certain  class  of  officials- 
is  granted  for  a  special  pur- 
are  devoting  it  now  for  a 
ly  different.     That  is  not  a 

Members  of  this  House 
s.  The  amount  of  money 
g  intermediate  education  is 
1  ready,  and  for  this  House  to 
large  portion  of  that  amount 
ivy  unfortunate  matter.  I 
'eminent  might  find  a  sum 
e  instead  of  putting  their 
be  fund  at  the  disposal  of 
ite  Commissioners.  I  have 
deal  about  cramming,  but  I 
'-hat  is  meant.  If  you  do  not 
e  promise  of  a  reward  to 
their  industry  and  perse- 
will  not  apply  themselves 
their  studies.  I  hope  the 
3  will  not  believe  that  the 
e  Irish  people  are  opposed 
they  may  make  to  encour- 
put  themselves  to  the  test 
to  the  very  full  their  mental 
I  have  no  sympathy  at  all 
rks  which  have  been  made 
tion  of  cramming.  I  think, 
this  proposal  is  running  in 
;ion,  for  it  is  diverting  the 

should  be  given  to  those 
tmselves  to  study,  and  the 
1  be  used  as  a  stimulus 
ition.  I  think  it  is  un- 
it this  Fund  should  be 
;he  Government  in  order 
mities  to  these  officials. 
>vernment  might  very  well 
stand  for  the  purposes  for 

intended,  and  that  they 


should  have  taken  the  money  for  these: 
pensions  from  some  other  source. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

IRISH  EDUCATION  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  This  second 
Bill  dealing  with  education  in  Ireland  has. 
been  introduced  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  out  of  a  reorganised  scheme  for 
the  payment  of  teachers  which  has  been 
already  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Education,  and  which  is  embodied  in  the 
Blue-book  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  other  day.  Over  three-fourths  of  the 
sum  available  for  the  payment  of  teachers 
in  Ireland  the  Commissioners  at  present 
have  the  right  of  free  disposal.  It  is  only 
as  regards  a  sum  of  about  £250,000  that 
the  Commissioners  are  in  any  way  limited 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be 
distributed.  The  effect  of  this  Bill,  if 
passed,  will  be  to  give  the  Commissioners, 
the  same  free  hand  over  the  distribution 
of  this  £250,000  as  they  already  have 
over  the  remaining  three-fourths  of 
the  total  sum  available  for  the  payment 
of  teachers.  When  I  introduced 
this  Bill  I  said  that  it  was  not  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  new  scheme  that  the  Bill  should  be 
passed.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  explain  a 
little  more  in  detail  what  I  meant  by  that 
statement.  The  payments  which  the 
teachers  will  receive  under  the  schedule 
will  in  every  case  include  all  the  remune- 
ration they  now  receive.  Their  present 
incomes  will,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  be 
covered  by  the  consolidated  salaries  paid 
to  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,, 
and  the  reorganised  scheme  could  have 
been  carried  out  from  a  legal  point  of 
view  without  this  Bill  at  all.  It  may  be 
asked,  then,  why  we  have  decided  to  intro- 
duce it.  One  reason  is  that  it  is  desirable 
to  have  this  Bill  on  the  Statute-book,, 
because,  although  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  the  scheme,  yet  it  will  re- 
move certain  difficulties  which,  although 
they  do  not  amount  to  legal  obstacles,  it 
is  desirable  should  be  removed*.  It  may  be 


I>27  Irish  Education  {COMMONS}  JNL 

frankly  admitted  that  the  schedule  did !  the    Paper  in   his    name,  bj 
not  contemplate  consolidated  salaries  to ;  proposes   to    raise  the  muni 
the  teachers,  and,  therefore,  it  is  just  as  ;  teaching     of      the     Irian 
well   that  this  Bill    should   be    put  on    elementary    schools,    is    not 
the  Statute-book.     But  there  is  another  ;  The  Bill  proposes  merely  to 
and  more  practical  reason  why  this  Bill  j  rules    under   which  the 
should  be  passed.     Unless  it  is  pissed,  the  \  grants-in-aid  is  now  nude, 
Commissioners  may  be  called  upon  by  any  ;  rise  new  rules  for  that  purpoit, 
teacher  to  show  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  consolidated  salary  to  be  pud  to  him 
covers  the  remuneration  he  now  receives. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  proving 
that    in  every  case    the   necessary  con- 
ditions have  lien  fulfilled,  but  it  would  im- 
pose a  very  considerable  amount  of  labour 
indeed  on  the  start'  of  the  Commissioners. 
I    understand    that    the   Synod   of   the 
Church   of   Ireland   have   raised   certain 
objections  to  this  Bill,  on  the  ground  that 
it  will  take  away  some  of  the  advantages 
which  small  schools  now  possess.     In  my 
opinion,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that    view    is  absolutely  un- 
founded.      It    is    admitted    that    small 
schools,    having    from    ten    to   nineteen 
pupils, will  undoubtedly  benefit  pecuniarily 
under  the  scheme,  and  I  think  also  that 
schools  having  from  twenty  to  twenty 
five  pupils  will  also  benefit  pecuniarily 

It    is    perhaps   right   that 

attention  to   the  fact  that 

•sioners  have  not  yet  published  the  salaries 

of  the  different  grades,  because  a  great 

deal  of  calculation  is  required  before  the 

salaries  can  be  finally  fixed  ;  but  I  may 

safely  say  that  the  consolidated  salaries 

will    cover    every   part   of  the  teachers' 

present  remuneration,  and  if  the  Bill  is 

passed  there  is  absolutely  no  fear  of  any 

injustice  being  done,  or  that  any  teacher 

in  any  small  school  will  suffer  under  the 

new  rales.     But,  as  I  have  already  stated, 

the  Bill  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for 

the  scheme  of  the  Commissioners,  and  if 

there  is  a  disposition  on  both  sides  of  the 

House  that  the  Bill  should  not  "be  insisted 

on  I  will  give  way  to*  ihat  pre*snre, because 

the    Leader   of    the   Ho>u*e  has   already 

stated  that  it  is  Hot  wur  intention  to  press  i  course  would  l>eto  let  the  Bill  stan 

any    of    these    Irish    Bills   if   they   are 

opposed. 


,ud«i] 

Amendment  raising  discussion  i 
subjects  or  methods  of  education 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Ate 
ruling,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  forKil 
cuss  on  this  motion  the  questioi 
most  anxious  to  raise — namely,  tki 
;  ing  of  the  Irish  language  in  the* 
.  in  Ireland.     I    must  only  bow 
'  ruling,  Sir,  and   postpone  that  i 
until  to-morrow,  when  we  will ! 
Education  Vote  before  us.    Thn« 
discussion  having  been  taken 
me,  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the H 
The   right    hon.   Gentleman  his  \ 
that  in  his  opinion  this  Bill  is  Mi 
lutely  necessary,  and  that  if  h  i 
desired  by  the  Irish  Members  he  1 
I  have  no  objection   to  postponing!] 
I  should  call ;  have  had  no  opportunity  of  i 
the  Commis- '  opinion  of  the  Irish  Members  on  t 
ject,  but  I  do  not  think  that  1 1 
far  wrong  in  interpreting  them  to  W ■ 
favour  of  the  postponement  oftttiB 
We  take  a  very  strong  view  of  thcida 
of  the  Government  in  not  affordiBf' 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  sys 
of  new  primary  education  in  Ireland, 
is  true  we  may  discuss  it  to-morrow, 
one  sitting   is  quite  insufficient  foe 
discussion  of  the  question  of  the 
language    and    also    for    the   disci 
of   this   elaborate   system.        We 
very  strongly  that    we    have   not 
properly  treated  by  the  Governm 
this  matter,   and  as    we  are  prat 
prevented  from  discussing  the  de* 
the  scheme,  I,  for  my  part,  think  t1 


Motion  made, 
"That  the  Bill 
time." 


and  Question  proposed, 
be  now  read  a  second 


*Mk.  SPEAKER  :  This  will  be  a  con- 
venient time  to  inform  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  that   the  Amendment  on 
Mr.  G.  Jr.  Unifier. 


If  necessary,  let  it  be  introduce 
year,  when  we  will  be  in  a  better  i 
to  understand  the  working  of  tl 
system.  For  these  reasons  I  wil 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  the  Gove 
propose,  as  is  suggested,  to  adopt  t 
of  the  hon.  Member,  the  better 
would  be  to  move  that  the  Order 
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he  Bill  withdrawn.  That 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
of  the  Bill. 

N :  Before  the  right  hon. 
were,  I  should  like,  Sir,  to 
3ar  as  to  the  scope  of  your 
ill  see  that  it  has  a  bearing 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
I  understood  you,  Sir,  as 
catch  your  last  ruling,  to 
is  not  within  our  power  to 
shods  of  education  in  Ire- 
3re,  if  this  Bill  were  intro- 
jar  we  should  be  debarred 


any 


the  sums  to  which  he  was  entitled  under 
the  old  scheme  were  covered  by  the  gross, 
sum  under  the  new  scheme.  Therefore 
one  effect  of  this  Bill  would  be  to  deprive 
National  teachers  of  their  right  under  the 
law  to  call  on  the  Commissioners  to  prove 
that  their  allocation  of  salary  was  accu- 
rate. If  the  Bill  passes  they  will  be 
deprived  of  that  right.  I  dare  say  that 
the  new  system  will  be  a  better  system> 
and  that  no  teacher  will  really  suffer. 
But  that  is  not  the  view  of  the  teachera 
themselves,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  un- 
natural that  they  should  be  anxious,, 
when  the  old  system  is  to  be  revolu- 
of" the  "nevv   mies!  i  lionised,   and   that   they  should   be   un- 


)his  Bill  is  to  put  it  within 
he  Commissioners  to  alter 
3m  of  education  in  Ireland. 

£ER :  Not  to  alter  the 
cation,  but  the  distribution 


N  :  I  am  not  prepared  to 
le  Bill  directly  concerns 
jects,  but  it  does  abso- 
the  methods  of  education, 
>le  and  only  object  of  the 
le  revolutionary  changes  to 
with  reference  to  national 
•eland. 


willing  to  part  with  any  right  they  have 
until  they  see  the  actual  figures  of  the. 
new  scheme.     We   know  perfectly  well 
that,  on   the  admission  of  the  Treasury 
themselves,  the  teachers  were   by  a  mis- 
calculation deprived  of  large  arrears,  some 
of  which  we  subsequently  got  by  repeated, 
debates    in    this  House.      Anyone   who- 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  have  realised  that  the 
subject  is  one  of  great  complexity,  and  it- 
is  therefore  not  at  all  wonderful  that  the 
teachers  should  be  uneasy  and  unwilling 
to    part    with     the     rights    they    have 
until  they  are  satisfied  that  they  will  not 
be   damaged   by   the   provisions   of    the 
new  scheme.     As  I  understood  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he   stated 
categorically    that    the  teachers,  if   this 
Bill  were  passed,  would   lose   the   right 
of  calling  on  the   Board  to   prove   that 
their  salaries  had  not  been  reduced.     I 
think  the  hon.   Member  for  Waterford  is 
most  wise  in  calling  on  the  Government 
to  postpone  this  Bill  until  we  have  time 
to   study   and  consider   the   figures   and 
details  of  the  new  scheme.     While  I  take 
that  view,  I  think  it  is  only  just  to  state — 
and  I  know  I  am  speaking  the  mind  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  and  other 
Irish  Members — that  we  recognise  in  this 
new  scheme  and  these  new  rules  for  in- 
termediate education  in  Ireland  a  develop- 
of    educational 


IER  :  It  is  not  a  Bill  on 
thods  or  subjects  of  educa- 
cussed. 

*  (Cork,  N.) :  Our  difficulty 
id  a  question  this  afternoon, 
shalantly  informed  that  my 
seless,  and  that  it  was  im- 
3cuss  the  rules  and  regula- 
they  were  already  in  opera- 
-hat is  the  necessity  for  the 
position  is  exceedingly 
;  would  be  far  better  if  the 
xmed.  ^ v 

ment  of  a  new  spirit 
>N :  On  the  question  of  the  reform.  I  regard  it  as  a  result  of  the 
ng,  and  before  the  Chief  I  appointment  to  the  Board  of  certain 
:es  whether  he  will  with- 1  individuals  whose  names  I  need  not 
:>r  not,  I  assume  I  will  be  in  \  mention,  and  who  have  brought  a  new  and 
ssing  the  points  mentioned  I  a   better  spirit  into  the  Board.      We  are 

hon.  ^Gentleman  in  intro- ;  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  main 
ill.  His  first  point  was  of  !  principles  of  these  changes,  and  while 
nee.     He  stated  that  unless  i  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  principle,  I  think 

passed  any  teacher  could  j  it  is  only  fair  we  should  take  up  this 
tional  Board  to  prove  that  «  attitude    in    order  to  safeguard   the   in- 
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terests  of  the  teachers  and  preserve  their 
rights.  After  your  ruling,  Sir,  it  is 
manifest  that  this  Bill  will  afford  no  foot- 
hold for  discussing  the  general  methods 
or  subjects  of  education  in  Ireland. 
Next  session  we  shall  only  be  able  to 
examine  the  financial  aspects  of  these 
changes  as  they  affect  the  salaries  of 
the  teachers,  and  there  we  shall  be 
stopped.  For  these  reasons  I  think 
the  Government  ought  to  give  us  an 
opportunity  early  next  session  of  dis- 
cussing both  the  intermediate  system 
and  these  revolutionary  changes.  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  make  that  demand. 
We  have  been  cut  down  to  three  days  for 
Irish  Estimates,  and  it  may  be  next  July 
before  the}'  will  be  reached,  and  the  new 
.system  will  then  bo  in  operation  for  more 
than  a  year.  I  would  respectfully  urge 
the  Government  that  we  should  be 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  discussing 
these  matters  early  next  session. 

Mr.  LECKY :  I  think  it  would  be 
much  better  to  postpone  this  measure  to 
another  session.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  I 
myself  am  not  prepared  to  endorse  alto- 
gether the  views  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  I  think  that  under  the  circumstances 
it  would  be  very  much  better  if  the  Bill 
were  not  pressed  forward. 

Mu.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  After  the 
views  which  have  been  expressed  on  both 
sides  it  must  be  clear  that  the  best  course 
would  be  to  withdraw  the  Bill  and  bring 
it  in  later, when  the  operations  of  the  new 
rules  will  be  better  known. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  hope  the 
•right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  some 
answer  as  regards  facilities  for  discussing 
this  matter  next  session. 

Mr.  G.  \V.  BALFOUR :  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  answer  that  question. 
I  recognise  the  extreme  importance  of 
the  changes  we  are  about  to  introduce 
into  both  the  intermediate  and  elemen- 
tary systems  of  education,  and,  person- 
ally, I  should  not  be  adverse  to  a  day 
being  given  for  a  discussion  of  the  whole 
question,  but  of  course  it  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
give  any » undertaking  on  that  point  with- 
out consulting  my  colleagues.     I  bog  to 

Mr.  Dillon. 


move,  That  the  Order  be  i 
the  Bill  withdrawn. 

Motion  for  Second  Readii^iJ 
withdrawn. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDING?! 

[Third  Reading.; 
Order  for  Third  Reading  rod 

Motion  made,  and  Question  mj 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  i 
time." 

Mr.     BUCHANAN  .(Abate 

£.):   Before  we  pass  the  Third  1 

of  this  Bill  I  should  like  tonuk 

observations  regarding  it.    It  hi 

pass   through  another  place,  n 

i  Amendments  may  be  made  in  i 

i  at     any     rate     will     not    be 

|  the     interests    of     the    landla 

:  taking    the     Bill     as    we   fa 

!  should    like    to  say  a  few  wort 

j  First  of  all,  how  far  does  this! 

I  remedy  the  acknowledged  grie 

agricultural  tenants  in  England 

|  land,  and  how  far  is  it  a  prope 

:  tion  of  the  many  promises  an 

:  given  by  the  Government  and 

porters  at  the  last  General  £1 

other  times  with  regard  to  tbi 

To  deal  with  the  second  que* 

think  I  am  within  the  mark  in 

the  passage  of  this  Bill  is  a 

deferred  and  very  inadequate 

of  the  promises  and  pledges  g 

Gentlemen  and    right    hon. 

opposite  on  this  subject.     1 

the  recollection  of  hon.  Mem) 

in  the  last  Parliament  that  t 

subject  more  frequently  brou 

by  the  Conservative  Oppositi 

interests  of  agriculture  and  th 

of  agricultural  tenants.     In  < 

during  the  last  Parliament  an 

to  the  Address  was   moved  1 

member  of  the  Conservative 

not  content  with  that,  the  hon 

Gentleman   the  Member    foi 

Essex    moved    the   adjournn 

House    on     this      subject. 

Amendments  were  supportec 

men     then     on     the    Front 

Bench,  and  no  one  was  moi 
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;ing  them  than  the  present 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
al  Election  came,  and  what  was 
on  then  ?  If  there  was  one 
.  which  the  Unionist  party 
was  the  neglect  of  the  agricul- 
est,  and  that  the  only  remedy 
vas  to  look  to  the  Unionist ' 
lo  not  want  to  hold  the  Go-  j 
too  closely  to  the  promises  of  I 

hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  j 
e  is  a  very  important  member  j 
ent  Government.  The  promises  , 
n  various  political  and  other  ; 
ere  so  diverse  and  varied  that  i 
>e  unwise  to  place  too  much  ! 
i  them ;  but  I  would  like  to  j 
>  House  what  he  did  say,  not  i 
ui  irresponsible  position,  but  ' 
as  an  important  member  of  the  ; 

On  22nd  July,  1895,  in  the  j 
the  General  Election,  he  went ' 
addressed  a  large  meeting  in 
bire,  when  he  stated  that  if  the 
were  returned  to  power  they 
ired  to  give  a  scheme  of  land 
to  the  agricultural  tenants  in 
ind  Scotland.  But  from  that 
s  not  a  single  word  has  been 
rour  of  that  proposal,  and  not 
*tep  has  been  taken  by  Her 
Government  in  that  direction, 
liament  met  we  reminded  them 
onmes,  and  they  were  very  in- 
Now  I  am  justified  in  stating 
•  that  time  the  Unionist  party 
3  considered  that  this  was 
on  highly  important  and 
the  attention  of  the 
nt  at  an  early  date.  What 
\  On  the  first  day  of  the  session 
he  right   hon.   Gentleman   the 

of  thu  Board  of  Agriculture 
e  from  the  Table  of  the  inten- 
te  Government  to  introduce  a 
e  compensation  to  agricultural 
That  session  passed,  as  did  the 

1897,  1898,  and  1899  ;  but  it 
mtil  the  present  year  that  the 
nt  took  any  effective  steps  to 
e  large  and  wide  promises  they 
And  in  what  form  did  they 
tern  1  I  think  their  own  esti- 
his  Bill  now  is  very  different 
estimate  they  had  of  the  im- 
>f  the  subject  in  1896.  Instead 
cing  it  in  the  last  session  of  the 
'arliament  as  a  measure  of  the 
rtance,  they  brought  it  in  under 
linutes  Rule  ;  they  sent  it  up- 


stairs to  a  Grand  Committee,  where  it 
was  discussed  for  a  couple  of  sittings  ten 
days  ago;  and  now,  with  the  thermo- 
meter standing  at  ninety  degrees  in  the 
shade,  we  are  expected  to  deal  with  the 
Third  Reading.  That  does  not  look  as 
if  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  attached 
supreme  importance  to  it,  or  as  if  they 
believed  that  it  in  any  sense  provides  an 
adequate  remedy  for  the  grievances  of  the 
agricultural  tenants.  It  has  been  stated 
more  than  once  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  that,  after  all,  this 
Bill  will  only  deal  with  5  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  of  compensation  that  arise. 
I  do  not  think  a  Bill  is  of  much  import- 
ance which  only  deals  with  one  in  forty 
of  the  grievances  of  agricultural  tenants. 
It  was  described  on  the  Second  Reading 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  one  of  the 
Divisions  of  Hampshire,  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  as  "  a  small 
amending  Bill  "  ;  and  another  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  described  it  as  "as  good 
a  Bill  as  could  be  got  under  the  circum- 
stances " ;  while  the  other  night  a  no  less 
strong  supporter  of  the  Government  said 
of  it  that  "  if  not  totally  unnecessary  it 
was  certainly  harmless."  Now,  these  are 
not  descriptions  by  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  but  by  either  the 
authors  of  the  Bill  or  the  most  strenuous 
supporters  of  the  Government  and  their 
policy.  Does  the  Bill  really  make  any 
serious  attempt  to  settle  the  grievances 
that  have  existed  among  the  agricultural 
tenants  ]  It  will  be  in  the  memory  of  all 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, when  introducing  the  Bill,  and 
before  we  had  seen  it,  described  it  as  a 
Bill  that  would  settle  once  for  ali  the 
differences  between  the  owners  and  occu- 
piers of  land.  When  we  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  and  discussing  it  in 
detail,  we  saw  how  very  wide  of  the 
mark  indeed  and  exaggerated  that  de- 
scription was.  I  want  to  state  to  the 
House  what  were  the  general  proposals 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act  which  were  put  forward  by 
leading  agriculturists,  and  what  are  the 
actual  proposals  in  the  Bill.  I  have 
here  one  of  the  most  valuable  Reports 
made  by  the  sub-commissioners.  Mr. 
James  Hope,  a  supporter  of  the 
Government,  dealing  with  various 
counties  in  Scotland,  summarises  the  prin- 
cipal Amendments  on  which  he  said 
i  opinion  was  unanimous  which  should  be 
made  in  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act. 
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content  to  cut  out  from  the  ] 
hills  beyond  Pentland  and  ti»i 
yond  Forth.  What  we 
that  you  have  endeavoured  to  i 
one  common  Bill  for  England  si] 


It   will    be    found  that,  at  the  outside,  [  that  the  Bill  would  not 
not  more   than  two   or  three  of  these  ;'  the  demand  of  Scottish  te&un 
Amendments  have  been  inserted  in  this  !  often  heard  before  that  "Hue 
Bill.     But  if  hon.  Gentlemen  care  to  take  !  beyond    Pentland,    and  huh 
a   more  simple   method    of   testing   the  j  Forth,  "but  we  would  have  beta 
value  of  the  Bill,  they  have  only  got  to 
compare  the  schedules  in  the  Bill  with 
the  schedules  in  the  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings Act  of  1883.      They  will  see  that 
the  alterations  are  very  infinitesimal,  and 

substantially,  so  far  as  that  part  of  the    land   subjects  which  have 
Bill    is  concerned,  it   deals  very   inade- 1  invariably   treated  by  separate 
quately  with  large  and  important  griev-  j  order    to    meet    the  separate 
ances  undoubtedly  felt  by  the  agricultural  j  and    separate  conditions  of 
community  throughout  the  country.   One  |  The     hon.    Member    for    Kiagi 
of  the  recommendations  held  out  to  us  in  \  talked  about  legislation  by 
regard  to  the  Bill  was  that  it  would  very  j  I  do  not  know  any  Scottish 
largely  simplify  and   cheapen  procedure  j  and    not  many   Scottish   1 
under   the    Agricultural   Holdings    Act,  i  would  be  able  to  understand  tb 
and  it  was  said  :  "  Here,  at  any  rate,  you  j  first  sight.     But  our  substantial 
will  have  your  cases  decided  by  a  single  j  is  that  you  are  endeavouring  to 
arbitrator,  and   no   longer  by   two  arbi- ;  in  a  single  Act,  not  merely  will 
trators  and  an  umpire,  which  has  caused 
so  much  expense  in  the  old  procedure." 
When,  in  Committee,  I  endeavoured    to 
have  the  Bill  amended  so  that  the  pro- 
cedure   should    really    bo    by  a    single 
arbitrator,  I   was  told  by  the  Attorney 
General   that   my  proposal  was   far   too 

drastic,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  make  a  i  north-east    of    Scotland,  who 
single   arbitrator  compulsory.      I    have  :  absolutely  excluded  by  the  term 
never    got    any    explanation    irom    the  j  schedule  from  getting  any 
Attorney     General     or     the     President    for  the   substantial   improve 
of  the  Board  of   Agriculture  as  to  how 
the  procedure  under   this  Bill  is   to  be 
cheaper  and  simpler  than  under  the  exist- 
ing Act.     The  actual  proposals  in  the  Bill 
are  very  inadequate  to  deal  with  existing 
grievances.     It  is,  in  fact,  a  very  incom- 
plete and  insufficient  measure.     I  venture 
to  say  that   it   does   not   deal   with  the 

grievances  of  large  classes  of  tenants  ;  and  ;  measure  would  be  applicable  to 
however   applicable  it  may   be  to  some    well  as  large  tenants  in  all  three comam 
classes    of    tenants    in    England,    it    is  ;  It  would  affect,  he  said,  small  men aiwli 
entirely   inadequate   to     deal    with   the!  big  men.    The  Government  have  CQHftW 
grievances  of  agriculturists  in  Scotland,  !  ously  failed  to  bring  forward  a       "" 


f 


i.t 


:  agricultural  questions,  but  with^ 
!  affecting  the  tenure  of  land, 
i  entirely  different  in  Scotland  nil 
!  land.     More  than  that,  we  pointed  i 
'  and  nobody  knows  this  better  di 
Attorney  General — that  there  wm 
classes  of    tenants,    particularly  i 


have  made  on  their  holdings, 
the     small     improving    tenant* 
squatters.     Now  the  First  Lord  i 
Treasury,  in  the  summer  of  1895,  i 

:  about  what  he  considered  to  he  the  i 
tions  of  his  party  to  bring 
adequate  measure  of  compensation,  f*l 

:  a   very  specific  promise  that  any  i  * 
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while  it  is  singularly  inapplicable  to  the 
agricultural  conditions  of  Wales,  as  will 
be  shown  by-and-by  by  Members  from 
Wales.  Meantime  I  will  only  deal 
with  it  as  it  affects  my  own  country. 
When  the  Bill  was  considered  on  the  Re- 
port stage  I  was  constantly  told  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in 
answer  to  my  complaints,  "  Oh  !  that  is 
only  the  case  of  Scotland.  I  cannot  pro- 
fess to  know  the  actual  conditions  of 
♦Scotland. "  That  was  considered  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  the  arguments  which  my 
colleagues  and  I  brought  forward  to  show 

Jf/\  lhu-httuor. 


that  is  able  to  satisfy  the  demand*  4 1 
these  small  tenants  for  whom  the  ft*  i 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  pleaded  in  MR* 
and  they  will  for  another  term  of  y* 
be  shut  out  from  obtaining  any  moawi 
of  relief.  It  is  on  these  grounds  « 
the  conspicuous  failure  to  redeem  ota 
repeated  and  most  specific  pledges  gjfl 
by  responsible  Members  of  the  Gore 
ment;  of  the  valuelessness  of  the  I 
to  give  to  industrious  and  enterprise 
tenants  the  assurance  of  compensation 
they  put  their  capital  into  the  soil,  i 
lieeausc  it  will  delay  remedial  legists! 
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it  I  beg  leave  to  move 
be  read  a  second  time  this 
nths. 

3UHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
mded  the  Amendment. 

i  proposed — 

,  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the 
jstion  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
lonths.'" — {Mr.  Buchanan.) 

roposed,  "That  the  word 
part  of  the  Question." 

.SCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  The 
in  seemed  surprised  that 
re  attacked  the  late  Liberal 
for  their  neglect  of  the 
terest.  But  what  did  they 
iterest  when  they  were  in 
,rs  ago  1  The  hon.  Gentle- 
right  in  saying  that  I  once 
ur  of  moving  the  adjourn- 
House  in  connection  with 
f  the  Liberal  Government 
the  grievances   of    agricul- 

;  but  the  debate  lasted 
r,  when  it  was  closured  by 
tleman's  leaders.  The  hon. 
3  Minister  of  Agriculture  in 
linistry  did  not  know  the 
veen  barley  and  oats,  and 
tation  of  farmers  came  to 
cally  refused  to  see  them, 
id,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
3r  West  Monmouthshire  in- 
leath  duties,  which  were  to 
moking  flax ;  and  he  was 
get  up  about  once  a  month 
d  that  wheat  was  selling  at 
larter.     Well,  we  are  now 

not   tackling  the  Govern- 

they  have  not  done  more 
the   present   Parliament ; 
o;ot  some  concessions  from 
nent,    and    we    hope     the 
rill  do  better  when  in  office  | 
irliament.      With  reference  j 
ilar  Bill,  as  an  agricultural  i 
resenting     a     very     large 
h  extends  from  within  six- 
Whitechapel  Church  to  the 

cannot  help  thanking  the 
for  what  they  have  done, 
arried  out  the    recommen- 

Central  Chamber  of  Agri- 
'94;    they  have  practically 
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abolished  the  law  of  distress  except  in  the 
case  of  the  previous  twelve  months  rent ; 
they  have  taken  the  question  of  permanent 
pasture,  which  is  a  burning  question, 
from  Part  1  to  Part  3  of  the  Schedule  ; 
they  have  simplified  procedure ;  they 
have  knocked  off  the  shackles  from  the 
agricultural  industry  ;  and  have  so  legis- 
lated that  tenants  will  more  willingly 
put  their  capital  into  the  land  than 
before.  I  have  said  before  that  this  Bill 
is  not  perfect ;  but  very  few  things  in 
this  world  are  perfect.  The  attitude 
taken  up  by  a  good  many  of  us  in  refer- 
ence to  this  Bill  is  "  What  we  can  get  we 
take."  I  took  particular  care  not  to  move 
any  Amendment,  and  not  to  speak  often, 
but  of  course  that  does  not  mean  that  I 
thought  the  Bill  absolutely  perfect.  I 
could  have  made  some  suggestions  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  reference  to 
the  Bill  which  it  might  have  been  well 
to  have  carried  out.  I  think  a  man 
should  be  allowed  to  cultivate  the  soil  as 
he  likes,  so  long  as  its  fertility  is  not  im- 
paired :  that  there  should  be  no  penal 
rents  unless  actual  damage  is  proved ; 
and  that  there  should  be  compensation 
for  continuous  good  farming.  I  congratu- 
late the  Government  on  having  had  the 
courage  to  resist  certain  Amendments  made 
by  some  of  their  own  supporters,  especially 
that  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newark,  which  alluded  to  the  inherent 
capabilities  of  the  soil.  The  Government 
very  properly  resisted  that  Amendment. 
If  they  had  not  done  so  they  would  have 
made  the  Bill  ridiculous,  and  would  have 
caused  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  eastern 
counties,  which  I  know  well.  If  the  in- 
herent capabilities  of  the  soil  are  high 
a  man  pays  a  high  rent,  if  they  are  low 
he  pays  a  low  rent,  and  therefore,  prac- 
tically, there  is  nothing  in  it.  I  hope  that 
in  a  future  Parliament  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
will,  from  this  side  of  the  Table  or  the 
other,  introduce  a  Bill  to  carry  out  the 
suggestions  I  have  made.  For  the  rest  I 
can  only  say  I  am  extremely  glad  that  the 
Government  have  brought  in  this  Bill.  I 
do  not  say  that  it  will  be  accepted  with 
effusive  gratitude,  because  effusive  grati- 
tude is  proverbially  not  a  quality  of  the 
agricultural  interest ;  but  I  know  it  is  a 
good  step  in  the  right  direction. 

*Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  regret  the  absence  of  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  who,  I  believe, 
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is  too  ill  to  conduct  this  Bill  through  its 
hist  stage  in  this  House.    We  will  miss  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  for  he  is  a  master 
of  the  subject.     If  I  may  be  pardoned  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman   who   has  just    sat 
down,    I  think  that  if,  instead  of  going 
into  ancient  history  and  what  had  been 
done  in  the  last  Parliament,  he  had  read 
the  Bill  more  carefully  his  speech  would 
have  been  more  valuable.    He  stated  that 
the   law   of  distraint  for  rent  had  been 
practically  abolished.     Why,  it  is  not  in 
the   Bill.      When    an    Amendment  was 
moved  to  abolish  distraint  I  am  rather 
afraid  that  it  did  not  receive  the  support 
of    the   hon.    Gentleman.    I   cannot   but 
express  the  disappointment  which  I  feel, 
and  which  has  been  voiced  in  the  country, 
that  this  Bill  is  not  more  complete  and 
effective.      There    is    not    the    slightest 
doubt  that  the  farming  interest  expected 
a  Bill   which  would    give    them    larger 
rights  to  compensation  at  the  end  of  a 
tenancy.     It  makes  confusion  worse  con- 
founded ;  for  any  farmer  who  wants  to 
know  his  rights  under  the  Bill,  must  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  small  arsenal  of  Acts 
of  Parliament.     We    know  that  farmers 
do  not,  and   will  not  provide  themselves 
with  all  these  Acts  of  Parliament;  and 
instead  of  being  able  to  know  exactly  how 
they  stand,  they  will  have  to  go  to  expert 
valuers,  and  pay  them  for  information, 
which  ought  to  have  been  made  clear  in 
the    Act    itself.       A    second    complaint 
which  I  have  to  make  is  that  the  Bill  does 
not    sufficiently  strengthen    the   agricul- 
tural  tenant.      I    may   congratulate   the 
Agricultural  Department  on  having  exer- 
cised considerable  ingenuity  in  drawing 
up  a  Bill  of  fourteen  clauses,  which  pra  - 
tic-ally  does  so  very  little.     It  is  a  Bill 
fairly  pretentious  in  size,  but  what  it  does 
is   almost   absolutely    nil.     A  change   of 
front  always  takes  place  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  according  to  whether  they 
are    in    or    out    of    office.       I    noticed 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  speaking  at 
a   rent-audit   of   the  Duke  of    Portland, 
said  that  the  less  legislation  there  was  for 
agriculturists  the  better  it  would  be  for 
them.     That  was  not  the  cry  we  heard  at 
the  last  General  Election.    I  think,  how- 
ever, he  has  impressed  his  views  on  this 
Bill,    because   it  does   so   very   little  for 
agriculturists.  There  are  two  good  things 
in  the  Bill.     It  gives  the  farmer  compen- 
sation for  laying  down  permanent  pasture ; 
and  the  arbitration  clauses  are  good.  But, 
unfortunately,    these   arbitration   clauses 

Mr.  L-mh'Tt. 


are  vitiated    by  the  poim 

through  the  whole  Bill— the 

to  the  landlord  to  contract  hiarft 

the  measure.     We  know 

that   the   Act  of  1875  wis 

contracting-out  clauses,  and'tfej 

diately  every  landlord  sent 

tenants,     saying    he    would  h 

under  the   Act.     I  do  not  »« 

least    to     discourage     agnns 

tween    landlord    and  tenant. 

the  agreements  are  fair  to  ike 

What  we  want  is  that  we  shall 

Act  of  Parliament  upon  which  tk 

can  fall   back  when   he  ha*  h 

fair  agreement.     That  is  whatvtii 

get  in  this  Bill.     The  arbitration 

are  very    good    indeed,   but  m 

vitiated  by  the  fact  that  the  boU 

contract  himself  out  of  them.  Iaf1 

understand  that  a  landlord  doe  ad 

to  have  to  pay  compensation  at  k\ 

of  a  tenancy,  and  I  know  this,  tta 

result  of  this  contracting  out  will  in 

the  tenants  will  be  deterred  frond 

claims  in;  because  if  they  go  ft i 

t  ration   and  there  is  an  appeal  ii 

up  the  costs,  and  that  is  a  mituri 

affects  the  farmer  more  than  the  Id 

l>ecause  the  landlord  has  thelonge*| 

We   are  told  that  the  tenant  fanno 

not  sign  agreements  that  are  m 

themselves ;    the  only  answer  I  k 

that  is  that  they  do.    It  has  beenb 

out  before  the  Royal  Commi&u 

has   been  publicly   exposed  in  th 

over  and  over  again,  that  tenu 

impossible  agreements  in  order 

into  a  farm.     The  object  of  thi 

to    protect    the    farmers    trom 

unfair    agreements,     and    if   1 

able  to  protect  themselves  the 

reason  for  this  Bill.    But  the  Gc 

recognises  that  the  tenant  farm 

protect    themselves,  and   then 

introduced  this  Bill  "for  their 

I  shall  be  told,  I  suppose,  that 

farmers  running  after  the  lane 

the  landlords  who   run  after  t 

That  may  be  so  in  some  cases, 

so  in  the  west  of  England,  an 

fact  that  there  are  six  or  eij 

after  a  farm  compels  the  tea 

an  agreement  which  is  prejud: 

self  in  order  to  get  into  the  fa 

we  want  is  that  the  tenant  fa 

have  compensation  when  the\ 

i  holdings  for    improvements " 

\  made.     There   is   the    questi 

inancnt  pasture.     I    never   e 
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the  tenant  should  have  to  get 
i  of  the  landlord  in  order  to  be 
d  for  permanent  pasture.  It  is 
i  that  when  a  man  lays  down 
pasture  he  cannot  injure  the 
i  was  brought  out  in  the 
efore  the  Royal  Commission, 
le  lays  it  down  for  a  certain 
iderable  amount  of  fertility  is 
n  the  land  which  can  be  got  out 
ent  cropping.  A  man  might 
•ermanent  pasture  and  not  suc- 
spends  upon  the  weather  and 
•  circumstances ;  but  if  he  does 
1  adds  to  the  value  of  the  land, 

not  he  be  compensated  for  the 
it  ?  All  I  say  is  that  you  add 
he  land  when  you  lay  down 
pasture,  and  it  should  not  be 
t>  get  the  consent  of  the  land- 
matter,  because  it  is  impossible 
idlord  could  be  impoverished, 
add  to  the  value  of  the  land  I 
vhy  you  should  not  be  paid  for 
oes  temporary  pasture  become 

pasture  I  do  not,  I  confess, 
I  have  land  which  has  been 
to  temporary  pasture,  and 
ing  been  well  manured  and 
■,  has  become  very  good  pas- 
.  Is  that  to  be  taken  as  tem- 
permanent  pasture  ?  There  is 
on  laid  down.  Why  should 
>n  be  given  for  temporary  and 
rmanent  pasture  ?  That  is  a 
ch  is  absolutely   beyond  me. 

is  the  question  of  compensa- 
sturbance.  I  know  this  is  a 
bject,  but  personally,  in  the 
1  the  smaller  tenants,  I  advo- 

is  all  very  well  to  say  that 
rs  can  take  care  of  themselves 
tie  landlords  usually  act  very 
to  their  tenants  ;  but  it  is  the 
ts  who  cannot  get  their  griev- 

up  in  the  local  press  and  ven- 

is  they  who  have  to  suffer  in 
i  if  they  offend  the  agent  of 
pon  which  they  are  in  any  way 
tice  to  quit,  and  have  to  go 
r  neighbourhood  and  acquire 
rience  'necessary  to  carry  on 
rations  in  the  neighbourhood, 
only  done  at  a  great  loss  and 
crifice.  I  am  not,  of  course, 
f  honourable  landlords — this 
intended  for  good  landlords, 
je  who  treat  their  tenants  un- 
e  claim  for  compensation  by 

is  to    be  lodged  before  the 


determination  of  the  tenancy,  but  if  the 
landlord  has  a  claim  for  dilapidations,  he 
need  not  claim  for  six  years  after  the 
determination  of  the  tenancy.  That  is  a 
constant  source  of  complaint,  and  the 
witnesses  before  the  Royal  Commission 
were  almost  unanimous  in  advocating 
that  the  claims  both  of  the  landlord  and 
the  tenant,  should  be  put  in  on  the  same 
,  day.  Under  the  Agricultural  Act  of 
j  1883  the  landlord  is  allowed  to  see  the 
tenant's  claim  before  putting  in  his  own, 
I  with  the  consequence  that  very  often 
exaggerated  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord  are  put  in.  Upon  this  point  I 
would  like  to  quote  some  evidence  given 
in  favour  of  the  claims  of  the  landlord 
and  tenant  being  delivered  simultaneously. 
Mr.  Clare  Sewell  Read,  whose  authority 
to  speak  upon  this  point  no  one  will  chal- 
lenge, says — 

11  Where  the  tenant  has  made  a  claim  the 
landlord  has  made  a  bigger  counterclaim. 
This  in  consequence  of  the  landlord  having 
time  to  consider  the  tenant's  claim.  I  am 
sure  it  would  be  diminished  by  the  claims 
being  made  simultaneously." 

And  Mr.  Lipscombe,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Central  Chamber 
of  Agriculture,  which  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  new  Agricultural  Bill,  says 
that  that  was  a  universal  complaint, 
and  that  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  question  was  almost 
unanimous  in  recommending  that  the  two 
claims  should  be  put  in  on  the  same  day. 
We  ask  the  Government  to  accept  that. 
In  Grand  Committee  it  was  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Hampshire,  and 
we  want  to  know  whose  views  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  carry  out  in  this  matter. 
Do  they  propose  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  the  tenant  farmer  or  of  people  who 
have  no  interest  in,  and  less  knowledge 
of,  the  matter?  It  is  a  matter  upon 
which  the  tenant  farmers  feel  very 
strongly  indeed.  There  seems  to  be  an 
alarming  dread  in  this  House  of  giving 
powers  to  strengthen  the  position  of  the 
tenant  farmer.  It  was  only  the  other 
day  that  we  had  a  revolt  from  below 
the  gangway,  because  the  Government 
proposed  to  allow  the  tenant  to  plant  an 
acre  of  osiers  without  the  consent  of  the 
i  landlord.  Then  certain  noble  supporters 
of  the  Government  woke  up  to  the  fact 
that  that  was  an  infringement  of  the 
freedom  of  contract  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  We  have  been  interfering  with 
freedom    of    contract    all    through   this 
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Parliament;  we  did  so  when  we  passed 
•  an  Act  for  compensation  for  injuries 
for  the  labourer,  and  why  should  not 
the  landlord  be  bound  to  pay  compensa- 
tion for  improvements  made  by  the 
tenant  I  It  seems  to  me  that  when  they 
come  to  deal  with  the  landlords  the 
Government  have  a  special  tenderness 
for  their  supporters.  This  is  a 
matter  of  extreme  importance  to 
farmers.  I  have  had  cases  come  before 
me  of  men  who  had  been  farming  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  by  skill  and  experi- 
ence and    good    husbandry    they    have 


greatly  improved  the  land ;  yet  when  they 
leave,  all  the  improvement  goes  into  the 
pocket   of    the   landlord.      Why  should 


that  be  1  Those  facts  cannot  be  disputed 
I  can  bring  cases  where  that  has  occurred, 
and  where  that  has  taken  place  this  Bill 
will  do  nothing  to  protect  the  man  who 
has  laid  out  his  money  in  this  respect, 
and  ensure  compensation  for  good  farm- 
ing and  increasing  the  value  of  the  holding 
for  the  incoming  tenant.  We  do  not  ask 
that  the  tenant  should  be  paid  for  work 
which  does  not  add  to  the  value  of  the  land; 
but  if  improvements  have  added  to  the 
value  of  the  holding,  then  he  ought  to  be 
compensated.  I  regret  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  accepted  many  of  the 
-vmendments  which  were  proposed  to 
make  the  Bill  more  effective  and  simple"; 
but  although  the  Bill  is  ineffective  and 
complicated,  it  does  some  little  good. 
[Ministerial  cheers.]  Yes,  but  it  cannot 
be  said  to  give  us  even  half  a  loaf.  It 
gives  us  a  crumb  of  bread,  and  that  being 
so,  I  cannot  support  my  friend  in  voting 
against  the  Third  heading;  though,  at 
the  same  time,  I  cannot  congratulate  the 
Government  upon  the  measure  which 
thev  have  brought  in. 


Mr.  STKUTT  (Essex,  Maldon) :  There  j 
is  one  blemish  in  the  Bill   which  I  think  ! 
the  Government  might  rectify  very  well  : 
— that  is  its  incomprehensibility.     It  is  : 
almost  impossible  for   any  ordinary  lay-  ■ 
man  from  reeling  this  Bill  by  itself  to 
understand  in  any  way  what  the  law  is.  ■ 
Tin1  people  whose   interests   are  affected 
by  this  Bill  are  not  lawyers,  and  I  think 
if  the  Government  would  give  us   a   pro- 
mise to  bring  in  a  Bill    to   codify  these 
matters  dealing   with  tenant   right  they 
would  confer  a  great  boon  on  the  tcnant- 
farnu.T  class.     They  could  easily  bring  in  ' 
a  Bill  to  join  all  these  matters  together  in 

Mr.  Lcmbrrt. 


one  simple  measure  which  wank* 
understood,  and  which  voqUkI 
to  any  other  measure,  but  woolda 
itself  everything  necessary  to  ou 
farmer  or  landlord  to  undenttai^ 
law  is.    The  Bill  as  it  stands  c 
terrible  blemish  of  making  is  i 
for   a    tenant    farmer  when  ki 
to  find  out   what  the  law  is  toil 
lawyer.     I  hope,  therefore,  the  J 
General  will  give  us  a  piumk  i 
Government  intend  in  a  fount « 
as  early  a  session  as  possible— toil 
a  Bill  to  codify  the  law  relaaigi 
important  questions  of  tenant  t^l  1 

Mr.  ALFRED  THOMAS  (G 

shire,  E.)  said  that,  in  intervening  il 

present  debate  he  wished  it  to  ki 

stood  that  it  was  not  done  for  tk|| 

pose  of  wrecking  the  Bill,  for  aim 

goes  the  measure  pointed  in  ik  i 

direction.     Still  less  was  it 

way  of  a  complaint  against  the  rigrii 

Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  in  ik 

we  recognised  not  only  an  able  da 

trator   but  one     also  who,  we  Ui 

sympathises  very  deeply  with  the<M 

and  arduous  position  of  the  tenant  is 

Our  object  in  intervening  in  the  p 

debate  is  to  emphasise  our  feelings 

appointment    that    the  Govemma 

j  drafting  the    Bill,     totally    ignon 

i  recommendations  of  the  unanimoo* 

|  of  the  Welsh  Land  Commission. 

j  the  treatment  offered  by  the  Gove 

I  to  other  Reports    of  two  differen 

\  Commissions,     perhaps  we  were 

,  sanguine     to     expect     to     be 

1  differently,   and    though    he    coi 

\  often    commend    them     on     the 

1  sistency,  he  could   with   much  p 

with  regard  to    their   equality  < 

ment  of   the    two     Royal    Com 

appointed  by  themselves  as  wel 

of  the  one  appointee!   by  Mr.  Gl 

But,   Sir,   something,  should  be 

the  unfortunate  individual  who  s 

Royal  Commissions.       Take   the 

one  who  sat  on  the  Wdlsh  Land  I 

sion.     The  Commission    comma 

labours  in  April,    1893,    and.  ei 

December,    1895,    some    two    v< 

nine  months.      They  held  about 

meetings,  and  examined  many  I 

of  witnesses,  and  wrote  out  two  e 

and    exhaustive  Reports.        Wit 

result.?.       To       be       simplv 
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"^fcuit    self-respecting    man   would 

sit     on    a    Royal     Commission 

giving  some  three  years  of  his 

(or  otherwise)  time  to  the  public, 

►urs   should   be   treated   with   so 

oontempt    as   to   be   beneath   the 

of  the  Government  ?     But,  Sir,  if 

rernment  think  so  little  or  nothing 

^recommendations  of  three  such  dis- 

kt&ied  men  as  Lord  Kenyon,  the  hon. 

fcjsrfc   the  Member  for  Swansea,  and 

-  JtfTederic    Seebohm,    the  people   of 

•   think  very  highly  of  them.      The 

former  as  representing  the  best  type 

»lEMllord  in  the  Principality  and  the 

*•  as  undoubtedly  the  greatest  autho- 

on    land    tenure     in    the    United 

Dm,  perhaps  in  the  world.     It  is 

be  expected  that  the  name  of  Mr. 

>hm  is  a  household  word  among  the 

of   the   tenant   farmers  of   Wales, 

jh  his  face  must  be  familiar  to  many 

Hem—  those  who  appeared  before  the 

ission,  which  held  meetings  in  every 

wit    centre    in    the    Principality. 

,  not  a  few,  he  had  no  doubt,  had  read 

i  of  the  many  works  he  had  written, 

"silly   one  dealing  with  the  Princi- 

lity —  "The  Tribal  System  in  Wales." 

n^^-t  the   other  two  gentlemen  are  well 

^niown,  Lord  Kenyon  in  the  north  and 

,  jSfce  hon.  Baronet  in  the  south,  and  both 

p^Wghly  esteemed  and  respected,   and  all 

^/%iiree   ardent  supporters   of  the  present 

overnment.      In   reading    the    Report 

.  ^-^-led  by  those  three  gentlemen  one  is 

^ItttUiinded  of  a  long  chapter  in  the  Book 

1  *of  Lamentations.     Undoubtedly  they  felt 

;  "Tfchey  held  a  very  undignified  position  that 

■'   Ibhey     should    simply    represent     three 

iingerposts     pointing     to    the    direction 

r    their     bolder     and     more     enterprising 

colleagues      had      travelled      and     left 

them     out     of     sight.      Especially    so 

must  it  have  been  to  the  author  of  the 

**  Land  Question."    Though  he  said  that 

*  those  gentlemen  had  only  pointed  the  way 

that  should  be  traversed,  at  the  same  time, 

in  justice  to  them,  it  should  be  stated  that 

they  only  differed  in  degree  and  not  in 

principle  from  their  colleagues.     It  is  true 

they  used  other  terms. 

*«  What's  in  a  name  ?  that  which  we  call  a  rose 
By  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet." 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  examine  some  two  or 
three  of  the  recommendations  of  those 
gentlemen.  In  their  Report  they  seem 
much  concerned  that  they  should  not 
he  understood  as     advocating   what    is 


known  as  "Fixity  of  Tenure."  Yet  in 
dealing  with  the  question  of  "  Notice  to 
Quit "  they  say — 

"We  are  also  of  opinion  that  whenever  a 
notice  to  quit  is  given  it  should  state  the 
reason  why  it  is  given,  and  that  whenever  the 
reason  is  other  than  a  breach  of  the  legal  con- 
ditions of  tenancy  it  would  be  fair  that,  in 
recognition  of  the  cost  to  the  tenant  of  an  en- 
forced change  of  tenancy,  a  longer  notice  should 
be  required  than  in  a  case  where  the  tenant  is 
in  default,  or  else  that  in  such  a  case  the  rent 
should  be  made  to  cease  in  respect  of  the  last 
year  of  the  tenancy." 

Then  they  say  that  in  case  of  a  tenant 
who  has  performed  all  conditions 
under  which  he  holds  his  tenancy 
he  should  be  compensated  for  distur- 
bance. They  say  that  the  rent  of  the  last 
year  of  his  tenancy  should  be  forfeited 
A  very  moderate  proposal,  but  it  has  in 
it  more  than  the  germ  of  the  principle 
of  fixity.  No  doubt  bolder  reformers 
would  say  five  or  seven  years.  It  is  only 
a  question  of  degree,  and  not  of  prin- 
ciple. Again,  in  the  case  of  the  "  Sale  of 
an  Estate,"  they  say — 

"  On  the  whole,  in  a  case  in  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  choose  between  the  interest  of  the 
selling  landlord,  who  naturally  desires  to  ob- 
tain the  highest  price  attainable  for  his  pro- 
perty, and  the  interest  of  often  a  considerable 
number  of  tenants  to  whom  it  is  more  or  less 
a  question  financially  of  life  or  death,  we  are 
disposed  to  think  the  law  ought  to  lean  on  the 
side  of  the  weaker  party.  And  we  are  dis- 
posed to  suggest  that  the  equity  of  the  case 
would  be  more  than  reasonably  met  by  the 
provision  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  an  estate 
owner  or  the  sale  of  the  estate  the  tenant  shall 
be  protected  l:y  law  in  the  occupation  of  his 
farm  at  the  oM  rent  for  'pay  three  years  from 
the  date  of  death  or  sale,  except  in  case  of 
non-payment  of  rent  or  the  infringement  of 
the  conditions  of  the  tenancy,  which  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  should  be 
stringent  enough  to  protect  the  landlord  from 
the  depreciation  or  exhaustion  of  the  farm." 

Here  again,  in  their  meek  and  mild  way, 
they  are  advocating  the  principle  of 
fixity  of  tenure,  and  in  doing  so  they  de- 
serve every  encouragement,  as  they  are 
on  the  right  line.  For  it  is  only  by 
securing  to  the  tenant  who  faithfully  per- 
forms the  conditions  of  his  tenancy 
practically  fixity  of  tenure,  can  we  ever 
hope  to  see  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
the  "Land  Question."  Another  bogey 
that  frightened  our  three  friends  was  the 
proposal  of  the  majority  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  set  up  a  Land  Court.  To  this, 
among  other  things,  they  say — 

"  We  would  suggest  that  if  on  an  estate 
there  should  be  what  may  roughly  be  described 
as  a  general  dispute  between  landlords  and 
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tenants  tending  to  disturbance  or  public 
scandal  or  manifest  injustice,  both  the  land- 
lord on  the  one  hand  and  a  certain  portion  of 
the  tenants  on  the  other  hand,  under  proper 
restrictions  and  upon  an  engagement  to  pay 
a  certain  maximum  fee,  should  have  the  right 
to  call  in  to  their  aid  an  expert  from  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  or  some  other  recognised  autho- 
rity to  act  as  mediator,  with  a  view,  if  pos- 
sible, to  bring  about  a  friendly  settlement." 

Again,  they  advocate  a  new  principle  in 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
while  they  view  with  horror  a  properly 
constituted  land  court,  yet  they  suggest 
the  appointment  of  a  go-between  to  settle 
disputes  between  landlords  and  tenants, 
who  is  to  bo  awarded  a  maximum  fee. 
While  fully  realising  that  wo  could  not 
hope  to  settle  so  old  and  great  a  question 
as  that  of  the  relationship  of  landlord  and 
tenant  by  the  very  mild  proposals  of 
those  three  gentlemen,  we  at  the  same 
time  admit  that  there  is  some  ground  for 
the  statement  they  make  on  the  last 
paragraph  of  their  Report — 

44  It  is  belie  veil  that  were  the  law  regarding 
year-to-year  tenancy  amended  as  we  ventured 
to  suggest  a  great  step  would  be  gained 
towards  the  removal  of  the  feeling  of  insecurity 
and  of  other  causes  of  dissatisfaction  between 
landlords  and  tenants,  without  unduly  in- 
fringing upon  the  principle  of  fieedom  of  con- 
tract and  without  destroying  the  great 
advantages  which,  on  the  whole,  and  in  spite 
of  defects,  the  present  agricultural  svstem 
atlbrds  to  the  various  classes  of  the  'vYelsh 
people  whose  living  is  connected  with  the 
land." 

Their  words  prove  that  they  had  properly 
estimated  the  gravity  of  the  situation 
when  they  said — 

44  A  great  step  would  be  gained  towards  the 
removal  of  the  feeling  of  dissatisfaction 
between  landlords  and  tenants." 

Still  they  say  it  was  only  a  step — though 
a  great  step.  That  is  an  admission  that 
what  i hey  proposed  was  not  sufficient, 
and  could  not  settle  the  question.  Though 
they  only  proposed  a  step  in  the  direction 
of  the  solution  of  this  great  question,  it 
was  more  than  the  Government  would 
take  in  the  interests  of  the  Welsh  tenant 
farmers.  There  is  no  class  in  the  com- 
munity so  helpless  and  defenceless  as  the 
tenant  farmer.  Even  the  agricultural 
labourer  has  his  association  to  defend  him. 
But  the  poor  tenant  farmer  is  left  unpro- 
tected to  any  and  every  oppression. 
While  we  know  and  rejoice  in  the  fact 
that  there  are  landlords  who  treat  their 
tenants  as  well  as  ever  they  would  be 
treated  under  any  legislation,  we  know 

Jlr.  Alfred  Thohms. 


they  are  but  comparatively  in  1 
we  want  is  to  bring  the  othal 
to  their  level,  and  no  Govei 
neglects  the  rights  of  the  vtmi 
can  be  said  to  be  doing  its  M 
State  in  leaving  the  most  ' 
in  the  community  without  < 
legislation. 


♦Mr.  GILES  (Cambridgafal 
bech)  :  I  should  like  to  call  m 
to  the  fact  that  whatever  tb 
does  is  in  the  interest  of  itai 
farmer,  and  that  it  does  notli| 
the  landlord  with  the  exception 
small  advantage  in  Clause  5.  Wi 
gard  to  the  criticism  that  this  b 
Consolidation  Bill,  and  that  it  vd 
very  great  advantage  to  tenant  fin 
have  a  Consolidation  Bill,  all  1  Inn 
is  that  no  doubt  Consolidation  B 
extremely  convenient  to  lawyen 
those  who,  having  no  knowledge 
subject,  desire  to  study  it.  B 
farmers,  of  whom  I  have  ha 
rience,  undoubtedly  have  some 
ledge  of  the  subject,  and  they< 
do  not  rely  for  their  knowled 
the  Agricultural  Holdings  Acu 
Bill,  whether  Consolidation  or  o 
They  invariably  go  to  some  teon 
an  explanation  of  the  various  j 
I  do  not  desire  to  say  anythin 
Consolidation  Acts,  but  it  is 
criticism  upon  this  Bill,  which 
a  satisfactory  measure,  to  say 
not  to  the  full  extent  a  Coi 
Bill.  The  hon.  Member  for  Soi 
found  fault  with  the  Governm 
passing  a  simple  Bill  givii 
independent  of  contract.  I 
point  out  in  the  interests 
especially  small  farmers,  tha 
another  side  to  that  questic 
give  am  illustration,  some  of  t 
which  came  under  my  personal 
in  the  case  of  a  farmer,  a  self- 
and  without  capital.  He  ha« 
perience  of  farming,  and  whei 
the  rent  he  was  forced  to  pi 
much  for  him  he  went  to  anot 
the  county  and  took  another 
was  enabled  to  take  that  farm 
his  reputation  as  a  farmer,  and  1 
this  sort  of  consideration.  Th 
said :  "  If  you  will  take  this  farm 
rental  and  require  no  compensi 
me  when  you  leave,  the  rent  j 
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*  acre ;  but  if  you  require  com- 
I  must  forestall  that  possibility 
lug  you  so  much  more  per  acre." 
Lese  circumstances  a  contract  was 
my  opinion  very  much  to  the 
■^73*     of  the  tenant  farmer,  who,  being  a 
9""St»liout  capital,  was  thus  enabled  to 
^Triff  farm  and  work  it  to  the  satisfac- 
-^E    */he  landlord,  and  by  means  of  the 
"  »n  which  he  made  he  had  to  pay 

loderate  rent — a  rent  very  much 
"fcliat  which  he  would  have  had  to 
.  he  insisted  on  all  the  terms  of  the 
Ltural    Holdings    Act.     There    is 
3Kr  point.     I  contend  that  this  Bill, 
*  f   it  contained   no  other  provision 
le  Arbitration  Clause,  would  be  of 
££xeat  advantage  to  the  agricultural 
*txy.      For  years  there  has  been  a 
at  want  for  a  clause  of  this  kind 
relations  between  tenant  farmers 
toiidlords.     Up  to  the  present  time  if 
at  farmer  desired  to  get  justice 
his    landlord     he     had    to    begin 
Buing  a  statement  of  claim,   which 
Mrtain   circumstances   involved   sum- 
for  particulars  and  summonses  for 
Ler    and    better    particulars ;    these 
t^Kioiises  in  Chambers  would,  perhaps, 
*ive  two  or  three  attendances  before  the 
^fie,  and  possibly  an  appeal.  That  would 
^^llowed  by  a  statement  of  defence,  and 
•^^"ply.  1°  a  particular  case  I  have  in  mind 
^j^  was  followed  by  a  notice  of  trial ;  the 
^*3l1  actually  took  place  before  a  special 
fc^SUry  at  the  assizes,  and  certain  gentlemen 
^•■fcre  specially  taken  down  to  attend.  The 
"^^rial  had  not  gone  on  very  long  before 
^tfc  was  referred,  and  the  reference  took 
e   X>lace.     Each  side  appointed  an  arbitrator, 
i    '•he  two  arbitrators  appointed  an  umpire, 
:     «nd  a  considerable  number  of  days  were 
occupied  in  taking  evidence  on  each  side. 
Those  who  know  anything  about   these 
proceedings  know  that  the  expenses  in- 
curred before  getting  to  arbitration  were 
very  serious  indeed.     Now,  I  am  glad  to 
say,    although    it    is  much  against   the 
interest  of  the  profession  of  which  I  am 
a  humble  member,  the  tenant  farmers  can 
obtain  justice  and  get  their  claims  satisfied 
without   any   of   that   very   heavy    pre- 
liminary expense.     There   is   one   other 
rint  in  regard  to   the  clause  to  which 
should  like   to   call   attention.     Fault 
was    found     with    it     because     of     the 
costs  involved.     But  by   the   terms  of 
Clause  14,  which  deals  with  costs,  those 
costs  are  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbitra- 
tor, and  if  the  arbitrator  finds  that  the 


tenant  farmer  has  a  fair  claim  to  compen- 
sation which  has  not  been  fairly  met  by 
the  landlord  it  will  be  undoubtedly  his 
duty  to  award  costs  against  the  landlord, 
and  in  that  case  the  tenant  would  be  re- 
lieved of  the  costs,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them.  I  am  sure  a  great  number  of 
tenant  farmers  would  welcome  this  Bill 
with  satisfaction  and  gratitude. 

*Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Wisbech  Division  speaks 
with  considerable  authority  when  he  says 
this  Bill  will  be  welcomed  by  many 
tenant  farmers,  but  it  will  be  welcomed 
only  in  English  counties,  not  in  Wales.  It 
is  a  Bill  which  wholly  fails  to  satisfy 
the  pledges  given  by  hon^  Members 
opposite,  and  candidates  who  stood  in 
the  Unionist  interest  at  the  election  of 
1895  in  the  thirteen  counties  of  Wales 
and  Monmouthshire.  I  do  not  wish  to 
delay  the  passing  of  this  Bill  into  law. 
For  what  it  is  we  are  willing  to  accept  it, 
and,  for  myself,  I  am  not  going  to  vote 
against  it.  But  I  think  that  we  who 
represent  Welsh  constituencies  have  been 
a  great  deal  too  forbearing  in  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  Welsh  agricultural  matters 
by  the  present  Government.  I  am  sorry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  not  in  his 
place  to-night.  I  regret  the  cause  of  his 
absence,  and  I  join  in  the  tribute  paid  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Glamorganshire 
to  the  courtesy  with  which  he  has  in- 
variably treated  us  in  regard  to  matters 
concerning  the  Department  over  which 
he  presides.  But  the  position  in  Wales 
with  regard  to  this  Agricultural  Holdings 
Bill  is  entirely  special.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself,  in  the  debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  practically 
admitted  that  the  case  for  Wales  was  dis- 
tinct from  the  case  for  England  or  Scotland. 
Let  me  briefly  recall  the  recent  history 
of  this  land  question  in  Wales,  and  the 
demands  made  by  Welsh  tenant  farmers 
— demands  which  I  understand  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Government  say 
are  sufficiently  met  by  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  As  far  back  as  1843  and  1844 
there  were  strong  demands  made  for  a 
reform  of  agricultural  tenancies  in  Wales 
and  Monmouthshire,  especially  in  those 
parts  of  Wales  in  which  the  prevailing 
language  was  the  Welsh  language.  From 
1839   to   1843   there   were    serious  dia 
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tenant  farmers,  the  chainnac  oti 
mouthshire   County  Council 
We  did   our  best  to  inquin  i 
matters  referred  to  us,  and  it  J 


turbances  in   Wales,   which   came  to  be  [  opposite — namely,  Lord  KoniJ 
known   as    the    "Rebecca    Kiots,"    and  ■  colleague  in  the  representarw  i 
which  were  due  to  agrarian  causes.   From  j  sea,  and  Mr.  Frederic  Seebcfc] 
the  time  when  these  riots  broke  out  down  ;  were  also  Principal  Khy.iancj' 
to  the  present  there  has  been  a  persistent !  taken  no  overt  part  in  polhiwtjj 
movement  in  favour  of  altering  the  law 
relating  to  landlord  and  tenant.      It  is 
not  so   much  the  question   whether  the 
mere  formal  legal  tenure  is  satisfactory  that 

agitates  the  minds  of  the  tenant  farmers  ;  j  entirely  overlooked  by  our  trios! 
it  is  the  economic  question  of  how  the  j  statement  of  facts  in  the  Report^ 
system  is  carried  out.  Down  to  about  i  condition  of  things  in  the  hi 
the  end  of  the  last  century  there  was  |  has  never  been  challenged  bn 
very  little  trouble  in  Wales.  But  about  j  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  Repnrij 
the  beginning  of  the  century,  and  especi- :  by  all  the  Commissioners,  and  si 
ally  after  the  close  of  the  Great  War,  statement  of  facts  connected  iil 
a  new  system  was  introduced,  under  Principality.  Some  may  v\ 
which  the  landlord  undertook  practically  number  of  our  facts  were  i 
to  make  all  the  improvements  on  agri-  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "1  An  hon.  MdbJ 
eultural  holdings.  That  was  the  theory  "  Hear,  hear  ! "  What  facto  uvMi 
and  the  understanding,  but  the  system  to  a  broad  consideration  of  tk  i 
has  broken  down  in  certain  parts  of  the  ment  ?  Does  he  contend  that  tk 
country,  though  not  everywhere ;  for  the  i  tory  of  the  country  has  no  rip 
tenant  in  many  cases  has  to  supply  labour,  to  the  question  with  which  tta 
and  also  do  the  haulage  of  materials — a  I  is  concerned  t   If  so,  that  is  a  very  i 


ery  costly  item  in  a  mountainous  country. 
On  the  whole  the  result  was  to  produce  a 


point  of  view  to  take.    If  you  ay. 
my  first  principle  that  we  are  g 


state  of  profound  dissatisfaction  among   have  absolutely  the  same  law  for  tl 

11T.1.L       j. i.      r _  _      1       .l1__  -l^_       -i?         -2    Al.  .       TT_.'i.J        XT  • 1 M     ^v        _ 


Welsh  tenant  farmers,  and  the  state  of 
dissatisfaction  has  continued  down  to  the 
present  time.  When  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry, as  a  whole,  is  making  better 
profits  you  naturally  do  not  hear  so  many 
complaints,  and  there  was  a  time  when 
the  Welsh  complaints  sank  down  because 
agricultural  prices  were  so  high  ;  but  the 
Welsh  tenant  farmers  have  never  lost  sight 

of  the  grievances  which,  having  regard  to  !  Wales  and  Monmouthshire   o 
the  special  circumstances  of  the  Princi- !  and  what  the  legislation  in  re 

pality,  are  necessarily  inflicted  upon  them.  !  "-   ™T-1--   L^    -      v  *^ 

Many  complaints  were  made  in  the  Welsh 
newspapers,  and,  as  a  result,  in  1892  the 
Welsh  landlords  asked  the  then  Conserva- 
tive   Government   to    appoint    a   Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  j  arrived  at  a  scries    of  conch 
grievances    of    the    tenant    farmers    of  \  lutely  clear,  very  important 
Wales.    The  Government  refused.    In  the  !  ought  to  carry  weight  with 
middle  of    LSD 2   there   was  a  change  of  '  ment  and  with  the  country. 
Government  :  the  demands  for  a  Koyal  !  first  things  we  agreed  upon  \ 
Commission    were    renewed    from   many:     »We  have  no  rf^  to 
quarters,  and  ultimately,  in  .March,  1893,  !  question  whether  such  an  amen 
Mr.  Gladstone  appointed  a  Koyal  Com-    Agricultural  HoldingB  Act,  1883 
mission  with  a  designedly  broad 'reference  i  That  ^e^  to  certain  much  i 
to  consider  all   the   questions  connected  ;  amendment8  of  the  Act  of  It 
with  the   holding,    occupation    and   cul-  j  containea  in  the  present  Bill. 
tivation  of  land  m  Wales.      lhat  Com 


of  the  United  Kingdom,"  the  | 
facts  connected  with  the  histo* 
particular  county  or  collection  o 
are,  of  course,  irrelevant.  B 
adoption  of  such  a  principV 
statesmanship  ?  Not  at  all.  Tl 
hon.  Gentlemen  like  my  1 
opposite  have  failed  to  grasp  i 
our  notion  of  what  a  Report  t 


in  Wales  ought  to  be.  Bui 
pursue  that  topic,  as  I  wan 
something  which  is  absolutely 
relevant  to  this  Bill.  Havin 
best  consideration     to    the 


mission,  like  most  Commissions,  was  not 


jihsolutely  equal  in  its  party  complexion,  ;  j?  JjJLJ* 

at   any    rate    there   were     upon    it ,  pre*|udice  to  this  question  Wthin 


" and  of  the  law  of  landlo 

as   to   agricultural   holdings   is 

v — 1~ -J   ^    we]J    M    fQ1.  ^  ^^  . 


hut    at   any   rate    there   were    upon  

three   gentlemen    representing  the  party  '  cumstances  disclosed  in  regard" 

Mr.  /j/f/HJH'tr  Jon**. 
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^Vftiry  urgently  call  for  legislation  such  as 

-40  Above  sketched,  and  tliat  it  would  be 

~^ttt  to  deal  with  the  case  of  Wales  in  a 

Bill   for  this  purpose,  however  desir- 

may   be  as  a  general  rule  to  avoid 

or  particular  legislation." 

the   attention    of    the   Attorney 
to  that  sentence  in  the  Report, 
signed  by  supporters  of  the  present 
.ment.     But  I  do  not  want  to  make 
ich  of  that  point,  because  there  is 
"ng  more  important  than  that.  Lord 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
^ndlords  in  Wales ;  so  also  is  my  hon. 
the  Member  for  Swansea  Town, 
both  large  landowners  ;  men  are 
"to  become  tenants  on  their  estates, 
paragraph  was    signed    by    them, 
:h  their  whole  spirit,  in  a  sense, 
inst  the  idea  of  any  recognition 
les   as   a    separate   nation.      Nor, 
do  I  claim  that  sentence  as  neces- 
W  involving  any  theory  of  a  separate 
Wiality.     The  point  I  put  as  a  practi- 
~jpoint  for    the  consideration   of  the 
&rnment  is    that    there    are    many 
"ti^rs  within  the  sphere  of  jurisprudence 
may  well  be  treated  separately.     I 
that  in  regard  to  the  marriage  laws, 
of  exchange,  mercantile  documents, 
so  on,  it  would  be  very  inconvenient 
inexpedient  to  have  separate  legisla- 
^^«.   for  different   parts   of    the  United 
*  ^yingdom.       But    when    you    come    to 
"■iatters   relating  to  land  the  question  is 
L  sAuite  different.     It  is  right  and  proper,  if 
^qNni    want    to    have    a    good    economic 
^b  System   for  the  whole  of  the  Kingdom, 
^j-jfebat    the    particular     circumstances     of 
t  jAfcounties,  districts,  or  provinces  should  be 
i$ '"taken  into  account  by  the  legislature  in 
^  ^dealing  with   these   matters.      Our  first 
|y  «Gomplaint  against  the  Government,  there- 
jr  {ore,  is  that  we  are  not  given  a  separate 
H  Hill.     We  demand  that  Bill ;  we  say  that 
i  &ou  nave  directly  or  indirectly  promised 
;.    us  that  Bill ;  friends  of  yours   sat  upon 
the  Commission ;  they  have  assented  to 
(     it ;  they  applied  their  minds  to  the  ques- 
tion ;  they  did  their  work  honestly  ;  that 
1     is  the  conclusion  at  which  they  arrived.  I 
|     .am  not  going  into  minute  details,  as  we  are 
.all  practically  agreed  that  this  Bill  should 
become  law.     But  let  me  point  out  what 
■were  the  conclusions  at  which  that  Com- 
mission    unanimously     arrived.       They 
•agreed  that,  having  regard  to  what  took 
place    in   1.868   and  years  afterwards — 
.although  they  would  not  admit  that  the 
tenure  from  year  to  year  was  necessarily 


a  bad  kind  of  tenure  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses— the  unlimited  right  of  the  landlord, 
without  any  cause  shown,  to  give  notice  to 
quit  to  the  tenant  ought  not  to  be  further 
maintained.  Accordingly,  one  of  their 
unanimous  recommendations  is  that  in 
case  a  landlord  gives  notice  to  quit  to  a 
tenant  without  reasonable  cause,  and  if 
the  tenant  has  paid  his  rent  and  has  not 
been  guilty  of  any  breach  of  the  covenants 
or  the  conditions  in  the  agreement,  there 
should  be,  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbi- 
trator, an  amount  allowed  as  compensation 
for  capricious  disturbance.  That  is  not 
in  this  Bill.  If  you  want  to  make  the 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant 
fair,  the  special  circumstances  of  Wales 
demand  the  insertion  of  such  a  clause. 
We  have  made  no  general  charge  against 
the  landlords  of  Wales,  but  at  the  same 
time,  especially  in  regard  to  the  smaller 
estates,  there  are  evictions  from  time  to 
time  for  which  no  reason  satisfactory  to- 
the  district  in  which  the  event  takes  place 
can  be  given.  The  result  is  very  dis- 
advantageous from  many  points  of  view. 
It  disturbs  other  farmers  on  the  estate  ; 
it  disturbs  the  whole  parish  ;  it  gives  rise 
to  all  sorts  of  suspicious  feelings  on  the 
part  of  the  tenant  farmers.  In  any  case, 
evictions  without  cause  are  not  fair  in  a 
country  with  the  historic  circumstances 
of  Wales,  where  in  many  cases  the 
families  of  the  present  tenant  farmers 
have  been  on  the  same  holdings  for  hun- 
dreds of  years.  I  need  hardly  point  out 
that  it  was  proved,  not  only  before 
our  own  Commission,  but  also  before 
the  Agricultural  Commission  for  Eng- 
land, that  to  make  a  man  move  from  one 
farm  to  another  was  practically  tanta- 
mount to  fining  him  20  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  capital  invested  in  the  farm.  I 
beg  in  all  seriousness,  and  without  any 
polemical  intent,  the  Government  to  take 
notice  of  a  significant  fact  like  that,  and  that 
men  like  Lord  Kenyon,  and  practically 
all  the  best  agents  in  Wales,  are  quite 
willing  to  assent  to  a  clause  pro- 
viding for  compensation  for  capricious 
disturbance.  The  majority  of  the 
Commission  adopted  the  theory  of  a  land 
court,  not  at  all  in  the  sense  of  the  Irish 
Act  of  1881,  nor  did  our  proposed  legisla- 
tion create  a  dual  ownership.  On  that  l 
say  nothing.  We  cannot  expect  this 
Government  to  do  anything  of  that  kind, 
ar?d  therefore  I  will  not  say  anything  in 
support  of  the  general  plan  of  the  majority 
of    the    Commission.      But     there    was 
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another  practical  point  suggested  by  all  ] 
the  Commissioners.  It  was  to  prevent 
the  injustice  which  in  practice  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  rent  is  often  raised 
upon  the  improvements  of  the  sitting 
tenant.  The  matter  is  not  quite  easy  to 
explain,  and  perhaps  the  law  itself  is  not 
entirely  to  blame,  but  that  the  injustice 
does  take  place  is  admitted  by  the  three 
Commissioners  I  have  named.  It  happens 
in  this  way.  I  will  take  one  kind  of 
case  only.  Supposing  there  is  a  large 
estate  going  to  be  sold.  The  first 
thing  that  occurs  is,  seeing  that  the  pur- 
chaser will  have  the  right  to  demand 
possession,  notice  to  quit  is  given  to  all 
the  tenants.  When  the  29th  September, 
the  usual  date  for  the  expiry  of  the  notice, 
approaches,  no  Welsh  tenant  dares  give 
what  he  has  a  right  to  give  to  his  land- 
lord or  the  persons  acting  for  the  land- 
lord, namely,  the  two  months'  notice 
under  the  Act  of  1883  for  compensation. 
If  he  did  that  it  would  be  accepted,  and 
he  would  have  to  leave  on  the  29th 
September,  for  the  simple  reason  that, 
owing  to  the  special  circumstances  of 
Wales,  there  are  so  many  demands  for 
these  holdings  ;  there  is  such  a  great  land 
hunger  that  the  man  knows  very  well 
that  his  landlord  will  let  him  go,  and  that 
he  may  get  something  for  his  improve- 
ments under  the  Act  of  1883,  but  to  leave 
his  farm  is  the  very  last  thing  he  desires. 
It  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  money  with 
him,  for  he  wants  to  bring  up  his  family 
on  the  holding  which  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  his  ancestors  have 
occupied.  After  the  sale  has  taken  place 
and  the  new  purchaser  comes  upon 
the  scene  a  revaluation  takes  place, 
and  the  new  holder  naturally  proceeds 
upon  the  basis  of  what  the  landlord  thinks 
the  farm  is  worth,  with  the  result  that 
rents  are  raised  all  round.  I  do  not  want 
to  develop  these  points  in  detail,  but  I 
think  I  have  made  the  meaning  of  thi3 
unanimous  report  clear.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Attorney  General  to  the 
fact  that  two  of  the  greatest  Welsh  land- 
lords agreed  to  this  policy.  Further  we  are 
face  to  face  with  cases  where  estates  are 
heavily  mortgaged  and  in  Chancery,  and 
in  which  trustees  for  the  real  owners  were 
in  possession.  Here  exists  a  state  of 
things  under  which,  if  you  do  this  or  that, 
you  may  be  running  a  risk  of  pecuniary 
loss.       This     Commission     unanimously 

Mr.  Bnjnmnr  Joac.<. 


recommended  that  there  shodd'i 
court,  but  a  kind  of  public  i 
that  there  should  be  an  arbitrator^ 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  I 
estates  in  that  situation.  Ii&i 
complained  and  the  trustee  i 
answer,  "I  dare  not  comply  TJajj 
request  because  I  cannot  tdh 
Chancery  judges  may  dVini 
of  case  a  suggestion  made  by  i 
missioners  was  that  the 
Agriculture  should  appoint 
or  arbitrators  to  hear 
trustees  and  the  mortgage*  i 
the  tenants  complain.  Ther&U 
say  what  in  their  judgment  i| 
to  be  done,  and  the  decision  of  dug 
trators  shall  be  binding  upon  theO 
Chancery.  I  have  only  takes  i 
three  points  of  a  definite  and  1 
character  in  order  to  show 
it  is  to  Wales  for  the  Governs^ 
bring  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind  at  1 1 
faction  of  the  claims  of  the 
tenants.  This  Commission  arrived! 
definite  conclusion  about  the  to,! 
its  Report  has  been  given  the  goki 
no  doubt  the  Government  at  the  i 
election  will  claim  that  they  have  ] 
an  Agricultural  Holdings  Act  of  a  k 
beneficial  character.  But  that  rill  o 
down  in  Wales.  On  the  Second  1 
I  put  these  points  before  the  Howti 
the  Government  did  not  atteoll 
them.  We  are  not  wild  revolanA 
and  we  are  not  asking  forthetajbf 
up  of  great  estates.  The  Comma 
recommended  that  the  best  «* 
was  one  of  large  estates ;  but  iriufc 
object  to  is  allowing  a  system  toe 
which  is  inevitably  thrusting  out  w 
man  after  Welshman.  These  farmh 
are  the  nursery  of  a  very  stuidj 
vigorous  race,  and  we  want" to  keep 
people  upon  the  land  where  the] 
lived  from  generation  to  generatioi 
have  no  desire  to  introduce  any  ill 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  I 
course  you  are  taking  in  neglect 
Report  of  this  Commission  is  on 
will  be  fraught  with  disaster  to  th 
country.  We  know  that  the  best  i 
a  nation  can  have  is  a  good  si 
capable  citizens,  and  you  cannot 
that  better  than  by  keeping  th 
Welsh  families  on  their  lana.  y. 
not  accomplish  that  by  little  I 
this,  and  you  can  only  do  it  by  t 
broad  and  statesmanlike  view  oft! 
i  situation. 
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LLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey): 
mty  of  Anglesey  between  1889 

no  less  than  11,000  acres  of 
inged  hands,  or  about  one- 
i  of  the  acreage  of  the  whole 
as  sold  during  four  years.  I 
lly  point   out  the  great  signifi- 

a  fact  like  that.  The  last 
tas  reminded  us  that  when  a 
inges  from  one  farm  to  another 
valent  to  a  loss  of  20  per  cent, 
ttal.  If  that  is  so,  then  it  is  a 
r  sum  to  calculate  to  find  out 
onside rable  sum  of  money  has 
by  the  tenants  of  Anglesey 
e  four  years  I  have  alluded  to. 
dmost  in  agreement  in  regard 
neasure  on  both  sides  of  the 
[  do  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
or  one  of  the  Divisions  of  Cam- 
•e  who  said  that  this  Bill  did 
or  the  landlords.  You  must 
le  landlords  when  you  give 
)f  tenuie,  and  thus  induce  the 
sink  his  capital  in  the  soil.     To 

him  to  do  this  is  to  set  a 
upon  industry  and  capacity,  and 
its  not  only  the  country,  but  the 
as  well.  The  object  of  the  Bill 
it  not  merely  existing  tenants, 
its  generally,  and  I  am  not  in 
dual  ownership  or  free  sale.  I 
our  of  any  reform  of  the  law 
1  give  the  tenant  better  security, 
which  gives  the  tenant  greater 
i  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
lority  Report  states  that 
>tice  to  quit  was  given  for  any 
b  reason,  in  that  case  there 
i  compensation  to  the  tenant 
;  to  a  year's  rent  of  his  farm, 
at  is  also  a  step  in  the  right 
although  it  is  too  late  to  hope 
ling  of  the  kind  will  be  done  in 

Nevertheless,  I  would  press 

Attorney  General  that  he 
ive  us  some  hope  that  the 
■nt  will  see  the  necessity  of 
me  such  step  as  this,  and  that 
r  have  another  chance  of  legis- 
hat  direction  they  will  bear  this 
mind.  No  amount  of  compen- 
improvement  is  of  itself  enough 
;urity  of  tenure.  The  necessity 
xists  in  the  country  generally,  ! 
especially  in  Wales,  where  the 
t  only  a  financial  but  a  social 

In  Wales  there  is  a  difference 
;e,  of  race,  and  of  creed,  and  we 
s  House  to  give  to  the  tenant  | 


in  Wales  some  security  of  tenure  under 
which  anyone  who  turns  him  out  of  his- 
farm  will  have  to  pay  dearly  for  it. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  think  the  whole  of  this 
question  rests  upon  the  issue  as  to- 
whether  the  conditions  in  Wales  are. 
essentially  different  from  those  which 
exist  in  England  in  regard  to  the 
claim  for  land  legislation.  What  I 
venture  to  affirm  is,  that  if  anyone  will 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the 
facts  as  they  really  exist  in  Wales  he 
is  bound  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  a  real  difference  between  the 
position  of  the  two  countries  in  this 
respect.  In  proof  of  this  statement,  I 
need  only  say  that  the  Welsh  Land  Com- 
mission, after  an  exhaustive  inquiry,  came 
unanimously  to  that  conclusion.  The 
House  already  knows  this  from  the  con- 
clusive arguments  used  by  my  hon.  friend 
below  me,  but  I  would  lay  special  stress 
upon  their  unanimity  in  regard  to  some  of 
the  most  important  points  we  have  to  con- 
sider. I  am  not  going  to  recapitulate  what 
has  already  been  said  in  reference  to  the 
character  of  the  Welsh  Land  Commission  ;, 
neither  am  I  going  to  describe  in  detail 
the  important  recommendations  which, 
they  made.  I  should  like  to  point  out, 
however,  that  the  case  of  Wales  is  sub- 
stantially different  in  regard  to  its 
agriculture  to  that  of  England,  and  our 
claim  to  separate  legislation  in  regard  to. 
land  reform  rests  broadly  upon  a  different 
historical  development.  Anybody  who* 
has  any  knowledge  of  Welsh  life  mtist  at 
once  see  the  differences  in  race,  in  language,, 
habits,  and  customs  which  so  largely  pre- 
vail between  the  two  countries,  and  these 
must  have  their  effect  upon  the  agricul- 
tural environments  of  the  two 
countries.  Anybody  who  has  paid  the 
slightest  notice  to  the  course  of  recent 
events  in  Wales  must  have  been  struck 
by  the  very  rapid  advance  made  in  public 
opinion  in  recent  years  upon  this  question. 
So  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  of 
this  House  and  the  country  generally 
goes,  the  development  has  been  more  or 
less  recent,  because  it  is  a  fact  that 
during  recent  years  Wales  has  had  a 
chance  of  expressing  politically  its  mind 
upon  these  public  questions.  I  would 
simply  remind  the  House  of  one  or  two 
simple  facts  showing  the  depth  and  reality 
of  the  position  of  Wales  in  regard  to  the 
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question  of  land  reform.  The  House  will  j  with  England  during  tbepraa^ 
remember  what  took  place  in  1886,  and  |  is  a  fact  of  fundamental  ii 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  Welsh  Land  I  case  we  are  now  discuuing.  Tk 
Bill  of  1891.  I  need  not  remind  the  j  reason  why  I  feel  that,  ikho^i 
House  of  the  appointment  of  the  Com- ,  come  some  of  the  provisions  d 
mission  of  1893  which  reported  in  1896.  j  we  should  make  it  psUj 
But  there  are  one  or  two  practical  facts  I  what  the  state   of  agricuWkl 


tor 
ion 

itiw 
radv 


that  1  should  like  to  mention  very 
briefly  to  the  House,  which  prove  the 
case  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  make. 
What  are  one  or  two  of  the  practical 
differences  in  regard  to  Welsh  and  English 


really   is,  and  prove  thatWib 
respect   is    in   a  worse  enda 
England.        Wales    has  halt 
amount  of  relief,  although  onki 
l  by  the  rise  in  prices,  but  bevod 
•agricultural  life  i     First  of   all,  there  is  i  the    question    is    one  of  tot 
this  fact,  that  in  Wales  to-day  there  are  j  moment  when  we  realise  the 
fewer     occupying     freeholders    than     in  |  population  which  is  going  otm 
England.      In     England     they     number  '<  districts  of  Wales.     Here  wti 
15  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  but  in  Wales  \  facts    which    will    explain  tk 
the  occupying  freeholders  only   number 
]  2  per  cent  of  the  whole.     In  the  county 
of  Denbigh   the   proportion   is   only    10 
per  cent.     Therefore  there  exists  friction 
between  landlord  and  tenant  in  a  very 
-acute  form.     It  is  almost  inevitable  that 
there  should  be  a  more  acute  land-hunger 
prevailing  in  Wales  than  in  England,  when 
there  is  a  clear  line  of  cleavage  between 
the  general  body  of  landowners  and  the 
tenants   on   great   questions   of   political 

opinions   and   of    religious    creeds.      In  j  personal  knowledge,   and    wbenl 
Wales    the    farms   are  smaller  than  in  |  there  were  in  the  year  1891  ww 
England  ;     there    are     more    applicants  !  less  people  living  there  than  ua 
for   them,  and    the   country  is    poorer. 
If  any   lion.    Member  chooses    to    look 
closely   into    this   matter    he   vill    And 
Abundant  proof  of  what  I  am  saying.     In 

Wales    you    will    find    patches    on    the  ,  ^  ^_ 

mountain  side  which  have  been  culti-  j  the  draining  of  the  population  in  n 
vated,  and  I  venture  to  say  it  would  \  districts  is  a  very  serious  one.  En 
be  impossible  to  And  such  patches  j  all  it  has  a  very  direct  bearing  tmoi 
in  England.  That  seems  to  me  '  labour  problem,  and  no  one  who  w 
to  prove  fully  that  there  are  certain  j  knowledge  whatever  of  the  agricol 
fundamental  differences  between  the  two  :  conditions  of  Wales  and  Welsh  IS 
cases.  1  will  mention  one  further  fact,  j  deny  that  this  is  a  very  serious  qa 
for  all  these  facts  to  my  mind  seem  very  j  at  the  present  moment,  and  links 
relevant  to  the  discussion,  as  showing  that ;  thing  is  done  of  a  far  more  drastic  I 
the  Bill  we  are  now  discussing-  although  i  than  will  be  accomplished  by  this ! 
undoubtedly  in  certain  respects  it  is  a.i  j  foar  that  the  agricultural"  outto 
improvement  upon  the  existing  law-will  ;  y]  frQm  ^  8tandpoint  ig  noti 
not  touch  even  the  fringe  of  the  question  \      .  u  ^  ,      .      , , 

so   far  as    Wales   is   concerned.      Every  !  brlSht  ono- .  But   not   only   *  * 
question  in  regard  to  agricultural  reform  |  stant    draining    of    the    best    life 
turns   upon   one   or   two   considerations.  !  country  through   the  depopulation 
First,  there  is  the  question  of  fixity  of  j  rural  districts  a   serious    matter  h 
tenure.     During  the  first  eighty  years  of  j  agricultural  point  of  view,  but  it 

this  centurv  the  rents  of  the  whole  of  I  OA  •  ,,a  f^.,    „     «„*.;^„i      *     j ; 

,,     i      i      v    t  ,,  .,              .       ,              -4i  ■  serious  trom  a    national   standpo: 

England  rose  lb\J  per  cent.,  whereas  with  •         .,,.,     .  ,        A        _       ,   *^ 
rqprd  to  the  rents  in  Wales  during  the  ;  would  hke  to  corroborate  what  has « 
same   period    they   rose   69*9   per  cent. 
This  fact    in  regard    to  the   greatly   en- 
hanced rise  of  rent  in  Wales,  as  compared 

Mr.  Hrrhert  Itolvrt*. 


clearly  to  the  House :  At  tie  \ 
of  this  century  the  population  i\ 
was  about  500,000,  but  since  tkj 
it  has  increased  100  per  cent 
side  with  this  upward  moTemald 
population  in  Wales  there  is  tbi 
fact,  that  from  the  year  1840  ind  a 
there  has  been  an  alarming  <* 
the  agricultural  population,  liij 
two  instances  bearing  upon  thafafi.1 
a  rural  sanitary  district  of  wfciAM 


before,  and  during  the  last  fifty] 
there  has  been  an  actual  incretae  ii 
rural  population  of  the  country.  V 
falls  short  of  the  natural  inooftl 
132,000     people.        This      questa 


been  said  in  regard  to  the  best 
Wales  lying  in  the  rural  districts, 
depends  very  largely    upon  agric 
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whether  these  people  remain 
lot.     If  you  want  them  to  re- 
he  soil  you  must  make  the  con- 
their  life  more  satisfactory.     I 
this  Bill,  though  it    is  a  step 
ace,    and  a  step    in    the   right 
*  is  a  very  small  measure.     I  will 
ictly  frank  with  the  Government. 
differ  from   my  hon.  friend  below 
aying  that  I  never  expected  them 
y  out  the   wishes  of    the  great 
y  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Wales 
cd  to  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
rf  that   Commission.      I  remember 
well  a  few  months  ago  the  Home 
awry  saying  that  if  we  required  legis- 
of  that  kind  we  must  go  elsewhere 
>%  it.      I   recognise   that  fact,   but 
toneless  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  repre- 
fcg  a  large  agricultural  constituency, 
*y   that,   although   I   welcome    this 
i  Bill,  I  do  not  accept  it  as  a  solution 
Xe  Welsh  land  question. 

to.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 

:  I  cannot  entirely  agree  with  what 

%  from  my  hon.  friend  who  last  spoke 

to  this   Bill  being  altogether  a  very 

tfcall  step  in  the  right  direction.     In  the 

tar  remarks  I  shall  make  I  shall  point  out 

feat  this  Bill  is  distinctly  a  retrograde 

fceasure  from  the  position  taken  up  in  the 

pet  of  1833.     At  any  rate,  the  intention 

f    the    Legislature    in    1883,    however 

bfective   in  working  out,  seems  to  me 

t>  represent  a  more  progressive  stage  of 

fislation,  judged  from  the  point  of  view 
the  tenant  farmer  and  of  agriculture, 
ban  the  present  Bill  does.  I  have  been 
Ittitled  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  Welsh 
[ue8tion,  because  the  Agriculture  Com- 
oission  on  which  I  sat  examined  a 
wrge  number  of  Welsh  witnesses  as  well 
«  witnesses  from  England  and  Scotland. 
Fhe  Welsh  witnesses  were  gentlemen  of 
preat  ability,  and  some  of  them  strong 
representatives  of  the  landlord  interest 
n  Wales.  I  remember  one  witness  in 
^articular,  Mr.  Tennant,  gave  extremely 
mportant  evidence  from  the  landlords* 
K)int  of  view  which  went  to  establish 
manswerably  the  general  case  referred 
o  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend.  I 
an  not  quite  assent  to  the  attitude  which 
ny  hon.  friends  have  taken  up  in  sepa- 
ating  the  Welsh  land  question  absolutely 
rom  the  question  of  agricultural  hola- 
rigs  in  England  and  Scotland.  Granting 
he  full  strength  of  the  historical  argu- 
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ments  as  affecting  the  tenure  of  land,  I  can- 
not admit  for  a  moment  that  the  economic 
arguments  or  the  legal  and  equitable 
arguments  are  at  all  different  in  the  case* 
of  Welsh  farmers  from  similar  arguments, 
in  the  case  of  tenant  farmers  in  England 
and  Scotland.  After  very  careful  con- 
sideration  of  the  evidence  it  seems  to  me 

|  that  the  arguments  are  very  much  the-. 

|  same  as  those  which  induced  Sir  James 
Caird  and  other  thoughtful  economists  and 

i  agricultural  reformers  to  advocate  much 
the  same  group  of  reforms  for  England 
and  Scotland  which  the  Welsh  Land  Com- 
mission recommended  for  Wales.     I  wish 
to   make    my    own    position   clear  with 
regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Welsh  Land 
Commission,  because  I  do  not  admit  that 
any  special  reasons — economic  or  legal — 
exist  for  the  carrying  out  of  these  reforms, 
in  Wales  which  do  not  exist  to  an  almost, 
equal  or  even  a  greater  extent  in  some  of 
the  counties  of  England    and    Scotland. 
Before  the   House  assents  to  the  Third! 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will,  I  wish  in  the  first  place  to  express, 
my  personal  regret  that  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  unable  to  be 
present     to-night     to     bring     this    Bill 
to   a  conclusion,  much  as  I  differ  from 
many  of   the   arguments   which   he   has. 
advanced   during    the    passage     of    the 
measure  through  the  House.     It  seems  to^ 
me  that  this  Bill  represents  a  largo  ex- 
tension of  the  power  of  the  landlords  in 
this  country.    I  do  not  know  if  the  House 
generally  realises  how  much  greater  the 
power  of  the  landlords  will  be  in  dealing* 
with  their  tenants  as  a  result  of  this  Bill. 
In  the  first  place,  while  the  Bill  does  not 
carry  out  a  change  suggested  by  many- 
agricultural  reformers,  that  both  parties ; 
should  have  equal  rights  to  put  the  Act 
into  operation,  it  gives  to  the  landlord 
the  right   to    bring  the   whole   of    the 
claims    he    can    make  at  common    law 
into  arbitration  as  a   set-off  against  the 
claim  of   the  tenant,  and   the  landlord's 
claim  can  now  be  enforced  even  if  it  exceed  f 
the  amount  which  the  tenant  can  provi 
to  be  due  to  him  for  improvements.    Tha 
is  a  distinct  and  very  important  alteratio 
of    the    law.      Under    the    Agricultur 
Holdings  Act  of  1883  the  landlord  cou 
not  enforce  any  counterclaim  for  a  larg 
amount  than  the  amount  awarded  as  co 
pensation   to   the  tenant.      If  a   ten; 
established  a  claim  for  improvement* 
£200  under  the  schedule  of  the  Act 
1883,  and  his  landlord  were  able  to  se 
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•a  counter-claim  for  dilapidations  for  £300 
or  £400.  he  would  not  be  able  to  recover 
more  than  £200  ;  hut  by  the  present  Bill 
'the  landlord  can  enforce  his  full  claim  even 
if  it  exceeds  the  claim  established  by  the 
tenant.  Then,  again,  he  has  a  longer  period 
.for  introducing  his  claim.  Seven  days  after 
.the  commencement  of  the  arbitration  he 
may  spring  any  number  of  claims  on  the 
tenant — claims     which     in    my   opinioh 
ought  not  to  be  sprung  on  the  tenant  at 
all.     In  some  parts  of  Scotland  and  also 
in  Lincolnshire  arbitrators  have  held  that 
■a  receipt  for  rent  should  be  held  to  bar 
claims    for    previous    dilapidations,   and 
that   estates    ought    to   be   managed    so 
(carefully   that   it    should    bo    the    duty 
of  the  landlord  to  inform  the  tenant  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  if  ho  were 
not     properly    treating    the    land,    and 
•that  arrears  for   dilapidation  and  waste 
.-should   not   be   allowed    to    accumulate, 
and  that  therefore  the  landlord    should 
bo   prevented   from   springing  such   un- 
limited   claims    on    the    tenant.     Then, 
.again,  I  maintain  that  it  is  a  very  wrong 
thing  for  the  Government  to  provide  no 
limitation  whatever  after  two  of  its  mem- 
bers— the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Hoard   and   the   President   of   the 
Board  of  Agriculture — had  signed  a  recom- 
mendation   that    in    regard     to     yearly 
tenancies     the    limit   for    counter-claims 
should  be  two  years.     The  present  limit 
is  four  years,  and  the  universal  demand 
.has  been  that  it  should  be  limited  to  two 
years,  but   under  this  Bill  the  landlord 
would  be  perfectly  free  to  set  up  counter- 
claims without  any  limitation  whatever, 
unless,  of  course,   the  tenant  set  up  the 
■statute  of  limitations  to  bar  that.     That 
would  mean  at  best  a  six  years  limit,  and 
the  result  will  be  that  many  tenants  will 
'h<*  frightened  out  of  making  any  claim 
whatever  for  improvements  by  the  fact 
that  the  landlord  might  1  ring  in  unlimited 
counter-claims,   and    so    place    them    in 
the   invidious  position  of   having  to  set 
up   the   statute  of   limitations.     That  is 
placing    the    tenant    in    a    very    unfair 
[position.     The   third   point   in    which  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  position  of  the  land- 
ilonl  is  strengthened  is  the  alteration  with 
regard  to    freedom    of   sale  of   produce. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of   Agricul- 
ture has  stated  that  he  will  introduce  in 
another   place  some   further    alterations 
into  the  fourth   subsection  of  Clause  1, 
but  the  Bill  as  it  stands  will  undoubtedly 
place  the  landlord  in  a  position  in  which 

J/r.  Channinq. 


j  he  can  bar  the  right  of  fredbt 

by  special  agreement  as  to  ii^, 

j  of  manurial   return,  and  in  iki 

!  holdings  near  large  towns  ife 

i  been  understood  that  there  n 

j  freedom,  tbo  tenant  sending  >*« 

'  duce  and  carting  back  manorua 

(  fair  arrangement  might  thiuitic 

i  The  next  point  in  which  the  ha 

i  placed  in  a  stronger  position  tk 

I  now,  is  that  the  parties  willaaj 

equality  as  regards  the  serving  d 

The    main   extension  of  the  U 

power  is  one,    however,  whid  l3 

i  neither  the  House  nor  the  coomnl 

I  fully   grasped    the  meaning  oi'fl 

.rather  a  difficult  question  to  explauj 

found  myself  when  I  endeavoured  n 

!  plain  it  to  some  practical  farmtnu 

:  Council   Meeting  of    the  Chub 

:  Westminster  Hall.     The  first  n\m 

\  of  Clause   2   undoubtedly  give*  > 

landlord  a  power  which  he  does  a 

;  present  possess  of  depriving  his  fan 

any  right  to  have  recourse  to  the 

tration  procedure  provided  underin 

:  The  landlord  will  now  be  enabled^ 

on  an  agreement  in  regard  to  aitit 

not  only  as  to  the  conditions  under 

;  settlements  are    to   be   arrived 

I  that  on  his  estate  all  disputes  an 

■  referred  to  Mr.  So  and  So.    It  i 

1  able  that  the  landlord  and  tenan 

be  free  to  agree  as  to  the  scales 

pensation   for   various   improver 

the  beginning  of  the  tenancy.    ! 

perfectly  reasonable  that  when  c 

made  for  compensation  for  impr 

at  the  end  of  the  tenancy,  the 

:  mode  of  payment  should  be  s 

agreement,    but   there    is   a  tr 

difference  between  the    old  Act 

Bill,  because  under  the  Bill  the 

is  bound  to  have  regard  to  a 

ment  that  may  be  in  force  at 

An  agreement  may  have  been  en 

years  and  years  before  withoutai 

ration  of  the  special  circumstan 

which  the  tenancy  may  be  te 

and  it  is  not  in  the    interest  of 

reasonable  procedure   we   are 

in   the    Bill    that    we    should 

the   landlord   the   power    of    b< 

to    say    to     the    tenant,    "Thi 

clause    in  your  agreement    wl 

vents  your   doing  anything   ui 

Act.     You  may  think    you  an 

proceed  to  arbitration  provided 

the  Act  of  Parliament,  but   vo 

ment  bars  that,  and  you  are  abeo 
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sy."     That  is  a  very   important , 
n,    and   I   may   say  I  was    pro- ! 

disappointed  when  the  right  hon.  i 
an  the  President  of    the    Board  | 
culture  finally  refused  to  remove  i 
xmous  power  from  the  hands  of  i 
llords.     It  seems  to  me  that  this  j 
ike  it  or  leive  it "  Bill,  and  that 
is  and  agent3  will  be  enabled  to  ' 
itate   agreements  on   the   tenants  I 
3T  they  are  in  a   strong  enough  I 
u     For  these  and  other  reasons  I  \ 
f  strongly  as  to  the  character  of  this  | 
icb,  if  this  tremendous  power  were  j 
I  from  the  landlords,  might,  with  | 
ments,  be  made  a  very  useful  and  | 
le  measure.      I  now  turn   to  the  i 
de  of  the  picture.     What  does  the  I 
get  out  of  this  Bill  1     He  gets  the  i 
»  make  a  garden  under  one  acre,  i 
it  to  plant  an  orchard,  also  under  | 
b,  and  the  right  to  make  osier  beds  j 
►ne  acre.     He  will  also  get  a  few  | 
s  for  the  droppings  of  his  horses, 
rill  bo  a  most  trivial  compensation, 
tiere  is  also  a  trivial  concession  for 
suy  pasture.      And   even   that  is 
wholly  prospective.     I  put  down, 
juance  of  the  suggestion  of    Mr. 
Sewell  Read,   a  proviso    that   in 
»e  of  temporary  pasture,  compen- 
would  be  given  for  the  improve- 
:  made  not  more  than  three  years 
the  end  of  the  tenancy  ;  but  even 
[icession  was  rejected  when  moved 
j    hon.    friend    the    Member   for 
Hampshire.    I  should  have  thought 
ome    appreciation    of     what     the 
j    of    England,   especially    in  the 
i  Counties,  have  done  during  the 
lars   to   keep   themselves   and  the 
ds  going  would  have  been  shown. 
• ;  the  concessions  which  have  been 
X)  the  tenants  are  really  too  trivial 
tion.  There  will  be  no  real  extension 
r  powers  under  this  Bill,  whereas 
>us  powers  are  given  go  the  land- 

I  must  say  that  I  do  wish  that  we 

this  House  a  few  representatives 
farming  interest.  That  would  be 
good  thing  for  us,  and  I  would  not 
hether  they  sat  on  the  Conserva- 
enches    or    on   these    benches;    I 

welcome  them  all  the  same. 
Government  have  rejected  many 
tions  made  by  the  Chambers 
riculture,  and  many  suggestions 
by  the  Commissions ;  they  have 
>d    the     principle    of    giving    the 

freedom  in  carrying  out  improve- 


ments suitable  for  his  holding,  and  the 
principle  that  a  tenant  farmer  should  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  every 
other  temporary  holder  of  real  estate  who 
is  dispossessed  of  it  and  loses  trade  inte- 
rests and  goodwill  thereby.  The  Govern- 
ment have  also  rejected  the  Amendment, 
which  was  supported  by  the  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  as  regards  the  laying  down 
of  permanent  pasture.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  tenant  farmers  of  England,  who 
are  mainly  supporters  of  the  party  oppo- 
site, have  been  treated  in  this  Bill  with 
singular  ingratitude.  The  Government 
have  thrown  away  an  enormous  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  a  great  economic 
question  which  is  of  vast  importance  to 
the  country.  It  was  the  best  type  of 
tenant  farmers  who  during  the  period  of 
depression  kept  the  landlords  going, 
proving  that  agriculture  in  qualified 
hands  is  a  sound  and  progressive  in- 
dustry. But  it  is  a  terrible  thing  that, 
as  a  conclusion  of  all  these  Commissions 
and  inquiries,  and  as  a  wind  up  of  all 
the  information  which  has  been  received 
as  to  the  causes  of  agricultural  depres- 
sion, this  trumpery  measure  should  be 
the  result,  and  that  it  should  give  in- 
creased powers  to  the  landlords,  who 
have  done  so  much  to  hinder  agriculture 
in  the  past,  and  should  have  no  regard 
for  the  equitable  rights  of  the  tenants  or 
the  economic  rights  of  the  State. 

Colonel  KEiSTYON-SLANEY  (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) :  I  should  like  to  deal 
with  the  debate  as  far  as  it  has  pro- 
gressed. It  is  significant  to  us  on  this 
side  of  the  House  that  the  debate  should 
have  been  opened  by  a  Scotch  Member 
who  dwells  in  London,  and  who  has  never 
owned  or  occupied  any  agricultural  land 
whatever.  Then  we  have  had  the  inter- 
vention of  the  distinguished  representa- 
tive from  England  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and,  in  accordance  with  his  reputation, 
he  has  spoken  at  great  length.  I  cannot 
help  telling  the  hon.  Member,  in  all 
courtesy  and  all  straightforwardness,  that 
in  the  general  opinion  of  all  agricul- 
turists in  this  country,  whether  occupiers 
or  owners,  inasmuch  as  he  has  not  had 
the  advantage  of  any  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subject,  he  is  regarded 
merely  as  an  agricultural  phonograph, 
and  that  agriculturists  are  not  prepared 
to  accept  his  opinions  on  these  questions. 
If    there     is    one    branch    of    industry 
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more  than  another  with  which  it  is 
necessary  that  a  man  should  have  a 
practical  acquaintance  before  he  lays 
down  the  law,  it  is  agriculture. 
We  have  heard  nothing  but  groans  from 
our  acquaintance,  who  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  practical  management 
of  land  either  as  farmer  or  owner.  He 
has  been  talking  in  many  instances  to 
those  who  have  spent  their  whole  lives  as 
owners  or  farmers,  and  who  knew  the 
practical  economic  conditions  of  land 
management.  The  propositions  which  he 
has  laid  down  are  for  the  most  part 
rotten    and   altogether    untenable,     and 


landlord  and  tenant  became  fa 
different  creeds.    We  were  t*ii 
of  the  reasons  why  Walt*  had  a 
difference  of  treatment  totbeiv 
United  Kingdom  was  that,  ms 
nately,  the  agricultural  popkaj 
was  decreasing,  and  that  the  n 
for    farms    was    enormou*.    ] 
to    me    that  these  argumtUB 
tradictory  and  self-destroetivt  1 
statement  was  made  that  in  Waki 
had  been  a  very  considerable  »j 
value  of  the  rental  of  land   I/:fc| 
Gentleman  who  used  that 
into  an  estate  office  and  see  the 


would  never  have  been  laid  down  by  any-  |  increase   in  the  amount  spent  a  i 


one  who  had  not  the  audacity  of  ignor- 
ance in  these  matters.  "We  have  heard  of 
the  intervention  of  Scottish  pedants,  and 
of  the  agricultural  phonographs,  but  the 
intervention  of  the  Welsh  Members  is  of 
another  character.  I  welcome  with  all 
cordiality  their  perfectly  different  tone. 
The  name  oftenest  used  by  the  Welsh 
Members  in  support  of  their  views  is 
noble   relative 


and  on  farm  buildings  by  the  bri 
For  many  years  I  have  been  a  i 
trustee  on  the  largest  estate  ml 
and  I  can  say  without  fear  of  m 
tion  that  the  expenditure  i 
years  on  estates  in  Wales  his  b 
great  as  to  justify,  at  any  rafc, 
improvement  in  the  rent  Itk< 
to  me  that  the  argument  has 
raised  that    there   has    been  i 


that  of  a  noble  relative  of  mine ;  but 
perhaps  I  have  talked  over  this  subject !  demand  for  land  than  in  Engk 
more  frequently  with  him  than  they  have,  |  there  not  something  in  this :  thati 
and  know  more  of  his  opinions  than  they  do.  ;  there  are  smaller  holdings  and 
I  have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  being  the  |  farms  than  exist  in  some  portions 


land?  It  is  well  known  thai 
England  the  demand  for  small 
considerable  and  satisfactory, 
demand  for  large  farms  is  often 
I  come  to  another  question 'of 


representative  of  m  English  constituency 
separated  from  Wales  only  by  an  imagin- 
ary line.  Therefore,  it  can  well  be 
imagined  that  the  Welsh  case  has  parti- 
cular interest   for  me  :  and  sometimes  I  ; 

could  not  help  wondering  whether  the  !  may  be.  expected  to  know  son* 
hon.  Members  from  Wales  have  not  mis- ;  have  a  warm  feeling  for  Wales 
taken  their  own  case.  At  any  rate,  these  ;  tie  of  neighbourhood  and  famil 
hon.  Members  will  not  accuse  mo  of  any  I  live  in  the  county  I  repres- 
wantof  courtesy  if  Ido  not  agreewith them,  is  only  separated  from  Wales  ' 
Some  of  their  arguments  are  difficult  to  ;  ficial  line.  There  are  se\ei 
understand.  One  hon.  Member  said  that 
the  loss  when  a  change  of  tenancy  occurred 
was  very  considerable  to  the  tenant ;  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  loss  to 
the  owner  is  just  as  great  as  to  the  tenant. 
Then  something  was  said  about  the  acute 
differences  which  exist  in 
the  landlord  holds  a  creed 


that  of  his  tenant,  the  landlord  being  a 
member  of  the  Established  Church,  and 
the  tenant  a  Nonconformist.  But  we 
have  instances  in  England,  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, and  puts  of  Wales  where  large 
landowners  belong  to  the  lioman  Catholic 
Church,  and  yet  they  are  on  absolutely 
good  terms  with  the  Protestant  tenants 
on  their  estates.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
sound  argument  to  say  that  in  Wales 
there    is    an   acute  divergence   between 

Colonel  K>  ;i  yon  -Sb '  m-if. 


partly  in  Shropshire  and  parti; 
Welsh  border.  Now  I  have 
that  on  these  estates,  on  one 
river  or  high  road,  there  is  absoh 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  tenant* 
tenure,  and  absolutely  none  of  t 
Wales,  because  described  by  hon.  Gentlemen  op1 
different  from    on  merely  crossing   the  river  c 


find  tenants,  who  hold  from 
landlord  and  on  the  same  tern 
hopeless  and  burning  desire  f< 
of  their  condition.  It  merely 
where  the  English  system  has 
with  the  greatest  vigour,  there 
national  desires  seem  to  hav< 
and  the  national  feeling 
have  become  less  acute.  '. 
ment,  therefore,  is  to  fi 
troduce  the  English    system  i 


Agricultural 


{19  July  1900} 


Holdings  Sill 


570 


Leh,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
:>  champion  and  uphold.  Although 
y  admit  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

a  right  to  use  the  results  of  the 
Land  Commission  in  his  favour, 
*  my  opinion  that  the  attempt  to 
at  I  believe  to  be  an  absolutely 

distinction  between  the  condition 
MS  and  that  of  England  must  be 
ly  bad  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
farmers.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
we  thresh  out  this  question  we 
proach  a  state  of  things  in  which 
rill  not  be  unwilling  to  learn  what 
I  has  to  teach,  and  England  will 
inwilling  to  learn  what  Wales  has 
l.  I  believe  that  there  is  rather 
ig  desire  in  the  background  on  the 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  to  create 
ng  dangerously  akin  to  that  dual 
up  which  has  been  the  curse  of 
>er  isle.  I  am  therefore  one  of 
ho  welcome  this  Bill,  all  the  more 

it  is  not  what  it  is  the  fashion  to 
rastic  Bill.  I  am  afraid  drastic 
on  is  generally  dangerous  legis- 
tnd  introduced  by  the  most  ignor- 
ions  of  the  legislature.  Therefore, 
;h  as  this  Bill  proceeds  on  moder- 
ns, it  is,  I  believe,  all  the  more 
to  be  useful.  Though  it  does 
smbody  all  the  suggestions 
>uld  have  wished,  it  does 
3  many  which  are  extremely 
9  and  likely  to  do  good.  It  does 
as  far  as  many  of  those  interested 
culture  would  have  liked  to  go; 
aay  be  amended  in  that  direction 
lture  time.  It,  however,  meets 
vanting  remedy,  and  will  place  the 
)ns  of  landlord  and  tenant  on  a 
footing.  It  may  bo  that  some 
Parliament  will  take   up  all  the 

agricultural  tenancy,  and  codify 
i  a  form  which  will  be  much  more 
ble  than  now  to  people  who  are 
linted  with  the  law.  I  think  the 
>n  given  to  the  Bill  has  been  in 
;ordance  with  its  merits.  Those 
,ve  no  political  end  in  view,  but 
desire  to  see  a  moderate  change 
agricultural  and  social  conditions 
Fnited  Kingdom,  welcome  the  Bill, 
3  Government  may  rest  assured 
will  be  so  received  in  all  parts  of 
ntry. 


LLOYD-GEORGE     (Carnarvon 
hs):    I   cannot    congratulate    the 
LXXXVL   [Fourth  Series.] 


hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Newport  on 
the  very  excitable  performance  which  he 
has  just  made,  which  can  only  be  explained 
on  the  suspicion  that  the  hot  weather  has 
affected  him.  His  attack  on  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Northamptonshire 
was  exceedingly  uncalled  for  and  un- 
justifiable. I  attended  some  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Committee  on 
Trade  when  this  Bill  was  under  discussion, 
and  I  found  my  hon.  friend  addressing 
himself  to  the  details  of  the  Bill  in  a 
most  intelligent  manner,  which  showed 
that  his  study  of  the  questions  at  issue 
had  been  very  thorough.  It  is  remark- 
able that,  although  the  hon.  Member 
for  Newport  made  this  attack  in  sweep- 
ing terms  on  the  hon  Member  for 
East  Northamptonshire,  he  has  not  con- 
descended to  address  himself  to  a  single 
point  of  criticism  of  the  Bill  before  the 
House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken 
upon  himself  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
tenant  farmers  of  Wales  as  well  as  of 
England.  He  complained  of  my  hon. 
friend  as  being  a  mere  agricultural  phono- 
graph, but  I  cannot  say  that  my  hon. 
friend  is  a  phonograph  of  Welsh  opinion. 
|  The  Welsh  farmers  have  spokesmen  on 
their  own  behalf,  although  it  seems  to 
have  been  reserved  for  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  represents  the  English  consti- 
tuency of  Newport  to  voice  the  real 
grievances  of  the  Welsh  tenant  farmers. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  he  had  a 
practical  acquaintance  with  agriculture, 
but  he  will  allow  me  to  say  that  his  views 
on  this  subject  are  rather  vitiated,  to  the 
extent  that  he  represents  only  one  party 
and  not  the  other.  His  views  on  this 
question  might  be  as  unconscionable  as 
mine  would  be  on  a  bill  of  costs.  After 
all,  he  represents  the  landlord  interest,  and 
he  understands  it  from  that  point  of  view. 
Undoubtedly  he  knows  something  about 
Welsh  estates;  but,  unfortunately,  he 
represents  the  best  Welsh  estates.  He 
does  not  know  anything  of  the  Welsh 
estates  of  which  we  complain,  and  to 
which  both  the  majority  and  the  minority 
of  the  Welsh  Commission  referred.  If 
all  the  estates  were  managed  like  those 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  is  identified, 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  Welsh  land 
question  would  never  have  reached  the 
acute  phase  which  the  House  is  forced  to 
recognise  as  now  existing,  by  the  fact  that 
we  are  taking  three  or  four  hours  in  dis- 
cussing these  points.  Therefore,  the  hon. 
Gentleman' is  not  a  very  good  witness  in 
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a  matter  of  that  sort.     I  disagree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Northampton- 
shire as  much  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newport  on  certain  points.  Neither  of  the  ! 
two  hon.  Members  really  understands  the  | 
Welsh  land  question.     My  hon  friend,  it ' 
is  true,  sat  on  the  Agricultural  Commis-  j 
sion,  and  upon  the  basis  of  certain  evidence 
given  before  that  Commission  he  comes 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Welsh  question 
is  practically  identical  with  the  English 
question.     I  will  tell  the  hon.   Member 
why  he  should  not  come   to   that  con- 
clusion.    The   Welsh   tenant  farmers  in 
fact  practically  ignored  that  Commission. 
The  only  evidence  given  was  by  Welsh 
landowners  and  agents,  and  only  one  or 
two   tenants.      But    before    the    Welsh 
Land  Commission  evidence  was  given  by 
Welsh    tenant    farmers    from    all    over 
Wales,  and  they  did  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  come  up  to  London  to  give 
evidence  before  the  English  Commission, 
especially  when,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
they  had  no  confidence  in  its  members. 
The  real  difficulty  in  the  case  of  Wales  is 
not  altogether  economic.     It  is  to  a  large 
extent  a  question  of  sentiment.     It  is  all 
very  well  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  when  he  comes  to  Shropshire  he  finds 
no  difficulty.     But  it  is  very  curious  that 
wherever    you    get  a  Celtic  peasantry, 
whether  it  be  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land, or  in  Ireland,  or  in  Wales,  there  is 
the   same  difficulty — namely,  the   senti- 
mental clinging  to  the  soil,  which  renders 
it  hard  for  them  to  judge  the  question  of 
rent  from  a  purely  commercial  point  of 
view,  impartially  and  calmly  ;  it  seems  to 
hamper  their  judgment  altogether.     The 
hon.  Gentleman   knows   very   well   that 
when  you  get  hold  of  one  of  these  peasants 
on  a  small  farm  in  the  hills,  he  will  pay 
iiny  rent  up  to  the  last  penny  in  his  pos- 
session before  he  will  quit  his  farm.     It 
is  not  the  owners  of   estates  represented 
by  the   hon.   Member  for  Newport  that 
will  take   advantage   of   that  sentiment. 
They  know  that  these  men  are  very  good 
tenants.     But    the    difficulty    comes    in 
when  you  come  to  the  small  landowners, 
especially  when  you  come  to  the  men  who 
invest  in  land  and  want  it  to  pay  4  and 
5  per  cent.     These  take  advantage  of  the 
sentimental  weakness     of    the     peasant, 
and    utilise    that     in     order    to     raise 
the      rent      and       extort      from      him 
the  uttermost  farthing;  and   when  that 
fails  they  let  the  holding  to  another  man 
who  would  bo  also  roady  to  pay  his  last 

Mr.  Lloyd-Gconjt. 


penny.     The  English  vnm\ 

the  other  hand,  ismucheooki 

a  more  or  less  commercol  t»1 

transaction.     He  saya,  "Tfci 

not  pay  me,"  and  he  gives  ^ 

fortunately  that  is  not  the  tati 

small    farmers   in   Wale*,  " 

Ireland,  who  go  on  borrowin- j 

other  to  keep  on  their  hoMiapi 

whole  community  is  more  ark 

rupt.     I  wish  to  call  attentioatil 

in  which  the  Government  k«'a 

ins  with    these    Commission  tl 

culture    and    the    Land  quaaj 

have  had  an  Agricultural  Coi 

England  and  Wales,  which  i 

three  recommendations.    Tkerk 

in  an  interim  Report  in  N9S.  i 

moment  it  was  presented  there  i 

lation  upon  it — so  far  a*  it  hi 

able  to  the  landlords— almost  1 

ink  with  which  it  was  written  ni 

Then  we  waited  for  two  or  thai 

until  wo  got  the  final  Report  of  tkti 

mission,  with  recommendations  nl 

of  the   tenant  farmer  ;  but  seaa 

session  passed  before  we  got  to 

And  what  do  we  find  1    That  i 

does  not  carry  out  the  moderate  t 

mendations  of  that  Commission. » 

short     even    of     the    recommai 

most      favourable     to     the    hi 

over    presented     to    Parliament 

is    the    way    in    which    the  h 

and      tenant      farmers      of    1 

have  been  treated  by  the  Gove 

Well,   there    is  the  Welsh  Lac 

mission,  which  presented  a  Reno 

end  of  1895.     There  were  a  tr 

mendations  made   unanimously 

I  Commission,   which    included  ' 

!  Baronet    the     Member    for 

;  Lord  Kenyon,  and   Professor 

I  — all    Liberal     Unionists,    ba 

i  men  who  understood  Welsh  &j 

questions,   and   who   were  lar 

I  landlords.       Surely      the     G 

might  have    taken    their    rec 

tions,  because  they  representee 

mum  of  the  Welsh  tenant  farm 

but  they  absolutely  ignored  tl 

mendations.     Then  there  wai 

mission  on  Local  Taxation,  * 

an  interim  Report  in  favour 

another  section  of  the  suppoi 

Majesty's  Government,  and  t 

bodied  in  legislation  in  the  si 

That  is  the  way  in  which  these  ( 

and  their  Reports  have  lieen 

Whenever  there    is    a    recoi 
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avourable  to  the  landlords  and 
nment  supporters,  we  get  legis- 
xt  when  it  is  for  the  benefit  of 
it  farmer  we  get  a  niggardly 
his  before  the  House. 


[UMPHREYS  -  OWEN  (Mont- 
ire)  :  I  have  only  a  few  words 
support  of  the  strong  case  which 
made  out  by  my  hon.  friend, 
unwilling  to  give  a  silent  vote 
;  matter,  because  this  is  the  only 
ity  I  shall  have  of  giving  voice 
pinion  of  the  great  majority  of 
tituents.  We  have  heard  that 
rery  little  difference  between  the 
nd  English  cases,  but  that  is  dis-  j 
y  the  fact  that  while  the  English  ! 
i  have  dealt  freely  with  the  Bill  1 
le  Welsh  Members  have  not 
it  worth  while  to  criticise  the 
If,  but  have  spoken  on  the 
tent  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
for  East  Glamorganshire, 
trs  to  me  that  the  provision 
pensation  is  good  so  far  as  it 
j  it  does  not  meet  the  demands 
felsh  people.  It  has  been  said 
ordinary  relation  of  landlord  and 
s  created  by  English  law  is  a 
such  as  no  Christian  man  would 
no  sane  man  would  accept,  and 
a  great  deal  of  truth  in  that 
Something  has  been  done  to 
the  inequity  of  the  law  by 
Agricultural  Acts,  but  there  are 
Iships  which  are  involved  in  the 
hip  of  landlord  and  tenant.  The 
ne  to  the  doctrine  that  whatever 
I  in  the  soil  adheres  to  the  soil 
e  property  of  the  landlord — that 
.he  landlord  to  confiscate  the  im- 
nts  of  the  tenant ;  and  the  second 
irity  of  tenure,  which  by  law  is 
m  year  to  year.  I  am  quite 
lat  the  English  tenant  regards 
ion  as  tenant  far  more  from 
ercial  point  of  view  than  the 
in.  A  short  time  ago  a  friend 
that  in  his  part  of  the  country 
a  regular  thing  for  tenants, 
felt  the  least  disinclination  to 
on  their  farms,  to  give  notice  at 
I  remove  elsewhere,  without  the 
sideration  as  to  whether  it  was 
jestral  home  or  not.  Now  I  can 
ith  considerable  confidence  of  the 
Hnperament,  and  I  can  say  that 
ih  tenant  does  not  move  from  a 


farm  upon  which  his  ancestors  have  lived 
without  great  difficulty  or  great  disagree- 
ment with  his  landlord,  and  when  he  does 
move  he  does  not  move  far.  He  desires 
to  live  in  the  same  parish,  orat  any  rate  the 
same .  county.  He  does  not  so  much  want 
to  be  compensated  for  improvements 
which  he  has  made  as  to  be  secure  in  his 
holding.  My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the 
Member  for  Newport  spoke  of  Shropshire, 
and  I  do  not  deny  that  he  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  that  county  and  the  parts 
of  Wales  bordering  on  that  county,  but 
it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  there  is  debateable  land 
on  the  frontier  between  two  different 
races  where  the  one  blends  into  the  other, 
and  that  is  the  case  with  Wales  and 
Shropshire.  English  influence  has  spread 
along  the  valley  of  the  Severn,  and  the 
farmers  on  the  east  side  are  a  very 
different  class  to  the  farmers  on  the  hills 
on  the  west  side,  and  what  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  said  of  his  Flint  and  Denbigh 
neighbours  may  be  perfectly  true,  but 
when  you  come  to  the  men  who  live  upon 
the  hills,  who  speak  Welsh  as  their  native 
language,  and  only  speak  English  for  its 
commercial  convenience,  you  come  to  a 
totally  different  economic  condition  of 
things.  Those  are  the  men  who,  above  all, 
are  pressing  for  security  of  tenure  in  their 
holdings.  My  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
made  the  claim  on  behalf  of  Welsh  land- 
lords that  they  had  spent  a  great  deal  of 
money  upon  buildings  but,  if  he  is  cogni- 
sant of  the  management  of  a  large  estate, 
he  may  have  had  to  deal  with  borrowing 
from  land  improvement  companies  for 
improving  estates  held  by  tenants  for 
life,-  and  if  he  has  he  will  know  that  as  a 
rule  the  justification  given  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  for  imposing  these  burdens 
on  the  fee  simple  is  that  they  are  needed 
to  maintain  the  existing  rents.  My 
strong  inclination  is  to  believe  that  the 
expenditure  which  has  been  made  upon 
different  estates,  though  excellent  in 
itself,  is  an  expenditure  which  does 
not  justify  the  raising  of  rents,  but 
one  which  simply  puts  the  house  in 
a  condition  in  accordance  with  modern 
civilisation,  and  the  modern  standard 
of  comfort.  With  regard  to  dual 
ownership,  I  do  not  advocate  it,  and  I 
have  heard  it  disclaimed  by  the  Welsh 
fanners,  who  do  not  want  it.  They  want 
security  of  tenure  against  capricious  evic- 
tion. The  days  of  capricious  eviction 
are  over,  but  apprehensions  of  it  *till  ^- 
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vail,  and  it  is  a  great  social  evil  that  the 
Welsh  farmers  think  themselves  unable 
to  speak  out  their  minds  in  matters  of 
politics  or  religious  conviction  lest  it 
should  lead  to  such  capricious  eviction.  I 
regret  that  the  Government,  from  their 
fanatical  desire  for  uniformity,  have 
refused  to  give  consideration  to  the 
spocial  ciise  of  the  Welsh  tenant  farmer, 
and  hope  that  if  they  have  another  lease  of 

? lower  they  will  take  care  to  do  so  in  a 
uture  session. 


appreciate  what  the  scope  ml 
the  Bill  are.  Passing  tot 
criticismsof  the  Welsh  3 
recognised  that,  whiletheKDd 
they  could  wish,  it  makes  i 
step  in  advance.  This  w3H 
satisfaction  to  the  President  a'  i 
of  Agriculture.  It  was 
Wales  should  be  accorded  i 
ment  in  respect  of  sgrieukall 
Wales  would  lose  more  than  4i 
gain  if  separate  treatment  ia| 
lishecL  The  hon.  Member  for  ( 
said  the  population  of  Wales  1 
and  there  was  such  "earth-i 
the  tenants  would  pay  an j  raid 
than  quit  their  homes.  I  do  MtV 
this  is  a  matter  of  race;  it  H 
more  a  matter  of  economic  i 
In  many  parts  of  the  coubbti 
to  accidental  circumstances  im\ 
no  facilities  for  enterprise  of  Mji 
kind.  There  are  no  industrial « 
and  the  only  career  a  man 
has  open  to  him  is  to  farm  I 
as  his  fathers  did  before  him.  j 


I  into 

bee; 
iCh 

i  Co 


The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RouKUTFiNLAY.InvernessBurghs):  I  very 
much  regret  the  absence  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  but  I  think  that,  had  lie  been 
hero,  he  would  have  had  every  reason  to 
U>  satisfied  with  the  debate  that  has  taken 
plaoo.  There  has  been  in  all  parts  of 
the  House  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that 
the  Bill  marks  a  substantial  step  in  ad- 
vance. All  are  agreed  that  the  Bill  is 
not  unite  satisfactory,  bur  in  all  ([uarters 

it  has  been  recognised  that  it  hits  done  a  !  industries  are  opened  up  the 
great  deal  in  simplifying  the  procedure,  J  nant  symptoms  of  this  *■ 
and   thai   it   has  do:ie  away    with  one  j  will  disappear  in    Wales  as 
grievance-    that  it  has  enlarged  the  scope  i  Complaint  has  been  made  that  tl 
in  which  compensation  can  be  claimed  in  j  of  the  Welsh  Land  Commission 
urWm  districts.     It  is  true  that  we  have  |  gard  to  the  circumstances  of  Wefak 
h;ul  expressions  ot  satisfaction  from  all  j  culture  has  been  ignored ;  but  it  it  M 
quarters  and  the  only  exception  from  the 
general  unanimity  has  been  in  the  speech  of 
the  hoi i.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire, 
\\  ho  denounced  the  Bill  root  and  branch  ; 
but  I  appeal  from    the  hon.  Member  to 
i he  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  a 
highly     ivpresonta:ive    body,    and    one .. 

ohoivitghly  con\ersant  with"  the  subject ;  who" make  that  suggestion  to  beir inai 
Uah  in  practice  and  theory.  That  \  that  there  is  an  increasing  disr — -12 — =" 
I'hamlvi-  formally  declared  that  the  Bill  \  on  the  part  of  farmers  to  bind  1 
would  tv  ot  substantial  benefit  to  landed  :  down  on  the  land  for  any  long  perioi  k 
pivpnoior*  as  well  as  to  tenants,  and  ;  a  tenant  farmer  to  have  the  right  to  1Q 
Mould  coniiiHiu*  to  a  considerable  j  as  long  as  he  likes  on  the  land,  while  li 
cAtcm  to  promote  the  interests  is  not  to  be  bound  to  stop  as  long  as  i 
oi  i.;Mcitivatv  ::i  :'io  country.  The  landlord  may  desire  to  have  mm » 
t-iif.^vii*  oi  Kngii*h  Mcm'.vrs  have  been  tenant  1  You  cannot  have  ODfrd 
do\o-.CAi  csni'.vly  to  J.ecails,  and  in  some  legislation  of  that  sort.  Another  jw 
i>i  tNtw  cnivisms  :1k\v  ire  wr*  mg.  The  sit  ion  made  was  that  some  provision  on 
hon  VI cm' vi  vr  Kosi  Northamptonshire  to  have  been  made  for  securing  com 
ii^sa-,  -.o  ;:i-u\  '.he  l*:'.!  confers  on  the  sation  for  improvements  to  the  sit 
10  claims,  privi-  temmt  as  distinguished  from  the  quit 
toe  previously  tenant.  Is  a  tenant  to  be  abi 
vi  ;*  absolutely  require  the  landlord  to  buy  his  imp 
Ice.  of  :he  Bill  is  ineuts,  and  then  to  have  the  benef 
.-it>i*  of  Landlord  them  without  paying  any  rent  in  re 
ion.  Member  has  of  them  1  If  we  give  compensatioi] 
.i.ui  has  failed  to   inevitable  result  must  be  that  whs 


to  say  that,  because  several 
portant  recommendations  of  the  ( 
sion  have  been  given  effect  to  in  the  1 
Then,  three  suggestions  have  been  ■ 
The  first  was  that  there  ought  to  tea 
pensation  for  disturbance,  and,  in  i 
fixitv  of  tenure.     I  ask  hon. 


Wk'-Mn 

v%:ijo\ 
•ir.-iS.t  v' 


o.n,    \\*\:\    voga:v. 
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►  one  pocket  we  must  take  out  of 
nr.  A  third  suggestion  was  that 
sue  of  estates  in  Wales  which  got 
mxicery  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
36  appointed  a  sort  of  assessor  to 
■art  of  Chancery  and  advise  the 
ma  to  the  management  of  the 
There  are  grave  objections  to 
•     system    of    dual    management. 

lion.  Member  for  South-east 
suggested  that  the  law  affecting 
fcure  should  be  codified.  I  should 
jad  to  see  such  codification 
aken  if  it  would  be  useful;  but 
not  believe  the    ordinary    tenant 

would  find  the  benefit  arising  from 
s  hon.  Members  expect.  Anyone 
wits  to  know  the  law  about  agri- 
3  will  get  a  much  better  idea  out  of 
-book  than  out  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
lf  I  want  to  know  anything  with 
i  to  a  subject  with  which  I  am  not 
rsant  I  would  much  rather  take  up  a 
ook,  from  which  I  should  be 
to  get  a  better  view  than  by 
ng  through  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
we  ought  not  to  attiich  too  much 
tance  to  the  actual  wording  of  an 
f  Parliament.  There  is  never  any 
of  men  in  the  profession  to  which  I 
;he  honour  to  belong  who  are  ready 
cplain  the  most  obscure  Acts  of 
ment,  and  who  are  ready  to  bring 
eatises,  in  which  everything  is  made 
ir  as  possible.  On  the  whole,  I  ask 
ouse  without  a  dissentient  voice  to 

Third  Reading  to  this  Bill. 


.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
ghs)  :  I  wish  to  join  in  the 
ision  of  regret  at  the  absence  of 
ght  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 

Board  of  Agriculture,  and  also  in 
otest  against  this  Bill  as  an  entirely 
cient  measure  to  meet  the  needs  of 
elsh  tenant  farmer.  I  am  surprised 
he  Government  continue  to  give 
tny  object  lessons  as  to  the  utter 
y  of  appointing  Royal  Commis- 
I  imagine  the  time  is  not  far 
t  when  gentlemen  who  are  well 
ed  to  serve  on  Royal  Commissions 
asolutely  decline  to  do  so,  if  they 

any  self-respect  whatever,  because 
mendations  in  the  case  of  Commis- 
iter  Commission  have  been  delibe- 


rately set  aside  by  even  the  Government 
which  appointed  tho  Commission.  In 
the  case  of  the  particular  Com- 
mission here  concerned,  exception  has 
been  taken  to  it  because  it  was 
appointed  by  a  Liberal  Government.  But 
it  had  upon  it  gentlemen  who  command 
the  confidence  of  the  vast  majority  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — men  like  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Swansea 
Town  and  Lord  Kenyon.  I  might  give, 
instances  of  other  Royal  Commissions, 
appointed  by  Conservative  and  Unionist 
Governments,  which  have  made  identi- 
cally the  same  recommendations,  and 
which  recommendations  are  before  the 
House  in  the  form  of  Bills,  and  yet — I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  because  they 
relate  to  Wales — those  recommendations 
have  been  absolutely  rejected  by  the 
present  Government.  I  venture  to  think 
that  this  is  not  a  proper  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  I  trust  that  in  future  we 
shall  have  a  little  more  attention  paid  to 
the  findings  of  these  Royal  Commissions. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken  has  attacked  the  position 
which  we,  as  representing  Welsh  con- 
stituencies, have  taken  up.  He  has  prac- 
tically denied  that  there  is  any  difference 
whatever  between  Wales  and  England  in 
regard  to  the  conditions  under  which 
land  is  held.  One  of  the  reasons  he  gave 
for  the  land  hunger  that  exists  in  Wales 
is  that  the  industrial  openings  in 
Wales  are  few  as  compared  with  those 
in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
That,  however,  is  not  the  case. 
There  are  plenty  of  industrial  open- 
ings both  in  North  and  in  South  Wales. 
The  families  of  tenant  farmers  and 
labourers  who  have  hitherto  been  in  the 
employ  of  tenant  farmers  have  at  the  pre- 
sent time  the  most  abundant  opportunities 
possible  of  leaving  the  country,  of  serving 
on  railways,  of  going  to  factories,  mines, 
or  quarries.  So  far  as  industrial  openings 
are  concerned,  they  exist  in  North  and 
South  Wales  to  as  great  an  extent  as  in 
most  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  controverted 
the  argument  that  that  land  hunger  arises 
very  largely  from  the  fact  that  Wales  has 
been  peopled  by  a  Celtic  race.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  adduced  some  in- 
stances in  which  there  has  been  Teutonic 
blood  in  the  Celtic  races,  but  there  was 
one  consideration  he  entirely  forgot  in 
regard  to  Wales,  and  that  was  the  lan- 
guage.    In  Wales  nearly  a  million  people 
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years 
rents 


ending  April,  19S4, 
in    the  seven  eastern  ■ 


the  Wj  \ 

in  th*  a, » 


speak  the  Welsh  language,  and  a  very 
large  proportion  of  that  million  speak 
Welsh  alone.  They  hear  of  openings  in 
the  rural  districts  of  England,  but  they  do 
not  avail  themselves  of  them.  Why  is 
that  the  case  ?  It  is  because  the  Welsh 
language  is  the  language  of  their  hearts 
and  their  homes,  the  language  they  have 
heard  all  their  life,  the  language  in  which 
they  have  worshipped  from  earliest  infancy. 

lion.  Members  have  very  little  idea  of  the  j  15*2  per  cent,  below  tlie  I«?n 
enormous  wrench  it  is  to  a  Welshman,  who  j  is  therefore  perfectly  ulmoc 
has  been  accustomed  to  speak  and  to  be  ;  is  a  considerable  difference 
spoken  to  and  to  worship  in  the  Welsh  j  land  and  Wales  in  this 
language,  to  leave  his  home    for    other  ' 
parts,  oven  for  a  part  in  which  he  is  certain 
make  his  fortune,  and  to 


Wales  have  fallen  to 
they  stood  in  1864; 
counties   they  are  n< 
depreciation,  18£  per  cent 
they  were  in  1864,  or,  takuffr 
of    Wales    together,   tbt  ■ 
amounts  to  7*8  per  cent,    f  j 
the  other   hand,    the   j   : 


■W 


I  fad 


to  make  his  fortune,  and  to  live  under 
infinitely  better  economic  conditions  than 
obtain  in  Wales.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  knew  more  of  Wales  in  this 
respect  he  would  understand  that  the 
sentimental  tie — if  so  you  liko  to  call  it 
-  -is  extremely  strong,  and  that  it  binds  a 
Welshman  to  his  own  home  and  to  the 
country  in  which  his  language  is  spoken. 
There  a:v  other  considerations  as  well. 
Wo  have  heard  that  holdings  in  Wales 
are  comparatively  small,  but  the  hon. 
Mouther  for  Newport  appeared  to 
think  the  conditions  were  practically  the 
same  in  Kugland  as  in  Wales  in  this 
rospoct.  1  can  only  take  the  country  as 
a  whole.  The  holdings  from  twenty  to 
lift  v  acres  an*  over  20  per  cent,  of  the 
total  of  holdings  in  Wales,  as  compared 
with  II  per  cent,  in  England;  and  the 
holdings  of  from  sixty  to  a  hundred  acres 
a tv  over  1G  per  cent,  of  the  holdings  in 
Wales  and  only  about  10  per  cent,  in 
Ki inland.  Then  again  with  regard  to 
labour  and  1  would  especially  call  at- 
tention to  this  jtoint — the  average  number 
ot  labourers  employed  varies  from  ten  in 
thi«  eastern  counties  of  England  to 
live  in  the  western  counties  on 
caoh  farm ;  in  Wales  the  number  of 
labourers  is  from  one  and  a  half  to  two 
on  each  farm.  As  further  illustrating  the 
(Hououiie  difference  between  England  and 
Wales  in  this  respect,  I  may  say  that  the 
\\  olsh  farmers,  their  families,  and  the 
labourers  hoarded  on  the  farms,  do  two- 
thirds  of  the  work  of  the  farm;  in  Eng- 
thov  tie  only  one-third.  I  will  give  very 
*ho\-llv  some  official  figures  which  show 
that  I  no  land  hunger  in  Wales  must  have 
allotted  very  materially  indeed  the  rents 
hi  initially  charged  in  that  country.  The 
> aviations  in  the  agricultural  assess- 
ments to  income  tax  for  the  twenty-nine 

M' .  M i'{* it  Lticin. 


one  thing  I  very  deeply  regw* 
tion  with  this  Bill.  The  hoiL  m 
Gentleman  has  spoken  of  it  u  li 
agreed  by  us  to  be  a  Mibstum 
in  advance.     I  wish  it    m 
step  in  advance,  otherwise  we  * 
challenging  the  Third  Reading-.  I 
say  we  agree  it  is  a  substantia 
advance  is,  I  think,  going  a  link 
than  is  warranted  by  the  circi 
the  case.  I  regret  that  the  eboj* 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Nor 
shire  was  not  included   in  iht  i 
was  l>ased  upon  the  unanimous 
dation  of  the  Welsh  Land 
The  recommendation  was  that 
a  tenant  was  capriciously  e vie 
to  say,  received  notice  to  quit  \ 
for  inadequate  reasons,  or  for  u 
cause  than  that  he  had  not  paid  fax 
or  that  he  had  persisted  in  pe 
waste,  and  so  forth — the  tenant  < 
be  permitted  to  claim,  in  addition 
compensation  due  under  the  the  Art  d 
1883,  some  compensation  for  distiutaM 
I  regret  that  that  has  not  been  \ 
into  this  Bill.     If  that  clause  fa 
inserted  it  would  have  been  regard* 
the  Welsh  tenant  farmers  as  a  greater 
cession,  and  we  should  have  been  able » 
say  without  any  reservation  that  thisH 
was  indeed  a  substantial  step  in  adust 
It  seemed  to  me  that  the  hon.  andjeuw 
Gentleman  did  not  deal  adequately  wi 
the  question  of  mortgagees  in  possess! 
and  of  trustees.  There  are  cases  inwtt 
trustees,     owing    to    their     position 
trustees,    are    absolutely    bound   to 
things  which,  perhaps,  if  they  had  sole  a 
unfettered  discretion,  as  individual  or  ] 
vate  owners  would  have,  they  would  nr 
dream  of  doing.  I  have  cases  of  that  hint 
my  mind,  and  there  are  cases  also  wb 
there  are  mortgagees  in  possession ;  tl 
have  none  of  the  social  restraints  of  x 
x  dent  landlords  ;  they  may  be  person* 


Post  Office 


{19  July  1900} 


Sites  Bill 


582 


tio  do  not  care  two  straws 
,nd  or  the  tenant  or  anything 
lan  receiving  as  much  as  they 
i.  I  venture  to  think  that  in 
it  kind,  in  which  great  hard- 
en been  caused  not  merely  to 
enants,  but  to  large  bodies  of 
ne  relief  might  have  been 
le  Government.  It  is  surely 
the  resources  of  statesmanship 
te  means  by  which  persons  of 
3an  be  protected  against  per- 
e  obliged  to  act  extortionately 
r  will,  or  against  persons  who 
ession  as  mortgagees  and  who 
ict  very  heartlessly  indeed,  as 
own  in  the  pasl.  It  appears 
during  this  Parliament  Wales 

reason  to  thank  Her  Majesty's 
t  than  during  any  preceding 
of  which  I  have  any  recollec- 
tiave  made  appeal  after  appeal 
jrnment  of  the  day  for  justice 
l  regard  to  a  large  number  of 
not  merely  the  land  question 
n  regard  to  other  questions  in 
xe  interested.  We  have  laid 
Government  recommendations 
ommissions,  presented  unani- 

the  bodies  from  which  they 
every  one  has  been  rejected, 
isked  very  little,  but  we  have 
lis  Government  still  less.  In 
the  great  questions  in  which 
erested — and  she  is  interested 
ive  hon.  Members  know  in 
;s  of  questions  from  those  in 
ish  Members  are  interested — 
reived  absolutely  nothing  at 
i  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
vote  against  this  Bill,  because 
ling  to  take  whatever  crumb 
om  that  Table,  but  we  have 
bs  the  right  to  say  that  this  ' 
3s  not  meet  the  needs  or  the  ' 

bs  of  the  Welsh  tenant  farmers, ! 

i 

tie  Welsh    representatives  in  ! 
will  continue  to  press  forward  j 
Is   they  have  hitherto  made 
demands    are    conceded  in 
:  measure  than  is  the  case  at 


put,  and  agreed  to. 

the  third  time,  and  passed. 


POST    OFFICE  SITES    BILL. 
[Third  Reading.] 


Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
did  not  wish  to  weary  the  House,  but 
there  were  two  or  three  points  he  desired 
to  have  on  record.  He  understood  that 
although  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  unable  to  assent  to  the  striking  out 
of  Sub-section  3  of  Clause  1,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  recommend  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  Treasury  should  pay  the 
local  authorities  the  rates  during  the 
demolition  of  buildings  until  the  post 
office  was  built.  He  further  understood 
that  in  future  the  plans  should  be  made 
accessible  to  Members  of  the  House.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  promised  to 
give  some  information  as  to  the  persons 
to  be  displaced,  and  it  was  further  under- 
stood that  the  special  privileges  given  to 
the  City  Corporation  should  be  extended 
to  the  other  local  authorities  affected.  As 
to  Clause  9,  it  would  be  an  improvement 
if  it  were  omitted  altogether,  as  it  was 
absolutely  unnecessary. 

THE  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  TO 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) thought  he  had  satisfied  the 
hon.  Member  when  the  Bill  was 
in  Committee.  He  was  perfectly  ready 
to  give  the  assurance  with  regard  to  the 
rates.  With  regard  to  the  number  of 
persons  to  be  displaced,  the  Standing 
Order  did  not  apply  in  London  if  less 
than  twenty  houses  were  taken.  That 
did  not  happen  under  the  Bill,  as  in 
Whitechapel  there  were  only  three  and 
in  Southwark  fourteen.  There  was,  how- 
ever, one  case  in  which,  if  this  were  an 
ordinary  private  Bill,  the  Standing  Order 
would  apply,  and  that  was  the  case  of 
Bristol.  There  forty,  houses  were  to  be 
taken,  thereby  dispossessing  about  194 
occupants.  It  was  not  really  possible  to 
enforce  any  such  Order  on  the  Crown,  but 
he  agreed  that  it  was  perfectly  right  and 
just  that  a  rule  which  applied  to  private 
bodies  should  hold  good  as  regarded  the 
Crown  in  .a  case  of  this  kind,  and  the 
Solicitor  to  the  Post  Office  agreed  with 
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him  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  people  displaced. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COUNTY    COURTS    (INVESTMENT   OF 
DEPOSITS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  pointed  out  that  in 
Ireland  the  repayment  of  deposits  might 
he  made  by  an  Order  either  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  the  county  court.  In  Eng- 
land it  was  by  an  Order  of  the  Treasury. 
It  was  a  little  strange  that  the  Treasury 
should  be  asked  to  make  an  Order  in  a 
civil  matter  in  regard  to  which  they  could 
do  practically  nothing.  Undor  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  there  was  prac- 
tically the  same  subject  dealt  with,  and 
there  the  Order  was  by  the  Treasury  or 
the  county  court.  That  seemed  to  be 
the  correct  form,  and  it  was  a  pity  it  was 
not  adhered  to  in  this  case. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  had  no  doubt 
due  weight  would  be  given  to  the  general 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  with 
regard  to  the  desirability  of  uniformity. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LUNACY    BOARD    (SCOTLAND) 
(SALARIES,  ETC.)  BILL. 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  stated  that  when 
this  Bill  was  first  brought  in  it  proposed 
to  establish  an  entirely  new  principle. 
Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  was  to  be 
paid  to  men  who,  by  Act  of  Parb'ament, 
were  bound  to  discharge  gratuitously,  as 
public  officials,  the  duty  for  which  that 
payment  was  proposed  to  be  made.  The 
clause  to  which  exception  was  taken 
having  been  expunged,  there  was  now  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  passing. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

OIL  IN  TOBACCO  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  : — 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  1 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Hanbury. 


Dr.  TANNER  numd,  nj 
Chairman  do  report  progr&i 
leave  to  sit  again  n ;  but  tfc  & 
being  of  opinion  that  the 
abuse  of  the  rules  of  die  Host 
to  propose  the  Question  thereon 
Committee. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : — 

Question  proposed,  u  Tk  C« 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Dr.  TANNER  mored,  "Ik 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  at 
leave  to  sit  again  ";  but  the  Cm 
being  of  opinion  that  the  mocmi 
abuse  of  the  rules  of  the  Hoos&ti 
to  propose  the  Question  thereopai 
Committee. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill    reported,    without 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INEBRIATES    AMENDMENT  * 
LAND)   BILL  [Lord*; 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  r 
with  an  Amendment. 

Bill  considered,  as  amended ;  r 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  an 
ment. 


DIOCESAN   RECORDS  BILL  ( 
Order  for  Second  Reading  r 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 

RAILWAYS    (PREVENTION   ( 
DENTS)  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considi 
agreed  to. 

GREENWICH  HOSPIT. 
1  Resolved,  That  the  Statem 
estimated  Income  and  Expei 
Greenwich  Hospital  and  Trave 
tion  for  the  year  1900-1901  \n 
— (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  oi 
of  the  16th  day  of  this  ina 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  I 
out  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  five  n 
Twelve 
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ty,  20th  July,  1900. 


SAT    FIRST. 

Strafford  sat  first  in  Parlia- 

>  death  of  his  brother. 


BILL    BUSINESS. 


Chancellor  acquainted 
t  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
I  upon  the  Table  the  Certifi- 
•  Examiners  that  the  further 
ers  applicable  to  the  follow- 
)een  complied  with  : — 

3s  Electrical  Power  Distri- 

he  Certificate  that  the 
;rs  applicable  to  the  follow- 
been  complied  with: — 

Marylebone)  Provisional 
ere  ordered  to  lie    on  the 


H    URBAN  DISTRICT 
TER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

IRAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
FER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

mendments  considered,  and 


NDON  WATER  BILL. 

om   the  Select  Committee, 
ents. 

LONDON    (VARIOUS 
3WERS)  BILL. 

consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 
the  Select  Committee,  with 


ND    NORTH    WESTERN 
ILWAY    BILL. 

om  the  Select  Committee, 
ents. 

TED    TRAMWAYS    BILL. 

om  the  Select  Committee, 
3nts. 

I VI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


BLACKPOOL,    ST.    ANNE'S,    AND 
LYTHAM  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

WANDSWORTH    AND     PUTNEY    GAS 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

ABERDEEN    POLICE    AND    IMPROVE- 
MENT  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

LONDON   COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL. 

EXETER  CORPORATION  BILL. 

KINGSCOURT,  READY,  AND  ARMAGH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

GREAT    INDIAN    PENINSULA    RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL. 

Reported,  without  amendment. 

DURHAM    (COUNTY    OF)    ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2a ; 
agreed  to ;  and  Bills  read  2a  accordingly. 

MIDLAND   GREAT   WESTERN    RAIL- 
WAY OF  IRELAND  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3",  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

DEARNE    VALLEY    RAILWAY    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the   Commons  agreed 
to. 

GLYNCORRWG    URBAN   DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 


LONDON  SEA 


WATER 

[H.L.]. 


SUPPLY    BILL 


Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 

WHITECHAPEL  AND  BOW  RAILWAY 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Y 
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GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION   RILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION    RILL  [ill.]. 

Reported  from  the  Joint  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

MIDLAND     GREAT     WESTERN     RAIL- 
WAY  OF  IRELAND  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Joint  Committee 
(with  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  196.) 

EDINBURGH  (HOUSING  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES)  IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

(No.  201.) 

PAISLEY        WATERWORKS         PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  BILL.     (No.  202.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  la  ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

LONDON  (ST.  LUKE)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

LONDON  (SOUTHWARK)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3rt  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  'GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  BILL.  I 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO-  . 
VISIONAL    ORDERS     (HOTSING    OF 
WOKKIXG  CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read   V    (according    to   Order),   and  , 
passed.      '  j 


{LORDS}  Report*,  h. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION 


CLONTARF  URBAN  DfcTBj 
COUNCIL  BILL  ^ 

Report  from  the  Joint  Coon 
the  said  Bills  ought  to  beaUoui 
ceed;    the    proceedings  of  tfe 
Committee  laid  upon  the  Tahiti 
be  printed.     (No.  204.) 


RETURNS,  REPORT*,  m 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT.  ML 
Order  made  by  the  Light  U 
Commissioners,  and  modified  ait 
firmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  utW 
the  construction  of  a  light  nitvq  l 
counties  of  Devon  and  Coranl 
Bero  Alston  Station  to  Cdstok 
the  working  of  a  portion  of  & 
Cornwall  Mineral  Railway  as  i 
railway. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSI 

Fortyiourth  Report  of  Her  ) 
Civil  Service  Commissioners 
Appendix. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (IREU 
Thirty  second   Report  of  th 
Keeper  of  the  Records. 

AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IR] 
Return   for    the    quarter  ei 
Juno,  1900. 

TRADE   REPORTS  — ANNUA] 
No.  2479.  Argentine    Reput 

cultural  ana  commercial  e 
No.  2480.  Argentine  Repuhl 

Ayres). 
No.  2481.  Chile. 
No.  2482.  Greece  (Finances] 
No.  2483.  Austria-Hungary. 

Presented  (by  Command),  ar 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


<;as  orders  confirmation 

BILL  [H.L.]. 
Commons  Amendments  considered  (ac 
cording  to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 


TECHNICAL   INSTRUCTION 
Minute  by   the   Board   of 
;  sanctioning  the   subjects    to 
(No.    l)    under  Clause  8  of  the  Act*  for  i 
of  Middlesex  (fifth  minute).     I 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  ai 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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.    (PREVENTION    OF    ACCI- 
DENTS)   BILL. 

L  from  the  Commons  with  the 
ts  agreed  to. 

\ES    AMENDMENT    (SCOT- 
LAND)   BILL    [h.l.]. 

I  from  the  Commons  agreed 
an  Amendment  ;  the  said 
t  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  con- 
Tuesday  next.  (No.  194.) 

COURTS  (INVESTMENT  OF 
:POSITS>   BILL    [h.l.]. 

.  from  the  Commons  agreed 
lendments  ;  the  said  Amend- 
i  printed.  (No.  195.) 

/TURAL    HOLDINGS    BILL, 
from  the  Commons  ;  read  la ; 
ited ;    and  to  be  read  2*    on 
ext   (The   Lord    Privy    Seal 
(No.  197.) 

BOARD    (SCOTLAND)    SAL- 
ARIES,   ETC.)    BILL. 

from  the  Commons  ;  read  la  ; 
jd  ;  and  to  be  read  2°  on  Tues- 
Che  Lord  Balfour).    (No.  198.) 

,    IN    TOBACCO    BILL. 

from  the  Commons  ;  read  1°  ; 

minted.    (No.  199.) 

OFFICE    SITES    BILL, 
from  the  Commons  ;  read  la ; 
ited  ;     and    referred    to    the 

(No.  200.) 

VND  BOROUGH  FRANCHISE 
LATION  (LONDON)  BILL. 

in  Committee  (according  to 
I  reported  without  amendment; 
tmitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 


■UNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
in    Committee    (according    to 


DRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
•our  of  Burleigh)  :  It  is  not 
n  to  what  burghs  of  barony 
s  of  regality  the  Bill  would 
the  object  of  the  Amendment 
i  my  name  is  to  make  it  clear 
es  not  apply  to  any  burghs 
not  included  in  the  Burgh 
sland)  Act,  1892. 


Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  4,  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out 
from  4  burgh  of  regality  *  to  end  of  clause,  and  to 
insert l  police  burgh  and  any  other  burgh  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland) 
Act,  1892,  to  which  that  Act  applied  from  its 
commencement.,,,— \Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leigh.) 

Amendme/it  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  to  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  : — 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH. 
This  clause  provides  the  method  by  which 
burghs  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  the 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name  makes 
it  possible  to  sue  in  other  ways  and  not 
to  force  them  back  on  this  clause.  It  is 
a  matter  of  agreement,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  opposition. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  9,  page  3,  line  36,  to  leave  out 
*  shall '  and  to  insert  4  may.' " — (Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  to  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  :— 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
This  clause  deals  with  the  reasons  which 
may  disqualify  a  man  from  retaining  his 
seat  as  a  councillor.  Sub-section  (a)  pro- 
vides that  a  person  shall  not  be  disquali- 
fied by  reason  only  of  his  having  any 
share  or  interest  in  any  lease,  feu,  sale, 
or  purchase  of  land,  or  any  agreement  for 
the  same.  Some  of  the  Scottish  burghs 
have  large  property  which  is  known  as 
the  Common  Good,  and  owing  to  the 
absence  of  a  disqualification  such  as  this 
in  the  early  days  of  the  century  a  good 
deal  of  the  property  of  the  burgh  was 
made  use  of.  I  think  it  is  better  that 
these  words  should  not  remain  in  the 
clause,  and  that  if  a  man  has  a  lease  of 
land  from  the  burgh  it  should  disqualify 
him  for  a  seat. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  13,  page  5,  line  20,  to  leave  out 
Sub-section  (a)."— {Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leigh.) 

Y  2 
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aent  agreed  to. 
36,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
j  37  to  60  agreed  to. 

,61:— 

BALFOUR    of    BURLEIGH: 

use  provides  that  in  the  event  of 

rost  being  prevented  at  any  time 

Ifilling,  or  failing  to  fulfil,  any  of 

ties  of  his  office  on  account  of 

absence  from  home,  or  from  atten- 

m%  any  meeting  or  any  other  cause, 

luty    shall  be   performed   by  the 

fcaihe.      The  clause  as  it  stands  is, 

ar,  too  wide,  as  it  would  put  the 

bailie  on  all  the  committees  and 

of  which  the  provost  is  a  member. 

fc>ject  of  my  Amendments  is  to  limit 

*uriness  for  which  the  senior  bailie 

1  act  in  the  absence  of  the  provost 

y  to  municipal  affairs. 

nendment  moved — 

x&    Clause  61,  page    17,    line    31,    after 
oe'    to    insert    'under  this  Act  or  the 

Kb  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892.* "— (Lord 

Jx>wr  of  Burleigh. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  61,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  62  to  87,  agreed  to. 

.Clause  88  :— 

»Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
his  clause  deals  with  the  case  of  an 
ficial  of  a  burgh  who  has  made  away 
ith  the  funds,  and  provides  that  the  defi- 
ency  shall  be  charged  against  the  par- 
cular  rate  to  which  the  funds  beiong, 
hich  are  the  matter  of  his  misconduct. 
.  is  obviously  a  right  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  88,  page  24,  line  25,  after 
evied'  to  insert  'or  funds  managed.'" — 
tord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  88,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  89  to  101  agreed  to. 

Clause  102  :— 

*Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
ropose  to  add  a  proviso  to  this  clause 


for  the  sake  of  making  sure  that  we  are 
preserving  the  existing  law  in  certain 
burghs  whose  council  have  the  power 
of  appointing  one  of  their  number  as 
dean  of  guild. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  102,  page  29,  line  10,  at  end  of 
clause  to  insert  'and  in  any  burgh  where 
under  the  existing  law  it  has  been  the  custom 
of  the  town  council  to  appoint  a  councillor  to 
perform  the  duties  and  functions  formerly 
performed  by  the  dean  of  guild  in  such  council, 
or  in  any  dean  of  guild  court  of  such  burgh, 
the  council  may  continue  to  make  such  an 
appointment,  and  the  whole  provisions  of  this 
Act  relating  to  the  appointment,  tenure, 
vacating  office,  and  supply  of  vacancies  appli- 
cable to  a  bailie  shall  be  applicable  to  the 
councillor  so  appointed.' " — (Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  102,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  103  to  108  agreed  to. 

Clause  109  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Clauses  110  to  115  agreed  to. 

*Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
now  move  a  new  clause  to  make  sure 
that  the  rights  of  counties  in  certain  pro- 
perties which  they  have,  such  as  water- 
works and  the  like,  shall  not  be  affected 
by  this  Bill.  I  am  myself  not  quite  clear 
that  the  clause  is  required,  but  two  or 
three  of  the  counties  in  Scotland  have 
made  representations  that  unless  this 
clause  is  inserted  they  will  run  the  risk 
of  being  deprived  of  their  property,  and 
on  the  whole  I  think  it  is  wise  to  insert 
the  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  insert  as  a  new  clause,   ( Nothing  ii 
this   Act    contained    shall    affect  the  right 
powers,  or  authorities  of  any  county  council  c 
district  committee  of  a  county  council  or  loci 
authority  of  a  county  or  a  district  of  a  coun 
under  the  Public  Hsalth  (Scotland)  Act,  189 
or  prejudice  the  provisions  of  Sub-sect iom 
and  2  of  Section  81  of  the  Local  Governmc 
(Scotland)  Act,  1889,  as  amended  by  Sectior 
of    the   Local    Government    (Scotland)    J 
1894.'  "—(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

New  Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Stan 
Committee ;  and  to  be  printed 
amended.     (No.  203.) 
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INDIAN  EXPENDITURE -REPORT  OF   ! 
THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION.  j 

*The  Earl  of  XOKTHBKOOK :.  My  | 
Lords,    I    rise   to   call   attention   to   the  j 
Report    of    the    Royal    Commission    on  i 
Indian  Expenditure  ;  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  j 
Government   whether    they   propose    to  j 
accept     the     recommendations     of     the ! 
Commission ;  and  to  move  for  copies  of  ! 
any  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  i 
of   State  for   India  in  Council   and   the  i 
Treasury  on  the  subject.     The  terms  of  ! 
reference  to  the  Royal  Commission  were  ! 
that    they     were    to    inquire    into    the  j 
administration  and  management   of  the  ! 
military   and   civil  expenditure  incurred  j 
under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  ! 
State     for     India     in    Council,    or     of ; 
the     Government     of    India,     and    the  i 
apportionment    of    charge   between    the  i 
Governments   of    the    United    Kingdom  j 
and    of    India    for    purposes   in    which  ! 
both    are   interested.     I,    however,    pro- j 
pose  to  confine  my  remarks  to-day  to  the  ; 
second  head  of  the    order  of  reference —  i 
namely,    the    apportionment    of    charge  j 
between   the  two  Governments,  and   of  \ 
that  apportionment  almost  entirely  to  the  '. 
charge  on  account  of  Her  Majesty's  forces 
serving  in  India.  The  history  of  this  ques- 
tion is  rather  a  sad  one.    For  twenty-five  : 
years   successive    Governors   General  of 
India   in  Council    and  successive  Secre-  i 
taries  of  State  for  India  in  Council  have  pro- 
tested against  what  they  considered  to  be  : 
the  excessive  charge  which  has  been  put 
upon  the  revenues  of  Indiaonaccountof  Her 
Majesty's  forces  serving  in  that  country, 
but  with  little  or  no  result.     They  pro- 
tested against  these  charges  under    two 
heads — firstly,    on  the  pure  arithmetical 
calculations  upon  which'  the  charges  were 
founded  ;   and,  secondly,  on   the   ground 
that     certain      equitable     considerations 
which   ought   to   have   been   taken    into 
account  in  settling  how  much  India  ought 
to   pay   had  not  been  so  taken  into  ac- 
count.    Twenty  years  ago  I  was  asked 
to  preside  over  a  small  Commission  to 
inquire    into  the   subject.      I    had    the 
assistance  of  two  able  and  distinguished 
public  servants — Sir   Thomas  Seccombe, 
of  the  India  Office,  and  Sir  Ralph  Knox, 
of  the  War  Office — and  the  Government, 
in     appointing     that     Commission,     un- 
doubtedly   intended,    judging    from  the 
words     Mr.     Stanhope     used     in      the 
House    of    Commons,    that    we    should 
settle  the  whole  of  this  vexed  question, 
after    sitting    ten   years  we    determined 


unanimously  what  the  chsrg?^ 

by  India   should  be  on  the; 

basis,  and  the  result  of  oar  mi  J 

reduction    of  the  charges  laud 

of   £1,000,000    sterling,    flu 

proached  the   question  of  the  i 

considerations,    and  requested  fc| 

should   know    what   was  the  < 

the  Government  of  India  on  Uei 

We  asked  the  noble  Viscount  tki 

Ijord  Privy  Seal    (Viscount  Gqm 

was  then  Secretary  of  State  fort 

confer  with  India,  and  in  March.  M 

noble  friend  the  Marquess  of  I 

who  was  then  Governor  General.* 

elaborate  despatch  home  giving  in  Mil 

opinions  of  the  Government  «  hfci 

respect  to  the  equitable  conad&H 

which  should  be  taken  into  aera' 

the  English  Government  k  fixing  i 

charges.     I  may  mention,  as  son 

important,  that  Lord  Roberts  ra i 

Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  and  i 

fore  the  opinion  of  the  Govermne 

India  came  fortified  by  the  opinia 

of  Lord  Rol>ert8,  than  whom  no  i 

more  capable  of  giving  an  opinioc 

the   question.      That   despatch  i 

communicated   to    the  Commiak 

which  I  presided  till  the  autumn 

:  more   than  twelve    months  ahei 

ceipt  in  this  country,  and  then  it 

:  accompanied  by  two  letters — one 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  sut 

:  although  not  objecting  to  the 

being  sent  us  for    consideration 

not  prepared  to  accept  our  opi 

the   matter;    and    the    other 

Treasury,  stating  that  the  Chs 

the  Exchequer  was  also  not  pi 

accept  any  opinion  which  the  L 

might  express  on  this  despatc 

of  course,  put  any  consideratio 

the  equitable  claims  of  India 

question.      I   declined    to   pro 

the  matter,  and  so  far  as  my  C 

was  concerned   the    matter*  d 

had   some  communication   at 

with  the  then  Chancellor  of  the  1 

Mr.   Goschen,   and    I   suggest* 

different  kind  of  body  should 

to  take  these  matters  into  con 

There  was,  however,  as  your 

know,  a  change  of  Governmer 

and  nothing  was  done  till    1* 

Sir  Henry  towler,  then  Secreta 

for  India,  appointed  the   Com 

the   Report  of  which  I  now  1 

your  Lordships'  attention.      T 

history   of  this   question.     I  t 
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,te    that  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  in 
ang  the  Commission,  overweighted 
•doing  the  obligation  to  inquire 
whole  question  of  Indian  ex- 
They  had  to  go  into   very 
statistics    from  the  year   1860, 
is  no  wonder  that    they  were 
taking  evidence  and  three  years 
making  their  Report.      My  noble 
Lord  Welby  has  been   blamed   for 
of  time  which  the  Commission 
making  their  Report ;  but  it  must 
imbered  that  they  had  to  master 
details  of  the  financial  machinery  of 
►vernment  of  India  in  England  and 
as  well  as  the  progress  of  expendi- 
iuring  the  last  forty  years.     I  now 
to  the  Report  of  the  Commission. 
was  a  Report  signed  by  a  minority 
Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bart., 
Dadabhai  Naoroji,  and  Mr.  W.  S. 
which  I  have  read  with  attention  ; 
1  will  confine  myself  to  the  Report  of 
majority,   and   it    is  interesting  to 
~ler    of    whom    the    ten    members 
ing  it  consisted.     The  Chairman, 
__   Welby,   is    well    known   to    your 
^^tedships   as  having  for  a  great  many 
occupied   with   great    ability   and 
daon  the  office  of  Permanent  Secre- 
of    the    Treasury,    and    has    been 
^  itly  placed  in  the  position   he   now 
*Stacupies   in    your   Lordships'    House  in 
"^ptmsequence   of    that  distinguished   ser- 
3t1*iee.       The    next     member    was     Mr. 
^leonard    H.    Courtney,    who,    as    your 
^sjLordships  know,  was  a  very  able  and  dis- 
^wrtinguished    Secretary   of    the  Treasury. 
t    *The  next  was  Mr.  W.  L.  Jackson,    who 
^>was  also  a  very  distinguished  Secretary 
r^«f   the  Treasury.       The    majority    also 
•  included  Sir  E.  W.  Hamilton,  at  present 
M  very  high  Treasury  official ;  Sir  Ralph 
.  Knox,  Under    Secretary    for  War ;    Sir 
1     James  Peile,  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Indian  Council ;  Sir  Andrew  Scoble, 
who  was  also  connected  with  India ;  Mr. 
O.  L.  Ryder,  a  gentleman  holding  high 
office  in  the  Treasury  ;  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
and  Mr.  (now  Sir)  Robert  Mowbray,  two 
independent  Members  of  Parliament.  Your 
Lordships  will  see  that  no  less  than  five 
out  of  the  ten  members  who  signed  the 
Report  of  the  Majority  were  either  actu- 
ally   serving     or    had     served     in    the 
Treasury  ;     one    was     actually    serving 
in   the   War  Office ;  only  two   had  any 
connection  with    India,  and   there  were 
two  independent  Members  of  Parliament. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  two  members  of  the 


Commission,    Sir  Ralph   Knox  and  Mr. 
Ryder,  prepared  the   case  of  the     War 
Office  in  answer  to  that  which  was  laid 
before  the  Commission  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council. 
Although  the  constitution  of  the  Commis- 
sion might    be   taken   exception    to   on 
behalf  of  India,  I  take  no  such  exception. 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  impar- 
tiality and  ability  of  those  who  served  ; 
but  at  any  rate  the  English  Government 
cannot  say  that    there  was  any  bias  in 
favour  of  India  in  the  composition  of  the 
Majority.  Moreover,  the  two  independent 
members     of     the    Commission  —  Mr. 
Buchanan  and    Sir  Robert   Mowbray — 
made    additional    Reports,    which    were 
more  favourable  to  India  than  the  Report 
of  the  Majority.     The  main  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Report  were,  first,   a  plan  for 
settling  any  questions  which    might    in 
future  arise  as  to  the  charge  for  troops, 
English  or  Indian,  lent  by  either  Govern- 
ment to  the  other.     I  will  not  go  into 
the     details     of     that     plan,     but     it 
seem     to    me    to     be   a    very     reason- 
able one,  and  likely  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence  of   those   unfortunate    disputes 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  two 
Governments  on  former  occasions.  There 
is,  however,  one  difficulty  in  regard  to 
this.      It    is  easy    enough  to  lay  down 
certain  cases  in  which  there  could  be  no 
direct  and  substantial  interest  to  India  on 
the  one  hand,  or  to  this  country  on  the 
other ;  but  when  it  comes  to  be  a  question 
of  doubt  the  point  is,   who  is  to  decide 
the  question  ?     The  noble  Viscount  oppo- 
site, Viscount  Cross,  when  he  was  Secre- 
tary  for  India,  and  Sir   Henry  Fowler, 
when   ho   held  a  similar  position,  came 
to    the     conclusion     that     the    decision 
might  be  left  to  the  two  Governments 
respectively.     But  other  high  authorities, 
including,  I  believe,  the  noble  Marquess 
the   Prime   Minister,  think    this    would 
not     be    a     proper    arrangement.     The 
second   recommendation  was   a  plan  for 
settling  smaller    matters  of   dispute   by 
arbitration  before  some  judicial  authority 
who   would   decide   after    hearing    both 
sides.     I   am  not  particular  as  to  what 
arrangement  is  made.     What  I  do  hope 
is  that  some  plan  based  upon  these  two 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  will 
be  accepted  by  the  Government  in  order 
that  these  disputes  may  be  put  an  end  to. 
Your  Lordships  must  know  howunf  ortunate 
it  has  been  that  educated  natives  in  India, 
who  are  studying  these  questions,  should 
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find   that  the     Governors    General,   the  ,  Commission    suggested  tkt 

Secretaries    of    State,    and    other  high  '  pleas  should  be  considered  ih 

authorities  have   constantly  asserted  that 

India  has  been  treated  unjustly  in  these 

matters,  and   that  no  reasonable  answer 

can  be  produced  on  the  other  side.     The 

third  recommendation  of  the  Commission 

was   that   the   arithmetical  arrangement 

which   was   settled   by   the  Commission 

over    which    I    presided — £7    10s.    per 

effective  man — should  be  maintained.     I 

trust   that   this  will  be  accepted  by  the 

Government.     The  fourth  subject  is  the 

equitable  pleas  raised  on  behalf  of  India, 

and  these  mainly   depend  on  Lord  Lans- 

downe's  despatch  of  25th  March,   1890, 

to  which  I  have  referred.     The  summary 

of   that  despatch,  given  in    Lord  Lans- 

downe's  evidence  before  the  Commission, 

was  that — 

"  Indian  foreign  poliey  is  really  determined 
bv  Imperial  rather  than  by  Indian  considera- 
tions." 

and — 

"The  Indian  Army  serves  for  Imperial  as 
well  as  tor  Indian  purines." 

As  regards    the    first  plea   what   better 
authority  can  there  be  than  that  of  Lord 
Lansdowne   in     his    despatch,   which    is  ■ 
signed  also  by  Lord  Roberts  \    He  said — 

"  Millions  of  money  have  lieen  spent  on 
increasing  the  Army  of  India,  on  armaments 
and  fortifications,  to  provide  for  the  security 
of  India,  not  against  itomestic  enemies,  or  to 
prevent  the  incursions  of  the  warlike  people  of 
adjoining  countries,  hut  to  maintain  the 
supremacy  of  British  power  in  the  Ka>t.  The 
aeope  of  all  these  jjreat  and  costly  measures 
reaches  far  hevond  Indian  limits,  and  the 
policy  which  dictates  them  is 
policy.  We  claim,  therefore,  that  in 
maintenance  of  the  Uritish  forces  in  this 
country  a  iu>t  and  even  liberal  view  should  be 
taken  of  the  charges  which  should  legitimately 
be  made  a^aiiwt  Indian  revenues." 

That  opinion,  given  on  the  authority  of 
Lord  l^msdowne  and  his  Council,  of 
which  Lou  I  Koborts  was  a  member,  seems 
to  me  to  settle  that  matter,  and  I  do  not 
find  in  the  Keport  of  the  Commission  any 
sufficient  answer  to  this  plea.  The 
second  plea  namely,  that  the  Indian 
Army  serves  tor  Imperial  as  well  as  for 
Indian  purposes —  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  argue  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Indian  forces  are  now  engaged  in  Scuth 
Africa  and  in  China.  I  hear  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  stated 
today  in  another  place  that  "20.000 
men  in  all  ha\e  left  Lidu  either  for  the 
Cape  of  IuhkI  Hope  or   tor  China.     The 


tation   rate  is  revised,  tat 

mended  in  the  meantime  a 

and  substantial    relief  to  the 

of     India    of    about  £300.0* 

Speaking  for  myself,  I  *n 

question  could  bare  been  findr 

but   I   think  those  who  have  teat 

the  question   may  be  content  iri 

their  main  arguments  accepted  " 

part  I  am  quite  ready  to  accept  i 

of  the  Commission  as  I  should  ■ 

arbitration,  but  with  the 

India  should  receive   proper 

tion  for  the  great  delay  in  the 

of  her  claims.     I  believe  that  n 

tions  the  date  for  the  paymeal 

award  is  usually  fixed  in  repri 

date  at  which  the  matter  in  disp* 

have  been  settled  if  both  pm 

exercised  reasonable  diligence  in' 

forward  their    cases — no  one  m 

that  India  has  been  in  defaohi 

respect.      But  the  Treasury  fai 

Lansdowne's     despatch   stating  I 

case    before    them    in    1890,  wit 

question    might    have   been  scttUJ 

1893.     Now  it  cannot  be  settled  i 

1901,    and    therefore    I   contenH 

the  award,   on  all  equitable  pran 

should     take     effect     from    IW 

do    not    think     it    is    too   nod 

ask   that    eight    years    arrears  d 

£300,000    should    be    paid.     It 

mere    trifle.        Those     eight   y« 

arreais  amount    to    £2,400,000, 

£2,400,000  of  the  Indian  debt  m 

an    ImMrial    over  V  tnlB  C°untl7  ^  would  (Hlly 

that    in   the    charge  of  about  £66,000  a  year  i 

British  Exchequer.     I  hope  Her? 

Government  may  be   able  to  g 

Lordships'  House  an   assurance 

last  equitable  treatment  will  be 

India  in  this  lone-standing  cor 

and  that  it  will  be  announced 

The  condition  of  the  finances  of  Ii 

be   very  serious    owing   to   tin 

and     if    some     such     treatmei 

have  suggested  is   carried  out 

Government  I  feel  sure  that  it  ^ 

eeedingly  well  received  in  India 


Moved,  "That  an  humble  A 
presented  to  Her  Majestv  for 
any  correspondence  between  the 
of  State  for  India  in  Counci 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
the  Royal  Commission  on  India 
diture."—  (The  Enrl  of  Xorthbroc 


r, 
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ATELBY :  My  Lords,  I  am  very 
xi  that  this  question  should  have 
)  the  hands  of  my  noble  friend, 
ly  has  it  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
iord  whose  authority  on  Indian 
\  second  to  none,  but,  if  I  may 
thout  presumption,  it  has  fallen 
lands  of  one  whose  government 
j  marked  as  a  model  of  prudent 
financial  administration.  I  am 
>  hear  my  noble  friend  support 
mendations  of  the  Commission. 
}  the  fact  that  Lord  Northbrook 
uid  supports  those  recommenda- 
have  great  weight  with  Her 
Government^.  The  Commission 
h  I  had  the  honour  to  preside, 
Commissions,  was  not  unani- 
I  think  I  can  show  your  Lord- 
on  the  practical  points  which  are 
r  consideration  the  Commission 
mous.  It  is  often  the  case  that 
ns  connected  with  the  immense 
•f  India,  men  who  take  a  keen 
n  the  claims  and  in  the  needs  of 
etimes  forget  the  claims  of  the 
xpayer.  The  opinions  of  these 
i  are  entitled  to  every  considera- 
tor  practical  purposes  we  must 

*  to  hold  a  just  balance  between 
i  of  the'  Indian  taxpayer  and  the 

the  British  taxpayer.  The 
:>f  the  Commission,  so  far  as  the 
dations  go  to  which  Lord 
)k  has  alluded,  far  from  differing 
m,  endorsed  them,  their  only 
being  that  they  did  not  go  far 
Therefore,  I  think  I  may  ven- 
7  that,  in  regard  to  these  parti- 
nmendations,  the  Commissioners 
limous.  The  noble  Lord  has 
the  somewhat  wide  scope  of  the 
sference  to  the  Commission,  and  I 
to  trouble  your  Lordships  with  I 
v  remarks  upon  that  point.      It , 

•  of  great  interest  to  Parliament ' 
hat  on  an  independent  inquiry  a  ( 
j  verdict  has  been  given  upon  , 
ial  administration  of  the  Indian 
uring  the  period  since  it  came  ; 

direct  control  of  Her  Majesty, 
od  divides  itself  into  two  parts.  | 
irst  of  all,  the  period  from  1861,  I 
tvhen  financial  equilibrium  was 
x)  1884.     Before  that  time  the  \ 
ndia  Were  largely  increased  to  ! 

demands  of   the  Mutiny,   but  \ 
id   of    that   period  I   think    it  j 

said     that    they     had     fallen I 
jvel   of    the   taxes   before    the  | 


Mutiny  broke  out.  That  was  the 
result  of  remarkable  economy  both  in  re- 
gard to  civil  and  military  administration. 
The  history  of  financial  administration 
in  India  between  1861  and  1884  was 
very  remark  ible,  and  is  paralleled  in  very 
few  countries  in  the  world.  I  now  come 
to  the  second  period — that  from  1884  to 
1896.  I  stop  at  1896  on  account 
of  the  famine  that  followed.  From  1884 
to  1896,  owing  to  the  fall  in  exchange 
and  the  demands  for  military  expenditure, 
the  taxation  which  had  been  remitted 
was  reimposed.  It  should,  however,  be 
mentioned  that,  but  for  the  fall  in  ex- 
change, the  natural  growth  of  the  Indian 
revenue  was  so  satisfactory  that  after  the 
increased  demands  for  military  expendi- 
ture had  been  met  there  would  have  been 
left  a  considerable  surplus  applicable  to 
the  reduction  of  debt.  In  following  out 
this  review  the  Commissioners  were 
struck  by  the  satisfactory  natural  growth 
of  revenue,  showing,  on  the  whole,  a 
healthy  state  of  things  in  the  Empire ;  but 
it  appeared  to  us  that  the  increase  was 
not  more  that  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected in  the  case  of  a  growing  Empire. 
I  come  next  to  the  most  important 
question  of  debt.  The  debt  of  India  at 
the  close  of  the  Mutiny  was  what  is. 
called  an  unproductive  debt.  In  the 
interval  between  the  Mutiny  and  the 
date  to  which  I  have  carried  the  review — 
namely,  1896 — not  only  did  the  growth  of 
that  unproductive  debt  entirely  cease — a 
great  contrast  to  the  closing  twenty  years 
of  the  administration  of  the  East  India 
Company,  when  the  debt  increased  by  leaps 
and  bounds — but  before  1896  that  debt 
had  been  reduced  by  25  per  cent.,  although 
in  the  interval  expenditure  of  no  less, 
than  £23,000,000  had  been  incurred  in 
war  and  in  those  famine  demands  which 
are,  in  a  sense,  unproductive.  Therefore, 
I  submit  that  the  result  of  the  financial 
administration  of  India  since  India  passed 
under  the  direot  control  of  Her  Majesty 
is  such  as  should  give  satisfaction  to 
Parliament.  Further  than  that,  the 
Indian  Government  class  certain  of 
their  services  under  the  head  of  com- 
mercial services  which  do  earn  a  revenue. 
On  each  of  these  heads  the  Com- 
mission was  able  to  report  that 
the  result  was  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
Post  Office  and  the  Telegraph  have  both 
become  paying  branches,  and  when  we 
came  to  the  large  expenditure  on  irriga- 
tion we  were  able  to  report  that  that  very 
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large  system  of   works,  which  is  of  im- 
mense import;1. nee  to   India  at  all  times, 
dues  not  impose  any  charge  whatever  on 
the  Indian  taxpayers.     Passing  on  to  the 
railways,  I  think  the  result  is  very  remark- 
able.    Although    the    manner   in   which 
the     accounts     are     drawn      does     not 
show  the  figures   favourably  for  a  com- 
mercial   result,    the    Commission   found 
that,  if  the  cost  of  military  lines  and  lines 
simply  made  for  famine  protection,  which 
ought  to  he  carried  to  a  separate  account, 
were  deducted,  the  commercial  railways 
of     India     were      paying     their     way, 
and  that  the  Indian  people  had  the  bene- 
fit of  them  without  a  farthing  of  burden 
Wing  placed  on   the  present  taxpayers. 
The  Commission  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  financial  machinery  was  sound, 
well  organised,  and  effectively  controlled. 
The  Commission,  as  my  noble  friend  in- 
formed your  Lordships,  did  not  come  to 
its  inquiry  with  any  foregone  conclusion  in 
favour  of  India.     It  was  composed  largely 
of  officials,  and  officials  are  conscious  of 
one  another's  infirmities.     The  Report  of 
the  Commission  deserves  weight  because 
it  is  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced.   During 
the  forty  years  that  India  has  been  under 
the   rule   of  Her  Majesty,  her  financial 
administration  has  been  entrusted  to  faith- 
ful stewards.    The  system  under  which  the 
finances  of  India  are  administered  is  sound, 
and  one  in  which  the  Parliament   may 
fairly  have  confidence.     We  ventured  to 
<*all  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty  to  two 
points  :  one  of  them  was  the  large  growth 
of  the  non-etlective  service.     The  Com- 
mission, however,  pronounced  no  opinion 
upon  it,  knowing  well   that  in  the  case  of 
a  tropical  climate  the  non-effective  ser- 
vice  must    naturally  be  heavy  :  but  the 
growth  of  this  service  did  strike  us  as 
serious,  and  we  considered  that  the  Indian 
liovernment  ought  to  subject  the  regula- 
tions relating  to  that  service  to  careful 
actuarial  examination,  so  that  the  public 
might  be  assured  that   there  was  no  ex- 
travagance.    I  hope  the  recommendations 
of  the  Commission,  so  far  as  they  come  from 
the  majority,  will  have  the  favourable  at- 
tention of  Her  Majesty's  Government.     I 
go  considerably  further  in  one  respect.    1 
do  not  think  the   audit   system  of  India 
will  ever  be  complete  or  perfect  until  the 
independence   of    the    Comptroller    and 
Auditor  General  is  completely  established. 
The  chief  desire  of  the  Commission  was 
to  remove  all  plausible,  or  perhaps  even 
good,  grounds  for  complaint  on  the  part 

Lord  1 1 'flint. 


of  India.  On  one  point  it  i, 
the  fact  that  the  Imperii!  h 
pays,  without  asking  any  rani 
Colonies,  the  whole  cost  «  fcf 
Office.  I  do  not  think  the  1 
on  all  fours  with  the  ColonalU 
I  think  the  India  Office  cu  j 
sider  that  thev  are  not  trtatcda 
the  Colonies  il  not  a  farthingi*« 
by  the  Imperial  Exchequer^ 
the  India  Office.  I  think  it  i»i 
to  remove  any  such  impntttJ 
should  arise  in  the  minds  of  ag 
I  need  not  enter  at  length  m  i 
the  other  points.  I  think  we  1 
fied  in  recommending  that  the  I 
Government  should  pay  hah' at^ 
the  garrison  of  Aden.  Ifereriki 
was  organised  as  a  whole,  Aiial 
be  an  Imperial  fortress  to  " 
whole  Empire  would  contrib&l 
being  the  case,  it  is  only  rigb  i 
the  military  charge  of  Aden  < 
borne  by  the  Imperial  Euhepl 
regard  to  one  point  ire  enttniq 
rather  adventurous  course.  ^*i 
selves  up  to  be  criticised  byanopi 
suggest  geographical  limits  withal 
India  might  have  a  separate  and  il 
interest  in  military  expeditions,  d 
Commission  deserve  a  certain  aM 
credit  for  their  boldness  if  for  uxbj 
I  think  a  very  great  endwillbtc 
and  every  reason  will  be  given  toil 
l>e  satisfied,  if  it  is  provided  d 
Imperial  Government  will  not  ii 
contribution  on  India  except  * 
assent  of  India,  or  until  the  ] 
assent  of  Parliament  had  been  o 
There  is  one  other  subject  to  wt 
an  old  Treasury  official,  att 
greatest  importance  —  namely, 
putting  an  end  to  administrative 
I  know  of  no  other  method  by  * 
can  be  put  an  end  to  except  1 
pointment  of  an  unbiassed  a 
judiced  man,  in  whom  both  ps 
confidence  —  a  man  of  jud 
— who  should  hear  both 
give  a  decision  which  should  1 
think  both  parties  would  i 
decision,  and  it  would  have  ' 
.  advantage,  that  the  two  pa 
agree  without  going  to  arbitt 
they  had  a  very  good  case. 
the  recommendations  of  the 
fall  short  in  many  respects  c 
of  the  Indian  Government,  a 
i  of  the  people  of  India,  th 
would  go  far  to  remove  just 


Expenditure—  Report     {20  July  1900}      of  the  Royal  Commission.     606 

d  grants  such  as  are  recom- 1  not  say  that  anything  but  the  utmost 
ch  are  based  upon  reasons  care  has  been  devoted  by  this  Commission 
eir  nature  to  a  great  extent  |  to  the  consideration  of  this  Report.  I 
ivould  be  of  greater  value  j  think  they  took  evidence  for  upwards  of 
5asional  and  spasmodic  grants  I  two  years,  and  they  were  something  like 
Majesty's  Government  are  I  three  years  in  considering  what  should  be 
:e  in  cases  of  pressure.  their  Report.    If  it  took  that  Commission 

I  five  years  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 

of  ONSLOW :  The  noble  i  reference  which  was  submitted  to  them,  I 
3  just  sat  down  commenced  '  do  not  think  your  Lordships  will  think  Her 
)ns  by  expressing  his  grati-  j  Majesty's  Government  wholly  unreason- 
this  subject  has  fallen  into  |  able  if  they  say  that  they  have  not  been 
the  noble  Earl  who  called  |  able  to  consider  the  whole  of  that  Report 
t,  and  who  has  had  so  very  I  in  all  its  bearings  in  the  three  years  since 
rience  of  the  administration  j  it  was  presented.  It  has  seemed  to  us, 
fairs.  I  wish  to  associate  (  and  I  think  the  noble  Earl  will  agree 
ly  with  the  noble  Lord  in  j  with  me,  that  the  most  important  point 
is,  and  I  would  even  go  '  in  the  Report  of  that  Commission  is  upon 
say  that  it  appears  to  me  the  question  of  the  apportionment  of 
ence  which  wag  given  by  the  charge  between  the  Imperial  Government 
>efore  the  Commission,  has  and  the  Indian  Government,  and  it  is  to 
38  the  most  valuable  part  of  !  that  question  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
hich  your  Lordships  are  now  !  mcnt  have  in  the  first  place  devoted  their 

The  noble  Lord  expressed  I  attention.  They  have  not  as  yet  care- 
:  Her  Majesty's  Government  i  fully  considered  the  suggestion  which  is 
the  Report  as  the  decision  |  made  for  the  purpose  of  a  reference  to 
nit  and  a  judicial   tribunal,  i  settle  all    questions  of    the  payment  for 

rate  as  that  part  of  it  is  |  Indian  troops  when  they  are  employed 
ich  deals  with  the  history  of  ;  beyond  the  frontiers  of  India ;  they  have 

and  the  administration  of  |  not  considered  in  detail   the  suggestion 

no  complaints  whatever  to  .  that  a  tribunal  of  arbitration  should  be 
'.  certainly  am  prepared  to  '  established  to  consider  questions  of  dif- 
[y  the  opinions  which  they  |  ference  between  the  Government  of  India 

The  Commission  also  ex- 1  and  the  Imperial  Government,  and  be- 
:  opinion  that  the  general !  tween  the  India  Office,  the  War  Office, 
n  of  India  is  not  expensive  |  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  Departments 
id  justice  in  India  are  self-  of  State  with  which  the  India  Office  are 
nd  that  the  non-effective  ex-  brought  into  communication.  But  all 
>on  pensions  and  upon  fur-  j  those  matters  are  receiving  very  careful 
tc,  is  not  excessive  as   com- 1  attention,  and  I  will  go  thus  far — I  will 

that    upon     Imperial    and  |  say  that  I  agree  entirely  with  the  noble 

rvices,  and  similar  services  !  Lord  the  chairman   of   the   Commission 

:>ur  more  important   Crown  l  that  the  publication  and  the  knowledge 

think     the     Commission  j  which  is  brought  to  the  people  of  India 

l      have      gone       further  ;  |  that  there  are  going  on  in  England  dis- 

have     said    that    perhaps  !  putes  and  discussions  between  the  public 


•imtry  in  the  world,  consider- 
extent  of  its  area  and  of  its 

vhich  is  as  economically 
as   is   the   Government   of 


offices  is,  as  the  noble  Lord  describes  it, 

little  short   of  a  scandal.      We   in   this 

country  thoroughly  understand  what  is 

the  meaning  of  a  dispute  between  two 

noble  Earl  who  moved  the  \  Departments  of   the   Government — each 

n plained  that  the  reference  \  Department  is  naturally  doing  the  best 

mission    perhaps    somewhat  I  for  its  own  views  and  its  own  interests  ; 

them.     The  noble  Earl  the  I  but  it  does  not  commend  itself  in  that 

State  for   War  a  few  years  |  light  to  the  people  of  India.     They  are 

id    to    your    Lordships   his    led  away  by   the    impression    that   the 

most   Royal   Commissions  |  Imperial  Government  is  trying  to  take  an 

this  country  in  their  pro- j  advantage  and  to  deal  illiberally  with  the 

j  guided  with  great  care  and  j  people  of  India.    That,  I  quite  agree  with 

sliberation.     I  certainly  can-  .  the  noble  Lord,  is  something  which  we 


GJ7 
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ought  to  do  all  that  we  can  to  diminish 
if  not  to  put  an  end  to  altogether.     Now, 
my  Lords,    what    are    the   points   upon 
which  these  differences  of  opinion  arise  ? 
They  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  connection 
with  those  undertakings  of  the  Imperial 
Government  in  which  India  is  supposed 
to    have,   and  I  think  has,  an  interest, 
whether  it  is  direct  and  substantial  or 
whether  it  is  only  a  comparatively  small 
interest — they   are   questions    in    which 
India  undoubtedly  is  to  some  extent  in- 
terested.    For  example,  the  noble  Lord 
will  recollect   that   the    Government  of 
India    agrees    to     pay    a     contribution 
towards  the  expenditure  on  our  consular 
and    diplomatic    service    in    China.     It 
agrees  to  pay  a  contribution  towards  the 
consular  and  diplomatic  service  in  Persia. 
It  agrees  to  pay  a  subsidy  towards  the 
cable    which    runs    from     Zanzibar    to 
Mauritius,  and  there  are  certain    other 
small    consular    services    to   which    the 
Government  of  India  makes  contribution. 
Those   are   the  most   frequent   cases   of 
friction  between  the  Departments  in  this 
country,  and  I  for  one  should  have  been 
more  glad  if  the  Commission  could  have 
seen  their  way  to  make  some  suggestion 
which  would  enable  us  to  get  rid  alto- 
gether   of    these   subjects  of  difference 
which  are  constantly  arising  between  the 
Departments  at  home ;  and  I  cannot  help 
hoping  that  when  we  are  able  to  give 
full  consideration  to  this  Report  we  may  j 
see  some   way  in  which  we  may  avoid  i 
these  disputes  in  the  future.     Then  the  ; 
noble  Earl  drewyour  Lordships' attention  j 
to  certain  other  charges  which  are  laid  i 
upon  the  Government  of  India,  and  he  ! 
expressed  a  hope    that    Her    Majesty's ; 
Government   might   in  every  case  refer  j 
those   to  arbitration.      I  think  he  sug-  j 
gested  that  it  should  be  a  judicial  arbitra-  : 
tion  carried  on  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  j 
judges.      The  noble  Earl  on  the  Wool-  i 
sack  may  have  something  to  say  upon  i 
that.    I  am  not  sure  whether  he  would  be  ! 
disposed  to  hold  that  the  functions  of  the  j 
judges  should  be  extended  to  such  cases  ; 
as  that.     But  I  may  point  out  to  your  ! 
Lordships   that,  although   we  have   not : 
called   in   the   services    of    any   of  Her  i 
Majesty's  judges,  we  have  called  in  the  : 
services    of    several    very  distinguished  : 
Members  of  this  House  and  of  the  other  ■ 
House   to  consider  and   to  arbitrate  on  . 
differences  which  have  arisen  between  the 
Departments.      For  example,  the   noble  j 
Earl  the  late  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Rose-  j 

The  Eurl  of  Ondow. 


Lery,  took  into  consi&raii - 1 
of  the  apportionment  of  i 
Her  Majesty's  Navy  in  bis 
he  came  to  the  concfoaooi 
years  at  least  £1 1 7,000 1 
tribution  for  India  to  m 
Earl  the  Chairman  of  Omm 
House — who,  although  kit 
has,  I  think  all  your  | 
a  judicial  mind— was  goode 
sider  what  should  be  the  i 
should  be  paid  by  the  Iridic 
towards  the   mail  service  h 
country  and  India,  and  for  ■  I 
years  that  question  haa  \*ni 
from  any  possibility  o£  i 
the    two     authorities* 
Government  are  quite  [ 
the  principle  of  arbitration 
think  that  we  could  go 
understood   the    noble 
namely,  that  there  should  ki| 
tribunal. 


I  nlw. 


1*1 


Lord 
that. 


WELBY:    I  did 


found  i 


The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  j 
stand,  the  noble  Earl  say*  to  i 
gest  that.  At  any  rate  1  cnl 
the  Government  agree  with  # 
Earl  in  the  desire  to  refer  ■  I 
possible  all  the  larger  question  i 
which  may  arise  between  tbe 
Government  and  the  Gerwi 
India  to  competent  arbitration 
my  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  who  ] 
over  the  Commission  whose  1 
Lordships  are  considering 
opinion — which  is  to  he  J 
Report  of  the  minority,  and  whki  I 
he  holds  very  strongly — that  it  i  * 
that  the  practice  of  auditing  1 
should  be  assimilated  to  the  i 
auditing  in  England.  The 
tion  was  not  one  to  which  the  trtftkl 
was  able  to  secure  the 
his  colleagues,  and  as  it  has  not  1 
forward  with  the  weight  w 
attach  to  the  names  of  the 
that  Commission  I  cannot  hold  o«i 
hope  to  him  that  Her  Majesty's  Gon 
ment  will  give  it  very  serious  or  « 
favourable  consideration.  I  shook!,! 
haps,  point  out  to  the  noble  Lord,tki 
he  is  probably  aware  of  it  already,  ik 
India  the  audit  is  carried  on  eontuim 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  Gem 
officials  are  in  every  department, 
can  check  and  disallow  any  itemwki 
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the  Imperial  Government  towards  the 
revenues  of  India.  That  amount  is,  I 
think,  £293,000,  but  the  noble  Lord  will 
pardon  me  if  I  point  out  to  him  that  his 
Commission  made  an  error  which  some-, 
what  vitiates  those  figures.  They  have 
in  estimating  half  the  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  establishments  at  Aden  put 
it  down  at  £108,000.  Now  the  moiety, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  Rx.108,000.  Well, 
the  good  old  days  when  ten  rupees  were 
equal  to  a  sovereign,  unfortunately,  are 
days  that  are  bygone,  and  at  the  present 
rate  of  exchange  the  noble  Lord  will  see 
that  that  Rx.108,000  ought  to  be  £72,000, 
reducing  the  total  amount  which  the 
noble  Lord  thought  ought  to  be  contri- 
buted by  Imperial  revenues  to  Indian 
revenues  to  £257,000.  Now,  my  Lords, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  pledge  myself  to  the 
particular  items  and  the  particular  heads 
under  which  the  noble  Lord  wished  that* 
this  contribution  should  be  made.  This 
I  can  say  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  they  are  willing  to 
accept  the  recommendations  of  the  noble 
Lord's  Commission,  and  to  give  at  least 
£250,000,  and  probably  more,  towards 
the  relief  of  the  revenues  of  India.  I 
trust  that  this  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  noble  Earl,  and  show  him  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  desirous  of 
meting  out  not  only  equitable  treatment 
but  liberal  treatment  to  India,  and  if  he 
will  give  us  time  I  hope  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  go  a  long  way  towards  meeting 
the  other  recommendations  which  have 
been  so  ably  put  forward,  by  the  Commis- 
sion of  which  the  noble  Lord  was  the 
chairman. 


it  not  to  be  charged,  it 
mniediately,    and     the 
ne  for  the  sanction   of  , 
State  in  the  course  of  a  | 
md,  in  addition  to  that,  i 

in  India  to  carry  on  a  ' 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  I 
i  the  Report  is  of  very  , 

a   test  audit,  as  your 
s  a  practice  which  does  i 
land.  ! 

i 
:  I  think  it  does. 

ONSLOW  :  I  am  con-  \ 
jO  rely  upon  the  Report  i 
>f  the  Commission  that 
:he  audit  in  India  is  not  i 
tern,  and  that  they  con- 
organised  and  efficient, 
ind  sum,  I  may  say,  of 
of  the  Government  of 
i  noble  Earl  has  referred 
'hen  the  noble  Earl,  now 
f  State  for  War,  was 
was  that  India  is  en- 
eatment  at  the  hands  of 
overnment  and  the  Im- 
t — liberal  treatment  in 
t  of  the  charges  between 
;  and  I  think  I  under- 
Earl  to  say  that  in  his 
ation  grant  of  £7  10s. 
he  is  not  prepared  to 
his  only  point  was  that 
/ion  of  the  capitation 
5  revised  he  would  plead' 
ment  for  India  at  the 
ajesty's  Government.  I 
•  say  in  opposition  to 
ropositions.  My  Lords, 
India  are  not  small, 
has  been  a  very  wealthy 
people  individually  may 
i venues  are  large.  The 
arge  extent  altered,  and 
>ment  India  is  labouring 
calamities  which  enlist 
lot  only  of  every  mein- 
aips'  House,  but  of  every- 
ttry  and  throughout  the 
ajesty's  Government  are 
this  as  any  other  mem- 
lunity,  and  I  can  assure 
nd  the  noble  Lord  who 
3  Commission  that  Her 
•nment  do  intend  to 
nendations  of  the  noble 
the  amount  which,  in 
;ht  to  be  contributed  by 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  have  no  desire  to  keep  the  House 
whilst  I  make  anything  like  a  detailed 
examination  of  this  very  interesting 
Report.  With  regard  to  the  large  por- 
tion of  it  which  relates  to  the  past  expen- 
diture and  management  of  finance  in 
India  I  can  only  echo  what  has  been  said 
by  others.  I  think  it  must  be  extremely 
satisfactory  to  all  those  connected  with 
Indian  affairs  to  see  that  a  Commission 
composed  largely  of  what  I  may  call 
British  Treasury  experts  have  pronounced 
so  complete  an  encomium  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finance  and  expenditure  of 
India.  That  I  think  is  a  very  valuable 
thing  to  have  effected.  But,  my  Lords, 
I  would  rather  to-night  deal  with  some  of 
the  other  parts  of  this  Report.     I  admit 
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at  once  that  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  un- 
reasonable that,  after  the  Commission 
having  taken  five  years  to  produce 
this  Report,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  have  a  reasonable  time  to  con- 
sider how  they  should  act  upon  it.  I 
never  have  taken,  and  I  do  not  now  by 
any  means  entirely  take,  the  view  that 
India  has  been  unfairly  treated  by  this 
country.  It  is  very  natural  indeed,  and 
very  proper,  that  Viceroys  who  go  out  to 
India  should  espouse  the  cause  of  India 
in  matters  in  dispute  between  them  and 
the  Imperial  Government,  but  I  confess 
I  do  not  think  that  their  argu- 
ments have  always  been  sound,  and 
such  as  could  be  really  acted  upon. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is 
not  here  to-night,  because  I  wished  to 
refer  to  that  despatch  which  my  noble 
friend  who  introduced  the  subject  read  to 
your  Lordships.  The  whole  gist  of  the 
important  paragraph— the  last  one  quoted 
in  this  Blue-book — i 


"That  millions  of  money  have  been  spent 
on  increasing  the  Army  of  India,  on  arma- 
ments and  fortifications  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  India,  not  against  domestic 
enemies  or  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  the 
warlike  people  or  the  adjoining  countries,  but 
to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  British  power  in 
the  East.  The  scope  of  all  these  great  and 
costly  measure*  reaches  far  beyond  Indian 
limits,  and  the  policy  which  dictates  them  is 
an  Imperial  policy." 

I  do  not  agree  with  that  statement.  It 
may  be  Imperial  policy ;  India  is  part  of 
the  Empire,  and  it  must  share  in  the 
policy  of  the  Empire  as  long  as  it  remains 
part  of  the  Empire.  I  have  never  con- 
sidered that  there  was  any  force-  in  the 
complaint  that  India  is  obliged  to  provide 
a  largo  military  force  at  great  expense  to 
guard  her  frontier  against  external 
enemies,  and  that  she  should  not  have  to 
maintain  that  force,  because,  forsooth,  that 
is  not  an  Indian  interest.  In  all  I  say  I 
trust  I  assume — I  am  bound  to  assume — 
that  our  presence  in  India  is  an  advantage 
to  the  Indian  people.  Assuming  that,  I 
do  not  see  that  India  on  account  of 
her  connection  with  us  is,  as  a  rule,  exposed 
to  any  dangers  which  she  would  not  have 
to  meet  if  she  were  entirely  independent 
— nay,  more,  my  opinion  is  that  her  posi- 
tion would  be  one  of  far  less  security  than 
it  is  now  if  she  had  no  connection  with 
this  country.  There  seems  to  be  an  idea 
on  the  part  of  those  who  administer  the 
affairs  of  India  in  India  that  the  military 

Tht  Earl  of  KimJterln/. 


forces    in   India  are    only  required  for 
domestic  purposes  against  the  tribes  on 
the   frontier.     Is  there  not  a  Power  be- 
yond  the  frontier — would   that    Power 
cease  to  exist  and  be  a  danger  if  we,  were 
to  cease  to  hold  India  ?     Would  the  am- 
bition  which  is  generally  attributed  to 
that  Power  —  and  which  I  attribute  to 
her  in  no  sense  of  finding  fault,  became 
the  ambition  is  a  natural  one,  and  it  is 
because  it  is  a  natural   one  that  it  is  & 
dangerous  ambition  to  India — does  anyone 
suppose  that  if  this  country  ceased  to  be 
connected  with  India  and  India  was  left 
to  protect  herself  she  would  be  exposed 
to  no  dangers  from   the  great  frontier 
Empire   which  is  actually  almost  on  i 
boundary  with  her  own  possessions  1  My 
Lords,  I  am  not  by  any  means  wishing  to 
attribute   any   extraordinary   designs  to 
that  Power,  but  I  say  that  no  one  who 
found   himself  then  in   the   position  of 
having  to  administer  Indian  affairs  with 
such    strength    as    India    itself    would 
possess  would  for  a  moment  neglect  that 
danger  beyond  her  frontier.     Therefore  I 
do  not  admit  to  the  full  extent,  at  all 
events,  the  argument  used  in  that  despatch. 
I  think  that  in  the  past  there  has  been 
some  reason  to  complain,  because  it  was 
formerly  a  policy  which  I  agree  with  the 
noble     Marquess    opposite,    the     Prime 
Minister,  is  a  policy  which  may  now  be 
considered  to  be,  if  I  may  use  the  ex- 
pression, played  out.     It  was  formerly  a 
principle  of  our  policy  that  India  was' so 
deeply  interested  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire  that  in  any  case 
where  that  Empire  was  endangered  you 
might  fairly  consider  that  it  was  a  great 
Indian  interest.      Well,  possibly  in  the 
past    it    may    have    been    so ;    but   if 
anyone   looks  at  the    condition    of  the 
world  now,  they  will  see — at  least  this  is 
my  opinion — that  it  is  not  very   likely 
that  in  the  future  India  will  be  called 
upon   to  aid  this  Empire  in  any  great 
enterprise  for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing the  Ottoman  in  Europe.      With  re- 
gard to  the  other  matters,  I  think  the 
Commission  dealt  very  fairly  with  them. 
It  attempted  to  lay  down,*  and  I  think 
laid   down  not   without  success,  a  cata- 
logue   of    those  parts  of  the  world  in 
which  India  is  specially  interested,  and  of 
those   other  parts  which,    though   to    a 
certain  extent  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
India,  may  not  be  considered  of  special 
interest  to  it.     I  do  not  think  that  you 
could  make   by  an  Act  of   Parliament 
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■uch  a  catalogue  binding  upon  both  ■;  Crown  itself.  It  would  stand  apparently 
Governments,  because,  in  point  of  fact,  :  above  the  Government,  possibly  above 
the  world  does  not  remain  at  a  standstill,  \  Parliament,  indeed  it  would  have  a  kind 
and  what  might  be  perfectly  and  entirely  j  of  supremacy  which  I  look  upon  with 
right  when  Lora  Welby's  Commis- 1  considerable  misgivings.  It  is  no  doubt 
rion  reported  may  possibly,  as  changes  l  a  very  simple  contrivance,  but  I  do  not 
in  the  East  are  not  altogether  j  believe  that  that  simple  contrivance 
unknown  to  us,  be  hereafter  any- '  will  solve  the  difficulties.  I  repeat 
thing  but  right.  Speaking  generally,  |  that  there  are  a  great  many  ques- 
however,  I  think  the  Commission  ai-rived  j  tions  which,  instead  of  being  left  for  a 
at  a  very  fair  decision ;  but  what  I  do  not ;  long  time  matters  of  warm  dispute 
at  all  like  (and  I  do  not  think  the  noble  j  between  the  India  Office  and  the  Imperial 
Earl  who  has  just  spoken  held  out  any  Government,  might  be  very  well  sub- 
hope  that  such  a  course  would  be  adopted)  ,  mitted  to  the  arbitration  of  one  or  two 
is  the  suggestion  of  the  appointment  of  a  [  sensible  men  who  could  be  trusted  to 
permanent  arbitration  Commission,  pre-  j  come  to  a  sound  decision.  But  whilst  I 
sided  over  probably  by  a  judge  of  great  I  have  the  greatest  possible  regard  for  India. 
repute,  which  should  determine  disputes  I  and  also  for  the  great  Government  which 
between  the  Indian  Government  and  the  j  so  ably  conducts  the  affairs  of  India,  yet 


Government  of  this  country.     That,  in 


I  hold   that  in   the  ultimate   resort  the 


my  opinion,  would  simply  come  to  this :  '  Parliament  of  this  country,  led  by  the 
that  because  we  find  some  difficulties  in  j  Cabinet  of  this  country,  must  be 
doing  our  duty  between  India  and  this  supreme.  It  is  upon  that  that  must 
country  and  accommodating  our  disputes,  !  ultimately  rest  the  decision  of  all 
therefore  we  are  to  have  recourse  to  a  j  matters,  and  in  my  opinion  any 
system  of  delegating  the  government  to  attempt  to  pass  by  the  Government  of  the 
some  eminent  judges.  Now,  I  have  a  I  country,  and  to  pass  by  the  Parliament 
very  great  respect  indeed  for  judges  j  of  the  country,  must  inevitably  fail  To 
when  they  are  performing  duties  pertain- 1  guard  against  too  constant  interference 
ing  to  them,  but,  in  my  opinion,  in  ;  in  Indian  affairs  you  have  provided 
matters  political,  as  a  rule  judges  are  no  \  for  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  a  very 
more  the  best  people  to  determine  great  valuable  body — the  Indian  Council ;  and 
political  questions,  depending  on  the  reia- 1  it  has  hitherto  been  the  practice,  I  am 
tion  between  great  communities,  than  I  happy  to  say,  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible 
should  be  to  decide  a  Chancery  suit,  making  Indian  affairs  a  matter  of  sharp 
That,  I  think,  is  not  the  least  reflection  ,  political  controversy  in  the  House  of 
on  the  judges  ;  but  in  order  to  come  to  a  '  Commons.  I  hope  that  that  will  long 
fair  determination  on  questions  affecting  '  continue,  though  there  must  be  exceptions, 
great  political  issues  it  is  essentially  '  of  course,  when  great  questions  are  at 
necessary  to  have  had  some  political  j  issue  from  time  to  time.  I  should  like  to 
training.  I  agree  also  with  the  noble  ;  refer  to  one  matter  which  no  doubt  is 
Earl  that  that  does  not  by  any  means  always  one  of  the  main  matters  of  dispute 
exclude  having  recourse  to  a  system  of  ;  — the  amount  to  l>e  paid  by  India  for  the 
arbitration  in  particular  cases,  and  those  !  services  of  Her  Majesty's  Army  in  India. 
cases  may  not  be  unfrequent.  I  am  very  !  Hero  I  think  also  that  there  is  some  mis- 
glad  to  think  that  a  very  tiresome  conception.  We  are  constantly  told,  and 
question,  not  of  very  great  im-  it  is  considered  to  be  a  most  powerful 
portance,  but  one  which  was  hung  up  :  argument,  that  India  is  a  reserve  for  the 
a  great  deal  too  long,  with  regard  to  '.  Empire ;  but  what  is  the  fact  ?  Is  it  the 
naval  expenditure,  was  determined  by  \  fact  that  India  is  a  reserve  for  the 
the  late  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Rosebery.  |  Empire  1  I  happened  at  one  time  to  hold 
I  am  also  extremely  glad  that  so  compe-  !  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
tent  a  man  as  Lord  Morley  was  able  to  '  when  it  seemed  likely  that  we  might  be 
decide  another  question  to  which  the  noble  \  engaged  in  a  great  war  beyond  our 
Earl  referred,  and  I  do  not  think  that  frontiers.  The  first  step  we  had  to  take 
these  two  noble  Lords  were  at  all  less  was  to  mobilise  a  portion  of  our  Reserves 
competent  to  act  in  those  matters  than  in  this  country,  and  we  were  well  aware 
the  eminent  judge  who  might  preside  j  that  every  single  man  in  our  Reserves 
over  a  tribunal,  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  j  would  have  had  to  be  sent  out  if  that 
would  be  something  only  just  below  the  I  great  war  had  eventuated.     Of  course  the 
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existence  of  that  Reserve  was  of  the  very 
utmost  importance!  because  by  it  alone 
should  we  be  enabled  to  place  a  sufficient 
force  in  India  when  occasion  arose*  If 
the  Indian  Government  had  to  maintain 
an  additional  number  of  troops  equal  to 
that  Reserve,  it  would  entail  a  very  large 
expenditure.  Ixideed  I  may  say  that 
so  far  as  our  military  force  suffices  for  the 
objects  in  view,  the  whole  of  our  Army  at 
home — the  efficient  portion  of  it — is  prac- 
tically a  reserve  for  India  in  the  case  of 
danger ;  and  it  is  quite  reasonable,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  we  should  regard  India 
also  as  a  reserve  on  occasions  where  our 
interests  are  threatened  in  the  far  East, 
or  it  may  be,  for  instance,  in  Egypt.  But 
when  you  come  to  the  question  whether 
India  shall  pay  for  such  expeditions,  then 
I  must  say  I  should  always  be  inclined 
to  take  what  is  termed  a  liberal  view  of 
be  position  of  India*  There  are  cases,  I 
link,  where  India  ought  to  bear  a  portion 
of  the  expenses,  but  I  think  wo  ought 
always  in  considering  these  questions  to 
Jeal  with  India  in  a  very  liberal  and 
generous  spirit.  It  is  a  great  thing  for 
us  to  be  able  to  lay  our  hands  on  those 
troops,  and  to  use  them  when  occasion 
requires,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
be  too  stiff  with  regard  tu  the  financial 
question  as  to  who  is  to  pay  for  their  ser- 
vices when  they  are  taken  out  of  the 
i-nimtry.  My  Lords,  tfu're  :ire  a  number 
of  smaller  questions  upon  which  I  will 
only  say  that  I  think  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commission  are  well  worthy 
of  attention.  I  should  not  like  to  pledge 
myself  (although  it  does  not  very  much 
signify  what  my  opinion  maybe)  to  each 
and  every  one  of  those  suggestions. 
They  seem  very  valuable  suggestions, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  receive 
very  careful  consideration  by  the  India 
)tfice  and  by  E;_'  Majesty's  Government. 
I  have  very  little  more  to  add 
in  the  matter,  I  think  that  it  is  highly 
expedient  that  there  should  be  no  pro- 
longed and  acrimonious  disputes  between 
the  Departments  with  regard  to  Indian 
-affairs,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  no  one 
will  yield  to  myself  in  the  strong  desire 
always  to  support  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  India,  the  authority  of 
the  Viceroy,  and  to  deal  with  our  fellow- 
subjects  of  the  Indian  Empire  not  only 
in  a  wise,  but  in  a  generous  spirit,  which 
I  believe  to  be  at  the  same  time  the 
.sound  and  good  policy  of  this  country . 
The  Earl  of '  Kimherky. 


Tiu  PRIME  MINISTER  AM 
TARYr     of    STATE     i 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marqu 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
any  special  reason  for  int- 
debate,  because,  on  the  whole,  I  c 
very  much  with  the  sentiments  that  *m 
addressed  to  you  by  the  noblr  E 
has  just  sm  down.      I  am   glad  tb 
India  Gmce,  under  the  gnitJan 
Commission,  has  been  able  to  m 
niary  arrangements  which  will   be 
factory  to  those  who  have  chaj 
administration  of  India.       But  I 
concur  with  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
pudiating  the  idea  that   India   ha- 
reason  to  complain  of  the  treatment  . 
she  has  received  at  our  hands.    I  &iu 
glad  that  this  should  be  a  general* 
liberal   treatment.     It  is    very  desirabl* 
not  only  on  account  of  our  political  posi- 
tion, but  also  because   the   mass   - 
people    of     India     are     a     m u 
struggling  and   suffering    race    thai 
mass    of    the     people  of    this    cm 
But  I  think  that,  with   whatever 
fications     in    favour    of    libera 
generosity,  we  ought  to  look   upon 
an  adjustment  and  balancing  of  bin 
between  the  taxpayers©  f  the  two  countries 
People  talk  as  if  this  expen  - 
rial,  and,  therefore,  expense  that  we  ought 
to  undertake  without  considering  w !. 
it  falls  more  upon  us  than  it  d 
the    Indian  Exchequer.     That 
rae  an  unsound  doctrine.      We  ought 
bear  the  common  burdens  of  the  Emp. 
as  far  as  possible  according  to  an 
and  equitable  rule,  always  rememli 
that  we  are  dealing  with  a  weakei 
muuity  whose  sufferings   at   tituee^aw 
we  have  had  recently  terrible  example* 
it— are  singularly   severe  ;    but   it   is 
question  of  the  British   taxpayer  again 
the   Indian  taxpayer,  and   you  d 
serve  justice  between  the  two.      TL 
also  ancther — as  it  seems  to  me — fallac; 
in  arguing  this  Indian  question,  which 
been  pushed  too  much  forward,   and   fetal 
is  that  we  are  bound  to   bear   a  certfti 
number  of  expenses  on  behalf  of  Indij 
because,   as  a   matter  of  fact,   we   ha' 
borne   them  on   behalf  of  many  of   on 
colonics.     I  cannot   see  the  cogency 
that  argument  at  all     44  Is  thine  ey. 

use  I  am  good  I  "     We  have/  parti 
from  policy,  partly  from  reaction   on  the 
great  American  conflict,  and   from  other 
reasons,   been    exceedingly    generon 
our  dealings  with  the  colonies  during  the 
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last  fifty  years,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
by  that  we  incurred  an  obligation  to 
*pply  precisely  the  same  rule  to  every 
other  case  that  came  up  for  judgment, 
or  that  we  are  bound  to  discharge 
this  or  that  claim  on  the  part 
of  India  because  we  have  discharged 
another  on  the  part  of  our  colonies.  I 
would  not  admit  that  argument  at  all. 
We  have  to  deal  with  the  colonies  on  the 
equitable  ground ;  and,  remembering 
always  the  obligation  of  liberality  and 
generosity,  there  is  no  special  call  for  ex- 
penditure which  comes  upon  us  because 
we  occupy  an  Imperial  position.  It  is 
quite  true  that  it  depends  on  this  country 
to  make  the  expenditure  which  will 
defend  both  India  and  the  colonies,  but 
India  does  not  incur  the  claim  of  alle- 
giance as  a  matter  of  favour  and  con- 
sideration to  us.  The  less  there  is 
of  that  £Mo$i-sentimental  language,  and 
the  more  we  adhere  as  far  as  circum- 
stances permit  us  to  do  so  to  the  strict 
rule  of  justice,  the  less  discontent  there 
will  arise.  My  Lords,  we  have  not  gone 
irery  far  yet  into  this  Report,  and  at 
present  really  the  financial  burden  is  one 
that  presses  most  upon  us ;  but  if  you 
consider  for  a  moment  you  will  see  how 
complicated  and  difficult  the  relations  of 
India  and  this  country  in  financial  matters 
are.  There  is  that  fortress  of  Aden  ;  we 
are  told  now  that  we  are  to  take  either 
the  whole  or  the  great  part  of  the  expen- 
diture on  the  fortress  of  Aden.  But,  if 
India  did  not  exist,  of  what  possible  use 
•would  the  fortress  of  Aden  be  to  the 
British  Empire  ?  And  I  must  say  that  I 
think  much  of  the  expenditure  which  is 
thrown  upon  this  country  in  regard  to 
Persia  is  subject  to  the  same  objection — 
that  it  is  for  India,  and  for  India  only, 
that  a  certain  class  of  those  expenditures 
in  Oriental  countries  are  incurred, 
And  therefore  India  ought  to  bear  her  fair 
share.  What  is  now  happening  in  the 
East  brings  home  to  us  very  much  how 
heavy  the  burden  of  defending  our  posi- 
tion in  the  East  may  come  to  be,  and  we 
may  have  in  the  future  to  ask  whether 
others  besides  this  little  island  at  this  end 
of  the  world  are  not  concerned  in  the 
maintenance  of  that  great  fabric  of 
•Chinese  trade  which  has  nourished  so 
many  parts  of  the  Empire.  I  will  not 
press  into  ground  which  is  not  open  to  us 
yet,  but  I  will  only  urge  upon  those  who 
nave  to  deal  with  this  question  that  we 
-are  not  dealing  with  a  bottomless  purse 
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when  we  are  disposing  of  the  resources  of 
the  British  Empire.  We  are  bound  not 
to  put  on  others  any  obligation  which 
chey  cannot  bear  ;  but  we  may  find  that, 
without  injustice  to  others,  we  cannot 
accept  the  exclusive  burden  which  we 
take  as  part  of  our  claim  to  Plmpire, 
which  belongs  to  our  British  ascendency, 
but  which,  after  all,  is  borne  not  for  any 
special  advantage  of  our  own,  but  because 
it  is  part  of  that  great  fabric  of  benefi- 
cence and  of  peace  which  it  has  fallen  to 
us  by  the  action  of  history  to  bear  as  the 
British  Empire.  My  Lords,  I  only  rose  to 
say  these  few  words,  because  I  think  there 
is  a  tendency  —  certainly  not  in  the 
language  of  the  noble  Earl,  but  I  think 
there  is  a  tendency — to  lean  too  much  to 
the  sentimental  side  and  too  little  to  what 
I  might  call  the  business  side.  "  Short 
accounts  make  long  friendships/'  and  the 
more  perfect  justice  we  endeavour  to 
observe,  the  more  we  shall  avoid  that 
greatest  of  ail  calamities — any  difference 
of  opinion  with  our  great  Indian  P]mpire. 


On    Question,     agreed     to. 
ordered  accordingly.. 


Return 


EXECUTORS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  this  is  a  Bill  of  a  legal,  and 
therefore  I  think  I  may  say  of  an  almost 
entirely  technical  character.  Its  object  is 
to  remedy  certain  inconveniences  which 
have  been  found  to  exist  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  executory  estates  in  Scotland 
— to  meet  inconveniences  arising  from 
the  fact  of  executors  not  possessing 
certain  powers  which  have  been  conferred 
by  statute  upon  trustees.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  confer  upon  executors  who 
derive  their  title  directly  or  indirectly 
from  a  testator  powers  which  have  been 
conferred  on  gratuitous  trustees  by 
various  Acts  from  1861  to  1898.  The 
Bill  was  drawn  some  years  ago  by  a  com- 
petent practitioner,  and  has  been  revised 
both  by  him  and  by  a  committee  of 
practising  lawyers.  It  has  been  generally 
approved  by  the  Department  over  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  preside,  but  up  to 
this  session  it  had  not  been  found 
possible  to  give  time  in  the  other  House 
of   Parliament  for  its  consideration.     It 
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has  now  passed  through  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  with  the  general  consent  of  the 
Scottish  lawyers  who  have  seats  in  that 
assembly.  It  has  been  favourably  reported 
upon  by  various  legal  societies  in  Scot- 
land -namely,  by  the  Societv  of  Writers 
to  the  Signet,  whose  amendments  have 
been  incorporated  in  parts  of  the  Bill, 
and  also  very  favourably  indeed  by  the 
Faculty  of  Procurators  in  Glasgow.  It 
has  the  approval  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
ground  that  it  will  facilitate  administra- 
tive convenience.  The  only  particulars 
in  which  this  Bill  is  different  in  structure 
from  the  Bills  which  have  been  before 
Parliament  in  former  years  are  contained 
in  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill.  The 
Faculty  of  Procurators  approve  of  the 
Bill  as  it  now  stands.  I  think  that  some 
members  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  are 
not  so  well  satisfied  with  the  change,  but 
I  have  the  assurance  of  the  present  Lord 
Justice  General  that  he  has  come  to 
approve  of  the  Bill  in  its  present  form, 
and  I  hope  that  without  material  change 
it  may  piss  your  Lordships'  House.  I  beg 
to  move  that  it  l>e  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Bill  read  2a  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

DIOCESAN  REGISTRATION  WLL  (H.L  ] 
Read    3a  (according    to    Order),    and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (LIABILITY  OF 
SHIPOWNERS  AND  OTHERS)  RILL. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3".— 
(L*jrd  Hmmye.) 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halshury)  said  he  was  surprised 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  moved  the  Third 
Reading,  as  he  had  received  from  the 
noble  Lord  the  assurance — as  he  under- 
stood it— that  the  Third  Reading  would 
not  be  token  until  Monday.  He  hoped, 
not  only  for  the  sake  of  this  particular 
matter,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  con- 
duct of  business  in  this  House,  that  the 
motion  would  not  be  persisted  in  in  face 
of  the  understanding  to  which  he  had 
alluded. 
/W  Ba'/o'ir  of  Bttrle/tjh. 


Lord  HENEAGE    said   that  as  Us 
credit,  too,  was  at  stake,  he  must  explain 
that  the  only  question  raised  between  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  and  himself  was 
whether  it  would  be  more  convenient  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  should  more 
his  Amendment  on  the  Report  stage  yes- 
terday or  on  the  Third  Reading  today. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  pointed  out 
that  as  the  Tithes   Bill    was  down  for 
I  Second  Reading  on  Thursday  it  would  be 
;  more  convenient  to  take  the  Report  stage 
,  of  this  Bill  formally  on  Thursday,  awl 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  should 
i  move  his  Amendment  to-day.     That  was 
,  all  that  took  place.     If  this  were  only  a 
:  matter  of  convenience  between  the  noble 
|  and  learned  Lord  and  himself  he  would 
not  object  to  postponing  the  Third  Bead- 
ing ;  but  there  were  several  noble  Lords 
!  present  who  had  come  down  specially  for 
|  this  Bill,  and  he  therefore  could  not  take 
1  upon  himself  to  withdraw  the  Bill  from 
!  the  purview  of  the  House.     He  regretted 
that  this  misunderstanding  had  arisen, 
but  in  the  circumstances  he  felt  bound  to 
press  his  motion  for  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  moved 
"  That  the  debate  on  the  said  motion  be 
adjourned." 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  suggested 
that  as  there  had  clearly  been  a  personal 
misunderstanding,  and  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  the  delay  involving  the  loss  of  the 
Bill,  this  was  not  a  matter  upon  which 
their  Lordships  should  bo  put  to  the 
trouble  of  dividing,  and  he  hoped  Lord 
Heneage  would  consent  to  the  adjourn- 
ment. 


The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
joined  with  Lord  Kimberley  in  suggest- 
ing that  Lord  Heneage  should,  as  a  matter 
of  grace,  give  way. 

Lord  HENEAGE  said  that  after  this 
I  expression  of  opinion  from  the  Leaders 
!  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  he  felt  him- 
;  self  at  liberty  to  consent  to  the  adjourn- 
'  ment. 

I  On  Question,  "  That  the  debate  on  the 
j  said  motion  be  adjourned,"  resolved  hi 
■  the  affirmative,  and  ordered  accoidingly  ; 
j  Bill  to  be  road  :\«  on  Monday  next. 
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MEMBERS    OF    LOCAL   AUTHORITIES 
RELIEF  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Bead    3a    (according    to  Order),   and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT    (1890)   AMENDMENT  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order    of    the    Day    for    the  Second 
Beading  read. 

♦Lord  HARRIS :  My  Lords,  as  your 
Lordships  see,  this  Bill  amends  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  of 
1890,  and  if  I  do  not  detain  your  Lord- 
ships at  very  great  length  upon  it,  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  attributed  to  any 
want  of  interest  in  a  subject  of  such  im- 
mense and  vital  importance  to  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  living  under  very 
uncomfortable,  and,  I  fear,  very  insani- 
tary conditions  in  our  great  towns,  and 
possibly  in  some  cases  in  villages.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  detain  you 
at  any  very  great  length,  because  I  do  not 
think  there  is  really  any  serious  opposition, 
or  any  opposition  at  all  to  the  Bill.  There 
may  be  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  Bill  might  not  have  taken 
a  larger  scope,  but  so  far  as  the 
Bill  does  go,  I  do  not  understand 
that  there  is  any  opposition  to  it.  The 
Act  of  1890  deals  with  throe  different 
subjects.  It  is  divided  into  three  parts. 
The  first  part,  which  refers  to  London 
chiefly,  deals  with  unhealthy  areas,  pro- 
vides for  their  clearance,  and  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  for  the  housing  of 
persons  who  have  been  dishoused  by  the 
clearance  of  the  area.  The  second  part 
deals  with  the  unhealthy  dwelling  houses 
and  their  destruction,  and  also  with 
houses  which  are  obstructive,  which  inter- 
fere with  the  sanitary  conditions  of  their 
own  neighbourhood.  The  third  part 
deals  with  working  class  lodging-houses. 
It  is  with  this  third  part,  which  is  adop- 
tive by  the  bodies  which  have  the  power 
of  adopting  it,  that  the  Bill  now  before 
your  Lordships  deals.  Under  the  third 
part  the  local  authority  has  tfhe  power  of 
acquiring  land  and  erecting  lodging- 
houses  for  poor  people  within  its  area, 
and  it  is  in  this  that  a  difficulty  has  pre- 
sented itself.  Your  Lordships  know  just 
as  well  or  even  better  than  I  do  how  ex- 
tremely difficult  it  is  for  a  local  authority 
in  London  or  any  large  town  to  obtain  a 
site  within  its  boundaries  for  the  erection 
of  lodging-houses.     The  expense  of  the 


land  is  very  serious,  and  I  believe  that 
one  of  the  reasons  that  have  caused  this 
Bill  to  be  brought  forward  now  is  that 
the  County  Council  of  London  found 
themselves  unable  to  accept  an  offer  of  a 
site  outside  their  own  boundary.  The 
Bill  before  your  Lordships  will  enable  a 
local  authority  to  go  outide  its  own  area, 
acquire  land,  and  put  up  lodging-houses 
on  it  for  the  purpose  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  area  which  it  governs.  That  is 
what  is  dealt  with  under  the  first  clause 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  think  I  am  justified 
in  saying  that  it  is  the  most  important  in 
the  Bill.  That  applies  to  any  council 
other  than  a  rural  district  council  which 
has  adopted  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890. 
Clause  2  deals  with  the  rural  district 
council,  and  the  difficulty  that  has  been 
met  with  there  is  not  of  the  same 
character.  The  difficulty  there  is  in  the 
matter  of  procedure.  Under  the  present 
law  a  rural  district  council  has  to  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  county  council  by  a 
laborious  process.  The  county  council 
has  to  appoint  a  committee,  and  has  to 
inquire  very  closely  in  detail  upon  the 
spot,  and  altogether  it  has  been  found 
that  that  process  is  so  laborious  that  the 
district  councils  have  been  discouraged 
from  adopting  that  part  of  the  Act. 
Clause  2  of  the  Bill  before  your  Lordships 
simplifies  that  procedure.  The  consent 
of  the  county  council  is  still  necessary, 
but  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  that 
county  council  to  go  through  the  same 
process  that  it  had  to  take  under  the 
present  Act.     Sub-section  2  provides — 

"  (2)  In  giving  or  withholding  their  consent 
under  this  section,  the  county  council  shall 
have  regard — 

(a)  To  the  area  for  which  it  is  proposed  to 

adopt  the  said  Part ;  and 

(b)  To  the  necessity  for  accommodation  for 

the  housing  of  the  working  classes 
in  that  area  ;  and 

(c)  To  the  probability  of  such  accommoda- 

tion being  provided  without  the 
adoption  of  the  said  Part ;  and 

(d)  To  the  liability  which  will  be  incurred  by 

the  rates,  and  to  the  question  whether 
it  is,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
prudent  fof  the  district  council  to 
adopt  the  said  Part." 

The  3rd  Clause  of  the  Bill  will  enable 
the  new  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils 
'  to  adopt  Part  III.  as  amended,  and  to 
|  exercise  powers  under  the  Act  as  amended 
j  for  the  acquirement  of  land  and  the 
'  putting  up  of  houses  for  the  purpose. 
Then,  my  Lords,  at  present  the  law 
,  insists  upon  expenditure  upon  one  part  of 
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the  Bill  being  accounted  for  under  that 
part.  Clause  4  of  this  Bill  will  enable 
the  local  authority  to  account  for  expendi- 
ture under  Part  III.  under  any  one  of 
the  other  parts.  For  instance,  if  an  area 
has  been  cleared  under  Part  I.,  and  if 
a  site  for  lodging-houses.has  been  acquired 
under  Part  III.,  and  a  profit  can  be 
made  by  the  scheme  under  Part  III., 
that  profit  may  be  set  against  the 
expenditure  under  Part  I.  The  only  con- 
dition is  that  there  shall  be  a  separate 
account.     Then,  under  Clause  5 — 

"  (1)  The  local  authority,  if  not  a  rural  dis- 
trict council,  with  the  consent  of  the  Local 
iiroverniiicnt  Hoard,  and  if  a  rural  district 
council  with  the  consent  of  the  county  council, 
may  lease  any  land  ac<]uired  by  them  under 
and  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III.  of  the  Hous- 
ing of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  (in  this 
section  referred  to  as  '  the  Act,')  to  any  lessee 
for  the  purpose  and  under  the  condition  that 
the  lessee  will  carry  the  Act  into  execution  by 
building  and  maintaining  on  the  land  lodging- 
houses  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act." 

That  was  an  Amendment  put  in  during 
the  course  of  the  Bill  through  the  House 
of  Commons  with  a  very  practical  argu- 
ment behind  it  that  it  might  very  possibly 
be  that  some  person  perfectly  competent 
and  anxious  to  do  work  of  this  kind  might 
be  very  much  better  able  to  do  it  than  the 
county  council  itself,  and  therefore  this 
provision  has  been  made,  that  *  the  local 
authority,  with  the  consent  of  certain 
higher  authority,  may  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  intention  lease  the  land. 
Sections  61  and  62  of  the  Act  will  not 
extend  to  any  lodging-house  to  which  this 
Act  applies.  For  this  reason  :  that  those 
sections  refer  to  the  local  authority  where 
the  land  has  been  acquired — that  is  to  say, 
the  land  outside  the  area  administered  by 
the  local  authority  which  has  acquired  it. 
Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  London 
County  Council.  If  they  had  acquired 
some  land  outside  their  own  area  they 
naturally  would  not  want  the  local 
authority  in  that  area  to  manage  their 
lodging-houses  for  them.  The  intention 
is  to  retain  the  management  of  those 
lodging-houses  in  the  Jiands  of  the 
authority  that  has  acquired  the  area. 
Under  Clause  6,  on  the  complaint  of  a 
parish  council  where  a  district  council  has, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  parish  council, 
failed  to  adopt  the  Act  when  it  ought  to 
have  adopted  it,  or  failed  to  carry  out  a 
scheme  which  might  in  the  opinion  of  the 
parish  council  have  been  advantageously 
carried  out,  the  county  council  is  em- 
powered to  examine  into  the  arguments 

Lord  Harris. 


pro  and  con.,  and,    if  it  thinks  right,  to 
take    over    the    powers    of    the   rural 
district     council,     and     to    adopt    the 
Act    with    regard     to     that    particular 
scheme.      Under    Clause    7    a    cheaper 
form    of    arbitration    is    provided    for, 
whereby  a  single  arbitrator  will  be  called 
in  instead  of,  as  has  been  the  practice, 
two  arbitrators  with  an  umpire  in  ease  of 
disagreement.     These,  my  Lords,  are  the 
general  provisions  of  the  Bill.     The  main 
objections  that  have  been  taken  to  it  are 
as  follows  :  It  has  been  objected  that  the 
Bill    does    not    contain    provisions    for 
securing  convenient  railway  and  tramway 
facilities.     It  was  thought  by  some  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  who  I  am 
sure  have  a  very  wide  knowledge  of  the 
conditions  under  which    people  live  in 
these  very  crowded  areas,  that  this  Bill 
should   have    taken  a  wider  scope  and 
should  have  provided  for,  I  think  I  may  say, 
the  compulsion  of  railway  companies  to 
run  convenient  workmen's  trains  to  these 
areas    before    the    lodging-houses  were 
built.       Well,    in    the    opinion  of  the 
Government,  the  powers  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  are  already  suffi- 
cient  to   secure  that  convenient  work- 
men's trains  shall  be  run  to  these  areas 
when  there  is  some  indication  that  there 
will  be  a  population  there  requiring  those 
trains.     That  is  so  far  as  trains  are  con- 
cerned.     With  regard    to   tramways  I 
understand  the  difficulty  to  be  this  :  that 
a   local  authority   wishing  to  project  a 
tramway  not  only  through  its  own  area, 
but  through  the  area  of,  we  will  say,  a 
neighbouring  local  authority,  is  unable  to 
obtain  the  ear  of  Parliament  because  the 
local  authority   which   intervenes  er  is 
outside     the      particular     area,     if    it 
objects,     can    prevent     the     first     local 
authority  approaching  Parriament  at  all. 
A  deputation  waited  upon   Mr.  Chaplin, 
the  President  of  the  Local   Government 
Board,  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  with  the   object  of 
placing  before  them  their  views  upon  this 
particular  point.     Having  considered  very 
attentively    the  representations   put  for- 
ward by  that  deputation,  I  believe  the  in- 
tention  of    the  Government — I  do  not 
know  that  I  am  authorised  to  say  that 
they  intend  to  do  it,  but  I  am  sure  that  I 
am  authorised   in  saying   that  they   are 
considering  most  sympathetically  the  pro- 
posal to  omit  the  present  Standing  Order 
No.  22,  with  a  view  to  insert  a  new  Stand- 
ing Order  providing  that   where  a  local 
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authority  desires  to  run  a  tramway 
through  the  area  of  another  local 
authority,  the  first  local  authority  shall 
be  entitled  to  be  heard  by  Parliament. 
I  understand  the  difficulty  at  present 
it  that  they  are  debarred  from  being 
heard  before  Parliament  in  such  a  case  if 
tn  objection  is  raised  by  a  neighbouring 
local  authority.  If  the  Standing  Orders 
are  amended  as  suggested  then  the  local 
authority  desiring  to  project  the  tramway 
will,  at  any  rate,  be  heard  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  am  given  to  understand  that 
the  members  of  the  Government  who 
have  given  their  consideration  to  this  are 
prepared  to  support  it.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  has  at  present  come  before 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  in  this  House, 
but  I  believe  it  has  come  before  the 
similar  authority  in  the  other  House,  and 
has  been  approved  there.  Those  are  two 
of  the  objections  that  have  been  raised  to 
the  Bill.  Another  objection  is  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  have  provided  for  the  power 
of  a  local  authority  to  hire  land  outside 
its  own  area.  That  the  Government 
have  opposed — I  personally  think  upon 
thoroughly  sound  grounds.  I  can 
imagine  most  serious  injustice  being 
done  to  very  deserving  people  and  people 
who  are  by  no  means  in  very  affluent  cir- 
cumstances. If  such  a  power  did  exist 
one  can  conceive  this — I  do  not  say 
injustice,  because  it  would  be  the  law,  but 
I  think  it  would  be  rather  unfair — that  a 
man  having  invested  his  fortune  in  a  piece 
of  land  would  be  under  the  risk  of  its 
being  acquired  by  a  local  authority  and 
his  not  receiving  even  the  purchase  price 
of  the  land,  but  only  such  an  amount  of 
rent  (in  perpetuity,  I  believe,  is  the  inten- 
tion) as  somebody  or  other — not  the  local 
authority,  I  presume,  but  some  arbitrator 
— might  decide  was  at  that  date  the  value 
of  the  land.  How  the  individual  would 
ever  re-acquire  the  real  estate  I  am  not 
sure.  However,  there  was  a  proposal  in 
some  such  form  as  that  which  the  Govern- 
ment opposed  in  the  other  House,  and 
it  was  not  pressed.  My  Lords, 
the  general  complaint  in  the  other 
House  was  that  the  Bill  was  not  of  a 
large  enough  scope,  that  it  might  have 
been  a  very  much  more  heroic  measure 
altogether.  Well,  there  is  a  different 
opinion,  which  is  that  in  this  matter — an 
extremely  difficulty  one,  affecting  the 
rights  of  property — it  is  on  the  whole 
belter  to  go  slow  than  to  take  a  very 
long  time  poring  and  arguing  over  the 


merits  or  demerits  of  a  large  measure, 
and  perhaps  in  the  end  not  producing 
out  of  the  argument  anything  very 
valuable.  At  any  rate,  if  this  is  not  a 
very  long  step  in  advance,  I  honestly  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  a  useful  one.  It 
endeavours  to  remedy  at  any  rate  one 
serious  difficulty,  the  difficulty  which 
the  local  authority  has  in  obtaining  land 
at  a  moderate  price.  There  is  one  other 
objection,  I  remember,  which  was  raised, 
and  that  is  that  the  Bill  did  not  contain  any 
provision  for  the  length  of  time  within 
which  a  loan  obtained  by  a  local  autho- 
rity for  acquiring  land  should  be  repaid. 
The  suggestion  was  that  the  term  of 
sixty  years  should  be  extended  to 
seventy,  or  even  up  to  100  years.  That 
was  resisted  by  the  Government  in  the 
other  House  on  the  ground  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  now  what  may  be  the  de- 
mand for  houses  sixty  years  hence  or 
longer,  and  that  sixty  years  is  a  sufficient 
period  during  which  it  is  safe  to  allow 
these  loans  to  be  repaid.  My  Lords,  as 
I  say,  the  Bill  does  not  profess  to  be  a 
great  scheme.  It  follows  on  the  lines  of 
those  Bills  that  have  been  at  various 
times  introduced,  and  which  were  consoli- 
dated in  the  Bill  of  my  noble  friend  the 
noble  Viscount  behind  me  (Viscount 
Cross)  in  1890.  It  endeavours  to 
meet  a  distinct  difficulty  which  has 
been  experienced  by  the  County  Council  of 
London  amongst  others,  and  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  see  for  yourselves  that  if 
the  Bill,  when  it  becomes  law,  is  as 
effective  as  the  Government  believes  it 
can  be  made  to '  be,  it  does  solve  one  of 
the  most  difficult  problems  which  wo  have 
to  face  in  the  case  of  these  overcrowded 
areas — that  the  local  authority  can  take 
the  people  concerned  out  of  a  crowded 
area  into  one  in  which  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions are  far  better.  Those  are  the 
main  reasons  with  which  the  Bill  has  been 
introduced.  It  has,  on  the  whole,  I  think, 
been  received  by  thoughtful  people  even 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  in  the 
House  of  Commons  with  approval,  al- 
though I  admit  that  there  have  been  these 
criticisms;  but  as  a  whole  it  has  been 
received  with  approval,  having  regard  to 
the  divisions  and  the  speeches.  I  have 
read  every  speech  that  has  been  made 
in  the  other  House,  and  I  think 
I  am  perfectly  justified  in  saying  that  the 
Bill  has  been  received  with  approval  there 
where   it  has  been  debated  at  consider- 
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able  length,  and  I  hope  it  may  receive  ;  to  the  Bill  of  1885,  which  was  put  forward 
the  same  approval  from  your  Lordships.       by    the    noble   Marquess,    and    on   the 

1  Report  of  this  Commission  I  think  I  may 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  ■  fairly   say    that    the    consolidation  and 
second  time." — (Lord  Harris)  amendment  of  the   foregoing  Acta  with 

!  Lord  Salisbury's  Act  of  1885  were  effected 

Earl  CARRTNGTON  :  My  Lords,  the  j  by  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses 
great  interest  that  has  been  taken  in  this  '  Act     of     1890,    which    simplified    and 
Bill  and  in  the  question  of  the  housing  '  cheapened    the    machinery   involved  in 
of  the  working  classes  generally  must  be  >  municipal  action.     In  1889  the  Conseira- 
my  excuse  for  troubling  your  Lordships  ;  tive    Government    created    the   London 
with  a  few  words  upon  this  motion,  first  j  County   Council,   and   the    Metropolitan 
as  a  member  of  the  Housing  Committee  |  Board  of   Works  ceased  to  exist.    The 
of  the  London  County  Council,  and  also  |  Metropolitan   Board   of    Works,  as  the 
as  an  elected  Member  for  St.  Pancras,  |  House  well   knows,  used  to  clear  away 
which  is  one  of  the  most  congested  parts  j  insanitary  areas  and  sell  land  to  building 
of    the  whole    of   congested  London.     I  I  companies,  and  I  believe  during  the  whole 
have  listened  with  great  attention  to  the  j  of  its  existence  it  housed  a  little  more 
very  lucid  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  j  than  27,000  persons  up  to  the  year  1889, 
moved  the  Second  Reading.,    With  two  i  when  it  ceased  to  exist.     The  London 
points  brought  forward  by  him  I  entirely  !  County  Council  then  came  into  operation, 
agree.     He    says    this    is    not    a    great  j  and  they  began  to  build  themselves  in  1892, 
scheme.     Indeed  it  is  not.     He  also  says  |  and  in  eight  years  we  have  housed  10,000 
that  there  will  bo  no  opposition.     Natu-  j  persons.      What  we  have  in  hand  now 
rally  there   will   be  no  opposition   from  j  and  what  we  have  completed  in  the  last 
this  side  of  the  House,  or,  at  any  rate,  I  sixteen  months  amounts  to  an  additional 
there  there  will  be  no  opposition  from  the  I  accommodation  for  25,000    more  people, 
Liberal   party,  but  I   am  bound  to  say  |  at  a  cost  of  j>l, 500,000,   and  we  conii- 
that  the  scheme  has  been  received  by  the  j  dently  expect  that  schemes  that  we  are 
whole  Liberal  party  with  very  great  and  i  considering  will  enable  us   to   house  an 
grievous     disappointment.       The    noble  j  additional  24,500  persons,  making  a  grand 
Lord  did  not  say  much  about  the  circum-  ]  total  of  60,000  persons   rehoused  within 
stances  that  led   up   to   this  Bill   being  i  the  next  five  years.  But,  after  all,  we  have 
brought  forward.     I  will  for  one  moment !  been  told  that  this  is  only  touching  the 
refer  to  them,  and  if  I  say  anything  that  ,  fringe  of  the  question.      That  I  admit, 
is  not  the  fact  there  is  Lord  Cross,  who  >  bun  I  say  that  we  could  have  done  a  great 
has  the  whole  thing  at  his  fingers'  ends,  '  deal  better,  and  we  could  have  really — if  I 
and  he  will  correct  me  if  I  fall  into  any  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the  expression 
eiror.  From  1851,  when  Lord  Shaftesbury's  ;  in   tins   House — tackled   the  question  in 
two  Acts  were  passed,  up  to  1870,  there  ■  sober  earnest,  had  we  had  greater  facilities 
was  no  desire  on  tjie  part  of  municipalities    for  housing  the   working   classes.      The 
to  take  action  in  this  matter  of  the  hous-    noble    Lord    opposite    said    there    were 
ing  of  the  poor.     Then  the  noble  Viscount  \  very  few  objections  that  had  been  made 
opposite  brought   in  his   Acts   of    1876,  ;  to  this  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
1879   and   1882,    and    those,    with    Mr.  ]  and   he   mentioned   some    of   them,  but ' 
Torrons'  Acts  of  1866  and  1868,  produced  j  1    venture    to     think     that     he    forgot 
a  little  improvement ;  but  I  think  I  am  !  some  of  the  most  important  ones.     There 
only  speaking  the  absolute  truth  when  I  \  are   Hva    propositions   of  what   is   really 
say  that  mainly  owing  to  the  expensive  '  wanted  for  housing  the  poor  in  urban  dis- 
machinery  required  to  put  those  various  '  tricts.     First   of   all,    the  period    within 
Acts  into  motion  the  activity  that  was  j  which  loans  for  building  purposes  must  be 
shown   was  short  lived    and    spasmodic.  ■  repaid,  should  be  considerably   extended. 
Then  in  1884  the  noble   Marquess  (Lord  '  As  the  noble  Lord  said,  it  is  now  up  to 
Salisbury)  moved  for  the  appointment  of  ,  sixty  years,  and  we  ask  as  a  matter  of 
a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the    justice  that  it  should  be  extended  to  100 
whole  subject.    We  sat  for  two  years  and    years.     If   noble   Lords  would    be   kind 
issued  a  unanimous  Report.     I  cannot  say    enough  to  go  round  to  the  Millbank  site, 
that  there  was  anything  very — to  use  the  j  .and  see  the  building  being  put  up  there 
noble   Lord's    language — heroic    in   that  ,  by  the  London  County  Council  for  the 


Report,  bat  it  had  the  effect  of  leading \\ 
Lord  Harris. 
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~  I  am  perfectly  certain,  agree  that  it  is 
absolutely  preposterous  to  imagine  that 
those  buildings  will  not  last  100 
£  years.  Then  the  next  thing  we 
>y  want  is  the  compulsory  registration 
of  the  real  owners  of  all  property,  so 
that  those  benefiting  from  insanitary 
alums  ard  illegal  overcrowdings  could  be 
immediately  and  drastically  dealt  with. 
Your  Lordships  know  that  the  Land 
Transfer  Act  of  1897  is  not  compulsory, 
'except  in  a  few  parts  of  London.  The 
thira  thing  we  require  is  power  to  the 
local  authority  to  have  destroyed  without 
compensation,  and  at  the  cost  of  the 
owner,  insanitary  slums  which  are  in- 
jurious to  health,  where  the  owners  fail 
to  make  them  really  habitable  after  being 
called  upon  to  do  so,  and  if  then  the 
owner  refuses  to  rebuild,  the  local  body 
should  have  the  power  to  do  so  on  equit- 
able terms.  Fourthly,  we  want  power 
given  to  the  local  authorities — this  point 
was  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord — to 
insist  on  a  much  better  transit  service  to 
and  from  the  suburbs  of  the  great  towns. 
At  present  the  cheap  transit  follows  the 
peopling  of  a  new  district.  If  over- 
crowding is  to  be  really  prevented,  cheap 
transit  must  be  used  largely  in  the 
development  of  new  districts,  and  must 
not  be  left  merely  to  follow  their  develop- 
ment. Then,  fifthly,  what  we  have  always 
asked  for,  and  what  this  Bill  no  doubt 
gives,  is  that  local  governing  bodies  in  our 
great  towns  should  be  empowered  to 
acquire  land  compulsorily  outside  their 
own  jurisdiction  for  the  erection  of  work- 
men's dwellings.  The  Bill  on  the  Table 
gives  us  this  last  concession,  but  it  refuses 
to  entertain  the  other  points  which  we 
consider  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  at  large.  I  have  spoken  of 
the  disappointment  with  which  this  Bill 
is  received  by  the  party  to  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  belong,  and  I  maintain  that 
we  have  cause  to  complain  that  so  little 
has  been  done  for  the  working  classes 
only  at  the  end  of  five  years  by  this  all- 
powerful  Government  to  try  to  put  an 
end  to  a  condition  of  things  which  is  a 
danger  to  the  State  and  a  disgrace  and  a 
stain  to  our  civilisation  and  our  Christi- 
anity. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  I  only  wanted  to 
call  attention  to  one  or  two  points  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  Lord  behind  me,  but 
I   cannot   help   being  rather    amused  at 


hearing  my  noble  friend  opposite,  as  a  re- 
presentative of  the  Liberal  party,  talking 
of  their  disappointment  at  the  character 
of  this  Bill.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  whole 
legislation  relating  to  the  curing  of  these 
formidable  evils,  which  I  fully  admit,  was 
carried  out  by  my  noble  friends  behind 
me ;  and  during  the  time  that  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  and  the  Liber  d  party  were 
in  office,  I  am  not  aware  that  they  did 
anything  towards  carrying  into  the 
Statute-book  any  of  those  reforms  that 
my  noble  friend  has  enumerated  just 
now.  It  is  rather  amusing,  therefore, 
now  to  hear  my  noble  friend  ex- 
pressing bitter  disappointment  at  the 
small  nature  of  this  Bill.  However, 
my  Lords,  that  is  neither  here  nor  there 
— it  is  by  the  way.  I  did  want  to  say 
one  word  about  a  matter  that  was  referred 
to  by  my  noble  friend  in  moving  the 
Second  Heading  of  the  Bill — namely,  the 
question  of  the  consent  of  local  authorities 
to  tramways  running  through  their  dis- 
trict from  another  district.  As  the  House 
is  aware,  at  present  under  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House  the  consent  of  any 
local  authority,  or,  if  the  local  authority 
differs  from  the  road  authority,  the  road 
authority  as  well,  is  necessary  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  the  introduction  of  any  Bill. 
It  is  what  is  called  an  Examiner's  Stand- 
ing Order,  and  unless  the  consent  of  the 
authority  is  proved  before  the  Examiner 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Bill  to  come 
before  Parliament  at  all.  Now,  I 
entirely  sympathise  with  the  views  of 
my  noble  friend  who  has  moved  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I  think 
they  to  a  great  extent  fall  in  with  the 
views  of  my  noble  friend  opposite.  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  local  autho- 
rities ought  to  have  a  very  strong  voice 
when  tramways  are  put  through  their 
district  by  persons,  either  companies  or 
municipalities,  outside  those  districts; 
but,  beyond  giving  them  a  mandatory 
power  of  being  heard  before  Committees, 
I  venture  to  think  it  would  be  desirable 
(and  I  should  be  very  glad,  if  certain 
circumstances  arise,  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment in  the  Standing  Orders  to  that 
effect)  to  take  away  from  authorities  the 
absolute  power  of  stopping  schomes  of 
this  lrind.  That  is  the  main  point  to 
which  I  wanted  to  call  attention ;  but  I 
confess  that  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
from  my  noble  friend  that  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  look  with  any  favour 
upon    the    idea    of     compulsory    hiring 
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in  matters  of  this  kind.  I  think 
this  question  of  compulsory  hiring, 
which  has  cropped  up  in  several  directions, 
at  present  is  not  a  very  safe  one.  If 
local  authorities  or  companies  for  public 
purposes  require  land,  surely  they  ought 
to  take  the  land  with  all  its  liabilities 
and  obligations  upon  it,  and  allow  the 
owner  to  be  absolutely  free.  I  think  this 
question  of  compulsory  hiring  is  a  most 
dan.erous  one,  and  that  it  will  act  very 
unfairly  and  with  great  hardship  upon 
owners  of  land.  There  is  a  very  impor- 
tant question  raised  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  as  to  the  length  of  term  during 
which  loans  for  various  objects  should  be 
repaid  by  local  authorities.  I  do  not  like 
to  dogmatise  at  all  on  such  a  question. 
I  quite  see  the  importance  that  it  is  to 
local  authorities  to  get  those  terms  pro- 
longed, but  still  it  ought  to  be  done  with 
very  great  caution.  At  present  the  maxi- 
mum term  is  sixty  years — that  is,  two 
generations;  and  I  think  we  ought  to 
have  very  strong  arguments  before 
we  extend  the  term  very  much 
beyond  that.  One  hardly  knows  what 
changes  may  take  place  in  the  sur- 
roundings of  any  undertaking  or  any 
scheme  in  the  course  of  two  genera- 
tions. As  I  said,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
dogmatise  on  the  subject,  but  I  confess 
that  at  present  very  strong  arguments 
should  be  brought  forward  to  induce  Par- 
liament to  assent  to  extending  the  time 
beyond  the  sixty  years  or  two  generations 
that  has  thus  far  prevailed. 

Viscount  CROSS  :  I  should  not  have 
intervened  in  this  debate  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  reference  made  to  myself 
personally  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite. 
He  has  given  a  fairly  accurate  account  of 
the  history  of  this  particular  kind  of 
legislation,  and  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to 
me  to  find  that  public  opinion  has  grown 
very  much  upon  this  subject,  especially 
of  late  years.  It  was  in  the  year  1875 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  bringing  for- 
ward a  Bill  to  enable  the  authorities  in 
London  to  get  rid  of  what  you  may  call 
the  unhealthy  areas ;  and  if  anybody 
remembers  what  unhealthy  areas  there 
were  in  London  at  that  time,  and  were  to 
go  to  those  places  and  see  the  fine 
buildings  erected  now  for  the  lodging  of 
the  labouring  classes  in  rtheir  place,  he 
would  be  perfectly  amazed  at  the  change 
that  has  taken  place.  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  one  of  these  unhealthy  areas 

The  Earl  of  Mark ij. 


now  existing  in  London  which  it  was  the 
special   object  of  the   Bill   of  1875  to 
remove.     But  so  difficult  was  it  at  that 
time  to  pass  a  Bill  of  that  kind  that  1 
remember  very  well  when  I  laid  the  uv 
structions  before  the  noble  Lord,  Lord 
Thring,  who  was  then  the  Parliamentary 
draughtsman,  to  draw  that  Bill  he  came 
to   me  and   positively  refused  to  carry 
out    my  instructions.     I    inquired  why. 
He  said,  "  I  can  only  characterise  your 
Bill,  Mr.  Cross,    in  two    words  —  Com- 
munism and  Confiscation."   Well,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  much  confiscation  if  you 
look  at  the  amount  of  money  which  the 
City  of  London   and   the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  had  to  pay  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  Act;   while    as   to  Com- 
munism, if  by  communism  is  meant  doing 
what  you  can   to    house    the    working 
classes  in  fit  and  decent  places,  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  but  to  enable  them 
■  to  house  themselves  in  decent   houses, 
I  then  I  am  quite  willing  to  be  called  a 
•  Communist.     But  it  was  not  till  I  drew 
I  the  Preamble  of  that  Act  of  1875  that 
I  the  noble  Lord  would  consent  to  draw  the 
I  clauses  which  were  to  give   effect  to  it. 
i  Public  opinion  has  changed  very  consider- 
!  ably  since  then.      That  Act  of  1875  is 
I  now  embodied  in  the  Act  of  1890.    The 
;  noble  Lord  opposite  has  complained  that 
i  the  present   Bill  does  not  go  quite  far 
i  enough.     At  all  events,  it  does  make  a 
!  very  substantial  step  in  the  right  direction. 
It  will  enable  local  authorities,  where  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  obtain 
land  within  their  area,  to  obtain  equally 
good  land  for  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  outside  the  area.      If  it  did  no 
more  than  that  it  would  have    done  a 
great  deal.     It  will,  I  believe,  promote 
the  building  of  houses  for  the  working 
;  classes,  and  I  sincerely  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  not  onl}7  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading  but  will  carry  it  through  as  it  is. 
I  am  bound  to  say  I  quite  agree  with 
what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chairman  of  Committees.     I  do  not  think 
that  the  time  of  borrowing  ought  to  be 
extended  too  much.     Sixty  years,  as  the 
noble  Earl  has  said,  covers  two  genera- 
tions.     At   all    events,    if   the   present 
generation  is  not  to  bear  its  own  burdens, 
do  not  go  beyond  the  next  generation.   If 
you  come  to  100  years  you  come  to  the 
third  and   fourth  generations,  who  will 
have  burdens  of  their  own  to  bear  in 
dependently  of  those  which  you  want  to 
place  upon  them.      Therefore   I  for  one 
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Id  be  certainly  opposed  to  an  enlarge- 
t  of  the  time  during  which  the  money 
»  be  repaid.  My  Lords,  I  believe  this 
is  a  substantial  contribution  to  what 
ill  want  to  see,  and  1  heartily  support 
Second  Reading. 

ORD  WINDSOR :  I  wanted  to  ask 
question  upon  the  Bill  and  its  relation 
ihe  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
,  1890.  In  the  first  place  we  are  all 
sed  that  this  is  not  a  very  large 
one  ;  but  I  think  that  the  noble  Lord 
>  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
is  justified  in  saying  that  it 
i  step  in   the  right    direction,    and 

two  grounds  particularly  I 
lid  be  inclined  to  support  it.  One 
lat  I  think  the  ratepayers  have  a  right 
ome  relief.  We  all  know  the  diffi- 
y  in  rehousing  the  working  classes  in 
very  centre  of  the  huge  population  of 
don.  Only  a  few  hours  ago  in  a 
imittee  Room  upstairs  a  member  of 
London  County  Council  was  giving 
ence,  and  he  stated  that  a  site  had 
i  acquired  at  the  cost  of  £200,000, 

that  with  the  condition  upon  it  of 
ting  workmen's  dwelling-houses  it  was 
ed  at  £45,000 ;  that  is,  that  the  com- 
eial  value  of  the  land  had  been  reduced 
per  cent,  at  least  in  consideration  of 
condition  attached  as  to  the  erection 
workmen's  dwelling-houses  upon  it. 
act,  he  gave  us  instances  more  striking 
i  that  that.  Another  one  that  I  may 
tion  was  an  instance  of  a  site  that 
been  acquired  and  had  been  put  up 
action,  and  not  one  single  bid  of  one 
le  penny-piece  did  they  get  from  anyone 
this  land,  because  of  the  condition 
shed  to  it.  Therefore,  I  say  that  I 
^hink  it  is  desirable  for  the  sake  of 
ratepayers  that  larger  powers  should 
jiven  to  acquire  land  outside  the  area, 
lat  the  London  County  Council,  for 
nice,  can  make  greater  use  of  the 
ers  which  I  believe  they  already  have  ; 

is  of,  in  certain  cases,  selling  land 
a  they  have  taken  away  the  old 
les — selling  the  land  at  its  commercial 
e,  and   buying  other  more   suitable 

for  the  erection  of  dwelling-houses. 
Lords,  it  is  not  possible,  it  is  not  to 
xpected,  that  exactly  the  same  persons 

are  displaced  can  be  immediately 
(ed  in  new  dwellings.  Wo  had  an 
mce  of  that  mentioned  in  evidence 
afternoon  before  the  Committee  to 
h  I  have  referred.     A  witness  for  the 


I  London  County  Council  told  us  that  on  a 
I  certain  site  where  tenants  had  been  dis- 
!  placed  new  buildings  were  erected,  and  a 
j  certain  number  of  the  old  tenants  applied 
!  for   these   now  buildings,  but   their  be- 
|  haviour  has  '»een  such  that  it  has  been 
|  absolutely  impossible  to  keep  them ;  no« 
i  respectable  person  would  take   lodgings 
|  under  the  same  roof  with  them,  because 
[  they  wero   not  amenable  to  any  proper 
|  discipline,    and    such     discipline    as    is 
i  absolutely  necessary   for  persons    living 
I  together  in  the  same  building.     So  that, 
we   do  not   suppose  that  these    persons, 
will  be  immediately  housed,  but  it  cer- 
!  tainly  will   have   a  tendency  to  remove 
the  congestion   if    these    dwellings    are 
bmlt  on  outside  areas.     The  persons  who 
occupy  them  must  at  any  rate  have  lived 
somewhere  before — they   will   have   left 
their  own  houses  and  left  them  empty,  or 
if  the  houses  had  been  overcrowded  before 
it   will   have     a     tendency     to    remove 
the   congestion.         Therefore,     I     think 
the     noble      Lord     is    perfectly     justi- 
fied in  saying  that  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.     My  Lords,  I  wanted   to  ask 
what  relation    has  this  Bill,   under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890,  which  is  mentioned  over  and 
over  again,  with  Part  I.  of  that  same  Act. 
In  Clause  12,  Sub-section  3,  Part  I.  of  the 
Housing  of  the    Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  I  read  that— 

"  The  local  authority  may  also  engage  with 
any  body  of  trustees,  society,  or  person,  to 
carry  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  scheme 
into  effect  upon  such  terms  as  the  local 
authority  may  think  expedient,  but  the  local 
authority  shall  not  themselves,  without  the 
express  approval  of  the  confirming  authority, 
undertake  the  rebuilding  of  the  houses." 

Then  in  Sub-section  5 — 

"  If  the  local  authority  erect  any  dwellings 
out  of  funds  to  be  provided  under  this  part  of 
the  Act,  they  shall,  unless  the  confirming 
authority  otherwise  determine,  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  all  such  dwellings  within  ten  years 
trom  the  time  of  the  completion  thereof.' 

Then,  turning  to  Part  III.,  Clause  59 — 

"The  local  authority  may,  on  any  land 
acquired  or  appropriated  by  them,  erect  any 
buildings  suitable  tor  lodging-houses." 

And  further  on,  Clause  61  says — 

"  The  general  management,  regulation,  and 
control  of  the  lodging-houses  established  or 
acquired  by  a  local  authority  under  this  part 
of  this  Act  shall  be  vested  in  and  exercised  by 
the  local  authority." 


Lord  HARRIS : 
this  Bill. 


That   is   cut  out  in 
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Lord  WINDSOR :  Then  I  presume  it 
would  mean  that  they  are  not  to  rebuild 
•houses  other  than  lodging-houses. 

Lord  HARRIS:  My  noble  friend 
opposite,  Lord  Carrington,  knows  bettor 
than  I  do,  but  I  think  the  explanation  is 
that  the  houses  referred  to  in  Part  I.  are 
not  lodging-houses.  It  is  only  Part  III. 
that  deals  with  lodging-houses,  and  if  a 
local  authority  builds  houses  on  the  area 
that  has  been  cleared  they  need  not  be 
necessarily  lodging-houses ;  they  may  be 
probably  houses  of  any  kind  or  descrip- 
tion. ! 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  Under,  I  think,  j 
the  13th  Clause  of  Lord  Salisbury's  Act  j 
the  noble  Lord  will  find  in  the  definition  j 
that  "  lodging-house "  means  any  house  ! 
or  tenement  of  any  sort  or  description  ; 
that  is  erected  for  the  occupation  of  the  : 
poor.  "  Lodging-house  "  does  not  mean  ! 
a  house  kept  for  lodgers  to  live  in,  but  it  j 
includes  every  sort  of  house,  whether  two  ; 
families  live  in  it  or  one,  that  is  erected  ! 
for  the  occupation  of  the  poor.  I  think  , 
that  is  the  definition  of  "  lodging-house  " 
in  the  Act  of  1890. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  '2a  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

PROHIBITION  OF  EXPORTATION  OF 
ARMS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
•  exportation   of    arms,   ammunition,   and 
military  and  naval  stores — was  presented 
by  The  Lord  Chancellor ;  read  1° ;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  2a  on  Monday 
next.     (No.  205.) 

House  adjourned  at  half -past  Seven 
or  the  clock,  to  Monday  next, 
a  quarter  before  Eleven  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  20th  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Petitions  for  Private  Bilk,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  ire 
applicable,  viz. : — 

Fraser  Settled  Chattels  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second      I 
time. 

BELFAST  AND   COUNTY  DOWN  RAIL- 
WAY   BILL. 

Lords     Amendment    considered,   and 
agreed  to. 

JARROW   AND   HEBBURN  ELEC 
TRICITY  SUPPLY  BILL. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL 
Lords    Amendments    considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Queen's    consent  signified;    read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords], 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
!  Amendments. 

HAMMOND    (G.    H.)    COMPANY    BILL 

[Lords]. 

LONDON  AND  SAN  FRANCISCO   BANK 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 

MARGATE  PIER  AND    HARBOUR  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Queen's    consent    signified ;    read  the 
third    time,    and  passed,    with   Amend- 
,  ments. 

MERSEY  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

RAWMARSH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lord**]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
•  Amendments. 

LIVERPOOL    OVERHEAD    RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lord«l. 

As  amended,   considered;  to   be   read 
the  third  time. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LonUl  (NO  STANDING 
ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 


ROTHERHAM  CORPORATION    BILL 
[Lords].    (BY  ORDER.) 

Mr.    Speaker    laid    upon    the   Table        As  amended,  considered  :  Amendments 
Report    from   one   of  the   Examiners  of    made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
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2LECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

Lords    Amendments    considered,   and 
to. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 


SDINBURGH  (HOUSING  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES)  IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

Reported,  without  amendment  [Pro- 
riaional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAISLEY     WATERWORKS     PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

Reported,  without  amendment  [Provi- 
sional Order  confirmed];  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,*  and  passed. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 

RAILWAYS  (IRELAND)   AMALGAMA- 
TION BILLS. 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Joint 
Committee  to  be  printed.     [No.  293.] 

GLASGOW  DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS 

[Lords]. 

Reported  [Preamble  not  proved] ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  8). 
Sir  Lewis  M'Iver  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills, 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Com- 
mittee, they  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday 
next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL  AND 
CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL BILL  (JOINT  COMMITTEE). 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  Clontarf 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  reported, 
with  Amendments. 

Leave  to  the  Committee  to  make  a 
Special  Report. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Reports  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


That  they  have  agreed  to — Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10) 
Bill,      Local      Government     Provisional 

J  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill,  Local  Government 
Provisional   Orders   (No.    1 3)  Bill,  Local 

1  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing 
of  Working  Classes)  Bill,  London 
(Clerkenwell    and   Holborn)   Provisional 

I  Order  Bill,  London  (Poplar)  Provisional 
Order  Bill,  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — South- 
]  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill, 
I  with  an  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1) 
Bill,  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2)  Bill,  Great  Northern 
Railway     Bill,     Midland    Railway    Bill, 

[Portland  Urban  District  Gas   Bill,  with 

I  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendment 
I  to  Amendments  to — Hamilton,  Mother- 
I  well,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
I  to — South  Staffordshire    Tramways  Bill 


Lords],  Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill 
Lords" ,  Falkirk  and  District  Water  Bill 
Lords],  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Burnley 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  with  an 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
"  An  Act  for  empowering  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland  Com- 
pany to  acquire  additional  lands  ;  to  raise, 
additional  capital ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." Midland  Great  Western  Rail- 
way of  Ireland  Bill  [Lords]. 

MIDLAND  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY 
OF  IRELAND  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


EAST  INDIA  (CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES). 
Petitions  for  alteration  of  law,  from 
!  Hoshangabad  ;  Ferozepore  ;  Calcutta  ; 
I  Bundi ;  Slnmoga  ;  Neerauch  ;  Kandoway  ; 
|  Ludhiana  (two) ;  Xagpur  ;  Hsipaw  ;  Bhais- 
i  dehi  ;  Aijal ;  Jalua  (two) ;  Ahmedabad ; 
!  Batala  ;     Girgoon  ;     Bengal ;     Santipor ; 
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Bankipur ;  Belgaum ;  and  Muttra  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Dundee,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Two  Petitions  from  Leicester,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Old  Kil- 
patrick ;  and  Loudoun  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Belgrave 
Gate ;  Denby  Dale  ;  and  Leicester  (two)  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Forty-fourth  Report 
of  the  Commissioners,  with  Appendix  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  a  Light 
Railway  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall  from  Berc  Alston  Station  to 
Calstock,  and  the  working  of  a  portion  of 
the  East  Cornwall  Mineral  Railway  as  a 
Light  Railway  (Bere  Alston  and  Calstock 
Light  Railway  Order,  1900)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TECHNICAL    INSTRUCTION    COMMIT- 
TEES  (WOMEN  MEMBERS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  5th  April ;  Mr.  Jebb] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  289.] 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  ACT,  1889. 
Copy  presented,  of  Minute  sanctioning 
the  subjects  to  be  taught  under  Clause  8 
of  the  Act  for  the  county  of  Middlesex 
(Fifth  Minute)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


AGRARIAN   OUTRAGES   (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of    Return   for  the 
quarter  ended  30th  June,  1900  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-second  Re- 
port of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public 
Records  and  Keeper  of  the  State  Paper* 
in  Ireland  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nob. 
2479  to  2483  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ARMY  (SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE, 
1900-1901). 

Estimate  presented,  of  the  Further 
Amount  which  will  be  required  in  the 
year  ending  3 1st  March,  1901,  to  meet 
the  Additional  Expenditure,  mainly  doe 
to  the  War  in  South  Africa,  Affairs  in 
China,  and  for  increased  reserves  of 
Stores  [by  Command] ;  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  290.] 

ARMY    (ORDNANCE    FACTORIES) 
(ESTIMATE,    1900-1901). 

Copy  presented,  of  Revised  Estimate  of 
Charge  for  the  year  1900-1901  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  291.] 


QUESTIONS. 


CHINA-ANTI-FOREIGN    OUTBREAK- 
INCREASE  OF  BRITISH  FORCES. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Barnsley) :  I  beg* to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  grave  situation  in 
China,  he  will  give  the  House  full  details 
of  the  considerable  reinforcements  of  men 
and  ships  which  he  stated  were  on  their 
way  to  China,  in  addition  to  the  increases 
previously  announced  ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty 's  Government  have  decided  to 
further  augment  our  naval  and  military 
forces  in  the  Far  East  for  the  protection 
of  the  lives  and  property  of  British 
subjects. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE. 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
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RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  reinforce- 
ments in  ships  which  have  been  sent  out 
to  China  since  the  present  outbreak  con- 
mat  of:  "Goliath,"  battleship;  "Argo- 
naut," "Isis,"  "Dido,"  "Marathon," 
"  Wallaroo,"  "  Arethusa,"  and  "  Mohawk," 
cruisers;  "Lizard,"  "Bramble,"  and 
"  Britomart,"  gunboats ;  besides  860  sea- 
men and  marines  by  transport.  The 
despatch  of  reinforcements  will  naturally 
depend  upon  the  course  of  events.  Ten 
thousand  men  have  been  despatched  from 
India,  and  the  troops  withdrawn  from 
Hong  Kong  are  being  made  up.  Further 
troops  have  been  placed  under  orders  in 
India,  and  can  be  immediately  despatched 
if  necessity  arises.  Troops  will  be  avail- 
able in  this  country  to  replace  any  troops 
withdrawn. 

PROHIBITION    OF    EXPORTATION    OF 
ARMS. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Government  have  taken  any 
steps  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  to  China  by  British 
firms;  and,  if  not,  whether  immediate 
steps  will  be  taken. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  As  the  hon.  Member  knows,  it  is  im- 
possible in  the  present  state  of  the  law  to 
forbid  the  importation  of  munitions  of 
war  into  China  from  this  country;  but 
the  matter  seems  to  the  Government  to 
be  extremely  pressing,  and  to-day  a  Bill 
will  be  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords 
conferring  the  necessary  powers. 

CONSUL  GENERAL  WARREN. 
Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Warren,  the  Acting  British 
Consul  General  at  Shanghai,  is  now  the 
senior  representative  of  British  interests 
in  China,  and  possesses  such  knowledge 
of  Chinese  affairs  as  will  enable  him  to 
deal  with  the  Viceroys  in  the  present 
crisis,  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
give  him  temporary  rank  as  Charge* 
a  Affaires. 

♦MR.  BRODRICK  :  Full  powers  to  take 
all  necessary  action  have  been  given  to 
Consul  General  Warren,  but  it  is  not  con- 
sidered desirable  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs  to  make  the  change  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member. 


YANG-TSZE  VALLEY-BRITISH 
PRECAUTIONS. 

Mr.  YERBURGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Government  are 
aware  that  a  strong  opinion  has  been  ex- 
pressed at  Shanghai  that  a  powerful  body 
of  British  troops  together  with  transports 
should  be  held  in  readiness  at  Hong  Kong 
for  immediate  despatch  to  the  Yang-tsze 
Valley  in  case  of  necessity ;  and  can  he 
state  what  are  the  number  of  troops  now 
at  Hong  Kong  available  for  such  service, 
and  whether  they  are  provided  with  suffi- 
cient transports. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  Government 
are  aware  that  strong  views  are  held  at 
Shanghai  and  other  Yang-tsze  ports  as  to 
the  desirability  of  sending  ships  and 
troops  for  the  protection  of  Europeans, 
but  there  is  not  unanimity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  effect  of  such  action.  Troops  are 
now  rapidly  arriving  from  India.  The  offi- 
cers commandingthe  troops  at  Hong  Kong 
and  Wei-hai-weihave  been  directed  to  place 
themselves  in  direct  communication  with 
the  Consul  General  at  Shanghai  with  a 
view  of  meeting  any  emergency. 

Mr.  YERBURGH :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  last  part 
of  my  question,  as  to  the  number  of 
troops  available  and  the  supply  of  trans- 
ports. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Will  the  Government  consider  the  alter- 
native of  withdrawing  all  British  sub- 
jects in  this  region  to  Hong  Kong  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

REPORTED    MASSACRE    OF    MISSION- 
ARIES IN  SHAN-SI. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk 
Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Under  Sec- 
retary for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
statement  is  true,  which  has  appeared  in 
one  paper,  that  sixty  missionaries  have 
been  massacred  in  Shan-si. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  seen  the 
statement  which  appeared  in  one  paper, 
but  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
confirmation  of  it,  and  we  are  in  hopes 
that  it  may  not  be  correct. 

BRITISH   NAVAL    FORCE   ON   THE 
YANG-TSZE   RIVER. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  I  wish  to 
ask  whether  the    Under    Secretary   for 
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Foreign  Affairs  can  state  the  number  and 
class  of  ships  on  the  Yang-tsze  River  1 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Sixteen  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  are  at  present  employed 
on  the  Yang-tsze  and  its  vicinity,  and  are 
being  moved  from  day  to  day  to  meet 
the  constantly  changing  conditions.  The 
senior  naval  officer  is  at  Woosung,  and 
13  in  close  communication  with  the  Con- 
sul General  at  Shanghai.  It  is  not 
desirable  that  the  exact  positions  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  on  the  China  Station 
should  be  specified  during  the  present 
critical  condition  of  affairs. 


BRITISH  TROOPS  IN  INDIA. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  state 
what  number  of  the  22,000  troops  at 
present  drawn  from  the  India  establish- 
ment for  foreign  service  are  British  troops 
and  what  will  be  the  number  of  British 
troops  in  India  subject  to  these  de- 
ductions. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  number  of  British  troops 
at  present  withdrawn  from  the  Indian 
establishment  for  foreign  service  is  about 
8,600.  The  actual  number  of  British 
troops  in  India,  allowing  for  these  de- 
ductions, is  about  61,000.;* 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— ARMY  MEDI- 
CAL DEPARTMENT  —  SUPPOSED 
PLEDGE  OF  SECRECY  IMPOSED  ON 
CIVIL  SURGEONS. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  a  question  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice — namely,  whether  it  is 
a  fact,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Westminster  in  the  daily  press,  that  civil 
surgeons  employed  in  military  hospitals 
in  South  Africa  have  been  required  by 
the  Army  Medical  Department  to  sign  a 
contract  not  to  divulge  in  any  way  what 
their  impressions  may  be  on  hospital 
matters. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  Civil 
surgeons  have  to  sign  a  contract — not 
being  enrolled  or  amenable  to  discipline 
under  the  Army  Act — accepting  the  terms 
offered  and  the   obligation   of  discipline 


therein  set  out.  I  hare  in  my  band  & 
copy  of  the  contract.  The  only  paragraphs 
that  bear  upon  discipline  are  as  follows— 

"During  the  said  period  I  will  devote  my 
whole  time  and  professional  skill  to  my  nerrice 
hereunder,  and  mil  obey  all  ord era  given  tome 
by  commissioned  military  or  naval  officen, 
or  by  the  permanent  medical  officers  of  either 
of  those  services." 

And  the  next  paragraph  runs — 

"  In  case  I  shall  complete  my  service  here- 
under to  your  satisfaction  in  all  respect*,  I 
shall  receive  at  the  end  of  the  said  period* 
gratuity  of  two  months  fall  pay  at  the  rate 
hereinbefore  specified  ;  but  in  case  I  shall  in 
any  manner  misconduct  myself,  or  shall  be 
(otherwise  than  through  illness  or  unavoidable 
accident)  unfit  in  any  respect  for  service  here- 
under, of  which  misconduct  or  untitne*  yon 
ahall  be  sole  judge,  you  shall  be  at  liberty  from 
and  immediately  after  such  misconduct  or  un- 
fitness to  discharge  me  from  further  service 
hereunder,  and  thereupon  all  pay  and  allow- 
ances hereunder  shall  cease,  and  I  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  any  free  passage  home  or 
gratuity." 

That  is  the  only  contract  civil  surgeons 
i  have  to  sign,  and  for  my  part  I  cannot 
!  discover  any  foundation  for  the  statement 

in  question. 

*Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) :  Arising  out  of  the  answer  of 
the  hon.  Member,  I  desire  to  ask  him  & 
question  which  contains  a  correction  of 
detail,  but  adds  I  think  very  largely  to  the 
force  and  significance  of  the  statement  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Aber- 
deenshire refers.  It  is  this — whether  it 
is  not  the  case  that  after  some  letters  had 
been  published  from  doctors  in  South 
African  hospitals  they  had  to  sign  & 
declaration  to  the  effect  that  they  were 
not  to  communicate  their  impressions  of 
hospital  matters  to  the  public,  or  that 
they  were  to  take  the  consequences  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  no  know- 
ledge to  any  such  effect.  The  contract  I 
have  read  is  the  only  contract  we  have, 
and  I  am  unaware  of  any  other  contract 
whatever. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  On  that  point  it  may 
bo  desirable  to  communicate  by  telegraph 
with  South  Africa  as  to  whether  this 
declaration  exists  or  was  enforced. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  objec- 
tion whatever. 
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BATTLE  OF  THE  TUGELA— COL.  LONG 
AND  SIR  UEDVERS  BULLER  — 
DESPATCHES. 

Mr.    SWIFT    MacNEILL    (Donegal, 
8.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  he  can  state  why  the  explana- 
tion of  Colonel  Long,  R.  A.,  with  reference 
to   the  circumstances  under    which  the 
guns  were  lost  at  the  battle  of  the  Tugela, 
has  been  withheld  from  the  public,  having 
regard   to    the    fact  that  Sir     Redvers 
Poller    in    his  despatch     or    communi- 
cation with    reference    to    the  capture 
of     these     guns,     while     throwing     on 
Colonel  Long  the   responsibility  of  the 
mishap,  stated  that  he  was  too  ill  at  the 
time     to    give    any    explanation ;     and 
whether,  in  justice  to  Colonel  Long,  who 
has  been  censured  without  having  been 
heard    in   his   defence,    Colonel    Long's 
statement,  which  has  been  for  a  consider- 
able time  in  the  possession  of  the  authori- 
ties, will  be  immediately  published. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand 
that  it  is  not  the  practice  to  publish  com- 
munications of  the  kind  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  said  that  Colonel  Long  had  no 
opportunity  to  give  his  own  account  of 
the  transaction  ?  Now  that  the  account 
has  been  given,  why  not  publish  it  in 
justice  to  Colonel  Long  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Because  it  is 
not  usual  to  publish  documents  of  that 
kind.  I  do  not  know  why  the  rule  should 
be  departed  from  in  this  case. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  BLUE-BOOK. 
Caftain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  say  whether  any  steps 
were  taken  with  a  view  to  substantiate 
the  statements  contained  in  letters 
addressed  to  the  Times  of  Natal  and  the 
Noted  Mercury  by  private  individuals 
previous  to  their  insertion  in  the  Blue- 
book  on  South  African  affairs  just  issued  ; 
and  whether  it  is  customary  to  publish 
uncorroborated  newspaper  correspondence 
in  Blue-books. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  There  is  nothing  un- 
usual  in  the   publication  of   newspaper 


correspondence.  The  first  letter  is  corro- 
borated by  Sir  R.  Buller's  telegram  pub- 
lished at  page  154  ;  the  second  by  a 
declaration  by  Mr.  Kennard,  made  before 
the  Resident  Commissioner  of  Basuto- 
land. 

Captain  DONELAN:  Do  not  the 
statements  appearing  in  South  African 
papers  require  confirmation,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  South  Africa  has  earned  for 
itself  the  title  of  the  "  land  of  lies  "  1 

BOER    TREATMENT     OF     PRISONERS 
AT    PRETORIA. 

Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
has  received  any  report  from  Lord 
Roberts  since  the  release  of  the  prisoners, 
of  war  at  Pretoria  as  to  the  treatment 
accorded  to  them  during  their  confine- 
ment ;  if  he  has,  what  is  the  purport  of 
it,  and  when  the  despatches  on  the  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  such  report 
has  been  received  from  Lord  Roberts. 

REINFORCEMENTS— STATISTICS. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  bog  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
ho  will  state  the  number  of  troops  sent 
to  South  Africa  since  5th  June. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  12,203  officers  and 
men. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  How  many 
were  Regulars  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  All,  I  think  ;  but  I 
cannot  pledge  myself  to  that. 

BOER    WOMEN    SENT    BACK    TO 
ENEMY'S    LINES. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  a  proclamation  has  been 
issued  at  Pretoria  under  which  such 
women  as  are  believed  to  be  the  wjves 
of  men  who  are  fighting  against  us  are 
to  be  driven  into  the  enemy's  lines; 
whether  among  these  women  are  any 
who  have  been  rendered  destitute  through 
the  burning  of  their  farms  and  crops; 
and  whether  the  proclamation  will  bo 
enforced  against  children  as  well  as. 
women. 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No  intimation  to 
this  effect  has  been  received  at  the  War 
•Office. 

RESERVE    MEDICAL    OFFICERS— PRO- 
MOTION REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  bee  to 
•ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  paragraph  670,  Royal  Warrant 
ior  Pay  and  Promotion,  which  provides 
that  Army  Reserve  officers  shall  during 
their  employment  on  Army  service  be 
eligible  for  promotion,  applies  to  Army 
medical  officers ;  and  if  this  paragraph 
does  not  apply  to  these  officers,  what  are 
•the  grounds  of  their  exclusion  from  its 
benefits. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  article  in  ques- 
tion applies  to  Army  medical  officers. 

CAMDEN  FORT  (CORK)  GUN  FATALITY. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  inquest  held  on  the  15th  instant  upon 
the  body  of  Gunner  John  Addis,  of  the 
South  Cork  Artillery  Militia,  who  was 
killed  on  Monday  by  the  bursting  of  the 
breech  of  a  40-pounder  gun  at  Camden 
.Fort,  county  Cork  ;  whether  the  gun  was 
•one  of  four  that  were  injured  before, 
whether  it  was  an  out-of  date  pattern  and 
had  been  condemned,  and  whether  he  can 
state  what  precautions  are  taken  to  test 
guns  before  artillery  practice  is  entered 
upon ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  War  Office 
will  duly  compensate  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased  gunner,  and  also  the  other 
gunners  who  were  wounded,  one  of  them 
dangerously,  upon  that  occasion. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  matter  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member  will  be 
•inquired  into. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  How  soon  shall  we  know 
the  result  ? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  We  have  had  one 
report,  but  it  is  considered  necessary  to 
have  an  expert  opinion  on  the  gun.  I 
anticipate  receiving  that  report  at  no 
distant  date. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  I  will  put  another  ques- 
tion 'down. 


2nd  KENT  ARTILLERY  VOLUNTEERS- 
EASTER  CAMP  ALLOWANCE 

Sir  FRANCIS  EVANS  (Southing 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  War 
Office,  by  a  letter  written  early  this 
month,  informed  the  officer  commanding 
the  2nd  Kent  Volunteer  Artillery  that 
the  allowances  paid  for  the  Easter  camp 
would  be  deducted  at  the  settlement  of 
the  special  camp  accounts  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  charges  which  would 
thereby  be  thrown  upon  the  corps  should 
they  attend  the  special  camp,  he  could 
see  his  way  to  forego  the  deduction  of  the 
Easter  camp  charge,  amounting  to  over 
£400,  and  so  enable  this  corps,  which  is 
up  to  its  full  strength,  to  attend  the 
special  camp. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  As  the  corps  was 
specially  required  in  connection  with  a 
scheme  of  mobilisation,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  sanctioned  the  issue  of 
allowances  for  the  Easter  camp. 

RIFLE  CLUBS— GOVERNMENT 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich) :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Norfolk,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Wit 
whether  the  Government  is  prepared  to 
facilitate  the  formation  and  success  of 
rifle  clubs  by  allowing  fifty  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man  free,  by  granting 
the  free  use  of  Government  ranges  when 
not  required  by  the  Army  and  Reserve 
forces,  by  supplying  condemned  Lee- 
Enfield  rifles  for  Morris  tube  practice, 
and  by  issuing  Lee-Enfield  service  rifles 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  ten 
members  without  charge  to  the  club. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Government 
will  allow  to  authorised  rifle  clubs  ammu- 
nition at  cost  price  up  to  100  rounds 
per  member,  and  Lee-Enfield  rifles  at 
cost  price  in  the  proportion  of  one  for 
every  ten  members.  The  question  of 
Morris  tube  rifles  has  not  been  raised  by 
the  National  Rifle  Association,  through 
which  the  War  Oflice  is  dealing  with 
these  clubs.  The  question  of  the  terms 
on  which  the  use  of  Government  ranges 
can  be  given' is  under  consideration. 

SOUTH  DENES  (YARMOUTH)    CAMP- 
SISTERS  OF  NAZARETH. 

Dr.  TANNER:     I  beg    to    ask    the 
\\3u&er&wre\»rt^  oi  &tate  ior  War  if  he 


649 


Questions. 


{20  July  1900} 


Questions. 


650 


is  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  only  appli- 
cation made  to  visit  the  Camp,  South 
Denes,  Yarmouth,  was  that  made  by  the 
Sisters  of  Nazareth,  highly  commended 
in  South  Africa ;  and  what  explanation 
has  been  given  by  Colonel  Commanding 
Brownrigg  for  their  being  turned  away 
from  the  camp  now  containing  1,000 
Boman  Catholic  Volunteers. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :    I  am  prepared  to 
inquire  into  this  matter. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  there  are  1,000  Catholic  troops 
in  this  camp,  and  that  no  objection  was 
offered  by  the  men  to  the  visits  of  these 
sisters  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

VOLUNTEER    ENGINEER    CORPS    FOR 
SOUTH    EAST    LANCASHIRE. 

Sir  J.  W.  MACLURE  (Lancashire, 
Stretford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  seeing  that  a 
communication  was  received  by  the  War 
Office  on  or  about  the  18th  May,  inquiring 
whether  sanction  would  be  given  for  the 
formation  of  a  Volunteer  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers in  South  East  Lancashire,  including 
Manchester,  Salford,  and  neighbouring 
towns,  and  that  the  assurance  was  given 
that  over  1,000  men  connected  with  the 
engineering  and  allied  trades  had  pro- 
mised to  join  and  to  conform  with  the 
Volunteer  Regulations  Act,  whether  any 
definite  reply  has  been  given ;  and,  if 
not,  can  he  state  whether  the  necessary 
sanction  and  consent  of  the  War  Office 
will  be  granted  for  the  formation  of  the 

S reposed  corps  if  all  the  necessary  con- 
itions  and  requirements  are   properly 
undertaken. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  question  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  general 
officer  commanding  North  Western  Dis- 
trict, with  whom  the  persons  proposing 
to  raise  the  corps  have  been  requested  to 
correspond. 

SENIOR  NAVAL  LORD  OF  THE  ADMI- 
RALTY-OFFICIAL RESIDENCE. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  On  behalf 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Rox- 
burgh (Earl  of  Dalkeith),  I  beg  to  ask 
the  r  irst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  First 
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Sea  Lord  living  at  the  Admiralty  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  deal  with  urgent  matters 
of  pressing  necessity  that  arise  after  office 
hours,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
considered  the  necessity  for  providing  a 
residence  for  him  in  the  Admiralty  build- 
ings, or  adjacent  to  them ;  and,  if  not, 
will  they  undertake  to  consider  it. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  Government  have 
under  consideration  a  plan  for  meeting 
the  demand  for  a  residence  for  the  Senior 
Naval  Lord  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be 
brought  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

NAVAL  EMERGENCY  COAL 
CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tyd- 
vil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  if  he  will  state  why 
coal  was  taken  under  emergency  con- 
tracts for  the  Naval  manoeuvres  in  1888, 
and  why  none  has  been  taken  since ; 
whether  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  as  sole  judges  of  the  circum- 
stances constituting  anticipated  or  actual 
war  under  which  contractors  shall  be 
called  upon  to  supply  on  emergency  con- 
tracts, have  decided  that  the  military 
operations  in  South  Africa  and  in  China 
are  not  circumstances  such  as  would  con- 
stitute actual  or  anticipated  war ;  and  if 
it  be  the  intention  of  the  Admiralty  not 
to  carry  out  their  emergency  contracts 
when  the  state  of  the  coal  market  enables 
them  to  do  better  without  them,  will  he 
in  future  see  that  this  is  notified  to  the 
contractors  before  the  contracts  are 
entered  into. 

The  SECRETARY   to  the    ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  N.) : 
Coals  for  the  manoeuvres  were  included 
I  in  the  emergency  contracts  until  1899. 
I  Since  then  they  have  been  brought  under 
I  separate   contracts,    that   being,    in    the 
'  opinion  of  the  Admiralty,  the  preferable 
'  course.       It    has    not    been    considered 
\  necessary  to  come  to  any  such  decision  as 
!  that  indicated    in    the   hon.    Member's 
;  question,    coal    for    China    and    South 
'  Africa  being  provided  for  in  the  ordinary 
1  way.     With  regard  to  the  last  paragraph, 
the  question  of  what  notification  shall  be 
given  to  contractors  is  bein^  co\\*\d£TO&. 
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BRITISH  CENTRAL  AFRICA-CHIROMO 
AND  LAKE  NYASSA  RAILWAY. 

♦Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Nor- 
folk, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether, 
if  it  be  impossible  to  assist  the  British 
Central  African  Protectorate  with  a  direct 
grant,  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be 
prepared  to  guarantee  a  loan  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  from  Chiromo  to 
Lake  Nyassa. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  not  prepared  at  present 
to  undertake  such  a  railway,  or  to 
guarantee  a  loan  for  its  construction. 

MAURITIUS-BRITISH  CENTRAL 
AFRICA  RIFLES. 

♦Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  when  the  Papers 
with  referencs  to  the  disturbances  in  con- 
nection with  the  British  Central  Africa 
Rifles,  when  quartered  in  Mauritius,  will 
be  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  It  is  not 
proposed  to  lay  any  Papers  on  this  sub- 
ject before  Parliament. 

♦Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  I  have 
had  letters  from  Lord  Selborne  and  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  pro- 
mising that  these  Papers  should  be  laid 
on  the  Table  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No,  Sir  ;  I 
was  not  aware  of  that. 

♦Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  verify  my  state- 
ment )  I  do  not  expect  him  to  believe  it 
on  my  word. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Of  course  I 
entirely  accept  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  I  will  make  inquiries  into 
the  subject.  But  the  matter  has  been 
further  considered ;  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  now  that  I  will  produce 
Papers  on  the  subject.  £  do  not  think  it 
would  be  in  the  public  interest  that  I 
should  do  so. 

AUSTRALIAN   COMMONWEALTH  — 
GOVERNOR    GENERAL'S    RESIDENCE. 

MR.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask   the   Secretary   of   State  for   the 


Colonies  whether  it  has  been  decided  to 
swear  the  Governor  General  in  at  Sydney, 
and  to  inaugurate  the  Australian  Com. 
monwealth  in  that  city  ;  whether  Sydney 
will  also  be  the  official  residence  of  tike 
Governor  General  until  the  establishment 
of  the  permanent  .Federal  capital ;  and 
whether  the  inconveniences  likely  to 
arise  from  the  Governor  General  rending 
in  Sydney,  while  the  Federal  Parliament 
has  to  meet  in  Melbourne,  have  been 
taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  has 
been  informed  that  if  the  other  colonies 
agree,  Her  Majesty's  Government  wfll  not 
object  to  the  Governor  General  rending 
at  Sydney  while  the  Federal  Parliament 
is  not  sitting,  but  that  the  matter  most 
be  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Federal 
Administration.  While  the  Federal 
Parliament  is  sitting  at  Melbourne  the 
Governor  General  will,  of  course,  reside 
there. 

INDIAN  FAMINE— CHOLERA  DEATHS. 
Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  S  he  can  state  the 
total  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  in 
the  famine  districts,  including  the  native 
States,  since  the  beginning  of  the  famine. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  have  not  yet 
received  full  statistics  of  cholera  deaths  in 
British  districts  and  native  States  since 
the  beginning  of  the  famine.  When 
cholera  became  severely  epidemic,  I  asked 
for  weekly  telegrams  regarding  the 
ravages  ;  and  in  my  answer  yesterday  I 
quoted  the  totals  of  the  figures  given  in 
those  telegrams  which  are  published  with 
the  famine  telegrams  in  the  newspapers. 

FAMINE  CAMPS- MEDICAL  STAFF. 
Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
services  of  more  than  one  medical  man 
have  been  available  at  most  of  the  large 
famine  camps,  containing  from  20,000  to 
30,000  people,  at  any  time  during  the 
famine  or  since  the  outbreak  of  cholera. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  have  not 
received  details  as  to  the  individual  dis- 
tribution of  medical  officers  and  medical 
subordinates  at  the  different  relief  camps 
and  relief  houses.      The  Famine   Codes 
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&   contain  full  instructions  for  strengthening 

I   the  medical  staff  in  famine  districts,  for 

I   provision  of  hospital  accommodation  on 

e    relief  works,  for  posting  a  medical  officer 

or  a  subordinate  qualified  for  independent 

charge  to  each  hospital,  for  the  duties  of 

each  medical  officers.     The  instructions 

as  to  engaging  additional  medical  officers 

and     subordinates     from     outside     the 

regular  service,  when    need   arises,  are 

full  and  clear. 

KAIL  WAY  PASSENGERS'  LUGGAGE. 
Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Eland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  the  correspondence 
relating  to  the  excess  charges  on  pas- 
sengers' luggage. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  correspondence  is  at  present  by  no 
means  complete.  When  it  is  I  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the 
Table. 

WATER  GAS  REGULATIONS 
Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  Report  and  recommendations  last 
year  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  in  1898  to  inquire  into  the 
manufacture  and  use  of  water  gas,  and 
also  to  the  fact  that  such  gas,  made 
from  coke  and  oil  instead  of  coal,  is  being 
increasingly  and  profitably  produced  by 
gas  companies,  whilst  local  authorities 
owning  their  own  gas  works  are  now 
debarred  from  laying  out  such  plant, 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  sanction  loans  for  this 
purpose  until  the  regulations  recommended 
tor  the  use  of  carburetted  water  gas  are 
laid  down,  the  Board  of  Trade  will  take 
«teps  to  frame  such  rules  and  regulations 
si  an  early  date. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  Board  of  Trade 
•cannot  give  effect  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  by  rules 
-and  regulations.  Legislation  would  be 
•necessary,  and  on  this  point  I  can  only 
-.gay,  as  I  did  in  reply  to  a  question  put 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stepney,  on  the  25th  May,  that  in  any 
general  legislation  my  right  hon.  friends, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
j^rtment  and  the  President  of  the  Local 


Government  Board,  would  probably  have 
a  larger  interest  than  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  that  I  cannot  make  any  promise  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  was  understood 
to  ask:  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  in  a  great  number  of  towns 
water  gas  is  being  supplied  in  excess  of 
the  regulation  amount  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  No,  Sir ;  but  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  can  give  me  any  informa- 
tion I  shall  be  happy  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  May 
I  ask  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  analysis 
showed  that  in  Dublin  20  per  cent, 
of  water  gas  was  used  contrary  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  Home  Office 
Committee  ? 

Mr  RITCHIE:  I  shall  inquire  into 
that. 

BRITISH    AND    AMERICAN    COAL 
EXPORTS. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
can  state  'the  quantities  of  coal  shipped 
from  this  country  and  from  the  United 
States  respectively  during  the  eleven 
months  ending  31st  May  last,  to  France, 
to  Germany,  and  to  other  European 
countries. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  exports  of  coal, 

I  coke,  etc.,  from  the  United  Kingdom  to 

j  the  countries  named  in  the  eleven  months 

ending  31st  May,  1900,  were  as  follows: 

— France,    6,969,313     tons;     Germany, 

4,973,634  tons;    other  parts  of  Europe, 

approximately     19,000,000     tons.      The 

amounts  of  coal  exported  from  the  United 

States  to  these  countries  in  the  same 

1  period     were  : —  France,     26,336     tons  ; 

J  Germany,    2,126    tons;    other  parts    of 

Europe/136,645  tons. 

FIRE     BRIGADES     COMMITTEE -PRE 
MATURE  PUBLICATION  OF  REPORT. 


•  Sir  GEORGE  FARDELL  (Padding- 
|  ton,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
;  tary  for  Home  Affairs  whether  his  atten- 
I  tion  has  been  drawn  to  the  publication  in 
j  Hie  Timed  to-day  of  the  principal  recom- 
l  mendations  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
;  Committee  on  Fire  Brigades  before  the 
j  Report  has  been  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  and  circulated,  wn3l  \i  \u&  \rN^  s& 
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chairman,  inform  the  House  how  this 
confidential  document  has  been  obtained 
by  The  Times. 

The     UNDER      SECRETARY     of 
STATE    rou    the    HOME    DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Jesse  Collings,   Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  have  seen  the  publi- 
cation to  which   my  hon.  friend  refers,  I 
and  am  sorry  I  can  give  him  no  informa- 1 
tion  whatever  as  to  how  or  by  whom  that  | 
information  was  given.     The  last  act  of  j 
the  Committee  before  separating  was  to  , 
pledge  themselves  that  they  would  give  ' 
no  information  whatever  on  the  subject  j 
until  the  Report  was  printed  and  in  the  1 
hands  of  Members.  ; 

I 

YORK    POSTAL    STAFF  — ASSISTANT    ! 
INSPECTOR  OF  POSTMEN. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  if  he  is  aware  that  an  I 
assistant  inspector  of  postmen  at  York  ! 
who,  although  ho  has  passed  sixty  years  ! 
of  age,  has  had  his  period  of  service  ex-  \ 
tended  another  five  years,  is  allowed  to  j 
keep  a  shop  with  a  beer  off-licence ;  and  I 
whether  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  ] 
rules  of  the  Department.  j 

i 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to  | 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  When  the  assistant  inspector  of 
postmen  referred  to  attained  the  age  of 
sixty  in  April,  1899,  he  was  reported  to 
bo  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  it  was  decided  that  he  might  remain 
for  the  present — not  for  any  specified 
number  of  years.  As  he  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  off-licence  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Department,  it  was  not,  in  view  of 
his  early  retirement,  which  will  very 
shortly  take  place,  considered  necessary 
to  require  him  to  relinquish  it. 

LIVERPOOL    POST    OFFICE-PRO- 
MOTIONS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  i» 
aware  that  a  clerk  in  the  Liverpool  Postal 
Department  has  been  promoted  to  be  a 
superintendent  after  twenty- five  years 
service,  and  that  sixty-nine  telegraphists 
in  the  Liverpool  Office  are  awaiting  pro- 
motion to  the  clerks  class,  H>me  of  them 
having  over  thirty  years  service,  many  of 
them  being  established   telegraphists   at 


the  time  the  recently  promoted  officer  was 

a  corporal  of  messengers ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  Fawcett  Scheme  and  the 
T  weedmouth  Committee  deciding  that  the 
Postal  and  Telegraphic  branches  of  the 
Post  Office  should  be  placed  on  an  equality, 
the  Postmaster  General  will  take  steps  to 
carry  this  into  effect. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  This  post  of  assis- 
tant superintendent  on  the  postal  side  of 
the  office  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  a 
clerk  employed  on  postal  duties  who  was 
reported  to  be  the  best  qualified  for  the 
position.  None  of  the  sixty-nine  tele- 
graphists to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
refers  would  have  been  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  clerkship 
vacated  by  the  promoted  officer.  The 
Postmaster  General  takes  every  oppor- 
tunity to  equalise  as  far  as  possible  the 
prospects  on  the  postal  and  telegraphic 
sides ;  but  cases  must  always  occur  in 
which  promotion  is  more  rapid  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other. 

CENTRAL    TELEGRAPH    OFFICE- 
DINNER  INTERVALS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary    to    the    Treasury,    as    repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  number  of  telegraphists 
in    the    cable  room,   Central  Telegraph 
Office,  have  been  punished  for  exceeding 
the    thirty    minutes    allowed    for   meal 
relief  by  one  or  two  minutes;  and  that 
the    plea    of  delay  in   the    refreshment 
branch  has  been  held  unsatisfactory  in  the 
ease  of  an  officer  who  was  supplied  with 
bad  meat,  and  needed  the  food  changed ; 
and    whether,    seeing    that    the    dinner 
period  is  the  only  relief  time  permitted  in 
!  duties  which  are  frequently  of  ten  and 
j  twelve    hours  duration,  the   Postmaster 
.  General  will  authorise  a  relaxation  of  the 
;  rule. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  No  telegraphist  in 
!  the  cable  room  of  the  Central  Telegraph 
|  Office  has  been  punished  for  exceeding  his 
dinner  time — thirty  minutes — under  the 
circumstances  stated  in  the  question. 
When  the  delay  has  been  three  minutes 
and  upwards  he  has  been  admonished; 
and  frequent  repetitions  of  these  delays 
have  been  punished  by  the  infliction  of 
extra  duty.  But  when  they  are  proved 
to  have  arisen  from  causes  over  which  the 
telegraphist  had  no  control  the  excess 
time    is    excused.      In    the    absence    of 
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larticulars  of  the  case  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  the  Postmaster  General  is 
enable  to  give  any  information.  In  his 
•pinion  no  relaxation  of  the  rule,  as  I 
have  stated  it,  is  called  for. 

HARWICH  POST  OFFICE  STAFF. 
7  Mr.  GODDARD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
'  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  a 
female  telegraphist  in  the  Harwich  post 
office  has  been  informed  that  she  must 
be  transferred  from  that  office,  and  pro- 
ceed at  her  own  expense  to  the  Enfield 
office ;  whether  she  is  able  to  adequately 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  Harwich 
office  that  are  allocated  to  the  female 
staff;  and  whether  the  Postmaster 
General  will  investigate  the  case  with  a 
view  to  provide  against  the  telegraphist 
feeing  compelled  to  attend  the  Entield  post 
office,  and  in  the  event  of  a  transfer,  that 
the  Department  will  bear  the  cost  of  the 
removal. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  late  postmaster 
of  Harwich  had  five  of  his  relatives  em- 
ployed under  him  at  the  Harwich  office. 
It  is  not  desirable  in  the  interest  of  effi- 
cient control  that  the  staff  of  an  office 
should  consist  to  any  large  extent  of 
persons  who  are  related  to  one  another, 
and  it  has  accordingly  been  decided  to 
make  certain  transfers  of  staff  from 
Harwich  to  other  offices.  One  of  these 
transfers  is  that  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  alter 
the  decision  arrived  at.  The  telegraphist 
concerned  was  wrongly  informed  by  the 
present  Postmaster  that  she  would  have 
to  bear  her  own  removal  expenses. 
They  will  be  defrayed  up  to  a  reasonable 
amount  by  the  Department. 

Mel  GODDARD :  Does  not  this  tele- 
graphist suffer  some  depreciation  of 
salary  by  the  change  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  understand  not. 

NORTH    DEVON    NIGHT    MAILS. 

Sir  CAMERON  GULL  (Devonshire, 
Barnstaple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  night 
mails  for  North  Devon  are  sent  on  from 
Exeter  by  luggage  train,  and  that  owing 
to  the  delay  so  caused  and  to  the  refusal 


of  the  Post  Office  to  adopt  the  method  of 
railway  sub-offices  more  generally,  letters* 
are  not  delivered  in  the  outlying  country 
districts  until  late  in  the  morning,  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  expedite 
the  train  service  and  to  adopt  in  more 
cases  railway  sub-offices. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  question  of  im- 
proving the  night  mail  service  to  country 
districts  in  North  Devon  is  under  con- 
sideration. The  cost  of  substituting  a 
faster  train  from  Exeter  for  that  now  used 
would  be  considerable,  and  the  Postmaster 
General  fears  that  such  an  alteration  would 
be  quite  impracticable.  It  may  be  pos- 
sible, however,  to  effect  some  acceleration 
of  the  local  services,  and  the  Post- 
master General  has  caused  a  communi- 
cation to  be  addressed  to  the  local 
railway  company  enquiring  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  improving  the  Lynton  ser- 
vice. If  any  means  are  found  practicable 
for  improving  the  postal  services  to 
Lynton  and  Hartland  they  will  be 
readily  adopted. 

IMPERIAL   GRANTS    IN    AID    OF 
EDUCATION. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  if 
he  can  state  approximately  the  amount 
which  England  received  from  the  Imperial 
Exchequer  during  the  financial  year  last 
ended  in  respect  of  the  operation  of  the 
Voluntary  Schools  Act,  1897,  and  the 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1897. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  amount  for  England 
and  Wales  was,  under  the  first-named  Act, 
£621,516  4s.  lid.  ;  and  under  the  second, 
£210,896  lis.  lid. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  if  he  can  state  approxi- 
mately the  amount  which  Scotland  re- 
ceived from  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
during  the  financial  year  last  ended  in 
respect  of  the  operation  of  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

♦The    LORD    ADVOCATE  (Mr.    A. 

Graham     Murray,    Buteshire) :     The 

grants  paid  in  respect  of  the  operation  of 

j  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  are  : 

(1)  the  additional  grant  to  school  boards 
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under  Section  67  of  the  Act  of  1872,  as 
amended  by  Section  1  of  the  Act  of  1897. 
The  total  paid  under  this  head  in  the 
financial  year  last  ended  was  £44,137 
19s.  9d.,  of  which  it  is  estimated  that 
£24,000  was  paid  in  respect  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1897,  the  remainder 
having  been  claimable  under  the  Act  of 
1872.  And  (2)  the  aid  grant  to  Volun- 
tary schools,  amounting  to  £12,184  0s.  6d. 

FEES  IN  SCOTTISH  UNIVERSITIES. 
Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
what  is  the  amount  of  the  fees  paid  by 
class  students  in  each  of  the  Universities 
of  Scotland;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  prepared  to  assent  to  the 
printing  of  a  lleturn  on  the  subject 
giving  the  details  in  accordance  with  the 
notice  on  the  Order  Paper  for  to-day. 

♦Mr.     A.     GRAHAM     MURKAY:    I 

shall  be  happy  to  give  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  the  replies  which  have 
now  been  received  from  the  Universities, 
and  if,  after  perusal  of  those  documents, 
he  will  confer  with  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  as  to  the  exact  form  in  which 
he  wishes  to  move  for  it,  the  Return  will 
be  granted. 

POSTAL  DELIVERIES  IN  SOUTH 
WESTERN  SCOTLAND. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  continued  irregularity  of 
the  delivery  of  newspapers  in  the  South 
Western  District  of  Scotland,  if  he  will 
inquire  into  the  cause,  and  endeavour 
without  further  delay  to  put  matters  on 
a  better  footing. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  is  not  aware  of  the  continued 
irregularity  in  the  delivery  of  newspapers 
in  the  South  Western  District  of  Scot- 
land to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
but  if  particulars  can  be  given  of  any 
delays  which  have  occurred  immediate 
inquiry  on  the  subject  shall  be  made. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  :  There  are 
so  many  cases  of  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
newspapers  for  twenty-four  hours.  Is  it 
not  for  the  Post  Office  to  find  out  these 
things  for  itself  ? 


Mr.  HANBURY:  I  cannot  answer 
that,  as  I  do  not  belong  to  the  Post  Office. 
I  will,  however,  consider  the  point. 

IRISH  CENSUS  RETURNS. 
Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  will  have 
arrangements  made  in  the  taking  of  the 
census  in  March,  1901,  to  obtain  a  Return 
of  the  number  of  persons  in  Ireland 
(being  of  three  years  of  age  or  upwards) 
who  speak  English  only  or  Irish  only,  or 
both  Irish  and  English,  in  like  manner  as 
is  required  in  the  Census  Bill  with  regard 
to  the  speaking  of  the  Welsh  language 
in  Wales  and  the  county  of  Monmouth. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Baltour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will  refer 
to  the  Returns  of  the  last  census  in  Ireland 
he  will  observe  that  they  contained 
statistics  of  all  persons  who  spoke  Irish 
only,  or  Irish  and  English.  Similar 
statistics  will  be  collected  and  published 
in  connection  with  the  approaching  census 
in  Ireland. 

MONAGHAN  ASYLUM  SEWERAGE 
SCHEME. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.)  :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Governors  of  the  Cavan  and 
Monaghan  Lunatic  Asylum  made  a 
demand  last  week  on  the  County  Council 
of  Monaghan  for  £6,500  to  carry  out  a 
sewerage  scheme ;  and  that  this  sum  is 
being  expended  without  letting  or  offering 
the  work  by  contract ;  whether  he  can 
state  who  is  superintending  the  (Hurrying 
out  of  this  work  on  the  asylum  premises ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  sewerage 
schemes  costing  large  sums  of  the  rate- 
payers' money  carried  out  during  recent 
years  have  proved  a  failure  in  the  asylum  ; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  the  money 
of  the  ratepayers  is  not  allowed  to  be  lost 
now,  and  whether  a  contract  for  this  work 
could  still  be  taken. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Aa  stated  by 
me  yesterday,  the  Local  Government 
Board,  on  the  application  of  the  Asylum 
Committee,  have  sanctioned  the  issue  of  a 
loan  to  the  amount  mentioned  for 
sewerage  works  at  the  asylum,  the  repay- 
ment of  the  loan  to  be  spread  over  a 
period   of   thirty  years.     I  am  informed 
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that  the  works  are  being  carried  out  by 

the     employment     of     tradesmen     and 

labourers    under  the  superintendence  of 

*Mr.  Peddie,  a  sanitary  engineer  of  high 

repute,   assisted  by  a  civil  engineer  as 

clerk  of  works.     The  decision  as  to  the 

manner  in  which  such  works  are  to  be 

executed  is  vested  solely  in  the  Asylum 

Committee,   and  there  is  no   obligation 

imposed  upon  them  to  let  or  offer  the 

execution  of  such  works  by  contract.    No 

other  sewerage  scheme  has  been  carried 

out  at  this  asylum  since   it    was  built 

thirty-one  years  ago.      It  would  be  the 

duty  of  the  Local  Government  auditor  to 

inquire  into  any  expenditure  of  an  illegal 

or  unnecessary  character  in  connection 

with  the  asylum. 


MASTERSHIP    OF     THE    BELFAST 
WORKHOUSE. 

Mr.  DALY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Belfast 
Board  of  Guardians  recently  advertised 
for  a  master  for  the  workhouse,  that  a 
committee  of  the  guardians  selected  a 
number  of  suitable  men  for  the  position 
out  of  many  applicants,  and  that  when 
the  day  of  election  came  the  question 
was  postponed,  which  in  the  opinion  of 
the  clerk  was  illegal;  whether  he  can 
state  the  name  of  the  gentleman  that  the 
committee  thought  most  suitable  for  the 
mastership,  and  if  the  guardians  will  bear 
the  expenses  of  the  candidates  who 
travelled  long  distances  in  expectation  of 
the  election  taking  place  according  to 
advertisement ;  and  whether  he  can  say 
what  course  he  intends  to  adopt  in 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  guardians 
in  not  carrying  out  the  election  of  master 
of  the  workhouse  on  the  date  fixed. 

Mr-  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  guardians  re- 
ported that  only  eight  candidates  for  the 
position  of  master  of  the  workhouse  were 
qualified  under  the  terms  of  the  adver- 
tisement, and  they  recommended  the 
rrdians  to  issue  fresh  advertisements 
candidates.  This  the  .guardians  de- 
cided to  do.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  information  as  to  the 
statement  of  opinion  attributed  to  the 
clerk,  or  as  to  the  matters  referred  to  in 
the  second  paragraph.  The  Board  do  not 
propose  to  take  any  action  respecting  the 
postponement  of  the  appointment,  as  the 


guardians    appear  to  have  acted  within 
their  powers. 

ARREARS  OF  IRISH  SCHOOL  GRANTS. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
arrears  of  National  School  Grant  for  1892, 
1893,  1894,  and  1895  will  be  paid  only 
to  living  teachers,  or  will  the  arrears  due 
be  paid  to  the  next-of-kin  in  cases  in 
which  the  teacher  to  whom  the  arrears 
were  due  is  dead,  and  whether  retired 
teachers  will  be  paid  arrears  due. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  If  the  money 
be  voted  by  Parliament,  an  equivalent  for 
the  so-called  arrears  of  school  grant  will, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  be 
apportioned  among  all  teachers  who  were 
entitled  to  participate  in  the  residual 
grant  of  the  four  years  in  question.  In 
the  case  of  those  teachers  since  dead, 
their  representatives  will  receive  the 
amount  payable.  The  grant  will  be  sub- 
ject to  certain  deductions  on  account  of 
the  pension  fund. 

SNEEM    NATIONAL    SCHOOL 
TEACHERS. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  National  school  teacher  at 
Sneem,  county  Kerry,  has  offered  at  a 
loss  to  himself  the  necessary  site  for  a 
teacher's  residence,  and  that  the  only 
obstacle  to  the  erection  of  the  teacher's 
residence  is  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  local  landlord  cannot 
agree  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  site ; 
and  whether  the  Government  will  use  its 
influence  to  compel,  if  necessary,  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  local 
landlord  to  come  to  such  an  arrangement 
as  will  allow  the  erection  of  this  residence 
to  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  My  right 
hon.  friend  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  replied  very  fully  to  a  question 
addressed  to  him  on  this  subject  on  the 
9th  February  last.*  To  that  reply  I  have 
nothing  to  add  except  to  say  that  no 
correspondence  has  taken  place  with 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  the 
subject. 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxviiL,  page  1056. 
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IKISH   NATIONAL  TEACHERS'    CLASS  | 
SALARY.  I 

Mr,  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to ; 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  award- 
ing the  future  income  of  first  and  second 
class  National  teachers  who,  owing  to 
epidemics  and  severity  of  the  weather, 
did  not  receive  their  full  class  salary  for 
the  last  three  years  and  whose  results 
fees  and  residual  grant  were  lessened  in 
consequence,  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  make  due  allowances 
for  those  diminutions  of  salary. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  on  referring  to  Clause  20  of  the 
New  Rules  will  observe  that  cases  in 
which  the  Commissioners  may  deem  it  in- 
equitable to  fix  the  future  incomes  of  the 
teachers  on  the  basis  of  their  average  in- 
comes for  the  past  three  years  will  be 
specially  considered. 


IRISH  NATIONAL  TEACHERS  —  NEW 
SCALE  OF  SALARIES,  CLASSIFICA- 
TION, PROMOTIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  will  he  explain  why 
the  future  scale  of  salaries  for  National 
teachers  is  omitted  in  the  extract  from 
the  forthcoming  rules  of  the  Commis- 
sioners presented  to  Parliament  last 
week ;  and  whether  he  can  state  the 
future  scale  of  salaries  ;  whether  he  has 
observed  that,  by  Rules  11,  12,  and  13  of 
this  extract,  all  assistant  teachers  and 
highly  classed  teachers  at  present  in 
eharge  of  small  schools  are  degraded  from 
the  rank  they  previously  won  by  good 
service  and  success  at  examinations ;  and 
whether  he  will  advise  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  to  rule  that  every 
teacher  at  present  in  the  service  shall 
eontinue  to  retain  his  classification,  and 
to  be  described  officially  as  of  his  present 
rank  until  promoted  or  depressed  by  the 
rules  which  were  in  force  when  he  won 
that  class  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  by 
the  operation  of  the  same  rules,  teachers 
in  small  schools  are  made  ineligible  for 
promotion,  and  thereby  prevented  from 
qualifying  for  the  pension  of  a  higher 
elass  to  which  they  were  formerly  en- 
titled to  aspire  ;  and  if  he  can  take  any 
steps  to  remedy  this  alleged  grievance. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  future 
scale  of  salaries  is  omitted  in  the  extract 


from  the  new  code  of  the  Commission  ai 
it  has  not  yet  been  fixed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners and  submitted  to  the  Irish 
Government  and  the  Treasury.  It  n 
impossible  to  state  the  future  scab  of 
salaries  except  approximately.  '  It  is  not 
true  that  by  Rules  11,  12,  and  13  til 
assistant  teachers,  and  highly-daned 
teachers  at  present  in  charge  of  small 
schools,  are  degraded  from  the  rank  they 
previously  won  by  success  at  examina- 
tions. Every  teacher  at  present  in  the 
service  will  be  described  officially  accord- 
ing to  his  position  in  the  old  class  and 
the  new  grade  in  the  Annual  Register  of 
Teachers.  It  is  impossible  to  reply  to 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  question  at 
present,  as  the  necessary  modifications  of 
the  pension  rules  have  not  yet  been 
made. 

IRISH  INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION- 
ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  seeing  that  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inter- 
mediate Education,  Ireland,  does  not 
contain  the  names  of  the  superintendents 
of  examinations,  the  Commissioners  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  giving  the 
names  and  professions  of  these  gentlemen 
in  future  Reports. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  sugges- 
tion in  this  question  will  be  brought 
before  the  Commissioners  of  Intermediate 
Education  at  their  next  meeting. 

IRISH  MONITORS1  EXAMINATIONS. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  the 
results  of  the  examinations  for  monitors, 
held  in  April  last,  have  not  yet  been  com- 
municated to  the  candidates,  and  when 
will  they  be  informed  of  the  results ;  and 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay,  seeing  that 
over  three  months  have  now  elapsed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  results 
of  the  examinations  in  question  will  be 
made  known  without  delay. 

IRISH  CONVICTS-MULDOWNEY  AND 
F1NIGAN. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Galway,  K):  I 

beg  to  ask    the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

i  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 

|  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  cases 
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4&  two  prisoners  named  Muldowney 
And  Finigan,  of  Croughwell,  who  were 
convicted  in  Sligo  and  have  been  about 
seventeen  years  confined;  and  whether 
ke  will  review  their  cases  with  a  view  to 
recommending  His  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  grant  their  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  prisoners 
named  in  the  question  were  convicted  of 
murder  at  the  Sligo  Assizes  in  August, 
1884,  and  sentenced  to  death.  The  sen- 
tence was  subsequently  commuted  to  one 
of  penal  servitude  for  life.  Their  cases 
were  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  August  of  last  year,  when 
it  was  decided  that  the  law  must  take  its 
course.  The  case  of  convict  Finigan  was 
Again  under  consideration  in  November, 
with  a  like  result.  As  respects  the  second 
paragraph,  it  is  not  my  province  to  act  as 
■suggested.  Any  application  or  memorial 
praying  for  a  mitigation  of  sentence 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, in  whom  alone  is  vested  the  exer- 
cise of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 

Mr.  DILLON :  When  will  these  cases 
eome  up  again  in  the  ordinary  course  for 
reconsideration  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  say  ; 
but  if  a  memorial  is  presented  they  are 
immediately  reconsidered. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Does  not 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  act  on  the  advice  of 
his  Chief  Secretary  in  exercising  the 
prerogative  of  mercy  ? 

Mr.  a  W.BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  he 
does  not. 

IRISH  MARKSMEN  AT  BISLEY. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  team  selected  from  twenty  Irish- 
men representing  all  Ireland  has  won  the 
Elcho  Shield  at  rifle  shooting;  whether 
these  men  are  prevented  from  competing 
for  the  Queen's  Prize  because  the  law  pro- 
hibits Volunteer  corps  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  enrol  Volunteers 
in  Ireland  or  establish  rifle  clubs  where 
all  who  so  desire  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  learning  rifle  shooting. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  aware 
that  the  Elcho  Shield  has  been  won  this 
year  by  an  Irish  team.     The  second  para- 


graph correctly  assumes  that  legislation 
would  be  necessary  for  the  establishment 
of  Volunteer  corps  in  Ireland.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  formation  of  rifle  clubs  should 
be  addressed  to  the  War  Department. 

POLICE    REGULATIONS    AT    QUEENS- 
TOWN. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  passengers 
Arriving  at  Queenstown  from  the  United 
States  are  asked  by  a  policeman  for  their 
names  and  destination,  and  these  duly 
noted;  whether  similar  information  is 
taken  at  Liverpool,  Southampton,  or  any 
other  British  port  at  which  American 
passengers  are  landed ;  and  if  not,  why 
it  is  obtained  at  Queenstown,  and  passen- 
gers landing  on  Irish  soil  treated  dif- 
ferently to  those  arriving  in  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the  first  part 
of  the  question.  The  information  is  freely 
given  by  passengers  and  has  only  once 
been  refused  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  The  practice  has  existed  for 
twenty  years.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
similar  information  is  taken  at  ports  out- 
side Ireland. 

IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ORDERS. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
Return  of  all  rules  and  orders  made  or 
issued  under  or  in  consequence  of  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  since  last 
year's  Return. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  the  fur- 
ther Return  referred  to  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table. 

MAYO  ASSIZES-CONTEMPT  OF 
COURT. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  failure  of  a 
motion  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  made  last 
Tuesday  at  the  Mayo  Assizes  at  Castle- 
bar,  to  commit  Mr.  William  O'Brien  for 
contempt  of  court ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  so  far  back  as  October,  1882,  legis- 
lation for  the  curtailment  of  the  power  of 
arbitrary  committal  for  contempt  of  court 
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was  promised  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  day ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  Elngland  in  April, 
1896,  and  to  the  fact  that  one  man  has 
actually  suffered  imprisonment  for  743 
days  for  that  offence,  the  Government 
will  take  steps  for  the  introduction  of 
legislation  to  define  the  power  of  judges 
to  commit  for  contempt  of  court,  and  to 
render  that  power  subject  to  appeal. 

Mr.  Cx.  W.  BALFOUR:  With  respect 
to  the  first  paragraph,  the  article  pub- 
lished in  the  journal  named  the  Irish 
People,  in  reference  to  which  the  appli- 
cation was  made,  was,  in  the  words  of  the 
judge,  calculated  to  prejudice  the  fair 
trial  of  a  pending  criminal  prosecution 
and  to  interfere  with  the  fair  course  of 
justice,  but  the  failure  of  the  application 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  though  this 
journal  had  for  months  previously  been 
advertised  throughout  the  county  Mayo 
as  edited  by  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  that 
gentleman,  to  the  astonishment,  I  think, 
of  everybody,  denied  on  oath  that  he  was 
editor  in  the  ordinary  sense,  and  re- 
pudiated all  responsibility  for  the  contents 
of  the  paper.  As  respects  the  second  and 
third  paragraphs,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Did  not  the 
learned  judge  express  his  regret  that  he 
could  not  grant  costs  against  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  told  that 
that  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  He  said  he 
had  no  statutory  power. 

CASTLEBAR  POST  OFFICE. 
Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  if  he  can  state  whether  a  site  has 
yet  been  purchased  for  a  post,  office  in 
Castlebar,  county  Mayo  ;  and,  if  so,  what 
progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  erection  of  the  proposed  building. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  site  for  a  new 
post  office  at  Castlebar  has  now  been  de- 
cided upon,  ?  and  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  building  as  soon  as  possible. 


CORNALARAGH  POSTAL  DELIVERIES. 

Mr.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  rent- 
master  General,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
letters  for  some  time  past  have  been 
irregularly  delivered  in  the  townland  of 
Cornalaragh,  county  Monaghan,  near 
Carrickmacross,  and  district;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  a  house  to  house  delivery  in 
this  neighbourhood  has  been  long  pro- 
mised, he  can  state  why  this  promise  has 
not  been  carried  out. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Inquiry  shall  at 
once  be  made  as  regards  the  postal  de- 
livery in  the  townland  of  Cornalaragh, 
and  as  good  a  service  shall  be  afforded  as 
the  circumstances  warrant. 

GREAGHLONE  LETTER  BOX. 
Mr.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  letter  box  at  Mr.  Francis 
Lambe's,  Greaghlone,  Carrickmacross, 
county  Monaghan,  has  not  been  visited 
by  a  postman  for  several  days  past;  and, 
whether  he  can  explain  the  reason  of  this 
neglect,  and  if  he  will  take  steps  that  this 
state  of  things  will  not  occur  again  in  this 
thickly  populated  district. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  regrets  that,  owing  to  a  local  mis- 
understanding, the  letter  box  at  Greagh- 
lone was  not  cleared  for  some  days 
recently.  Directions  have  been  given  for 
the  box  to  be  cleared  regularly  in  future 
and  at  a  later  hour  than  formerly. 

PHOSNIX  PARK,  DUBLIN— ORNA- 
MENTAL WATERS,  TREES,  ETC. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  any 
step  has  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  cost 
of  providing  a  lake  in  the  Phoenix  Park 
such  as  is  provided  to  enhance  public  enjoy- 
ment in  Hyde  Park  and  St.  James's  Park, 
and  what  are  the  respective  areas  of  these 
three  parks. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  An  estimate  is  being 
prepared,  but  important  questions  arise 
as  to  the  source  from  which  water  should 
be  taken  and  on  other  points  which  cannot 
be  settled  without  some  delay.  The 
Board  of  Works  are  looking  into  the 
subject  thoroughly.  The  area  of  the 
Phoenix  Park  is  1,752  acres.  The  area 
of  Hyde  Park  is  360  acres,  and  of  St. 
James's  Park  93  acres. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  would 
iftk  the  keepers  of  the  London  parks  to 
iiraish  the  keeper  of  Phoenix  Park  with 
k  list  of  the  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs 

Kwn  in  St.  James's  Park  and  the  Green 
'k,  and  give  authority  for  any  expense 
that  may  be  entailed  in  providing  for  the 
planting  of  similar  trees  and  shrubs  in 
Phoenix  Park. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  A  list  of  the  orna- 
mental trees  and  shrubs  which  have  done 
well  in  the  London  parks  shall  be  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Works,  who  will  decide 
how  far  they  are  suitable  for  the  Phcenix 
Park  also. 

SNEEM  PIER. 
Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  have  built  a  pier 
at  Sneem,  county  Kerry,  at  a  cost  of 
XI, 500,  and  that  a  goods  store  is  a  neces- 
sity on  or  near  the  pier  for  the  protection 
and  storage  of  goods;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
the  trading  companies  calling  at  the  pier, 
and  the  people  of  the  locality  were  pre- 
pared to  erect  this  store,  and  that  the 
erection  of  the  storehouse  was  prevented 
by  Mr.  Warden,  the  local  landlord  ;  and, 
can  he  state  what  steps  the  Government 
will  take  to  compel  Mr.  Warden  to  allow 
the  goods  store  to  be  built  for  protection 
of  goods  and  use  of  the  trading  public. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
for  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
Co.,  S.) :  The  Congested  Districts  Board, 
in  1898,  built  a  quay  at  Sneem,  at  a  cost 
of  XI,  158.  The  Board  proposed,  in  May, 
1899,  to  erect  a  shed  on  the  quay  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public,  but  decided 
to  take  no  further  steps  in  the  matter  on 
learning  from  Mr.  Warden  that  the 
owners  of  the  property  adjoining  the 
quay  contemplated  building  a  store  them- 
selves. No  representations  have  since 
been  made  to  the  board  on  the  matter. 
The  Government  have  no  power  to  take 
any  steps  such  as  suggested  in  the  last 
paragraph. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  objection  Mr.  War- 
den has  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
building  a  store  ? 


]  Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  We  do  not  know 
:  that  Mr.  Warden  has  any  objection.  We 
'  have  received  no  representations  from  the 
:  district. 

IMPORTS    OF    RUSSIAN    EGGS. 
Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  Ireland   whether   his   attention 
j  has  been  directed  to  the  importation  of 
I  Russian  eggs  into  Ireland,  and  their  sub- 
sequent   exportation    as   Irish     eggs   to. 
I  England ;    and    whether   he    will   cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  this  system,, 
and  take  steps  to  prevent  its  continuance. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT:  The  attention  of 
j  the  Department  has  been  drawn  to  the: 
i  recent  representations  in  the  public  press 
'  as  to  the  alleged  importation  of  Russian 
.  eggs  into  Ireland,  and  their  subsequent 
exportation  as  Irish  eggs.  The  matter  is 
'  being  inquired  into. 

\  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Will  the 
j  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  that  these  eggs 
I  do  not  roach  the  House  of  Commons  1 

'      Mr.  PLUNKETT :  That  is  the  duty  of 

i  the  Kitchen  Committee. 

i 

|  AGRICULTURE-THE  WARBLE  FLY. 
|  Mr.  FIELD :  I  bog  to  ask  the  Vice- 
j  President  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
|  ture  for  Ireland  whether  his  Department 
j  has  issued  leaflets  to  stock-owners  con- 

•  taining  instructions  to  prevent  the  warble 
'  fly  from  harassing  and  injuring  cattle ; 
'  and    whether    he    intends   to   introduce 

j  legislation  making  it  a  penal  offence  for 
j  stock-owners  to  omit  talcing  simple  pre- 
!  cautions  to  prevent  the  suffering  caused 

•  by  the  warble  fly  to  cattle  and  the  loss  to 
I  the  sellers  and  buyers  of  hides. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  A  leaflet   has  been 
|  issued  by  the  Department  containing  in- 
i  structions  how  to  prevent  the  warble  fly 
from  harassing  and  injuring  cattle.     I  do- 
not  think  this  pest  can  bo  dealt  with  by 
>  legislation. 

HAGUE  CONFERENCE-RATIFICATION 
OF  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
:  Tyneside)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Pacific 
;  Settlement  of  International  Disputes 
\  Convention,  signed  at  the  Hague,  has. 
I  been    yet    ratified    by    the    Powers    of 
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Europe ;  if  not,  when  is  the  Convention 
expected  to  be  ratified. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  ratifica- 
tions of  Great  Britain,  France,  Austro- 
Hungary,  Russia,  Italy,  Spain,  and  the 
United  States  are  at  present  in  the 
custody  of  the  Netherlands  Government, 
but  the  date  of  the  ratification  has  not 
yet  been  definitely  settled.  It  will  pro- 
bably be  early  in  September. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Can  the  Leader  of  the  House  now  state 
anything  definite  as  to  the  business  on 
Tuesday,  and  also  when  the  Supple- 
mentary Army  Estimate  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  Members  1  It  ought  to  be  in 
our  hands  a  considerable  time  before  the 
statement  is  made. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  On  Tuesday  I 
find  it  is  impossible  for  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  to 
have  the  Papers  in  the  hands  of  Members 
in  sufficient  time  to  discuss  the  Colonial 
Office  Vote.  My  original  arrangement 
would,  therefore,  appear  to  be  satis- 
factory— namely,  to  take  the  Colonial 
Office  Vote  on  Tuesday  next. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
When  shall  we  have  the  Papers  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  hope  they 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  on 
Monday  morning. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Papers  i 
requisite  to  discuss  the  Foreign  Office 
Vote  cannot  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  I 
in  time  for  the  discussion  on  Tuesday, 
and  therefore  I  will  not  put  down  the 
Vote  for  that  day.  It  will  in  all  pro- 
bability stand  first  on  the  last  day  of 
Supply,  probably  Thursday  week.  I  will 
put  down  after  the  Colonial  Office  Vote 
the  other  Votes  in  Class  II.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  hopes 
to  have  the  terms  of  the  Supplementary 
Estimate  in  the  hands  of  Members  on 
Monday,  but,  in  any  case,  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.): 
Will  there  be  any  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  Ashanti  Vote  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  That  will  come 
after  the  Colonial  Vote,  as  usual. 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  BILL 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Law,  etc.,  without  Amendment. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  292.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  to  be  printed.     [No.  292.] 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  npon 
Monday  next. 

BOILERS  REGISTRATION  AND  IN- 
SPECTION. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence  and  an  Appendix, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  294.] 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  BILL. 
Order  [this  day]  for  Consideration,  as 
amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
read,  and  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Poor  Re- 
moval Bill,   Charitable  Loans    (Ireland) 
Bill,    Veterinary    Surgeons    Amendment 
Bill,  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Amend- 
ments to  Land  Charges  Bill  [Lords],  with- 
out amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
County  Courts  in  Ireland."  County 
Courts  (Ireland)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also  a  Bill  intituled,   "An    Act  to 
|  amend  the  Law  relating  to  registration 
in   Provincial  and  Diocesan  Registries.'' 
Diocesan  Registration  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also  a  Bill  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
relieve  Members  of  County  Councils  and 
other  Local  Authorities  from  disqualifica- 
I  tion  by  reason  of  absence  in  certain 
cases.1'  Members  of  Local  Authorities 
Relief  Bill  [Lords]. 


NEW  BILLS. 


MEDICAL  ACT  (1858)  EXTENSION. 

Bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
Medical  Act,  1858,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  General  Laurie,  Mr.  Rothschild, 
Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree,  Colonel 
Wyndham  Murray,  Mr.  Middlemore,  and 
Sir  Jdmes  Fergusson. 
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MEDICAL  ACT  (1858)  EXTENSION  BILL. 
"To  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
Medical  Act,  1858,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  307.] 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACTS 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Acts,  1854, 1873,  and  1888,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Thomas  Gibson- 
Carmichael,  Mr.  Hedderwick,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Mr.  Griffith-Boscawen,  and  Mr. 
Yoxall. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACTS 
AMENDMENT    BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Acts,  1854,  1873,  and  1888,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  308.] 

TEACHERS  OF  MUSIC  REGISTRATION. 
Bill  for  the  registration  of  Teachers  of 
Music,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Sidebobham,  Sir  Henry  Bemrose, 
Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  Sir 
William  Houldsworth,  and  Mr.  Provand. 

TEACHERS  OF  MUSIC  REGISTRATION 
BILL. 

"For  the  registration  of  Teachers  of 
Music,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday,  30th  July,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  309.] 


SUPPLY  [20th   Allotted   Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[MR.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Class  IV. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£787,503  (including  a  Supplementary 
sum  of  £95,434)  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901,  for  the 


Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland,  including  a  Grant 
in  Aid  of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund, 
Ireland." 

♦Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Conne- 
niara) :  I  rise,  Sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  before  the  Committee  the  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  primary  education 
in  Ireland.  This  House  has  given,  and 
rightly  given,  a  great  deal  of  its  time  and 
attention  to  the  question  of  education  in 
Great  Britain,  and  it  will  be  admitted 
that  vast  progress  has  been  made  for  the 
last  thirty  years  towards  educational 
perfection  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales.  Old  methods  and  old  systems 
have  given  way  to  new  methods  and  new 
systems,  and  although  the  change  has 
been  slow,  it  has  been  sure  and  steady,  and 
to-day  the  British  people  of  all  grades,  and 
especially  the  poorer  portion  of  the  people, 
enjoy  an  excellent,  if  not  a  perfect,  system 
of  education.  I  believe  that  England  is. 
still  behind  the  Continental  countries  in 
educational  matters,  but  from  year  to 
year  this  House  gives  effect  to  legislation 
in  the  direction  of  improving  it,  and  it 
may  be  said  with  truth  that  to-day  the 
people  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales; 
have  little  to  complain  upon  this  question. 
But,  Sir,  how  stands  the  case  of  Ireland  ? 
That  is  the  question  I  wish  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee,  and  I  ask 
for  its  indulgence  while  I  attempt  to.  do 
so.  I  have  seen  what  has  been  done  for 
education  in  these  countries  within  the 
last  thirty  years — old  ideas  and  sys- 
tems, as  I  have  said,  giving,  way  to 
new  ideas  and  systems;  but  in  Ireland 
I  have  seen,  during  all  those  years,  old- 
fashioned  ideas  and  old-fashioned  and 
stupid  systems  maintained  and  adhered  to 
with,  I  may  say,  surprising  tenacity  and 
obstinacy.  The  same  books  that  were  in 
use  in  the  so-called  National  schools  when 
I  was  a  boy  are  in  use  there  to-day.  One  set 
of  school  books,  one  system  of  examina- 
tion, one  narrow  set  of  ideas,  one  narrow 
groove.  It  is  true  that  in  their  new  rules 
just  laid  before  Parliament  the  Commis- 
sioners have  some  important  and  satis- 
factory changes  ;  but  while  the  countries 
of  the  whole  world  have  been  for  years 
alive  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
education,  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  have  remained 
ignorant  or  indifferent  to  the  necessity  and 
importance  of  having  the  people  of  Ireland 

properly  and  intelligently  educated..  But, 
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Sir,  I  do  not  purpose  discussing  in  detail  I  possible  to  acquire  a  proper  knowledge 
the  out-of-date  and  stupid  National  school  j  of  the  subjects  taught  in  those  schools  in 
system  of  education  in  Ireland,  nor  shall  the  Irish  speaking  districts  unless  the  bi- 
I  criticise  the  new  rules.  There  is  one  i  lingual  system  is  adopted.  I  want  thit 
phase  of  it,  and  one  alone,  that  I  want  to  i  fact  to  be  thoroughly   realised  by  the 


I 


■awell  upon  to-day,  and  that  is  the  policy 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Education  in 
ignoring  the  advantages  of  the  bilingual 
■system  of  instruction  in  those  parts  of 
Ireland  where  the  Irish  language  is  in 
general  use  and  may  be  said  to  be 
the  home  language.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men in  this  House  who  know  any- 
thing of  the  Welsh  educational 
system,  or  who  have  acquired  other 
languages  than  their  own,  will  recognise 
the  necessity  and  the  advantage  of  the 
■bilingual  system,  and  although  its  impor- 
tance has  been  urged,  and  strongly  urged, 
upon  the  Irish  Educational  Commissioners, 
this  old-fashioned  and  obsolete  body 
ignore  the  representations  made  to  them 
on  this  matter;  and  therefore,  Sir,  we 
are  compelled  to  bring  this  all-important 
and  vital  subject  for  the  proper  education 
of  our  people  before  this  Parliament. 
Hon.  Members  may  be  aware  that  this 


Committee,  and  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  fully  appreciate  it,  perhaps 
it  will  allow  me  to  quote  a  few 
passages  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Leggant 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspectors  of 
Schools  in  Wales.  I  believe  efforts  hare 
been  made  to  teach  the  Welsh  children 
through  the  medium  of  English,  but  it 
has  been  fully  recognised  of  late  that  that 
system  was  a  hopeless  failure,  and  now  I 
believe  that  the  bilingual  system  is 
universally  adopted  in  the  Principality. 
What  does  .Mr.  Leggard  say  in  his 
report  for  1898  ? 

"  No  system  can  really  flourish  unless  it  i* 
supported  by  national  sentiment  and  union  it 
has  won  the  affections  of  the  people.  In  the 
case  of  Wales,  it  is  clear,  I  think,  that  ednct- 
tion  has  got  a  real  hold  of  the  popular 
sympathies,  just  as  it  has  in  the  northern  pen 
of  Great  Britain. 

"  It  would  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  in 
some  of  the  Welsh-Speaking  districts  the  chfl- 


T  .  ,    ,  ,  11    dren  never  hear  a  word  of  English  outside  the 

Irish  language  question  has  engaged  and  ,  schools,  and  so  the  English  language  is  i 


is  engaging  the  anxious  attention  of  the    tiling  quite  apart  from  their  daily  life  and 
people  of  Ireland.     It  is  a  most   impor- '  interests,  and  is  merely  a  vehicle  for  school 
tant  question,  and  the  sooner  Parliament 
realises  that  fact  and  deals  with  it   the 
'better. 

We   look  at   this   question   from  two 
standpoints.     We  believe  that  as  a  sepa- 
rate  entity,    if    I   may    say   so;    as    a 
separate    and    distinct    nationality;    as 
a     Celtic     people,     we      should 
our  own    Celtic  language, 
go   into    the    policy   and 
adopted   by  this  country  in  the  past  in 
penalising    the   Irish   language,  but   the 
Irish    people    are    now    determined    to 
restore  that  language  as  far  as  it  is  in 
their    power   to   do    so,   so   that  future 
generations  of  Irishmen  will  be  able  to 
speak   their   own  language    just   as  the 


.     .     .    Should  it  not  be  frankly  re- 

I  cognised  that  English  is  a  foreign  language, 
and  that  it  should  be  taught  by  the   best 
methods  of  teaching  foreign  languages  ?  Welsh 
children  should  not  merely  learn  bookish  Eng- 
lish, but  they  should  be  encouraged  from  tbe 
infants'  school  upwards  to  talk  in  the  foreign 
tongue  about  things  that  interest  them— their 
homes,  their  games,  their  pet  animals  ;  and 
„      when  a  vocabulary  is  acquired  simple  rules  of 
I    shall"  not '  Q™*™**  will  gradually  be  deduced  and  the 
tli  tlirvJ      children  will  be  trained  in  due  course  byspeak- 

tne  metnoas  in^  correctly  to  write  correctly.  Instruction 
in  English  on  the  lines  1  have  indicated  should 
help  Welsh  children  to  appreciate  better  their 
own  mother  tongue.     .     ... 

"  For  Welsh- speaking  districts  such  expla- 
natory instruction  (on  other  subjects  beside 
reading)  should  in  the  earlier  years  of  school 
life  be  to  a  great  extent  given  in  the  ver- 
nacular, and  the  children  will  thus  be  able  to 
assimilate  what  they  hear.     This  they  cannot 


just   as 
people  of  Wales  to-day  speak  their  Welsh  ;  £^.^.££33  *  te*3S 
tongue.      This    Parliament  can   help   m  ;  sounds  of  an  unknown  tongue." 
that  direction,  and  this  Parliament  isbound  ,      Mr  L  j  Roberts,  one  of  Mr.  Ward's 
to  recognise  and  respect— if  it  acts  consti- ;  colleagueg>  in   his  report  for   thTsame 

■  year,  remarks — 


tutionally — the  wishes  of  the  Irish  people, 
That  is  our  first  standpoint.  The  second 
standpoint  from  which  we  view  this 
question  is  the  urgent  necessity  for  pro- 
perly educating  our  children  in  those 
Irish-speaking  districts  where  Irish  is  the 
home  language.  The  present  system  is 
altogether  wrong  in  principle  and  most 
"pernicious  in  its  effects.     It  is  utterly  im- 

Afr.  O'Mulkt/. 


"  The  use  of  bilingual  reading- books  systema- 
tically throughout  a  school  helps  to  do  aw*y 
with  the  difficulties  of  the  Welsh  child.  He 
gains  self-confidence,  he  sees  delicate  varieties 
of  meaning  which  he  could  not  otherwise 
grasp,  his  taste  for  reading  in  both  languages 
ls  developed,  and  the  mere  practice  of  com- 
paring the  idiom*  of  two  languages  is  itself  a 
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Mr.  Jones,  another  colleague  of  Mr. 
lieggard,  says  in  his  report — 

•'The  future  of  Welsh  education  is  very 
promising,  and  the  Welsh  people  have  now 
placed  within  their  reach  educational  advan- 
tages which  were  undreamt  of  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century." 

Can  that  be  said  of  Ireland  1  I  ask 
Main  :  Can  that  be  said  of  Ireland  ?  and 
it  not,  why  not  1    That  is  the  question. 

I  now  come  to  a  report  by  Mr.  Darling- 
ton, another  Welsh  school  inspector.  Mr. 
Darlington  says — 

"  I  feel  strongly  that  reading  as  at  present 
taught  is  not  doing  as  much  as  it  might  do  in 
the  direction  of  stimulating  the  general  in- 
telligence of  the  scholars.  The  fact  that  in 
teaching  a  Welsh  child  to  read  English  we  are 
really  teaching  him  the  use  of  a  foreign  lan- 
guage i«  at  present  .»ot  sufficiently  taken  into 
account,  and  one  feels  too  often  that  a 
mechanical  fluency  in  reading  English  is  accom- 
panied by  the  vaguest  possible  notion  of  the 
aenae  of  the  passage  read.  The  use  of  bilingual 
readers  has  done  much  to  make  the  reading 
lesson  a  more  intelligent  exercise.  Still  more 
satisfactory  results  are  obtained  in  schools 
where  the  practice  of  oral  translations  forms  a 
Tegular  part  of  the  reading  lesson." 

These  reports,  from  which  I  have  given 
only  a  few  extracts,  are  taken  from  the 

funeral  report  of  Mr.  Leggard,  the  Chief 
nspector.  Mr.  Leggard  concludes  his 
enlightened  and  interesting  report  in  these 
words — 

"  I  will  only  say  in  conclusion  that  the  sta»e 
of  elementary  education  in  Wales  is  full  of 
encouragement,  provided  those  concerned  with 
it  do  not  rest  contented  with  their  achieve- 
ments in  the  past,  but  endeavour  to  make 
steady  and  united  progress  in  the  future." 

I  am  sure  hon.  Members  will  agree  with  me 
that  there  should  be  no  further  necessity 
for  me  to  argue  the  point  as  to  the  advan- 
tages of  the  bilingual  system  where 
English  is  not  the  home  language.  I 
have  quoted  from  the  reports  of  several 
Welsh  school  inspectors  in  support  of  my 
ease,  and  now  I  shall  quote  from  a  solitary 
Irish  Commissioner  —  Dr.  Starkie,  who 
stands  alone,  or  almost  alone,  in  the 
wilderness  of  prejudice,  ignorance,  and 
antediluvianism  which  surrounds  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland.  Dr.  Starkie,  in  a  speech  last 
February,  used  these  words — 

"  The  National  Board  had  made  a  disastrous 
blander  in  thrusting  on  a  Gaelic-speaking  race 
a  system  of  education  produced  after  a  foreign 
model  and  utterly  alien  to  their  sympathies 
and  antecedents.  The  attempt  was  unsound 
(he  continued),  both  philosophically  and  prac- 
tically. The  Board  were  guilty  of  narrow 
pedantry  in  neglecting  as  worthless  the  whole 
spiritual  life  of  the  pupil,  and  the  multitude 


;  of  associations,  imaginations,  and  sentiments 
]  that  formed  the  content  of  his  consciousness. 
j  To  ihis  unhappy  blunder  may  be  attributed 
I  the  want  of  initiative  and  independence,  and 
i  distaste  of  knowledge,  which  so  hamper  the 
i  industrial  development  of  Ireland — qualities  so 
|  alien  to  the  quick  sympathies  and  alert  intelli- 
I  gence  which  are  the  most  salient  characteristics 
of  our  race." 

|  It  is  quite  refreshing  to  come  across  an 

i  Irish  official  with  such  broad,  enlightened, 

and  patriotic  views.     As  far  as  I  know,' 

there  is   only  one  Nationalist    on    this 

educational  board  —  Archbishop   Walsh, 

|  and  not  only  is  he  a  Nationalist  but  he  is  a 

]  man  of  great  culture,  and  he  is  a  strong 

,  advocate  for  the  bilingual  system.      Who 

I  are  the  other  Commissioners  1     The  pre- 

|  sent  members  are  the  following — 

!  Nominated  in 

|  Lord  Morris        1868 

I         E.  G.  Dease,  D.L 1880 

I         W.  L.   Newell,    LL.D.,  C.B., 

I  J.P 1886 

J.Malcolm  Inglis,  J. P.  ...  1887 

Sir  Percy  R.  Grace,  Bart,  D.L.  1888 

James  Morell      1888 

G.    F.     Fitzgerald,   F.T.C.D., 

F.R.S 1888 

Sir  H.  Bellingham,  Bart.,  D.L.  1890 
Right  Hon.  Christopher  Palles, 

Lord  Chief  Baron       1890 

Rev.  Henry  Evans,  D.D.         ...  1890 
Sir    R.    Blennerhassett,  Bart., 

D.L 1891 

Judge  Shaw        1891 

Rev.  Hamilton  B.  Wilson.  D.D.  1892 

Archbishop  Walsh,  D.  D.         ...  1895 

Stanley  Harrington,  J.P.        ...  1895 

W.  R.  J.  iVfolloy,  J.P 1895 

Edward  Do wden.  LL.  D. ,  D.  C.  L.  1896 
Rev.     J.    H.     Bernard,    D.D., 

F.T.C.D 1897 

Right    Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall, 

D.D 1897 

W.    J.    M.    Starkie  (Resident 

Commissioner)  1899 

In  that  list  of  twenty  gentlemen,  I 
venture  to  say  that  with  the  exception  of 
Dr.  Walsh  there  is  not  a  man  amongst 
them  who  is  not  a  Unionist.  They  are 
men  who  have  a  horror  of  every  Nation- 
alist sentiment,  who  are  steeped  to  the 
lips  in  bigotry,  prejudice,  and  intoler- 
ance, men  who  see  in  this  Gallic 
League  movement,  the  Scarlet  Lady 
of  Rome  or  a  Republican  Ireland. 
These  are  the  gentlemen  the  Government 
of  this  country  entrust  the  education  of 
the  Catholic  and  Nationalist  people  of 
|  Ireland  to  !  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
Irish  people  hate  your  modes  of  govern- 
ing their  country  ? 

Well,  Sir,  school  inspectors  have 
strongly  recommended  the  use  of  bi- 
lingual    systems    in    several    rjaxts,    oi 
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Ireland.  The  Bishops  of  Ireland  have 
recommended  it.  Cardinal  Logue,  the 
head  of  the  Irish  Episcopacy,  is  a  mis- 
sionary in  the  work.  Over  200  school 
managers — representing  over  a  thousand 
schools — Protestants  as  well  as  Catholics, 
have  petitioned  the  fossils  in  favour 
of  it.  Public  bodies,  such  as  poor  law 
guardians,  county  councils,  district  coun- 
cils galore,  have  passed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  it.  In  fact,  Sir,  practically 
the  whole  of  Ireland  is  most  earnestly 
in  favour  of  the  bilingual  system; 
and  I  suppose  it  is  because  they  are  in 
favour  of  it  that  the  Commissioners  are 
against  it.  Such  is  the  way  we  are  governed 
in  Ireland. 

I  am  now,  Sir,  going  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee what,  I  suppose,  I  should  have 
told  it  in  the  beginning  of  my  observa- 
tions :  that  we  have  still  in  Ireland  a  large 
number  of  people  who  speak  only  the 
Irish  language,  and  still  a  larger  number 
who  speak  both  languages — Irish  and 
English.  Along  the  coast  from  Donegal, 
round  west  to  Waterford,  there  are  at 
least  30  per  cent,  of  the  people  speaking 
the  Gaelic  tongue.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
table  showing  the  population  in  1891 — 
the  last  census — of  eleven  counties,  Clare, 
Cork,  Donegal,  Gal  way,  Kerry,  Limerick, 
Mayo,  Roscommon,  Sligo,  Tipperary,  and 
Waterford.  The  total  population  in  these 
eleven  counties  in  1891  was  2,004,193,  or 
nearly  half  the  population  of  the  whole 
of  Ireland.  The  number  of  Irish  speakers 
as  given  in  the  census  list  was  638,821, 
so  that  the  percentage  of  persons  speak- 
ing Irish  in  1891  was  32.  The  total 
number  of  children  in  the  primary 
schools  at  that  time  was  308,269,  and 
32  per  cent,  of  that  number  would  give 
95,734  children  as  speaking  the  Irish 
language  in  1891.  That  is  under  the 
estimate,  because  a  great  many  of  them 
will  not  admit  that  tney  speak  Irish.  In 
many  of  these  counties  Irish  is  the  home 
language — that  is,  the  children  never  hear 
a  word  of  English  spoken  except  while 
they  are  in  school.  I  know  this  to  be  a  fact, 
for  throughout  the  whole  of  Connemara, 
my  own  constituency,  the  people  invari- 
ably talk  to  each  other  in  Irish.  Is  it  not 
monstrous  to  think  that  these  children 
are  handicapped  in  life  by  this  stupid 
unilingual  system,  which  not  only  leaves 
the  children  uneducated,  but  positively 
works  mental  and  moral  destruction 
upon  them?  I  daresay  the  superior 
Englishman      will      only     see     another 

Mr.  aMalley. 


\  sentimental  Irish  grievance  in  this. 
;  Be  it  so.  Your  attitude  will  only  add 
:  another  link  to  that  Ions  chain  that 
|  binds,  not  England  and  Ireland  in  loving 
;  brotherhood,  but  adds  a  link  to  that 
i  chain  that  binds  the  people  of  Ireland 
|  and  the  people  of  the  Irish  race  in  a  bond 
|  of  hatred  and  ill-will  to  your  infernal 
I  system  and  methods  of  governing  our 
i  country. 

|  The  Chief  Secretary  is  reported  to  have 
;  stated  in  this  House,  four  years  ago— 

I  "  He  could  not  see  that  it  was  desirable  to 
\  artificially  stimulate  the  study  of  Irian.  If 
l  there  was  a  national  desire  to  do  so,  he  would 
i  not  stand  in  the  way  of  it.  There  were,  it  n 
I  true,  districts  in  Ireland  where  the  national 
'  language  was  the  language  of  the  people,  and 
|  where  that  was  the  case  it  was  probably  true 
;  that  the  best  way  to  teach  the  children  was 
:  to  teach  them  in  the  language  that  they 
j  naturally  spoke." 

These  were  his  words,  and  I  thank 
j  the  Chief  Secretary  for  having  uttered 
!  them.  I  hope  he  will  see  the  necessity 
\  of  pushing  these  sentiments  into  effect 

What  has  he  done  to  satisfy  the  national 

demand  1  Does  he  want  further  evidence 
!  before  he  is  satisfied  that  there 
;  is  a  national  demand  ?  The  Irish 
1  Members  to  a  man  support  this 
,  claim.  But  of  course  they  do  not  count 
:  Does   Cardinal  Logue  count?      Do  the 

Bishops  of  Ireland  count  ?  What  of  the 
;  200  managers  that  memoralised  the  Com- 
;  missioners  ?    Do  they  not  count  1    What 

of  the  public  bodies  ?  Do  they  count  1  I 
'  will  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  some- 
i  thing  that  may  perhaps  count — that 
;  certainly  should  count.     I  have  here  a 

resolution  from  the  Central  Executive  of 

the  National  Teachers1  Association,  and 
i  with  the  permission  of  the  House  I  will 

read  it — 

i 

!  "  That  as  practical  educationist*  we  heartily 
endorse  the  statement  made  by  Dr.  Starkie, 
the  Resident  Commissioner  of  National  Ednca- 
tion,  in  his  speech  at  Glasnevin  on  the  19th 
February  last,  that  the  National  Board  was 
guilty  of  a  disastrous  blunder  in  thrusting 
upon  a  Gaelic-speaking  race  a  system  of 
education  produced  after  a  foreign  model  and 

.  utterly  alien  to  their  sympathies  and  ante- 
cedents. In  order,  therefore,  that  tardy 
justice  might  be  done  to  tens  of  thousands  of 
children  in  the  Irish -speaking  districts,  we 
hereby  demand  that  in  all  places  where  Irish 
is  the  home  language  pupils  shall  be  taught  to 
read  and  write  Irish  from  their  first  entrance 
into  school,"  etc. 

I  will  quote  one  other  authority.     At  the 
National  Teachers' Congress,  recently  held, 
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tile  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed — 

"  That  we  cordially  recommend  all  National 
'teachers  to  use  their  opportunities  on  behalf 
<of  the  preservation  of  the  Irish  language. 
Being  an  important  aid  to  a  proper  elementary 
education  throughout  the  country,  and  its  use 
in  instruction  being  recommended  to  teachers 
by  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
we  deeply  regret  the  want  of  provision  for 
4he  instruction  of  teachers,  and  request 
the  Commissioners  and  the  managers 
of  the  training  colleges  to  have  pro-  i 
feasors  of  Irish  in  those  colleges.  That 
while  not  desiring  to  reduce  the  extent 
of  the  programme  for  a  certificate  of  com- 
petency to  teach  Irish,  we  believe  that  in  the 
matter  of  text-books  the  programme  could  be 
considerably  improved.  We  are  also  strongly 
of  opinion  that  the  programme  for  pupils 
should  be  so  altsred  as  to  extend  over  live 
▼ears,  be  more  suitably  graduated,  and  be 
need  as  much  as  possible  from  unpractical 
matter.  That  in  all  places  where  Irish  is  the 
home  language,  the  pupils  shall  he  taught  to 
read  and  write  Irish  from  their  first  entrance 
into  the  school,"  etc. 

I  shall  trouble  the  Committee  with  one 
more  quotation.  Father  O'Leary,  the 
parish  priest  of  Castlelyons,  co.  Cork, 
writing  in  the  Freeman's  Journal  of  last 
Tuesday,  in  reply  to  Lord  Russell  of  Kill- 
owen,  who  unfortunately  is  one  of  the 
very  few  educated  Irishmen  who  do  not 
see  eye  to  eye  with  us  in  this  matter. 
Father  O'Leary  puts  the  case  admirably, 
and  I  shall  only  quote  a  few  hues  from  his 
argument  proving  the  evil  results  from 
the  unilingual  system.  Father  O'Leary 
says — 

"  I  will  ask  his  Lordship  to  accompany  me 
in  spirit  while  we  pay  a  visit  to  a  '  National 
•School'  situated  in  one  of  the  Irish-speaking 
•districts  of  this  country.  There  stands  the 
teacher.  He  never  speaks  a  single  word  of 
Irish  to  any  of  his  pupils.  Look  at  the  faces 
of  the  children,  especially  those  whose  home 
speech  is  Irish  unmixed.  They  are  like 
French  children  who  never  spoke  a  word  of 
English,  placed  in  an  English  school,  and  for- 
bidden to  speak  a  single  word  of  French. 
There  is  a  fixed,  dull,  closed-up  expression  on 
their  faces.  Examine  them  in  their  lessons. 
They  repeat  syllables  of  words,  but  you  can 
see  at  once  that  the  words  are  not  for  them  the 
expression  of  ideas.  Ask  the  meaning  of  a 
word.  They  repeat  the  syllables  of  the 
meaning  exactly  as  given  at  the  head  of  the 
lesson,  but  for  them  the  meaning  has  no  mean- 
ing. Ask  for  the  sense  of  a  sentence.  The 
answer  is  dead  silence.  A  parrot  is  not  capable 
of  giving  the  sense  of  phrases  which  he  utters. 
Follow  those  children  home.  Hear  them 
plunge  into  their  native  element.  The  dull, 
fixed  expression  disappears  from  the  face  at 
once.  All  the  varying  beams  of  keen  in- 
telligence shine  forth  at  every  word  and  at 
every  turn  of  expression.  The  following  day 
they  put  on  again  the  mask  of  dulness." 
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If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  if  this 
House  is  not  satisfied  with  the  volume 
of  public  and  enlightened  opinion  which 
I  have  referred  to,  upon  the  necessity  and 
urgency  of  introducing  a  bilingual  sys- 
tem in  certain  districts  in  Ireland,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  this  House  will 
never  be  satisfied  with  any  further  evi- 
dence on  the  matter,  unless,  indeed, 
they  got  some  outward  and  visible  sign 
of  the  indignation  and  disgust  that  will  fill 
the  breasts  of  Irishmen  if  their  reasonable 
and  moderate  claim  is  not  soon  recognised. 
But  I  do  not  despair  that  this  House  here 
to-day  will  mark  its  appreciation  of  our 
just  claim  in  this  language  question.  The 
speech  of  one  moment  from  those  benches 
opposite  would  be  worth  more  than  all 
our  speeches  put  together.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  some  speeohes  from  those 
benches  in  our  favour  to-day.  I  would 
appeal  to  the  Committee  to  listen  to 
us  for  once  while  we  make  our  most 
moderate  claim.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  in  the  last  few  years  of  your  having 
robbed  us  of  two  and  a  half  millions  a 
year  for  many  years.  That  may  have 
been  to  your  material  advantage.  But  in 
robbing  us  of  our  native  language  you 
have  robbed  us  of  that  whish  has  not 
enriched  you,  but  has  made  us  poor 
indeed.  In  conclusion,  I  say,  give  us 
back  our  language.  Revise  your  educa- 
tional systems  in  Ireland,  so  that  our 
children,  in  those  Irish  speaking  districts 
that  I  have  referred  to,  shall  be  enabled, 
as  Welsh  children  are  enabled,  to  acquire 
a  proper  knowledge  of  English,  which  is 
now  more  necessary  than  ever  for  their 
equipment  in  the  battle  of  life.  Do  some- 
thing genuine  and  substantial  to  promote 
and  encourage  the  revival  of  our  Gaelic 
tongue  in  our  primers  and  intermediate 
schools.  It  will  cost  you  little  or  nothing 
to  do  so.  And  if  you  now  respond  to  the 
universal  and  passionate  demand  of  the 
Irish  people  and  of  the  Irish  race, 
although  you  will  be  doing  but  simple 
justice,  you  will  be  going  a  long  way 
towards  making  reparation  for  the  count- 
less wrongs  your  country  has  inflicted 
upon  Ireland.  Sir,  I  move  to  reduce  the 
Vote. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  desire  to  second  the  motion  which  has 
been  made  by  my  hon.  friend  in  the 
admirable  speech  which  he  has  just 
delivered.  I  confess  that  I  regret  that 
there  is  such  a  scanty  attendance  in  the 
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House,  l>ecauso  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
ceive a  subject  which  more  deeply 
interests  the  people  of  Ireland  than  the 
one  which  is  now  under  discussion.  Sir, 
Ireland  takes  a  keen  interest  in  this  ques- 
tion, because  Ireland  believes  that  the 
whole  future  of  the  Irish  race  may  be 
said  to  be  largely  bound  up  with  this 
question.  In  the  whole  history  of  English 
misgovernment  in  Ireland  I  believe 
there  is  no  such  glaring  instance  as  this 
of  flagrant  disregard  of  the  unanimous 
public  opinion  of  the  country  and  of 
obstinate  stupidity  in  a  disastrous  course. 
This  matter  concerns  the  people  of  Ire- 
land vitally,  because  it  concerns  the 
education  of  the  great  mass  of  the  poorer 
children  in  Ireland — that  is.  those  who  will 
be  the  future  Irish  nation.  Now,  Sir,  allow 
me,  without  repeating  any  of  the  argu- 
ments used  by  my  hon.  friend  in  moving 
this  motion,  to  state  in  my  own  words  as 
concisely  as  I  can  what  the  case  is  Ave 
desire  to  present  to  the  House.  Roughly 
speaking,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
some  700,000  Irish-speaking  people  in 
Ireland,  and  it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
some  70,000  Irish  children  attending  the 
National  schools  who  do  not  know  one 
single  syllable  of  English.  Now,  Sir,  for 
these  70,000  children  there  is  no  pro- 
vision whatever. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  \V.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  Do  I  understand  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  there  are  70,000 
children  in  Ireland  at  the  present  time 
who  are  unable  to  speak  a  word  of 
English  1 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  say  it  is 
estimated  that  there  are  70,000  children 
attending  these  National  schools — perhaps 
I  put  it  a  little  too  far  in  saying  that 
they  do  not  know  a  syllable  of  English — 
who  know  little  or  no  English,  and  whoso 
home  language  is  Irish. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  According  to 
the  census  of  1891  the  total  number  of 
Irish-speaking  persons  in  Ireland  was 
only  31,121. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  still  main- 
tain that  the  figures  I  have  given  to 
the  Committee  are  correct.  But,  after  all, 
it  is  a  question  of  degree  ;  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  supposes  that  his  figures 
are  right  and  the  figures  supplied  to  me 
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are  wrong,  how  far  will  that  bring  him  in 
refusing  T    Because  if  it  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  36,000  children,   or  of  30,000 
children,  or  of  20,000  children,  still  the 
case  would  be  a  monstrous  one  if  no  pro- 
vision whatever  is  to  be  made  for  the 
proper  teaching  of  these  children.   But  it 
is  not  merely  that  there   is  no  special 
provision  whatever  for  the  teaching  of 
these   children,    whose    home    language 
is     Irish,    but    there    is     no    provision 
whatever  in  other  districts,  where  Irish  is 
not  so  much  spoken,  to  enable  Irish  to  be 
taught  as  a  remunerated  subject  in  school 
hours.     The  case  which  we  make  is  this : 
that  in  all  places — I  speak  not  now  of 
children  who  cannot    speak   a  word  of 
English — but  in  all  cases,  in  all  districts 
where  the  home  language   is  Irish,  the 
children  from  those  homes  going  into  the 
National  schools  should  be  taught  to  reed 
and  write  their  own  language,  and  should 
be  taught  English  through  the  medium  of 
their  own  language;  and  in  the  second 
place  that  Irish  ought  to  be  taught  in  ill 
schools  of  Ireland  as  a  remunerated  sub- 
ject in  school  hours  wherever  the  circum- 
stances of  the  school,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  managers,  warranted  it.     That  is  the 
demand,  stated  as  concisely  as  I  think 
it  is  possible  to  state  it.     Let  me  ask 
now  who    makes   the    demand.    Sir,  I 
believe  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  t 
demand  made  with  more  complete  unani- 
mity from  the  people  of  Ireland  than  this 
one.     In  the  first  place,  let  me  point  out 
that    the    demand    has     been    formally 
brought    before   the  Board  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  on  a  memorial  from 
the  managers  of  1,200  National  schools  in 
the  Irish-speaking  districts.     It  is  sup- 
ported, as  my  hon.  friend  has  mentioned, 
by  the  declarations  of  the  Irish  bishops. 
I  may  be  allowed   to   repeat  what  the 
Irish    bishops    have    said.     This   is  the 
unanimous     resolution    passed    by    the 
Catholic  bishops  of  Ireland — 

"We  strongly  recommend  that  in  the 
primary  schools*  in  all  Irish-speaking  dis- 
tricts the  instruction  should  he  bilingual, 
English  being  taught  through  the  medium  of 
Irish.  We  also  regard  it  as  most  desirable 
in  the  primary  schools  of  other  districts  that 
the  Irish  language  should  he  taught  to  the  child- 
ren in  the  third  and  the  higher  classes  wherever 
the  managers  of  the  schools  deem  it  advisable, 
and  the  parent-*  make  no  objection." 

And    in   addition   to  the  unanimous  de- 
claration of  all  the  Catholic  bishop-  in 
I  Ireland,    there  arc  members  of  the  Pro- 
!  testant  Episcopacy   who  take  the  same 
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;  and  some  of  them — one  of  whom 
baft  recently  passed  away  (I  mean  the  late 
Dr.   Greaves) — take  a  most    passionate 
interest  in   this  question.     Almost  all 
the  public-elected  boards  in  Ireland  have 
made  similar  expressions.     Corporations, 
eonnty  councils,    district  councils,  town 
commissions,  urban  and  district  councils, 
who  have    spoken — and  many  of  them 
have  spoken  on  the  question — have  given 
expression  to  the  same  view.    There  is 
also     the     unanimous    declaration    laid 
before  the  Board  of  National  Education 
from  the  clerical  managers  of  the  schools 
in  the  province  of  Connaught,  which  is  the 
province  chiefly  concerned  in  this  demand. 
Then  there  is  the  declaration  which  has 
been  alluded  to  by  my  hon.  friend,  made 
by  the  executive  of  the  National  Teachers' 
Association — that  is  to  say,  the  men  who 
are  engaged  in  the    practical    work  of 
teaching  in  the  schools,  and  who.  so  far 
from   raising  any  objection,  desire  that 
this  concesion  should  be  made,  and  that 
Irish  should  be  taught  in  their  schools. 
The    same    demand    comes    from   the 
National    Teachers'  Congress,   held  the 
other  day  in  the  city  of  Derry.      The 
Irish      Members     of     Parliament     are 
unanimous  in  supporting  this  demand.     I 
do   not  know  whether  there  is  any  in- 
dividual Irish  Member  of  Parliament  who 
has     any    objection     to      Irish     being 
taught  in  the  National    schools,  but  I 
have  never  heard  of  one ;  certainly  it  is 
safe    to    say    that     the    overwhelming 
majority  of  Irish  Members  of  all  parties 
in    this   House    take    the    same    view. 
Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  testimony 
that  this  view  is  a  sound  one  has  come 
from  the  ranks  of  the  National  Board 
itself.     Dr.  Starkie  has  been  alluded  to, 
and  my  hon.  friend  has  quoted  some  of 
his  words.     I  am  not  going  back  upon 
them    now,    although    perhaps    I    may 
have    again    to  allude  to  them    before 
I    conclude  ;      but      I      would      point 
out   that  this  demand  comes  from  the 
most    responsible  Commissioner    of    the 
Board  of  National  Education  in  Ireland, 
backing  up  the  unanimous  request  from 
every  public  body  and  every  representa- 
tive of  public  opinion  in  Ireland.     And, 
Sir,  I  can  quote  the  Chief  Secretary  as  a 
friend  to  this  demand.     My  hon.  friend 
quoted    a    declaration   which   the   Chief 
Secretary  made  some  years  ago ;  but  this 
very  session  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion across  the  floor  of  the  House,  made  a 


most  friendly  declaration.  He  did  not 
perhaps  go  the  extreme  length  that  some 
advocates  of  the  Gaelic  revival  in  Ireland 
go,  but  he  made  a  most  sympathetic 
answer,  because  he  said  first  he  fully 
believed  that  where  Irish  was  the 
language  of  the  children  their  education 
could  be  more  fully  carried  out  through 
the  medium  of  their  own  language. 


Mr. 
hear ! 


GERALD    BALFOUR:    Hear, 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  That,  no 
doubt,  refers  to  children  who  come  from 
Irish-speaking  homes.  In  the  second 
place,  the  Chief  Secretary  went  on  to  say — 

"  While  I  could  not  undertake  to  artificially 
stimulate  the  study  of  Irish,  yet  if  there  is  a 
widespread  demand  for  its  teaching  I  would 
!  not  stand  in  the  way." 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  I  am  justified  in 
quoting  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
as  a  friend  to  the  demand  which  is  now 
made.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  conceive  a  demand  more 
influentially  put  forward  and  more  uni- 
versally supported  in  Ireland  than  this 
demand  which  we  put  forward  to-day.  It 
is  supported  by  every  class  of  the  popula- 
tion ;  it  is  supported  by  the  hierarchy 
and  the  clergy  of  not  one,  but,  I  believe, 
of  all  denominations  in  Ireland.  It  is  sup- 
ported by  the  managers  of  the  schools,  by 
the  teachers  of  the  schools,  by  the  elected 
representatives  of  the  people,  whether  in 
this  House  or  in  the  public  boards, 
throughout  the  country,  and  I  think  I  am 
justified,  therefore,  in  my  assertion  that 
no  more  influential  demand  was  ever 
made  in  this  House.  Having  stated  what 
the  demand  is,  and  why  we  are  making 
it,  let  me  consider  whether  the  demand  is 
in  itself  reasonable,  moderate,  and  based 
upon  precedent,  and  whether  it  is  not 
really  one  which,  from  an  Irish  point  of 
view,  should  be  considered  in  the  general 
interest  of  the  country.  Is  it  reasonable  * 
The  present  system  of  teaching  in  the 
Irish-speaking  districts  has  been  proved 
by  bitter  experience  to  be  useless,  and 
that  is  the  explanation  of  the  alarming 
proportion  of  illiterates  which  obtains 
in  many  districts  of  Ireland.  The 
whole  experience  of  this  attempt  to 
teach  English  through  the  medium  of 
English  to  children  who  come  from  Irish- 
speaking  homes  has  been  to  show  that 
these  children,  after  they   leave  school, 
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rapidly  lapse  into  illiteracy.  All  experi- 
ence proves  that  the  bilingual  system  of 
education  for  such  districts  is  the  best.  I 
am  loth  to  trouble  the  House,  but  I  would 
like  to  read  one  or  two  sentences  from  a 
very  weighty  memorial  which  has  been 
presented  to  the  National  Board  of  Educa- 
tion from  the  managers  of  1,200  schools. 
That  memorial  has  been  treated  with  the 
scantiest  courtesy,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see 
has  received  no  answer  at  all.  These 
gentlemen,  Protestant  and  Catholic  alike 
included  in  the  h'st  of  the  managers  of 
1,200  schools,  say — 

"  The  children  of  these  districts  come  from 
Irish-speaking  homes,  where  all  the  familiar 
converse  of  life,  and.  still  more,  all  the  higher 
and  more  spiritual  ideas,  are  habitually  ex- 
pressed by  their  parents  and  elders  in  Irish. 
The  first  foundations,  and  the  most  important 
part  of  the  mental  development  of  the  children 
are  thus  naturally  made  in  the  Irish  language. 
We  consider  it  to  be  a  radical  error,  on  the  en- 
trance of  the  children  into  school,  to  completely 
ignore  the  natural  foundations  thus  laid,  and 
to  commence  de  novo  their  education  in  an  un- 
familiar language.  To  ignore  the  utility  of 
Irish  in  teaching  these  children  from  the  oat- 
set,  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  primary  blunder  for 
many  reasons.  It  is  in  itself  an  unnatural 
and  irrational  method  of  education.  It  de- 
liberately puts  on  one  side  all  that  the 
children  may  have  learned  not  alone  of  the 
vocabulary  of  common  life,  but  of  the  finer 
shades  of  thought  and  feeling  which  are  emi- 
nently characteristic  of  the  Irish  language. 
It  also  puts  aside  the  spiritual  traditions  of 
the  Irish  language,  leaving  their  place  to  be 
supplied  by  what  should  only  supplement 
them,  and  could  be  made  to  supplement  them, 
in  Irish  as  well  as,  or  better  than,  in  English — 
namely,  direct  memorised  instructions.  Expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  native  traditional 
taste  for  poetry  and  other  forms  of  literature 
and  for  music  is  taken  away  from  the  people 
along  with  their  native  language.  A  still 
more  grievous  evil  is  that  their  respect  for 
home,  parents,  national  traditions,  and  the 
past  of  their  own  i>eople  is  undermined  by  the 
present  system,  and  thus  the  foundations  of 
the  civic  virtues  of  self-respect  and  self-reliance, 
so  conducive  to  .the  welfare  of  a  people,  are 
shaken  from  the  commencement.  It  often 
happens  under  the  present  system  that  after 
a  number  of  years  at  school  young  people  prac- 
tically lapse  into  illiteracy,  and  forget  how  to 
read  and  write  simple  English.  Even  of  those 
who  may  seem  to  have  profited  more  a  large 
numl>er  have  little  better  than  a  mechanical 
proficiency,  and  from  the  standpoint  of 
material  advancement  are  hardly  to  \te 
distinguished  from  the  class  of  illiterates. 
We  believe  that  these  defects  in  education 
will  be  removed  by  teaching  the  children  to 
read  and  write,  and  utilise  to  its  fullest 
capacity  the  language  in  common  use  among 
the  grown  people  in  these  districts.  This 
belief  is  not  grounded  solely  on  a  priori 
reasons,  but  is  fullv  borne  out  by  the  experi- 
ences ot  primary  education  in  ( Ireat  Britain, 
wiiere  for  some  years  the  Welsh  language  \ia> 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


been  employed  in    education  in  the  way  it 
which  we  seek  to  have  Irish  employed-" 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  apologise  for  reading 
so  lengthy  an  extract,  out  the  sound 
reasonable  argument  contained  in  it  de- 
serves the  serious  attention  oi  all  in- 
terested in  the  education  of  the  young i 
Ireland  For  my  part  I  do  not  know 
what  is  the  answer  to  it.  Dr.  Stirkie, 
Resident  Commissioner  of  National  Bio- 
cation,  has  spoken  much  to  the  am* 
effect.     He  says — 

"The  cause  is   not    far  to  seek  why  the 
National  system  lias  not  had  the  fall  mevnie 
of  success  which  its  friends  would  desire  for  u. 
From    the  first  its    besetting   sin   has  been 
centralisation.    From  the  centre  in  Dublin  the 
National  Hoard,  disregarding  all  difference*  ui 
race  and  creed  and  local  prejudices,  has  im- 
posed on  all  parts  of  the  country  a  rigid  pro- 
gramme, perhaps  ideally  satisfactory,  hot  m 
many  cases  ludicrously  ifl  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  the  backward  districts  of  Ireland,  and  to  tbe 
capacities  of  the  pupils.     As  an  illustration  oi 
my  meaning  I  may  refer  to  the  treataaent 
accorded  to  what  seventy  yean  ago  was  really 
the  national  tongue.      Without   committia; 
myself  to  the  extravagances  of  some  of  the 
enthusiasts  of  the  Gaelic  League,  I  fancy  few 
practical  educationalists  will  deny  that  the 
National  lioard  were  guilty  of  a  duaatnmt 
blunder  in  thrusting  upon  a  Gaelic-speaking 
race  a  system  of  education  produced  after  a 
foreign  model  and  utterly  alien  to  their  sym- 
pathies and    antecedents.     Such  an  attempt  " 
was  unsound,  both  philosophically  and  practi- 
cally.    Neglecting  the  principle  of  continuity 
which  pervades  all  human    things,  it  dure- 
j  garded  the  home  training  and  associations  of 
I  the  children,  and  thus  rending  in  twain  the 
I  nascent  intelligence,  rendered  all  real  deveJop- 
,  ment  impossible.     True  education  is  a  nfininj: 
I  and  developing  of  the  whole  intellectual  life 
I  and  character,  and  I  think  there  can  be  little 
I  doubt  that  the  Board  were  guilty  of  narrow 
j  pedantry  in  neglecting  as  worthless  the  whole 
I  previous  spiritual  life  of  the  pupil,  and  the 
multitude  of  associations,   imaginations,  and 
|  sentiments  that  formed  the   content  of  bit 
I  consciousness.      The  consequences  of  such  a 
|  system    are    inevitable.       To    this   unhappy 
'  blunder  may  be  attributed  the  want  of  initia- 
tive and  inde[»endence,  and  distaste  of  know- 
ledge, which  so  hampers  the  industrial  derekm- 
:  ment   of    Ireland — qualities  so  alien   to  the 
i  quick  sympathies  and  alert  intelligence  which 
!  are    the  most  salient    characteristics  of  oar 
race." 

,  I  saw  yesterday  in  The  Times  a  most 
>  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Edmund 
1  Gosse,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  Irish 
i  language  in  this  way — 

1  "  Irish  has  been  in  literary  use  for  centuries 
1  which  has  held  the  thought*  of  generations  of 
great  men,  which  has  preserved  a  poetry  of 
singular  mystery  and  tenderness.  Whether 
1  we  read  Irish  or  not  -for  my  part  I  am  with 
1  the  Saxon  majority— that  tongue  has  been  for 
\e^i\l\\T\e^\v\\\\\\vs%*i\i\i\i\,^x\RfeV^  oDoanageof 
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th  literature.    The  language  of  Ireland 

n    blossoming  there    unseen,    like  a 

in  garden  of  roses,  and,  whenever    the 

has  blown  from  the  West,  our  English 

has  felt  the  vague  perfume  of  it." 

interesting  to  know  that  even  the 

»  vehement  opponents  of  the  study  of 

Irish,  such  as  Dr.   Atkinson  and  others 


that  English  is  to  be  taught  bilingually. 
Special  provision  is  also  made  for  the 
training  of  the  teachers  in  Welsh,  and  in 
their  examinations  they  are  obliged  to  be 
able  to  read  Welsh  and  recite  Welsh 
poetry.  Under  the  head  of  history,  the 
teachers    must    show    a   knowledge   not 


Kke  him,  still  admit  that  children  coming    ?nly    of    English    history,   but    of    the 


from  where  Irish  is  the  familiar  language 
ought  to  be  taught  English  through  the 
medium  of  Irish.  Dr.  Atkinson  went 
before  the  Commission  as  the  great 
opponent  of  the  Gaelic  revival,  and  yet 
lie  used  these  words — 

"  These  children  should  lie  taught  Irish,  and 
they  would  learn  it  with  very  great  advantage 
because  they  speak  it  from  their  childhood 
.  .  .  If  they  spoke  it,  then  it  would  be 
right  to  teach  them  in  their  own  mother 
tongue.  It  is  wrong  to  children  not  to  teach 
them  in  their  mother  tongue  ...  If  they 
know  Irish  better  than  English  coming  into 
the  school,  let?  their  education  be  Irish.  If  the 
child  thinks  in  the  Irish  language,  let  him  be 
taught  in  the  Irish  language.'7 

Surely  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that 
the  demand  which  is  made  is  in  itself  a 
reasonable  one,  and  that  it  has  the  sup- 
port of  the  most  eminent  educational 
authorities  in  Ireland.  Let  me  ask  for  a 
moment  whether  the  demand  is  without 
precedent.  We  are  not  asking  for  any- 
thing strange,  extravagant,  or  unheard  of. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  asking  for  that 


history  of  Wales  prior  to  the  imion  with 
England;  a,nd  further,  submit  to  a  test 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
Wales  generally.  I  want  to  know  why 
all  this  should  be  given  to  Wales  and 
denied  to  Ireland.  All  that  we  ask  is 
that  the  bilingual  system  of  teaching 
should  be  set  up  in  Irish-speaking  dis- 
tricts where  the  children  come  from>&iah- 
speaking  homes,  and  that  in  other  districts 
Irish  may  be  one  of  the  remunerated 
subjects  taught,  if  the  managers  so  desire 
it,  in  the  school  hours.  The  Scotch  Code 
makes  almost  precisely  the  same  provision. 
In  the  Gaelic-speaking  districts,  that  is,  in 
the  counties  of  Inverness,  Argyll,  Ross 
and  Cromarty,  and  Sutherland,  an  extra 
pupil-teacher  is  allowed  in  respect  of  bi- 
lingual teaching,  and  provision  is  made 
also  for  the  teaching  of  Gaelic  in  the 
training  colleges.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
demand,  put  forward  as  this  has  been,  and 
supported  by  fcll  classes  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  proves  to  be  reasonable  and  based 
on  the  precedents  of  Scotland  and  Wales, 


and  that  the  contemptuous  re j  ection  of  that 
which  is  to-day  possessed  by  Whales,  and  I  demand  by  this  nominated,  irresponsible, 
not  more  than  is  possessed  by  the  Highlands  j  and   intensely   anti-national   Board   :~   ~ 


of  Scotland.  I  want  to  know  by  what 
constitutional  theory  can  this  demand, 
put  forward  by  practically  every  class  and 
creed  in  Ireland,  and  proved  to  be  reason- 
able in  the  opinion  of  skilled  education- 
alists, is  to  be  refused,  and  why  an 
irresponsible  body  of  men  nominated  by 
the  Crown,  or  a  majority  of  them,  is  to 
insist  in  excluding  this  Irish  language 
from  our  schools  in  spite  of  the  universal 
desire  of  the  people  of  Ireland  1  What 
we  ask  for  to-day  is  less  than  exists  in 
Wales.  In  the  Welsh  Code  for  1900,  it 
is  set  forth  that  the  Welsh  language  is 
one  of  the  subjects  which  may  be  taken 
up  if  it  suits  the  circumstances  of  the 
schools,  and  the  managers  approve. 
Then,  in  the  standard  of  examinations  on 
elementary  subjects  there  is  dictation 
from  Cymric  reading-books.  In  Welsh 
translations  from  English,  the  written 
examination  may  be  in  both  English  and 
Welsh,  and  there  is  history  reading  both 
fn  Welsh  and  English.     Further,  I  find 


most  monstrous  thing,  which  the  House 
of  Commons  ought  not  to  tolerate  for  one 
instant.  There  is  another,  aspect  of  the 
question  which  appeals  to  us  Irishmen, 
however  it  may  appeal  to  English  Mem- 
bers. At  this  moment — and  there  is  no 
use  of  the  Chief  Secretary  underrating 
the  feeling  of  the  Irish — an  intense  and 
passionate  movement  exists  in  favour  of 
saving  the  remnants  of  the  Irish  tongue 
for  the  Irish  people  of  the  future.  It  is 
natural,  because  to  all  Irishmen,  whatever 
their  class,  or  creed,  or  politics,  who  are 
proud  of  their  country,  of  its  history,  of 
its  traditions,  when  in  the  old  times, 
almost  alone  among  Western  nations, 
Ireland  held  aloft  the  lamp  of  learning 
and  cherished  the  truths  of  religion,  this 
neglect  of  the  ancient  tongue  of  the;- 
forefathers  must  seem  an  unpardonable 
wrong;  and   I  say  in  a  special  way  to 
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all  those  who  love  the  songs  and  stories 
and  folk  lore  of  Ireland,  to  all  those — 

"  Who  love  a  nation's  legends, 
Love  the  ballads  of  a  people, 
That,  like  voices  from  afar  off, 
Speak  in  tones  so  plain  and  childlike, 
Scarcely  can  the  ear  distinguish 
Whether  they  are  sung  or  spoken  " — 

to  all  such  who  treasure  poetry,  the 
romance  and  the  music  of  their  country, 
as  things  which  give  individuality  and 
character  to  their  race,  and  almost  a  soul 
to  their  nation — to  all  such  men,  this 
wanton  attempt  to  destroy  the  Irish 
tongue  must  seem  an  outrage  and  a 
sacrilege.  The  injury  to  Ireland  is  a 
material  and  a  moral  one  at  the  same 
time.  This  system  undoubtedly  dwarfs 
the  intellects  and  stunts  the  minds  of  the 
young  children  of  Ireland,  on  whom  will 
depend  the  future  well-being  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  It  deprives  them 
of  all  knowledge  of  a  glorious  past,  and 
shuts  them  out  from  the  slightest  glimpse 
of  the  poetic  and  romantic  literature,  and 
it  places  upon  them  the  humiliating  badge 
of  inferiority.  This  authority  in  Ireland 
must  not  be  permitted  to  do  this  wrong, 
and  we  are  here  to  appeal  to  every  in- 
dependent Member  of  the  House  to 
aid  in  preventing  this  wrong  being 
perpetrated  in  future.  We  appeal 
in  an  especial  way  to  those  kinsmen  of 
ours  of  the  Celtic  race  who  are  here  from 
Scotland  and  Wales.  We  ask  them  to 
assist  us  in  putting  an  end  to  this  wrong, 
and  in  helping  us  to  do  for  our  country 
what  they  have  succeeded  in  doing  for 
their  own — to  protect  the  ancient  tongue 
of  our  forefathers,  in  which  is  enshrined 
so  much  of  the  glorious  heritage  that  has 
come  down  through  the  centuries  to  Ire- 
land from  her  sages,  her  poets,  her 
scholars,  and  her  statesmen. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That a  sum,  not  exceeding  ,£787,403,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Sendee."  —  (Mr. 
ffMalky.) 

♦Mr.  RENTOUL  (Down,  E.) :  This  is 
in  no  sense,  in  my  opinion,  a  political 
question,  but  one  which  we  may  discuss 
quite  freely,  although  we  may  take  differ- 
ent views  upon  the  subject ;  and  I  must 
say  that  with  the  views  which  have  been 
expressed  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  I  disagree  in  every  particular.  - 
That  being  so,  I  desire  to  put  before  the 
Committee  the  reasons  which  have  led  me 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


to  the  conclusion  at  which  I  have  arrival 
The  hon.    Gentleman  who  moved  this 
motion  said  everything  that  could  pctnbly 
be  said  in  its  favour  from  that  side  of  the 
House,  and,  although  the  seconder  of  the 
motion  made    an     eloquent   and   mut 
powerful    speech,      he     did     not  add 
much,    if    anything,    to    the   arguments 
already    urged     by      the  hon.   Gentle- 
man whom  he    supported.    The  merer 
of  the  motion  made    an  attack  on  the 
books  used  in  the  schools  of  Ireland,  and 
in  that  respect  I  entirely  disagree  with 
him.     I  have  studied   those  hooks  as  a 
boy,  and  have  since  compared  them  with 
the  books  used  in  English  schools,  and  I 
have  come  to  the  deliberate  conclusion 
that  there  are  no  books  anywhere  which 
are  better  than  those  used  by  the  National 
School  Board    of    Ireland.      There  an 
several  of  the  Irish  school  books  which 
could  not  possibly  be  beaten  for  the  par- 
poses  for  which  they  are  designed.    JBut 
the  question  before  the  Committee  is  the 
question  of  the  Irish  language,  and  I  only 
refer  in  passing  to  the  books,  and  I  say 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  agree  with 
the  observations  with    regard    to  them 
made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.     Coming  to 
the  Irish  language  itself,  I  think  the  bilin- 
gual system  is  an  excellent  one,  and  to  learn 
two  languages  perfectly  is  far  better  than 
to  learn  half  a  dozen  imperfectly.     For  a 
man  to  be  able  to  speak  two  languages  is 
a  very  great  advantage ;  it  broadens  his 
mind,  and    enables   him   to   enlarge  his 
j  knowledge  and  acquire    other    subjects. 
j  But  are  two  languages,  properly  learned, 
j  possible    for    the    poor    people    of   any 
country  1    Are  there  any  countries  where 
the  working  classes  learn  two  languages ! 
A  Voice  from  the  Irish  benches :  Yes— 
iVales.]     In  many  parts  of  Wales  it  is 
true  that  Welsh  is  spoken  as  the  mother 
tongue,  and  the  people  as  they  grow  up 
acquire    English;    but    take    France  or 
Germany,     or     any    other     Continental 
country.      Are  the  poor  people  of  those 
countries  able  to  speak  two  languages? 
Does  such  a  thing  exist  anywhere  ? 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Yes,  in  half 
a  dozen  places. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  X.) :  What 
about  Antwerp  1 

♦Mr.  RENTOUL :  I  should  certainly 
like  to  see  that  assertion  proved,  and 
Antwerp    does    not    prove    it.       Those 


«»3 


Supply — Cioil 


{^0  July  1900} 


Service  Estimates. 


694 


yAo  have  lived  among  Continental 
Bfttions  will  admit  they  have  never  come 
across  anything  of  the  sort.  You  may  go 
through  the  city  of  Paris,  or  Berlin,  or 
other  Continental  cities  from  end  to  end 
before  you  find  two  mechanics  who  have 
really  learned  more  than  one  language,  and 
it  u  not  for  us  in  this  House  to  make 
statements  which  are  not  borne  out  by 
the  facts.  [Interruption  from  the  Irish 
benches.]  Hon.  Gentlemen  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  prove  the  statement  they 
make ;  but  surely  it  is  only  fair  that  a 
man  should  be  allowed  to  express  his 
opinions  with  regard  to  the  teaching  of  a 
language,  even  if  they  do  not  coincide 
with  those  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  for  the 
working  people  of  any  country  to  learn 
two  languages,  and  I  have  not  come  across 
any  who  have.  They  have  neither  the 
time  nor  the  inclination.  But  supposing 
it  were  possible  for  two  languages  to 
be  taught,  would  it  be  wise  for  the 
Irish  people  to  make  the  ancient  language 
of  their  country  the  second  one  1  Do  the 
Irish  people  who  send  their  children  to 
expensive  schools  in  Ireland  make  the 
Irish  language  one  of  the  languages  to  be 
taught  to  their  children?  They  have 
them  taught  French  or  German,  but  do 
they  have  them  taught  the  Irish  language? 
And  is  it  wise  to  try  to  encourage  the 
lower  classes  in  a  study  of  a  language 
which  the  higher  classes  themselves  have 
not  learned  and  do  not  teach  their  child- 
ren? If  it  were  possible  to  learn  any 
number  of  languages  one  would  be  very 
glad  to  have  Insh  taught  as  one  of  them  ; 
but  the  time  for  learning  spoken  lan- 
guages is  limited,  and  the  number  of 
languages  one  can  learn  is  limited,  and 
human  intellect  is  limited,  everywhere  ex- 
cept among  Irish  Nationalists.  Now,  speak- 
ing of  this  particular  language,  we  know 
that  men  and  women  of  the  better  classes 
do  not  have  their  children  taught  Irish 
[Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "]  I  ask  what  member 
of  the  Irish  party  in  this  House  is  having 
his  children  taught  Irish  1  I  am  very  far 
from  making  an  attack  upon  the  Irish 
language.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  alluded  to  a  man  who  spoke  of 
Irish  literature  as  disgusting  and  abomi- 
nable. That  is  certainly  the  last  charge 
I  would  make — for  one  reason,  that  I  am 
not  sufficiently  familiar  with  Irish  litera- 
ture to  make  such  an  attack — nor  do  I 
think  that  any  good  is  done  by  making 
an  attack  of  that  sort,  especially  as  all 


Celtic  scholars  admit  that  the  ancient 
Irish  literature  is  much  richer  and  more 
beautiful  than  the  literature  of  any  of  the 
other  five  Celtic  languages.  We  know  that 
i  there  are  historical  documents  in  the 
|  Irish  language  of  the  highest  possible 
'  order,  and  poems  —  epic,  lyric,  and 
didactic — of  unrivalled  beauty  and  mar- 
vellous pathos ;  but  there  is  a  difference 
between  teaching  a  language  to  a  whole 
people  and  preserving  the  ancient  docu- 
ments of  that  language.  Is  anyone 
taught  in  Italy  to  speak  the  Latin 
which  was  spoken  in  ancient  Rome  1 
Yet  it  is  not  as  a  dead  language,  but  as  a 
living  one,  that  hon.  Gentlemen  wish  Irish 
to  be  taught.  The  mover  of  the  motion 
spoke,  in  reference  to  the  teaching 
of  the  Irish  language,  of  its  value.  If 
he  refers  to  its  value  to  philologists,  no 
one  disagrees  with  him  ;  but  if  he  refers 
to  its  practical  value,  then  I  assert  that  it 
has  hardly  any  value.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  practical  value  of  a  language 
depends  entirely  upon  the  number  of 
people  who  speak  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Then  Chinese  should 
be  the  most  valuable  language  in  the 
world. 

♦Mr.  RENTOUL  :  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  answer  the  hon.  Gentleman  upon  that 
point.  Only  somo  two  years  ago  a  move- 
ment was  started  by  many  leading  men  in 
London  to  try  and  get  Chinese  taught  even 
in  preference  to  French  or  Gorman,  because 
of  its  greater  commmercial  value.  Of 
course,  if  a  language  is  only  to  be  learned 
for  mere  sentimental  reasons,  and  not  for 
reasons  of  travel,  trade,  or  other  practical 
purposes,  we  can  well  understand  that  a 
language  which  is  spoken  at  the  top  of  a 
mountain  in  Russia  by  about  150  people 
altogether  would  'be  the  most  valuable  of 
languages,  because  it  is  one  of  the  rarest 
and  most  peculiar.  Speaking  of  European 
languages,  would  any  man  wish  liis 
children  to  be  taught  Portuguese  in  prefer- 
ence to  French  or  Italian  or  Spanish  ?  And 
yet  Portuguese  is  an  excellent  language. 
Is  not  the  feeling  of  all  men  who  have  to 
do  with  the  study  of  modern  languages 
to  go  in  this  direction  when  they  say  that 
the  more  a  language  is  what  they  call  a 
world  speech  or  umgangsprache  language, 
the  more  is  that  language  one  that  ought 
to  be  learned  1  Discussion  is  often  carried 
on  as  to  whether  German  or  French  is 
the    more    valuable    language — that    is, 
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which    affects    the     larger     number    of  j  that  being  the  language  of  the  prtyen 
people  1    If   a   man     is     to    have    only    and  ecclesiastical  documents  of  the  Church 
one     language,     I      think     it    is    clear  |  of  the  large  majority  of  the  people  of 
to     everyone    that    the    most    valuable  j  Ireland.     The  first  question  to  settle  i*, 
language  he  can  have  is  English,  and  next  ■  what  is  the  purpose  for  which  you  desire 
to   that  is  French,   because  French  will  .  the  second  language  ?    Is  it  for  sentiment 
serve   you  in  a  greater  number  of   the  |  or  for  practical  purposes  1     If  it  is  for 
countries     of     the     world     than     any  j  sentiment,  can  Ireland    in   her   present 
other  language  except  English.     Except  j  commercial  and  financial  position  afford 
for    sentimental    reasons    it    would     be  |  to  sacrifice  practical  utility  to  sentiment! 
absolutely  valueless  to  teach  the  Celtic  j  If  the   second    language  is    wanted  for 
language  in   Ireland.      The  value  of    a  i  practical  purposes,  then  comes  the  ques- 
language  depends  not  merely  on  the  use  i  tion,  what  do  other  nations  do  which  nave 
you  can  make  of  it    not  in  your  own  j  an  ancient  language  still  lingering  among 
country,  but  of  the  use  you  can  make  of  j  a  few  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
it  when    you   leave  your  own   country.  |  and  yet  have  as  the  real  language  of  the 
[Laughter.]  I  must  say  that  I  fail  entirely  |  people  some  imported  tongue  ?    What  do 
to  see  what  is  in  the  minds  of  hon.  Mem-  i  practical  and  prosperous  peoples  do  in  such 
bers.     If  I  were  going  to  travel  I  would  i  circumstances  ?     Take  the  case  of  the  Bel- 
certainly  very  much  prefer  that  my  own  ;  gians.     Their  ancient  language  is  Flemish. 
language  was  English  rather  than  Portu- '  They  do  not  teach  French  through  Flemish, 
guese.      Portuguese    may    be    a    better  I  they  do  not  teach  Flemish  at  the  expense 
language  from  the  grammarian's  point  of  |  of  French.  I  had  an  opportunity,  when  in 
view  than  English,  but  it  would  not  serve  j  Belgium  not  long  ago,  of  hearing  a  number 
me   one-twentieth    as  much   as    English  i  of    classes    examined,    and    I   was    told 
would  do.     If  a  language  is  to  serve  the  !  that  there  is  a  desire  there  on  the  part 
purpose  tor  which  it  was  intended— namely,  |  of  educationists  to  relegate  the  Flemish 
that  men  may  convey  their  ideas  to  the  j  language   to    the    category    of    ancient 
men     whom     they     meet —  necessarily,  |  history,  and  to  make  the  French  language 
the  greater  the  number  of  people   who    the  speech  to  be  used  in  the  country.  \Ve 
speak   a   language  the  more  the  value  of    know  that  the  Belgians  are,  perhaps,  the 
that  language    to    men    who    are   going    most  practical   people    in    the  whole  of 
about  the  world   and  doing  the  business    Europe.      We  are  told  that  there  are  no 
of  the  world.     The  mover  of  the  motion    people  so   successful  according  to   their 
spoke  of  the  value  of  the  Irish  language.  |  numbers,  or  who  make  so  good  a  use  of 
But  what  real  value  has  it  ?      If  he  wants    life's  opportunities  generally.    That  is  the 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  learn  a  Continental    experience  of  highly  practical  men  in  con- 
language  lie  will  recollect  how  much  they    nection  withan  extremely  energetic  people, 
would   be  handicapped   from   the  entire    and  the  example  of  the  Belgians  is  very  much 
absence   of   books   for  teaching  French,    in    point  when    Irishmen  are  discussing 
German,  or  Italian,  or   any  Continental    this   question    not  from   a  political  but 
language   through    the   medium   of    the  |  from  a  purely  practical  point  of  view,  as 
Irish  language.     It  has  been   argued — I  !  showing  what  is  best   for    the   country 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  referred  to    in     its     practical     interests.       If     Irish 
in  this  debate — as  one   strong  reason  in    were    spoken    as    much    as   English   in 
favour  of  teaching  the  Celtic  language  that    America,  Australia,  and   other  countries 
the  Jews,  who  are  passionately  attached  ■  where  Irishmen  go,  I   should    certainly 
to   their    own    religion   and  nationality,    think  then   there   was   something  to  be 
teach    the    Hebrew  language  as   well   as    said  for  making  Irish  the  language  of  the 
the  language   of  the   country   in    which    country.      I   do   not  suppose  Irish  is  a 
they  are  placed.  That  is  easily  explained,    worse  language  from  any  point  of  view, 
They   never  teach   colloquial  or  cursive    but  I  look  at  this  question  from  the  prac- 
Hebraic.      They   teach   the  language  of  !  tical  side,  and  we  cannot  get  over  the  fact 
their  prayers   and  of  ecclesiastical  docu- ,  that  Irish  is   not  spoken  elsewhere.     A 
merits,    but     they   do   not    teach     their    good  deal  has  been  said  about  the  advan- 
children  colloquial  Hebrew  as  they  teach  :  tage  of  teaching  English  as  far  as  possible 
them  French  or  German.     So  that  if  any  |  through    Irish    to   the    pupils   in   Irish 
argument  is  to  be  drawn  from  what  the  |  schools.  I  may  be  in  an  extreme  minority 
Jews  do,  it  would  prove  that  the  Irish  !  in  this  matter — I  fancy  that  the   Chief 
people  should  teach  their  children  Latin,  \  Secretary  is   probably   against   me — but 
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that  would  not  be  my  aim.  If  I  were 
to-morrow  going  to  learn  a  foreign 
language  I  should  prefer  to  be  taught 
that  language  through  itself,  and  to  make 
what  effort  1  could  to  understand  it.  I 
believe  I  would  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of 
that  language  quicker  in  that  way.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal  seems  to 
be  highly  amused  by  that  statement,  but 
after  all,  a  great  many  Members  of  the 
House*  have  done  exactly  what  I  have 
mid.  Numerous  Members  of  the 
House  have  gone  to  foreign  countries 
without  knowing  the  language  at 
alL  They  did  not  go  to  lodge 
with  an  English  family  to  learn  French, 
or  German  Decause  they  were  English- 
speaking  people.  No  ;  they  plunged  into 
ft  foreign  house  altogether,  and  picked  up 
the  language  as  well  as  they  could,  that 
being  the  quickest  way  in  which  the 
language  could  be  acquired,  so  that  by 
only  teaching  English  through  Irish  in 
the  schools  in  Ireland  you  would  not 
adopt  the  quickest  mode  of  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  English.  The  people  of 
Ireland,  as  regards  their  relation  to  the 
Irish  language,  are  of  three  classes  :  first, 
those  who  do  not  know  Irish,  which 
is  nine-tenths  of  the  people  ;  second,  those 
who  know  and  speak  both  English  and 
Irish ;  and  thirdly,  some  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  who  know  only  Irish.  The 
first  class  had  better  leave  Irish  alone ; 
the  second  class  had  better  cultivate  the 
English,  and  the  third  class  had  better 
learn  English  by  mixing  with  English- 
speaking  people.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  made  what 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 
statement.  He  said  that  the  teaching  of 
the  Irish  language  would  bind  the  Irish 
abroad  more  closely  to  the  Irish  at  home. 
No  doubt  he  believed  that  was  an  argu- 
ment, but  I  could  not  for  the  life  of  me 
see  how  it  could  possibly  affect  that  ques 
tion.  For  example,  the  Irish  people  who 
are  scattered  abroad  in  America  and 
Australia  do  not  knpw  the  Irish  language. 
How  the  teaching  of  Irish  as  their  mother 
tongue  to  the  people  of  Ireland  could  draw 
them  closer  to  the  Irish  people  in  America 
who  do  not  know  that  lariguage,  and  never 
desire  or  try  to  learn  it,  I  fail  entirely  to 
understand.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  me  the 
very  opposite  would  be  the  result.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  very  few  people  in  Ireland 
speak  Irish  alone.  Very  few  indeed 
are  dependent  on  the  Celtic  language, 
and      very     few     of      the     peasantry 


are  proud  that  they  speak  the  two  lan- 
guages. The  tendency  is  rather  the  other 
way — rather  to  deny  that  they  know  the 
Irish  language  than  to  admit  that  they  do 
know  it.  Since  so  few  people  speak  the 
Irish  language  in  Ireland  would  it  not  be 
a  monstrous  thing  to  fetter  the  educa- 
tional energies  of  the  country  by  trying 
to  revive  a  language  which,  if  it  once 
became  the  sole  language,  would  be  of  the 
greatest  disadvantage  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  in  their  intercourse  with  other 
nations  ?  Wales  and  the  Welsh  language 
have  been  referred  to.  But  in  Wales  the 
Welsh  language  is  spoken  by  the  bulk  of 
the  people.  Almost  every  Welsh  Mem- 
ber addresses  his  constituents  in  Welsh. 
What  Irish  Member  addresses  his  con- 
stituents in  Irish  1  In  Wales  it  is  simply 
the  question  of  keeping  alive  a  living  lan- 
guage, which  the  bulk  of  the  people  and 
nearly  all  the  educated  classes  can  speak 
and  read  ;  but  in  Ireland  it  is  the  question 
of  reviving  a  language  that  is  practically 
dead.  You  might  as  well  try  to  make 
Latin  the  spoken  and  living  language  of 
Italy  along  with  Italian.  This  idea  of 
reviving  the  Irish  language  is  an  idle 
dream.  Scholars  may  explore  the  trea- 
sure-houses of  its  literature,  but  it  never 
can  and  never  ought  to  be  the  language  of 
the  whole  people.  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen 
is  always  a  useful  man  to  quote  on  your 
side,  but  he  is  not  useful  to  quote  on  the 
other  side.  In  this  particular  instance, 
as  he  is  so  strongly  on  my  side,  I  may 
refer  to  a  statement  he  made  lately  which 
has  been  published  in  all  the  papers. 
Speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  Gaelic 
League  he  said  the  attempt  to  revive  the 
Irish  language  was  foolish  from  every 
possible  point  of  view.  My  hon.  friend 
asked — Is  not  this  demand  reasonable  T 
I  say,  No,  it  is  not.  That  is  the  point 
on  which  we  differ  at  the  very  start. 
There  are  many  demands  which  the  Irish 
people  could  make  with  regard  to 
education  with  which  I  might  not 
be  able  to  agree,  and  yet  I  would 
not  say  they  were  unreasonable. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a  demand 
that  will  ever  be  entertained  by  the 
Government.  It  may  be  discussed  on 
antiquarian  grounds  in  the  House,  but  it 
is  not  one  that  will  ever  be  carried  into 
force.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  bad 
thing  for  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
gentleman  who  opened  this  debate  said 
that  some  of  us  opposed  the  Irish 
language      because     we     thought     that 
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if  the  Irish  people  were  to  learn  the 
Irish  language  Rome  would  have  more 
power  over  them.  I  cannot  see  how 
for  that  reason  Rome  could  have  more 
power  over  them,  seeing  that  Rome  does 
not  know  Irish.  If  Irish  were  the  lan- 
guage of  Rome  I  could  understand  it.  We 
are  not  discussing  a  question  of  religion, 
but  a  question  of  language  on  its  own 
merits,  no  matter  how  it  might  bear  on 
.any  particular  cause.  It  seems  to  me 
that  one  of  the  best  possible  tests  of 
sincerity  in  this  matter  is  to  ask, 
what  do  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  do  in 
the  case  of  their  own  families  ?  What 
•does  an  educated,  enlightened  Irish 
Nationalist  do  in  regard  to  his  own 
family  ?  That  is  the  test  of  the  whole 
thing.  What  has  been  done  in  his  own 
■education  in  this  matter  ?  The  value  of  a 
foreign  language,  especially  French,  to 
anyone  who  has  the  opportunity  of  going 
Abroad  is  immense,  and  if,  though  it 
-would  not  be  perhaps  practicable,  a  demand 
were  made  by  the  Irish  Nationalists  in 
this  House  for  a  further  sum  in  order 
to  encourage  the  teaching  of  the  French 
language  1  would  be  with  them.  My 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Donegal  knows  the  difficulty  which 
travelling  abroad  involves.  He  knows 
perfectly  well  that  even  his  immense 
knowledge  of  the  Celtic  language  does 
not  serve  in  the  slightest  degree.  He 
knows  very  well  how  one  of  his* countrymen 
— shall  I  say  one  of  his  own  colleagues  1 — 
some  time  ago  wanted  to  leave  his  luggage 
in  the  cloak-room  at  a  railway  station  in 
Italy.  This  gentleman  did  not  know 
Italian ;  he  knew  simply  English  and 
Irish,  and  a  little  Latin  learned  bolely 
in  graveyards.  He  procured  the 
■attendance  of  the  station-master  by  the 
use  of  the  word  generalissimo,  which  he 
saw  signed  to  a  printed  notice,  and  which 
he  took  to  mean  station-master,  and  he 
thought  that  the  intelligent  station-master 
would  be  so  fond  of  the  ancient  language 
of  his  country  that  he  would  understand 
Latin.  The  traveller  on  the  arrival  of  the 
station-master  pointed  to  his  luggage  and 
said  "Requiescat  in  pace,"  and  then,  point- 
ing to  himself,  said  "Resurgam.*'  By  this 
device  ideas  were  exchanged — the  luggage 
was  "  to  rest  in  peace  "  till  the  traveller 
■"  rose  again,''  or,  in  less  poetic  words, 
■"  came  back  to  claim  it."  A  little  Italian 
would  have  been  very  valuable  to 
the  traveller,  but  not  Celtic.  In 
that     case     the     Irishman      knew      the 

Mr.  RentouL 


Celtic    language,     but      not    the   lan- 
guage   of    the    country    he  visited.    I 
would  advise   my  hon.  friends  opposite, 
instead  of  demanding  to   foist  an  im- 
practicable language  on  the  people,  to 
turn   their  attention    to   other   matters 
which  would  do  a  great  deal  more  for  the 
people.     I  would  remind  them  that  cer- 
tain districts  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
referred,   where    the    Irish   language  is 
almost  exclusively  spoken,   are  also  the 
poorest  in  Ireland.     Was  that  in  favour 
of  the  Irish  language  or  against  it  ?  There 
are  a  great  many  districts  in  Donegal 
where  a  great  many  people   speak  the 
language,  but  does  that  save  them  from 
the  poverty  that  exists  in  that  country ! 
I  would  feel  myself  in  a  far  more  happy 
condition  if  I  were  able  to  support  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  in  something  that 
would  be  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
instead  of  having  to  take  part  in  a  debate 
year  after  year  on  an  entirely  worthies* 
and  foolish  demand  by  gentlemen  very 
few  of  whom  understand  or  speak  fire 
sentences  of  the  language   about  which 
they  indulge  in  a  long  and  empty  and 
ludicrous  debate. 


I  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I 
!  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  will  not  object 
|  to  a  Member  from  another  part  of  the 
kingdom  taking  part  in  the  debate  for 
a  few  moments.  The  question  they  have 
raised  is  one  of  very  wide  and  general 
interest  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kins- 
j  dom.  The  question  really  has  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  politics.  It  might 
have  been  a  political  object,  or  had  some 
political  influence  and  importance  sixty 
or  seventy  years  ago.  I  believe  that 
Daniel  O'Connell  used  to  address  large 
mass  meetings  in  Ireland  in  the  Irish 
language,  and  I  rather  think  that  the 
great  gathering  on  the  battlefield  of 
Clontarf  was  to  have  been  so  addressed  ; 
but  we  know  that  now  you  could  not  find 
anybody  speaking  Irish  alone  within  fifty 
miles  of  Clontarf.  I  do  not  think  any 
newspapers  are  published  in  Irish.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  m  There  are  three  news- 
papers.] Are  they  daily  newspapers  f 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  Weekly  news- 
papers. ]  A  wee  kly  newspaper  nowadays  is 
apt  to  be  more  in  the  nature  of  a  magazine. 
There  are  no  daily  newspapers,  and  I 
have  never  heard  of  a  vernacular  press. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  Daily  papers  have 
columns  in  Irish.]  I  am  glad  to  hear  that. 
I  was  not  aware  of  it.  The  vernacular  press 
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has,  at  any  rate,  never  been  supposed  to  be 
in  any  way  a  cause  of  political  agitation. 
The  other  remark  I  want  to  make  is  that 
this  is  not  a  question  of  promoting  the  Irish 
language  at  the  expense  of  the  English. 
I  do  not  understand  that  that  is  for  a 
moment  intended.  The  whole  argument 
oft  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  been  directed  to  that  point, 
and  is  therefore  quite  irrelevant.  I  do 
not  think  the  Chief  Secretary  supposes 
that  it  is  intended  the  teaching  of  Eng- 
lish shall  be  in  any  way  sacrificed  to  the 
teaching  of  Insh,  or  that  anyone  who 
does  not  use  Irish  as  the  home  tongue 
■hall  be  taught  Irish  in  the  schools  unless 
be  desires  to  learn  it.  It  is  not  suggested 
that  anywhere  except  in  the  Irish- 
speaking  districts  should  the  teaching  of 
Irish  become  a  regular  part  of  the  school 
work.  Of  course,  obviously  it  is  for  the 
advantage  of  the  children  that  they 
should  be  able  to  speak  and  read 
and  wTite  English.  English  will  open 
for  them  a  wider  career  in  life  than 
Irish  possibly  could.  I  believe  that  the 
Welsh  Members  think — and  so  far  as 
I  know,  the  Irish  Members  also  think — 
that  English  will  be  positively  better 
taught  and  understood  if  taught  through 
Irish.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  this  ques- 
tion as  a  matter  of  national  sentiment,  or 
what  you  would  call  the  sentimental 
value  of  language.  Personally,  I  am  under 
the  influence  of  that  sentiment.  I  own 
that  it  would  seem  to  me  a  great  mis- 1 
fortune  if  the  ancient  Celtic  languages  ! 
were  altogether  to  disappear.  I  would  ' 
be  sorry  to  see  Irish  disappear  and  j 
should  have  the  same  regret  were  i 
Gaelic  or  Welsh  to  vanish.  I  know  j 
that  in  France  there  is  the  same  wish  not 
to  let  the  ancient  languages  die  out.  There  j 
is  a  desire  to  keep  the  Breton  and  the  j 
Basque,  and  there  has  been  an  important  . 
revival  of  Provencal.  One  of  the  finest , 
poems  France  has  produced  in  the 
last  fifty  year3  is  a  poem,  "Mireio," 
written  in  the  old  Provengal  language. 
Therefore  there  i.s  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  for  keeping  the  old  language.  At 
the  same  time  I  am  bound  to  say  with  all 
respect  to  the  distinguished  Irish  literary 
man  who  wrote  an  interesting  letter  to 
The  Times  a  few  days  ago,  that  I  do  not 
think  there  is  much  prospect  at  this  time 
of  day  of  our  succeeding  in  making  the 
ancient  Celtic  language  a  vehicle  for 
modern  literature.  It  is  a  dangerous 
experiment  to   try   to  turn   an   ancient  i 


classical  language  into  a  modern  one  as 
respects  either  syntax  or  vocabulary.  The 
genius  of  a  modern  people  is  too  different 
from  that  of  the  ancients.  The  experi- 
ment has  been  tried  in  Greece,  and 
modern  Greek  is  not  nearly  so  natural 
and  self-consistent  a  language  since  they 
have  endeavoured  to  make  it  classical 
and  to  bring  in  the  old  classical  forms  of 
expression.  They  would  have  done 
better  to  develop  a  good  modern 
language  out  of  their  Romaic.  How- 
ever, I  shall  not  attempt  to  argue  this 
question  upon  these  sentimental  consider- 
ations, because  although  they  appeal  to 
some  of  us  very  strongly,  and  although  I 
have  the  warmest  sense  of  the  splendour, 
the  brilliance,  and  the  imaginative  power 
of  the  ancient  Irish  literature,  an  imagina- 
tive quality  quite  unique,  and  with  a  wild 
charm  of  the  Western  sea  that  is  all  its 
own ;  still  I  think  these  are  arguments  that 
do  not  appeal  to  everyone  here  ;  and  if  we 
have  got  a  strong  practical  case — as  I  be- 
lieve we  have — for  teaching  the  old  Celtic 
languages,  I  would  rather  argue  it  on  that 
basis  and  put  considerations  which  may 
appeal  to  persons  like  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down.  I  come  to 
the  practical  question,  and  that  is  this  : 
can  anything  be  done — usefully  and 
practically  done — to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  Members  from  Ireland  ?  My  excuse 
for  interfering  in  the  debate  is  that  I  once 
had  some  experience  .on  this  subject.  I 
had,  thirty-four  year?  ago,  the  honour  of 
being  assistant  commissioner  of  a  Royal 
Commission  which  was  to  examine  into  the 
endowed  grammar  schools  of  Wales.1  I 
had  to  make  inquiry  there  as  to  the  best 
way  of  dealing  with  a  large  number  of 
Welsh-speaking  boys  in  order  to  teach 
them  both  English  and  their  own 
language.  The  testimony  was  that 
you  teach  English  better  and  stimulate 
the  general  intelligence  more  if  you  use 
Welsh  as  well  as  English  in  the  teaching, 
and  if  you  teach  Welsh  as  a  cultivated 
language  side  by  side  with  English.  I 
dare  say  some  of  the  Welsh  Members 
present  can  give  in  their  o»vn  experience 
a  better  illustration  of  this  than  I 
can.  However,  the  Welsh  clergymen 
and  schoolmasters  whom  1  consulted 
were  all  agreed  that  the  bilingual 
system  not  only  taught  the  children 
English  better,  but  was  useful  in  other 
respects.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  that 
should  be  s.o,  because  when  you  take  a 
child  and    begin  to  teach  it  another  Ian- 
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sje  in  addition  to  its  own  language  the  I 
child  is  obliged  to  transfer  thought  from  one 
set  of  words  to  another,  and  in  doing  so 
is  obliged  to  get  a  much  more  exact  idea  of 
the  meaning  of  words,  of  the  genius  of  a 
language,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
ference of  thought  than  it  is  possible  to 
get  in  one  language  only.  That  is  what  we 
all  do  in  learning  Latin.  We  are  obliged 
to  turn  our  thoughts  which  we  form  in 
English  into  the  form  which  the  same 
thoughts  would  take  in  a  different  language, 
and  that  is  one  reason  why  I  think  no  kind 
of  instruction  is  more  valuable  than  the 
writing  of  Latin  prose,  and  the  same 
thing  applies  in  the  case  of  English  and 
Irish.  Now  I  come  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Down,  who  asked  why  we  should  begin 
to  teach  children  a  language  which  might 
l)e  of  no  use  to  them.  He  asked  whether 
there  were  any  countries  in  Europe  where 
the  people  speak  two  languages.  Why, 
it  is  hard  to  iind  a  country  in  Europe  in 
which  there  are  not  many  people  using 
two  languages. 

Mr.  RENTOUL  :  I  said  the  mechanics 
and  working  classes. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  There  are  a  great  many 
parts  of  Europe  where  the  working 
classes  speak  two  languages.  In  Belgium  a 
large  number  of  people  of  the  humbler  class 
speak  Flemish  and  French  ;  in  Denmark  a 
large  part  of  the  peasantry  speak  German  as 
well  as  Danish,  and  in  France  many  of  the 
population  speak  two  languages.  In  Ger- 
many there  are  large  districts  where  the 
national  language  of  the  population  is 
Slav,  but  where  many  also  speak  German, 
and  it  is  the  same  all  through  the  Austrian 
Empire.  In  Hungary  and  Croatia  and 
Dalmatia  there  is  a  large  bilingual  popu- 
lation. 


Mr.  G.  W. 

Italian  Alps. 


BALFOUR  :  And  in  the 


Mr.  BRYCE  :  And  as  my  right  hon.  j 
friend   reminds  me,    it  is  the   same   all  I 
through   the  valleys  of  the  western  part  i 
of  the  J  Italian  Alps,  where  both  French 
and  Italian  are  spoken.     The  same  thing 
is  also  true  in  Spain. 

Mr.  RENTOUL  :  And  Yorkshire. 


Castiiian    than    the     Yorkshire    speech 
differs    from     classical     English,    he  is 
much  mistaken.     The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Down  says  he  cannot  see  why  two 
languages  should  be  taught  when  English 
is   the   language  to  be  used.     I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the  proposal 
is  to  teach  English  through  the  medium 
of  the  native  language.      The  question  is 
whether  you  should  not  make  the  best 
possible  use  of    their    native   language. 
The  hon.  Member's  idea  is  that  you  ougnt 
to  teach  English  through  English,  which 
means  that  you  are  to  address  a  child  in 
a  language  which  he  does  not  understand. 
The  truth  is  that  it  is  a  great  piece  of 
good  fortune  in  training   the  minds  of 
children  that  they  should  nave  a  language 
already  which  they  can  use   to  enable 
them  to  compare  the  English,  and  they 
will     not     learn     English      any     more 
slowly  or  any  less  thoroughly  if  they 
are     taught    it    through    Irish    than  if 
that  language  is  neglected.     Irish  ought 
to  be  taught  not  as  a  vernacular,  but  as  a 
literary  language.      You  ought  to  have 
reading  books  in  Irish,  and  the  children 
ought  to  be  accustomed  to  translate  the 
Irish  reading  lx>oks  into  English  and  rice 
versa.     In  the  training  colleges  in  Scotland 
and  in  Wales  special  instruction  is  given 
to  the  teachers  who  are  going  to  teach  in 
the  districts  where  Welsh  or  Gaelic  is 
the  common  tongue  to  enable  them  to  use 
Gaelic  or  Welsh  as  the  vehicle  of  instruc- 
tion.    This  ought  to  be  done  in  Ireland 
also.    I  submit,  therefore,  that  the  demand 
which   the   Irish    Members    make    is   a 
very  reasonable  and   moderate  demand 
As  for  Celtic  philology,  that  is  rather  a 
matter  for  higher  secondary  schools  and 
universities,  but  I  may  point  out  that  the 
larger  t h  e  number  of  people  to  whom  instruc- 
tion is  given  in  Irish,  the  more  prospect 
is  there  that  in  after  life  some  of  them 
will  avail  themselves  of  it  to  study  the 
language  scientifically  ?nd  to  make  use  of 
the  abundant  and  rich   materials  which 
exist  for  the  study  of  ancient  Irish  history 
and  Irish  literature,  materials  which  have 
been  very  sparingly  and  inadequately  used 
so  far.  Many  years  ago  I  happened  to  spend 
a  summer  vacation  in  Ireland,  where  I 
obtained  lessons  in  Irish — lessons  which, 
to  my  regret,  I  have  now  forgotten — from 
the  son   of  an   Irish    peasant  who  had 
developed  a  remarkable  talent  for  philo- 
logy, and  who  at  that  time  promised  to 


Mr.    BRYCE  :   If  the  hon.   Member 
thinks  that  the  language  of  Catalonia  or  i 
Galicia    differs    no    more   from  classical ;  promise  could  be  fulfilled) — one    of    the 

Mr.  Bruce. 


become— (he  died  long  ago,  before  that 
lied)— o  "     " 
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Ablest  philologers  in  the  United  I  Member  for  Waterford  dwells  so  much 
Kingdom.  The  instance  of  that  man  ,  upon  this  question,  involving  the  future 
makes  me  believe  that  if  we  were  to  give  i  of  the  Irish  race,  is  because  he  believes 
the  Irish-speaking  population  a  chance  of  that  the  large  mass  of  the  children  in  Ire- 
studying  Irish  as  a  literary  language  land  speak  the  native  language.  When 
we  might  have  a  much  larger  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  quoted 
number  of  persons  studying  Irish  history  statistics  upon  this  point,  I  interrupted 
and  literature  ;  and  I  think  that  it j  him  in  the  middle  of  his  speeeh,  because 
is  an  object  with  which  everybody  in  this  \  I  thought  the  numbers  which  he  gave  to 
House  who  takes  an  interest  in  history  j  the  Committee  on  this  subject  were  ex- 
pand literature,  whether  he  be  an  Irish-  ( tremely  misleading.  I  have  here  an  ex- 
man  or  not,  will  deeply  sympathise,  j  tract  from  the  Report  of  the  Census  Com- 
I  must  apologise  for  having  detained  !  missioners  of  Ireland.  From  table  155  it 
the  House  so  long,  but  without  will  be  seen  that  in  1881,  64,167  per- 
venturing  to  express  an  opinion  i  sons  were  returned  as  speaking  Irish 
upon  the  precise  rules  which  ought  to  be  '  only,  and  that  in  1891  the  number 
made  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  Mem-  j  so  returned  was  38,121,  or  26,046 
bers,  I  do  think  that  they  have  made  out  a  |  less  than  in  1881  ;  also,  that  in 
<»se  for  a  much  wider  teaching  of  Irish  1881  the  number  of  persons  returned 
then  now  exists,  and  I  would  suggest  to  the  as  able  to  speak  Irish  and  English  was 
Chief  Secretary  that  he  should  go  fully  !  885,765,  and  that  in  1891  it  was  642,053, 
into  the  subject.  I  think  we  are  particu-  j  or  243,712  less  than  in  1881.  It  is  per- 
larly  fortunate  in  having  a  Chief  Secretary  f ectly  clear  that  if  the  number  of  children 
who  is  himself  a  man  of  high  literary  ability  *  affected  by  the  changes  asked  for  is  con- 
and  attainments,  and  who  has,  I  feel  sure,  |  fined  to  Irish-speaking  districts  it  will  not 
every  sympathy  with  the  study  of  Irish  j  be  anything  like  what  the  hon.  Member 
literature.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  |  for  Waterford  appears  to  imagine.  The 
feels  any  doubt  as  to  the  best  way  in  j  problem  is  not,  therefore,  such  a  very  ex- 
which  this  can  be  done,  I  hope  that  he  |  tensive  one,  and  it  must  also  be  remem- 
will  refer  it  for  inquiry  to  those  who  have  j  bered  that  the  numbers  are  diminishing 
practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  either  |  at  a  very  rapid  rate.  What,  then,  is  the 
in  Wales  or  in  Scotland,  who  are  them- !  existing  state  of  affairs  1  Since  1883 
selves  men  of  educational  experience,  i  there  has  been  a  note  in  the  Code  of  the 
and  that  he  will  endeavour  to  induce  the  Irish  Commissioners  which  declares  that 
Commissioners  to  frame  a  scheme  which  I  where  there  are  Irish-speaking  pupils  in 
will  go  far  to  meet  the  complaints  made  j  the  school  a  teacher  acquainted  with  the 
to-day,  and  thus  turn  the  opportunities  '  Irish  language  should,  wherever  practic- 
which  Ireland  offers  in  this  matter  to  far  i  able,  be  employed,  and  that  inspectors  are 
better  account.  at  liberty  to  employ  the  vernacular  if  they 

i  think  it  desirable  to  do  so.     That  note 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUK :  I  find  myself 
in  such  distinct  agreement  with  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  have 
hardly  any  criticism  to  offer  to  his  very 


has  been  in  the  Code  ever  since  1883,  and 
if  it  be  true  that,  notwithstanding  that,  a 
knowledge  of  English  has  not  been  im- 
parted through  the  vernacular,  I  think 


valuable  contribution  to  the  debate,  i  the  managers  must  bear  the  larger  share 
except  in  one  particular.  I  do  not !  of  the  blame.  The  teachers  are  not  ap- 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  i  pointed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  but 
fully  realised  the  nature  and  extent  j  by  the  managers,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
of  the  demand  which  has  been  made,  i  there  is  really  nothing  in  the  old  Code 
The  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  began  ( or  in  the  new  rules  which  have 
his  speech  by  saying  that  the  whole  i  lately  been  issued  to  prevent  the  teaching 
future  of  the  Irish  race  was  bound  up  in  ;  of  English  through  Irish.  The  hon. 
this  question.  I  think  that  statement '  Member  for  Connemara  has  complained 
alone    will    indicate    to  the    right  hon.    of  the    constitution    of    the    Board    of 


Gentleman  that  he  has  somewhat  mini 
mised  what  is  now  being  asked  for.  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
hardly  be  prepared  to  say  that  this  is  a 
question  involving  the  whole  future  of 
tne  Irish  race.     The  reason  why  the  hon. 


Education,  but  if  anyone  looks  at  the  list 
of  names  upon  that  Board  he  will  see 
that  it  includes  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  in  Ireland,  and  for  the 
hon.  Member  for  Connemara  to  say  that 
he  does  not  know  more  than  three  or  four 
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of  them  is  to  argue  himself  unknown.    If 
it  be  true  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
bilingual  teaching,  wo  must  hold  that  if 
there  is  any  difficulty  about  it  it  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  matter  has  not 
been   pressed  at  all  because    the  man- 
agers do  not  care  about  it,  or  because 
they  were  not  able  to  find  teachers  who 
could  speak  Irish.     I  now  come  to  the  ! 
question  of  what  it  is  that  is  being  really  ! 
asked  for.     It  is  very  important  that  we  ; 
should  answer  this  question  very  clearly  : 
and  precisely.     I  think  that  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  threw 
a  certain  ambiguity  over  the  question  as  j 
to  what  the  demand  really  was.     If  I  am  j 
to  judge  from  the  pamphlet  sent  to  me 
by  the  Gaelic  League,  the  demands  which 

are  made  are — 

i 
"(1)  That  in  all  places  where  Irish  is  the  [ 
home  language  pupils  shall  be  taught  to  read  j 
and  write  Irish  from  their  first  entrance  into  j 
the  school,  and  that  a  knowledge  of  English  \ 
and  other  useful  subjects  shall  l>e  imparted  \ 
through  the  medium  of  Irish." 

That  is  the  point  to  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen  ' 
alludes.     The  second  demand  is — 

"That,  in  all  places  where  Irish  is  not 
the  home  language  it  shall  be  lawful  to  teach 
Irish  as  a  remunerated  subject  within  school 
hours,  and  at  the  earliest  stage  at  which 
children  are  capable  of  learning  it.'' 

Now  if  Irish  under  that  Code  was  a  | 
remunerated  subject  it  would  become  a  ; 
compulsory  subject,  and  it  means  that  i 
wherever  the  managers  in  either  an  Eng-  | 
lish  or  an  Irish-speaking  district  think  fit  j 
Irish  might  be  made  a  compulsory  subject. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  keep  these  two 
demands  strictly  apart.  As  regards  the 
first  demand,  which  asks  for  something 
which  now  exists  in  Wales,  I  cannot  see 
any  great  harm  in  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
think  from  the  educational  point  of  view 
we  ought  to  grant  it,  for  I  believe 
it  would  have  good  results.  I  entirely 
agree  with  all  that  has  been  said  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Aberdeen  upon  that  point.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Down  gave  a  very  mis- 
leading analogy  when  he  said  that  when 
anyone  went  abroad  in  order  to  learn  a 
foreign  language  he  was  careful  to  go  into 
a  country  where  only  its  own  language 
was  spoken.  But  a  man  travelling  abroad 
for  this  purpose  is  very  different  from 
poor  ignorant  children  going  to  school. 
So  far,  then,  I  find  myself  quite  in  agree- 
ment with  the  demand  put  forward,  and 
I  believe  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
.lfr.  O.  IF.  Balfour. 


English  itself  that  it  be  taught  through 
Irish.  As  I  have  already  said,  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  anything  in  the  rulei 
of  the  Commissioners,  either  in  the  new 
rules  or  the  old  rules, -which  would  pro- 
elude  this  from  being  done.  In  the  new 
rules  there  is  nothing  of  a  positive 
character  upon  this  subject,  and  if  die 
Commissioners  see  fit  to  propose  a  role  of 
a  more  positive  character  assimilating 
the  rules  in  Irish-speaking  districts  to 
those  in  Welsh  -  speaking  districts  I 
should  not  oppose  it.  But  as  far  at 
I  am  concerned,  I  have  no  actual 
power  in  the  matter  beyond  making 
suggestions,  and  I  cannot  promise  whether 
they  will  accept  my  suggestions  or  not. 
I  may  point  out  that  Irish  is  now,  and 
will  be  in  the  future,  an  extra  subject  taught 
out  of  school  hours,  and  I  think  that  is  a 
very  desirable  thing,  and  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  it  omitted.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  has  spoken  of  a 
strong  national  feeling  in  favour  of  a  re- 
vival of  Irish  in  order  that  it  may  become 
the  national  language  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :   I  did  not 

say  that  at  all. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  thought  the 
hon.  Member's  remarks  tended  in  that 
direction,  but  if  I  am  wrong  I  apologise. 
If  it  is  to  be  suggested  that  Irish  should 
be  a  compulsory  subject,  whether  in 
Irish-speaking  districts  or  not,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  result  would  be  to  re-create 
Irish  as  the  national  language  of  Ireland. 
That  I  believe  to  be  an  impossibility,  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  encourage  it.  Not- 
withstanding the  numerous  resolutions  of 
public  bodies  and  the  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  benches  opposite,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  there  is  not  in  any  private  schools 
a  real  demand  for  the  teaching  of  Irish  as 
a  compulsory  subject.  I  do  not  find 
on  the  part  of  parents  who  send  their 
children  to  secondary  schools  a  demand 
that  Irish  should  be  compulsory.  In  the 
higher  colleges  in  Ireland  is  Irish  a  com- 
pulsory subject?  I  can  find  absolutely 
no  trace  of  anything  of  the  kind.  Take 
the  case  of  Queen's  College,  Galway.  In 
1897-98  there  was  only  one  student 
who  attended  the  lectures  on  Irish ;  in 
1898-99  nobody  attended,  and  no  one 
has  attended  this  session.  The  fact  is 
that  there  is  no  real,  genuine,  spontaneous 
desire  in  Ireland  to  revive  Irish  as  the 
national  language.     I  am  glad  of  this,  for 
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it  would  be  a  retrograde  step,  doomed  to 
failure.  These  remarks  I  merely  make 
by  the  way,  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  important  question,  after  all,  is 
whether  it  is  desirable  that  the  bilingual 
system  should  be  applied  also  to  Ireland. 
Personally  I  have  no  objection  to  bi- 
lingual teaching  in  Gaelic  districts, 
although  I  foresee  great  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  providing  teachers  competent  to 
instruct  in  the  vernacular.  I  do  not 
think,  however,  that  very  much  time 
should  be  spent  upon  teaching  children 
to  write  Irish,  but  I  hold  that  where  Irish 
is  the  home  language  it  would  be  better 
that  instruction  in  that  language  should 
be  given. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin,  Har- 
bour) :  I  do  not  think  that  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  satisfactory. 
Although  he  has  declared  himself  in 
favour  of  the  first  part  of  our  proposal, 
I  may  point  out  that  he  did  not  tell 
us  of  any  means  by  which  his  sym- 
pathy can  be  carried  into  effect.  It  is 
idle  to  throw  upon  the  managers  the 
responsibility  for  not  having  this  bilingual 
system  of  teaching  put  into  force.  The 
whole  scheme  is  devised  upon  lines  which 
render  it  impossible  for  school  managers 
to  get  teachers  who  can  teach  that 
system.  There  is  not  one  word  in  the 
curriculum  to  compel  teachers  to  learn 
Irish,  and  no  reward  is  offered  to  them 
for  doing  so.  The  whole  question  is 
absolutely  ignored  in  the  training  col- 
leges. What  we  want  to  know  is  whether 
the  Commissioners  of  Education  are  going 
to  encourage  the  teachers  to  learn  Irish, 
and  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  Irish  to 
such  pupils  as  may  desire  to  learn  it.  I 
do  not  want  to  make  any  attack  upon  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education,  and 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  attacks  which  have 
been  made  upon  them.  I  believe  the  Com- 
missioners are  being  hampered  by  other 
difficulties,  and  the  reason  why  they  have 
not  a  better  system  is  the  fault  of  the 
Government.  I  know  the  gentleman  who 
presides  over  the  National  Board  would 
never  have  delivered  the  speech  he  did 
upon  the  question  of  teaching  Irish  if  he 
had  not  the  assent  of  his  colleagues,  and  if 
he  had  not  believed  that  his  words  might 
have  some  effect  when  the  rules  were  revised. 
I  do  not  share  the  view  that  there  is  no 
strong  national  demand  in  Ireland  in 
connection  with  this  question.  In  my 
opinion  no  movement  has  made  such  pro- 


gress during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
as  the  teaching  of  the  Irish  language.  I 
remember  when  it  was  a  rare  thing  in  the 
city  of  Dublin  to  hear  a  man  speaking 
Irish;  now  it  is  common  to  hear  men 
conversing  in  Irish,  who  learned  it  either 
by  their  own  industry  or  through  some 
Gaelic  association,  and  without  having 
had  any  particular  assistance  from  any 
educational  source.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman also  referred  to  the  fact  that  no 
attention  seemed  to  be  given  to  the 
teaching  of  Irish  in  the  colleges  in  Ireland. 
But  how  can  Irish  be  taught  in  the 
colleges  if  you  do  not  begin  with  the 
junior  pupils,  in  the  primary  schools? 
Surely  it  is  not  at  college  that  the 
study  of  Irish  should  be  commenced, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  any 
number  will  devote  themselves  to  Irish 
when  no  inducement  of  any  kind  is  held 
out  to  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
throws  the  responsibility  on  the  managers 
of  schools  for  not  having  teachers  who 
can  teach  in  Irish  in  the  Irish-speaking 
districts,  but  I  know  very  well  that 
managers  would  be  extremely  glad  if 
they  were  able  to  get  teachers  who  would 
be  able  to  teach  children  through  the 
medium  of  Irish.  But  they  are  restricted 
to  teachers  trained  under  the  National 
Board.  They  have  no  choice.  The 
moment  a  manager  appoints  a  teacher  not 
classed  by  the  National  Board  the  grant 
to  the  school  ceases.  The  managers  have 
not  a  free  hand,  and  there  is  no  endeavour 
made  by  the  Commissioners  to  prepare 
teachers  in  Irish,  which  is  the  natural 
language  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
people.  I  have  been  in  districts  in  the 
west  of  Kerry  where  you  could  not 
find  half  a  dozen  persons  who  could 
speak  English.  I  have  seen  the 
children  in  the  schools,  and  it  was 
positively  painful  to  hear  them  reading 
pages  of  English  not  one  word  of  which 
they  understood,  and  then  the  moment 
they  found  themselves  in  the  playground 
they  addressed  each  other  in  Irish.  These 
children  could  not  explain  what  they  were 
reading,  and  if  you  addressed  them  in 
English  they  would  not  understand  what 
was  said.  Surely  the  Commissioners 
cannot  contend  that  they  are  carrying 
out  the  trust  placed  in  them  as  long  as 
there  is  a  large  number  of  children  in 
such  a  condition  as  that.  I  would  say 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Down 
was  in  himself  a  deplorable  example  of 
what  the  system  of   national    education 
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can  do  in  Ireland,  for  there  was  neither 
sentiment,  nor  soul,  nor  nationality  in  his 
speech.  He  might  have  belonged  to  any 
nationality  in  the  world.  Education  from 
his  point  of  view  is  education  that  will 
enable  a  person  to  get  on  in  the 
world,  and  which  has  neither  traditions, 
nor  memories,  nor  sentiment,  nor 
soul.  The  hon.  Member  spoke  of 
its  being  a  disadvantage  to  the  children 
to  be  taught  anything  at  all  of  their  own 
natural  language,  and,  according  to  him, 
it  would  be  better  if  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  a  portion  of  the  country  where 
they  could  speak  only  English.  That  is 
not  the  view  of  persons  who  have  studied 
this  question,  and  that  is  not  the  opinion 
of  the  Chief  Secretary.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  sympathetic,  and  we  could 
expect  nothing  more  from  him,  so  far  as 
giving  an  expression  of  opinion,  than  we 
had  from  him  this  evening ;  but  a  mere 
pious  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  National  Board  that  English  may  be 
taught  through  the  medium  of  Irish  will 
have  no  practical  result  unless  an  effort  is 
made  to  provide  that  that  opinion  is 
carried  out.  The  teachers  must  be  pre- 
pared, and  there  must  be  some  induce- 
ment held  out  to  them  to  learn  Irish.  It 
is  not  a  remunerated  subject  now,  and 
the  teacher  is  supposed  to  be  such  an 
enthusiastic  lover  of  the  Irish  lan- 
guage that  when  the  work  for  which 
he  is  paid  is  done,  and  when  his 
duty  to  the  State  and  his  pupils  is  dis- 
charged, he  will  gather  the  pupils  around 
him  and  deliver  his  soul  to  them  in  Irish. 
The  teachers  must  have  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  enthusiasm  and  zeal  if  they 
take  up  this  subject  after  their  ordinary 
work  is  done.  Surely  the  National  Board 
ought  to  be  able  to  devise  some  means  to 
reward  teachers  for  a  knowledge  of  Irish 
in  districts  where  it  is  essential  for  carry- 
ing out  their  work.  Then,  as  to  the  other 
demand,  I  would  inform  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  he  entirely  misapprehends  the 
Edition  if  he  thinks  that  the  Gaelic 
eaguc  or  any  hon.  Member  in  this  House 
has  the  slightest  intention  of  displacing 
English  and  getting  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  speak  Irish  only.  Lunacy  has  not  in- 
creased to  that  extent.  What  we  demand 
is  that  in  districts  where  the  children  hear 
nothing  but  Irish  in  their  homes  they 
should  be  taught  English  through  the 
medium  of  Irish,  and  that  in  addi- 
tion to  teaching  them  English  some 
effort     should    be    made    at    the    same 

Mr.  Hanington. 


time  to  give  them  a  literary  know- 
ledge of  the  Irish  language.  The  Chief 
Secretary  spoke  of  placing  schools  in 
Ireland  in  the  same  position  as  schools  in 
Wales  as  regards  the  national  language. 
He  will  not  do  that  by  a  mere  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  or  by  a  mere  permisare 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  National 
Board,  that  if  teachers  know  Irish, 
and  can  teach  it,  the  Board  have  no 
objection.  We  want  something  more. 
We  want  the  books  in  use  in  the  schools 
in  Irish-speaking  districts  to  be  Irish 
books,  just  as  in  Wales  the  school  boob 
are  in  Welsh.  The  National  Board 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  note 
they  have  placed  in  their  Code  can 
have  no  effect.  Teachers  will  not  de- 
vote their  time  to  teaching  Irish  after 
ordinary  hours  without  pay  or  reward. 
That  is  not  putting  us  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  Wales.  Welsh  is  a  remunerated 
subject  in  Welsh  schools,  And  the  school- 
books  are  printed  in  both  Welsh  and 
English.  Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
place  us  in  that  position,  and  the  whole 
of  our  demand  will  be  conceded. 

Mr.    HERBERT   LEWIS   (Flintshire 

Boroughs) :  Frequent  reference  has  been 
made  in  the  course  of  this  debate  to  Welsh 
experience,  and  perhaps,  therefore,  it  may 
not  be  unbecoming  for  a  Welsh  Member  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  question.  I  would 
venture  to  say  that  all  my  hon.  friends 
from  Wales  heartily  concur  in  the  reason- 
able and  moderate  request  which  has  been 
put  forward  by  the  Irish  Members.  The 
Chief  Secretary  has,  I  think,  exaggerated 
to  some  extent  the  nature  of  the  aemand 
that  has  been  made.  I  will  not  enter  into 
the  question  whether  his  assurancesare  suf- 
ficiently satisfactory  ;  that  is  a  question  for 
the  Irish  Members ;  but  I  am  heartily  dad 
to  hear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
intend  practically  to  apply  to  Ireland  the 
system  that  prevails  in  Wales,  and  that 
should  prevail  in  Ireland  also. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  All  that  the 
Irish  Government  can  do  in  the  matter  is 
to  suggest  the  change  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  to  sanction  it  when  it  is  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  LEWIS :  I  can  only  hope,  then, 
that  the  Commissioners  will  take  the  same 
enlightened  view  of  the  question  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  takes,  and  that  his 
great  influence  will  be  used  to  introduce 
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into  Ireland  a  similar  system  to  that  of  ' 
Wales.     As  far  as  the  Welsh  system  is  ! 
concerned,  we  can  speak  in  the  highest  ] 
terms  of  the  success  that  has  attended  it.  i 
The    Welsh  language  is    an   admirable  ' 
educational  instrument.      The  difference  I 
in  idiom,  construction,  and  forms  of  ex- ! 
nre&sion  are  much  greater  between  the  < 
Welsh     and     English     languages     than  [ 
between  English  and  French  or  German, 
and  it  adds  enormously  to  the  mental , 
culture  of  a  child  to  be  taught  a  language  . 
which    is  as   essentially   different    from  j 
English  as  is  Greek  or  Latin.     The  fact  is  i 
that  modern  European  languages  are  too  i 
much  on  the  same  plan ;  but  when  we  : 
come  to  the  Celtic  languages  the  difference  I 
between  them  and  the  Teutonic  languages  | 
is    so    immense     that     they     improve : 
very     greatly     the     mental      faculties ! 
of    the    children    who   study   them.     I 
might  quote  the  Report  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Education  in  Wales  in  confirma- 
tion of  that  view,  which  states  that  the 
bilingual  training  involved  in  the  parallel 
study  of  two  languages  so  dissimilar  as 
English  and  Welsh  must  be  of  marked 
value   to  the    pupils.     The    right    hon. 
-Gentleman  referred  to  the  fact  that  Irish 
was  not  largely  taught  in  the  colleges  and 
universities  of  Ireland.     I  will  tell  him 
•why.     The  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last 
offered  a  perfectly  adequate  explanation 
<rf  that,     x  ou  do  not  begin  at  the  bottom, 
and  you  cannot  expect  this  kind  of  in- 
struction to  come  from  the    top.     We 
have   Welsh  taught  in  our  elementary 
schools  in  Wales,  and  we  have  it  taught 
now,  not  only  in  the  intermediate  schools, 
but  also  in  the  university.      I  may  men- 
tion also  a  fact  that  may  be  of  interest  to 
hon.  Gentlemen,  that  Welsh  is  even  recog- 
nised in  the  local  examinations  of  Cam- 
bridge University  as  a  specific  subject. 
Looked  at  simply  from  the  point  of  view  of 
its  educational  value,one  could  not  possibly 
find  for  Welsh  children  a  better  vehicle 
of  instruction  than  their  own  tongue,  and 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  process 
should  not  apply  in  every  respect  to  the 
Irish  language.     The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Down  asked  hon.  Members    from 
Ireland  on  this  side  of  the  House  whether 
they  taught  their  own  children  the  Irish 
language.     All  I  can  say  in  regard  to 
that  is  that  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  in 
Wales  the  Welsh  language  was  considered 
.a  rather  unfashionable  and  even  a  vulgar 
language,  and  people  in  the  upper  ranks 
of  society  were  rather  more  ashamed  of  it 

VOL.  LXXXVL   [Fourth  Series.] 


than  otherwise.  What  is  the  case  at 
present  ?  Why,  peers  and  M.P.'s  and 
people  belonging  to  other  ranks  of  society 
take  the  greatest  care  to  have  their 
children  taught  the  language  of  the 
country.  Well  would  it  be  if  that  were 
the  case  in  Ireland  ;  because,  after  all,  the 
language  of  a  country  is  one  of  the 
shortest  ways  to  the  hearts  of  its  people. 
A  few  weeks  ago  I  travelled  in 
Brittany,  and  in  diligence  and  railway 
carriage  I  often  conversed  in  the 
Breton  language  as  far  as  I  could. 
The  Welsh  and  Breton  languages  are 
much  more  similar  than  the  Welsh  and 
Irish  languages,  and  by  conversing  in  the 
Breton  language  I  found  my  way  at  once 
to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Their  faces 
lighted  up  with  interest  and  admiration 
when  they  found  a  foreigner  speaking  a 
language  which  they  supposed  was  their 
own,  but  which  was  the  language  of  a 
country  beyond  the  seas  as  well.  I  saw  in  a 
leading  journal  this  morning  the  following 
statement — 

"To  provide  f->r  the  efficient  teaching  of 
Irish  in  the  Ireland  of  the  present  day  would 
be  to  subsidise  the  study  of  a  dead  language 
under  great  difficulties  and  without  any  of 
the  advantages  of  the  cultivation  of  classical 
literature." 

The  gentlemen  who  write  for  the  news- 
paper from  which  I  have  quoted  are  all 
men  of  great  ability  and  great  culture, 
but  there  was  never  a  greater  mistake 
than  to  say  that  the  Irish  language  is  a 
dead  language.  I  hope  it  is  no  more  a 
dead  language  than  is  Welsh.  Perhaps 
we  in  Wales  have  had  certain  advantages. 
Our  Sunday  schools  have  kept  the  Welsh 
language  alive,  and  at  the  present  time 
a  larger  number  of  people  speak  it 
than  in  any  previous  period  in 
the  history  of  Wales,  and  a  greater 
number  can  speak  it  and  write  it  gram- 
matically than  ever  before.  I  should 
like  to  refer  to  another  statement  in  the 
newspaper  from  which  I  have  already 
quoted.     It  13  as  follows — 

"  Neither  in  Wales  nor  in  Brittany  have  the 
consequences  of  fostering  the  Celtic  dialects 
been  such  as  to  encourage  enlightened  men  to 
labour  for  the  artificial  creation  of  a  similar 
state  of  things  in  Ireland." 

I   will  tell  the  House  how   the    Welsh 

language   was   "fostered"  early  in   this 

century,  and,   I  believe,  also    very  con- 

,  siderably  into    the    latter    half    of    the 

!  century.     It  was  the  custom  in    Wales 
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to  give  what  was  called  a  "  token " — a 
very  heavy  wooden  billet — to  a  boy  who 
spoke  the  Welsh  language  in  a  day  school, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  carry  it  on  his 
back  as  a  token  of  disgrace  until  he  had 
found  some  other  boy  who  had  broken 
into  the  Welsh  language  also,  and  then  it 
was  transferred  to  him.  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  Irish  language  has  been  dis- 
couraged in  similar  and,  perhaps,  more 
cruel  ways  than  that  in  the  past,  but  I 
think  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  state  of 
things  when  the  Philistinism  which  Mathe  w 
Arnold  denounced  so  fiercely  is  passing 
away.  We  have  now  arrived  at  a  more 
enlightened  state,  and  we  now  recognise 
that  the  languages  of  the  smaller  nations 
have  their  part  to  play  in  the  economy  of 
the  world,  and  that  it  is  not  right  to 
trample  them  out  of  existence.  I  think 
the  Irish  child  ought  to  be  taught  to 
respect  the  language  of  his  hearth  and 
home,  and  ought  to  obtain  a  grammatical 
and  literary  knowledge  of  that  language. 
It  is  true  we  have  in  Wales  a  large 
number  of  magnificent  publications  in 
the  Welsh  language,  £200,000  worth 
of  Welsh  books  being  published  every 
year,  and  so  far  as  modern  literature 
is  concerned,  undoubtedly  we  will  not 
yield  the  palm  to  any  branch  of  the 
Celtic  race.  But  in  ancient  literature 
we  must  acknowledge  that  Ireland  is 
richer  than  most  countries,  although  little 
is  known  of  it  at  the  present  time,  and 
even  that  little  is  only  known  to  the 
cultured  few.  I  hope  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  every  Irish  child 
will  be  taught  his  own  language 
in  his  own  elementary  school  and  will  be 
able  to  read  the  classics  of  his  own  land, 
and  then  we  may  see  Irish  scholars  taking 
a  deeper  interest  in  their  own  language 
and  conferring  fresh  honours  on  it.  I 
did  not  intend  to  trespass  so  far  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee,  but  I  must  say 
I  was  to  some  degree  inspired  by  the 
magnificent  peroration  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford.  After  all,  a  language 
is  a  precious  possession  of  a  country.  1 
put  it  to  English  Members,  supposing  the 
English  language  was  in  the  same  position, 
supposing,  instead  of  being  the  language 
of  the  world,  it  was  the  language  only  of 
the  Homo  Counties  ;  does  any  one  sup- 
pose that  they  would  not  cling  to  it, 
although  it  was  only  the  language  of  the 
few,  and  perhaps  of  the  despised  few  ? 
There  are  other  than  mere  material  con- 
siderations.    You  cannot  measure  every - 
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thing  by  a  cash  value,  but  you  can  attach 

even  a  cash  value  to  the  training  of  the 

mind,  and  believing  as  I  do  that  the  study 

of  the  Celtic  language   by  the  children 

i  who  speak  it  in  their  homes  is  a  valuable 

!  method  of  training  the  mind,  I  heartily 

1  support  the  motion. 


Sir    THOMAS    ESMONDE   (Kerry, 
W.) :  We  have  all   listened  with  great 
interest  and  pleasure  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member.     For  Irishmen  it  is  a  great 
thing  to  know  that  there   is  at  all  events 
one  part  of  the  world  in  which  the  Celtic 
tongue  is  so  cherished  and  so  vigorous. 
The  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  about 
the  punishment  inflicted  on   the  Welsh 
children  in  days  gone   by  for  speaking 
their  o  »vn  language  comes  quite  home  to 
us,  because  not  so  long  ago  children  in 
Ireland  who  spoke  Irish  were  immediately 
punished.     The  speech  of  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary was,  on  the  whole,  unsatisfactory. 
I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  its  tone,  and 
I  have  no  intention  of  falling  foul  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  that  score. 
But  his  speech  was  exactly  the  same  sort 
of  speech  to  which  we  have  listened  for 
years.     This  question  of  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Irish  language  has  been  raised 
on  these  benches  as  long  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, and  although  the  present  Chief  Sec- 
retary was  a  little  more  conciliatory  and 
slightly  more  sympathetic  in  his  remark?, 
his    speech    was    exactly    the    same  as 
the    speeches    of     his    predecessors.    It 
leads  to    nothing  of  a   practical   nature. 
The     right     hon.    Gentleman     tells    u* 
he  sympathises  with  us.     We  are  much 
obliged  to   him.     Then  he  tells  us  he  has 
no  power  to  give  practical  effect  to  his 
sympathy  ;  that  he  has  no  power  to  deal 
with  the  Commissioners  or  to  make  any 
change   whatever  in   the   scheme    under 
which  education   in  Ireland   is  adminis- 
tered.    I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  a  very  easy  way  of  giving  effect  to 
his   good   wishes.     All  he  need  do  is  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  making  the  encouragement 
of  the  Irish  language  in  the  Irish  schools 
not  only  permissive  but  compulsory.     If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  bring  in 
such  a  Bill  even  at  the  present  period  of 
the  session,  I  can  promise  him  it  would 
be  passed  in  three  days.     Therefore  theie 
is  no  ground  for  the  attitude  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentlerran  has  taken  up.    The 
right  hon.   Gentleman  laid  some  share  of 
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Uame  for  the  condition  of  the  Irish  lan- 
guage in  Ireland  on  the  attitude  of  the 
managers  of  Irish  schools.  As  far  as  I 
know,  there  is  no  body  of  men  more  anxious 
that  Irish  should  be  properly  taught  in 
the  Irish  schools  than  the  managers.  The 
Irish  hierarchy,  who  I  presume  may  be 
trusted  to  speak  for  the  Irish  managers, 
have  emphatically  pronounced  the  opinion 
that  the  Irish  language  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged. Not  many  days  ago  we  saw 
an  interesting  statement  signed  by  the 
managers  of  National  schools  in  Con- 
naught,  in  which  they  unanimously 
expressed  the  desire  that  the  Irish 
language  should  be  encouraged  in  the 
National  schools,  and  in  my  own  consti- 
tuency the  managers  are  also  unanimously 
in  favour  of  this  movement.  So  far  as 
the  managers  are  concerned,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  find  no  difficulty. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  prevent  the  study  of  the 
Irish  language.  The  great  difficulty,  in 
my  mind,  is  that,  under  the  old  rules,  and 
still  more  under  the  new,  there  is  no 
inducement  given  to  Irish  teachers  to 
teach  the  Irish  language  in  their  schools. 
They  are  supposed  to  teach  it  out  of 
school  hours,  and  they  get  no  remunera- 
tion for  it.  That  is  much  worse  than  no 
system  at  all.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  a  strong  point  when  he  said  that 
educated  people  in  Ireland  do  not 
insist  on  their  children  being  taught  Irish. 
Well,  the  reason  of  that  is  exceedingly 
simple.  There  is  no  opportunity  for 
teaching  children  of  the  upper  classes  in 
Ireland  Irish,  and  no  assistance  is  given 
by  the  Government  for  teaching  Irish  in 
the  lower  schools ;  and  under  the  inter- 
mediate system  the  study  of  Irish  is  not 
encouraged.     The  result  is  that  there  are 

{practically  no  grammars  and  other  books 
or  teaching  Irish.      The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman mentioned,  as  an  instance  of  the 
small  interest  taken  in  the  Irish  language, 
that  there  was  only  one  student  of    Irish 
in  Queen's  College,  Galway.     That  case 
is    an    unfortunate    one,     because    the ! 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  very  ■ 
few  Catholics  in  Ireland  will  send  their 
children    to    be     educated     in    Queen's ! 
Colleges.     The    right    hon.    Gentleman  , 
has  reiterated  his    sympathy   with    this  i 
question,  but  I  hope  he  will  go  further,  | 
and,  instead  of  having  it  brought  up  year  , 
after  year  in  this  extremely  unsatisfactory 
fashion,  that  next  y  ear  he  will  be  in  a 


position  to  introduce  a  measure,  supposing 
the  National  Education  Board  do  not  take 
proper  steps  meanwhile,  to  encourage  the 
study  of  the  Irish  language.  I  have  no 
cause  of  complaint  for  the  very  cautious 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man gave  us  some  of  the  reasons  for  the 
faith  that  is  in  him.  He  told  us  it  was 
monstrous  to  attempt  to  revive  a  dead 
language.  Thank  God,  Irish  is  not  yet 
a  dead  language,  although  at  the  present 
moment  it  is  in  danger  ;  and  that  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers want  some  means  taken  by  which 
it    will     never    become     a    dead     lan- 

giage.  The  point  which  the  right  hon. 
entleman  overlooked,  and  which  is  per- 
sistently overlooked  in  this  House,  is  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  are  determined  that 
the  Irish  language  shall  be  assisted,  and 
as  far  as  possible  revived.  This  is  a 
repetition  of  the  whole  question  of  ninety- 
liine  years  ago,  that  the  people  are  de- 
termined to  be  governed  in  accordance 
with  their  own  wishes.  The  people  of 
Ireland  are  unanimous  in  their  desire  for 
the  revival  of  the  Irish  language,  and  no 
matter  what  arguments,  based  on  so-called 
justice  and  common  sense,  may  be 
brought  against  us,  we  are  determined  to 
maintain  our  position.  I  am  not,  how- 
ever, afraid  to  meet  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  grounds  of  practical  common  sense. 
One  hon.  Gentleman  asked  whether  there 
was  any  country  in  Europe  where  more 
than  one  language  was  spoken  by  working 
men.  There  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  so 
many  countries  in  Europe  where  they 
speak  two  languages,  that  the  difficulty  is 
to  find  a  country  where  only  one  is 
spoken.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  par- 
ticularly unfortunate  in  his  reference  to 
Switzerland,  because  in  most  districts  in 
that  country  two  languages  are  spoken 
by  all  the  people,  and  in  many,  three. 
In  the  neighbouring  country  of  France,  in 
every  single  Department,  two  languages, 
at  least,  are  spoken.  In  fact,  there  are 
more  patois  and  dialects  spoken  in  France 
than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
For  instance,  in  the  South,  Bernaise  and 
French  are  spoken  ;  in  the  West,  Breton 
and  French;  in  the  East,  German  and 
French  in  Alsace-Lorraine ;  in  the  North- 
East,  Walloon  and  French. 


Mr.  ARXOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast,  W.) : 
Are  these  taught  in  the  schools  1 
2  C  2 
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Sik   THOMAS    ES  MONDE:  I  never  |  extensive,  and  not  of  a  practical  nature ; 
was  at  a  school  there,  and  I  cannot  tell ; ,  but  lean  assure  the  right  hon. Gentleman 

but  I  do  not  think  that  the  hon.  Gentle-  !  Tth*fc  ^  ^^e  8Peaks  te.  >^J»de«| 

.  ,  .  ,         ,   ,       ^,    .  «  Ireland.     The  sentiment  which  is  behind 

man  can  say,  of  his  own  knowledge,  that ,  the  GaeHc  Le&g[1^  ftnd   fnm  which  they 

they  are  not.  I  go  to  Belgium,  where  I ;  derive  their  great  influence,  is  spread  all 
have  lived,  and  there  Flemish  is  taught  in  ■  over  the  country,  and  is  daily  increasing 
the  schools  in  tie  same  way  as  French —  ,  in  strength  and  volume.  Their  first  pro- 
the  two  languages  go  on  side  by  side,  j  posal  is  that  there  should  be  the  teaching 
Then  take  the  case  of  Hungary,  which  is  i  °*  th?Irish  language  in  the  Irish-speaking 
peculiarly  interesting,   because  we  Irish 


are  constantly  reminded  that  there  is  so 
much   that  is  generally  characteristic  in 
the   history   of    the   two   countries.     In 
different  parts  of  Hungary  Magyar  and 
German  are  spoken  ;  Magyar   and   Rou- 
manian, Magyar  and    Polish,  Magyar  and 
Russian,  Magyar  and  Czech,  Magyar  and 
Croat,  and  in  every  one  of  these  districts 
they  get  on  extremely  well  with  the  two 
languages.     Ai.other  point  in  connection 
with  Hungary  is  of  extreme  interest,  and 
that  is  that  not  so  very  long  ago,  not  two 
generations  ago,  the   Hungarian  language 
was  forbidden,  and  the  official  language 
of  the  Diet  and  the   courts  of  law  was 
Latin  ;  and  if  any   other   language   was 
spoken  it  was  either  German,  Wallachian, 
or  a  Slav  dialect.     The  Hungarians  fought 
the  kittle  of  their  language  in  the  same 
way  as  they  fought  their  political  battles,  ' 
and  now   all    over   Hungary  Magyar  is 
spoken,  although  seventy  or  eighty  years 
ago   it  was  said  to  be  a  dead  language. 
An  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the    House    talked   of   the   difficulty   of 
reviving  a  dead  language,  but  the  great 
advantage  in  regard  to  Irish  is  that  it  is 
not  a  dead  language.     It  is  spoken  by,  at 
all    events,  half    a  million    of  people   in 
Ireland,     and     there     is     no     difficulty 
whatever  in  preserving  it,  if  the  Govern- 
ment   will    only     give    us    some    small 
assistance.     I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that 
I  cannot  speak  Irish  myself.     I  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  learning  it,  as  I 
do  not  come  from  an  Irish-speaking  dis- 
trict :  but  I  take  a  great  interest  in  this 
question     on     literary,     historical,    and 
national  grounds.     I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  last  of  these  grounds  commends  itself 
to  our  opponents.     But  I  represent  a  con- 
stituency  where   there   is   a    very    large 
Irish -speaking    population,  and  I  should 
be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  them  if  I  did 
not  intervene  in  this  debate  in  liehalf  of 
the  Irish  language.     The  Chief  Secretary 
objects  to  the  programme  laid  before  him 
bv  the  Gaelic  League.     He  savs  it  is  too 


districts.      The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
|  agrees  to  that,  although  he  says  that  he 
has  no  power  to  give  effect  to  it.    Bat  I 
;  hope  he  will  discover  before  next  session 
!  some  way  of  giving  effect  to  it.     The 
■  other  proposal   is  that  Irish  should  he 
made  worthy  of  study  by  the  teachers  in 
the  Irish  schools,  so  that  they  might  be 
;  better  fitted  to  teach  it  to  their  pupils, 
and  that  they  should  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  teaching  it  to  pupils  in  other  thin 
Irish-speaking  districts.        I  regret  th  it 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  adopted 
a  more  sympathetic  attitude  in  regard 
to    that    point.       I    think    it   will   not 
be     necessary,    at     the     prjS3nt   stage, 
that  the  teaching  of  Irish  should  be  nude 
compulsory     in     the     non-Irish-speaking 
districts ;  but  the  people  of  Ireland  have 
a  fair  right  to  claim  that  when  they  wi*h 
their  children  to  learn  Irish  they  should 
get  teachers  qualified  to  instruct" them.  I 
do  not  think  that  is  an  impossible  demand. 
I  would  like  to  reassure  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  this  is  not  a  question  with 
which,  after  all,  the  people  of  Ireland  do 
not  feel  sympathy.     It  is  emphatically  a 
national  question,  and  representatives  of 
every  school  of  politics  and  creeds  hae 
expressed    themselves    in   favour  of  it, 
from  the  hierarchy   down   to   1  wards  of 
guardians.     I   would  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should   consider 
this  matter  seriously,  as  a  question  which 
recommends  itself  to  the  Government  on 
grounds  of  policy,  if  for  no  other  reason. 
It  is  a  question  that  can  very  easily  be 
settled,  and  it   would   be   judicious*  and 
wise  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
do  so.     All  we  ask  is  similarity  of  treat- 
ment with  the  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,   and    that    the    principles   of 
Unionism  should  be  put  in  force.     Before 
the  last  general  election  we  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the   equality  of  treatment  of 


all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  we 
did  not  hear  so  much  alxmt  it  afterwards. 
Another  election  is  approaching,  and  the 
Government  should  give  some  proof  of 
their  desire  to  atF-ml  equality   of  treat- 
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it  in  Ireland  with  that  of  the 
^i  Wales  and  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
luidr  The  people  in  Ireland  will  be  very 
ily  satisfied  on  this  point.  Probably 
there  may  be  some  trouble  in  certain  parts 
of  Ireland,  unless  some  steps  are  taken  to 
meet  the  feelings  of  the  people  in  this 
matter.  At  all  events,  the  feeling  is 
strong  enough  to  make  the  carrying  on 
of  the  National  School  system  a  matter 
of  difficulty,  unless  the 
die  Irish  language 
I  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  how- 
ever,  on  much  higher  grounds  than  that. 
The  government  of  the  British  Empire  is 
committed  to  many  educated  and  intellec- 
tual men,  and  no  higher  duty  can  fall 
upon  them  than  the  encouragement  of  the 
mental  training  and  culture  of  those  over 
whom  they  rule.  Behind  this  question  of 
the  Irish  language  there  remains  that  of 
cultivating  the  minds  of  the  Irish  people 
bv  enabling  them  to  enjoy  the  beauties 
of  their  historic  literature,  their  poetry, 
and  their  native  traditions.  On  these 
high,  and  perhaps  ideal,  grounds  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  support  the 
teaching  of  the  Irish  language.  I  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
English  Government  has  in  other 
countries  done  very  much  to  encourage 
and  preserve  native  languages.  In  New 
Zealand  the  Maori  language  would  have 
died  out  long  ago  had  it  not  l>een  for  the 


people  resistance  is  based  either  on  the  ground 
that  the  demand  will  cost  money,  or  that 
the  result  will  have  some  effect  on  the 
Act  of  Union.  Now,  Nationalists  in  Ire- 
land, or  most  of  them,  can  already  speak 
English,  and  they  detest  the  system  of 
English  government  quite  heartily  enough 
already,  so  that  it  cannot  be  suggested 
that  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
or  acquaintance  with  the  abuse  which  is 
teaching  of  j  cast  on  the  name  and  fame  of  Ireland,  on 
is  conceded.  \  its  literature  and  its  religion,  has  in 
any  way  increased  the  attachment  of 
Irishmen  to  the  system  of  government 
established  in  that  country.  Conse- 
quently it  is  absurd  to  suggest  that  any 
further  culture  or  extension  of  the  know- 
ledge of  Irish  would  in  any  way  militate 
against  the  continuance  of  the  existence 
of  that  system.  So  that  we  may  dismiss 
from  our  minds  the  idea  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  receive  any  help  for  their 
case  from  the  fact  that  the  Irish  speak 
English.  Indeed  I  can  conceive  that  if 
we  only  used  the  Irish  language  our 
detestatioTi  of  the  English  would  never 
have  been  half  so  great  as  it  is,  because 
we  could  never  have  understood  what 
was  said.  I  take  as  an  instance  of  the 
reason  which  exists  for  our  detestation 
the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  East 
Down.  As  I  understood  him  he  put  his 
case  altogether  on  the  fact  that  English 
action  of  the  representatives  of  the  British  j  is  a  practical  language,  and  that  what  we 
Government,  who  had  books  published  in  '  have  to  do  with  is  the  practical  affairs  of 
the  Maori  language,  and  the  Maoris  were  j  this  life  ;  and  in  hard  and  bitter  language 


taught  to  read  and  write  in  their  own 
tongue.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
language  of  Samoa,  and  many  other  places 
which,  either  permanently  or  temporarily, 
have  been  brought  under  the  British 
Government.  Surely  if  it  was  worth 
while  to  preserve  the  language  and  litera- 
ture of  the  Maoris  it  is  much  more  worth 
while    to    preserve    the     language    and 


he  complained  that  we  and  our  teachers 
encouraged  nothing  but  sentiment.  I  am 
always  glad  to  get  information,  and 
I  bow  before  the  pundit  opposite ;  but, 
if  there  is  a  great  deal  of  practical 
advantage  to  be  got  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  English  language,  and  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  so  much  better 
equipped  in  that  m  respect  than  our  poor 


literature  of  Ireland.  I  would  remind  ,  selves,  why  should  he  not  turn  his  great 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  once  again  that  |  genius  to  some  better  account  than  look- 
this  is  a  most  important  question,  that  \  ing  for  an  English  County  Court  judge- 
there  is  an  immense  amount  of  popular  ■  ship  1  We  always  find  the  Government 
feeling  for  it,  and  that  it  would  be  wise  '  putting  up  on  these  occasions  some  one  to 


for    the   Government 
thing  to  that  feeling. 


to  concede   some- 


Mil.   T.    M.    HEALY :  It   is   a 
that    when     any    question    is 
forward    by    the     Irish     Members 
resisted      by     the  .  Government, 


express  their  real  sentiments  who  is  on 

the  cadge  for  a  job.     The  line  taken  by 

|  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  who  is 

'  used   on   every  occasion   as   the   merest 

rule  :  utensil  of  the  Government,  and  who  is 

j 

brought  I  put  up  as  a  so-called  independent  Member 
and  I  to  express  his  own  opinions,  but  who,  of 
that '  course,  speaks  the  real  sentiments  of  the 
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Government,  is  really  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  say  the  knowledge  of  English  pos- 
sessed  by   Irish    Members    occasionally 
adds  to  our  detestation  of  the  established 
system  of  government  in  Ireland.     Even 
so,  the   fact  that  the   hon.  Gentleman's 
English  is  so  admirable,  is  supported  by 
his   statement   that   nothing    was    more 
valued  by  him  in  his  domestic  home  and 
in.  the  educational  circumstances  of  his 
home,  than    "The  Spelling-book   Super- 
seded."     As   I   thought,    that    was    the 
measure  of  the  Philistinism  of  the  hon. 
and   learned  Member.      As  a  vehicle  of 
knowledge,  of  learning,  and  of  the  higher 
thought,   the  hon.   and   learned   Gentle- 
man recommends  to  all  his  friends  and 
following    the    constant    use    of    "  The  ; 
Spelling  -book    Superseded "  !       He    has  i 
told  us  that  Irish  was  absolutely  unknown  I 
abroad.     I  will  not  go  back  to  the  days  j 
of  the   Comarba,  who  made    the    Irish  i 
tongue   familiar    from    Norway    in    the  : 
North  to  the  Mediterranean  in  the  South,  j 
There  are  names  in  Norway  of  churches  ; 
called  after  Irish  saints ;  and  Irish  saints  i 
are   venerated  in  every  little  hamlet  in 
Germany,    France,    and    Italy.       I   will  ! 
not  go  back  to  these  ancient  days,   but ! 
1    will  come    to   a    later    period    when  ; 
French     generals     and     the      Emperor  \ 
Napoleon  found  no  difficulty  but    great ' 
value   in   using  a  few  words  of  the  Irish  , 
language,    especially    when    they     were  ; 
backed  up  by  the  bayonets  of  the  Con- ' 
naught   Rangers.      No   doubt   the    Irish 
language  was  necessary  in  South  Africa 
when  the  Irish  Fusiliers  sprang  to  their 
heroic    deeds.     At    all    events,    we    are  ■ 
living  in  the  year  in  which  we  have  been 
graciously  permitted,  both  for  ourselves 
and   our   soldiers,    by  Her   Majesty   the 
Queen  to  wear   the   shamrock ;    and  we  i 
have  been  favoured  in  the  same  year  by  ; 
the  gracious  visit  of  Her  Majesty  to  Ire-  ' 
land.     That  has  not  cost  the  English  a  , 
single  halfpenny  ;  and  in  a  similar  eco- 
nomic frame  of  mind  it  would  not  have  ■ 
added  the  burden  of  one  sixpence  to  the  ' 
Educational  Estimates  of  this  country  if 
the   demand  now   asked  for  from  these 
Irish  Benches  had  been  granted.     I  think 
I  have  demonstrated  two  facts — first,  that 
the  knowledge  of  English  does  not  increase 
the   love  of  English  Government  in  Ire- 
land ;  and,  second,  that  the  teaching  of 
Irish  to  the  children  of  Ireland  would  not 
add     to    the    expense    of     the    English 
Government.     There   is   no   expense    at- 
Mr.  T.  M.  Heaht. 


tached  to  that  demand.     How,  therefore, 
can  you  on  that  ground  resist  a  proposal 
put  forward  in  the  name  of  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  of  Ireland  1  Suppos- 
ing the  Government  were  dealing  with 
an  island  in  the  southern  seas  which  they 
were  anxious  to  retain,  and  they  found 
the  entire  people  of  that  island  had  put 
forward  an   humble  demand    that  they 
should  he  allowed   to  use   their  tongue, 
which  was  in  sympathy  with  the  religion 
and  sentiment  of  the  country,  would  any- 
one say  it  would  not  be  wise  on  the  pan 
of  the  Home  Government  to  consent  and 
tolerate  it  ?     Take     Jersey,    where  the 
French    language     is    still     spoken    in 
all  it3     native  purity,    and    where    the 
French     language     is     taught     in    the 
schools   at    the  expense     of    the    local 
rates.     Would    it      not     be    considered 
madness    if    the    Government  which  is 
established  there  adopted  the  same  atti- 
tude towards  the  people  of  the  Channel 
Islands  as  that  which   is   taken  up  by 
certain  persons  here  ?     I  think  that  atti- 
tude is  especially  injurious  upon  the  part 
of  those  who  come  from  districts  which 
would  not  be   affected   by  this  demand. 
Why    should   they   raise   any  objection 
with  regard  to  us  ?     They  say  it  is  for 
our  good,  and  that  we  should  be  wasting 
our  time.     Surely  if  we  want  to  waste 
our  time  it  is  no  affair  of  theirs.     We  do 
not  take  any  money  out  of  their  pockets. 
We  leave  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
"  Spelling-book  Superseded.       Why  they 
should  desire  that  the  bishops  of  Ireland 
should  be  flouted,  or  that  the  people  of 
Connemara,  Donegal,  or  Kerry  should  be 
deprived    of     the    knowledge    of    their 
ancient   tongue,  I  leave   to  the  wisdom 
of  greater  men  than  I.     I  was  in  Donegal 
i  some  little  time  ago,  and  I  heard  children 
;  reading  English,  and  they  could  read  it 
perfectly  ;   but  when  I  asked  them  the 
meaning  of   the  commonest  words  they 
did  not  understand   them — they  did  not 
even    understand     the    "  Spelling  -  book 
Superseded,"    and    the   British    Govern- 
ment,    forsooth,    maintains  that  system 
of  education  as  if  it   was  in  some  way 
appropriate    to   bolster   up   the    Act   of 
Union.      But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief    Secretary  said — and  I  think 
it  was  somewhat  mean  for  a  man  of  his 
talents — "  We  throw  no  obstable  in  the 
,  way."     Quite  so  ;  but  what  does  he  do  I 
,  He  further  says,  "  it  is  not  any  fault  of 
ours  at  all ;  it  is  the  fault  of  the  school 
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managers."  The  managers  do  not  pick  out 
whom  they  choose  to  teach  the  children. 
Thia  was  the  system  which  the  Catholics  es- 
tablished for  themselves.  They  established 
Catholic  colleges  for  the  training  of 
teachers,  and  the  Protestants  have  done 
the  same  thins  ;  and  then  the  true  instinct 
<£  the  Presbyterians,  which  is  to  pay 
nothing  if  it  can  be  avoided,  was  dis- 
covered, and  it  is  they  who  are  really 
running  the  whole  show.  The  training 
•college    for  teachers  in  Dublin  at  the 

rent  moment  is  the  training  college 
the  Presbyterians.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  having  established  that  system, 
•and  having  provided  that  the  teachers 
shall  have  no  training  in  Irish,  and  shall 
not  have  the  means  of  getting  hold  of  it, 
and  as  the  school  manager  must  take  one 
«*f  these  men  who  are  called  "  classed," 
says,  "  You  can  get  whom  you  like."  It 
is  nonsense ;  we  demand  something  more. 
It  is  something  to  bewail  in  any  country 
that  one  should  not  know  the  meaning  of 
the  names  of  the  rivers  and  town  lands 
and  common  things  which  affect  the  life 
And  history  of  the  country,  more  espe- 
cially when  in  many  places — and  not  only 
places,  but  personal  names — the  easier 
and  shorter  names  have  been  changed 
And  demoralised  into  what  they  now  are. 
May  I  ask  this  of  the  bread-and-butter 
test  Gentlemen:  do  you  not  teach  * 
Anglo-Saxon  in  one  of  your  colleges  ?  I 
understand  that  there  is  in  one  even  a 
chair  for  Sanscrit,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  anybody  now  asks  for  tea  and  sugar 
in  Sanscrit.  That,  I  understand,  is  the  new 
test,  but  I  wish  to  put  it  on  a  higher 
level  than  a  question  of  a  tea  and  sugar 
policy.  It  is  a  portion  of  the  national 
life  of  the  country,  and  it  is  a  loss  by  the 
people  of  Irish  music  through  the  loss  of 
their  native  language.  Irish  music  has 
perished  among  the  Irish  people  because 
it  was  set  to  Irish  songs,  which  were 
sung  at  the  fireside,  and  when  the  lan- 
guage of  the  land  passed  away  there  were 
no  English  words  set  to  this  music.  We 
know  a  great  deal  about  Irish  music,  but 
supposing  Moore  had  not  written  three- 
fourths  of  the  songs,  Irish  music  would 
have  disappeared.  Does  the  Government 
owe  Ireland  no  compensation  for  having 
destroyed  her  music,  her  monasteries,  and 
her  woollen  manufactures  ]  I  do  not 
suggest  it  even  as  a  matter  of  sentiment, 
but  as  a  matter  of  right.  We  do  not  ask 
ior  a  costly  thing,  we  do  not  ask  for  an 


additional  bawbee  ;  but  is  it  not  worth 
while  to  placate  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  ?  It  is  not  a  case  which  assails 
the  Nonconformist  conscience  ;  it  is  not 
like  the  great  University  question — there 
is  no  undue  contact  with  Rome.  There 
is  no  going  back  to  what  have  been  called 
the  glorious  days  before  the  Union.  I 
wonder  sometimes  that  the  English 
do  not  feel  that  this  is  their  duty. 
Irish  Members  are  constantly  told  that 
this  is  a  Unionist  Parliament,  and  that 
in  all  things  in  connection  with  local 
affairs  this  Parliament  is  willing  to  give 
them  absolute  satisfaction.  We  do  not 
ask  for  the  time  of  Parliament;  we 
do  not  ask  for  a  Treasury  Bill,  or  any 
other  which  would  occupy  five  minutes 
consideration.  The  whole  thing  could 
be  done  by  a  rule  which  does  not  even 
require  Parliamentary  sanction.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary said — and  this  is  what  makes  the 
British  Government  a  matter  so  hard  to 
explain — that  he  was  not  responsible  ;  it 
was  all  the  National  Board.  What  is  that 
Board  1  In  the  first  place,  in  a  country 
three-fourths  Catholic,  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  requires  that  half  the  members 
should  be  Protestants.  One  would 
imagine  that  the  Government,  having  put 
down  its  hand,  would  say  that  the 
National  Board  should  be  in  consonance 
with  the  complexion  of  the  country ;  but 
they  first  stuff  the  Board  with  half  their 
own  kind,  Protestants,  and  then  they 
bring  in  a  few  weak-kneed  Catholics  as 
stuffing  for  the  others.  There  was  a 
vacancy  upon  the  B^ard,  and,  as  I  said 
yesterday,  there  was  a  scheme  to  fill  that 
vacancy  with  a  judge,  and  they  put  in 
Mr.  Justice  Gibson. 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  That  was  not 
our  doing ;  it  was  the  action  of  the 
National  Board. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Why  does  not 
the  Government  play  the  game  with  the 
cards  upon  the  table  ?  What  is  the  use 
of  making  such  an  observation  as  that  ? 
It  deceives  nobody.  I  repeat  what  I  said 
yesterday,  that  an  Irish  judge  has  quite 
enough  to  do  to  attend  to  his  judicial 
duties,  and  I  respectfully  submit  that  he 
has  no  right  on  a  Board  of  Education. 
He  was  not  put  there  to  see  that  educa- 
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tion  was  properly  conducted,  or  that  the  , 
proper  subjects  were  taught ;  he  was  put ' 
there    as    the    sentinel    of    the    British 
Government    to    prevent    Irish    history 
and  the   Irish  language  being  taught  in 
the  schools,  and  then  the  English  Govern- 
ment, when  they  have  packed  the  jury, 
say  they  arc  not  responsible.    It  is  absurd 
to  suggest  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
can  put  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  in  Ire- 
land the  responsibility  which  belongs  to 
the   British   Government  itself.     Every- 
body knows  that  in  Dublin  Castle,  if  the 
smallest   wish   were   expressed  for  any- 
thing which  a  Government  Department 
wr*nts,  they  would  have  it  the  next  after- 
noon.    How  is  Ireland  managed  ?     A  few 
dinners  at  the  Castle,  a  few  Orders   of 
St.  Patrick,  a  few  knighthoods,  and  a  few 
advances  in  salary.  There  is  not  a  man  in 
Ireland  honestly  attached  to  the  system,  j 
The  landlords  stand  up  for  you  because  of  \ 
their  rents ;  if  they  were  sure  of  their  rents  j 
under  a  Nationalist  Parliament  they  would  j 
join  us  in  a  moment,   especially   if  they  ; 
could  sec  their  way  to  5  per  cent,    extra.  : 
All  the   official  class  are   on  the   make.  ; 
They  are  not  satisfied  with  their  salary,  ; 
they  want  an  advance,  and   when  they  ; 
get  that  they  want  a  pension,  and  when  ■ 
that  is  provided  they  want  promotion  for  ; 
somebody  else.     I  wonder  if  there  is  any  ! 
one  in  the  world  who  despises   the  Irish  ! 
more  than  a  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  ! 
I  would  like  to  see  the  diary   of  an  Irish  ; 
Secretary,  stuffed  with  the  letters  he  has  , 
received,   and   the    applications    for  ad  . 
vances,  baronetcies,  and  promotions,  and 
the  miserable  intrigues  that  are  earned  on  ' 
in  order  to  obtain  these   things,  with  the  . 
great   majority  of  the  Irish    population 
standing  sullenly  aside  and    looking  on 
with  absolute  contempt  and  derision  of  ■ 
the  whole  system.      Docs  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman     say     ho     could     not    have 
Irish    taught  ?      He     could     do     it    by 
telephone.     Call  up  the  Education  Board: 
"  *  Are   you   there,    Education    Depart- 
ment 1 '      *  Yes,   your   honour.'      4  Have 
Irish    taught    in   the   morning.'      *  Yes, 
your  honour,'  "  and  it  is  done.  Why  can  it 
not    be    done  1     Because   it  would  have 
to  go  through  the  whole  list  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen's  appointees,    and    you 
would  find  that  everybody  wants   some- 
thing else.     Independence  of  character  in 
the    official    classes    is   entirely    absent. 
There  is  no  freedom  of  thought,   except 
among   the  poor  class.       The  rich   are 

Mr.  T.  .V.  Hmh. 


either  running  after  invitations  to  dinner 
I  or  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick.  The  right 
\  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  our  view* 
cannot  be  met.  I  want  to  know  the 
reason  why.  You  have  got  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Volunteers  to  uphold  your 
system.  You  have  the  tax-gatherer 
coming  round  to  collect  the  taxes,  and  we 
should  still  be  paying  J£3,000,000  too 
much,  and  for  what  earthly  reason  our 
views  cannot  be  met,  except  the 
bottom  hatred  that  prevails  against 
everything  Irish  in  the  mind* 
of  our  rulers,  I  cannot  see.  But  it 
is  because  you  refuse  to  accord  to 
us  these  small  matters,  which  you  sav  are 
mere  matters  of  sentiment,  but  which  are 
the  just  demands  of  our  country,  that  the 
connection  between  the  two  countries  is, 
and  will  always  continue  to  be,  one  of 
hatred  and  mistrust. 


♦The    VICE-PRESIDENT     of   the 
BOARD  of  AGRICULTURE  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  Co.,  S.): 
I    wish    to    say    a    few    words    in   this 
debate,   because  the   question  on   which 
we    shall    divide    is    one    which  might 
make    a    man     appear     to     be     voting 
against  his   convictions.     I   entirely  as- 
sociate myself  with  the  attitude  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary, 
who  appears  to  mo  to  have  approached 
this  matter  in  the  most  sensible  and  prac- 
tical manner.     I  went  into  these  districts 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  myself  upon 
this  question,  and  my  mind  is  fully  made 
up  upon  it.     I  can  give  the  Committee 
one  curious  instance  of  the   necessity  of 
teaching  in  bilingual  districts  through  the 
medium  of  the  Irish  language.     Some  of 
my  friends  were  anxious  to  introduce  the 
German    system    of   agricultural   credit, 
and    in    these     districts    we     found    it 
absolutely     necessarv      to     teach     that 
system  through  the  trish  language.     We 
had   to   employ   an   Irish  organiser  and 
have  our  leaflets   translated   into  Irish. 
That  is  a  good  practical  illustration  of 
!  the  bilingual  teaching  which  many  of  us 
are  anxious  to  see.     Coming  to  the  ques- 
tion of  what  can  be  done  and  what  is  best 
to  be  done,  what  are  the  facts  that  prompt 
hon.    Members    opposite     to    say    that 
a     minority     of      the      Commissioners 
of      Education      have      overruled     the 
majority  in  the   matter  of  teaching  the 
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Irish  language  ?  I  am  informed  that  the  |  and  can  only  now  be  a  remunerative 
matter  has  never  come  before  the  Com-  \  subject  by  being  an  extra  subject.  I  do 
missioners  at  all  except  in  the  shape  of  I  not  now  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
resolutions  in  identical  terms  from  a  j  House  further,  for  many  hon.  Members  I 
large  number  of  public  bodies.  The  only  ,  know  have  come  over  from  Ireland 
way  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  matter  can  j  especially'  o  debate  this  question,  and 
properly  come  beforo  them  is  through  the  ]  therefore  I  only  say  in  conclusion  that, 
managers,  and  no  manager,  Iaminformed,  i  although  this  debate  has  no  doubt  done 
has  made  any  request  to  the  Commission-  I  good,  1  believe  that  this  question  can  be 
era  upon  the  subject ;  when  they  do  it  will  j  very  much  more  easily  dealt  with  by 
be  quite  time  to  rate  the  Commissioners  I  public  opinion  in  Ireland.  I  believe  the- 
upon  their  inaction.  The  Commissioners,  !  Chief  Secretary  in  the  speech  he  has 
in  the  meantime,  have  adopted  a  new  rule  !  made  will  have  largely  influenced  tha 
that  within  the  limit  of  the  curriculum  '  managers  if  they  are  not  already  con- 
the  managers  shall  arrange  the  pro-  ■  verted  to  that  view. 
gramme  of  their  schools  to  suit  the  needs  j 
of  the  locality  within  which  that  school  is  i 

situated.     That  is  a  very  sensible  endea- 1    *Mr.    SWIFT    MacNEILL    (Donegal, 
vour  to  do  away  with  that  rigidity  of  pro- 


amme  and  over-centralisation  to  which 


S.)  said  he  was  personally  interested  in 
this  question,  as  in  the  county  of  Donegal, 


fte  hon.    Gentleman   *ho    opened    this  |        ^  the  divfa.        of  which  he 
debate  made  reference.  The  obiect  of  this  .     ,  .  .        „^~™ 

rule  is  to  introduce  that  elasticity  into  the    8ented>  there  wero  no  fewer  than  b0>00(> 

S-ogramme  which,  I  take  it,  we  all  desire.  '  Insh-speaking  people.  It  had  frequently 
[any  hon.  Gentlemen  coming  from  those  I  been  said  in  the  House  that  there  was  a 
districts  will  be  aMe  to  say  better  than  j  larger  percentage  of  illiterates  in  South 
I,  but  the  impression  I  gained  in  many  ;  Donegal  than  in  any  other  constituency. 
of  these  districts  was  that  the  people  if  that  wa*  so  it  was  absolutely  due  to  the 
themselves  were  not  strongly  m  favour  .  ^  c  ,  ,.  ,.  ,  ,. :  ,  Ui 
of  Irish  being  taught.  Those  of  us  !  system  of  education  which  did  not  enable 
who  have  travelled  in  America  are  !  Insh-speaking  children  to  be  educated  m 
aware  that  a  large  number  of  emi-  j  the  English  language  through  the  medium 
grants  have  been  prejudiced  owing  to  j  of  the  Irish  language.  He  could  not  help 
their  want  of  familiarity  with  the  English  .  thinking  that  the  English  Government 
language,  and  in  some  districts  it  is  be-  had  by  that  system  perpetuated  as  far  as- 
lieved  that  the  bilingual  system  may  lead  I  they  could  the  brutal  proscription  of 
to  less  teaching  of  the  English  language.  '  language  which  remained  on  the  Statute- 
We  do  not  agree  with  that,  but  that  \  book  from  former  times.  The  habit  of 
is  in  the  mind  of  the  people.  ■  teaching  children  who  could  only  speak 
Another  difficulty  is  that  the  managers  say  ;  Irish  through  the  medium  of  English  was 
they  cannot  get  Irish  teachers.  It  was  sug-  \  so  humorous  that  if  it  were  not  wicked  it 
~ "  ...  m{gnt  we\\  foriIl  part  of  the  travesties  of 


gested  by  an  hon.  Member  opposite  that 
that  difficulty  would  be  easily  overcome  by 
the  training  college.  I  do  not  myself  think 
it  would,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  the 


Mr.  Gilbert.  It  was  a  curious  thing  that 
in  this  district,  which  through  the  opera- 
tions of  the  English  Government  had  been 


English-speaking  teacher  who  had  merely  i  practically  denied  education,  there  were,, 
acquired  a  smattering  of  Irish,  which  is  when  Ireland  had  a  control  of  her  own  in 
all  he  could  acquire  in  a  year,  would  not  educational  matters,  men  who  were  famed 
be  much  use  in  conveying  to  the  minds  throughout  Europe  for  their  scholarship. 
of  children  the  English  tongue  through  They  founded  monasteries  on  the  Con- 
the  medium  of  the  Irish  language.  What  j  tinent  of  Europe,  and  in  England 
we  want  to  abolish  is  the  system  of  people  \  they  founded  Durham  cathedral.  The 
teaching  through  a  language  with  which  !  children  of  Donegal  were  now  denied 
they  themselves  are  not  familiar.  The  learning  through  the  vile  system 
teachers  should  be  Irish  speaking  in  order  °f  thf  ^J*  Government  The  Chief 
.       .    A  ..  r,         ^...1        Secretary     had     been     told    again    and 

to  do  what  we  wish  to  see  done  effectively.  ,  again  Qf  tho  evUg  which  the  sy°gteni  pro. 

An  hon.    Member  had   complained   that  ,  duce(l.     By  a  stroke  of  his  pen  he  could 

completely  alter  the  system.     All  he  had 


Irish   had  ceased  to   be  a  remunerative 
subject ;  it  always  was  an  extra  subject, 


to  do  was  to  say  that  there  should  be  Irish- 
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speaking  teachers,  and  that  English  should 
be  taught  through  the   medium   of   the 
Irish  language.    It  was  a  subterfuge  to  say 
that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  managers  of 
the  schools.     It  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Managers  had  a  most  limited  selection, 
And  the  number  from  whom  they  must 
select  were  not  necessarily  Irish-speaking 
teachers.  He  remembered  that  recently  in 
the  Transvaal  one  of  the  great  grievances 
was  that  the  Uitlatulers  were  not  allowed 
to  address   the   Volkraad   in   their  own  i 
language  ;   but   in    Ireland    the  English  j 
Government  did  not  allow  Irish-speaking  j 
children    to    bo    taught    in    their    own  i 
language.     Could  they  not  do  in  Ireland  | 
exactly  what  they  had  done  in  Wales  ?  | 
What   was   the  great    difficulty   or  dis-  i 
tinguishing  feature  which  precluded  them  ] 
from  giving  to  the  Irish-speaking  people  a  \ 
chance  of  succeeding  in  the  race  of  life  ?  ; 
He   confessed   there  was   nothing   more  i 
melancholy  than  to  see,  as  they  might  in  ! 
some   parts  of   Ireland,  men  and  women  j 
who    could    neither    read    nor    write —  ■ 
splendid    specimens    of      manhood    and  ; 
womanhood.     They   contrasted   with  all : 
their  ignorance  and  illiteracy  most  favour- 
ably with  the  Stock   Exchange  "  bulls "  ' 
and  "  bears,"  who   could  both  read  and 
write.     On  these  grounis  he  hoped  the 
lion.  Gentleman  would  make  a  compre- 
hensive change  in  the  system.     It  could 
not  but  be  said  that  so  long  as  the  system 
lasted  and  children  were  taught  in  school 
in  a  language  different  from  their  own 
vernacular,  they  were  really  proscribing 
the     education    of     an    entire    race    of 
people.       They     were      denying     them 
learning      just     as      they     endeavoured 
in  former  days  to  turn  the  Catholics  to 
Protestantism.      Although  illiteracy  had 
been    truthfully     charged     against    the 
peasants  of  Donegal,  he  felt  that  it  was 
one  of  the  meanest  and  vilest  charges  ever 
uttered,  for  the  illiteracy  had  been  forced 
on   the   people    who  had     not  only   the 
greatest  desire   for  learning,    but  also  a 
natural  capacity  for  it.     What  was  asked 
was    that    all    Irish  -  speaking    children 
should   be    given    teachers    with    whom 
they  could   communicate  and  should  be 
taught    in    their    own    language.       He 
had   placed    the   question    of    the    Irish 
language  on  a  practical  basis,   but  at  the 
same  time  there  were  matters  involved 
which    were   not   of  a    merely   material 
character.     "  Man  doth  not  live  by  bread 
only."     While  these  people  had  been  shut 
Mr.  Stcift  MacXcill 


out  of  all  the  benefits  and  chances  of  pro- 
motion in  life,  there  was  inflicted  on  them 
a  still  more  grievous  calamity — they  were 
shut  out  from  the  intellectual  delights  to 
be  found  in  the  fields  of  knowledge  which 
proper  education  would  confer.  What 
was  asked  would  not  increase  the  expen- 
diture of  the  Government.  He  would 
urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  use 
his  influence  with  the  Commissioners  to 
give  the  people  the  benefits  of  education 
through  the  medium  of  the  Irish 
language.  Of  course,  the  right  hon  Gen- 
tleman dominated  the  Irish  Commis- 
sioners and  they  would  give  the  greatest 
consideration  to  any  advice  he  would 
give.  To  deny  to  the  people  of  the  Irish- 
speaking  districts  teachers  who  under- 
stood the  language  was  to  carry  out  a 
barbarous  penal  system.  They  asked  for 
an  act  of  the  very  purest  justice.  Hw 
own  constituency  in  Donegal  had  been 
proscribed  from  education  long  enough, 
and  he  hoped  the  English  Government 
would  now  grant  the  request  that  wai 
made. 


Major    JAMESON    (Clare,  W.)  said 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  South  Dublin 
had  conveyed  to  the  House  an  absolutdly 
wrong  impression  in  suggesting  that  if 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  lauguage  was  not 
imparted  it  was  the  fault  of  the  managers 
of  the  schools  and  not  of  the  Government. 
Within  the  last  three  years  the  number 
of  marks   at  examinations  for  Irish  had 
been   decreased,    while   the   number   of 
marks  for    Greek   had    been  increased, 
and  this  notwithstanding  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  twitted  them  by  calling  Irish  a 
dead  language.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the    Member    for    South     Dublin 
was   right  in  saying  that  he  had  made 
a  few  friends  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
The   reason   was   that   he  had    won  for 
himself    the    hatred    of    many    of    the 
officials  of  Dublin  Castle,  and  the  hatred 
of  the   community   in  Ireland  who  dis- 
liked everything  that  was   Irish.     That 
was   the  reason  why  they  thought  some- 
thing  more  of  him  on  that  side  of  the 
House.     He  could  quite  understand  the 
position  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Chief  Secretary.      They  looked  forward 
to   the   day  when  the   Chief    Secretary 
should  be  an  Irishman,  but  he  thought 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Secretary  to  learn  Irish.    They 


r33 


Supply — Civil 


{20  July  1900} 


Service  Estimates. 


7:tt 


looked  forward  to  the  day  when  the 
officials  would  have  alone  the  desires  of 
the  Irish  people  at  heart.  They  did  not 
ask  hon.  Members  opposite  to  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  for  one  sixpence ; 
they  merely  asked  to  be  allowed  to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  people  in 
.regard  to  this  matter.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  refused  this  very  small  boon 
he  would  refuse  what  was  the  wish  cer- 
tainly of  three-fourths  of  the  Irish 
people. 


Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.) 
felt  bound,  as  knowing  the  intensity  of 
the  feeling  amongst  bishops,  priests,  and 
people  in  favour  of  the  contention  the 
Irish  Members  were  putting  forward,  to 
.give  some  brief  expression  to  the  views  he 
knew  to  obtain  among  the  people.  The 
most  rev.  Bishop  O'Donnell,  Bishop  of 
Raphoe,  was  an  ecclesiastic  of  high  attain- 
ments and  high  culture,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  most  devoted  friends  and  earnest 
advocates  of  the  principle  being  con- 
tended for  that  evening.  The  priests 
were  men  who  spoke  the  Irish  language, 
hut  there  were  numerous  schools  in  his 
district  taught  according  to  the  system  of 
the  National  Board,  which,  instead  of  ex- 
pediting education,  was  an  obstacle  and 
an  obstruction.  The  most  rapid  way  in 
which  one  could  get  a  language,  and  the 
ideals  represented  by  the  language, 
into  the  minds  of  boys  and  girls  was  to 
explain  them  to  them  in  a  language  they 
understood.  It  was  simply  cruel  to  hold 
young  people  back  from  the  degree  of 
advancement  they  would  gain  in  coming 
.time  if  they  were  rightly  treated.  They 
were  told  the  present  system  was  due  to 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  their  beneficent 
British  rulers  to  give  the  young  people  a 
chance  of  an  early  start  in  life,  to  make 
their  way  in  the  world  when  they  left 
their  native  soil.  If  it  was  the  well 
being  and  advancement  of  the  Irish 
people  that  were  desired  by  the  English 
Government,  that  desire  could  have  been 
shown  in  many  ways,  but  it  had  not  been 
•done.  The  claim  for  a  Catholic  Univer- 
sity might  be  taken  as  a  test.  If  the 
Government  wanted  to  cultivate  the 
flower  of  Irish  intellect,  genius,  and 
scholarship,  they  could  have  acceded  to 
that  fair  and  reasonable  request  of  the  Irish 
people  of  all  creeds  and  classes.  There 
were  no  doubt  a  few  bigots  who  made  a 


little  noise,  beat  drums,  and  pretended  to 
be  much  greater  and  more  powerful  than 
they  really  were.  But  they  were  a  mere 
handful  and  a  small  minority.  They  had, 
however,  succeeded  in  frightening  the 
British  Government,  which  professed  not 
to  be  afraid  of  any  race  or  people.  The 
Government  were  afraid  of  the  Orange 
drum,  which  had  been  beaten  in  Ulster, 
but  why  not  in  this  matter  have  regard 
for  Irish  sentiment?  Why  not  show 
some  sense  of  gratitude  ?  Although  a 
long  story  it  was  a  true  story,  and  not  a 
legend,  that  Irishmen  educated  and  Chris- 
tianised a  great  part  of  England.  In  their 
great  schools  the  Irish  gave  free  education 
and  free  food  to  the  students  who  came 
across  from  England.  In  the  great  city 
of  Armagh  there  existed  one  of  the  great 
Irish  schools  to  which  students  came  from 
England  to  learn  knowledge  and  civilisa- 
tion. What  better  could  Ireland  do  for 
England  than  make  Christians  of  Pagans, 
and  make  ignorant  people  intelligent? 
But  what  reward  did  they  get  1  They 
had  this  national  system,  which  was  not 
carried  out,  devised,  or  designed  according 
to  the  views,  wishes,  or  feelings  of  the 
Irish  people.  It  was  a  foreign  institu- 
tion ;  a  foreign  spirit  ruled  it  from  first 
to  last ;  and  it  was  high  time  the  Irish 
people  rose  in  revolt  against  it.  There 
was  now  a  revolt  in  Ireland  against  this 
cruel  system,  and  it  need  not  be  imagined 
that  it  was  a  little  sentimental  outburst, 
coming  up  like  a  flower,  which  would 
wither  away  again  very  shortly.  It  was 
the  commencement  of  a  great  national 
movement,  and  the  movement  was  grow- 
ing, increasing,  and  strengthening  every 
day.  Young  men  and  women  were  joining 
Gaelic  classes  who  had  never  heard  Irish 
spoken  before,  and  they  were  learning 
the  Gaelic  tongue  with  enthusiasm. 
He  knew  young  people  who  had  never 
heard  Gaelic  spoken  in  their  own  homes, 
but  who  were  now  teaching  Gaelic  classes 
in  Ireland.  That  showed  how  the  move- 
ment was  growing,  and  he  claimed  for  it 
the  fair  play  and  sympathy  of  a  cultured 
and  enlightened  people.  Everybody 
knew  how  it  broadened  a  man's  intel- 
lectual power  to  learn  another  language ; 
if  he  knew  but  one  tongue  he  was 
cabined,  cribbed  and  confined  in  his 
search  after  knowledge.  There  were 
many  arguments  which  might  be  advanced 
'  in  favour  of  this  moderate  demand  of  the 
!  Irish    nation.      He    had    no    doubt    the 
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English  rulers  had  hoped  to  kill  out  the 
Irish    language ;    they   thought    it    was  ! 
doomed  to  death  ;  but  it  was  fated  not  to  j 
die.     England  was  always  robbing  Ireland  ! 
of  one  thing  or  another,  but  this  was  j 
something  the  English  did  not  want  for  . 
themselves,  and  yet  would  not  allow  the  j 
Irish   to   have.      Irish   lands   were   con-  j 
fiscated,    Irish    manufactures    destroyed,  j 
Ireland  was  robbed   of  her   Parliament,  \ 
and   the  English  did  their  best    to   rob  ; 
her  of  her  religion,  but    in    that   they  : 
were  defeated.  She  was  plundered  by  over- ; 
taxation,  but  after  all  these  grabbings  and 
takings  she  asked  only  for  fair  play  for  ■ 
her  young  people  in  keeping  alive  and  ! 
cultivating    their    mother    tongue.     He  i 
pleaded    that    no    obstacles    should    be  ; 
thrown  in  the  way,  but  that  the  move- 
ment should  be  helped  and  encouraged. 
England  would  be  no  poorer  or  worse  for 
it,  but  Ireland  would  be  much  happier.  . 
At  present  the  language  was  one  of  the  \ 
relics  of  the  past;  Ireland's  ancient  history  ■ 
was  bound  up  with  it,  and  she  would  not  ; 
part  with  it.    He  was  thankful  and  proud 
to  have  lived  to  see  the  day  when  there 
was  a  great  movement  in  that  direction, 
and  a  revival  of  Irish  feeling  in  that  re- 
spect,   and   he    was  confident  that   the 
movement   would   thrive,    prosper,    and  \ 
succeed.     Some  speakers  had  treated  -the 
subject  as  though  it  was  desired  to  banish  ; 
the  English  language  from  Ireland.     No 
such  proposition  or  suggestion  had  l^een 
made.     It  was  a  gross  misrepresentation 
to  pretend  to  the  English  people  that  that 
was  the  object  of  the  movement.     It  was 
essential  that  the  Irish  people  should  be 
able    to     speak    the     language    spoken 
on    the    great    continent    of     America 
among    that    friendly,    free,    and    sym- 
pathetic people.     It  was  also  necessary 
that    they    should     know    the    P-Jiglish 
tongue  when  they  went  to  the  great  new 
Commonwealth  which  had  just  oeen  con- 
stituted and    formed    by  the    people  of 
Australia.      It  was,  therefore,  absurd  to 
make  the  suggestion  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred.    No  harm  would  be  done  to  any 
English    interest  ;    England    would    lose 
nothing  by  it.     Whatever  concession  the 
Government  might  make,  the  Irish  people 
were  determined   to    keep    this   subject 
going  until  their  object  was  attained.     It 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  argue  the 
matter  further,  but  he  felt  bound  to  let 
his  voice  be  heard  on  the  subject,  as  other- 
wise he  would   feel  he  had  not  done  his 
Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan. 


duty.  The  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  been  sympathetic,  and  if  he  would 
pluck  up  heart  and  go  a  little  further,  he 
would  win  for  himself  a  grateful  and 
kindly  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
people.  The  nation  meant  to  alter  the 
condition  of  things  under  which  number* 
of  Irish  people  never  heard  a  word  of 
Irish  in  their  lives,  and  every  word  of 
sympathy  and  help  in  that  struggle  would 
be  repaid  with  affectionate  and  friendly 
feeling  by  the  people  of  Ireland. 


Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.)  said  the 
directions  he  had  received  during  the  fct 
few  days  were  to  the  effect  that  the 
people  of  his  constituency  were  anxious 
that  the  Government  should  introduce 
the  teaching  of  the  Irish  language  into 
the  schools.  To  his  own  knowledge,  in 
the  district  where  he  came  from,  in  which 
English  only  was  spoken,  he  could  aware 
the  Committee  that  there  were  a  great 
number  of  classes  where  Irish  was  being 
taught.  He  was  rather  disappointed  with 
the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  for  he  had  always  been 
under  the  impression  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  accountable  for  the  entire 

fovernment    of    Ireland.      If    any  hon. 
I  ember  put  a  question   in   the  House 
about  education  they  would  put  it  to  the 
Chief    Secretary.     The  Chief    Secretary 
had  stated  that,  he  had  no  power  over  the 
Education  Board,  and  yet   he  answered 
for  them  in  this  House.     Such  an  argu- 
ment was  entirely  inconsistent  with  the 
office  which  the  Chief    Secretary  held. 
Therefore  he  was  greatly  surprised  at  the 
statement  which  had  been  made,  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  tried  to  place  the 
entire  blame  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
managers  of  the  schools.  If  a  manager  of  a 
school  in  Ireland  wanted  a  teacher  who 
could  teach  Irish,  where  was  he  to  get  that 
teacher  1  There  were  no  training  colleges 
to  teach  them,   and  if  a    teacher  were 
appointed  who  understood  Irish  probably 
an   inspector  would  be    sent  from  this 
country  to  award  marks  for  the  teaching 
of  a  subject  about  which  he  knew  abso- 
lutely nothing.    It  was  a  very  remarkable 
fact  that,  in  the  west  of  Ireland,  where 
the  Irish  language  was  so  largely  spoken, 
out  of  1,300  schools  no  less  than  1,164  of 
them  were  anxious  that  Irish  should  be 
taught  in  those  schools.     Could  there  be 
anything  more  conclusive  than  that  fact  t 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  met  t 
ly  arguments  from  the  Irish   Members 
which   could  not  be  controverted.     The  ' 
speech  of  Dr.  Starkie,  the  new  Resident  ( 
Commissioner,  had  been  placed  before  the  i 
Committee.      The  Chief    Secretary  had  ' 
just  made  a  speech,  and  he  scarcely  knew  | 
whether   the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  ' 
for  or  against  their  demands.     He  stated  j 
that  he  had  no  power  with  the  Commis-  j 
sioners  of  National  Education,  and  yet  he  I 
had  to  answer  for  them  in  the  House  of  j 
Commons.  All  the  same,  he  Relieved  that ! 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  to  the 
Commissioners   for    National    Education 
that     it     was     his      wish      that      they 
should  introduce     the     teaching  of   the 
Irish  language     in  Irish  -  speaking   dis- 
tricts,   that  statement  would  take  away 
a  great  deal  of  the  soreness  of  the  Irish 
people  upon  this  question.     It  was  very 
remarkable  that   while  the  Irish  people 
could  not  get  permission  to  have  their 
own  language  taught  in  their  own  schools, 
the  Welsh  people  obtained  that  conces- 
sion  long  ago.     There  were  only  about  I 
2,000   Jews  in  Ireland,   and    yet   their  t 
language  was  fostered  and  allowed  to  be 
taught.      The  Je*vs   were  allowed   this 
privilege,  and   yet  the   Irish    were  not. 
This  was  another  Irish  grievance  which 
had   been  put  forward  so  often  in  this 
House  with  the  same  inevitable   result. 
The  Chief  Secretary  said  that  there  was 
no  desire  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  people  to 
have    their    children    taught   the   home 
language,  but  he  was  quite  wrong.     There 
was  a  convent  where  he  came  from  where 
the  children  were  sent  to  be  educated, 
and  one  of  the  subjects  taught* there  was 
Irish.     He  knew  that  thirty-five  young 
ladies  from  that  convent  competed  at  the 
intermediate     examinations     last     year. 
Those    children    came    from     the    most 
respectable     class     of     people     in     Ire- 
land,   and    if     the     parents     of     those 
children       were       not       anxious      that 
their  children  should  learn  their  native 
language,  was  it  likely  that  they  would 
send   them  to  schools  where  Irish   was 
taught  ?     This   was  a  very  strong  argu- 
ment, showing  that  Irish  parents  of  the 
most  respectable  class  were  anxious  that 
their  children  should  understand  and  be 
able  to  converse  in  the  tongue  which  the 
British  Government  had  done  so  much  to 
remove  and  stamp  out  in  Ireland.     The 
Commissioners  of  Education  had  put  in 
kindergarten,  singing,  and  other  matters 


to  be  taught,  but  the  Irish  language  was 
not  there.  Although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  he  had  no  power 
over  the  Commissioners,  he  believed  that 
if  the  Chief  Secretary  only  gave  that  body 
a  hint  they  would  not  be  very  long  before 
they  acted  upon  it,  and  he  was  sure  that 
by  so  doing  he  would  earn  the  gratitude 
of  the  Irish  people.  It  was  not  the 
slightest  use  delaying  this  matter, 
because  the  Irish  language  would  have  to 
be  taught  in  the  Irish  schools.  The 
people  of  Ireland  were  determined  to 
know  their  native  tongue,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  as  well  at  once 
give  the  Commissioners  instruction  to  do 
something  which  would  eventually  have 
to  be  done. 


Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork): 
Whilst  listening  to  the  sympathetic 
speech  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
for  some  time  I  could  not  tell  whether  he 
was  for  or  against  us,  but  when 
he  denied  responsibility  for  the 
policy  of  the  Education.  Board  in  Ireland 
that  satisfied  me  that  he  was  not  to  be 
trusted  in  the  matter.  When  the  Chief 
Secretary  denies  responsibility  for  men 
whom  he  has  himself  appointed  I  decline 
to  accept  his  denial  of  responsibility. 
What  has  the  right  hoc.  Gentleman  done 
!  to  remove  this  disability  1  I  certainly 
have  seen  no  action  at  all  on  his  part  in 
this  direction  beyond  a  few  words  of 
sympathy,  which,  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, means  nothing  at  all.  We  intend 
to  test  the  genuineness  of  the  sympathy 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  upon  this  ques- 
tion. We  want  him  to  carry  out  the 
same  system  which  has  already  been 
granted  to  Wales.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
state  that  I  believe  there  is  a  conspiracy 
existing  between  him  and  the  Education 
Board  against  our  native  language.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  means  to  put 
himself  right  with  the  Irish  people  let 
him  tell  us  plainly  that  he  means  to  carry 
out  in  Ireland  the  bilingual  system  which 
is  already  in  operation  in  Wales. 


Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
There  are  a  couple  of  points  which,  to  my 
mind,  have  not  yet  been  advanced  in  this 
debate.  This  is  the  only  opportunity 
afforded  us  in  this  House  on  the  Esti- 
mates  of   criticising  the   action    of    the 
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National  Board  of  Education.  It  has  |  that  ?  Only  last  night  an  enormous 
always  been  a  puzzle  to  me  why  certain  ,  meeting  was  held  in  the  Round  Roam  or 
gentlemen  are  called  the  National  Board,  |  Rotunoa — the  largest  hall  in  Dublin.  It 
because  I  have  always  regarded  them  as  j  was  a  public  protest  on  this  very  ques- 


au  anti-Irish  Board,  and  I  think  even  the 
dual  occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench 
this  evening  can  hardly  contradict  that 
statement.  It  is  because  they  are  anti- 
Irish  that  they  have  this  extraordinary 
objection  to  the  teaching  of  the  Irish 
language.      Any   literary   man  who  has 


tion.  I  received  an  invitation  to  attend, 
but  was  obliged  to  decline  it  because  I  had 
to  come  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
Cardinal  Logue  wrote  a  letter  which  wis 
read  at  that  meeting,  and  letters  were 
read  from  other  public  men,  and  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  calling  on  the  Irish  Mem- 


studied  this  subject  must  know  perfectly  |  bers  of  Parliament  to  resist  the  proposals 
well  that  a  language  is  distinctly  a  part  -  of  the  Commissioners  until  they  had  been 
of  the  nation,  and  a  great  scholar  once  j  amended  by  making  provision  for  hilin- 
said  that  the  nation  which  loses  its  Ian-  j  gual  education  in  Ireland  as  in  Wale*, 
guage  loses  the  best  part  of  its  existence.  .  There  is  a  manifestation  of  public 
If  that  is  true  of  other  nations  I  can  j  opinion  in  Ireland,  and  here  to-night 
hardly  understand  why  it  should  not  be  ]  we  have  the  Chief  Secretary  telling  us 
applied  also  to  Ireland.  To  my  mind,  j  that  he  has  no  control  whatever  orer 
that  is  precisely  the  reason  why  the  the  so-called  National  Board  of  Education, 
National  Board  of  Education  do  not  desire  !  and  that  even  the  House  of  Commons  has 
to  teach  the  Irish  language  in  Ireland.  I  ■  no  power,  although  the  taxpayers  of  Ire- 
have  had  some  experience  in  this  matter,  ■  land  provide  the  funds  whereby  education 
although  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  pro-  is  carried  out.  That  would  not  be  allowed 
found  Irish  scholar.  I  have  spent  some  ;  to  exist  in  any  other  constitutionally 
time  in  Connemara,  and  I  know  that  the  governed  country  in  the  world.  If  the 
children  who  used  to  attend  the  schools  :  Chief  Secretary  wants  philosophic,  educa- 
there  were  only  taught  English,  and  the  '  tional,  or  literary  reasons  why  the  hi- 
Irish  language  was  discouraged  as  far  as  ]  lingual  system  should  be  adopted  in 
possible.  Not  only  this,  but  it  was  made  '  Ireland,  he  will  find  them  in  a  short 
absolutely  penal  to  speak  the  Irish  language,  j  practical  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Gaelic 
That  was  an  absolute  fact.  I  was  told  it  League.  I  have  been  requested  by  the 
by  hundreds  of  people  in  Connemara,  and  branch  of  tho  League  to  which  I  belong 
in  that  district  there  was  actually  a  penal  !  to  speak  in  this  debate.  The  other 
law  against  speaking  tho  language  of  the  '  evening  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  town 
people.  I  challenge  any  lion.  Member  to  '  hall  of  Blackrock.  I  was  in  the  chair, 
contest  my  statement  and  to  inquire '  and  the  enthusiasm  evinced  at  the 
whether  such  a  thing  ever  took  place  in  I  meeting  was  something  extraordinary. 
Connemara.  I  regret  to  find  that  these  j  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  tell  us 
old  bad  traditions  are  apparently  still  a  I  that  there  is  no  spirit  among  the  people 
working  factor  in  tho  minds  of  the  ;  as  regards  this  movement,  but  in  Black- 
National  Board  of  Education.  I  would  i  rock  the  urban  district  council — formerly 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whether  I  a  Conservative  body,  but  which  has  lately 
we  have  not  arrived  at  a  different  stage  of  |  assumed  a  Nationalist  complexion — has 
civilisation,  when  we  ought  to  be  more  in  ■  put  the  names  of  the  streets  in  Gaelic,  so 
accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  '  that  we  are  Irish  still,  notwithstanding 
when  we  ought  not  to  revert  to  the  old  .  the  efforts  of  the  National  Board ;  and  it 
bad  system  of  coercion.  What  is  the  ;  seems  to  me  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
r<vmn(Vetrr  of  constitutional  government ?'  men  on  the  Treasury  Bench  would  ap- 
It  is  that  it  should  be  administered  in  the  '  proach  this  question  in  a  philosophic 
spirit  of  the  community  it  governs.  We  ,  spirit,  they  would  recognise  that  fact.  I 
have  now  a  manifestation  all  over  tho  j  want  to  argue  this  question  not  from 
country  in  the  shape  of  a  Gaelic  revival,  j  an  extreme  Nationalist  point  of  view, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  most  vaunted  of  |  but  from  an  educational,  practical, 
constitutional  maxims  that  public  opinion  j  common-sense  point  of  view.  I  would 
ought  to  be  the  breath  of  the  law.  '  put  this  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman : 
But  in  this  matter  the  spirit ;  is  it  a  wise  thing  to  provoke  friction 
of  the  law  is  absolutely  opposed  between  the  people  and  the  National 
to  popular  opinion.  Why  do  I  say  Education  Board,  when  there  ought  to 
Mr.  FMil. 
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be  co-operation  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word  ?  That  is  not  a  proposition 
that  will  be  contradicted  even  by  those 
who  hold  the  opposite  view  on  this  ques- 
tion. Our  people  are  very  much  in 
earnest,  and  unless  the  demand  of  the 
Irish  Members  is  assented  to  the  atten- 
dance in  the  schools  may  possibly  be  re- 
duced, which  would  be  an  unmixed  evil. 
I  have  always  been  in  favour  of  carrying 
out  the  clause  for  compulsory  attendance 
at  schools,  because,  unless  the  children 
attend  school  regularly,  there  cannot  be 
any  educational  progress  in  the  country. 
Some  hon.  Members  opposite — possibly 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  undoubtedly  the 
majority  of  the  National  Board — think  this 
is  a  sentimental  question.  Granted  that 
it  is.  But  you  want  the  children  to 
attend  school,  and  anything  that  would 
bring  about  friction  and  lessen  the  school 
attendance  would  be  nothing  less  than  a 
national  evil.  In  conclusion,  I  will  only 
say  that  the  National  Board — which  is  a 
nominated  Board,  which  does  not  repre- 
sent the  people,  and  which  is  out  of  touch 
with  popular  opinion — is  the  worst  body 
you  could  have  to  carry  out-  what 
is  called  national  education,  and  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  declares  in  this  House 
that  he  is  unable  to  control  the  Board, 
then  I  think  it  is  time  it  was  brought 
under  the  control  of  somebody.  Mr. 
Butt  once  declared  that  the  worst  system 
of  government  was  government  by  irre- 
sponsible nominated  Boards,  and  I  think 
this  Board  of  Education  ought  to  be 
elected,  or  at  any  rate  responsible  to  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  people. 
There  can  be  no  question  of  such  impor- 
tance to  the  community  at  large  as  the 
question  of  education,  and  yet  in  Ireland 
we  put  the  whole  management  of 
the  education  of  the  country  into 
the  hands  of  seven  gentlemen  who 
are  responsible  to  nobody,  and  over 
whom  the  taxpayers  have  no  control 
whatever,  and  who  have  chosen  by  their 
unwise  action  to  introduce  friction  be- 
.  tween  the  people  of  Ireland  and  the 
system  of  education  in  that  country.  I 
hope  the  arguments  I  have  ad  vanced  will 
be  considered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle. 
man.  I  have  endeavoured  to  put  them 
forward  in  a  reasonable  way,  and  without 
introducing  any  extreme  political  tinge, 
because  I  think  this  is  a  matter  we  ought 
to  approach  in  a  calm  spirit  of  considera- 


I  tion,  for  there  is  nothing  more  important 
I  to  a  community  than  its  system  of 
i  education. 


♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  r 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  merely  giving  a 
silent,  vote  on  this  motion.  Speaking  as 
the  representative  of  an  Irish  constituency 
and  also  as  an  Irish  Protestant,  I  wish  to 
express  my  entire  agreement  with  most 
of  the  arguments  I  have  heard  from  below 
the  gangway.  It  seems  to  me  that 
neither  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
spoke  from  the  Treasury  bench  treated 
the  question  in  a  very  ingenuous  manner,, 
for  while  both  of  them  expressed  strong; 
sympathy  with  the  general  object  of  the 
motion,  they  each  endeavoured  as  it  were 
to  divert  the  mind  of  the  Committee  from 
what  the  real  issue  is.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary endeavoured  to  convert  this  question 
as  to  the  teaching  of  Irish  in  National 
schools  in  Ireland  into  a  question  of 
far  greater  and  wider  application. 
I  do  not  understand  that  the  object  of 
this  motion  is  to  substitute  Irish  for 
English  as  the  spoken  language  of  the 
Irish  people.  That  is  a  much  larger 
question  which  can  be  dealt  with  if  ever 
it  arises.  The  question  we  have  to  con- 
sider to-night  is  the  Vote  for  the  National 
Education  Board.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man while  expressing  sympathy  with  the 
object  of  the  motion  tried  to  shirk  all 
responsibility  and  to  throw  it  on  the 
National  Board.  I  am  not  going  to  say  one 
word  with  reference  to  the  component 
members  of  the  Board.  For  many  of 
them  individually  I  have  the  highest  re- 
spect, but  the  fact  that  Protestants  and 
Catholics  are  equally  balanced  on  it  indi- 
cates to  me  that  it  isa  Board  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  what  is  best  in  order 
to  promote  the  education  of  the  country, 
but  what  is  best  to  enable  the  balance  to 
be  maintained  without  any  great  outrage 
to  either  side.  It  is  quite  a  fallacy 
to  say  that  the  Government  or  this  House 
has  no  control  over  the  National  Board. 
But  the  House  of  Commons  has  to  vote 
the  money  for  the  Board,  and  on  this 
motion  the  House  of  Commons  have  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  deciding  on 
which  side  the  merits  of  the  question 
rest.  Therefore  it  is  vain  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  in  one  breath  that 
he  is  quite  in  accord  with  Irish  Members 
below  the  gangway,  and  then  in  another 
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breath  that  he  is  utterly  powerless  to 
further  his  own  view.  I  also  think 
that  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  not  very  ingenuous,  be- 
cause he  seemed  to  convey  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Board  of  Education  in 
their  new  rules  had  initiated  something 
which  was  in  the  direction  aimed  at  by 
this  motion.  In  that  he  was  quite  under 
a  mistake,  because  the  insignificant  note 
to  which  he  referred  is  merely  the  repeti- 
tion of  a  note  which  has  appeared  in  the 
rules  of  the  National  Board  since  1883. 
What  then  becomes  of  the  entire  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ? 
He  endeavoured  to  smooth  down  the  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway — which  is 
mot  very  easy  to  do — by  stating  that  the 
National  Board  had  initiated  a  new  rule 
which  would  probably  lead  to  what  was 
desired  by  hon.  Members,  but  he  must 
not  have  been  aware  that  that  was  a 
mere  repetition  of  a  note  which  for  seven- 
teen years  has  appeared  in  the  Code,  and 
which  has  led  not  to  the  promotion  but 
to  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  teaching 
of  the  Irish  language  in  the  National 
schools.  What  is  the  real  issue  ?  It  is 
not  the  absurd  idea  that  at  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century  the  4,500,000  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland  should  at  once  begin  to 
learn  Irish,  and  that  all  our  business  and 
all  our  litigation  should  in  future  be 
•  carried  on  in  Irish.  That  is  not  the 
intention  of  any  rational  man.  The 
object  and  intention  is  to  teach  the  rising 
generation  Irish,  and  through  Irish  to 
teach  them  English,  and  to  educate  their 
minds  in  order  to  fit  them  for  the 
struggle  of  life.  That  is  the  question  at 
issue,  and  also  whether  it  is  to  be  done 
in  the  manner  which  is  commended  by 
the  hierarchy  of  Ireland  and  by  1,200 
managers  of  schools  and  which  was  voiced 
at  the  meeting  at  the  Rotunda  last 
evening.  What  could  be  more  reason- 
able? The  demand  is  that  in  all  places 
where  Irish  is  the  home  language  pupils 
should  be  taught  to  read  and  write  it, 
and  that  other  useful  subjects  should  be 
imparted  to  them  through  the  medium  of 
Irish.  It  appears  that  the  number  of  Irish - 
speaking  people  in  Ireland  is  at  present 
630,000,  who  reside  principally  in  the 
West,  within  a  line  drawn  from  Donegal 
— whose  claims  have  been  so  eloquently 
expressed  by  one  of  its  representatives 
to-night — down  to  Waterford,  and  the 
Serjeant  Hemphill. 


question  is  whether  in  these  district* 
every  facility  should  not  be  given  to  the 
young  people  to  be  taught  through  the 
medium  of  Irish.  I  recollect  once  whoa 
travelling  in  Kerry  I  stopped  at  the 
village  of  Sneem,  I  went  into  the 
National  school,  and  on  one  side  were 
drawn  up  about  forty  little  boys,  their 
bright  black  eyes  and  dark  hair  render 
ing  their  nationality  unmistakable. 
On  the  opposite  side  was  an  equal  num- 
ber of  boys  not  quite  so  dark.  I  asked 
the  teacher  what  it  meant.  "Oh," he 
said,  "  these  boys  to  the  left  can  only 
speak  Irish,  and  those  to  the  right  can 
speak  English,  and  my  plan  is  to  teach 
the  Irish-speaking  boys  through  Irish, 
and  also  to  endeavour  to  teach  the 
English-speaking  boys  some  know- 
ledge of  the  Irish  language."  Thar 
is  the  style  of  thing  I  would  like  to 
see  prevailing  in  all  National  schools 
in  Irish-speaking  districts.  What  a 
lamentable  thing  it  would  be  if  the  Irish 
language,  for  want  of  encouragement,  was 
really  to  become  a  dead  language !  The 
language  of  every  country  is  an  historic 
asset,  and  how  sad  and  lamentable  it 
would  be  if,  through  the  neglect  of  the 
Government  of  the  country,  a  language 
which  by  common  consent  and  tradi- 
tion embodies  in  itself  poetry  and 
matters  of  historical  interest,  were 
to  bo  wholly  lost.  If  that  lan- 
guage were  to  become  a  dead  language 
where  it  is  now  the  language  of  nearly  a 
million  of  people,  what  responsibility 
would  rest  not  merely  on  the  Govern- 
ment, but  on  the  representatives  of  that 
people !  I  think  we  are  bound  to  use 
every  exertion  to  keep  alive  that 
language.  What  would  we  not  give  to 
have  languages  which  are  dead  revived 
again  !  What  would  we  not  give  if  the 
great  Latin  language  were  a  spoken  and 
written  language  again  !  What  would 
we  not  give  if  the  language  of  the  mag- 
nificent sublimity  of  Socrates  and  Homer 
were  alive  again  !  Anyone  who  does  not 
try  to  arrest  the  decay  of  a  language  is 
in  my  opinion  guilty  of  a  great  historical 
crime.  We  seek,  therefore,  that  the 
National  Board  should  be  compelled  to 
make  this  change,  and  that  English 
should  be  taught  in  Irish-speaking  dis- 
tricts through  the  medium  of  Irish.  Is 
not  that  the  obvious  way  to  teach  the 
youth  in  these  districts  1  If  you  want 
to   teach  an     Irish    boy   English    you 
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iftt  teach  him  through  a  language 
understands  and  in  which  he  thinks. 
derwise  he  will  only  learn  English  like 
arrot,  by  rote.  In  old  libraries  are  to 
found  Latin  grammars  in  which  not 
y  the  grammatical  part  but  also  the 
>lanatory  part  is  in  Latin.  That  idea 
exploded  now,  because  it  was  found  to 

such  an  enormously  difficult  way  of 
ching  the  language.  Now,  in  all 
tin  and  Greek  grammars  the  explana- 
y  part  is  in  English,  and  the  gram- 
tical  part  in  the  language  which  it  is 
ight  to  teach.  For  the  Irish-speaking 
tricts  the  grammatical  part  of  an  Eng- 
i  grammar  should  be  in  English  and 
)  explanatory  part  should  be  in  Irish. 
is  vain  and  absurd  to  try  to  relieve  the 
tional  Board  from  responsibility  on  the 
rand  that  they  cannot  get  teachers  to 
ch  Irish.  I  deny  that  altogether.  We 
ow   that    in    everything — educational 

well  as  commercial  —  the  demand 
rays  creates  the  supply.  Do  not  tell 
i  you  cannot  get  plenty  of  Irish 
chers.  In  fact,  in  my  boyhood  days 
are  were  several  what  were  called 
ledge-schoolmasters  "  in  Tipperary.  I 
ttember  myself  learning  the  Lord's 
lyer  in  Irish,  which  was,  I  suppose, 
at  made  me  such  a  good  Christian. 
tien  I  heard  the  eloquent  speech  of  the 
i.  Member  for  the  Flint  Boroughs,  to 
om  we  all  are  indebted,  I  had  in  my 
ollection  an  old  teacher  who  endea- 
lred,  when  I  was  very  small  indeed,  to 
til  into  me  a  knowledge  of  the  Irish 
guage,  and  if  I  had  had  the  oppor- 
lity  afterwards  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
it  I  would  nor  have  been  able  to  orate 
ch  better  in  that  language  than  I  can 
>r  hope  to  do  in  English.  Then  the 
ter  part  of  the  demand  is  equally 
sonable — namely,  that  a  knowledge  of 
i  Irish  language  should  be  made  a 
;essary  subject  of  examination,  and  put 

least  on  a  level  with  the  dead 
guages.  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  the 
3  languages.  I  studied  them  very 
ch,  and  I  would  not  give  up  my  know- 
ge  of  them  for  any  earthly  acquisition. 
,ny  people  find  great  difficulty  in 
rning  Latin  or  Greek,  but  give  a  young 
ihman  an  opportunity  of  learning  the 
guage  of  his  own  country,  of  reading 
i  legends  of  his  own  country,  full  of 
oism,  and  full  of  that  spirit  which  still 
athes  in  the  pages  of  immortal  Homer, 
I  you  will  not  only  elevate  his  character, 
JOL.  LXXXVI.   [Fourth  Series.] 


but  make  him  a  better  citizen  than  he  is 
at  present. 

Mr.  DILLON :  This  has  been  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  debate,  and  for  more 
reasons  than  one.  For  myself  it  has  been 
exceedingly  interesting  because  it  affirms 
a  prophecy  I  made  two  or  three  years  ago 
in  this  House,  when  we  listened  to  a  less 
sympathetic  speech  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary — a  pro- 
phecy that  this  was  a  genuine  national 
movement,  and  would  spread.  It  has 
spread  and  increased  in  strength  so  largely 
that  he  will  find  it  a  more  popular  move- 
ment than  he  even  now  seems  to  think. 
I  desire  to  say  in  regard  to  the  speech 
delivered  to-night  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that,  although  he  un- 
doubtedly exhibited  considerable  sym- 
pathy with  the  cause  we  advocate,  he 
minimised  and  underrated  the  importance 
of  the  question.  He  commenced  by  find- 
ing fault  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  because  the  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  this  question  as  involving  the 
whole  future  of  the  Irish  race  in  its  higher 
and  spiritual  sense.  Now,  I  think  that 
language  is  justified,  and  that  the  con- 
siderations involved  do  seriously  affect  the 
whole  future  of  the  Irish  race.  Although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  a 
!  considerable  advance  on  the  subject  to- 
j  night — and  I  recognise  the  sympathetic 
j  tone  of  his  speech — I  think  he  has  still 
I  failed  to  understand  and  appreciate  the 
I  full  bearing  of  this  question,  and  the  value 
placed  upon  it  by  those  who  are  advocat- 
ing it  in  Ireland.  This  is  a  question 
which  is  not  at  all  exhausted  when  we 
deal  with  the  considerations  as  to  teach- 
ing the  children  in  Irish-speaking  districts 
the  use  of  their  own  tongue,  and  instruct- 
ing them  in  the  English  language  and 
various  subjects  of  education  through  the 
medium  of  their  own  tongue.  That  is  a 
pressing  and  urgent  question ;  but  it  is 
small  compared  with  the  great  subject  of 
the  value  of  the  language  itself,  and  all 
that  is  contained  in  it,  to  the  spiritual 
I  condition  of  the  Irish  people.  Before 
dealing  with  the  more  practical  part  of 
the  question,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  hold 
diametrically  opposite  views  from  those 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Down.  He  thinks  that  in  encouraging  the 
Irish  language  we  are  engaged  in  a  foolish 
and  mischievous  task,  and  he  gave  us  the 
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reasons  for  that  opinion.  First  of  all,  he 
laid  down  the  doctrine  that  the  value  of 
a  language  was  to  be  estimated  by  the 
number  of  people  who  spoke  it,  and  that 
without  any  qualification  whatever.  And 
he  went  on  to  say  that  if  a  language  was 
spoken  by  few  people  it  was  practically 
valueless.  I  would  point  out  that  by  that 
canon  of  criticism  Chinese  is  by  far  the 
most  valuable  language  spoken  by  the 
human  race.  See  where  that  proposition 
carries  us  !  If  the  value  of  a  language  is 
to  be  estimated  by  the  number  of  people 
who  speak  it,  then  the  Greek  language  is 
the  most  valueless,  because  the  number  of 
people  who  spoke  the  language  of  Homer 
never  exceeded  two  or  three  millions. 
According  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  argu- 
ment the  Greek  language  was  contemp- 
tible, and  ought  to  have  been  wiped  out 
in  favour  of  the  Persian  language.  To 
come  to  the  Latin  language,  which  spread 
all  over  Europe  and  some  parts  of  Asia, 
the  same  argument  could  have  been  used 
with  even  greater  force  in  the  days  of  the 
supremacy  of  the  Empire  of  Rome  in 
favour  of  the  obliteration  of  the  language 
of  Greece,  because  the  latter  was  only 
spoken  by  a  despised,  an  insignificant, 
and  a  conquered  nation.  And  yet  that 
language  and  literature  have  carried  down 
the  stream  of  time  the  most  precious 
portions  of  our  civilisation.  They 
remain,  and  will  not  be  dislodged  even 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Down. 
We  are  more  indebted  to  the  spiritual 
power  of  the  language  and  literature  of 
that  little  conquered  people  of  Greece 
than  to  the  great  Empire  of  Rome  itself. 
I  need  not  point  to  the  history  of  the 
Hebrew  race.  According  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Down, 
the  Bible  and  the  language  of  the  Hebrews, 
who  were  a  conquered  race,  would  come 
under  the  same  law  as  the  language  and 
literature  of  the  Greeks.  The  fact  is  that 
the  whole  course  of  history  shows  us  that 
the  greatest  spiritual  lessons  of  mankind 
and  the  greatest  literatures  have  sprung 
from  small  peoples  and  from  languages 
spoken  by  a  comparatively  insignificant 
portion  of  the  human  race ;  and  that 
there  is  no  comparison  between  the  value 
of  a  language  and  the  number  of  people 
who  speak  it.  Therefore  there  is  no 
force  in  that  argument.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  I  must  say  to  some 
extent  others  who  have  spoken  from  the 
Government  Benches,  seem  to  think  that 
Mr.  Dillon. 


they  have  settled  this  question  when  the? 
look  upon  it   from  a    purely  utilitarian 
point  of  view.     But  I   utterly  repudiate 
that  criterion  of  judgment.     I  say  that 
while  it  is  perfectly  legitimate  to  argue 
this  question  from  a  utilitarian  point  of 
view,  you  cannot  exhaust  it  and  arrive  at 
a  proper  judgment  from  that  single  stand- 
point.    The    hon.    Gentleman    opposite 
talks    about  trade,    and    says    that  no 
language    is    of    value    except    English, 
then     Chinese,    and     next    brerman    or 
French.      [An    Hon.     Member:    No.] 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  Chinese  wa* 
one  of  the  most  important  languages  if 
we  are  to  be  guided  by   the  amount  of 
trade.     But  that  is  a  principle  which  we 
cannot  and  do  not  accept.     We  base  our 
demand  for  the  preservation  of,  and  fair 
play  being  given  to,  the  ancient  language 
;  of   our  people  on  higher   considerations 
than  mere  utilitarianism.     We  hold  that 
we  have  a  right  to  reinstate  the  Irish 
'language  and  literature  in   the  place  of 
honour  from  which  they  were  driven  in 
the  days  of  conquest   and  persecution; 
because  we  believe  that  if  you  interrupt 
1  the    intellectual    life    of  the  people,  if 
you  tear  them    out    by   the    roots,  as 
it    were,    and    plant     them     down    in 
i  the  midst  of   an  alien  civilisation,  and 
of  a    race    with    whose   traditions   and 
history     they     are      unacquainted    and 
entirely    out     of     sympathy,    you    will 
effectually  dwarf  their  intellectual  growth 
and  injure  the  moral  fibre  of  the  entire 
race.     Viewed  from  that  point,  the  sub- 
ject is  one  of  infinitely  greater  importance 
arid  deeper  and  more  philosophic  weight 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to 
recognise.     What  is   the  history  of  the 
Irish  language  ?      Down  to  the  time  of 
the  famine  the  Irish   language  was  the 
habitual,  speech  of   the  south  and  west 
of  Ireland,  and,  although  I  do  not  believe 
in   any   of   the   figures   on    the    subject 
taken     at     that     time,    at     least    three 
millions  of  the   people   of  Ireland  used 
the  Irish  tongue    as  the  habitual  means 
of  social  and  commercial  communication. 
All  the  small  gentry  in  the  part  of  the 
country    I  come    from   spoke   no    other 
language.     At  that  time  there  was  a  great 
movement  in  Ireland  to  revive  the  litera- 
ture and  songs  and  music  of  Ireland,  and 
there  were  in  Dublin  scholars  who  from 
their  various   acquirements    could    bear 
comparison    with    those    of     any    other 
country    in    Europe— Currie,  0'3ullivan» 
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CKelly,  and  others,  who  have  hardly  left 
a  successor.  These  men,  had  they  lived 
in  a  normal  condition  of  things,  would 
have  been  founders  of  schools,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  had  it'  not  been  for 
the  famine  and  the  vile  persecution  to 
which  the  language  and  literature  of 
Ireland  were  subjected,  these  Irish 
scholars  would  have  now  held  as  high  a 
position  in  the  learning  of  Europe  as  any 
of  the  great  scholars  who  now  stand  in 
the  forefront  of  philological  learning  and 
folk-lore.  But  what  happened  ?  The 
National  movement  was  more  or  less 
identified  with  the  study  of  the  language, 
folk-lore  and  music  of  Ireland;  and  the 
whole  of  the  men  then  engaged  in  Irish 
studies  were  isolated,  divorced  from  sup- 

{ort,  and  viewed  with  evil  suspicion 
y  the  Irish  Government.  The  great 
seats  of  learning  in  Ireland  discouraged 
Irish  scholarship  and  started  a  crusade  of 
the  most  atrocious  character  against  the 
Irish  leaders.  That  is  a  part,  and  a  most 
vital  part  of  this  question,  and  I  could 
undertake  to  show  that  all  the  great  seats 
of  learning  in  Ireland,  including  Trinity 
College,  boycotted  Irish  learning  and 
Irish  scholars,  so  that  to  become  an  Irish 
scholar  was  synonymous  with  starvation. 
And  so  the  last  great  race  of  Irish 
scholars  died  in  a  state  of  the  most  miser- 
able poverty — a  scandal  and  a  disgrace  to 
the  Government  of  the  day  and  to  the 
seats  of  learning.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  In  the  days  when  we  were 
young  we  could  not  learn  Irish ;  there 
was  no  opportunity  for  doing  so;  and 
those  who  took  any  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject were  condemned  to  the  cruel  humilia- 
tion of  seeing  the  whole  traditions  of  Irish 
scholarship  pass  away  to  Germany  and 
France.  To-day's  Times  newspaper  is 
filled  with  admiration  at  a  German  coming 
over  to  Ireland  and  publishing  a  great 
work  on  the  Irish  language,  and  it  goes 
on  to  say  that  "  more  had  been  done  for 
Celtic  studies  by  a  few  German  scholars 
from  the  time  of  Zeuss  down  to  the 
present  day  than  by  all  the  vain 
chattering  of  Irish  literary  societies." 
That  only  exhibits  the  gross  and  savage 
ignorance  of  the  Times  in  regard  to  the 
Irish  language  and  literature ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  Zeuss  had  been 
living  to-day  he  would  have  been  the 
first  to  condemn  that  insult  to  Irish 
scholarship.  Zeuss  did,  no  doubt,  a  great 
deal,  but  nothing  compared  with  O'Kelly, 


O'Sullivan,  and  others,  who,  had  they 
lived  in  Germany  or  France,  would  have 
been  honoured,  and  their  lives  made 
comfortable  ;  but  because  they  lived  in 
Ireland,  and  were  Irishmen,  were  starved 
and  made  scarecrows  of,  to  prevent  other 
Irishmen  following  in  their  steps.  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  am  sure 
without  the  intention  of  inflicting  pain 
upon  us,  pointed  to  the  fact  that  Irish 
was  an  unpopular  subject  of  study  in  the 
higher  colleges  and  universities  of  Ireland, 
he  forgot  why  that  was.  It  was  because 
to  be  an  Irish  student,  an  Irish  scholar, 
was  enough  to  shut  to  a  man  every  avenue 
of  success  in  Ireland,  and  because,  owing — 
to  its  shame  be  it  said — to  the  bigotry  of 
Trinity  College,  which  has  in  its  library 
some  of  the  finest  monuments  of  Irish 
literature  and  art  in  the  world,  and  of 
the  other  great  learned  bodies  in  Ireland, 
and  to  the  persecution  of  the  Government, 
Irish  scholars  of  a  past  generation,  giants 
as  they  were,  were  condemned  to 
poverty  and  misery,  and  had  to  trust  for 
their  living  to  a  few  private  patrons. 
That  is  the  reason  why  Irish  is  not  a  popular 
study  in  the  great  seats  of  learning  in  Ire- 
land. That  is  the  A  B  C  of  this  question, 
without  which  all  that  is  involved  in  it 
cannot  be  understood.  The  language 
and  literature  of  Ireland — which,  by  the 
admission  of  the  greatest  European 
scholars,  is  the  richest,  most  valuable, 
and  most  varied  of  all  Celtic  languages 
and  literatures — has  been,  down  to  our 
time,  subjected  to  a  persecution  un- 
paralleled in  the  history  of  our  race. 
They  have  been  banished  from  our  uni- 
versities, banned  in  our  intermediate 
colleges  and  schools,  and  proscribed  in  the 
primary  schools.  That  policy  was  the 
idea  of  the  Government  of  the  day.  It 
was  alleged  that  the  study  of  the  anti- 
quities and  history  of  Ireland  was  calcu- 
lated to  foster  the  national  spirit,  and 
they  banned  them  both.  That  is  the  full 
explanation  of  why  there  should  exist  a 
certain  lack  of  popularity,  as  has  been  the 
phrase,  for  Irish  studies  in  the  higher 
seats  of  learning.  But  in  these  modern 
times  a  new  movement  has  sprung  up. 
Like  many  other  movements,  it  has 
sprung  up  from  the  people  themselves. 
When  the  language  was  banned  by 
all  the  great  and  wealthy  societies 
like  Trinity  College,  and  outlawed 
by  the  Government,  these  associations 
|  sprang  up  among  the  people  themselves, 
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and  commenced,  in  a  small  way  for  many 
years,  to  try  and  bring  the  language  and 
literature  of  Ireland  to  the  front.  When 
I  was  a  student  I  was  one  of  the  very 
first  to  form  the  old  Society  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  the  Irish  Language.  We  did 
not  make  much  progress  to  start  with, 
and  received  absolutely  no  encourage- 
ment from  the  Government  or  the'  seats 
of  learning.  But  the  movement  has 
grown  and  has  been  taken  up  afresh  by 
the  Gaelic  League,  who  have  aroused  the 
strength  of  the  Irish  people  in  favour  of 
their  own  tongue  and  literature.  I  con- 
gratulate that  league  on  the  success  of 
their  work,  because  it  is  due  to  them  that 
this  debate  has  been  so  prolonged,  and 
that  it  has  been  supported  by  the  vast 
"majority  of  the  Irish  Members.  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  to  the 
practical  bearing  of  this  question  he  said 
he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Gaelic 
League  as  regards  their  first  claim — that  in 
Irish-speaking  districts  Irish  should  be  used 
in  teaching  English  ;  but  he  said  he  had  no 
power.  I  was  acquainted  with  that.  I 
lmew  that  the  National  Board  of  Education 
was  perfectly  independent,  except  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  may  refuse  to  sanction 
new  rules.  That  is  the  extraordinary 
thing.  I  do  not  know  if  in  the  whole 
civilised  globe  you  can  point  to  a  body  of 
men  who  have  control  over  the  education 
of  the  country,  and  for  whom  a  Vote  of 
£1 2,000  a  year  is  passed,  but  over  whom 
Parliament  has  absolutely  no  power.  The 
Minister  of  Education  in  this  country  has 
control  over  the  sums  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  is  responsible  to  the  people ; 
but  it  is  not  so  in  Ireland.  What  are  we 
to  do  ?  The  most  irrational  thing  would 
seem  to  be  to  endeavour  to  cut  off  a  small 
portion  of  the  provision  for  public  educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  and  I  point  out  the 
absurdity  of  that.  The  Government  deal 
in  all  kinds  of  absurd  devices  to  dodge 
round  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  ;  but 
if  the  Government  were  to  get  the  Irish 
Members  together  in  Grand  Committee 
we  could  settle  all  these  matters  from 
year  to  year.  The  reason  why  these 
matters  are  so  perniciously  arranged  is 
that  the  views  are  consulted  of  High 
Churchmen  in  England,  Nonconformists, 
and  other  people  who  do  not  know  the 
facts  of  Ireland.  That  is  what  has  de- 
stroyed Irish  education,  and  has  rendered 
it  impossible  for  us  to  get  the  education 
of  Ireland  on  a  sound  basis.  To  show 
Mr.  Dillon. 


the  extreme  vitality  of  the  old  language, 
a  Danish  professor,  who  went  down  to  the 
west  of  Ireland  a  year  ago,  and  lived 
among  the  people  to  study  the  old 
language,  records  this  most  remarkable 
fact.  He  went  down  and  lived  among 
the  peasantry  of  Arran,  and  he  says 
after  living  there  for  a  short  time  he 
was  able  to  write  down  4,000  words 
"  which  I  have  heard  them  use  in  their 
everyday  life."  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
any  gentleman  interested  in  linguistic 
studies  goes  down  to  Somerset  or  Kent 
he  will  not  find  500  words  used  by  the 
people  in  daily  conversation..  Yet  in 
Ireland  this  gentleman  asserts  he  put  down 
4,000  words.  What  do  you  substitute 
when  you  go  teaching  the  English  and 
banning  the  Irish  language  ?  You  give 
them  a  vocabulary  of  200  or  300  English 
words,  with  the  meaning  of  which  they 
are  not  acquainted,  and  is  it  any  wonder 
that  you  make  them  stupid  ?  You  first 
reduce  the  vocabulary  enormously,  and 
the  vocabulary  you  give  them  is  not 
understood  by  the  people  who  speak  it 
I  only  allude  to  that  to  show  how 
enormously  important  the  question  is 
with  regard  to  the  intellectual  equipment 
of  these  Irish  -  speaking  peasants.  The 
truth  is  that  there  has  been  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  destroy  the  Irish  language. 
The  result  is  to  keep  these  children 
in  a  state  of  ignorance  and  stupor, 
and  we  have  to  sit  here  night  after 
night  and  year  after  year  and  listen 
to  the  taunts  which  are  levelled  at  the 
illiteracy  of  our  people,  who  have  been 
kept  illiterate  by  the  State  policy,  and 
largely  by  this  infamous  campaign  against 
their  native  tongue.  This  system  has 
again  and  again  been  condemned  by 
Government  officials,  but  still  the  studied, 
dogged  policy  of  the  Board  has  been  to 
ban  the  Irish  language,  and  that  has  been 
carried  on  by  successive  Boards,  sup- 
ported by  successive  Chief  Secretaries.  It 
seems  to  be  desirable  to  right  it,  but  how  is 
it  to  be  carried  further  ?  We  do  not  know. 
The  Chief  Secretary  has  no  power  and  the 
Board  refuses  to  move.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  characterising  that  as  adding 
insult  to  injury.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  admit  that  it  is  desirable  to 
point  out  his  own  powers  in  the  matter. 
I  notice  that  he  always  seems  to  enlarge 
upon  the  difficulties.  First  of  all,  he 
made  out  that  there  was  a  difficulty  in 
getting  teachers.     I  am  not  surprised  that 
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there  is  after  what  I  have  described. 
Knowledge  of  Irish  has  been  made  the 
badge  of  inferiority  and  the  object  of 
oppression.  How  could  there  be  a  supply 
of  teachers  ?  There  is  no  room  for  the 
study  of  the  Irish  language  in  the  training 
colleges.  It  has  not  been  encouraged  in 
any  way.  It  has  always  been  given  the 
cold  shoulder,  and  how  can  you  ex- 
pect to  get  teachers  when  in  the  train- 
ing colleges  the  subject  is  banned  1  It 
is  nothing  short  of  an  outrage  that  at  the 
training  colleges  of  the  State  the  Irish 
tongue  should  be  completely  ignored. 
The  Gaelic  League  have  displayed  admir- 
able activity  in  pushing  this  question  as 
they  have  done.  I  am  informed  that 
there  are  250  teachers  who  are  conversant 
with  the  Irish  tongue,  but  they  get  no 
engagements.  But  why  are  steps  not 
taken  to  teach  the  Irish  language  in  the 
training  colleges  1  If  it  was  made  a  sub- 
ject ranking  with  the  teachers  among 
other  subjects,  would  not  the  demand  of  a 
certainty  create  the  supply  in  a  short  time  ? 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forget 
the  memorial  of  the  managers,  repre- 
senting well  over  1,000  schools  ?  As  I 
understand  the  programme  at  present, 
there  is  no  room  for  teaching  Irish. 
Wliat   is   the   use  of  managers    making 

Erovision  for  teachers  of  the  Irish 
mguage  if  the  Irish  colleges  have  thrown 
it  out  ?  There  is  really  no  footing  in  the 
Irish  schools  for  the  Iri«h  language,  and  I 
do  not  see  how  there  could  be  a  supply  of 
teachers  if  the  subject  is  not  put  upon  a 
level  with  other  subjects.  We  know  per- 
fectly well  that  in  the  Education  Code  the 
subjects  that  are  to  be  taught  are  care- 
fully set  forth,  and  that  Irish  is  put  into 
the  background,  and  that  until  quite 
recently,  when  some  slight  change  was 
made,  there  was  no  encouragement. 
Therefore  it  is  not  fair  to  cast  upon  the 
managers  the  blame  for  a  state  of  things 
which  is  the  outcome  of  a  long,  continuous, 
and  deliberate  conspiracy  to  put  the  Irish 
language  down.  But  there  will  be  no 
fault  hereafter  if  the  teachers  are  forth- 
coming. I  now  turn  for  a  moment  to  the 
question  of  the  second  demand  of  the  Gaelic 
League.  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
vagueness  in  the  nature  of  this  second 
demand.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
he  took  the  second  demand  to  imply  that 
Irish  should  be  made  compulsory  in  all 
schools  whether  parents  liked  it  or  not.  I 
do  not  think  the  matter  is  placed  so  high 


as  that,  nor  have  I  ever  gone  so  far.  I 
think  it  would  be  an  absurd  thing ;  but,  of 
course,  in  all  movements  like  this  there 
are  enthusiasts.  I  know  that  there  are 
persons  in  Ireland,  with  whom  I  differ, 
who  suggest  that  we  should  take  to  the 
Irish  and  abandon  the  English  tongue 
altogether.  I  do  not  go  that  length,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  any  great  body  of  the 
people  would  agree  to  enforce  Irish  upon 
unwilling  people.  I  would  never  be  a 
party  to  it,  and  it  has  never  been  put  for- 
ward. Neither  of  these  reforms  would  be 
forced  upon  the  schools ;  they  would  be 
introduced  at  the  discretion  of  the 
managers.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
a  manager  would  force  upon  an 
unwilling  school  a  subject  that 
was  distasteful  to  the  people.  As 
I  understand  it,  it  is  a  claim  to 
restore  the  native  language  to  a  place 
of  honour  in  all  schools  in  Ireland,  and  I 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Board  of  Education,  that,  unless  I  am 
greatly  mistaken,  there  never  will  be  peace 
in  Ireland  until  that  is  done.  I  conclude 
with  the  statement  that  my  deep  convic- 
tion is  that  until  Irish  language  and 
Irish  literature  are  raised  to  a  position  of 
equality  with  other  subjects,  in  all  the 
primary,  and  secondary  schools  of  Ire- 
land, this  agitation  will  never  cease. 
We  do  not  want  to  enforce  it  on 
any  unwilling  body  of  men,  but  we  do 
insist,  and  we  shall  continue  to  until  we 
succeed,  upon  the  fact  that  the  language 
and  literature  of  our  country  shall  occupy 
a  position  of  honour  in  the  primary  and 
secondary  schools  and  university  colleges 
in  Ireland.  We  want  a  university  where 
Irish  shall  occupy  a  place  of  honour.  We 
ask  that  the  scarcity  of  teachers  shall  be 
met  by  the  study  of  Irish  literature  and  the 
Irish  tongue,  which  shall  lead  on  to 
chairs  and  fellowships,  so  that  the 
students  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
living;  because  students  cannot  live  on 
suction,  and  if  you  tell  a  young  man  in 
Ireland  that  if  he  devotes  himself  to  the 
study  of  Irish  he  must  starve,  you 
pursue  a  policy  of  proscription  and  perse- 
cution, which  is  a  policy  which  we  will 
never  sit  quietly  under.  We  do  not  wish 
to  attempt  the  impossible  task  of  banish- 
ing the  English  tongue  from  Ireland,  and 
depriving  ourselves  of  the  advantage  of 
speaking  that  tongue,  but  we  do  insist 
upon  the  right  of  those  who  teach  the 
Irish     tongue     being     placed    upon    an 
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equality  with  the  teachers  of  other  sub- 
jects, and  we  insist  and  demand  that 
Irish  scholarship  in  the  future  shall  not 
be  treated  as  it  has  been  in  the  past  as  a 
badge  of  inferiority  and  contempt ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  Irish  language 
and  literature  of  the  country  shall  be  so 
treated  that  men  may  devote  their  lives 
and  labours  to  that  study,  without  having 
their  footsteps  dogged  as  the  footsteps  of 
Sheridan  and  O'Connell  were  dogged  by 
the  spectre  of  starvation. 


Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  expressed  satisfaction  at  the 
fact  that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
disclaimed  the  extravagances  which  no 
doubt  would  cast  some  little  ridicule  upon 
this  movement,  and  had  not  added  to  its 
strength.  Irishmen  could  not  be  asked 
to  give  up  speaking  the  English  language 
and  separate  themselves  from  the  great 
civilisation  of  the  world  which  it  repre- 
sented. That  was  the  most  grotesque 
proposal  that  could  be  contemplated,  and 
it  had  brought  many  persons  to  doubt  the 
sincerity  and  reality  of  the  movement  in 
favour  of  the  Irish  language.  Neither 
did  he  look  forward  to  the  production 
among  present-day  literature  of  a  work  in 
the  Irish  language ;  but  for  all  that  he 
maintained  that  there  was  reality  and 
reason  behind  this  movement.  There 
were  instances  in  the  present  century  of  a 
language  almost  dead  having  been  re- 
vived, notably  in  the  case  of  the  Zcech 
language  in  Bohemia.  So  that  the  pro- 
posal to  revive  the  Irish  language  was 
not  without  precedent.  He  was  old 
enough  to  have  seen  a  very  great  change 
in  Ireland.  He  remembered  in  his  child- 
hood when  the  Irish  tongue  was  a  great 
deal  more  spoken  than  it  was  to-day.  In 
this  connection  ho  had  a  very  curious 
experience  in  California.  While  in  Cali- 
fornia he  was  the  guest  in,  Los  Angelos,  of 
a  gentleman  born  not  far  from  Athlone. 
This  gentleman  described  how  when  a 
boy  he  saw  a  youth  wandering  through 
the  market  place  in  Athlone,  but  no  one 
who  met  the  boy  understood  a  word  he 
said,  and  whether  he  dropped  from 
Heaven  or  came  from  some  other  region 
was  a  matter  of  doubt.  This  gentleman 
went  up  to  him  and  found  that  the  strange 
tongue  was  the  Irish  language.  That 
would  show  how  the  native  language  had 
died      away      in      Ireland.      While     in 

Mr.  Dillon. 


Boston  he  was  presented  with  an 
address,  he  thought  in  poetry,  but  he 
candidly  confessed  that  he  did  not 
understand  a  word  of  it,  because  it  was 
in  the  Irish  tongue.  The  curious  thing, 
however,  was  that  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  read  the  address  to  him  and  who 
composed  it  were  men  of  Irish  descent 
who  had  never  been  in  Ireland.  He  also 
heard  a  lecture  on  the  Irish  language  at 
the  Royal  Irish  Academy  by  a  German 
philologist  —a  most  interesting  lecture— 
and  in  recent  years  some  of  the  highest 
authorities  on  the  Irish  tongue  had  been 
men  of  German  birth.  He  was  familiar 
with  the  bread-and-butter  argument, 
which  he  did  not  entirely  disclaim,  bat  he 
recalled  the  labours  of  Professor  Mai 
M tiller  and  the  statement  that  the  whole 
science  of  philology  had  been  revolu- 
tionised by  the  discovery  of  Sanscrit, 
which  was  of  still  less  bread-and-butter 
value  than  Irish.  He  wondered  if  tLe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  read  the  essay  of  the  Professor 
on  the  science  of  language.  He  under- 
stood that  Sanscrit  remained  the  amuent 
classica}  language  of  India,  the  value  of 
which  was  not  only  as  a  key  to  the 
Indian  languages  of  to-day,  but  also  as 
the  great  link  which  bound  together  the 
Aryan  languages  of  Europe  and  the 
Semitic  languages  of  the  East.  Sanscrit 
played  an  important  part  in  the  study  of 
philology,  which  was  one  of  the  greatest 
and  finest  of  the  new  sciences  of  the  age, 
and  in  the  same  way  the  right  of  the  Irnh 
language  to  survive  and  to  be  encouraged 
might  be  based  alone  on  philological 
grounds.  His  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Flint  Boroughs  had  spoken  of 
how  his  knowledge  of  Welsh  enabled  him 
to  reach  the  inner  hearts  and  minds  of 
the  Breton  people.  He  might  shew  how 
the  Irish  language  could  act  as  a  sort  of 
rough  interpreter  between  people  of 
,  different  nationalities.  Ho  met  a  gentle- 
!  man  in  Los  Angelos  who  left  Ireland 
;  when  quite  a  boy.  He  heard  a  fragment 
of  conversation  that  passed  between  that 
gentleman  and  a  shepherd  who  was 
tending  sheep  outside  of  Los  Angelos. 
The  shepherd  spoke  Basque,  and  that  was 
another  of  the  great  Celtic  family  of 
languages.  His  friend  was  able  to  carry 
on  a  certain  amount  of  conversation  with 
that  Basque  shepherd  from  the  north 
of  Spain.  The  renaissance  in  connection 
with   these    languages     was    headed  by 
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some  of  the  keenest  and  greatest  in- 
tellects of  the  present  day.  There  was 
one  famous  person,  a  Breton  writer,  who, 
although  one  of  the  greatest  living 
masters  of  French  prose,  did  everything 
in  his  power  to  encourage  the  Celtic  re- 
vival among  the  Breton  people.  His  hon. 
friend  had  not  in  the  least  exaggerated 
(he  depreciation  and  discouragement  with 
which  certain  studies  were  visited  be- 
tween 1860  and  1870  in  Ireland  in 
Queen's  College,  Galway.  The  whole 
spirit  of  that  unhappy  period  in  Irish 
history  was  against  the  study  of  Irish. 
He  was  not  without  hope  that  this  de- 
bate would  bear  good  fruit,  and  he  would 
Kke  to  impress  on  the  Chief  Secretary 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  enough  for  him 
to  take  up  a  position  of  neutrality  on 
this  question.  The  Irish  language  had 
been  so  discouraged  and  looked  down 
upon  that  something  like  a  serious  effort 
was  required  to  bring  it  back  to  its  just 
and  proper  place  in  the  education  of  Ire 
land.  Coming  to  the  second,  and,  to 
some  extent,  the  more  important  branch 
of  the  question — the  part  which  the  study 
of  Irish  took  in  the  education  of  Irish 
children  in  English  as  well  as  in  Irish — ■ 
he  said  the  Chief  Secretary  had  recog- 
nised that  in  the  bilingual  regions  the 
study  of  English  would  be  very  much 
facilitated  by  the  use  of  Irish  as  a 
medium.  There  was  some  striking 
testimony  on  that  point,  some  of  which 
had  already  been  quoted.  He  under- 
stood that  the  Member  for  Waterford 
had  quoted  the  remarkable  speech 
of  Dr.  Starkie,  and  therefore  he 
need  not  repeat  it.  There  was  passage 
after  passage  to  prove  that  the  result 
of  trying  to  teach  Irish-speaking 
children  English  through  an  English- 
speaking  teacher  was  that  the  un- 
fortunate pupils  forgot  Irish,  and 
did  not  learn  English,  so  that  really 
there  was  a  double  disadvantage.  They 
deprived  the  child  of  anything  like  a 
scientific  and  grammatical  knowledge  of 
his  mother  tongue,  and  at  the  same  time 
they  did  not  supply  the  hiatus  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  English  tongue.  A  great  deal 
of  stress  was  attached  in  that  House  to 
the  vast  amount  of  illiteracy  in  Ireland, 
but  the  explanation  was  simple.  Taking 
the  three  counties  where  illiteracy  was 
highest — namely,  Kerry,  Donegal,  and 
Galway — which  were  also  the  counties 
where  Irish  was  still  largely  spoken,  the 


number  of  those  returned  as  illiterates 
and  as  speaking  both  languages  very 
closely  approached  each  other.  In  Kerry 
the  number  of  people  who  spoke  both 
Irish  and  English  was  69,701,  and  the 
illiterates  58,744.  In  Galway  the  number 
who  spoke  both  languages  was  107,029, 
and  the  illiterates  87,573.  His  explana- 
tion of  this  was  that  the  children  who 
went  to  the  schools  forgot  their  Irish 
while  they  did  not  learn  English.  He  be- 
lieved there  were  official  statements  to 
show  that  a  large  number  of  the  best 
trained  educationists  of  Ireland  were  of 
opinion  that  the  want  of  teaching  Irish- 
speaking  children  by  the  Irish  medium 
was  largely  responsible  for  the  vast  and 
tragical  amount  of  illiteracy  in  these 
counties.  Thus  by  the  mere  fact  of  their 
inability  to  learn  English  they  became 
illiterate.  Apart,  therefore,  from  ques- 
tions of  philology  and  literature,  the 
teaching  of  children  by  the  medium  of  Irish 
and  through  an  Irish-speaking  teacher  was 
an  urgent,  a  vital,  and  a  crying  necessity 
of  education  in  Ireland.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  urged  that  the  duty  of  en- 
couraging the  study  of  Irish  lay  not  so 
much  with  him  as  with  the  managers  of 
schools,  and  that  the  managers  had  not 
shown  as  strong  a  desire  in  this  direction 
by  the  engagement  of  Irish-speaking 
teachers  as  might  have  been  expected. 
If  that  statement  were  true  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  entitled  to  say 
that  he  had  shifted  the  responsibility  from 
his  own  shoulders  to  that  of  the  managers, 
and  that  pressure  ought  to  be  brought  on 
the  managers  of  schools  to  supply  Irish- 
speaking  teachers.  Was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quite  right  in  his  statement 
of  facts  ?  He  had  before  him  a  terse 
statement  of  facts  prepared  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Irish  League  in  London.  He 
said  that  188  school  managers,  represent- 
ing 1,075  schools  in  Irish-speaking  dis- 
tricts, had  signed  a  memorial  in  favour  of* 
the  training  and  sending  down  of  bilingual 
teachers.  The  memorial  was  addressed 
to  the  National  Board  of  Education.  He 
understood  that,  as  a  rule,  a  teacher  was 
trained  in  a  training  college.  If  a 
teacher  had  a  colloquial  knowledge  of 
Irish  there  ought  to  be  the  means  in  the 
training  college  of  making  his  colloquial 
j  knowledge  grammatical  and  scientific,  so 
I  that  he  could  go  down  and  teach  the 
!  children.  One  of  the  objections  raised  on 
this  question  was  that  if  they  sent  a  teacher 
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to  a  training  college  to  be  taught  Irish  he  |  question  whether  Irish  should  be  made  a 
would  be  in  the  same  position,  because  he  !  separate  and  distinct  branch  of  study, 
would  be  learning  Irish  as  a  foreign  j  that  was  a  different  matter.  It  was  not 
tongue.  That  was  not  the  proposal.  The  ;  so  much  a  sentimental  as  a  practical 
proposal  was  that  the  teacher  sent  to  the  "  business  question  connected  with  primary 
training  college  should  have  a  colloquial  >  education.  Was  there  time  to  teach  Irish 
knowledge  of  Irish,  which  could  be  ;  as  a  separate  and  distinct  branch  of  edu- 
turned  into  a  grammatical  and  scientific  :  cation  1  Ho  conceived  not.  Effective 
knowledge.  He  thought  they  had  a  |  attention  could  not  be  given  to  a  second 
right  to  demand  the  assistance  of  !  language  in  addition  to  the  other  subjects 
the  Government  not  merely  on  the  !  which  it  was  necessary  boys  should  be 
grounds  of  science  or  literature,  but  by  '  taught.  But  supposing  there  was  time 
way  of  meeting  a  crying  evil  in  !  for  a  second  language,  the  practical  quo- 
th e  education  uf  Ireland.  It  would  !  tion  arose  whether  it  should  be  Irish, 
be  the  duty  of  the  Gaelic  Society  I  With  the  greatest  possible  goodwill  to 
and  of  other  societies  interested  in  the  !  the  Irish  language,  he  honestly  did  not 
question  to  put  pressure,  wherever  and  ;  think  it  would  be  a  business-like  open- 
on  whomsoever  pressure  was  needed,  in  j  tion  to  teach  boys  in  non-Irish-speuinr 
order  to  bring  this  question  to  a  practical  |  districts  the  Irish  language.  If  they  had 
issue,  and  to  give  the  people  of  Ireland  !  the  time  and  talents  to-  acquire  a  separate 
the  same  advantages  as  the  people  of !  language,.  French  or  German  would  be 
Wales,  and  even  the  Hebrew  children  i  much  more  ueeiwl  to  them.  From  that 
dwelling  in  Ireland,  enjoyed  at  present.     ]  point  of  view  he  could  not  support  the 

I  contention  that  Irish  should  be  taught  as 
;  a  separate  and  distinct  branch  of  learning 
Mr.  BUTCHER  (York)  said  the  hon. ,  in  the  primary  schools  of  Ireland 
Gentleman  had  spoken  of  his  desire  for  I  Reasons  had  been  advanced  why  the  Irish 
the  increased  study  of  the  Celtic  language.  !  language  should  be  revived,  one  of  those 
tt  ^  ,  ^  J  i.  x  u-  i.u  4.  -r  fu  i  reasons  being  that  the  English  language 
He  ventured  to  suggest  to  him  that  if  the    wag  ^^  ^  ^   -t  ^  UBfc*^ 

Irish  language  was  to  be  made  the  subject !  pr08S  the  great>  original,  and  beautiful 
of  study  it  must  bo  as  a  matter  of  higher  j  ideas  of  the  writer  of  the  letter  in  which 
education  in  the  universities  and  not  in  j  this  plea  was  advanced.  He  wished  that 
the  primary  schools.  The  discussion  had  j  that  gentleman  had  been  present  and 
turned  on  two  subjects.  The  first  was  |  heard  the  speeches  of  the  Irish  Members 
whether  there  should  be  bilingual  educa- ;  that  night :  ho  would  not  then  have  been 
tion — in  other  words,  whether  the  Irish  ,  able  to  complain  of  the  weakness  of  the 
language  should  be  used  in  Irish  speak-  i  English  language.  When  it  was  said  that 
ing  districts  as  a  means  of  education.  ;  the  English  language  was  effete,  and  that 
The  second  demand  was  that  Irish  should  '  the  language  of  Shakespeare  was  not  suit- 
be  encouraged  as  a  separate  and  distinct '  able  to  convey  the  beautiful  and  original 
branch  of  learning.  Upon  the  first  of  \  thoughts  of  a  man,  he  had  some 
these  questions  he  was  in  entire  sympathy  \  suspicion  that  it  was  not  so  much 
with  hon.  Members  from  Ireland,  and  '  the  language  as  the  thoughts  that  were  at 
he  gathered  that  the  Chief  Secretary  !  fault.  The  question  really  was  a  purely 
was  of  the  same  view.  It  was  quite  |  educational  and  business  one,  and  when 
obvious,  from  an  educational  point  of  '  they  had  the  openly -expressed  conviction 
view,  that  if  it  was  desired  to  impart  in- I  of  the  Chief  Secretary  that  for  educational 
struction  in  English  or  in  anything  else  !  purposes  it  was  desirable  to  insist  on  the 
to  a  boy  brought  up  in  an  Irish-speaking  \  bilingual  instruction,  they  had  got  as  far 
home,  it  could  be  done  satisfactorily  only  as  they  were  likely  to  get  with  advantage, 
by  addressing  him  in  the  language  with  The  debate  which  had  taken  place  would 
which  he  was  familiar.  He  trusted  that  j  probably  do  a  great  deal  of  good  in 
as  the  result  of  the  debate  effective  steps  enabling  the  Government  to  insist  upon 
would  speedily  be  taken  to  carry  such  a  .  increased  efficacy  in  the  bilingual  process 
desirable  proposal  into  practice,  and  that  i    r    .     .       ..  i        ...     °,    ,      T  .  L 

lL    ,.,.     r  i1      .         r  •    *      I-  i  j  '  of    instruction,    and     with     that     Irish 

the  bilingual  system  of  instruction  would  ,  AT      .  \ , 

be  established  in  those  parts  which  were  ;  Members  should  be   content,  as  it  was 
characterised  as  chiefly  Irish-speaking  dis- '  not  possible  to  push  the  question  further 
tricts.       But    when    one    came    to    the  { in  the  direction  they  had  indicated  with 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 
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any  advantage,  either  educationally    or 
commercially,  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 


Mr.  CREAN  (Queen's  County,  Ossory) 
complained  that  Members  aid  not  fully 
realise  the  demand  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. They  did  not  desire  to  insist  upon 
Irish  being  taught  to  all  children  ;  it  was 
,  to  be  optional  for  those  attending  the 
schools  whether  or  not  they  received  the 
instruction.  The  people  had  a  right  to 
demand  the  particular  studies  they  wished 
to  have  taken  up,  and  the  reasonable  de- 
mand they  now  made  should  not  be  denied. 
If  the  English  people  demanded  with  the 
same  unanimity  as  the  Irish  people  had 
done  the  encouragement  of  any  particular 
study,  neither  the  House  of  Commons  nor 
any  Board  subordinate  to  it  would  dare 
to  withstand  that  demand  for  even  twenty- 
four  hours.  Were  the  Government  going 
to  deny  that  which  would  raise  the  social 
standing  of  the  Irish  people  in  the  world  ? 
Why  was  not  a  similar  course  adopted  in 
regard  to  Scotland  and  Wales  ?  What 
reason  was  there  for  treating  Ireland 
differently  from  those  two  countries  1 
Fifty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  people  on  the 
western  seaboard  of  Ireland  were  Irish- 
speaking  people,  and  why  should  their 
native  tongue  be  treated  in  this  way  ?  If 
the  House  of  Commons  had  not  the  power 
to  compel  the  National  Board  to  adopt  a 
different  policy  in  this  respect,  the  sooner 
a  Bill  was  brought  in  for  the  purpose  the 
better.  That  fossilised  Board  should  be 
done  away  with,  and  a  representative 
Board  established  which  should  be  respon- 
sible to  the  country,  and  then  the  people 
would  be  able  to  get  that  education  which 
would  raise  their  social  and  educational 
standing,  and  make  them  what  they 
should  be  and  were  before  the  English 
nation  took  them  in  hand — namely,  as 
intelligent  and  as  educated  a  people  as 
were  to  be  found  in  any  civilised  country 
on  the  face  of  the  earth. 


Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid),  as 
representing  the  district  possessing  the 
largest  number  of  Irish-speaking  people, 
supported  the  demand  now  being  put 
forward.  There  were  places  in  county 
Cork  where  as  many  as  92  per  cent,  of 
the  people  were  Irish-speaking,  and  to 
whom,  therefore,  this  matter  was  one  of 


762: 
He  had 


very  considerable  importance, 
again  and  again  come  across  cases  in 
which  the  children  did  not  understand 
what  was  attempted  to  be  imparted  to 
them  by  National  school  teachers  who  were* 
not  versed  in  the  Irish  language.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  supposed  to  "boss"  the  National 
Board,  but,  apparently,  the  National 
Board  "  bossed  "  the  Chief  Secretary.  It 
was  merely  another  case  of  the  tail  wag- 
ging the  dog  instead  of  the  dog  wagging, 
the  tail.  The  hon.  Member  for  York  had 
urged  that  French  or  German,  rather  than 
Irish,  should  be  taught  in  primary  schools. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  any  boy  learning 
French  or  German  systematically,  and  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  speak  the 
language,  even  in  the  great  public  schools 
of  England  1  The  classes  in  which  those 
languages  were  supposed  to  be  taught 
were  usually  the  romping-grounds  in 
which  the  boys  made  game  of  the  masters,. 
French  or  German,  as  the  case  might  be. 
It  was,  therefore,  absolutely  ridiculous  to- 
suggest  that  French  or  German  could  be- 
taught  in  the  National  schools.  He  was 
surprised  that  the  hon.  and  learned  M  em- 
ber for  East  Down  should  run  down  the 
teaching  of  Irish,  seeing  that  he  had  been 
at  Queen's  College,  Galway. 


Mr.  RENTOUL  said  there  was  a  Chair 
of  Celtic  at  Queen's  College,  Galway,  but 
there  were  no  students,  and  the  professor 
ultimately  died  in  the  workhouse. 


Dr.  TANNER  (continuing)  said  that 
Irish  was  deeply  studied  in  most  of  the 
universities  in  Germany,  many  of  the 
very  best  scholars  -coming  from  that 
country,  and  it  was  time  something  should 
be  done  in  Ireland  itself.  Was  there 
always  to  be  this  vendetta  1  Was  it  simply 
because  it  was  Irish  that  it  was  not 
taught  ?  Was  there  some  malign  under- 
hand influence  at  work  1  Was  the  object 
to  crush  out  the  language  ?  If  that  was 
the  case  the  purpose  would  never  be 
achieved,  as  the  movement  in  favour  of 
this  demand  was  growing  day  by  day. 
At  the  present  time  numbers  of  people 
who  had  never  given  much  attention  to 
this  matter  were  now  taking  it  up  heart 
and  soul,  and  although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   might  affect  to  despise  the 
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minority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
would  not  bo  able  to  despise  the  aspira- 
tions of  a  united  people  to  preserve  their 
beloved  and  living  language. 


Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  would 
not  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  express 
my  opinion  on  this  subject  in  company 
with  my  colleagues  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  quali- 
fied teachers  of  Irish  are  now  available  in 
Ireland.  But,  apart  from  that,  we  have  a 
number  of  the  higher  classes  in  Ireland  who 
are  qualified  to  teach  Irish.  The  Gaelic 
League  have  done  me  the  honour  to  elect 
me  one  of  its  vice-presidents.  I  regret 
that  I  was  not  able  in  my  younger  days 
to  learn  Irish,  but  within  the  last  two  or 
three  months,  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say,  I 
have  received  my  first  lessons  in  the 
Celtic  language,  and  many  of  us  wish 
that  such  opportunities  had  been  available 
in  the  past.  It  is  said  that  this  is  a  very 
mischievous  movement  for  labouring 
men.  I  know  a  case  of  a  labouring  man 
who  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Gaelic 
League,  and  who,  when  his  day's  labour 
is  over,  givo3  his  services  gratuitously  in 
teaching  Irish  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  his 
neighbourhood.  I  think  the  time  has 
come  when  the  Government  should  make 
some  concession  in  this  matter.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  single  parish  in  the 
county  of  Kerry  in  which  public  meetings 
have  not  been  held  in  favour  of  the  bilin- 
gual system  of  education.  I  believe  the 
discussion  to-night  will  do  good  yet ;  and 
the  Irish  Members  have  done  their  duty 
nobly  in  pushing  forward  the  claims  of 
the  Gaelic  League. 


Mr.  SHKK  (Waterford,  W.) :  On  very 
few  subjects  has  there  been  displayed 
such  intimate  knowledge  in  reference  to 
the  question  at  issue,  or  with  the  facts 
connected  with  the  movement,  as  has  been 
shown  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  referred  to  the 
fact  that  in  his  constituency  there  are 
14,000  Irish-speaking  people,  and  claimed 
that  that  was  a  higher  number  than  in 
any  other.  Although  I  represent  a  con- 
stituency in  the  centre  of  the  south-west 
of  Ireland,  the  number  of  Irish-speaking 
people  is  double  that  of  Mid  Cork. 

Dr.  Tanner. 


Dr.  TANNER :  What  I  said  w<w  that 
54  per  cent,  of  my  constituents  speak 
Irish. 


Mr.  SHEE :  In  West  Waterford  the 
total  population  is  35,000,  and  the  num- 
ber of  Irish-speaking  people  is  28,000,  or 
75  par  cent.,  and  therd  is  a  vary  great 
desire  on  the  part  uf  all  these  people  to 
be  educated  in  their  own  language.  I  am 
afraid   I   cannot    coincide  in   the  praise 

fiven  to  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretarr. 
think  a  too   liberal  interpretation  has 
been  given  to  it.     As  I  understand  it  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  prepared  to 
concede  bilingual  teaching,    but  only  to 
concur  in  any  action    of   the  National 
Board  of  Education  which  will  permit 
the    use    of     Irish     in     Irish  -  speaking 
districts     for   the   purpose    of   enabling 
pupils    to  get  a  knowledge   of  English. 
That  is  an  altogether  different  thine  from 
a  bilingual  system  of  education.     The  de- 
mand is,  that  not  merely  shall  instruction 
be  given  in  English  through  the  medium 
of  Irish,  but  that  Irish  shall  be  taught  as 
an  independent  subject.     I  believe  that 
the  Chief    Secretary    has  not   said  one 
word  in  the  direction  that  he  is  prepared 
to  encourage  the  teaching  of  Irish  in  the 
schools  as  a  separate  subject  ;  and  if  that 
is  true  it  is  apparent  that  a  malign  in- 
fluence is  at  work  and  a  desire  to  prevent 
the  education  of  Irish   children  in  their 
own  language.     A  protest  shoidd  be  made 
from  theso  benches  against  the  scheme  of 
the  Government,  and  I  hope  that  that 
protest  will  be  made  effective      J    have 
been  in  the  House  for  five  years,  and  for 
the  first  time  during  that  period  I  have 
received  pressing    invitations    from    my 
constituents  to   be  in    my    place  during 
this  debate.     That  is  only  one  of  the  evi- 
dences of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  very 
widespread  desire  that  this  subject  should 
be  treated  as  one  of  importance,  and  that 
the    Government    should,    with    all    the 
energy  at  our  command,  be  urged  to  bring 
about  what  we  aim  at.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  no  power  at  present  to  do 
what  we  want,  he  has  the  whole  strength 
of  the  Government  at  his  back,  and  there 
,  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  enforcing 
his  opinion  on  the  Board  by  a  Bill  of  one 
clause.     There  is  no  parity  between  the 
question  of  the  study  of  French  or  Ger- 
m-iu  in  schools  and  that  of  the  study  of 
Irish.     It  is  not  a  question  of  compelling 
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child  to  learn  Irish,  or  the  parents  of 
children,  or  the  managers  of  schools, 
•ovide  for  the  study  of  the  Irish  lan- 
;e ;  but  simply  of  enabling  the  children 
e  taught  in  Irish,  if  they  and  their 
nts  wish  it.  I  am  sorry  at  the  narrow 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  attach  too 
1  importance  to  the  allegations  of  the 
t>  hon.  Gentleman  who  represents  the 
srnment  on  these  occasions.  Although 
)clared  there  is  no  political  element 
tis  matter,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
3  a  very   narrow  view   of  it.     His 


view  is  steely  cold,  and  his  attitude  can- 
l  not  be  described  as  sympathetic.  I  hope 
'  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  gained  a 
I  little  education  this  evening,  and  that 
|  when  he  addresses  the  House  on  this  sub- 
i  ject  again  he  will  be  able  to  adopt  a  more 

sympathetic  attitude. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided  : — Ayes,    70  ; 
Noes,  104.     (Division  List  No.  228.) 


AYES. 


ham,  W.  (Cork,  N.  E.) 

rose,  Robert 

d,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

iw,  John  Emmott 

r,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 

3,  Edward 

a,  Thomas  Dolling 

:,  John 

veil,  James 

¥,  James  Laurence 

ill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 

oing,  Francis  Allston 

;y,  John  Joseph 

nine,  Andrew 

i,  Eugene 

r,  Daniel 

in,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

in,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

,  James 

.el,  James  Henry 

a,  John 

an,  P.  C. 

s,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

ch,  Peter 

,  William  (Dublin) 


Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  lit.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hemphill,  Rt.  'Hon. Charles H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Law  son,  Sir   vV.  (Cumb'land) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDounell,  Dr.  M.  A.  (Qn'sCo. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 


Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Murnaghan,  George 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O' Kelly,  James 
O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  ( Hawick  B. ) 
Shee,  James  John 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westineath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


NOES. 


l,  Sir  William  Reynell 
d-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
tson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
ur,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
or.Rt.  Hn.G.W.  (Leeds) 
iry,  Frederick  George 
i,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Charles 

lell,  Colonel  Heury 
ick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
ier,  John  George 
idish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbys. 
be r lain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. 
be  r  lain,  J.  Aus&en(  Worc'r 
I  in,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
ington, ,  Spencer 
»gs  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
l  b.  Sir  J  ohnCharlesReady 
>n,  J  has.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
>n,  Viscount 
iith,  Earl  of 


Dairy mple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Ed  ward 
Fergusson,  Rt.  H.Sir  J.  (Man. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRobertPenrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Go  Ids  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  Jo  tin  Edward 
Gorsr,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 


Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Han  bury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  VV. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Lawrence.SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks. ) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Win.  Edw.  H. 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'n8'a 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumining 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Massey-Main waring,  Hn.  W.F 
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Middleniore,  J.  Throgiuorton 
Milward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan, Hn.  F.  (Moninouthsh. 
Monell,  George  Herbert 
Mortoii,ArthurH.A(Deiitford) 
Murray,  lit.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Huto) 
Murray,  Charles.).  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyiulhaiii(liath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Phill  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunketr,  Kt.  Hon.  Horuee  (\ 
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Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul.  James  Alexander 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herliert(Hacknev) 
Russell,  T.  \V.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Saunderson,  RtHonColEdw.J. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Stun  lev,  Hon  Arthur(Onnskirk  i 
Stewaft^SirMarkJ.M'Tamjart  ; 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  N. 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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Tollemaehe,  Henry  Jtnai 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Warde.  Lt.-CoL  C.  E.  (Km, 
Welby.Lt.Col.AX.EiTutt'i 
Wilson,  John  ( Falkirk i 
Wudeuoase,Kt.Hn.E.K.iBuk 
Wrijjhtaon,  Thomu 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyn  ham,  George 
Yerbargh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  ind 
Mr.  Anat  rather. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mn.  JOHN  KKDMOND:  I  think  the 
Committee  will  agree  with  me  that  it 
wouU  be  futile,  at  this  time  of  the 
morning,  to  inaugurate  a  discussion  on  the 
new  scheme  of  primary  education  in 
Ireland.  Up  to  the  present  we  have  dis- 
cussed only  one  point,  and  the  broad 
scheme  has  not  l>een  discussed  at  all.  We 
are  in  an  unfortunate  position  with 
reference  to  these  new  rules.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  have  not  yet  had  them  in  full. 
We  have  had  what  may  be  described  as  a 
summary  of  the  rules,  but  even  that  was 
only  put  into  our  hands  a  few  days  ago. 
I  make  no  accusation  against  the  Irish 
Government  in  the  matter.  I  think  they 
desired  to  give  us  the  information  as 
early  as  possible,  but  still  we  did  not 
receive  it  as  early  as  we  ought  to  have 
received  it.  It  has  l>een  practically  im- 
possible for  us  to  gather  opinion  in  Ireland 
in  reference  to  this  new  scheme  in  the  few 
days  that  have  elapsed  since  the  summary 
wu*  published,  and  to  imagine  that  we  can 
usefully  initiate  a  discussion  now  on  the 
new  scheme  of  primary  education  in  Ire- 
land is  absurd.  A  number  of  very  grave 
questions  arise  in  connection  with  the 
scheme  which  affect  not  only  the  general 
interests  of  education  in  Ireland,  but  also 
the  position  of  the  National  teachers, 
which  we  naturally  ought  to  protect,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  at  this  hour  to 
adequately  discuss  them.  I  would  repeat 
to  the  Government  a  suggestion  which 
was  made  in  connection  with  the  subject 
of  Intermediate  education  in  Ireland 
yesterday — namely,  that  ample  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  us  to  discuss 
this  question  also.  I  would  make  an 
earnest  appeal  to  the  Government  to  give 
us  an  undertaking  that  we  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  what  amounts 


to  a  revolution  in  the  system  of  primary 
education  in  Ireland.  If  we  gee  that  under- 
taking 1  would  be  in  favour  of  taking  no 
discussion  on  the   new  rules  to-night.   I 
do  not  think  we  have  sufficient  informir 
tion  to  enable  us  to  usefully  discuss  them. 
The  discussion  could  not  be  reported,  and 
would  net  give  any   satisfaction  to  the 
classes    interested    in     this    subject    in 
Ireland.     We  are  discussing  not  a  poli- 
tical question  at  all,  but  a  change  in  the 
whole  primary  system  of    education  in 
Ireland.     It  is  essential  that  this  discus- 
sion shoidd    be  taken  under  conditions 
which  would  render  it  useful  and  effective, 
and  I  would    most    earnestly  appeal  to 
the  Government  to  give  us  an  assurance 
that    an  adequate    opportunity  will  be 
afforded  us  to  discuss  this  revolution  in 
the  system  of  primary  and  intermediate 
1  education  in   Ireland.      I  would  suggest 
]  that  we  ought  to  adjourn  the  discussion 
•  on  the  primary  education  changes,  and  wait 
|  for  that  adequate  opportunity  when  ve 
|  will  have  sutticient  information  about  the 
!  changes  in  our  possession  to  enable  us  to 
1  discuss  them  reasonably.     I  have  always 
found  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
;  has   been   anxious  to  take  a  reasonable 
:  view,  and,  so  far  as  consistent   with  his 
;  position,  to  meet  the  convenience  of  Irish 
;  Members.      I  would  press  upon  him  that 
,  our  claim  is  reasonable,  and  might  fairly 
.  be  met.     A  discussion  taken  now  would 
1  necessarily  be  imperfect,  and  inevitably 
I  followed  by  further  discussion  later  on. 
'  I  would  put  it  to  him  that  it  would  be  to 
the  interest  of  the  Irish  Members,  and  of 
1  general  education  in  Ireland,  to  accede  to 
our  request. 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  Manchester, 
R):  I  had  hoped  that  opportunity 
might  have   been  found    for    discussing 
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I  recognise  is  a  most    important  i 
don,  but  I  am  aware   that  another 
will   occupy  the  attention   of  th-; 
ittee.  I  also  recognise  that  possibly  \ 
i  is  too  early  a  stage  on  which  to  take  I 
ful  discussion  of  the  rules,  which  have  ] 
}  been  in  operation  for  any  length  of 
and  are  not  in  the  hands   of  hon. 
atlemen.     I  have  no  doubt  that  when 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  now  report  this 
Resolution  to  the  House." — (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.) 


Mr.  JOHN    REDMOND :    There  are 


next  session  comes  round  hon.  Gentle-  \  other  Votes  on  the  Paper  ;  and  I  did  not 

understand  that  these  would  not  be  taken. 
According  to  the  prevalent  idea  this  is  the 
last  occasion  on  which  we  will  have  the 
Irish  Estimates  in  Committee.  But  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  a  position  to 
give  us  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
other  Votes  on  the  Paper  we  might  report 
progress.  The  next  Vote  deals  with  the 
industrial  schools,  in  which  profound 
4&  great  importance,  and  one  on  which  |  interest  is  taken  in  Ireland.  If  the 
~  "        ~  «•  -       motion  to  report  progress  is  made  I  shall 

oppose  it. 


will  have  the  advantage  of  a  more 
Bite  acquaintance  with  the  wording  i 

Itif  the  rules,  and  some  experience  of  how  I 
rules  have  been  working.      Under  i 

£  time   circumstances  I  admit  there  is  a ! 

L  great  deal  that  is  reasonable  and  impres- ! 

|*RYe  in  the  appeal  of  the  hon  Gentleman.  ! 

P  I  cannot  make  a  definite  promise  for  next  | 
rion,  but  I  d  >  admit  that  the  subject  is 


Gentlemen  from  Ireland  may  well  be 
anxious  for  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  do 
ererything  I  can,  at  a  more  convenient 
period,  to  give  every  facility  for  that 
discussion.  With  that  assurance  perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  now  allow  us  to 
take  the  Vote. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  The  point 
is  this,  that  these  new  rules  have  to  be 
on  the  Table  for  a  certain  time,  and  it  is 
within  the  province  of  any  Member  to 
raise  a  discussion  upon  them  then.  I 
think  that  a  whole  evening  might  be 
adequately  devoted  to  the  discussion  of 
the  new  rules  on  primary  and  inter- 
mediate education.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman says  he  is  not  in  a  position  to  give 
a  definite  pledge  for  next  session.  Pos- 
sibly not ;  the  next  session  may  be  the 
first  session  of  a  different  Parliament.  If 
I  understand  his  statement  aright,  subject 
to  that  limitation,  he  recognises  that  my 
request  is  a  reasonable  one,  and  that 
such  adequate  discussion  as  I  have  indi- 
cated will  be  granted.  If  so,  I  would  ex- 
press myself  as  satisfied. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  possible, 
of  course,  that  some  further  opportunity 
might  occur  before  the  present  session 
closes.  But  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  very 
probable,  and  I  cannot  hold  out  any* 
pledge.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires 
any  further  discussion  to-night  I  will 
meet  his  wishes ;  but  I  am  very  unwilling 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  sit  up  late. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  It  would  be 
better  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
hold  out  to  us  some  hope  that  some  time 
would  be  given  before  the  end  Nof  the 
session  to  discuss  this  Industrial  School 
Vote.  I  do  not  say  that  a  whole  evening 
should  be  devoted  to  it,  but  if  he  would 
give  us  some  opportunity  we  might  ad- 
journ now.  It  would,  however,  be  better 
to  have  some  discussion  now  than  none 
at  all. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  What  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  asked  for  is  practically 
that  the  discussion  should  occupy  a  whole 
night.  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  prevent 
the  intermediate  education  rules  being 
discussed  at  the  fag  end  of  the  evening. 
The  new  rules  for  primary  education 
would  come  on  in  the  ordinary  course. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  made  a 
statement  early  in  the  session  in  regard 
to  this  Industrial  Schools  Vote,  and  I 
understood  that  he  undertook  to  look  into 
the  matter  to  see  whether  some  ameliora- 
tion of  the  circular  in  regard  to  Industrial 
schools  could  not  be  made.  We  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  learning  his  views 
on  the  subject.  If  he  could  make  some 
statement  on  the  position  now  we  would 
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be  thankful  to  him,  and  it  may  be  that  of  the  House.  The  whole  action  of 
it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  any  the  Chief  Secretary  has  been  most 
lengthened  discussion.  "     singular  in  this  uncalled  for  interference 

with  a  system  which  was  working  well— 
an  interference,  too,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  no  or>  run  counter  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
jection  to  this  Vote  being  taken,  provided  !  Ireland,  and  to  upset  and  threaten  with 
the  discussion  is  not  too  long;  and  there- ;  destruction  a  system  which  has  done  an 
fore  I  will  not  now  move  to  report  pro- '  enormous  amount  of  good  in  Irelani 
gress.  ]  This  circular  was  issued  on  1st  October. 

!  1898,   and  I  raised   the  question  in  the 

;  House  for  the  first  time  in    February 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  I  1899      Qn  that  occasion  the  Chief  Secre- 

;  tar}' referred  to  the  O'Conor  Don  and  some 
Class  III.  |  other  authorities  as  inferentiallyappro\ing 

|  of  the  circular.  But  he  will  remember 
2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro-  j  himself  that  shortly  after  that  debate  a 
posed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  |  most  influential  deputation,  of  which  the 
£54,767,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  I  O'Conor  Don  was  a  member,  J  waited 
complete  a  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  j  upon  him,  and  pressed  upon  him  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- :  enormous  injury  which  was  being  inflicted 
mont  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st ;  upon  the  industrial  school  system  by 
day  of  March,  1901,  for  the  Expenses  of  that  circular.  The  theory  of  the  circular 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  j  i8>  that  a  child  in  Ireland,  before  it  u 
Ireland."  j  admitted     into     an    industrial     school 

■  must    be    in    some    way    contaminated. 

|  The  only  information  we  could  extract 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon.  j  f r0m  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  previous 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  has  not  |  debates  as  a  reason  for  his  extraordinary 
answered  my  question.  Would  he  state  |  departure  from  practice  was  that  certain 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  that  he  promised  i  children  were  admitted  to  the  industrial 
to  make  earlier  in  the  session  1  J  schools  who  would  be  excluded  under  a 

:  more  stringent  interpretation  of  the  Act 

!  Mark  what  was  done.  For  eighteen  years 
Mil.  G.  W.  BALFOUK :  1  do  not  ;  the  industrial  schools  system  was  working 
know  exactly  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  ,  jn  Ireland,  and  until  the  right  hon. 
refers  to.  It  is  possible  that  I  may  have  j  Gentleman  came  into  office  it  bad  been 
promised  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  .  the  accepted  system  of  the  country  and 
session  that  I  would  look  further  into  >  had  worked  untold  good.  Juvenile  crime 
the  question  of  whether  anything  could  j  was  almost  annihilated  by  this  system 
be  done  by  legislation  this  session  in  con-  ,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  worked, 
nection  with  pauper  children.  But  there  \  and  even  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  been  no  opportunity  of  introducing  ;  were  right  in  his  interpretation,  although 
or  even  of  considering  any  such  legisla- ;  I  think  he  might  be  a  little  more 
tion.  j  modest,  seeing    that   it  was  the    estab- 

;  lished   practice    for    eighteen    years,  he 

!  ought      to       have     left     well      alone. 

Mil.   DILLON:  I  must  say  that  I  am  :  When   he  was    convinced    by   his  legal 

amazed   at  the  statement   of    the    Chief  |  advisers  that  the  magistrates  were  giving 

Secretary  that  his  further  experience  of    «•  rather  too  liberal  interpretation  to  the 

tho  working  of  the  circular  in  regard  to    Act  he  could  either  have  left  the  system 

.    !      ®.  i      i      1  i  i  r     _     : — which  he  found  working  ad mirablv-- 

ihe   industrial  schools  has  been  favour- :    ,  x  , ,  ,         .   .&  ,        , 

tin,   iiiuuwi  alone,  or  he  could  have  introduced  a  one- 

aide.      All   I   can   say  is,  that  accorc -  ■  ^^  m  ^  &mend  ^  ^ 

iiig  to  the  information  at  our  disposal,  ,  i(j  ^  harm         ^  ^  m      ^ 

tho  experience  of  those  responsible  for  ;  hn_„vpr  igslled  hia  -.j-,.!....  thp  flff(W.t  of 
tho  industrial  schools  has  been  more  and  |  n0™er>  18sued  ■»«  circular,  the  effect  ot 
more  unfavourable  in  regard  to  it  as  time  .  whlch  l  wlU  exPla,n  to  the  Committee 
gt»o*  on.  Tho  history  of  this  transaction  i  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured 
will  bo  in  the  memory  of  many  Members  !  to  make  out  that  the  O'Conor  Don  took 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 
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tke  8amo  view  as  be  did  as  to  the  policy 
and  intention  of  the  Act.  On  Tuesday, 
98th  November,  1899,  a  large  and  repre- 
:  Mutative  deputation  waited  on  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  their  views  before  him  as  to  the 
liord  Lieutenant's  circular.  Amongst 
those  present  was  the  O'Conor  Den,  and, 
in  the  course  of  a  lengthy  speech,  he 
■aid — 

••  It  was  he  who  introduced  the  Industrial 
School  Bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  in  1867, 
and  succeeded  in  having  it  passed  into  law  in 
1868.  About  fifteen  years  ago  a  Royal  Com- 
mission was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Act.  Every  result  then  known 
with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Act  was 
made  known  to  that  Commission,  but  fifteen 
years  passed  after  the  Report  was  made  before 
any  change  came.  Last  year  a  circular  was 
famed  which,  whatever  it  was  intended  to  do, 
had  the  effect  of  making  a  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  administration  of  the  Act.  It 
would  be  sworn  that  if  the  Act  was  adminis- 
tered in  the  future  as  it  had  been  lately  the 
effect  would  be  disastrous  among  the  schools  of 
the  country.  The  intentions  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  were  not  the  interpretations  which 
the  magistrates  were  placing  on  the  circular. 
He  did  not  hold  that  the  circular  forced  the 
interpretation  which  was  being  put  upon  it. 
They  had  taken  the  view  that  destitution 
alone  was  no  longer  any  element  for  commit- 
ting to  industrial  schools,  and  that  they  were 
to  inquire  into  the  antecedents  of  the  children, 
and  satisfy  themselves  that  if  the  children 
were  not  sent  to  school  they  would  fall  into 
crime.  That  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Act. 
It  was  intended  also  to  provide  for  children 
who,  by  the  destitution  or  incapacity  of  their 
parents,  might  fall  into  crime." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  O'Conor  Don. 
Mark  now  what  the  dispute  is.      Accord- 1 
ing  to  the  circular,  a  child  must  be  proved  j 
to  have  disreputable  or  criminal  parents,  j 
or  he  must  be  an  associate  of  criminals —  i 
that  is  to  say,  contaminated — before  he  is  ' 
to  be  given  the  saving  grace  of  the  indus-  j 
trial    schools    system   in    Ireland.     The  i 
principle  of   prevention   has   been   alto-  ! 
gether  destroyed  by  this  circular,  and  we  [ 
are  no  longer  permitted  to  assume  that  i 
a  child  found  in  a  state  of  destitution  and  { 
without  sufficient  guardianship  is  likely  | 
to  fall  into  crime.     That  is  no  longer  a  \ 
sufficient  ground  to  commit  according  to 
the  circular.     Now  see  the  result.   When 
in  a  previous  debate  it  was  asserted  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  dictating 
to  magistrates  in  Ireland,  he  said  he  had 
no    such    intention,     that    the    circular 
was    not    in    the    nature  of    an    order, 
and  was  only  a  reminder  of  the  view  taken 


j  by  the  authorities  as  to  the  true  interpreter 
tion  of  the  Act.  Certain  magistrates, 
having  obtained  the  information  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  circular 
was  not  intended  to  coerce,  very  properly,, 
as  I  think,  continued  to  commit  children 
as  they  had  done  for  eighteen  years ;. 
but  the  Chief  Secretary  immediately 
discharged  them,  and  the  discretion 
of  the  magistrates  was  defeated.  The 
bishops  of  Ireland  have  taken  this  matter 
up,  and  take  the  view  that  we  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee.  We  have  been 
bombarded  with  complaints  from  the 
managers  of  these  schools,  pointing  out 
the  serious  loss,  and,  in  some  cases,  even 
the  utter  destruction,  which  will  follow  if 
the  system  is  persisted  in,  and  there- 
fore we  are  bound  to  take  every 
possible  opportunity  of  bringing 
this  gigantic  evil  before  Parliament. 
In  preparation  for  this  debate  the  hon.. 
Member  for  Waterford,  having  had  the 
great  gravity  and  importance  of  this 
matter  brought  under  his  notice,  issued 
a  circular  to  the  managers  of  these  schools, 
asking  how  the  system  would  affect  them, 
and  received  several  replies  from  very 
responsible  persons.  The  Rev.  James 
Hamill,  P.P.,  corresponding  manager  of 
St.  Patrick's  Female  Industrial  School 
and  the  Sacred  Heart  Industrial  School,, 
Belfast,  writes  as  follows — 

"  We  have  now  thirty  vacant  places  in  the 
Sacred  Heart  School,  although  Belfast  swarms 
with  children  who  are  fit  subjects  for  admis- 
sion. The  practical  result  of  the  circular  will 
be,  in  a  short  time,  the  closing  of  many  of  the 
schools,  and  the  rendering  of  the  remainder 
less  able  to  continue  the  work  they  have 
undertaken." 

I  need  hardly  say  that  before  the  cir- 
cular was  issued  the  difficulty  was  to- 
find  places  for  the  applicants.  Sister  M. 
de  Sales  McGeeney,  of  the  Lurgan  Indus- 
trial School,  writes — 

"  Our  school  is  going  down  since  the  issue 
of  the  recent  circular.  In  a  few  years  our 
school,  built  at  great  expense,  and  still  in  debt,, 
would  be  empty.  Considering  how  few  schools 
exist  in  the  north,  this  would  be  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  the  poor.'' 

That  brings  me  to  another  point.  These 
schools  have  been  built  by  religious  com- 
munities at  great  expense,  and  it  is  really 
monstrous,  where  local  charitable  re- 
sources have  been  called  into  play,  that 
this  circular  should    not   only   ruin  the 
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schools  and  injure  the  poor,  but  render 
these  magnificent  buildings  useless  for  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  erected.  I 
•  do  not  believe  that  in  the  whole  world 
there  was  such  an  admirable  industrial 
system  as  in  Ireland.  It  was  a  pleasure 
to  go  through  the  schools,  the  children 
were  so  well  cared  for  and  so  cheerful  and 
happy.  The  manager  of  the  Sunday's 
Well  School  writes — 

"It  seems  quite  evident  that  if  children 
similar  to  those  who  have  l>een  formerly  com- 
mitted are  now  deprived  of  the  safeguard  of 
industrial  schools,  they  will  of  necessity 
become  criminals,  for  a  starving  child  will 
-steal." 

Then  the  manager  of  one  of  the  great 
Dublin  schools  writes — 

"The  numbers  in  the  schools  are  so  fast 
going  down  that  a  very  few  years,  perhaps  not 
more  than  four  or  live,  will  put  an  end  to  most 
of  them.  And  the  pity  of  it  all !  The  schools 
are  there — have  been  an  acknowledged  success 
— but  they  are  to  be  shut  up,  the  children 
made,  perhaps,  paupers  or  criminals  of,  in  pre- 
ference to  changing  the  words  of  a  lejjal  docu- 
ment.    What  an  enlightened  age  we  live  in  !" 

I  really  think  that  language  is  justified. 
All  these  schools  have,  as  I  have  said, 
been  instrumental  in  almost  abolishing 
juvenile  crime  in  Ireland.  Sister  Jones, 
of  the  St.  Joseph's  Industrial  School, 
says — 

•'  Committals  have  virtually  ceased  since  the 
Usue  of  this  mischievous  circular  from  the 
Castle  authorities  to  the  magistrates  in  Octo- 
ber, 1898.  and  consequently  we  have  always 
several  vacancies.  At  present  there  are 
twenty-three,  and  that  numl>er  is  likelv  to  l>e 
doubled  before  the  close  of  the  year.  Of  course 
this  is  a  serious  financial  loss,  as  the  general 
expenses  of  the  establishment  must  be  Kept  up 
the  same." 


From    Clifden,     Sister 
writes — 


Mary     Reville 


"  Should  the  present  restrictions  on  admis- 
sion to  industrial  schools  continue  to  be  en- 
forced, the  country  schools,  especially  those  in 
our  mountainous  districts,  will  very  soon  be 
wrecked.  If  the  police  are  to  judge  the  fitness 
of  the  applicant  for  admission,  and  not  the 
magistrates,  it  can  easily  be  seen  how  this  fact 
must  thwart  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
first  framers  of  the  law,  which  hitherto  worked 
so  happily  in  Ireland." 

The  manager  of  Newtonforbes,  Longford 
County,  writes — 

"  We  are  going  down  in   numbers  rapidly. 

Certified  for  145  children,  we  have  twenty-one 

•  vacancies,  and  are  likely  to  have  as  many  more 

Mr.  Dillon. 


before  the  year  clones.  To  balance  this  ire  hart 
no  prospects  of  fresh  committals.  We  eonaider 
the  Castle  circular  has  proved  most  detrimental, 
so  far  as  the '  committal  of  children1  clause  is 
concerned.  Some  children  have  already  bcea 
discharged  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  after 
having  been  in  the  institution  for  short  periods, 
and  no  reason  for  such  action  was  made  known 
to  us.  We  have  done  much  to  farther  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  our  children,  and  hare 
spared  no  expense  to  fit  them  for  the  fntnre  in 
every  way.  We  have  spent  over  £12,0*)  of 
our  funds  (not  Government  money)  to  erect 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  our  chil- 
dren, acting  under  the  belief  that  the  in*tiui- 
tion  was  never  to  fail.  How  is  this  enormous 
sum  to  come  back  to  us,  now  that  there  is  no 
better  prospect  in  view  than  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  our  industrial  schools  ?  It  is  a  startling 
consideration. " 

I  might  go  on  multiplying  these  cases, 
but  I  stop  thero.  I  am  astonished  that 
the  Government  should  persist  in  this 
circular.  What  is  the  object  J  Is  it,  de- 
liberately against  the  whole  public 
opinion  of  Ireland,  to  wreck  a  system 
which  any  Government  ought  to  be  proad 
of — a  system  whose  object  is  to  take 
children  off  the  streets  of  the  cities  and 
towns  of  Ireland  and  put  them  into 
schools  where  they  are  trained  to  earn 
their  bread  under  the  care  of  self  sacri- 
ficing women  and  men  who  for  the  most 
part  work  for  nothing,  and  devote  the 
whole  of  their  lives  to  this  mission,  and 
afterwards  to  plant  these  children 
out  under  happy  conditions  so  as  to  give 
them  a  chance  in  life?  If  this  system 
were  left  alone  these  children  would  be- 
come self-respecting  and  self-supporting 
members  of  society  ;  but  if  it  is  wrecked 
the  children  will  be  permitted  to  run 
about  the  town  serving  an  apprenticeship 
to  crime.  A  more  insane  policy  I  never 
heard  of.  The  Chief  Secretary  dropped 
a  hint  to  the  deputation  which  waited 
upon  him,  and  also  in  the  debate  in  the 
House,  that  he  thought  under  a  lax 
administration  of  the  law  an  undue  burden 

;  had  been  thrown  on  the  Treasury;  that  is 
to  say  that  under  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law  some  of  these  children  ought  not  to 
have  been  received  into  the  industrial 
schools,  as  they  had  been  a  drain  on  the 
British  Treasury  in  a  total  sum  of  a  few 
thousand  pounds.  I  put  the  question, 
what  is  to  become  of  these  children,  and 
where  are  they  to  go  to  ?  If  they  are 
the  children  of  parents  whose  circum- 
stances    are     such     that     they     ought 

|  to  take  care  of  their  own  children 
but  wickedly  do   not,   the    law  should 
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compel  them  to  do  so ;  and  if  the  law  is 
lot  strong  enough  for  that  at  present,  let 
ihe  law  l)e  strengthened.  But  if  the 
[Murents  have  been  reduced  to  poverty, 
nther  through  misfortune  or  sickness, 
und  have  no  means  to  support  their  chil- 
dren, why  should  not  these  children  be 
pat  into  industrial  schools  instead  of 
allowing  them  to  wander  about  the 
itreets  to  be  placed  in  the  workhouse, 
where  they  get  the  workhouse  taint  \ 
The  result  of  this  circular  is  that  the 
income  of  some  of  the  industrial  schools 
has  dropped  £7,000  or  £8,000  a  year. 
The  only  object  of  the  circular  seems  to 
he  to  save  the  capitation  grant  of  5s.  for 
each  child.  I  contend  that  there  was  no 
expenditure  in  Ireland  which  was  more 
profitable,  and  I  appeal  on  that  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  because  by 
striking  at  the  tap-root  of  crime  in  the 
country  there  was  a  saving  to  the 
Government  of    the  expenditure  of  ini- 

K 'soiling  these  children  in  after  life. 
erefore,  I  maintain  that  the  policy  of 
driving  these  children  to  the  streets  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  a  few  thousand 
pounds  is  most  narrow  and  foolish.  There 
is  not  the  least  use  in  concealing  the  fact 
that  the  policy  is  to  drive  the  children 
into  the  workhouse,  from  which  they  will 
be  boarded  out,  and  their  expense  charged 
on  the  rates,  and  thus  saved  to  the  Trea- 
sury. Now  the  workhouse  child  has  a 
horrible  mark  for  life,  as  any  one  can  see 
who  goes  into  even  the  best  workhouses 
in  Ireland,  and  contrasts  its  condition 
with  that  of  a  child  in  an  industrial  school 
conducted  by  the  unions. 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Member  himself  remarks,  this  question 
has  already  been  very  fully  discussed  in 
the  House,  and  I  am  rather  surprised 
that  he  has  raised  it  again  this  evening. 
He  began  by  quoting  a  speech  of  the 
O'Conor  Don  on  the  occasion  when  a 
deputation  waited  upon  me  in  August 
last.  I  rather  believe  that  the  O'Conor 
Don  himself  then  stated  that  he  did  not 
think  the  magistrates  had  given  that  in- 
terpretation to  the  circular  which  it  is 
now  said  they  put  upon  it.  The  circular 
set  forth  that  many  of  the  places  in  the 
industrial  schools  which  ought  to  be 
occupied  by  the  poor  children  for  whose 
benefit  the  Industrial  Schools   Act   was 
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really  intended,  children,  namely,  who,  if 
not  taken  out  of  their  surroundings, 
would  grow  up  in  vice,  were  now  filled 
by  children  who  suffered  from  destitution, 
and  destitution  only.  The  proper  objects 
of  the  Industrial  Schools  Acts  were 
therefore  kept  out  of  the  schools  by  the 
latter  class.  That  was  the  whole  case. 
The  system  was  carried  on  in  a  manner 
that  was  entirely  illegal,  and  the  circular 
was  one  of  many  which  was  issued  with 
the  object  of  preventing  these  illegalities. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  the  system 
went  on  for  eighteen  years ;  that  is  abso- 
lutely contrary  to  the  fact,  and  in  proof 
of  that  I  would  refer  to  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  which  was  appointed  in  1882, 
of  which  the  O'Conor  Don  was  a  mem- 
ber. The  Report  states  that  it  is  certain 
that  the  Industrial  Schools  Act  is  re- 
garded as  an  institution  for  poor  and 
destitute  children  rather  than  for  the 
children  of  the  criminal  classes.  A 
number  of  children,  according  to  the 
Report,  were  sent  to  these  schools  who  did 
not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  Act, 
and  were  sent  there  mainly  on  the  ground 
of  destitution ;  and  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  there  were  many  children 
who  were  sent  to  industrial  schools  in 
Ireland  who  would  not  be  sent  in  Eng 
land,  with  the  result  that  it  was 
apprehended  that  many  children  who 
were  proper  subjects  for  these  schools 
were  left  in  the  streets.  That  is  the 
system  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  says 
has  given  satisfaction  in  Ireland  for 
eighteen  years,  and  he  actually  suggests 
to  me  that  I  should  have  the  law 
changed  to  correspond  with  the  prac- 
tice instead  of  having  the  practice  changed 
to  correspond  with  the  law.  It  comes 
to  this,  that  the  industrial  schools  of  Ire- 
land should  be  used  for  the  relief 
of  destitution,  and  that  the  general  tax- 
payer should  be  called  upon  to  pay. 
That  principle  is  not  adopted  either  in 
England  or  in  Scotland.  Let  me  say  a 
word  with  regard  to  the  circular.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  grant-in-aid 
of  the  industrial  schools  in  Ireland  has 
been  reduced.  That  is  not  the  fact, 
because  the  grant  was  £100,000  last 
year,  and  it  will  be  the  same  this  year. 
It  is  true  the  attendance  has  been 
reduced  by  the  circular,  and  it  would  be 
very  strange  if  it  had  not,  because  a  great 
number  of  the  children  who  ought  never 
to  have  been  admitted  have  been  cut  off. 
2  E 
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The  re-;ult  will,  I  hope,  be  a  correspond-  matter,  but  here  is  the  opinion  of  aa 
ing  increase  in  the  number  of  committals  ,  eminent  le^al  authority.  He  says— 
of  children  of  the  class  for  whom  the  ■  "The  Lord  Lieutenant  has  no authoritv  to 
industrial  schools  are  intended.  I  will  .  review  the  decisions  of  the  justice*.  I  at'uch 
give  the  Committee  the  figure*.  Before  the  !  no  weight  to  the  threat  that  steps  w.ll  le  ulwa 
circular  was  issued  the  number  of  children  |  for  thedLsctogeof  cOiihlreii  sent  tot!ie«h<^ 
.^    i    r       i  *.        t        .i.        ■  hv  order  or  the  justices.     In  my  opinion  the 

committed  for  begging  attending  these  ,  ihh  Section  should  be  interpreted  inalar^ 
schools  in  1897  was  sd2\  ;  in  1898  it  was  |  and  liberal  spirit,  and  this  becomes  little -hoit 
reduced  to  676,  and  in  1899  tc  232.  Of  !  of  le^al  obligation,  having  regard  to  the  inter- 
children  admitted  for  causes  other  than  j  Potion  put  upon  the  Act  and  acteion  f,r 
,         .  ,  ,  ^   ,      ^i        thirty  years.     On  the  faith  of  tfiL«  mtervreU- 

begging,  who  were  properly  sent  to  the    tion  of\he  fttatut6t  an<l  iu  juaicial  edition 

industrial    schools,  the    number  in   1897  ]  by  the  justices  during  this  Ion*;  period,  achoob 
was  486,  in  1898  562,  and  in  1899  723.  i  have    been    erected    at   great    expense.  »•! 
In  the  face    of    these    figure*    I  think  1  j  "jortpee    debt    incurred,    bestowing   mm 
A.,.    i  ie  t         ^i    .u    ^i        blessinL'8  on  the  destitute  poor.     That  all  thi* 

am  justified  in  concluding  that  the  ,  riloI1icf  be  ^  a,terea  by 'an  executive  rirco- 
object  of  the  circular  has  Deen  achieved,  j  lar  seems  to  me  an  injustice  and  intolemWe 
and  that  these  illegalities  will  no  longer  wrong.  The  true  and  large  interpretation  of 
takj  place,  and  that  there  will  be  a  !  the  «»atute  is  largely  supported  by  the  *M 
•iii'-  -4.1  •«.  i       ri  section,  which  provides    for  the  manager?  « 

considerable  increase  in  the  commitab  of  ,  schools'  ^^4 ,  a  chilll   to  Me^  lbe 

the  children  tor  whom  the  Act  is  intended,  j  dwelling  house  of  hi*  parent.     This  is  certaink 

I  not-   con  lined   to  children    committed    under 

|  the  14th  section,  or  to  a  child  whose  parent 

c.»     TTtrvAr  w      veArrwrn?  .     Turt  i  's   hi  prison.      It  indicates  an   intention  to 
Sir     THOMAS     LSMOM)E  :    The  j  inclu(l^  a  Jar|?e  cla,8   who  have  no  vildble 

figures  (quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  ■  means  of  subsistence,  ».e.,  the  destitute  poor, 
man  hardly  bear  out  the  statements  in  the  I  {n  my  opinion  it  does  include  then^  TV 
_  ,  .  ,  i  i  ^  r  i        Itisii    *^ct    purports   to  extend   the  English 

letters  which  have  been  received  from  the  \  Industrial  Schools  Act,  1866,  to  Ireland,  from 
managers  of  industrial  schools  in  Ireland.  !  which  the  11th  section  is  taken.  By  the 
T1  ,  L  Al  i.i         t  biiuiish  Act  and   by  another  section  'refrae- 

I    do    not    know    how    the    right    hon.    t°>   children  are  included.      I  recommend 


tory 

that   in  every  case   the    absence  of  visible 

means  should  be  proved." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  which  sat  in 


Gentleman  has  arrived  at  his  figures,  but 
those  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  industrial  schools  system  in  Ireland 
declare  that  the  numbers  have  shown  a 

very  considerable  falling  off.     It   is  per- !  1882  in  justification  of  his  action  inissn- 
fectly  impossible  to  discuss  this  question  j  mg  the  circular,  but  the  circular  was  not 
at  this  hour  of  the  morning,  and  under  j  !ssued  until  sixteen  years  afterwards,  and 
,  ^         i     .  ]•  •         I  it  is  strange  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

such   oppressive  atmospheric  conditions.  |  ^   ^^   hftye    tQ     *   ^   such  a 

We  have  m  connection  with  this  matter  ,  mimber  of  years  to  justify  his  ^^ 
an  instance  of  the  magnificent  manner  in  i  The  circular  was  a  most  unfortunate  one. 
which  Irish  affairs  are  administered.  We  j  The  Act  was  doing  great  good  in  Ireland, 
have  only  got  two  days  for  Irish  Supply,  i  »™1  I  am  very  glad  the  matter  has  been 
and  we  are  supposed  to  be  satisfied,  although  i  ralsed. 
there  are  many  matters  of  importance  which  i 

have  not  been  discussed  at  all.  I  wish  to  i  -no  rn\r\nvvi  tn^\*  c  v  \  n«A 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  one  question.  I|  ,Dr'  COMMITS  (Cork,  S.E.):  One 
was  a  member  of  a  deputation  which  |  tmnS  8tnkes  me  M  very  curious  in  regard 
waited  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  [  to  this  circular.  The  interpretation  of 
this  question,  and  he  informed  us  that  he  [  the  law  belongs  to  the  Bench,  not  to  the 
would  make  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  any  j  Executive,  but  this  is  a  matter  in  which 
injury  had  been  inflicted  on ithe  industrial  the  Executive  Government  is  overriding 
schools  by  the  operation  of  this  circular,  ,     d  f    h    ^    h    ^  h       ^ 

and  that  if  any  injury  were  inflicted  he  | J     8      _    .        .  __  . , 

would  see  whether  it  could  not  be  \  accepted  for  sixteen  years.  You  would 
remedied.  It  would  be  very  interesting  j  not  find  a  parallel  for  that  in  England. 
if  he  would  inform  us  what  was  the  result  j  Even  supposing  the  magistrates  were  in 
of  that  inquiry.  The  Chief  Secretary  ;  error,  it  was  a  mistake  which  hurt  nobody. 
stands  on  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  and  !  Such  action  as  that  taken  by  the  Chief 
I  assume  he  has  taken  legal  advice  on  the  ;  Secretary  in  Ireland  would  not  be  possible 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
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in  England.  Would  it  be  tolerated  for 
one  moment  in  England  ?  Not  at  all. 
Why  was  not  one  of  these  magisterial 
decisions  taken  into  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  instead  of  an  interpretation  of  the 
Act  being  given  by  the  issue  of  an 
Executive  Minute  ?  By  the  course  pur- 
sued we  have  had  the  judicial  and  execu- 
tive functions  confounded. 


♦Mr.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.) :  I  wish  to 
make  reference  to  a  case  that  has  occurred 
in  my  constituency,  the  circumstances  of 
which  must  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of 
the  Committee.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
mentioned  that  the  Act  was  designed 
for  the  saving  of  children,  who,  if 
not  rescued  from  their  surround- 
ings, would  grow  up  in  vice,  but 
I  failed  to  see  from  the  observations  he 
dropped  that  there  was  any  intention  on 
his  part  to  carry  out  that  object.  In  the 
autumn  of  1899  a  family  in  Abbeyfeale, 

in  the  county  of  Limerick,  were  deprived 
of  the  breadwinner.  That  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children  and  the  mother, 
who  was  delicate,  and  had  no  means  of 
supporting  them.  In  the  ordinary  course 
of  events  the  mother  went  to  the  parish 
priest,  and  he  took  the  necessary  steps  to 
obtain  the  admission  of  the  children  into 


industrial  school  had  been  fully  considered 
by  the  magistrates  and  the  resident  magis- 
trate, and  about  which  no  objection  had 
bceu  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  who  were  fully  cognisant  of  the 
whole  circumstances  of  the  case.  But 
they  were  sent  out  into  the  streets  by  a 
telegram  from  Dublin  Castle.  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon, Gentleman,  after  all  the 
remonstrances  that  have  been  made  by 
magistrates  and  others,  will  take  some 
steps  to  allow  these  poor  children  to  bo 
sent  back  to  the  Limerick  Industrial 
Schools  instead  of  to  the  workhouse. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  this 
debate  will  now  be  brought  to  a  close 
and  the  Vote  taken.  I  was  not  unwilling 
that  the  discussion  should  be  initiated, 
but  it  has  now  proceeded  for  an  hour. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOXD:  If  it  were 
earlier  in  the  evening,  the  subject  is  one 
of  such  great  interest  in  Ireland  that  it 
ought  to  be  discussed  more  fully.  I 
recognise,  however,  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances the  discussion  is  now  of  little 
or  no  value,  and  I  do  not  see  any  object 
in  prolonging  it. 


Mr.  DILLON:    In  order  to  obtain  a 

.     T  .       •  i    t    i    *  •  i  c«  i.     i       '.a.       '  division,  I  beg  formally  to  move  that  the 
the  Limerick  Industrial  Schools,     lhere  !  Vote  be  redu*ed  b    £\Q 

was    no    objection    at   first,  but  Dublin  I 

Castle  suddenly  sent  down  an  order  to 


have  the  children  removed  from  the 
industrial  school,  and  sent  back  to  Abbey- 
feale, where  all  they  could  do  was  to 
wander  about  the  streets.  That  order 
roused  a  great  deal  of  indignati  on  in  the 
public  mind,  and  the  magistrates,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  resident  magis- 
trate, sent  an  order  for  the  recommittal 
of  the  children  to  the  Limerick  Industrial 
Schools ;  but  another  order  came 
down  from  Dublin  Castle  ordering  their 
discharge.  The  parish  priest  wrote  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  with  no 
effect.  I  cannot  see  for  a  moment  where 
the  operation  of  this  Act  as  now  admini- 
stered is  to  be  of  any  benefit.  Here  was 
a  family  with  no  provision  for  their  sup- 
port, who  were  decently  brought  up,  and 
whose  father  had  been  a  mechanic.  The 
application  for  their  admission    to  the 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £54,757,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr. 
Dillon.) 


Mr.  FLAVIN  asked  if  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  anything  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
Abbeyfeale  case. 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  said  he  had 
taken  the  advice  of  the  Law  Officers  on  the 
case,  and  had  been  told  that  it  would  be 
illegal  to  send  the  children  to  an  industrial 
school. 


Question  put. 

The   Committee   divided : — Ayes,  50  ; 
Noes,  75.     (Division  List  No.  229.) 
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Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Caldwell,  James 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Commins,  Andrew 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Daly,  James 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William  (Dublin) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard.  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Clias.  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
La  wson,Sir  Wilfrid(  Cum  Viand 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  M.A.  (Q.C.) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Murnaghan,  George 


O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenn?) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.* 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Iiwpooi) 
O'Kelly,  James 
O'Mailey,  William 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterfori 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  R) 
Shoe,  James  John 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 

Tellers  for  the  Atw- 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  a»l 
Captain  Donelan. 


NOES. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  ( Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.(  Derby  sh. ) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.(Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  AKers- 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  renrose- 
Flower,  Kniest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 


Galloway,  Wm.  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greville,  Hon.  "Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,Rt  Hon.  R.  Win. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Lawrence,  SirEDurnine-  (Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
Massey-Mainwarinj»,Hn.W.  F. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monui  thsh.) 


Murray,  Rt  Hn  AGrabara(Bate 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Corentrr) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett^RtHnHoraceConon 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ritchie,Rt.  HonChas  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackncv) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sauuderson,Rt.  HnCoLEdw.  J. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Stanley,HonArthnr(Ornnkirk 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.  C.E.  (Kent) 
Wrelby,Lt.-Col.  ACE  (Taunton 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Tellers   for    the  Nobs— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstrnther. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Mondav  next. 


In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant  July,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Two 
of  the  clock,  till  Monday  next. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS: 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficates from  the  Examiners  that  the 
farther  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with:— 

Post  Office  Sites. 

Edinburgh  (Housing  of  Working  Class) 

Improvement    Scheme     Provisional 

Order. 

Also    the    Certificate    that    no    further 
Standing    Orders  are  applicable  to   the 
following  Bill : — 
Paisley  Waterworks  Provisional  Order. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
following  Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  Bills  allowed  to  proceed  : — 

London,     Walthamstow,    and    Epping 
Forest  Railway  (Abandonment). 

North    Metropolitan    Electric    Power 

Supply. 
Read,  and  agreed  to. 

WEST  HAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

WEST    BROMWICH   CORPORATION 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

CHARING  CROSS  AND  STRAND  ELEC- 
TRICITY SUPPLY  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

€ROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENTS BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

SCARBOROUGH    CORPORATION    BILL. 
The  Queen's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 
reported,  with  Amendments. 
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LANCASTER  CORPORATION  BILL. 
The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported,  with  Amendments. 

DURHAM  (COUNTY  OF)  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

Committed.  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  opposition  to 
the  Order  was  withdrawn.  The  orders 
made  on  Monday  and  Thursday  last 
discharged,  and  Bill  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Honse. 

ALEXANDRA  PARK  BILL. 
The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  opposition  to 
the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The  orders 
made  on  Thursday  last  discharged,  and 
Bill  committed. 

TRAMWAYS   PROVISIONAL  ORDERS 

(No.  5)  BILL. 

(Weston-super-Mare  Order). 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL. 

The  Order  made  on  Thursday  last  ap- 
pointing certain  Lords  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  Bills,  discharged. 

SOUTH  WALES   ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION   BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tues- 
day, the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2a ;  agreed  to;  and  Bill  read  2a 
accordingly. 

SOUTH    METROPOLITAN    GAS   BILL 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN 
RAILWAY    BILL. 

ABERDEEN  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS   BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

GREAT    WESTERN    RAILWAY   BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments ;  further 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

2  F 
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LONDON,  WALTHAMSTOW,  AVD  EP- 
PIX<;  FOREST  RAILWAY  (AMEND- 
MENT)   BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  la ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


HAMMOND    (<;. 


H.)    COMPANY 

[ILL.]. 


BILL 


drawn  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  :  The  orders  made  on  the  12th  in- 
stant and  Monday  last  discharged ;  mi 
Bill  committed  for  Thursday  next 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 
(Dorchester  Order.) 


LONDON  AND  SAN  FRANCISCO  BANK  '  LOCAL 
BILL  [ill.].  : 


Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to.  j 


GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   14)  BILL. 
(Torquay  Order.) 


BELFAST.  AND   COUNTY  DOWN  RAIL-  ' 
WAY  BILL.  I 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  i  BRAY   AND 
Amendment  agreed  to. 


TOTTENHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 


ENNISKERRV 
BILL. 


RAILWAY 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING      PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

JARROW    AND    HEBBURN    ELEC- 
TRICITY SUPPLY  BILL. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 


EDINBURGH 


CORPORATION 

[ILL.]. 


BILL 


MERSEY    RAILWAY    BILL    [h.l.]. 

RAWMARSH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

MARGATE  PIER  AND  HARBOUR  BILL 

[h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 

NEWRY,  READY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  :  The  orders  made  on  the  13th  in- 
stant and  Monday  last  discharged  ;  .and 
Bill  committed. 

PLYMOUTH,     STONEHOUSE     AND 
DEVON  PORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Re]N)rt  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition    thereto    having    been    with- 


Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Earl  Waldegrave  and  the 
Earl  of  Camwath  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  members  of  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  the  said  Bills  in  the-  place  of  the 
Earl  Carrington  and  the  Lord  Heneage: 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

LONDON  (ST.  LUKE)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER   BILL. 

LONDON  (SOUTHWARK)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER   BILL. 

Read  3<*  (according  to  Order),  sod 
passed. 

TRAMWAYS     PROVISIONAL     ORDERS. 
(No  5)    BILL. 
(Weston-super-Mare  Order.) 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE   ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL. 

DURHAM  (COUNTY  OF)   ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

j  LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL 

SHANJSON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC 


POWER  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills,  viz. — 

E.  Carnwath, 

V.  Frankfort  de  Montmorency, 

L.  Wolverton, 

L.  Aberdare, 

L.  Brassey  (chairman). 

Agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  ap- 
pointed accordingly.  The  Committee  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to 
be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for 
the  Bills.. 
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adjacent  to  the  Shannon,  where  no 
industries  exist,  and  the  same  area 
of  land  which  is  provided  as  the 
area  for  supplying  power  is  provided 
for  their  generating  stations.  It  is 
true  that  by  Clause  10  the  promoters 
take  power  to  supply  by  agreement 
electricity  in  bulk  to  any  local  authority, 
company,  or  person,  whose  districts,  under- 
takings, factories,  mills,  or  industries  are 
situate  within  a  circuit  of  thirty  miles 
from  the  commencement  of  Work  No.  1, 
but  there  are  no  powers  in  the  Bill  for 
carrying  mains  through  intervening  dis- 
tricts to  reach  such  authorities,  companies, 
or  persons,  and  the  provision  is  therefore 
unworkable.  Moreover,  no  proper  pro- 
vision is  made  for  compensating  the  riparian 
owners  for  loss  of  water.  The  fishing 
industries  of  the  Shannon  are  one 
of  the  great  features  of  Ireland,  and  pro- 
duce a  rental  of  some  considerable 
value.  If  the  powers  are  granted  which 
are  asked  for  by  this  Bill  the  loss  will  be 
considerable  to  those  employed  in  these 
industries,  to  private  owners,  and  to  the 
community  generally.  Further,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  interference  with  existing 
industries  connected  with  the  fisheries 
j  there  will  be  a  serious  interference  with 
i  the  navigation  of  the  river  Shannon.  I 
!  trust  your  Lordships  will  not  agree  to  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 


SHANNON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC 
t  POWER  BILL. 

-  Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
--Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
idiall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday, 
the  26th  day  of  June  next/'  be  dispensed 
*with. — {Lord  Lurgan.) 

On  Question,  motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
'tfeeond  time. — (Lord  Lurgan.) 

*Thb    Earl  of   MAYO:    My  Lords, 

before  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 

•eoond  time  is  put,  I  should  like  to  say  a 

/law  words  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  When 

1  the  Bill  first  came  before  the  House  of 

■  Commons  the  scheme  was  a  fairly  good 

[  one,   but  now  it  has    been  completely 

?■  altered.     Under  the  Bill   the  promoters 

are  enabled  to  take  water  from  the  river 

Shannon  by  means  of  a  canal  to  enable 

them  to  generate  electricity  and  supply 

electrical  energy  within  a  circuit  of  thirty 

miles   from  the    commencement  of  the 

works.     But  before  they  can  abstract  any 

water  from  the  river  they  have  to  make  a 

weir,  the  exact  situation  of  which  is  not 

decided  upon,  and  cannot  be  until  fresh 

plans  are   deposited.     They  cannot  take 

Coperty  to  make  a  weir  until  they 
ve  been  to  Parliament  again,  and  they 
cannot  take  a  drop  of  water  until  this 
weir  has  been  constructed.  If  the  Bill 
passes  the  company  can,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  Clause  24,  proceed,  as  soon  as 
they  have  £10,000  capital  subscribed, 
and  £2,000  of  that  sum  paid  up,  to  put  in 
force  the  compulsory  powers  of  the  Bill 
by  taking  land.  Thus,  although  they  may 
•never  receive  Parliamentary  sanction  to 
their  future  scheme,  and  consequently 
never  take  water,  they  can  proceed  at 
once  to  insure  land  with  only  £2,000 
capital  in  hand.  In  the  present  session 
there  are  several  Bills  promoted  with 
the  view  of  authorising  the  erection 
of  generating  stations  and  the  supply 
of  electricity  in  bulk,  but  in  these 
Bills  the  promoters  are  coming  into  exten- 
sive districts  or  areas  of  supply,  where 
local  authorities  and  companies  are  already 
established  for  supplying  electricity,  or 
where  there  are  fields  of  industry  already 
on  foot  which  would  provide  customers 
for  taking  a  supply.  In  this  Bill,  how- 
ever, the  area  of  supply  is  restricted  to  a 
small  piece  of  land  in  a  country  parish 


Lord  LURGAN :  My  Lords,  I  do  not 
intend  to  detain  your  Lordships  long  on 
this  Bill,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  very 
unusual  course  of   procedure  adopted  by 
the  noble  Earl,  that  of  asking  your  Lord- 
ships to  reject  the  Bill  on  Second  Reading, 
I  should  have  had  very  little  to  say.    I 
shall,    however,  endeavour   to  convince 
your  Lordships  that  the  proper  course  in 
connection  with  this  Bill  is  that  it  shall 
be  referred  to  a  Committee.      The  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  utilise  the  redundant 
waters  of  the  River  Shannon  for  thegenera- 
\  tion  of  electric  current  or  energy  for  the 
use    of     undertakings,     factories,    mills, 
1  electric   tramways,    lighting,   and    other 
i  industries   situated  within    the    City   of 
,  Limerick  and  the  district  which  surrounds 
it.  The  River  Shannon,  as  is  well  known, 
is  the  largest  river  in  the  United  King- 
|  dom,   having  a  drainage  area    of  some 
1  4,500  square  miles,  and  discharging  for 
1  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  a  great 
volume  of  water,  which  for  centuries  has 
!  been  running  to  waste.    The  works  are  ex- 
|  tremely  simple,  and  present  no  engineer- 
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ing  difficulty.      Tho  great  power  station,    that  would  occur  to  the  whole  country, 


I 


where  some  8,000  horse-power  will  be 
developed,  will  be  situated  at  Clonlara, 
distant  only  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  City  of  Limerick,  which  con. 
tains  a  population  of  some  36,000  people- 
Limerick  is  a  seaport  possessing  great 
natural  advantages  for  trade  and  com- 
merce, being  situate  fifty  miles  inland 
on  the  finest  navigable  river  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  having  deep-water  docks, 
•extensive  quays,  and  several  systems 
of  railway  converging  upon  them  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  as  well  as  water 
carriage  by  means  of  the  Grand  Canal  to 
Dublin.  The  noble  Lord  said  there  were 
no  large  industries  which  would  use  the 
electrical  power.  I  differ  from  him. 
The  largest  bacon  factories  in  Ireland  are 


from  an  industrial  point  of  view,  if  the 
water  power  of  this  great  river  was  pro- 
perly employed.  The  case  before  Parlia- 
ment is  very  different  from  that  where 
water  is  abstracted  from  the  river 
and  carried  away  never  to  be 
returned  again  to  its  original  source. 
Here  a  portion  only — after  the  fullest 
allowance  has  been  made  for  maintaining 
a  great  river  twice  the  size  of  the 
Thames  at  Teddington,  always  flowing 
down  the  natural  course  before  any  water 
is  abstracted — is  utilised  for  driving  the 
turbines,  a  supplemental  steam  plant 
being  provided  to  meet  the  possible 
emergency  of  a  dry  summer.  Tie  Bill 
provides  that  under  no  circumstances  shall 
any  water  be  abstracted  from  the  river 


here,  as  well  as   tho  biggest  condensed  i  unless    and    until    90,000  cubic  feet  a 


milk  factory  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  largest  flour  mills  operating  in  any 
city  in  Ireland.  There  are  saw  mills, 
tanneries,  and  numerous  other  indus- 
tries, all  of 
steam  power. 

on  tho  West  Coast  of  Ireland,  suffers 
greatly  from  the  fact  that  it  has  to  pay  a 
very  high  price  for  imported  coal.  Thus, 
the  existing  industries  are  greatly  handi- 


minute,  equal  to  800,000,000  gallons  a 

day,  is  passing  down  the  river  between 

the    inlet  and  outlet  of    the    proposed 

works  leading  to  and  from  the  turbines. 

which  require  the    use  of  |  At  the  outlet  the  whole  water  is  again 

Limerick,  however,  being  |  returned,  so  that  from  this  point  to  the 

~        sea  the  river  remains  absolutely  as  it  was 

before ;  and  here  it  is  that  the  valuable 

fisheries    of    the    Shannon   exist.     The 

whole  value  of    the  Shannon  Fisheries 


capped,  while  the  starting  of  new  factories  |  is     given    as     £40,000     a     year, 


bat 
tho  value  of  the  portion  of  the 
river  between  the  inlet  and  the 
outlet  for  which  the  90,000  cubic  feet  a 
minute  is  provided  is  only  given  by  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill  as  £2,500  a  year. 
The  strongest  evidence  has  been  given 
that  with  the  large  flow  provided  under 
the  clauses  of  the  Board  of  Works  and 
the  Fishery  Board  no  injury  will  be  sus- 
tained, but  the  Bill  provides  the  usual 
clauses  for  safeguarding  the  interests  of 
any  persons  proved  to  be  injuriously 
affected ;  and  if  the  Bill  is  sent  to  the 
the  great  advantage  of  possessing  |  Committee  in  the  usual  way  every  oppor- 
1        ■■'    f  r  '"  '  tunity  will  be  afforded  to   those  repre- 

sented    in    the    solitary    petition    that 


cannot  be  contemplated  in  view  of  the 
serious  difficulties  arising  from  the  high 
cost  of  producing  power.  It  is  to  remedy 
this  state  of  things  that  the  present 
undertaking  has  been  brought  before 
Parliament.  Ireland  possesses  little  or 
no  coal,  but  has  a  considerable  amount  of 
water  power,  which,  if  properly  utilised  as 
in  other  countries,  may  largely  tend 
to  the  development  of  its  indus- 
tries and  the  employment  of  its  people. 
Both  Italy  and  Switzerland  are  countries 
possessing  no  coal,  but,  like  Ireland,  they 
have 

the  cheapest  form  of  power  —  namely, 
water  power.  By  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Government  and  the  energy  of  the 
people,  these  two  countries  have  overcome 
the  difficulties  arising  from  the  want  of 
coal,  and  are  now  rapidly  becoming  large 
manufacturing  centres.  It  is  needless  to 
refer  to  the  vast  developments  which  have 
taken    place   in    America    and    Canada, 

where  water  power  is  used  so  fully  for  _ 

electrical  development  applicable  to  all  j  course  from  Lough  Allen  to  the  sea,  a  dis- 
manufacturing  uses.  The  idea  of  utilising  !  tance  of  some  150  miles,  their  especial 
the  waste  water  power  of  the  Shannon  ]  duty  being  the  maintenance  of  the  navi- 
dates  back  to  the  time  when  Sir  Robert  |  gation  and  the  regulations  of  the  floods 
Kane  pointed  out  the  great  advantage  for  drainage  purposes.  Allied  with  them 
Lord  Lnniaiu 


remains  against  the  preamble  to  prove 
their  case.  When  the  Bill  was  first  in- 
troduced some  six  petitions  were  lodged 
against  it.  The  most  important  of  these 
was  the  petition  of  the  Public  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland,  who,  under  Act  of 
Parliament,  are  the  custodians  of  the 
River    Shannon    throughout    its    entire 
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#0^  a  large  extent  were  the  inspectors  of 

;'3riah  fisheries,  also  constituted  by  Act  of 
Tkriiamsnt  and  now  incorporated  into  the 

,  Irish  Agricultural  Board,  presided  over  by 

•  tke  Chief  Secretary  and  the  Right  Hon. 

►  Horace  Plunkett.  These  two  Govern- 
ment bodies  having  the  charge  of  the 
navigation  and  the  fisheries  considered 
with  the  greatest  care  the  project  now 
before  Parliament  as  affecting  the  ques- 
tions of  navigation  and  fisheries,  and, 
after  several  months  of  negotiation, 
dUuses  of  a  very  stringent  character  were 
pat  forward  in  the  joint  interests  of  the 

f  two  bodies,  accepted  by  the  promoters, 
and  embodied    in    the   Bill.     By   these 

-  clauses  it  is  provided  that  no  water  shall 
be  taken  from  the  river  until  the  90,000 
cubic  feet,  before  referred  to,  passes  over 
the  weir  situated  below  the  proposed 
intake  of  the  canal,  and,  further, 
that  the  Board  of  Works  shall  have 
the  right  to  shut  down  the  sluices  on 
the  promoter's  canal  the  moment  a  less 
quantity  than  90,000  cubic  feet  a  minute 
18  passing  down  the  river.  Numerous 
other  clauses  have  been  embodied  giving 
power  to  the  Board  of  Works  and  the 
Fishery  Board  to  control  the  regulating 
weir  and  sluices,  to  provide  such  openings 
for  salmon,  eels,  and  otoher  fish  as  they 
may  deem  requisite,  and  to  oblige  the 
promoters  to  put  up  such  screens  at  the 
inlet  and  outlet  as  may  be  thought  desir- 
able. Thus  in  every  manner  the  fullest 
precautions  have  been  taken  by  the  two 
public  Departments  to  safeguard  the 
public  interests.  Of  the  other  petitions, 
that  of  next  importance  was  the  petition 
of  the  Corporation  of  Limerick  for  the 
protection  of  their  waterworks,  but  here, 
again,  after  the  most  careful  investigation 
and  a  report  made  to  the  corporation  by 
a  very  experienced  waterworks  engineer, 
that  body  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city  that 
the  project  should  be  carried  out.  They 
have,  in  fact,  settled  clauses  and  sealed  a 
petition  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  will 
appear  before  the  Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House  to  support  it  in 
every  way  in  their  power.  In  like 
manner  the  Harbour  Board  of  Limerick 
have  sealed  a  petition  in  favour,  and  by 
glancing  at  the  statement  made  by  the 
promoters  it  will  be  observed  that  twenty- 
three  bodies,  including  the  county  councils 
of  Limerick,  Clare,  and  Tipperary,  all  the 
district  councils  in  the  proposed  area  of 
supply,    the    boards    of    guardians   and 


numerous  other  bodies  have  sealed  peti- 
tions or  passed  resolutions,  in  almost 
every  case  unanimously  urging  upon 
Parliament  the  desirability  of  passing  the 
Bill.  It  is  significant  that  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  have  absolutely 
petitioned  your  Lordships'  House  against 
alterations,  and  paragraph  3  of  that  peti- 
tion recites  that — 

"  During  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  clauses  were  introduced 
for  the  protection  of  the  petitioners,  and  your 
petitioners  are  content  with  the  Bill  as  the 
same  is  now  settled." 

They  beg  that  no  alteration  should  be 
made,  and  that  the  Bill  should  pass  into 
law  as  it  now  stands,  showing  that  they, 
as  representing  not  only  themselves, 
but  as  acting  in  concert  with  the  Fishery 
Board,  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  pro- 
moters have  agreed  to  every  reasonable 
condition.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  in 
the  public  interest  that  the  unusual  course 
adopted  by  the  opponents  to  destroy  the 
Bill  on  the  Second  Reading,  after  it  has 
passed  every  stage  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  should  bo  resisted  by  your 
Lordships'  House,  and  that  no  narrow 
view  or  petty  interest  should  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  project  which 
must  confer  lasting  benefits  on  the  whole 
community. 

♦Lord  MASSY :  My  Lords,  as  one  of 
the  riparian  owners  and  an  owner  of 
Shannon  fisheries  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  my  noble  friend's  motion  to 
reject  the  Bill.  If  this  Bill  becomes  law 
a  large  portion  of  a  very  important 
spawning  bed  between  Limerick  and 
Castle  Connell  will  be  left  high  and  dry  at 
the  most  critical  time  of  the  year — namely, 
from  1st  November  to  1st  February, 
when  the  fish  are  spawning.  The  other 
portion  of  the  spawning  bed  will  have  so 
little  water  flowing  over  it  that  it  will  be 
perfectly  impossible  for  heavy  salmon  to 
spawn.  Not  only  rod  fishing,  but  the 
fisheries  in  general  all  along  the  Shannon, 
will  be  interfered  with  by  this  Bill. 
The  noble  Lord  said  the  water  will 
be  all  returned.  True,  but  between 
the  inlet  and  the  outlet  there 
are  several  miles  of  river  that  will 
be  left  practically  dry.  The  noble 
Lord  said  the  promoters  proposed  to 
place  their  generating  station  at  Clon- 
lara,  and  to  transmit  electricity  from 
there  to  the  principal  works  in  Limerick  ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  not  a  single  one 
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of  those  mercantile  works  has  applied  for 
electrical  energy,  knowing  perfectly  well 
that  they  can  work  their  machinery,  as 
they  do  now,  by  steam  at  a  much  less 
cost  for  power  than  would  he  the  case  if 
they  used  electricity.  The  noble  Lord 
said  the  Fishery  Board  has  supported 
this  Bill.  They  may  have  done  so,  but 
they  have  withheld  their  Report,  which 
looks  very  much  as  if  the  Reports  of  the 
Fishery  Inspectors  were  dead  against  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lords,  I  think 
the  House,  after  having  heard  the  speeches 
that  have  been  delivered,  will  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  without  a  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  that  this  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
stopped  at  the  Second  Reading.  The 
Bill  is  one  for  a  very  large  commercial 
enterprise.  It  has  passed  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  was  fought  in 
Committee  there,  and  it  is  extremely 
unusual,  I  may  say  quite  unparalleled, 
that  it  should  be  thrown  out  on  Second 
Reading.  I  am  surprised  that  the  noble 
Earl  should  have  adopted  the  unusual 
course  of  asking  the  House  to  reject  it  at 
this  stage.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  say  anything  more,  but  I  hope 
your.  Lordships  will  give  the  Bill  a 
Second  Reading  and  allow  it  to  go  to 
Committee. 

On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2° 
accordingly,  and  committed ;  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 


RETURNS,   REPORTS,  ETC. 


UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889.  j 
General  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  i 
1889  ;  with  an  appendix  containing  ordi-  i 
nances,  minutes,  correspondence,  evidence,  ■ 
and  other  documents. 

INDIA     FAMINE. 
Advances  and  gifts  to  agriculturists  for 
seed,  cattle,  and  subsistence  at  the  end  of 
the  famine. 

RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 

Return  by  the  railway  companies  of  the  j 
United  Kingdom  for  the  six  months  j 
ending  the  31st  December,  1899.  j 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  ' 
to  lie  on  the  Table.  j 

Lord  Massy. 


CHINA— ANTI-FOREIGN    OUTBREAK- 
PRESENTATION  OF  PAPERS." 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLFA':  My 
Lords,  I  desire  to  ask  the  noble  Marque* 
the  Prime  Minister  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  notice — namely, 
whether  it  is  his  intention  to  lay  upon  tie 
Table  of  the  House  any  Papers  relating  to 
Chinese  affairs,  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
are  likely  to  be  presented  soon. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  axd 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury): 
In  reply  to  the  noble  Earl,  I  have  to  ay 
that  the  Papers  in  regard  to  Chinese 
affairs  are  in  an  advanced  state  of  pre- 
paration, but  that,  as  they  involve  com- 
munications with  other  European  Power*, 
a  certain  amount  of  reference  is  necessary 
before  they  can  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House.  I  hope,  however,  the  delay 
will  not  be  very  long,  and  that  they  mil 
be  laid  on  the  Table  in  a  few  days. 

EDUCATION     BILL    [H.L.J. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  i 
second  time."—  {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

:  *Lord  NORTON :  My  Lords,  I  should 
like  to  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to  a 
feature  in  this  Bill,  and  one  that  has 
\  appeared  in  every  proposition  which  has 
lately  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
secondary  education,  which  seems  to  me 
,  of  the  gravest  importance  and  fraught 
,  with  mischief  to  this  country.  I  hope  we 
I  are  not  entering  now  upon  a  course  of 
i  free  secondary  education  for  all  classes  in 
the  country.  The  Bill,  if  extended  and 
developed,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
next  session,  seems  to  me  to  be  a  most 
satisfactory  mode  of  dealing  with  this 
important  subject,  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  Bill  cannot 
l>e  all  one  would  wish,  because  it 
has  to  deal  with  a  subject  which  is 
already  very  much  complicated.  It  has 
not  a  free  held.  The  field  is  already 
largely  occupied  and  is  being  more  occu- 
pied every  year,  so  that  the  Bill  cannot 
propose  the  best  scheme  in  the  abstract, 
but  the  scheme  which  will  least  conflict 
with  what  is  going  on  already.  It  cannot 
organise,  as  it  pretends  to  do,  a  system  of 
local  authorities  for  secondary  education 
throughout  the  country,  but  has  to  co- 
organise  with  what  is  largely  existing  at 
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int  with  as  little  conflict  as  possible. 
fc   will  be   observed  that    there  is    no 


It    w 

attempt  in  this  Bill  to  draw  any  line  of 
demarcation  between  secondary  and  ele- 
mentary education.  The  whole  is  handed 
over  to  the  central  authority,  which  we 
constituted  last  year,  with  a  principal 
•ecretary  at  the  head  and  two  principal 
assistant  secretaries  under  him,  who  are 
stated  to  be  for  two  branches — one  for 
elementary  education  and  the  other  for 
secondary  education.  But  there  is  no 
attempt  whatever  made  in  the  Bill  to 
draw  the  distinction  between  the  one  and 
the  other.  The  nearest  thing  to  a  defini- 
tion is  in  the  title  of  the  Bill  which 
calls  everything  secondary  that  is  not 
elementary,  but  that  does  not  give  a  very 
distinct  idea  of  what  the  intention  of  the 
Bill  is.  The  Bill  proposes  to  hand  over 
all  public  money  hitherto  devoted  to 
secondary  education  to  county  councils 
end  other  local  authorities.  What  is 
known  as  the  "  beer-money,"  amounting 
to  nearly  a  million  a  year,  and  the  local 
Rate  for  technical  instruction  are  handed 
over,  and  a  public  seizure  of  private 
endowments,  feut  it  is  not  proposed  to 
ask  the  rich  manufacturers  and  the  trades- 
men, who  will  make  use  of  this  Bill  for 
the  education  of  their  sons  for  lucrative 
employments,  for  one  penny  by  way  of 
fees.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  or  safe 
that  we  should  undertake  in  this  country 
to  give  rich  manufacturers  and  well-to-do 
tradesmen  the  apprenticeship  of  their  sons 
to  remunerative  employments  at  the 
public  expense,  for  that  is  what  the  Bill 
amounts  to.  The  pros  and  cons  of  free 
secondary  education  were  amply  discussed 
in  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
who  rightly  came  to  a  conclusion  against 
it.  Though  there  is  no  line  drawn 
between  elementary  and  secondary  educa- 
tion, yet  we  must  all  understand  what 
elementary  and  secondary  education 
broadly  mean  as  distinguished  one  from 
the  other.  Secondary  education  is  in  the 
nature  of  higher  scientific  instruction, 
and,  in  fact,  when  you  consider  the  class 
to  whom  it  applies,  it  is  practically 
an  apprenticeship  to  industrial  and  skilled 
employments.  Technical  instruction  is 
included  in  secondary  education  generally, 
and  I  observed  that,  when  the  noble 
Duke  said  that,  there  was  a  murmur 
of  approval,  showing  that  the  House 
approved  of  the  merging  of  technical 
instruction  into  secondary  education  gene- 
rally.     But  if    secondary    education    is 


a  higher  class  of  instruction  for  a 
higher  class  of  society,  who  are  per- 
fectly capable  of  paying  for  their  own 
sons*  education,  I  maintain  that  it  is  a 
matter  for  serious  consideration  whether 
the  State  should  undertake  it  for  them, 
and  relieve  them  of  their  primary  and 
most  important  natural  responsibility. 
I  think  that  we  have  gone  too  far 
already  in  the  way  of  gratuitous  educa- 
tion, in  the  elementary  schools  of  this 
country.  I  attribute  the  lax  attendance 
in  elementary  schools,  complained  of  in  all 
the  recent  reports  of  inspectors,  to  the 
depreciation  in  the  estimate  of  parents 
of  that  education  of  their  children  which 
is  forced  upon  them  as  a  public  gift.  A 
thing  that  is  offered  for  nothing  is  sup- 
posed to  be  worth  nothing.  If  we  extend 
gratuitous  education  where  there  is  no 
excuse  of  poverty  at  all  we  shall  strike  a 
blow  at  the  spirit  of  independence  and 
self  administration  in  the  people.  It  is  a 
minor  consideration  that  taxpayers  who 
have  no  use  of  the  schools  will  resent 
having  to  pay  for  those  who  have. 
For  secondary  education  which  is 
of  a  higher  kind,  the  whole  expense  in 
the  schools  so  provided  should  be  covered 
by  the  fees  of  the  well-to-do  parents  who 
take  advantage  of  them.  I  am  for  an  un- 
limited number  of  free  scholarships 
for  the  poorer  classes  where  there 
is  any  case  of  exceptional  aptitude 
shown  for  higher  scientific  education; 
but  I  would  make  wealthy  parents 
defray  the  cost  of  the  education  of  their 
children.  The  idea  of  the  doctrinaires 
who  are  pushing  us  on  in  this  ideal 
scheme  is,  a  free  State  education  which 
should  include  Eton  and  Harrow  up  to 
the  Universities — they  are  really  trying 
to  force  upon  this  country  a  Prussian 
State  system  of  education  for  all  classes. 
They  are  always  quoting  foreign  schools  as 
inferior  to  ours,  and  advising  us  to 
imitate  them,  but  I  am  quite  certain 
England  has  not  the  slightest  wish  to  do 
so.  The  feeling  in  this  country  I  am 
sure  is  very  much  more  in  favour  of  the 
independent  education  of  their  children  by 
capable  parents.  They  have  no  wish  to 
introduce  the  Prussian  system  here.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  an  Englishman  who 
does  not  think  an  English  youth  is  pre- 
ferable to  a  German  student.  I  fear  that 
the  present  private  enterprise  and  muni- 
cipal ambition  in  promoting  secondary 
education  will  be  stopped  if  such  educa- 
tion is  to  be  paid  for  by  public  money 
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for  all  classes ;  and  when  the  Bill  is  |  than  even  that  the  Board  shall  be  placed 
brought  up  next  year  I  will  move  that  |  on  such  a  footing  that  the  country  will  re- 
the  cost  shall  be  generally  met  by  fees,  and  I  pose  confidence  in  it.  I  do  not,  myself, 
public  money  which  is  devoted  to  secon- 1  object  to  the  proposals  which  the  noble 
dary  education  shall  be  spent  in  providing  j  Duke  has  made  for  rearranging  the  system 
free  scholarships  for  the  poorer  classes.  I  of  dividing  the  work  of  the  Education 
To  define  poorer  classes  may  be  somewhat :'  Department.  I  do  not  materially  differ 
difficult,  but  it  is  done  by  their  limit  of  j  from  that  course,  for  I  have  always  held 
income,  or  by  their  belonging  to  the  j  that  all  parts  of  education  should  be 
wage-earning  classes.  !  bound  together.  They  are  co-ordinate  one 

,  with  the  other — primary,  secondary,  and 
*Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  I  was  '  technical.  Each  must  depend  and  hare 
very  glad  to  givo  way  to  my  noble  friend  ;  a  direct  influence  on  the  other,  and  I 
Lord  Norton  when  he  rose  to  speak  on  1  therefore  do  not  seriously  object  to  the 
this  subject,  for  he  has  a  much  longer  ex- !  noble  Duke's  change  of  attitude  in  having 
perience  than  I  have  of  these  matters,  and  \  only  two  principal  assistant  secretaries, 
his  opinion  ought  to  be  heard  with  atten-  ■  one  for  primary  education  and  the  other 
tion  by  your  Lordships.  I  shall  not !  for  both  secondary  and  technical  ednca- 
follow  my  noble  friend  through  the  argu-  i  tion.  But  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  very 
ments  he  has  used.  I,  for  one,  am  not  |  properly,  a  good  deal  of  notice  outside 
likely  to  approve  of  any  system  which  is  !  Parliament  has  l>een  taken  of  the  manner 
to  introduce  what  he  calls  the  Prussian  ;  in  which  the  noble  Duke  has  made  these 
system  into  this  country.  I  value  ex- ;  appointments.  At  the  head  of  secondary 
tremely  the  peculiar,  perhaps,  but  inde- ;  and  technical  education  the  noble  Duke 
pendent  education  given  in  this  country,  has  placed  a  very  able  man — Sir  William 
and  I  should  be  the  last  to  approve  of  :  Abney.  I  for  one  shall  not  say  a  word 
trying  to  found  a  new  system  on  the  lines  :  against  Sir  William  Abney.  I  know  him 
of  those  we  see  abroad.  I  shall  not  to  be  a  man  of  first  class  ability,  and  I 
follow  the  noble  Lord  even  on  the  should  say  of  liberal  and  broad  views; 
subject  of  free  education.  I  shall  leave  but  he  has  been  entirely,  so  far  as  educa- 
that  to  the  noble  Duke  who  will  reply,  ;  tion  is  concerned,  connected  with  science 
but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  the  and  art,  and  there  is  a  fear  outside  that 
danger  there  is  in  this  Bill  on  that  sub-  >  if  he  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
ject.  Certainly,  if  the  noble  Lord  urges  ■  proposed  double  Department  he  may 
his  view  against  free  primary  education  ,  lay  too  much  stress  on  science  and  Mt, 
as  well  as  this  I  should  not  agree  with  and  not  deal  as  broadly  and  as  liberally 
him.  The  discussion  to-night  must  be  as  he  ought  with  secondary  education, 
somewhat  academic,  as  the  noble  Duke  That  view  is  somewhat  strengthened 
has  announced  that  he  does  not  intend  to  .  when  it  is  seen  what  has  been  done  as 
carry  the  Bill  beyond  the  Second  Heading  regards  the  assistant  secretaries  There 
this  year,  but  he  challenge  j  those  of  us  in  are  two  assistant  secretaries  already,  and 
this  House  who  are  interested  in  the  sub-  two  more  have  been  added.  The  two 
ject  to  discuss  the  measure.  I  confess  present  assistant  secretaries  are  old  South 
that  I  was  somewhat  surprised  when  my  Kensington  men,  entirely  devoted  to  the 
noble  friend  the  noble  Duke  made  his  :  Science  and  Art  Department,  and  one  of 
speech  in  introducing  the  Bill  to  find  that  the  new  assistant  secretaries,  whom  the 
three  parts  of  that  speech  was  confined  to  noble  Duke  did  not  name  the  other  day, 
a  description  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  is  to  be  connected  with  the  technological 
Education  Department,  and  only  a  small  system.  Therefore,  three  out  of  the  four 
portion  of  it,  in  comparison,  to  a  descrip-  assistant  secretaries  are  directly  connected 
tion  of  the  Bill  itself.  When  I  had  with  technical  education.  The  fourth 
the  Bill  in  my  hands,  however,  I  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Bruce,  a 
was  not  surprised  at  the  impor-  man  of  whom  I  speak  with  the 
tance  which  the  noble  Duke  at-  highest  possible  admiration,  is  to  deal 
tached  to  the  reorganisation  of  the  with  the  secondary  part  of  education.  He 
Education  Department,  for  I  will  venture  possesses  all  the  qualifications  for  dealing 
to  *-ay  that  very  large,  I  think  too  large,  with  the  subject,  and  was  Secretary  to  the 
powers  have  been  given  to  the  Education  Secondary  Education  Commission,  which 
Board  without  Parliamentary  restrictions,  .'  brought  so  many  important  facts  to  bear 
and  therefore  it  is  of  more  consequence    on  this  subject,*  and  whose  Report  is  of 
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great  value.     There  are  many  per- 
of  influence  interested  in  education 
."wbo  feel  that  Mr.  Bruce  ought  to  have 
lean  a  joint  principal  secretary  with  Sir 
'William  Abney,  instead  of  being  placed 
Under  him.     I  wish  for  a  moment  to  refer 
to  what  the  noble  Duke  said  in  moving 
the  First  Reading  of  this  Bill,*  and  which, 
I  think,  may  have  been  misunderstood  in 
the  country.   The  noble  Duke — I  am  quot- 
ing   from    The    Parliamentary    Debates — 
•aid — 

•*  We  hope  and  intend  that  the  idea  of  the 
future  education  branch  of  the  office  will  be  to 
make  science  and  art  instruction  a  part  of 
general  education  in  addition  to  those  clerical 
and  literary  studies  which  have  hitherto  formed 
its  main  portion." 

With  that  I  entirely  agree ;  but  the  Lord 
President  went  on  to  say — 

"In  the  schools  and  institutions  directly 
assisted  by  the  B  >ard  of  Education  the  teach- 
ing of  science  and  of  art,  with  the  addition, 
perhaps,  of  some  commercial  subjects,  will 
probably  remain  the  principal  object-." 

The  noble  Duke  went  on  to  refer  to  the 
older  secondary  schools,  and  said — 

**  We  hope  that  the  scientific  resources  of  the 
Board  will  be  placed  at  their  disposal  if  they 
desire,  as  many  of  them  do  desire,  to  develop 
the  more  modern  sides  of  instruction  ana 
education.  ...  As  I  have  said,  it 
probably  will  be  the  case  that  any  interposi- 
tion of  the  Board  in  regard  to  secondary  edu- 
cation will  be  in  the  direction  of  endeavouring 
to  substitute  more  modern  for  the  older  studies ; 
bat  it  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to  find  adminis- 
trators of  sufficiently  wide  knowledge  and 
experience  to  make  the  latter  result  im- 
possible." 

Those  sentences  of  the  noble  Duke  seem 
to  imply  that  the  new  development  is 
almost  entirely  to  be  in  science  and  art, 
and  he  ends  in  this  remarkable  way,  re- 
ferring to  Mr.  Bruce — 

•■  Under  him  (Sir  William  Abney)  the  assis- 
tant secretary,  who  will  be  chiefly  concerned 
with  the  literary  side  of  instruction,  will  be 
Mr.  Bruce." 

With  regard  to  that,  I  think  the  noble 
Duke  has  suffered  some  injustice,  because 
in  the  report  of  his  speech  in  the  public 
press,  which  has  been  circulated  through- 
out the  country,  a  very  important  word 
is  left  out.  In  The  Times  the  noble  Duke 
is  reported  to  have  said — 

"Under  him  the  assistant  secretary,  who 
will  be  concerned  with  the  literary  side  of 
instruction,  will  be  Mr.  Bruce." 

The  important  word  "  chiefly  "  is  omitted, 
and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  thenoblo  Duke 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxxiv.,  page  1031. 


that  I  should  mention  this,  as  the  inser- 
tion of  the  word  makes  all  the  difforence. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Duke  in  introducing  the  Bill  will  create 
the  impression  in  the  country  that  the 
new  Education  Board  will  lean  a  great 
deal  more  to  the  old  Science  and  Art 
modes  of  action  than  to  a  genuine  and 
sound  system  of  secondary  education, 
which  is  so  much  wanted.  I  hope  the 
noble  Duke  will  be  able  to  be  more 
explicit  than  he  was  on  that  occasion  as  to- 
his  views  when  he  replies  to  the  debate 
to-night.  If  he  leaves  the  case  as  it  now 
stands  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  a  con- 
siderable chance  of  the  Department  lo3ing 
the  confidence  of  those  interested  in  edu- 
cation. I  now  come  to  the  Bill  itself.  I 
am  afraid  there  will  be  some  disappoint- 
ment in  regard  to  it.  The  Bill  is  not  as 
far-reaching  as  it  might  be,  and  I  am 
afraid  it  will  not  establish  in  the  country 
the  means  of  secondary  education  which 
are  so  much  wanted.  When  I  say  that  I  am 
not  for  a  moment  wishing  that  in  every 
locality,  quite  irrespective  of  its  re- 
quirements, a  new  secondary  school 
should  be  erected ;  but  I  think  secondary 
education  should  be  within  the  reach  of 
every  clever  boy  or  girl  in  the  country 
by  means  of  scholarships  or  otherwise. 
What  do  we  find  elsewhere  ]  In  other 
countries  and  in  the  colonies  we  find  such 
a  system  in  existence.  You  will  find  in 
almost  every  district  in  the  colonies  an 
admirable  secondary  school,  established 
sometimes  with  free  education,  which  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Norton  dislikes  so  very 
much,  and  sometimes  with  low  fees. 
Not  many  years  ago  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  a  fine  set  of  schools  at  Winni- 
peg, in  Manitoba.  I  found  there  an 
admirable  primary  school,  and  there 
was  in  the  same  building  a  secondary 
school,  admirably  furnished  and  admirably 
equipped  for  giving  secondary  education 
to  all  within  reach  of  that  school.  I  think 
the  people  of  this  country  may  really  have 
a  serious  complaint  to  make  of  Parlia- 
ments and  Governments  if  they  put  the 
young  men  and  women  of  this  country 
at  a  serious  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  those  in  the  colonies.  I  at  once 
admit  that  there  are  certain  parts  of  the 
Bill  to  which  I  can  give  my  hearty  ap- 
proval, such  as  the  provision  which  makes 
it  compulsory  on  local  authorities  to  use 
the  whole  of  the  "  whisky  money,"  or,  as 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  called  it,  the 
"beer  money,"  for  education.      I  do  not 
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know  that  that  will  reach  very  far,  for 
I  am  happy  to  think  there  are  very 
few  districts  in  which  the  money 
is  devoted  to  the  relief  of  rates  or 
for  any  other  purpose  than  education. 
I  welcome  also  the  alteration  in  the  rate. 
It  is  not  altogether  an  increase  of  a  penny 
in  the  £,  as  I  think  the  noble  Duke  ex- 
plained, for  in  some  places  urban  autho- 
rities can  raise  a  penny  in  the  £,  and  in 
the  same  county  the  county  authority 
may  do  the  same ;  but  in  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  in  this  Bill  the  county 
authorities  will  have  the  whole  distribu- 
tion and  control  of  this  twopence  in  the 
£.  I  think  there  will  be  considerable 
gain  by  doing  away  with  the  fiction  which 
now  exists  in  the  definition  of  technical 
and  secondary  education  in  many  places. 
The  county  authorities,  believing  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should 
be  a  system  of  sound  secondary  education 
before  trying  to  engraft  into  it  technical 
■education,  have  strained  that  principle 
and  there  has  been  considerable  fiction  in 
what  has  been  done  with  regard  to  this 
point.  In  my  opinion  the  method  by 
which  the  Bill  proposes  to  raise  the  new 
authorities  for  secondary  education  is 
much  too  vague.  A  great  deal  too  much 
is  left  to  the  Department  without  any 
control,  or  very  little  control,  by  Par- 
liament. In  a  matter  of  such  great 
national  importance,  Parliament  ought  to 
lay  down  very  precisely  certain  con- 
ditions on  which  these  bodies  are  to  be 
formed.     The  noble  Duke  has  probably  j  schools,  but  I  do  wish  to  see  throughout 


very  difficult  question,  but  at  some  tame 
or  other  it  will  have  to  be  faced.  Possibly 
the  noble  Duke  will  say  it  will  be  faced 
by  the  schemes  which  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Department  by  the  county  couorik 
I  for  one  should  like  very  much  to  see 
certain  elected  bodies  represented  on  these 
Committees  for  managing  secondary  edu- 
cation. There  are  a  great  many  refer- 
ences in  the  Bill,  and  it  is  not  quite  dear 
whether  certain  matters  are  included  in  it 
or  not.  I  do  not  know  whether  when  a 
council  aids  a  school  they  are  entitled  to 
place  on  the  management  of  that  school 
representatives  in  proportion  to  the 
grant  made.  This  is  to  my  mind  most 
essential.  I  think  county  councils  ought 
in  every  case  to  have  a  majoritv  on  the 
Committees,  and  in  the  towns  \  should 
like  to  see  the  school  boards  represent 
the  minority.  It  is  essential,  particularly 
in  towns,  that  near  connection  should  be 
maintained  between  primary  and  secondaiy 
education.  There  are  difficulties,  such  as 
those  to  which  the  noble  Duke  alluded, 
as  to  higher  grade  schools  which  will 
be  removed  to  a  large  extent  W 
having  representatives  of  the  school 
boards  who  have  to  deal  with  these  higher 
grade  schools  on  the  committees  for 
managing  secondary  education.  In  rural 
districts,  I  know,  this  will  be  impossible, 
for  there  are  not  school  boards  all  over 
|  the  country.  I  deeply  regret  this.  I  am 
I  not  against  Voluntary  schools,  and  I  do 
i  not  wish  to  see  them  all  turned  into  Board 


taken  the  machinery  for  this  to  some 
extent  from  the  Welsh  Intermediate 
Education  Act,  but  he  has  not  followed 
the  precedent  of  that  Act  very  closely. 
In  that  Act  there  was  a  special  joint 
Committee  for  proposing  schemes  created 
before  the  final  authority  was  made. 
1  do  not  know  that  the  difference  is  very 


the  country  school  boards  established 
through  which  the  sums  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment or  the  rates  should  pass.  At  present 
no  such  bodies  exist  in  many  rural  dis- 
tricts ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  to 
lay  down  that  the  rural  county  councils 
should  have  representatives  of  school 
boards  on  their  committees.      It  seems, 


great,  but  the  present  Bill  leaves  it  to  the  j  therefore,  probable  that  with  regard  to 
county  council  to  form  the  scheme  and  I  these  rural  county  councils  some  system 
submit  it  to  the  Education  Board.  I  j  of  co-optation  will  have  to  be  agreed  to, 
think  the  other  plan  would  be  more  pre-  j  but  I  should  be  opposed  to  Government 
ferable,  and  would  bring  more  local  !  nomination.  Universities  and  colleges  are 
interest  to  bear.  I  recognise  that  a  cer-  j  named.  That  may  be  all  very  well  in 
tain  amount  of  elasticity  must  be  intro-  ■  certain  places  where  colleges  or  univer- 
■duced  for  the  formation  of  these  schemes.  |  sities  are  placed  in  the  midst  of  counties, 
Speaking  roughly,  there  are  two  bodies,  !  but  there  are  many  counties  where  this 
or  two  kinds  of  bodies  that  have  to  be  «  could  not  take  place.  I  now  come  to 
considered.  There  are  urban  bodies  and  ;  certain  other  difficulties  which  I  see  in 
rural  bodies.  The  urban  lx>dies  are  in  a  ;  the  Bill.  To  those  who  have  followed 
very  different  position  from  the  rural  |  the  education  debates  and  discussions 
bodies,  for  they  cover  what  are  called  the  :  throughout  the  country  it  must  be  a 
non-county  towns.     I  know  that  raises  a  j  matter  of  deep  sorrow  that  such  bitter 
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feuds  should  exist  with  regard  to  matters 
•connected  with  the  religious  question  in 
primary  schools.     I  believe  that  the  very 
net  of  the  existence  of  these  feuds  pre- 
vents the  spread  and  the  management  in 
•the  best  way  of  education  throughout  the 
country.     Happily,  up  to  this  moment 
technical  education  has  not  had  any  diffi- 
•culty  of  this  sort.     I  wish  I  could  think 
that  this  Bill  would  not  introduce  any 
difficulty  in  the   future,   but  I   confess 
that  I  fear  that  some  clauses  of  the  Bill 
anay  bring  the  religious  feud  into  ques- 
tions connected  with  secondary  education. 
The  noble  Duke  may  be  able  to  explain 
the  clauses  better  than  they  are  under- 
stood   elsewhere,  but    there    are    many 
people  who  believe — and  there  is   reason 
ior  thinking  they  are  right  in  their  belief 
— that  you  will  be  able  under  this  Bill, 
•with     hardly    any    restriction    on     the 
management,  to  what  is  called  bolster  up 
jwrely  denominational    schools    by    the 
large  grants  made  to  them  fer  apparatus 
.and  various  other  matters.     I  must  say  I 
.should  deeply  regret  that,  and  I  am  quite 
•certain  there  will    be    throughout    the 
•country     very      strong      opposition     to 
anything     which     might     be    regarded 
.as     indirect     endowments    to    denomi- 
national     secondary      schools     without 
.any  representative  control.     I  should  be 
-content,   and   I   know  a  great  many   of 
those   with   whom   I  have  been  spoken 
would  be  content,   if  the    noble   Duke 
introduced  into  the  Bill  some  such  restric- 
tions or  conditions  with  regard  to  religious 
instruction,  as  are   to   be   found  in  the 
Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  and  I 
hope  that  if  the  Bill  comes  before  Parlia- 
ment again  it  will   be  modified  in  this 
.respect.     I  come  now  to  the  question  of 
private  schools.     No  doubt  there  are  a 
.great  many  private  schools  in  the  country 
which  give  very  good  secondary  educa- 
tion,    I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  those 
schools  deprived,  under  certain  conditions, 
-of  the  benefits  which  would  arise  under 
inspection,    or  to    prevent    clever  boys 
from    them   winning  scholarships  under 
theseschemea;  but  I  confess  I  have  a  strong 
opinion  that  private  schools  for  secondary 
education  should  not  directly  receive  aid 
under  this  Bill.   I  have  admitted  that  there 
.are  very  excellent  private  schools,    but 
private  schools  depend  on  the  skill  of  the 
man  who  is  at  the  head  of  them.     He  is 
often  a  very  clever  man,  and  makes  the 
school    succeed    and    become     a     great 
.financial  success.;  but,  should  death  un- 


fortunately remove  him,  would  it  be 
right  to  go  on  with  his  successor,  who 
might  be  a  perfectly  incompetent  person  ? 
If  you  once  get  committed  to  aids  to  a 
particular  school  it  is  very  difficult,  on 
the  first  change  of  the  headmaster,  to  give 
up  making  your  grant.  It  is  quite 
different  in  the  case  of  public  companies, 
who  manage  their  schools  on  a  broad 
and  liberal  basis.  I  should  be  quite 
ready  to  agree  to  exceptional  treat- 
ment being  allowed  to  some  of 
these  private  schools  which  are  under 
public  companies  not  making  a  large 
profit.  Unless  something  of  this  kind  is 
done,  I  am  afraid  that  there  will  be  a  race 
on  the  part  of  private  schools  to  obtain 
grants  under  the  Bill,  and  there  will  be  a 
chance,  in  certain  districts,  at  all  events, 
of  a  great  many  incompetent  schools, 
giving  secondary  education,  receiving 
these  grants.  I  therefore  do  not  like  the 
third  section  of  Clause  3.  There  are 
certain  omissions  from  the  Bill,  some  of 
which  are  of  considerable  importance.  I 
do  not  find  a  clause  throwing  upon  the 
local  authority  the  duty  of  satisfying 
public  demands  for  secondary  education 
I  in  their  district.  I  have  in  vain 
searched  for  it.  I  have  looked  back 
at  some  of  the  other  Acts  which 
are  to  be  read  with  this  Bill ;  and  I  am 
afraid  I  do  not  see  anything  which  will 
meet  the  difficulty.  It  seems  to  me  abso- 
lutely necessary,  if  you  are  to  provide 
sufficient  secondary  education  for  every 
child  all  over  the  country,  that  the  duty 
should  be  thrown  on  the  authority 
managing  secondary  education  to  provide 
such  education  as  the  demands  of  the  dis- 
trict require.  There  is  another  omission. 
There  is  no  clause  in  this  Bill  like  the 
seventeenth  clause  of  the  Bill  of  1896. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
The  Bill  of  1896  ? 

Earl  SPENCER  :  I  mean  the  Bill  that 
did  not  pass.  That  clause  is  of  great 
importance  for  this  reason.  Ever  since 
this  subject  has  been  dealt  with  it  has 
always  been  urged  that  the  endowments 
which  exist  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  should  be  used  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  originally  intended 
— namely,  secondary  education.  We  all 
know  that  in  many  districts  numbers  of 
these  grammar  schools  have  fallen  into  a 
hopeless   state    of    decrepitude.       Their 
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funds  are  absolutely  useless  for  the  pur- 
pose of  education,  and  the  money  is  being 
wasted.  I  know,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, that  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  old  grammar  schools  have 
been  revived  and  put  under  new 
schemes,  with,  the  result  that  they 
are  doing  exceedingly  well.  In  Wales 
the  power  of  approaching  the  body 
who  have  the  granting  of  new  schemes — 
the  Charity  Commission — was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  secondary  education 
bodies,  and  I  am  told  that  in  Wales, 
owing  to  their  influence  in  the  localities, 
those  bodies  have  been  in  many  instances 
successful  in  getting  old  grammar  schools 
put  on  a  better  footing  and  in  utilising 
their  endowments  for  the  public  good. 
If  that  is  so  I  consider  this  is  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance,  and  I  regret  that 
the  noble  Duke  has  not  included  some 
such  provision  in  this  Bill.  On  two  points 
explanation  is  necessary  to  satisfy  the  fears 
of  some  highly  intelligent  persons  outside 
Parliament,  who  are  not,  perhaps,  so  versed 
in  dealing  with  Bills  as  members  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  and  who  have  read  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill  as  enabling  the  authori- 
ties under  it  to  make  grants  to  any  other 
form  of  education.  That  expression 
appears  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  of 
Clause  1,  and  it  appears  again  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section  of  Clause  2.  An  idea 
has  been  created  that  this  might  place 
primary  education  under  the  control  of 
local  councils.  I  confess  myself  that  I 
do  not  share  that  idea,  because  the  clauses 
are  governed  by  the  title  of  the  Bill, 
which  declares  the  Act  to  be — 

"  An  Act  to  make  better  provision  for 
enabling  county  councils  and  other  local 
authorities  to  aid  forms  of  education  not 
being  elementary." 

If  it  were  intended  that  the  Bill  should  go 
to  Committee,  I  should  move  that  these 
words  be  added  to  the  first  subsection  of 
Clauses  1  and  2  in  order  to  make  this 
point  clear.  The  noble  Duke  will  no 
doubt  be  able  to  say  something  which 
will  explain  how  this  matter  stands,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  are  exceedingly 
anxious  about  it  outside  Parliament. 
Another  matter  I  press  upon  the  noble 
Duke  is  that  he  should  not  hastily  draw 
a  line  of  demarcation  between  secondary 
and  primary  schools.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  noble  Duke  that  there  is  very  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  so  doing,  and  I  re- 
joice to  see  that  he  is  not,  at  all  events,  in 
a  hurry  to  draw   that  line.     I  think  it 

Earl  Spencer. 


would  be  a  very  great  loss  to  education 
if  the  line  were  so  drawn  as  to  take  the 
higher  grade  schools  away  from  the 
management  of  the  school  boards.  I  am 
aware  thatithe  noble  Duke  has  issued  an 
Order  regulating  what  are  to  be  the 
higher  grade  schools  still  remaining 
under  the  Board  of  Education,  but 
I  am  afraid,  from  what  I  hear,  that  the 
Order  will  throw  a  good  many  schools 
into  very  great  difficulty,  cause  great 
dissatisfaction,  and  stop  their  admirable 
educational  work  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  I  believe  that  these  higher 
grade  schools  have  become  almost  a 
necessity  in  many  places.  I  will  quote 
the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who  was  very 
well  known  to  the  noble  Duke  and  myself 
when  we  were  both  at  Cambridge — the 
late  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Education 
Board,  Mr.  Sharpe.  In  his  general  Re- 
port for  1 897  Mr.  Sharpe  said— 

"  But  if  a  good  system  of  secondary  school*, 
should  in  the  distant  future  be  established,  I 
do  not  think  that  even  then  a  hard-and-fast 
line  can  be  drawn  between  primary  and 
secondary  schools,  and  there  must  be  ot  neces- 
sity some  overlapping  of  subjects  ;  it  would  he 
unjust  to  deprive  the  higher  primary  schools 
of  the  liberty  of  taking  some  part  of  the  sub- 
jects which  might  be  held  to  belong  to 
secondary  schools.  Unless  a  system  of  County 
Council  or  other  scholarships  can  be  devised, 
which  would  remove  all  the  more  clever  bov* 
to  a  secondary  school  at  an  age  that  would 
leave  three  or  four  years  of  subsequent  study, 
boys  who  have  only  two  years  longer  of  school 
life  would  be  better  left  in  the  higher  primary 
school,  with  whose  methods  and  teachers  they 
j  are  familiar." 

I  I  think  these  are  very  wise  words,  and  I 
!  venture  again  to  press  on  the  noble  Duke 
I  that  he  should  not  be  in  too  great  a  hurry 
I  to  draw  this  line  of  demarcation,  though 
|  at  some  future  day  it  will  have  to  be 
i  drawn.  I  am  afraid  I  have  detained  your 
j  Lordships  at  considerable  length,  but  my 
j  excuse  must  be  the  great  importance  of 
j  the  subject.  It  is  one  in  which  the 
j  country  takes  the  deepest  possible 
j  interest.      In    my    opinion    this    Bill  is 

hardly  adequate,  and  in  some  respects  I 
I  am  afraid  it  opens  dangerous  topics.  If 
I  I  am  mistaken  in  this  I  shall  be  glad,  for 
;  I  am  certain  that    the  sooner  a  sound, 

good,    system  of  secondary  education  in 

the    country  is  established,  the    better. 

We  talk  a  great  deal  of  the  absolute 
:  necessity,  in  these  days  of  keen  compe- 
:  tion  in  commerce  with  other  nations,  of 
i  giving  a  wide  and  good  technical  educa- 
!  tion,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  we  must 
j  include  secondary  with  technical  educar 
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tion,  for  without  a  good  grounding  in  | 
aeoondary  education  it  is  vain  and  futile  ' 
to  impart  technical  instruction  to  pupils.  ' 

*The  Lord  Archbishop  of  CAN- 
TERBURY: My  Lords,  I  think  it  is 
•quite  true  that  the  proposals  in  the  first 
•Clause  of  the  Bill  are  too  vague,  and  that 
ire  ought  to  have  a  more  distinct  state- 
inent  of  the  principle  on  which  these 
-educational  committees  are  to  be  formed. 
It  is  a  very  marked  thing,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  right  thing,  that  for  the  first 
time  in  legislation  of  this  sort,  so  far  as  I 
can  remember,  these  schemes  are  not  to 
be  submitted  to  Parliament.  Parliamen- 
tary control  over  them  is  altogether  gone. 
Hitherto  it  has  been  the  practice,  when 
schemes  are  male  for  endowed  schools, 
for  instance,  that  every  such  scheme 
ehould  be  submitted  to  Parliament  and 
discussed  either  in  this  House  or  in  the 
other  House.  I  think  it  is  rather  a  mis- 
fortune that  Parliament  is  not  called  upon 
in  the  same  way  to  deal  with  such 
schemes  as  are  proposed  under  Clause  1 
of  this  Bill,  because  there  can  be  no 
•question  at  all  that  the  discussions  in 
Parliament  have  a  great  effect  not  only 
upon  the  scheme  under  discussion,  but 
upon  the  general  course  of  public  opinion 
on  these  matters.  As  to  the  proposals 
with  regard  to  religious  education,  the 
noble  Earl  seems  to  think  that  denomina- 
tional religious  education  is  something 
bad  in  itself. 

Earl  SPENCER :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
bad  in  its  proper  place. 

♦The  Lord  Archbishop  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to 
•ay  it  should  not  come  within  secondary 
education.  That  is  the  place  where, 
indeed,  it  is  most  wanted.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  working  of  schools  since 
1870  has  very  distinctly  brought  before 
us  this  fact,  that  the  undenominational 
education  given  does  not  reach  the 
religious  instruction  desired  by  religious 
people  to  be  given.  Those  who  are 
anxious  that  religious  education  should  be 
given  mean  not  only  that  the  learners 
should  be  taught  particular  doctrines 
but  that  they  should  be  trained 
to  apply  all  religious  doctrines  to 
their  ordinary  life,  and  you  do  not  get 
that  training  from  any  teacher  who  is 
not  very  much  in  earnest  about  the  reli- 
gious instruction  which  he  gives.     There 


are  teachers,  I  have  no  doubt,  who  are 
very  much  in  earnest  and  who  would  do 
good  work  of  that  kind,  although  re- 
stricted from  handling  the  religious  in- 
struction which  they  give  quite  freely.  I 
have  no  doubt  there  are  such  teachers, 
but  they  do  not  abound.  As  a  rule,  if 
you  leave  a  man  free  he  will  teach  such 
religious  education  as  he  himself  believes 
in,  and  he  will  teach  it  tolerably  well  in 
proportion  to  that  belief;  but  you  will 
not  get  a  man  who  is  very  much  in 
earnest  in  these  matters  to  give  a 
thorough  -  going  religious  education  if 
you  say  to  him  he  must  leave 
out  a  large  part  of  that  which,  in  his  own 
eyes,  is  of  very  great  importance  as  an 
ingredient  in  all  such  education.  Denomi- 
national education  has  this  merit  about  it, 
that  it  always  tends  to  carry  with  it,  not 
merely  religious  knowledge,  but  religious 
training  in  a  sense  in  which  I  do  not 
believe  that  you  would  get  it  from 
teachers  who  are  hampered  by  the  unde- 
nominational system.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  I  have  any  fault  to  find  with  the 
undenominational  system  if  you  can  get 
teachers  who  are  really  able  to  give  true 
religious  instruction  under  that  form,  but 
I  do  say  that  the  number  of  teachers 
who  can  do  it  is  extremely  limited,  and 
that  whilst  you  can  get  a  few  to  do  it, 
and  to  do  it  well,  you  do  not  get 
a  very  great  number.  Therefore, 
I  think  that  anything  which  damages 
denominational  education  in  this  part  of 
the  educational  system  would  be  a  very 
serious  mischief.  I  do  not  wish  to  find 
fault  with  the  proposals  that  are  in  the 
Bill,  but  I  should  like,  if  possible,  to 
secure  for  denominational  teaching 
what  was  allowed  by  the  Department  a 
little  while  ago  in  a  training  college  that 
was  established  for  mistresses.  In  that 
case  it  was  provided  that  the  residential 
part  of  the  training  college  should  be 
denominational,  but  that  it  should  have 
also  a  non-residential  part,  and  there  the 
conscience  clause  came  in.  There  was 
a  fair  compromise  between  the  two 
systems,  and  I  think  the  application 
of  that  principle  in  the  provision 
of  schools  for  secondary  education  might 
very  well  be  allowed,  and  would  get  rid 
of  all  the  difficulty  on  this  subject   with 

freater  ease  than  any  other  proposal  that 
have  yet  heard  of.  That  in  day  schools 
there  should  be  a  conscience  clause  is  fair 
enough.  The  teaching  in  day  schools  can 
be  managed  in  such  a  way  that  the  with- 
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drawal  of  certain  children  is  not  a  very 
serious  difficulty ;  but  when  you  come  from 
day  schools  to  boarding  schools  the  thing 
is  different,  and  I  hold  that,  where  these 
boarding-houses  are  in  the  hands  of  j 
denominational  managers,  religious  in-  j 
struction  should  be  given  to  all  who  are  I 
living  within  those  houses.  It  would  be 
a  difficult  thing  to  provide  anything  of  | 
this  sort  in  elementary  schools,  because 
there,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  you 
have  not  got  boarding-houses  at  all. 
But  in  secondary  education  it  is  cer- 
tain that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  pupils  will  be  living  in  boarding- 
houses,  and  to  impose  a  conscience  clause 
in  such  cases  would  be  doing  nobody  any 
good  whatever,  but  would  impose  on  a 
good  many  a  great  burden,  because  it  is 
so  very  difficult  to  manage  a  home  in 
which  you  have  different  religious  per- 
suasions present.  The  students  ought  to 
be  treated  as  if  they  were  in  their  own 
homes.  I  venture  to  put  this  before  the 
House  and  before  the  noble  Duke,  the 
Lord  President,  because  it  is  consistent 
with  the  principle  that  has  been  already 
adopted,  and  will,  I  think,  make  a  very 
great  difference  in  the  working  of  a  Bill 
such  as  this.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
if  the  result  should  be  to  bring  denomi- 
national religious  instruction  into  any 
place  where  it  ought  not  to  come,  but  I 
ventrre  to  think  you  ought  to  be  very 
careful  indeed  before  you  decide  that 
secondary  education  is  such  a  thing  that 
into  the  homes  which  I  have  described 
denominational  religious  education  ought 
never  to  enter.  Those  are  the  only 
remarks  I  wish  to  make  at  this  point  on 
Clause  3  ;  but  I  desire  also  to  say  a  word 
with  regard  to  Clause  4.  In  that  clause 
it  is  stated  that — 

"  Every  council  shall,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
powers  of  establishing  and  aiding  schools 
under  the  said  Acts,"  etc. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  help  to  us  all  when  | 
this   Bill   reaches   Committee   if    in   the  I 
margin   a   reference    was    made    to    the  j 
places     in     those      Acts      where     this  ] 
power   of  establishing  schools   is  given.  ! 
The   power  of  aiding    schools    is    given 
plainly  enough,  but  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  where  there  is  power  given  in  the 
Technical  Instruction  Acts   to    establish 
schools.     I  think  it  would  be  as  well  that 
that  matter  should   be  cleared  up.      In 
conclusion,   I  wish  to  add  that  while   I 
have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  prevent 
the  Bill  from  becoming  law,  I  think  it 
comes  twenty  years  too  late. 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 


Lord  REAY:  My  Lords,  after  the 
careful  analysis  of  the  Bill  which  has  been 
made  by  my  noble  friend  behind  me,  I  do 
not  intend  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
measure,  but  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  general  aspect 
of  the  question  of  secondary  education. 
What  is  the  great  need  of  the  country  with 
regard  to  secondary  education  at  the  pre- 
sent time  1  The  answer  is,  a  proper  dis- 
tribution of  the  time  which  is  available 
for  education.  The  great  danger  at  the 
present  moment  is  the  overloaded  curri- 
culum, because  insufficient  allowance  is 
made  for  the  great  variety  of  existing: 
demands.  Where  a  boy's  education 
ends  at  fifteen,  it  is  quite  clear  that  he  will 
have  to  distribute  his  time  differently 
than  if  he  ends  his  education  at  eighteen; 
and  the  next  question  which  arises  ia, 
what  kind  of  education  will  be  required 
in  view  of  the  profession  or  career  on 
which  the  boy  will  enter  ?  A  sailor  must 
have  a  different  education  from  that  of 
a  soldier,  and  a  doctor  must  have  a 
different  education  from  that  of  an 
engineer.  We  must  therefore  provide 
for  two  things,  and  keep  them  very 
distinct — general  secondary  education, 
and  special  secondary  education,  taking 
into  account  the  leaving  age  and  the  pro- 
fession on  which  the  scholars  intend  to 
enter.  I  am  very  thankful  that  no 
attempt  has  been  made  in  this  Bill  to 
draw  the  line  of  demarcation  between 
primary,  secondary,  and  higher  education. 
It  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  that  quite 
lately  two  very  eminent  statesmen  in 
France — MM.  Poincare  and  Bourgeois — 
in  giving  evidence  before  a  Secondary 
Education  Commission,  both  agreed  that 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  draw  the 
line  between  primary,  secondary,  and 
higher  education.  That  is  all  the  more 
remarkable,  because  in  the  organisation  of 
the  French  Ministry  of  Public  Education 
there  is  a  director  for  primary  educa- 
tion, a  director  for  secondary  education, 
and  a  director  for  higher  education. 
If,  therefore,  the  demarcation  has  failed 
in  France,  we  may  conclude  that  we 
should  not  be  more  successful  in  a  similar 
attempt.  There  are  so  many  openings  for 
English  boys  that  we  must  necessarily 
have  a  great  variety  of  curricula.  How- 
ever limited  the  time  may  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  those  who  have  to  teach  the  boy, 
a  sound  general  education  must  be  given 
as  a  solid  foundation.  It  is  on  that 
point  that  I  wish  to  enter  into  some 
detail,  because  my  impression  is  that  the 
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ideas  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  what 
constitutes  a  general  education  are  not 
Yery  clear.    The  longer  you  can  defer  the 

riod  of  specialisation  the  better.  When 
received  the  Minute  on  Higher 
Elementary  Schools,  I  thought  that  these 
principles  were  recognised,  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  give  a  general  education 
up  to  the  age  of  'fifteen — the  limit  of  the 
Free  Education  Act — to  all  those  who 
would  be  qualified  and  prepared  to  make 
good  use  of  it.  The  Minute  contemplated 
"suitability  of  instruction  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  scholars  and  the 
neighbourhood."  That  was  exactly  what 
was  wanted,  and  it  could  not  mean  any- 
thing but  a  differentiation  of  the  curricula 
of  higher  elementary  schools.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  School  Board  for 
London  asked  for  the  recognition  of  forty- 
three  separate  schools  for  boys  and  girls 
in  seventy  -  nine  departments.  That 
sounds  a  very  large  figure,  but  when  I 
tell  your  Lordships  that  it  only  means 
one  higher  elementary  school  per  100,000 
inhabitants,  and  that  in  the  small  king- 
dom of  Saxony  there  are  forty-four  com- 
mercial schools,  you  will  at  once  see  that 
it  was  by  no  means  an  exaggerated 
demand.  What  was  the  answer  of  the 
Department  1    It  was  that — 

"  The  Board  of  Education  will  be  ready  to 
entertain  a  proposal  for  the  conversion  of  the 
schools  of  science  provided  by  the  school 
board,  into  higher  elementary  schools,  and 
in  localities  where  additional  schools  of  science 
might,  so  far  as  educational  reasons  are  con- 
cerned, be  recognised,  the  Board  of  Education 
will  consider  an  application  for  the  recognition 
of  a  higher  elementary  school." 

The  decision  of  the  Board  of  Education 
§  is  in  direct  contradiction  with  the  words  I 
have  quoted  from  the  Minute,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  in  London  the  educa- 
tion wanted  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber of  boys  is  not  that  of  a  school 
of  science,  and  that  as  regards 
girls  it  is  absolutely  unsuitable.  We 
have  seventy-nine  higher  grade  depart- 
ments in  connection  with  the  London 
School  Board,  and  only  four  schools  of 
science.  If  the  higher  elementary 
school  is  to  be  a  school  for  goneral  educa- 
tion, it  cannot  be  a  school  of  science. 
Science  may  be  one  of  the  subjects 
taught,  but  it  cannot  be  the  preponderant 
element.  In  order  to  justify  what  I  am 
saying,  I  shall  appeal  from  the  Board  of 
Education  to  the  late  Education  Depart- 
ment. On  November  3rd,  1898,  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  forwarded  a 


suggestion  by  their  Inspector  that  Chelsea 

"would   benefit   by   the   provision   of  a 

suitably   equipped    School    of    Science. "* 

The    Education    Department,    however^ 

sent    a    Keport    from     their     Inspector 

strongly  urging  that  the  school  should  be 

designed  "also for  the  teaching  of  modern 

languages  and  commercial  training."     On 

j  March    2nd,    1899,    the    Education    De- 

j  partment    forwarded    to    us    a    further 

,  Memorandum    from    Her   Majesty's   In- 

j  spector  for  the  Chelsea  Division,  in  which: 

j  he  alludes  to   "  the   lack  of  commercial 

i  training  and  utterly  inadequate  time-given 

to  the  only  modern  language  taken  "  ia 

the  higher  grade  schools  in  Chelsea.   This 

led  to  a  conference  with  representatives, 

I  of    the    Education     Department.       Her 

i  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  in  his  annual 

!  Report  for  1899  refers  to  this  conference; 

«'  as  follows — 

"  There  was  general  agreement  that  in  these 
[higher  grade]  schools- there  ia  a  tendency  to. 
neglect  what  may  be  called  the  humanities,  and, 
to  make  practical  subjects  unduly  prominent. 
That  this  neglect  of  literary  subjects  is 
injudicious  is  shown  by  the  instance  of. 
Scotland,  where  literary  subjects  have  always 
been  considered  of  first  importance,  and. 
yet  no  one  can  accuse  the  Scotch  ■  of 
being  imperfectly  equipped  for  the  practical/ 
work  of  their  lives,  or  can  deny  their,  suceesa 

I  in  every  branch  of  it— mechanical,  commercial, 

j  or  intellectual. "' 

It  is  not  a  Scotsman  who.  says^  that,  but 
Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  in  London. 

,  A  sub-committee  of  the  Technical  Edu- 
cation Board  of  the  London.  County 
Council  came  to  the  same  conclusion,, 
after  having  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the 
needs  of  commercial  education  in  London. 

|  They  reported  as  follows — 

|      "We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  Question 
i  >vhich     concerns     the    citizens    of    London 
i  more     than     any     other     British    subjects, 
!  for   London    stands    alone,    as    the  greatest 
commercial  centre  in  the  world,  and  as  the 
heart  of  the  British  Empire.     London  has  not 
only  a  larger  proportion  of  clerks  than  any 
!  other  city  in  the  world,  it  has  probably  also  a 
larger  proportion  of  clerks  to  the  whole  popula- 
tion   than    most    other    cities.       Everything 
which  affects  British  trade  must  affect  London 
,  in  a  special  degree  ;  and  it  is  only  fitting  that 
j  any  measures  which  are  to  be  taken  for  the 
'  defence  of  our  commercial  supremacy  should 
I  be  put  forward  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
i  merchants  and  citizens  of  London." 

Therefore  in  the  case  of  London  there  is 
a  perfect  agreement  as  to  the  necessities 
of  general  secondary  education  between 
Her  Majesty's  Inspectors,  the  Technical 
Education  Board,  and.  the  London  School 
Board.     But,  though,  the  London  School 
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Board,  complying  with  the  demand  of  |  one  will  deny  their  educational  value  -.but 
the  late  Education  Department,  have  ,  in  how  many  instances  is  this  the  case  \  1 
established  higher  elementary  schools  for  asked  a  classical  master  this  question,  and 
instruction  in  modern  languages  and  com-  he  stated  that  out  of  every  four  classical 
mercial  subjects,  the  present  Board  of ;  scholars  three  derived  absolutely  no  bene- 
Education  have  limited  us  to  the  develop-  \  lit  from  such  training,  and  he  was  not 
ment  of  a  very  scanty  number  conducted  !  prepared  to  grant  that  of  the  remainiog 
on  pure  science  lines.  I  cannot  under- 
stand   the    educational    reason    for  this 


fourth  more  than  a  small  proportion  were 
really  the  better   for  the   time  they  had 


action  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Educa-  j  spent  on  Latin  and  Greek.     What  is  the 
tion.      What    the     business    houses    in  ;  alternative  1      That    the     time    wasted 
London    want   arc    clerks   who    can    at !  on    Latin  and    Greek    should  be  given 
least      speak      fluently      one      foreign  !  to    English     literature      and      history. 
.  language.      If  only  you  begin  at  an  early    There  is  not  to  my  mind  a  finer  educa- 
age  this  is  quite  feasible,  but  this  decision  j  tional  instrument  than  English  literature, 
of  the  Board  of  Education  upsets  all  the  j  and  that  history  should  be  studied  in  all 
measures  taken  by  the  London    School  I  its  ramifications  will,  I  think,   need  no 
Board  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  |  argument  in  this  House.     The  result  will 
of  the  Education  Department.     It  does  |  be  that  you  will  give  a  real  education  to 
more.     It  throws  the  whole    burden  of  !  the  large  majority  of  boys  who  at  present 
our  higher  grade  departments    on    the  !  get  a  mere  superficial  knowledge  of  the 
rates,  in  so  far  as  the  payment  of  a  block  j  classics,  and   that   they    will  have  been 
grant  constitutes  a  reduction  on  the  grant '  taught  subjects  which  they  will  assimilate, 
we  obtained  for  those  schools  under  the  |  and  which  will  stimulate  them  to  further 
former  Code.  It  virtually  cancels  the  Minute  :  oxertion.     In  both  cases    the   education 
to  which  I   have   referred,   and    instead  j  will   proceed    on    literary   lines,  and  in 
of  giving   us   higher  elementary  schools,  '  both  cases  you  may   add  other  subject^ 
which  we  want,  forces  us  to  be  satisfied  !  but  you  will  have  brought  these  young 
with    a    ridiculously    small    number    of  '  minds  in  contact  with  the  best  thought* 
schools,    which  are   only    required   by  a !  of     superior      minds.        The       neglect 
minority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Loudon,  j  of  English  literature  and  history  may  lead 
The    case    of    London    illustrates    that  !  to  this  curious  result,  that  an  Englishman 
of     other     centres     similarly     situated,  j  meeting  a  German   may    find   that  the 
It  discloses,  however,  a   very   important  ■  latter  knows  more  of  English  literature 
misconception,  to   which  the  noble  Earl  i  and  of  English  history  than  he  knows  him- 
behind  me  has  already  alluded,  which  may  !  self.     This  question  of  the  relative  value 
injuriously   affect   not  only   our    higher  !  of  a  classical  and  a  modern  literary  edu- 
elementary  schools,  but  also  our  secondary  ,  cation  has  been  most   carefully   investi- 
schools.     It  proceeds  from  the  same  mis-  i  gated  in  France  and  in  Germany.     In  a 
taken    notion    which     turned    technical  j  recent  volume  of  evidence  given  before  a 
education     committees     into     secondary  ]  commission  of    secondary  education,  pre-, 
education    committees    under   Clause    7  j  sided  over  by  M.  Ribot,  a  former  Premier, 
of      the      Directory     of      the     Science  j  in  France,   such  eminent  witnesses  as  M. 
and    Art    Department.       The     assump- ;  Poincare  and  M.  Bourgeois,  ex-Ministere 
tion     that     the     literary    side    of     ele-  j  of   Public    Instruction,    and   M.    Greard 
mentary  and  of  secondary  education  is  less  !■  and  M.  Lavirre,  stated  that  modern  litera- 
important  than  its  scientific  side,  and  that  i  ture  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
if  you  introduce  a  few  literary  subjects  ;  as   the  classics.     The    German   Emperor 
in  a  school  of  science  you  have  satisfied  .  put  this   very   forcibly  when  he   said — 
educational  demands,  is  entirely  erroneous.  .  "  I  don't  want  Romans  and   Greeks  ;  I 
It  is  the  result  of  the  neglect  of  scientific  .  want    Germans."      By  far   the    greater 
studies  in  former  days  and  the  monopoly  !  numl>er  of  professions   on   which  young 
enjoyed  by  classical  studies.     One  side !  Englishmen     enter     require     a     know- 
of    secondary    education   is   covered  by  ;  ledge  of    modern   subjects.      You  want 
classics.      The    question  at    once  arises,    a   general   education    on    modern    lines 
how     much     benefit     is    derived    from    running  parallel  with  a  general  education 
these   studies  1      If    they    are    pursued  .  on  classical  lines,  and  you  can   include 
with  the   real   aim    to  master  the  best  j  science  in  either.     It  would  be  disastrous 
thoughts    of    the   Romans   and    Greeks    to  make  classics  the  main   feature  of  a 
as     expressed     in     theiri  language,     no    literary  education,  and  science  the  main 
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feature  of  a  modern  education.  Although 
Z  have  laid  great  stress  on  the  necessity 
for  a  general  education  because  I  con- 
sider that  it  is  in  danger  of  being  over- 
looked, I  am  quite  aware  of  the  legiti- 
mate demand  for  special  instruction,  and 
«f  the  wise  impulse  given  to  technical 
instruction  by  the  noble  Duke.  We 
cannot  sufficiently  develop  the  higher 
branches  of  technical  education.  The 
country  is,  I  believe,  thoroughly  alive  to 
the  fact  that  it  has  to  meet  the  rivalry  of 
other  nations  who  are  constantly  adapting 
their  education  to  ever-varying  needs. 
It  is  a  vital  question  for  our  industries 
|  and  our  trade,  which  depend  upon  the 
\  excellence  of  our  secondary  education. 
|  It  is  an  Imperial  question.  What 
\  is  wanted  at  the  Education  Office  above 
■  All  is  "the  open  window,"  in  order 
!  to  see  what  is  going  on  elsewhere.  In 
Germany  the  Emperor  is  giving  to  the 
•development  of  secondary  education  his 
constant  attention.  The  expansion 
of  German  trade,  of  German  in- 
dustries, is  directly  due  to  the 
unremitting  efforts  of  the  German  Govern- 
ment to  improve  their  secondary  educa- 
tion. And  it  is  to  the  general,  not  to 
the  special  education,  that  their  success 
is  mainly  due.  In  France  we  have  the 
interesting  Report  of  the  Commission  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  The  Report  and  the 
-evidence  show  a  clear  appreciation  of  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  problem  and  of  the 
urgent  need  for  reform.  Your  Lordships 
are  aware  of  the  results  of  American 
technological  institutes,  and  how  they 
affect  the  competition  we  have  to  meet. 
The  battle  of  our  trade,  of  our  indus- 
tries, has  to  be  fought  in  our  schools,  in 
our  workshops,  and  in  our  scientific 
laboratories.  Will  this  Bill  give  us 
the  institutions  for  general  and  special 
secondary  education  and  for  the  highest 
developments  of  technology?  I  doubt 
it.  I  trust  that  the  Bill  will  be  reintro- 
duced on  broader  lines,  and  that  it  will 
secure  to  every  part  of  the  country,  after 
a  careful  survey  of  the  needs  of  every 
■district— an  omission  in  this  Bill  which 
seems  to  me  inexplicable — at  least 
as  many  opportunities  for  secondary 
education  as  Scotland,  Wales,  and 
some  of  our  Colonies  enjoy.  Indeed, 
I  cannot  make  out  why  the  Board 
of  Education  is  not  more  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  levelling  up  the  English 
system  of  education  towards  that  of 
.Scotland.  In  the  next  -edition  of  this 
VOL.  LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Bill  I  hope  to  find  the  grants  made  de- 
pendent on  approved  schemes  of  general 
or  special  instruction ;  the  formation  of 
secondary  education  committees  on  lines 
thoroughly  representative  of  all  the  edu- 
cational interests  concerned  in  the  various 
localities ;  representation  secured  on  the 
governing  bodies  of  schools  which  receive 
public  aid;  provision  for  the  better 
use  of  our  educational  endowments ;  the 
absorption  of  the  educational  duties 
exercised  by  tho  Charity  Commissioners ; 
the  application  of  the  science  and  art 
grants  to  the  purposes  of  the  Bill ;  pro- 
vision for  the  training  of  secondary  educa- 
tion teachers,  especially  in  regard  to 
foreign  languages ;  and  effect  given 
— which,  for  some  reason  or  other  I 
cannot  fathom,  the  Bill  does  not  do — to 
the  admirable  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Secondary  Educa- 
tion. I  am  deeply  convinced  that  this 
question  of  secondary  education  is  one  of 
Imperial  importance,  a  question  which 
bears  very  closely  on  our  position  in  the 
world,  and  I  do  not  think  that  in  this 
Bill,  which  merely  touches  the  fringe  of 
a  great  question,  the  Government  give 
satisfaction  to  what  the  country  asks  for 
and  to  what  the  country  needs  in  order 
to  cope  with  the  ever -increasing  com- 
petition of  foreign  countries  and  their 
increasing  efforts  to  satisfy  the  demand 
for  improved  education. 

*The  Lord  Bishop  of  HEREFORD : 
My  Lords,  after  the  various  interesting 
speeches  to  which  we  have  listened  I  am 
afraid  the  House  may  feel  that  the  sub- 
ject has  been  almost  sufficiently  discussed, 
and  yet,  having  devoted  a  large  portion 
of  my  life  to  secondary  education,  I  desire 
to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a 
few  minutes  while  I  venture  to  make  two 
or  three  observations  upon  the  Bill.  In 
the  first  place,  like  some  of  the  speakers 
who  have  preceded  me,  I  am  bound 
to  confess  that  I  feel  the  Bill  to  be 
a  somewhat  disappointing  one,  because 
it  is  such  a  very  little  measure  when  the 
urgency  of  the  occasion  and  the  greatness 
of  the  subject  and  of  our  national  needs 
are  considered.  Those  of  us  who  have 
occupied  ourselves  with  secondary  educa- 
tion have  felt  for  the  last  thirty  years  or 
more  how  some  of  the  Continental  nations 
were  forging  ahead  of  us,  and  this  fact  has 
been  brought  home  more  forcibly  by 
reason  of  the  reports  which  have  recently 
been  presented.      Whatever  this   Bill  is 
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called,  we  have  to  take  it  as  all  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  to  offer  for 
the  reorganisation  of  our  secondary 
education  system,  and,  like  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down,  1  am 
bound  to  acknowledge  that  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  excellent  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  has  been  to  such  a 
large  extent  ignored.  Before  I  had  the 
privilege  of  listening  to  the  debates  in 
this  House  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  it  was  the  habit  to  take  account  oi 
the  Reports  of  Royal  Commissions,  but 
in  the  few  brief  weeks  during  which  I 
have  been  a  Member  of  the  House  I  think 
this  is  the  third  Commission's  Report 
which  I  have  seen  almost  entirely  disre- 
garded. When  I  look  at  this  Bill  I  am  dis- 
appointed, in  the  first  place,  by  the  omis- 
sion of  many  things  which  all  of  us  who 
have  been  working  in  secondary  educa- 
tion had  hoped  to  bee  included.  Most  of 
those  omissions  have  been  already  alluded 
to,  but  I  could  not  but  feel,  with 
the  noble  Lord,  some  surprise  that 
nothing  is  said  in  this  Bill  of  the 
use,  or  the  better  use,  of  our  educational 
endowments,  and  that  no  sort  of  power 
is  given  to  deal  with  these  endowments. 
From  my  own  practical  observation  I  do 
not  know  how  any  educational  committee 
is  to  deal  thoroughly  with  this  matter  in 
rural  or  other  districts  without  some  such 
powers.  Then  again,  I  must  confess  a 
feeling  of  disappointment  that  nothing 
has  been  done  to  settle  the  relations  be- 
tween our  elementary  and  secondary 
education.  I  do  not  mean  that  I  should 
be  prepared  to  delimit  either  one  or  the 
other,  but  it  is  impossible  to  deal  with 
the  practical  work  of  education  without 
feeling  that  one  of  the  burning  questions 
which  must  be  settled  before  we  can 
get  rid  of  friction  and  make  real 
progress  is  the  relation  of  the  higher 
grade  schools  to  secondary  education. 
But  the  great  omission  is  the  one  which 
was  referred  to  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
has  just  sat  down — namely,  that  there 
seems  to  be  no  obligation  laid  on  either 
the  local  authority  or  the  Central  Board 
even  to  inquire  into  the  needs  of  any 
district.  Surely  the  very  first  step  to 
be  taken,  if  we  are  to  do  any  real  ser- 
vice in  this  matter,  is  to  find  out  the 
actual  needs  of  this  and  that  county 
throughout  the  country.  Turning  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  I  will  confine 
my  criticisms  to  two  fundamental  clauses. 
The  first  <>f  these  is  Clause  1,  the  third  sec- 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Hen/ford. 


tion  of  which  constitutes  the  county  council 
the  local  authority.     Here  we  have  one 
element  in  the  Bill  which  seems  to  me, 
!  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  my  experience, 
to  deserve  our  unqualified  approval,  inu- 
much  as  it  makes  the  county  the  admini- 
trativo    unit.     I    cannot,    however,  go 
.  along  with  the  clause  in  handing  over  the 
!  whole  of  the  administration  of  secondary 
|  education  to  the  county  councils  them- 
)  selves,  subject  only  to  the  check  of  the 
1  Central  Board.     County  councils  are  ex- 
I  cellent  bodies  for  many  purposes,  but  I  do 
\  not  suppose  they  themselves  would  claim 
;  to  be    educational  bodies.     If  the  local 
;  authorities  are  the  county  councils  pare 
,  and    simple    there   will   be  all  sorts  of 
J  variations     between     one     county    and 
i  another,    and     I    fear     there     may  be 
!  some     counties    in     which     there    will 
j  be    very   little   educational    work  done. 
!  I   cannot  say  from  my   experience,  my 
j  Lords,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  zeal  in 
i  the  cause  of  education  up  and  down  our 
!  rural  districts.      A  good   many  of  oar 
county  councils  are  by  no  means  anxious 
to  spend  public  money  to  a  large  extent 
on  educational  work,  and  so  far  I  cannot 
feel  that  they  are  the  proper  authorities 
to  bo  left  absolutely  paramount  and  in- 
dependent in   the   matter.       Something 
like  ten  counties  which  have  the  adrairas- 
tration    of    what   is   called  the  whisky 
money  have  not  spent  by  any  means  the 
whole  of  that  money  on  education ;  and  1 
believe   there  are  about   half  as    many 
councils  of  county  boroughs  which  have 
only  spent  part  of  the  money  on  educa- 
tion.    I  am  not  blaming  those  bodies  for 
exercising  their  legitimate  rights,  but  I 
cannot  but  feel  that  this  fact  shows  that 
county  councils  need  leavening  if  we  are 
to  form  the  best  sort  of  education  com- 
mittee   for    the    purpose    of    this   Bill. 
Therefore  I  must  express  my  regret  that 
in  framing  the  clause  the  noble  Duke  did 
not    take  the    recommendation    of    the 
Royal  Commission  and  say  that  while  the 
county  council  should  have  a  bare  majority 
on    the    education   committee    the   rest 
should  be  so  elected  as  to  represent  the 
various  educational  interests  and  to  secure 
that  there  should  be  on  every  educational 
Committee  men  who  are  really  in  earnest 
about  the  progress  of  education  and  who- 
have  some  real  knowledge  of  the  matter. 
At  present,  as  1  understand  this  clause, 
there   is?  no  sort  of   guarantee  that  the 
education  com  in  ttee    of    any  particular 
county  will  have  either  any  interest  in* 
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or  any  real  knowledge  of  education.  The 
only  other  clause  to  which  I  would  refer 
it  the  one  which  was  alluded  to  by  his 
pace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
Section  2  of  Clause  3  is,  as  your  Lord- 
riiips  are  aware,  an  attempt  to  solve  what 
is  known  as  the  religious  difficulty,  but  I 
am  bound  to  acknowledge  that  I 
do  not  think  it  is  an  attempt  which 
io  likely  to  be  very  successful. 
I  hare  the  deepest  desire  to  see  this  re- 
ligious difficulty  got  out  of  the  arena  of 
public  discussion.  I  have  felt  for  many 
years  that  it  has  been  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  our  real  educational  progress, 
and  now  I  fear  that  unless  some  better 
clause  can  be  framed  than  the  present 
one  we  may  import  the  same  difficulty 
into  secondary  education.  The  clause  to 
which  I  am  referring  declares  that : 

MA  council  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  with  respect  to  education  shall  not  give 
any  preference  or  advanbige  to  any  school  on 
the  ground  that  it  does  or  does  not  belong  to, 
or  is  or  is  not  in  connection  with  or  under  the 
nanagemunt  of  any  particular  church,  sect,  or 
denomination,  or  that  religious  instruction  is 
or  is  not  given  in  the  school.  Provided  that 
mid  shall  not  be  given  under  this  Act  to  any 
school  in  rwpect  of  religious  instruction." 

Now,  my  Lords,  what  does  that  amount 
to!  So  far  as  I  can  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  clause,  it  simply 
amounts  to  a  declaration  by  which 
you  propose  to  earmark,  so  to 
speak,  the  aid  that  is  given  for  this  or 
that  school.  I  am  always  a  little  shy  of 
anything  in  the  nature  of  earmarking  in 
the  giving  of  public  grants,  and  this 
attempt  to  earmark  aids  as  only  for 
secular  instruction,  ignoring  the  whole 
question  of  religious  instruction,  will  be 
absolutely  futile.  At  any  rate,  if  it  is 
considered  sufficient  to  declare  that  the 
public  aid  given  to  a  public  school  is 
given  solely  for  secular  instruction,  and  if 
that  is  expected  to  satisfy  public  senti- 
ment, I  cannot  but  feel  that  it  should  be 
applied  at  once  to  elementary  education 
also.  If  it  is  to  satisfy  public 
sentiment  in  regard  to  secondary 
education,  why  should  we  not  l>e 
satisfied  with  it  in  regard  to  elementary 
education,  and  yet  there  is  no  one  who 
will  propose  it  as  a  settlement  of  the 
religious  difficulty  in  our  elementary 
schools.  It  may  be  asked,  What  havo  I 
to  suggest  in  place  of  this  1  I  suggest 
that  the  county  council,  or  educational 
committee  oi  the  county  council,  shall 
have  no  power  to  aid  any  school  on  the 


management  of  which  it  is  not  adequately 
represented.  That  I  hold  to  be  a  funda- 
mental principle  which  we  ought  to 
endeavour  to  establish  through  the  whole 
system  of  our  education,  ana  I  believe  it 
could  be  established  both  with  regard  to 
secondary  and  primary  schools  without 
any  great  amount  of  difficulty.  Having 
granted  this  principle,  that  no  aid 
shall  be  given  to  any  school  on  which  the 
county  council  or  the  local  authority  is 
not  adequately  represented,  I  would  then 
be  content  to  say  that  schools  in  connec- 
tion with  any  particular  church  or  sect 
or  denomination  shall  be  held  to  be  suit- 
able for  those  pupils  who  are  likely  to 
make  use  of  them,  provided,  first,  that 
due  regard  is  had  to  the  religious  belief 
of  the  parents  ;  secondly,  that  the  educa- 
tional needs  of  the  neighbourhood  are 
duly  considered;  and,  thirdly,  that  due 
care  is  taken  that  the  fees  are  suitable.  I 
believe  that  then  no  further  difficulty 
would  be  found.  I  wish  to  say  one 
word  with  reference  to  the  clause 
dealing  with  private  schools  under  private 
management.  Section  3  of  Clause  3 
provides  that  public  aid  may  be  given  to 
a  school  conducted  for  private  profit.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  that  is  a  proposal 
which  will  require  to  be  carefully  watched , 
to  secure  that  public  aid  shall  not  go  to 
increase  the  dividends  of  a  company.  I 
do  not  make  this  criticism  as  in  any  way 
opposed  to  private  schools.  My  belief  is 
that  we  should  give  every  encouragement 
to  private  enterprise  in  education  as  in 
other  matters.  My  experience  has  shown 
that  in  some  cases  the  very  best  schools  are 
private  schools,  and  for  the  reason  that  a 
really  good  private  school  is  generally 
under  the  guidance  and  inspiration  of  a 
remarkable  man ;  but  my  feeling  on  the 
whole  matter  is  that,  if  the  private  school 
cannot  be  so  managed  as  to  be  on  the  whole 
self-supporting,  it  would  be  better,  in  the 
public  interest,  that  the  education  should 
be  taken  over  by  the  public.  In  con- 
clusion, I  would  venture  to  appeal  to  the 
noble  Duke  to  give  us  a  more  adequate 
Bill  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 
Having  discussed  this  little  Bill,  and 
having  decently  buried  it,  I  hope  that  be- 
fore next  session  is  very  old  the  noble 
Duke  will  come  forward  with  such  a  Bill 
as  he  himself  would  approve.  1  cannot 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  this  Bill  satisfies 
the  noble  Duke.  I  have  had  many  oppor- 
tunities of  feeling  grati-ful  to  the  noble 
Duke  for  the  support  and  assistance   he 
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has  given  to  educational  matters.  I  can- 
not but  express  my  profound  conviction 
of  the  urgency  of  this  question.  We 
have  been  so  busy  during  the 
last  few  years  in  opening  up 
new  markets,  expanding  our  Empire,  and 
taking  possession  of  new  territories,  some 
of  which,  I  fear,  are  likely  to  be  hornets' 
nests,  that  we  have,  I  am  afraid,  some- 
what overlooked  the  plain  fact — plain  to 
everyone  who  studies  the  question — that 
prosperity  in  the  future  will  be  with  the 
best  educated  people,  and  that,  if  we  do 
not  press  the  question  of  education  more 
earnestly  and  more  actively,  one  of  the 
consequences  of  our  extension  of  Empire 
will  be  that  the  main  benefits  will  be 
enjoyed  by  those  who  belong  to  better 
educated  countries.  I  therefore  again 
express  the  hope  that  the  noble  Duke 
will  bring  forward  a  more  adequate  Bill 
on  the  earliest  possible  occasion  next 
session. 

The  Earl  ofKIMBERLEY:  My  Lords, 
after  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place 
I  will  not  trouble  your  lordships  with 
many  words,  but  will  confine  myself  to 
one  or  two  points.  In  the  first  place,  I 
must  say  that  I  entirely  share  with  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  who  has  just  sat  down, 
regret  that  this  is  so  small  a  measure  ;  it 
is,  in  point  of  fact,  very  little  more  than  a 
sketch  of  a  measure  which  is  to  be  filled 
in  by  the  Education  Department  after- 
wards. I  wish  to  say  a  word  upon  the 
very  important  question  as  to  the 
authority  which  is  to  administer  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  like,  as  it  stands,  the  clause  which 
deals  with  the  local  authorities  which 
are  to  bo  set  up.  While  I  think  it  quite 
right  that  the  county  councils  should  be 
the  bodies  to  whom  this  work  should  be 
entrusted,  yet  I  agree  with  the  right  rev. 
Prolate  that  it  is  essential  that  there 
should  be  on  the  committees  which  are 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  secondary  educa- 
tion, men  who  are  educational  experts  as 
well  as  common-sense  business  men.  I 
should  deprecate  nothing  more  than  that 
you  should  have  a  committee  consisting 
solely  of  men  of  business,  or  solely  of 
educational  experts.  Both  elements  are 
wanted,  the  one  to  correct  the  other,  and 
I  do  not  by  any  means  give  more 
weight  to  one  than  the  other.  You 
want  common-sense  business  men, 
but  you  also  want  men  who  have  had 
long  experience  of  educational  questions, 
for  I  do  not  know  a  subject  on  which  it  is 
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move  difficult  to  come  to  a  perfectly  clear 
and  satisfactory  conclusion.  I  feel,  also, 
some  jealousy  of  the  very  extended 
powers  given  to  the  Education  Board.  It 
seems  to  me  that  in  cases  where,  after  foil 
discussion  between  the  county  council  and 
the  Education  Board,  no  agreement  can 
be  come  to,  it  is  rather  a  doubtful  matter 
— though  I  do  not  wish  to  commit  my- 
self absolutely  to  an  opinion — that  the 
Education  Board  should  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  question  and  promulgate  a 
scheme  without  any  power  of  correctkm 
by  Parliament.  I  have  watched  educa- 
tional discussions  through  many  yean, 
and  I  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  be 
extremely  careful  not  to  trust  absolutely 
to  the  Government  of  the  day  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  questions  beyond  appeal 
You  do  want,  as  it  were,  some  power  to 
finally  decide  a  dispute  between  the 
Government  and  the  local  authorities.  It 
may  be  that  that  would  be  too  cumbrous, 
but  in  principle  I  think  it  would  be  found 
to  be  sound.  I  feel  very  strongly  with 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  that  before  a  new 
educational  authority  is  set  up  in  any 
locality  there  should  be  a  thorough 
examination  of  what  the  position  in  that 
part  of  the  country  is.  Many  of  the 
grammar  schools  which  have  done  good 
work  in  the  past  are  now  completely 
useless,  and  have  ceased  to  be  of  any 
value,  the  only  thing  which  perpetuates 
them  being  the  village  jealousy  not 
to  part  with  their  grammar  school. 
There  should  be  some  power  to 
unite  these  very  small  schools  with  some 
larger  school,  and  so  render  them  more 
efficient.  The  mere  fact  that  means  of 
communication  are  now  so  much  greater 
than  they  were  has  altered  the  whole 
aspect  of  the  question.  I  deeply  regret 
that  after  years  of  discussion  we  are 
about  to  take,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
no  effectual  step  to  make  use  of  the 
foundations  we  have  already  got.  I  must 
say  a  word  upon  what  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  most  difficult  question  in  this  Bill — the 
question  to  which  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
referred  at  the  close  of  his  speech.  I 
see  in  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  with 
the  utmost  dissatisfaction  and  even 
alarm,  the  repeal  of  the  clause  which 
was  in  the  Technical  Education  Act  giving 
complete  protection  to  all  those  who  went 
to  denominational  schools  where  the  tech- 
nical grant  was  applied  to  aid  such  schools. 
That  is  a  step  directly  backward,  a  step 
in  the  teeth  of  the  old  policy  of  what  was 
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flailed  the  Cowper-Temple  Clause.  I  feel 
the  deepest  distrust  of  those  opposite  to 
whom  1  sit  on  this  question,  and  I  see  in 

,  tins  an  attempt  to  bring  again  into  dis- 
^nssion  the  point  whether  the  rates  of  the 
country  are  to  be  applied,  directly  or  in- 
directly, to  the  support  of  denominational 
•ohools,  a  point  on  which  we  know  that 
a  strong  and  bitter  feeling  exists  on 
lioth  sides.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think  that,  in  the  present  condition 
of  ■  opinion  in  the  country,  we  could 
dispense  with  denominational  schools. 
Personally,  I  should  like  to  see  them  all 

#   disappear  to-morrow;  but,  looking  at  it 

\    as  a  practical  man,  I  must  say  that  that       The    Earl 
would  be  a  measure  fully  unjustifiable  in    quite,  I  think. 

'  the  present  state  of  opinion  in  the 
country.  Many  of  the  denominational 
schools  are  excellent  educational  estab- 
lishments, and  we  have  to  take  care  that 
we  do  not  interfere  with  them  in  such  a 
way  as  to  destroy  their  efficiency.  I  ad- 
mit that  they  must  take  a  place  in  our  sys- 
tem, and  therefore  it  is  our  duty  to  make 
them  efficient.  To  stir  up  this  controversy 
in  such  a  way  as  to  raise  a  debate  on  the 
religious  question  throughout  the  country 
may  be  useful  or  not,  but  it  certainly  will 
not  t*»nd  to  the  promotion  of  the  object  we  all 
have  in  view — namely,  the  establishment 
of  an  efficient  system  of  secondary  educa- 
tion throughout  the  country.  I  will  put 
aside  the  clause  which  is  now  about  to  be 
repealed,  and  ask  your  Lordships  whether 
you  have  ever  considered  what  the  clause 
is  which  is  in  the  Welsh  Intermediate 
Education  Act.  In  that  Act,  which  was 
brought  in  by  the  members  of  the  party 
opposite,  what  was  by  no  means  an  un- 
reasonable compromise  was  adopted.  It 
will  be  found  in  the  third  section  of  Clause 
4  of  that  Act.  It  does  not  interfere  with 
the  religious  education  of  boarders  in 
schools,  and  I  do  not  think  you  could  with 
propriety  interfere  in  that  way  with  these 
secondary  education  schools,  many  of 
which  are  cl6sely  connected  with  some 
denomination,  and  where  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  carry  on  the  educa- 
tion as  before  if  you  applied  a  stringent 
clause  to  boarders.  What  the  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  Act  did  was  this. 
It  said  that  "  such  scheme  shall,  in  addi- 
tion to  the " 
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The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  will 
read  the  whole  of  it.  The  section  is  as 
follows : — 

44  Where  a  scheme  under  this  Act  does  not 
relate  to  a  school  maintained  out  of  the  en- 
dowment, or  lorming  part  of  the  foundation, 
of  any  cathedral  or  collegiate  church,  or  where 
a  scheme  under  this  Act  does  not  relate  to 
any  other  educational  endowment  which  by 
Section  19  of  the  Endowed  Schools  Act,  1869, 
i«  excepted  from  the  foregoing  provisions  of 
that  Act  therein  mentioned  " 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  That 
is,  all  the  denominational  schools. 


OF    KIMBERLEY:    Not 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  Read 
the  beginning  of  the  section. 


The   Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Yes. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  Then  I 
will  give  up  that  argument,  which  is 
merely  an  argument  ad  hominem,  and 
apply  myself  to  the  remainder  of  the 
section,  which,  to  my  mind,  suggests  a 
very  reasonable  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
The  section  continues — 

"  — such  scheme  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
provisions  of  Section  15  of  the  said  Act,  pro- 
vide that  no  religious  catechism  or  religious 
formulary  which  is  distinctive  of  any  particular 
denomination  shall  be  taught  to  a  scholar 
attending  as  a  day  scholar  at  the  school 
established  or  regulated  by  the  scheme,  and 
that  the  times  for  prayer  or  religious  worship, 
or  for  any  lesson  or  series  of  lessons  on  a 
religious  subject,  shall  be  conveniently 
arranged  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
withdrawal  of  a  day  scholar  therefrom  in 
accordance  with  the  said  Section  15." 

I  do  not  think  that  would  be  by  any 
means  an  unreasonable  provision— namely, 
to  exempt  the  day  scholars  from  any 
interference  as  regards  religious  instruc- 
tion, leaving  the  boarders  to  be  under  the 
provisions  of  the  scheme  which  was  in 
force  for  the  management  of  the  school 
before  it  was  taken  over  under  the  pre- 
sent Act.  I  think  that  would  very  likely 
be  acceptable ;  but  in  any  case  I  am  per- 
fectly sure  there  must  be  some  kind  of 
compromise  if  you  are  to  go  forward  at 
all.  I  quite  admit  the  strength  of  the 
feeling  concerning  denominational  schools, 
and  I  take  account  of  it,  but  I  say  you 
are  going  backward  in  this  Bill,  you  are 
striking  out  provisions  of  the  Technical 
Education  Act  of  1899,  and  I  am  not  the 
only  person  who  sees  beneath  the  surface 
of  this  Bill  a  deliberate  attempt  to  pave 
the  way  for  dealing  in  a  similar  manner 
with  elementary  education,  and,  any  such 
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attempt  will  meet  with  strenuous  resist- 
ance from  the  Party  to  which  I  belong. 
Throw  down  this  apple  of  discord  before 
the  country,  and  you  will  find  there  are 
plenty  of  people  willing  to  take  it  up 
in  a  manner  which  would  greatly  obstruct 
and  hinder  the  operation  of  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  which,  though  a  small  Bill,  may 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  larger  and  wider 
scheme. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  I  have  no  right  to  complain 
that  this  discussion  has  turned  upon  a 
very  large  number  of  questions,  most  of 
which  are  questions  of  detail,  because  I 
quite  admit  what  has  been  said  by  several 
noble  Lords  that  this  Bill  is  by  no  means 
a  large  one  ;  that  it  does  very  little  but 
extend  to  a  certain  degree  institutions 
and  provisions  which  already  exist,  and 
cannot  be  regarded  as  more  than  a  step — 
an  additional  step — in  the  direction  of  the 
organisation  of  secondary  education. 
But  the  course  which  the  discussion  has 
necessarily  taken  has  had  the  effect  of 
raising  such  a  very  large  number  of 
questions  of  detail,  some  of  them  I 
think  rather  small  details,  that  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  quite  impossible — within 
any  limits  which  I  dare  inflict  upon 
your  Lordships — to  deal  with  very 
many  of  those  points  which  have  been 
raised.  My  noble  friend  who  began 
the  discussion  was  very  much  alarmed 
that  this  Bill  contemplates  the  introduction 
of  free  secondary  as  well  as  elementary 
education.  I  do  not  know  where  my 
noble  friend  finds  that  in  the  Bill.  He 
complains  that  it  does  not  contain  any 
mention  of  fees  to  be  paid  by  those  who 
are  to  receive  the  education  in  those 
schools  receiving  public  aid,  but  if  my 
noble  friend  will  consider  what  are  the 
resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  local 
authorities  I  think  he  will  see  that  it  is 
quite  impossible  that  they  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  cost  of  any  secondary 
education  without  considerable  assistance 
in  the  shape  of  fees  from  those  who 
receive  it.  Those  resources  are  limited 
to  what  is  .sometimes  called  the  drink 
money,  sometimes  the  whisky  money, 
but  what  I  think  I  have  generally  called 
the  local  taxation  money.  That  is  a  con- 
siderable but  not  a  very  large  sum.  In 
addition  to  that  the  new  authorities  will 
have  the  disposal  of  a  rate  not  to  exceed 
2d.  in  the  pound ;   and  in  addition  they 
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!  will  have  the  advantage  of  endowments 
|  of  such  schools  as  choose  voluntarily  to 
come  within  their  educational  schemes. 
Those  resources  are  not  so  magnificent  is 
to  justify  my  noble  friend  in  being  in  the 
least  afraid  that  any   proposal  is  made 
under  this  Bill  which  will  be  in  the  nature 
of  free  secondary   education.     Both  my 
noble  friend  opposite  (Earl  Spencer)  and 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  who  spoke  lately 
complained  that   this  was  a  very  small 
Bill,  and  the  most  rev.  Prelate  complained 
that  the  recommendations  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commission   had    been    entirely 
neglected.     My  Lords,   I  have  admitted 
that    this    neither   is    nor  professes  to 
be  a   large    Bill,    but    I  cannot   admit 
that      the      recommendations     of    the 
Royal    Commission   have   been  entirely 
neglected.     I  do  admit  that  the  Bill  does 
not  deal  with  all  the  matters  which  the 
Secondary  Education  Commission  included 
in  its  full  and  exhaustive  Report,  bat  the 
proposals  contained  in   this  Bill  are  the 
very  steps  which  were  recommended  by 
the   Koyal  Commission,   and  are  in  my 
opinion  the  necessary  preliminary  steps 
to  going  any  further  in  the  direction  of 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Secondary  Education  Commission.    Tie 
most  rev.  Prelate  and  Lord  Spencer,  and 
just    now  Lord  Kimberley,    complained 
that  the  Bill  contains  no  power  which 
will  enable  the  new  authorities  to  deal 
with    educational     endowments     within 
their  areas.     I  was  under  the  impression 
that,  under  first  the  Secondary  Education 
Commissioners     and     then     under    the 
Charity    Commissioners,    a    very     large 
number  of  the  educational  endowments 
of   the  country   had  already  been  dealt 
with. 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY 
schemes,  yes. 


Bv  new 


The  I)i:ke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  By 
new  schemes,  and  I  cannot  imagine  any- 
thing which  is  more  likely  to  stimulate 
action  in  the  same  direction,  dealing 
with  remaining  endowments  which  have 
not  yet  been  dealt  with,  than  the  consti- 
tution in  every  locality  of  an  educational 
authority  charged  with  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding secondary  education  within  their 
area.  But,  my  Lords,  it  seems  to  me, 
knowing  the  extreme  jealousy  with 
which  any  interference  with  local  endow- 
ments of  this  kind  is  met,  that  we  should 
not  have  been  justified  in  attempting  in 
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tikis  Bill,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to 
^Create  a  new  educational  authority,  to 
.  enlarge  and  make  of  a  far  more  drastic 
-Character  those  powers  which  the 
Charity  Commissioners  have  already 
fait  considerable  difficulty  in  exercis- 
;  lag  with  success.  It  was  suggested 
that  these  authorities  would  have  no 
power  even  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the 
educational  provision  within  their  areas. 
That  is  entirely  a  misconception,  because 
these  authorities  will  have  power  to  make 
1  all  the  enquiries  which  they  may  think 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry 
oat  their  duties.  Then,  my  Lords,  ex- 
ception has  been  taken  to  the  vague 
manner  in  which  the  constitution  of  the 
educational  authority  is  provided  for,  and 
to  the  large  powers  which  are  reserved  to 
the  Board  of  Education.  After  a  great 
deal  of  consideration  we  came  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  the  difficulties  of  dealing  with 
the  constitution  of  these  authorities  in 
mxiy  other  manner  were  almost  insuperable. 
In  introducing  this  Bill  I  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  circumstances  of 
different  parts  of  this  country  differ  so 
much  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  lay 
down  within  the  limits  of  a  clause  the 
principle  upon  which  these  committees 
should  be  constituted.  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted, I  think,  in  the  discussion  to-night 
that  the  constitution  of  a  committee 
must  differ  in  a  county  from  the  con- 
stitution of  that  which  will  be  formed  in 
a  county  borough — that  there  is  an  enor- 
mous difference  between  the  circumstances 
of  one  county  and  another.  One  county 
is  mainly  agricultural,  with  one  or 
two  large  towns  in  its  centre.  Other 
counties  are  almost  entirely  consisting  of 
large  towns.  I  only  wish  that  in  the 
interval  between  this  and  the  next  session 
my  noble  friends  opposite  and  the  most 
rev.  Primate  who  took  exception  to  the 
vagueness  of  this  clause  will  exercise  their 
ingenuity  and  see  whether  it  is  possible 
for  them  to  draft  a  clause  providing  for 
the  constitution  of  an  authority  which  will 
not  be  vehemently  resisted  by  some  interest 
which  may  consider  itself  to  be  ignored 
or  neglected  or  badly  treated.  The 
initiative  in  framing  theee  schemes  will 
proceed  from  the  county  council  or 
the  county  borough  council,  but  on 
the  Board  of  Education  the  responsi- 
bility will  rest  to  see  that  those 
schemes  make  proper  provision  for  the 
adequate  representation  of  interests,  edu- 
cational or  otherwise,  which,  in  our  judg 


I  ment,  ought  to  be  represented  on  such  a 
I  body.     Lord  Spencer,  I  think,  used  the 
1  word  co-optation.     It  would  be  entirely  a 
'  mistake  to  suppose  that  we  intended  to 
]  rely  upon  co-optation  only  for  the  proper 
constitution  of  these  bodies.     The  scheme 
will  have  to  provide,  in  addition  to  the 
appointment    of  a  certain  proportion  of 
councillors,  for  the  nomination  upon  the 
body  of  such  educational  institutions  or 
i  such  non-county  boroughs  or  such  districts 
i  as  upon  inquiry  we  think  ought  to  be  re- 
:  presented,   and  while  I    am    extremely 
!  sorry   that  it   should  have   been   found 
'  necessary  to  cast  so  heavy  a  responsibility 
I  upon  the  Board  of  Education,  I  do  not 
1  believe  that  there  is  any   other  way  in 
I  which  it  would  be  possible  to  arrive  at  a 
!  satisfactory  mode  of  their  appointment, 
i  It  was  suggested  by  the  most  rev.  Prelate 
I  that  there  was  no  power  of  interference 
i  by  Parliament  with  these  schemes.  Well,  I 
!  do  not  see  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
|  provide  that  these  schemes  should  be  laid 
'  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  but  I 
!  admit  that  I  think  such  a  course  would 
I  probably  be  attended  with  very  great  prac- 
|  tical    inconvenience.       Imagine   schemes 
!  laid  upon  the  Tables  of  both  Houses  pro- 
;  viding  for  the  constitution  of  educational 
j  committees  for  all  the  counties  in  England, 
'  for  all  the  county  boroughs  in   England, 
and    conceive    the    opportunities    which 
;  would  be  given  to  every   county,    every 
i  borough,  every  urban  district,  every  edu- 
cational authority,  which  did  not  consider 
that  it  had  received  sufficient  recognition, 
'  to   bring  through   their    representatives 
their  grievances  before  one  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.     I  am  afraid  that  if 
this  course  were  adopted  the  time  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  would  for  some  time 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act  be  chiefly 
occupied  in  the  discussion  of  these  ques- 
tions. 

!  The  Earl  of  KLMBERLEY :  If  the 
;  noble  Duke  will  pardon  my  interrupting 
him  for  one  moment,  I  should  like  to  hear 
his  answer  to  a  question  which  I  am  afraid 
I  did  not  express  very  clearly.  I  only 
i  suggested  that  where  the  Education  De- 
partment and  the  County  Council  could 
not  agree,  then  perhaps  there  might  be 
an  appeal ;  which,  of  course,  would  not  in- 
volve all  the  cases. 

;      The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  was 

not  dealing  with  that.     I  was  answering 

;  the  most  rev.  Prelate  the  Archbishop  of 
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Canterbury,  who  suggested  that  the  whole 
of  the  schemes  ought  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  in 
those  cases,  which  no  doubt  will  be 
extremely  exceptional,  is  one  which  will 
be  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  go  no 
further  than  that. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  feel  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
in  addressing  a  very  few  words  to  your 
Lordships  upon  a  subject  which  un- 
fortunately is  almost  always  intro- 
duced into  these  education  discus- 
sions, namely,  the  denominational  ques- 
tion. The  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last 
said  that  this  was  distinctly  a  retrograde 
proposal.  I  think  if  he  will  examine  the 
facts  he  will  see  that  in  one  sense  at  all 
events  his  own  proposal  is  a  retrograde 
one.  He  recommended  the  adoption  for 
day  scholars  of  a  universal  Cowper- 
Temple  clause.  Well,  such  a  provision 
would  exclude  the  receipt  of  aid  from  the 
county  authorities  by  institutions  which 
are  receiving  it  at  present.  The  noble 
Earl  regrets  the  disappearance  of  a  certain 
section  of  the  Technical  Instruction  Act, 
but  if  the  noble  Earl  will  refer  to  a  Return 
which  has  recently  been  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  showing  the  manner  in 
which  local  authorities  are  applying  their . 
funds  to  the  puipose  of  technical  educa- 
tion, that  Return  shows  that  institutions 
of  a  most  strictly  denominational  character 
are  in  fact  aided  out  of  the  rates.  Among 
the  institutions  so  aided  are,  at  Liverpool 
the  St.  Francis  Xavicrs'  College,  the 
Catholic  Institute,  the  Convent  of  Notre 
Dame  at  Everton,  the  Convent  of  Notre 
Dame  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  the 
Catholic  Male  Pupil  Teachers'  Class. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  That  is 
what  we  object  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Is  it 
supposed  that  institutions  of  that  character  ! 
would     accept     a     universally     applied  ! 
Cowper-Temple  Clause  ? 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Do  they 
receive  it  from  the  rates,  or  only  from  the 
whisky  money  1 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  This 
is  a  Return  showing  the  application  of  the 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


funds  at  their  disposal  by  the  county 
council. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  Including 
the  penny  rate  ? 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Yet 
Therefore  the  principle  of  my  noble  friend 
may  be  a  very  right  and  very  excellent 
one,  but  certainly  in  regard  to  liberality 
of  treatment  in  denominational  school*  it 
is  a  retrograde  one.     On  the  other  hand, 
I   understand  the  most  rev.  Prelate  to 
object  to  the  provision  of  a  conscience 
clause  in  the  case  of   boarding  schools. 
Well,  I  cannot  help   thinking  that  the 
most  rev.  Prelate  is  rather  unreasonable 
in  making  this  demand.     He  refers  to  the 
case  of  a  training  college  which  was  recently 
sanctioned  by  the    Board  of  Education 
where,  although  they  were  permitted  to 
be  without  a  conscience  clause  as  regard* 
boarders,  they  were    recognised  on  the 
condition  of  making  certain  provision  for 
day  scholars  under  a   conscience  clause. 
In   my   opinion   the   case   of   a  trailing 
college  is  altogether  distinct  from  that  o? 
such  secondary  schools  as  would  be  aided 
under  this  Bill.     A  denominational  train- 
ing college  is  maintained  by  the  denomi- 
nation to  which  it  belongs  for  the  edu- 
cation  of  the  teachers   who  are  to  be 
employed  in  their  own  schools.     They  do 
not  wish — naturally  they  do  not  wish— to 
admit  to  the    college    any    others   bat 
teachers  of  their  own  denomination.    That 
is  the  object    for    which    the    training 
college  is  established.     But  no  such  exclu- 
sion prevails   in   the  case  of  our  great 
secondary  schools.     I  believe  that  in  the 
case  of  Eton  and  Harrow  and  our  other 
great    public    schools   Roman    Catholics, 
Nonconformists,  and  Jews  are  admitted  to 
those  schools,  and   no  difficulty  is  found 
in  the  management  of  Eton  and  Harrow 
and  other  public  schools  in  making  pro- 
vision for  absolutely  respecting  the  con- 
sciences of  those  boys  of  other  denomina- 
tions, while   not  interfering  in  the  least 
degree  with  their  own  freedom  in  religious 
instruction  as  regards  those  of  their  own 
denomination.     And  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  considered  any  haidship  in  the 
case  of  schools  desiring  to  come  under  edu- 
cational schemes  supported  and  aided  by 
the  county  councils,  to  impose  upon  them 
conditions  which  in  practice  ai-e  not  found 
difficult  of  observance  in  such  schools  as 
Eton  and  Harrow.    *  My  Lords,  no  doubt 
this  question  will  be  debated  at  very  great 
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length  and  with  some  warmth  in  the 
country.  I  cannot  help,  however,  express- 
ing my  own  belief  that  any  such  provision 
as  has  been  suggested  by  the  noble  Earl 

Sposite,  that  is  to  say  the  imposition 
a  Cowper-Temple  Clause  upon 
any  school  desiring  to  receive  aid 
bom  this  scheme,  would  exclude  from  co- 

awation  a  very  large  number  of  admir- 
e  denominational  schools,  the  services 
of  which  the  educational  authority  will 
i  probably  be  most  anxious  to  obtain,  and 
[  that  therefore  we  should  be  for  perfectly 
|  unnecessary  reasons  excluding  ourselves 
from  one  of  the  best  and  most  fruitful 
sources  of  educational  supply.  My  noble 
friend  Lord  Reay  made  a  speech  in 
which  I  am  afraid  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  me  on  the  present  occasion  to  follow 
him.  The  substance  of  that  speech  was 
to  invite  me  to  give  a  reply  to  a  very 
long  letter  on  a  very  important  subject 
which  had  been  addressed  by  the  London 
School  Board  to  the  Board  of  Education. 
That  letter  I  had  not  seen  until  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  noble  Lord  I  received 
notice  of  the  question  which  he  proposed 
to  raise  upon  this  occasion.  Of  course  I 
have  not  yet  had  the  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting my  advisers  in  the  Education 
Board,  and  the  subject  is  one  of  much 
too  great  importance  to  make  it  possible 
for  me  to  give  an  answer  either  to  the 
noble  Lord's  speech  or  to  that  letter 
without  a  great  deal  of  further  considera- 
tion. The  working,  the  administration, 
of  the  new  higher  elementary  school  grant 
ib  a  matter  of  very  great  importance,  and 

Srobably  will  De  one  of  very  considerable 
ifficulty,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
extremely  undesirable  that  on  an  occasion 
of  this  kind  I  should  commit  myself  pre- 
maturely either  in  support  or  in  rejection 
of  the  views  which  have  been  urged  upon 
us  by  the  London  School  Board.  On  the 
denominational  question  perhaps  I  ought 
to  add  that  while  I  consider  the  objection 
of  the  most  rev.  Prelate  to  the 
conscience  clause  to  be  somewhat  un- 
reasonable, and  one  which  I  do  not 
think  can  be  entertained,  while  I  believe 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  Earl  i 
opposite  would  most  unfortunately  limit  i 
the  educational  resources  to  which  it  would  ! 
be  in  our  power  to  look,  I  must  leave  j 
to  both  the  noble  Earl  opposite  and  the 
most  rev.  Prelate  the  duty  of  determining 
whether  the  solution  of  this  difficult  ques- 
tion which  was  proposed  by  the  Bishop 
of  Hereford  will  meet  the  views  of  either 


of  them.  I  am  afraid  that  there  are  a 
very  large  number  of  excellent  denomina 
tional  schools  which  would  resent  a  legis- 
lative provision  which  would  compel  them 
to  accept  the  representation  of  a  public 
authority  upon  their  governing  body, 
although  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  not 
be  difficulty  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
to  make  voluntary  arrangements  with  the 
council  by  which  the  educational  authority 
will  be  represented  on  such  governing; 
bodies.  On  the  other  hand,  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  the  anti-denominational 
friends  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  would 
be  satisfied  with  merely  that  provision 
enabling  the  county  authority  to  aid 
whatever  denominational  schools  it  chose,, 
provided  they  had  representation  upon 
the  governing  body.  I  am  afraid,  my 
Lords,  that  this  is  a  subject  which  is  a 
great  deal  too  difficult,  and  which  has  in 
times  past  aroused  too  much  controversy,, 
to  make  it  capable  of  very  easy  solution 
in  any  of  the  ways  which  have  been  sug- 
gested to-night.  The  Government  have 
produced  what  they  thought  to  be  a 
reasonable  solution,  and  I  hope  that  when 
it  comes  to  be  further  considered  it  will 
not  meet  with  the  embittered  opposition 
of  which  I  have  heard  for  the  first  time 
from  the  noble  Earl  opposite  to-night. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2a  accordingly. 

INDIAN  FAMINE  IRRIGATION  WORKS. 
•Lord  KINNAIRD :  My  Lords,  in 
rising  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State- 
for  India  whether  he  will  give  a  list  of 
the  irrigation  and  other  works  for  the 
prevention  of  famine  undertaken  since- 
the  last  famine  in  1897,  and  the  cost 
thereof  ;  also  of  the  large  works  approved 
as  being  necessary  previous  to  1897  which 
have  not  been  undertaken  owing  to  want 
of  surplus  revenue,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  they  are  expected  to  be  remuner- 
ative, and  that  money  can  be  borrowed 
at  a  lower  rate  than  works  are  expected 
to  yield,  I  think  everyone  may  feel 
hopeful  that  we  are  now  near  the  time 
when  the  pressure  of  famine  will  begin  to 
pass,  and  the  Government  will  be  free  to 
consider  what  steps  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  future  famine  in  certain  districts 
unprovided  with  water.  I  will  not  enter 
at  this  time  into  the  thorny  questions  on 
which  there  is  so  much  difference  of 
opinion  with  reference   to  what  can   be 
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done  and  whether  we  fail  to  utilise  the  j  every  year  by  the  Government  of  India  for 
water  which  Providence  gives  to  us,  and  i  the  purpose  of  protection  against  famine, 
of  which  I  believe  more  than  three-fourths'  i  They  would  not  bo  constructed  at  all  were 
if  not  a  great  deal  more,  is  not  utilised,  j  it  not  for  protective  purposes,  although  it 
and  whether  large  works  might  be  carried  j  occasionally  turns  out  that  they  also  are 
on  with  any  advantage,  as  has  been  done  I  remunerative.     Of  all  those  works,  if  tbc 
in  some  districts  where  certain  authorities  I  noble  Lord  wishes  it,  I  can  give  a  return, 
in  old  times  said  it  was  impossible  to  take  !  but  they  can  already  be  found  in  different 
advantage  of  water  not  far  off  by  means  |  papers  which  have  been  laid  on  the  table 
either  of  irrigation  canals  or  the  storage  J  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  As  regards 
of    water    by    means    of    dams.      Then  .  the  second  part  of  the  question  the  noble 
the  second  part  of  my    question  raises,  1 1  Lord  seems  to  think  that  some  of  the 
think,  an  important  point,  namely,  whether  \  irrigation  works  in  India  are  likely  to  be 
it  is  desirable  to  stop  an  important  work  \  suspended  owing  to  lack  of  funds  arising 
simply  because  revenue  may  fail  when  it '  from  revenue ;  but,  as  I  have  already  tola 
has  been  agreed  by  all  the  authorities  that  j  him  the  major  works,  the  more  important 
the  work  is  desirable.  It  seems  to  some  lay- ,  works,    are   paid  for     out   of    borrowed 
men  in  this  matter,  that  when  the  Govern- 1  money  and  not  out  of  revenue  at  all,  and 
ment  can  borrow  at  a  low  rate  of  interest '  I  am  not  at  all  aware  that  there  is  any 
.and  hope  within  a  short  time  not  only  for  a  !  ground  for  the  suggestion  which  seems  to 
return  on  the  work  but  also  increase  of  I  be   contained  in   the   question   that  the 
revenue,  when   the  next  levenue  assess-  j  expenditure  on  irrigation  works  has  been 
ment  comes  to  be  made  the  work  ought ,  cut  down  during  recent  years  owing  to 
nob     to     be      stopped      by      want     of  \  the  famine.     On  the  contrary,  the  pro- 
ready    money,     and     I     feel    confident  •  vision    for    irrigation    works    has  been 
that   there  are  many  in  both  Houses  of  j  steadily  increasing  in  recent  years.    In 
Parliament  who  would  be  willing,  suppos-  j  1898-99,    the     total     expenditure    was 
ing  the  Indian  Government  were  not  able  |  .£453,047,  in  1899-1900  it  was  £622,733, 
to   further   their   own  resources,  to  find    while  the  Budget  estimate  for  the  current 
large  sums    for   this    purpose    to   make  \  year  is  £708,200.     A  paper  has  been  laid 
even   a   liberal  grant    from   the  Imperial  j  on  the  Table  of  your  Lordships'  House 
Exchequer      in     the      way     of    a    free  I  called   "  The  Explanatory  Memorandum 
loan,   with  proper  conditions  for   repay-  \  of  the  Secretary  of  State,''  explanatory  of 
ment   when  the  work  became  remunera-  \  the  Budget  statement  which  he  will  make 
tive.     I  will  not  further  detain  your  Lord-  j  in  another  place  in  the  course  of  a  few 
ships.     I  have  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  the  ,  days,  and  the  noble  Lord  will  there  find 
■question  of  which  I  have  given  notice.        '•  a  statement  of  the  irrigation  works  which 

'  are  about  to  be  carried  out.  But  I  think 
*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  ofSTATE!  there  is  a  little  misapprehension  in  the 
for  INDIA  (The  Earl  of  Onslow):  I  think  |  minds  of  many  people  as  to  the 
from  the  nature  of  the  question  which  the  !  amount  of  the  irrigation  work  which  is 
noble  Lord  has  put  to  me  that  he  has  not  j  being  carried  on.  Not  less  than  nineteen 
-quite  rightly  appreciated  the  practice  of  ;  millions  of  acres  are  already  under  irriga- 
the  Government  of  India  in  apportioning  i  tion  in  India  and  twenty-five  and  a  half 
the  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  j  millions  of  money  have  been  spent,  and  as 
irrigation.  There  are  three  kinds  of  irri-  ■  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  very  little  fresh 
gation  works  carried  out  by  the  Govern- 1  ground  in  the  whole  of  India  where  irri- 
ment  of  India.  First  of  all,  there  are  ■  gation  works  could  l>e  constructed  with 
what  are  known  as  the  major  works,  j  any  advantage.  The  Viceroy  has  been 
Those  are  paid  for  out  of  borrowed  ■  giving  great  attention  to  this  question 
moneys  and  are  expected  to  be,  and  as  a  and  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
•matter  of  fact  are,  remunerative.  Then  '  all  that  the  Government  of  India  could 
there  are  what  are  known  as  minor  works,  spend,  however  much  money  they  might 
Those  as  a  rule  are  smaller  works  which  are  have,  would  be  something  like  ten  lakhs 
constructed  not  out  of  capital,  but  out  of  '.  a  year,  and  that  would  probably  about 
revenue.  In  some  cases  those  also  are  double  the  area  of  300,000  acres  which  is 
remunerative.  Then  there  are  what  are  covered  by  work  of  a  purely  protective 
known  as  protective  works.  These  are  ,  character  at  the  present  time.  So  the  total 
paid  for  out  of  the  famine  fund,  which,  as  practicable  increase  of  the  irrigable  area  in 
•the  noble  Lord  knows,  is  a  fund  set  apart    India  under  both  heads  of  irriga tion  works 
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cannot  amount  to  much  more  than  four 
million  acres.  The  Viceroy  hopes  to  lay 
down  a  permanent  scheme  and  a  con- 
tinuous policy  for  carrying  out  irrigation 
'works  in  India,  and  so  far  as  the  cost  and 
the  money  to  be  raised  for  carrying  them 
out  is  concerned,  I  think  the  noble  Lord 
need  have  no  apprehension  that  that 
Amount  will  fall  off  in  years  to  come, 
because,  as  he  is  well  aware,  the  major 
works — most  of  the  irrigation  works  in 
India — are  extremely  remunerative  and 
therefore  capital  can  be  advantageously 
borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them,  and  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  of  India  to  continue  i 
•carrying  them  on  at  as  rapid  a  pace  as  is 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  work, 
«nd  they  believe  that  in  the  course  really  | 
of  a  comparatively  short  period  all  the 
land  in  India  which  is  capable  of  irriga- 
tion will  be  dealt  with. 

BEER  RETAILERS'  AND  SPIRIT 
GROCERS'  LICENCES  (IRELAND)  (No. 
2)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order).  Further  Amendments  made ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3a. 

COPYRIGHT  BILL  [hl.]. 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee  read. 

*Lord  MONKSWELL :  In  moving  that 
the  House  do  resolve  itself  into  Committee, 
I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  have  to  make  one 
or  two  observations  upon  the  Bill.  On 
the  second  reading  I  stated  that  the  Bill 
in  its  then  condition  as  drafted  by  Lord 
Thring  was  a  tentative  measure,  and  your 
Lordships  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  it  has  undergone  considerable  modi- 
fication in  Committee.  One  object  of  the 
Committee  was  to  simplify  the  law  by 
assimilating  it  in  all  cases  of  artistic  work. 
To  a  great  extent  this  Bill  does  simplity 
the  law,  for  as  regards  various  important 
matters  the  law  is  made  the  same  with 
regard  to  all  artistic  work.  For  in- 
stance, every  kind  of  artistic  work  will 
have  the  same  term  of  copyright,  that  is 
to  say,  during  the  life  of  the  author  and 
thirty  years  after,  and  copyright  will  be 
attracted  to  all  artistic  works,  whether 
made  by  subjects  of  the  Queen  or  by  any- 
body else,  and  wherever  they  are  made. 
There  is  no  restriction  either  as  to  the 
person  who  can  obtain  copyright  or  where 
the  artistic  work  is  to  be  made.     Again, 


in   no   case  will  registration  be  necessary 
to  attract  copyright.     Now,  my  Lords,  in 
all  these   particulars  the  Bill  has  under- 
gone   no    change   in    Committee,  but   a 
further     and     very     difficult     question 
arose   with  regard  to  artistic  copyright, 
and  that   is  as  to  the  respective  rights  of 
the    author  and    the  owner   of    artistic 
works  in  default  of  any  agreement  as  to 
what  those  rights  should  be.     This  was  a 
question  very   much  discussed  in   1878 
both  by  and  before  the  Copyright  Com- 
mission, and  by  a  bare  majority  of  one  it 
was  recommended  that  on  sale,    in   the 
absence  of  agreement,  copyright  should 
pass  to  the  owner  of  the  work,  and  not 
remain  in  the  artist.     This  recommenda- 
tion was  vigorously  assailed  by  the  whole 
body  of  artists.     It  was  contended  that 
subject  to  certain  restrictions  in  favour 
of  the  buyer  the  copyright  should  remain 
with  the  artist.      The  Select  Committee 
has  taken  a  good  deal  of  fresh  evidence 
on  this  matter,  both  oral  and  written,  and 
they  have  bestowed  much  thought  and 
labour  on  the   question,  and   they   have 
arrived  at  definite  conclusions  as  to  the 
principles  on  which  the  Legislature  should 
proceed.      But  the  drafting  details    are 
exceedingly  technical.      I  am  not  at  all 
sure  that  everything  is  covered  ;  in  fact, 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  hear  that  the  Bill 
leaves  a  great  deal  to  be  desired  in  the 
matter  of    drafting    details  ;      but     as 
the   Bill   cannot   pass    this    session    the 
Committee   do   not    attach    very    much 
importance  to  this  defect  in  detail.     It  is 
submitted  not  as  a  measure  that  has  been 
carefully  thought  out  in  every  detail,  but 
as  containing  the  main    provisions   of  a 
just  settlement  of  the  respective  claims 
of  artists  and  those  who  deal  with  them. 
The  Committee  have  adjusted  the  claims 
on  somewhat  different  lines  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  artistic    work.       The 
Committee   place   the   painter    and    the 
draughtsman  in  one  class,  the  sculptor  in 
another,    and    the    photographer    in     a 
third.       With   regard    to    painters    and 
draughtsmen,    with   respect  to   portraits 
painted   on    commission  the    Committee 
propose  to  leave  the  law  as  it  stands  at 
present ;  that  is  to  say,  the  person  giving 
the  commission  and  not  the   artist  will 
enjoy  the  copyright,  but  as  to  all  other 
pictures  painted  on  commission  the  artists* 
contention  has  been  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee in   its  entirety,   and  the  law  has 
been  altered  by  retaining  copyright  in  the 
artist,  and  not  transferring  it  to  the  person 
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giving  the  commission.  Further,  where 
a  picture  is  not  sold  on  commission,  but  is 
sold  out  of  a  studio,  the  artist,  according 
to  this  Bill,  is  to  retain  the  copyright  on 
a  sale  in  the  absence  of  agreement.  The  law 
at  present  is  that  the  artist  loses  the  copy- 
right on  sale,  and  in  the  absence  of  agree- 
ment the  buyer  does  not  get  it,  so  it  becomes 
lost.  We  propose  that  it  shall  go  to  the 
artist.  'Now,  copyright  of  the  artist  is  in  all 
cases  subject  to  a  proviso  against  making 
or  authorising  replicas  against  the  wish  of 
the  owner  of  the  painting.  Replica  is 
defined  to  be  a  copy  so  like  the  original 
as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive  an  ordinary 
observer.  So  much  for  the  painters  and 
draughtsmen.  Now  I  come  to  the 
sculptors.  The  sculptor  hitherto,  unlike 
the  painter,  has  been  the  spoilt  child  of 
legislation.  The  sculptor  enjoys  privi- 
leges that  artists  in  their  wildest  dreams 
would  never  think  of  asking  for.  Their 
copyright  is  absolute,  and  it  is  subject  to 
no  restriction  at  ail  in  favour  of  the  pur- 
chaser. Busts,  statues,  ornamental  work 
of  every  kind,  even  when  executed  on 
commission  and  only  for  private 
use,  can  be  copyrighted  by  the 
sculptor  without  consulting  the 
owner  at  all.  The  Committee  had 
before  them  the  celebrated  sculp- 
tor Mr.  Brock,  and  he  told  them 
that  no  sculptor  of  repute  would  think 
himself  justified  in  making  the  replicas  of 
sculpture  intended  only  for  use  in  private 
houses  unless  the  owner  gave  leave.  The 
Committee  have  decided  to  make  the  law 
conform  to  the  practice  and  to  prohibit 
replicas  of  sculpture  made  on  commission 
except  where  the  work  is  intended  to  be 
located  in  some  public  place.  With  re- 
gard to  photographs,  what  the  Committee 
propose  is  this :  that  copyright  not 
only  in  portraits,  but  in  all  photographs 
made  on  commission,  shall  belong  to  the 
person  giving  the  commission.  I  think 
the  only  other  thing  I  need  say  is  that 
provisions  have  been  introduced  for  the 
detection  and  for  the  punishment  of 
infringement  of  copyright  that  are 
quite  sufficiently  stringent.  I  ought 
to  say  in  conclusion  that  I  do  not  propose 
to  carry  the  Bill  beyond  its  present  stage. 
I  propose  to  have  it  printed  and  circulated 
for  criticism  during  the  vacation,  and  I 
have  to  ask  your  Lordships'  lea vc  to  make 
one  alteration  in  Committee  in  this 
Bill.  It  is  a  drafting  alteration. 
By  some  error  two  alternative  sub- 
sections   have   been   put   into   this    Bill 
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which  are  not  intended  to  stand  together, 
and  what  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
agree  to  is  to  strike  out  one  of  those  sub- 
sections in  Committee. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Select  Committee  made. 

A  further  Amendment  made ;  and  Bill 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee ; 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No.  206.) 


TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

House    in    Committee    (according  to 
Order). 

Clauses  1  to  8  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  of  Hit 
LAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  I  understand 
that  some  of  my  noble  friends  from  Ire- 
land consider  that  the  new  clause  I  pro- 
pose to  move  is  open  to  objection.     I 
have  intimated  to  my  noble  friends  that  I 
propose  to  take  the  Report  stage  on  Thurs- 
day, and  I  understand  they  agree  that  it  will 
be   convenient   that  I  should  now  just 
state  the  object  of  the  new  clause,  and 
that  they   should  reserve   their  opposi- 
tion until  we  get  to  the  Report  stage. 
I  can  state  very  briefly  the  purport  of 
this  Amendment.     The  Bill  dealt  with  a 
state  of  facts  which  had  taken  away  and 
left  non-existing  all   powers  of  revision 
of  ecclesiastical  tithe.     I  confine  myself 
to  that  for  the  purpose  of  this  sub-section. 
At  the  time  when  that  was  the  state  of 
the  law  in  Ireland,  power  was  given  to  the 
Land   Commission   that   they    might  of 
themselves  permit  a  redemption  of  tithe 
j  without    any     authorisation     from     the 
i  Treasury  at  twenty  years  purchase  instead 
!  of  twenty-two  and  a  half.     It  was  sug- 
|  gested  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
j  Chief  Secretary  that,  the  circumstances 
|  changing,  and  the  power  of  revision  being 
|  resumed,  and  a  substantial  reduction  in 
the   tithe   being   the   obvious   result,    it 
would  be  only  reasonable  from  the  Treasury 
standpoint,    the    Executive     standpoint, 
to     restore      to      the      Treasury      the 
power      of      deciding      whether      they 
would  adhere  to  the  period  of  22i  yean 
or  take  a  lesser  number  of  years  purchase. 
The  Amendment  which  I  propose  merely 
seeks  to  restore  that   power,   under  the 
altered    circumstances,    to  the  Treasury. 
By  the  Irish  Land  Act   of   1896,  there 
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V  feeing  then  no  power    of  revising,   and 

■  therefore    no  power  of  reducing  tithes, 

\  power  was  given  to  the  Land  Commission 

L  <rf    themselves    to  accept  twenty  years 

;   purchase,  and  no  longer  was  the  consent 

it  the  Treasury  needed  for  that  particular 

t  operation  of  taking  less  than  22 £  years 

;    purchase.       But    now,   when   tithes   are 

.going   to   be   largely    and    substantially 

reduced,  the  Treasury  and  the  Executive 

think  it  reasonable  that  there  should  not 

be  a  reduction  on  both  sides,  and  that,  if 

there  ^s  an  absolute  power  of  reduction  in 

the  amount  of  the  tithe,  it  is  reasonable  to 

ive  again  to  the  Treasury  the  right  to  be 

ird  on  the  question  whether  less  than 

22%  years  shall  be  taken.     I  am  aware 

that  that  does  not  commend  itself  to  my 

noble    friends,    but  perhaps  they     will 

allow  the  Amendment  to  go  through  now, 

•and  raise  their  objections  on  the  Report 
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♦The  Earl  of  MAYO  assented  to  that 
suggestion,  and  said  he  would  put  down 
Amendments  to  this  clause  for  the  Report 
stage. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  after  Clause  8,  to  insert  the 
following  new  clause :  *  9.  Sub-section  1  of 
Section  37  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Act,  1896  (which  dispenses  with  the  consent  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  redemption  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  as  therein  mentioned)  shall  not  have 
effect  in  the  case  of  any  tithe  rent-charge  to 
which  Section  3  of  this  Act  applies.'" — 
(Lord  Ashbourne.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  amended,  and  agreed 
to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee  ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
<No.  207.) 

IRISH  FISHERIES-INSPECTORS' 
REPORTS. 

♦The  Earl  of  MAYO,  who  had  on  the 
Paper  the  following  question — 

"  To  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  if  the 
Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  held  inquiries  in 
Limerick,  Killaloe,  and  Athlone  on  30th  Janu- 
ary, 1st  February,  and  3rd  February,  1900 ; 
and  if  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators 
applied  on  28th  March  to  the  Irish  Government 
for  a  copy  of  their  Report  thereon  ;  and  if 
the  Irish  Government  refused  it.  That  as  a 
Bill  is  now  before  the  House  dealing  with  the 
matter,  will  the  Government  lay  the  Report 


upon  the  Table,  or  allow  those  interested  in  the 
Bill  to  see  the  Report " — 

said  :  It  may  be  in  the  recollection  of  your 
Lordships' House  that  I  moved  the  rejection 
of  a  Billcalled  the  Shannon  Water  and  Elec- 
tric Power  Bill.     That  was  a  Bill  affect- 
ing very  materially   the  fisheries  in  the 
River  Shannon.     The  Inspectors  of  Irish 
Fisheries    held  an  inquiry  in  Limerick, 
and  it  was  most  important   that   those 
interested  in  the  Bill  should  know  the 
result,  but  for  some  reason  the  Report 
had  been  held  back.      There  is  a  strong 
suspicion  that  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries 
!  reported  that  the  Bill    would   be   most 
'  harmful  to  the  fisheries,  and  it  would  be 
I  of  great  advantage  if  the  Report  could 
,  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

!  The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  The  Report 
]  of  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  on  the 
I  subject  of  the  works  proposed  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Shannon  Water  and 
Electrical  Power  Company  was  prepared 
for  the  information  of  the  Government, 
and  it  would  be  contrary  to  official  usage 
to  publish  it.  For  this  reason  the 
application  made  by  the  Limerick  Board 
of  Conservators  for  a  copy  of  the  Report 
was  refused,  as  was  also  a  similar  applica- 
tion made  by  the  promoting  company  ; 
and  a  like  objection  exists  to  the  publish- 
ing of  the  Report  as  a  Parliamentary 
Paper,  or  to  any  other  form  of  publica- 
tion. The  Government  therefore  regret 
that  they  are  unable  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  noble  Earl. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill  re- 
committed to  the  Standing  Committee ; 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No. 
208.) 

PROHIBITION    OF    EXPORTATION    OF 
ARMS  BILL[hl.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  I  think 
my  best  exposition  of  this  Bill  will  be  to 
read  to  your  Lordships  the  only  operative 
clause  of  it,  which  is — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  by  pro- 
clamation to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  military  and  naval  stores  to 
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any  country  or  place  therein  named  whenever 
Her  Majesty  shall  judge  such  prohibition  to 
be  expedient  in  order  to  prevent  such  arm*, 
ammunition,  military  or  naval  stores  being 
used  against  Her  Majesty's  subjects  or  forces, 
or  against  any  forces  engaged  or  which  may 
be  engaged  in  military  or  naval  operations  in 
co-operation  with  Her  Majesty's  forces.'* 

I  believe  the  circumstances  of  the  time 
are  such  that  there  is  no  one  who  can 
read  those  words  without  seeing  what 
they  are  pointed  at — the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  being  able  by  law  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  arms,  ammunition,  military 
or  naval  stores,  which,  though  exported 
from  this  country,  may  be  used  in  aid  of 
Her  Maj  esty's  enemies.  That,  my  Lords, 
is  the  whole  scope  and  object  of  the  .Bill, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  your  Lordships  will 
bo  glad  to  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

Bill  read  2a  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrrow. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  —  SETTLEMENT  OF 
SOLDIERS  IN  THE  ORANGE  RIVER 
COLONY  AFTER  THE  WAR. 


Lord  WOLVERTON:  I  chink  h 
would  give  confidence  in  the  country  i 
my  noble  friend  would  state  who  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  Earl  of  SELBORNE:  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  state  that. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
past  Eight  of  the  clock, 
till  To- morrow,  half -part 
Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday,  23rtf  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Lord  WOLVERTON :  I  beg  to  ask 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  many  applications  already 
made,  they  can  give  this  House  an  assur- 
ance that  they  are  preparing,  or  have  in 
contemplation,  some  scheme  by  which 
soldiers,  either  time-expired  or  otherwise, 
can  settle  under  advantageous  circum- 
stances in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (The  Earl 
of  Selborne)  :  My  Lords,  this  question 
has  never  been  lost  sight  of  for  one 
moment  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
who  have  been,  as  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain  in  the  House  of  Commons 
more  than  a  month  ago,  in  constant  com- 
munication with  Sir  Alfred  Milner  on  the 
subject.  The  matter  has  been  referred  to 
an  inter-Departmental  Committee,  com- 
prising representatives  of  the  War  Office, 
the  Treasury,  and  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
this  Committee  has  already  begun  to  sit. 
I  hope,  therefore,  before  long  to  be  in  a 
position  to  la)1  all  the  facts  of  the  case 
before  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I 
cannot  say  more  at  the  present  moment 
except  that  the  matter  is  receiving  and 
will  receive  our  most  earnest  considera- 
tion, but  it  is  one  in  which  obviously  any 
steps  that  may  be  taken  demand  the  most 
careful  and  thorough  consideration. 
Tit.  E tr!  of  Hakim fij. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED   INTO   COMPLIED   WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  [Loidsl 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO    COMPLIED    WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — 

Tramways   Orders  Confirmation  (No. 

3)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Tramways    Orders  Confirmation  (No. 

4)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 
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Business. 


HASTINGS  TRAMWAYS   BILL. 

I4AMBETH  WATER  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE,  DERBYSHIRE,  AND 
EAST  COAST  RAILWAY  BILL. 


Lords    Amendments 
to. 


considered,    and 


BURY  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  (TRANS- 
FER) BILL  [Lords], 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

BARNSLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

DUBLIN,  WICKLOW,    AND  WEXFORD 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

LONDON,  WALTHAMSTOW,  AND 
EPPING  F.iREST  RAILWAY  (ABAN- 
DONMENT) BILL. 

Not  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time.— (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

NORTH     BRITISH      RAILWAY      BILL 

[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

PRESTON  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
made. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

RAMSGATE  CORPORATION   IMPROVE 
MENTS  BILL  [Lords]. 

ROTHERHITHE      AND     RATCLIFF 
TUNNEL  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

BOURNEMOUTH   CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  COMPANY    BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211 
and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Com- 


mittee on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit 
proceed  forthwith. — (Mr.  Caldwell ) 
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and 


BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Order  [12th  February]  referring  the 
Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway- 
Bill  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills  read,  and  discharged.  Bill 
withdrawn. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

BUENOS  AYRES   AND  ROSARIO  RAIL- 
WAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  and 
236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Buenos  Ayres  and  Rosario 
Railway  Bill  [Lords]  have  leave  to  sit. 
and  proceed  forthwith. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

COSTA  RICA  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
LIMITED,  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  anvJ 
236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee, 
on  the  Costa  Rica  Railway  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [Lords]  have  leave  to  sit, 
and  proceed  forthwith. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

ROE'S  PATENT  BILL  [Lords]. 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211 
and  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roe's  Patent  Bill  [Lords]  have 
leave  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL. 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

PIER    AND    HARBOUR   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  and. 
agreed  to. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  Tomorrow. 

EDUCATION  BOARD  PROVISIONAL. 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  (LONDON) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow. 


FROM    THE    LORDS. 

have    agreed    to  —  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders. 


MESSAGE 

That    they 
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(No.  3)  Bill ;  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  Bill;  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working 
•Classes)  (No.  2)  Bill,  without  amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amend- 
ments to — Gas  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords],  Whitechapel  and 
Bow  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  Exmouth 
Urban  District  Water  Bill  [Lords], 
Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water 
Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


?SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Two  Petitions  from  Ryton-on-Tyne,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Petitions  in    favour,   from   Swalwell ; 
Dunston-on-Tyne    (two) ;      New    Wash- 
ington ;    and  Usworth  Colliery ;    to   lie 
'upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTH- 
SHIRE)   BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,  from  Dunston-on- 
Tyne  ;     Blaydon  ;     Winlaton  ;     Hedge- 
field  ;      Crawcrook ;      Rowlands     GUI ; 
Blaydon        Haughs ;       and       Usworth 
•  Colliery  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


I 


RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  by  Bail- 
way  Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  six  months  ending  the  31a 
December,  1899  [by  Command] :  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


UNIVERSITIES     (SCOTLAND) 
1889. 


ACT. 


Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  under  the  Universi- 
ties (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  with  an 
Appendix  containing  Ordinances,  Minutes, 
Correspondence,  Evidence,  and  other 
Documents  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SHEBEENS   IN   TOWNS  (IRELAND . 
Return     presented,    relative     thereto 

[ordered  6th  July ;    Mr.  Macakese] ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (FAMINE). 
Copy  presented,  of  Advances  and  Gift* 
to  Agriculturists  for   Seed,   Cattle,  and 
Subsistence  at  the  End  of  the  Famine  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  TELEGRAPHS  (REVENUE 
AND  EXPENDITURE). 

Return  ordered,  "of  Revenue  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Post  Office  for  each 
year  from  1869-70  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  319,  of  Session 
1899),  and  an  Estimate  for  the  same  for 
the  year  ended  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  in  the  following  form  : — 


Revenue. 


Expenditure. 


Fill 


><  fi  m  i 


Site*  and 
Itu  tilling*. 


| 


1'2| 
I 


I 


— (Mr.  Hanbury.) 
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Return  ordered,  "  of  Revenue  and  Ex- 
penditure  of  the  Post  Office  for  each  year 
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from  1869-70  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  320,  of  Session  1899), 
and  an  Estimate  of  the  same  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  in 
the  following  form : — 


j 


lliiveime. 


a 


I     _ 


Expenditure. 


I£ 


.Sites  and 
Buildinga. 


■S*3 


< 


\ 


3? 

c  1  ^ 


la 


— (Mr.  Hmhury.) 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND). 
Return  ordered,  "of  the  amount  of 
Class  Fees  paid  by  Students  attending 
4ach  of  the  Universities  of  Scotland, 
showing  for  each  University  the  various 
Faculties,  the  Class  Subjects,  the  number 
of  Students  at  the  respective  Classes,  and 


?1 

«    * 

l*fn 


Other 
Expenditure. 
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-pa*  Ji 
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go 
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the  amount  of  Fees  paid  for  instruction 
at  these  respective  Classes,  according  to 
the  following  form  : — 


Name  of  University.  _ 
Name  of  Faculty 


Students. 

Class  Fees. 

Winter  Session, 

Summer  Session, 

Winter  Session, 

Summer  Session, 

1899-1900. 

1900. 

1899-1900. 

1900. 

IName  of  Class. 

d 

d     > 

d 

S 

o> 

©     i 

© 

© 

2 

i 

5 

o 
H 

s 

2 

Worn 
Total 

d 
2 

i 

1 

8 

a 

i 

3 

o 
H 

• 

1 

! 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

<with  Summaries  showing  the  total  number 
« of  students  and  amounts  of  fees  respectively 
in  each  Faculty  and  each  University  ;  and 
.also  grand  totals  for  Scottish  Universi- 
ties." — (Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 


QUESTIONS. 


•CHINA-ANTI-FOREIGN    OUTBREAK- 
POSITION    AT    PEKING   —  RECENT 

NEWS. 

Sir  H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
t(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 

VOL.  LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
there  is  anything  to  communicate  to  the 
House  about  China. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  We  have  very  little  in 
the  way  of  news  from  China,  but  perhaps 
the  House  would  like  to  hear  the  state- 
ments made  to  us  with  regard  to  the 
safety  of  the  Legations  at  Peking.  A 
communication  has  been  received  at  the 
Foreign  Office  from  the  Chinese  Minister 
to  the  effect  that  the  Legations  were  un- 
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harmed,  and  we  have  received  from  I  Office  have  received  a  letter  from  the 
Shanghai  a  translation  of  an  Imperial  i  China  Association  urging  that  what  the 
Decree,  datod  July  18th,  as  follows —  j  position  in  the  Yang-tsze  region  requires 
"  In  the  Confucian  work  « Spring  and  \  »  not  only  promise  of  help  to  the  great 
Autumn,'  U  is  written  that  Envoys  shall  not  <  provincial  officials  in  putting  down 
he  killed.  How  can  it  then  be  supposed  that  |  possible  disturbance,  but  a  clew  and  ex- 
the  Thrones  policy  is  to  connive  at  allowing  i     --  -  ^^ 

the  troojw  and  populace  to  vent  their  wrath  upon 
the  foreign  Ministers  ?    Excepting  the  murder 


of  the  German  Minister  by  the  riotous  people, 
which  offence  is  being  vigorously  investigated, 
the  other  Ministers  are  being  protected  for  a 
month  past  by  the  Throne  with  a  ceaseless 
energy,  and  fortunately  have  suffered  (?  group 
omitted)  harm." 

A  telegram  was  received  on   Friday  at 
Shanghai  from  the  Governor  of  Shantung 
transmitting  a  cypher  message  from  the 
United  States   Minister   to  his  Govern- 
ment,   which    purported     to    have     left 
Peking   on    July    18th.      This   message 
was     undated    and    was    to    the    effect 
that       the     United      States      Minister 
was   in   the  British  Legation  under  fire 
from   shot  and  shell.     The    date    given 
by    the   Chinese  to   the   United    States 
Minister's  telegram  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  above  decree,  and  the  assurances  of 
safety  contained  in  the  decree  are  not  borne  | 
out  by  the  latter.     The  Consul  General ; 
telegraphed  to  the  Governor  of  Shantung  ]  Association,  ? 
asking  how  it  was  that  a  message  from  ! 
Peking   could   reach   Chinan-Fu   in   two  j 
days,  and  why  we  had  had  no  message  i 
from  Sir  Claude  MacDonald.     The  reply  , 
was  as  follows —  ' 

"  The  United  States  Minister's  telegram  ' 
was  sent  by  Tsung-li  Yamen  by  a  messenger  i 
travelling  600  li  (loughly  200  miles)  a  day.  [  \ 
assure  you  there  is  no  telegraphic  communica-  j 
tion.     T  cannot  explain  why    Her  Majesty's  • 


plicit  expression  of  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  uphold  and 
protect  in  their  persons,  properties,  and 
offices  those  who  have  ventured  to  range 
themselves  on  the  side  of  order  and 
loyalty  to  their  obligations ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  this  expression  of  opinion,  and 
the  pressure  which  is  notoriously  being 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  great  ^ioerora 
of  the  Yang-tsze  region  and  others,  tier 
Majesty's  Government  are  now  prepared 
to  give  them  the  explicit  assurances  re- 
quired. 


Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty  • 
representatives  have  been  in  constant 
communication  with  the  Yangtze 
Viceroys,  and  the  assurances  they  have 
asked  for  have  been  given. 

Mr.  YERBURGH:  Has  the  Foreign 
Office  received  the  letter  from,  the  China 


Mr.  BRODRICK : 
has  been  received. 


I  believe  the  letter 


CHINESE  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  THI& 
COUNTRY. 


Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  it  is  in  accor- 


X^^^itfifirtjgl^^  with    ordinary  diplomatic 


not  to  be  anxious. 

are  all  living  ami  unharmed  ;  of  this  I  have 

already  had  several  reliable  messages." 

Seeing  that  over  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  any  communication  has  reached  Her 
Majesty's  Government  from  the  Peking 
Legation,  and  that  the  Tsung-li  Yamen 
are  communicating  by  messenger  with 
various  Chinese  authorities,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  feel  that  they  cannot  attach, 
credence  to  any  statements  or  decrees 
attributed  to  the  Emperor  or  the  Chinese 
Government  unless  fortified  by  letters 
signed  and  dated  by  Sir  Claude  Mac- 
Donald  or  other  British  official,  or  by 
telegrams  in  our  cypher. 

THE  YAXti-TSZE  YM'KKOYS. 
Mil.  YERBURGH  (Chester):  1  beg  to 
ask   the    Under   Secretary    of   State    for. 
Foreign     Affairs    whether    the    Fortign 


u  -  usage* 

that,  while  our  countrymen  are  being 
massacred  in  China,  the  representatives  of 
the  Government  of  China  in  this  country 
should  be  invited  to,  and  received  a» 
honoured  guosts  at,.  State  and  official 
functions;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  intend  to  take  any  steps  to- 
indicate  to  the  representatives  of  China 
in  this  country  their  views  with  regard  to 
recent  events  in  China.. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  answer  to  thfr 
hon.  Members  question  depends  on  the 
state  of  facts  at  Peking,  with  which,  as  I 
have  already  told  the  House,  we  are  im- 
perfectly acquainted.  Her  Majestvs 
Government  have  not  failed  to  take  everr 
measure  in  their  power  to  bring  home  to 
the  Chinese  Government  their  views  as  to- 
recent  events  in  China.. 
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t EXPORTS  OF  MUNITIONS  OF   WAR 
TO  CHINA. 

.  Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
on) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  u  nder  Secre- 
r  of  State  for  War  whether  the  Govern- 
:lfteht  have  come  to  any  decision  with 
Regard  to  stopping  the  export  of  arms  and 
J  Ammunition  from  this  country  to  China 
far  the  use  of  the  Chinese ;  and,  if  so, 
-whether  he  will  communicate  the  nature 
of    such  decision    to   the    House ;    and 
whether  any  ironclads,  torpedo  boats,  or 
Other  vessels  of  war  are  now  being  con- 
structed for  the  Chinese  by  British  firms, 
or  are  in  course  of  transit  from  British 
builders    to    the    Chinese;    and,   if  so, 
whether  the  Government  intend  to  stop 
these  vessels,  either  on  the  water  or  in  the 
building  yards. 


|  Tientsin  and  Ta-ku ;  and  whether  there  is 
any  hospital  accommodation  at  Wei-hai- 


*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover):  This  question  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  must  be  aware  that  a  Bill  has  been 
introduced  in  another  place  to  effect  this 
object. 

PEKING  LEGATION— NAVAL  GUARD. 
♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  is  aware  that  a  list  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the 
German  Marines,  under  Count  Goben, 
who  were  sent  up  to  Peking  to  guard  the 
German  Legation,  was  published  some 
days  ago  in  Germany  ;  and  if  he  can  ex- 
plain why  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  case 
of  British  Marines,  under  Captain  Halli- 
day,  who  were  sent  up  to  Peking  to 
guard  the  British  Legation. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 1 
RALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  Commander-in- 
Chief  has  not  up  till  now  reported  the 
names  of  the  men  forming  the  Marine 
Guard  at  Peking  ;  we  have  telegraphed 
to  him  to  do  so.  He  has  not  yet  sent  the 
information. 

PROVISION  FOR  THE  SICK  AND 
WOUNDED  IN  CHINA-HOSPITAL 
SHIl>  PRESENTED  BY  MAHARAJAH 
OF  GWALIOR. 

MR.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  what  has  been  done  to  provide  for 
the  proper  care  of  the  British  wounded  at 


wei. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
I  Ealing)  :  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
[no  special  information  as  to  the  ar- 
rangements made  at  the  front  for 
I  the  wounded  in  the  recent  enga^e- 
I  ments ;  but  there  were  available  tne 
medical  staffs  of  the  various  British  men- 
of-war  under  Admiral  Seymour,  and 
General  Dorward  took  with  him  other 
I  medical  officers  and  appliances.  As 
I  regards  hospital  accommodation  at  Wei- 
I  hai-wei,  there  is  a  good  hospital  on  the 
island,  and  good  stone  barracks  con- 
vertible to  hospital  use  if  wanted.  Gene- 
ral Gaselee  has  telegraphed  that  as  soon 
as  he  reaches  Wei-hai-wei,  he  will  report 
on  its  suitability  for  the  location  of  base 
hospitals.  The  water  supply  in  the 
island  is  good  and  ample.  To  this  I  have 
[  to  add  that  the  Government  of  India  have 
already  provided  a  hospital  ship,  and  are 
prepared  to  supplement  this  accommoda- 
tion by  converting  three  transports  into 
hospital  ships.  The  American  hospital 
ship  "  Maine  "  has  also  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  I  am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  our  gratitude  for  this  great 
act  of  generosity  to  the  Atlantic  Trans- 
port Company,  which  has  furnished  the 
ship,  and  to  the  American  ladies  who  have 
provided  the  funds  for  equipping  and 
maintaining  it.  I  have  also  to  inform  the 
House  that  I  have  received  from  the 
Maharajah  Sindhia  of  Gwalior  the  offer 
of  a  fully  equipped  hospital  ship  for  China, 
upon  which  he  is  willing  to  spend  twenty 
lakhs.  This  princely  offer  is  made  on 
behalf  of  himself,  his  mother,  and  his 
wife,  to  testify  their  loyalty  to  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  Empress.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  expressed 
their  acceptance  of  this  most  munificent 
offer,  and  their  deep  appreciation  of  the 
motives  which  actuated  His  Highness  to 
make  it. 

I  SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR  —  HOSPITAL 
j  AND  MEDICAL  ARRANGEMENTS— 
i      COMMISSION    OF    INQUIRY. 

Colonel     WYNDHAM     MURRAY 

(Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 

the  Treasury  whether  the  instructions  to 

i  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  medical 

1  arrangements  in  Soutti  Africa  will  include 

!  the  making  of  a  thorough  inquiry  on  the 
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spot  by  the  medical  members  of  the  Com- 
mission into  the  results  of  inoculation  for 
enteric  fever,  in  preventing  the  disease, 
or  lessening  its  effects. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  inquiry  to  which  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  refers,  though  doubtless 
one  of  very  great  importance,  appears  to 
be  outside  the  scope  of  reference  of  the 
Commission,  and  it  would  require  some- 
what different  circumstances  to  investigate 
a  purely  scientific  medical  subject  of  the 
kind  suggested. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  Mr.  Harrison,  who  has 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  South 
African  Hospitals  Commission,  holds  an 
Appointment  as  member  of  the  Army 
Railway  Council,  a  body  which  advises 
the  Army  authorities  in  matters  of  rail- 
way transport  and  engineering,  aud  has 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Army ;  and  will  he  state  in  whom 
is  the  appointment  to  seats  in  the 
Army  Railway  Council  vested,  and 
was  that  council,  of  which  Mr. 
Harrison  is  a  member,  consulted  in  the 
matter  of  railway  transport  in  South 
Africa,  which  will  form  one  branch  of  the 
subject  matter  of  the  inquiries  of  the 
South  African  Hospital  Commission,  of 
which  Mr.  Harrison  is  also  a  member. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  believe  he  is 
not  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Army.  He 
is,  however,  a  member  of  the  Army  Rail- 
way Council,  an  unpaid  body  called  into 
existence  at  the  request  of  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  of  experts  in  order  to 
advise  the  War  Office,  not  on  anything 
connected  with  South  Africa  or  South 
African  transport,  but  simply  on  the 
question  of  transports  and  mobilisation 
within  the  four  quarters  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  By  whom 
are  the  appointments  made  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  They  are  made 
by  the  War  Office,  of  course.  Whom  else 
could  they  be  made  by  1 

PUBLICATION  OF  DESPATCHES. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 


sury whether  he  can  now  state  definitely 
that  the  South  African  war  despatches 
already  asked  for  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  before  the  House  is  asked  to 
consider  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  war  services  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  my. 
self  think  that  these  despatches  have  any 
direct  connection  with  the  Estimates  to  be 
introduced  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  but  I  frankly  admit  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  lay  the  despatches 
on  the  Table,  and  I  had  hoped  that  by  the 
time  the  Estimates  would   be  discussed 
we  might  have  considered  that  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  were  at  an  end,  or  practi- 
cally at  an  end,  in  which  case  it  would  be 
possible  to  lay  them  at  once.     That,  how- 
ever, appears  to  be  a  sanguine  estimate, 
and  I  do  not  quite  see  how  it  is  possible 
now  to  lay  the  despatches  on  the  Table 
!  in  view  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  others  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  that  anything  which 
contains  commentary  upon  military  open- 
I  tions  going  on  or  the  discretion  of  officers 
|  engaged  should  not   be  published  while 
I  those  military  operations  are  in  progress. 

I  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX: 
I  I  cannot  enter  into  a  controversy  on  the 
|  subject  now,  but  I  must  firmly  protest 
!  against  any  such  sentiment  being  attri- 
1  buted  to  me. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATES. 
|     Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E) :  On 
i  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
|  Kerry,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
I  Treasury  whether  he  can  state  approxi- 
|  mately  the  amount  of  money  to  be  asked 
for  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate  in  con- 
|  nection  with  the  war   in  South  Africa; 
and  also  approximately  what  portion  of 
the  estimated  gross  cost  of  the  war  in 
South  Africa  will  Ireland  have  to  contri- 
bute. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  is  impossible 
at  present,  I  think,  and  certainly  prema- 
ture, to  give  any  estimate  of  the  kind 
asked  for.  As  for  the  Supplementary 
Estimate  which  is  to  be  brought  forward, 
that  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  to- 
day or  to-morrow,  and,  probably,  it  would 
be  better  for  the  House  to  wait  till  they 
have  the  estimate  in  their  hands  than  for 
me  to  attempt  to  give  any  account  of  its 
contents.    I  may,  however,  say  that  some 
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)€  the  rumours  I  have  seen  published  as 
ko  the  magnitude  of  the  financial  opera- 
Hems  contemplated  by  the  Government 
altogether  fantastic  in  their  propor- 


Captain  DONELAN  :  Why  should  the 
Irish  people  be  compelled  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  a  war  which  they 
abhor? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

TRANSPORT  OFFICERS— REWARDS 
AND  DISTINCTIONS. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South  Mol- 
ten) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  work  of  the  trans- 
port officers  at  the  ports  of  embarkation 
will  be  recognised  in  conection  with  any 
rewards  that  may  be  distributed  for  ser- 
vices during  the  past  year. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  must  deprecate 
Parliamentary  questions  with  regard  to 
rewards  and  distinctions.  The  responsi- 
bility rests  decidedly  with  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  and  the  grace  of  conferring 
any  distinction  might  easily  be  marred 
by  any  appearance  of  Parliamentary 
pressure. 

BOER  PRISONERS  FOR  CEYLON. 
Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  number  of  Boer 
prisoners  of  war  have  been  or  are  being 
sent  to  Ceylon;  and,  if  so,  how  many, 
and  to  what  place. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir.  Lord 
Roberts  telegraphed  on  the  12th  inst. 
that  a  body  of  prisoners  would  leave  for 
Ceylon  in  a  few  days,  but  their  number 
was  not  stated.  Preparations  have  been 
made  for  the  reception  of  about  2,000 
prisoners  and  their  guards  at  Bandara- 
wolla,  in  the  hill  country. 

RECENT  MILITARY  OPERATIONS. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
whether  there  is  anything  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  about  South  Africa. 
There  is  a  rumour  that  there  is  some  news 
from  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  think  that  all  the 
news  there  is  has  been  published  this 
morning. 


HOSPITAL  RETURNS. 
Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  men  now  in  hospital  in  South 
Africa  from  causes  other  than  wounds. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  has  already  been 
explained  to  the  House  that  it  is  not 
practicable  to  give  the  information  re- 
quired. The  numbers  vary  from  day  to 
day  and  we  receive  no  telegraphic  infor- 
mation about  them.  I  can,  however, 
give  the  admissions  at  any  place,  at  any 
date,  if  that  will  satisfy  the  hon. 
Member. 

BOER  WOMEN  SENT  TO  THE  ENEMY'S 
LINES. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 
I  begto  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  now  state  whether  a 
proclamation  was  issued  at  Pretoria  on 
Wednesday  last  ordering  the  wives  of  all 
Boers  believed  to  be  in  the  field  against 
us  to  report  themselves  to  the  authorities 
on  the  following  day  in  order  that  they 
might  be  sent  into  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
whether  they  and  their  children  have  been 
so  sent ;  and  whether  among  these  women 
are  included  any  who  have  been  rendered 
destitute  through  the  destruction  for 
military  purposes  of  their  farms  and 
crops. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir.  No  Re- 
port  has  reached  the  War  Office. 

3rd  INNISKILLING  FUSILIERS. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  bee  to  a9k  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  state  how  many  men 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  Royal  Inniskilling 
Fusiliers,  stationed  at  Cowshott  Manor 
Camp,  responded  to  the  call  made  in 
February  last  to  volunteer  for  service  in 
South  Africa ;  were  any  deprivations  of 
privilege  made  in  the  case  of  men  who 
then  declined  to  volunteer;  and  how 
many  men  responded  to  a  further  call  for 
volunteers  made  upon  this  corps  in  the 
present  month,  and  have  any  of  the  corps 
been  visited  with  displeasure  for  refusal. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  As  I  stated  in 
reply  to  this  question  on  Thursday,  the 
3rd  Inniskilling  Fusiliers  was  not  asked 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to 
volunteer  for  service  abroad,  either  in 
February  or  later. 
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MILITARY  LANDS  ACT,  1892. 
Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  re- 
gard to  England  and  Scotland  respec- 
tively, if  he  will  state  how  many  county 
and  borough  councils  have  exercised  the 
powers  given  for  the  purchase  of  land 
under  the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892; 
what  number  of  acres  has  been  so  pur- 
chased ;  what  sum  has  been  so  expended  ; 
and  what  proportion  of  that  sum  has  been 
borrowed  under  the  powers  conlerred  by 
the  Act. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  War  Office 
has  cognisance  only  of  cases  where  com- 
pulsion is  required,  and  only  one  such 
case  has  occurred  among  purchases  made 
by  county  or  borough  councils,  viz.,  at 
Great  Yarmouth.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  cognisance  of  all  sums  of 
money  borrowed  under  the  Act  ;  two 
cases  have  occurred,  a  loan  of  £12,600  to 
the  town  council  of  Nottingham,  for  the 
purchase  of  120  acres  of  land  for  rifle 
ranges  ;  and  a  loan  of  £123  to  the  town 
council  of  Chesterfield,  for  the  purchase 
of  two  roods  of  land  for  a  drill  hall.  But 
when  the  council  is  able  to  buy  the  land 
by  agreement,  and  without  borrowing,  the 
transaction  is  not  reported  to  any  Govern- 
ment department. 

WAR  OFFICE  EMPLOYEES*  BONUS. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  if  he  can  state  whether, 
seeing  that  the  privileges  of  certain  War 
Office  employees  computed  at  Is.  a  week, 
were  taken  into  consideration  when  their 
minimum  wage  was  raised  to  22s.  a  week, 
these  men  are  not  entitled  to  a  certain 
bonus;  and  whether  he  will  see  that  a 
storehouseman  named  Wales  (Army 
Clothing  Department),  who,  after  serv- 
ing for  seventeen  years,  was  discharged 
in  consequence  of  an  accident,  receives 
the  bonus  for  that  number  of  years  ser-  j 
vice,  irrespective  of  the  compensation  he  ] 
received  for  injuries. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham, S.) :  TheSuperan- 
nuation  Act  directs  that  gratuities  on  dis- 
charge shall  be  calculated  on  wages,  and 
there  is  no  power  to  vary  the  basis  of 
assessment.  Wales  obtained  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act  a  weekly 
allowance  which  cannot  be  supplemented  j 


by  a  gratuity.  The  hon.  Member  fas 
not  accurately  state  the  amount  of  the 
minimum  wage. 

Captain  NORTON:  Did  not  the  man 
in  question  receive  compensation  in  con- 
sequence of  injuries  sustained  1  Is  he 
not  therefore  entitled  to  a  bonus  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  So, 
Sir.  The  workman  in  question  received 
what  he  got  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  and  he 
was  not  entitled  to  anything  beyond 
that. 


Captain    NORTON 
titled  to  a  bonus  1 


Is  he   not  en- 


*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I  do 
not  know  what  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber means  by  a  bonus.  If  he  will  speak 
to  me  privately  I  may  clear  up  any  mi* 
understanding. 

LANCASHIRE    VOLUNTEER 
ALLOWANCES. 

Lord  BALCAKRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  when  his 
decision  will  be  announced  as  to  the  sup- 
plementary grant  to  be  paid  to  certain 
Lancashire  Volunteer  regiments  in  respect 
of  their  travelling  expenses,  which  have 
been  5s.  per  head  above  the  usual  grant ; 
and  whether  any  special  allowance  is  to 
be  made  for  the  carriage  of  cycles  to  and 
from  camp. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  question  of 
the  travelling  expenses  referred  to  has 
been  decided  in  favour  of  the  corps,  and 
the  necessary  instructions  have  been  sent. 
There  is  no  special  grant  for  the  convey- 
ance of  cycles;  the  allowance  of  £2  is 
intended  to  co>er  all  extra  incidental 
charges. 

KILWOUTH  RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  proceedings  are  at 
present  pending  or  contemplated  on  the 
part  of  the  War  Office  to  acquire  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  it  to  the  Kilworth  Rifle 
Range  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  im- 
mediate locality  ;  and  will  he  state  under 
what  Act  these  proceedings  are  being 
taken,  what  stage  they  have  reached, 
what  area  of  land  it  is  proposed  to  ac- 
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^igllire,  and  how  many  families  it  is  pro- 
j  posed  to  evict. 

,     *Mr.   J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:   No, 
1  €Br  i  there  is  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  Then  what 
was  the  meaning  of  the  communication 
•addressed  to  the  Cork  County  Council, 
Stating  there  was  such  an  intention  1 

•♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  That, 
BO  doubt,  had  reference  to  the  schedule  of 
a  Bill  introduced  into  another  place,  and 
since  withdrawn. 

ARMY  SHIRT  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  if  he  will  state  the  total  quantity 
of  Army  shirts  tendered  for  and  supplied 
respectively  by  shirt  manufacturers  in 
the  United  Kingdom  for  the  troops  in 
South  Africa  during  the  past  twelve 
months;  what  proportion  was  tendered 
lor  by  manufacturers  in  the  south  of  Ire- 
land, and  were  their  tenders  accepted ; 
what  were  the  conditions  of  specification 
as  to  quality  stipulated  for  by  the 
Government,  and  were  those  conditions 
complied  with  by  south  of  Ireland  manu- 
facturers ;  and,  seeing  that  the  identical 
quality  of  shirting  previously  accepted  by 
die  Government  was  offered  at  a  lower 
price  by  one  of  the  largest  manu- 
facturers of  those  goods  in  the  south  of 
Ireland,  and  that  the  tender  was  de- 
clined, can  he  explain  why  Irish  manu- 
facturers have  received  none  of  the 
Government  contracts  for  Army  shirts. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
total  quantity  being  supplied  is  about 
700,000 ;  31,000  were  offered  by  south  of 
Ireland  firms  and  were  not  accepted.  The 
material  was  to  be  flannel  or  union  mix- 
ture containing  not  less  than  50  per  cent. 
of  wool.  In  some  cases  the  supply  was 
to  be  to  War  Office  pattern ;  in  others 
the  contractors  were  allowed  to  submit 
their  own  patterns.  If  there  had  been 
great  emergency  at  the  time  the  orders 
referred  to  were  placed,  some  samples 
submitted  by  south  of  Ireland  firms 
might  have  been  accepted,  but  there  was 
then  no  difficulty  in  meeting  the  require- 
ments from  the  more  suitable  samples 
submitted  by  other  firms.  Nothing  is 
known  as  to  the  particular  case  referred 
to  in  the  second    paragraph,   but   nine 


Irish  manufacturers  received  orders,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  other  shirts  were 
manufactured  in  Ireland  by  firms  whose 
head  offices  are  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Out 
of  the  many  millions  spent  on  these 
matters,  has  threepence  gone  to  Ireland  ? 

THE  CHANNEL  FLEET-VISIT    TO 
INVERGORDON. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ross 
and  Cromarty,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  Channel  Fleet  to 
visit  Invergordon  this  summer. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Beyond  a  visit  to 
Berehaven  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  certain  exercises,  the  movements  of 
the  Channel  squadron  subsequent  to  tie 
manoeuvres  have  not  yet  been  decided 
upon. 

SAILING    TRAINING    SQUADRON. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty can  he  say  what  officer,  or  officers, 
and  what  men  have  been  in  charge  of 
H.M.S.  "  Raleigh  "and  of  the  other  three 
ships  of  the  sailing  training  squadron 
since  this  squadron  was  put  out  of  com- 
mission and  laid  up  on  31st  October,  1899; 
have  any  officers  and  men  lived  on  board 
the  ships  since  that  date,  and,  if  so,  how 
many  on  board  each  ship ;  are  these  ships 
now  in  sufficiently  good  condition  to 
enable  them  to  be  fitted  out  again  for 
sea  ;  what  other  ships  besides  these  four 
would  be  available  for  use  as  a  sailing 
training  squadron ;  and  is  it  proposed  to 
build  any  more  ships  that  would  be  so 
available  ;  and,  if  so,  when  is  it  expected 
that  these  latter  will  be  ready  for  use. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  It  is  not  possible  to 
give  all  the  information  asked  for  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  within  the  limits  of  an 
answer  to  a  Parliamentary  question. 
Generally  speaking,  the  ships  forming 
the  recent  training  squadron  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  care  and  maintenance 
parties  at  the  ports  since  they  were  put 
•out  of  commission  last  year.  Of  these  a 
limited  number  live  on  board  when 
necessary.  The  "  Cleopatra  "  is  about  to 
replace  the  "Curayoa"  as  a  sea-going 
training  ship  for  boys.  The  "Raleigh 
is  fit  for  service  at  sea.     The  "  Volage  " 
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would  need  a  thorough  refit  before  being  j 
commissioned   for   sea   service,   and   the 
"  Champion  "  a  refit  of  less  extent.     The  j 
following  ships  are  available  for  service,  i 
but  they  would  require  extensive  repairs, 
and  re-boilering  at  once  or  after  a  short 
period  :— "  Calypso,"     "  Active,"     "  Cor- 
delia," and   "uuracoa."     With  reference 
to  the  last  question  of  the  hon.   Member, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  knows  the  shipbuild- 
ing programme  for  this  year,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  anticipate   next  year's 
programme. 

FOREIGN  MEN-OF-WAR  IN  JERSEY 
HARBOURS. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
foreign  war  vessels  are  constantly  manoeu- 
vring in  and  out  of  the  harbours  of 
Jersey ;  and  whether  there  are  any  re- 
gulations limiting  such  vessels  from 
practising  these  evolutions. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  No  recent  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  foreign  war  vessels,  as 
suggested  in  the  question,  have  been 
received  by  the  Admiralty.  There  are  no 
special  regulations  as  to  the  limitation  of 
vessels  practising  evolutions,  but  attention 
would  be  called  to  any  infraction  of  inter- 
national usage,  should  such  occur. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  What  are  the  rules 
of  "  international  usage  "  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  have  said  there 
are  no  regulations. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTP:R  (Belfast, 
W.) :  Is  it  not  notorious  that  French 
men-of-war  have  been  manoeuvring  in 
these  waters  1  Is  it  in  accordance  with 
ordinary  usage  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  My  attention  has 
not  been  called  to  the  fact. 

ROYAL  MARINE  OFFICERS'  CLOTHING. 
Mr  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  officers  of  the  Royal  Marines 
serving  on  board  ship  in  warm  climates 
are  compelled  by  regulation  to  wear 
white  clothing,  and  are  also  compelled  De- 
regulation to  wear  khaki  clothing  when 
engaged  in  active  operations  ashore  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  ho  will  sanction  the 
adoption  of  one  type  of  hot  weather  uni- 
form, so  as  to  relieve  officers  of  the  Royal 


Marines  of  the   heavy  expense  entailed 
by  the  present  arrangement. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  am  informed  that 
officers  of  the  Royal  Marines  are  not  con- 
pelled  by  regulation  to  wear  khaki 
clothing  under  any  circumstances,  bat 
that  description  of  uniform  has  been 
worn  as  a  matter  of  convenience  and  dis- 
cretion in  some  recent  active  operations 
on  shore.  I  will  inquire  further  into  the 
matter. 

INDIAN  FAMINE— RELIEF  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
can  state  the  total  number  of  persons  on 
relief  in  the  famine  districts,  and  the 
number  who  are  still  being  relieved  in 
famine  camps ;  and  whether  he  will 
obtain  the  statistics  of  deaths  from 
cholera,  which  are  available  in  India,  for 
|  the  information  of  the  House  before  the 
|  debate  takes  place  on  the  Indian  Budget 

|    *Lord  G.  HAMILTON :    The  famine 

•  telegram,    dated    the     14th   July,   and 

|  published  in  the  daily  press,  stated  thai 

S  6,148,000  were  in  receipt  of   relief,  it 

added  that,  "  Village  relief  and  advances 

were  replacing  relief  works."     I  cannot  at 

present  specify  how    many  out  of  this 

total  were  relieved  at  their  villages  and 

how  many  were  on  relief  works.    I  can 

obtain  the  total  figures  for  cholera  deaths 

in  British  districts  and  in  Native  States, 

so  far  as  they  are  available  in  India,  but 

they  may  not  be  sent  in   time  for  the 

debate  on  Thursday  next. 

ADVANCES     TO     CULTIVATORS    FOE 
SEED  AND  CATTLE. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  in 

many  of  the  famine  districts  from  75  to 

90    per  cent,   of  the  cattle   have  died; 

what  proportion  of  the  cultivators  in  the 

district  affected  will  need  advances  for 

seed  and  cattle  ;  and  what  proportion  of 

these  can  be  assisted  out  of  the  123  lacs 

!  allotted  for  the  purpose,  and  the  chari- 

I  table  funds ;  and  whether  he  has  infor- 

j  mation  to  show   that  there  are  enough 

j  cattle    available    in     India     to     supply 

j  immediate   needs ;  and    if   not,   whether 

'  any  steps  are  being  taken  to  make  good 

!  the  deficiency  from  elsewhere. 

i 

|    *Lord   G.    HAMILTON :  I    have   no 
i  trustworthy  information  about  the  mor- 
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fctdity    among    cattle;  nor    can    I     <;ive 

'particulars  as  to  the  proportion  of  culti- 

Tmtors  that  will  be  relieved  from  advances 

^  Bade    by    Government    and     from    the 

^charitable    fund     respectively.      If     the 

.  fonds   already  allotted  for  this   purpose 

■    prove   insufficient  more   money   will   be 

granted.     No  cattle  have  been  brought 

into   Incia    from    outside  to    meat  the 

present  need  ;  but  cattle  are  being  moved 

into   the    famine     districts    from    more 

prosperous  parts  of  India. 

LOANS  TO  NATIVE  STATES. 
Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  what  steps, 
if  any,  are  being  taken  to  assist  the 
Governments  of  the  Native  States  to 
obtain  the  necessary  funds  for  making 
advances  to  cultivators  for  the  purchase 
of  plough  cattle  and  seed  grains. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  loans  to 
Native  States  for  famine  purposes  and 
the  grants  to  chose  States  from  the 
Charitable  Fund  are  intended  to  cover  the 
necessary  advances  and  gifts  to  cultivators 
in  those  tracts.  In  my  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Banffshire  on  Thursday, 
I  stated  the  amount  of  those  loans. t  Up 
to  the  end  of  May  26£  lacs  (£177,000) 
had  also  been  allottecf  by  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Charitable  Fund  for  ex- 
penditure in  Native  States. 

INDIAN  RAILWAYS— FINANCIAL 
ARRANGEMENT. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether,  in  calculating  the  rate  of 
interest  under  the  contract  powers  for 
paying  off  (by  annuities)  the  shareholders 
of  the  East  Indian  Railway  Company  in 
1880,  the  Eastern  Bengal  Railway  Com- 
pany in  1884,  and  the  Scinde  Railway 
Company  in  1886,  the  agreed  results 
(namely,  £4  6s.,  £3  17s.,  and  £3  16s.  6d.) 
were  the  outcome  of  the  same  methods  of 
interpretation  as  explained  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1879 
by  Sir  Louis  Mallet,  Mr.  Danvers,  and 
Viscount  Cranbrook. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  East 
Indian  Railway  was  bought  under  a 
special  arrangement  outside  the  contract 
which  the  Select  Committee  of  1879  (of 
which  I  was  chairman)  agreed  to,  on  the 

t  See  page  465  of  this  volume. 


understanding  that  the  rate  fixed  was  not 
to  form  a  precedent.  In  determining  the 
terms  of  subsequent  purchases  under  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  the  other  two  railways 
!  were  bought  under  the  contract,  and  the 
rate  of  interest  was  determined  by  the 
governor  and  the  deputy -govern  or  of  the 
Bank  as  prescribed  by  contract.  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  view  they  took  of 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  1879. 

Mr.  GORDON :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  same  method  was  followed  on  the 
three  occasions  1 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  should 
imagine  not,  because  the  Committee  of 
which  I  was  chairman  distinctly  laid  it 
down  that  sanction  was  only  given  to 
the  exceptional  purchase  in  1879  on  the 
understanding  that  it  was  not  to  form  a 
precedent. 

Mr.  GORDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
rates  of  interest  agreed  to  by  the  Indian 
Government  on  the  termination  of  the 
contracts  of  the  East  Indian,  Eastern 
Bengal,  and  Scinde  Railway  Companies, 
during  the  past  twenty  years — namely, 
£4  6s.,  £3  17s.,  and  £3  16s.  6d.  per  cent. 
— represented  the  average  rate  of  interest 
received  by  persons  who  invested  in  the 
three  India  sterling  stocks  during  the 
two-year  period  relating  to  each  of  those 
three  contracts. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  As  I  have 
before  said,  the  purchase  of  the  East 
Indian  Railway  stands  on  quite  a  different 
footing  from  those  of  the  Eastern  Bengal 
and  Scinde  Railway  Companies,  and  was 
not  based  on  the  average  rate  of  interest 
received  by  investors.  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  how  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  calcu- 
lated the  rate  of  interest  for  the  annuities. 
t  of  the  other  two  purchases. 

Mr.  GORDON:  Will  the  noble  Lord 
make  inquiry  ? 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  According  to 
the  contract,  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  are  given  the  power  of  deciding 
what  the  rate  is.  I  think  it  would  be 
most  improper  for  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  interfere  with  their  discretion  in  any 
way. 
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STATE  -  AIDED    RAILWAYS  —  DETER- 
MINATION   OF    CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  GORDON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  India  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Indian  Government 
to  pay  due  respect  to  the  precedents  es- 
tablished during  the  past  twenty  years  in 
their  policy  regarding  the  determination 
of  any  future  railway  contracts ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  he  will  give  due  notice  of 
this  intention,  and  an  explanation  of  his 
policy  in  the  matter. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  to  act  on  all  occasions  of  this  kind 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  terms  pre- 
scribed in  the  contracts  wit  .  the  various 
Indian  railway  companies. 

NIGER    COAST    PROTECTORATE- 
SPIRIT    IMPORTS. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can  say 
what  was  the  amount  of  spirits  imported 
into  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate  during 
the  months  of  March,  April,  May,  and 
June  in  the  years  1898  and  1899  re- 
spectively ;  and  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  number  of  native  traders  in  Opobo 
and  Old  Calabar  have  paid  duties  on  their 
stocks  in  store,  under  the  proclamation 
of  17th  May,  and  the  amount  of  such 
duty. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLOMIE1S  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  regret  that  I  am  un- 
able to  say  what  was  the  amount  of  spirits 
imported  into  the  Niger  Coast  Protector- 
ate in  the  months  specified,  as  the  Returns 
received  give  only  the  total  imports  for 
each  year,  and  no  information  has  been 
received  as  to  the  duties  paid  on  stocks 
by  native  traders  in  Opobo  and  Old 
Calabar. 

IMPERIAL  TELEGRAPHIC  COMMU- 
NICATION—DEPARTMENTAL com- 
mittee. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythc) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  would  state  to  the  House  the  compo- 
sition of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
the  system  of  Cable  Telegraphs  of  the 
Empire,  the  scope,  and  the  terms  of  its 
reference. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 


ton): The  terms  of  reference  are  "To 
inquire  into  the  present  system  of  tele- 
graphic communication  between  different 
parts  of  the  Empire,  and  to  consider  in 
what  respects  it  requires  to  be  supple- 
mented. To  investigate  the  relations 
between  private  cable  companies  and  the 
Imperial  and  Colonial  Governments  (in- 
cluding the  Government  of  India),  the 
amount  of  control  at  present  exercised  by 
these  Governments,  and  the  policy  which 
should  be  pursued  by  them  in  future, 
especially  when  new  concessions  an 
sought.  To  examine  existing  rates,  to 
report  how  far  they  are  fair  and  reason- 
able; and,  if  not,  how  any  reduction 
should  be  effected."  The  Committee  will 
consist  of  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  the 
Postmaster  General,  the  Secretary  to  ths 
Treasury,  the  Under  Secretaries  for  India 
and  the  Colonies,  and  two  members  from 
the  Intelligence  branches  of  the  Admiralty 
and  the  War  Office. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON:  Will  the 
Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  Papers  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Certainly. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON:  Will  the 
evidence  and  Report  be  printed  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  That  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.   SWIFT   MacNEILL:   Will  the 
hon.  Gentleman  undertake  to  supplement 
|  the    Committee    by    two  gentlemen  of 
|  common  sense  ? 

i 

'  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  AUTHORITIES 
!  —BYE-LAWS  IN  AGRICULTURAL 
|      DISTRICTS. 

!  Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  Basing- 
I  stoke) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
j  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
|  tion  if  he  can  state  how  many  school 
I  attendance  authorities  have  made  bye- 
\  laws  under  the  Elementary  Education 
,  Act  of  1899,  providing  for  the  exemption 
|  of  school  attendance  during  certain 
|  months  of  the  year  of  children  between 
;  the  ages  of  eleven  and  thirteen  who  are 
|  employed  in  agriculture. 

!  The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University):  There  are  thirty-six  such 
bye-laws  now  ready  for  sanction. 
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CONSULTATIVE  COMMITTEE  ON 
EDUCATION. 

Mr.    MATHER  (Lancashire,   Rossen- 
>  4M)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
'  tihft  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Association 
<&  Technical  Institutions  has  addressed  a 
f    letter    to  the  President  of  the   Board, 
i   .asking  him  to  receive  a  deputation  of  that 
body  to  submit  to  him  their  views  on  the 
•imposition  of  the    Consultative    Com- 
mittee appointed  by  him,  and  named  in 
the  Draft  Order  in  Council  now  lying 
upon  the  Table  of  this  House,  and  to  call 
•his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mittee as  constituted  is  wholly  academic 
and   includes  no    representative  of  the 
^scientific,     technical,     and     commercial 
industries    of    the    country,    in    which 
*the  practical  results  of   our  system   of 
national   education  have   to   be  tested; 
whether  this  omission    is    intended    to 
imply  that  the  Board  of  Education  will 
not  seek  from  the  Consultative  Committee 
.any  assistance  in  determining  and  im- 
proving, from  time  to  time,  the  character 
and  quality  of  the  whole  system  of  our 
national  education  ;  whether  it  is  the  in- 
itention  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  ex- 
clude all  questions  from  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  by  the  Board ; 
-and  whether,  if  this  be  the  case,  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  will  explain    to 
the  House  what  are  the  functions   and 
responsibilities  (if  any)  which  the  Con- 
sultative Committee  will  be  required  to 
perform. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
•affirmative,  and  to  the  second  and  third  i 
paragraphs  in  the  negative.  The  func- 
tions of  the  Consultative  Committee 
are  defined  in  the  fourth  Section  of  the 
Board  of  Education  Act,  1899 ;  they 
are:— (a)  to  frame  regulations  for  a 
register  of  teachers  and  (b)  to  advise  the 
Board  of  Education  on  any  matter  re- 
ierred  to  the  Committee  by  the  Board. 

Mr.  MATHER :  Will  Section  4  cover 
such  questions  as  the  improvement  of  our 
system  of  national  education  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Yes,  if  referred  to  the 
•Committee  by  the  Board. 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  MAPS. 
Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  be^    to 
;ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 


of  Council  on  Education  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  limited 
sales  of  maps  prepared  by  the  Geological 
Survey;  can  he  explain  how  it  is  that 
while  the  annual  cost  of  the  Survey  is 
upwards  of  XI  7,000,  the  receipts  from  the 
sale  of  the  maps  is  less  than  £1,000 ; 
whether  he  has  observed  that  tne  maps, 
being  published  on  the  one-inch  scale,  are 
too  small  for  many  purposes,  and  that  the 
six-inch  maps  can  only  be  obtained  on 
special  application,  and  coloured  by  hand 
at  a  high  price,  and  that  their  existence 
is  but  little  known  ;  whether  similar  maps 
of  other  countries  are  printed  in  colours, 
and  published  at  a  much  lower  price ;  and 
will  he  look  into  the  question  with  a  view 
to  making  them  more  widely  useful. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  A  Departmental  Com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  by  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  to  inquire  into 
various  matters  regarding  the  Geological 
Survey,  and  no  definite  answer  can  be 
given  to  the  questions  asked  until  the 
Committee  has  reported. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  AUDIT 
CASE. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Committee  of  CouncU  on  Educa- 
tion whether  he  is  aware  of  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  submitting  to  the  Queen's 
Bench  the  London  School  Board  audit 
case,  with  reference  to  the  alleged  illegal 
expenditure  by  the  Board  of  ratepayers' 
money  on  .secondary  education  ;  and  will 
he  take  steps  to  secure  that  the  case 
should  in  the  public  interest  be  submitted 
immediately. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
cause  which  prevents  the  London  School 
Board  audit  case  being  now  submitted  to 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division.  The  Board 
of  Education  is  not  a  party  to  the  record, 
and  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  case. 
I  do  not  know  what  step  it  is  possible  for 
the  Board  of  Education  to  take  to  expe- 
dite the  proceedings,  but  an  immediate 
decision  of  the  question  is  of  the  most 
urgent  importance  in  the  interests  of 
education,  both  to  the  school  boards  and 
the  Government  Department. 

RECENT  POSTAL  DELAYS. 
Sir  GEORGE  FARDELL  (Paddington, 
S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
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General,  whether  he  can  have  steps  taken 
to  remedy  the  inconvenience  experienced 
by  residents  in  Sheringham,  Norfolk, 
caused  by  the  alteration  in  the  postal 
arrangements,  the  effect  of  which  is  that 
letters  coming  by  the  night  mail  from 
London  and  elsewhere  are  not  delivered 
until  the  second  post  instead  of  in  the 
early  morning  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  effect  of  the 
recent  alterations  in  the  postal  arrange- 
ments at  Sheringham  will  be  to  accelerate 
the  first  delivery  of  letters  at  that  place, 
and  letters  posted  in  time  for  the  night 
mail  from  London  should  be  included  in 
that  delivery.  The  Postmaster  General 
regrets  that,  owing  to  mistakes  in  sorting 
and  to  the  recent  temporary  disarrange- 
ment of  the  postal  service  in  London, 
some  letters  for  Sheringham  which  should 
have  been  included  in  the  first  delivery 
have  not  been  delivered  until  the  second. 
Proper  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  errors 
in  sorting,  and  the  Postmaster  General 
hopes  that  the  Service  will  be  more 
regularly  performed  in  future. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N; :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us  any 
date  when  the  confusion  at  the  Post 
Office  will  be  ended  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  can  only  give  the 
assurance    which   the    Post   Office   have  j 
repeatedly  given  me,  to  the  effect  that ' 
the  confusion  is  over  already.  j 

Sir  GEORGE  FARDELL  also  asked  j 
a  supplementary  question,  which  was  in- 
audible. 

Mr.  HANBURY'S  reply  was  that  he 
had  no  information,  but  would  find  out. 


EXCESS   POSTAGE. 
Mr.      DUCKWORTH       (Lancashire, 
Middleton) :    I    beg   to   ask    the   Secre- 
tary  to    the   Treasury,   as    representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  if  he  is  aware  | 
that  quantities  of    letters  are  delivered  ■ 
without  the  ordinary  penny  stamp  being  | 
affixed,  on  which  twopence  is  charged  on  ! 
delivery,  and  that  one  London  postman  ; 
on  a  certain  day  collected  5s.  in  this  way  ; 
on  his  round  ;  and  can  he  say  if  the  per-  j 
centage  of  letters  so  charged  has  greatly  ! 
increased  since  the  change  was  made  from  ! 
the  old  red  stamp,  and,  if  so,  does  it  arise  : 
from    insufficient    gumming   or    inferior . 
quality  of    adhesive  material    used,  and  j 


can  he  state  the  number  of  unstamped 
letters  posted  in  a  year,  and  of  stamps- 
found  in  receptacles  in  which  letters  are 
posted,  how  much  the  postal  authori- 
ties gain  yearly  by  stamps  thus  found, 
how  much  from  letters  unstamped,  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisabflitj 
of  a  reduction  of  the  twopenny  fee  charged 
on  unstamped  letters. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  is  not  aware  how  many  letters 
are  charged  2d.  on  delivery  because  they 
do  not  bear  a  penny  stamp.  No  record* 
of  such  letters  are  kept,  and  it  cannot  be 
stated,  therefore,  whether  the  number  of 
charges  has  increased  or  diminished  since 
the  old  red  stamp  was  discontinued.  The 
value  of  stamps  found  loose  in  post  offices 
and  left  on  post  office  counters  by  the 
public  amounts  in  one  year  to  about 
£300.  The  quality  of  the  gum  used  is 
satisfactory,  and  the  Postmaster  General 
believes  that  postage  stamps,  which  are 
now  made  of  thinner  paper,  adhere  more 
firmly  than  formerly  to  the  covers  to 
which  they  are  affixed.  It  is  not  con- 
sidered desirable  to  reduce  the  twopenny 
fee  charged  on  unstamped  letters.  The 
expense  of  collecting  charges  for  deficient 
postage  is  considerable. 

INCOME  TAX  DEDUCTIONS. 
Mr.  HAZELL:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  reference 
to  deductions  for  income  tax,  whether  in 
the  past,  when  the  income  tax  has  been 
lowered,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  deduct 
the  tax  at  the  lower  rate  in  respect  of 
income  accruing  after  5th  April  upon  the 
class  of  securities  which  are  now  under 
similar  circumstances  charged  at  Is. 

Mr.  HANBURY :   The  answer  is  in 

the  affirmative. 

SEIZURES  OF  FOREtGN  PRISON-MADE 
GOODS. 


Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in  how  many 
instances  the  Prison-made  Goods  Act 
has  been  put  in  force,  and  what  has  been 
the  value  and  the  nature  of  the  goods- 
that  have  come  under  its  operation. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  There  have  been 
six  consignments  only  since  the  passing 
of  the  Act  60  and  61  Vic,  chap.  63,  in 
which  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  were 
satisfied  that    goods   imported  into  the 
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"United  Kingdom  were  in  whole  or  in  ! 
part  of  prison  origin.  The  goods  were  in 
4aeh  case  mats  which  the  Commissioners 
"Wore  satisfied  had  been,  at  least,  partially 
manufactured  in  Belgium  by  convict 
labour.  The  six  consignments  consisted 
of  126  bundles  of  the  declared  value  of 
XI 83.  The  whole  of  the  mats  were 
•eized  and  subsequently  destroyed  by 
Are. 

DISTRICT  MESSENGERS  COMPANY. 
Colonel  MIL  WARD  (Stratford-upon- 
Avon)  :  May  I  ask  whether  it  is  true 
that  the  licence  of  the  District  Messengers 
Company  is  not  to  be  renewed. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  know  nothing 
officially  on  the  subject.  About  three 
jrears  ago,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  I 
reduced  the  royalty  in  connection  with 
this  company  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging it. 

WATER  FOR  CATTLE  ON  RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick  Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  during  the  continuance  of  this 
exceptionally  hot  weather  special  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  by  the  railway 
companies  in  the  three  kingdoms  to  enable 
live  stock  to  obtain  water  upon  journeys 
of  any  distance  or  delays  exceeding  six 
hours. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Hoard  of  Agriculture  informs  me  that  the 
Water  Supply  on  Railways  Order  of 
1895  requires  that  water  shall  be  pro- 
vided at  about  1,100  railway  stations  in 
Great  Britain  for  the  use  of  animals 
carried  by  rail.  He  has  received  no  com- 
plaint as  to  the  inadequacy  of  these  ar- 
rangements, which  he  believes  to  be  fully 
sufficient  to  meet  the  object  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  in  view. 

THIRD-CLASS    SEASON    TICKETS. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (Middlesex,  Hornsey ) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  rail- 
way companies  running  into  London, 
though  issuing  season  tickets  to  first  and 
second  class  passengers,  refuse  to  issue 
season  tickets  to  third-class  passengers, 


and  that,  in  consequence,  third-class  are 
compelled  to  pay  in  most  cases  more  than 
first-class,  and  in  all  cases  more  than 
second-class  passengers.  Can  he  explain 
why  first,  second,  and  third  class  pas- 
sengers are  not  treated  alike  with  regard 
to  season  tickets,  and  required  to  pay  an 
equal  proportionate  charge  for  them  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  position 
of  the  railway  companies  towards  the 
poorer  classes  of  suburban  travellers,  and 
take  steps  to  secure  for  them  conditions 
for  season  tickets  similar  to  those  ac- 
corded to  first  and  second  class  passengers. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  issue  of  season 
tickets  by  railway  companies  is  a  volun- 
tary act  on  their  part.  They  are  not 
under  legal  obligation  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind,  and  it  follows  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  not  in  a  position  to  intervene. 
If,  however,  the  hon.  Member  is  prepared 
and  desires  to  give  me  a  specific  case,  or 
cases,  of  hardship,  the  Board  will  be 
happy  to  use  their  good  offices  to  obtain  a 
fair  consideration  of  the  matter. 

CONVICT  WARDERS  AND  THE  RE- 
SERVE —  PORTLAND  ESTABLISH- 
MENT. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the-  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
how  many  Reservists  have  been  taken 
from  *the  prison  warders  and  civil  guards 
in  Her  Majesty's  convict  prisons,  and  to 
what  extent  have  their  places  been  filled 
up ;  will  he  explain  why  at  the  present 
time  only  six  warders  are  now  employed 
at  the  West  Quarries  of  the  Portland 
convict  establishment  to  supervise  170 
convicts,  whereas  the  recognised  propor- 
tion is  one  warder  for  every  ten  convicts  ; 
and  whether  the  absence  of  a  larger  staff 
has  tended  to  produce  insubordination ; 
and  how  many  cases  at  Portland  of 
flogging  for  prison  offences  have  there 
been  during  the  last  six  months. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
Fifty-three  Reservists  have  been  taken 
from  the  prison  warders  and  convict 
guards  in "  convict  prisons.  Their  places 
have  been  filled  with  one  exception.  The 
number  of  convicts  employed  in  the  We3t 
Quarries  is  on  the  average  204,  and  the 
number  of  officers  employed  to  supervise 
them  is  seventeen.  This  is  one  to  twelve. 
The  proportion  of  one  warder  to  every 
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ten  convicts  includes  officers  sick,  on 
leave,  and  on  escort,  and  is  a  fixed  pro- 
portion of  staff'  to  cover  all  contingencies. 
The  percentage  of  staff  at  Portland  and 
other  convict  prisons  has,  in  fact,  been 
increased,  and  is  over  10  per  cent.  There 
is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestion  that 
the  absence  of  a  larger  staff  has  tended  to 
produce  insubordination.  The  number  of 
cases  of  corporal  punishment  at  Portland 
during  the  last  six  months  was  five. 

CONVICT    WARDERS'    PENSIONS. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  warders  at  the  four 
convict  prisons  petitioned  last  year  for  an 
increase  in  their  pensions,  and  what  reply, 
if  any,  has  been  sent  to  them. 


♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  I  may  refer   _ 
the  hon.  Member  to  an  answer  which  1 1  the 


been  detained  for  periods  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  three  years ;  that  this 
was  mainly  due  to  justice's  clerks  being 
ignorant  of  recent  legislation  which  re- 
moved difficulties  once  existing  whs 
regard  to  bail ;  and  that,  in  particular,  a 
man  was  brought  before  Mr.  Justice 
Wright  charged  with  perjury,  who  had 
been  ten  weeks  in  prison  awaiting  trial, 
and  the  jury  found  him  innocent ;  while 
in  two  other  charges  where  persons  were 
convicted  of  manslaughter  they  wen 
discharged  because  they  had  been  three 
months  in  prison  awaiting  trial;  and 
what  action  does  the  Government  propoie 
to  take  to  pre  vert  similar  occurrences  in 
future. 


gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rich- 
mond Division  of  Yorkshire  on  12th 
March  last,  to  the  effect  that  such 
petitions  have  been  received,  but  that  the 
question  of  pensions  is  primarily  one  for 
the  Treasury,  and  that  I  am  not  at  present 
prepared  to  propose  the  legislation  which 
would  be  necessary  in  order  to  cany  the 
prayer  of  petition  into  effect. 

SHEFFIELD  LAUNDRY  PROSECUtlON. 


The   ATTORNEY    GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert    Finlay,     Inverness   Burghs): 
My  attention  has  been    called   to  the 
remarks    of    Mr.     Justice    Wright  at 
Derbyshire      Assizes.       I    under 


stand  that  in  discharging  the  grand 
jury  the  learned  Judge  modified  these 
remarks  in  respect  of  two  or  three 
prisoners  who  had  been  offered  bail  before 
the  magistrates  and  had  refused  it 
There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  there 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  detention  before 
trial  which  might  have  been  prevented 
by  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the 
magistrates  to  grant  bail,  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  verify  all  the  details  stated 
Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  I  beg  j  JPLth«  s.econd  paragraph  of  the  question, 
to  ask  the  Secretarv  of  State  for  the  Home  j  \h.e  Bail  Act  of  1898  was  passed  with  the 
Department  whether  the  Victoria  Laun-  j  °.bJect  °*  preventing  unnecessary  deten- 
dries,  Limited,  of  Howard  Street,  Shef- ;  tion,  and  the  Government  have  under 
field,  who  have  been  recently  prosecuted  j  consideration  the  propriety  of  taking 
*    n     *    *  '         *  • '      "    ■        '  steps  to  call  the  attention  of  justices' 

clerks  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 


and  fined  for  breaches  of  the  Factory 
Acts,  are,  as  they  assert,  contractors  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and,  if  so, 
to  what  Department. 


•Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  have 
ascertained  that  the  firm  in  question  have 
a  contract  with  the  War  Office  to  wash 
for  Sheffield  barracks. 

BAIL  REGULATIONS. 
Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Justice  Wright  in  charging  the  grand 
jury  at  the  Derbyshire  Assizes  on  the 
11th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  detention 
of  persons  awaiting  trial  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  it  appeared  from  the  calendar 
before  the  Court  that  accused  persons  had 


ROAD   CONSTRUCTION    IN    THE 
ISLAND  OF   LEWIS. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  On  behalf  of  the 
i  hon.  Member  for  Ross  and  Cromarty,  I 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
;  the  construction  of  the  road  between 
Cromore  and  Graver,  in  the  Park  District 
of  the  Island  of  Lewis,  is  now  being  pro- 
,  ceeded  with ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  state 
.  the  cause  of  the  delav. 


♦The    LORD    ADVOCATE    (Mr. 
Graham    Murray,    Buteshire):    I 


A 

am 
informed  by  the  Congested  District* 
Board  that  they  are  still  awaiting  the 
information  from  the  district  committee 
referred  to  in  the  answer  given  to  the 
hon.  Member  on  1st  Mav  last. 
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INVER   WATER   SUPPLY. 


Mr.  CALDWELL :  On  behalf  of  the 
ion.  Member  for  Ross  and  Cromarty  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  is  aware  that  the 
Iftiedical  officer  of  health  for  Ross  and 
Cromarty  reports  that  the  water  supply 
of  the  village  of  Inver,  in  the  parish  of 
Tain,  about  which  complaints  were  made 
last  year,  is  still  unsatisfactory  ;  and  will 
be  state  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  the 
matter. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  am 
informed  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  they  have  been  in  constant  com- 
munication during  last  year  with  East 
Boss  District  Committee  and  on  26th 
April  last  received  from  the  local  medical 
officer  an  assurance  that  the  local 
authority  had  agreed  to  protect  the  wells, 
cover  them  up,  and  put  pumps  in  them, 
and  that  the  works  were  to  be  proceeded 
with  immediately.  As  an  excuse  for 
delay  in  completing  these  measures  the 
local  authority  now  plead  the  ignorance 
and  prejudice  of  the  people,  who  are  said 
to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  present 
state  of  matters,  and  have  accordingly 
broken  a  pump  which  had  been  put  up 
by  a  private  benefactor.  I  am  to  add 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
lose  no  opportunity  of  pressing  the  local 
authority  to  do  their  duty  in  the 
matter. 


IRISH    POLICE    BATONS    AND 
HANDCUFFS. 


CRIME    IN    COUNTY    MONAGHAN. 

Mr.-  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  at  the  recent  assizes  in  the  county 
Monaghan,  the  judge  said  that  he  inter- 
viewed the  county  inspector  of  police, 
who  reported  the  county  to  be  in  a 
most  satisfactory  state  and  almost  free 
from  crime;  and  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  he  will  advise  the  removal 
of  the  operation  of  the  Peace  Preserva- 
tion Act  from  the  county  of  Monaghan. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  reply  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Govern- 
ment do  not  consider  it  desirable  to  re- 
voke the  proclamation  of  the  county 
Monaghan  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Peace  Preservation  Act. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  where  the 
batons  and  handcuffs  used  by  the  police 
in  Ireland  are  made,  and  what  is  the 
capital  cost  of  those  now  employed  by  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  and  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  batons, 
and  handcuffs  used  by  the  Irish  police- 
were  obtained  many  years  ago  from  a 
firm  in  Dublin ;  it  is  not  known  where- 
they  were  made.  The  estimated  cost  of 
these  articles  was  about  XI, 900. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :   Were  they  made- 
I  in  Germany  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  They  were 
obtained  in  Dublin,  many  years  ago. 

COUNTY    COURTS    (IRELAND)     BILL. 
Mr.   MAURICE  HEALY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  will  arrange, 

I  with  a  view  to  the  passing  next  year  of 
the  County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  to  pre- 

I  pare  and  circulate  a  draft  of  the  rules, 
orders,  and  forms  proposed  to  be  made- 

I  under  it,  including  the  scale  of  court  fees, 
proposed  to  be  charged  to  litigants. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot,, 
without  consulting  the  Lord  Chancellor 
I  for  Ireland,  undertake  to  act  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Member,  but  the; 
I  matter  will  be  considered. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  will  re- 
peat the  question. 

IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  REv 
TURNS. 

xMr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  will  grant 
a  Return  showing  the  population,  local. 
I  government  electorate,  and  poor  law 
valuation  of  each  county,  county  district 
(rural  and  urban),  and  electoral  division 
or  ward  in  each  such  district  in  Ireland,, 
and  of  the  number  of  county  and  district 
councillors  for  each  such  county,  county 
district,  electoral  division,  or  ward. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  There  is  no. 
I  objection,  in  principle,  to  a  Return  such 
I  as  indicated,  but  it  would  take  consider- 
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.able  time  and  lal)our  to  prepare,  and  I  Lieutenant  of 
-could  not  in  any  case  be  ready  before  j  arrange  for  an 
•October.  Under  all  the  circumstances  I 
•think  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the 
preparation  of  the  Return  until  after  the 
approaching  census,  as  the  population 
and  valuation  of  the  altered  areas  can 

of  accuracy 


vthen  bo  stated  with  a  degree 

which  could  not  be  shown  if  the  Return 

were  prepared  now. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  Would  not 
ithat  involve  postponement  for  another 
year  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
^Gentleman  will  communicate  with  the 
.Local  Government  Board,  I  think  it 
would  serve  his  purpose  much  better. 

IRISH  TEACHERS  AND  RESULTS  FEES. 
Mr.  M'DERMOTT  (Kilkenny,  N.) :  I 
•beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
.the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
\will   explain     why     the    Commissioners 

•  of  National  Education  in  Ireland  will 
mot  pay  the  equivalent  for  results 
ifees  now  due  to  teachers  in  whose 
schools  the  results  period  terminated  on 
30th  June,  such  as  the  presentation 
•convent  school  in  Kilkenny  and  the 
Castlecomer  Convent  School,  sooner  than 
.the  middle  of  next  October,  whereas  the 
.teachers  of  schools  in  which  the  results 
] period  terminated  on  31st  May  are  to  be 
,paid  these  equivalents  in  the  middle  of 
;this  month.  And  can  he  state  when  will 
.the  old  arrears  of  the  Education  Grant, 
.  due  to  Irish  National  school  teachers  for 

1892   and  subsequent  years,  be   paid  to 
.them. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Schools  ex- 
amined for  results  in  former  years  in  the 
June  quarter  will  be  paid  the  equivalent 
grant,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  June 

•  quarterly  payments,  and  schools,  including 
.the    two    specially    referred    to    in   the 

•  question,  whose  results  examinations  took 
place  in  the  September  quarter  will  be 
paid  the  grant  with  the  salary  payments 
for  that  quarter.  A  Supplementary 
Estimate  for  the  payments  mentioned  in 
the  second  paragraph  has  already  been 
introduced,  but  the  payments  cannot  be 
made  until  the  Vote  has  been  passed. 


Ireland  whether  he  wfll 
annual  Return  of  the 
number  of  new  public-house  licences 
granted  and  extinguished  in  each  quarter 
sessions  division  in  Ireland,  showing  in 
each  case  whether  the  new  licence  wu 
granted  in  substitution  for  an 
licence. 


I 


PUBLIC       HOUSE      LICENCES 
IRELAND. 


IN 


Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :   I  beg    to 
.ask  the    Chief    Secretary    to  the  Lord 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  mating 
inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  will  ask  the 
hon  Member  to  repeat  the  question  oa 
Thursday  next. 

ROYAL    IRISH    CONSTABULARY- 
HOUSE  RENT  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  heisiware 
that  the  allowance  made  for  house  rent 
to  all  married  members  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  below  the  rank  of  district 
inspector  is  only  Is.  per  week;  and  can 
he  state  what  allowance  is  made  for  the 
same  purpose  to  district  and  county 
inspectors,  and  at  what  date  the  amount 
in  question  was  first  fixed,  and  on  w^at 
principle  it  was  arrived  at. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  fact  is  as 
stated  in  the  first  paragraph ;  but  married 
members  of  the  force  below  the  rank  of 
district  inspector  are  also  exempt  from  a 
statutory  deduction  of  Is.  per  week  from 
their  pay,  which  exemption  practically 
raises  the  lodging  allowance  to  £5  4s.  per 
annum.  A  lodging  allowance  at  the  rate 
of  £21  5s.  lOd.  per  annum  was  fixed  in 
1870  in  the  case  of  a  district  inspector  of 
the  third  class.  The  allowances  payabl* 
to  district  inspectors  of  the  second"  and 
first  class  vary,  according  to  the  length  of 
service,  from  £27  10s.  to  £40,  and  a 
county  inspector  receives  an  allowance  of 
£50.  These  allowances  were  fixed  in 
1882.  The  allowances  to  officers  and  men 
were  fixed  on  a  consideration  of  the  class 
of  house  or  lodging  accommodation 
which,  having  regard  to  their  rank  in  the 
force,  they  would  be  expected  to  occupy. 

KILTEEVAN  DRUM  AND  FIFE  BAND. 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  Sunday,  6th  May,  when 
the  Kilteevan  (county  Roscommon)  fife 
and  drum  band  was  returning  from  Ros- 
common to  Kilteevan  the  members  were 
accosted  by  District  Inspector  Rogers  in 
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Molting  language,  and  that  he  further 
sated  that  if  he  had  sufficient  force  he 
foold  disperse  them,  while,  upon  that  and 
ha  following  Sunday,  Sergeant  Higgins 
Iterfered  to  prevent  the  leader  or  the 
and  addressing  his  comrades ;  and  can  he 
fcute  by  what  authority  these  officials 
eted  in  such  a  manner. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  lam  informed 
here  is  no  foundation  for  the  statements 
a  the  question  so  far  as  the  district 
nspector  is  concerned.  It  is  true  that 
he  sergeant  prevented  one  of  the  leaders 
rf  the  band  from  addressing  a  meeting. 
Cbo  band,  accompanied  by  a  largo  crowd, 
iad  been  demonstrating  at  certain  grazing 
farms  in  the  locality  with  the  evident 
object  of  intimidating  the  persons  who 
hold  these  farms.  The  sergeant  had 
warned  the  ringleaders  that  their  conduct 
was  illegal. 

SUTTON  TO  HOWTH  TRAMWAY. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  Great  Northern  (Ireland)  Company 
dispute  that  the  construction  of  their 
tramway  from  Sutton  to  Howth  is  illegal ; 
ind,  if  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
Act,  will  he  state  whether  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  ever  previously  sanctioned  a 
line  made  contrary  to  statutory  provi- 
iions ;  and,  if  so,  where. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
I  understand  that  the  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
As  to  the  second  paragraph  the  Board 
have  no  powers  either  to  sanction 
or  not  to  sanction  the  line.  They 
cannot  determine  the  legal  questions  at 
issue,  they  are  merely  prepared  to  certify 
the  line  as  fit  for  traffic  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  company  will  at  an 
early  date  apply  for  such  further  Parlia- 
mentary powers  as  may  be  found  to  be 
necessary. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Will  the  right 
hon.  G3ntleman,s  inspector  ascertain  by 
reference  to  the  Act  the  condition  of  the 
line,  and  whether  the  line  is  now  in  a 
legal  state  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  It  is  no  part  of  our 
duty,  nor  have  we  inspectors  qualified  to 
determine  the  law  on  matters  of  that  kind. 
All  that  the  Board  of  Trade  have  to  do  is 
to  certify  that  the  line  is  fit  to  be  opened 
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for  public  traffic.     We  have  to  look  after 
matters  of  safety  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  part  of 

the  function  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  where 

I  the  Act  of  Parliament  states  that  the  line 

I  shall  be  laid  on  a  level  with  the  road,  and 

,  when  it  is  laid  one  foot  and  a  half  above 

that  level,  to  state  whether  the  line  is 

legal  or  illegal  ? 

I  Mr.  RITCHIE :  No  ;  our  functions  are 
I  confined  to  questions  of  safety. 

j      Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Then  I  will  ask 

,  the    Attorney  General   whether  he  will 

j  consider  whether  an  indictment  should 

not  be  presented  in  regard  to  this  line. 

|  *Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  If  th* 
j  hon.  Member  wishes  to  put  a  question  ot 
i  that  kind  ho  must  give  notice. 

!  SLIGO  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
!  RAILWAY— MIXED  TRAINS. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 

the  President    of    the   Board   of  Trade 

whether  he  is  aware  that  all  trains  run  on 

the  Sligo  and  Northern  Counties  Railway 

are  not  made  up  of  passenger  carriages, 

but  mainly  of  heavily  laden  goods  wagons ; 

that  on  some  parts  of  the  line  the  engines 

are  unable  to  do  the  haulage  except  at  a 

slow  pace  ;  and  that,  at  all  the  stations 

except   two,   passengers   are   detained  at 

|  the  risk  of  accidents  and  to  their  inconvo- 

,  nience  while  the  shunting  is  being  carriei 

'  on,  and  about  which  the  travelling  public 

!  complain ;  and  seeing  that,  owing  to  this 

j  practice,  it  takes  about  three  hours  at  the 

present  rate  of  sixteen  miles  an  hour  to 

,  run  from   Sligo  to  Enniskillen  and  vice 

1  versa,    whether  steps    will   be   taken   to 

improve  the  present  system  of  working 

this  line. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  No,  Sir ;  but  I  shall 
b3  happy  to  communicate  with  the  rail- 
way company  and  direct  iheir  attention 
to  the  allegation  made  in  the  hon. 
Member's  question. 

TRUCK    ACT    PROSECUTION    AT 
DUNGLOE    SESSIONS. 

Mu.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.) : 
,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
i  aware  that  Mr.  Patrick  O'Donnell,  of 
■  Doochary,  county  Donegal,  was  recently 
;  fined  £5  and  £2  costs  at  Dungloe  Petty 
i  Sessions  for  a  breach  of  the  Truck  Act ; 

and  that  the   Queen's  Bench  has   since 

2  I 


883 


Questions* 


{COMMONS} 


Qiwstim*. 


ruled  on  appeal,  in  another  ease  heard 
from  the  same  petty  sessions,  that  the 
Truck  Act  does  not  apply  to  such  persons 
as  those  supplied  with  goods  by  the 
defendant ;  and  whether  the  Government 
will  order  the  amount  of  fine  and  costs  to 
be  remitted  to  Mr,  O'Donnell. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 

IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N,) :  My  right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me 
to  reply  to  this  question.  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  proper  course  to  adopt  in  all  such 
cases  is  for  the  person  concerned  to 
petition  the  Lord  Lieutenant  praying  for 
a  remission  of  the  fine  and  a  return  of  the 
costs.  Any  such  petition,  if  forwarded 
by  Mr.  O'Donnell,  will  be  considered, 

UNSUCCESSFUL      APPLICATION 
AGAINST  THE  DONEGAL  JUSTICES, 

Mr,  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief   Secretary  to   the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  any  and  what 
eply  has  been  given  to  the  application 
on  behalf  of  Major  Johnson  and  the  other 
Donegal  Justices  to  be  allowed  their  ex- 
penses  in   reference   to   the    recent    un- 
successful  application   to    attach    them ; 
whether  he  is  aware   that   Chief  Baron 
Falles,   in  refusing  to  mike  the    condi- 
tional order  absolute,  stated  he  regretted 
he  had  no  power  to  award  costs  to  the 
justices,  and  that  he  was  shocked  at  the 
action  of  Mr.  Maekey,  the  Crown  solicitor, 
who,   in   order  to   obtain   a   conditional 
order  for  attachment  against  the  justices, 
ippressed  the  fact  that  the  mandamus 
had  been   complied  with,  and  pretended 
that  no  east*  had  been  stated ;  is  he  aware 
that  the  justices  handed  him  the  case  at 
petty  sessions,  which  he  declined  to  take  ; 
and  they  then  sent  him  the  case  by  regis- 
tered letter,  which  he  refused  to  lodge ; 
that  he  detatched  a  portion  of  the  case 
thus  sent  him  and  affixed  it  to  another 
document  signed  by  a  minority  of  the 
justices,  and  lodged  the  joint  product  as 
if  it  were  a  genuine  case  stated  ;  that  the 
judge  of  the  Queen's  Bench  to  whom  the 
case  was  finally  sent  decided  that  the  case 
originally  refused  by  Mr*  Maekey  was  a 
good  case,  and  dismissed  the  attachment 
on  the  ground  t,h;it  the  mandamus  had 
been  complied   with  ;  and  that  the  court 
then  heard  the  appeal  on  the  case,  and 
upheld  the  decision  of  the  justices  ;  and 
whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
Crown  will  see  fit  to  recoup  to  the  justices 
the  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  success- 
fully  defending  themselves. 


Mr,  ATKINSON :  A  reply  hu  beet 
given  to  the  solicitor  s  letter  to  tbeelfca 
that,  as  all  the  costs  referred  to  wm  in- 
curred by  reason   of   the  fact  that  tbt 
justices  illegally  and  improperly  mmA 
I  to   state  a   case   for  the  opinion  of  tit 
Queen's  Bench  Division  when  required  m 
to   do,  the  Crown    must  refuse  to  pj 
|  them  the  costa,     I  believe  the  Chief  Bin* 
|  did  state  that   be    regretted  he  ha 
I  power  to  award  costs  to  the  jusi 
is  impossible  within  the   proper  limit*  %i 
an  answer  to  a  question,  to  give  aii  ep 
tome  of  the  facts  of  the  intricate  litigatou 
referred  to.      I   have  read  over  b 
times  the  authorised  shorthand  notes  ot 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  and  di 
find  that  it  contains  any  censure  on  Mr. 
Maekey  or  any  other  Crown  official, 
reference  is  made  in  this  judgment 
the   other  statements    contained   ui  \h* 
question,  but  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  i 
ascertain,   most     of     them    are    w 
foundation,  and  others  miareprt 
actual  facts.     I  have  been  informed!  horn* 
ever,  that  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  speabn; 
in  igporance  necessarily  of   the  uitinu:; 
course    contemplated    by  the  E%ec 
should  they  have  been  successful  in  the 
litigation  then  at   hearing,    found  some 
fault  with  the  mode  in  which  the  ease  had 
been  conducted   by   the   o 
withstanding  the  observations  of  the  1 
Chief  Baron,  1  am  quite  prepared,  sh 
the  occasion  offer,  to  justify  in  this  1. 
the  action  of  the  Crown  in  every  pin 
lar.     The  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  u 
in  the  negative. 

CORK  ASSIZES  ^SELECTION  OF 
JURYMEN. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg 
ask  Mr,  Attorney  General  for  Ircli 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
the  proceedings  at  the  Cork  .\ 
the  18th  instant*  in  connection  with  f 
trial  of  a  man  named  Cadogan,  ch&rg 
with  the  murder  of  a  land  agent  nan 
Bird  :  whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the 
long  jury  panel  being  called  over,  <mer 
sixty  jurors  were  ordered  by  the  Crown 
to  stand  aside ;  was  this  system  of  jmy 
selection  adopted  with  the  sanctii 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  ;  and,  if  so, 
what  were  the  reasons  ;  and  can  he  state 
whether  there  is  any  precedent  at  i 
criminal  assize  for  ordering  such  a  nam 
ber  of  citizens  qualified  to  act  as  jurors! 
stand  aside, 

Mr.  ATKINSON  ;  The  mawm 
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ave.     No    directions  other  than 

i  contained  in  the  Circular  of  12th 

Hdjruary,  1894,  addressed  to  Grown 
WUeitors,  were  given.  The  action  of  the 
Blown  Solicitor  in  the  present  case  was 
9ii0  to  the  fact  that  he  was  aware  that 
dfarta  had  been  extensively  and  con- 
fcftonously  made  to  influence  the  jurors  in 
favour  of  the  accused,  and  he  reasonably 
believed  that  the  men  set  aside  would 
DOffefc  if  sworn,  have  given  an  impartial 
Wrdict.  It  is  impossible  at  such  short 
BOtiee  to  obtain  particulars  of  the  many 
instances  in  which  as  many  or  even  a 
larger  number  of  jurors  were  set  aside. 
I  may,  however,  mention  the  case  of  the 
Queen  v.  Morey,  tried  at  the  Cork  Winter 
Aauzes  of  1893,  when  forty-one  out  of  a 
panel  of  seventy-four  jurors  were  ordered 
to  stand  aside. 

Captain  DONELAN:  What  reward 
will  the  Law  Officors  of  the  Crown  re- 
ceive for  a  service  of  this  kind  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

DRIFT-NET  FISHING  AT  ARKLOW. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Ire- 
land if  the  Board  have  received  from  the 
fishermen  of  Arklow  a  petition  praying 
for  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  upon 
drift-net  fishing  between  sunrise  and  sun- 
set ;  and,  if  go,  whether  the  Board  have 
come  to  any  decision  on  the  matter. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
fOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
County,  S.) :  The  petition  referred  to  has 
been  received.  No  decision  can  be  come 
to  in  the  matter  by  the  Department  until 
an  inquiry  shall  have  been  held  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  a  bye-law  permitting  the 
use  of  drift-nets  between  sunrise  and  sun- 
set. This  inquiry  will  be  held  as  soon  as 
Me. 


PROTECTION  OF  IRISH  FISHERIES. 
Mr,  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  whether 
the   Admiralty  have  placed  at  the  dis-j 

Cil  of  the  new  Department  any  glin- 
ts to  prevent  steam  trawlers  fishing 
within  the  proscribed  timits. 

MR.  PLUNKETT :  As  I  have  already 
stated,  the  cost  oi  protecting  the  Irish 


fisheries  from  the  depredations  of  trawlers 
must  be  defrayed  out  of  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Department  for  fishery 
purposes.  The  Admiralty  have  decided 
not  to  undertake  this  work. 

Mr.  POWER :  Have  not  three  gun- 
boats been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Board  in  Scotland  for  the  protection  of 
the  country's  fisheries  1 

LIGHTHOUSE    AUTHORITY    AT 
CAHIRCIVEEN. 

Captain  DONELAN:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Kerry,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  whether 
he  can  state  who  is  the  lighthouse  or  local 
authority  in  the  Cahirciveen  and  Valentia 
districts,  county  Kerry,  and  whether,  in 
the  event  of  the  Kerry  County  Council, 
who  have  already  made  a  representation 

I  on  this  matter,  being  the  local  authority, 

J  the  Congested  Districts  Board  will  accede 
to  their  request,  which  is  supported  by 

I  the  local  fishermen,  by  erecting  a  bell 
buoy  and  perch  as  already  requested  in 
the  Cahirciveen  and  Valentia  districts,  so 
as  to  save  the  lives  and  property  of  men 

[  engaged  in  the  fishery  industry. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT:  I  am  informed 
there  is  no  regularly  constituted  harbour 
authority  at  the  places  mentioned,  but 
that  the  Irish  Lights  Board  recognise  the 
County  Council  of  Kerry  in  the  matter 
of  local  lights.  The  question  whether  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  may  make  a 
contribution  to  the  Kerry  County  Council 
in  respect  of  the  works  referred  to  at 
Valentia  and  Cahirciveen  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  board  at  their  next  meeting. 

EQUALISATION  OF  DUBLIN  RATES. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  steps  to  give  effect  to  the 
unanimous  Report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Lords  and  Commons  on  the 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  recommending 
I  the  Government  to  bring  in  a  Public  Bill 
for  the  Equalisation  of  Rates  in  the 
Dublin  districts  analogous  to  that  passed 
for  London,  and  also  enabling  a  joint  rate 
for  drainage  and  a  Joint  Drainage  Board 
to  be  established  for  Dublin  and  the 
townships  of  Bathmines  and  Pembroke. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Any  recom- 
mendation coming  from  so  important  a 
body  deserves  and  will  have  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  GtovOTMaawt,  W\»%  ^i 
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the  public,  to  postpone  that  Vote  and 
take  some  other  business  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  lam  sonythat 
!  a  misadventure  has  occurred  about  die 
I  Blue-book.     These  incidents  make  it  Toy 
!  difficult  for  the  Leader  of  the  Home  to 
I  arrange  the  business  to  suit  the  cca- 
|  venience  of  the  members.      Under  the 
1  circumstances,  I  willgo  forward  with  BOb 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.    I  cannot 
say  when   the    Colonial   Vote   will  be 
taken,  but  I  will  give  the  earliest  notifi- 
cation to  the  House  that  is  in  my  power. 
The  Companies  Bill   will    be  taken  on 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
May  I  urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
fix  Monday  for  the  Colonial  Office  Vote, 
or,  at  all  events,  to  give  it  preference 
over  any  other  Vote  on  the  very  earliest 
day? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  anxiety  is 
to  bring  on  the  Vote  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  it  is  only  in  deference  to  appeal  made 
to  me  in  a  very  responsible  quarter  of  the 
House  that  I  feel  myself  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  postpone  the  Vote.  I  must  be 
allowed  to  consider  what  date  I  may  fix 
for  it,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  take  it  on 
Monday  if  it  is  convenient. 
i 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.} :  Could  not  the  Colonial  Vote  be 
taken  on  Thursday  or  Friday  f 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  that 
would  be  inconvenient,  as  those  days  have 
long  been  allocated. 

Mr.  CIIAXNIXG :  Will  Effective  Sup- 
ply be  put  down  each  night  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  but  no 
attempt  will  be  made  to  commence  it 
after  midnight. 


course,  it  would  be  premature  for  us  to 
announce  any  policy  on  the  subject  at 
present. 

ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  LOCAL 
TAXATION. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
can  state  when  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Local  Taxation  will  present  its  Report. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Commissioners  are  not  in  a 
position  yet  to  state  any  date.  | 

CONTEMPT  OF  COURT.  \ 

Mr.    SWIFT   MacNEILL:   I  beg  to 
ask    the   First    Lord    of    the    Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  so  far  back  as 
October,  1882,  legislation  for  the  curtail- ! 
ment  of  the  power  of  arbitrary  committal 
for  contempt  of  court  was  promised  in  ' 
the   House   of   Commons   by  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  day  ;  and  whether,  having  ! 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  Chief  Justice  ■ 
of  England  in  April,   189G,  and  to   the 
fact  that  one  man  has  actually  suffered 
imprisonment  for  743  days  for  that  offence, 
the   Government  will  take  steps  for  the  , 
introduction  of  legislation  to  define  the 
power  of  Judges  to  commit  for  contempt ; 
of  court,  and  to  render  that  power  subject 
to  appeal.  i 

i 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  return  any  very  satisfactory 
answer  to  this  question.  I  certainly 
could  not  give  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment without  a  much  fuller  opportunity 
of  consulting  my  colleagues,  and,  in  any 
case,  it  would  be  impossible  to  attempt 
any  legislation  on  the  subject  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANXEKMAX : 

Can  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  give 
any  information  as  to  the  course  of  busi- 
ness ?  There  is  a  Blue-book  relating  to 
the  Cape,  the  consideration  of  which  is 
absolutely  essential  to  the  discussion  of 
the  Colonial  Vote.  It  onlj'  came  into  the 
hands  of  such  Members  as  applied  at  the 
Vote  Office  this  afternoon,  although  it 
was  promised  it  should  reach  hon.  Mem- 
bers this  morning.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  this  is : 
rather  short  time  to  consider  it  in  pre- 
paration for  to  morrow's  discussion.  I , 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he 
cui  with  convenience  to  the  House  a,\\& v 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES    ACT   (1891> 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  dis- 
charged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

LIQUOR    TRAFFIC    LOCAL    VETO 
(SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Order  for  resuming  adjourned  debate 
on  Amendment  to  Second  Reading  [2nd 
May]  upon  Wednesday,  25th  July,  read, 
\m&  d\sfch&Ygpd  \  Bill  withdrawn. 
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COUNTY  COURTS  (IRELAND)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Bead  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
XBiU  310.]  y  * 

NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
James    Archibald    Morrison,   Esquire, 
for  the  County  of  Wiltshire  (Southern  or 
Wilton  Division). 


EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
On  the  introduction  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  explain  what  this 
Bill  is  f  Judging  from  the  precedent  of 
former  years,  I  expect  it  will  be  found  to 
include  an  atrocious  Act  with  reference  to 
Ireland — an  Act  passed  in  1881,  and 
called  the  Peace  Preservation  Bill.  Is  it 
included  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House  a 
list  of  the  Bills  included  in  it,  instead  of 
dealing  with  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  cavalier  manner  of  simply  raising  his 
hat  ?  I  believe  there  are  something  like 
thirty-four  Acts  included.  I  should  like 
to  give  the  House  some  information  as  to 
this  Act,  which  was  only  to  last  five  years, 
and  ever  since  1886  has  been  renewed 
year  by  year.  It  has  now  come  to  be  a 
formal  proceeding 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that  the  practice  has  been 
not  to  discuss  any  particular  Bill  on  the 
Second  Reading,  still  less  on  the  leave  to 
introduce.  The  proper  time  to  discuss  a 
particular  Act  is  in  Committee,  when  the 
schedule  is  reached. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  entering  my  protest 
against  this  method  of  keeping  expiring 
Acts,  and  especially  this  atrocious  Act,  in 
force. 

Bill  to  continue  various  expiring  Laws, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hanbury 
and  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

"  To  continue  various  expiring  Laws," 

presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 


time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow, 
and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  311.] 

MILITARY  LANDS  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The     UNDER     SECRETARY     op 
STATE   for    WAR    (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :    It   may  be  convenient  that  I 
|  should  premise  our  consideration  of  the 
|  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  by  a  short 
:  explanation.    The  Bill  comes  down  from 
i  another  place,   and  since  the  House  of 
|  Commons  reserves  to  itself  the  exclusive 
j  right  of  initiating  any  proposals  which 
\  may  throw  a  charge  even  on  local  rate- 
1  payers,   I   need  not  deal  with  a  great 
portion,  at  any  rate,  of  the  first  three 
sections  of  the  Bill  until  the  Committee 
|  stage  is  reached.     The  object  of  the  Bill 
i  is  to  amend    the  Military  Lands  Act  of 
!  1892.     That  Act,  I  should  like  the  House 
1  to  bear  in  mind,  was  a  consolidating  Act 
:  and  nothing  more.     It  was  introduced  as 
|  such   by  the  late    Mr.   Stanhope,   then 
|  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  welcomed 
|  as  such  by  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre.     Govern- 
I  meats  are  too  often  pressed  to  introduce 
!  Acts  to  consolidate   legislation   of  this 
!  kind,  and  when  they  do  so  they  some 
!  times   incur    a    certain  risk,   either  for 
1  themselves  or  for  their  successors.     The 
j  date  of  the  Act  is  often  mistaken  for  the 
date  of  the  policy  embodied  in  the  Act, 
I  and  when  defects  are  revealed  in  the  Act 
:  we  are  told  that  the  policy  is  compara- 
I  tively  novel  and  experimental,  and  that 
[  any  extension  is  to  be  deprecated  pend- 
i  ing  longer  experience.      I   cannot    too 
,  strongly  insist  that  the  Act  of  1892  was 
!  a  consolidation  Act  which  simply  codified 
!  previous    attempts    to    achieve    certain 
,  objects  by  certain  methods.       The  object 
j  of  previous  legislation  was  to  facilitate 
i  the  acquisition  by  Volunteer    corps    of 
sites  for    rifle    ranges,   and   these   Acts 
1  authorised   co-operation    between     local 
!  bodies    and    Volunteer    corps    for    the 
1  purpose    of    financing    the    transaction. 
«  They  also  authorised  the   Secretary  of 
!  State  to  draw  up  bye-laws  to  ensure  that 
i  shooting  was  carried  on  with  safety.    The 
Volunteer  Act    of    1863,   for    example, 
specifically  laid  down  that  corporations  of 
various  descriptions  might  transfer  land 
to  Volunteer  corps  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  authorised  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  make  bye-laws.     It  is  true 
that  that  Act  only  dealt  with  the  acquisi- 
tion of  sites  for  rifle  ranges,  and  limited 
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the  area  to  be  acquired  to  four  acres  ;  but 
these  limitations  disappeared  in  subse- 
quent enactments.  The  whole  matter,  as 
far  as  the  principle  is  concerned,  is  in  a 
nutshell.  By  the  Regulation  of  the 
Forces  Act,  1871,  the  power  given  by  the 
Act  of  1863  was  extended  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  land  for  drill-sheds  and  any 
military  purpose  sanctioned  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1863  were  extended  to  the  Yeo- 
manry and  the  Militia,  I  need  not,  how* 
ever,  trouble  the  House  with  the  Militia, 
as  that  force  dropped  out  of  all  this  legis- 
lation under  the  Militia  Act,  1882.  The 
House  is  aware  that  larger  powers  have 
constantly  accrued  by  a  scries 
of  Acts  to  popularly  elected  local 
bodies  as  they  advanced  in  import- 
ance, and  as  ,  they  advanced  also 
towards  their  present  democratic  basis. 
The  whole  of  this  aeries  of  Acts  giving 
additional  powers  to  popularly  elected 
local  bodies  as  they  advanced  in  import- 
ance was  accompanied  by  another  series 
of  Acts  authorising  local  bodies  to  use 
these  new  powers  for  the  very  same 
objects  and  by  the  very  same  methods 
which  wen-  sanctioned  by  the  Act  of 
1863.  That  is  to  say,  they  might  use 
their  new  powers  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  acquisition  of  land  for  Volunteer  rifle 
ranges,  drill-sheds,  and  other  purposes. 
All  this  legislation  was  consolidated  in 
the  Act  of  1892.  In  the  course  of  the 
eight  years  during  which  that  Act  has 
been  in  operation,  one  can  hardly  be  sur- 
prised to  find,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
that  certain  defects  have  been  revealed 
and  certain  extensions  have  been  sug- 
gested, and  unless  we  now  remedy  those 
defects  and  grant  those  extensions,  we 
shall  defeat  the  purpose  and  impair  the 
usefulness  of  the  Act  of  1892,  or  rather 
of  the  previous  Acts  embodied  in  that 
statute.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Govern  ■ 
raent,  never  was  it  more  important  than 
now  to  grant  facilities  for  rifle  practice  for 
Volunteers.  If  we  postpone  this  legisla- 
tion, or  if  we  fail  to  pass  it,  we  shall  be 
taking  a  very  great  responsibility  on  our- 
selves, and  we  shall  also,  I  think,  be  show- 
ing great  mistrust  in  the  use  to  which 
popularly-elected  bodies  may  put  the 
fuller  powers  they  now  enjoy,  I  have 
indicated,  and  I  think  I  can  prove,  that 
the  objects  and  methods  of  this  Bill  are  in 
respect  to  nine- tenths  of  it  precisely  the 
objects  and  methods  sanctioned  by  pre* 
vioua  legislation,    and    as    regards    the 

Mr*  WyndluML 


remaining  tenth  I  might  alraoil  m 
provisions  are   obvious.     Of  ouurse,  I 
willing  to  concede  that  it  U  not  &mA 
to   show   in    this    Howie   that  a  jwucif 
is  an  old  one.     It  is  also  necessary,  wbea 
we  are  asking  for  further  powen,  to  i!m 
that  it  is  a  good  one,  because  there  art 
precedents  for  reversing  a  policy  instead 
of  confirming  or  extending  it.     I  ask, 
or  is  it  not  a  good  case  to  say  that  loal 
bodies  shall  co-operate  financially  in  vrbr 
to  assist  the  Volunteer  force  1     I  think  it 
is  not  difficult  to  prove  that  it  vl    It  m 
sometimes  urged — I  believe  it  wai  urged 
by      the      hon.      Member      for     Mid 
Lanark      in      1897—  that     the     whole 
force  of  anything  and  everything  wbka 
tends  towards  the  additional  efficiency  of 
the  Volunteers  ought  to    home  by  lW 
national   taxpayer,  and   that  no  pan  of 
that  burden  ought  to  fall,  even  for  a  tit* 
or  with  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers*  on 
the  local  body,  or  on  the  funua  of  ibe 
corps.     That  is  a  very  sweeping  propc* 
sition,  and    if   we   entertain  it  we  shall 
destroy  the  legislation  of  the  last  thirty 
seven  years.     But  I  submit  it  ia  also  * 
very  unreasonable  proposition.     All  U» 
Acts  and  the  present  amending  Bill  ait 
based  on  two  principles,  which  I  think 
give  them  a  very  secure  and  sound  founda- 
tion. In  t  he  first  place  experience  has  shown 
that  the  local  bodies  and  the  Volunteer 
corps  by  joining  hands  can  secure  all  they 
want  in  these  matters  much  more  cheaply 
and  effectively  than  the  central  Govern- 
ment could  if  we  undertook  to  carry  ou; 
the  operations  for  them,     In  some  ciasi 
it   is   a   question    not    of    purchasing  a 
large   fee    simple    or    a   large    tract   d 
land,     but     of    purchasing    some 
ment  over  land,  and  in  a  case  of 
kind  the  local  body  can  approach  the 
pier  with  a  much  greater  chance  of 
than  could  some  officer  sent  down  from 
the  War  Office,  whose  mere  arrival  is  the 
signal  for  a  rise  in  ground  values  within 
a  measurable  area.     There  are  other  casea 
in   which   the    fee-simple   must   be  par- 
chased,  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  the 
local  body  practically  control  the  whole  of 
the  available  area.      In  some  town- 
cannot  purchase  the  site  for  a  drill-hall 
without   the   co-operation    of    the   town 
council.      On  these  grounds  of  princif 
convenience,  and  economy  I  claim  th 
the  experience  we  have  had  under 
past  Acts  amply  shows  that  much  belt 
residts  are  obtained  by  allowing  the  local 
body  to  lend  its  credit  under  the  Public 
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\  Loans  Act  The  Volunteer  corps 
merely  by  the  capitation  grant 
'  iMuch  it  earns,  compass  some  of  these 
bions,  but  it  can  very  well  enter 
»  a  bargain  with  the  local  body,  which 
j  really,  in  the  long  run,  impose  no 
Ipuiden  whatever  on  the  rates;  for  the 
"  body,  with  its  power  of  borrowing 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Commis- 
} can  effect  a  transaction  so  cheaply 
that  the  corps  out  of  its  capitation  grant 
is  often  able  to  pay  both  principal  and 
interest.  There  is  another  principle  on 
which  all  this  legislation  is  based.  I 
waive  altogether  the  fact  that  the  councils 
of  many  boroughs  have  come  forward  and 
yiade  offers  o?  the  most  advantageous 
character  to  the  Volunteer  corps.  But 
we  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  every  district 
in  this  country,  since  we  have  no  conscrip- 
tion weighing  upon  this  land,  to  take 
upon  itself  a  fair  share  of  the  burden  of 
national  defence.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  county  councils  are  now  being  carried 
away  by  a  mere  emotion  which  will 
evaporate,  and  that  they  are  embarking 
on  ventures  which,  when  viewed  in  a  cold 
fit,  will  no  longer  be  smiled  upon  by  their 
constituents.  I  put  all  that  on  one  side, 
and  I  say  that  the  second  principle  on 
which  this  Bill  is  based  is  one  which  has 
always  been  accepted — namely,  that 
persons  and  bodies  ought  to  pay  for  con- 
siderations received.  If  a  town  council, 
as  representative  of  a  town,  or  a  county 
council,  as  representative  of  a  county, 
benefits  bv  the  construction  of  a  range  in 
a  particular  locality,  then  it  is  only  fair 
they  should  contribute  some  portion 
of  the  cost.  I  do  not  disguise 
for  a  moment  that  the  taxpayer 
has  an  interest  in  the  provision  of  ranges 
and  drill-sheds  for  the  use  of  every 
efficient  Volunteer,  but  his  interest 
by  no  means  coincides  exactly  with  the 
interest  of  the  Volunteer  or  of  the  town 
council.  The  Government  in  this  matter 
is  the  trustee  for  the  national  taxpayer, 
and  before  providing  ranges  for  every 
Volunteer  force,  wherever  it  may  be 
raised,  it  is  bound  by  the  prior  claims  of 
the  Regulars  and  the  Militia,  in  the  provi- 
sion of  rifle  ranges.  Owing  to  the 
generosity  of  this  House  and  the  patriotic 
view  it  has  taken  of  its  duty,  large  sums 
of  public  money  have  been  authorised  for 
the  construction  of  ranges  for  the  War 
Department,  and  if  we  deduct  from  the 
sum  authorised  in  the  Military  Works 
Act,  1897,  the  amount  spent  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  land  on  Salisbury  Plain,  it 


will  be  found  that  £500,000  has  been 
allocated  for  the  construction  of  ranges. 
But  it  is  not  fair  to  deduct  altogether  the 
sum  expended  on  Salisbury  Plain, 
because  there  we  have  erected 
sixteen  rifle  ranges,  so  that  half 
a  million  of  money  has  been  spent 
or  allocated  for  the  provision  of  rifle 
ranges,  and  sixteen  additional  ranges 
have  been  constructed  on  Salisbury  Plain. 
Until  recent  times  this  Government  and 
its  predecessors  have  always  maintained 
that  it  was  not  possible  or  proper  for  the 
War  Department  to  directly  supply 
ranges  to  the  Volunteers.  We  made  a 
departure  from  that  in  the  Military 
Works  Act  of  1899,  under  which  £40,000 
was  specifically  taken  in  order  to  provide 
ranges  for  the  Volunteers,  and  I  may 
tell  the  House  that  it  is  within  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  provide  a  further 
sum  of  £130,000  for  the  provision  of  such 
ranges.  But  this  total  expenditure  of 
£170,000  will  not  enable  us  to  give  a 
range  to  every  Volunteer  corps  in  the 
country,  at  its  own  door  or  within 
measurable  distance,  and  if  it  is  to  be 
argued  in  this  House  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  national  taxpayer  to  give  every 
Volunteer  corps  a  range  within  a  short 
distance  of  its  own  locality,  the  burden 
placed  on  the  country  would  be  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  benefit  derived.  A 
great  part  of  the  benefit  would  be  derived 
by  individual  members  of  corps  and  by 
particular  towns,  and  if  the  Government 
is  to  supply  ranges,  not  only  adequate  in 
number,  but  also  in  the  most  convenient 
places,  why  then  the  corollary  of  that 
would  be  that  we  should  have  to 
consider  the  composition  of  the  Volun- 
teers, the  proportion  of  artillery  to 
infantry,  and  the  distribution  of  Volun- 
teers all  over  the  country.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  make  the  Volunteers  fit  the 
range  system,  instead  of  allowing  the 
Volunteers  as  now  to  co-operate  with  the 
local  body  in  order  to  arrange  a  system  to 
suit  their  own  convenience.  No  Govern- 
ment would  make  itself  responsible  for  a 
cut-and-dried  constitution  of  the  Volun- 
teer force.  They  give  us  the  very  best 
available  substitute  for  conscription.  Con- 
scription abroad  gives  a  certain  amount 
of  military  training  to  every  male  sub- 
ject who  is  mentally  and  physically  fit. 
Therefore  it  is  not  sound  policy  to  say, 
"  We  want  so  many  riflemen  and  so  many 
garrison  artillery,  and  no  more."  We  are 
bound,  if  in  a  certain  town  a  number  of 
artisans  come  forward  and  wish  to  form 
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an  artillery  battery,  almost  to  allow  the  land  may  be  used  for  the  imrpoie  for 
formation  of  that  battery ;  or,  again,  if  in  which  it  is  bestowed.  Unless  this  is 
a  certain  district  the  population  wished  ;  done  some  of  the  operations  which  hive 
to  form  a  rifle  battalion  the  Department  j  been  actually  entered  upon  are  defeated 
is  bound  to  allow  it.  But  if  the  argument  I  and  rendered  of  no  avail.      In  1897  the 


urged  by  some  is  to  be  accepted,  that  this 
having  once  been  done  it  becomes  the 
immediate  duty  of  the  Government,  in 
behalf  of  the  taxpayers,  to  put  a  rifle 
range  close  beside  that  battery  or  bat- 
talion, the  charge  put  on  the  taxpayers 
would  be  so  monstrous  that  no  one  would 
entertain  such  a  policy  for  a  moment. 
What  would  happen  ?  The  corps  is 
raised,  and  then  comes  the  demand  from 
the  local  body  that  the  corps  should  go 


town  council  of  Hanley  gave  a  site  fori 

Volunteer  drill  shed.      The  corps  begin 

to  build  a  drill  shed  on  the  site,  hat  it 

was  found  that  the  town  council  cooH 

not  under  the  legislation  as  it  now  standi 

transfer  to  the  corps  such  a  title  as  would 

enable  the  corps  to  use  the  borrowing 

I  powers  it  enjoys  in  order  to  erect  a  brild- 

I  ing.     There  was  an  absolute  impasse ;  the 

!  town  council  had   created   a  perpetual 

trust  on  behalf  of  the  corps,  which  brought 


into  camp  close  by  the  local  town.  I  none  of  the  benefits  to  the  corps  which 
Having  raised  the  corps  in  this  patriotic  !  they  intended  to  give,  and  the  corps  h 
manner  they  wish  to  see  their  friends  !  saddled  with  the  useless  burden  of 
exercise  quite  near  them,  and  to  take  ■'  a  site  for  a  drill  shed.  It  was  the 
some  part  of  the  indirect  emolu- 1  intention  of  the  consolidating  Act  of 
ments,  the  pleasure  parties,  and  the  '  1892  that  such  transactions  should  he 
trade  which  are  derived  from  a  ;  carried  through  successfully  to  an  object 
camp  and  accruing  to  the  benefit  of  the  ;  which  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of 
locality  which  has  raised  the  corps.  But  i  all.  That  is  why  we  introduce  the 
if  this  benefit  accrues  to  the  locality,  then  !  words   "or    may  contribute."      It  is  a 


I  say  it  docs  obtain  a  consideration,  and 
is  bound  to  contribute  a  certain  amount 
of  the  cost.  Keeping  in  view  the  ques- 
tion of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
the   policy    and    the    proposals    of    the 


phrase  well  known  to  the  law.  Itisiued 
in  cases  in  which  local  bodies  are  allowed 
to  assist  certain  institutions.  If  local 
bodies  are  allowed  by  the  law  to  assist 
local  corps  to  get  ranges  and  drill  j 


Bill  are  very  reasonable.  It  would  j  and  sheds,  then  it  is  only  reasonable  that 
not  suit  local  bodies  if  the  Government !  we  should  frame  the  Act  in  such  a  way 
were  to  say  that  every  corps  should  '■  as  to  secure  the  accomplishment  of  those 
have  a  range,  say,  within  fifty  miles,  and  \  objects.  I  intend  in  Committee  to 
that  they  must  take  their  chance  as  to  move  an  Amendment  at  the  end  of 
which  corps  was  to  have  use  of  it  in  turn.  .  line  5,  inserting  the  words  "at  the 
It  is  better  that  the  Government  on  request  and  for  the  benefit  of  a 
behalf  of  the  taxpayer,  the  local  corps,  I  Volunteer  corps."  I  do  not  think  that 
and  the  local  body  on  behalf  of  the  rate- j  they  are  quite  necessary,  but  as  it  stands 
payers  should  be   allowed,  as  they  have    the  section  may  be  misunderstood  by 


been  allowed  in  the  past,  to  come  to  an 
arrangement  which  is  for  the  benefit  of 
air  three.  That  was  the  object  of  pre- 
vious legislation,  and  that  is  the  object 
we  seek  to  attain  by  this  Bill.  It  will 
give  a  certain  amount  of  elasticity  which 
is  found  necessary  in  the  objects  contem- 
plated and  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  only  extension 
proposed  in  the  first  section  of  the  Bill 
is  to  authorise  local  popularly-elected 
bodies  to  give,  ami  purchase  land,  and  to 
use  the  public  credit  to  borrow  from 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  to 
purchase  land  for  thi:  benefit  of  the  Volun- 
teer force.  All  that  is  added  by  the  sec- 
tion is  that  having  done  this  they  may 
achieve  the  object 
also   lending  their 

Mr.  JFt/iulhnm. 


they  have  in  view  by 
credit  in    order  that 


hon.  Members.  They  may  think  that 
the  words  "  for  military  purposes  "  cover 
intentions  which  do  not  exist.  All  the 
previous  legislation  and  the  consolidating 
Act  of  1892  contemplate  such  assistance 
being  given  only  to  Volunteer  corps 
and  Yeomanry  corps.  Yeomanry  corps 
for  the  purpose  of  this  legislation 
come  in  as  they  ought  to  come  in 
as  Volunteer  corps,  all  the  more 
since  it  is  evident  that  the  Yeomanry  are 
becoming  largely  mounted  infantry,  and 
not  cavalry,  and  that  the  rifle  will  be 
their  arm.  and  not  the  lance.  In  passing 
the  legislation  of  this  amending  Bill,  all 
we  contemplate  is  the  assistance  of  local 
Volunteer  or  Yeomanry  corps  by  popu- 
larly elected  bodies.  Asa  matter  offset, 
they  did  exist  in  the  earlier  draft  of  the 
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201,  but  they  were  omitted  under  the 
idea  that  it  might  he  possible  to  bring 
In  rifle  clubs  under  the  scope  of  this  legis- 
lation. That  might  be  a  desirable  thing, 
hat  since  there  is  no  provision  for  rifle 
aUdbs  in  the  earlier  Acts  to  provide  for 
the  purchase  of  sites,  it  is  not  clear  that  we 
esn  graft  them  on  in  this  amending  Bill, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  at  a  later  date  to 
introduce  some  special  enactment  for  their 
benefit.  Section  2  extends  to  urban  dis- 
tricts the  powers  which  are  conferred  on 
eoonty  councils  and  borough  councils. 
Why  not  ?  Urban  districts  of  the  size  of 
each  places  as  Aston  Manor,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  69,000,  or  Rhondda  Valley,  with 
a  population  of  88,350,  electing  their 
own  local  bodies,  should  be  allowed,  if 
they  please,  to  use  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  by  Parliament  for  the  object 
which  Parliament  has  sanctioned  over 
end  over  again  during  thirty-seven  years. 
Section  4  re-enacts  a  section  of  the  Artil- 
lery Rifle  Ranges  Act.  It  gives  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  the  powers 
which  were  possessed  under  the  previous 
legislation,  and  which  will  be  possessed 
under  this  Bill  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Section  5  is  also  a  drafting  section,  and 
Section  6  avoids  the  necessity  of  passing 
a  special  enactment  for  each  Provisional 
Order  passed  under  the  Military  Lands 
Act,  1892,  a  necessity  which  has  arisen 
from  some  obscurity  in  the  drafting  of  the 
Act.  Section  7  applies  the  Act  to  Scot- 
land, and  Section  8  provides  that  the 
measure  is  to  be  construed  as  part  of  the 
consolidating  Act  of  1892.  The  House 
will  see  that  the  measure,  therefore,  is 
strictly  an  amending  Act  to  the  con- 
solidating Act  of  1892.  I  think  the 
House  will  feel  that  facilities  ought  to  be 
given  for  the  acquisition  of  rifle  ranges, 
and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  remedy 
defects,  to  grant  the  extensions  which  are 
necessary,  if  the  objects  contemplated 
in  previous  statutes  are  to  be  effectively 
attained. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  fPyndJuim.) 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
I  will  not  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  through  the  previous 
legislation.  I  take  my  stand  wholly  upon 
th3  Military  Lands  Act  of  1892,  which, 
as  he  says,  was  a  consolidating  statute,  and 
which  is  the  existing  law.  A  great  deal 
of  what  the  Under  Secretary  has  said  in 


regard  to  the  powers  granted  by  previous 
Acts  is  not  embraced  within  the  Act  of 
1892.  He  has  told  us  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  powers  asked  for  under  this  Bill 
are  embraced  in  older  Acts.  If  that  is 
so,  there  is  no  need  for  these  nine-tenths, 
but  only  for  the  remaining  tenth.  I 
would  point  out  that  there  is  nothing 
whatever  in  the  Act  of  1892  that  gives 
the  slightest  countenance  to  the  things 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  The  Act  of  1892 
was  a  consolidating  statute  passed 
through  this  House  at  the  end  of  a  session, 
and,  indeed,  within  a  very  few  days  of  the 
prorogation.  There  was  no  discussion  on 
it,  and  the  only  two  Amendments  made 
in  Committee  were  moved  on  behalf 
of  the  Government — one  formal,  and  the 
other  to  omit  "  etc."  The  legislation  of 
189 2,  was  therefore  the  production  of  the 
Unionist  Government  itself,  so  that  what- 
ever praise  or  blame  attaches  to  that  Act 
attaches  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
If  the  Act  has  been  faulty,  that  faulty 
legislation  must  be  laid  at  the  door 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
Military  Lands  Act  of  1892  only 
dealt  with  the  acquisition  of  land 
for  military  purposes;  and  the  Act  de- 
fines what  military  purposes  are.  They 
include  rifle  and  artillery  ranges,  the 
erection  of  butts,  targets,  batteries,  and 
accommodation  for  the  storing  of  arms 
for  military  drill,  and  other  purposes  con- 
nected with  military  matters  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  It  is, 
however,  important  to  note  that  the  Act 
did  not,  and  does  not,  authorise  the 
acquisition  of  land  by  local  authorities 
for  butts,  targets,  batteries,  drill-halls,  or 
other  permanent  works.  The  parties  who 
are  authorised  by  that  Act  to  acquire 
land  for  military  purposes  are,  first,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  who,  however, 
can  always  acquire  all  the  land  for  military 
purposes  that  he  requires.  That  power 
is  unlimited,  and  there  is  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  opponents  of  this  Bill  to 
limit  in  any  measure  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  erect  what- 
ever works  he  considers  necessary.  The 
second  body  authorised  to  acquire  land 
are  Volunteer  corps,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  the  third, 
the  council  of  a  county  or  a  borough, 
which  may,  at  the  request  of  one  or  more 
Volunteer  corps,  purchase  and  hold  land  in 
behalf  of  those  Volunteer  corps  for 
military  purposes.  Now  in  the  case  of 
purchase  by  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
money  is,  of  course,  provided  by   Parlia- 
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ment,  but  in  the  case  of  purchase  by 
Volunteer  corps,  the  corpa  may  raise  the 
money  by  way  of  loan  from  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commission  on  the  security 
of  the  land  so  acquired*  and  secondly  on 
that  of  the  grant  to  the  corps  provided 
by  Parliament.  Now  the  loans  by  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  are  to 
be  repayable  within  a  period  of  fifty  years, 
and  the  interest  is  not  to  be  more  than  3  j 
per  cent.,  subject  to  Clause  1  of  the  Public 
Loans  Act.  There  is  no  question  as  to 
my  facts. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  rely  on  the  same 
facts,  and  I  pointed  out  that  this  Bill  gave 
Miable  extension. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  Then  as  far  as 
regards  land  acquired  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  no  matter  whether  the  land  is 
acquired  for  military  purposes  or  not,  it 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  he  can  make  bye-laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  public,  etc.,  and,  in 
short,  have  full  control.  Now  when 
a  Volunteer  corps  is  disbanded,  what  is  to 
become  of  the  butts,  and  building,  and  the 
land  ?  You  find  that  when  a  Volunteer 
corps  is  disbanded,  if  they  have  acquired 
land  for  military  purposes  and  put  build- 
ings upon  the  land,  they  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  those  buildings  or  the  land  ; 
bhe  whole  goes  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
So  that  you  are  asking  a  Volunteer  corps 
to  contribute  money  for  a  purpose  for 
which  they  have  the  privilege  of  paying  -f 
but  when  the  purpose  is  served  and  the 
land  is  sold  they  are  to  have  no  right  to 
the  money  which  they  have  advanced  | 
either  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  , 
and  or  for  erecting  buildings  upon  it,  I 
Where  land  has  been  acquired  by  a ' 
Volunteer  corps  by  moans  of  a  loan 
through  the  borough  council,  and  tho 
Volunteer  corps  is  disbanded  before  the  ' 
borough  council  can  appropriate  or  sell 
the  land,  it  must  be  offered  to  the  original 
owner  at  a  sum  to  bo  fixed  by  arbitra- 
tion. And  we  all  know  perfectly  well 
that  on  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  arbitration 
butts  and  embankments  and  other  mili- 
uuv  objects  which  have  ceased  to  be  used 
will  not  be  said  to  be  of  any  value,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  will  be  said  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  the  bod.  The  Act  contem- 
plates, of  course,  use  by  the  public  of  tho 
land  when  it  is  not  required  for  military 
purposes,  so  that  it  will  also  form  an  open 
space,  and  there  is  always  eventual  value 
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in  aueh  a  property  wh 
used   for  military   purposes,     Tbm 
reasonable   considerations 
authority  should  embark  in 


of   purchasing  land   in  a  locator  wfcet 
the  land  would  eventual  lv  be  with 
the   locality,  but  bun  T-augei»«i* 

bankmenta,   and   drill  sheds  for  nil! 
purposes  are  of  no  use   when  th?r  tea* 
to   be   required    for    military   purf>:« 
There  is  not  much   risk  to  run  in  acquir- 
ing land  for  military  purposes  by  an  ewj 
method  of  payment  extending  ovu. 
years  ;  but  it  is  quite  a  different  thing  to 
do  what  this  Bill  proposes  to  do,  to  ask  * 
Volunteer  corps,  on  the  faith   of  a  teal 
authority,  to  expend  money  in  all  ttfcse 
things,  which,  when  they  are  no  longer 
used,  only  depreciate  the  land,  and  a* 
repay  them    the   money    they   have  al~ 
van  cod.     There  is  one   subject  which  tat 
Under  Secretary  in  his   risumi  did 
deal  with.     He  did  not  deal  with  the  K 
of  1897.     If   he  bad  looked  at  th 
and  the  state  in  which  it  passed  he  mij 
have  seen  something  to  call  hi-? 
to  the  reason  why  opposition  to 
was  likely  to  take  place.     As  the 
teers   Act   limited    the    Vol  mi! 
borough  councils  to  acquiring  land,  kl 
present   Government  brought    in 
which   was  practically    word    for    \ron 
Clause  I   of  this  Bill     It   was  sa> 
the  only  object  of  that    Dili  WM  to  make 
plain  the  Act  of  1892,  which   was  means 
to  give  powers  to  build   as    well  at  to 
acquire  land.     But  the  Bill   of   1892  d 
not  do  that.     Now  what   became  of 
Bill  of  18971     It  came  up  ear 
session  of   1897   and   was  opposed, 
eventually,  in  order   to   get  it  through* 
tho  Government  had  to  submit  to  a  com- 
promise which  I  had  some  little  hand  in 
carrying  through,  and  the  effect  of  that 
compromise  was  that  they  had  to  ebminate 
everything  with  regard   to  the  co 
that  would   place  a  penny  of  expe 
the  local   rates.     In  that  modified 
the   Government  consented  to  take 
Bill,  and  it  passed  through  the  House 
it  received  the  Royal  Assent  early  in  t! 
session.     That   being  the    result   of 
Bill  of  1897  brought  in  by  the  Go\ 
ment,  can  it  be  supposed  that  the 
who  strenuously  opposed  that  Bill  V 
not  oppose  this,  which   not  only  proposal 
to  do  everything  that  the   Bill  of 
did,  but  proceeds  still  further  In  the 
direction  1    Clause  1  of  this  Bill  not 
reopens  the  whole  of  the  questtoi 
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.  of  1897,  but  Glauses  2, 3,  and  4  intro- 

i  new  matter  of  a  highly  controversial 

I  admire  the  courage  of  the  hon. 

an  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 

» if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  pre- 

"►  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

i  Under  Secretary  for  War,  felt  bound 

■  ill  abandon  an  attempt  to  burden  the 
total  rates  in  this  manner,  how  does  the 
Present  Under  Secretary  for  War  hope 
to  carry  through  this  Bill  this  session  1 
Ifhe  Volunteer  corps,  who  may  have  con- 
tributed three-fourths  or  nine-tenths,  are 
to  have  no  share  or  interest  whatever  in 
tile  buildings  the  moment  the  corps  is  dis- 
banded, or  after  the  buildings  have  ceased 
to  be  used  for  military  purposes.  Will 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
tall  us  where  the  Volunteers  get  the 
foods  for  the  erection  of  these  buildings 
and  butts  ?  I  think  they  will  understand 
at  the  War  Office,  from  the  Estimates, 
what  money  is  given  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  butts  and  targets  for  volunteers. 
"That  is  quite  a  distinct  purpose,  and  if 
money  is  given  for  that  purpose  Parlia- 
joent  should  give  it  directly.  Let  the 
land  be  in  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War;  let  it  be  subject  to  his 
control,  and  let  him  be  responsible.  Sup- 
posing you  do  not  get  a  shilling  from  a 
local  authority  or  a  V  olunteer  corps,  what 
is  to  hinder  you  from  coming  to  this 
House  and  getting  every  penny  you 
require  for  the  erection  of  butts,  targets, 
or  anything  else  for  military  purposes  ? 
That  is  the  proper  course,  and  one  advan- 
tage of  it  is  that  you  can  take  it  with 
the  most  perfect  confidence,  without 
having  to  consult  any  local  authority 
or  without  'being  influenced  by  any 
local  authority  in  the  matter. 
You  can  act  in  this  matter  quite  indepen- 
dently, because  you  do  not  require  to  con- 
sider whether,  as  regards  the  site  of  a 
rifle  range,  a  certain  local  body  is  willing 
to  contribute  so  much  money.  Your 
duty  is  to  consider,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Volunteer  corns,  where  the  most  suitable 
place  would  be  for  a  rifle  range  or  the 
other  works  for  military  purposes.  I 
cannot  understand  where  a  Volunteer 
corps  is  to  get  the  money.  Is  it  to  come 
out  of  their  own  money  ?  I  have  heard 
complaints  that  the  Volunteers  get  too 
little  money  and  require  more.  I  have 
never  voted  against  any  proposal  to 
increase  the  Vote  to  the  Volunteers  ;  and 
it  appears  to  me  strange  that  we  should 
have  appeals  for  more  money  to  the 
Volunteers,  and  at  the  same  time  attempt 


to  pass  this  Bill,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  impose  on  Volunteers  the  burden  of 
providing  rifle  ranges  and  all  these  other 
things.  There  is  also  this  to  be 
said,  that  a  Volunteer  corps  may 
hypothecate  and  pledge  in  security 
of  their  loan  from  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners  the  Government 
grant-in-aid  which  is  given  for  other 
purposes.  Where  can  be  the  morality  of 
a  transaction  of  this  sort  ?  It  puts  me  in 
mind  of  what  was  done  in  the  case  of 
Ireland,  when  grants-in-aid  to  local 
authorities  for  the  poor  and  the  insane 
were  pledged  in  security  of  the  payment 
of  certain  advances  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Act.  That  was  always  con- 
sidered on  this  side  of  the  House  a  most 
immoral  thing  to  do.  I  venture  to  say 
that  no  grants  are  given  to  the  Volunteers 
or  anybody  else  except  for  necessary 
purposes.  I  find  it  is  proposed  that  these 
grants  may  be  pledged  for  a  purpose  alto- 
gether foreign  to  those  for  which  the 
money  was  specially  granted.  Observe 
why  this  burden  is  placed  on  the  Volun- 
teers. Simply  because  it  so  happens  that 
a  certain  community  are  very  patriotic 
and  loyal  and  raise  one  or  more  Volunteer 
corps.  Because,  forsooth,  they  happen  to 
do  that  they  are  to  be  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute more  for  military  purposes,,  whilst 
other  districts  with  an  equal  or  greater 
population  are  not  to  be  asked  to  contribute; 
a  single  shilling  of  these  expenses.  The 
principle  is  utterly  unsound.  Then  we, 
come  to  the  power  to  be  conferred  on  the 
council  of  any  county  or  borough.  Tha 
principle  is  not  a  whit  more  defensible,, 
where  it  is  proposed  that  the  council  of 
any  county  or  borough — 

"May  maintain  and  adapt  for  use,  by  the: 
erection  of  buildings  or  otherwise,  or  may  con- 
tribute towards  the  maintenance  or  adapta- 
tion for  use  of,  any  land  held  for  military 
purposes,  and  for  this  purpose  may  borrow,, 
[ana  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners, 
may  lend]  in  like  manner  as  they  may 
[respectively]  borrow  [and  lend]  for  the  pur- 
pose of*  acquiring  land  under  the  Military 
Lands  Act,  1892.* 

The  land  is  not  vested  in  the  county  or 
borough  council  at  all,  and  it  might 
eventually  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  Then  they 
are  to  borrow  the  money  on  the  security 
of  the  county  rate  or  the  borough  rate. 
The  purposes  for  which  the  money  is  to 
be  applied  are  essentially  military  in 
their  character.  There  is  nothing  local 
as  regards  its  uses.  It  is  rather  strange 
to  find  this  proposal  to  saddle  local  autho- 
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rities  with  the  upkeep  of  things  which  are  [ 
essentially  for  Imperial  military  purposes,  | 
when  these  local  authorities  receive  out  of 
the  Imperial  funds  grants  to  mitigate  the  j 
burden  of  the  local  rates.     The  people  i 
who  stand  in  need  of  assistance  for  local  ! 
purposes  are  to  have  handed  over  to  them 
by  this  Bill  a  burden  for  works  which  are 
essentially  of  a  military  character.     They 
are  to  be  asked  to  bear    this  expense 
because  they  happen  to  be  exceptionally  ; 
loyal  and  patriotic  in  the  way  of  raising 
Volunteer  corps.   They  require  rifle  ranges  i 
for   the   purpose   of    making  themselves  ! 
efficient.      The  ranges  are  only  useful  to  ; 
the  Volunteers  in  training  for  the  national  ! 
defence.     Are  not  the  men  giving  their  ! 
time  and  their  leisure  for  the  purpose  of 
making   themselves   efficient  ?     Yet  you 
would   say  to  them,  "  Oh,   these  things 
are    being  dono   for  your   benefit,    and 
therefore  you   should    pay    part  of    the 
expense."      There      is      one      essential  ; 
thing  with  regard  to  all  methods  of  local ; 
rating,  and  that  is  that  the  control  of  the  : 
purpose   for  which  the  rates  are  levied  j 
should  remain  with  the  local  authority. 
That  is  why  I  called  attention  to  the  fact 
at  an  earlier  part  of  my  remarks  that  this  ; 
land  would  bo  entirely  under  the  control 
and  at   the  mercy  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  and  not  under  local  control 
in  any  shape  or  form.     You  are  asking 
the  local  authority  to  tax  the  ratepayers,  . 
while  another  body  outside  and  indepen- 
dent of  them  will  have  the  whole  power 
over  the  expenditure  of  the  money.    The 
local  authority  will  have  no  say.     That  is 
contrary  to  the  principle  of  local  govern- 
ment, which  is  that  everything  should  be 
under  the  control  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  in  the  local  council.     Clause 
2  goes  a  great  deal  further  than  was  pro- 
posed in  i8U7.     It  provides — 

44  The  powers  exerciseablo  by  a  borough 
council  under  the  Military  Lam  Is  Act,  1892, 
and  this  Act  may  be  exercised  by  the  council 
of  any  urban  district,  and  any  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  council  of  an  urban  district  other  : 
than  a '  borough  in  the  execution  of  those 
power*  shall  be  defrayed  as  part  of  their 
general  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  any  money  bor- 
rowed by  the  council  tor  the  execution  oi  those 
powers  shall  be  borrowed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  those  Acts  and  may  be  lent 
by  the  Public  Works  Loan  (.'ommissioners." 

This  power  of  the  urban  district  council 
is  open  to  all  the  objections  I  have  stated 
with  regard  to  the  granting  of  similar 
powers  to  the  council  of  a  county  or 
borough.      But  there  is  this  further  ob- 
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jection,  that   in  the  case  of  the  urban 
district  council   the   expenses  are  to  be 
defrayed  as  public  health   expenses.    I 
daresay   the    Under   Secretary  for  War 
is    aware    of    what  the    effect  of  that 
would  be.     All  the  moneys  which  mav 
be  borrowed   for  military  purpose!  will 
be  computed  as  part  of  the  borrowings 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  with  the 
result  that  the  amount  of  the  borrowing 
power,  which  is  limited  under  that  Act 
to  two  years  of  the  annual  value  of  the 
property,    may   be   eaten  up  for  these 
military  purposes,  and    nothing  may  be 
left     for    the    necessary    public   health 
purposes.      That    shows   that    you  will 
even  put  the  military  purposes  before  the 
necessary  public  health  purposes.    This 
Bill  makes  no  provision  whatever  for  con- 
sulting the  parishioners  on  the  question 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  money.    You 
put  no  limit  to  the  borrowing  power*, 
and  in  this  case  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
extent  to  which  a  locality  may  be  rated. 
The   local  rating  has  quite  a  different 
incidence    of    taxation     from     Imperial 
rating.     In  the  case  of  local  rating,  under 
the  present  system  you   have  to  make 
land   the  assessable  commodity,  and,  in 
England  particularly,  the  rates  are  paid 
wholly  by  the  occupier.     There  is  there- 
fore this  curious  result  in  the  Bill,  that 
in  the  case  of  an  urban  district  council  in 
England  the  rates  will  be  paid  wholly  by 
the  occupier,  while  in  the  case  of  Scot- 
land the  rates  will  be  paid  half  bv  the 
owner  and  half  by  the  occupier,    ft  the 
country  is  being  invaded,  who  geta  the 
benefit     of    the     defence    against   that 
invasion  ?     Surely  the  owners  of  landed 
property  and  property  of  all   kinds,  as 
well  as  the  occupiers,  will  get  the  benefit, 
and  why  should  the  burden  of  making 
provision  for  national  defence  be  placed 
upon  the  occupiers   only  in  the  case  of 
England  ?     I  take  it  that  by  giving  this 
power  to    local  authorities  there  is  no 
intention  of  having  anything  done  which 
is   not    necessary.      We    may   therefore 
assume  that  these  buildings  are  all  neces- 
sary for  mititary  purposes.     That  being 
so,  I  a*k  on  what  principle  the  occupier 
only,  the  shopkeeper  who  pays  an  inor- 
dinate  share   of   local   rates,   should  be 
,  assessed  in  this  way,  while  another  man, 
who  may  have  a  large  income,  but  only  a 
•  small  rateable  value,  pays  a  very  small 
amount  1    National  defence  ought  to  be 
paid  for  out   of  the   Imperial  purse,  in 
regard    to  which   the  contributions  are 
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upon  the  nation  as  a  whole  according 

to  what  Parliament  in  its  wisdom  thinks  a 

proper  division,  without  reference  to  local 

considerations.     Obviously,  the  Imperial 

system    of    taxation    is    the    best    and 

fairest.   Volunteer  corps  are  having  these 

ranges  for  the  purpose  of  practising  for 

the  defence  not  of  particular  localities, 

but  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  there 

is  not  a  single  element  of  local  needs 

in   the  matter.     Clause  3  introduces  a 

still  more  objectionable  system,  namely, 

that  of  hiring  land — an  altogether  novel 

system — for  military  purposes.   The  land 

is  to  be  hired  under  Sections  9  and  10  of 

the  Local  Government  Act,  1894. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  proposed 
to  omit  that  provision. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  That  certainly 
does  away  with  that  objection.  In 
Clause  4  you  introduce  a  principle  which 
is  somewhat  novel  in  its  character,  and  if 
a  novel  principle  is  introduced  we  expect 
that  that  principle  should  be  introduced 
when  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  its 
discussion,  and  not  at  the  tail  end  of  a 
session.  Some  parts  are,  of  course,  quite 
unobjectionable.  There  is  no  objection 
to  the  Navy  having  the  same  powers  of 
making  bye-laws  for  land  acquired  for 
naval  purposes  as  the  military  authorities 
have,  but  you  touch  a  most  delicate* 
matter  when  you  begin  to  apply  to  the 
sea  the  same  elements  of  power  that  you 
have  upon  land.  If  you  interfere  with 
any  private  right,  it  conies  under  the 
Lands  Clauses  Act;  you  take  care  that 
the  landed  proprietor  shall  get  his  full 
pound  of  flesh  in  such  an  event;  but 
observe  what  is  done  when  you  deal  with 
public  rights.  I  venture  to  say  the 
Under  Secretary  gave  us  no  authority 
whatever  for  this  mode  of  dealing  with 
public  rights  on  the  sea.  In  Sub-section  4 
"  public  right "  is  described  as — 
"  the  right  of  navigation,  grounding,  anchoring, 
tUti: ng(  bathing,  walking,  or  recreation." 

Fishing,   for  example,    I    think  is  most 
important. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  tlm  words  were 
already  on  the  Statute-book. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  am  referring  to 
dealing  with  the  sea. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  referred  to  the  Act 
of  1885.    - 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  At  any  rate,  under 
this  Bill  you  claim  rights  of  a  most  exten- 


j  sive  character  as  regards  the  sea.     You 
!  do  not  limit  yourselves  to  the  three-mile 
:  limit ;  and  you  take  powers  to  dispense 
\  with  those  permanent  marks  which  are 
necessary  under  the  military  clause.     The 
"  powers  here  sought  may  seriously  affect 
,  fishermen,   and  it  must  be  remembered 
fthat  this  Act  applies  not  only  to  Scot- 
]  land  and  England,  but  also  to  Ireland. 
j  How  are  the  public  rights  of  fishing  and 
1  anchoring  disposed  of  here  ?     In  the  case 
I  of  a  man  with  a  value  of  £50  at  stake,  he 
j  will  get  compensation  under  the  Lands 
'  Clauses  Act,  but  in  the  case  of  a  public 
right  of  this  kind,  the  whole  thing  will 
be  given  away  by  the  approval   of  the 
■  Board  of  Trade.     One  Government  De- 
partment is  to  sit  in  judgment  on  another 
Government  Department ;  they  may  ad- 
1  judicate  upon  and  sign  away  the  public 
interest  to-morrow,  as  far  as  this  Bill  is 
concerned.  Moreover,  there  is  no  redress. 
If  ever  there   was  a  case  for  having  a 
Provisional    Order    which   should    come 
before  the  House,  this  would  be  that  case. 
It  is  not  a  case  of  emergency ;  it  is  a 
matter  in  which  there  is  plenty  of  time  to 
make  your  arrangements  and  to   know 
your  policy ;  you  cannot  acquire  lands 
and  erect  buildings  all  in  a  day.     It   is 
altogether  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  have  the  right  t> 
interfere  in  this  way  with  the  sea  and  the 
use  of  the  sea.     All  I  have  to  say  with 
regard  to  this  Bill  is  this  :  that  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  seemed  to 
;  think     that   if   we   refuse    the    powers 
,  asked  for    in    this    Bill,     we     will    in 
:  some   way  impair  the   national  defence. 
'  There  never  was  a  grosser  mistake  than 
!  that.     The  contention  here  is  that  if  these 
1  military  works  are  necessary  they  ought 
,  not  to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the 
'  local  authority.     If  they  are  really  neces- 
sary, then  let  the  Government  make  their 
arrangements  and   come  down    to    this 
House  and  ask  for  whatever  they  require 
for  military  purposes.      The  Government 
would  then  get  the  money  without  being 
hampered  by  any  local  authority,  and  it 
is  absurd  to  say  that  if  we  reject  this  Bill 
!  we  shall  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  any 
of  these  military  requirements.     My  sug- 
gestion gives  you  the  biggest  purse,  and 
we  do  not  ask  you  to  be  hampered  by  the 
parsimony  of  any  local  authority  in  pro- 
viding a  rifle-butt  which  is  not  sufficient, 
;  but  which  is,  perhaps,  as  much  as  their 
!  means   will   allow.      Instead    of   relying 
upon  the  local  authority,  who  ought  not  to 
'  contribute  out  of  the  rates,  we  ask  you  to 
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come  to  the  Imperial  purse  and  get  any 
money  you  require.  I  move  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  three 
months. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs) :  I  rise  to  second  this  motion, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  reply  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
to  the  important  points  made  by  my  hon. 
friend.  Previous  legislation  of  this  kind 
has  dealt  only  with  land,  but  this  Bill 
deals  not  only  with  land  but  also  with 
the  buildings  on  the  land  and  other  things 
which  do  not  necessarily  belong  to  the 
land.  Such  things  ought  to  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  Imperial  Government, 
and  should  not  be  put  upon  local  authori- 
ties. I  entirely  agree  with  my  hon.  friend 
when  he  says  that  he  has  not  the  least 
desire  to  minimise  or  prevent  these  facili- 
ties being  given  to  local  rifle  corps.  The 
object  ho  has  in  view  is  that  Imperial 
funds  shall  be  applied  for  Imperial  pur- 
poses, and  that  no  demand  should  be 
made  upon  the  local  rates  for  objects 
which  ought  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
Imperial  purse.  I  am  sure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  agree  that  the  House  has 
made  a  most  generous  provision  at  all 
times  whenever  it  has  been  called  upon 
by  the  present  Government  for  military 
purposes.  I  have  heard  that  acknowledged 
over  and  over  again.  I  have  never  opposed 
any  provision  whatever  which  has  been 
made  for  the  Volunteers.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  the  Government  have  done  too 
little  rather  than  too  much  for  this  very 
useful  force.  It  is  not  in  the  faintest 
degree  any  opposition  to  the  interests 
of  the  Volunteers  that  has  actuated  our 
opposition  to  this  Bill ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  a  desire  that  the 
Volunteer  force  shall  not  bo  crippled  in 
any  respect,  because  one  cannot  expect 
that  local  authorities  will  pay  the  same 
attention  to  Volunteer  regiments  as  the 
Imperial  authority  is  able  to  do.  There 
is  another  point  which  my  hon.  friend 
raised,  which  I  think  deserves  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  For  purposes  of  this 
kind  we  should  have  complete  equality  of 
taxation  as  between  county  and  county 
and  district  and  district.  This  duty  is 
one  which  lies  upon  all,  irrespective 
altogether  of  the  plaev  in  which  they  live, 
and  in  cases  of  this  kind  it  is  only  right 
that  the  common  purse  should  be  used. 
Another  very  important  point  made  by 
my  hon.  friend  was  that  the  land  would 
remain  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
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of  State,  and  not  in  any  way  under  the 
control    of    the    local   authority;   and, 
moreover,  if  it  ceased  to  be  necessary  to 
use  the  property,  the  council  would  only 
be  able  to  obtain  the  unpaid  inafaJmfma 
i  due  upon  it.      There  is  another  point 
'  which  has  also  been  very  properly  raised, 
i  and  it  is  that  money  for  these  purposes 
I  will  be  raised  under  the  Public  Health 
I  Act,  and  as  the  borrowing  powers  of  a 
!  council  are  limited  under  this  Act,  and  as 
I  the  purposes  for  which  money  is  needed 
I  under  this  Act  are  continually  increasing, 
it  would    unduly    limit    the    borrowing 
\  capacity     of      an      urban     or     county 
j  council     if     it     was     found     necessary 
;  to  borrow  for  military    purposes  under 
;  the  Public  Health  Act.      The  hon.  Mem- 
!  ber  opposite  hinted  that  we  had  a  jealous 
|  mistrust  of  popularly  elected  bodies  exer- 
!  cising  these  new  powers.     I  should  like  to 
j  know  where  any  jealous  mistrust  exists 
on  this  side  of  the  House  of  the  way  in 
I  which  popularly  elected  bodies  use  their 
i  powers  1    We  have  tried  over  and  over 
I  again  to  obtain  further  powers  for  popu- 
•  larly  elected  bodies,  and  when  the  Local 
;  Government  Act    of  1888    was  passing 
|  the  House,   attempt    after  attempt  was 
;  made   to    enlarge    the    powers  of  local 
;  authorities  by  hon.  Members  on  this  side 
!  of  the  House.     Therefore  it  is  not  from 
1  this  side  of  the  House  that  any  jealous 
;  mistrust  of  that  kind  comes,  but  we  do 
mistrust    any    raid    upon     the    pockets 
of  the   local   ratepayers  for  purposes  of 
this  kind.     It  was  certainly  not  from  this 
side  of  the   House   that  any  opposition 
came   to  place   the   wholo  of  the  police 
entirely  under  the  control  of  local  authori- 
ties.    We  do  not  jealously  mistrust  these 
local  authorities,  but  what  we  say  is  that 
it  is  not    the    business  of    these    local 
authorities  to  spend  money  for  this  par- 
ticular purpose.     We  say,  moreover,  that 
there  are  certain  powers  now  exercised  by 
the  local   authorities  which  ought  to  be 
taken   over  by  the    Imperial   authority. 
For  instance,  there  is  the  work  of  port 
sanitary  authorities,  which  really  does  not 
belong  to  the  local  authorities  at  all,  but 
belongs  more  properly  to  the   Imperial 
Government.       We   consider  that    local 
authorities  stand  in  such  need  of  assis- 
tance that  we  give  them  £12,000,000  or 
£13,000,000  a  year  by  way  of  aiding  the 
local  rates.     The  policy  now  proposed  is 
inconsistent,  and   for   military   purposes 
strictly  Imperial  in   their  character  the 
local  purse  ought  not  to  be  drawn  upon. 
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.  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
for  one  moment.     I  was  glad  that 
Me  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  the  Bill 
li  to  refer  only  to  Volunteers,   and  for 
JJhaae  particular  purposes.    The  position 
We  take  up  with  regard  to  this  Bill  is 
rfmply  that  the  demand  which  the  Govern- 
■MHit  now  make  upon  the  House  is  to 
enable  local  authorities  to  do  work  which 
ought  to  be  done  by  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment out  of  the  Imperial  Treasury.     It  is 
neither  just  nor  fair  to  call  upon  local 
authorities  to  do  this  work.     At  times  of 
great  and  patriotic  excitement  there  is 
aobody  who  wishes  to  refuse  anything 
that  is  asked  for  in  this  House,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Imperial  Government  to 
turry  out  this  work.     We  are  willing  to 
do  all  you  ask  us  in  order  to  make  the 
Volunteer  force  more  efficient,   and  you 
are    not    likely,    so    far    as   I   am  con- 
cerned,    to    meet    with     the    slightest 
difficulty  in  that  direction.     I  think  you 
might  do    a    great  deal  more  for    the 
Volunteer  force  to  make  it  effective,  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  such  a  proposal  as 
this  is  not  the  right  way  to  go  about  it. 
Work  of  this  kind  should  not  be  put 
upon  local  authorities,   and   matters  of 
Imperial  concern  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,*  and  at  the 
cad  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
this  day  three  months." '—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Me.  MONK  (Gloucester) :  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  my  great 
satisfaction  with  the  Government  for 
bringing  in  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  it  is  their 
intention  to  carry  it  into  law.  I  have 
listened  for  a  good  hour  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark,  and  I 
confess  that  I  was  greatly  surprised  at  his 
line  of  argument.  The  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  seconded  the  motion  took  a 
similar  line  of  argument,  which  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  Government  ought  to  pro- 
vide for  everything  which  is  required  for 
the  Volunteer  corps.  For  years  past  the 
Volunteers  throughout  the  country  have 
been  asking  the  Government  for  assistance 
in  providing  rifle  ranges,  and  two  years 
ago  a  little  flutter  was  caused  when  the 
Government  brought  in  and  passed  an  Act 
in  which  provision  was  made  for  acquiring 
rifle  ranges  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.     When,  however,  the  Volunteers 


asked  for  a  portion  of  the  money  allotted 
for  them  they  were  met  with  this 
answer — namely,  that  the  whole  of 
that  sum  would  have  to  be  ex- 
pended in  providing  rifle  ranges 
for  the  use  of  the  regular  forces. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester  especially,  the  rifle 
ranges  are  far  too  distant  from  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Volunteer  corps.  I  heard 
with  great  satisfaction  from  my  hon. 
friend  this  afternoon  that  a  further  sum 
of  £130,000  is  to  be  applied  for  .the  pur- 
pose of  providing  rifle  ranges  for  Volun- 
teers. In  the  case  of  the  rifle  corps  in  my 
own  county,  the  corporation  of  the  city  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent  expressed 
their  desire  to  co-operate  with'  the 
Government  as  far  as  possible  in  pro- 
viding these  rifle  ranges,  and  I  was 
astonished  to  hear  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site expressing  reluctance  to  authorise  the 
local  authorities  to  assist  in  providing 
ranges.  They  seem  to  overlook  the  fact 
that  the  local  authorities  are  under  no 
obligation  to  take  action  under  this  Bill, 
but  I  cannot  understand  on  what  ground 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  refuse  to  grant  to 
the  elected  representatives  of  district  urban 
councils  and  town  councils  permission, 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  to 
assist  in  providing  these  ranges.  I  only 
desire  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
Government  will  pass  this  Bill,  for  I  am 
sure  that  the  step  they  have  taken  is  one 
which  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
Volunteers  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I  do 
not  rise  to  take  part  in  this  debate 
because  I  feel  the  smallest  interest  in  the 
subject  of  the  Volunteer  force,  or 
the  rifle  ranges  with  which  they  are  to 
be  provided.  The  Government  are  afraid 
to  permit  Volunteers  being  established  in 
Ireland,  and  accordingly,  so  far  as  this 
Bill  deals  with  Volunteers,  it  has  not  the 
smallest  interest  for  me.  The  reason  I 
take  part  in  this  debate  is  that  on  a 
former  occasion  when  this  House  took  an 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  this  subject 
of  rifle  ranges  for  Volunteers  the  War 
Office  played  what  I  can  only  describe  as 
a  very  despicable  trick  on  the  public  of 
the  three  kingdoms,  and  especially  of  the 
country  to  which  I  belong.  I  am  not  in 
the  habit  of  using  excessive  language, 
but  I  think  when  the  House  hears  what 
was  done  on  that  occasion  it  will  not  be 
astonished  that  1  have  characterised  it  as 
I  have.     In  1891    one  of  the  most  im- 
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portant  of  these  Acts  was  passed.  It  was 
called  "  An  Act  to  facilitate  the  acquisition 
of  ranges  by  Volunteer  corps  and  others," 
and  any  Irish  Member  reading  that  title, 
and  knowing  as  we  all  know  that  Volun- 
teers are  impossible  in  Ireland,  might 
well  have  assumed  that  the  Bill  had  no 


on  the  House  and  the  country.  I  ay 
respectfully  that  these  Military  Land  KlU 
areDecoming  a  public  nuisance  and  a  public 
danger.  We  never  seem  to  be  done  with 
them.  They  began  to  be  passed  in  1842, 
and  I  will  not  venture  to  say  how  many 
of  them  have  been  passed  since  then.  Bat 


application  to  Ireland,  and  also  that  it  {  it  now  appears  to  be  the  practice  that  we 


only  dealt  with  the  subject  of  rifle  ranges 
and  nothing  else.  What  are  the  facts  1 
Under  that  Act  the  War  Office,  in  breach 


are  to  have  a  Military  Lands  Bill  every 
session,  just  as  we  have  an  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill.     When  are  we  to  be 


of  the  rules  of  this  House,  and  in  breach  !  done  with  them  ?  Very  few  people  are 
of  the  confidence  which  should  exist ;  acquainted  with  them.  The  average 
between  Members  of  the  House  and  the  \  Member  of  Parliament  cannot  be  supposed 
Government,  introduced  a  section  de- !  to  understand  them,  and  neither  can  the 
priving  the  public  of  these  kingdoms  for  j  average  lawyer,  because  they  do  not  come 
the  first  time  of  having  the  compensation,  ;  within  the  scope  of  his  ordinary  practice, 
to  which  they  were  entitled  when  their  j  and  when  one  of  these  Military  Land  Bilk 
property  was  taken  away  from  them  by  j  is  introduced  no  one  except  a  member  of 
the  Crown,  fixed  by  a  jury.  Until  that  J  the  Government  has  any  cognisance  of 
Act  was  passed,  when  the  Crown  inter-  what  it  may  contain.  It  is  that  which 
fered  with  private  property  and  took  it  i  enables  the  War  Department  to  practise 
over  for  rifle  ranges  or  for  any  other  i  its  deceit  on  the  House  of  Commons  and 
purpose  of  military  defence,  it  was  the  ]  the  country,  as  was  perpetrated  in  the  Act 
right  of  the  subject  to  have  thecompensa-  j  of  1891.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
tion  to  which  he  was  entitled  assessed  by  j  that  the  last  word  should  some  time  cf 
a  jury  of  his  countrymen,  but  into  this  |  other  be  said  on  the  subject  of  taking 
Bill  facilitating  the  acquisition  of  ranges  I  land  from  private  owners  in  a  compulsory 
for  Volunteer  corps  a  clause  was  introduced  j  manner  for  the  purposes  of  military 
not  limited  to  rifle  ranges,  but  enabling  |  defence.  About  thirty  of  these  Acts  hare 
the  War  Department,  whenever  they  took  j  been  passed,  and  the  unfortunate  lawyer 
property  in  any  part  of  the  United  King-  |  who  is  concerned  with  the  subject  has  to 
dom  for  any  purpose,  to  have  the  com-  i  wade  through  them  all.  It  is  not  a  aub 
pensation  assessed,  not  by  a  jury,  but  in  j  joct  that  is  treated  in  the  ordinary  text- 
another    mode,    and    that    section    was    books,  and  •  the  lawyer  who  has  to  deal 


applied  to  Ireland.  When  the  War  Office 
had  to  take  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
count  v  of  Cork  fiom  the  statutory  tenant, 


with  a  case  has  perhaps  to  read 
twenty  or  thirty  of  these  Acts  before 
he  knows  how  the   rights   of  his  client 


who,  under  the  Land  Act,  has  practically  !  may  be  affected.  Why  do  we  not  have 
a  fee-simple  subject  to  a  rent,  they  pro-  j  one  single  Act,  compressed  into  a 
posed  to  have  the  amount  of  compensa-  j  reasonable  compass  and  in  an  accessible 
tion  assessed  by  two  paid  removable  ]  form,  showing  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
magist rates,  paid  employees  of  the  l  ment  on  the  subject  1  It  is  a  matter  in 
Government,  who  might  he  dismissed  at ;  which  we  in  Ireland  are  very  deeply  in- 
a  moment's  notice.  j  terested.    I  asked  the  Financial  Secretary 

'  of  the  War  Office  a  question  about  a  pro- 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:    1  do  not  find  any  :  ject  for  taking  some  four  miles  of  terri- 

reference  to  the  Act  of  1 801  in  this  Bill,      tory  in  the  heart  of  the  county  Cork  for  an 

;  addition  to  the  Kilworth  rifle  range.   We 
Mr.  MA  UK  ICE    HEALY:    Oh,   yes,  '  did  not  object  to  these  ranges  being  set 
Sir;  I  shall  show  that   what  1  am  saying    up  in  Cork,  although  they  involved  a  con- 
is  perfectly  relevant.  siderable  displacement  of  the  people,  but 

surely    there   must  be  some  limitation. 

Mr.  WYXDHAM  :  The  Act  of  1891    As  I  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the 

was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1892.  original  proposal  would  bring  about  the 

eviction  of  about  thirty  to  forty  families. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  That  is  the  That  maybe  very  well  in  England,  be- 
point.  It  was  repealed  save  the  one  clause  cause  when  a  farmer  is  turned  out  of  his 
to  which  I  have  been  referring,  and  which  land  he  gets  compensation,  and  he  can 
was  foisted  into  a  Hill  with  which  it  had  invest  his  money  in  a  way  that  will  bring 
nothing  to  do,  thereby  practising  a  fraud   him  bia  living.    But  in  Ireland,  when  a 
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is  turned  out  of  his  holding,  he  has 

;  to  do  but  go  to  America.     When 

the  hon.  Gentleman  a  question 

the  subject  he  first  contradicted  me 

ly,  and  if  I  had  not  had  some  acquaint- 

>  with  the  matter,  I  would  have  been 

deceived  by  his  denial,  although  I  am 

i  he  did  not  intend  that. 


•The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  referring  to  an  answer  I 
gave  him  a  little  while  ago,  and  I  then 
informed  him  that  it  was  never  intended 
to  permanently  purchase  for  the  purpose 
of  a  rifle  range  the  land  near  Kilworth  to 
vhich  he  refers. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  My 
complaint  is  that  the  answer  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  had  the 
effect  of  deceiving  me  if  I  had  not  been 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  when  Members  of  this 
House  ask  questions  they  ought  to  expect 
answers  giving  full  information,  and  not 
answers  which  amount  to  a  deceit  upon 
them,  though  of  course  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  intend  that  result.  There 
ought  to  be  no  hugger-mugger  about 
taking  four  miles  of  land  for  military  pur- 
poses, and  when  questions  are  asked  they 
ought  to  be  answered  frankly,  and  we 
should  not  be  put  off  with  an  answer  such 
as  that  given  to  me  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  first.  He  gave  me  further  infor- 
mation when  he  saw  I  had  it  already,  but 
if  I  had  not  had  it  I  would  have  been 
deceived  by  the  flat  denial  he  gave  me.  I 
am  sure  it  was  a  truthful  answer,  but  it 
was  an  answer  which  had  the  effect  of  an 
untruth,  and  that  is  not  the  sort  of  answer 
I  desire  to  get.  That  illustrates  in  a  re- 
markable way  the  difficulties  which  are 
involved  in  these  Bills.  I  will  give 
another  illustration  of  the  hardship  under 
which  the  subject  is  placed  by  these 
Military  Land  Bills.  When  the  Crown 
proceeds  to  take  land,  litigation  is  in 
effect  set  up  between  the  subject  and  the 
Government.  The  Government  can  com- 
mand the  best  legal  advice,  whereas  the 
unfortunate  occupant  whose  property  is 
being  taken  away  may  be  very  poor,  and 
even  absolutely  destitute.  That  man  is 
placed  in  a  position  of  being  a  litigant 
against  the  Crown.  In  a  particular  case 
I  have  in  my  mind,  one  of  the  litigants 
against  the  Crown  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing in  the  Queen's  Bench  in  Ireland  that 
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the  procedure  set  on  foot  by  the 
Crown  was  wholly  wrong,  and 
that  the  Crown  were  not  en- 
titled to  do  what  they  were  attempting. 
If  an  ordinary  litigant  proceeds  against 
me,  and  I  succeed,  I  am  entitled  to  get 
my  costs  ;  but  when  I  am  a  litigant  against 
the  Crown  the  Crown  is  fighting  on 
velvet,  and  even  if  I  succeed  I  cannot  get 
any  costs,  but  if  the  Crown  wins  it  gets 
its  costs  against  the  subject.  I  intend  for 
my  part  to  take  every  opportunity  which 
this  Bill  will  afford  to  endeavour  to  effect 
some  reform  in  this  branch  of  the  law. 
It  is  quite  time  some  check  were  put  on 
the  extraordinary  powers  now  exercised 
by  the  War  Office.  They  are  able  to 
fight  with  all  the  resources  of  the  Trea- 
sury at  their  back,  and  when  an  ordinary 
litigant  gets  the  advantage  of  them,  and 
is  proved  to  be  right,  he  nevertheless 
has  to  pay  his  own  costs. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  desire  to  say  one  word  as  re- 
gards this  Bill,  not  only  as  a  Volunteer 
— in  which  capacity  I  support  it  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner — but  also  as  one 
of  the  Members  representing  a  great  cor- 
poration. My  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Ecclesall  Division,  and 
myself,  have  been  requested  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Sheffield  to  do  all  we  can  to 
obtain  all  possible  facilities  for  supporting 
and  encouraging  the  Volunteers.  The 
Corporation  of  Nottingham  and  other 
corporations  have  also  recognised  that  it 
is  their  duty,  if  they  possibly  can,  to  give 
facilities  for  the  drill  exercise  and  rifle 
shooting  of  Volunteers  within  their  dis- 
tricts. Many  of  the  residents  in  the 
great  towns  are  now  anxious  to  follow 
that  example,  and  to  do  away  with 
the  scandal  of  having  a  great  force 
in  this  country  without  adequate 
provision  for  drill,  and  without 
convenient  rifle  ranges,  at  a  time  when  so 
much  depends  on  the  accuracy  of  rifle 
shooting.  The  rifle  ranges  are  now  re- 
moved too  far  from  the  Volunteers,  and 
are  difficult  of  access.  They  do  not 
afford  sufficient  scope  for  the  use  of 
modern  arms,  and  there  is  not  sufficient 
space  behind  the  targets.  I  think  land- 
owners are  now  anxious  to  fall  in  with 
public  sentiment,  and  much  must  be  done 
in  this  direction  if  we  are  to  amend  our 
position.  There  is  something  to  be  said 
for  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  that  the  Government  ought  to  in- 
corporate all  these  Acta  m  owa  oam^ra- 
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hensive  measure.     We  arc  grateful  to  the  j  such  advances  as   may   be  necessary  to 
Government  for  having  recognised  what  j  facilitate  the  provision  of  ranges  wherever 
has  been  so  often  impressed  on  them — that  j  they  may  be  needed.     I  do  not  think  thu 
facilities  should  be  given  for  the  training  \  Bill     will     be     worth     the    paper    on 
and  exercise  of  Volunteer  corps,  and  that '  which    it    is   printed   in  a  great  many 
no  impediment  should  be  placed  in  the  ,  parts   of    the    country   if    there  is  do 
way  of  any  of  the  great  corporations  of  j  Imperial  subvention  to  it.     I  admit  we 
the  country  advancing  money  for  such  a  i  may  do  this  as  a  matter  of  local  duty  to 
desirable,  useful,  and   patriotic   purpose.  !  a   certain   extent,   but   surely  the  main 
I  beg  to  thank  the  lion.  Gentleman  who  1  argument   we   have    to    consider  ia  the 
has  introduced    this    Bill.     I   trust  the  '■  extension  of  the  Volunteer  movement  is 
Government   will  persevere  with  it  and  '  an  effective  instrument  for  the  defence  of 
that   on   no   account   will    they   consent  I  the   country.     I   therefore  say  that  my 
to    any    modification     in   any   essential  i  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lanark 
particular.  \  was  amply  justified  in  urging  the  neces- 

|  sity  of  providing  out  of  public  funds  for 
*Mr.  GHANNING  (Northamptonshire,  I  this  purpose.  Owing  to  the  continuous 
E.) :  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  j  increase  in  land  values  it  is  impossible  fa 
this  Bill,  as  I  have  repeatedly  drawn  i  Volunteers  to  provide  these  range?  for 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  making !  themselves,  and  even  local  authorities 
provision  for  the  rifle  practice  of  the  |  may  find  it  difficult,  owing  to  the  rapidly 
Volunteers.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen-  \  increasing  value  of  land.  The  upshot 
tleman  who  has  just  spoken  speak*  on  |  therefore  will  probably  be  that  where  there 
behalf  of  a  very  wealthy  corporation,  and  ■  are  no  rich  corporations  like  Sheffield 
a  corporation  which  has  a  direct  interest  \  nothing  will  be  done  in  the  matter,  and 
in  the  Volunteer  movement.  I  do  not ;  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an  Imperial  duty 
wish  to  reflect  in  any  way  on  the  j  to  do  what  we  can  to  assist  the  Volunteer 
patriotism  of  Sheffield,  but  it  is  perfectly  i  movement.  I  have  always  fought  against 
obvious  that  in  that  corporation  there  ■  the  idea  of  treating  the  Volunteer  move- 
may  be  rather  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  j  ment  as  merely  a  means  of  providing  a 
of  the  expenditure  of  public  money  on  "certain  number  of  men  who  may  be  turned 
the  Volunteer  movement.  ]  into  useful  recruits  for  the  regular  Army. 

I  The  Volunteers  ought  to  be  treated  as  an 

Sir   HOWARD    VINCENT :  We    do  !.  integral  part  of  our  system  of  defence, 

not  make  rifles.     We  ought  to,  but  we  do  !  and  developed  on  those   lines.      Having 

not.  regard  to  these  facts,  the  plain  duty  of  the 

!  Government  is  to  introduce  a  clause  pro- 
*Mr.  GHANNING  :  Perhaps  I  may  '■  viding  that  the  Exchequer  shall  aid  the 
have  stretched  that  argument  further  \  local  authorities  in  these  matters.  So  far 
than  it  is  worth,  but  hon.  Gentlemen  will  j  as  1  am  aware,  in  the  provision  made  last 
see  that  possibly  a  corporation  like  \  year,  nothing  was  done  beyond  making  an 
Sheffield  may  have  a  motive  in  aiding  the  ;  additional  allowance  to  enable  Volunteers 


Volunteers  which  may  not  exist  in  other  j  to  attend  rifle  ranges,  and,  in  the 
parts  of  the  country.     It  seems  tome  that ;  gency  scheme  of  February  last,  aid  waste 
we  ought  to  consider  other  parts  of  the  '  be  given  as  to  transport  and  new  guns, 
country,  and  reflect  what  would  be  the  ;  but  not  as  to  ranges, 
result,  or  rather  the  failure  to  produce  j 

any  result,  of  a  Eill  like  this.     I  imagine  ;    *Coloxel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
in  many  agricultural  districts  there  will  '  Newton) :  I  hope   the  Government  will 
be  great  reluctance  to  call  upon   the  rates  ;  pass  this  Bill.     As  regards  Sheffield  and 
for  these  purposes,  and  also  in  many  of  ;  other  districts  we  must    remember  that 
the  heavily  rated  towns  throughout  the  ;  the  bulk  of  the    Volunteer  force  is  re- 
country.     What  I  have  already  said  will  \  cruited  from  such  large  centres  of  popo- 
show  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  that  I  ;  lation.     This  Bill  is  really  to  enable  local 
am    not    out     of     sympathy    with    the  ■  bodies  to  provide,  or  assist  in  providing, 
proposals  of  the  Bili,  so  far  as  they  go    rifle  ranges,  drill  halls,  and  drill  ground*, 
towards  extending  the  power  of  the  local  ]  Very  often  corporations  or  local  authori- 
authorities.     But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  ;  ties    have    the    means,  without  any  or 
proper  form  in  which  to  pass  a  Bill  of  j  with   hardly  any  expense  to  themselves, 
this  nature  would  be  to  introduce  amend- ;  to  assist  in  providing  these.     I  know  one 
ments  enabling  the  Exchequer  to  maVe '  ^ke,  ^n\\\i  >*\i\fcV  V  *xel  \wt\mately  con- 
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nected,  where  something  like  twenty  j  to  bear  a  part  of  the  cost  of  the  defence 
acres  have  teen  provided,  the  use  of  i  works.  I  know  that  that  argument  was 
which  is  to  be  given  for  drilling  the  '  used  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  I  have 
Volunteers  at  such  times  and  hours  as  '  always  thought,  although  I  have  used  it 
may  be  convenient  to  the  corporation,  i  myself,  that  it  was  an  extraordinary 
There  is  another  direction  in  which  the  I  argument  to  employ.  Probably  the  same 
Volunteer  force  may  be  assisted.  If  an  j  thing  might  be  said  of  my  hon.  friend's 
individual,  endowed  with  public  spirit,  i  indictment  of  this  Bill.  But  at  the  same 
may  assist  his  country  by  providing  rifle  !  time  I  hope  that  my  hon.  friend  will  not 
ranges  and  drill  halls,  why  should  not  the  j  divide  the  House  against  the  Bill.  I  would 
community  be  allowed,  if  they  feel  the  t  press  upon  him  this  fact,  that  the  action 
same  spirit,  to  grant  that  encouragement  i  taken  by  the  municipalities  and  public 
to  the  Volunteers  ?  It  is  thought  that  the  I  bodies  is  entirely  voluntary ;  if  they  do 
rifle  meeting  at  Bisley  this  year  has  not  j  not  choose  to  take  part  in  this  public 
been  what  it  should  be  because  the  rifle  service  to  the  Volunteers  they  need  not 
ranges  throughout  the  country  have  not  i  do  so.  That  takes  away  the  greater  part 
been  equal  to  the  requirements  of  the  !  of  the  sting  of  his  attack.  There  may  bo 
force.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  practi-  '  defects  in  the  Bill  which  can  be  cured  or 
cal  enabling  measure,  and  I  trust  that  it  i  modified,  but  in  the  main  I  think  that  the 
will  be  unanimously  and  quickly  passed  I  House  generally  will  sympathise  with  the 
through  the  House.  !  general  object   of  the   Bill.     It  is  some- 

1  what  singular  to  find  that  in  1897  this 
SiE  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  j  identical  proposal  was  put  forward  by  the 
{Stirling  Burghs) :  I  am  not  surprised  Government,  and  at  the  very  hey-day  of 
that  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  should  I  the  session  they  were  obliged  to  drop  it 
have  made  an  elaborate  onslaught  on  this  ;  owing  to  the  strong  feeling  against  it. 
Bill.  In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  is  of  a  j  This  feeling  does  not  appear  to  be 
somewhat  confused  character,  and  it  shares  I  so  strong  in  the  present  dog  days, 
the  charm  of  a  good  deal  of  the  legislation  ;  My  attitude  towards  the  Bill  I  must  con- 
to  which  we  are  accustomed  nowadays,  in  >  fesss  is  that  I  think  this  is  not  the  time 
that  it  embodies  so  much  reference  to  one  |  for  the  House  to  deal  with  a  compara- 
atatute  and  another.  There  is  so  much  j  "tively  small  matter ;  that  the  War  Office 
cryptographic  matter  in  the  whole  of  our  ]  would  be  much  better  employed  with  the 
legislation  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  |  heavy  duties  connected  with  actual  war- 
plain  men  to  understand  what  it  all  i  fare,  and  that  the  Department  might 
means ;  and  I  am  bound  to  say,  even  !  very  well  leave  these  legislative  proposals 
after  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  that ,  to  be  dealt  with  in  quieter  times.  That 
I  do  not  altogether  understand  this  Bill,  j  is  my  view,  and  it  applies  to  this  Bill  as 
At  the  same  time  my  hon.  friend  was  i  well  as  to  others.  But  the  Bill,  owing  to 
very  naturally  led  to  point  to  one  result  its  purely  voluntary  character,  is  not 
of  this  kind  of  legislation — namely,  that  likely  to  cause  any  great  injustice  in  any 
it  tends  to  place  a  portion  of  national  j  part  of  the  kingdom.  If  it  does  anything 
defence  in  a  somewhat  undue  degree  on  to  facilitate  the  training  and  increase 
certain  shoulders  while  securing  immunity  j  the  efficiency  of  the  Volunteers,  then  I 
for  others.  Sheffield  may  be  taken  as  an  j  think  that  these  are  objects  which  the 
example.  Sheffield  is  very  patriotic,  !  House  as  a  whole  will  be  ready  to  further 
enterprising,  and  enthusiastic,  and  it  is  |  and  aid. 
willing  to  spend  money  on  the  Volunteers.  > 

In  doing  this  the  town  voluntarily,  and  in  i  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  feel  I  must  ex- 
a  praiseworthy  spirit,  makes  a  contribu- ;  press  my  obligations  to  the  right  hon. 
tion  to  the  defence  of  these  islands  which  is  j  Gentleman  for  having  given  me  practi- 
greater  in  proportion  than  it  ought  to  be  I  cally  his  support  in  the  passage  of  this 
called  upon  to  pay.  The  expenses  of  the  j  measure.  I  know  that  he  includes  this 
Volunteers  ought  to  be  a  national  and  j  in  a  certain  category  of  Bills,  which  he 
Imperial  cost,  as  far  as  it  falls  upon  i  tells  us  we  ought  not  to  have  under- 
the  public  at  all,  and  not  a  local  cost,  taken  at  this  time.  He  says  these  are 
I  have  always  thought  that  it  was  rather  i  small  measures,  and  they  should  be  post- 
a  shabby  thing  to  say  to  localities,  when  |  poned  till  alter  the  war  is  over,  and 
they  were  claiming  to  be  defended  by  j  until  we  can  address  ourselves  to  the  task 
forts  and  fixed  defences,  that  they  should  |  of  making  the  British  Army  adequate  to 
mibecribe  or  shew  that  they  were  willing  I  any  calls  that  can  be  ii*»d&\vgM\A\».    \  ta 

2  K  2 


919 


Military 


{COMMONS} 


Lands  BUI. 


ft) 


mr 


legislation  of  the  character  which  has  been 
descriljcd.  It  is  true  that  the  Bill  con- 
tains a  great  deal  of  legislation  by  refe- 
rence.     It  refers  back  to   the  Military 


Ijfincls   Glauses   Compensation   Act    and 
various  others.     I  admit  that  I  have  often  . 
denounced  legislation  by  reference,  but  I 
have  become  somewhat  converted  to  the 
practice,  and  I  think  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  to   be   said   for   it.     After  all,  the 
powers    of    purchasing    and     borrowing 
possessed  by  the  local  bodies  are  familiar 
to  them  :    they  know  the  provisions   in 
the  Act  under  which  they  exercise  these 
IX) we i*s,  and  it  is  far  more  simple  to  refer 
the  authorities  back  to  the  Acts  than  to 
recite  the  same  powers  over  again.     If 
you   recite  them  over  again  you  some- 
times    raise     a     doubt.        In     law,     as 
in  travel,   the  shortest  way  is  the    way 
you  know.     If  I  am  to  meet  the  objec- 
tions uiyed  by  the  lion.  Member  for  Mid 
Lanark    I   would  only   repeat   the   argu- 
ments which  I  ventured  to  submit-  earlier 
in  the  afternoon.     I  do  not  think  that  as 
things  are  it  can  be  fairly  urged  that  the 
whole  cost  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teers should  necessarily  be  borne  by  the 
taxpayers,  ami  that   no   part  should  be 
l)orne  by  the  ratepayers.     Certainly  the 
Government,  as    representing    the    tax- 
payer,   ought    to    see   that    every   corps 
should  have  reasonable  access  to  a  nrige  ; 
but   many  corps  ami  many  councils  wish 
for    more    than   that.      They    wish   the 
annual  camp,  perhaps,  to  be  in  the  park 
near  the  town,  ami  they  wish  to  have  a 
range  near  that  park  :  and  the  mayor  and 
corporation  come  to  the  Government  and 
say  :  "  We  arc  quite  prepared  to  spend 
a  certain  amount  of  money  in  providing 
a  range  if  you  will  allow  the  Volunters 
and  the  Yeomanry  to  come  out  and  camp 
in  the  park."     There  is  the  consideration 
for  both  parties,  and  why  should  not  each 
party  pay  for   such   consideration   as   it 
asks  for  ?     I  am  authorised  by  the  Chan- 
cellor   of    the    Exchequer    to    say    that 
£70,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  will  be 
found  for  the  scheme,  and  local  autho- 
rities will  contribute  the  other  £10,000 

Mr.  JFynd/tam. 


not  think  that  argument  ought  to  weigh  j  for  advantages  received.  That  u  _. 
much.  It  reminds  me  of  a  practice  which  j  defence  of  the  principle  which  underlio 
I  myself  often  indulge  in — namely,  of  the  Bill,  and  I  must  adhere  to  my  opinion, 
putting  off  writing  letters    on    Monday  '. 

because  I  have  to  prepare  a  speech  for  ,  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  X.) :  I 
Tuesday.  The  best  way  of  placing  the  ,  observe  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Government  in  a  proper  position  to  deal  Secretary  for  War  has  sat  down  withott 
with  the  grave  questions  to  be  faced,  is  making  a  single  observation  in  regard  to 
to  pass  amending  Bills  to  ensure  perfect  i  the  charges  of  oppression  made  under  the 

Consolidating  Military  Lands  Act  in 
Ireland.  It  is  all  very  fine  for  you  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  your  own 
country,  ami  with  your  own  affaire,  tod 
Lands  Act  of  1892,  and  that  refers  to  the  )  it  is  all  very  fine  for  you  to  be  patriotic 

1 lrt   '11 -   n- — .*: —    .4^    ««^    |jUt  wny  ghould  you   rob  us?    That  a 

precisely   what  the  Military  Lands  Act 
has  done  ever  since  it  was  first  passed. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  this  is  a  ED 
which  nobody  can  understand.    Certainly 
it  is  the  first  time  I  have  known  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  have  arrived  at  a  ruling  data     j 
Bill  was  so  badly  drawn  that  the  Speaker 
could  not  understand  it.     That  is  what 
has  happened  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
and  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  should 
give  up  the  system    of    legislation  by 
reference.     I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  why 
is  it  that  in  all  the  operations  connected 
with  these  Acts  in  Ireland  a  desire  is 
evinced  to  plunder  the  people  of  the  whole 
of  the  lands  taken   tor  military  purposes, 
while  in   England  you  are  prepared  to 
give  forty  to  forty-five  years  purchase  for 
lands  similarly  acquired.     In  Ireland  the 
state  of    the    law    is    that  you  provide 
two   removable     magistrates     to    assess 
the    price    of    the    land    to    be    taken 
from  the  tenants.     You  might  as  well  if 
a  railway   company  is   to    take   land  in 
England,  appoint  two  railway  porters  ai 
random  to  fix  the  price  of  the  land  com- 
pulsorily   taken  for  the    railway.     Why 
should  we  tolerate  the  extension  of  this 
system  in  Ireland  ?    Not  long  ago  four 
square    miles     were     taken     from    the 
Curragh     of     Kildare.      That     was    an 
act      of      public      plunder,      and     the 
people   who  had   had  for  centuries  the 
lights  of  grazing  on  the  Curragh  were 
not  piid  a  single  shilling  of  compensation. 
I  suppose  that  can  be  defended  on  the 
grounds  of  public  policy  !     The  meanness 
of  the  procedure  was  also  exhibited  in  the 
case  of  the  compulsory  acquisition  of  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  Wicklow, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stuart  Moore.     I  asked 
twenty  questions   in  this  House  on  the 
subject  before  Mr.  Moore,  although  he  is 
a  Unionist,  could  get  the  compensation  to 
which  he  was  entitled.     Then  there  wis 
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•Admiralty*    The  right  of  the  tenants  to 
^eaupensation  was  to  be  decided  by  two 
Immovable  magistrates,  but  it  was  actually 
•ttbsequently  laid   down    in   a    superior ! 
that  the  Government  were  wrong  | 
that  particular  procedure,  although  no  [ 
were  given  against  the  Crown.     Is  ; 
ife  to  be  supposed   that  we  in    Ireland  ; 
should  agree  to  pass  a  measure  of  this  ' 
kind,  which  has  a  different  operation  in  ' 
Ireland  from  what  it  has  in  this  country  ? 
One  of  the  principal  clauses  of  the  Act 
was   drawn  in  consequence   of  an   Irish 
decision.     I  would  like  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  does  he  understand  Clause  6  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  does  understand  it !  Well,  I  should 
like  to  read  it  to  the  House — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  Section  2  of 
the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892,  the  period  of 
three  yean  mentioned  in  Section  123  of  the 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  shall 
be  calculated  from  the  passing  of  the  Act 
confirming  any  Provisional  Order  under  the 
Military  Lands  Act,  1892,  and  not  from  the 
passing  of  the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892." 

And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under- 
stands that  ?  Well,  I  congratulate  him. 
To  a  certain  extent  I  understand  it 
myself,  because  it  was  drawn  in  conse- 
quence of  a  decision  upon  a  point  raised 
in  Ireland  in  respect  to  the  taking  of 
land,   but    I  do    not   believe   that  any 

Srson,  except  a  specialist  like  the  hon. 
mtleman  upon  this  point,  could  under- 
stand that  section.  One  would  gather 
from  the  Bill  that  it  does  not  apply  to 
Ireland,  because  it  begins  by  saying,  "In 
the  application  to  Scotland  the  following 
provision  shall  have  effect."  There  is  not 
a  word  about  Ireland.  It  deals  entirely 
with  Volunteers,  and  as  there  are  no 
Volunteers  in  Ireland  one  would  natur- 
ally assume  that  it  did  not  apply  to  Ire- 
land. But  the  proposition  I  would  make 
is  this.  Give  us  back  trial  by  jury  when 
you  take  our  land  for  military  purposes. 
We  do  not  want  our  lands  to  be  taken  at 
all,  but  if  you  do  take  them  do  not  take 
them  at  twenty  years  purchase  as  you 
have  done  in  the  past,  take  them  at 
thirty-five  years  purchase.  Let  us  have 
the  benefit  of  English  arbitration  with  its 
10  per  cent.  Give  us  back  the  old  right 
we  had  ten  vears  aeo,  when  land  was 
taken  under  the  Lands  Clauses  Act — the 
power  to  traverse  before  a  jury.  I  notice 
that  whenever  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  is  re- 
ferred to  in  this  case  it  is  the  English 


Lands  Clauses  Act  and  not  the  Irish  Lands 
Clauses  Act  at  all.  Is  it  a  fact  that 
you  are  not  going  to  take  three  square 
miles  of  land  at  Glenbeigh  such 
as  you  stated  you  would  take 
from  the  county  council  because,  if  it  is, 
why  do  you  not  write  a  letter  to  the 
county  council  saying  that  the  land  is 
no  longer  necessary,  and  ease  the  minds 
of  these  poor  people  who  are  expecting 
to  be  evicted  ?  Have  you  done  so  ?  It 
was  not  done  up  to  Saturday.  You  have 
not  had  the  courtesy  to  do  that.  No 
doubt,  in  this  House,  Ministers  can  be 
courteous  when  they  think  their  whole 
time  will  be  taken  up ;  but  go  down  to 
Glenbeigh  when  they  are  beginning  gun 
practice  and  laying  their  big  guns — there 
we  get  scant  courtesy.  No  human  being 
is  allowed  to  show  his  nose  in  the  whole 
of  that  magnificent  glen,  which  has  been 
taken  from  us.  The  offers  made  upon 
which  you  take  the  land  of  Ireland  do 
not  show  the  consideration  which  you 
show  in  England.  You  select  any  part  of 
the  country  which  pleases  you  ;  you  do  not 
care  a  button  for  the  people  or  their 
struggling  sons,  or  whether  it  is  a  pleasure 
ground  like  the  Curragh,  which  you  took. 
If  it  pleases  you,  you  take  it.  I  can  quite 
understand  that  if  you  occasionally  pur- 
chased as  much  as  a  pocket-handkerchief 
for  your  troops  in  Ireland,  the  objection 
would  not  be  so  great ;  but  you  do  not. 
The  whole  of  your  military  system  is 
supplied  from  this  country  ;  of  the 
£50,000,000  you  have  spent  for  South 
Africa,  not  a  farthing  has  been  spent  in 
Ireland;  you  have  not  bought  so  much 
as  a  biscuit.  Then  why  should  you  buy 
Irish  land  so  cheap  1  Give  us  back  our 
trial  by  jury.  Give  us  the  privilege 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himself  enjoyed,  of  selling  land  at  thirty- 
five  years  purchase.  We  shall  move 
to  this  Bill  Amendments  restoring  the 
procedure  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Act,  and 
endeavour  to  give  the  people  of  Ireland 
some  of  the  protection  which  it  is  desired 
to  give.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  us 
what  Government  is  in  power  in  Ireland. 
If  Ireland  was  invaded  by  the  Chinese 
or  the  Turks  it  could  not  be  governed 
in  a  worse  manner  than  it  is  by  the 
system  which  you  have  forced  upon  us,  and 
which  has  been  a  curse  to  us  from  the 
first  day  you  landed  on  our  shores. 

Mr.  JASPER  MORE  (Shropshire, 
Ludlow)  said  that  the  owners  of  the  land 
at  Kilworth,  taken  for  military  purposes, 
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were  perfectly   satisfied  with  the  price  . 
paid  by  the  Government.  j 

Sik     JAMES      JOICEY      (Durham,  I 
Chester-le-Street)  confessed  his  inability  to  \ 
fully  comprehend  all  the  clauses  of  the  Bill, 
but  to  the  object  of  it  he  gave  his  general  \ 
support.      The  company  with  which  he  ; 
was  associated  had  always  taken  a  very 
great  interest  in  the  Volunteer  movement, 
and  they  had  a  great  many  in  their  em- 
ploy   who     were  Volunteers,   and   they  '. 
found  that  owing  to  the  habits  of  disci-  . 
pline  which  they  acquired  they  made  the 
best  workmen.     It  was  a  scandal  that  the  '• 
burden  of  supporting  such  a  magnificent ! 
institution  should  be  allowed  to  fall  upon  ■ 
individuals,    and    he    was   not   satisfied ! 
with     the     Bill     as     it       stood,      and  ■ 


it  was  possible  that  he  would  sap- 
port  some  of  the  Amendments  which 
would  be  moved  in  the  course  of  the 
Committee  stage,  as  he  was  somewhat 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  the  local  authori- 
ties having  the  power  to  ■  take  any  land 
they  might  consider  suitable  for  rifle 
ranges.  There  'was  a  considerable 
element  of  danger  in  rifle  ranges,  and  he 
thought  some  safeguards  ought  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Bill  to  insure  that  any 
land  that  might  be  taken  for  rifle  ranges 
would  be  taken  in  such  places  as  would 
reduce  the  element  of  danger  to  the 
public  as  much  as  possible. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided: — Ayes,     186; 
Noes,  47.     (Division  List  No.  230.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allaopp,  Hon.  George 
Asquith,  Kt  Hn.  HerbertHenry 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bail  he,  Jamea  E.  B.(  Inverness 
Balfour,  lit.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry.RtHnAH  Smith-iHunts 
Biirtley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach.Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Onne 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bo  wles.T.  Gibson(  King'sLy  nn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson.  Kt.  1  Ion. SirEd ward H. 
Cavendish,  V. C.  W. ( Derbysh. ) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord*  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Kt .  H on. .1 .  ( Bir. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leijrh 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colien,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.H.  A  thole 
Cooke,  C.  W.  Radcline(  Heref  d 
Cornwallis,FiennesStiinley  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  ( 'harles 
Davies,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan  ; 

Mr.  Jasper  More. 


AYES. 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield-  \ 
Dilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Don  kin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evans,SirFrancisH.  (South' ton 
Fellowes,  Hun.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Einlay,  Sir  Kolnjrt  Bannatyne 
Fir  bank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Garlit,  William 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gorst,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton,  Kt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,Kt.  Hon.  KobertWm. 
Haslett,  Sir  .James  Horner 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
H  eilder  wick,  Thomas  Chas.  H . 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hod^e,  K.  Trotter 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  William  H. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jones.  David  BrynmortSw'ns'a 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henrv 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( \orks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Edw.  H. 
Leigh- Bennett.  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Swan8'a 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  K. 
Iioder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Lonsdale,  Jolin  Brownlee 


Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lowther,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Mac!  lire,  Sir  John  William 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Ewan,  William 
Mlver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh^". 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire* 
Mendl,  Sigi-miunde  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Thro^morton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  Jame* 
Montagu,  SirSamuel  ( Whitec'l) 
More,  R.  Jasoer  (Shropshire; 
Morgan,  Hn.  Y  red.(  MonnTtb«h 
Morrison,  James  A.  (Wilts.  S. 
Morton.  Arthur  H.  A  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Kt.Hon.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath! 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian" 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill.  Hon.  Robert  Tonem 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Philipjw,  Jolin  Wynford 
Phil  1  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pil  k  ingtou,  K.  ( Lanes.  Newton) 
Piatt- Higgin*,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Kt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Remnant,  James  Farquharoon 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 


Volunteers 

,  Herbert  { Hackney) 

~ai»  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
nnel,  H.  S.  (Liniehouse) 
:;    j&uly*,  Lieut.- Col.  T.  Myles 
J*L  "fiw'0fy»  s*r  Joseph 
[ftAupe,  William  Edward  T. 
j£»»w-Stewart,M.H.(Kenfrew)  , 
3?«falMQn,  Sir  Harrington  j 

"%  v5Biith,Janie><Parker(Lanark8)  ! 
— ■  g«rith,Hon.  \V.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
■•amen,  Arthur  Wellesley 
8f*acer,  Ernest 
.  8tanley,SirHenryM.(Lambeth 
r      Btaadnian,  William  Charles 
9tewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 
Allison,  Rol>ert  Andrew 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Blake,  Edward 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Barns,  John 
Baxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Ciombie,  John  William 
Doogan,  P.  €. 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John  ( Carlo w) 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
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Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin  , 

Strachey,  Edward  j 

Talbot,  lit.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUni. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson, Win.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charle9  Philips        I 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest  •' 

Vincent,Col.SiiCEH(Sheffield  \ 
Wallace,  Robert  i 

Walf)n,JohnLawson(Le^d8S.)  i 
Warde,Lieut. -Col. C. E. (Kent)  ( 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunt,n 
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Wrelby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Wharton, Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
WThiteley,H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Birni.) 
Willoughy  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,RtHon  E.K.(Bath 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Youug, Commanded  Berks,  E.) 
Tellers   for   the   Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond   an<: 

Mr.  Anstrutner. 


Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley)      I 
Joicey,  Sir  James  ; 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.  (Qn'sC. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee.  Ricliard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  V\rilliam 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Fickers^ill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich(Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

VOLUNTEERS  BILL  [Lords.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  \V.  Lowtheii,  Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith, in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  :  — 

Captaix  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire), 
said  that  upon  the  Amendment  which 
was  down  on  the  Paper  in  his  name 
it  was  not  necessary  to  reiterate  the 
arguments  that  were  adduced  against 
the  Bill  on  the  Second  Reading.  He 
had  hoped  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  seen  his  way  not  to  have 
proceeded  with  this  Bill  at  all  this 
session.  He  had  no  desire  to  im- 
pede any  measure  which  could  be 
shown  to  be  useful  to  the  Volunteer 
or  military  forces  of  the  country,  but 
the  change  which  was  proposed  in  this 
clause  was  far  greater  than  any  which 
had  on  the  two  previous  occasions  been 
suggested,  in  principle  if  not  in  words. 
On  both  those  occasions  the  matter  had 


been  considered  and  the  proposal  was  not 
pressed.  Upon  the  present  occasion  the 
suggestion  was  that  the  same  words  should 
be  used  in  the  case  of  the  Volunteer  Act 
as  were  used  in  the  Militia  and  the  Re- 
serve Forces  Acts  which  regulate  the 
calling  out  of  those  forces.  But  the 
Volunteer  force  was  upon  an  entirely 
different  footing.  The  Volunteers  were 
entirely  for  homo  defence,  and  the  Militia 
and  Army  Reserve,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
supplement  and  strengthen  the  first  line 
of  defence  of  the  country,  could  not  be 
considered  in  any  way  to  be  in  the  same 
category  as  the  Volunteers.  The  object 
of  the  clause  was  to  apply  the  words 
which  were  used  in  the  Acts  governing 
those  forces  to  the  use  of  the  Volunteer 
Act.  The  words  "  actual  or  apprehended 
invasion"  covered  every  possible  emer- 
gency for  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
call  out  the  Volunteers,  at  least  there  was 
no  evidence  to  the  contrary.  There  was 
evidence  that  the  words  were  considered 
from  that  point  of  view  when  the  Volun- 
teer Act  of  1863  was  brought  in,  and 
evidence  had  been  adduced  in  the 
debate  upon  the  National  Defence 
Act  of  1888,  and  also  in  the  discussion 
which  took  place  in  1895,  in  the  direction 
of  showing  that  after  full  consideration  it 
was  decided  and  determined  that  those 
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words  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  change  I  Government    of    1895,  even  liter  cn- 
were  the  most  appropriate  words  for  the  |  sideration  of  the   subject  by  the  On- 
Volunteer  Act,  and  therefore  should  never  \  mittee  which  sat  in   the  previous  ywt 
be  changed.      The  first  attempt  to  alter  j  There  was  every  evidence  to  show  that 
the  position  of  the  Volunteer  force  in  i  the    Government   of  that  day  and  the 
recent  years  was  in  the  National  Defence  j  Financial  Secretary  had  considered  what 
Bill  of    1888.     That  contained  a  clause  j  steps  they  should  take,  and  how  farther 
which  practically  applied  to  the  Volun-  j  should  go  in  regard  to  laying  further 
teer  force  the  Militia  Act.       Any  one  re- !  liabilities  on   the  Volunteer  force.    On 
f  erring  to  the  discussion  upon  the  mea-  ]  that  subject  the  then  Under  Secretary  for 
sure  would  find  that  the  wishes  of  the  i  War  said — 

Government  then  were  precisely  the  same  !  u  The  Secretary  of  State,  after  consulting 
as  they  were  now— namely,  to  apply  the  I  bin  advisers,  especially  those  re*pon*iUe  for 
\r;i;+;~  \„+  ^  4.urt  v~i.,«*™o  rr\**  ™.^  !  the  administration  of  the  reserve  forces,  eta* 
Militia  Act  to  the  Volunteers       The  pro-    to  the  wmclnsion  that  it  would  ^  hexpe&tt 

posals  received  considerable  discussion  in  .  ^  render  the  Volunteers  liable  to  be  calU 
this  House,  and  exception  to  those  words  j  upon  except   in   the    most    urgent 
was  taken  by  the  late  Sir  E.  Hamlin,  who    stances." 


pointed  out  that  there  was  no  utility  in 
suggesting  that  there  might  be  other  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  Volunteers  might 
be  required,  because  those  were  not 
circumstances  which  were  applicable  to 
the  Volunteers,  though  they  might  be  to 
the  Militia  and  Army  Reserve  forces.  It 
was  necessary  to  recollect  that  the  Volun- 
teers were  for  home  defence,  and  it  was 
only  for  that  purpose  that  that  force  was 
to  be  regarded.  He  pointed  out  the  great 
danger  which  might  arise  as  to  the 
efficiency,  strength  and  popularity  of  the 
Volunteers  if  without  very  deliberate 
and  careful  consideration  the  burden 
of  liability  upon  them  was  increased. 
It  could  not  be  too  strongly  em- 
phasised that  the  Volunteer  force  de- 
pended for  its  strength  upon  its  popu- 
larity, consisting  as   it   did  of  civilians 


He  went  on  to  say  that  it  appeared  veiy 
important  to  the  Government  that  ihey 
should  preserve  the  voluntary  character 
of  the  Volunteer  force,  and  that  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  should  be 
required  to  render  military  service  should 
be  restricted.  The  Government  of  1895 
proposed  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  should  be  empowered  to  accept 
service  on  the  part  of  individuals  or 
any  part  of  a  corps  "  in  case  of  imminent 
national  danger  or  emergency."  That  was 
the  extent  to  which  they  were  prepared 
to  go.  On  that  occasion  the  Liberal 
Government  received  the  support  of  more 
than  one  distinguished  Volunteer  officer 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Lewes  cordially  sup- 
ported his  right;  hon.  friend  the  Financial 
Secretary  in  the  action  that  the  Govern- 


w ho  had  to  depend  for  their  living  upon  |  ment  then  took  in  this  most  important 
their  daily  work,  and  an  irreparable  j  matter,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Here- 
injury  might  be  done  to  the  force  if  the  j  ford,  who  took  part  in  the  debate,  heartily 
great  burden  of  the  Militia  service  was  endorsed  the  policy  of  the  Government 
laid  upon  them.  The  result  of  the  dis- 1  in  proceeding  cautiously  and  tentatively  in 
cussion  in  1888  was  that  the  proposal !  regard  to  the  laying  of  further  liabilities 
was  dropped  because  it  received  so  little  |  on  the  Volunteers.  He  did  not  know  what 
encouragement  in  this  House.  The  next  |  might  be  the  opinion  of  those  hon.  Gentle- 
occasion  on  which  this  matter  came  before  !  men  at  the  present  time.  He  was  per- 
the  House  was  in  connection  with  the  :  fectly  certain  there  would  be  very  littfc 
Bill  of  1895.  That  Bill  was  one  of  the  !  difficulty  on  either  side  in  proceeding  to 
consequences  of  the  Committee  to  :  the  consideration  of  any  careful  scheme 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  that  might  render  the  Volunteer  service 
Secretary  for  War  alluded  on  the  Second  more  efficient,  but  he  thought  it  was 
Heading  of  this  Bill.  The  Committee  ■  greatly  to  be  regretted,  at  this  time  of 
sat     in     1894,     under    the     presidency    the  session,  that  this  proposal  should  be 


of  the  Financial  Secretary  of  the  War 
Office  of  the  late  Government,  and  con- 
sidered a  number  of  matters  in  connection 
with  the  Volunteers.  To  make  a  long 
story  short,  just  as  the  Government  of 
1888  refused  to  proceed  in  the  direction 
contemplated   by   this  Bill,  so    did    the  j 

Captain  Sinclair. 


brought  forward,  especially  when  thev 
rememl>ered  that  it  was  a  proposal  whicn 
had  not  l>een  definitely  made  in  terms 
before,  and  the  tendency  of  which  had 
been  rejected,  not  by  one,  but  by  two 
Governments.  He  hoped  that  even  now 
it  might  seem  to   the  Government  un- 
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able  to  proceed  with  this  particular 

What  he  wanted  to  point  out 

this   occasion  was  that  in  a  matter 

with    the     Volunteer    force — 

its  whole  position  and  status, 

1  increasing  the  liability  to  service — in 

%M*  humble  judgment  the  Bill  was  not 

^lightened  by  the  dropping  of  the  latter 

^■■jart.       It    was   quite   natural   that  the 

"  Government  should  decide  to  drop  that 

part,  considering  the  welcome  it  received 

^  hat  week       The  first  clause  was  a  pro- 

;  t  {B**l  to  increase  the  obligations  of  the 

p»   Volunteer  force.      If  that  were  wise,  he 

|l  was  sure  that  the  Committee  on  a  future 

T  occasion   would  be  quite  ready  to  con- 

.    aider  it;   but  it  seemed  to  him,  seeing 

'    that  proposals  having  a  similar  tendency 

had  been  rejected  before,  undesirable  on 

this  occasion  that  they  should   proceed 

any  further  with  this  measure.  He  moved 

to  leave  out  Clause  1. 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  1 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  For  my 
own  part  I  can  say,  as  one  who  has  been 
connected  for  many  years  with  the 
Volunteers,  and  as  representing  my  own 
regiment,  that  I  think  this  change  sug- 
gested by  the  Government  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  country. 
The  Volunteer  Act  of  1863  only  provided 
for  the  calling  out  of  the  Volunteers  in 
case  of  actual  invasion.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  moved  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  clause  has  served  for  a  con- 
siderable period  in  the  Army,  and  must 
know  that  if  the  Government  delay  call- 
ing out  the  Volunteers — 230,000  men — 
to  repel  invasion  until  a  hostile  fleet  is 
actually  off  the  coast,  or  the  enemy  has 
actually  set  foot  on  our  shores,  it  will  be 
too  late  to  render  any  effective  service ; 
and  it  has  been  long  felt  not  only  by  the 
Volunteers  and  their  commanding  officers, 
but  by  the  great  mass  of  the  force,  that 
they  will  be  prevented  from  giving  effec- 
tive service  to  the  country,  which  it  is 
their  desire  to  give,  not  only  in  the  event 
of  the  country  being  in  grave  difficulty, 
but  especially  in  the  event  of  inva- 
sion, if  their  services  are  not  utilised 
until  actual  invasion  has  occurred. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  is  correct 
in  a  certain  part  of  the  historical  retro- 
spect which  he  gave.  It  is  true  that  Mr. 
Stanhope  was  much  impressed  with  the 
necessity  for  something  being  done,  and  a 


'  Bill  was  brought  forward  in  the  session  of 
;  1888.     There  was  a  certain  amount  of 
;  opposition.     There  was  a  great  deal  of 
;  business  remaining  undischarged,  and  in 
,  the  circumstances  it  seemed  desirable  that 
\  the  Bill  should  be  dropped,  but  there  was 
j  no  serious  opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of 
!  the  great  mass  of  the  Volunteer  force.     I 
I  have  the  clearest  recollection  of  what  took 
i  place.     In  1894  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
!  the    Leader     of     the    Opposition,    then 
j  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  assented  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
j  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Volunteer 
Acts  and  the  legal  condition  and  status  of 
■  Volunteers    serving    under  those    Acts. 
j  The   Financial   Secretary    of     the    War 
j  Office,    the    Member    for    Hanley,    was 
I  chairman   of   that   Committee.     The   re- 
;  commendation   of    the   Committee   upon 
1  this  particular  matter  was  in  consonance 
j  with  the  unanimous  agreement  as  to  the 
j  great  desirability   of   these   words  being 
:  altered.     For  my  own  part,  I  think  if  the 
j  Government  is  to  blame  it  is  to  blame  for 
j  not  introducing  a  measure   of  this  sort 
before.     I  regret  that  Mr.  Stanhope  did 
;  not  press  the  measure  forward.      It  is  no 
:  use  introducing  these  measures  unless  the 
|  Government  intends  to  use  its  majority 
i  to  give  effect  to  them.      I  earnestly  hope 
|  that  my  hon.  friend  will  not  be  deterred 
by  any  sign  of  opposition,  but  will  perse- 
vere wit  h  this  measure.      I  have  got  up 
to  give  the  views  of  the  Volunteers.    The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  affected  to  speak 
for  the  Volunteers   It  is  desirable  that  those 
who  speak  for  the  Volunteers  should  qualify 
themselves  by  going  through  the  service. 
My  hon.  friend  who  proposed  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  clause  said  he  greatly  feared  it 
would   have  a  prejudicial   effect  on  the 
recruiting  for  the  Volunteer  force.     He 
will    admit,    I    think,    that   I  am  very 
largely  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
force,  and  that  it  is  not  at  all   likely  I 
should   advocate  a  change  which  would 
entail  an   extra  burden    on   those   with 
whom  I  am  so  closely  associated.     I  can 
assure  you  that  the  Volunteers  thoroughly 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  section, 
and    the  great    mass  of  them — although 
among  such  a  body  as  230,000  men  some 
may  fear  it  will  impose  increased  liability 
upon  them — think  the  proposed  change 
absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests   of 
national    defence.  m    That    being    so,     I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  Government  having 
seen  fit  to  introduce  this   measure,  will 
place  it  this  year  upon  the  Statute-book. 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : :  friend  will  consider  of  some  authority. 
I  cannot  speak,  as  my  hon.  friend  does,  in  I  do  not  think  the  Queen's  Edinburgh 
the  name  of  all  the  Volunteers.  Let  us  .  Volunteers  a  verjr  bad  corps  among  ill 
hope  that  he  will  not  regard  with  superior  I  the  distinguished  corps  in  the  Volunteer 
contempt,  which  he  does  not  always  dis-  service,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
play,  those  who  happen  to  differ  from 
him.  He  spoke  with  something  like  con- 
tempt of  hon.  Members  in  some  parts  of 
this  House  who  ventured  to  contest  his 
doctrine  as  to  what  the  Volunteers 
throughout  the  country  desire.     Wo  all 


know  that  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  is  a 
distinguished  Volunteer,  but  T  know 
many  cases  where  Volunteers  differ  in 
opinion,  and  where  he  is  in  a  minority, 
On  this  occasion  I  cannot  accept  his 
pontifical  assertion  as  absolutely  conclu- 
sive in  the  matter.  This  is  a  clause  we 
all  thought,  and  1  in  the  innocence  of  my 
heart  thought,  was  a  comparatively  harm- 
less clause  :  but  I  have  since  looked  a  little 
more  closely  into  the  matter,  and  I  find 
that  although  on  the  first  blush  it  rmy 
seem  to  be  very  much  the  same  thing  to 
talk  of  u  actual  or  apprehended  invasion 
of  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom " 
and  "  imminent  national  danger  or  great 
emergency,''  yet  there  has  been  found  in 
these  words  a  difference  which  deserves  to 
l>e  maintained.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to  the  speech  made  in  the  discus- 
sion in  1SS7  by  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Hamley.  Ho  was  a  distinguished  soldier, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  on 
military  questions  from  the  constitutional 
point  of  view  we  have  had  in  my  time  in 
the  House,  and  he  was  emphatically  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  almost  fatal  to 
the  character  of  the  Volunteer  force  if 
you  were  to  alter  these  won  Is.  The 
Volunteer  fore*;  is  purely  raised  and 
maintained  for  domestic  defence. 


Sik  1IOWAKI)  YIXCEXT: 

11,000  at  the  front. 


There  an; 


Sik  Ffv CAMPBKLLBAXXEKMAX : 
Not  as  Volunteers.  They  have  entered 
into  a  new  engagement.  There  is  not  a 
single  Volunteer  serving  out  of  the 
country,  and  such  a  thing  has  never  been 
contemplated,  and  you  can  see  the  eon- 
fusion  we  would  get  into  if  you  did  not 
keep  up  a  distinction  between  the  forces. 
What  would  be  the  distinction  Ixstween 
the  Militia  and  the  Volunteers  if  you 
abolished  the  present  distinction  ?  Here  I 
am  reminded  of  a  pamphlet  or  paper  which 
I  read  at  the  time.  It  was  called,  "  A  Dis- 
cussion held  by  a  Body  of  Volunteer 
Officers,"  whom  I  think  my  hon.  and  gallant 


present  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  Lord  Kings- 
burgh,  formerly  Mr.  Macdonald,  ic  a 
mean  authority  on  the  subject  At  a 
discussion  in  connection  with  the  East  of 
Scotland  Tactical  Society  on  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  to  which  reference  hu 
been  made,  they  scouted  the  proposal  to 
substitute  a  vague  term  for  an  exact  term. 
Colonel  J.  B.  Sutherland  said — 

"  Under  these  conditions,  and  with  the  pro- 
posed altered  phraseology,  the  Volunteer 
forces  mi^ht  conceivably  be  called  upon  to 
perforin  garrison  duties  at  home  when  there 
was  no  prospect  of  either  actual  or  appre- 
hended invasion.  I  venture  to  think  that  th'» 
is  no  part  of  the  tin  ties  of  the  Volunteer  force. 
if  garrison  duties  are  to  be  performed  in  order 
to  .  relieve  the  Regular  forces,  the>e  dntiet 
should  be  performed  by  the  Militia,  and  if  the 
Militia  is  not  strong  enough  for  the  parpoie. 
the  authorities  have  the  remedy  in  their  own 
hands  by  enforcing  compulsory  sen-ice  in  the 
Militia. h 


Sir  HOWAKD   VINCENT: 
ask  the  date  of  that  Keport  1 


Marl 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX: 
It  was  1895.  This  distinction  that  the 
Volunteers  are  not  to  he  called  upon  for 
actiuil  military  service  except  under  the 
threat  of  immediate  invasion  is  not  a 
mere  fancy,  not  a  mere  phantasmal  case 
to  make  a  distinction  between  one 
and  another.  It  rests  upon  this — What 
would  happen  if  there  was  an  actual  or 
immediately  impending  invasion?  All 
the  business  of  the  country  would  come 
to  a  standstill,  and  those  men  who  are 
Volunteers  would  be  free,  without  loss  of 
professional  or  commercial  position.  W 
take  part  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
At  this  same  symposium  which  I  have 
quoted,  Captain  Hunter  said-  - 

"The  main  difficulty  of  the  question  lie* in 
this  double  individuality  which  each  Volunteer 
possesses.  A  regular  soldier,  no  matter  what- 
his  rank,  has  one  individuality  and  one  only: 
and  it  is  in  bis  military  capacity  that 
he  earns  his  livelihood.  L  on  the  other 
band,  am  two  distinct  and  neparate  in- 
dividuals ;  I  am  Mr.  Hunter,  chartered 
accountant,  and  I  am  also  Captain  Hunter, 
but  Mr.  Hunter  is  of  vastly  greater  ini- 
|K>rtunce  to  me  than  Captain  Hunter  is.  It  it 
in  my  civil  can  icity  that  I  earn  my  livelihood, 
and  I  have  only  engaged  to  undertake  military 
service  when,  liy  *  actual  or  apprehended  in- 
vasion '  the  country  shall  have  been  reduced  to 
such  a  state  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  cucry  o\\   \\y$    y^^^um1*      If    the   Com- 
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a  proposals  are  carried  oat,  I  shall  find 
liable  to  military  service  under  con- 
where  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  me 
urying  on  my  civil  occupation." 

b  a  view  which  will  no  doubt  occur 
ny  Volunteers.  That  is  the  ground 
ich  it  is  urged  that  a  change  of  this 
lthough  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
[ember  for  Central  Sheffield  does 
tlieve  it,  may  prejudicially  affect  the 
ting  for  the  Volunteers.  Here  are 
Dras  used  by  one  of  the  greatest 
■ities  on  the  subject — 

igadier-General  Macdonald,  C.B.,  in 
the  discussion,  said  that  he  was  strongly 
ion  that  the  liability  for  service,  as  at 
j  provided  for,  was  quite  sufficient,  and 
le  proposal  to  alter  the  words  '  actual  or 
.ended  invasion '  to  '  imminent  national 

or  great  emergency,'  was  in  all  respects 
rise  one.  If  the  words  suggested  were 
d  there  might  be  rashness  on  the  part 
itary  authorities  at  any  time  in  calling 
>  Volunteers.  His  feeling  arose  mainly 
this,  that  they  were  substituting  for 
!  which  had  certain  and  definite  mean- 
ords  which  had  uncertain  and  indefinite 
igB.  *  Imminent  national  danger '  and 
emergency*  were  phrases  of  very  un- 

import,  under  which  the  Volunteers 
be  called  upon  to  do  duties  differing 
aterially  from  those  contemplated  under 
istitution  of  the  force." 

>nt  on  to  say  that  it  might  preju- 
y  affect  the  position  of  the  force. 
>t  think  these  are  opinions  of  Volun- 
deserving  to  be  cast  aside,  even  on 
gh  authority  of  my  hon.  and  gallant 
When  I  heard  him  lay  down  the 

so  peremptory  a  manner  I  thought , 
he  sooner  I  addressed   the    Com-  i 

the  better.  One  point  which  the 
Gentleman  urged  in  commending 
ause  to  the  House  the  other  day  on 
jcond  Reading  was  that  we  got  rid 

awkward  and  inconvenient  neces- 
»r  a  proclamation.  But  a  proclama- 
is  required  for  calling  out  the 
res  or  embodying  the  Militia ;  so 
ne  more  will  not  matter.     I  do  not 

there   is   much   force   in  that.     I 

urge  on  the  Committee  not  to  make 
lange  now — a  change  which  has 
repudiated  by  the  House  on  more 
one  occasion,  which  has  been  con- 
id  by  high  authorities,  although,  of 
,  not  so  high  as  my  hon.  and  gallant 
—a  change  of  which  we  cannot  at 
t  quite  fathom  and  measure  the 
,te  effect.  What  is  the  necessity 
3  Bill  ? 

HOWARD  VINCENT :  The  Bill 
en  recommended  by  the  Committee 
ited  by  the  late  Government. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
But  who  were  the  Committee  1 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Your 
own  Financial  Secretary  was  the  chair- 
man of  it. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Hanley, 
who  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  was 
only  the  bottle-holder  to  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  who  inspired  it  with 
energy  and  enthusiasm,  and  at  whose 
suggestion  it  was  appointed.  He  deserves 
all  the  credit,  and  I  hope  he  will  receive 
none  of  the  blame,  for  what  it  has  done. 
The  words  which  it  is  proposed  to  alter 
maintain  the  old  character  of  the  Volun- 
teer force,  on  which  all  the  legislation 
with  regard  to  them  is  founded,  and  they 
ought  not  to  be  altered  even  under  the 
influence  of  the  captivating  arguments  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  confess  that  I 
have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition with  amazement.  On  Wednesday 
last  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  welcomed 
this  proposal  amid  unanimous  cheers  from 
all  parts  of  the  House. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
"Welcomed"  is  a  strong  word.  I  was 
directing  my  fire  against  another  proposal, 
and  I  said  of  this  one  some  words  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  comparatively  acceptable. 
But  I  have  since  looked  into  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  acceptance  was  so  warm  that 
I,  at  all  events,  mistook  it  for  welcome. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  since  come 
upon  a  debate  of  a  somewhat  academic 
character  which  took  place  in  1895,  and 
he  now  presents  his  own  Financial 
Secretary,  not  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  this  subject,  but  as 
bottle-holder  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Central  Sheffield.  That  may  be  enough 
excuse  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
right-about  turn,  but  the  Government, 
who  are  responsible  for  this  Bill,  which 
they  believe  to  be  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  Volunteers,  and  to  be  generally 
welcomed  by  them,  will  do  their  best  to 
see  it  passed  this  session.  All  are  agreed 
that  the  Volunteers  exist  to  repel  inva- 
sion. The  only  point  is  whether  Her 
Majesty  is  bound  to  declare  to  the  whole 
world  by  proclamation  that  she    appre- 
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hends  invasion,  at  a  time  when  diplomacy 
is  at  its  last  gasp.     What  I  said  the  other 
day — and  I  am  bound  to  repeat  my  argu- 
ment— was  that  when  a  foreign  ambas- 
sador accredited  to    this   Court  was    in 
daily  and  hourly  conference  with  our  own 
Foreign  Secretary,  was  not  the  time  Her 
Majesty  should  be  made  to  proclaim  with 
her  own  mouth  that  she  apprehends  in- 
vasion.    Of  course  it  will  not  be  done. 
Everybody  knows   that  no  Government 
would  issue  that  proclamation,  which  is 
so  different   from   other    proclamations, 
precisely  because  it  contains  these  words, 
which  would  be  so  inopportune.      That 
is  why  we  propose  that  the  terms  should 
be  amended.    If  that  be  true — and  I  think 
it  was  generally  said  the  other  day — it 
follows    that    no    step    could   be   taken 
to  put  the  Volunteers  into  a  position  to  ! 
repel  invasion  until  invasion  had    taken  ! 
place.     I   say  again,  as  I  said  on  Wed-  j 
nesday  last,  that  no  War  Office,  after  any  ! 
amount  of  re-organisation,  could  turn  the  ! 
Volunteers  into  a  field  Army,  with  trans-  ; 
port  and  supplies,  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  or  forty-eight  hours.      It  could  not  j 
be  done  in  less  than  two  or  three  weeks.  \ 
If  this  change  should  be  refused,  then  all  : 
the  money  spent  on  the  Volunteers    is  j 
wasted,  and  the  Volunteers    are    being  ; 
made  fools  of.      We  have  heard  it   said  j 
that  the  military  authorities  will  call  out  j 
the  Volunteers  rashly.       The    military  ] 
authorities  will  not  call  them  out  at  all  : 
unless  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government.  ; 
To  call  them  out  would  cost  for  the  first  ■ 
month  £2,500,000  in  pay  and  allowances  , 
alone,  while  each  ensuing  month   would 
cost  £1,570,000.     If  the  cost  of  transport 
and  provisions  and  equipment  is   added, 
the  lirst  month   would  cost  £4,000,000. 
I  have  no  fear  that  any  Government  will 
rashly  authorise   that   expenditure.        I 
believe  that  if  this    alteration   is    made 
other   Governments   will   follow  in    the 
steps  of  all  Governments  who  have  pre- 
sided over  the  destinies  of  this  country, 
and  will  not  incur  that  charge  until  it  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  agree  to  some  extent  that  this 
Bill  is  a  useful  measure,  but  the  importance 
of  it  has  been  exaggerated.  I  am  sure  if 
we  were  in  the  peculiar  position  of  being 
on  the  verge  of  invasion  it  would  make 
very  little  difference  whether  the  Volun- 
teers were  called  out  in  consequence  of 
"  imminent   national  danger"  or  "  appre- 

J/r.  JFyndham. 


hended  invasion."  The  nation  would  be 
perfectly  well  aware  of  the  reason  vfo 
they  were  called  out.  I  do  not,  myself, 
think  very  much  of  the  argument  that 
the  character  of  the  Volunteer  force 
would  be  changed  if  the  Bill  passed  into 
law.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  force  an 
changed  considerably  during  the  last  far 
years.  When  it  was  first  established  the 
greater  part  of  the  force  were  in  the 
position  described  by  Captain  Hunter  in 
the  speech  which  was  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition ;  but  within  the  last  few  jean 
a  great  number  of  the  men  who  hare 
joined  the  force  really  belong  to  the  Militia. 
They  have  joined  the  Volunteer  force 
because  it  is  the  easier  force — because 
more  amusement  can  be  obtained  oat  of 
it,  and  they  are  taken  away  from  their 
work  less.  What  is  really  wanted  is  not 
so  much  a  measure  of  this  kind — although 
I  shall  vote  for  it — as  such  a  training  of 
the  whole  Volunteer  force  that  when  t 
national  emergency  does  arise  those  who 
volunteer  for  that  force  will  be  of  imme- 
diate use.  The  first  object  of  the  War 
Office  ought  to  be  to  furnish  us  with  a 
Volunteer  force  that  is  thoroughly 
effective,  so  that  when  men  volunteer  for 
active  service  they  may  be  of  use  at  once, 
If  some  system  of  that  kind  is  adopted 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order: 
That  does  not  seem  to  be  relevant  to  the 
clause  under  discussion. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  What  I 
meant  to  imply  was  that  in  a  case  of 
national  emergency  the  Government  of 
the  day  would  have  at  hand,  voluntarily 
offering  themselves  for  the  Volunteer  force, 
the  class  of  men  whom  they  would  require 
to  meet  that  particular  emergency.  I 
shall  vote  for  this  measure,  because  I 
think  to  some  extent  it  may  be  useful, 

,  but  I  should  not  vote  for  it  if  I  thought 

;  the  intention  of  the  Government  was  to 
mislead  the  people  by  making  them  sup- 
pose that  this  measure  would  to  any  large 

I  extent  render  the  Volunteer  force  more 
effective  than  at  present,  or  that  by  it 
something  was  done   really  to  organise 

1  the  military  forces  of  the  Empire. 

:    *Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh): 
,  I  think  it  is  important  clearly  to  under- 
'  stand  from  the  Government  what  is  in- 
tended   to    be    the    practical   effect  of 
the  change  of  words  here  suggested.    I 
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quite  well  that  no  intention  can 

the    successors    of,    or    even    the 

it  Government,  but  we  ought  to  be 

[  clearly  what  the  practical  effect  will 

i  of  changing  these  well-known  definite 

*  i  for  other  words  less  definite.     The 
Br  Secretary  for  War  gives   us  to 

erstand  that  no  change  was  intended, 

*  the  Volunteers  would  be  called  out 
ttnder  the  now  form  as   under  the  old 

.flora,  only  when  the  Government  appre- 
[  bended  invasion,  and  that  the  Govern- 
[{ment  did  not  wish  to  put  the  fact  in  a 
^Proclamation  for  fear  it  should  interfere 
!  with  the  course  of  diplomacy  and  pre- 

?"  dtate  that  which  they  wished  to  avoid. 
it  were  clearly  understood  that  that  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  it  would 
make  a  great  difference ;  and  1  hope  the 
Under  Secretary  will  be  able  to  assure  us 
on  that  point. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  already 
made  two  speeches  in  which  I  en- 
deavoured to  convey  that  idea,  and  I 
doubt  whether  1  should  be  more  success- 
ful if  I  made  a  third. 

♦Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  :  I  read  the  Second 
Beading  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
very  carefully,  but  I  do  not  think  he 
made  it  so  clear  as  he  has  now  done.  If 
that  is  the  case,  and  that  intention  is  acted 
upon,  it  will  make  the  clause  practically 
innocuous  and  also  inoperative.  But  the 
House  had  an  apprehension  that  that  was 
not  the  whole  object  of  the  Government. 
It  is  obvious  that  within  the  last  few 
months  the  country  has  passed  through 
circumstances  which  might  fairly  be  called 
"a  great  emergency."  I  think  after  the 
battle  of  Colenso  we  were  certainly  in  a 
position  which  might  be  so  described,  and 
the  Government  would  have  been  per- 
fectly within  their  rights  —  if  the  law 
had  been  as  they  are  now  proposing  to 
make  it — in  calling  out  the  Volunteers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  was  understood  to 
dissent. 

♦Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man shakes  his  head.  That  means,  I 
suppose,  that  the  Government  would  not 
have  done  it.  I  am  glad  of  that,  but  they 
would  have  been  at  perfect  liberty  to 
have  done  so.  The  effect  of  this  change 
will  be  that  instead  of  depending  on  the 
definite  words  of  the  Act  we  shall  de- 
pend upon  the  good  will  of  the  Govern- 
ment,   which   is    somewhat  changeable, 


and  the  Volunteers  themselves  will  never 
know  exactly  what  are  the  obligations 
they  undertake.  If  the  change  is  applied 
in  the  manner  suggested,  I  do  not 
think  it  will  make  much  difference;  but  if 
at  any  time  the  Government  were  in  a 
tight  place  and  called  on  the  Volunteers 
— it  would  be  then,  after  the  Volunteers 
and  the  employers  of  Volunteers  had  had 
experience  of  the  new  condition  under 
which  these  men  would  be  called  out  for 
service  — that  the  force  must  suffer  in  popu- 
larity, and  this  change  be  found  to  be  a 
very  grave  one. 

♦Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire):  As 
an  old  Scottish  Volunteer,  and  still  in 
close  touch  with  the  force,  and  with 
some  of  the  most  eminent  and  practical 
commanding  officers,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  support  of  this  clause,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  render  the  volunteers 
more  promptly  available  as  an  important 
portion  of  the  great  defensive  forces  of 
our  country  in  any  time  of  imminent 
national  danger  or  great  emergency, 
even  if  that  emergency  or  danger  does 
not  amount  to  actual  or  apprehonded 
invasion.  I  believe  that  recent  events 
have  proved  the  desirability  of  this 
measure.  It  is  argued  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  a  Bill  is  not  opportune,  and 
that  if  brought  forward  at  all  it  should 
be  in  conjunction  with  some  more  impor- 
tant measure.  But  I  think  it  is  a  most 
opportune,  useful,  and  necessary  measure, 
and  one  which  will  form  a  very  valuable 
instalment  of  any  complete  scheme  of  re- 
organisation and  reform,  which  I  hope 
will  be  undertaken  immediately  after  the 
present  war,  and  with  the  light  of  the 
experience  which  that  war  has  afforded 
us.  Seeing  that  increased  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities are  to  be  placed  on  the  Volun- 
teers, it  is  natural  that  they  and  their 
friends  should  be  anxious  to  know  what 
increased  encouragement  and  support  the 
Government  propose  to  give  them.  My 
opinion  is  that  if  the  Government  sup- 
port the  Volunteers,  as  we  hope  they 
will  do,  not  only  would  the  efficiency  of 
the  force  be  increased,  but  its  numbers 
would  be  doubled,  so  that  there  might 
easily  be  a  force  of  half  a  million  ready 
to  be  promptly  availed  of  in  case  of 
imminent  national  danger  or  great  emer- 
gency, a  large  portion  of  whom  would 
volunteer  to  serve  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  still  leaving  in  this  country  for 
the  legitimate  purposes  of  home  defence 
a  very  much  larger  number  of  Volunteers 
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than  are  at  present  in  existence.  I 
my  cordial  support  to  the  clause 
before  the  Committee. 


Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  shall  certainly  support  the  omis- 
sion of  the  clause.  When  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  stated  a  few  months 
ago  the  effect  of  the  alteration  of  these 
words  upon  the  course  of  any  delicate 
diplomacy  which  might  be  in  progress,  I 
admit  he  struck  a  note  which,  if  it  had 
been  a  sound  one,  would  have  compelled 
me  to  vote  against  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend.  The  whole  pui-port  of  the  hon. 
Gentlcmairs  remarks  was  that  the  effect 
of  the  alteration  of  these  words  would 
be  to  prevent  something  being  regarded 
by  a  foreign  Power  as  an  act  of 
war.  I  am  quite  unable  to  see  that 
the  difference  in  these  words  could 
possibly  have  that  eii'ect.  If  wo  were 
engaged  in  such  delicate  diplomacy  I 
should  bo  the  last  to  turn  that  diplomacy 
into  provocation ;  we  have  had  quite 
enough  of  that.  But 
the  actual  effect  1  Under 
law,  if  the  Volunteers 
out,  a  foreign  Power  would  know  it 
was  because  of  an  actual  or  apprehended 
invasion  of  some  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  And  if  these  words  were  de- 
leted, and  for  them  were  substituted  the 
words,    "imminent   national  danger    or 


give  common  that  it  really  has  no  market 
now  price  now.  The  Under  Secretary  for  War 
needs  to  be  very  cautious  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Central  Sheffield, 
because  he  represents  the  jingo  section  of 
the  Volunteers  of  this  country.  That 
section  is  a  very  small  portion  of  thai 
great  force  ;  there  are  very  few  who  have 
such  great  ambitions.  The  majority  are 
mere  citizens,  and  do  not  want  to  he  any- 
thing else ;  they  have  no  desire  to  become 
soldiers  in  all  but  name,  they  simply 
want  to  belong  to  a  force  whose  one  call 
upon  them  is  the  defence  of  their  native 
land.  I  say,  deliberately,  that  if  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  wants 
really  to  encourage  volunteering,  instead 
of  tampering  with  the  force,  he  should 
make  it  more  and  more  clear  that  the 
members  belong  to  a  home  defence  force 
and  that  alone.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  shakes  his  head  ;  he,  at  any 
rate,  is  candid.  But  I  am  speaking  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  rank  and  file,  the  pro 
men — the  Volunteers  with  wives  and 
what  would  bo  !  families — who  are  quite  content  to  serve 
the  present  i  their  country,  and  believe  they  are 
were  called !  serving  their  country,  although  not 
treading  a  foreign  strand,  by  making 
themselves  effective,  so  that  should 
occasion  arise  they  may  be  prepared  to 
defend  their  native  land  against  invasion. 
But  you  do  not  even  say  "  great  national 
emergency."      What    do    you  mean  hy 


great  emergency,"  what  difference  could  |  "  great  emergency  "1  I  can  conceive  a 
it  possibly  have  upon  the  course  of  diplo- 1  state  of  affairs  in  which  you  might  have 
matic  negotiations  with  any  foreign  '  an  emergency  which  was  not  an  emer- 
Power  ?  Does  the  hon.  Member  mean  to  i  goncy  from  outside  at  all,  and  I  say 
tell  the  Committee  that  trained  diplo-  ]  deliberately,  I  will  be  no  party  to  giving 
matists  would  be  so  ignorant  of  the  state  |  to  a  Minister,  when  Parliament  is  not 
of  affairs  that  it  would  make  the  slightest ;  sitting,  the  great  power  here  proposed. 
difference  to  them  what  the  words  were  i  and  the  duty  of  interpreting  these  words, 
which  formed  the  basis  on  which  the  j  seeing  that  the  result  might  be  of  such 
Volunteers  were  called  out,  so  long  as  the  I  serious  moment  to  the  working  classes  of 
words  indicated  national  danger?  We  j  this  country.  There  is  no  need  for  this  Bill 
who  are  not  regarded  as  being  at  all  j  so  far  as  the  effectiveness  of  the  Volun- 
advocates  of  militarism  have  always  I  toers  is  concerned.  We  who  vote  against 
differentiated  between  a  force  which,  as  j  this  clause  are  not  voting  in  any  way 
the  law  stands,  is  a  purely  homo  defence  ■  against  making  the  Volunteer  force 
force,  a  body  of  citizen  soldiers,  and  the  ;  effective ;  we  are  voting  to  maintain  the 
regular  Army ;  and  I  confess  that,  much  !  original  and  true  character  of  the  force, 
as  I  detest  war,  and  militarism  generally,  I  and  to  prevent  it  l)eing  placed  in  the 
anything  in  reason  to  make  that  volun-  j  hands  of  any  foolish  or  possibly  unscrupu- 


tary  arm  more  effective  would 
support. 


have 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCKXT :  Then  you 
ought  to  vote  for  this  clause. 


mv  I  lous   Minister,   who  might    use  it  for  a 
|  purpose  foreign  to  that  for  which  it  was 
formed. 


Mr. 
galltmt 

Mr.  IFyli* 


MADDISOX 
Gentleman's 


;  Mr.  WYNDHAM:  May  I  correct  a 
:  The  hon.  and  !  misapprehension  under  which  the  hon. 
dogmatism    \a    so    Mfcmberc  Via*  ^^okeivl    By  the  law  of  the 
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we  cannot  move  Volunteers  out  of 
»  country  at  all. 

MR.  MADDISON  :  I  did  not  say  other- 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  I 
no  such  thought  in  my  mind. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM :    Then    the    hon.  j 
f  Member  seemed  to  think  that  some  great  | 
•mergency  of  a  social    character  might  | 
T-  arise.  We  cannot  use  a  Volunteer  against 
'■■  the  civil  power. 

m  Colonel  PILKINGTON :  I  should 
Uke  to  .congratulate  my  hon.  friend  the 
Under  Secretary 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present, 

♦Colonel  PILKINGTON:  I  should 
very  much  like  to  say  how  much  I  con- 

Satulate  the  Government  and  my  hon. 
end  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
on  the  introduction  of  this  Bill.  It  seems 
to  me  that  Clause  1  is  a  clause  which 
makes  a  valuable  change  which  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  Volunteers.  This  is.  the 
opinion  not  only  of  Volunteer  officers, 
but  also  of  many  men  of  business  through- 
out the  country  who  are  not  connected 
witb  Volunteers  at  all.  They  feel  that 
these  words  are  wanted  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  scope  of  the  Bill.  Now,  Sir, 
with  regard  to  the  new  words,  it  seems  to 
me  that  they  are  very  much  better  than  the 
old  words,  and  may  cover  the  old  words, 
and  as  for  supposing  that  they  would  be 
wrongly  used  by  the  Government,  I 
think  that  any  such  remark  or  objec- 
tion, when  looked  into  carefully,  en- 
tirely falls  to  the  ground.  It  is  not  the 
War  Office,  but  the  Government  of  the 
day,  and  the  Government  of  the  day  is 
the  Cabinet  which  represents  the  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  is  it 
likely  any  Cabinet  or  Government  that 
has  behind  it  the  House  of  Commons 
would  be  so  foolish  or  rash  as  to  do  any- 
thing which  in  any  way  would  be  dan- 
gerous 1  What  we  find  so  generally  in 
this  kind  of  thing  is  that  the  Government, 
instead  of  being  precipitate  and  rash,  and 
instead  of  acting  with  great  speed,  the 
danger  is  that  they  generally  act  too 
slowly.  With  regard  to  almost  all  the 
military  movements  of  whatever  kind 
which  have  taken  place  for  many  years 
past,  we  have  moved  with  very  great  care 


and  very  great  wisdom,  and  very  often 
with  too   much   hesitation.       I    do   not 
believe  that  there  is  any  danger  in  the 
words   proposed.      On    the   contrary,    I 
j  believe    there    is    very   great   safety   in 
,  them.        In     my     opinion     they    have 
!  been   long    wanted,   and  I  believe  that 
no  business    man,  Volunteer   or    other- 
wise,    would     object     to      the      inser- 
tion of   these  words.     I   have  for  many 
years  past   believed    that  in   Volunteer 
circles  it  was  the  opinion  that  some  such 
words  should  be  inserted.      It  has  been 
I  urged     that     the     insertion     of     such 
i  words  would  be  distasteful  to  the  Volun- 
|  teers,  and  that  they  would  not  increase 
|  their  number.     I  do  not  believe  that  for 
!  a  moment.     I  think  this  will  meet  the 
I  views  of  Volunteers  in  great  measure,  and 
|  they   will    see   something    here   is   done 
I  which  will  make  their  force  much  more 
effective,  and  I  will  explain  to  the  House 
j  why  I  think  so  in  a  few  moments.     The 
!  South  African   War    must    have  added 
I  50,000  at  least  new  members  to  the  force. 
!  In  a  regiment  I  know  very  well  I  know 
that   the   battalion    has    increased   very 
much.     I  think  that  is  a  proof  that  the 
Volunteers,  if  they   see  danger  to    the 
:  country,   will  immediately   rally   to  the 
.  country's   cause,   and    come   forward   in 
i  greater  numbers.     I  will  give  another  in- 
;  stance  of  the  effect  on  Volunteers.      It 
•  was  at  one  time  said  that  fourteen  days 
camping  of  Volunteers   would   create  a 
great  deal  of  enthusiasm. 

I  *The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
i  The  hon.  Member  is  travelling  beyond  the 
\  limits  of  this  clause.  He  must  confine 
;  himself  strictly  to  this  clause. 

!    *Colonkl    PILKINGTON:    I    accept 

I  your  ruling,  Mr.  Chairman.    I  see  the  old 

|  woids  are  "Actual  or  apprehended  inva- 

i  sion."     If  the  Government  wait  until  an 

!  actual  invasion  begins  before  they  call  out 

;  the  Volunteers,  I  say  distinctly — knowing 

I  something  of  the  Volunteers,  and  being  a 

Volunteer  officer — I  think  we  should  go 

!  simply  to  the  shambles.     I  believe  there 

!  would  be  confusion,  and  we  should  not 

j  know  where  we  were  or  what  we  were 

!  doing.      The    foreign    forces  would    be 

i  actually  on  our  soil,  probably  in  great 

!  numbers,  and  although  it  is  very  likely 

!  they  would  not  get  very  much  further 

because  of  the  Line  and  Militia,  we  as  a 

force  should  be  no  good  at  all.     That  is 

my  opinion,  and   I  will  explain  why  I 

think  so.     We  now  find  when  we  go  into 


943 


Volunteers 


{COMMONS} 


Bill. 


Stt 


camp  that  it  is  only  after  a  week's  or  a 
fortnight's  drill  that  different  battalions, 
as  it  were,  begin  to  feel  at  home. 
After  a  few  days  or  a  fortnight  wo  find 
ourselves  far  better  than  we  were  at  the 
end  of  the  first  week.  Wherever  we 
are  sent,  at  first  we  should  be  all  at  sea ; 
we  should  not  know  the  ground  or  the 
town.  By  degrees  we  should  get  accus- 
tomed to  the  surroundings,  and  it  would 
be  found  then  whether  we  were  short  of 
transport  or  not.  In  the  camp  in  which 
I  was  this  year  for  fourteen  days,  there 
were  many  things  wanted.  Perhaps 
the  ammunition  cart  had  got  no  horse, 
and 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order  !  I 
must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  resume  his 
seat  when  I  rise.  The  hon.  Meml>er  is 
now  discussing  the  general  training  of 
Volunteers,  which  cannot  now  be  raised. 

♦Colonel  PILKINGTOX:  I  am  try- 
ing to  show  that  at  least  a  month  or  six 
weeks  training  would  be  required  to 
ensure  some  amount  of  efficiency  among 
the  Volunteers.  But  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  it  is  too  much  to  expect  good  results 
if  the  Volunteers  were  called  out  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  invasion  has  l>cgun. 
They  could  not  be  an  efficient  force  under 
those  circumstances,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  the  War  Office  and  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  country  are  to  rely  upon 
the  Volunteers  for  the  home  defence 
force — looking  at  the  great  numbers  and 
the  great  part  they  fill  in  the  forces — it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  they  should  be 
afforded  every  opportunity  for  making 
themselves  efficient,  and  be  put  in  a  posi- 
tion so  that  they  may  become  acquainted 
with  the  position  and  be  furnished  with 
all  the  requisites  and  transport  equipment, 
so  that  if  the  enemy  comes  up  they  may 
be  well  prepared  to  give  a  good  account 
of  themselves.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
changes  it  is  proposed  to  make  are  in  the 
right  direction.  They  would  enable  the 
Government  to  take  time  by  the  forelock 
and  get  the  Volunteers  in  that  position 
in  which  they  might  have  to  make  a  stand 
eventually.  What  the  Volunteers  wish  is 
to  be  sufficiently  efficient  to  be  called  out 
at  the  proper  time  and  be  ready  for  an 
invasion  if  it  should  come.  I  hope  this 
change  will  be  made,  and  that  the  clause 
at  it  stands,  without  Amendment,  will  be 
passed.  I  trust  that  the  measure  will 
become  law  this  session. 

Colonel  Pilkington. 


[  Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Protri*) 
{  said  he  was  afraid  this  clause,  if  pund, 
1  would  have  a  very  bad  effect  upon  tat 
;  Volunteers.  He  had  listened  to  the 
!  remarks  of  several  hon.  Members,  indite 
!  preferred  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  friend 
;  the   Member  for  the  Leigh  Division  in 

■  regard  to  the  rank  and  file  of  Vohm- 
;  teers  to  that  of    the    hon.  and  galknt 

Member  for  Central  Sheffield,  who  yu 

,  an    officer    in     the    Volunteer    service. 

!  He  doubted  whether  the  opinion  of 
the  Volunteers  was  so  much  in  favour 
of  the  measure  as   it    had  been  repre- 

!  sented  to  be.  For  a  commanding  officer 
to  merely  summon  the  Volunteers  before 
him  and  ask  them  whether  they  Hked 

!  this  change  or  not  was  not  the  correct 

!  way  to  arrive  at  their  real  opinions.  He 
thought  it  was  far  more  likely  that  the 
Volunteers  would  not  be  in  favour  of  a 

;  change  like  this.  A  great  many  Volun- 
teers came  from  small  employers,  and  he 

i  could  understand  such  employers  not 
liking  their  clerks  to  be  liable  to  be  called 
out  except  in  case  of  apprehended  in- 
vasion. It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
clause  was  placing  a  very  great  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  particular  Minister  at 

,  any  particular  time.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  phrase  "imminent  national  danger 
or  great  emergency "  allowed  a  great 
deal  of  latitude,  and  it  might  be  inter- 
preted very  differently  by  different 
Ministers  at  different  times.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  terms  on  which  the 
Volunteers  were  elected  at  the  present 
time  were  not  at  all  ambiguous,  for  they 
all  knew  that  they  were  only  going  to  be 
called  upon  for  active  service  in  case  their 
country  was  invaded.  When  the  ordinary 
Volunteer  came  to  read  the  terms  of  this 
clause  which  it  was  proposed  to  substitute, 
an  ambiguity  would  l>e  found  alxnit  it 
which  was  not  at  all  desirable,  and  which 

.  he  thought  would  prevent  a  great  many 
men  enlisting  in  the  service.  Perhaps  at  the 
present  moment  this  provision  would  not 
deter  any  men  from  joining,  but  when  the 

'  war  was  over,  and  the  people  came  to  par 
the  bills  which  they  would  be  called  upon 
to  pay,  he  thought  it  would  discourage 
people  from  joining  the  Volunteers. 
He   had  not   had    the  practical  experi- 

■  ence  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Central  Sheffield,  although  he  had 
once  had  the  privilege  of  being  a  full 
private,  and  he  might  say  that  his  own 
experience  did  not  coincide  with  the  ex- 
perience of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
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ppoeite  who  was  a  colonel  in  the  Volun- 
tm.  He  thought  this  provision  was  a 
My  undesirable  one,  and  unless  the  hon. 
mtieman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  could 
It©  thorn  a  more  practical  and  satisfac- 
wy  explanation  why  this  change  was 
vnted  he  should  certainly  vote  against 
be  clause. 

•Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
elieved  that  this  Bill  would  increase  the 
lartial  spirit  amongst  their  Volunteers. 
eraonally,  when  the  Bill  for  the  war 
uoue  to  be  paid  he  had  no  fear  of  the 
Mult,  and  in  case  of  an  apprehended  in- 
uion  or  imminent  national  danger  he 
elieved  that  a  large  number  of  their 
rolunteers  would  be  found  ready  to  join 
ofc  only  in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
tut  to  go  anywhere  in  the  interests  of 
heir  country.  What  had  they  found  in 
he  case  of  the  invasion  of  British  ter- 
itory  in  South  Africa  1  There  a  horde 
rf  undrilled  peasants,  fifty  of  whom 
xrald  not  march  in  line  together,  but 
rho  could  shoot  straight,  had  been 
ible  to  oppose  successfully  the  finest 
forces  in  the  world.  Ho  thought  this 
Jouth  African  war  had  shown  very 
forcibly  the  necessity  of  having  a  Volun- 
jeer  force  which  would  be  ready  to  go 
inywhere  and  do  anything  at  the  call  of 
luty.  He  heartily  supported  this  mea- 
nire,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  there 
would  be  appointed  some  person  who 
would  have  charge  of  the  Volunteer  forces, 
ior  he  should  not  like  to  hear  of  another 
mistake  being  made  like  the  unfortunate 
nstance  of  which  the  House  was  already 
iware. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  The 
speech  just  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member 
ioes  not  help  the  Government  very  much, 
because  practically  what  he  says  is  wanted 
is  a  condition  of  things  that  will  enable 
the  Volunteers  to  be  called  out,  and  in 
his  own  words,  "  to  go  anywhere  and  do 
anything." 

♦Mr.  JOHN  WILSON:  I  did  not  say 
I  wanted  such  a  state  of  things  to  arise. 
What  I  said  was  that  if  such  a  condition 
of  things  arose  the  Volunteers  would  be 
found  ready  and  willing  to  go  anywhere 
and  do  anything. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  But  if  these 
men  are  so  anxious  to  defend  their 
country,  they  only  need  to  go  down  to  the 
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recruiting  sergeant,  and  then  they  can 
share  the  honour  and  distinction  of  going 
to  South   Africa  by    enlisting  like   the 
ordinary  soldier,  who  at  this  moment  is 
so  pluckily  doing  his  work.     I  have  been 
out    just   now  to  the  Vote   Office,   and 
what  do  I  find  ?     I  find  that  we  have  five 
Bills,  all  of  which  are  significant  of  the 
spirit     of     militarism     that     is     being 
introduced    into    this    country    at    this 
particular    moment.       We    have  a  Bill 
for  the  Volunteers,  one  for  the  Reserve 
Forces,  one  on  the  Military  Manoeuvres, 
the  Military  Lands  Bill,  and  the  Naval 
Reserve  Bill,  and  every  one  of  these  Bills 
seeks    to   extend   the   power  which  the 
Government  now  has  for  giving  more  men 
to  the  Reserve,  and  calling  them  out  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Admiralty.     These 
measures    give    the    Government    more 
latitude  and  discretion  in  mobilising  the 
Naval  Reserves  than  they  have  hitherto 
had.     With  regard  to  the  Military  Lands 
Bill,  we  see  a  military  spirit  pervading 
that  measure,  and  military  lands  are  to  be 
placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  War  Office, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  give  commanding 
officers  power  to  close  roads  and  to  do 
other  things.     Then  we  have  the  Reserve 
Forces  Bill,  which  gives  the  War  Office 
similar  powers  in  relation  to  the  Reserve 
forces.     I  think  the  whole  of  these  Bills 
are  symptomatic  of  an  attempt  to  rush 
through  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
emergency  of  the  war  with  South  Africa 
a  series  of  measures  to  convert  the  Volun- 
teer force  into  the  Militia  force  or  some- 
thing    like     a     conscript     force    under 
conscript   conditions.      I   object   to  this 
Volunteers  Bill,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  has 
deleted  Sub-section  (6)  of  Clause  2,  and  I 
do  so  on  the  ground  that  if  you  allow  the 
War  Office  to  determine  without  confir- 
mation of  this  House  what  an  imminent 
national  danger  or  a  great  emergency  is, 
we  shall  probably  see  a  further  develop- 
ment of    what  we  have  quite  recently 
witnessed — namely,  the  Volunteers  being 
moved  forward  to  the  Militia  stage,  the 
Militia  moved  to  the  Army  Reserve  stage, 
the  Army  Reserves  moved  forward  to  the 
Regular  Army,  and    the    Indian    Army 
again  brought  into  Europe,and  the  Regular 
Army   depleted  at  home  to  go  abroad. 
The     Volunteers,     under      the      phrase 
"imminent    national    danger    or    great 
emergency,"    could    be    called    upon   to 
strengthen  the  depleted  garrisons  of  the 
Regular  Army,  and  they  could  be  called 
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out     for    purposes    which     under    the 

Present  law  would  not  be  legal, 
protest  against  that.  I  object  by  a  side 
wind  or  by  any  other  patriotic  subterfuge 
to  convert  what  is  a  voluntary  force  into 
what  is  a  more  or  less  compulsory  force 
at  the  discretion  of  the  War  Office.  If 
this  Bill  is  passed  with  this  phrase, 
"  imminent  national  danger  or  great 
emergency,"  you  will  change  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Volunteer  army,  which  is  at 
present  well  understood  by  the  Volunteers, 
who  joined  under  well-known  conditions, 
and  who  do  not  object  to  be  summoned 
when  there  is  actual  or  apprehended 
invasion.  Vou  will  damage  the  Volun- 
teers as  part  of  our  national  defence,  and 
will  convert  that  force  into  a  more  or  less 
compulsory  force,  probably  for  service 
abroad.  What  is  a  "  great  emergency  "  ? 
The  Emperor  of  Germany,  a  few  years  ago, 
made  his  celebrated  "  mailed  fist  "  speech. 
This  country  seemed  to  have  lost  its  head 
over  it.  They  took  a  great  deal  too  much 
notice  of  the  German  Emperor,  and  more 
notice  of  him  on  that  occasion  than  I 
would  take  of  his  utterances  on  any 
occasion.  They  called  out  the  Flying 
Squadron,  which  was  not  out  as  soon  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  and  not  quite  as 
efficient  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  con- 
sidering the  money  spent  on  the  Navy. 
It  was  called  out  in  answer  to  the 
"  mailed  fist "  speech  of  the  Emperor. 
Under  the  Volunteer  Act  you  could  not 
have  construed  that  speech  as  an  imminent 
national  danger  or  great  emergency.  But 
if  this  Bill  is  passed  and  the  German 
Emperor  makes  another  " mailed  fist" 
speech,  you  will  have  the  Flying  Squa- 
dron called  out  again,  supplemented  by 
the  lion,  and  gallant  Member  for 
Central  Sheffield  calling  the  Queen's 
Westminsters  together  and  saying, 
"  Here  is  the  German  Emperor  making 
another  *  mailed  fist'  speech.  Let  us 
under  the  new  Act  appeal  to  the  War 
Office  to  interpret  it  as  an  imminent 
national  danger  or  great  emergency,  and 
then  the  Act  may  be  put  into  operation." 
That  is  to  happen  whenever  a  tinpot 
European  monarch  makes  a  speech  which 
cannot  possibly  harm  England,  and 
who  has  not  a  Navy  equal  to  a  tenth 
of  our  Navy.  The  whale  and  the 
elephant  rarely  come  into  collision. 
Under  this  Bill  gentlemen  like  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Central  Sheffield 
will  bo  petitioning  the  War  Office 
to  call  out  the  Volunteers.  I  do  not  think 

Mr.  John  Bams. 


this  Bill  is  wanted.      What  is  more,  yea 
will  let  the  Volunteers  think,  by  the  us- 
ing of  this  Bill,  that  they  are  to  be  abject 
to  the*  discretion  of  the  War  Office.  I 
would  not  trust  much  to  the  discretion  a 
the  War  Office.     They  have  bungled  in 
South    Africa  ;    they    make  a  me*  ot 
nearly  everything  they  take  in  hand,  and 
if    they  have  this    Bill    they  will  h»e 
power  to  do  with  the  Volunteers  vim 
they  did  with  the  whole  military  arrange- 
ments in  South  Africa.     I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  give  a  War  Office  such  as  oar- 
the  discretionary  power  of  calling  ont  the 
Volunteers  when  in  its  opinion  a  great 
emergency  has  arisen.     If  the  War  Offi* 
had  done  their  duty,  the  necessity  of  dis- 
cussing this  Bill  would  not  have  arisen  a* 
all.      If  the  Army  had  been  in  a  scat* 
of  efficiency,  as  it  ought  to  have  been 
considering  the  amount  of  money  rotei 
for  it,  we  should  not  be  called  upon  u 
discuss    this   Bill   at   all.     Then  we  an 
asked  to  spoil  the  Volunteer  force— for  that 
is  what  it  means — because  the  War  Office 
have  not  acted  efficiently.     Immediately 
the  Volunteers  recognise  you  are  tamper- 
ing with  free  voluntary  enlistment,  and  thai 
they  are  to  be  put  under  the  discretionary 
powers  of  Lord    Lansdowne,   then  the 
Volunteer  army  will  disappear  like  butter 
in  the  sun.     The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man opposite  says  that   the  Volunteers 
like  it.      Where   is   the    proof  ?     Wha; 
Volunteer  corps  has  been  brought  together 
and  had  the  terms  of  this  Bill  submittal 
to  them  ?     Has  a  plebiscite  been  taken  of 
the  hon.  and   gallant   Gentleman**  owa 
regiment  ?     I  have  ten  time*  as  many  of 
the  Queen's  Westminsters  living  in  my 
constituency  as  the  hon.  Member  has. 


:      Sin    HOWARD    VINCENT:    I  am 
j  willing  to  meet  you  in  your  constituency. 

I  Mil.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  will  not  take 
I  the  trouble  to  meet  the  hon.  and  gallant 
1  Gentleman.  The  Queen's  Westminster 
are  efficient  Volunteers,  and  they  want  to 
remain  Volunteers.  They  do  not  want 
to  listen  to  a  lot  of  prancing  patriots, 
whose  idea  of  the  Volunteer  force  is  that 
every  man  in  England  who  is  not  a 
soldier  or  a  sailor  should  l>e  a  marine.  1 
can  assure  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man that  in  his  zeal  to  improve  the 
Volunteers  as  a  defensive  force  he  is 
going  the  wrong  way  about  it,  and  that  if 
the  Volunteers  are  placed  under  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  War  Office,  men  will  refuse 
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►join,  and  the  Volunteers  will  suffer  in 
liber,  in  esprit  de  corps,  and  in  efficiency, 
they  will  refuse  to  be  converted  from 
i  practically  voluntary  force  into  a  more 
conscriptive  force.     It  is  because 
Bill  is  one  of  a  series  of  militarizing 
tments,  which  has  for  its  object  a 
ipt  Militia,  and  the  making  of  a 
Volunteer  Army  into  a  more  or  less 
Jcriptive     force,     and     because     the 
.'Volunteers  will  be    sadly    damaged    in 
*  efficiency  and   numbers,  that    1    protest 
against    it.     I  come  to  one  of  my  last 
^gftoints.   The  political  atmosphere  just  now 
'-9m  charged  with  everything  of  a  military 
-Character.  We  see  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
men  like  the  Member  for  Central  Sheffield 
mud  the  members  of  town  councils  asking, 
in  a  fever  of  panic,  that  the  police  should 
lie  armed.     They  want  rifle  ranges  here, 
there,  and  everywhere,  and  they  want  the 
Volunteers  converted  into  a  conscriptive 
force.       The    militarization   of    English 
public  life  is  going  on  to  an  extent  that 
would  be  absolutely  unnecessary  if  the 
War  Office  did  its  work  properly,  and  if 
the  Army  and  Navy  were  looked  after  to 
the  extent  they  should  be.     It  is  because 
this  Bill  is  one  more  link  in  the  chain  of 
jingoism"  England  that  I  protest  against 
it.  If  the  V  olunteers  in  my  own  constituency 
are  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  I  have  received 
no  evidence  of  it.     I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  one  Volunteer  in  a  thousand  who 
knows  of  the  existence  of  this  measure, 
or    who   has  considered  its  terms  with 
his   comrades.     It  is  because  I   believe 
the  Bill  is  intended  to  place  the  Volun- 
teers under  the  discretion   of  the  War 
Office,  and  to  enable  them  to  be  called  up 
at  any  time  for  service  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  oppose 
it  also  because  I  have  a  greater  regard  for 
the  Volunteer  force  than  the  hon.  and 

Sllant  Member  for  Central  Sheffield,  who 
s  the  most  unfortunate  knack  of  doing 
the  right  thing  in  the  wrong  way,  and  of 
going  about  a  good  thing  in  a  way  which 
ultimately  defeats  his  purpose.  I  intend 
challenging  a  division  upon  this  Bill, 
which  I  believe  to  be  unnecessary. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  There  is  one 
point  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
cleared  up  in  the  discussion.  It  is  most 
difficult  to  get  the  critics  and  the  advo- 
cates of  this  particular  clause  together. 
My  hon.  friend  who  has  just  spoken 
has  referred   to   the    increased  liability 


of  service  which  the  Bill  undoubtedly 
imposes  on  the  Volunteer  force.  The 
reply  made  to  that  is  that  the  Volunteers 
are  patriotic,  that  the  present  emergency 
has  shown  there  is  need  for  their  serv'ces, 
and  that  therefore  this  Bill  is  justified. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  does  not  meet 
the  point  at  all.  If  it  is  said  that  the 
present  emergency  has  shown  that  the 
Volunteers  have  come  forward,  that  is 
in  itself  a  condemnation  of  this 
measure,  because  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  there  is  now  an  ample  outlet  for 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  Volunteers, 
My  contention  is  that  the  present 
law  is  sufficient.  The  Under  Secretary 
for  War  has  referred  to  the  undesirability 
of  issuing  a  proclamation  while  negotia- 
tions are  going  on,  but  does  anybody 
mean  to  contend  that  no  steps  would  be 
taken  for  the  defence  of  this  country  or 
the  assertion  of  its  power  until  we  found 
it  necessary  to  call  out  the  Volunteers  ? 
Under  the  present  law,  whenever  an  order 
is  in  force  for  the  embodiment  of  the 
Militia  the  Government  can  accept  the 
services  of  the  Volunteers.  At  the 
present  time  such  an  order  is  in  force, 
and  the  argument  that  the  issue  of  a 
proclamation  would  render  the  negotia- 
tions difficult  seems  to  have  no  weight 
whatever.  For  instance,  a  proclamation 
is  necessary  to  call  out  the  Army  Reserve,, 
and  another  to  call  out  the  Militia,  and 
in  such  a  case  Parliament  must  meet,  if  it 
is  not  sitting,  ten  days  after  the  proclama- 
tion is  issued,  and  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  the  situation  would  be* 
rendered  more  intense  by  calling  out 
the  Volunteers.  That  is  an  argument 
that  will  not  hold  water.  The  second 
argument  of  the  Under  Secretary  is  that 
it  might  be  necessary  that  certain  parti- 
cular garrisons  should  be  manned  on  cer- 
tain particular  occasions,  but  surely  the 
present  situation  has  shown  there  would 
not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in  appealing 
to  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  Volunteers 
in  order  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  if  he  would  state  explicitly 
how  far  the  present  powers  fall  short  of 
the  powers  proposed  in  this  Bill.  This 
Bill  really  means  a  good  deal,  or  it  means 
nothing  at  all.  If  it  means  nothing  at  all 
except  a  mere  change  of  words,  then  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  put  us  to  the  incon- 
venience of  discussing  it  at  this  period  of 
2  L  2 
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the  session.  If  it  means  a  great  deal,  the 
Committee  have  a  right  to  know  all  it 
does  mean. 


{COMMONS}  BUI.  ftg 

Question  put. 

The    House    divided  :  —  Ayes,  If 7 ; 
Noes,  62.     (Division  List  No.  231.) 


i 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraUIW(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederic  George 
Barnes, "Frederick  Gorell 
Barry,  Kt.  Hn.A.H.  S-  (Hunts 
Bart  ley,  George  C.  T. 
Bayley,  Thomas  ( Derbyshire) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,Y.C.W(  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chainberlain.lit.  Hn.  J .  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J .  Austen,  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cog  hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  FreH.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
<  'ooke.C.  W.  Kail  ;liife(  Heref  d) 
Corbet  t,  A.  Cameron(Glas^ow) 
Cornwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cox, Irwin  Edward  Bainbndge 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  ( Bolton 
Cubit t,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrvmple,  Sir  Charles 
Digb'y,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.  Sir  William  H. 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  (rcorge  H. 
Fmlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank.  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery.  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 


Abraham, William(Cork,N.E.)  i 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Kolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Burns,  John 

Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell.  James 
Campbell-  Banner  man,  Sir  H. 
Caw  ley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Davics,M.Yaughan-(Cardigan 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  1*.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Evans,SirFrancisH.  (South' pn 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Gladstone,  Kt.Hn.  Herb. John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon,Sir William  Brampton 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hnyden,  John  Patrick 

Captain  Sinclair. 


AYES. 

;  Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
j  (iorst,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
1  Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
,  Gourley,SirEdwardTemperley 
l   Greene",  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
i   Hanburv,  Kt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Hardy,  liaurence 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirEDurning-(Corn. 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lock  wood,  Lt. -Colonel  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erekine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brown  lee 
Lowles.  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Marl u re,  Sir  John  William 
M1  Arthur,  Charle* (Liverpool) 
M '  I  ver,  Sir  Lewiis(  Edinb'rgh,  W 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon.  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morrison,  Jame*  A.  (Wilts.S.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray.  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Mvers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Xinian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrent 
PeasefHerbt.Pike(Darlingi'n) 

NOES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Honiiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfreil  E.  (Morley) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonsh. ) 
Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Cumlwrland) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Mac  Donnell,Dr.  M.  A.  (Qu'n'sC 
MacNcill.  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Cai  mart  hen) 
Nussev,  Thomas  Willans 
O'ttnen,  V*Uyc.Vl  vKUkeuQT^ 
O'Connor,  ArtVrat  V,\>ot««&M 


Phillpotts,  Captain  Artlnr 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkimrton.R.  (Lancs,Neitia) 
Platt-Higmns.  Frederick 
PlunkettKt.Hn.  Hor.Com 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin.  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Cine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.SirMattheirW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Cha*.Thom*t 
Robertson,  H erbert  ( HwkwTi 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone, 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limeboose) 
Sandys,  Lieut.  -Col  .ThteMiJei 
Sharpe,  Williimi  Edward  t. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.D.(Stiand» 
Stewart.  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggut 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Thornton,  Percy  ^L 
Tomlinson,  Wni.  K.  Mnnay 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips* 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,Col.SirCEH  (Sheffield 
Welby.Lt.-Cul.ACEt  Tarawa 
Welby,SirCbarles  G.  E.<  Sott* 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birmj 
Willo'ighby  de  Eresbv,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd, Win.  H.  (Verbs. 
Wodehouse,  Kt.Hn.  rlK|B*thi 
Wortley,Rt.  Hn.  C.  R  Sturt- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young, Commander  (Berks,  E. 

Tkllers  for  THEAYES-Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


I   Philipps,  John  Wynford 
|    Pickersjrill,  Edward  Hare 
|    Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
I   Pro  van  d,  Andrew  Dryborgb 
I    Reid.  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
i   Samuel,  J.  (Stockton -on-Teei) 
Scott,  Charles  P.  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  R) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesler 
Stead  man,  William  Chart* 
Sullivan.  Donal  (Westmeathl 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.| 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearna 
Ten n ant,  Harold  John 
Ure,  Alexander 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middleabroagh 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers   for  the    Nob— 
Captain   Sinclair  and  Mr. 
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Clause  2 : — 

Captain  SINCLAIR  said  that  there 

nothing  definite  in  the  clause.    What 

urged  with  regard  to  this  particular 

"  "on  was  that  before  "  actual  or  ap- 

lended  invasion  "  was  the  condition  of 

the  Government  might  call  upon 

iteer  artillery   to    garrison    certain 

or  outlying  places,  but  it  was  not 

tely  stated.     Therefore  he  wished, 

order  to  limit  the  clause,   to  insert 

the  word  "  Volunteer "  the  words 

garrison  artillery." 

Amendment  proposed — 

^7*      "In  page  1, 1  ine  10,  after '  Volunteer/  to  insert 
*-'  ^garrison  artillery.'"—  (Cap tain  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "That   the  words 
*  garrison  artillery '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  before  the 
Under  Secretary  replied  he  would  like  to 
know  by  what  method  these  men  were  to 
be  paid  for  their  services.  He  put  the 
question  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not 
want  a  Volunteer  to  be  coerced,  or,  to  use 
a  more  expressive  phrase,  to  be  bluffed  by 
his  colonel  into  consenting  to  enlist- 
ment  

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  only  question  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  whether  this  clause  shall  be 
limited  to  garrison  artillery  or  not. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  afraid  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Forfar 
has  not  quite  correctly  apprehended  what 
I  said  the  other  day,  although  what  he 
has  just  said  does  very  nearly  cover  the 
whole  purpose  we  contemplate.  "•  I  think 
the  language  I  used  was  that  we  only  con- 
templated putting  garrisons  into  forts 
in  any  estuary  leading  up  to  a  harbour. 
Those  garrisons,  or  99  per  cent,  of  them, 
are  composed  of  garrison  artillery,  but 
there  are  some  other  Volunteers  required — 
three  or  four  bicyclists,  for  instance — to 
carry  on  communications  between  the 
fort  and  the  rear.  Under  the  scheme  of 
defence  as  it  at  present  exists,  we  require 
about  7,500  men  in  order  to  give  requi- 
site garrisons  to  the  forts  which  have  been 
constructed  in  the  Mersey,  at  Bristol,  in 
the  Tyne  and  the  Clyde.  These  gar- 
risons are  almost  all  composed  of  garrison 
artillery,  but  there  must  necessarily  be 
some  submarine  miners  and  engineers. 
These  garrisons  would  only  go  to  their 


posts  for  drill  on  frequent  occasions,  but 
these  things  cannot  be  left  to  mere  chance. 
The  very  worst  preparation  for  war  is  to 
issue  an  appeal  at  the  last  moment.  It  is 
far  better  that  a  force  of  7,500  men  out 
of  a  force  of  250,000  who  are  prepared  to 
qualify  for  these  posts  should  be  allowed 
to  register  their  names  in  times  of  peace. 
I  cannot  go  back  from  that  view.  There 
is  no  danger  of  any  sort  or  kind,  and  the 
fears  with  which  hon.  Members  are  haunted 
are  so  illusory  that  I  find  it  hard  to 
believe  their  arguments  are  serious.  It 
appears  to  be  a  deliberate  attempt  to  play 
at  the  game,  that  we  are  living  in  the 
eighteenth  century  instead  of  in  the  dawn 
of  the  twentieth.  These  forts  have  been 
built  and  armed,  and  these  men  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  form  part  of  the  garrisons,  and 
we  ask  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  do 
so.  The  proposition  is  so  reasonable  that 
I  do  not  think  I  am  justified  in  further 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  by 
labouring  the  point. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
When  this  matter  was  before  the 
House  on  the  Second  Reading,  it  was 
pointed  out,  and  I  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal  in  the  proposition  made, 
that  instead  of  extending  this  to  the  whole 
250,000  men  it  should  be  confined  to  the 
7,500  you  require.  Supposing  you  are 
going  to  man  the  forts  on  the  Tyne, 
surely  you  are  not  going  to  Cornwall  to 
get  men  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  object  of  the 
clause  is  to  make  it  definite  instead  of 
allowing  it  to  remain  indefinite.  We  should 
only  take  the  men  from  the  immediate 
districts. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Then  I  have  no  obje3tion  to  it  myself.  I 
think  that  is  a  reasonable  suggestion. 
These  men  would  be  in  a  very  much 
better  position  to  discharge  their  duties  if 
they  knew  them  some  time  in  advance ; 
but  if  this  is  to  make  it  definite  I  cannot 
conceive  anything  more  indefinite  than 
the  words  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  propose  to  move 
an  Amendment  which  entirely  meets  that 
objection. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
does  meet  it  to  some  extent,  but  I  should 
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have  thought  some  method  might  be 
adopted  by  which  the  liability  should  not 
be  put  upon  the  whole  force,  but  on  that 
smaller  part  consisting  of  artillery  and 
submarine  miners  and  engineers  who  are 
concerned  in  the  matter.  I  should  have 
thought  it  better  to  define  it  than  have  it 
in  this  indefinite  form. 

Mr.  TOxMLINSON  (Preston) :  Then, 
I  suppose,  when  a  new  fort  was  built  we 
should  have  to  have  a  fresh  Bill. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Not  at  all ;  it  could  be  done  by  a  new 
rule. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich)  did  not  consider  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  at 
all  unreasonable,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
would  see  his  way  to  adopt  it.  Ho  did 
not  think  that  this  liability  should  ex- 
tend to  the  whole  of  the  Volunteers. 
This  Bill  had  created  a  great  deal  of 
alarm  on  account  of  the  extreme  ambi- 
guity of  its  language.  He  merely  men- 
tioned the  fact  in  the  hope  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
would  bring  forward  an  Amendment 
limiting  the  total  number  of  those  who 
should  be  asked  to  offer  themselves. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  difference  be- 
tween us  is  not  wide,  and  it  appears  the 
difficulty  of  the  situation  is  to  define  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  without 
introducing  definitions  which  might  be 
inconvenient.  If  I  were  expected  to  put 
all  the  places  in  the  Bill,  I  should  have 
to  say  where  all  the  forts  are.  If  I  were 
asked  to  put  down  the  number  of  garri- 
sons, I  could  say  exactly  how  many  mer 
we  should  require  ;  but  a  new  improve- 
ment in  the  next  six  months  might 
so  alter  the  conditions  that  we  should 
have  to  come  here  again  for  more. 
There  is  really  no  danger  of  any  Govern- 
ment being  so  insane  as  to  try  and 
place  all  the  Volunteers  under  an  obliga- 
tion of  this  character.  All  we  ask  is  that, 
when  money  has  been  spent  on  the  forts, 
and  when  there  are  coips  who  are  to  man 
these  forts  in  time  of  war  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  these  various  forts,  we 
should  be  allowed  to  select  them  in  time 
of  peace.  Unless  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition thinks  that  some  benefit  could  be 
achieved   by    putting    a    limit    on    the 
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number,  that  is  the  only  way  the  object 
could  be  achieved.  But  as  all  these  fen 
are  illusory,  there  is  no  reason  for  doing 
so.  I  think  the  House  and  the  country 
in  this  matter  might  well  trust  this  ud 
successive  Governments. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXNERMAX: 
It  is  not  a  question  of  trust  or  distrust 
of  the  Government.  It  is  a  question  of 
the  disturbing  effect  this  wide  sug- 
gestion has  on  the  Volunteer  force 
generally.  The  words  are  "  to  accept 
the  offer  of  any  member  of  a  Volunteer 
corps  to  subject  himself."  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  say, 
accept  the  offer  of  a  certain  number  of 
the  Volunteer  forces,  and  to  then  accept 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire.  We  are  both  aiming  at  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes.  But  the 
word  "any  "  does  not  mean  "all." 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX: 
It  means  from  certain  corps  ;  but  I  should 
be  very  sorry  if  a  Bill  in  Parliament 
named  the  whole  of  those  corps.  Nobody 
has  suggested  that,  and  I  was  only  trying 
to  meet  the  hon.  Gentleman  by  indicating 
a  manner  in  which  the  question  might  be 
supervised  and  so  safeguarded. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) suggested  that  as  all  were 
agreed  upon  the  principle,  instead  of 
taking  the  discussion  on  the  words  now 
before  the  House,  they  should  substitute 
the  words  "  to  be  called  out  for  coast 
defence  and  garrison  duty." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E) 
asked  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  accept  an  Amendment  to  the  effect 
that  those  called  up  "shall  not  exceed 
10,000  in  all." 

Mr.  WYNDHxVM  :  I  could  not  accept 
that  Amendment.  If  any  hon.  Gentleman 
desires  to  limit  the  clause  I  will  try  and 
meet  him,  but  any  attempt  to  try  and 
extract  the  name  of  a  corps  or  fort  I 
|  cannot  consent  to. 

i  Mr.  MADDISON  did  not  think  there 
was  any  Bill  in  which  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  were  disclosed  so  little 
as  in  this  clause.  As  there  was  a  perfect 
agreement  as  to  the  principle  of  the  clause, 
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Igested  that  the  obligation  lav  upon 
>n.  Gentleman  to  add  words  that 
I  carry  out  what  the  House  in- 
I.  If  the  clause  could  be  restricted 
>  manner  suggested  by  the  right 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the 
But  he  was  not  prepared  to  sup- 
be  doctrine  of  a  sort  of  Ministerial 
>ility. 

TOR  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  agreed 
hie  Amendment.  The  Under-Secre- 
ad  intimated  that  if  the  clause  was 
i  in  this  way  it  was  not  business ; 
rrison  artillery  were  quite  different 
3r  branches  of"  Volunteers.  He  had 
3n  years  in  the  Regulars  and  twelve 

Volunteer  forces,  and  if  a  vote  of 
olunteers  was  taken  upon  this  pro- 
which  was  distinctly  contrary  to 
les  in  force,  it  would  be  seen  that 
id  not  approve  of  the  action  of  the 
ament.      The  artilleryman  took  a 

longer  time  to  train  than  the 
yman,  and  if  there  was  anything 
nesslike  in  this  business,  it  was 
Dceedings  of  the  Government.  Had 
9vernment  reflected  for  a  moment 
his  proposal  meant  to  the  Volunteer 
f  What  did  the  Government  pro- 
)  give  in  return  1  Did  they  propose 
mpt  them  from  certain  taxes,  or 
on  juries,  or  some  other  unpleasant 
f  a  citizen  1 

CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order  !  The 
entleman  is  travelling  a  very  long 
om  the  Amendment. 

OR  JAMESON  said  that  with 
to  the  artillery,  the  men  should 
what  obligations  they  took  upon 
rives  when  they  joined ;  but  in  any 
le  Government  had  no  right  to  go 
whole  Volunteer  force  and  say  it 
scessary  for  them,  if  they  came 
d,  to  come  within  the  operation  of 
lause,  for  the  reason  that,  like 
s,  the  Volunteers  did  not  care  to  see 
an  going  and  another  left  behind 
e  of  his  home  or  business  ties. 

onel  SANDYS  (Lancashire,  Bootle) 
opinion  that  the  Amendment  for 
^vision  of  the  Volunteers  who  were 
•ison  certain  forts  was  a  good  one, 
e  men  who  should  undertake  that 
hould  be  garrison  artillery,  and  he 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 


Secretary  would  see  his  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment  to  that  effect  proposed  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite, 
which  he  (Colonel  Sandys)  intended  to 
support. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  majority 
would  be  garrison  artillery.  He  did  not 
trust  his  own  judgment  in  this  matter, 
and  though  the  majority  would  be  gar- 
rison artillery,  still  there  necessarily 
would  have  to  be  others.  It  might  be 
necessary,  for  instance,  to  have  fifteen 
men  on  Brighton  pier  for  the  purposes  of 
communications,  and  it  was  in  matters  of 
that  kind  that  the  Government  ought  not 
to  be  called  upon  to  specify  their  re- 
quirements. They  ought  not  to  specify 
the  particular  composition  of  the  gar- 
risons. The  only  limitation  could  be  a 
limitation  of  numbers ;  if  that  was  pressed, 
he  saw  no  means  of  resisting  it. 

Sir.  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
expressed  a  fear  that  he  had  not 
been  clearly  apprehended.  He  ob- 
jected to  a  limited  number,  as  he 
did  not  see  that  it  would  be  of  any 
service,  because  the  only  result  would  be 
that  another  Bill  might  have  to  be  intro- 
duced in  a  very  short  time.  What  he 
desired  to  see  was  the  clause  restricted  to 
the  particular  class  of  Volunteers  who 
would  be  invited  to  undertake  these 
duties.  If  the  words  "garrison 
artillery,  submarine  miners,  and  others 
necessary  for  coast  defence,"  were  incor- 
porated, they  would  very  nearly  meet  the 
objections  raised. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  desired  to  supple- 
ment the  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. Ho  moved  after  the  words 
"  garrison  artillery "  in  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  add  the  words  "sub- 
marine miners,  engineers,  and  other  forces 
for  coast  defence."  That  would  include 
telegraphists,  cyclists,  and  other  people 
whom  the  Government  desired  to  have  ; 
he  thought  such  an  Amendment  as  that 
would  emphasise  what  was  intended  to 
be  carried  out. 

♦Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
Ince)  said  he  wished  to  keep  the  Volun- 
teer force  as  it  was,  and  was  glad  that 
the  Under  Secretary  had  withdrawn  the 
registration  for  service  in  the  field  and 
abroad  He  thought  the  Amendment 
would  cripple  our  power  at  a  time  when 
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we  most  wanted  the  use  of  force.  He 
should  like  to  see  steps  taken  to  prevent 
regimental  pressure  from  being  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Volunteers — even  with  regard 
to  service  at  home. 

Major  JAMESON  said  he  thoroughly 
agreed  with  the  Amendment.  The  hon. 
Member  opposite  proposed  this  limit  in 
order  that  those  who  volunteered  might 
not  appear  in  a  different  light  from  their 
comrades. 

*Mr.  WYLIE  hoped  that  his  hon.  friend 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
would  adhere  to  the  exact  terms  he  had 
proposed  in  connection  with  this  clause. 
He  did  not  think  it  could  do  any  harm 
to  give  the  whole  of  the  Volunteers  the 
option  of  being  called  out  for  service  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  said  there 
was  an  agreement  in  principle  on  both 
sides,  and  they  were  only  now  discussing 
how  they  could  give  effect  to  the  general 
consensus  of  the  House.  He  had  handed 
in  an  Amendment,  and  he  hoped  that  it 
might  not  be  displaying  undue  partiality 
to  say  he  thought  it  was  better  than  that 
of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Forfar- 
shire. It  was  to  add  to  sub-section  (a), 
after  the  words,  "military  service,"  the 
words,  "for  coast  defence  duty."  He 
hoped  that  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
would  adhere  to  the  understanding  that 
the  whole  body  of  Volunteers  would  not 
be  called  out  for  military  duty  at  any 
time,  but  only  those  men  intended  to 
garrison  forts. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment.  He  could 
bring  it  up  again  on  the  Amendment  of 
his  hon.  friend  after  the  Under  Secretary 
had  had  time  to  consider  the  proposal. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich)  said  he  hoped  the  Under 
Secretary  would  undertake  to  satisfy  the 
scruples  of  hon.  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  by  introducing  either  now  or 
later  words  which  would  limit  the  clause.  ! 

I 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  hoped  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  induced  to  advance  a 
little  further  in  the  direction  he  had  indi- 
cated in  his  Amendment.  The  Committee 
appeared  to  be  on  the  eve  of  arriving  at 
an  agreement.  He  would  undertake  to 
amend  his  subsequent  Amendment  before 
Report  by   specifying    the    places  more 

Cohmel  Bhimlell 


clearly — not    by    enumeration,  bat  br 
some  description,  or  whatever  might  be 


Mr.  Buchanan's  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
and  the  Amendment  was,  by  leiT«, 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  moved  to  amend 
Clause  2  so  that  it  should  read  ai 
follows — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  to 
accept  the  offer  of  any  member  of  a  Volunteer 
corps  to  subject  himself  to  the  liability  to  be 
called  out  for  actual  military  service  u  inj 
time  at  such  places  in  Great  Britain  as  maybe 
specified  in  his  agreement." 

He  undertook  before  Report  to  bring  up 
words  which  would  specify  the  nature  of 
those  places  more  clearly  than  was  now 
apparent  from  the  words,  and  to  make 
clear  what  had  been  their  intention  all 
along. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holderness)  said  his  hon.  friend  bad 
altered  his  position  so  much  since  the 
Second  Reading  that  the  whole  character 
of  the  Bill  was  altered.  He  had  given 
notice  of  an  Amendment  to  carry  out  the 
view  that  they  should  take  advantage  of 
the  services  of  Volunteers  who  were 
willing  to  take  upon  themselves  active 
military  service  generally  and  for  all 
purposes.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
accepted  the  limitation  imposed  on  him 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House,  he  would 
not  press  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  second 

*  to '  to  end  of  line  14,  and  insert '  the  liability 
to  l>e  called  out  for  actual  military  service  at 
any  time  at  such  places  in  Great  Britain  as 
may  be  specified  in  his  agreement.' "— {Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  necessary 
to  amend  Clause  2  in  order  to  ensure 
that  officers  should  obtain  the  pensions 
and  allowances  which  were  provided  for 
in  the  Volunteer  Act  of  1863. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  lines  17  and  18,  to  leave  oat 
'  and  eighteen,'  and  insert  *  to  twenty/  " 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendment  made. 
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BUCHANAN  moved  a  proviso  to 
ect  that  regulations  made  under 
Jtion  should  not  come  into  effect 
[ley  had  lain  four  weeks  upon  the 
The  alterations  of  the  law  which 
be  effected  by  the  Bill  were  of  such 
antial  character  that  the  regulations 

not  become  legally  binding  unless 
ere  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
bmitted  to  the  judgment  of  Parlia- 

mdment  proposed — 

>age  1,  line  19,  at  the  end,  to  add  the 
Provided  always  that  regulations  made 
liis  section  shall  not  come  into  effect 
ey  have  lain  four  weeks  upon  the  Table 
House  of  Parliament  whilst  that  House 
g.'"— {Mr.  Buchanan.) 

tion  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
e  added." 

WYNDHAM  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
is  labouring  under  a  misappre- 
u  Nothing  was  being  proposed 
was  beyond  present  powers. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  power  was 
given  to  issue  regulations  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  law. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  sub-section 
simply  enabled  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
adapt  Part  2  of  the  Volunteer  Act  of  1863 
to  the  new  conditions.  That  was  not  a 
matter  which  would  be  laid  before  the 
House.  With  all  respect,  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  Parliamentary  draftsman  to  the 
War  Office. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  said  it  was  a 
reasonable  thing  to  suggest  that  if  the 
Secretary  for  War  was  to  have  the  power 
of  varying  the  regulations  applicable  to 
the  Volunteer  force,  the  House  should 
have  some  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  on  them. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  60; 
Noes,  143.     (Division  List  No.  232.) 


n,  William  (Cork,N.E. 
Robert  Andrew 
M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
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Thomas  Dolling 
ohn 

Sydney  Charles 
I,  James 

ll-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
P.  Geo.  Hamilton 
Frederick 
g,  Francis  Allston 
)r.  G.  B. 
)aniel 
P.  C. 

irFrancisH  (South'ton 
:,  Charles 

le,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
,  Daniel  Ford 
SirWilliaro  Brampton 
id,  John  (Carlow) 


>ir  William  Reynell 
a,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
ames  E.B.  (Inverness) 
Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
RtHnGeraldW(Leeds 
,  Frederick  George 
tHnAHSmith-(Hunts 
t.Hn.Sir.MH(Bristol) 
it,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Ernest  William 
,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Commander 
irles 

,  Colonel  Henry 
Albert 

,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Ed  w.  H. 


AYES. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William(Carnarvonsh.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA  (Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

NOES. 

Cavendish,  V.  C.W,  (Derbys.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J  A  us  ten  (Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.Rad^liffe(Herefd 
Corbett, A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corn  wallis,FiennesStanley  W. 
Cross, Herb.  Shepherd( Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 


Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickers<nll,  Edward  Hare 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Charles  P.  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair, Capt.  John(Forfarsh.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers   fou   the   Ayes— 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Sir  John 

Brunner. 


Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies.M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingdeld- 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B  annatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes' 
FitzGerald,SirRobert  Penrose- 
Fitz  Wygrara,  General  Sir  F. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gariit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
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Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gorst,  lit.  Hon.  SirJohnEldon 
Goschen,RtHnG.J.(StGeorge'e 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gourley,SirKd  wanlTemperley 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Kt.  H  n.  Lord  George 
H anbury.  Kt.  Hn.  Kobert  W. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Jackson,  Kt.  Hn.  W.  Lawies 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Keswick,  William 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  SirEDurning-(Corn 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,SirThomas  (Londonderry) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Liewelyn,SirDill\vyn-(S\vn.sea 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  K. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclvor,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
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Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  J.' 
Mendl,  Sigisinund  Ferdinand 
Middle  more,  J.  Tlirotfmorton 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Moon,  Edward  Kobert  Pacy 
More,  K.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
M  organ,  Hn.  Fred  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrison,  James  A.  (Wilts.,  S.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Kt.  tin.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlingt,n 
Phillpott*,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkin«ton,R.  (Lanes, Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,TttHnHoraceCurzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Kasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hftrtle'pl) 
Ridley,Rt.Hon.SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,  RtHonChas.  Thomson 
Rol>ertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
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Sandys,Lieut-CoLTho*.Mvlei 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw-StewartyM.H.(Rnuev 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.iSlnad) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur\Unukirk 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset! 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Ta^nt 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrv  Xtnier 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.(Oxfoid  C. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Toml inson,  Win.  Ed w.  Monty 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
WardeXieut-CoLC  E.  (Keatt 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  ACE  [Tmum 
Welby.Sir  Charle*G.  E.(Xott*. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williains,JosephPowelHBirm 
Willoughby  de  Ere*by,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.H.(Yorks.| 
Wodehouse,  Kt.  Hn.E.R(Btth 
Wortiey,Kt.  Hon.  C.R  Stuait- 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,Commander  (Berks.E.i 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Sir  William  Walroad  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  If  anything 
could  justify  the  opposition  we  have 
offered  to  this  Bill  as  a  whole,  it  is  the 
present  condition  of  this  clause.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  as  originally  introduced, 
the  clause  gave  the  Government  power  to 
accept  the  services  of  all  Volunteers  who 
agreed  to  serve  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
That  meant  imposing  an  additional 
liability  of  a  very  serious  character  on 
the  whole  of  the  Volunteer  service. 
The  result  of  the  criticism  to  which 
the  Bill  has  been  subjected  is  that  the 
character  of  the  Bill  has  been  completely 
changed.  There  is  now  no  question  of 
foreign  service,  and  the  application  of  the 
Bill,  instead  of  being  general  with  the 
whole  Volunteer  service,  is  to  be  limited. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  case  for 
the  Bill  has  entirely  broken  down,  and 
the  opposition  to  the  measure  has  served 
a  most  useful  purpose  and  justified  itself 
by  the  result.  I  regret  that  the  Govern- 
ment, seeing  that  the  limits  of  the  Bill 
are  so  small,  has  not  consented  to 
acquiesce  in  the  very  general  desire  that 
any  increase  in  the  liabilities  cast  on  the 
Volunteers  should  be  deferred  until  the 
matter  could  be  considered  more  dis- 
passionately and  under  normal  conditions. 


Mr.     JOHN    BURNS  :    I    wish  to 
emphasise  the  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
and     gallant    Member    for     Ince   with 
regard  to  the  method  in  which  Volunteers 
offer  their  services.     I  would  submit  to 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  that  in  the 
regulations  putting  this  Bill  into  operation 
the  same  conditions  should  apply  as  in 
the  case  of  transfers  from  one  regiment 
to  another  in  the  Regular  Army.    The 
hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  when  Volun- 
teers are  asked  for  from,  say,   the  3rd 
Buffs,  to  enlist  into,  say,  the  East  Surrey 
Regiment  for  the  purpose  of  going,  say, 
to  India,  what  happens  is  that  the  colonel 
neither  of    the   3rd    Buffs    nor  of   the 
East  Surrey,  but  of  some  other  regiment, 
sits  upon  a  day  specified  to  receive  the 
enlistments  from  the  one  regiment  to  the 
other.     By    that    means    you    get    im- 
partiality, and  the  men  volunteer  of  their 
own   volition  and  without  any  pressure 
from  their  own  colonel.     What  is  good 
enough  for  the  regular  army  ought  to  be 
good  enough  for  the  Volunteer  regiments, 
and  if  the  method  adopted  in  the  regular 
army  is  resorted  to,  we  should  not  find 
Volunteers   subjected    to   the  invidious 
distinction  to  which  many  have  been  in 
connection  with  the  South  African  war. 
I  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  in 
the  regulations  which  are  issued  he  will 
follow   the  method    laid    down    in  the 
regular  army. 
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Question  pat  and  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  that  the  Bill,  as 
mended,  be  reported, 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  asked  that  the 
Mint  he  had  just  raised  might  be  replied 
©by  the  Undersecretary  of  State  for  War, 
is  it  was  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to 
she  successful  working  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  think  I  have 
given  the  hon.  Member  a  general  assur- 
ance not  only  that  there  will  be  no 
pressure,  but  that  no  need  for  pressure 
can  possibly  arise.  I  will,  however,  con- 
sider whether  any  specified  course  can  be 
taken,  but  I  cannot  pledge  myself  to 
apply  to  the  one  force  a  method  which 
may  not  be  applicable  to  that  force,  while 
it  may  be  to  the  other. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments  ;  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

RESERVE  FORCES  BILL  [Lords]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith, in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  on  the  Paper 
an  Amendment  to  insert  the  following 
proviso — 

"  Provided  always,  that  men  in  the  second 
division  liable  to  be  called  out  under  this 
section  shall  receive  not  less  Army  reserve 
pay  than  that  received  by  men  of  the  first 
division." 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Aberdeenshire  is  out  of  order, 
because  it  would  impose  a  fresh  charge 
upon  the  taxpayer. 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  1 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  it  would  be 
somewhat  hard  if  the  men  upon  whom 
these  new  obligations  were  to  be  placed 
did  not  enjoy  the  same  position  and  pay 
as  those  who  constituted  the  first  division 
and  the  Army  Reserve.     He,  therefore. 


asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  to 
give  an  assurance  that  these  men  should 
receive  the  same  remuneration  as  those 
upon  whom  the  obligations  at  present 
rested. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  can  give  the 
assurance  asked  for.  I  can  even  say  .that 
in  the  Supplementary  Estimates,  which  I 
hope  to  introduce  on  Friday,  a  small  sum 
will  be  allocated  to  meet  the  limited 
number  of  cases  which  are  likely  to  accrue 
this  year. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  It  will  not  be 
necessary  to  put  a  provision  in  the  Bill, 
I  suppose  % 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : — 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  must  move  the 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  although  the 
necessity  of  it  may  seem  a  little  in  conflict 
with  what  I  have  just  said.  But  there  is 
a  necessity,  because  in  the  Act  to  be 
amended  the  pay  is  laid  down,  and  there- 
fore, as  we  are  amending  the  Act,  it  is 
necessary  to  put  in  these  words  in  order 
to  secure  the  proper  pay. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  p*»ge  2,  line  7,  after  *  and,'  to  add  '  (d)  if 
under  the  foregoing  provisions  the  rank  of  any 
such  man  in  the  Militia  is  raised  or  reduced 
above  or  below  that  which  he  held  before  he 
entered  on  permanent  service  his  pay  shall  be 
correspondingly  raised  or  reduced.'" — (Mr. 
Wyndham. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  the  Amendment ;  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 


NAVAL  RESERVE  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square),  who,  in  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  was  very 
indistinctly  heard,  was  understood  to 
explain  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
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attract  to  the  new  division  of  the  Naval 
Reserve  men  of  twelve  years  service  who 
hitherto  had  not  been  induced  to  join  the 
Royal  Naval  Reserve.  The  Admiralty 
attached  great  value  to  this  additional 
reserve,  as  it  was  hoped  to  obtain  men  of 
higher  position,  who  would  be  able  to  fill 
the  posts  of  chief  petty  officers  and  petty 
officers  in  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  and 
so  release  a  number  of  Regular  officers  at 
present  occupied  with  those  duties.  These 
men  would  get  sixpence  per  day  as  a  re- 
tainer. It  was  also  proposed  to  reorganise 
the  present  Seamen  Pensioner  Reserve. 
This  was  a  simple  Bill,  but  it  was  believed 
it  would  provide  a  large  additional 
force. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Goschen.) 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
There  are  one  or  two  points  which  occur 
to  me.  I  gather  that  this  new  Reserve  will 
not  be  amalgamated  with  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  No. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 

It  will  be  left  separate  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Yes. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
There  is  one  other  question  I  wish  to  ask. 
Is  there  any  limit  of  age  or  limit  of 
service  proposed  1  The  words  arc  u  who 
have  served."  Is  any  standard  of  service 
required  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  there  would  be 
none  over  fifty  years  of  age.  There 
were  many  officers  filling  the  position  of 
chief  petty  officers  who  would  be  set  free 
for  active  service,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
greater  efficiency  of  the  Reserve  would  be 
secured. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
But  is  there  any  limit  to  the  time  which 
may  have  elapsed  since  their  service  in 
the  Navy  1  Obviously  a  man  who  served 
when  a  boy  would  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
have  very  little  trace  of  the  Navy  left  in 
him. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
Three  years. 

Mr.  Goschen. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  trust  the  Howe 
will  notice  the  significant  language  in  the 
Memorandum  to  this  Bill,  and  also  the 
statement  of  the  First  Lord  himself.  I 
was  greatly  surprised  to  hear  that  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  few  men  who  hare 
served  in  the  Navy  join  the  present  Naval 
Res  erve,  which  now  consists  mainly  of  sea- 
men of  the  mercantile  marine  and  fisher- 
men.    The  First  Lord  seems  to  he  under 
the  impression  that  he  can  get  over  this- 
condition  of  things  by  offering  to  men 
who  do  not  now  join  6d.  per  day  to  join 
the  Naval  Reserve.     Such  a  scheme  will 
not    overcome    the    prejudice    of  time- 
expired  men  against  joining  the  Reserve. 
The  First  Lord  in  some  respects  is  a  man 
of  sanguine   temperament,  out  I  do  not 
believe  he  will  get  15,000  men  in  the 
Naval  Reserve  for  a  retainer  of  6A  per 
day.  It  is  indeed  significant  that  we  should 
be  told  that  the   Royal  Naval  Reserve 
is  so  unpopular  that  the  men  will  not  join 
it.     Is  it  due  to  the  fact  that  when  a 
sailor  has  done  his  twelve  years  in  the 
Navy  he  has  had  enough  of  it,  that  he  is 
disgusted    with    it    to    such    an  extent 
that  he  does  not  want  to  have  anything 
more  to  do  with  it  for  the  rest  of  his  life! 
If  that  be  so,  it  indicates  that  the  con- 
ditions of  employment  in  the  Navy  are 
so  unattractive  that  the  sailor  views  with 
pleasure  the  opportunity  of  ceasing  all 
connection  with  the  Navy  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  twelve  years.   I  would  suggest 
that  instead  of  offering  this  retainer  of 
6d.  per  day  for   15,000  men   the  right 
hon.     Gentleman     should    consider  the 
advisability  of  making  the  Navy  during 
the  twelve  years  service  more  popular  by 
adding  the  sixpence  per  day  to  the  pay  of 
the  sailor,  thus  increasing  the  interest  of 
the  men  in  the  service  while  they  are 
members  of  it,  and  perhaps  stimulating 
among  them  a  greater  love  for  the  Reserve 
when   they  leave   the  active    ranks.    I 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  there  is  some 
|  reason  other  than  those  I  have  suggested 
I  for  the  men  not  joining  the  Reserve,  bat 
!  I  shall  be  agreeably  surprised  if  at  the 
!  end  of  twelve  months,  as  a  result  of  this 
'  sixpence  per  day  retainer,  the  First  Lord 
*  has  more  than  300  or  400  additional  men 
|  in  the  Reserve.     It  appears  to  me  that 
|  the  condition  of  things  is  getting  so  un- 
1  satisfactory  and  intolerable,   that   when 
!  once  a  man  has  left  the  active  ranks  he  i» 
:  only  too  glad  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
|  the  Reserve. 
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Mr.  GOSCHEN,  speaking  by  the  in- 
dulgence   of    the   House,   said  thai,  the 
fact  that  the  great  majority  of  men  con- 
tinued from  their  twelve  years  service  to 
the  twenty-two  years  service  proved  that 
the    service    was    not    unpopular.     The 
reason    they    did    not   join    the    Royal 
Naval  Reserve  was  that    they   kne^   all 
the  work  of  the  Reserve,  they  knew  all 
the  drill,  and  there  was  a  reluctance  on 
their  part  to  go  through  drills   and   so 
on,  which  were  intended  rather  for   re- 
cruits and  men  who  had  not  been  through 
the  training   that    sailors   of   the    Navy 
had.     Inquiries   had    been   made   as   to 
the  probable  success  of  the  proposal,  and  it 
was  understood  that  this  offer  would  be 
an  attraction    to  men  who  had  left  the 
service.     It   was   not   expected  that  the 
15,000  men  would  be  obtained  at  once. 
The  15,000  was  the   limit,   and    it  was 
hoped  that  it  would  be  reached  in  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years. 

CommanderBETHELL:  We  have  never 
yet  made  any  efforts  to  secure  the  twelve 
years  service  men.  Several  times  it  has 
been  suggested  in  Committee  that  some- 
thing might  be  done  to  get  these  men  back 
to  the  Reserve,  but  this  is  the  first  Bill 
ever  placed  before  the  House  with  that 
object.  That  my  hon.  friend  is  mistaken 
in  his  view  about  the  popularity  of  the 
Navy  is,  I  think,  proved  by  the  fact  that 
such  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  men, 
when  their  twelve  years  service  expires, 
are  only  too  anxious  to  serve  the  remain- 
ing term  for  a  pension. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday. 

COLONIAL   STOCK   BILL  [Lords]. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  said  it  had  been  the  custom 
for  many  years  to  empower  trustees  in 
this  country  to  invest  in  colonial  stock,  but 
the  colonies  had  longdesired  that  the  power 
should  exist  where  it  was  not  specifically 
given  in  settlements.  The  matter  required 
and  had  received  a  great  deal  of  con- 
sideration, and  it  seemed  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  that  the  proper  basis  on  which  to 
deal  with  it  was  that  there  should  be 
some  sort  of  security  to  trustees  that  the 
colonies  would  maintain  good  faith  with 
their  creditors,  that  they  would  respond 
to  any  judgment  of  the  courts  in  this 
country,  and  would  come  under  the  limi- 
tations of  the  Colonial  Stock  Acts, 
thus  differentiating  colonial  stock  from 
foreign  stock,  which,  of  course,  was  not 
subject  to  Parliament,  the  courts  of  this 
country,  or  the  action  of  the  Government. 
Therefore,  this  Bill,  in  the  case  of  trust 
money  where  there  was  no  special 
authority  to  invest  in  colonial  stock, would 
enable  trustees  to  make  such  an  invest- 
ment, provided  the  colony  concerned 
came  under  certain  conditions  to  be  laid 
down  by  the  Treasury.  Those  conditions 
would  be,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
colony  should  thoroughly  accept  the  legal 
position,  that  any  legislation  on  its  part 
detracting  from  or  interfering  with  the 
security  of  its  creditors  would  be  pro- 
perly vetoed  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment; in  the  second  place,  that  their 
stock  should  be  brought  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Coloniai  Stock  Acts  of  this 
country ;  and  thirdly,  that  the  colony 
should  provide  from  its  own  revenue 
for  the  satisfaction  of  any  judgment 
of  the  courts  given  against  it  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Further,  that  the 
colony  shall  provide  funds  in  the  hands 
of  an  agent  or  firm  of  high  standing  and 
position  here  for  that  purpose.  These 
conditions  would  be  laid  down  by  the 
Treasury,  and  would  have  to  be  assented 
to  by  any  colony  coming  under  the 
Bill.  An  arrangement  had  been  come 
to  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
and  colonial  legislation  had  been  passed 
for  the  fulfilment  of  these  conditions,  and 
a  similar  course  would  be  pursued  by  any 
colony  desiring  to  come  under  the  Bill. 
In  Committee  he  hoped  to  meet  a  sugges- 
tion that  public  notice  should  be  given 
whereby  trustees  in  this  country  might 
know  the  colonies  in  whose  stock  they 
might  safely  invest.  He  was  quite  sure 
all  of  them  would  be  ready  to  do  anything 
they  could  for  the  welfare  of  their  colonial 
fellow  subjects.  He  did  not  think  he 
needed  to  say  anything  more,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  give  the  Bill  a 
Second  Reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 
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Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddingtonshire):  So 
far  as  this  Bill  proposes  to  extend  the  scope 
of  those  securities  in  which  trustees  may 
invest  in  Colonial  stocks,  it  is  a  useful 
measure,  but  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
giving  control  to  the  Treasury,  although 
it  is  comparatively  small,  I  dislike  it.  It 
has  been  a  tradition  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury — not  in  the  time  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  for  this  is  a  tradition 
which  he  has  inherited  from  his  prede- 
cessors— that  it  is  their  duty  to  take  care 
of  trustees  not  only  in  connection  with 
Colonial  stock  but  with  every  sort  of 
investments.  The  policy  of  the  Treasury 
has  been  systematically  to  prescribe  the 
limits  within  which  trustees  may  invest 
to  an  extent,  which  has  not  only  proved  a 

freat  embarrassment  to  trustees,  but  which 
as  very  much  restricted  the  scope  of 
what  I  think  was  a  much  better  system. 
This  Bill  proposes  to  extend  the  scope  of 
colonial  investments  in  which  trustees  may 
invest,  and  so  far  this  Bill  is  good.  But 
what  I  very  much  demur  to  is  the  extent 
to  which  the  Treasury  is  made 
the  judge  in  this  matter  under  this 
Bill,  which  I  consider  is  the  ex- 
tension of  a  bad  principle.  How 
can  the  Treasury  usefully  supervise  the 
conditions  under  which  Colonial  stock  is 
to  be  deemed  good  or  bad  ?  It  is  all  very 
easy  in  case  of  first-class  colonies  from  a 
trustees'  point  of  view,  but  when  you  come 
to  deal  with  other  Colonial  stock  what 
does  this  Bill  hold  out  ?  On  the  one  hand 
there  is  the  Treasury  and  on  the  other  hand 
the  trustees,  who,  I  think,  would  be  able 
to  form  a  much  more  reliable  judgment 
than  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  think  we 
shall  get  a  satisfactory  condition  of  trustee 
investments  until  the  trustees  are  allowed 
to  judge  for  themselves.  I  demur  alto- 
gether to  this  guardianship  of  trustees  by 
the  Treasury,  even  under  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
sympathetic  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
towards,  trustees.  Even  if  this  Bill  were 
a  larger  measure  I  should  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  it,  because  I  object  to 
the  principle  of  control  by  the  Treasury 
which  underlies  it. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said  that 
with  all  respect  to  the  views  expressed  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
he  thought  this  Bill  would  be  welcomed  not 
only  by  the  Colonies  but  also  by  the 
trustees.    The  imprimatur  of  the  Trea- 


sury, in  his  opinion,  enhanced  and  safe- 
guarded the  value  of  Colonial  stock. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  was  sorry 
that  a  Bill  of  this  importance  should  be 
brought  forward  at  such  a  late  period 
of  the  session.  It  had  only  recently 
come  down  from  the  House  of  Lords, 
and*  the  House  was  asked  to  pass  it 
without  the  opinion  of  the  various  legal 
bodies  in  the  country  being  expressed 
upon  it.  The  Bill  applied  to  Scotland  as 
well  as  to  England,  and  so  far  as  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  was  concerned  the  legal 
bodies  in  Scotland  had  always  taken  very 
great  pains  to  furnish  Scotch  Members 
with  reports  upon  Bills  like  this  which 
were  of  such  a  technical  character.  On 
the  present  occasion  they  had  had  no 
opportunity  whatever  of  communicating 
with  those  legal  bodies  or  of  obtaining 
their  reports.  This  placed  Scotch  Members 
under  a  considerable  disadvantage.  Clause 
1  made  a  very  considerable  change  in  the 
law,  of  which  they  had  had  no  explana- 
tion.    It  proposed  that — 

"  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Colonial 
Stock  Acts,  1877  and  1892,  to  be  applied  to 
stock  issued  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  that  any  prospectus, 
notice,  stock  certificate,  coupon,  dividend 
warrant,  or  other  certificate  or  document 
issued  before  the  passing  ot  this  Act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  stock  should  state  the  particulars 
required  to  be  stated  therein  by  Section  19,  of 
the  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1877." 

The  Act  of  1877  laid  down  most  distinctly 
that  the  revenues  of  the  colony  were 
liable,  and  not  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury.  He  could  quite 
understand  how  they  might  bring  in  the 
case  of  Canada,  where  the  stock,  although 
practically  the  same,  were  not  identically 
similar.  In  1892  the  same  question 
occurred  about  the  giving  of  a  certain 
amount  of  relief,  and  Section  19  of  the 
Act  of  that  year  provided  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Colonial  Stock  Act,  1877, 
should  not  apply  to  any  stock  in  respect 
to  which  the  provisions  of  that  section 
had  not  been  observed  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  That  was  a  very 
reasonable  provision  in  the  Act  of 
1892.  With  regard  to  investments  by 
trustees  he  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  going  a  little  too  far  by 
declaring  that  the  trustees  should  be  at 
liberty  to  invest  in  Colonial  stock 
subject  to  certain  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Treasury.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  have  Colonial  stock  put 
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a  proper  legal  footing.     How  were  the 
trustees  to  know  whether  the  conditions 
<of  the  Treasury  had  been  complied  with 
<tir  not  ?    It  was  provided  in  the  Bill  that 
~they  should  be  set  forth  in  the  London 
:  fkusette,  but  he  wondered  how  many  people 
,TOad  the  London  Gazette  to  ascertain  what 
had  been  published  there.    But,  supposing 
they  read  the  London  Gazette,  how  would 
they  know  that  the  conditions  had  been 
complied  with  1    Ho  thought  those  condi- 
tions should  be  put  into  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  certificate  should  be  required 
that  those  conditions  had  been  fulfilled  in 
tbe  case  of  certain  stock.      If  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  examine 
the  Colonial  Stock  Acts  of  1877  and  1892 
he   would   find  that    they  provided  for 
a  register  in  this  country.      At  any  rate 
the  Bill  requires  considerable  care  in  its 
preparation,  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  agree  with  him  that  an  important 
question   of  this   kind  ought  not  to  be 
rushed  through  the  House  at  this  period 
of  the  session  without  very  careful  con- 
sideration.    It   wa3   important  that  the 
legal   bodies   in   England  and    Scotland 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
this  measure. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  Scotland 
will  be  able  to  do  the  same  thing  under 
this  Bill  as  she  is  able  to  do  at  present 
under  the  authority  of  the  Courts. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  had  not; 
looked  up  the  point,  and  he  did  not  j 
profess  to  carry  the  Act  of  Parlia-  j 
mei it  in  his  head.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  had  his  attention  drawn  to  Section  15 
of  the  Act  of  1877.  It  was  now  proposed 
to  repeal  that  section,  although  the  law  at 
the  present  moment  provided  that  the 
transaction  should  be  entered  upon  the 
register.  Was  it  not  a  very  strange  thing, 
when  making  any  alteration  in  the  law, 
that  they  should  give  power  to  trustees 
to  invest  money  in  Colonial  stock,  when, 
according  to  the  law,  no  trust  could  be 
entered  on  the  register  ?  It  trustees  were 
to  be  allowed  to  invest  in  Colonial  stock, 
then  by  all  means  that  stock  should  be 
inscribed  upon  ihe  register.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  hoped  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  give  a  little 
more  time  for  the  consideration  of  this 
Bill.  This  was  not  a  party  measure  at  all, 
and  there  was  nothing  contentious  about 
it,   but  he  thought  the  conditions    im- 


posed by  the  Treasury  ought  to  have 
the  judgment  of  the  House  pronounced 
upon  them.  He  did  not  think  that  a 
matter  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  left  en- 
tirely to  regulations  to  be  drawn  up  by 
the  Treasury.  He  did  not  agree  with  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member  for 
Haddington  that#  this  was  a  matter  for 
the  judges.  He  belie vod  it  was  a  matter 
for  the  Treasury  and  for  the  House,  and 
he  thought  they  ought  to  know  what 
conditions  the  Treasury  were  going  to 
impose. 

Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston)  thought  the  measure  would  be  very 
warmly  welcomed  by  all  the  colonies. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  am  entirely  in 
accord  with  the  principle  of  this  Bill, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  see  some 
force  in  the  objection  raised  by  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend.  I  have  the  good 
fortune,  or  the  misfortune,  of  being 
a  trustee  of  several  marriage  settle- 
ments, and  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  this  Bill  throws  very  great 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  those  who  are 
trustees.  Looking  at  this  Bill  as  a 
trustee  I  should  not  be  inclined  to  invest 
trust  money  for  which  I  am  responsible 
in  Colonial  stock,  because  the  Bill  is  so 
complicated.  The  measure  is  another 
instance  of  legislation  by  reference  of 
which  we  have  far  too  much  in  this. 
House.  The  measure  gives  power  to  the 
Treasury  to  make  certain  rules  to  be 
published  in  the  London  Gazette,  but  it  is 
sq  complicated  that  I  am  afraid  it  will 
not  facilitate  very  much  the  investment 
of  trust  money  in  Colonial  stock.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  introduce  a 
Bill  which  would  enable  the  trustee  to 
know  exactly  how  he  stood  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  which  would  throw  a 
little  more  light  upon  the  subject. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  said  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  want  to  invest 
money  in  colonial  stock  he  need  not  do 
so. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
Chester-le-Street)  said  he  was  very  glad  to 
hear  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  he  confessed  ho  looked 
with  some  doubt  upon  the  Treasury  in 
taking  up  this  question.  No  one  recog- 
nised more  than  he  did  the  advantage  to 


975 


Imtt<Uum  of  County 


{COMMONS} 


Court  Process  BUI 


<J76 


the  colonists  in  bringing  their  funds 
under  the  ordinary  trusts  settlements,  but 
after  all  he  thought,  when  the  Treasury 
made  a  move  of  this  kind,  it  should  take 
such  a  form  as  would  protect  trustees,  so 
that  they  would  have  no  doubt  whether 
the  funds  were  as  safe  as  our  own.  He 
agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  that  the 
difficulty  had  been  in  investing  trust 
funds.  In  these  days,  when  judges  con- 
strued the  responsibilities  of  trustees  so 
very  closely,  the  Treasury  ought  to  be 
most  careful  in  extending  the  area  for 
trust  investments. 

Mr.  BANBURY(Camberwell,Peckham) 
said  he  was  sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  taken  this  opportunity  of  enabling 
colonial  stock  to  become  trust  stock.  On 
several  occasions  it  had  been  found  that 
the  finance  of  colonies  had  not  been  well 
managed,  and  he  did  not  see  that  at  the 
present  moment  there  was  any  particular 
necessity  to  make  a  change  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  facilities  it  would  give  to  the 
colonies  to  borrow  on  cheaper  terms 
would  be  increased,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  colonists  had  yet  shown  themselves 
to  be  quite  alive  to  the  position  they 
should  feel  if  their  stocks  were  to  be 
regarded  as  trustee  stocks.  They  were 
rather  too  much  inclined  to  borrow  money 
•for  all  kinds  of  purposes,  some  of  them, 
he  thought,  with  the  idea  of  catching 
votes  rather  than  making  good  use  of  the 
money. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 


.IMITATION       OF       COUNTY       COURT 
PROCESS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  HALDANE  asked  the  Attorney 
General  to  give  an  explanation  of  the 
object  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  also  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  the  Bill,  and  particularly 
as  to  the  method  of  procedure  in  the  case 
of  an  accused  person.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  reasonable  in   a  matter  of 

Sir  James  Joiceif. 


this  kind  to  proceed  by  way  of  contempt 
of  court.  Was  he  to  be  tried  under  the 
Summary  Procedure  Act  1  In  that  case 
the  procedure  would  bo  cheap,  and  there 
would  be  an  appeal  on  questions  of  lav 
to  the  higher,  courts.  On  conviction  he 
was  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  exceeding  £10. 
Supposing  a  man  committed  theoffer.ee 
more  than  once,  why  should  it  be  a  fine  I 
If  a  man  repeated  an  act  of  that  kind,  im- 
prisonment without  the  option  of  a  tine 
might  be  given.  He  objected  to  Bills 
being  brought  into  the  House  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  when  they  had  not 
time  to  examine  them. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  said 
that  he  did  not  make  a  statement  with 
regard  to  the  object  of  the  Bill  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading,  because  the  measure 
was  short  and  simple.  The  Bill  was 
directed  against  the  offence  of  sending 
out  a  summons  for  payment  intending  to 
convey  the  impression  that  the  summons 
really  proceeded  from  a  county  court.  That 
was  a  serious  offence  which  it  was  highly 
desirable  to  check  summarily.  Of  course 
it  was  implied  that  the  document  sent 
emanated  from  an  official  of  the  court 
The  question  of  increasing  the  penalty  for 
a  repetition  of  the  offence  was  a  matter 
for  discussion  in  Committee. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  asked  if 
there  were  any  statistics  to  show  whether 
the  offence  prevailed  in  London  or  in  any 
particular  parts  of  the  country. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  :  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  give  any  statistics  on  the 
subject,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  offence  is  not  an  uncommon  one. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  said  that 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  a  good 
one  :  but  it  seemed  to  create  a  son  of 
summary  criminal  jurisdiction  in  the 
county  court.  If  the  county  court 
process  was  imitated,  that  was  a  criminal 
offence  which  should  be  treated  like  any 
other  criminal  offence.  He  asked  the 
Attorney  General  to  give  some  informa- 
tion on  that  point. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the 
nature  of  the  offence  was  really  contempt 
of  court.  The  process  would  be  by 
motion.  [Ax  Hon.  Member:  Why  not 
have  a    jury  ?]      If  the    hon.    Member 
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■wished  an  Amendment  of  that  sort  there 
would  be  no  chance  of  the  Bill  becoming 
law.  The  offence  was  one  which  bore 
yery  hardly  on  the  poor.  There  ought  to 
he  some  way  of  checking  an  abuse 
which  did  not  affect  the  more  intelligent 
classes  and  those  who  were  well  to  do.  It 
affected  only  the  poor  and  ignorant,  and 
it  was  only  they  who  could  be  taken  in 
by  tricks  of  this  kind.  It  was  for  their 
protection  that  the  Bill  had  been  brought 
in. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEA.LY  said  this  was 
to  be  done  by  motion  before  the 
county  court  judge.  That  was  a  novel 
procedure.  So  far  as  he  could  understand, 
the  Bill  applied  to  Ireland,  and  he  saw  no 
ground  why  it  should  not.  Perhaps  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  would  be 
good  enough  to  inform  him  how  the 
motion  was  to  be  made  ?    Were  rules  to 


be  made  ?  Who  was  the  aggrieved  party 
to  give  notice  ?  This  Bill  came  to  them 
from  the  House  of  Lords.  He  was 
filled  with  gratitude  to  that  House  for 
sending  them  a  Bill  for  the  protection  of 
the  poor  man.  There  was  the  greatest 
anxiety  for  the  poor  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  The  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act  was  to  provide  for  the  poor,  and  no 
lawyer  was  to  come  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  the  poor.  Yet  that  Act  had  been 
nothing  but  one  for  lawyers.  The  poor 
man  was  to  be  protected  by  this  Bill.  He 
respectfully  said  that  a  measure  of  this 
kind  fell  beneath  contempt.  If  the 
Government  could  not  engage  themselves 
on  better  legislation  they  should  dissolve. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  113  ;  Noes, 
11.     (Division  List  No.  233.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Revnell 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Baillie,  JamesE.B.  (Inverness) 
Balfour,Ru  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barrv>KtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 
Beaeh,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Canon,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendfch,  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  (Glasgow 
Corn  waUis,FiennesStanley  W . 
Cross,  Herb.  Sheph'd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Canon,  Viscount 
Dalryraple,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Doogan,P.  C 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Lambert,  George 
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AYES. 

FiteGeraldjSirRobertPenrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goschen,RtHn.G.  J.  (St-Geor's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  \V. 
Hardy,  Laureoce 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durning(Corn- 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (CumbTnd 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F, 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thah. 
Morrison,  James  A.  (Wilts.  S.) 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.(Deptford 

NOES. 

Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
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Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A»  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Phill  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richard»on,SirThos(  Hartlep'l ) 
Ridley.Rt.  Hn.SirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson, Herbert  (Hackney) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  HonArthur  (Or  mskirk 
Stanley,  Ed.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlin8on,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Welby,Lt.-Cl.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commanded  Berks,  E. ) 

Tkllers  for  the  Ayes.— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 

Tellers   for   the    Noes— 
Mr.  T.  M.   Healy  and  Mr. 
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Bill  road  a  second  time,  and  committed  : 
for  To-morrow. 


{COMMONS}  Loans  BUL 

Clause,  as  amended*  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 


*0 


PrBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Coiisidered  in  Committee, 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowthkr  (Cumberland,  Pen 
rith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  ; — 

Amendment  proposed — 

11  In  Clause  1,  pare  1,  line  1%  to  Ieare  out 
*  Edward  Howley  Palmer,  Eaquire.' "— p/r. 
Hanbury,) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  why  this 
respectaMe  gentleman's  name  was  being 
omitted. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  that  some 
time  ago  Mr.  Palmer  had  asked  to  be 
relieved  of  his  duties. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed —  i 

"In  page  1,  to  leave  out  'Lord  Iveagh.'"—  i 
{Mr.  Hanbury.) 

i 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed-  - 

"In  page  2,  after  line  2,  to  insert  'The 
Honourable  James  Henry  Cecil  Hozier,  M.P.' " 
— [Mr.  Hanbury.) 


Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  said  berthed 
to  know  why  the  amount  had  been  reduced 
i  from  seven  millions  to  six  million*,  and 
further,  whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  of 
the  six  millions  four  and  a  half  million* 
had  been  already  pledged  to  various  local 
bodies  for  the  purpose  of  public  work*. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pr*- 
ton)  said  that  the  grant  of  seven  millions 
last  year  was  a  very  special  one  indeed,  and 
was  very  considerably  larger  than  the 
average.  In  1896  it  was  only  one  and  i 
half  millions;  in  1897,  two  and  ahsK 
millions;  in  1898,  five  millions;  sad 
therefore  he  thought  that  six  milbont 
now  was  a  very  fair  average* 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  said  that  si 

there  was  now  a  Welsh  representative  on 

the   Board  he  was  sure  that  they  would 

get  justice,  and  he  therefore  would  not 

i  move  his  Amendment. 


Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  said  he 
desired  to  know  why  Mr.  Hozier's  name 
was  going  to  be  inserted.  Was  everything 
going  to  be  made  a  family  matter  ?  He 
had  nothing  to  say  against  Scotchmen, 
but  he  wanted  to  know  how  it  came 
to  pass  that  Mr.  Hozier  was  chosen  for 
this  position  1  Was  it  a  remunerative 
position  or  was  it  not,  and  was  Mr. 
Hozier  a  meml>er  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
family  or  was  he  not  ? 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed-  - 

"In  line  2,  after  the  last-mentioned  name 
to  insert  •  David  LloydUeorge,  Esq.,  M.IV" 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  ;— 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  why  it  wis 
that  gentlemen  having  large  property 
should  be  allowed  to  escape  these  loans. 
There  was  a  Mr.  Lambert,  who  had  been 
advanced  £500  and  had  only  repaid  £81 
It  was  theinvariablepracticeof  the  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  while  pressingsinall  tenant 
farmers  for  every  shilling,  to  let  the  land- 
lords off.  Here  was  a  man  whose  name 
was  perfectly  familiar  to  them,  who  wis 
let  off  of  a  sum  of  over  £400,  whereas  a 
tenant  in  Ireland  would  not  be  let  off  4d 
He  was  first  inducted  into  the  mystery  of 
public  loans  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  he  remembered,  in  1881 
attacked  Mr.  Gladstone  for  his  iniquities 
in  connection  with  them.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then  made  a  great  impression 
on  him.  He  took  a  stand  now  on  the 
case  of  Mr.  Ijanibert,  and  he  wished  to 
know  whv  he  was  to  get  off  paying  over 
£400. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  that,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  no  doubt  knew  very  well, 
Mr.  Lambert  was  not  getting  off  at  all 


»ei 


Public  Work* 


{23  July  1900} 


Loans  Bill. 


982 


because  the  debt  remained,  although  it 
^vu  wiped  off  the  assets  of  the  Local  Loans 
fond,  which  had  to  be  done,  of  course,  in 
4he  interests  of  the  fund  itself.  The 
^Treasury  did  not  foiego  any  claim  to 
jMbover  the  money  so  far  as  it  was 
TJfeooverable.  He  was  bound  to  say  that 
"TJho  advance  to  Mr.  Lambert  was  rather  a 
~Iobliah  advance.  There  were  two  advances 
i  in  1874,  and  the  other  in  1881. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  Tory  Govern- 
ment was  in  for  the  first  lot. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  whatever  Govern- 
ment was  in  did  not  now  matter.  The 
fact  was  that  there  was  a  large  head  rent, 
and  sufficient  regard.nad  not  been  paid  to 
that  when  making  the  advances.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  head  rent  fell  into  arrear,  and 
in  order  to  save  eviction  and  loss  a  salvage 
creditor  paid  off  the  arrears  of  the  head 
rent  and  became,  therefore,  entitled  to 
first  priority  over  the  other  creditors. 
Ultimately  the  land  was  sold  for  £800, 
and  nearly  £600  went  to  satisfy  the 
claims  of  the  salvage  creditor. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  stated  that  the 
amount  of  the  advances  might  be 
eventually  recovered,  but  according  to 
another  statement  of  his  the  advances 
were  irrecoverable.  In  this  case  the 
money  was  lent  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing buildings  and  putting  down  subsoil. 
Who  was  to  get  the  benefit  of  it  ?  He 
supposed  it  would  be  the  head-rent  man. 
It  was  not  fair  that  money  should  be 
spent  in  this  way  on  property  which 
practically  belonged  to  another  man,  and 
oat  of  which  the  Government  would 
never  get  a  single  penny.  This  case 
only  illustrated  the  principle  on  which 
these  loans  were  given  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  J.  Fitz- 
gerald received  a  loan  of  £3,000  for  the 
purchase  of  his  holding,  which,  of  course, 
was  said  to  be  the  value  of  the  asset. 
The  Government  now  wiped  off  £2,800. 
In  other  words,  the  holding  on  which 
they  advanced  £3,000  was  not  worth 
anything  like  that  amount.  They  heard 
a  great  deal  when  the  Home  Rule  pro- 
posal was  before  the  country  abotit  the 
iniquity  of  Mr.  Gladstone  proposing  to 
lend  money  for  the  purchase  of  Irish 
land.  They  were  told  it  would  be  practi- 
cally   irrecoverable.       The     right     hon. 


Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birm- 
ingham made  a  great  deal  of  the  plea 
that  the  money  would  be  irrecoverable, 
but  here  J.  Fitzgerald  got  £3,000,  and 
walked  off  with  £2,800,  £200  being  the 
value  of  the  land. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  this  was  one  of 
the  unfortunate  cases  in  which  a  purchase 
took  place  from  one  relation  to  another. 
A  certain  proportion  of  the  money  would 
be  recoverable.  The  value  of  the  land 
had  deteriorated  very  much  from  the 
condition  in  which  it  was  when  sold.  He 
admitted  that  this  was  a  case  where  the 
sum  lent  was  larger  than  it  ought  to  have 
been. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  they  had  pro- 
tested over  and  over  again  against  the  sys- 
tem of  fathers  transferring  land  to  sons, 
and  mothers  transferring  land  to  daughters, 
and  borrowing  money  from  the  State 
under  the  pretence  that  this  was  land 
purchase.  They  were  entitled  to  know 
the  name  of  the  Commissioner.  It  was 
very  regrettable  that  the  money  should 
be  wasted,  but  those  who  were  testifying 
year  after  year  against  this  extravagant 
system  in  Ireland  were  not  listened  to. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  the  rent  of  the 
land  was  £150.  He  did  not  know  the 
name  of  the  Commissioner,  but  he  would 
ascertain  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) said  that,  the  restitution  fund  having 
been  abolished,  they  ought  to  know  out 
of  what  fund  the  Government  proposed 
to  pay  the  sums  which  they  intended  to 
wipe  off  this  year. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  that  what  hap- 
pened was  that  the  loss  to  the  Local 
Loans  Fund  was  made  good  by  a  Vote  of 
Parliament,  and  if  any  sums  were  subse- 
quently recovered  they  were  paid  into 
the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  'un- 
derstood that  a  fifth  was  always  retained 
by  the  Government  in  such  cases.  The  ad- 
vance in  this  case  for  was  £3,000,  of  which 
a  fifth  would  be  £600.  Therefore  only 
£2,400  should  have  been  lost,  whereas 
£2,800  was  actually  lost.  Why  was  not 
a  fifth  retained  1  He  did  not  for  a 
moment  suggest  that  the  Secretary  to 
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the  Treasury  was  in  any  degree  respon- 1 
sible,  and  doubtless  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  the  smallest  sympathy  with 
what  he  was  defending.  He  would  sug- 
gest to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  should  supply  the  date  of  the  loan,  the 
name  of  the  Commissioner  making  the  ad- 
vance, the  name  of  the  valuer,  and  the 
Poor-law  valuation.  If  the  Land  Com- 
missioners knew  that  such  details  would  he 
set  out  in  a  Public  Loans  Bill  they  would1 
be  much  more  careful. 

Mr.  HANBURY  said  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
thought  more  light  should  be  thrown  on 
these  transactions,  and  he  would  under- 
take that  in  future  the  fullest  information 
should  be  given.  He  hud  already  given 
the  name  of  the  valuer,  and  would  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  name  of  the  Com- 
missioner. As  for  the  fifth  which  had  been 
retained,  it  was  all  exhausted  in  paying 
instalments. 

Dr.  TANNER  said  he  should  like  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  J. 
Fitzgerald  was  1  He  happened  to  know 
East  Cork  very  well,  and  there  was  only 
one  James  Fitzgerald  there  as  far  as  he 
knew.  He  was  an  agent  and  had  grabbed  ] 
a  certain  number  of  farms  in  the  district. 
He  did  not  want  to  put  it  in  a  painful  way, 
but  that  James  Fitzgerald  had  a  brother, 
an  hon.  Baronet  sitting  in  the  House  for 
an  English  constituency.  In  such  matters 
the  process  of  identification  ought  to  be  I 
gone  through  thoroughly.  If  he  were  the 
gentleman  he  imagined,  he  should  not  have 
any  difficulty  in  getting  a  loan,  because 
he  was  agent  to  Lord  Middleton. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  thought 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would 
admit  that  it  was  quite  proper 
that  attention  should  be  called  to 
the  matter,  and  that  it  should  be  gone 
into  in  more  detail  than  usual.  When 
money  was  being  advanced  on  property  in 
Ireland  it  should  be  done  on  business 
lines.  The  loan  for  £2,000,  which  the 
Committee  was  discussing,  was  only  an 
illustration  of  how  a  bogus  sale  could  be 
got  up.  The  sale  in  that  case  was  made 
by  a  mother  to  a  son,  and  at  that  time  it 
was  represented  that  the  rent  of  the  pro- 
perty was  £150.     In  1899,  however,  only  I 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


I  £58  could  be  got  for  it.      In  such  cases 

the  parties  walked  off  with  the  money, 

leaving  the  Treasury   to  bear  the  loss. 

He  thought  they  might  reasonably  have  a 

statement  showing  for  several  years  past 

the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  whose 

I  loans  had  been  written  off,  and  how  much 

had  been  recovered.      It  was  only  right 

I  that  the  persons  who  were  responsible  for 

advancing  money  in  Ireland  should  be 

impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  House 

I  of  Commons  would  see  that  proper  secu- 

I  rity  was  got  for  the  advance,  and  that  if 

I  a  loss  were  incurred  it  would  be  enquired 

into.     It  was  only  in  that  way  that  the 

matter  could  be  kept  on  a  business  princi- 

I  pie,  and  he  hoped  after  what  had  taken 

[place  that  the  Treasury  would  see  the 

I  necessity  for  issuing  special  instructions. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


BUSINESS  OF   THE  HOUSE. 
On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment : — 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  may  be  for 
I  the  convenience  of  the  House  if  I  say  that 
I  after  consultation  I  have  come  to  the  oon- 
I  elusion  that  the  most  convenient  course 
I  for  the  House  would  be  that  the  Colonial 
Vote  should  b3  taken  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.    TOMLINSON:    When    will  the 
I  Companies  Bill  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Companies 
Bill  will  be  the  first  Order  To-morrow. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  honed  the 
I  Irish  Intermediate  Education  Bill  would 
not  be  taken  after  twelve  o'clock.  If  it 
were  to  be  taken  To-morrow  it  ought  to 
be  taken  at  an  early  hour. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  the 
Companies  Bill  was  the  most  important 
Bill  that  now  remained  to  be  discussed, 
and  he  could  not  hold  out  any  hope  that 
they  would  be  able  to  take  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Bill  at  an  early  hour 
To-morrow. 


Adjourned  at  a  quarter  alter  One 
of  the  clock. 


i 


I 


-Private Bill  {24  July  1900} 

HOUSE    OP    LORDS. 
T«e9day,-*4th  July,  1900. 


Business. 


986 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


SHANNON 


WATER     AND 
POWER  BILL. 


ELECTRIC 


Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee,  two  to  produce  documents. 

SOUTH  WALES  ^ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION  BILL. 

Committed.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

MARGATE  PIER  AND  HARBOUR  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

PARNWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

SICKMANSWORTH    AND     UXBRIDGE 
VALLEY   WATER   BILL. 

NEWRY,  KEADY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 


fe>  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.    14)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
without  amendment,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next 

ST.  DAVID'S  RAILWAY  (ADDITIONAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House,  That  the  promoters  do 
not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the 
BilL  Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not  further 
proceeded  with. 


LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

NORTH   METROPOLITAN   ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  day  of  March.  Inst,  "  That  no  Private 
VOL  LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesday 
the  26th  day  of  June  next/1  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ; 
agreed  to.  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and 
committed.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

GREAT   INDIAN   PENINSULA   RAIL- 
WAY    COMPANY    BILL. 

Read  3",  and  passed. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

ILFRACOMBE  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Read  3*  with  the  Amendments ;  further 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY  (WALES)  BILL. 

EAST    LONDON    WATER    BILL. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

BLACKPOOL,    ST.     ANNE'S,    AND 
LYTHAM  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

PIER    AND    HARBOUR   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

HASTINGS  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

LAMBETH  WATER  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LANCASHIRE,  DERBYSHIRE,  AND  EAST 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL. 

MIDLAND   RAILWAY    BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

BURY    AND    DISTRICT    WATER 
(TRANSFER)    BILL   [H.L.]. 

PRESTON    CORPORATION   BILL   [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments ;  the  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

2N 
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SOUTH  WALES  ELECTRICAL   POWER  RETURNS.  REPORTS.  ETC. 

DISTRIBUTION  BILL.  '  * 

NORTH   METROPOLITAN   ELECTRIC 
POWER   SUPPLY   BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection 
that  the  five  Lords  appointed  a  Select 
Committee  on  the  Durham  (County  of) 
Electric  Power  Supply,  and  other  Bills, 
do  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  South  Wales  Electrical 
Power  Distribution  Bill  and  the  North 
Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  ; 
read,  and  agreed  to ;  all  petitions  referred 
to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the  peti- 
tioners praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired, 
as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills. 


DURHAM     (COUNTY     OF)     ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

SHANNON     WATER     AND    ELECTRIC 
POWER   BILL. 

SOUTH  WALES   ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION    BILL. 

NORTH     METROPOLITAN      ELECTRIC 
POWER   SUPPLY  BILL. 

Rjeport  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Duke  of  Argyll  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Lord  Brassey,  and  that  the 
Duke  of  Argyll  be  Chairman  of  the  said 
Committee ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

LONDON  (ST.  MARYLEBONE)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read 
a  second  time  after  Tuesday,  the  26th 
day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed 
to.  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Amendments  made;  Standing 
Committee  negatived.  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 


ARMY. 

Statement  of  Stores  transferred  from 
Navy  to  land  service  for  South  Africa  up 
to  31st  December,  1899. 

QUEEN'S    COLLEGE,    BELFAST. 
Report  of  the  President  for  the  year 
1899-1900. 

TREATY    SERIES,    No.     15    (1900). 

Convention  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  Uruguay  renewing  the  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  of 
13th  November,  1885  ;  signed  at  Monte 
Video  15th  July,  1899  (ratifications  ex- 
changed at  Monte  Video  9th  June,  1900). 

TRADE  REPORTS. 
Annual  Series:    No.   2484.   Trade  of 
Frankfort-on-Main  for  the  year  1899. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered    j 
to  lie  on  the  Table.  i 


POLICE  ACT,  189a 
Correspondence  relative  to  the  refusal 
of  the  Secretary  of  State's  certificate, 
under  Section  17  (2)  of  the  Act,  to  the 
River  Tyne  Police  Force  for  the  year- 
ended  29th  September,  1899.  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


COUNTY  AND  BOROUGH   FRANCHISE 
ASSIMILATION  (LONDON)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  amendment,  and  to  be  read  3s 
on  Thursday  next. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee with  further  Amendments;  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  and  by 
the  Standing  Committee  to  be  received 
on  Thursday  next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed 
as  amended.     (No.  209.) 

TITHE   RENT-CHARGE   (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee without  further  amendment  ;  the 
Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  be  received 
on  Thursday  next. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee without  further  Amendment;  the 
Jtsport  of  the  Amendments  made  in  Com- 
nfetee  of  the  whole  House  to  be  received 
I  on  Thursday  next. 

I 

[CRUELTY  TO  WILD  ANIMALS  IN  CAP- 
I  TIVITY  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
[  Reading  read. 

*The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Viscount 
GROSS) :  Your  Lordships,  no  doubt,  are 
aware  that  the  provisions  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Act  have  been  very  much 
discussed  up  and  down  the  country  by 
chambers  of  agriculture  and  other  bodies, 
and  that  a  Commission  was  appointed  to 
•  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Act.  That  Commission 
reported  in,   I  think,    1898.      In  coose- 

ree  of  the  Report  of  that  Commission 
Bill  is  now  brought  forward.  I  may 
my  at  once  that  the  great  object  of  the 
Bui  is  to  simplify  procedure  and  to  relieve 
friction  between  landlord  and  tenant  as  far 
as  that  can  be  done.  The  foundation  of 
all  compensation — the  measure  of  com- 
pensation— must  eventually  be  no  doubt 
the  value  to  the  incoming  tenant  of  the 
improvement  done  by  the  outgoing 
tenant.  Whatever  the  value  to  the  in- 
coming tenant  may  be,  that  is  the  measure 
of  the  compensation  which  ought  to  be 

E'ven.  Probably,  my  simplest  course  will 
t  to  go  very  shortly  through  the  different 
dauses  of  the  Bill — there  are  very  few  of 
them — and  explain  their  provisions,  as  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  do  at  no  very  great 
length.  The  first  clause  of  the  Bill  re- 
enacts  the  old  clause  of  the  Act  of  1883, 
but  with  this  distinction.  In  the  first 
sub-section  it  re-enacts  the  old  clause  of 
the  Act  of  1883,  but  it  leaves  out  a  par- 
ticular proviso— 

M  Provided  always  that  in  estimating  the 
value  of  any  improvement  in  the  first  schedule 
faeteto,  there  shall  not  be  taken  into  account 
at  part  of  the  improvement  made  by  the  tenant 
what  is  justly  due  to  the  inherent  capabilities 
rftheaoiL" 


Those  words  have  been  left  out,  and  I 
should  not  have  wasted  the  time  of  your 
Lordships  at  the  present  moment  in  dis- 
cussing the  matter  at  any  length,  because 
it  is  more  a  matter  for  Committee  than 
for  this  stage ;  but  I  see  that  a  noble  Earl 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  (Lord 
Grey)  has  given  notice  to  re-insert  those 
words.  I  would  only,  in  passing,  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  on  that  particular  point. 
They  say — 

"The  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture 
recommend  that  those  words  should  be  struck 
out.  Mr.  Lipscombe,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee,  who  drew  the  Report,  said  that 
they  had  received  a  great  numoer  of  sugges- 
tions from  affiliated  Chambers  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  these  Chambers  recommended  the 
abolition  of  the  proviso.  Giving  his  own 
opinion,  he  said  : — *  I  believe,  practically,  that 
it  has  not  at  all  safe-guarded  the  interests  of 
the  landowner  or  of  the  incoming  tenant,  but 
that  it  has  afforded  an  opportunity  of  cavilling 
at  the  Act  unfairly.  .  .  .  I  believe  it  has 
been  inoperative,  but.  it  is  constantly  asserted 
by  persons  who,  perhaps,  know  more  theo- 
retically than  practically  that  it  has  operated 
against  the  outgoing  tenant.1 " 

I  should  not  have  referred  to  that  at  the 
present  moment  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
notice  of  Amendment  which  has  been 
already  given  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite. 
That  is  a  matter  which  will  be  discussed, 
of  course,  when  we  get  into  Committee. 
The  second  sub  -  section  of  the  first 
clause  simply  refers  to  the  schedules, 
about  which  I  shall  have  to  say  a  wort! 
or  two  by -and -by.  The  third  and 
fourth  sub-sections  have  one  very  import- 
ant bearing  upon  this  matter.  The  first 
sub-section  relates  to  the  compensation 
payable  to  the  tenant  under  the  principal 
Act,  and  says  that — 

"There  shall  be  taken  into  account  any 
benefit  which  the  landlord  has  given  or 
allowed  to  the  tenant  in  consideration  of  the 
tenant  executing  the  improvement." 

The  4th  Sub-section  relates  to  the  question 
of  manures.  But  the  important  alteration 
of  the  law  which  is  made  by  this  section 
is  this.  The  foundation  of  the  whole 
matter  is  that  a  claim  must  be  made  by 
the  tenant.  If  the  tenant  does  not  make 
the  claim  the  landlord  is  left  to  his  own 
remedy  for  any  breach  of  covenant  that 
the  tenant  may  have  committed;  but 
under  the  present  law  if  the  tenant  makes 
a  claim  and  the  landlord  makes  a 
counter-claim  for  damages  as  against 
the  tenant  he  may  set  off  any  money 
that  he  gets  in  consequence  of  his  claim, 
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but  he  cannot  go  beyond  the  original 
claim  of  the  tenant.  Therefore  it  may 
be  that  if  the  tenant  claims  so  much,  and 
the  landlord  claims  a  much  larger  sum  for 
what  has  been  done  against  the  improve- 
ment, although  the  landlord  can  set  it  off 
against  the  tenant's  claim  he  cannot  go 
beyond  the  tenant's  claim.  The  Bill  that 
I  present  to  your  Lordships  altera  that, 
and  says  that  when  it  comes  to  arbitration, 
if  the  tenant  claims  and  the  landlord 
counter  -  claims  and  the  counter-claim 
exceeds  the  tenant's  claim,  the  landlord 
may  under  this  Bill  get  what  he  ought  to 
have  in  the  counter-claim,  and  not  simply 
be  confined  to  a  reduction  of  the  claim 
that  is  made  by  the  tenant.  The  5th 
Sub-section  of  Clause  1  is  to  remedy  a 
very  curious  state  of  things  which  exists 
under  Clause  57  of  the  present  Act. 
Under  that  clause  the  tenant  was  to  come 
under  the  Aot,  and  if  he  came  under  the 
Act  the n  ho  was  not  to  have  any  other 
remedy  than  the  Act  provided.  That 
was  supposed  so  to  work  that  the  Act 
should  always  bo  put  into  force  ;  but 
under  the  existing  law  the  tenant  had  to 
give  notice  of  the  claim,  and  therefore  if 
the  tenant  neglected  to  give  notice,  or 
purposely  did  not  give  notice,  he  kept  his 
right  to  any  other  remedy  besides  that 
under  the  Act,  Therefore  that  section  of 
the  old  Act  of  1883  became  practically  of 
no  avail  whatever,  and  in  this  particular 
clause  we  have  said  that  it  leaves  the 
tenant  his  remedy  if  he  chooses  to  take 
it,  leaving  the  law  as  it  stands  in  practice 
although  not  in  theory.  Then  we  come 
to  the  second  clause,  which  is  a  matter  of, 
I  think,  very  great  importance.  The 
second  clause  relates  to  arbitration.  The 
great  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  simplify 
the  procedure  with  regard  to  arbitration. 
The  Arbitration  Act  of  1889  may  be  said 
to  be  very  simple,  but  that  can  hardly 
be  applied  to  this  particular  Bill 
without  great  modifications,  and  U  must 
be  remembered  that  the  Act  of  1880  does 
not  apply  to  Scotland  at  all,  and  then  - 
fore  it  is  thought  bettor,  as  those  nn»Uli- 
cations  are  very  difficult  to  introduce 
simply  as  modifications,  to  re  enact  those 
parts,  of  the  Act  of  1889  which  are 
applicable,  and  to  modify  such  parts  as 
are  not  applicable  and  to  place  all  the 
new  procedure  in  the  schedule  to  this 
Act  so  that,  as  this  Act  h;is  probably  to 
1  m  worked  not  by  lawyers  but  by  laymen, 
they  should  have  the  whole  procedure 
before  them.     That  has  seemed  to  us  a 


very  much  simpler  and  better  way 
drafting  the  Bill  than  by  reference 
modification-  Now,  of  course,  t| 
foundation  of  everything  is  the  team! 
claim.  Under  the  existing  law  t4 
tenant  had  to  ^ive  notice  of  his  cilia 
That  formal  notice  is  by  this  Bill  doi 
away  with,  and  the  only  limitation  ih 
is  put  on  the  tenant's  right  to  claim 
this — that  it  most  be  made  beftN 
the  determination  of  the  GenAajJ 
it  cannot  be  made  afterwards.  WM 
regard  to  such  a  claim  when  it  com* 
before  the  court,  the  provisions  of  th 
Bill  are  certainly,  I  think,  very  ad^aa* 
geous  lx>th  to  the  landlords  and  t- 
tenants.     The  Bill  says — 

"  (3.)  Where  any  sueh  claim  by  a  tenant  fa 
compensation  is  referred  to  arbitration,  uui 
any  aum  h  claimed  to  be  due  to  the 
from  the  landlord  in  respect  of  Any  br**r  b  <j 
contract  or  otherwise  in  respect  of  the  hoMin* 
or  to  the  landlord  from  the  tenant  in  pcm 
any  waste  wrongfully  committed  or  pemiita 
by  the  tenant,  or  in  respect  of  breach  of  ceo 
tract  or  otherwise  in  respect  of  the  holdin| 
the  party  claiming  such  sum  may,  if  he  think 
h't,  by  written  notice  (not  later  than  seven  daj 
from  the  commencement  of  the  arbit  ration)  1 
the  other  party  require  that  the  arbitrate 
shall  extend  to  the  determination  of  the  cUU 
and  thereupon  the  pro visitm  ectk 

with  respect  to  arbitration  shall  apply  aeeon 
ingly.  and  any  sum  awarded  to  be  paid  by 
landlord  or  tenant    shall    be  recoverable  I 
manner  provided  by  the  principal  Act  for  1 
recovery  of  compensation." 

So  that  to  prevent  any  dispute  bet* 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant  it  may  all 
settled  in  one  arbitration  with  a 
saving  of  expense  and  trouble  and  i 
anee.  That,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  very  \ 
provision  in  the  Bill.  It  is  also  provided  th 
unless  the  parties  agree  to  anything  eli 
it  shall  he  decided  by  a  single  arbitrate 
The  3rd  Clause  relates  to  the  l&i 
charges.  They  are  at  the  pr 
moment  made  by  the  county  court  if 
cases  where  land  charges  apply.  Th 
found  very  inconvenient  for  many? 
and  very  expensive.  In  the  first 
the  county  court  is  not  always  sittin 
It  may  bo  some  time  before  you  can  g 
the  land  charges  fixed,  and  thereto 
it  has  been  decided  that  the  question 
the  land  charges  shall  he  left,  not  to  t! 
county  court  as  at  present  but  to  tl 
Board  of  Agriculture,  who  will  do  tl 
business  very  much  more  cheaply  ai 
expeditiously  than  it  has  been  done  ttiid 
the  county  court,  By  the  4th  > 
the  provisions  of  Section  :.*- 
principal    Act    are    to    apply 
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ie  not  simply  put  up  by  the 
ft  wording  to  the  existing  law, 
if  lie  has  acquired  or  bought  it. 
i  tomes  a  new  provision  which  alters 
nr,  and  I  should  say  alters  the  law 
twy  popular  way.     The  landlord, 

Lby  agreement  under  the  present 
\  no  power  to  enter  on  the  hold- 
■  order  to  see  that  the  lease,  or  what- 
it  may  be,  is  properly  carried  out, 
y  Clause  6 — 

ht  landlord  of  a  holding,  or  any  person 
rind  by  him,  may  at  all  reasonable 
softer  on  the  holding  or  any  part  of  it 
•  Dorpose  of  viewing  the  state  of  the 


to  me  to  be  really  common 
and  a  thing  I  should  think  there 
be  no  possible  objection  to.     Then 

is  a  new  provision  in  the  next 
t  about  penal  rents  and  liquidated 
get.     This  clause  puts  an  end  to 

rents  and  liquidated  damages, 
fc  in  certain  peculiar  cases.     It  is — 


L  that  this  section  shall  not  apply 
eereoanfc  or  condition  against  break - 

i  permanent  pasture,  grubbing  under- 
or  felling,  cutting,  lopping,  or  injuring 

ir  regulating  the  burning  of  heather." 

are  matters  which  so  very  seriously 
the  holding  that  they  are  purposely 
ted  from  this  particular  clause.  I 
I  have  now  gone  through  most  of  the 
ions  of  this  Bill  with  which  it  is 
■ry  to  trouble  your  Lordships  at 
esent  time,  with  oue  exception,  and 
i  the  schedules.  I  said  that  I  would 
to  the  schedules  later  on,  and  I 
o  so  very  shortly.  I  do  not  think 
leoessary  for  me  at  any  length  at 
esent  moment  to  go  very  narrowly 
be  question  of  these  schedules,  but 
ire  two  points  which  are  certainly 
Brest.  In  the  first  schedule,  which 
i  to  those  matters  in  which  you 
jet  the  consent  of  a  landlord,  a  new 
ion  is  put  in.  It  is  not  simply  the 
m  or  the  enlargement  of  buildings, 
te  erection,  alteration,  or  enlarge- 
rf  buildings,  and  the  word  "altera- 
has  been  inserted  perfectly  rightly, 
mind,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  great 
bage  in  working  out,  but  no  doubt 
one  part  of  the  schedule  to 
attention  will  be  called  by  some 
or  Lordships  when  we  get  into 
ittee.  As  your  Lordships  are 
,  at  the  present  moment  the  making 
iting  of  osier  beds,  the  making  of 
is,  or  the  planting  of  orchards  or 


fruit  bushes,  all  require  the  consent  of  the 
landlord,  but  as  the  Bill  now  stands,  pro- 
vided that  the  gardens,  or  osier  beds,  or 
orchards,  or  fruit  bushes  do  not  exceed 
one  acre,  then  the  matter  is  transferred 
to  the  second  schedule,  in  which  the  con- 
sent of  the  landlord  is  not  wanted,  but 
in  which  case  notice  must  be  given  to  him, 
the  effect  of  notice  being  that  when  the 
landlord  receives  notice,  if  he  chooses,  he 
may  do  the  improvement  himself  and 
charge  the  tenant  with  a  certain  rate  of 
interest  on  the  money  which  is  expended. 
But  added  to  the  first  schedule,  in  which 
not  only  notice  must  be  given  to  the 
landlord,  but  his  consent  must  also 
be  obtained,  the  old  Act  included 
the  making  of  permanent  fences, 
but  the  words  now  introduced  are 
"  making  or  removal  of  permanent  fences, " 
which  of  course  is  a  great  protection  to 
the  landlord  and  one  that  I  think 
ought  to  be  carried  into  effect.  Those, 
my  Lords,  are  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
I  shall  be  very  happy  at  a  future  stage  to 
make  any  further  explanation  which  your 
Lordships  may  desire,  but  I  have  thought 
it  best  to  state  the  provisions  as  shortly  as 
I  can.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  give 
the  Bill  a  Second  Beading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (The  Lard  Privy  Seal.) 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  I  hope  I  may 
congratulate  the  noble  Viscount  on  the 
very  lucid  manner  in  which  he  has  ex- 
plained the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  It 
will  not  be  necessary  for  me,  fortunately, 
to  detain  your  Lordships  for  more  than  a 
very  brief  time  in  any  remarks  which  I 
may  venture  to  make  on  the  measure  which 
the  noble  Viscount  has  just  introduced. 
A  supporter  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  another  place,  and  one  who  I  know 
from  considerable  experience  is  a  very 
competent  judge  of  agricultural  matters, 
has  stated  that  this  Bill  is  merely  a 
"  small  amending  measure."  It  princi- 
pally concerns  itself,  as  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  has  pointed  out,  with  the  simplifica- 
tion and  cheapening  of  the  existing 
methods  by  which  arbitration  between 
landlord  and  tenant  is  brought  about. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  am  sure  that  all  of  us 
at  the  present  moment  are  agreed  that  it 
is  highly  desirable  and  highly  advan- 
tageous, both  for  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant,  and  for  the  agricultural  interests 
in  the  country  generally,  that  the  culti- 
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vator  of  a  holding  should  have   full  and 
fair  compensation  for  any  improvements 
which  he  may  make  during  his  tenancy, 
and  therefore  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  very 
desirable  and  very  advantageous  that  any 
settlement   of  difficulties   by  arbitration 
which  may   arise  between  landlord  and 
tenant  should  be  as  expeditious  and  as 
cheap  as  is  consistent  with  fair  play  to  both 
parties  in  the  case.  As  I  have  said,  and  as  has 
oeen  pointed  out  by  the  noble  Viscount, 
the  sole  object  —the  main  object,  at  any 
rate— -of    this   Bill    is    to  simplify   and 
cheapen  the  procedure  by  which  the  arbi- 
tration is  brought  about  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  and  in  so  far  as  this  measure 
properly  fulfils  that  very  km  table  pur- 
pose I  am  sure  there  will  be  no  feeling  in 
any  part  of  the  House  except  one  of  wel- 
come to  the  measure  which  has  just  been 
introduced.      But,  my  Lords,  so  compli* 
cated  and  technical  is  the  law  relating  to 
landlord  and  tenant  in  this  country,  and 
so  very  complex  is  the  legislation  "which 
deals  with  those  relations  in  this  country, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  deal  with 
even  the  fringe  of  this  subject  without 
arousing    susceptibilities    and    inspiring 
perhaps  fears  in  some  quarter  or  another. 
This  Bill,  in  my  humble  opinion,  does  not 
depart    from    that    rule,    but  as  those 
difficulties     mainly      refer    to    matters 
of      detail      and      not       to      matters 
of      principle,      I      think      that      they 
are  more  germane  to  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill  than  to  its  Second  Reading, 
There  are,  however,  one  or  two  points  of 
general  interest  which  I  should  like  to  be 
allowed  to  refer  to  very  briefly.     In  the 
first   place,  as  the  noble   Viscount  has 
pointed   out,   for  the   first  time  in  the 
history  of  agricultural  holdings  that  oft- 
debated  phrase,  "the  inherent  capabilities 
of  the  soil,''  disappears  from  the  Statute- 
book*     I  hear  from  the  noble  Viscount 
that  there  are  noble  Lords  in  this  House 
•  who  regret  the  elimination  of  that  phrase, 
and  who  wish  to  see  it  re-introduced  into 
the  legislation  of  the  country*     It  may  be 
so.     I  would  venture  to  refer  them  to  the 
definition  which   is  given   of   that   par- 
ticular phrase  in  a  text-book  which   is 
very  often  accepted  as  a  proper  explana- 
tion  of   the  measure,  and  I  do  so  with 
greater  confidence  because  I  noticed  the 
other    day    that     in     another    place    a 
very    high    legal    authority,     no    less 
a  personage  than  the  present   Attorney 
General,  when   it  was  suggested  to  him 
that  the  wording  of  this  particular  Bill 
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compared    with    the    legislation   of 
country  generally  was  rather  diffici 
interpret,  pointed    out    that   he   1 
found   great  difficulty  in   undersl 
the  statutes,  and  that  when  he  did 
invariably  referred  to  a  text-be^ 
subject,  and  he  confidently  rec* 
such   a  course  to  those  who  asked 
questions  on  the  subject.     Now,  I  fira 
a  text-book  that  is  very  generally 
this  passage — 


"The    words,  'the  inherent  capabilitic 

the   soil*  may  mean  anything   or   they 
mean  nothing*" 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDO WN :  Wc 
the  noble  Lord  tell   us   what  the 
book  is  ? 

Lord    BURGHCLERE;     It    is 
"Law    of    Agricultural     Holdings,' 
Sylvain    Mayer;    it    is     a    well-kn 
book,  in  general  use.     If  that  be  a 
definition,  and  if    the  source  to 
we  were  recommended   to  address 
selves  for  information   by   the   Atto 
General  is  a  competent    source, 
hardly   think   that  there  would   be 
noble"  Lord  who  would  wish  to  retai 
the  Statute-book  a  phrase  of  such 
prehensive  uncertainty    as    the    one 
which  I  refer.      My  Lords,   there 
observation  I  should  like  to  make 
one   feature   of  the  Rill   which  w 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord  whe 
ducerl  it.     This  Rill  is  in  the  main 
missive  Bill,  and  the  principle  of  eon 
ing  out  is  maintained  in  the  Bill  thrc 
out.     Of  course  I  know  that  there 
in  many  portions  of  this  country  hi 
desirable  and  advantageous  customs 
are  called  the  customs  of  the  countr 
by  making  this  Bill  a  purely  perm 
Bill   those   customs    are    maintaine 
their  entirety,  and  so  far  I  should 
it  would  hare  the  approbation  of 
noble  Lords  who  understand  the  *u 
But  on  the  other  hand  I  am  boux 
justice  to  the  advocates  of  the  B 
well  as  to  those  who  oppose  it,  to 
out  to  the  Government  that  if  the 
ciple  of  arbitration  and  the  alteratio 
the  principle  of  arbitration  which 
been  made  in  this  Bill  are  ad 
and  for  the  good  of  the  coun 
it  is  a  curious  thing  that  they 
be  made  universal  and  even 
when    questions   of     this    nature 
between   landlord  and  tenant. 
it  might  be  alleged  by  some  ci 
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that  this  would  bo  advantageous 
ribly  to  the  poorer  and  smaller  tenants 
compared  with  the  larger  ones, 
it  is  quite  obvious  that  a 
and  well-to-do  man  is  much  more 
to  make  good  terms  for  him- 
{jririf  than  one  who  is  poorer  and  in  a 
^Mbrent  position.  However,  the  Govern- 
«eot  have  not  seen  their  way  to  make  it 
other  than  permissive,  and  therefore  the 
Act  will  no  doubt  go  on  the  Statute-book 
as  a  permissive  Act  and  a  permissive  Act 
alone.  The  next  remark  1  shall  venture 
to  make  on  the  Bill  is  in  regard  to  the 
complications,  and  1  am  afraid  1  must  call 
it  the  bad  drafting  which  has  arisen  from 
the  abrupt  and  I  would  almost  say  the 
not  very  well-considered  attempt  to  com- 
bine Scotch  and  English  legislation  in  the 
same  Bill.  As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
hitherto  without  exception  there  have 
been  separate  Acts  relating  to  these 
matters  for  England  and  for  Scot- 
land. I  venture  to  think  that  that 
course  has  been  adopted  not  with- 
out some  sufficient  reason;  because,  if 
you  consider  it,  the  methods  of  cultiva- 
tion, the  relations  of  landlords  and 
tenants  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
and  even  the  very  legal  expressions 
by  which  those  relations  are  defined  in 
the  Statute-book,  are  often  completely 
different  in  the  two  countries,  and  I  there- 
fore think  it  would  have  been  better,  on 
the  whole,  perhaps,  to  have  conformed  to 
what  has  been  the  universal  precedent, 
and  to  have  brought  forward  a  separate 
measure  for  Scotland,  in  order  to  amend 
the  separate  Scotch  Acts,  rather  than  what 
has  been  done  in  this  instance  by,  I 
venture  to  think,  the  somewhat  hasty 
attempt  to  combine  the  two  Acts,  laying 
the  seeds,  it  may  be,  of  some  considerable 
confusion  when  the  working  out  of  the 
Act  takes  place.  I  would  venture  to 
illustrate  what  I  mean  by  one  instance. 
As  the  noble  Lord  pointed  out  just  now, 
in  Part  III.  of  the  schedule  to  the  Bill, 
which  contains  those  improvements 
which  may  be  made  without  any  con- 
sent of  the  landlord  whatever,  we  find  a 
new  one — No.  28,  "  laying  down  tempo- 
rary pasture."  Now,  I  am  told — I  speak 
with  all  submission,  and  I  shall  probably 
be  corrected  if  I  am  wrong — that  in 
some  portions  of  Scotland,  perhaps  in 
Aberdeenshire,  temporary  pasture  is 
merely  one  in  the  ordinary  rotation  in 
the  crops  of  that  country;  whereas,  in 
the  South  oMSngland,  temporary  pasture 


may    be  well  maintained  to  be   an  im- 
provement on  the  holding.     Therefore  it 
will  come  about  by  this  Bill  that  what 
is  in  Scotland  merely  the  ordinary  course 
of  good  husbandry   is  in   another  part 
of  tne  country  made  into  a  tenant's  im- 
provement, for  which    he    might  claim 
compensation  from  the  landlord.     If  that 
proposition  be  true,  I  think  I  have  shown 
one,  at  least,  of  the  disadvantages  of  de- 
parting from  precedent,  and  endeavouring 
to  combine  the  Scotch  and  English  Bills 
into  the  same  measure.     My  Lords,  that 
reflection  naturally  leads  me  to  another 
criticism  which  I  shall   venture  to  make 
— namely,    with    regard    to  the  general 
drafting;  of  the  Bill.     I  think  it  will  be 
generally    admitted     that    it    is    better 
that     every     measure     should     as     far 
as    possible    be  coached    in    plain    and 
understandable    language   that  may  be 
more  or  less  understood   by   the   ordi- 
nary   layman,     and    that    is,    perhaps, 
more  essential  in  these  highly  technical 
measures  which  refer  to  the  relations  of 
landlord  and  tenant,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  desirable  that  the  Bill  should  be  made 
as  far  as  possible  able  to  be  understood 
by  the  agricultural  interest  itself.     The 
measure  should  be  set  forth   as  far  as 
possible  in  clear  and  reasonable  terms. 
Now,  I  ask  whether  that  is  the  case  in 
this   "small  amending  Bill,"  which  has 
just  been  brought  in  ?    I  will  venture  to 
read  one  of  the  clauses  in  the  Bill,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  if  any  ordinary  mortal  can 
put  any  understanding  to  it  at  all.      Let 
me  read  to  your  Lordships  Clause  10 — 

"  (1)  References  to  the  principal  Act  and  to 
Sections  29,  30,  32,  and  34  thereof  shall  be 
construed  as  ieferences  to  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1883,  and  to  Sections 
24,  26, 25,  and  30  thereof  respectively.  Refe- 
rences to  Sections  31  and  39  of  the  principal 
Act  shall  not  apply. 

"(2)  A  reference  to  the  Arbitration  Act, 
1880,  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to  the 
Arbitration  (Scotland)  Act,  1894,  and  a  refe- 
rence to  the  Market  Gardeners'  Compensation 
Act,  1895,  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to 
the  Market  Gardeners'  Compensation  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1897." 

Now,  I  ask  noble  Lords  generally  whether 
that  is  a  clause  which  is  understandable 
by  the  ordinary  intellect,  and  whether  it 
would  not  require  a  very  considerable 
knowledge  of  the  statutes  of  the  country, 
to  say  nothing  of  some  rather  distinguished 
legal  knowledge,  to  be  able  to  make  out 
what  on  earth  is  meant  by  the  clause 
which  is  put  before  us  ?  My  Lords,  I 
know  I  shall  be  told  that  this  is  merely 
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the  ordinary  sin  of  legislation  by 
ence,  and  it  has  often  been  pointed  out, 
and  I  think  truly  pointed  outj  that  legis- 
lation by  reference  has  its  advantages 
in  that  it  is  passible  in  a  highly  com- 
plicated measure  to  avoid  undue  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  and  undue  Amend- 
ments which  may  be  drafted  at  a 
moment's  notice  without  any  serious 
study  of  the  Bill.  That  may  be  so,  and 
this  method  may  have  its  advantages,  but 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  notwith- 
standing that,  this  is  a  course  which  is 
doing  evil  that  good  may  come.  But  I 
have  a  very  humble  suggestion  to  make 
on  the  subject  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, We  were  told  by  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture  in  another  place  that  it  is 
intended  to  consolidate  these  Acts  in 
another  session.  The  objections  which  I 
have  pointed  out  and  the  advantages 
which  are  gained  by  legislation  by  refer- 
ence do  not  so  much  apply  to  a  con 
solidati  ng  Bill,  because  we  all  know  that  in 
a  consolidating  Bill  no  new  principle  is 
allowed  to  eome  in,  and  therefore  there 
can r tot  be  the  same  discussion.  Now  I 
would  suggest  to  the  Government 
whether  it  would  not  be  possible,  when 
this  consolidating  Bill  is  brought  in,  not 
to  legislate  by  reference,  but  to  embody 
in  the  principle  of  the  consolidating 
measure  those  clauses  which  would 
make  it  understandable  by  the 
common  intellect.  If  that  were  carried 
out  I  think  it  would  be  doing  something 
which  would  be  of  advantage,  especially 
to  the  agricultural  interest.  There  is 
only  one  general  observation  which  occurs 
to  me,  and  it  shall  be  a  very  brief  one, 
with  regard  to  the  agricultural  legislation 
of  the  present  Government  The  re- 
medial legislation  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment consists,  I  think,  mainly  nf  two 
Bills.  One  is  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act, 
and  the  other  in  the  measure  which  we 
are  consi  de  ri  ng  to-day ,  That,  as  I  u  n  d  e  r  - 
stand  it,  is  the  sum  total  of  the  remedial 
legislation  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  found  themselves  able  to  bring 
in  during  their  lease  of  power.  My 
Lords,  that  h  a  very  remarkable  fact, 
well  worth  the  consideration  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  I  say  this,  1  assure 
noble  Lords  opposite,  in  no  polemical 
spirit.  No  one  is  more  confident  than  I 
am  that  the  Government  are  most  anxious 
to  bring  in,  and  those  who  support  the 
Government  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment would  be  moat  anxious  to  support 
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them  in  bringing  in,  any  measures  which 
could  in  any  way  assist  or  alleviate  agri* 
cultural  depression  or  agricultural  distres*. 
But  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  as  I  have 
ventured  to  point  out,  that  after  five  years 
of  considerable  power  and  a  great  majority, 
the  most  that  they  are  capable  of  producing 
— 1  give  noble  Lords  opposite  credit  for 
the  intention  sincerely  to  carry  out  their 
promises — hut  the  only  thing  that  they 
have  been  able  to  do  is  to  pass  the  Rating 
Act  and  this  M  small  amending  measure.1* 
I  am  sure  that  no  one  can  be  more  sur- 
prised than  are  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment at  such  a  result  of  their  labours, 
because  that  was  obviously  not  their  in- 
tention when  they  sought  and  when  they 
accepted  office.  I  very  well  remember  in 
another  place  during  the  three  years 
that  the  late  Government  was  in  power, 
year  after  year,  session  after  se* 
Queen's  Speech  after  Queen's  Speech, 
we  were  reproached  and  we  were 
twitted  on  every  side  because  we  neglected 
the  agricultural  interest  and  failed  to  help 
it  by  bringing  in  remedial  legislation, 
were  told  that  legislation  of  this  nature 
was  instantly  and  immediately  desired 
We  were  told  that  during  1892  and  1 
We  were  told  that  by  very  eminent  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Government  during  the 
General  Election  of  1895,  and  even  the 
Commission  of  Inquiry  which  we  ourselves 
proposed  at  that  time  in  order  to  see 
whether  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  any 
legislative  action  in  the  matter— even  that 
was  criticised  and  condemned,  because  it 
was  said  so  instant  was  the  need  for 
remedial  legislation  that  even  that  Com- 
mission was  dilatory  and  unnecessary-  I 
may  point  out,  because  I  have  some 
interest  in  that  Commission,  that  not  with* 
standing  that,  the  Commission  has  been  of 
the  highest  possible  utility  to  the  present 
Government,  because  it  is  by  the  Report* 
of  that  Commission  and  by  the  influence 
of  that  Commission  that  the  only  two 
Acts  of  an  agricultural  nature  which  have 
been  brought  forward  have  been  sugg 
and  have  been  adopted  by  the  Go 
meat  at  the  present  <Uy.  Bat,  however, 
whether  that  be  so  or  not,  and  I  really  do 
not  want  to  enter  into  any  polemical  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject — I  merely  refer  to 
it  as  a  general  remark — I  say  it  is  most 
remarkable  that  after  five  years,  after  all 
the  consideration  which  I  have  no  doubt 
has  been  given  to  it,  the  only  remedial 
legislation  which  it  hits  been  possible  to 
carry  through  by  the  present  powerful 
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Ctorernment  is  a  Hating  Act  about  which 
great  differences  of  opinion  exist  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  and  this 
measure,  which  has  been  termed  by  one 
<&  the  Government's  own  supporters  a 
41  small  amending  Bill."  Finally,  my 
Lords,  I  must  add  that  I  am  afraid  there 
wfll  be  considerable  disappointment  in 
flome  quarters  that  this  long-expected 
BUI  goes  no  farther  than  it  does.  I  do 
not  myself  hold  any  very  wildly  advanced 
ideas  on  questions  of  land  tenure,  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  even  the  most 
moderate-minded  agriculturist  had  been 
led  to  expect  a  somewhat  larger  measure 
of  reform  than  that  which  is  offered  to 
us  in  the  measure  which  has  been  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  Viscount  to-night.  I 
know  many  agriculturists  who  have  often 
told  me  that  they  did  not  expect  at  any 
time  any  possible  benefit  to  them  by  any 
ponible  alteration  of  the  Agricultural 
Holdings    Act    at  all,   but  even    these 

Ktlemen  I  think — after  a  measure  has 
n  talked  about,  promised  in  Queen's 
Speech  after  Queen's  Speech,  talked  about 
on  the  platform,  written  about  in  the 
press  —  even  such  moderate-minded 
gentlemen  must  have  had  their  hopes 
raised  and  expectations  aroused,  and  I 
consequently  fear  that  there  may  be 
some  disappointment  when  the  measure 
that  has  been  introduced  to-night  comes 
to  be  thoroughly  understood.  However, 
my  Lords,  although  this  measure  in  many 
ways  do*»  not  do  what  many  agricul- 
turists I  dare  say  expected  it  was  going 
todo,yet,  as  Ihave  pointed  out,  it  does  con- 
tain some  provisions  which  undoubtedly 
will  be  of  benefit  to  the  agricultural 
classes  at  large,  especially  in  the  matter 
of  establishing  arbitration  between  land- 
lord and  tenant.  That  in  itself  is  a  very 
laudable  object,  and  for  my  part  I 
venture  to  welcome  the  measure  that  the 
noble  Viscount  has  introduced. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN:  My 
Lords,  I  am.  sure  that  so  far  as  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  this  Bill  is  founded  there 
will  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
House.  I  am  sure  that  everyone  wishes 
to  be  perfectly  just  in  any  legisla- 
tion which  concerns  the  relations  between 
landlord  and  tenant.    On  the  other  hand, 

a  j  noble  friend  who  has  just  sat  down 
uded  in  rather  dark  terms  to  certain 
possible  benefits  which  certain  people 
axe  expecting  or  were  expecting  to 
derive  from  any  agricultural  legislation. 


What  those  benefits  may  have  been  he 
did  not  go  on  to  tell  us,  but  according  to 
the  line  of  argument  with  which  he  ended 
his  speech,  in  which  there  was  a  reference 
to  the  benefits  granted  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment as  compared  with  those  granted  by 
the  present  Government 

Lord  BURGHCLERE:  I  beg  my 
noble  friend's  pardon.  I  made  no  refer- 
ence to  any  benefits  conferred  by  the  late 
Government. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  I 
thought  the  noble  Lord  said  that  there 
were  certain  proposals  made  during  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  late  Government. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE :  No ;  I  made  no 
reference  of  the  kind. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN: 
Then  I  beg  my  noble  friend's  pardon.  At 
any  rate,  he  threw  out  certain  innuendoes 
that  the  present  Government  had  not 
done  what  might  have  been  expected  from 
them  on  behalf  of  the  agricultural  classes. 
Well,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter 
into  that  part  of  the  argument ;  I  do  not 
thinkjt  is  necessary.  What  we  are  dealing 
with  to-night  is  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  it  is  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
and  to  the  contents  of  the  Bill  that  I  pro- 

rjse  to  address  the  few  sentences  which 
have  to  say  to  your  Lordships.  As  I 
said  before,  with  the  principle  that  it  is 
desirable  to  be  perfectly  just  in  any 
legislation  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
1  am  sure  we  are  all  agreed.  When  I  say 
the  Bill  is  founded  on  that  principle,  it  is 
quite  true,  as  the  noble  Viscount  who 
introduced  it  said,  that  in  reality  it  is 
a  Bill  made  up  of  a  multiplicity  of  details 
rather  than  a  Bill  that  states  a  principle 
which  is  supposed  to  have  been  admitted. 
Therefore,  in  considering  the  Bill,  I  pro- 
pose very  shortly  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  noble  Viscount,  and  to  go  through 
one  or  two  clauses,  more  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  information  than  anything 
else,  which  no  doubt  at  a  later  stage 
of  the  Bill  will  be  discussed  in  considerable 
detail.  On  the  first  clause,  which  defines 
the  value  of  an  improvement  and  says  it 
is  "  such  sum  as  fairly  represents  the 
value  of  the  improvement  to  an  incoming 
tenant,"  the  noble  Viscount  pointed  out 
to  us  quite  properly  that  an  alteration  has 
been  made  in  this  Bill  as  compared  with 
the  existing  law,  and  that  that  alteration 
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consists  in  omitting  the    words    which 
refer  to  the  inherent  capabilities  of  the 
soil.     Those  words  "  the  inherent  capabi- 
lities of  the  soil/'  it  may  he  as  well  to 
remind  your  Lordships,  were  the  subject 
of  an  Amendment  which  was  very  fully 
discussed  in   the  Hon&e  of  Commons  in 
1883.    The  value  of  that  Amendment  was 
not  admitted  by  the  proposers  only,  but 
it  was   assented  to   and   agreed    to   by 
noble  Lords  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  in- 
cluding the  late  Lord  Hersehell,  who  said 
that  he  considered  it  was  necessary  and 
desirable,  and  in  the  end  it  was  inserted 
in  the  Act  with  the  full  concurrence  and 
consent  of  all  parties  concerned.      This 
Bill  proposes  to  omit  these  words.     Now 
with    regard  to   the  exact  value   of  the 
words  themselves  I  do  not  propose  to  say 
much.      The   noble   Lord   quoted   to  us 
just  now  a  text-book,  which  he  says  is  a 
very  good  one,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
those  words  have  no  value  at  all.     It  has 
been  stated  elsewhere  that  as  a  matter  of 
fact  valuators  never  took  them  into  ae* 
count  when  making  an  award  under  the 
Act,  and  that  has  been  given  as  a  reason, 
aod   the  only  reason  that  I    have   seen 
forcibly    put     forward,     why    it     was 
desirable  and  possible  without  doing  *any 
injury  to  omit  those  words  from  this  Bill. 
But  one  must  remember  that  this  section 
is   going  to  be  interpreted   not  by   the 
writer     of     any    tcxt-lx>ok,    not     even 
by     the    judges ;     it    is    going    to    be 
interpreted,  in  the  absence  of  agreement, 
by  arbitrators  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.     What  1  should  like  to  know 
is  this,     1  do  not  myself  attach  any  very 
great   importance   to   the  words,      If  it 
were   now   proposed    for  the   first   time 
to   put   them    m  I  do  not  know  what  I 
might  have  said  or  thought  about  them  ; 
but  what  I  want  to  know  now  is,  what  is 
the  effect  of  omitting  those  words  in  this 
Act  which  were  expressly  put  in  and  were 
supposed  and  believed  to  have  some  con- 
siderable value  1     Supposing  that  judges 
were  going  to  interpret  this  Act,  for  in- 
stance,  which  they  are  not,  would  they  or 
would  they  not  attach  any  importance  to 
the  distinct  omission  of  a  proviso  of  this 
kind  ?    That  is   really  the  whole  point, 
Those  words  may  have  value  or  they  may 
not  have,  but  they  are  to  be  decided  upou 
by    the   arbitrators.      Now  who  are  the 
arbitrators  likely  to  be  1    They  are  likely 
to  be  men,  I  should  suppose,  probably  ni 
some  practical  acquaintance  with  land  for 
this  purpose — men  who  are  not  as  a  rule 
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very  skilful  judges  of  legal  phraseology. 
I  should  certainly  like  to  hear  from  some 
legal  authority' what  they  would  say 
in  a  similar  case ;  but  is  it  not  likely  that 
ati  arbitrator  woul!  These  words 

which  were  very  much  insisted  upon  and 
very  much  objected  to  by  people  outside 
the  House  have  been  struck  out  by 
Parliament,  It  cannot  be  supposed  when 
Parliament  was  striking  the  words  out 
that  Parliament  meant  to  do  nothing  at 
all ;  it  struck  them  out  on  purpose,  and 
it  is  quite  clear  that  Parliament  intended 
to  transfer  to  the  tenant  something  which 
was  refused  to  him  by  the  law  as  it  stood 
up  to  that  time,"  "  My  Lords,  I  have 
nothing  at  this  point  to  say  upon  that 
matter  further  than  that  I  should  like  to 
know  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
Viscount,  and,  what  is  of  still  greater  im- 
portance, the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack,  is  the  effect  which 
naturally  may  be  expected  to  flow  from 
the  omission  of  these  words  under  the 
conditions  which  I  have  named-  There 
are  no  other  matters  in  the  first  clause 
which  I  think  It  is  necessary  to  refei 
except  that  in  Subsection  5  it  is  said— 

,[  Nothing  in  thii  iftction  shall  prejudice  the 
rij>ht  of  a  tenant  to  claim  anv  compensation  to 
which  he  may  be  entitle!  under  custom,  agro>- 
ment,  or  otherwise/' 

My  Lords,  I  rather  gathered  from  the 
noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  that  he  him- 
self thought  it  might  have  been  advisable 
to  make  a  Bill  of  this  sort  compulsory* 
Fortunately  for  the  good  management 
and  easy  management  of  land  in  this 
country/  I  believe  that  the  bulk  of  the 
business  will  be  done,  as  it  has  been  done, 
by  custom  and  by  private  agreement, 
which  is  so  well  understood  and  which  is 
different  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  not  by  laws  which  have  been  framed 
by  the  House  of  Commons  and  by  this 
lb-use.  Your  Lordships  know,  just  as  I 
do,  that  it  is  impossible  to  put  into  words 
many  of  the  relations  and  transactions 
and  duties  which  are  incumbent  upon  a 
landlord  in  dealing  with  a  tenant,  and 
vice  vena.  There  is  so  much  depends  on 
individuals,  so  much  depends  on  the 
country,  so  much  depends  on  the  soil,  so 
much  depends  on  the  practice,  that 
custom  and  agreement  must  always  be 
superior  to  the  law,  and  I  hope  that  Par- 
liament will  never  be  ao  unwise — it  never 
has  been  hitherto,  and  I  hope  it  never 
will  be— as  to  attempt  to  determine 
relations  between   landlord   and   tenant. 
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In   the   second  sub-section  it  is  stated 

that_ 

"  Any  claim  by  a  tenant  for  compensation 
under  the  principal  Act  or  this  Act  in  respect 
of  any  improvement  comprised  in  the  first 
schedule  to  this  Act  shall  not  be  made  after 
the  determination  of  the  tenancy." 

As  your  Lordships  know,  at  the  present 
time  the  date  in  Scotland  is  four  months 
before  the  expiration  of  the  tenancy.  In 
England  I  believe  it  is  two  months.  I 
may  say  that  I  think  this  change  is  a 
good  change.  As  the  Bill  originally  stood 
it  proposed  to  give  a  tenant  some  time 
after  the  expiration  of  the  tenancy — an 
arrangement  which  would  have  produced, 
no  doubt,  very  great  confusion ;  but  as  the 
BQl  stands  it  seems  to  me  that  you  have 
done  what  is  very  fair  and  right  in  allowing 
the  tenant  to  make  his  claim  at  any  time 
before  he  leaves.  The  proposal  in  regard  to 
there  being  a  single  arbitrator  I  imagine 
will  obtain  general  approval.  We  all 
wish  to  do  anything  which  will  cheapen 
the  procedure,  and  although,  of  course, 
we  shall  run  the  risk  of  the  proceedings 
being  before  an  arbitrator  who  is  not  a 
skilled  lawyer,  and  who  would  labour, 
therefore,  under  certain  disadvantages  in 
interpreting  contracts — although  we  may 
labour  under  certain  disadvantages,  yet 
on  the  whole,  and  taking  the  probable 
outcome  from  the  clause,  I  think  the 
single  arbitrator  is  preferable,  and  the 
doing  away  with  the  court  of  appeal  is, 
on  the  whole,  an  advisable  course  for  the 
Government  to  have  taken.  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  think  I  need  trouble  your  Lord- 
ships with  anything  further  until  we 
come  to  Clause  6,  but  to  that  clause  I 
should  like  to  call  your  Lordships'  atten- 
tion.    It 


"  Notwithstanding  any  provision  in  a  con- 
tract of  tenancy  for  the  payment  by  the  tenant 
of  an  increased  rent  or  other  liquidated  dam- 
ages for  a  breach  of  a  covenant  or  condition,  a 
landlord  shall  not  be  entitled  to  recover,  by 
distress  or  otherwise,  any  sum  in  respect  of  a 
breach  of  any  such  covenant  or  condition  in 
s  of  the  damage  actually  suffered  by  him." 


And  it  goes  on  with  the  proviso — 

"  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
covenant  or  condition  against  breaking  up 
permanent  pasture,  grubbing  underwoods,  or 
telling,  cutting,  lopping  or  injuring  trees." 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  proviso  pro- 
claims the  futility  of  the  clause.  Unless 
there  be  something  contrary  to  public 
policy,  is  it  not  desirable  that  a  landlord 
and  tenant  should  be  left  to  make  any 
arrangements  between  themselves  they 


may  choose  ?    Personally  I  have  no  love 
for  penal  clauses,  but  I  do  not  see  any 
reason — and  surely  some  reason  should 
be  given — why  even    a  landlord  or    a 
tenant  may  not  propose  and  may   not 
make  and  may  not  enforce  any  covenant 
which    they    choose.       If    it    could    be 
shown   that   it  was  contrary    to    public 
policy,     and     that     public     or    general 
damage  would  ensue  from  that  course, 
then    I    could    understand    Parliament 
forbidding  what  have  been  called  penal 
rents ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  you  will  see 
in  the  clause  as  it  stands  you  limit  the 
damage  which  the  landlord  can  recover  to 
the  damage  which   he  actually  sustains^ 
If  the   clause  stood  by  itself  pure  and 
simple  every  one  of  your  Lordships  knows 
that  there  are  damages  which  you  could 
not  compensate  in  money.     The  Govern- 
ment    originally     proposed      to      com- 
pensate    in     money     for    breaking    up- 
permanent  pasture.     It  would  be  perfectly 
impossible  to  assess  that  damage  in  money. 
No  one  can  say  what  it  is.     It  is  entirely 
different  in  different  places.     As  the  noble 
Lord  who  spoke  just  now  said,  in  some  parts 
of  Scotland  nothing  is  easier  or  commoner 
than  to  sow  down  land  to  seeds  and  clover, 
and  you  get  your  clover,  and  the  land  will 
stand  for  several  years  in  grass,  and  very 
good  grass  it  is.     If  you  try  to  do  that  in 
some  of  the  strong  land  in  the  south  of 
England  no  pasture  comes  at  all  after  the 
first  year  or  so.     If  the  Government  had 
not  inserted  this    proviso  and   made  it 
apply  to  permanent  pasture,  one  would 
have  been  able  to  give  them  an  instance 
in   which  the  clause  would   have  been 
absolutely  injurious   and  absolutely  un- 
fair ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  when  you. 
apply  it  to  permanent  pasture  or  any 
similar  case,  nothing  can  be  fairer  than 
that  the  landlord  who  wishes  not  to  ob 
tain  payment  for  the  damage  done,  but 
to  prevent  any  possibility  of  the  damage 
being  done,  should  be  able  to  say  that  if 
a    person   took   a   particular   course  he- 
should  be    liable  to  pay   a  sum  which 
would  be  sufficient  in  amount  to  prevent 
any  likelihood  of   the   act   which   it  is 
wished  to  prevent  being  done.    As  I  savy 
personally,   looking   at    it   as   a    purely 
practical      matter,     one     can    find    no 
very    great    objection    to    it,     but    in 
dealing    with    it    as    a   principle  of  law 
surely  nothing  can  be  more  undesirable 
than    that    Parliament  should    interfere 
with  the  right  of  contract  between  land- 
lord and  tenant,  unless  there  is  some  posi- 
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tive  public  reason  for  so  doing.  The 
noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  made  some 
strictures— and,  I  thought,  very  deserved 
strictures— on  the  extraordinary  phrase- 
ology of  Clause  10.  I  do  not  think  I  can 
agree  with  him  altogether  in  blaming  the 
Government  for  making  the  Act  appli- 
cable both  to  Scotland  and  to  England, 
It  is  desirable  to  do  so  if  you  can  do  it, 
and  on  the  whole,  having  some  little 
knowledge  of  one  part  of  the  country,  a 
part  in  which  there  is  a  good  deal  of  high 
farming,  I  have  been  looking  into  the 
clauses,  and  I  may  say  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  see  any  particular  objec- 
tion to  them.  I  quite  admit  this — I 
do  not  understand  them  j  and  I  do 
not  think  that  any  other  pereon 
in  this  House,  or  any  other  Scotchman, 
poeribiy  could  understand  them,  because 
they  consist  simply  of  references,  and  I  do 
not  think  anyone  has  either  the  time  or 
the  intelligence,  and  I  think  probably  he 
is  not  intended  to  have  either  the  time  or 
the  intelligence,  to  make  himself  fully 
acquainted  with  their  contents  ;  but  that 
is  the  system  which  draughtsmen  have 
adopted— some  of  as  think,  very  delibe- 
rately adopted.  It  has  been  said  before 
now  that  this  new  mode  of  drafting  has 
been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
Bills  through  another  place,  and  possibly 
through  this  House.  I  have  known 
recently  of  eases  in  which  noble  Lords 
have  been  very  much  surprised  to  see 
things  which  have  happened,  and  they 
have  been  very  angry  on  ascertaining 
what  a  particular  Bill  really  meant.  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  come  to  the  schedules. 
In  Part  II.  of  the  schedules  there  are, 
as  the  noble  Viscount  pointed  out, 
some  improvements  in  respect  of  which 
notice  to  the  landlord  is  now  to  be  suffi- 
cient where  his  consent  was  formerly  re- 
quired. Those  matters  are  the  making 
of  gardens,  the  planting  of  orchards  Of 
fruit  bushes,  and  the  making  and  planting 
<rf  osier  beds,  Except  in  certain  rare 
cases — I  believe  they  are  very  rare— I  do 
not  think  it  very  much  matters,  because 
it  will  not  be  found  very  often  that  the 
tenants  will  make  gardens  or  plant 
orchards  or  osier  beds.  They  will  usually 
choose  to  go  to  their  landlords  for  fruit 
bushes  if  they  want  them,  and  so  far  as  the 
making  and  planting  of  osier  beds  is  con 
cerned,  I  dare  say  they  may  do  that  in 
some  places,  but  those  places  must  be 
very  few.  What  I  want  to  call  attention 
to  is   the  principle  which  is  involved  in 
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this  second  part  of  the  schedule  aa 
amended.  The  ordinary  principle  OQ 
which  a  holding  is  held  in  England 
and  Scotland  has  been  hitherto*  as 
I  understand  it,  this;  that  the  land- 
lord, executing  all  or  very  nearly 
all  the  permanent  improvements,  making 
the  fences,  the  buildings,  and  all  th 
of  that  kind,  and  having,  in  fact,  the  full 
control  of  the  holding,  has  hitherto  had  a 
right  to  say  for  what  purpose  his  holding 
shall  bo  used,  and  he  has  had  a  right  to 
object  if  that  holding  was  going  to  be 
applied  to  some  purpose  other  than  the 
purpose  for  which  he  let  it,  Now,  what 
does  the  clause  do  %  It  says  that,  beyond 
one  acre,  no  man  may  make  ;i  garden  or  do 
any  of  these  other  things  without 
consent  of  his  landlord  ;  but  when  you  get 
below  an  acre  then  anyone  may  make  a 
garden,  plant  an  orchard,  or  make  an 
ofiie*  l>ed,  and  he  is  to  be  entitled  to  be 
compensated  for  that.  If  it  is  a  market 
garden,  he  is  to  come  under  the  provi 
of  Part  III.,  which  refers  to  market  gar- 
dens. Well,  suppose  he  has  made  one 
garden,  and  suppose  he  leaves  the  hold- 
ing —  the  tenant,  generally  speaking, 
holds  on  a  yearly  tenancy  —  then  the 
next  man  comes ;  b  he  to  be 
entitled  to  the  same  thing  over  again  X 
How  many  times  may  it  I>e  done  ]  Is 
there  anything  in  the  Bill  to  restrict  the 
number  of  times  it  may  be  done  ]  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  involves  a  principle 
which  is  very  much  larger  than  the  mere 
wTords  or  the  mere  effect  which  the  clause 
is  likely  to  have,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
that  will  be  a  matter  which  will  be  dis- 
cussed hereafter,  I  must  apologise  to  your 
Lordships  for  having  detained  you  so 
long.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  trouble  your  Lordships  any 
further. 

Lord  DE  RAMSEY  :  My  Lords,  there 

are  two  matters  upon  which  I  wish  to 
address  the  House,  very  shortly  indeed, 
and  they  have  arisen  out  of  the  two 
speeches  that  we  have  just  heard.  The 
noble  Lord  on  the  front  Opposition  bench 
made  a  statement  which  certainly  was 
not  very  germane  to  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill,  but  it  was  a  statement  which 
I  can  hardly  allow  to  go  uncontradicted. 
He  says  that  the  present  Government 
have  only  passed  two  Bills  which  really 
have  aided  the  agricultural  interest.  The 
noble  Lord  has  forgotten  one  measure 
passed    by    the    present    Government, 
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and  a  most  useful  measure — namely, 
the  reduction  of  the  land  tax  to 
a  maximum  of  one  shilling.  That 
measure  has  brought  infinite  relief  to 
a  great  many  of  those  who  have  been 
struggling  with  agricultural  depression; 
but  apart  from  that,  if  there  had  not 
been  a  single  measure  of  any  description 
passed  for  the  relief  of  agriculture,  I 
maintain  that  the  firm  attitude  which  has 
been  adopted  by  our  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture in  successfully  withstanding  all 
insidious  appeals  that  might  have  led  to 
the  introduction  of  foot-and-mouth  disease 
and  swine  fever  into  this  country,  has 
done  more  good  than  any  legislation  that 
could  possibly  have  been  introduced. 
The  other  matter  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  upon  has  been  touched 
upon  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite, 
and  that  is  the  question  of  the  omission 
of  these  words,  "  the  inherent  capabilities 
of  the  soil."  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
noble  Viscount  who  introduced  this  Bill 
has  got,  as  usual,  a  Royal  Commission  at 
his  back,  but  I  do  maintain  that  if  Parlia- 
ment deliberately  omits  those  words  that 
have  been  in  a  previous  Act  people  will 
naturally  say,  "  Well,  Parliament  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  insert  them."  And 
apart  from  that,  in  the  ordinary  industry 
of  agriculture,  I  submit  to  your  Lordships 
that  a  most  important  element  is  the 
inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil.  Lastly, 
I  touch  upon  a  matter  which  has  been 
mentioned  by  both  noble  Lords,  and  that 
is  the  extraordinary  drafting  of  this  Bill. 
For  years  we  have  been  engaged  in  trying 
to  spread  the  land  amongst  the  smaller 
people  in  this  kingdom.  We  have 
had  allotments,  we  have  had  small 
holdings,  we  are  trying  small  farms, 
we  are  doing  what  we  can  to  enlarge  the 
number  of  tenants.  Will  any  noble  Lord 
tell  me  how  it  is  possible,  in  three-fourths 
of  a  sheet  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  to  explain 
to  any  of  these  small  men  how  he  stands 
in  relation  to  this  matter  ?  I  know  it 
cannot  probably  be  done  in  this  Bill,  but 
I  appeal  to  the  noble  Viscount,  if  he  is 
again,  as  I  hope  he  will  be,  in  a  position 
to  help  us  in  the  agricultural  world,  that 
he  will  simplify  the  procedure. 

On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2a 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Friday 
next. 


LUNACY    BOARD    (SCOTLAND) 
(SALARIES,  ETC.)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  This  Bill 
is  a  very  simple  one.  The  Lunacy  Board 
for  Scotland  has  been  established  for 
about  half  a  century,  and  at  the  time  it 
was  established  a  limit  was  put  on  the 
salaries  which  the  Treasury  might  pay  to 
the  officers  engaged  by  the  Board.  Since 
that  time  the  scale  of  payment  has  risen. 
The  limit  of  the  secretary's  salary,  which 
is  £420,  is  certainly  inadequate,  and  the 
object  of  this  Bill  is  simply  to  repeal  the 
maximum  salaries,  and  to  leave  these 
civil  servants  in  the  position  of  nearly  all 
other  civil  servants  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Crown,  and  to  give 
power  to  the  Treasury  to  fix  a  proper 
scale  of  remuneration.  I  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  the 
Bill 

Bill  read  2a  (according  to  Order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

INEBRIATES*   AMENDMENT  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL  [h.l.]. 

Commons  Amendment  considered  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  agreed  to. 

EXECUTORS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order) ;  an  Amendment  made ;   Bill  re- 
committed to  the  Standing  Committee ; 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  194.) 

BEER  RETAILERS'  AND  SPIRIT  GRO- 
CERS' LICENCES  (IRELAND)  (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

PROHIBITION    OF    EXPORTATION    OF 
ARMS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amendment; 
Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Second  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee considered. 
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The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
<The  Earl  of  Morley}  moved  "That  the 
Mouse  do  agree  with  tne  said  Report." 

♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
want  to  say  a  very  few  words  upon  the 
last  paragraph  of  this  Report,  which  says 
(that  after  considering  the  letter  addressed 
to  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments  by  the  Clerk 
Assistant  and  certain  proposals  made  by 
tthe  Lord  Chancellor,  it  was  resolved — 

"That  the  Committee,  having  heard  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  have  no  recom- 
mendation to  make  to  the  House." 

INow,   my  Lords,  though  perhaps  it  is 
very  discreet  of  the  Committee  to  have 
come  to  this  conclusion,  I  do  not  think  it 
really  represents  the  mind  that  was  in  the 
minds  of  members  of  the  Committee.     I 
think  I  am  not  misrepresenting  the  views  of 
large  bulk  of  the  Committee  if  I  say  the 
that  they  were  very  strongly  inclined  to  the 
view  that  the  recommendation    of    the 
•Committee  of  1889  was  a  very  reasonable 
.recommendation,  and  one  that  it  was  in 
the  interest  of  the  House  to  have  carried 
•out.      The  whole    question,    of    course, 
refers  to  the  appointment  of  a  Reading 
^Clerk  to  fill  the  third  seat  that  has  been 
so  long  vacant  at  the  Table  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House.     The  subject  has  not  been 
a  new   ono  before  the   House  of  Lords 
Offices  Committee,  and,  indeed,  if  I  am 
not  misinformed,  it  has  been  much  dis- 
cussed  by    even    a  more  august  body. 
The    facts    are    these :     Prior     to     the 
year    1824     the     appointment    of     the 
Assistant  Clerk  and  of  the  Reading  Clerk 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  Parlia- 
ments.    It  was  then  transferred  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  since  then  the  Lord 
Chancellor  has  had  the  exercise  of   the 
patronage  of  the  two  seats  at  the  Table. 
It  has  been  realised  of  recent  years  that 
the  sittings  of  your  Lordships'  House  are 
not  usually   very    prolonged,   and    that 
therefore  the  actual  work  in  the  House 
that  the  Reading  Clerk  has  had  to  do 
has  not  been  excessive,  and  at  any  rate 
is  not  such  as  to  require  the  full  time 
that  a  competent  man  could  give  to  the 
work.     At  the  same  time  I  think  it  has 
•  been  brought   very  clearly    before    the 
House  of  Lords  Offices  Committee,  both 
recently  during  the  present  session  and 
also  on  former  occas'ons,  that  it  is  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  a  third  clerk  at 
the  Table ;  that  great  inconvenience  might 
•occur  through   one    of    the   other    two 
-clerks  being  absent,  and  that  though  the 


absolute  work  of  the  Reading  Clerk  is 
not  very  great,  yet  he  is  able 
during  the  sittings  of  the  House  to  give 
great  help  in  other  respects  to  the  other  two 
clerks,  and  that  really  it  is  in  the  interests 
of  the  House  that  a  third  clerk  should  be 
sitting  at  the  Table.  Now  the  difficulty 
is  this,  that  you  have  got  a  certain  amount 
of  work,  not  a  great  deal  of  work,  but  yet 
work  that  it  requires  an  experienced  man 
to  perform,  and  a  man  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  procedure  and  Standing  Orders 
of  the  House.  The  Committee  has, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  held  the 
opinion  that  such  a  man  could  be  found 
amongst  the  higher  clerks  already  in  the 
service  of  your  Lordships'  House,  and  that 
it  was  a  very  reasonable  and  convenient 
arrangement  that  one  of  the  higher  clerks 
of  the  House  should  have  added  to  his 
duties  the  duties  of  the  Reading  Clerk  at 
the  Table.  In  the  year  1889  the  Com- 
mittee reported,  and  your  Lordships' 
House  adopted  the  Report — 

<<  The  Clerk  Assistant  and  the  Reading  Clerk 
were  formerly  appointed  by  the  Clerk  of  Par- 
liaments. Since  1824  the  Lord  Chanellor  has 
appointed  these  offices.  The  Committee 
strongly  recommend  that  the  appointment  of 
at  least  one  of  these  clerkships  should  revert 
to  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments,  and  that  he 
should  promote  one  of  the  senior  clerks  of  his 
department  whom  he  shall  consider  most  fit 
for  the  post  The  clerk  could  combine  with 
his  duties  at  the  Table  the  office  of  chief  clerk 
or  headship  of  a  department.  This  change 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  con  • 
duce  to  efficiency  no  less  than  economy." 

Owing  to  the  unfortunate  vacancy  that 
took  place  in  the  Reading  Clerk's  appoint- 
ment, this  question  came  again  this  session 
for  consideration  before  the  Committee.   I 
think  the  Committee's  opinion,  though  not 
expressed,  was,  after  all,  very  much  in 
accordance  with  the  resolution  of  1889 ; 
and  in   the  Committee  I    ventured    to 
move  the  reassertion  of  that  resolution. 
Some  conversation  ensued,  and  eventually 
the  noble  and  learned  Earl  who  sits  on 
the  Woolsack  suggested  that  the  whole 
matter  might  be  referred  to  a  Sub-com- 
mittee of  the  Committee,  consisting  of 
the  very  eminent  Peers,  Lord  Salisbury, 
Lord  Kimberley,  and  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire.    In  face  of  that  proposal,  on  the 
advice  of  the  Lord  Chairman,  I  withdrew 
my  proposal.     These  noble  Lords  met. 
I  understand  that  the   Leader  on  that 
Bench  and    the  Leader  on  this  Bench 
agreed  to  leave  the  whole  decision  of  the 
matter  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who 
now  sits  on   the  Front  Bench.      Well, 
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the  noble  Duke,  I  am  afraid,  did  not 
give  the  Committee  any  very  great 
assistance  by  the  recommendation  that  he 
made,  because,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
understand  it,  all  the  noble  Duke  decided 
was  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  the 
most  complete  right  to  appoint  whom  he 
liked. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  That  is  not  quite  an 
accurate  statement  of  what  occurred. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  That  was  the 
impression  left  on  the  minds  of  many  of 
us.  We  received  no  formal  report,  and  that 
was  the  idea  left  in  my  mind,  at  any  rate. 
That,  of  course,  was  a  power  not  in  the 
least  in  dispute,  and  we  most  gladly 
assent  to  the  fact  that  the  power  does  lie 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  appoint  whom 
he  chooses.  Now,  unfortunately,  I  think 
rather  a  personal  tone  has  been  given  to 
this  question.  I  am  very  sorry  for  it, 
because  I  am  sure  that  the  very 
last  thought  that  is  the  minds  of 
any  of  us  is  to  cast  any  reflection 
whatever  on  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack,  and  that  all  we  are 
anxious  to  do  is  in  the  most  friendly  and 
considerate  way  simply  to  represent  to 
him  what  our  views  are.  After  the  Com- 
mittee sat,  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
then  suggested  to  the  Committee  that  he 
was  quite  ready  to  appoint  one  of  the 
senior  clerks  on  this  occasion  to  the  seat 
at  the  Table,  which  is  now  vacant,  on 
condition  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought 
into  Parliament  for  the  future  transferring 
the  appointment  to  the  Clerk  of  Parlia- 
ments with  the  further  condition  that 
whoever  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments  should 
appoint  should  be  a  lawyer.  Well,  that 
was  giving  a  very  new  and  somewhat 
unexpected  turn  to  the  discussion,  because 
we  had  not  up  to  that  time  been  informed 
that  the  legal  service  of  your  Lordships' 
House  had  been  inefficiently  performed 
under  existing  arrangements.  My 
Lords,  further,  I  have  to  point  out 
that  when  the  position  of  Assistant 
Clerk  was  vacant  not  very  long 
ago,  and  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  made, 
as  we  all  know,  the  most  excellent 
appointment  in  the  person  of  the  gentle- 
man who  now  occupies  that  position,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  did  not  choose  a 
lawyer  for  that  position.  Therefore  at 
that  time  it  would  seem  that  there  was 
no  great  necessity  for  a  further  appoint- 


ment in  the  legal  division ;  but  I  must  say 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  on  the  Woolsack 
rather  gave  his  own  case  away  in  saying 
that  on  this  occasion  he  was  prepared  to 
appoint  to  the  seat  here  the  clerk  now  in 
the  service  of  your  Lordships'  House.  It 
seems  to  me  that  by  offering  to  do  that 
— and  I  quite  accept  and  welcome  the 
concession  that  was  made  to  our  views  in 
that  offer — yet  in  making  that  offer 
surely  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  did 
give  away  his  case  of  the  extreme  neces- 
sity of  further  legal  assistance  in  respect 
of  the  clerks  at  the  Table.  As  I  say,  I 
repudiate  any  idea  of  any  personal  reflec- 
tion. I  am  only  anxious  to  see  this  matter 
settled  in  a  manner  which  will  be  con- 
ducive to  the  efficiency  of  the  service  of 
the  House,  and  also  which  will  prevent 
any  ill-feeling  arising  between  this  House 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  I 
do  hold  that  we  are  bound  so  far  as  we 
can  to  combine  economy  with  efficiency,  to 
endeavour  as  far  as  possible  to  meet  the 
views  that  have  been  again  and  again  ex- 
pressed by  the  other  House,  which  have 
also  been  insisted  upon  by  the  Executive, 
by  the  Treasury,  that  as  far  as  possible 
economy  should  be  exercised  with  regard 
to  our  appointments.  I  propose  to  move, 
as  an  addition  to  the  motion  that  this 
Report  be  adopted,  the  following  words — 

"  But  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  Reading  Clerk  should  revert  to 
the  Clerk  of  Parliaments,  and  that  he  should 
promote  one  of  the  senior  clerks  of  his  De- 
partment whom  he  shall  consider  most  fit  for 
the  purpose/' 

That  is  taking  practically  the  words  of 
the  recommendation  which  your  Lord- 
ships adopted  in  1889,  applying  it  only  to 
the  Reading  Clerk,  and  I  think  it  is  one 
which  your  Lordships  would  do  well  to 
accept.  It  would  not  at  all  fetter  the 
action  of  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  on 
the  Woolsack,  who  would  be  perfectly 
free  to  appoint  whom  he  liked ;  but  I  hope 
that  were  such  a  resolution  carried,  the 
noble  Earl  would  be  willing  to  assent  to 
the  wish  so  expressed — a  wish  expressed, 
I  can  assure  him,  with  every  desire  to 
recognise  his  great  abilities  and  the  admir- 
able manner  in  which  he  has  always  dis- 
charged his  duties  in  this  House. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  :  • 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  will 
think  it  necessary  to  make  an)7 
explanation     or    reply    to    the    speech 
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delivered  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite.  I 
only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
the  very  small  part  which  I  have  had  in 
the  matter  to  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
referred.  With  regard  to  the  motion 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  announced  his  in- 
tention of  moving,  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  a  very  inconvenient  proceeding  that 
such  a  motion  as  this  should  be  moved 
without  any  notice  whatever  having  been 
previously  given.  The  House  is  scarcely  in 
a  condition  to  pronounce  a  decision  on 
this  subject,  which  has  come  before  the 
greater  part  of  those  Members  of  the 
House  who  are  present  in  an  entirely 
unexpected  manner.  With  regard  to  the 
nol  de  Lord's  statement,  however,  my  part 
in  this  matter  has  been  simply  this,  I 
will  state  it  as  clearly  as  I  can,  although, 
not  knowing  that  this  matter  was  coming 
on,  I  have  not  the  correspondence  to  which 
I  should  have  liked  to  be  able  to  refer. 
I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Offices  Committee  when  the  consideration 
of  the  question  was  delegated,  as  has  been 
stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  to  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  and  the  Prime  Minister 
and  myself ;  but  what  I  understood  was 
that  the  reference  to  that  sub-committee 
wa*  to  consider  what  advice  should  be 
given  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack  in  the  matter.  That  was 
the  question  which  I  think  at  the  only 
time  we  met  was  to  a  certain  extent  dis- 
cussed. As  has  been  stated,  however, 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  and  the  Prime 
Minister  agreed  to  delegate  their  func- 
tions to  me,  and  I  proceeded — I  admit 
after  some  interval — to  consider  as  well 
as  I  could  how  1  was  to  discharge  this 
rather  difficult  duty,  and  what  advice  I 
should  suggest  should  be  given  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack. 
After  some  conversation  with  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  and  others,  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  although  it  was 
perfectly  true  that  the  duties  of  the 
Reading  Clerk  at  this  Table  are  not  ex* 
tremely  arduous,  and  could  be  performed 
by  some  other  clerk  in  the  Parliamentary 
offices,  who  would  discharge  other  duties, 
yet  some  inconvenience  was  considered  by 
the  noble  &nd  learned  Lord  to  exist  through 
the  absence,  in  what  I  lielieve  is  called  the 
judicial  department  of  those  offices,  of  any 
official  possessing  the  acquitments  of  a 
trained  lawyer  ;  and  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  considered  that  in  the  discharge  of 
its  duties  as  the  highest  court  of  appeal, 
ft  irouJd  he  of  great  advantage  thai  «Hih 
The  Duke  of  Dcwmsh  \ 


assistance  should  he  provided  to  tha 
House.  What  I  understood  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  proposed  to  do  if  he  made 
the  appointment  was  to  appoint  a  quali- 
fied barrister,  whose  time  certainly  would 
not  be  wholly  occupied  by  his  duties  at 
this  Table,  but  whose  services  would  be 
available  for  the  judicial  department  of 
the  offices.  I  therefore  informed  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  noble  Earl  opposite  that* 
as  there  was  no  question  of  the  right  to 
the  appointment  belonging  to  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  he  might  be  advised  to 
exercise  his  right  if  he  was  prepared  to 
do  so,  having  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
additional  legal  assistance  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
I  believe,  saw  the  letter  in  which  I  com* 
municated  to  the  Prime  Minister  that 
opinion  of  mine.  He  did  not  act  directly 
upon  it  in  making  the  appointment,  as  I 
suggested  he  might  do,  but  he  made  the 
proposal  which  has  been  stated  by  the 
noble  Lord.  As  to  that  proposal  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  I  have  nothing  to 
say.  I  merely  wanted  to  state  exactly  the 
nature  of  the  part  which  I  took  in  the 
matter,  which  was  simply  to  advise  that 
if  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  thought  that 
the  judicial  business  of  the  House  required 
additional  legal  assistance  he  would 
be  perfectly  justified  in  exercising  his 
right  to  make  this  appointment. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  My 
Lords,  as  1  was  deputed^  in  conjunction 
with  the  noble  Duke  opposite  and  the 
Prime  Minister,  to  consider  this  question, 
1  feel  bound  to  say  a  few  words.  In  the 
first  place,  the  whole  of  what  the  noble 
Duke  has  stated  appears  to  me  to  be  per* 
fectly  and  entirely  accurate.  It  is  a 
matter  of  fact  that  when  we  met  Lord 
Salisbury  suggested  to  me  that  inasmuch 
as  the  noble  Duke  was  the  only  one  of  us 
three  who  had  not  taken  some  part  in 
the  matter  before  *  and  therefore  was  not 
in  any  way  pledged  to  certain  views,  it 
would  l*e  convenient,  as  we  had  a  col 
league  in  the  noble  Duke  who  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  before, 
that  we  should  refer  the  matter  to 
him  to  rive  us  his  advice.  You 
have  heard  what  was  the  result.  Now 
I  will  state  my  own  view.  In  the 
first  place,  I  was,  with  Lord  Salisbury, 
a  member  of  a  sub-committee  in  the  year 
1889  which  considered  very  carefully  in- 
deed the  whole  question  of  the  officers  of 
the   House,  especially  -with  reference  to 
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the  very  unpleasant  disputes  which  had 
been  going  on  with  the  Treasury,  and 
which  had  found  their  echo  in  the  other 
House,  as  to  the  want  of  economy  in  these 
appointments.  We  recommended  to  the 
Committee  of  Black  Rod  a  variety  of 
changes,  all  of  which,  I  believe,  have  been 
carried  into  effect,  and  which,  I  believe, 
hare  in  no  way  impaired  the  efficiency  of 
the  House,  and  have  conduced  to  very 
considerable  economy.  Amongst  other 
•changes  we  suggested  that  the  appoint- 
ment which  is  by  law  vested  in  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  should 
in  future,  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  would 
consent,  be  transferred  to  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments,  and  that  the  post  of  Reading 
Clerk  should  be  combined  with  the  duties 
•of  one  of  the  general  establishment. 
That  certainly  seemed  to  me  at  the  time 
.a  very  reasonable  proposal.  The  Lord 
-Chancellor,  who  undoubtedly  possesses  the 
power  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  make  the 
.appointment  of  Reading  Clerk,  did  pursue 
that  course  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
vacancy  then  occurring ;  but  when  another 
vacancy  occurred  a  difficulty  arose,  and 
that  is  the  difficulty  we  are  now  consider- 
ing. Certainlv  my  opinion  as  to  the 
advantages  of  the  change  which  was 
recommended  by  the  Committee  which 
:sat  in  1889  has  never  changed,  except 
upon  this  point,  which  I  wish  to  explain 
exactly.     When  we  came  to  consider  the 

Kint  which  was  referred  to  the  noble 
ike  and  the  noble  Marquess  and  myself, 
we  learnt  from  the  noble  Duke  that  after 
consulting  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  he 
had  to  tell  us  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  of  the  opinion  thit  there 
was  not  sufficient  assistance  to  the  House 
in  the  discharge  of  its  very  important 
duties  as  a  Court  of  Appeal,  and  that  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  the  post  of 
Reading  Clerk  should  be  held  by  a  trained 
lawyer.  We  had  the  advantage  on  the 
(Committee  of  hearing  the  opinions  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack, 
and  if  I  understood  him  rightly  he  based 
his  view  upon  this — of  which,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  he  is  by  far  the  best  judge — that 
with  the  amount  of  business  which  now 
•comes  before  the  House  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  looking  to  the  whole  conduct 
of  that  business,  he  had  satisfied  himself 
that  it  was  desirable  for  the  proper  con- 
•duct  of  that  very  important  branch  of  the 
business  of  this  House  that  a  trained 
lawyer  should  be  appointed  who  should 
•combine  with  his  duties  in  the  House  as 
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a  Court  of  Appeal  the  duty  of  Reading 
Clerk.  I  would  just  repeat  that  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  noble  Duke  that  it  has 
been  shown  that,  although  there  is  not 
sufficient  work  to  be  done  by  the  Reading 
Clerk  to  occupy  the  whole  of  his  time,  it 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the 
House  that  there  should  not  be  a  third 
clerk.  That,  I  think,  must  be  very 
obvious.  Our  clerks  may,  like  the  rest 
of  us,  be  for  a  time  subject  to  be  absent 
from  illness,  and  it  is  obvious  that  ex- 
treme inconvenience  might  result  to  the 
business  of  the  House  if  there  were  not  a 
third  clerk  to  take  the  place  of  one  of 
the  other  gentlemen  during  temporary 
absence.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
also  perfectly  clear  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  business  attached  to  the  office 
of  the  Reading  Clerk  to  occupy  the  full 
time  of  a  competent  person.  Then 
when  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who,  of 
course  is,  above  ail  men  in  this  House, 
competent  to  judge  what  is  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  House  as  regards  the 
discharge  of  its  duty  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal — when  the  Lord  Chancellor  states 
that  he  has  satisfied  himself  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of 
those  duties  that  there  should  be  a 
trained  lawyer  appointed,  then  my  advice 
to  the  Committee  was  this :  Here  is  a 
matter  of  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  is 
above  all  the  best  judge.  If  he  informs 
this  House  upon  his  responsibility  and 
with  his  knowledge  that  it  is  desirable, 
nay  more,  that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  business  of  the  House  as  a 
Court  of  Appeal,  that  a  trained  lawyer 
should  be  appointed,  and  that  that  trained 
lawyer  in  his  opinion  may  also  properly 
discharge  the  duties  of  Reading 
Clerk,  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was 
beyond  my  competence  to  oppose  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  taking  the 
course  which  he  thought  necessary 
to  provide  the  House  with  proper  assist- 
ance. But  as  I  have  personally  no  know- 
ledge of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  as  I  am  not 
myself  in  any  way  qualified  to  judge  of 
the  assistance  the  Court  of  Appeal  may 
require,  I  considered  that  it  should  be  left 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  upon  his  responsi- 
bility to  exercise  his  statutory  power  to 
appoint  a  clerk,  who  would  also  discharge 
the  duties  of  Reading  Clerk.  Beyond 
that  I  was  not  disposed  to  go,  and  I 
informed  the  noble  Duke  that  I  practi- 
cally concurred  in  his  view  after  full  con- 
sideration, and  I  also  suggested  to  the 
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Committee  that,  the  state  of  affairs  having 
been  now  for  a  very  long  time  in  sus- 
pense, it  was  not  desirable  that  the  dis- 
pute which  had  arisen  should  be  pursued 
further — that  although  the  Committee 
might  some  of  them  have  the  opinion  that 
the  arrangement  which  was  originally 
proposed  was  the  best  one,  it  was 
much  better  for  them  to  leave  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  take  the  course 
which  to  him  seemed  to  be  best,  and  that 
therefore  we  should  abstain  from  express- 
ing any  further  opinion.  That,  my 
Lords,  is  a  complete  account  of  the  part 
I  took  in  this  matter,  and  I  have  nothing 
to  add  except  this,  that  never  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  business  have  I  had 
the  smallest  wish  or  desire  or  reason  to 
attribute  any  evil  motives  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  to  find  fault  with  any  view 
he  may  hold  if  he  holds  it  on  his  own 
judgment  and  responsibility. 

*The  Earl  of  MORLEY :  My  Lords, 
I   was    not    aware    that    there    was   to 
be    a   discussion    upon   this    matter    to- 1 
night,   but   as   I   was   Chairman   of  the  \ 
Committee  I  can  hardly  allow  the  debate  ' 
to  pass  without  saying  a  very  few  words  on 
the  subject.     I  very  much  agree  with  what 
the   noble   Lord  (Lord  Kimberley)  said  i 
in  his  last  remarks.       I  certainly  have 
not    the     means    of    judging    what    is  I 
required  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  , 
connected  with  this  House  as  a  Court  of  I 
Appeal,  and  I  quite  agree  with  the  noble  I 
Earl  that  there  is  nobody  in  this  House  ' 
so  capable  of  judging  of  those  requirements 
as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack.     But  I  do  want  to  lay  very  great 
stress  upon  this,  that  if  an  extra  officer  is 
required  for  the  Court  of  Appeal  he  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  him 
self  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  transfer  to  the  Clei  k  of 
Parliaments  or  anyone  else  any  patron- 
age  connected   with    that    appointment. 
That     I     feel     very     strongly    indeed. 
I    always    understood    that    the    Clerk 
of  Parliaments,  who  is  a  tn.ined  lawyer, 
was  a  Registrar  of  the  High  Court,  and 
that  the  clerical   duties   connected   with 
the  judicial  business  were  performed  by 
Clerks  of  the  House,  who  had  done  their 
work   with   ability   and    with   great   in- 
dustry.    The  late  Mr.  de  Burgh  was  a 
very  able  head  of  the  Judicial  department, 
and  I  was  under  the  impi  ession  that  the 
present  department  have  done  their  work 
well,  hvt  on  that  I  desire,  of  course,  to 
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defer  to  the  judgment  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  But  this 
I  do  say :  that  our  proposal  of  1889  was 
that  a  clerk  at  the  head  of  the  establish- 
ment of  clerks  should  take  the  duties  of 
Reading  Clerk  upon  him  in  addition  to 
his  ordinary  duties.  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  never  pro- 
posed to  add  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Clerk  of  Parliaments.  We  merely  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  recommending  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  a  clerk  who  should, 
in  addition  to  his  existing  duties,  per- 
form the  duties  at  the  Table,  which,  as 
everyone  must  admit,  are  not  sufficiently 
onerous  to  occupy  the  whole  time  of  a 
gentleman  of  ability.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances we  consider  that  as  the 
appointment  was  limited  to  the  establish- 
ment of  which  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments 
is  the  head,  it  would  be  reasonable  and 
obviously  desirable,  he  knowing  the 
gentlemen  who  are  comprised  in  that 
establishment,  that  he  should  have  that 
patronage — well,  I  will  not  say  patronage, 
but  should  nominate  the  gentleman  who 
should  perform  those  duties.  But  if  it 
comes  to  appointing  for  an  absolutely 
different  purpose  an  extra  officer — for  such 
he  will  be — to  perform  important  duties  in 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  then  I  think  the 
Lord  Chancellor  himself  should  have,  as 
he  has  at  present,  the  statutory  power 
of  appointing  that  officer.  That  is 
all  1  wish  to  say  on  the  subject. 
Placing  aside  the  opinion  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  has  given  as  to  the  needs  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  I  have  always  con- 
sidered that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Sub-committee  of  1889 — which  was  com- 
posed of  the  noble  Earl  opposite,  Lord 
Kimberley,  and  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  other  distinguished 
Peers — was  a  very  reasonable  one,  and  I 
would  remind  the  House  that  it  has  been 
communicated  with  our  Reports  to  the- 
House  of  Commons  and  to  the  Treasury. 
I  am  not  inclined  to  change  my  miiid 
as  regards  that  recommendation,  but 
the  point  I  do  lay  great  stress  upon 
is  this  :  I  think  it  is  of  very  great 
importance  that  we  should  have  a  third 
Reading  Clerk  at  the  Table.  The  work, 
though  it  is  not  onerous,  requires  ex- 
treme care.  Sometimes  we  have  sixty 
or  seventy  notices  on  the  Paper,  and 
the  keeping  of  the  Minute  requires  a 
very  great  deal  of  care,  and  any  little  dis- 
turbance to  the  clerk  who  is  keeping  the 
Minute  renders  the  duty  very  difficult. 
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I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  however 
the  matter  is  decided  we  shall  be  left  no 
kmger  in  suspense,  and  that  the  matter 
will  be  decided  once  for  all. 

The   Earl    of   HALSBURY  :    My 
Lords,   I  cannot  help  feeling  that  this 
matter  has  been  sprung  upon  me  by  sur- 
prise.   The  documents  that  I  should  have 
wished  to  refer  to  are  not  here,  but  I 
think  I  can  sufficiently  trust  my  memory 
to  say  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject. 
In  the  first  place,  I  am  glad  to  learn  that 
no  personal  object  of  mine  is  suggested  in 
the  course  I  pursued.     The  view  which 
I  take  and  which  I  must  say  I   very 
strongly  take  is  this:   that  the  highest 
court  in  the  kingdom  ought  not  to   be  . 
without  one  of  those  auxiliary  persons  or  i 
some  of  those  auxiliary  persons  who  are 
known  in  the  courts  of  law  as  chief  clerks 
or  masters,  or  what  not.     The  House  of 
Lords  as  a  Court  of  Appeal  is  the  only 
court  that  has  not  one.     I  am  not  for- 
getting that  at  this  moment  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments  happens  to  be  a  lawyer.     He 
need  not  be,  and  sometimes  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments  has  not  been  a  lawyer ;  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  the  present  Clerk  of 
Parliaments  is  a  lawyer.     But,  my  Lords, 
it  is  not  the  Clerk  of  Parliaments  that  is 
to  be  considered,  it  is  the  judicial  staff 
which  is  required  for  the   House  as  a 
Court   of    Appeal;  and   certainly   I   am 
very  deliberately  of   opinion   that   it   is 
something   approaching    a    scandal    that 
the   highest   Court    of     Appeal    should 
not  have  those  officials  which  every  other 
court,  down  even  to  the  county  court, 
possesses ;  and  I  have  been  desirous,  not- 
withstanding the  Report  which  was  made 
so  long  ago  as  1889,  that  that  scandal,  as  I 
do  not  nesitate  to  term  it,  should  be  re- 
moved.     After  the  conciliatory  tone  of 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced the  subject  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  that  would  conflict  with  the 
harmonious  spirit  in  which  the  matter  has 
been  discussed  ;  but  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
forming your  Lordships  I  am  obliged  to 
say  that  the  Committee,  as  it  originally 
sat,  thought  it  right  to  proceed  without 
the  slightest  notice  to  me,  and  my  first 
notice  that  such  a  resolution  had  been 
passed,  although  I  was  Chancellor  at  the 
time,   was    the  fact  that  I   received    a 
notice  of  the   passing  of  the  resolution. 
I  am  quite  sure  it  was  from   no  inten- 
tional   disrespect,    but    I    doubt    very 
much  whether  any  of  your  Lordships 


would  desire  to  alter  the  patronage  of  an 
office  that  belonged  to  a  person  without 
thinking  it  necessary  to  ask  him  to  attend, 
so  that  you  might  form  some  judgment 
after   hearing  him.     I  venture  to  think 
that  the  fact  of  this  House  being  a  great 
court  of  law  was  not  present  to  the  minds 
of  the  Committee.     Your  Lordships  who 
meet  here  at    half-past  four  for    public 
business  are  not  aware — at  least,  it  does 
not  occur  to  you — that  some  of  us  have 
been  here  since  a  quarter  or  half-past  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  it  is  forgotten 
that    besides    its    functions    as    a  great 
legislative    body     this    House     is     the 
most  important  court  of  law  in  the  king- 
dom.    Certainly,  having   regard    to  the 
business  now  being  done    here,  and    to 
possible  changes  that  there  may  be  here- 
after, I  myself  am  very  reluctant  that  the 
opportunity  should  be  lost  of  stregthening 
the  legal  part  of  the  House  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  lawyer   to   the  vacant  clerk- 
ship.    I  believe  it  will  be  a  misfortune 
if  advantage  is  not  taken  of  that   oppor- 
tunity.    Suppose   one   of   these   days    a 
question    arises    as   to  the  staff  of  the 
House  of  Lords  as  a  court  of  law  com- 
pared with  the  staff  of  other  courts  of 
law.     Just  imagine  what  would  bo  said 
when  it  was  shown  that  the   Court   of 
Queen's  Bench  or  the  Court  of  Appeal 
had  trained  lawyers  as  masters  or  chief 
clerks,  while  the  highest  court  of  all  did 
not  have  that  assistance.     I  very  much 
object,   however,   to   be  called   upon   to 
exercise    the    power    given    to    me  by 
statute  if  at  the  same  time  I  am  to  be 
limited  in  the  choice  that  I  am  to  make, 
and  I  thought,  and  I  think  still,  that  the 
proper  course   would  bo   to   repeal    the 
statute,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
should  not  offer  the  smallest  objection  to 
this  patronage  being  taken  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  transferred  to  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments.     But  I  did  object,  and  I  do 
ol  >j  ect  to  be  called  upon  to  e  xerci  so  the  power 
which  the  statute  gives  me  and  yet*  be 
told  that  my  choice  is  limited.     Certainly 
if  anyone  were  to  propose  to  repeal  that 
statute  in  the  way  I  have  suggested  he 
will  not  find  me  opposed  to  it ;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  have  given  my  deliberate 
judgment,  and  I  think  the  opportunity 
ought  to  be  taken  to  appoint  a  lawyer. 
After  what  has  passed,  if  your  Lordships 
should   confirm    the  view   that    I   have 
expressed,  I  will  take  uncommonly  good 
care  that  no  one  shall  suggest  that  I  havj 
any  interest  in  the  m&Xtarc  ol  VJk»  \v.^fc\x\V 
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ment.  It  has  occurred  to  ine  that  it 
would  be  a  very  good  course  to  ask  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  to  select 
some  person  whom  I  should  appoint.  I 
have  nothing  further  to  say  to  your  Lord- 
ships except  this,  that  I  think  that  those 
who  advised  originally  in  this  matter 
must  feel  that  they  made  a  mistake  in 
not  consulting  me  before  that  resolution 
was  come  to. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY:  I  cannot 
help  reminding  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  passed  this  Report  after  a 
great  deal  of  deliberation. 

The  Earl  ofHALSBURY  :  The  noble 
Earl  is  speaking  of  a  subsequent  period, 
because  at  the  time  that  Report  was 
agreed  to  I  had  never  heard  of  there 
being  such  a  Committee  at  all.  Although 
I  was  Chancellor  for  a  short  time  in  1885 
and  came  in  again  in  1886,  the  Committee 
was  never  called  to  my  attention.  I 
certainly  think  that  they  ought  to  have 
asked  me  to  attend,  and  have  called  my 
attention  to  what  was  being  done.  That, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  was  the  error  that 
they  committed.  However,  I  have 
nothing  further  to  say  upon  the  matter. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  was  a 
member  of  that  Committee,  and  I  am 
quite  free  to  say  that  I  think  it  would 
have  been  much  better  if  a  communica- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. But  at  the  same  time  I  must  say 
that  I  am  considerably  astonished  to  hear 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  who  had 
then  presided  over  the  House  for  two  or 
three  years,  was  not  aware  that  there  was 
a  Black  Rod  Committee,  and  was  not 
aware  that  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Committee.  I  believe  notices  of  the 
meetings  are  always  sent  to  every  mem- 
ber. No  doubt  it  would  have  been  better 
if  special  notice  had  in  this  case  been 
sent  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  I  suppose 
that  did  not  occur  to  any  member  of  the 
Committee,  and  unfortunately  it  was  not 
done.  However,  my  Lords,  that  is  a 
matter  which  occurred  a  very  long  time 
ago,  and  I  think  it  is  scarcely  necessary  or 
desirable  to  bring  up  again  anything  which 
occurred  then. 


Lordships  with  the  motion.  I  can  only 
say  that,  so  far  as  the  former  Committee 
was  concerned,  no  blame  can  very  well 
rest  upon  my  shoulders,  because  I  was 
not  a  member  of  your  Lordships'  House 
at  that  time. 

On  Question,  Report  agreed  to. 

EDUCATIONAL  GRANTS  —  DIFFEREN- 
TIAL TREATMENT  IN  RURAL  AND 
URBAN  SCHOOLS. 

Lord  HENEAGE,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  Return  issued  in  accord- 
ance with  an  Order  of  the  House  of 
Lords  on  5th  July,  1900,  showing  the 
results  of  the  differential  treatment  in 
urban  and  rural  schools,  and  to  move — 

"  That  the  experiment  of  the  last  four  years 
has  been  most  injurious  not  only  to  the  agri- 
cultural counties  as  a  whole,  but  to  the  huge 
majority  of  the  Church  of  England  voluntary 
schools  associations,  and  should  be  dis- 
continued," 

said :  My  Lords,  I  shall  limit  my  very 
few  remarks  to  the  question  of  the  differ- 
ential treatment  of  schools  in  rural  and 
urban  districts.  Some  two  months  ago  I 
asked  my  noble  friend  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  if  he  would  let  me 
have  a  Return,  which  your  Lordships  have 
since  had  placed  in  your  hands.  My 
noble  friend  then  made  the  very  sensible 
suggestion  that  I  should  move  for  the 
Return  as  unopposed,  and  that  any 
discussion  should  be  taken  after  the 
Return  had  been  laid.  The  Return  has 
now  been  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  we  are 
now  in  a  position  to  discuss  the  matter. 
In  Lincolnshire  we  have  lost  a  great  deal 
of  money,  taking  the  rate  at  5s.  a  head 
under  the  Act,  under  the  differential 
treatment,  and  on  two  occasions  the 
governing  body  of  the  Voluntary  Schools 
Association  of  Lincolnshire  has  sent  a 
memorial  to  the  Education  Department, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  but  with  which 
I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordships.  Under 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Act  of  1897  the 
aid  grant  was  to  be  not  more  than  5s.  a 
head,  but  no  precise  directions  were  laid 
down  as  to  any  differential  treatment 
between  schools  in  urban  and  rural  dis- 
tricts. The  principle  or  the  experiment, 
whichever  you  like  to  call  it,  which 
( has  now  been  in  practice  ever 
,  since  the  Act  was  passed,  I  venture 
j  to  say  has  not  been  satisfactory  either  to 


Lord    TWEEDMOUTH :    After    the  j  the  rural  schools  or  to  the  Church  of 
conversation  that  has  taken  place  I  cer- 
tainly  shall  not  think  of  troubling  your 

The  Earl  of  Halsbury. 


England.    In  the  few  remarks  I  am  going 
to  make  I  propose  to  limit  myself  abeo- 
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lately  to  facts  and  figures,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  make  the  slightest  commenc  upon 
the  Education  Department.  I  think  so 
far  as  the  Departments  are  concerned 
they  have  given  the  associations  every 
assistance  they  possibly  could.  They 
have  shown  considerable  ability  and  the 
greatest  courtesy  to  us  when  we  have  had 
reason  to  write  to  them  for  advice  in  con- 
ducting what  has  been  a  new  and  rather 
difficult  experiment  in  legislation.  T  was 
told  after  the  first  year  that  the  experi- 
ment had  been  a  failure,  and  that  it  was 
likely  not  to  be  continued.  Unfortu- 
nately it  has  now  gone  on  for  a 
Seriod  of  four  years.  I  am  only 
ealing  now  with  the  three  years  that 
are  put  forward  in  the  Return,  during 
which  time  the  rate  has  been  paid  at 
5s.  9d.  per  child  for  every  child  in  the 
urban  districts,  and  3s.  3d.  per  child  for 
every  child  in  the  rural  districts.  I  am 
myself  unable  to  see,  and  the  members  of 
the  governing  bodies  to  which  I  belong  are 
utterly  unable  to  see,  why  there  should 
be  this  difference  of  treatment  between 
the  rural  and  urban  districts.  So  far  as 
ire  can  judge,  for  what  it  is  worth — and  I 
have  been  on  the  executive  body  or 
central  committee  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Voluntary  Schools  Association  for  four 
years — it  is  the  rural  districts  and  not 
the  urban  districts  which  require 
the  most  favourable  treatment.  Again, 
it  must  be  remembered  that,  although 
this  aid  grant  is  allocated  at  a  differential 
rate  towards  urban  and  rural  schools, 
the  money  is  all  pooled  together  when  it 
arrives  in  the  hands  of  the  association, 
and  the  governing  body  can  deal  with  it 
exactly  as  they  like.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  they  do  not  care  whether  a  school 
is  in  an  urban  or  in  a  rural  district.  They 
only  look  to  the  necessities  of  the  school, 
and  they  treat  it  as  it  ought  to  be  treated, 
with  equity  and  justice.  But  what  is 
very  material  with  regard  to  this  differen- 
tial treatment  is  that  in  associations 
where  the  children  in  rural  schools  are  a 
larger  number  than  in  urban  schools  they 
are  veryjjreat  losers  by  this  differential 
grant.  The  large  towns  and  the  large 
urban  districts  gain  largely.  The  agri- 
cultural districts — your  Lordships  have 
only  to  look  at  the  .Return  yourselves  to 
see  this — lose  enormously,  but  they  require 
the  aid  very  much  more,  in  my  opinion, 
than  the  urban  districts.  In  the  large  towns 
in  most  cases  there  are  school  boards,  and 
therefore,  looking  at  it  entirely  from  an 


educational  point  of  view,  the  children 
would  receive  education  whether  there 
were  voluntary  schools  or  not,  but  in  the 
rural  districts  they  would  be  without 
education  altogether  in  a  large  proportion 
of  the  parishes  if  it  were  not  for  volun- 
tary schools.  You  could  not  have 
boards  at  all — you  could  not  get  the 
men  fitted  to  sit  on  the  board ;  you 
could  not  get  the  rate  to  pay  for  the 
schools;  these  schools  are  very  small 
schools.  In  Lincolnshire — I  am  speak- 
ing now  from  what  I  know — they  do 
not  average  more  than  an  attendance 
of  thirty  or  forty  children,  and  anyone 
who  takes  any  interest  in  the  education 
given  in  these  very  small  schools  knows 
that  they  get  a  very  small  education  grant 
because  there  are  so  very  few  children  to 
earn  the  grant.  They  are,  therefore,  in  a 
very  great  difficulty  in  that  respect, 
while  if  a  competent  staff  is  to  be  kept  up 
to  teach  the  children  in  their  parishes  as 
you  would  have  them  taught,  it  is  kept  up 
at  greater  relative  expense.  Therefore 
these  small  schools  require  special  assist- 
ance, and  I  do  not  see  why  the  grant  to 
them  should  bo  loss  than  the  grant  to  the 
urban  districts.  I  will  give  your  Lord- 
ships only  one  example — I  could  give  you  a 
great  number—of  how  absurd  and  ridiculous 
this  distinction  becomes.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  that  thero  are  not  good  reasons 
for  it — no  doubt  the  noble  Duke  will 
give  your  Lordships  what  he  considers 
good  reasons ;  but  let  me  deal  with 
three  parishes  close  together  in  the  north 
of  Lincolnshire.  Roxby,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  378,  has  one  school  with  an  average 
attendance  of  43  children.  But  that  is 
an  urban  district,  so  that  the  allocation  of 
the  aid  grant  is  at  the  rate  of  5s.  9d.  per 
child.  The  school  is  solvent  and  non- 
necessitous,  and  receives  no  aid  grant. 
Close  by  are  the  two  combined  parishes 
— really  one  parish — Barrow-on-H  umber 
and  New  Holland.  They  have  two  schools. 
Their  population  is  3,200.  In  the  one 
school  the  average  attendance  is  222,  and 
the  school  Is  non-necessitous ;  in  the  other 
the  average  attendance  is  241,  and  the 
school  is  specially  necessitous.  Both  these 
schools  are  in  rural  districts,  and  the 
money  is  paid  on  account  of  them  to  the 
governing  association  only  at  the  rate  of 
3s.  3d.  per  child.  Yet  they  want  all  the 
assistance  that  it  is  possible  to  give  them. 
Now,  I  will  not  detain  your  Lordships 
at  any  length,  but  T  should  like  to 
quote  one  or  two    figures   to   prove  my 
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case.  I  will  ask  your  Lordships  to 
allow  me  to  deal  with  the  results  of  the 
differential  system  of  allocation  of  the 
Aid  Grant  on  the  agricultural  county  of 
Lincoln  so  far  as  the  Church  of  England 
.schools  are  concerned.  In  1897  we  had 
44,253  children  in  average  attendance. 
Of  these  20,400  were  in  urban 
district  schools,  and  were  paid  for 
at  5s.  9d.  a  head,  and  we  received 
on  their  account  £5,867  17s.  6d. 
The  other  children,  23,843,  were  at  rural 
schools,  and  we  received  at  the  rate  of 
3s.  3d.  a  head  for  them,  making 
£3,874  9s.  9d.  So  that,  although  there 
were  3,000  more  children  in  the  rural 
schools  than  in  the  urban  schools,  we  re- 
ceived £2,000  less  on  account  of  pay- 
ment of  Aid  Grant  to  deal  with  them. 
Similar  results  (I  will  not  trouble  your 
Lordships  with  the  details)  were  arrived 
at  in  1898  and  1899.  In  each  of 
those  three  years  we  received,  putting 
all  the  money  together,  at  the 
rate  of  4s.  5d.  per  head  of  the 
children.  The  total  received  in  1897  was 
£9,742  7s.  3d.,  instead  of  what  we  should 
have  received  at  5s.  per  head,  £11,063  5s. 
In  1898  it  was  £9,731  2s.,  instead  of 
£11,021  10s.  In  1899  it  was  £9,692  3s., 
instead  of  £10,983  10s.,  or  an  actual  loss 
of  £3,759  19s.  5d.  in  three  years,  not- 
withstanding that  we  received  5s.  9d.  for 
the  children  in  the  urban  districts.  Now, 
I  have  quoted  the  actual  sums  that  were 
received  on  the  allocation  of  the  grant. 
Take  those  figures,  in  order  to  compare 
them  with  the  figures  in  the  Return,  and 
you  must  add  the  second  allotment,  which 
is  received  some  months  afterwards,  and 
in  Lincolnshire  amounts  to  one  penny  per 
child.  I  only  say  that  because  that  shows 
the  difference  between  the  figures. 
Now,  the  general  effect  of  this  on 
the  whole  of  the  schools  is  that 
in  forty- six  Church  of  England  Asso- 
ciation schools  only  eight  received  at 
the  rate  of  5s.  per  head,  whilst  of  those 
eight,  five — London,  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, Wakefield,  and  Rochester — re- 
ceived at  the  rate  of  5s.  6d.  and  upwards. 
The  remaining  thirty  eight  Church  of 
England  Association  schools  lose  on  an 
average  10  per  cent,  of  the  present 
differential  rate  allocated.  As  a  conse- 
quence of  this  principle  (I  do  not  for  a 
moment  say  that  it  is  intentional)  the 
Roman  Catholic,  the  British  and  the 
Wesleyan  schools  gain  very  largely, 
because  they  are    schools  in   the  urban 
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and  not  in  rural  districts.  I  may  quote 
to  your  Lordships  a  paper  which  has  been 
prepared  upon  this  point  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  very  accurate  and  worthy  of 
notice.  It  is  stated  in  the  Schoolmaster 
of  the  14th  July  that — 

"  In  1897  the  Church  Federations  of  London, 
Liverpool,  and  Manchester  score  no  smaller 
amount  than  £15,295  above  the  5s.  limit,  the 
c  >ief  losers  being  Gloucestershire,  Lincolnshire, 
Oxfordshire,  Hertfordshire,  Norfolk,  Wilt*, 
Berkshire,  Kent,  Cumberland,  Sussex,  Dorset, 
Durham,  and  Essex." 

Therefore,  it  is  practically  at  the  cost  of 
these  other  counties  that  these  privi- 
leged federations  recei\e  their  contribu- 
tions. Thirty-eight  Church  Federations  lose 
£27,684  ;  that  is,  taking  it  at  5s.  a  head. 
Eight  Church  Federations  gain  £1 7,402,  so 
that  there  is  a  net  loss  to  the  Church 
schools  of  over  £10,000.  That  is  the  case 
I  wish  to  bring  forward.  The  memorial 
presented  by  the  governing  body  last 
year,  and  which  was  again  sent  this  year 
is  as  follows  — 

"  The    governing    body     of    the    Lincoln 
Diocesan  Association  of    Voluntary  Schools 
desire  to  represent  to  the   Education  Depart- 
ment that,  in  consequence  of  the  different  rates 
fixed  for  town    and  country  schools,  between 
which  the  distinction  is  in  way  cases  artificial 
and  anomalous,  the  total  Aid  Grant  allotted  to 
their  Association  fell  short  by  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,320  17s.  9d.    of   the  amount  which 
would  have  been  received  if  5s.  per  bead  had 
been  given  to  town  and  country  schools  alike. 
The  Association,  Laving  to  deal  with  a  large 
number  of  small  country  schools,  in  which  the 
i  average  cost  per  head  of  efficient  maintenance 
i  must  be  greater  than  in  any  other  class  of 
I  schools,  has  therefore  been  unable  to  recom- 
!  mend  grants  adequate  to  help  and  increase  the 
I  efficiency  of  many  of  the  necessitous  schools 
i  in  its  area  ;  and  it  cannot  with  the  present  rates 
!  of  allotment  make  satisfactory  provision  for 
!  improved  training  of  pupil  teachers,  and  for 
'  such    objects     as     manual    instruction     in 
'  cookery.*' 

i  That  is  the  case  I  have  to  present  on 
|  behalf  of  the  Lincolnshire  governing 
body,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  it  should 
have  to  come  on  at  such  a  late  period  of 
the  session  and  in  so  small  a  House.  I  am 
also  exceeding  sorry  that  I  had  to  put 
this  matter  oft'  from  Friday  last  until  this 
evening,  because  Lord  Reay,  who  takes  a 
very  great  interest  in  this  matter,  is 
!  unable  to  be  here. 

The     Lord     Bishop     of     MAN  - 
CHESTER :     My    Lords,   as    the    Dio- 
cesan   Associations     of    Liverpool    and 
Manchester  have  been    referred    to    as 
I  having  been  specially  benefited  by  the 
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distinction  made  between  urban  and 
rural  schools,  I  think  I  should  say  a  few 
words  in  favour  of  the  discrimination. 
There  are,  I  have  no  doubt,  anomalies  in 
special  cases  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
explain  ;  but  on  the  large  scale  I  venture 
to  chink  that  there  are  very  good  reasons 
to  be  given  for  the  present  system.  For 
instance,  if  you  notice  the  number  of 
children  in  the  urban  districts,  that  are 
spoken  of  rather  depreciatingly  by  the 
noble  Lord 

Lord  HENEAGE :  I  did  not  intend  to 
depreciate  them  at  all. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  MAN  - 
CHESTER  :  I  simply  meant  speak- 
ing of  them  depreciatingly  in  respect 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  a  very  small 
minority  of  the  schools.  I  am  try- 
ing to  point  out  that,  though  they 
may  seem  to  be  a  minority  of  the 
associations,  they  contain  an  enormous 
number  of  children  in  average 
attendance,  and  the  London  schools 
have  as  many  as  120,000  children  in 
average  attendance,  so  that  the  number 
of  children  affected  by  any  change  in  the 
©resent  system  will  be  considerable. 
ITow  I  agree  that  if  there  be  nothing 
different  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
urban  and  village  schools  to  justify  dis- 
crimination there  ought  to  be  none;  but  I 
venture  to  think,  at  any  rate,  that  these 
two  reasons  may  be  given  for  making  the 
discrimination  in  Lancashire:  first,  the 
■enormous  number  of  school  boards  that 
exist  there,  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
rates  in  aid  of  these  Board  schools  and 
also  at  the  same  time  providing  voluntary 
-contributions,  and  the  very  much  larger 
salaries  that  we  are  obliged  to  pay  to  our 
schoolmasters  and  our  staff  because  of  the 
-competition  of  the  Board  schools  making 
our  expenses  very  much  more  than  they 
would  be.  But  the  principal  reason  is 
'this.  There  was  an  Act  passed  which  if 
I  am  not  misinformed  (the  Lord  Presi- 
dent will  no  doubt  tell  us)  was  intended 
mainly  to  benefit  agricultural  schools,  an 
Act  which  enabled  the  parent  of  any 
•child  to  demand  that  that  child  should 
he  educated  free  of  cost.  Now  that,  1 
have  no  doubt,  benefited  greatly  the  agri- 
cultural  districts.  The  fees  paid  there  were 
very  small,  and  the  remission  of  the  fee 
was  therefore  quite  easy,  but  in  the  north 
the  fees  paid  were  very  considerable — 
from  3d.  to  6d.  a  week  per  child,  and 


]  those  fees  were  easily  paid  because  we 
had  a  large  industrial  population  receiv- 
ing high  wages.  It  was  never  felt  to  be 
a  burden.  We  had  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  money,  but  the  moment  the 
opportunity  was  afforded  to  those  who 
were  the  poorer  amongst  the  parents  to 
demand  free  education,  of  course  they 
demanded  it.  Further,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  say  to  your  Lordships, 
because  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  a 
number  of  those  who  are  unfriendly  to 
Voluntary  schools  stimulated  parents  to 
make  these  demands  with  a  view  to  mak- 
ing it  more  difficult  to  conduct  voluntary 
schools,  and  then  a  feeling  of  chivalry  on 
the  part  of  those  better  paid  of  the 
working  classes  made  them  feel  "  Rather 
than  leave  the  poorer  of  our  brethren  in 
an  invidious  position  we  will  make  the 
demand  for  free  education."  The  result 
is  that  we  have  lost  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  funds  upon  which  we  relied 
for  the  maintenance  of  elementary 
schools.  That  deficiency  must  be  supplied 
in  some  way.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  defiency  is  small  in  agricultural  dis- 
tricts because  the  fees  charged  were  small 
and  the  remission  was  easy.  The  fees 
charged  in  manufacturing  districts  were 
considerable,  and  therefore  their  remission 
was  a  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
schools.  Therefore,  as  they  have  these 
particular  disabilities,  I  venture  to  submit 
to  your  Lordships  it  is  fair  that  they 
should  have  a  certain  number  of  compen- 
sating advantages. 

♦The  Bishop  of  HEREFORD:  My 
Lords,  as  representing  a  diocese  quite 
at  the  opposite  pole  to  that  of  my 
brother  of  Manchester,  I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  subject.  I  do 
not  propose  to  follow  him  through  the 
arguments  that  he  has  put  before 
us,  and  I  am  •  not  sure  that  I 
should  agree  absolutely  and  entirely  with 
him,  but  my  desire  is  rather  to  address 
myself  to  this  question  as  representing 
one  of  the  most  rural  of  all  the  dioceses, 
and  a  diocese  which  has,  if  I  may  venture 
to  say  so,  been  more  hardly  hit  by 
this  method  of  distribution  than  any  other 
diocese  in  the  kingdom  with  possibly 
one  or  two  exceptions.  I  was  surprised 
that  in  the  list  of  dioceses  that  had  suffered 
the  diocese  of  Hereford  was  not  mentioned. 
The  facts  as  put  before  us  in  this  Return 
are  that  if  the  distribution  had  been  at 
the  rate  of  5s.  per  child,  we  should  have 
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received  for  the  Hereford  diocese  some- 
thing like  £5,914.  Aa  a  matter  of  fact, 
we  only  received  £4,795  a  year,  thus 
losing  a  sum  of  £1,119,  or  suffering, 
that  ,  to  the  extent  of  nearly  £50 

if  we  look  at  the  rate  per 
child  which  is  received  by  my  two  asso- 
ciations, the  Assoc  ration  of  Hereford  and 
the  Association  of  Ludlow,  it  only 
averages  £&  14  per  child.  I  venture  to 
ask  your  Lordships  to  notice  that  this  is 
one  of  the  very  lowest  of  all  the 
averages  throughout  the  kingdom,  Now, 
my  Lords,  I  wish  to  join  with  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  put  this  question  to  this 
extent,  and  to  say  that  in  the  diocese  of 
Hereford  there  Is  no  doubt  a  good  deal  of 
feeling  that  we  do  not  receive  more  than 
4s.  Id.  per  child;  but  for  myself  I  could 
not  go  further  than  Baying  that  I  shall  be 
extremely  grateful  to  the  noble  Duke  if  he 
iiis  way  by  any  means  to  give  us  a 
larger  share  of  this  Special  Aid  Grant,  and 
in  appealing  to  him  I  would  venture  to 
urge  two  reasons — both  of  them  I  feel  to 
bo  strong  reasons — why  he  should  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  giving  us  a  little 
1 1 1  o  it  1 1 1 1 1  r  i  ey  for  our  r u  ral  sch  ools.  One 
is  that  our  schools  throughout  my  diocese 
are  many  of  them  so  very  poor  that  we 
are  obliged  to  employ  a  very  large 
number  of  teachers,  assistant  teachers  in 
particular,  with  qualifications  which  I  am 
sure  would  not  satisfy  your  Lordships. 
In  my  diocese,  even  in  the  city  of  Hereford, 
there  are  a  very  large  number  of  teachers 
who  are  known  in  the  language  of  the 
Education  Department  as  Article  Q$. 
Now,  niy  Lords,  what  is  an  Article  68  1 
It  is  simply  a  respectable  young  woman 
who  is  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  she  has 
to  present  no  other  qualification  whatever 
for  em  ploy  m  e  n  t  as  a  teache  r.  Now,  eg  m  e  o  f 
these  young  women  are  excellent  teachers, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  unsatis- 
factory that,  as  part  of  our  National 
school  system,  we  should  be  obliged  to 
employ  so  many  assistant  teachers  who 
are  not  duly  qualified.  Many  of  them,  I 
am  bound  to  confess,  are,  in  intellectual 
qualifications,  hardly  fitted  to  be  teachers 
of  the  children  of  our  rural  popula- 
tion. Therefore,  on  this  ground  of 
want  of  more  means — for  these  teachers 
are  very  poorly  paid  ;  indeed,  the 
reason  they  are  employed  is  that  they 
can  be  got  so  cheap — 1  venture  to  appeal 
to  the  noble  Duke  to  consider  as  favour- 
ably as  possible  this  application.  If  he 
does  entertain  it  he  may  rest  assured  that 
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any  additional  m*  ■  i  this 

pose  will  be  well  administered,  I 
in  my  hands  the  report  of  my  asson 
and  I  cannot  but  feel  that  it  will  bf 
factory  for  your  Lordships  to  know  boi 
the  Special  Aid  Grant  which  we  bav 
received  has  been  spent*  I  find  on  look- 
ing at  the  matter  that  no  less  than  62  pei 
cent,  of  the  money   that  i  e  h; 

been  spent  on  the  improvement  of  th 
salaries  of  the  beachera— to  niv  mind  tb 
very  best  and  most  economical  way 
spending  such  money,  Then  I  find 
30  per  cent,  of  this  money  has  Iwen 
spent  on  the  improvement  of  furtn 
books,  apparatus,  buildings,  playgrounds, 
and  the  sanitary  arrangement  oi  tin 
schools.  So  that  on  the  whole  sirm  th 
we  have  received  under  tli  I  Aj 

Grant   something  like  92   per  i 
been  expended  on  these   m  Uetrt 

improvements.  That  I  cannot  but  hoi 
the  noble  Duke  will  consider  gives 
some  claim  for  any  additional  help  whicl 
he  feels  able  to  bestow  upon  us.  But,  mi 
Lords,  having  said  bo  much,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that,  looking  to  the  facte  of  the 
ease,  I  should  not  envy  the  noble  Duke  if 
he  were  to  take  away  from  the  urban 
districts — from  my  brother  of  Manehi 
and  others — the  money  which  has 
allocated  to  them,  It  is  a  las] 
w  h  ich  I  hope  he  may  be  abl 
to  accomplish,  but  from  which  I 
should  shrink.  I  am  bound  also  to  con- 
fess,  having  some  knowledge  of  town 
schools  as  well  as  rural  schools,  that  many 
of  onr  urban  schools  are  no  lessneec^ 
than  those  in  the  country.  For  myi 
I  may  be  permitted  to  add  a  word  or 
I  must  acknowledge  that  I  took  t<> 
sources  of  help  rather  than  to  an  addi- 
tional share  of  the  Special  Aid  Graftfa.  In 
this  connection  I  think  it  right  III 
representing  the  schools  in  my  di*t : 
should  express  my  gratitude  t<>  the  noble 
Duke  for  having  given  us  the  prospect  of 
additional  help  through  the  proposed 
block  grant.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  working  of  that  proposed 
method  of  the  block  grant*  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  investigate, 
and  as  I  understand  it,  is  likely  to  bring 
very  substantial  additional  assistance  to 
our  country  schools,  I  have  taken  occa- 
sion to  look  into  two  or  three  of  our 
typical  schools  and  see  what  will  be 
the  probable  effect  of  the  new  block 
grant,  and  I  find  that,  taking  one  of  our 
weak  schools— and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
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we  have  a  great  many  of  them,  just  as 
they  have  in  Lincolnshire — I  find  it  is  a 
reasonable  expectation  that  a  school  which 
has  been  receiving  a  grant  of  between  £29 
and  £30  per  annum  will  receive  £33, 
•o  that  that  school  will  receive  an  advan- 
tage of  something  like  12  per  cent.  But 
turning  to  another  school,  of  which  we  have 
a  much  larger  proportion,  that  is  the  fair 
average  country  school — somewhat  small 
— I  find  that  such  a  school  which  has  re- 
ceived £59  or  £60  in  the  way  of  grants 
will  probably  receive  over  £70.  For  that 
addition  we  are  very  grateful.  There  is 
another  class  of  school — there  are  not  so 
many  of  them  as  we  should  all  like  to  see 
— and  that  is  the  really  good  school. 
Now,  the  really  good  school  in  my  dis- 
trict will  hardly  profit  at  all  by  the  block 
grant  system.  A  school  which  is  receiv- 
ing, perhaps,  £240  or  £245  per  annum 
will  be  likehrto  lose  about  £5  per  annum, 
and  that»if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  is  one 
of  the  defects  of  the  proposed  change  to 
-the  block  grant,  that  it  does  not  give  so 
much  assistance  and  encouragement  as  I 
think  they  deserve  to  the  best  class  of 
schools.  One  cannot  help  thinking 
that  in  every  educational  reform  it  is 
desirable  to  encourage  the  highest 
and  best  schools,  and  this  change, 
unless  it  can  be  in  some  way 
amended,  will,  1  fear,  rather  tend  to 
lower  the  standard  of  education  in  some 
respects  than  to  raise  it.  I  find  that  the 
block  grant  has  been  received  by  the 
teaching  profession  with  acclamation,  and 
I  am  not  surprised,  because  teachers  are 
human  like  other  people.  The  best 
teachers  welcome  it  because  it  will  give 
them  more  liberty  to  teach  in  the  best 
way,  and  the  other  teachers  welcome  it 
because  it  gives  them  more  freedom  from 
minute  regulation.  I  am  afraid  that  under 
that  system  some  slackness  may  come  in,  and 
individual  children  may  be  neglected,  and 
the  education  mav  not  advance  in  conse- 
quence as  the  noble  Duke  would  desire. 
Therefore  I  hope  some  special  care  may 
be  taken  as  to  the  instructions  issued 
to  the  inspectors  in  order  that  this 
system  may  not  do  some  harm  as  against 
the  direct  financial  good  that  it  will  do. 
But,  my  Lords,  there  is  still  another  point 
that  I  desire  to  urge  upon  the  noble 
Duke  in  connection  with  this  matter,  and 
that  is  that  ho  may  give  us  in  our  best 
country  schools  very  material  assistance 
if  he  will  make  the  new  higher  education 
minute  apply  to  our  good  country  schools. 


If  it  is  simply  to  apply  to  a  separate 
school,  such  as  a  higher  grade  school  in  a 
town  where  it  is  not  always  very  welcome, 
then  it  will  be  almost  entirely  inoperative 
in  a  diocese  like  mine  and  will  do 
practically  no  good,  but  if  it  could  be 
extended  so  that  in  aii}r  good,  effi- 
cient elementary  country  school  the 
managers  might  be  at  liberty  to 
add  a  higher  elementary  top,  that  would 
be  a  great  boon  to  us  in  the  country  and 
a  great  assistance  to  our  rural  education. 
My  Lords,  there  is  just  one  other  remark 
I  may  venture  to  make,  and  that  is  that 
while  wo  are  grateful  for  the  additional 
assistance  given  us  under  the  block  grantr 
while  we  shall  be  grateful  if  we  can  have 
more  of  the  Special  Aid  Grant,  I  have 
the  profound  conviction  that  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  put  our  rural  schools  on 
a  satisfactory  basis,  or  to  give  the  chil- 
dren of  our  rural  population  the  sort  of 
education  that  we  ought  to  give  them 
until  Her  Majesty's  Government  can 
devise  some  means  of  putting  our  parish 
schools  under  public  management.  I 
cannot  but  hope  that  this  may  be  done, 
that  the  noble  Duke  may  before  long  see 
his  way  to  do  it  by  introducing  some 
Bill  which  will  enable  the  managers  of 
Voluntary  schools  to  approach,  let  us  say, 
the  paiish  council,  with  a  view  to  a 
parish  education  committee,  all  religious 
education  to  bo  reasonably  safeguarded. 
On  that  parish  education  committee,  of 
course,  the  parish  council  should  have  the 
majority  of  managers,  the  other  managers 
being  representatives  of  the  trustees  of 
the  school  and  the  parents  of  the  chil- 
dren. In  that  case  the  parish  would 
have  power  to  levy  a  rate,  and  so  to  give 
that  adequate  financial  support  to  our 
rural  schools  of  which  they  are  in  such 
sore  need  in  many  districts. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  is  scarcely  necessary  or 
desirable  that  I  should  attempt  to  follow 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  into  a  discussion  of 
the  effect  of  the  provisions  as  to 
the  block  grant  in  the  new  Code,  or  as 
to  the  future  development  of  higher 
elementary  schools.  The  suggestions 
which  the  right  rev.  Prelate  made  are 
no  doubt  important  and  well  deserve  full 
consideration,  but  I  do  not  think  probably 
it  would  be  convenient  to  your  Lordships 
that  I  should  follow  him  into  that  part  of 
the  subject  at  present.     My  Lords,  I  am 
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somewhat  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 
.object  my  noble  friend  who  has  brought 
forward  this  resolution  had  in  moving  for 
a  Return,  and  in  giving  us  the  calculations 
which  he  has  founded  upon  it.  I  could 
have  told  my  noble  friend  without  any 
Return  and  without  any  calculations  that 
when  the  Special  Aid  Grant  is  divided 
between  urban  and  rural  schools  in 
the  respective  proportions  of  5s.  9d.  and 
38.  3d.  the  districts  which  contain  a  large 
number  of  urban  schools  would  gain  a 
great  deal  more  than  districts  which  con- 
tain a  large  number  of  rural  schools.  My 
noble  friend's  contention  is  that  which  I 
believe  he  has  always  consistently  main- 
tained. He  objects  to  the  discrimination. 
But  it  was  not  necessary  to  produce  a 
very  elaborate  array  of  figures  in  Order 
to  show  that  the  discrimination  which 
was  provided  for  in  the  Act,  and  which 
has  been  put  into  effect  by  the  Board"  of 
Education  would  have  the  effect  which  it 
has  had.  That  effect  could  have  been 
calculated  with  considerable  accuracy 
beforehand.  The  noble  Lord  said  that 
the  experiment  had  failed.  If  by  failure 
he  means  that  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
crimination various  districts  have  received 
various  amounts,  failure  was  inevitable ;  but 
I  do  not  know  in  what  way  failure  is  proved, 
because,  in  our  opinion,  the  discrimina- 
tion has  had  mainly  the  effect  which  it 
was  intended  to  have,  and  has  given  the 
.greater  share  of  the  grant  to  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  most  necessitous  cases. 
The  reasons  which  induced  Parliament 
and  the  Department  to  make  this  dis- 
crimination were  shortly  these :  In  the 
first  place  the  rural  districts  generally  had 
gained  and  urban  districts  had  lo3t 
through  the  operation  of  the  Fee  Grant, 
inasmuch  as  in  urban  districts  fees  for 
1891  were  in  excess  of  10s.,  and  in  rural 
districts  they  were  considerably  under 
10s.  In  the  next  place  the  local  interest 
of  the  well-to-do  classes  in  the  main- 
tenance of  Voluntary  schools  is  generally 
greater  in  the  rural  than  in  the  urban 
districts ;  the  power  to  raise  volun- 
tary contributions  being  greater,  the 
need  for  further  assistance  is  less. 
In  the  next  place  special  provision 
is  made  for  the  most  necessitous 
schools  in  rural  districts  under  Articles 
104  and  105  of  the  Code.  I  may  say  a 
word  upon  that  subject  by-and-by.  In 
the  next  place  the  cost  of  living  and 
therefore  the  amount  paid  for  salaries  is 
higher  in  the  urban  than  in  the  rural  dis- 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


tricts.    It  may  also  be  added  that  in  rural 
districts  the  proportion  of  schools  which 
possess  liberal  endowments,  and  are  there- 
fore not  necessitous,  is  greater  than  in 
urban    districts.     Presumably  in  urban 
districts  new  endowments  have  not  kept 
pace  with  the  growth  of  population.    The 
experience  of  the  past   three  years  has 
on  the  whole  justified  the   conclusions 
which   we  drew  from  these  facts.     The 
rates     of     Aid    Grant     for     town    and 
country  schools  were  fixed  so  as  to  secure 
as  nearly  as  possible  that  the  actual  allot- 
ment of  aid  grant  to  the  several  associa- 
tions should  range  from  4s.  to  5s.  6d.  per 
head.     Now,     my    Lords,     I    refer    to 
Articles  104  and  105  of  the  Code,  which 
are  articles  which  provide  for  schools  in 
districts  of  very  small  population.     The 
small  schools  in  the  Norwich  Association 
(which  is  one  of  those  which  apparently 
receive  a  very  low  rate  from  the  Special 
Aid  Grant)  received  £3,9*30  under  these 
articles,  or  Is.  5d.  per  head  on  the  atten- 
dance of  all  schools  in  the  association.  In 
the    Sudbury  Association  they  received 
£1,285,  or  nearly  2s.  per  head.    In  the  Lin- 
colnshire Association  (the  case  of  which  my 
noble  friend  has  brought  forward)  they  re- 
ceived £4,105,  or  Is.  10£d.  per  head.    In 
contrast  with  these  figures,  the  schools 
of  the  London  Diocesan  Association  re- 
ceived £35,  or  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of 
a  penny  per  head,  and  those  of  the  Man- 
chester Association  received  £395,  or  a 
trifle  over  a  halfpenny  per  head.     I  think 
I  have  only  to  add  that  the  Right  Rev. 
Prelate  who  has  just  spoken  was  also  per- 
fectly right  in  saying  that  the  new  pro- 
vision for  a  Block  Grant  would  be  a  con- 
siderable assistance  to  schools  in  the  rural 
districts.     Therefore,  whatever  case  my 
noble  friend  may  have  had  previously  to 
the  introduction  of  that  change,  his  case 
is  somewhat  weaker  than  it   was.     My 
Lords,    I    quite    admit    that    a    larger 
amount    of    assistance    would    be    very 
acceptable,     and     probably    would     be 
admirably     expended,     if     it    were    in 
our  power  to  give    it  to  rural  schools, 
which  in  many  districts  are  no  doubt  ex- 
tremely necessitous,  but,  as  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  said  just  now,  we  could  only  do 
this  at  the  expense  of  other  schools  which 
we  believe  to  be  still  more  necessitous, 
and  therefore,  for  the  present  at  all  events, 
and  until  we  see  reason  from  further  ex- 
perience, I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  that 
we  shall  be  likely  to  alter  the  rates  which 
the  present  Code  has  fixed. 
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LORD    HENEAUE:  I    beg  leave    to 
withdraw  the  irotion. 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

INEBRIATES  AMENDMENT   (SCOT- 
LAND)   BILL   [h.l.]. 

Order  of  Friday  last,  for  printing  of 
Commons  Amendment,  discharged. 

House  adjourned  at  a  five  minutes 
past  Seven  of  the  clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  at  half  past 
Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  24th  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
CM6  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
ate  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.: — 

Midland  Great  Western    Railway  of 
Ireland  Bill  TLords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 


STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  LAW,  ETC. 
Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Law,  ete.j  have  leave  to  sit  this  day 
during  the  Sitting  of  the  House. — (Mr. 
T.  W.  EusselL) 

BURNLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Lords  Amendment  to  Commons  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  HILL. 
Lords    Amendments    considered,  and 
agreed  to. 


ROTHERHAM  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

GLASGOW    BUILDING    REGULATIONS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Caldwell) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATION   BILL 

[Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

MOTHERWELL  AND  BELLSHILL  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [Lords]   (BY  ORDER). 

As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Cald- 
well.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

EDUCATION      BOARD     PROVISIONAL 
ORDER    CONFIRMATION    (LONDON) 

BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  4)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CRYSTAL   PALACE    COMPANY  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment ;  Eeport 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

ROE'S    PATENT    BILL   [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
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SALFORD  CORPORATION   BILL  [Lords]. 

WITHINGTON      URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL   BILL  [Lords]. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAYS  BILL 
LLords]. 

IPSWICH  CORPORATION    TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  ROSARIO  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

COSTA    RICA    RAILWAY  COMPANY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment;  Re- 
ports to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That   they  have    agreed    to — London 
(St.  Luke)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  London 
(Southwark)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  with- 
out amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — South 
Metropolitan  Gas  Bill,  London  and  South 
Western  Railway  Bill,  Aberdeen  Cor- 
poration Tramways  Bill,  Great  Western 
Railway  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
to — Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 
Mersey  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  Rawmarsh 
Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill 
[Lords],  without  amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Petitions  in    favour,  from  Truro  and 
East  Bristol ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hastings  and 
Battle ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

SHEBEENS  IN  TOWNS  (IRELAND). 
Return    [presented    23rd  July]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  295.] 


POLICE  ACT,  1890. 
Copy  presented,  of  correspondence 
relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  Certificate  under  Section  17  (2)  of 
the  Act  to  the  River  Tyne  Police  Force, 
for  the  year  ended  29th  September,  1899 
[by  Act  J ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  (BELFAST). 
Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of 
the  President  for  the  Session  1899-1900 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  Stores 
transferred  from  Navy  to  Land  Service 
for  South  Africa  up  to  31st  December, 
1899  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

CONTRACTS    FOR    LOCAL    AUTHORI- 
TIES   (WAGES). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  9th  April;  Sir  Charles  Dilke]; 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed 

[No.  296.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2484  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  15,  1900). 
Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Uruguay,  re- 
newing the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation  of  13th  November, 
1885.  Signed  at  Monte  Video,  15th 
July,  1899.  Ratifications  exchanged  at 
Monte  Video,  9th  Jure,  1900  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NATAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Ad- 
dress 9th  Julv ;  Captain  Sinclair] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


CHINA— BRITISH  REPRESENTATION 
—CONSUL  GENERAL  WArtREN. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  centre  of  European 
authority  is  now  transferred  to  Shanghai, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  see  any  ob- 
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faction  to  the  immediate  appointment  of 
Mr.  Pclham  Warren,  acting  Charge 
4' Affaires  in  China. 

*Thk  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
BRODRICK,  Surrey,  Guildford):  As  I 
stated  on  the  20th  instant,  Mr.  Warren 
has  full  powers  to  take  all  necessary 
action,  but  it  is  not  considered  desirable 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs  to  make  the 
•change  suggested  by  the  question. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON 
the  appointment  be  made  as  a  temporary 
measure  1 


WAR-HOSPITAL 
ARRANGEMENTS 


The  question  was  not  answered. 


EXPORTS 


OF    MUNITIONS 
TO    CHINA. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN 
AND  MEDICAL 
INQUIRY. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  persons  appointed 
to  report  on  the  arrangements  for  the 
care  and  treatment  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  South  Africa  will  have  any, 
and  what,  powers  to  enforce  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses,  to  examine  witnesses 
on  oath,  and  to  compel  the  production  of 
documents ;  and,  how  it  is  proposed  to 
Mi^ht  not  I  protect  witnesses  who  give  evidence  ;  and 
°  !  whether,    with    a    view    to    extend    to 

I  witnesses  the  protection  afforded  by  The 
I  Witnesses   (Public  Inquiries)   Protection 
!  Act,  1892,  he  will  consider  the  propriety 
of  holding   the   proposed   inquiry  under 
OF    WAR    tne  authority  of  a  Royal  Commission. 


I 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  As  the  hon.  Member  is  probably 
aware,  there  is  no  power  under  any  form 
of  Commission  other  than  a  Statutory 
evidence  on  oath. 
This  Commission,  like  all  Commissions 
not  directly  appointed  by  Parliament, 
will  therefore  be  without  that  power.     I 


Colonel  PILKIXGTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
the  Government  have  come  to  any  decision  j 
with  reeard  to   stopping  the   export  of ,  Comm^sTonTo   take* 
Arms  and  ammunition  from  this  country  j 
to  China  for  the  use  of  the  Chinese  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  communicate  the  j 

nature  of  such  decision  to  the  House ;  |  understand  that  the  chairman  of  the 
and  whether  any  ironclads,  torpedo  boats,  |  ammi88ion  has  aireiWiy  made  public  the 
or  other  vessels  of  war  are  now  being  con-  elaborate    precautions    which    the 

structed  for  the  Chinese  by  British  firms,  '  -    J 
or  are  in  course  of  transit  from  Br" 

builders  to    the   Chinese  ;    and,    if    so,  .  statute  would 

whether  the  Government  intend  to  stop  j  ab*olute<     At  tho 
these  vessels,  either  on  the  water  —    " 
the  building  yards. 


very 

/mime  oy  dhusd  nrms  .  Commissioil  prOpOS0  to  take  for  the  pro- 

or  are  in  course  of  transit  from  British  |  tection  ()f  witnesses  alld  i  doubt  whe£hei. 


♦Mr.  BRODRICK: 


give  a  protection  so 
same  time,  as  Parlia- 
or  m  |  ment  has  passed  a  statute  protecting 
witnesses  before  Royal  Commissions — a 
protection  which  does  not  exoend  to 
commissions  otherwise  appointed — this 
Commission    will     be     made    a     Royal 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.); 
Will  the  Commission  have  compulsory 
powers  to  insist  on  bringing  witnesses 
before  them  ? 


eply 
portion  of  the  question  the  Bill  announced 
fcy  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  reply  \  c^EL 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  hast  Mayo,   on  i 
Friday  last,   was  introduced  in  another  j 
place  on  that  day,  and  was  read  a  second  j 
time  yesterday.      No  ironclads,   torpedo  i 
boats,  or  other  vessels  of  war  are   now 

being  constructed    for  the    Chinese  by;  DATPATT1J     T,  .       . 

British  firms  in  this  country.      None  are  i      Mr-  £.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  already 
in  transit  from  British  builders    to   the  '  stated  that  no  Commission  not  appointed 
Chinese.     So  far  as  is  known  none  are  '  hY  Parliament  except  one  appointed  by 
■under  orders  from  China  to  be  built  in  !  statute  has  those  compulsory  powers. 
the  United  Kingdom.  s      Mr   SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  This  Com- 

RECENT  NEWS  FROM  CHINA.  .  ml8Slon  1S  a  farce' 

Mr.     JAMES      LOWTHER    (Kent, :    *Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS   (Westmin- 
Thanet) :  Is  there  any  news  from  China  1 '  ster) :    Has  a  Royal  Commission  which 

1  derives  its  authority  from  the  executive 
♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  am  afraid  we  have  j  power  of  the  Crown  not  those  compulsory 
no  fresh  mews  to  communicate.  powers  ? 
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Mr.  A.   J.   BALFOUR:    No,  Sir;   I 
have  twice  said  so. 

*Mr.    BURDETT-COUTTS  :    Then  I 
will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  another 
question.    I  admit  that  it  is  rather  a  long 
question,  but  it  can  bo  briefly  answered. 
In  cases  of  Regular  soldiers  who  believe 
that  they  will  be  marked  men  and  would  ! 
be  ruined  for  life,  and,  therefore,  will  not  ' 
speak ;    in    the   case    of    more    humble  j 
people  in  some  kind  of  active  employment  ( 
in   connection   with   the   Army   Medical  | 
Department  who  have  the  same  feeling  j 
and,  therefore,  will  not  speak ;  in  the  case 
of  civilian  surgeons  in  the  employment  of 
the  Army  Medical  Department  and  de- 
pendent for  their  daily  livelihood  on  the 
continuance    of    that    employment   and 
therefore  will  not  speak  ;  and  in  the  case 

of  civilian  doctors I 

I 

*MR.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  really  delivering  a  speech 
and  an  argument.  An  answer  has  been 
given  to  the  question,  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  proceeding  to  point  out  a 
number  of  cases  in  which  he  considers 
that  witnesses  require  protection.  If 
more  information  is  required  he  should 
give  notice  of  the  question. 

*Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  I  had  no  ' 
intention  of  making  a  speech,  I  was  only  | 
enumerating  certain  cases  with  regard  to 
which  I  desired  to  ask  a  question.  I 
will,  however,  stop  the  enumeration  and 
will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how, 
with  regard  to  all  those  cases  of  people 
dependent  on  their  employment  for  their 
existence,  he  proposes  to  obtain  such 
important  evidence  without  compulsory 
powers,  and  whether  he  proposes  to  give 
the  witnesses  protection  ? 

Mu.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  In  my  opinion 
the  question  conveys  a  perfectly  un- 1 
merited  insult  upon  persons  who  do  not  | 
deserve  it  at  his  hands  or  anybody  else's,  j 
If  the  hon.  Gentlei  lan  will  wait  until  he  . 
sees  in  print  the  statement  made  by  Lord 
Justice  Ronier  this  morning,  he  will  see  ! 
what  precautions  have  been  taken  by  the  ; 
C«nmKsion 

**EK     PRISONERS     AT     PUETORIA- 

\TTOirr  TO  BLOW  UP  MAGAZINE. 

Xt  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 

I  v^wi*  **  Undersecretary  of  State 

?•    Vc  f  W  vill  inquire  whether  Lieu- 


tenant Tossel,  of  the  Transvaal  Police, 
and  Mr.  Solomon  Gillingham  have  been 
condemned  to  death  in  Pretoria  for 
alleged  complicity  in  a  plot  to  blow  up 
the  magazine  ;  and  whether  he  can  say  if 
Mr.*GiDingham  holds  military  rank  in  the 
Republican  Army,  or  what  is  his  occupa- 
tion ;  when  the  trial  took  place ;  before 
what  tribunal ;  what  was  the  evidence  of 
guilt ;  when  the  sentence  is  to  be  carried 
into  effect ;  and  in  what  manner. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  There  is  no  information  at  the 
War  Office  in  regard  to  the  matter 
referred  to  in  the  question,  and  it  is  not 
proposed  to  make  any  inquiry. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Will  the 
hon.  Gentleman  inquire  if  the  War  Office 
have  received  any  intimation  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Boer  military  authori- 
ties to  shoot  some  important  prisoners 
they  hold — among  them  two  Irish  lords 
— if  these  men  are  put  to  death  1 

BOER  WOMEN  SENT  TO  ENEMY'S 
LINES. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  wives  of  all  Boers 
now  alleged  to  be  fighting  are  ordered  to 
report  themselves  in  order  that  they  may 
be  sent  into  the  enemy's  lines  ;  and,  if  so, 
can  he  give  the  reason  for  this  order. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No  information  on 
this  matter  has  reached  the  War  Office. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth)  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  make  inquiry  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  see  no  cause  for 

inquiry. 

Dr.  TANNER  :  I  will  put  a  question 

again  next  Tuesday. 

DOCTORS  AND  NURSES  IN  THE 
ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
has  any  official  information  showing  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  arrangements,  out 
of  twenty-four  nurses  employed  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  fourteen  have 
succumbed  ;  and  whether  100  more 
doctors  and  200  nurses  arc  now  required* 
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and  stores  stacked  at  base  arc  to  be  sent 
up  to  the  front. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Eight  nurses  have 
died  in  South  Africa.  Lord  Roberts  has 
quite  recently  asked  for  twenty  more 
nrgeons  and  fifty  nurses.  These  are 
being  sent.  It  is  usual  for  stores  to  be 
stacked  at  the  lxise  and  sent  up  as 
required. 

ARTILLERY  AMMUNITION  SUPPLIES. 
Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  was  the  reserve  of  field  and  horse 
artillery  in  this  country  when  the  South 
African  Republic  declared  war ;  and  how 
many  rounds  per  gun  were  sent  to  South 
Africa  with  the  Army  Corps ;  and  how 
many  rounds  per  gun  were  sent  with  the 
batteries  which  went  from  India  to 
Durban ;  and  whether,  in  order  to  make 
up  the  artillery  ammunition  required  for 
the  war,  recourse  was  had  to  foreign 
manufacturers. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  introducing  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  on  Friday,  I 
propose  to  make  a  statement  dealing 
with  reserves  of  ammunition  and  other 
equipment.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me  to  defer  replying  to  him 
till  then. 

INOCULATION  AGAINST  TYPHOID. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Director  General  of  the  Arm)*  Medical 
Department,  at  the  Indian  Medical 
Service  dinner  on  14th  June,  stated  that 
the  results  of  inoculation  for  typhoid, 
while  it  afforded  some  protection  against 
contracting  the  disease,  rather  increased 
the  risk  of  death  when  contracted,  but 
that  this  only  applied  to  the  men,  as  both 
the  incidence  and  case  mortality  among 
officers  appeared  to  be  increased  by  inocu- 
lation ;  and  whether  the  recent  statistics 
of  Professor  Wright,  of  Netley,  which 
show  that  both  attacks  and  deaths  from 
typhoid  are  seven  times  less  in  the  inocu- 
lated than  in  the  uninoeulateri,  applied 
equally  to  officers  and  men  separately. 


one    occasion,   the    statistics  at  present 
1  available  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to 


give  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  question. 
i 

Mr.  SWIFT    MacNEILL:  Will  the 
!  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  of  the  Director 

General  if  he  made  the  statement  1 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  asking  my  friends  what  they  say 
in  after-dinner  speeches. 

VOLUNTEERS  AND  GARRISON  DUTY. 
Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln) :  I  beg  to  ask 
j  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
j  whether  ho  can  state  to  the  House  how 
i  many  Volunteer  regiments  offered  their 
j  services  to  the  Government  last  winter 
I  for  garrison  duty,  and  whether  any  were 
I  asked  to  undertake  it  and  were  unable  to 
j  do  so. 

.    *Mr.     WYNDHAM:     No     Volunteer 
I  corps  has  been  asked  to  undertake  garri- 
|  sou   duty.     Sixteen   corps   offered    their 
j  services    for    various    purposes    in    the 
(  course     of     last     winter,     but    it     was 
i  not  found  necessary  to   take   advantage 
i  of      these      patriotic      offers.       It      is 
|  difficult  to  give  an  answer  which  will  not 
,  mislead.       Excepting    regular    garrison 
!  artillery  at  military  ports,  there  are   no 
i  fixed  garrisons  in  this  country  so  long  as 
j  an  attack  on  it  is  not  apprehended.  There 
is  a  certain  amount  of  barrack  accommo- 
dation, and  that  has    been   overcrowded 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.     At  this 
moment  we  have  50,000  more  JRegulars 
and  Militia  than  wc  could  accommodate 
in  barracks  when  the  camping  season  is 
over.     So  that  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  accept  offers  from  Volunteers  for 
home  service  in  the  winter. 

SMALL  ARM  AMMUNITION  SUPPLIES. 
Mr.  FABER  (York) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  at 
the  time  when  he  stated  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  use  Mark  IV.  ammunition  at 
foreign  stations  for  practice  purposes 
only,  what  was  the  amount  of  other  ser- 
viceable small  arms  ammunition  available 
in  the  country,  and  when  the  manufacture 
of  Mark  II.  ammunition  was  commenced. 


♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  no  know-  *Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  Member 
ledge  of  the  statement  attributed  to  the  will  no  doubt  see  that  it  is  not 
Director  General  of  the  Army  Medical  I  expedient  to  give  such  information 
Department,  and,  as  I  have  already  I  except  in  general  terms.  On  the 
explained  to  the  House  on   more  than  J  date    mentioned  —  namely  ^  2A\ta    J\xV$v 
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1899,  taking  the  authorised  reserve  at 
400  rounds  per  man  armed  with  a  rifle,  200 
rounds  per  man  with  carbine — infantry, 
maximum,  28,000;  cavalry,  maximum, 
45,000— we  had  an  excess  of  7,000,000 
rounds  above  that  reserve  so  calculated. 
In  spite  of  the  subsequent  adoption  of 
Mark  V.  and  readoption  of  Mark  II.,  we 
have  been  able  to  secure  an  ample  output 
from  the  factory  to  the  trade. 

STORES    BORROWED    BY    ARMY 
FROM    NAVY. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  can  state  when  the 
promised  Return  of  warlike  stores  bor- 
rowed by  the  Army  from  the  Navy  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  preparation 
-of  this  Return  has  been  delayed  in  order 
to  make  it  as  complete  as  possible  in  the 
imperfect  state  of  our  information,  but 
it  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  to-night,  and  I 
!hope  that  advance  copies  will  be  available 
this  evening. 

SOUTH  DENES  CAMP— SISTERS  OF 
NAZARETH. 

Dr.  TANNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  his 
Attention  has  been  called  to  the  regula- 
tions issued  by  Colonel  Brownrigg,  in- 
specting the  Volunteers  on  the  South 
Denes,  Yarmouth,  forbidding  the  Sisters  of 
.Nazareth  to  collect  pennies  from  the 
4,000  Volunteers  now  in  camp  ;  whether 
Colonel  Brownrigg  has  any  authority  for 
issuing  such  regulations ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  sisterhood  who  were  sent  back 
.are  of  the  same  order  as  that  which  was 
so  highly  commended  for  nursing  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  South  Africa;  and  if 
there  were  1,000  Catholic  Volunteers  in 
the  camp  at  the  time. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  must  apologise  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  having  unintention- 
ally misinformed  him  in  reply  to  his 
former  question  on  this  subject.  I  told 
him  that  the  matter  was  within  the  com- 
petence of  Colonel  Brownrigg,  and  that 
the  War  Office  did  not  interfere.  I  now 
learn  that  a  circular  was  issued  by  the 
Adjutant  General  in  October  last,  pro 
hibiting  the  practice  of  ladies  entering 
barracks  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  alms. 
It  was  under  this  order  that  Colonel 
Brownrigg  acted,  and  he  had,  of  course, 
no  option  but  to  do  so. 


PUBLIC    SCHOOL  ARMY   COMMIS- 
SIONS—ETON. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  certain  commissions  for  the 
Army  have  been  allotted  to  the  head 
master  of  Eton ;  and  will  the  recipients 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  the  usual  com- 
petitive examination. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Nineteen  commis- 
sions have  been  assigned  to  public  schools, 
of  which  two  have  been  allotted  to  Eton. 
The  nominees  will  be  treated  like  the 
other  recipients  of  direct  commissions, 
and  will  not  be  required  to  pass  a  com- 
petitive examination. 

Major  RASCH :  What  ia  the  reason 
for  this  extraordinary  preference  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  pointed  out  some 
time  ago  that  all  those  who  received 
direct  commissions  were  to  be  twenty 
years  of  age.  I  announced  that  twenty 
commissions  would  be  given  to  public 
schools,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  nineteen 
have  been  given. 

1st  VOLUNTEER  BATTALION    LEICE8- 
TERS— SUPPLY  OF  RIFLES. 

Major  RASCH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  1st  Volunteer  Bat- 
talion Leicesters  is  1,560  strong,  that  they 
have  only  (19th  July)  five  rifles  to  six 
men,  and  that  they  indented  for  230  on 
5th  June,  twenty-one  on  12th  June,  and 
fifty  on  12th  July,  and  were  informed 
that  none  were  available ;  and  whether, 
as  they  go  into  camp  on  Salisbury  Plain, 
5th  August,  and  must  have  the  arms  to 
earn  the  additional  grant,  the  War  Office 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  supplying 
them. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  battalion  has 
up  to  date  demanded  261  rifles,  and  these 
were  sent  from  Weedon  on  the  17th 
instant. 

THE     CHANNEL    AND    MEDITER- 
RANEAN   FLEETS. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  Returns  are  furnished 
by  the  Admirals  commanding  the  Channel 
and  Mediterranean  Fleets  showing  the 
time  spent  in  harbour,  the  time  spent  at 
sea,  the  duration  and  nature  of  evolutions 
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practised  at  sea,  the  state  of  the  weather  | 
prevailing  during  such  evolutions,  and  all  i 
neh  information  as  may  be  necessary  to  i 
viable  the  Admiralty  to  record  and  judge  | 
the  nature  and  extent  of  opportunities  i 
given  for  the  sea-training  of  officers  and 
■en  of  these  fleets ;  and,  if  so,  are  such 
Retains    furnished     quarterly    or    half- 
yearly,  j 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the   ADMI-  i 
RALTY  (Mr.   Goschkn,   St.    George's,  ] 
Hanover    Square) :    The    Returns    and  j 
reports  furnished  by  Admirals  in  com- 1 
■and  of  squadrons,  together  with    the 
programmes  of  their  proposed  movements 
which  are  submitted  for  approval,  are  | 
cuch  as  to  enable  the  Admiralty  to  judge 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  cruises  , 
taken  by  them,  and  of  the  opportunities  i 
for  sea-training  to  the  officers  and  men  i 
afforded  by  them.    Some  of  these  Returns  I 
are  quarterly,  but  reports  of  proceedings 
are  received  at  shorter  intervals. 

MR.  ARNOLD-FORSTER(Belfast,\V.) : 
May  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that 
(he  time  spent  at  sea  has  been  singularly 
short  in  the  last  two  years  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  No,  Sir. 

NAVAL   COURTS    MARTIAL— LAW  OF 
EVIDENCE. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) :  I 

Xto  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
whether,  in  fulfilment  of  his  pro- 
mise, he  has  consulted  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  as  to  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  Criminal  Evidence  Act,  1898,  to 
naval  courts  martial,  and  with  what 
result 

MR.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  Sir ;  steps  will 
be  taken  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
Criminal  Evidence  Act,  1898,  to  naval 
courts  martial. 

PORT  GUARDSHIP  FOR  THE  MERSEY 
—RECRUITING. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange) .  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  has 
considered  the  desirability  of  placing  a 
port  guardship  in  the  Mersey  ;  or,  if  that 
course  is  impracticable,  of  arranging  for 
the  more  frequent  visit  of  one  or  more  of 
Her  Majesty  s  ships  to  the  port  of  Liver- 
pool ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
efforts    made    locally   to   arouse    public 
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interest  in  the  Navy,  and  to  the  number 
of  respectable  lads  who  might  volunteer 
for  the  service  if  the  opportunity  were 
afforded  to  them,  it  would  be  possible  to 
provide  some  further  facilities  for  the 
enlistment  and  training  of  recruits  for  the 
Royal  Navy  or  Royal  Naval  Reserve. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  In  1884  the  port 
guardship  was  removed  to  Holyhead,  as 
the  Mersey  was  found  an  unsuitable 
anchorage  on  account  of  the  strong  tides 
and  crowded  state  of  the  river  ana  great 
steamer  traffic ;  boat  work  was  difficult, 
and  collisions  took  place  with  passing 
steamers.  For  these  reasons  it  is  not 
contemplated  to  again  place  a  ship  in  the 
Mersey.  The  "Northampton"  visits 
Liverpool  occasionally  for  recruiting  pur- 
poses, and  will  most  likely  do  so  again 
next  year.  Her  last  visit  was  in  1897. 
With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  question,  recruit- 
ing at  Liverpool  has  been  quite  up  to  the 
mark  as  compared  with  other  recruiting 
centres. 

NORTHERN    TERRITORY    OF 
AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg 

to  ask    the   Secretary   of  State  for  the 

Colonies  whether  the  administration  of  the 

Northern  Territory  by  South  Australia 

is  of  a  permanent  or  temporary  character ; 

j  what  rights,  if  any,  in  this  territory  are 

I  still  retained    by    the  Imperial  Govern- 

j  ment ;  and    in    what    relation    will    tlw 

:  Northern   Territory   stand    towards   tho 

!  Government  of  the  Australian  Common- 

l  wealth. 

i     The  SECRETARY   of  STATE  for 
j  the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
|  Birmingham,  W.) :  The  Northern  Terri- 
i  tory  was  annexed  to  South  Australia  by 
!  Letters  Patent  in  1863,  Her  Majesty  re- 
serving full   light   to   revoke  or  amend 
these  Letters  Patent.     So  long  as  these 
,  remain    unaltered     the    territory   is    an 
integral  part  of  the  colony.    The  Imperial 
Government  have  exactly  tho  same  rights 
in  the  Northern  Territory  as  in  any  other 
part  of  the  colony,  which  will  enter  the 
Commonwealth  as  a  whole,  and  will  stand 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  Government 
.  of  the  Commonwealth  as  the  rest  of  the 
colony. 

;  TONGA  PROTECTORATE. 

|      Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 

'  tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
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is  now  in  receipt  of  detailed  official 
information  concerning  the  circumstances 
under  which  a  protectorate  over  Tonga 
was  proclaimed  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  such 
information  shows  that  no  protectorate 
flag  was  hoisted  and  no  reply  given  by 
the  Tongan  Government  to  the  salute  of 
twenty-one  guns  fired  from  H.M.S. 
41  Porpoise." 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Mr.  Thom- 
son's report  has  been  received  and  is  now 
under  consideration.  I  do  not  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  a  protectorate 
flag.  The  British  flag  is  not  hoisted 
when  a  protectorate  is  proclaimed,  but 
only  when  a  country  is  taken  possession 
of  by  Her  Majesty.  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  salute  was 
fired  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Porpoise  " 
were  such  as  to  call  for  a  reply  from  the 
Tonga  Government.  I  may  state,  how- 
ever, that  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
practice  in  protectorates  the  British  flag 
was  hoisted  by  the  Tongan  Government 
alongside  the  Tongan  flag  on  Her 
Majesty's  birthday,  and  duly  saluted  with 
twenty-one  guns. 

INDIAN  FAMINE— PRIVATE  CHARITY. 
Sir     WILLIAM      WEDDERBURN 

(Banffshire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether,  with  a  view  to 
stimulate  liberality  in  subscriptions  to  the 
Indian  Famine  Fund,  he  will,  by  a  de- 
tailed statement,  make  clear  to  the  public 
what  branches  of  relief  are  undertaken 
by  the  Indian  Government  and  what 
branches  are  dependent  upon  private 
charity ;  and  whether  he  can  give  a  rough 
estimate  of  the  total  expenditure  required 
from  the  Government  of  India  and  from 
private  charity  respectively  in  order  to 
deal  suitably  with  the  present  calamity. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  If  the  hon.  Baronet  will  read  any 
of  the  statements  which  I  have  sent  to  the 
Lord  Mayor,  or  the  various  published 
letters  I  have  written  to  the  different  or- 
ganisations who  have  been,  and  are  collect- 
ing funrts  for  the  Indian  Charitable  Famine 
Fund,  he  will  there  find  clearly  stated  the 
branches  of  relief  work  undertaken  by  the 
Government  and  the  subsidiary  spheres 
of  work  reserved  for  charity.  As  regards 
the  second  question,  the  hon.  Baronet  will 
perhaps  allow  me  to  reserve  till  Thursday 


the  general  and  detailed  statement  I  shall 
be  ready  to  make  upon  the  famine 
expenditure. 

CANADA  AND   THE  INDIAN  FAMINE. 
Sir     WILLIAM    WEDDERBURN: 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  April 
last  several   Members  of   the   Canadian 
House  of  Commons  urged  the  Colonial 
Government  to  make  a  substantial  grant 
to  the  Indian  famine  fund ;  and  that  the^ 
Premier,   in  reply,   announced  that  th^ 
Government  was  in  communication  wit^ 
the  Home  authorities  on  the  subject ;  an,  ^ 
whether  he  can  state  what  was  the  resu^^ 
of  this  communication. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Yes ;  I  ha*^. 
seen  the  report  of  the  discussion  to  wh>c/! 
the  hon.  Member  refers.     I  have  not  ^ef 
however,    received    any    communication' 
from  the  Dominion  Government  on   the 
subject. 

RANGOON  OUTRAGE—COMMAND  OF 
THE  ROYAL  WEST  KENT  REGI- 
MENT. 

Sir  LEWIS  MTVER  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary   of  State  for 
India  whether  Brigadier  General  Rolland 
was  removed  from  his  command  as  Briga- 
dier on  the  ground  of  alleged  apathy  and 
inaction  in  what  is  known  as  the   Royal 
West  Kent  Regiment  case ;   and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  can  name 
any  specific  act  or  omission  on  the  part  of 
Colonel  Rolland  justifying  this  charge: 
and  whether  he  can  state  anything  in  the 
matter  which  Colonel  Rolland  could  have 
done, or  ought  to.  have  done,  and  which  he 
failed  to  do. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  ground 
upon  which  Colonel  Rolland  was  removed 
from  his  command  in  connection  with  the 
gross  outrage  committed  at  Rangoon  in 
April,  1899,  was  that,  being  in  immediate 
command  at  Rangoon,  and  primarily  re- 
sponsible for  discipline  at  the  station,  he 
showed  an  apathy  and  inaction  which 
.  conduced  to  a  miscarriage  of  justice.  His 
case  was  most  carefully  considered  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief  in  India,  by  the 
Government  of  India,  and  by  myself  in 
Council;  and,  in  allowing  Colonel  Rolland 
to  remain  in  the  Service,  I  adopted  the 
most  lenient  course  that  was  open  to  me 
under  the  circumstances. 
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FIELD   BATTERIES    IN  INDIA. 
•SIR  CHARLES    DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :    I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  Suite  for  India  whether  no 
och  decision,  tending  to  the  reduction  of 
funs  in  heavy  field  batteries  in  India,  has 
hen  taken,  as  is  suggested  in  the  Blue- 
look  containing  the  financial  statement ! 
F     and  debate  in  the  Viceroy's  Council,  re- 
cently laid  before  Parliament. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  question 
of  the  conversion  of  four  heavy  field  bat- 
teries of  four  guns  each  into  two  howitzer 
latteries  of  six  guns  each  is  inseparably 
connected  with  other  large  questions  of 
artillery  organisation    which  are    under  ■ 
consideration  in  communication  with  the 
War    Office,   and  it  has   not  yet  been  j 
decided. 


RECEIVING    HOMES  FOR   PAUPER 
CHILDREN. 

Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W.) :  I  beg  ■ 
to'ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  the  Lambeth  Guar- 
dians have  accepted  the  suggestion  of  the 
Board  to  establish  a  receiving  home  for 

Super  children ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the 
«rd  are  prepared  to  insist  upon  their 
proposal  being  carried  out. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford):  The  guardians 
have  not  yet  accepted  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
this  matter,  and  the  Board  arc  still  in 
communication  with  them  on  the  subject. 

FEEBLE-MINDED  PAUPERS. 
m  Mr.  FLOWER  :  I  beg  to  aok  the  Pre- 
sident of   the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  is  able  to   comply  with  the 
request  contained  in  the  memorial  pre- 
sented  to  him  by  the    Association   for , 
Promoting  the  Welfare   of  the  Feoble- 
Minded,  and  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be 
held  as  to  the  number  and  condition  of  ' 
feeble-minded  paupers,  not  certifiable  as  ! 
lunatics. 

MR.  CHAPLIN:  This  matter  is  re- 
ceiving my  consideration,  and  I  propose 
in  the  first  instance  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  from  the  guardians  information 
with  respect  to  the  number  and  condition 
of  persons  of  the  class  referred  to  who 
are  in  workhouses. 


WANDSWORTH  GUARDIANS  AND 
DESERTED  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  FLOWER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  issue  of  a  public  notice  by  the 
Wandsworth  Board  of  Guardians,  in 
which  a  free  pardon  was  offered  to  the 
parents  of  some  300  children  who  should 
reclaim  them  on  a  given  date ;  can  he 
state  whether  the  issue  of  such  notice 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  ;  and,  whether  they  have  addressed 
any  communication  to  the  guardians  on 
the  matter. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  have  made  inquiry 
on  this  subject,  and  I  am  informed  that 
a  committee  of  the  guardians,  in  going 
through  the  list  of  children  chargeable  to 
the  Union,  found  that  there  were  between 
two  and  three  hundred  cases  in  which 
the  parents  had  been  lost  sight  of,  and  in 
very  few  of  which  the  guardians  could 
prove  desertion  or  take  any  proceedings. 
The  notice  is  stated  to  have  been  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  inviting  parents,  who 
had  left  their  children  for  years,  to  call 
on  the  guardians  and  arrange  to  take 
their  children  away.  In  consequence 
of  the  notice  about  thirty  children  were 
handed  over  to  their  parents.  No  sanction 
to  the  notice  was  given  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  notice  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  open  to  objection, 
and  a  letter  has  been  sent  to  the 
guardians  pointing  this  out,  and  stating 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the 
practice  of  issuing  such  a  notice  should  be 
discontinued. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  WEST  CHESHIRE. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  North- 
wich  Rural  Council  a  communication  was 
received  from  the  county  medical  officer 
of  health,  Dr.  Vacher,  stating  that  he  was 
informed  by  the  medical  officer  of  health 
for  Manchester  that  a  cow  with  a  tuber- 
culosis udder  had  been  found  on  a  farm 
in  West  Cheshire ;  that  Dr.  Nevin  wrote 
to  Dr.  Vacher  advising  to  isolate  the  in- 
fected cow,  to  dry  her  at  once,  and  have 
her  fed  for  slaughter ;  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  sanctioned  such 
a  system ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Dr.  Vacher,  in  conjunction  with  the  late 
Inspector   Wagstaffe,    inaugurated  and 
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carried  out  a  series  of  tuberculosis  pro- 
secutions in  Birkenhead. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  The  facts  appear  to 
be  substantially  as  stated  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  question.  The  cow, 
however,  was  not  sold,  but  was  destroyed 
by  the  farmer.  The  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. Dr.  Vacher,  before  becoming  county 
medical  officer  was  medical  officer  of 
health  for  Birkenhead,  and  I  am  informed 
that  during  this  period  the  Birkenhead 
Town  Council,  as  advised  by  him, 
arranged  for  a  much  more  thorough  in- 
spection of  meat  intended  for  the  food  of 
man  than  had  previously  been  attempted, 
and  appointed  Mr.  Wagstaffe  to  give  his 
whole  time  to  the  work.  Dr.  Vacher 
appears,  however,  to  have  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  present  case,  except  to  inform 
the  Northwich  Rural  District  Council  of 
the  communication  he  had  received  from 
Dr.  Nevin. 

WIMBLEDON— PROPOSED    SCHOOL 
BOARD. 

Mr.  PRICE  (Norfolk,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  whether  the 
Education  Department  has  received  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  ratepayers  of 
Wimbledon  on  9th  July,  asking  for  a 
school  board  for  the  parish  ;  and  whether 
an  order  for  the  election  has  been  issued ; 
if  not,  when  it  will  be  issued. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  ox  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  answer  to  the  first 
paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
order  for  election  has  not  yet  been  issued. 
The  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

HOLYHEAD  NATIONAL  SCHOOL - 
RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  OF  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  repeated  demands  have  been 
made  by  the  Education  Department  upon 
the  managers  of  the  Holyhead  National 
School  that  they  should  sign  the  memo- 
randum of  agreement  of  Nellie  Roberts, 
a  pupil  teacher  at  the  infants'  depart- 
ment of  that  school,  but  that,  although 
she  has  been  a  recognised  pupil  teacher 
for  over  three  years,  these  demands  have 


not  yet  been  complied  with;  and  what 
reasons  are  assigned  by  the  managers  for 
their  non-compliance. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Notice  of  this  ques- 
tion was  only  received  this  morning,  and 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the 
information. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  on  the  11th  of  April  last,  the 
Rev.  Canon  Thomas,  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  Holyhead  National  School,  called 
Nellie  Roberts  and  another  pupil  teacher 
before  him,  in  the  presence  of  the  head 
teachers,  and  after  inquiring  of  each  if 
they  wore  willing  to  attend  the  services 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  to  assist 
in  the  Sunday  School,  and  being  answered 
by  the  first  negatively  and  by  the  second 
affirmatively,  that  he  proceeded  to  sign 
the  memorandum  of  agreement  of  the 
latter  and  informed  Nellie  Roberts  that 
he  would  leave  her  agreement  unsigned 
for  a  time,  so  as  to  give  her  an  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  whether  she  would 
comply  with  his  demands  that  she  should 
renounce  her  Nonconformity;  and  will 
he  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  in  this, 
case. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  Board  of  Educa- 
tion have  no  control  over  the  conditions 
in  respect  of  religion  under  which  pupil 
teachers  are  engaged  But  I  will  in- 
quire into  the  allegations  of  the  hon_ 
Member. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  managers  of  the  Holy- 
head National  School  habitually  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  all  their  teachers  to 
attend  Church  of  England  services  and 
to  be  confirmed,  and  that  out  of  nine 
Nonconformists  employed  at  the  school 
seven  have  been  obliged  to  comply  with 
these  demands,  although  the  parents  are 
Nonconformists,  and  that  this  is  the  only 
school  available  for  a  Nonconformist  dis- 
trict ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  repeated 
applications  by  the  Holyhead  School 
Board  to  be  allowed  to  build  a  school  have 
been  refused,  and  that  the  National 
school  is  generally  overcrowded,  he  will 
state  what  steps  the  Board  of  Education 
i  will  take  in  this  matter. 
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Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  Board  of  Educa- 
tion have  no  power  to  interfere  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  I  will  inquire  into 
the  matter  referred  to  in  the  second 
paragraph. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee 
<rf  Council  on  Education  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
nearly  all  the  pupil  teachers  in  the  Holy- 
liead  National  School  are  paid  one  shilling 
per  week  less  than  the  amount  agreed 
upon  by  the  managers  and  specified  in 
their  memoranda  of  agreement ;  and  what 
measures  the  Board  of  Education  intend 
taking  to  enforce  the  proper  carrying  out 
<rf  Clauses  1  and  3  of  the  memorandum 
•of  agreement. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  No  complaint  of  the 
non-fulfilment  by  the  managers  of  the 
Holyhead  National  School  of  the  condi- 
tions of  their  agreement  with  pupil 
teachers  has,  so  far  as  I  know,  reached 
the  Board  of  Education.  If  such  com- 
plaint were  made  it  would  at  once  be 
inquired  into. 

SCIENCE  AND   ART  INSTRUCTION  IN 
LONDON   BOARD  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether  he  is  aware  that 
numerous  scholars  nominally  in  public 
elementary  schools  under  the  London 
School  Board,  who  receive  instruction 
exclusively  under  the  regulations  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Directory  and  not  under 
the  Code,  have  their  attendances  registered 
both  on  the  registers  of  the  Science  and 
Art  Department  and  in  duplicate  on  the 
Attendance  books  of  the  public  elemen- 
tary schools;  and  that  this  duplicate 
registration  brings  the  cost  of  the  in- 
struction so  given  to  science  and  art 
scholars  into  the  accounts  of  the  ordinary 
elementary  school,  and  thus  causes  it  to 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  School  Board  rate 
levied  for  elementary  education  only; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  this  registration 
of  science  and  art  scholars  on  the  books 
of  the  public  elementary  school  is  pro- 
hibited by  Clause  18  of  the  Science  and 
Art  Directory,  he  will  state  what  steps  he 
has  taken  or  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.     The 


Board  of  Education  have  refused  to  pay 
Science  and  Art  Grants  in  respect  of  any 
scholar  registered  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL :  Does  my  right 
hon.  friend  mean  that  the  officials  of  the 
Board  of  Education  have  been  sustaining 
what  I  cannot  but  describe  as  a  serious 
public  fraud  ? 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE— REMOVAL 
TO  MOUNT  PLEASANT-OVERTIME 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  STF1ADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  if  the  London  postmen 
whose  deliveries  have  been  protracted  by 
the  recent  removal  to  St.  Martin's-le- 
Grand,  and  particulars  of  whose  cases 
have  already  been  submitted  to  him,  are 
to  bo  paid  for  the  overtime  thus  worked. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Yes,  Sir ;  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  distributing  the  payments  for 
i  overtime. 

LONDON  POSTAL  DELAYS-SUG- 
GESTED INQUIRY. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  sorters  and  postmen  have  been 
charged  by  officials  of  the  Department 
with  malingering  and  with  being  re- 
sponsible for  recent  postal  delays  in  Lon- 
don, he  will  appoint  a  Committee  to 
inquire  with  whom  the  responsibility 
really  rests. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Post- 
master General  infonns  me  that,  as  far  as 
he  is  aware,  no  definite  charges  of  the 
kind  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
have  been  made.  There  seems  to  be  no 
useful  purpose  likely  to  be  served  by  such 
a  Commission  as  he  suggests. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  Although,  perhaps, 
the  Postmaster  General  has  not  heard  of 
the  charges  made  against  the  men,  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  officials 
under  the  Postmaster  General  have 
brought  charges  against  the  men  in  the 
public  press  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  of  that.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  give  me  some  information  as  to  the 
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details,  but  at  present  the  information  is 
not  in  harmony  with  that  I  have  received 
from  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  I  will  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  afforded  by  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  state  the  case  of  the  men 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  PICCADILLY. 
Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-on-Trent):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  has  made  any  proposal 
to  the  County  Council  to  add  part  of  the 
Green  Park  to  Piccadilly,  and  whether  his 
proposal  will  be  submitted  to  the  House 
of  Commons. 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  have  made  a  proposal 
to  the  London  County  Council  to  the 
effect  that  if  they  will  undertake  the  cost 
of  widening  Piccadilly,  according  to  a 
plan  which  has  been  laid  before  them,  I 
will  endeavour  to  procure  the  necessary 
Royal  Warrant  to  obtain  a  strip  of  the 
Green  Park  required  for  the  purpose. 
The  work,  if  carried  out  according  to  the 
plan,  will  in  no  way  injure  the  park,  but 
will  confer  an  immense  boon  upon  the 
public  at  large.  1  shall  be  very  happy  to 
explain  the  plan  to  my  hon.  friend,  and 
will  see  that  it  is  placed  in  the  Tea  Room 
for  the  inspection  of  hon.  Members.  As 
no  public  money  is  involved,  no  Estimate 
will  be  submitted  to  Parliament,  but  the 
question  could,  of  course,  be  discussed  on 
Glass  II.,  Vote  25,  which  still  remains  to 
be  taken.  The  procedure  in  this  case  is 
in  exact  accordance  with  those  precedents 
where  land  has  been  taken  from  Royal 
parks  for  the  purpose  of  widening  public 
streets,  where  no  other  conditions  are 
involved. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
To  what  extent  will  the  road  be 
widened  1 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  For  the 
greater  portion  of  the  way  it  will  be 
practically  70  feet  wide,  and  wider  at 
Park  Lane. 

DIETARY  IN  IRISH  WORKHOUSES. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  On 
behalf  of  the   hon.    Member  for  South 
Monaghan,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 


whether  he  is  aware  that  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Halstead  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, Mr.  Bagenal,  Local  Government 
Board  Inspector,  said  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  soon  issue  an 
order  putting  the  guardians  of  the  work- 
house on  a  different  footing  with  regard 
to  the  dietary  of  the  inmates ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Bagenal  said  that 
the  guardians  would  not  be  tied  down  to 
any  particular  dietary,  and  that  so  long 
as  nutritious  food  was  given  to  the  in- 
mates the  Local  Government  Board  would 
not  interfere  ;  and  whether  he  can  say  if 
he  will  direct  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  to  give  greater  freedom 
to  the  guardians  in  Ireland  in  their  treat- 
ment of  the  poor  and  management  of  the 
workhouses,  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  England  are  about  doing  with 
the  English  Boards  of  Guardians. 

Thk  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Baltour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  have  no  information  regard- 
ing the  first  and  second  paragraphs. 
With  reference  to  the  third  paragraph, 
boards  of  guardians  in  Ireland,  provided 
they  do  not  reduce  their  scale  of  dietary 
below  the  minimum  scale  laid  down  by 
the  General  Regulations,  have  practically 
quite  as  free  a  hand  as  the  English 
boards  in  carrying  out  any  improve- 
ments or  variations  in  the  dietary  which 
their  medical  officer  suggests.  The  mini- 
mum scale  now  in  force  in  Ireland  was 
fixed  in  the  year  1849,  when  the  standard 
of  comfort  of  the  poorer  classes  was  very 
much  lower  than  it  is  at  present,  but  as 
the  boards  of  guardians  have  been 
gradually  improving  the  dietary  of  work- 
house inmates  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  bind  the  guardians  down  to 
any  new  or  uniform  scale.  A  considerable 
difference,  however,  exists  in  the  scales 
of  dietary  in  use  in  the  various  work- 
houses throughout  Ireland,  and  many  are 
open  to  much  improvement.  In  November 
last  the  Local  Government  Board 
addressed  a  circular  to  the  several  boards 
of  guardians  calling  attention  to  this 
diversity  and  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  existing  dietaries  might,  in  many 
instances,  be  revised  on  more  varied  lines 
with  regard  to  the  dietary  of  the  chil- 
dren, the  infirm  and  lunatic  classes.  The 
Board  requested  the  guardians,  after 
consultation  with  their  medical  officer,  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 
also  forwarded  for  the  guardians1  infor- 
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mation  a  copy  of  a  suggested  dietary 
■ode.  As  a  result,  a  number  of  unions 
have  adopted  either  the  scale  suggested 
by  the  Board  or  some  modification  of  it. 

IRISH    LAND    PURCHASE-THE   ASH- 
BOURNE  ACT. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Monaghan,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
kffd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  purchasers  of  land  in  Ireland 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act  are  not  placed 
in  as  favourable  a  position  as  purchasers 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of  1892 
and  1896,  both  with  regard  to  the  sinking 
fund  and  a  reduction  of  the  instalments 
every  ten  years;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  purchasers  under  the  Ashbourne  Acts 
bought  when  judicial  rents  were  higher, 
he  will  consider  the  necessity  and  justice 
of  placing  these  purchasers  on  as  good 
terms  as  the  purchasers  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  of  1892  and  1896  with 
reference  to  the  sinking  fund  and  pay- 
ment of  future  instalments. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  On  the  3rd 
inst.  I  replied  very  fully  to  a  similar  ques- 
tion addressed  by  me  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Monaghan,*  and  to  that  reply 
I  have  nothing  to  add. 

BOATING  IN  HOWTH  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  County, 
N.,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  last  Howth  (county  Dublin) 
Petty  Sessions,  four  boatmen  were , 
prosecuted  at  the  suit  of  the  Royal  Irish  ' 
Constabulary  for  plying  for  hire  with  ' 
their  boats  in  Howth  Harbour  without 
having  obtained  the  necessary  licence 
from,  the  Board  of  Works ;  can  he  state 
who  authorised  the  constabulary  to 
prosecute ;  and  whether  it  is  a  part  of 
their  duty  to  act  for  the  Board  of  Works 
when  required  to  do  so  by  that  Inxly  ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
the  fines  or  costs  that  have  been  im- 
posed in  the  cases  referred  to. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  prosecu- 
tions in  these  cases  were  at  the  suit,  not 
of  the  constabulary,  but  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works.     The  police 


*  See, 
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do  not  act  for  the  Commissioners  in 
matters  of  this  kind.  As  regards  the 
last  paragraph,  the  question  of  the  en- 
forcement of  the  fines  or  costs  is  one  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  County, 
N.,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  four  boatmen  who 
were  last  week  prosecuted  at  Howth 
(county  Dublin)  Petty  Sessions  for  plying 
for  hire  with  boats  without  a  licence  from 
the  Board  of  Works ;  whether  it  was 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Works 
that  this  prosecution  was  instituted  ;  and 
whether,  if  the  Board  of  Works  insist  on 
boatmen  who  ply  for  hire  with  boats 
obtaining  a  licence  to  do  so,  it  will  cause 
the  harbour  to  be  so  dredged  that  it  will 
not  be  necessary,  as  the  boatmen  referred 
to  declared,  to  carry  passengers  on  their 
backs  across  a  portion  of  Howth 
Harbour. 

Mr.    HANBURY:     The    prosecution 
was  instituted  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
who     are     the    Commissioners     of    the 
harbour.     In  three  of  the  cases  no  licence 
had  been  taken  out  for  two  years,  and  in 
I  the  fourth  case  for  four  years.     Dredging 
i  is   impracticable   over  alxmt  half  of   the 
I  harbour  l)ccause  of  the  rockiness  of  the 
I  bed.     But  it  is  carried  on  where  feasible 
i  at  the  East  Pier,  and  in  any  case  several 
I  flights  of  steps  are  available  for  embark- 
ing and  landing  passengers  both  at  the 
I  east  and  west  pier  at  all   states   of  the 
tide.     The  harbour  master  reports  that 
he  has  never  seen  nor  heard  of  licensed 
;  boatmen  having  to  carry  passengers  on 
i  their  backs  to  reach  the  boats. 

i     FAIR    RENT    APPEALS    IN    CORK. 
I      Mr.    MAURICE    HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
!  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
!  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  only  one  sitting  of  a  Sub-com- 
mission for  the  hearing  of  fair  rent  appli- 
cations has  been  held  in  the  Cork  Union 
during  the  present  year,  and  that  at  that 
sitting  no  case  was  listed  in  which  the 
i  notice  was  served  later  than  December, 
|1898;    and  whether  any   steps  will   be 
I  taken  to  expedite  the  hearing  of  pending 
I  fair  rent  applications. 

|     Mr.   G.   W.   BALFOUR :   The  most 
,  recent  list  of  fair  rent  applications  for 
!  hearing  in  the  County  Cork  contains  all 
cases  from  the  union  of  Cork  iiv  wVdck 
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the  applications  were  received  prior  to 
Christmas  1898.  A  Sub-commission  has 
sat  in  Cork  upon  two  occasions  during 
the  present  year.  There  are  only  forty- 
one  cases  from  that  district  received  to 
the  present  date  which  have  not  yet  been 
listed  for  hearing. 

BELFAST  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  districts 
of  Belfast,  Fortwilliam,  Lisburn  Road, 
Malone  Road,  Belmont,  and  Bloomfield, 
the  latest  delivery  of  letters  is  four  o'clock 
in  the  evening;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  have  a  later  delivery  arranged  for. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Portions  of  Lisburn 
Koad  and  Malone  Road  are  within  the 
town  delivery  of  Belfast,  and  have  a  de- 
livery of  letters  commencing  as  late  as 
8  p.m.  The  remaining  portions  of  those 
roads  and  the  other  places  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  are  outside  the  town 
postal  district,  and  the  latest  delivery 
takes  place  at  about  4  p.m.  as  stated 
by  the  hon.  Member.  The  question  of 
giving  a  later  delivery  in  those  districts 
will  be  considered. 

NEWBLISS  RURAL  POSTMAN. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  William  Taylor, 
rural  postman,  Newbliss,  attended  the 
Orange  demonstration  at  Clones  on  the 
12th  inst.,  and  performed  as  a  drummer, 
in  one  of  the  party  bands  upon  that  occa- 
sion ;  and  does  conduct  of  this  kind  on 
the  part  of  postmen  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  Department,  or  will  any  remon- 
strance be  addressed  to  Taylor. 

Mr.    HANBURY  :  William  Taylor  is  | 
employed  about  four  hours  a  day  as  a  | 
rural  auxiliary  postman  at  Newbliss.     He  j 
attended  at  the  Orange  demonstration  at  | 
Clones,  and  acted  as  drummer.     He  was  ] 
off  duty   at  the  time,   and   was   not  in 
uniform,  and   the  matter  is  not  one   of 
which  it  is  thought  necessary  to  take  any 
official  notice. 

WEST     CLARE    FISHERIES. 
Major  JAMESON  (Clare.  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  ot  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  Ireland,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  recent  deputation  and  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  of  assistance 


being  given  by  the  Government  to  the 
fishing  industry  of  West  Clare,  will  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  give  assist- 
ance in  aid  of  the  fishing  industry  in 
West  Clare ;  and,  if  so,  what  sum  will 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  allocate  to 
West  Clare  out  of  the  grant  by  Govern- 
ment voted  for  that  purpose. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  op  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
for  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
County,  S.):  The  Department  is  con- 
sidering what  step  may  be  taken  to  de- 
velop the  fishing  industry  in  West  Clare. 
The  amount  of  money  available  for  the 
purpose  cannot  be  stated  until  the  require- 
ments of  other  districts  are  ascertained. 

SALARIES  OF  IRISH  NATIONAL 
TEACHERS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Deu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  numerous  instances  the  salaries  of 
Irish  National  teachers  for  the  quarter 
ended  30th  June  have  been  delayed  in 
payment  beyond  the  day  appointed  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Commissioners,  and 
that  this  delay  has  occurred  notwith- 
standing that  the  quarterly  returns  were 
received  in  the  Education  Office  in  due 
time  and  in  correct  form ;  and,  whether 
he  will  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
delay,  and  if  steps  will  be  taken  to  guard 
against  a  repetition  of  this  irregularity, 
which  is  productive  of  inconvenience  to 
the  teachers. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  salaries 
of  the  teachers  have  not  been  delayed  in 
payment  in  numerous  cases  as  stated, 
when  the  claims  were  received  in  due 
time  and  were  regular  in  form.  If  any 
specific  case  of  delay  is  brought  under  the 
notice  of.  the  Commissioners,  they  will, 
as  they  always  have  done,  order  a  strict 
investigation  into  the  matter. 


MONEY-LENDING  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Law,  etc  ,  with  Amendments. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  297.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  be  printed.     [No.  297.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), to  be  considered  upon  Thursday, 
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COMPANIES  BILL. 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee) considered. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  motion  on  the 
Paper  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  is  not  in  order,  as  this 
is  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
registered  companies  only,  and  does  not  i 
relate  to  chartered  companies. 

A  Clause  (Application  of  the  Act  to  , 
Scotland)— (The  Lord  Advocate)— brought ' 
up,  and  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  added. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  :  I  beg 
to  move  that  Clause  2  be  omitted. 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  2 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Hereford) : 
I  suppose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  this  Bill  will  also  accept  the 
omission  of  the  following  clause  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
I  find  myself  unable  to  resist  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend.  As 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  what  took 
place  in  the  Grand  Committee  will 
remember,  I  made  a  similar  recommenda- 
tion there,  but  it  was  not  adopted  by  the 
Committee.  I  will  state  the  reason  why 
I  now  feel  bound  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  this  clause  or  of  the  next  one. 
I  admit  that  there  are  evils  which  require 
to  be  remedied,  but  I  do  not  desire  to 
commit  myself  to  the  particular  mode  of 
amendment  embodied  in  these  clausos. 
My  main  reason  for  assenting  to  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  is  that  in 
my  opinion  these  clauses  are  not  germane 
to  the  Bill,  and  I  tnink  that  to  attempt  to 
introduce  definitions  as  to  what  busi- 
nesses may  or  may  not  be  carried  on  by  a 
company  would  be  to  run  counter  to  all 
precedent,  and  would  cause  excessive 
inconvenience.  Therefore,  as  I  desire  to 
say  nothing  against  the  principle  of  the 
clauses,  I  suggest  to  the  House  that  it 
would  do  well  to  accept  the  Amendment 
and  omit  these  two  clauses. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  When  this 
Bfll  was  before  the  Grand  Committee 
I  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would 


be  better  to  leave  these  clauses  out  of  the 
Bill,  as  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  its  main  object  and  scope.  They 
relate  to  an  extremely  important  subject, 
which  I  am  inclined  to  think  should  be 
dealt  with  even  more  strongly  than  is  pro- 
posed in  these  clauses.  But  I  repeat  that 
it  would  be  better  to  omit  this  portion  of 
.  the  Bill  altogether,  as  it  raises  an  entirely 
different  set  of  questions  to  that  dealt 
with  by  the  rest  of  the  Bill. 

I     Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 

,  Considering  that    everybody    connected 

;  with  the  Bill  is  under  the  belief  that  the 

i  clauses    have   nothing  whatever    to    do 

with  it,  I  think  some  explanation  should 

be  afforded  us  as  to  how  they  got  into  the 

Bill.     Can  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  explain  how,  in  spite  of  the  forms 

and   orders  of  the   House,  clauses  were 

inserted  in  a  Bill  with  which   they  had 

,  nothing  whatever  to  do  1 

l 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  clauses  wore  put 

in  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  I, 

of  course,  am  not  capable  of  explaining 

the  reasons  why.   As,  however,  they  were 

inserted,  I  deemed  it  only  right  and  cour- 

;  teous  to  the  House  that  the  Bill  should 

!  be  introduced  here  in  the  form  in  which 

I  it  was  sent  down  last  session. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  That  renders 
it  more   inexplicable   than    ever.       The 
House  of  Lords  sent  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee,  which  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  crossing  the  "  t's  "  and  dotting 
the  "i's,"  and  I  therefore  cannot  compre- 
hend how  they  came  to  pass  clauses  which 
>  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
:  his  predecessor  are  both  agreed  have  been 
;  improperly  inserted.     Under  the  circum- 
i  stances,  of  course  the  House  will  agree 
!  to  their  omission. 

;  Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  hope  that  the  House  will  not 

'.  do  anything  of  the  kind.  These  clauses 
are  the  result  of  a  great  deal  of  considera- 
tion. They  have  been  introduced  into 
this  Bill  in  two  successive  sessions,  and 
they  were  also  introduced  in  a  separate 
Bill.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  introducing 
the  Bill,  deliberately  recommended  these 
clauses  as  the  best  method  of  regulating  cer- 
tain dangers  and  difficulties  to  which  the 
public  are  exposed  under  the  existing  state 
of  the  law.  It  was  done  after  deliberate 
consultation  with  persons  affected.     I  am 
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perfectly  aware  that  I  cannot  discuss  the 
merits  of  Clause  3  at  the  present  time, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
indicated  that  that  clause  will  have  to  go 
if  the  one  now  under  discussion  is 
omitted.  I  feel  bound  in  the  public 
interest  to  support  the  retention  of  the 
clause.  I  feel  that  in  yielding  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  yielding  to  the 
clamour  of  a  class,  because  the  clause 
interferes  to  a  certain  extent  with 
.  large  trading  concerns.  If  the  clauses 
are  not  retained  I  feel  that  an  opportu- 
nity will  have  been  lost  of  putting  on  the 
Statute-book  provision  likely  to  be  of 
great  good  to  the  public  by  protecting 
them  against  many  forms  of  illegal  prac- 
tice in  pharmacy,  medicine,  and  dentistry. 
I  speak  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  consider  carefully 
before  it  yields  to  a  panic  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  caused  by  the 
opposition  of  certain  trade  interests. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  N.) 
said  the  second  clause  proposed  that  a 
company  should  be  entitled  to  assume  a 
title  which  no  individual  might  take 
unless  he  passed  a  certain  examination. 
Surely  that  was  a  bad  policy.  He  did 
not  claim  any  special  immunity  so  far  as 
Ireland  was  concerned.  They  might 
start  as  many  companies  as  they  liked 
there.  It  was  a  poor  country,  its  busi- 
ness was  poor.  If  a  man  got  a  Sunday 
dinner,  he  lived  on  the  recollection  of 
it  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  he 
lived  on  the  anticipation  of  another  Sun- 
day dinner  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  But 
he  did  ask  the  House  to  be  true  to  itself. 
It  had  passed  a  Pharmaceutical  Act 
which  required  a  man  to  pass  an  examin- 
ation before  he  was  entitled  to  do  certain 
things  or  to  assume  a  certain  title.  Now 
it  was  proposed  to  absolutely  wipe  out  that 
qualification,  and  to  enable  a  company  to 
carry  on  the  business  without  examina- 
tion ;  the  only  point  in  its  favour  being 
that  it  was  possessed  of  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence  He  thought  the  Government 
had  verjT  wisely  decided  that  these 
clauses  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
a  Companies  Bill,  and  should  therefore  be 
omitted. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,  S.) : 
I  should  not  have  intervened  in  this  dis- 
cussion had  it  not  been  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  Government  in  agreeing  to  the 
omission  of  these  clauses  was  yielding  to 

Sir  Walter  Foster, 


clamour.  I  entirely  share  the  views  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  the  clauses  are 
alien  to  the  Bill.  I  hold  that  our  statutes 
should  be  so  framed  that  they  can  be 
easily  determined  ;  they  should  not  con- 
tain cross  references  which  only  lead  to 
confusion,  and  therefore  a  Bill  dealing 
with  company  law  ought  not  to  contain 
legislation  affecting  chemists,  who  are  sub- 
ject to  a  different  Act  of  Parliament.  I 
therefore  hope  the  House  will  agree  to 
the  omission  of  these  clauses. 

♦Colonel  LONG  (Worcestershire, 
Evesham)  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
reasons  put  forward  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  rejection  of 
the  clauses — namely,  that  they  were  not 
germane  to  the  Bill—  were  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  justify  their  omission.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was  to  do  away  with 
certain  abuses  in  our  system  of  trading 
by  companies.  Abuses  were  believed  to 
exist  by  means  of  which  people  who  were 
not  qualified  chemists  and  dentists  carried 
on  those  businesses,  to  the  danger  of  the 
public.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  who  was 
supposed  to  understand  evidence,  had 
been  convinced  that  such  abuses  did  exist, 
and  ought  to  be  remedied,  therefore  he 
inserted  the  clauses,  and  they  ought  not 
to  be  thrown  out  on  the  weak  grounds 
stated. 

*Sir  J.  B.  TUKE  (Edinburgh  and  St 
Andrews  Universities)  also  regretted  that 
Clause  3  was  to  be  dropped,  as  its  opera- 
tion would  have  put  a  stop  to  practices 
which  served  to  paralyse  the  action  of 
the  Medical  Acts  in  certain  important 
particulars.  Under  the  law  as  it  now 
stood  persons  in  no  way  connected  with 
the  medical  profession  were  able  to  form 
companies,  the  object  of  which  was  to  act 
as  physicians,  surgeons,  and  dentists. 
Over  such  companies  the  Medical  Council 
could  exercise  no  jurisdiction,  and  one  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  Medical  Acts  was 
inoperative.  The  public  were  the  sufferers, 
as  it  was  rendered  impossible  to  distin- 
guish between  qualified  and  non-qualified 
practitioners.  He  recognised  that  the 
clause  was  not  germane  to  the  general 
terms  of  the  Bill,  but  he  felt  so  strongly 
on  the  subject  that  next  session  he  would 
take  an  early  opportunity  to  introduce  a 
Bill  dealing  with  it. 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 
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Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
■ide):  I  beg  to  move  the  omission  of 
Clause  3.  I  can  only  express  my  satis- 
faction that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  has  agreed  to  the  omission  of 
this  clause. 

Question,  that  Clause  3  stand  part  of 
the  Bill,  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  I  have  to  move  the  omission  from 
Clause  4  of  the  following  words — 

44  (ii)  either  signed  the  Memorandum  of  Asso- 
ciation for  a  number  of  shares  not  less  than 
Ids  qualification  (if  any)  or  signed  and  filed 
with  the  registrar  a  contract  in  writing  to  take 
from  the  company  and  pay  for  his  qualifica- 
tion shares  (if  any)." 

The  law  as  it  at  present  stands  requires 
that  a  director  of  a  company  shall  qualify 
for  his  position  by  taking  up  the  number 
of  shares  defined  in  the  Articles  of 
Association.  It  is  not  unusual,  I  believe, 
for  directors  of  companies  to  receive  their 

? ratifications  from  the  promoters,  and  if 
understand  the  object  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aright,  it  is,  by  including 
this  clause  in  the  Bill,  to  prevent 
directors  of  companies  from  receiv- 
ing their  qualifications  from  the  pro- 
moters. In  other  words,  he  desires  to 
deal  with  that  class  of  directors  described 
as  "guinea-pig"  directors.  But  the  Bill 
will  not  effect  that  object,  because  I 
observe  that,  by  a  later  clause,  on  page  8, 
there  is  a  provision  that  the  director  is  to 
make  a  statement  "  of  all  sums  paid  or 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  him  in  cash  or  shares 
by  any  person,  either  to  qualify  him  as 
a  director  or  otherwise,  for  services 
rendered  by  him  in  connection  with  the 
formation  of  the  company."  Therefore,  I 
take  it,  the  very  evil  which  this  clause  is 
intended  to  defeat  is  countenanced  and 
regulated  by  a  subsequent  clause.  I 
agree  that  very  considerable  evil  attaches 
to  the  provision  of  qualifications  for 
directors.  There  are  two  grounds  for 
resisting  the  inclusion  of  this  clause  in 
the  Bill.  The  first  is  that  it  does  not 
attain  the  object  in  view,  because  it  is 
quite  possible  to  have  an  elusive  arrange- 
ment with  intending  directors  to  defeat 
the  object  aimed  at  by  this  provision. 
Bat  the  second  is  a  far  more  important 
reason.  Suppose  a  man  is  invited  to 
serve  on  a  board,  and  he  is  to  receive  a 
salary,  by  way  of  director's  fees,  of  £200 
a  year.     He  may  be  a  peer  of  the  realm, 


a  Member  of  Parliament,  an  ex-Governor 
General,  or  some  other  more  or  less  dis- 
tinguished personage.  His  qualification 
is  to  be  £200,  and  it  is  obvious  that  he 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  it,  for 
he  is  not  going  to  deprive  himself  of  this 
opportunity  of  earning  £200  a  year.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  perfectly  easy  for  him 
to  enter  into  an  arrangement  of  a  nature 
which  it  will  not  bo  necessary  to  disclose. 
Another  very  forcible  reason  is  that  you 
are  making  a  law  which  you  cannot  effec- 
tively enforce.  It  is  most  desirable 
that  obvious  acts  of  misconduct  in 
connection  with  the  formation  and 
maintenance  of  companies  should,  as 
far  as  possible,  be  checked  by 
legislation.  But  if  you  lay  down  a  moral 
law  which  it  is  impossible  effectively  to 
enforce,  you  at  once  bring  your  legislation 
into  contempt,  and  you  defeat  the  very 
object  which  you  have  in  view.  On  the 
ground  that  these  words  are  calculated  to 
produce  further  elusive  acts  of  fraud,  and 
to  accentuate  the  evil  which  it  is  desired 
to  suppress,  I  beg  to  move  the  omission  of 
these  words. 

Amendment  proposed— 

<c  In  page  2,  line  19,  to  leave  out  paragraph 
(ii.),  of  Sub-section  (1),  of  Clause  4." — (Mr. 
A  therhy- Jones. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  bo  left  out  to  the  word  *  for/ 
in  line  19,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  object  of  this 
sub-section  is  clear.  It  is  to  secure  that 
under  all  circumstances,  and  in  all  cases, 
a  director  shall  qualify  himself,  and  shall 
not  receive  his  qualification  from  anyone 
else.  I  imagine  it  is  quite  possible,  if  the 
qualification  is  £200,  and  he  is  to  receive 
a  salary  of  £200  a  year,  for  a  man  to 
qualify  himself  by  taking  shares  to  the 
extent  of  £200.  But  I  do  think  it  a 
wise  thing  that  gentlemen  who  put 
themselves  forward  as  directors  of  com- 
panies should  give  some  security  that 
they  have  an  interest  in  the  company, 
and  should  provide  thjmselves  with 
the  necessary  shares  and  pay  for  them. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment  is 
accepted  that  security  will  be  done  away 
with. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES:  What 
about  Clause  121 
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Mr.  PERKS  (Lincolnshire,  Louth): 
The  object  of  the  clause  is  a  highly  desi- 
rable one,  seeing  that  it  is  to  secure  that 
the  director  shall  not  be  a  mere  bogus 
-creature,  but  that  he  shall  have  a  sub- 
stantial interest  in  the  company.  That  is 
manifestly  a  good  idea.  But  still  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  obvious  that  if  a  company 
which  is  a  reprehensible  company  desires 
to  have  upon  its  directorate  any  par- 
ticular class  of  person  it  will  be  able  to 


not  know  whether  or  not  the  company 
would  go  to  allotment.  The  quali- 
fication might  be  £500,  and  he  might 
be  willing  to  subscribe  that  amount 
conditionally  that  the  company  went 
to  allotment.  But  this  clause  required 
that  he  should  pay  it  down,  whether  the 
company  went  to  allotment  or  not.  What 
would  be  the  result  1  In  the  case  of  a 
company  which  was  registered  but  did 
not  go  to  allotment  a  wrecking  solicitor 


secure  its  object  by  the  simple  expedient  I  might   be    tempted    to    petition    for   a 


of  reducing  the  qualification  to  a  nominal 
amount.  I  do  not  think  the  clause  will 
have  the  effect  anticipated  in  the  case  of 
an  unsubstantial  or  questionable  company, 
but  still  it  would  be  as  well  that  the 
words  should  be  retained  as  some  pro- 
tection against  the  impecunious  or 
4i  guinea-pig  "  director. 


winding-up  order,  as  he  would  be  sure  of 
his  costs,  because  he  would  have  a  number 
of  directors  to  go  against,  each  of  whom 
would  be  liable  to  the  amount  of  his 
qualifying  shares.  The  effect  must  be  to 
deter  good  men  from  taking  any  responsi- 
bility in  the  initial  stages  of  a  company, 
whereas  he  took  it  that  one  of  the  chief 
objects  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  to  secure  that  good  men  should 
become  connected  with  a  company  at  its 
very  inception. 


Mr.   LABOUGHERE    (Northampton) 
said  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  it  was 
possible  to  secure  that  a  director  should 
pay  for  his  own  shares.  He  might  borrow 
the  necessary  money  on  the  understanding 
that    it    should    be   paid  back   out     of  | 
his  fees   as  director.     In  fact,  he  might  I 
get  over  the     difficulty    in    a    hundred  , 
^different  ways.     But  the  object   of  the 
clause,  as  he  understood  it,  was  to  secure 
that  the  public  should  know  how  many 
shares  each  director  had.      It  seemed  to  |  Bill"" 
him,    although    he    very  much  doubted 

whether  the  clause  would  afford  any  real  [  Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  had  no  reason 
security  against  the  directors  obtaining  j  to  find  fault  with  his  hon.  friend  for 
their  qualification  from  promoters,  it  i  putting  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper. 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  public  that  I  What  was  wanted   was  that  everybody 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
from  the  word  •  association,'  to  the  word  •or,' 
in  line  20.''— (Mr.  H.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


particular  director  held. 

Mr.   ATHERLEY  -  JONES  :  I  beg  to 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


they  should  know  how  many  shares  each  ]  should  know  what  a  director's  qualifica- 
tion was*  He  was  afraid  that  whatever 
risk  a  director  had  to  run  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  company  would  float  or  not, 
the  director  must  be  left  to  bear  it.  He 
did  not  think  that  any  inconvenience  such 
as  his  hon.  friend  suggested  had  ensued 
1  from  the  present  state  of  the  law,  which 
Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  (Suffolk,  '  put  directors  in  the  same  position  in  re- 
Lo  west  oft)  said  he  desired  to  move  the  j  gard  to  qualifying  shares.  All  that  was 
omission  from  the  same  section  of  the  ,  wanted  was  that  the  directors  should  really 
words  "  for  a  number  of  shares  not  less  |  take  and  pay  for  the  necessary  qualifying 
than  his  qualification."  He  took  it  that  i  shares, 
the  object  of  his  right  hon.   friend  was  : 

not  to  deter  good  men  from  coming  for- .  Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
ward  as  directors,  but  he  feared  that  this  !  said  he  would  agree  with  the  hon. 
particular  provision  might  act  as  a  I  Gentleman  if  he  thought  that  the  Bill  as 
deterrent  unless  his  Amendment  was  <  it  stood  would  produce  the  consequences 
accepted.  A  gentleman  might  be  asked  ■  the  hon.  Gentleman  feared.  But  he 
to  join  a  board  of  directors,  and  this  sec- ;  would  point  out  that  it  was  not  obligatory 
tion  required  that  he  should  take  up  his  on  the  director  to  sign  the  Memorandum 
qualifying  shares  at  a  time  when  he  did  i  of  Association;  he  might  sign  and  file  with 
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the  registrar  a  contract  in  writing  to  take 
and  pay  for  the  qualifying  shares.  If  the 
proposed  director  was  under  any  appre- 
■nsion  such  as  was  referred  to  by  the 
too.  Gentleman,  he  was  at  liberty  to  take 
the  second  alternative. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  thought 
the  clause  as  it  stood  might  deter  useful 
from  becoming  directors. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

•Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Walsall) 
hoped  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Tilde  would  accept  the  Amendment  he 
now  proposed.  Suppose  the  prospectus 
was  tor  the  issue  of  debentures  only, 
and  all  the  shares  had  been  already  sub- 
scribed, it  would  be  impossible  for  a  large 
shareholder  to  become  a  director  to  have 
his  name  in  the  prospectus  unless,  in 
addition  to  the  shares  ho  had  already  got, 
he  were  to  sign  and  register  a  contract  to 
take  the  qualification  shares  from  the 
company,  though  it  had  none  to  sell. 

Amendment  proposed — 

11  In  page  2,  line  22,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words,* or  a  certificate  signed  by  the  secretary 
or  acting  secretary  of  the  company  that  he  in 
the  registered  holder  of  his  qualification  shares, 
if  any.  — {Mr.  Sydney  Gctlge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  there  was  a  very 
great  difference  between  the  alternative 
which  his  hon.  friend  asked  the  House  to 
accept  and  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  4. 
That  sub-section  endeavoured  to  secure — 
whether  it  would  be  effective  for  the  pur- 
pose or  not  time  only  would  show — that 
the  proposed  director  should  enter  into  a 
contract  to  take  and  pay  for  his  qualifying 
•hares.  If  the  Amendment  were  accepted, 
all  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  do  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  provision  would  be  for 
a  qualified  director  or  shareholder  to 
transfer  into  the  name  of  the  proposed 
director  certain  qualifying  shares.  There 
was  nothing  in  tho  Amendment  to  show 
that  the  qualifying  shares  should  belong  to 
the  director,  or  that  he  had  entered  into 
a  contract  to  buy  them.  He  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

MR.  H.  8.  FOSTER,  in  moving  the 
next    Amendment,  said     that    the    all- 


important  thing  was  the  issue  of  the  pro- 
spectus. The  directors  might  not  be 
appointed  at  the  time  of  the  registration 
of  the  Memorandum  and  Articles  of 
Association. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  24,  after  the  word  'corn* 
pany,'  to  insert  the  words  'or  of  the  pro- 
spectus/ "—{Mr.  H.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLA  Y  submitted  that 
the  House  ought  not  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pagtt  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'passim:,'  and  insert  the  word  •  commence- 
ment. '"—{Mr.  H.  S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  passing '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  RITCHIE  could  not  see  that 
there  was  any  hardship  in  applying  this 
portion  of  tho  Bill  to  a  company 
registered  before  the  passing  into  law 
instead  of  at  1st  January,  1901. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  GED^E  said  the 
Amendment  ho  now  moved  would  carry 
out  what  must  be  the  intention  of  the 
Government  in  Clause  4.  "  Does  "  could 
only  relate  to  tho  moment  of  registering, 
and  an  invitation  given  a  few  days  later 
would  defeat  the  object.  He  desired  to 
secure  it  by  exchanging  something  defi- 
nite for  what  was  vague. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''In  page  2,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  does  not  i*sue/  and  insert  tho  words  '  is  pro- 
hibited by  its  memorandum  or  articles  of 
association  from  issuing.*" — (Mr.  Sydney 
Gedyr.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word* 
'  does  not  issue '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finl.vy,  Inverness  Burghs)  said 
the  section  was  intro.lu?ed  fo.-  the  protec- 
tion of  the  public  in  cases  whore  a  com- 
pany went  to  the  public  asking  subscrip- 
tions for  shares.  He  did  not  see  what 
the  object  of  the  Amendment  was. 
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Mr.  PERKS  said  this  was  a  most  im- 
portant question  to  the  investing  public. 
They  must  not  forget  that  they  were 
dealing  with  £1,500,000,000  of  money 
invested  in  this  country,  and  it  was  very 
important  that  they  should  have  some 
definition  or  explanation  from  the  authors 
of  the  Bill  as  to  what  was  meant  by 
invitation  to  the  public.  Many  hon. 
Members  had  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
listening  to  the  discussions  in  the  Grand 
Committee,  and  they  were  hopelessly 
ignorant  of  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase. 

♦Mr.  MARKS  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's)  said  the  portion  of  the  Bill  now 
under  consideration  dealt  with  certain  ' 
things  which  were  to  bo  done  before  the 
registration  of  the  articles,  and  the  provi- 
sion that  this  particular  section  should 
not  apply  to  any  company  which  did  not 
issue  an  invitation  to  the  public  suggested 
three  or  four  varying  and  conflicting  pos- 
sibilities. It  was  impossible  to  issue  an 
invitation  to  the  public  before  registra- 
tion, and  there  was  no  period  set  at 
which  the  company  was  to  issue  an  invi- 
tation, if  an  invitation  was  to  be  issued. 
The  suggestion  which  the  section  con- 
veyed to  his  mind  was  that  these  for- 
malities were  to  be  complied  with  before 
registration,  when  it  was  obviously  im- 
possible for  the  company,  even  if  it 
intended  to  issue  an  invitation  to  the 
public,  to  do  so,  and  there  was  no  pro- 
vision that  they  might  go  back  to  the 
registrar  later  on  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
plying with  the  formalities.  There  was 
another  point.  There  seemed  to  be  an 
idea  in  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General,  that  the  shares 
which  reached  the  public,  and  in  respect 
of  which  there  was  a  general  desire  that 
every  care  and  precaution  should  be 
taken,  were  those  taken  by  the  public 
in  response  to  a  magical  appeal  called 
"invitation  to  the  public."  Nothing  of 
the  kind  was  the  case.  In  a  large 
number  of  cases  where  investors  had  lost 
heavily  by  abortive  enterprises  there  had 
been  no  such  thing  as  an  invitation  to  the 
public  to  subscribe,  nor  had  there  been 
any  necessity  for  it.  What  was  done, 
and  what  this  Bill  did  not  prevent  from 
being  done,  was  thi>— a  company  was 
formed  without  even  such  safeguards  as 
were  provided  by  the  publication*  of  a 
prospectus.  A  company  was  formed  in  a 
hole  and  corner  way  by  a  promoter  and 


a  few  others,  and  the  shares  were  allotted 
to  the  promoter's  nominees.  A  pool  of  these 
shares  was  then  made,  and  the  services 
of  a  few  highly  respectable  jobbers  were 
engaged  in  order  to  have  the  shares  floated 
on  the  Stock  Exchange — one  lot  at  £1, 
the  next  at  £2,  and  the  next  at  £3.     No 
prospectus  was  issued   which   could    be 
produced    in  court,   but    perambulating 
prospectuses  were  employed  in  the  form  of 
joint  stock  promoters  or  jobbers  who  gave 
inspired  tips  that  the  shares  were  going 
to  £4  or  £5.     Frequently  they  did  go  to 
£4  or  £5.     The  prices  were  matters  of 
public  record.     It  was  thus  that  great 
transactions  were  carried  out.      The  very 
company  which  this  Bill  would  exempt 
from  every  safeguard  was  the  company 
in  respect  of  which  the  public  most  re- 
quired protection — the   company   whose 
directors  floated  the  concern,  which  had 
no  prospectus,  because  they  issued  no  in- 
vitation  to  the  public.     So   far  as  this 
clause  was    concerned  it   was  rendered 
nugatory    by    the     provision    of     Sub- 
section   3.     It  was  precisely  that  com- 
pany to  which  the  section  should  apply. 
It  was  precisely  that  company  in   respect 
of  which  the  public  wished  to  be  pro- 
tected, the  company  whose   shares  were 
bought  by  the  public  at  a  high  premium. 
They  could  always  trust  the  investor  to 
invest  unwisely,  and  to  wish  afterwards 
to  wreak   his  vengeance  on   somebody. 
In    the    present  state  of  the  law    the 
investor     could    still    invest     unwisely, 
and,      having     lost      his      money      he 
was  at   a   loss   to  discover  the  director 
responsible  for  the  prospectus,  or  even  to 
ascertain  the  office  of  the   company  in 
which  he  had  lost  his  money.     If  some 
limit  were  put  to  the  period  during  which 
a  company  would  have  the  option  of  de- 
ciding whether  or  not  an  invitation  to  the 
public  should  be  issued,  there  might  be 
something  to  be  said  for  this  sub-section ; 
but  as  it  stood  it  was  useless.     It  was 
apparently  senseless,  but  it  would  be  less 
senseless     if    the     Amendment    of    his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  were  accepted; 
but  he   was  by   no  means  sure  that  it 
would  be  less  useless. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  his  regret 
was  that  this  Bill  did  not  deal  with  the 
making  of  a  market  in  company  shares, 
and  did  not,  therefore,  deal  with  one  of 
the  greatest  vices  or  frauds  which  were 
common  in  company  promotion.  As  far 
as  the  particular  Amendment  under  con- 
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■{deration  was  concerned,  he  did  not  think  '  dangerous  ground,  and  affords  a  possible  loop 
they  need  trouble  to  go  into  the  question.    hoIe  for  evasion." 

Bat  the  question  was,  whether  the  clause  !  Whatever  the  law  might  provide,  the  real 
was  to  hive  a  wide  or  a  comparatively  !  difficulty  of  the  position  was  that  described 
restricted  application.  The  Government  |  by  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's.  He 
proposed  that  the  clause  should  not  apply  ,  agreed  with  him  that  there  was  a  great 
m  tne  case  of  companies  which  did  not  '  deal  more  danger  in  a  private  undertaking 
issue  an  invitation  to  the  public.  That  j  where  a  memorandum  or  circular  was 
was  rather  wide.  Though  he  did  not  attach  issued  than  there  was  in  connection  with 
ray  much  importance  to  the  clause,  and  j  a  concern  which  was  made  public  a,id 
though  he  did  not  think  it  would  have  so  i  became  the  subject  of  public  criticism  in 
great  a  beneficial  effect  as  the  Govern-  the  press  and  elsewhere.  For  his  own 
ment  hoped,  at  the  same  time  it  was  '  part,  he  thought  the  section  was  one  which 
a  good  clause  so  far  as  it  went.  He  would  not  be  found  to  serve  a  practical 
wished  to  have  it  as  widely  applied  as  .  purpose.  The  danger  foreshadowed  by 
possible,  and,  therefore,  for  that  reason  he  the  Committee  would  probably  take  place. 
should  support  the  Amendment  proposed  !  They  had  a  choice  between  two  forms  of 


by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He  would  ask 
the  Government  whether  they  might  not 
accede  to  it, 


words,  and  the  ex- Attorney  General  pre- 
ferred the  wider  form  of  words.  For 
himself,  however,  the  wider  form  of 
words,  he  concluded,  was  the  one  which 
said  that  the  thing  should  not  be  done. 
Although  he  agreed  to  a  large  extent 
with  the  hon.  Member  wTho  moved 
the  Amendment,  he  thought  after  all,  the 


Mr.  McLAREN  (Leicestershire,  Bos- 
worth)  said  he  thought  the  intention  was 
that  the  clause  should  not  apply  to  pri- 
vate   firms    which    were    registered    as  j 

limited    liability    companies,   and   which  ,  attempt  at  definition  should  he  based  on 
divided  the  capital  amongst  the  partners  '  the  words   of  the  Bill  rather  than  the 
of  the  concerns.     If  that  was  the  inten- !  words  of  the  Amendment. 
&on  of  the  Bill,  surely  some  form  of  words  j 

might  bo  found  which  would  clearly  ex- 1  Mr.  HAL  DANK  (Haddingtonshire) 
press  that  intention,  so  as  to  prevent  in- !  8aid  ho  did  not  think  the  evil  which 
convenience  arising  from  the  rather  loose  i  would  be  incuiTe(i  hy  widening  the  words 
wording  of  the  clause  as  it  stood.     All  *     n    *      i  ?      .a   *u 

they  h&  to  do  if  they  wished  to  evade  I  wa*  at  f  U)  h°  ~mI»™»  with  the 
the  penal  section  was  that  somebody ! evl1  of  keeping  them  narrow.  What 
should  say  it  was  not  intended  to  issue  !  did  it  matter  whether  this  clause 
shares  to  the  public.  The  directors  was  made  applicable  to  a  private  corn- 
might  pass  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  pany  or  not  I  All  those  who  had  to  do 
and  after  an  interval  of  eight  or  nine  with  the  evils  of  joint  stock  company 
months  a  prospectus  might  be  issued  when  promotion  knew  that  every  year  de- 
it  would  be  absolutely  too  late  to  apply  j  veloped  a  new  kind  of  evil.  There  was 
Sub-section  1.  The  clause  as  it  stood  the  evil  connected  with  the  prospectus. 
would  open  the  door  to  every  kind  of  j  and  this  Bill  seemed  a  little  inadequate 
evasion,  and  if  it  had  any  meaning  at  all  ,  to  deal  with  that  matter.  It  was  a  corn- 
would  lead  to  endless  litigation.  !  mon  practice  for  a  dozen  persons  to  pro- 

'  mote  a  company,  to  form    it,   to    take 

*SlR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  shares  in  it,  to  enter  into  a  pooling  affree- 
&)  said  he  very  much  doubted  whether  ment,  and  to  appoint  half  a  dozen  brokers. 
it  was  possible  to  draw  a  logical  or  legal  The  intention  was  that  such  a  company 
distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  should  become  a  public  company,  though 
companies — namely,  public  and  private  j  the  prospectus  did  not  contemplate  this 
companies.  This  subject  was,  however,  I  form  at  all.  To  such  a  company  as  that 
▼ery  much  discussed  in  the  Departmental  |  the  provisions  of  this  clause  should  apply, 
Committee,  and  he  thought  the  general  i  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  think  that  any 
feeling  was  that  a  distinction  should  be  '  serious  injury  or  inconvenience  would  be 
•drawn  if  possible.  He  reminded  the  I  caused  to  anyone.  If  they  got  a  simple 
House  of  the  concluding  words  of  the  :  and  plain  provision  which  would  cover  all 
Report  of  the  Committee  bearing  on  that  j  such  cases,  he  hoped  it  would  prove  more 
subject.    They  said —  efficacious   than  provisions  with    similar 

"It  mutt,  however,  be  admitted  that  the  |  benevolent  objects  had  proved  in  the 
distinction  between  the  two  classes  is  rather    past. 
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The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Edward  Carson,  Dublin  University) 
said  he  did  not  think  the  matter  under 
discussion  was  really  of  first-rate  import- 
ance. This  clause  had  been  inserted  in 
the  Bill  at  the  suggestion  of  a  number  of 
hon.  Members  on  the  Committee  who 
desired  as  far  as  possible  not  to  interfere 
with  bona  fide  private  companies.  Those 
who  spoke  on  behalf  of  private  companies 
urged  that  in  these  cases  the  public  had 
no  concern,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  know  what  the  qualifications  of  the 
directors  were,  or  whether  they  had  sub- 
scribed or  not.  If  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  were 
carried  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  sub- 
section altogether.  As  the  Government 
were  anxious  to  interfere  as  little  as  pos- 
sible with  bona  fide  private  companies,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  reject  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said  there  were 
many  private  companies  wholly  respect- 
able, but  we  had  to  deal  with  a  great 
many  companies  that  were  turned  into 
public  companies,  and  which  were  frauds 
from  the  beginning.  An  arrangement 
was  made  with  a  large  number  of  brokers 
who  received  £1  shares  at  10s.  or  12s. 
They  had  the  option  of  taking  them  at 
that  price  and  selling  them  to  the  public 
at  £1  or  more.  It  really  seemed  to  him 
preposterous  where  they  were  dealing 
with  public  companies  that  they  should 
make  the  proposal  in  the  clause.  Though 
it  might  be  annoying  to  certain  gentlemen 
who  wished  to  turn  their  business  into 
companies  to  face  this  publicity,  it  was  a 
smaller  evil  than  to  allow  the  public  to 
he  swindled  in  these  matters  with  im- 
punity. It  would  do  very  little  harm  to 
allow  these  documents  to  go  before 
Somerset  House ;  but  if  the  Committee 
left  these  r/N<tt/-private  companies  to  carry 
out  their  arrangements  this  measure  would 
do  no  good.  We  should  have  a  greater 
number  of  </w».*i-private  companies,  and 
it  was  most  difficult  for  the  public  to 
know  anything  of  these  private  companies. 
There  was  more  swindling  in  these  than 
in  the  companies  brought  out  by  pro- 
npeetuses. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth)  said  he 
objected  to  the  words  as  they  stood  in  the 
Bill,  and  still  more  to  the  Amendment 
which  the  hon.  MemW  for  Walsall  pro- 
/x>sod   to  insert.     There  was   no  reason 


whatever  why  private  companies  should 
not  come  under  the  section  as  it 
stood.  There  was  no  hardship  inflicted 
on  a  private  company  in  requiring  that 
the  directors  should    have   their  names 

I  registered  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of 

J  the  company. 

|      Sir  THOMAS  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.> 

I  said  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  manu- 

.  facturing  trade  of  this  country  was  done 

1  by  private  limited  companies  who  did  not 

'  appeal  to  the  public  at  all.      The  hon. 

I  Member  who  had  just  spoken  asked  why 

,  private  companies  should  not  come  under 

a  section  of  this  sort.    Where  were  they 

to  draw  the  line  1    The  result  would  be 

that   private    limited    companies   would 

come  under  the  whole  of  the  provisions 

of  the  Bill,  and  it  would  be  against  the 

trade  of    the    country  and    detrimental 

to    the    manufacturing    and     industrial 

interests. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  make  up  its  mind  to  accept 
the  Amendment  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Walsall.  It  was  not  intended 
that  any  hardship  should  be  inflicted  on 

!  private  companies  by  subjecting  them  to 
the  provisions  of  Clause  4.     It  had  not 

'  been  denied  that  the  evils  of  bringing  ont 

•  these  companies  without  a  prospectus  were 
very  grave  and  serious,  and  under  the 

I  circumstances  he  thought  the  best  course 

!  would  be  to  omit  the  words. 

i 

Mr.  BOND  (Nottingham,  E.) :  I  think 
the  point  might  be  met  by  a  device  with 
which  all  people  who  are  cognisant  of 
company  law  are  perfectly  familiar.    The 

;  reason  private  companies  object  to  being 
brought  under  the  clause  is    that  the 

:  object  of  the  clause  is  to  make  director* 

j  pay  for  their  shares  in  cash.  They  might 
enter  into  a  contract  to  take  these  shares 
or  file  with  the  registrar  an  undertaking 
that  they  are  willing  to  take  these  shares. 
That  would  be  obviously  inconvenient  in 
the  case  of  a  private  company,  became 
probably  the  whole  of  the  capital  of  the 
company  would  be  divided,  if  not  amongpt 
the  directors  themselves,  amongst  toe 
directors  and  a  few  other  people.  The 
directors  have  a  very  large  number  of 

1  shares,  and  probably,  if  any  qualification 
is  mentioned  in  the  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion, it  is  a  very  large  qualification.  But 
they  do  not  get  these  shares  by  purchase ; 

I  they  get  them  as  part-proprietors  of  the 
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a.  The  object,  I  take  it,  is  to  pre- 
;entlemen  in  that  position  from 
addled  with  the  obligation  to  buy 

there  being  none  in  the  market. 
ifficulty  would  be  got  over  if  each 
directors  signed  the  Memo- 
i  for  one  share  only,  and  if 
are  was  made  in  the  Articles  the 
ation  of  a  director.     That  would 

any  way  injure  the  business,  be- 
ire  are  assuming  the  business  to  be 
te  one,  confined  to  a  small  number 

Sle,  the  shares  in  which  are  put 
before  the  public  for  subscription. 
l,  therefore,  the  best  plan  is  to 
ut  the  words  and  put  nothing  in 
lace. 

TAMES  JOICEY(Durham,  Chester- 
at)  knew  of  many  companies  in  the 
)f  England  which  had  prohibitions 
he  sale  of  their  shares  outside  the 
lar  family  interested  in  the  busi- 
and  he  was  afraid  that  many 
are  did  not  realise  that  there  were 
re  of  companies  in  regard  to  which 
li  payment  whatever  took  place, 
tares  were  simply  divided  amongst 
oily  interested  in  the  concern,  and 
unreasonable  to  expect  those  people 


to  make  all  thoir  affairs  public.  At  the 
same  time,  the  clause  was  not  at  all  clear. 
There  were  words  which  nobody  could 
really  explain,  and  the  only  way  in  which 
they  would  be  explained  would  be  by 
litigation,  whereas  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House,  whenever  possible,  to  avoid  causes 
of  litigation.  Attention  had  been  called 
to  the  particular  words  "issuing  any 
invitation  to  the  public."  It  was  impos- 
sible to  construe  those  words,  and  there 
were  many  others  of  the  same  character. 
There  had  not  been  a  Bill  passed  for  some 
years  likely  to  give  rise  to  so  much  liti- 
gation as  the  present  Bill.  Every  clause 
would  have  to  be  construed  by  the  courts. 
The  Government  in  pressing  the  measure 
in  its  present  form  were  not  acting  wisely 
either  in  their  own  interests  or  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  It  would  really 
be  better,  after  the  discussion  which  had 
taken  place,  that  the  Government  should 
withdraw  the  Bill  and  bring  forward 
another  measure  dealing  with  the  matter 
in  a  much  better  way. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  168  ;  Noes, 
109.     (Division  List  No.  234.) 


Hood,Capt.Sir  Alex.  F. 
,  Hon.  George 
u,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
James  E.  B.  ( Inverness) 
98,  Lord 

,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
,  RtHnGerald  W(  Leeds 
r:  Frederick  George 
Frederic  Gorell 
,  George  C.  T. 
fc.Hn.SirMH(BriAtol) 
erdinand  Faithfull 
,  Commander 
Agree,  Sir  M.  M. 
(James 
iirles 

I,  Colonel  Henry 
s,  Edmund 

C*pt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
T  Gib*on(  King's  Lynn 
t,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Alexander  H. 
.Coutte,W. 
f  John  George 
H,Rt.Hn.J.A.(Gla*gw 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  Edw.  H. 
*■!,  V.  C.  W.(Derbys. 
Sir  Charles  William 
velyn  (Hertford,  East) 
ord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
irlain,  lit.  Hon.  J.fBirm 
irlain,  J  Austen(  Worc'r 
,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 


AYES. 

Chelsea,  Viscount 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coflings,  lit.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,  C.  W.  Radcliffc(  Heref d 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Damson 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Kletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  Ayillia-n 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H(CitvofLond. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnGJ  (StGeorge's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gouiding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 


Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton, Rt.  Hon.LordGeo  ze 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hennon-  Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Ja9.  Henry  Cecil 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
L  iwrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( xorks.) 
Lea,SirThoma4  (Londonderry) 
Llewelyn,  SirDillwyn-(Swans. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lope.s,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd.  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur.Charles  (Liverpool) 
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M«Iver,Sir  L.  (Edinburgh, W. ) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Max  well,Rt.  Hn.SirHerbertE 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meyaey- Thompson,  Sir  H   M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morrison,  Jas.  A.  (Wilts,  S.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  Williarn  Henry 
Nicol,  Donal  Ninian 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike(Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
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Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pyin,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch, Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rothsohild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(  Renfrew ) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D. (Strand)  ' 
Spencer,  Ernest  | 

S  tan  ley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk  j 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset)  ' 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth)  ! 
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Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland.  Sir  Thomas 
Thornton,  i'ercy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty- 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Warr,  Augustas  Frederick 
Welby,Lt-Col.  A.C.E.(Taunm 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  ( Ash  ton-nnder-L 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Biro. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York*) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.(Bsth 
Wortley,Rt.Hn.  C.  B.  Stturt- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham  George 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,E. 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Tellers   for   the   Ates- 

Sir  William   Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstrather. 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
A*quith,Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blake,  Edward 
Bond,  Edward 
Bramsdon,  Thomas  Arthur 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doozan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  SirF.  H.  (Southampton) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gedge,  Sydney 


NOES. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herb.  J. 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heal v,  Timothy M.  (N.Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh.) 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Hatty 

Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumberrd. 
Lough,  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  DrM  A(Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M( Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mather,  William 
Mend  I,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  W.  Pritchard(  Merthyr 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 


Palmer,SirCharlesM.  (Durham 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.  A.(LancsSW. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott.  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We*tmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  ( Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Toinlinson,  Win.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  8.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Robert  Wallace  and 
Mr.  HazelL 


♦Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  said  that 
Sub-sectiou  6,  to  which  his  Amendment 
referred,  was  not  in  the  Bill,  but  on  the 
white  paper  under  his  name.  As  the  Bill 
stood  no  allotment  of  any  share  capital 
could  be  made  unless  certain  conditions 


were  complied  with.  The  provision  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  a  company  starting  with 
a  totally  insufficient  capital,  and  to  prevent 
people  having  shares  allotted  to  them 
when  the  capital  was  entirely  insufficient. 
Suppose  a  company  asked  for  a  capital  of 
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£500,000     and     they     only     obtained 

£400,000  or  £450,000,  while  by  throwing 

«fwr  some  part  of  their  undertaking  they 

Bight  proceed  to  carry  on  business  with 

1450,000.    Applicants  might  have  applied 

for  shares   on    the   understanding    that 

£500,000   would    be  subscribed,   but  if 

ill    of     them     were     willing    to    take 

.their    shares    and    go    on    he    saw    no 

reason  why  they  should  be  prohibited 

from   doing  so.      If  they  liked  to  com- 

nende    business     with    £450,000,    why 

should   they  not  do  so?    As   the    Bill 

stood  they  would  have  to  wind  up  that 

company   and    go    through   the     whole 

process     again,     and     they     would    be 

put  to  great  expense.     With  the  object 

of   leaving  them  free  to  do  what  they 

liked  with  their  own,  and  proceed  with  a 

diminished  capital  if  they  thought  fit,  he 

proposed  later  on  to  move  to  insert  at  the 

«nd    of    Clause   6  the  following  words, 

which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Speaker, 

he  would  read — 

"  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prevent  the  allotment  of  share* 
to  any  applicant  who,  after  having  received 
notice  in  writing  from  the  company  that  the 
minimum  subscription  has  not  oeen  obtained, 
«h%ll  have  consented  in  writing  to  take  allot- 
ment of  the  shares  sutocribed  by  him  or  any 
less  number,  and  whenever  any  allotment  shall 
have  been  so  made  by  consent,  notice  thereof 
shall  be  given  forthwith  to  the  registrar,  and 
the  total  number  of  shares  comprised  in  such 
allotment*  and  notice  shall  be  the  minimum 
subscription  for  the  purposes  of  section  eight 
of  this  Act." 

There  would  be  very  full  notice  given, 
and  everybody  would  know  exactly  what 
he  was  doing.  He  submitted  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  House  that  there 
40uld  be  no  reason  why,  because  the  sub- 
scriptions had  fallen  short,  that  the  whole 
thing  should  come  to  an  end,  all  the  ex- 
pense be  thrown  away,  and  the  parties 
«ent  home  without  being  able  to  join  in 
the  undertaking  which  they  desired  to 
promote.  He  begged  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  16,  after  the  word  '  allot- 
ment,* to  inftert  the  words  '  save  as  provided 
by  sab-section  six  of  this  section.  —  (Mr. 
Sydney  Gedge.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  consent  to  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  friend.  The  House  has  already 
given  its  assent  to  a  proposition  that  at 
the  formation  of  these  companies  the 
public  should  be  informed  as  to  what  is 
the  minimum  amount  which  the  directors 
consider  they  require  to  proceed  with. 
Whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
capital,  the  directors  have  to  say  what,  in 
their  opinion,  is  the  smallest  amount  they 
can  go  to  allotment  upon,  which  means 
that  they  have  decided  that  that 
amount  of  capital  is  required  for  carrying 
on  the  business.  My  hon.  friend  desires 
to  drive  a  coach  and  four  through  the 
provision  v,  hich  has  already  been  assented 
to  by  the  House,  and  say  that,  in  the  case 
of  this  minimum  subscription  not  being 
reached,  the  company  may  proceed  to 
business  on  a  lesser  sum  than  the  mini- 
mum provided.  I  do  not  think  we  ought 
to  proceed  in  that  way.  I  think  wo 
should  not  allow  this  minimum  to  be  set 
aside  simply  because  the  shareholders 
desire  to  proceed  on  a  smaller  capital  than 
what  the  directors  say  is  necessary.  The 
hon.  Member  has  argued  as  if  it  was 
a  question  for  shareholders  only,  but 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind,  for  it  is 
a  question  for  the  creditors  as  well, 
and  a  company  proceeding  to  allotment 
on  a  smaller  capital  is  calculated, 
though  not  intentionally,  to  deceive  the 
public.  I  trust  the  House  will  adhere  to 
the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  PERKS  :  This  Amendment  shows 
how  delusive  this  provision  is.  First  of 
all  you  are  dealing,  in  the  majority  of 
casos,  with  perfectly  capable  and  solvent 
companies  which  would  not  dream  of 
going  to  allotment  unless  they  had  a 
sufficient  amount  of  subscribed  capital. 
It  is  not  unf  requently  the  case  that  they 
state  in  tho  prospectus  that  that  is  the 
intention  of  the  directors.  I  think  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  been  wisely  advised 
in  adopting  some  such  provision  as  this. 
As  I  pointed  out  on  Clause  4  in  regard  to 
the  qualifications  of  directors,  it  is  capable 
of  being  set  aside  by  fixing  in  the  Articles 
that  the  qualification  should  only  be  one 
share  or  a  very  nominal  sum.  Therefore, 
in  connection  with  this  supposed  protec- 
tion to  the  public  of  a  minimum  subscrip- 
tion, all  that  is  necessary  is  for  a  joint 
stock  company  to  state  that  the  minimum 
subscription  is  to  be  a  mere  nominal 
figure.     I  know  the  answer  will  be  that 
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all  events  the  public  will  have  notice, 
nd  I  admit  that  that  is  a  very  good  answer 
to  a  certain  point.  I  wish,  however, 
to  point  out  the  danger  of  grafting 
upon  joint  stock  company  laws  a  number 
of  harassing  and  futile  conditions,  when 
it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  cases 
of  fraud  which  you  are  trying  to  protect 
the  public  against  are  only  an  infini- 
tesimal proportion.  There  are  a  number 
of  companies  who  do  not  need  these 
harassing  restrictions  placed  upon  them, 
and  I  think  that  point  ought  be  well  borne 
in  mind  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
There  is  also  another  restriction  about  the 
amount  of  money  which  each  shareholder 
has  to  pay  on  application ;  but  there  again, 
it  is  merely  a  nominal  amount,  which  will 
not  bring  any  substantial  sum  into  the 
coffers  of  the  company  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  creditors,  and  this  particu- 
lar clause  we  are  now  considering  is  the 
passing  of  a  minimum  which  will  be 
perfectly  fair. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.):  The  explanation  is  very 
simple.  No  man  in  his  senses  would  sub 
scribe  to  a  company,  the  minimum  sub- 
scription of  which  was  placed  at  a  merely 
nominal  figure.  We  can  never  protect 
persons  so  silly  as  to  do  that,  but  that  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  protect 
others. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  The  evil 
which  this  clause  strike3  at  is  probably 
the  very  worst  which  has  occurred  in 
company  administration,  namely,  pro- 
ceeding to  allotment  on  insufficient 
capital.  The  vendors  and  others  receive 
their  money,  and  then  the  company  is  left 
without  sufficient  assets  to  conduct  its 
business.  The  clause  is  required,  and  I 
cannot  concur  with  my  hon.  friend  that  it 
might  be  eluded  by  stating  the  nominal 
amount  at  which  allotment  would  take 
place.  What  would  the  public  think  of 
a  company  with  a  nominal  capital  of 
£100,000,  the  directors  of  which  proposed 
to  proceed  to  allotment  on  £10 1  I  should 
like  the  House,  nevertheless,  to  consider 
whether  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Walsall  has  not  introduced  an  Amend- 
ment which  may  have  an  advantage- 
ous effect.  I  admit  at  once  the 
evil,  and  I  think  this  clause  provides  a 
remedy.  What  form  does  the  evil  take  1 
Why  this,  that  the  directors    of  a  com- 

Mr.  Perks. 


pany  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  proceed 
to  allotment  without  consulting  the  share- 
holders at  all.     They  act  independently 
of  the  shareholders,   and  that  is  a  very 
great    evil    indeed.     My    hon.    friend's 
Amendment  provides  that  the  director* 
shall  take  the  shareholders  into  their  con. 
fidence,  and  if  the  shareholders  deliber* 
ately  advise  the  directors  to  proceed  to 
allotment  on  the  capital  subscribed,  that 
is  a  fair  and  reasonable  corollary  to  the    , 
clause.     Suppose  it    was  provided  thti    ' 
£100,000  was  the  minimum,  and  that  the 
subscription  fell  short  of  that  amount  by 
only  £100,  that  would  be  an  embarrassing 
situation,   and    a  great  deal    of   money 
would  be  lost,  although  it  might  be  found 
quite  practicable    to  deal  with  the  com- 
pany, with  the  assent  of  the  shareholders. 
If  a  company  in  such  a  position  hid  to 
be  dissolved,  the  stamp  duty  and  all  the    " 
preliminary  expenses  would  be  lost   It    '. 
may  be  said  that  this  Amendment  opens 
the  door  to  abuse.     I  admit  there  may  be 
cases  in  which  it  may  be  abused,  but  I 
think  the  principle  of  the  Amendment  is 
right — insufficient  subscription  by  a  small 
amount,    the    practical    performance  of 
every  object  by  the  company,  and  the 
directors  acting,  not  of  their  own  accord, 
but  with  the  consent  of  the  shareholders. 
I  think  it  is  a  very  strong  proposal 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he  agreed 
with  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  also  with  the  observations  which  had 
been   made  with  regard  to  the  abuses 
which  had  arisen  in  proceeding  to  allot- 
[  ment  on  insufficient  capital     He  thought 
this  clause  womld  not  produce  very  good 
results,  partly  for  the  reasons  which  had 
I  been  already    stated,   and  also   because 
I  there  was   nothing   to  prevent  collusive 
applications.      That  was  a  very  common 
form  of  clause,  but  he  thought  a  coach 
and  six  might  be  run  through  it  by  an 
ingenious  company  promoter.       He  felt 
that  the  clause  would  very  likely  prove  of 
very  small  value. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  said  that  if  what 
he  would  call  fraudulent  promoters  were 
allowed  to  go  to  allotment  with  a  very 
small  capital,  they  would  probably  make 
a  market  of  the  shares,  as  was  done  in 
cases  where  no  prospectus  was  issued.  He 
thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  accept  the 
Amendment.  After  all,  people  did  not 
£0  into  a  company  because  of  the  amount 
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[qualification  which  the  directors  held. 
r  went  into  the  company  on  the  cha- 
*  of  the  directors. 

Qmtion  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed, 

I.  "la  Clause  6,  page  3,  line  17,  to  I 
F'*fcr  public,' and  insert ( to  the  public 
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leave  out 
for.'"- 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.     BOND,     in    moving    the    next 

Amendment,  said  it  was  not  desirable  to 

anihiply  formalities    beyond  what  was 

~  He  did  not  understand  why 

minimum    subscription     should    be 

rted  both    in  the  Memorandum  or 

-Articles  of  Association  and  in  the  pro- 

ipeetus.     If    the  minimum  subscription 

before  proceding  to  allotment  was  stated 

it  the  prospectus,  that  was  all  that  was 

to  protect  the    shareholders. 

lid  not  generally  propose  to  take 

i  in  a  company  unless  they  had  the 

frapectus  before  them.     The  provision 

of  toe  section  was  entirely  new,  and  had 

aerer  hitherto  been  seen  in  any  Articles 

of  Association. 

Amendment  proposed, 

"In  pace  3,  line  19,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
4  by  the  Memorandum  or  Articles  of  Associa- 
-    >*»—{Mr.Bond.) 


minimum    subscription  should  not  only, 
be  in  the  Memorandum  and  Articles  of 
Association  as  well  as  in  the  prospectus — 
three  documents. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  In  the  prospectus,  and 
one  or  other  of  the  other  two. 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

MR.  RITCHIE  said  the  question  of 
capital  was  one  of  so  important  and  vital 
a  character  in  connection  with  the  forma- 
tion of  a  company  that  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  entered  in  something  more 
than  the  prospectus.  That  was  why  it  was 
thought  that  it  ought  to  be  definitely  laid 
down  that  the  minimum  subscription 
which  would .  entitle  a  company  to  go  to 
allotment  should  be  named  in  the  Articles 
of  Association  as  well  as  the  prospectus. 

Mr.  PERKS  said  the  effect  of  putting  it 
in  the  Articles  of  Association  would  be  that 
it  could  be  altered  by  special  resolution. 
The  effect  of  putting  it  in  the  Memorandum 
would  be  that  it  would  be  unalterable. 
The  point  was  this — whether  they  should 
agree    that    the    amount    of    the 


Mr.  PERKS  :  Then,  do  I  understand 
that  it  could  only  be  in  the  prospectus  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  It  must  be  in  the  pro- 
spectus, and  it  must  be  incorporated  in 
one  of  the  other  two — either  in  the 
Memorandum  or  the  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion, not  in  both. 


Mr.  PERKS 
corporation   of 


:  Very  often  in  the  in- 
a  company  in  the  first 
instance  it  was  impossible  to  say  what 
was  the  amount  of  the  minimum  capital 
it  would  be  wise  to  go  to  allotment  on. 
Very  often  when  the  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion and  the  Memorandum  were  registered 
for  the  purchase  of  a  large  number  of  com- 
panies— in  many  cases  in  the  incorpora- 
tion of  banks,  and  particularly  in  the  case 
of  the  Amalgamation  of  large  industrial 
concerns — it  was  almost  impossible  to  say 
how  much  it  would  be  wise  to  fix  the 
minimum  subscription  at. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  Amendment 
he  now  moved  was  to  redeem  a  pledge  he 
gave  to  the  Grand  Committee  to  amend 
Clause  6  so  as  to  meet  the  case  of  the 
failure  of  any  bank  in  which  money 
received  from  applicants  for  shares  was 
deposited. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  6,  page  4,  line  4,  at  end  to  insert 
'  from  the  expiration  of  the  forty-eight  days, 

Erovided  that  a  director  shall  not  be  liable  if 
e  proves  that  the  loss  of  the  money  was  not 
due  to  any  misconduct  or  negligence  on  his 
part.,  "— (Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Committee,  and 
was  not  acquainted   with  any   arrange- 
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ment  come  to  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
It  was  a  small  matter,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  worth  while  saying  many  words 
about  it.  Still  he  must  say  that  the 
Amendment  did  not  commend  itself  to 
his  sense  of  equity.  If  directors  took 
from  subscribers  sums  of  money  which 
they  were  pledged  to  return  if  the  mini- 
mum allotment  was  not  subscribed,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  they  should  be  under 
such  obligation  to  restore  it  that  they 
would  bo  quite  certain  that  it  was  in 
custody  where  it  would  be  absolutely 
safe.  He  would  not  waste  the  time  of 
the  Committee  in  pressing  the  matter,  for 
loss  in  this  way  was  very  unlikely  to 
occur  often. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

*Mr.  MARKS  said  there   were  provi- 
sions in  Sub-section  6  which  it  would  not 
be  desirable  to   limit  to  the  first   allot- 
ment of  shares.     His   object   in   moving 
the  omission  of  the  sub-section  was  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  a  grave 
defect  in  the  Bill  which  was  discussed  in 
the  Committee  upstairs,  and  in  respect  of 
which  he  at  least  understood  that  it  was 
to  be  dealt   with  at  a  later  stage.      By 
Sub-section  3  of   the   clause  the  amount 
payable  on  each  share  on  application  was 
5  per  cent,  of  the  nominal  amount  of  the 
share.     The  whole  of  the  section  did  not 
apply  to  the    allotment   of  shares   sub- 
sequent to  the  first  allotment.     If  there 
was  a   point   on   which  the  public   and 
others  familiar  with  joint  stock  companies 
had  been  unanimous  since  this  Bill  had 
been  before  the  public  it  was  that  com- 
panies should   not  proceed  to  allotment 
with  insufficient  capital.     The  stock  ex- 
changes, the  chambers  of  commerce,  the 
Institute  of  Secretaries,  the  Registrar  of 
Joint  Stock  Companies,  and  the  Inspector- 
General  in  Bankruptcy  were  unanimous 
as    to  the  extreme  importance  of    not 
permitting    companies,    as    far    as    the 
law    could    prevent    them,    to    go    to 
allotment     with      insufficient      capital. 
The  first  condition  of  allotment  on  a  suffi- 
cient capital  was  that  there  should   be 
some  guarantee  that  the  applications  were 
made  in  good  faith,  that  they  were  not 
bogus  applications,  that  they   were  not 
made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  stock 
market  deals,  and  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
trapping the  unwary.     Five  per  cent,  was 
the  smallest  possible  amount  that  should 

Sir  Robert  Reid. 


be  paid  on  subscription.     Small  as  it  was, 
it  was  some  guarantee  of  the  good  faith 
of  the  applicant.     It  created  the  impres- 
sion at  least  that  he  was  not  altogether  a 
man  of  straw.     But  if  it  was  important  in 
respect  of  the  first  allotment  of  shares 
that  there  should  be  some  payment  in 
cash  on  application,  surely  it  was  equally 
important  that  on  the  subsequent  allot- 
ment of  shares  there  should  be  some  pay- 
ment in  cash.     What  was  the  situation 
created  by  Sub-section  6  f    It  was  this. 
There  was  an  invitation  to  the  promoter 
who  desired  to  conduct  his  business  dis- 
honestly— and  he    assumed    that,    to  a 
certain    extent,    this    Bill    was    aimed 
at    dishonest    promoters — there    was   a 
direct    invitation    to     make     the    first 
issue    of    shares    a    formal    issue.    In 
connection  with  that  issue  he  had  to  obey 
the  injunction  laid  down  in  the  section, 
but  in  respect  of  that  first  issue  only.     It 
might  be  an  issue  of  10,000  shares,  and  it 
might  be  worth  while  to  provide  5  per 
cent,  on  application,  and  therefore,  so  far 
as  the   10,000    shares  were    concerned, 
there  was  a  genuine  subscription.  Having 
once  complied  with  the  law  in  connection 
with  that  purely  formal  first  issue,  he  was 
at  liberty  to  ignore  all  the  safeguards 
contained   in    that   clause.     He   was  at 
liberty  a  month  or  three  months  after, 
or  at  any  time,  to  issue  190,000  shares  to 
the  public,  and  he  was  not  obliged  to 
observe    any    of    the     obligations    laid 
down.       What    was     more     significant 
in  respect  of  that  subsequent  issue  was 
that  he  was  not  required  to  make  any 
amount  payable  in  cash  on  application, 
It   was  infinitely  more    important  that 
there  should  be  a  payment  on  application 
in  the  case  of  the  subsequent  issues  than 
in  the  case  of  the  first  issue.     He  begged 
to  move  the  omission  of  the  clause. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

44  In  page  4,  line  8,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
6  of  Clause  6."— {Mr.  Marks.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  '  for/ 
in  line  9,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  his  hon. 
friend  admitted  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  provision  would  be  quite  inapplicable 
except  to  the  first  allotment.  With  regard 
to  subsequent  applications  to  the  public 
to  take  shares,  a  certain  protection 
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Sq  in  Clause  6,  Sub-section  6,  which 
t  with  the  starting  of  companies. 
He  did  not  undervalue  what  his  hon. 
friend  had  said   with   regard   to   subse- 

rnt  issues  to  the  public,  but  surely 
{greater  part  of  the  fraud  which 
they  had  to  deal  with  had  been  con- 
nected with  what  was  termed  "  proceed- 
ing to  allotment."  lie  asked  his  hon. 
friend  not  to  press  his  Amendment,  but 
rest  content  with  the  fact  that  they  had 
dealt  with  the  case  which  was  most 
prevalent. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  has  shown  by  his  criticism  the 
weakness  of  the  whole  case.  Let  me 
give  an  illustration  from  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  A  company  named 
Vimbos  had  a  prospectus  with  most  ex- 
cellent names  for  directors  and  solicitors. 
The  sum  of  £1G5,000  was  offered  for  sub- 
scription, and  the  public  subscribed 
£535.  There  was  £44,500  underwritten 
by  bogus  subscriber*.  The  company 
went  into  liquidation,  and  it  was  a  down- 
right swindle  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
this  was  only  one  of  many  of  the  kind. 
In  this  caso  it  was  the  original  application 
for  shares ;  but  as  the  hon.  Member  has 
pointed  out,  there  might  have  been  an 
original  application  of  a  perfectly  formal 
character;  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  this  formal  application,  when  this 
Bill  is  passed,  will  become  a  matter  of 
I  course,  and  this  swindle  might  still  be 
perpetrated.  What  the  learned  Attorney 
General  has  said  is  quite  true,  as  the  hon. 
Member  himself  admits — that  a  consider- 
able part  of  this  clause  is  not  applicable  in 
its  terms  and  forms  to  anything  but  the 
first  application  for  shares ;  but  Sub-sec- 
tion 3  and  Sub-section  5  might  be 
left  out,  and  instead  of  omitting  the 
whole  of  Sub-section  6  there  might 
be  inserted  after  tho  word  "section" 
the  words  "except  Sub-soctions  3  and 
5."  That  would  at  least  preserve  for 
second  applications  some  of  tho  very 
small  benefits  which  are  conferred  by  this 
section.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  in 
regard  to  this  point ;  but  it.  is  quite  clear 
from  the  way  the  clause  is  drawn  that  you 
cannot  retain  the  benefit  of  the  whole  of 
the  clause  for  every  application  for  shares. 
That  is,  to  my  mind,  one  of  the  great 
defects  of  this  Bill,  because  it  does  not 
make  any  provision  for  that  at  all;  but  by 
moving  the  Amendment  in  the   form  I 


suggest  it  might  do  some  good,  and  make 
the  exception  a  little  wider. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  :  This  only 
shows  the  difficulty  which  arises  in  every 
part  of  this  Bill.  Supposing  this  Amend- 
ment is  accepted,  where  are  you  placing 
yourself  in  the  case  of  a  company  which 
was  incorporated  twenty  years  ago,  and 
finds  it  necessary  to  issue  more  capital  % 
Possibly  the  minimum  amount  upon 
which  to  go  to  allotment  would  have  to 
be  stated  in  the  Articles  of  Association 
or  the  Memorandum.  If  it  was  stated  in 
the  Memorandum  it  could-  not  bo  altered. 
I  do  not  seo,  if  this  Amendment  were 
accepted,  how  you  could  issue  other  shares 
and  still  comply  with  the  Memorandum 
fixing  the  minimum  on  which  you  should 
go  to  allotment.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  think 
it  would  alter  altogether  the  working  of 
this  clause  if  the  Amendment  were 
accepted.  I  know  a  most  prosperous  c^m- 
I  pany  in  the  north  of  England  which  Iris 
just  issued  £750,000.  It  was  incorporated 
tvvonty  years  ago,  and  if  this  Bill  had  be. mi 
in  operation  without  the  section  to  winch 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  objects,  then 
I  do  not  sec  how  they  could  have  curu- 
plied  with  tho  Act  at  all  in  their  sr^on-i 
allotment  of  shares. 

*Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON:  I  hope 
the  House  will  adopt  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sc. 
George's.  Some  restriction  is  sought  lo 
I  be  put  upon  the  lodging  of  bogus  capital, 
but  a  limit  of  5  per  cent,  upon  application 
money  is  a  very  small  amount.  A  con- 
crete case  will  show  what  it  means. 
Supposing  it  is  desired  by  a  small  syndi- 
cate to  get  a  capital  of  £100,000.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  subscribe  £o,000,  and  l»y 
providing  this  sum  amongst  themselves 
they  may  get  into  their  hands  the  whole 
of  the  shares,  and  by  a  judicious  pooling 
arrangement  and  sales  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
change they  may  put  the  shares  on  the 
market  at  a  very  lar^e  premium.  This 
abuse  is  inadequately  dealt  with  by  the 
machinery  of  tho  Bill.  You  will  have,  in 
every  case  of  speculative  and  fraudulent 
companies,  two  issues.  You  will  have  a 
formal  issue  and  allotment,  and  you  will 
have  an  effective  issue  and  allotment. 
The  formal  issue  will  necessarily  be  a 
small  one,  because  5  per  cent,  of  it 
must  be  subscribed  by  tho  persons  who 
take  the   shares.     Suppose   it   is  said  in 
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the  prospectus  that  the  company  is  to 
have  a  capital  of  £500,000  in  shares. 
The  first  and  formal  allotment  under  the 
machinery  of  this  Act  will  probably  be 
an  allotment  of  £25,000.  In  this  case 
the  provision  of  the  clause  will  have  been 
most  scrupulously  observed.  The  first 
issue  on  allotment  having  been  made,  and 
the  company  duly  registered,  the  second 
and  effective  allotment  will  then  proceed 
to  be  made,  and  the  persons  who  sub- 
scribed for  the  shares  with  hands  entirely 
free  from  all  the  fetters  which  this  Act 
imposes  will  proceed  to  practise  the  arts 
of  speculative  company  promoters.  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  look 
upon  this  Amendment  with  a  little  more 
favour. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  It  has  been  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  the  clause  as  it  stands 
would  be  inapplicable  in  many  respects 
to  second  issues.  I  think  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  has  failed  to  notice  the 
effect  of  Sub-section  D  in  Clause  12, 
which  provides — 

"  The  minimum  subscription  on  which  the 
directors  may  proceed  to  allotment,  and  the 
amount  payable  on  application  and  allotment 
on  each  share  ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  second  or 
subsequent  oner  of  shares,  the  amount  offered 
for  subscription  on  each  previous  allotment, 
and  the  amount  actually  allotted  ;  and  the 
amount,  if  any,  paid  on  such  shares." 

Surely  that  would  entirely  meet  the  case 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
suggests. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) :  I 
hope  the  Government  will  give  further 
consideration  to  the  modified  form  of  the 
Amendment  suggested  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  opposite.  The  five  per 
cent,  payable  on  application  is  a  very 
small  matter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  moved  this 
Amendment  would  be  quite  willing  to 
accept  the  suggestion  which  has  been 
mide  if  the  Government  could  see  their 
way  to  except  Sub-sections  3  and  5.  I 
think  this  small  concession  would  meet 
the  views  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  will  agree  to  that. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 
Mr.  Lawson  WalUm. 


♦Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON:  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his  way 
to  allow  some  little  modification  of  Sub- 
clause 2,  Section  7.     The  section  runs— 

"  Tf  any  director  of  a  company  knowingly 
contravenes  or  permits  or  authorises  the  con- 
travention of  any  of  the  foregoing  provisions  of 
thi*  Act  with  respect  to  allotment  he  shall  be 
liable  to  compensate  the  company  and  the 
allottee  respectively  for  any  loss,  damage*, 
or  cost*  which  the  company  or  the  allottee 
may  have  sustained  or  incurred  thereby." 

So  that  the  liability  of  the  director  is  to 
compensate  any  person  who  has  sustained 
a  loss  in  consequence  of  that  contraven- 
I  tion.     Now,  the  proviso  is — 

j      "  Provided  that  proceedings  to  recover  such 
1  loss,  damages,  or  costs  sha'l  not  be  commenced 
;  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date 
of  the  allotment." 

I  think  I  shall  be  supported  by  the 
House  if  I  say  so  bnef  a  limitation 
attached  to  a  civil  liability  is  almost  un- 
known to  our  law.  The  House  will  see 
that  the  director  sought  to  be  affected  is 
one  who  has  knowingly  contravened  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  The  remedy  is  not 
given  against  a  neglectful  or  indifferent 
director,  but  a  director  who  knowingly 
contravenes  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Now, 
I  submit  to  the  House  that  this  director 
is  far  too  leniently  treated,  because  after 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of 
allotment,  however  flagrant  his  contra- 
vention may  be,  he  escapes  scot  free. 
That  is  far  too  indulgent  to  the  director 
who  knowingly  contravenes  the  statute. 
Again,  the  period  within  which  the 
remedy  is  to  be  enforced  is  far  too 
short  for  the  person  suffering  loss. 
He  has  only  twelve  months  in  which  to 
discover  the  loss  and  the  breach  of  duty 
which  caused  the  loss,  and  to  institute 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  occasioned  by 
the  loss.  All  this  is  to  be  done  in  twelve 
months.  If  one  looks  at  the  analo- 
gous periods  in  this  and  other  statute? 
it  will  be  found  a  very  much  longer 
limit  is  allowed.  Under  Section  6,  Sub- 
section 4,  there  is  no  period  fixed ;  there 
fore,  I  take  it,  the  directors  may  be  com 
pelled  to  repay  the  allotment  money 
within  six  years,  inasmuch  as  in  similai 
circumstances,  under  the  Directon 
Liability  Act  of  1890,  the  Corrt  of  Ap 
peal  recently  decided  that  an  action  may 
be  brought  any  time  within  six  years. 
In  both  these  cases  you  have  to  deal  with 
a  defendant  whose  liability  arises  from 
carelessness  or  indifference.     In  that  case 
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a  director  who  causes  the  prospectus 
to  be  issued  without  having  reason- 
able ground  for  believing  it  is  true,  is 
liable  for  six  years ;  but  in  this  case  we 
have  a  favoured  director,  who  escapes  all 
liability  after  the  expiration  of  one  year 
from  the  date  of  allotment.  I  fail  to  see 
any  ground  for  that  exceptional  treat- 
ment, and,  therefore,  I  say  if  a  limitation 
is  to  be  allowed  at  all,  that  period  should 
not  commence  until  the  person  com- 
plaining has  found  out  that  the  breach  of 
duty  has  been  committed.  If  my  Amend- 
ment is  accepted  the  section  will  run — 

"provided  that  proceedings  to  recover  such 
loss,  damages,  or  costs  shall  not  be  commenced 
after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  at 
which  the  fault  complained  of  may,  by  reason- 
able diligence,  have  been  discovered. 

The  person  complaining  then  will  have  to 
use  the  utmost  diligence,  because  he  has 
<mly  a  year  to  do  it  in.  These  derelic- 
tions of  duty  are  never  discovered  for 
some  time,  because  those  who  contravene 
the  Statute  always  take  very  good  care 
to  cover  up  their  traces. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  4,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words 
4 of  the  allotment,' and  insert  the  words  'at 
which  the  default  complained  of  might  by 
reasonable  diligence  have  been  discovered  by 
the  persons  seeking  compensation.' " — (Mr. 
Lawson  Walton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY :  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  accept  this  Amendment, 
for  this  reason.  It  is  very  desirable,  so 
far  as  we  can,  to  make  the  period  of  limi- 
tation definite.  I  am  quite  aware  that  in 
certain  cases  it  is  necessary  to  have  the 
statutory  period  dependent  upon  know- 
ledge of  the  fraud.  Still.,  as  a  general 
principle,  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  definite 
time  from  which  the  statutory  liability  is 
to  run,  and  not  to  say  "  from  the  time 
when  the  plaintiff  might  have  reasonably 
discovered  the  fraud,"  which  would  open 
the  door  to  a  great  many  things  which 
would  not  be  desirable.  There  are  other 
objections,  if  one  looks  at  the  section,  to 
the  form  of  this  Amendment.  In  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  these  irregu- 
larities would  bo  found  out  at  the  statu- 
tory meeting  of  the  company,  if  not 
sooner ;  but  if  the  period  of  limitation  is 


considered  too  short,  and  if  it  will  be 
;  accepted,  to  save  discussion  we  would 
,  consent   to    its   being   made   two   years 

instead  of  one. 

■      Mr.    HALDANE    pointed    out    that 
|  the  arguments  of  the  Attorney  General 
:  would    have    been   of    great    force   had 
!  they     been     introducing     a     period     of 
l  limitation   of    liability    in    the    case    of 
,  the  indifference  or  neglect  of  a  director, 
but   in   this   case    their    limitation    was 
directed  against    directors   who    "know- 
ingly "  contravened  the  Statute.     He  was 
not  sure  as  to  these  irregularities  being 
discovered  at  the  date  of  the  statutory 
meeting.     Some  things  would  not  be  dis- 
covered until  the  company  had  gone  some 
way  in  its  history.     This  clause  was  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  innocent  persons 
against  directors  who  knowingly  deceived 
them,  and  in  limiting  the  period  in  this 
form,  the  Bill  went  a  good  deal  further 
!  than   the   courts,    which  laid   down   the 
I  principle  that   the    period   of  limitation 
;  should  run  from  the  date  when  the  fraud 
,  was  discovered. 

i 

i 

j  Mr.  RITCHIE  thought  that  the 
i  director  had  some  claim  to  consideration, 
!  because  all  directors  were  not  fraudulent. 
All  contraventions  of  the  Statute  were  not 
fraudulent.  Nor  had  sufficient  weight 
been  given  to  the  argument  that  an  inno- 
cent director  might  have  to  undergo  pains 
and  penalties  extending  over  an  indefinite 
period  if  the  Amendment  was  accepted. 
Although  a  man  who  was  guilty  of  fraud 
deserved  no  consideration,  the  man  who 
was  charged  only  with  fraud,  did  de- 
servo  consideration.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  looked  at  this  question  from  a 
different  standpoint  from  his.  He  could 
understand  the  ardour  with  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  liked 
the  shooting  operation,  but  the  person 
shot  at  did  not  like  it,  es- 
pecially if  the  time  during  which 
he  might  be  shot  at  was  an  indefinite 
period.  For  what  might  happen  ? 
The  person  who  thought  he  was  injured, 
and  might  subsequently  come  with  an 
action  against  the  director,  might  be  con- 
tent to  lie  quiet  so  long  as  the  company 
was  prosperous,  but  if  there  came  a  pros- 
pect of  winding  up,  this  same  gentleman, 
who  was  quite  prepared  to  submit  to  all 
these  intolerable  grievances  while  he  was 
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receiving  his  5  or  10  per  cent,  dividend,  I 
would  come    forward  and   say,    "  Good 
gracious,  here  is  a  prospect  of  my  getting 
out  of  my  liability ;  1  will  raise  an  action 
at  once    against   the   directors."    There 
was  no  reason  to  make  the  period  an  in- 
definite  one,  but   the   Government  was  | 
prepared  to  accept  the  extension  to  two  i 
years,  and  if  that  was  accepted  by  hon. 
Members    opposite,  a  step  would    have 
been  taken  towards  settling  one  of  the 
difficult  points  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  as  hon.  Members 
were  anxious  to  save  time,  and  what  was 
offered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site would  be  a  substantial  improvement 
in  the  Bill,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
accept  it. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  expressed  sur- 
prise that  the  Government  should  have 
accepted  the  extension  of  the  limit  of  the 
two  years.  It  appeared  to  him  that  any- 
one reading  the  clause  must  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  every  director  was 
expected  to  know  the  law  in  every  detail, 
and  that  he  was  brought  under  the  penalty 
of  having  to  refund  the  capital  of  the 
company  if  he  contravened  the  Act.  From 
his  experience,  he  could  say  that  every 
board  of  directors  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  had  had  to  have  their  solicitors  at 
their  elbows  in  order  that  they  might  be 
told  when  they  were  contravening  the 
Act  or  not.  When  one  considered  the 
liability  which  directors  would  take  upon 
themselves  when  this  Bill  became  an  Act, 
he  would  be  greatly  surprised  if  any 
honest  man,  unless  he  was  a  fool,  would 
submit  to  come  under  such  provisions  as 
these. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN,  supposing 
the  case  of  a  director  dying,  asked  bow 
his  executors  would  ever  be  able  to  wind 
up  his  estate  if  it  were  to  be  subject  to  a 
liability  of  this  kind  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) 
said  that  he  did  not  understand  the 
tenderness  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
towards  a  director  who  knowingly  con- 
travened the  Statute. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  said  distinctly  I  had 
no  compassion  for  a   director   who   did 

Mr.  Ritchie. 


that,  but  that  I  had  compassion  for  a 
director  who  was  shot  at  who  had  not 
done  so. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  said  the  clause 
;  showed  undue  tenderness  towards  these 
persons  by  limiting  the  liability  to  twelve 
months.  There  was  no  such  limitation 
in  Clause  6,  under  which  an  action  at 
law  would  lie  for  six  years,  and  the  s.ime 
principle  ought  to  be  applied  to  this 
clause.  There  was  no  reason  for  limiting 
the  liability  of  a  director  who,  in  the 
words  of  the  Bill,  "  knowingly  contravenes 
or  permits  or  authorises  the  contraven- 
tion of  any  of  the  foregoing  provisions  of 
this  Act  with  respect  to  allotment. " 

Mr.   LABOUCHERE  said  the  Presi- 
I  dent  of  the  Board  of   Trade   and  those 
I  who  supported  him  seemed   to  have  a 
I  very  curious  idea  as  to  what  constituted 
honesty  in  a  director.      It  was  supposed 
to  be  something  entirely  different  to  that 
of  any  other  human  being,  and  laws  were 
to  be  made  to  allow  them  to  do  things 
I  which    other    persons     would     not    be 
allowed  to  do,  in  order  to  induce  them 
to   become   directors.      The   clause   said 
that  if  a  director  knowingly  contravened 
I  the  law,  or  permitted  anybody  else  to  do 
I  so,  he  was  subject  to  certain  penalties ; 
but  if  his   criminality  remained  undis- 
covered for  twelve  months,  he  was  to  be 
allowed  to  go  scot  free.     They  might  as 
well   say   that  if  a  director  knowingly 
stole  a  watch,  and  the  owner  did  not  dis- 
cover   his    loss    in   twelve   months,   the 
director  should    be  allowed   to  go  free. 
He   protested    against    this   doctrine  of 
putting  a  premium   on  dishonesty,  and 
against  the  idea  that  honest  men  would 
not  become  directors    unless   they  were 
allowed  to  act  dishonestly.     He  had  no 
desire  to  treat  a  director  worse  than  any- 
body else,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had 
no     inclination     to    treat     him     better. 
Possibly  a  director  might  have  an  action 
brought  against  him  after  the  expiration 
of  a  year,  and  the  individual  who  brought 
it  might  not  be  able  to  prove  his  case ;  out 
everyone  was  liable    to   that,  especially 
I  newspaper  proprietors,  and  if  this  conces- 
sion was  to  be  made  to  company  directors 
then  newspaper  proprietors  should  be  in- 
cluded in  it.      As  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
hon.   Member    opposite    as    to   a   direc- 
i  tor  dying,  and    whether    there    is    any 
I  liability   upon    his    executors,   he  could 
!  only     say     that     if     a     director    died 
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he  might  be  let  off,  because  in  all  proba- 
bility he  would  be  punished  in  another 
world ;  but  so  long  as  he  was  in  this  world 
let  him  remain  liable  to  be  punished  if 
necessity  arose. 


Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  begged 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment  in 
favour  of  that  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  made. 


Mr.  PERKS  begged  leave  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North-west  Durham.  His 
object  in  doing  so  was  to  call  attention  to 
the  clause,  and  to  elicit  from  the  Govern- 
ment some  explanation  with  regard  to  it. 
The  clause  seemed  to  deprive  the  public 
of  a  protection  which  they  had  hitherto 
possessed,  and  the  shareholders  of  the 
company  of  important  rights  which  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  endow  them- 
selves with  under  their  Articles  of  Asso- 
ciation. The  clause  provided  certain 
conditions  under  which  the  company 
might  commence  business.  They  had 
to  satisfy  the  Joint  Stock  Registrar 
that  they  had  complied  with  all 
the  requisite  conditions  laid  down 
for  that  purpose.  The  conditions  were  that 
the  secretary  of  the  company  or  one  of  the 
directors  should  make  a  statutory  declara- 
tion on  two  points,  and  two  points  only. 
In  the  first  p:ace,  he  was  to  declare — and 
this  was  a  condition  precedent  not  merely 
to  the  commencement  of  the  business, 
but  also  to  the  exercise  of  any  borrowing 
powers  of  the  company — that  the  mini- 
mum subscription  had  been  provided  by 
the  applicants  for  the  shares  of  the  com- 
pany, and  that  shares  had  been  allotted  to 
an  amount  not  less  in  the  whole  than  the 
minimum  subscription.  That  was  the 
first  thing  the  secretary  had  to  do  before 
the  company  was  launched  to  the  world 
and  commenced  business.  What  was  the 
other  condition  1  It  was  that  the  direc- 
tor whose  qualification  had  been  specified 
in  the  preceding  clause  must  pay  to  the 
company  on  each  of  the  shares  taken,  or 
contracted  to  be  taken  by  him,  a  propor- 
tion equal  to  the  proportion  payable  on 
application  and  allotment  on  the  shares 
offered  for  public  subscription.     Say  that 


i  the  limit  on  application  would  be  some- 
1  thing  like  5  per  cent.,  the  director 
would  have  to  subscribe  Is.  per  share 
on  application  and  Is.  on  allotment. 
Thereupon  the  secretary  went  to 
the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies, 
and  made  a  statutory  declaration  and 
came  out  with  a  certificate — without,  lie 
presumed,  any  note  or  comment  in  it  — 
that  the  company,  which  might  be  a 
perfectly  bogus  company,  was  entitled  to 
commence  business.  But  there  was 
another  condition  in  Sub-section  3  which 
was  very  extraordinary,  and  to  his  mind 
totally  at  variance  with  what  was  the 
ordinary  course  in  limited  companies.  It 
was  the  usage  that  contracts  made 
by  a  company  before  they  were  entitled 
to  commence  business  were  subject  ro 
confirmation  by  the  shareholders. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Amendment  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member,  which  is  for  the  omission 
of  Sub-section  (b). 

Mr.  PERKS  said  he  would  put  him- 
self  in    order    by    moving — as  he    was 
entitled  to  do — the  omission  of  all  the 
words  from  line  21),  page  4,  to  line  9  on 
l  the  next  page.     What  he  wanted  to  point 
i  out   was   that  this   clause  was  a    direct 
|  premium  given  to  launching  bogus  com- 
|  panics  on  the  world  with  the  imprimatur 
!  of  a  Government  Department  upon  them. 
]  Directly   this   certificate   was  issued  by 
I  this   functionary   on   these  illusory  con- 
!  ditions,  every  contract  which  had  been 
made    before    the  company   commenced 
j  business  became  absolutely  binding,  and 
l  not  subject  to  the   confirmation   of  the 
shareholders,  however  absurd  or  ruinous 
it   might   be.      He   did   not   think   that 
was    according    to    public   policy.      He 
moved  the  Amendment  standing  on  the 
Paper. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  4,  line  30,  to  leave  out  paragraph 
(b),  of  Sub-section  (1),  of  Clause  8." — [Mr. 
Perks.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  paragraph 
(b)  of  Sub-section  (1)  of  Clause  8  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  when  the 
hon.  Member  found  he  could  not  reconcile 
the    Amendment    he    originally    moved 
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with  his  speech  he  moved  another,  but 
finally  ended  by  moving  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North-west  Durham, 
who  was  present,  but  did  not  him- 
self move  it.  The  8th  Clause,  which 
the  hon.  Member  proposed  to  deal 
with  in  this  summary  fashion,  provided 
very  wholesome  restrictions  on  com- 
mencing business.  A  company  was 
not  to  commence  business,  or  exercise 
any  borrowing  powers,  until  the  shares 
had  been  allotted  to  an  amount  not  less 
in  the  whole  than  the  minimum  subscrip- 
tion, and  until  every  director  had  paid  to 
the  company  on  each  of  the  shares  taken, 
or  contracted  to  be  taken  by  him,  and  for 
which  he  was  liable  to  pay  in  cash,  a  pro- 
portion equal  to  the  proportion  payable 
on  application  and  allotment  on  the  shares 
offered  for  public  subscription,  and  further 
until  there  had  been  filed  with  the  regis- 
trar a  statutory  declaration  by  the  secre- 
tary or  one  of  the  directors  that  the 
aforesaid  conditions  had  been  complied 
with.  And  then  there  was  the  provision 
that  any  contracts  made  by  the  company 
before  the  date  at  which  it  was  entitled 
to  commence  business  should  be  pro- 
visional only,  and  should  not  be  binding 
on  the  company  until  that  date.  Surely 
these  were  most  wholesome  provisions, 
and  their  effect  would  not  unduly  restrict 
the  operations  of  a  company.  He  really 
totally  failed  to  see  how  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  contend  that  the  imposition 
of  these  wholesome  restrictions  would 
promote  the  formation  of  bogus  companies, 
and  he  hoped  the  Amendment  would  not 
be  adopted. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  by  Sub- 
section 3  contracts  made  by  a  company 
before  the  date  at  which  it  was  entitled 
to  commence  business  would  be  pro- 
visional only,  but  on  that  date  they  were 
to  become  binding.  Now,  the  Attorney 
General  was  perfectly  aware  that  there 
were  certain  classes  of  contracts  entered 
into  antecedent  to  the  formation  of  the 
company  which  were  in  a  suspended  state 
until  the  directors  and  shareholders  had 
had  full  opportunity  of  considering 
whether  they  were  right  and  proper  for 
the  company  to  enter  into.  Would  the 
Attorney  General  take  steps  to  insert 
words  to  prevent  these  contracts  being 
made  binding  by  statute  on  the  date  the 
company  commenced  business  ? 

Sir  Bobert  Finlay. 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  sub- 
section applied  only  to  contracts  made  by 
the  company,  and  not  by  other  persons 
as  trustees  for  the  company  previous  to 
the  formation  of  the  company.  Of 
course,  if  there  was  any  other  objection 
to  the  contracts  the  effect  of  the  sub- 
section would  not  be  to  make  them 
binding. 

Mr.  PERKS  said  that  after  the  satis- 
factory explanation  of  the  Attorney 
General  he  would  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  moved,  "  In  Clause 

8,  page  5,  line  17,  to  omit   the  words 

*  which  has  commenced  business,'  in  order 

to  insert  *  registered.' "     The  effect  of  the 

Amendment  would   be   to  exclude  the 

application  of  the  provisions  of  the  section 

I  to  companies  which  had  been  registered 

I  before    the  passing  of  the  Act.     There 

were  many  companies  which  during  the 

l  last  few  days  had  been  formed  with  many 

{  millions  of  capital,  and  they  might  pro- 

{  ceed  to  allotment  without  having  stated 

in  their  prospectus  the  minimum  amount 

i  of  subscription. 

]      Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  was  inclined  to 
j  accept  the  Amendment. 

J      Amendment  agreed  to. 

I    *Mr.  MARKS  moved  to  omit  Sub-sec- 

:  tion   7  of  Clause  8.      The    clause  itself, 

I  he  said,  contained  some  very  wholesome 

j  provisions  with  reference  to  the  conditions 

j  under  which  a  company  was  to  be  allowed 

I  to  commence  business.     No  company  was 

I  to  commence  business  until  it  had  obtained 

i  a  certificate  from  the  registrar,  and  until 

i  that  event  no  contract  was  binding  on  the 

1  company.     But    by  Subsection    7    this 

'  clause  was  not  to  .apply  to  a   company 

I  where  there  was  no  intention  to  ask  the 

j  public  to  subscribe  for  its  shares.     But  if, 

;  after  registration,  and  at  a  later  stage, 

that  company  issued  an  invitation  to  the 

public*  to  subscribe  for  its  shares,  would 

the  section  then  become  operative  for  the 

first  time ;  and  if  so,  would  the  contracts 

which  had  been  already  made  absolute 

cease    to  be    absolute?     And  must  the 

company  cease  to  carry  on  business  until 
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it  had  obtained  another  certificate  from 
the  registrar  under  the  provisions  of  this 
clause  1  According  to  the  clause  no  com- 
pany could  commence  business  unless  it 
issued  a  prospectus  on  the  same  day  that 
it  applied  for  registration. 


Mr.  BILLSON  (Halifax)  said  that  the 
shares  might  be  held  by  the  promoters 
for  a  month  or  two  and  then  offered  to 
the  public.  He  did  not  think  the  Attor- 
ney General  had  disposed  of  the  difficulty 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  raised. 


Amendment  proposed — 

M  In  page  5,  lino  19,  to  leave  out  Sub-sec- 
tion 7.'  —  (Mr.  Marks.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section 
(7)  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  he 
could  not  agree  with  his  hon.  friend, 
although  he  admitted  there  might  be  some 
ambiguity  in  the  sub-section.  He  did  not 
.  think  that  the  words,  "  Where  there  is  no 
invitation  to  the  public  to  subscribe  for 
its  shares,"  could  be  taken  in  the  sense 
which  the  hon.  Member  sought  to  impute 
to  them.  In  the  case  of  a  private  com- 
pany the  clause  would  not  apply;  but 
where  shares  were  put  upon  the  market 
the  restrictions  of  the  clause  ought  to 
apply. 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  (Glasgow, 
St.  Rollox)  asked  whether  there  was  any 
definition  of  the  phrase,  "  invitation  to  the 
public  to  subscribe."  Unless  there  was 
such  definition  they  would  never  know 
whether  a  company  had  applied  to  the 
public  for  subscriptions.  Advertisement 
was  a  well-known  means  of  invitation, 
but  would  the  printing  of  a  prospectus 
and  sending  it  out  marked  "  private  and 
confidential" — which  was  quite  a  common 
case — be  an  invitation  to  the  public  to 
subscribe  1  That  would  be  practically  an 
appeal  to  the  public,  although  technically 
it  might  not. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  the  question 
liad  already  been  answered.  Of  course 
the  clause  did  not  give  an  absolute  and 
final  definition  of  what  was  "  an  invitation 
to  the  public  to  subscribe."  He  should 
say  that  it  meant  generally  when  the 
public  were  asked  to  subscribe  for  shares. 
He  agreed  with  the  Attorney  General 
that  his  hon.  friend's  fears  were  ground- 
less, but  suggested  that  the  following 
words  might  meet  the  objection  raised  : — 
"This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
company  where  the  shares  of  the  company 
are  not  already  offered  to  the  public  for 
subscription." 


Mr.  BRYCE  hoped  the  H'>use  would 

see  how  serious  the  difficulty  was.     The 

Attorney  General  was  obliged  to  admit 

that  the  construction  put  upon  the  clause 

by    the   hon.  Member  for  St.    George's 

was  a  possible   construction.      The  sug 

gested    Amendment    of    the     President 

j  of    the     Board     of     Trade      did     not 

;  carry      them      much      further.      More- 

|  over  it  was  an  admission  that  there  was 

considerable  uncertainty  about  the  clause. 

I  They  did  not  want  to  give  more  work  to 

I  the  lawyers.     As  it  was  the  Bill   would 

1  give  plenty.     Therefore  lie  hoped  that,  in 

;  one   way   or    another,   the    Government 

!  would  see  their  way  to  have  the  clause 

redrafted. 

Mr.   RITCHIE   said    that    after    the 
.  criticisms  that  had  been  made  he  would 
undertake  to  confer  upon  the  matter  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor. 


I  *Mr.  MARKS  said  that  after  the  under- 
!  caking  of  his  right  hon.  friend  he  was 
;  willing  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 


Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  said  there  was  a 
I  certain  class  of  companies  which  would 
I  not  have  to  go  to  the  registrar  for  a  cer- 
•  tificate  to  commence  business,  so  long  as 
I  they  could  say  of  themselves  that  they 
I  were  a  private  company.  But  that 
!  private  company  might  find  it  necessary 
I  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  public  after- 
I  wards,  and  would  the  provisions  of  the 
j  clause  come  into  operation  then,  or  would 
!  they   have   a  retrospective  effect  1      He 

trusted  his  right  hon.  friend  would  direct 
!  attention  to  the  point  so  that  it  could  be 

considered  in  another  place. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  quite  recognised 
I  the    importance   of    having   this  matter 
\  thoroughly   reconsidered,  as,  unless  there 
-  was  some  provision  of  the  kind  now  pro- 
posed, the  whole  clause  would  be  useless. 
The  more  he  saw  of  these  clauses  the  more 
satisfied   was   he  that  the  Bill  was    not 
understood  by  even  its  framers. 
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Mr.  PERKS  asked  whether  all  the 
existing  rights  of  registration  were  re- 
served in  the  case  of  private  companies. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  That  is  the  intention. 

Mr.  PERKS  instanced  the  case  of  a 
company  which,  registered  for  private  and 
family  purposes  with  a  large  amount  of 
capital,  was  about  to  make  a  public  issue. 
When  such  a  company  had  adopted,  or 
would  in  future  adopt  as  aprivate  company, 
the  existing  proceedure,  and  then  later 
on  made  a  public  issue,  would  it  have 
to  go  to  the  Joint  Stock  Registry  for  a 
certificate  to  enable  it  to  commence 
business,  and  comply  with  the.  different 
conditions  laid  down  in  this  clause  1 

Sir  EDWARD  CARSON  pointed  out 
that  in  such  a  case  the  company  would 
have  already  commenced  business.  The 
clause  would  apply  only  to  new  companies. 
A  great  deal  of  the  difficulty  which  had 
been  raised  by  hon.  Members  would  have 
been  disposed  of  if  they  had  read  the 
section  already  passed,  providing  that 
allotments  should  not  be  made  until  the 
minimum  subscription  of  capital  was 
forthcoming.  The  whole  question  hinged 
upon  that,  and  the  two  clauses  must  be 
read  together. 

*Mr.  TOMLINSON  said  that  the  diffi- 
culty was  occasioned  by  trying  to  make 
one  set  of  words  fit  two  quite  distinct 
states  of  circumstances.  The  cases  of 
issues  before  and  after  the  company  had 
commenced  business  had  better  have  been 
dealt  with  separately. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  moved  to  insert 
in  Clause  9,  line  22,  after  the  word 
"shares,"  the  words  "as  the  result  of  a 
public  issue."  This  clause  required  a 
return  within  a  limited  period  after 
allotment.  Manifestly  the  allotment 
was  the  general  allotment  of  shares ;  but 
it  frequently  happened  that  a  small 
number  were  allotted  at  various  times, 
and  there  clearly  could  be  no  object  in 
enacting  that  in  such  cases  the  return 
should  be  made  under  pain  of  heavy 
penalties. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page 5,  line  22,  after  the  word  'shares,' 
to  insert  the  words  'as  the  result  of  a  public 
issue.'" — {Mr.  Harry  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  pointed  out 
that  the  issue  of  shares  took  place  after 
the  allotment,  and  therefore  an  allotment, 
while  it  might  be  the  result  of  an  invi- 
tation to  the  public,  could  not  possibly 
be  the  result  of  an  issue. 

*Mr.  MARKS:  I  hope  the  Amend 
ment  will  not  be  adopted,  as  it  will  take 
all  the  value  from  the  provision.  It  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  records 
of  allotments,  and  the  other  matters  set 
forth  in  this  section,  should  be  open  to 
public  inspection,  and  should  be  filed 
more  particularly  in  the  case  of  those 
companies  which  do  not  make  public 
issues.  The  House  will  remember  that 
there  are  other  ways  of  selling  shares 
than  by  means  of  public  issues,  and  it 
is  particularly  desirable  that  an  eye 
should  be  kept  on  the  companies  which 
do  not  make  public  issues,  but  do  make 
allotments. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  stated  that  the  series  of 
Amendments  standing  next  in  his  name 
were  with  reference  to  a  clause  inter- 
polated in  Committee  at  the  instance  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Aberdeen.  The  Government 
had  consented  to  the  repeal  of 
Section  25  of  the  Companies  Act, 
which  imposed  a  very  onerous  fine 
upon  any  person  holding  shares  other 
than  shares  paid  for  in  cash,  and  which 
had  not  been  registered.  The  result  of 
non-registration  in  the  case  of  an  innocent 
holder  might  years  afterwards  be  very 
serious,  and  the  Government  accepted  the 
Amendment  with  the  general  consent  of 
the  Committee,  but  these  slight  Amend- 
ments were  necessary. 

Mr.  BRYCE  agreed  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to 
the  proceedings  in  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee.   The  Amendment  to  repeal  Section 
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25  of  the  Companies  Act  was  accepted  by 
the  Government,  hut  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  made  the  condition  that 
certain  words  should  be  introduced  to 
safeguard  the  Treasury  and  provide 
against  the  diminution  of  revenue  which 
might  arise.  That  was  understood  •  by 
the  Committee,  and  therefore  there  was 
no  objection  to  these  Amendments. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

•4  In  page  5,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  number,  and  insert  the  word  '  numbers. ' " — 
{Mr.  Sydney  Gcdge.) 

Question  proposed,    "That   the   word 

*  number '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  said  there 
was  more  in  this  Amendment  than 
appeared  on  the  surface.  The  alteration 
might  be  a  very  serious  matter.  The 
41  number "  of  shares  would  be  taken  to 
mevi  -he-  gross  quantity,  but  to  call 
upon  a  company  to  decide  what  particular 
numbers  should  be  attached  to  particular 
shares  was  imposing  a  very  serious  obli- 
gation; and  ho  failed  to  see  what  good 
could  possibly  be  obtained  thereby. 

Mr.  KITCHIE  remarked  that  the 
Amendments  he  was  moving  were  Trea- 
sury Amendments,  which  he  had  con- 
sented to  ask  the  House  to  insert,  and  it 
would  be  rather  dangerous  to  depart 
from  the  arrangement  he  had  made. 
He  therefore  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-  JONES  moved  the 
omission  of  Clause  10.  It  was  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  clause,  if  it  was  use- 
ful with  regard  to  companies  which 
invited  public  subscriptions,  should  not 
be  equally  applicable  to  companies  of  a 
private  character.  He  objected  to  the 
clause  on  two  grounds.  The  clause  aimed 
at  the  prevention  of  payments  of  com- 
missions or  bonuses  to  persons  for  under- 
writing. The  clause  enabled  that  to  be 
done  providing  there  were  disclosed  on 


the  prospectus  the  amount  and  other 
particulars ;  but  it  was  totally  illegal  to 
do  it  otherwise.  Such  a  provision  would 
be  altogether  fatuous  in  its  operation,  and 
would  simply  multiply  the  opportunities 
for  fraud.  One  of  the  results  contemplated 
was  that  the  purchase-money  would  be 
enhanced,  that  the  promoter  would  receive 
something  more  than  the  real  purchase 
money,  and  that  that  "  something  more  " 
should  be  given  by  the  promoter  to  the 
underwriter.  How  in  the  name  of 
common  souse  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man suppose  he  was  going  to  follow  a 
transaction  of  that  kind  1  Unless  a 
punitive  law  could  bo  made  effective  it 
was  far  better  not  to  attempt  to  apply 
such  a  law.  Another  objection  was  that 
by  the  clause  a  considerable  amount  of 
mischief  would  be  done  to  legitimate 
company  enterprise.  Underwriting  was 
an  exceedingly  common  form  of  putting 
a  company  on  the  market,  and  it  was  not 
only  a  perfectly  legitimate  process,  butaper- 
fectly  proper  one.  When  the  public  knew 
that  astute  business  men  wore  willing  to 
underwrite  shares,  it  was  a  certain  assurance 
that  the  enterprise  was  of  considerable 
value.  This  clause  would  not  only  stop 
the  fraudulent  and  improper  company- 
mongers,  but  it  would  materially  injure 
perfectly  legitimate  ventures.  The 
amount  paid  for  underwriting  was  regu- 
lated not  by  the  fraudulent  character  of 
the  company,  but  by  the  character  of 
the  enterprise  and  the  risk  inherent 
thereto,  lie  trusted  the  public  would 
not  be  given  the  idea  that  by  a  pro- 
spectus having  to  pass  through  these 
various  methods  of  Government  dis- 
cipline they  were  thereby  relieved  of 
the  necessity  of  inquiring  into  the 
nature  of  concerns  to  which  they 
were  invited  to  subscribe.  This  was  a 
piece  of  vicious  legislation,  and  it  was 
being  forced  upon  the  House  at  a  most 
improper  rate  of  speed.  Ho  ventured 
respectfully  to  press  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  he  should  seriously  consider 
the  desirability  of  pressing  this  clause, 
which,  in  the  view  of  a  very  large  number 
of  people  interested  in  public  companies, 
was  contrary  to  the  interests  not  merely 
of  companies,  but  of  the  public  generally. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  Hue  3S,  to  leave  out  Clause  10." 
— {Mr,  Atherley- Jones.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  Upon  any  offer  of  shares '  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  (Pembroke)  said  that 
if  this  clause  applied  to  companies  already 
in  existence,  as  he  believed  it  did,  it  would 
have  the  effect  practically  of  enabling 
companies  to  issue  shares  at  a  discount. 
Except  in  the  case  of  railway  companies 
and  companies  incorporated  under  special 
Acts,  shares  could  not  be  issued  at  a 
discount.  He  instanced  the  case  of  a 
company  with  £10  shares  quoted  at  £9. 
Until  those  shares  came  up  to  or  above 
par,  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  that 
company  to  issue  more  shares.  If  the 
clause  under  discussion  became  law  it 
would  be  perfectly  easy  for  a  company 
with  £10  shares  quoted  at  £2, 
providing  there  was  a  clause  in  the 
Articles  authorising  it  to  be  done, 
to  issue  shares  at  par  and  pay  £9  per 
share  for  having  it  done.  With  the 
shares  quoted  at  £2  it  would  be  perfectly 
easv  to  get  people  to  underwrite  the 
shares  on  such  conditions,  as  they  would 
really  be  buying  £2  shares  for  £1.  The 
shares  could  be  taken  up  in  big  lots,  and 
afterwards  sold  little  by  little  to  the 
public.  The  real  effect  would  thus  be 
to  issue  shares  at  a  discount.  He  did 
not  say  whether  or  not  this  was  an 
advantage,  but  it  absolutely  changed  the 
whole  of  the  present  company  law,  and 
the  House  should  not  take  such  a  serious 
step  without  further  consideration. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  did  not  think  any 
clause  in  the  Bill  had  attracted  more 
public  attention  than  the  clause  under 
consideration,  nor  was  there  any  part  of 
the  proceedings  connected  with  company 
promoting  in  regard  to  which  more  frau- 
dulent practices  had  been  carried  out* 
than  that  of  underwriting  shares.  Although 
the  law  at  present  did  not  permit  any 
commission  to  be  paid  for  underwriting, 
it  was  notorious  that  underwriting  did 
take  place.  Instead,  however,  of  being 
paid  for  by  the  company  it  was  paid  for 
by  the  promoter,  who  took  care  to  get 
his  money  out  of  the  company.  In  many 
cases  it  was  alleged  that  almost 
fraudulent  companies  were  started 
by  means  of  large  amounts  being 
paid  for  underwriting,  and  subsequently, 
br   means   of    circulars    and    otherwise, 


shares  which  had  been  taken  at  50  per 
cent,  discount  were  foisted  upon  the  un- 
wary public  at  practically  their  full  price. 
The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
connection  with  this  Bill  carefully  con- 
sidered whether   or  not  the  practice  of 
underwriting — which  might  be  perfectly 
legitimate  —  should    be     recognised    on 
proper  lines,  and  it  was  thought  that  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with  the  subject 
was  by  legalising  that  which  at  present  was 
illegal,  with  the  proviso  that  everything 
done  in  this  respect  should  be  fully  disclosed. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  could  not  have  it  both 
ways.     He  quite  admitted  that  an  under- 
writing commission  of  5  per  cent,  in  some 
companies  might  be  just  as  necessary  as  a 
commission  of  1  per  cent,  in  others.      It 
was  quite  apparent  that  no  men  in  their 
senses  would  take  a  large  block  of  shares 
in  a  new  company  at  a  discount  of  5  per 
cent,  if  they  did  not  believe  it  was  a  good 
company  and  likely  to  do  well.     So  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  did  not  think  there 
was  the  least  fear  of  any  company  being 
injured  by  having  to  disclose  the  fact 
that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  capital 
had  been  underwritten ;    whereas   if    a 
company  came  forward  which  had  been 
reduced  to  such  straits  as  to  offer  to  a 
syndicate  or  body  of  persons  a  discount 
of  50  per  cent,  in  order  to  take  a  certain 
number  of  shares,  then  he  thought  that 
the   public  generally  would   draw   from 
that  the  conclusion  that  the  shares  of  that 
company  were  not  genuine.      Whether  it 
was  looked  at  from  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  for 
the  House  to  accept  this  proposal.      The 
transaction  provided  was  a  perfectly  legi- 
timate one.     The  disclosure  to  be  made 
would  have  no  ill  effect  upon  a  good  com- 
pany, but  it  would  have  an  ill  effect  upon 
a  bad  company,  and  it  was  bad  companies 
that  they  desired  to  strike  at. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  the  great 
mischief  arose  because  promoters  made 
underwriting  contracts  of  a  most  scanda- 
lous character.  If  they  were  prepared  to 
regulate  the  action  of  promoters  in  regard 
to  underwriting  contracts  he  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  it  done.  But  what  they 
did  in  this  clause  dealt  with  the  company 
itself,  and  he  wished  to  point  out  this  fact 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  :  whereas 
hitherto  the  practice  of  paying  money  for 
underwriting  had  been  unlawful  for  a 
company,  this  clause  now  authorised  a 
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company  to  do  that  very  clangorous  thing 
which  up  to  now  they  were  not  allowed 
to  do  at  all  by  the  law.  That  was  autho- 
rised by  the  sub-section  of  Section  10.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  they  might 
nullify  the  effect  of  that  by  providing  for 
adequate  disclosure,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  effected 
that  in  his  clause,  because  the  proposal 
was  that  money  might  be  paid  for  this 
wretched  business  of  underwriting.  The 
words  were — 

"  If  the  payment  of  the  commission  and  the 
amount  or  rate  per  cent,  of  the  commission 
paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  are  respectively 
authorised  by  the  Articles  of  Association  and 
disclosed  in  the  prospectus,  and  the  commis- 
sion paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  does  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  rate  so  authorised." 

Those  hon.  Members  who  were  familiar 
with  these  matters  knew  that,  in  the  first 
instance,  there  need  not  be  a  prospectus, 
and  nothing  would  then  be  disclosed. 
The  point  he  wished  to  make  was  that  it 
was  much  better  to  have  this  thing,  which 
was  a  dangerous  thing,  unlawful  as  it 
was  now,  because  they  were  doing  no 
good  by  licensing  it  and  then  limiting  the 
licence.  It  had  been  said  that  underwrit- 
ing was  a  very  good  thing,  and  in  some 
few  cases  it  might  be.  But  everybody 
knew  what  actually  took  place,  and  he 
would  appeal  to  their  experience  upon  the 
subject.  The  promoter  himself  was  the 
dangerous  person,  for  ho  often  took  all 
the  shares  himself  for  the  concern,  and 
afterwards  handed  them  over  to  the  com- 
pany. He  generally  made  a  bargain  with 
the  stockbroker,  or  somebody  on  the 
Stock  Exchange,  by  which  he  placed  a  very 
large  number  of  those  shares  on  the 
market  at  a  particular  commission,  and 
the  stockbroker  used  all  those  methods  of 
working  the  market,  and  all  the  rest  of  it, 
which  caused  the  scandals  with  regard  to 
these  transactions.  But  whether  under- 
writing was  right  or  wrong,  the  point  he 
wished  to  make  was  that  it  was  better  to 
have  underwriting  unlawful,  as  at  present, 
rather  than  to  legalise  it. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  :  This  clause  to 
which  objection  has  been  taken  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly important  one,  and  I  only 
regret  that  the  audience  which  heard  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries  is 
not  now  present. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner, 
VOL.  LXXXVL    [Fourth  Series.] 


Cork  Co.,  Mid.).      House   counted,  and 
forty  Members  being  found  present, 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  The  hon. and 
learned  Member  for  Dumfries  objected  to 
this  clause,  because  ho  thought  it  was 
better  to  leave  certain  existing  customs 
alone  than  in  any  way  to  legalise  them. 
I  take  a  different  view.  The  law  as  it 
stands  undoubtedly  prevents  a  company 
issuing  any  of  its  shares  at  a  discount, 
but  the  obvious  necessities  of  the  case 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  evade  that 
law  in  a  very  curious  way.  The  advan- 
tages of  so  doing  are  so  great  that  a  very 
large  number  of  people  who  ordinarily 
would  not  think  of  disobeying  the  law  or 
doing  anything  wrong  consider  them- 
selves perfectly  justified  in  committing 
what  may  be  called  an  evasion  of  the  law. 
They  proceed  as  follows :  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  raise  the  capital  required 
by  a  new  company.  This,  as  has 
been  found  by  experience,  cannot 
be  done  in  most  cases  except  by 
finding  people  to  underwrite,  as  it  is 
called,  the  minimum  capital  required  to 
enable  the  company  to  commence  busi- 
ness. The  company  cannot  do  that 
directly,  and  therefore  the  money  re- 
quired to  secure  the  underwriting  is 
added  to  the  price  paid  to  the  vendor. 
He  knows  what  it  is,  and  the  directors 
know  what  it  is,  but  the  existing  share- 
holders and  the  subscribing  public  do  not. 
It  may  be  a  large  sum  or  a  moderate  sum, 
but  the  public  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 
We  have,  therefore,  an  evasion  of  the  law, 
we  have  secrecy,  we  have  an  unknown 
amount,  and  we  have  an  abuse  which  this 
clause  will  remedy.  The  Government 
have,  to  my  mind,  looked  this  matter  fairly 
in  the  face.  They  have  recognised  facts 
as  they  have  found  them,  and  have  dealt 
with  them  accordingly.  The  mischief  is 
that  companies  are  not  permitted  to  pajT 
directly  for  underwriting,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  issue  shares  at  a  discount,  and, 
therefore,  have  to  have  recourse  to  a 
roundabout  way  of  securing  what  they 
require.  The  Bill  as  it  is  framed  does 
away  with  the  indirectness  and  secrecy, 
and  provides  that  except  in  the  manner 
;  provided — 

!  "  No  company  shall  apply  any  of  its  shares 
'  or  capital  money,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  payment  of  any  commission,  discount,  or 
allowance  to  any  person  in  consideration  of  his 
subscribing  or  agreeing  to  subscribe,  whether 
absolutely  or  conditionally,  for  any  shares  of 
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the  company,  or  procuring  or  agreeing  to  pro- 
care  subscriptions,  whether  absolute  or  con- 
ditional, for  any  shares  in  the  company, 
whether  the  shares  or  money  be  so  applied  by 
being  added  to  the  purchase  money  of  any 
property  acquired  by  the  company  or  to  the 
contract  price  of  any  work  to  be  executed  for 
the  company,  or  the  money  be  paid  out  of  the 
nominal  purchase  money  or  contract  price  or 
otherwise." 

The  Bill  removes  the  illegality  of  issuing 
shares  at  a  discount,  and  renders  under- 
writing lawful  under  conditions  which 
secure  publicity,  because  the  rate  per  cent, 
of  the  commission  must  be  mentioned 
and  the  underwriting  must  be  authorised 
by  the  Articles  of  Association,  and  must 
be  set  out  in  the  prospectus.  Therefore 
the  investing  public  will  have  before  them 
what  has  taken  place.  Surely  the  House 
will  see  that  that  is  an  infinitely  better 
state  of  things  than  the  existing  law.  I 
do  not  maintain  that  it  will  stop  abuses, 
but  it  will  make  them  much  more  diffi- 
cult, because  everyone  who  subscribes  to 
a  company  will  know  what  is  being  done 
and  will  know  the  difference  between  fair 
and  unfair  profit.  The  underwriter  sub- 
scribes for  a  largo  number  of  shares,  and 
runs  the  risk  of  their  being  left  on  his 
hands,  and  it  is  quite  fair  that  he  should 
be  paid  for  that  risk.  Next  I  come  to 
the  companies  already  in  existence  who 
wish  to  issue  more  capital.  The  first 
thing  is  that  the  Articles  of  Association 
will  have  to  be  altered,  because  under 
existing  Articles  of  Association  it  would 
be  illegal  to  issue  shares  at  a  discount. 
The  Articles  can  only  be  altered  by  two 
special  meetings  of  the  company,  and  the 
alteration  must  be  carried  by  a  majority 
of  three-fourths,  and  full  notice  must  be 
given  to  all  concerned ;  and  if  there  is  to 
be  a  prospectus  issued,  the  prospectus 
must  give  full  particulars.  I  therefore 
cannot  think  how,  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dumfries  can  prefer  the  present  state  of 
legal  evasion  to  this  rational  proposal, 
which  secures  full  publicity. 
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Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  :  I  hope 
the  Government  will  adhere  to  this  clause. 
The  only  thing  which  the  clause  requires 
is,  possibly,  that  it  should  be  extended  so 
as  to  include  all  kinds  of  companies,  and 
not  be  limited  as  it  is  at  present,  but  that 
is  a  matter  which  will  come  up  for  dis- 
cussion in  connection  with  a  later  Amend- 
ment.      I   hope  the    Government    will 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge. 


adhere  to  the  clause,  so  that  the  whole  of 
the  transactions  which  have  taken  place 
in  connection  with  a  company  should  be 
shown.  This  is  a  matter  which  has  prac- 
tically emerged  from  the  Committee  with 
all  parties  in  agreement  regarding  it.  It 
has  become  manifest  to  everyone  that 
some  means  must  be  found  to  enable 
the  underwriting  of  the  capital  of  a 
company  to  be  legitimately  undertaken 
in  an  above-board  and  straight- 
forward manner.  I  do  not  say  that 
under  this  clause,  or  under  any  clause 
which  can  be  drawn,  you  will  get  a 
state  of  things  that  will  be  ideal,  or  to 
which  objection  cannot  be  taken;  but 
that  under  this  clause  you  will  get  a  state  of 
things  infinitely  better  than  the  existing 
state  of  things  is  beyond  question.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries 
who  spoke  against  this  clause  seemed  to 
me  to  rest  his  case  on  exceedingly  flimsy 
grounds.  He  practically  gave  his  case 
away  when  he  spoke  of  "  this  wretched 
underwriting  business. "  Why  should  the 
principle  of  underwriting  be  recognised  in 
connection  with  all  other  matters  of 
business  in  which  risk  is  involved, 
and  not  in  connection  with  com- 
panies? Why  it  should  be  spoken 
of  as  a  wretched  business  seems  to  he 
inexplicable.  To  underwrite  a  vessel  at 
sea,  or  the  immunity  of  a  house  from  fire 
or  any  other  risk,  is  a  legitimate  piece  of 
business,  but  it  is  considered  improper 
and  illegal  to  underwrite  the  capital  of  a 
company  offering  its  shares  for  public  sub- 
scription. It  might  be  vital  to  that  com- 
pany that  a  certain  amount  of  capital 
should  be  secured  in  advance,  and  there 
is  no  other  plan  of  doing  that  except  by 
getting  certain  persons  to  take  this  under- 
writing risk.  The  law  hitherto  in  this 
country — though  it  is  not  the  case  in 
other  countries  —  has  nominally  pro 
hibited  the  underwriting  of  capital; 
but  practically,  as  my  hon.  friend 
has  explained,  the  law  has  been  evaded 
Nowadays  no  prospectus  is  ever  issued  to 
the  public  without  a  statement  that  some 
contracts  have  been  entered  into  which 
may  come  under  the  regulations  of  the 
Companies  Acts  as  they  exist,  and  accept- 
ance of  which  is  taken  as  waiving  the 
right  to  challenge  these  contracts.  What 
has  been  the  result  ?  The  prices  have 
been  unduly  inflated,  and  exactly  that 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite  said  might  take  place,  has  been 
done,  but  in  an  infinitely  more  vicious 
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form  than  will  be  possible  if  this 
clause  becomes  law,  and  transaction  of 
the  kind  has  to  bo  disclosed.  I  quite 
agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
opposite,  who  said  that  we  ought  to  have 
farther  consideration  of  certain  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  but  I  think  he  was  entirely 
wrong  in  saying  that  we  have  not  had 
foil  opportunity  of  considering  this  par- 
ticular clause.  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  country  in  one  form  and 
another  for  four  or  five  years.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  direction  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Companies  Acts  which  has 
been  more  thoroughly  threshed  out,  and 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  adhere 
to  tne  clause,  and  thus  enable  us  to  get 
rid  of  this  constant  scandal.  Under  the 
protection  of  the  clause  the  public  will 
DO  able  to  know  exactly  what  it  is  they 
are  subscribing  for,  in  the  sense  that  there 
is  no  loading  or  watering  of  the  stock  of 
which  they  are  not  aware. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said  they  had 
been  told  that  at  present  underwriting 
was  illegal ;  but  whether  illegal  or  not 
they  knew  that  it  took  place  in  numbers 
of  companies,  and  practically  the  company 
paid  for  the  underwriting.  The  clause 
recognised  underwriting  as  an  existing 
fact,  and  declared  that  it  should  be  per- 
mitted provided  it  was  disclosed  in  the 
prospectus.  One  could  form  a  pretty 
accurate  estimate  of  the  character  of  a 
company  when  the  amount  paid  for 
underwriting  was  known.  If  1,  2,  or  3 
per  cent,  was  paid,  then  that  company 
must  be  worth  something ;  but  suppose  it 
ran  up  to  00  per  cent.,  then  they  knew 
that  that  was  a  perfectly  speculative  and 

rbling  transaction.  The  amount  paid 
underwriting  was,  in  fact,  a  natural 
barometer,  showing  what  a  company  was 
in  the  estimate  of  business  men.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
stand  to  the  clause;  in  truth,  the  Bill 
without  it  would  bo  a  perfect  farce.  He 
would  ask  whether  a  promoter  would  have 
a  right  to  underwrite  a  company  ? 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY:  The  pro- 
moter may  do  that  at  his  own  expense, 
but  he  cannot  get  the  cost  of  the  under- 
writing out  of  the  company. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said  there  was 
another  point  on  which  he  desired  some 
light.     Sub-section  3  said  that  "nothing 


in  this  section  should  affect  the  power  of 
any  company  to  pay  such  brokerage  as  it 
has  heretofore  been  lawful  for  a  company 
to  pay."  What  did  that  mean?  It 
meant  that  they  might  pay  any  broker — 
not  necessarily  a  man  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
change— any  amount  of  money  to  place 
shares. 


Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG : 
limit. 


There  is  a 


Mr.      LABOUCHERE:     The     hon. 

Gentleman  said  there  was  a  limit ;  but  the 
limit  had  not  been  fixed.  The  words 
were,  "  Such  brokerage  as  has  heretofore 
been  lawful."  Brokerage  was  paid  to 
brokers,  anil  it  might  bo  there  had 
hitherto  been  some  limitations.  What 
was  underwriting  1  It  was  a  species  of 
brokerage,  but  the  underwriter  guaranteed 
that  a  certain  number  of  shares  would  bo 
taken,  and  therefore  he  was  the  better 
man  than  the  broker.  The  underwriter 
said,  "  I  will  guarantee  to  take  so  many 
shares  if  you  pay  me  5  per  cent."  The 
broker  said,  "  If  you  pay  mo  5s.  per  share 
I  will  try  and  place  the  shares  among  my 
clients."  It  seemed  ito  him  that,  if  they 
insisted  on  the  amount  paid  for  under- 
writing being  disclosed,  the  payments  for 
brokerage  should  be  disclosed  also. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  ho  found 
himself  in  entire  accordance  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  as  to 
what  he  stated  in  regard  to  the  existence 
of  underwriting  and  the  desirability  of 
recognising  the  fact  which  could  not  be 
prevented — precautions  being  taken  at 
the  same  time  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  the 
practice.  These  precautions  were  to 
secure  that  the  public  would  know  what 
allowance  was  being  made  to  the  under- 
writer. As  long  as  that  was  known  ho 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  more 
judicious  course  was  that  indicated  in  the 
clause.  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
seemed  to  think  that  they  ought  not  to 
recognise  anything  so  unholy  as  under- 
writing. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID:  By  a  company. 

;      Sir  ROBERT   FINLAY :   By  a  com- 

'  pany.      But  did    his   hon.  and   learned 

friend  suppose  that  it  would  not  go  on 

very  much    as  before  ?    The   promoter 

2R2 


1119  Companies  {COMMONS} 

paid  the  underwriter  a  commission,  and 
then  ho  added  that  to  the  purchase 
money  which  he  got  out  of  the  public. 
Surely  the  more  sensible  course  was  to 
recognise  the  facts,  a  nd  to  take  such  pre- 
cautions as  would  pre  vent  mischief  being 
done  to  the  public. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  if  the 
Attorney  General  would  be  kind  enough 
to  say  whether  the  promoter  must  add 
the  commission  paid  for  underwriting,  and 
the  commission  paid  to  the  broker. 
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Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done  was  to  secure 
entire  publicity,  and  except  under  that 
publicity  the  company  should  not 
directly  or  indirectly  be  concerned  in 
payment  for  underwriting.  What  the 
sub-section  said  was — 

"Save  ax  aforesaid  no  company  shall  apply 
any  of  its  shares  or  capital  money  either 
directly  or  indirectly  in  payment  of  any  com- 
mission, discount,  or  allowance  to  any  person 
in  consideration  of  his  subscribing  or  agreeing 
to  8uljecril>e,  whether  absolutely  or  condition- 
ally, for  any  shares  of  the  company,  or  pro- 
curing or  agreeing  to  procure  subscriptions, 
whether  absolute  or  conditional,  for  any  shares 
in  the  company,  whether  the  shares  or  money 
be  so  applied  by  being  added  to  the  purchase 
money  of  any  property  acquired  by  the  com- 
pany or  to  the  contract  price  of  any  work  to 
be  executed  for  the  company,  or  the  money 
paid  out  of  the  nominal  purchase  money  or 
contract  price,  or  otherwise." 

Now,  surely  if  it  was  possible  to  forbid  a 
company  doing  indirectly  what  they 
desired  to  prevent,  the  words  of  the 
clause  would  have  that  effect.  If  the 
promoter  chose  to  pay  commission  for 
underwriting,  in  future  he  would  have  to 
do  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  because  there 
was  an  express  prohibition  to  prevent  him 
doing  it  otherwise. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said  that  the 
promoter  received  the  money ;  he  did  not 
have  to  say,  "  I  am  going  to  use  it  in 
underwriting,"  but  he  said,  "  it  is  worth 
my  while  to  pay  5  or  10  per  cent,  to  have 
these  shares  taken  up." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  if 
the  price  was  a  fair  price  the  promoter 
might  pay  it  out  of  his  own  pocket ;  but 
if  it  was  not  a  fair  price  it  was  expressly 
forbidden  to  be  done.  Of  course  there 
might  be  evasions  in  every  case.  No  Act 
was  so  broad  that  it  would  be  impossible 

Sir  liobert  Finlay. 


that  it  should  be  evaded.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  the  subject  of 
brokerage.  Brokerage  was  perfectly  dig. 
tinct  from  underwriting.  An  underwriter 
had  to  guarantee  that  the  shares  would 
be  taken  up  by  the  public  or  that  he 
would  take  them  up  himself.  In  the  case 
of  brokerage  the  broker  guaranteed 
nothing  of  the  kind,  and  it  had  been  held 
that  it  was  the  law  that  a  company  might 
pay  brokerage  for  having  shares  placed. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  To  any  amount! 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  :   No ;  a  pro- 
per  amount. 


An     Hon.     Member 
proper  amount  ? 


What 


is   a 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY :  No  actual 
limit  has  been  fixed,  but  the  amount  of 
brokerage  as  distinguished  from  commis- 
sion for  underwriting  is  very  small  indeed 
— an  eighth  or  a  quarter  per  cent.  If  a 
broker  was  found  charging  beyond  those 
figures  it  was  not  really  brokerage  but 
commission  for  underwriting  with  a 
guarantee  that  the  shares  would  be  taken 
up  by  himself  or  his  friends.  What  had 
been  done  by  this  clause  was  to  recognise 
what  was  at  present  the  law  as  regarded 
brokerage.  Every  lawyer  knew  that  pay- 
ment of  brokerage  was  at  present  not 
illegal — say  an  eighth  or  a  quarter — for 
placing  shares  of  a  company.  According 
to  the  section,  it  was  proposed  to  enact 
that  a  company  might  pay  a  certain  com- 
mission for  underwriting  so  long  as  every- 
thing was  above  board  and  the  public 
were  fully  aware  of  what  was  being  done. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  refuse  to  agree  to  a 
clause  which  promised  to  have  a  very 
beneficial  effect. 

Mr.  BRYCE   said,  as  he  understood 
from  what  they  heard  in  Grand  Commit- 
tee, that  brokerage  was  to  some  extent 
elastic,  but  it  was  a  pretty  well  established 
rule  that  it  should  not  go  above  a  half  or 
three-quarters    per    cent.      If  that  was 
i  agreed  to,  the  result  of  the  clause  which 
I  the    Government  proposed  to  pass  was 
that  when  any  brokerage  had  been  paid 
,  by  the  company  it  would  be  for  those 
I  who  endeavoured  to  justify  brokerage  to 
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show    that     it     was    really    brokerage, 
leaving  it  to  the  court  to  decide  whether 
it  was  a  secret  or  unlawful  form  of  under- 
writing  and   the   payment   of    a    secret 
commission.      He   could   not   feel    quite 
satisfied  with  the  answer  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  the  criticisms  of  his  lion,  and 
learned  friend  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  promoter.     If  the  promoter  knew, 
to  begin  with,  that  it  was  he  rather  than 
the  company    who   had   an  interest    in 
planting  the  shares,  and  ought  to  under- 
take the  underwriting,  he  would  estimate 
how  much  he  had  to  pay  for  underwriting 
before  selling  to  the  company,  and  add 
that  to  the  amount  for    which    he   was 
going   to   sell.      The   Attorney   Uenoral 
said  that  that  must  be  a  fair  price,  but 
who  was  to  say  what  was  a  fair  price  ? 
How   was   it  possible,  where  the  vendor 
was  the  promoter,  and  was  selling  the  busi- 
ness to  a  company,  to  estimate   within 
any  fair  distance  of  the  truth   what  was 
a  reasonable  price    to   pay  ?      They   all 
knew  how  excessively  vague  was  the  esti- 
mate that  was  put  on  the  worth    of    a 
company's    business — not    only    of    the 
tangible     assets    but    of    the    goodwill. 
Therefore     he      said     that     it      would 
not     be     possible     under     this      clause 
to   catch    the   promoter,  and  he  feared 
they  must  at  present  acquiesce   in   the 
probability   that  promoters   would    con- 
tinue to  pay  secret  commissions  as  they 
had  hitherto  done.     But  was  it  not  better 
if  they  could   compel  the  company  to  a 
full  disclosure  that  they  should  do  so, 
even  if  they  could   not  got  at  the  pro- 
moter ?     This  matter  had  been  very  fully 
debated  by  an  exceedingly  strong  Depart- 
mental Committee,  which  included  four 
of  Her   Majesty's  judges,   upon    whose 
labours  this  Bill  was  founded ;  and  the 
Committee  said  that  it  would  be  far  safer 
to  practically  prohibit  these  underwriting 
commissions  unless  they  were  disclosed, 
rather  than  have  the  secret  practice  con- 
tinued. 

*Mn.  MARKS  ventured  to  say  that  the 
most  pregnant  observation  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  on  this  section  was 
that  made  by  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  Ho  pointed  out  the  great  ad- 
vantage it  would  be  to  a  company  which 
decided  to  pay  a  certain  amount  for  un- 
derwriting their  shares  if  the  rate  of 
underwriting  commission  were  set  forth 
in  the  prospectus  and  in  the  memorandum 


I  and  articles  of  association.     Ho  was  in- 
!  clined  to  the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
i  tlcmau  that  if  the  underwriting  commis- 
!  sion  was  of  a  reasonable  and   moderate 
1  amount,  it   would  induce  the  public   to 
i  come  in  and  take  shares.     It  was  within 
the    knowledge    of    anyone     who    took 
an      interest      in      the      matter      that 
these     underwriting     commissions     had 
not    hitherto    been    paid    by    the   com- 
pany, but  by  the  promoter ;  and  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  prevent  the  pro- 
moter  from   taking  the   amount   of   his 
underwriting     risk     into     consideration 
when  he  fixed  the  price  of  the  property 
of  which  he  was  the  vendor.     The  price 
was  always  inclusive  of  the  underwriting 
commission.      But   the   company    might 
come  in  and  say  to  the  promoter,  "  Ac- 
cording to  what  you   and  your   friends 
I  have  told  us  you  are  willing  to  undcr- 
!  write  these  shares  at  a  penny,"  and  he 
|  would   reply,  "  Oh,   yes  ;  my  friends  say 
that  they  are  so  confident  in  the  success 
of  the  company  that  they  will  underwrite 
it  at  a  penny."     Thereupon  the  company 
would  pay  the  penny,  and  a  prospectus 
would  then  be  issued,  in  which  it  would 
be  set  forth  that  the  directors  were  so 
happy  to  state  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  underwriting  the  shares  at  a  penny. 
I  Was    that   a   protection   to  the  public  ? 
Was  it  not  to  open  the  door  to  another 
I  trap  to  the  public  ?     Again,  it  was  said 
!  that  the  company  would  have  to  disclose 
all  the  facts  ;  but  they  could  not  fix  on 
the  company  that  they  knew  all  fliat  had 
been  done  by  the  underwriter  behind  their 
back.    There  is  this  one  thing  to  1  >eware  of. 
By  this  power  to  underwrite  or  pay  com- 
mission for  underwriting  to  an  indefinite 
and  unlimited  extent  you  will  introduce 
into  your   limited   company  business  an 
evil  which  has  been  the  greatest  evil  in 
« this   business  in   the   United   States    of 
I  America,  the  issue  of  shares  at  a  discount 
i  "  treasury  stock,"  as  it  is  willed,  which  is 
|  one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  the  States.     A 
,  company  is  required  to  state  in  its  Memo- 
randum and  Articles  of   Association  not 


!  the  amount  going  to  be  paid,  but  what 
I  the  company  takes  power  to  pajT  in 
j  respect  to  underwriting.  The  company 
I  issues  its  prospectus  and  states  that  it 
I  takes  power  to  issue  shares  at  a  discount 
!  at  19s.  in  the  «£,  and  they  may  so  issue. 
I  Who  is  to  know  six  months  after  the 
I  statutory  meeting  has  been  called,  which 
,  is  the  only  protection  given  by  this  Bill 
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to  the  general  public,  that  the  £1  shares  | 
then  upon  the  market  wore  issued  at  19s.  ?  I 
They  may  be  valuable  assets  in  the  case  • 
of  bankruptcy,  but  they  are  not  valuable  ; 
assets  to  the    investing    public.     There  | 
ought  to  be  a  legitimate  power  to  under- 
write,  but  there  should   be   some   limit 
beyond     which     the     company    should 
not    go.     The  great  evil  of  this  clause 
seems    to    be    that   it   gives    a    power 
to      the      company    to     put    into    its 
prospectus   statements   with   respect    to 
underwriting  which   might    be   a  direct 
incentive  to  the  public  to  come  in  and 
take  shares.     The  promoters  will  not  find 
fault  with  this  clause,  it  does  not  touch 
them  ;  nothing    in  this  Bill  does  touch 
them  in  their  powers  as  to  underwriting, 
and  in  my  opinion  nothing  in  any  Bill 
could.     That  is  a  fact  that  it  is  as  well 
should  be  known,  and  it  cannot  be  known 
too  soon. 


Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  thought  there  might  be  something 
to  be  said  for  disclosing  in  the  prospectus 
every  commission  paid,  but  the  first  to 
be  disclosed  should  be  the  commission 
paid  to  brokers ;  that  was  far  more  im- 
portant than  the  commission  paid  to 
underwriters.  The  commission  paid  to 
brokers,  as  a  rule,  would  be  one-eighth  or 
quarter  per  cent.,  but  how  was  anybody 
to  find  out  until  too  late  what  commission 
had  been  paid1?  The  great  thing  to  con- 
sider was  how  the  public  were  most  likely 
to  be  safeguarded,  and  he  thought  that 
they  would  best  be  safeguarded  if  there 
was  declared  in  the  prospectus  the  com- 
missions that  had  been  paid  to  every- 
body, brokers,  solicitors,  stockbrokers, 
etc.  Without  such  a  provision,  all 
the  solicitor  had  to  do  was  to  put 
a  stamp  upon  the  paper  and  to  send  the 
prospectus  to  people  whom  he  thought 
were  likely  to  invest,  and  nobody  would 
bo  the  wiser  and  able  to  find  out  until  too 
late  what  had  been  done.  As  to  under- 
writing, after  a  sound  company  came  into 
existence  it  might  be  found  necessary  to 
issue  debentures  or  preference  shares  in 
order  to  obtain  capital  to  carry  on  a 
legitimate  enterprise,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  get  that  money  by  a  certain  date. 
Then,  with  the  sanction  of  the  share- 
holders, the  company  went  to  an  under- 
writer and  paid  2£  per  cent,  to  him,  and 
he  subscribed  in  the  hope  that  in  a  lev* 

JIrt  Marks. 


months  he  would  be  able  to  recoup  him" 
self.  That  was  a  legitimate  transaction, 
and  such  a  transaction  did  no  harm  to  the 
company.  If  this  clause  was  to  be  passed 
he  thought  every  commission  that  was 
paid  ought  to  be  disclosed. 

♦Mr.  LAWSON  WALTOX  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's 
that  the  abuse  of  underwriting  was  en- 
tirely unaffected  by  the  clause  of  the  Bill 
as  it  stood.  But  he  thought  that  the 
clause  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
because  it  made  underwriting,  instead  of 
being  a  secret  process,  a  legitimate  opera- 
tion performed  in  the  open  light  of  day. 
Was  it  not  better  to  legitimatise  such  an 
operation,  and  to  provide  that  the  com- 
panies should  give  full  notice  of  the 
terms  which  were  paid  for  the  services 
rendered  to  it?  The  tendency  of  such 
legislation  would  be  to  put  an  end  to 
furtive  and  secret  operations,  and  make 
them  legitimate,  and  it  would  also  bring 
the  law  into  harmony  with  the  practice 
and  the  views  of  commercial  men  upon 
the  question. 

Mr.   BOUSFIELD   (Hackney)  hoped 
that  the  House  would  not  go  to  a  divi- 
sion on  the  motion  to  omit  the  clause. 
Although  the  discussion  had  been  most 
valuable,  he  did  not  see  that  the  result 
desired   would  be  attained  by  rejecting 
the  clause,  and  he  hoped  some  way  would 
be  found  of  utilising  two    or  three  of 
the  points  which  had  been  raised.   Every- 
one was    anxious    to  put  down    secret 
underwriting,  and  he  thought   that  the 
form  of  underwriting  by   the   company 
itself,  as  was  suggested  by  the  clause, 
was  the  right  way  of  proceeding.     The 
whole  matter  was  a  question  of  evolu- 
!  tion,   and  that  process  had  gone  so  far 
j  now     that    company     directors     them- 
!  selves     were     putting     into     the     pro- 
l  spectus     statements    that     no      under- 
I  writing    had    been    undertaken.      But 
i  these     matters      were      put     in      the 
!  prospectus  merely  to  catch  the  unwary, 
and  people  were  now  beginning  to  look 
for  some  legislation  of  this  kind!     It  was 
possible  that  a  double  set  of  commissions 
I  might  be  paid,  and  that  that  state  of 
I  things  might  coincide  with  the  secret  and 
i  unannounced  fact  that  promoters  them- 
I  selves  had  been  paid  a  large  amount  by 
\  vr&y    ol   c,OTHm\a»\ftxv  fat   underwriting 
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Therefore  it  seemed  to  him  that  in  order  ; 
to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  clause  as  j 
drafted,  and  to  prevent  its  being  U3ed  in  ] 
an  illegitimate  way,  the  clause  ought  to  j 
go  further  as  regards  disclosure  of  under- 
writing contracts,  by  providing  that  these 
should  be  stated,  at  all  events  so  far  as 
known  to  the  directors  and  vendors.  This 
would  tend  to  put  underwriting  in  the 
hands  of  the  company,  where  it  might 
very  well  bo.     As  regards  brokerage,  too, 
he  suggested  that  it  was  desirable  to  put 
something  more  definite  into  the  clause 
instead  of    merely  a  permission  to  pay 
such   brokerage  "as  had   hitherto  been 
lawful." 


^  Mr  RITCHIE  said  that  considerable 
time  had  now  been  spent  in  discussing  the 
clause,  and  a  good  deal  of  business  yet ; 
remained  to  be  done,  and  ho  therefore  ; 
hoped  that  the  House  would  now  consider  • 
that  discussion  was  practically  exhausted,  ; 
and  that  they  would  come  to  a  decision  j 
upon  it.  | 

I 

i 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  said  that  | 
the  appeal  of  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  I 
was,  he  thought,  far  from  being  reasonable,  j 
The  Bill  had  been  rushed  through  the  j 
Committee,  whose  Report  was  not  yet  in  ] 
the  hands  of  Members,  and  this  discus-  ; 
aion  was  very  valuable. 


Mr.  RITCHIE  said  he  could  not  agree  ; 
with  the  hon.  Member,  seeing  that  the  ■ 
Committee  sat  day  after  day,  and  of  the  ! 
discussions  which  had  taken   place   the 
House  had  been  kept  fully  informed. 


Mr.  LOUGH  quite  agreed  that  the  | 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  had  been  ! 
distributed  day  by  day,  but  was  of  opinion  I 
that  a  great  deal  of  trouble  was  necessary 
to  discover  what  had  actually  taken  place 
in  Committee.  He  submitted  that  the 
House  ought  to  be  treated  with  greater 
respect,  and  not  be  hurried  along  in  a 
matter  of  this  importance  before  a  proper 
Report  of  the  Committee  had  been  issued. 
The  arguments  urged  to  recommend  this 
clause  were  that  the  clause  would  have  a 
tendency  to  restrict  the  evil  practice  of 
underwriting  if  it  were  passed,  but  the 
object  of  the  clause  was  to  enable  com- 
panies to  pay  underwriting  commission  s 
out  of  their  capital,   and   thus    legalise 


underwriting.  That  was  a  fundamental 
change  in  regard  to  companies,  which 
ought  not  to  be  made  in  too  great  a 
hurry.  The  Government  practically  said, 
"Although  we  legalise  the  practice,  we  will 
prevent  any  harm  arising  by  taking  pre- 
cautions " ;  but  then  the  question  arose  as 
to  whether  those  precautions  would  be 
sufficient ;  he  did  not  think  they  would. 
After  this  Bill  was  passed  the  company 
would  bo  empowered  to  pay  large  com- 
missions for  underwriting  out  of  their 
capital,  and  it  would  be  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  find  out  what  capital  they  had 
left.  He  thought  that  the  clause  was  an 
attempt  to  make  people  honest  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would 
succeed. 


Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  supported  the 
view  that  this  difficult  and  complex 
question  was  being  discussed  under  most 
unfortunate  circumstances  through  hon. 
Members  not  having  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  before  them.  This  question 
had  engaged  the  attention  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords  for  five  years,  and 
was  practically  pitchforked  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  was  asked  to 
discuss  and  settle  a  most  difficult  problem 
under  exceedingly  difficult  circumstances. 
This  clause,  if  passed,  would  create  much 
greater  evils  than  it  sought  to  remedy. 
It  would  give  a  company  power  to  under- 
write or  issue  their  own  shares  ata  discount, 
a  power  which  at  present  was  very  wisely 
withheld  from  them.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  of  the  illegality  of  underwriting, 
but  it  was  perfectly  legal ;  the  only  ille- 
gality there  could  be  would  be  in  the 
company  being  allowed  to  underwrite.  A 
company  was  a  nonentity  until  it  had 
gone  to  allotment,  and  the  underwriting 
was  antecedent  to  that  stage.  It  was  a 
scheme  to  call  a  company  into  existence 
and  provide  the  necessary  funds,  and  a  cer- 
tain amount  was  paid  to  recoup  the  under- 
writer for  the  necessary  risk.  Therefore, 
the  company  itself  could  never  be  asked  to 
underwrite  its  own  shares,  for  the  reason 
that  a  company  was  unable  to  enter  into  a 
contract  until  after  it  started  business. 
The  remedy  which  he  would  suggest  was 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
should  provide  in  the  clause  that  the 
underwriting  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween the  promoters  and  the  under- 
writers should  be  disclosed  in  the  pro- 
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speotus,   and   that   unless  that    was 
disclosed  the  contract  should  be  void. 


so 


Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  :  There  is 
an  Amendment  further  down  on  the 
Paper  to  effect  that  very  object. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  said  that  in  that 
way  publicity  would  be  ensured  in  the 
most  effective  way. 

Mr.  PERKS  said  that  underwriting 
was  simply  gambling  and  betting  in  pub- 
lic companies,  involving  large  sums  of 
public  money,  and  he  thought  it  was 
better  to  leave  promoters  to  run  the  risks 
they  run  at  present  than  to  give  Parlia- 
mentary sanction  to  a  practice  which  in 
itself  was  so  reprehensible. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  (York)  said  that 
underwriting  was  a  perfectly  fair  trans- 
action in  itself.  An  abuse  of  the  process 
took  place  when  underwriting  was  done 
at  an  exorbitant  commission  and  that  fact 
was  concealed  from  the  investing  public. 


Under  proper  conditions  of  disclosure  it 
appeared  to  him  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  underwriting.  It  had  been 
objected  to  the  clause  that  there  might 
be  two  underwriting  commissions,  one 
paid  by  the  company,  which  according  to 
that  clause  would  be  disclosed,  and  one 
paid  by  the  promoter  or  vendor,  which 
would  not,  it  was  alleged,  be  disclosed, 
and  that  thereby  the  public  would  be 
deceived;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  so,  because  Sub-section  (/*)  of 
Clause  12  was  drawn  up  in  terms  which 
amounted  to  a  provision  that  the  pro- 
spectus issued  by  a  company  should  set 
forth  on  the  face  of  it  the  amount  of 
underwriting  commission,  no  matter  by 
whom  it  was  paid.  It  might  be  that 
that  was  not  sufficiently  clear  on  the  face 
of  it,  but  he  thought  the  sub-section 
would  provide  for  cases  of  this  kind,  and 
he  supported  the  clause 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  160;  Noes, 
32.     (Division  List  No.  235.) 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Arnold-Foster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bailhe,  J.  E.  11.  (Inverness) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bouslield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Carson, Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W(  Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'i 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.SirJohnCharlesReady 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  Radclitte(  Heref  \\) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cox,  Irwin  EdwardBainbridge 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Da  vies,  M.  V&ugh&n  -  (Cardigan 

Mr.  H.  S  Foster. 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akcrs- 
Doxford.  Sir  William  T. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose. 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn  A.G.  H.  (Cityof  Lond. 
Godson,$irAugustusFrederick 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnGJ(St.  George's 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hazell,  Walter 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  H^nry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 


Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
La  wrence,SirE.  Darning-  ( Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londonderry 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,  SirDillwyn-  (S  wants 
Long,(5ol.  Charles  W  (Evesham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M1  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey -Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edwatd  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  JamesA.(Wilts.,S) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.Hon.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Col.  Wynd ham  (Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Cant.  Cecil  William 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
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PkQlpotte,  Captain  Arthur 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
PinnkettTRt.  Hn.  H.  Curzon 
Parvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Bemnant,  James  Farquharson 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'i) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley.Rt-Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie.Rt.Hn.Chas.Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Robaon,  William  Snowdon 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone)  j 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees)  \ 
Sannderaon,  Kt.  Hn.  Col.  £.  J.  I 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  ! 

Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 


{24  July  1900} 

Shaw,  Chas.  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stewart,SirMark  J .  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leed*,  S. ) 
Warde,Lieut.-Col.C.E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustas  Frederick 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
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Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JosephPowell-(  Birm 
Wiliox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WiUon,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Win.  H.(Yorks. 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wri^htson,  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Young,Commander  (Berkf»,E.) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tkllers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bond,  Edward 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Goorley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 


NOES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Gliee,  Richard 
M'Lcod,  John 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,  WPritchard  (Merthyr 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickerscill,  Edward  Hare 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westroeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kcarns 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and 
Mr.  Billson. 


Amendment  proposed — 


•In  pace  5,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'for  public/  and  insert  the  words  (to  the 
public  for.'"— (Mr.  Ritchie.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  for  public '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  said  that  the 
Amendment  left  matters  as  regarded 
private  companies  exactly  where  they 
were.  Was  it  not  possible  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  clause  to  all  companies  ? 
If  tbe  clause  was  a  good  one  there  could 
be  no  reason  why  it  should  not  equally 
apply  to  private  companies  equally  as  to 
public  companies.  To  limit  whatever 
privilege  the  clause  conferred  to  one  class 
of  subscribers  was  a  mistake.  If  the 
word  *  public  '  were  struck  out  altogether 
the  permissive  power  would  extend  to 
both  public  and  private  subscribers. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  suggested  that 
the  words  of  the  Amendment  would 
exactly  meet  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  it  was  manifest 
that  where  no  appeal  was  made  to  the 
public  the  clause  would  be  inappropriate ; 


its  object  was  the  protection  of  the  public. 
He  could  not  accept  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  argued  that  if  it 
was  right  to  clothe  a  public  company  with 
'  such  power  as  the  clause  gave  to  pay  a 
!  commission  to  subscribers,  it  could  not 
!  be  wrong  to  clothe  a  company  which  did 
|  not  make  an  appeal  to  the  public  with 
!  similar  power,  should  that  company 
|  desire  to  pay  commission  to  private  sub- 
i  scribers. 

I 

Sir  THOMAS  LEA  said  he  had  an 
Amendment  dealing  with  this  particular 
point,  and  the  very  close  division  in  the 
Grand  Committee  when  this  point  was 
discussed  at  length  justified  raising  it  in 
!  the  House.  He  thought  that  a  private 
|  company  should  at  least  have  the  same 
privilege  in  this  matter  as  was  conceded 
to  a  public  company. 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  contended  that 
it  was  perfectly  reasonable  that  share- 
holders should  be  able  to  take  up  shares 
at  a  discount,  and  to  raise  further  capital 
among  themselves.  If  it  was  lawful  for 
directors  to  give  this  boon  to  the  public, 
why  not  to  their  own  shareholders  ? 
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Mr.  LOUGH  said  that  although  this 
was  described  as  a  verbal  Amendment, 
it  was  of  a  very  substantial  character.  If 
the  Amendment  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  adopted,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  the  important  altera- 
tion suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
St.  Rollox. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  pointed  out  that  he 
was  merely  proposing  to  do  in  this 
clause  the  same  as  had  been  done  in 
other  clauses  where  the  words  "for 
public  subscription  "  had  been  used.  In- 
stead of  "  for  public  subscription  "  the 
words  "  to  the  public  for  subscription," 
were  to  be  inserted.  It  was  purely 
verbal. 


confused  the  issue  before  the  House. 
There  was  no  such  distinction.  Every 
company  was  in  the  eye  of  the  law  a 
public  company,  even  though  it  was  what 
was  commonly  called  a  private  company. 
The  question  at  issue  was  not  whether 
the  clause  ought  to  apply  to  private  as 
well  as  public  companies,  but  whether  it 
was  to  apply  to  shares  offered  privately 
as  well  as  to  shares  offered  publicly  for 
subscription.  It  was  difficult  to  see  why 
this  disability  should  be  maintained  in 
the  case  of  private  issues  if  it  was  re- 
moved in  the  case  of  public  issues,  and  it 
would  seem  far  better,  and  would  greatly 
simplify  matters,  if  the  disability  were 
removed  in  both  cases.  Moreover,  private 
issues  and  public  issues  so  merged  the 
one  into  the  other  that  it  was  very  diffi- 


%m     TAHnn       11  «i.t  i-t.      cult  in  practice  to  distinguish  between 

Mr.  LOUGH  could  not  agree  with  the   ft  *  Take  ^  ^  *f  a  ^ 

view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  If  ^  largebodyof  shareholder..  If  that 
this  alteration  were  agreed  to  it  would  he   CQ  *^J  to  {gme  further  8hareg^ 

very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make  and^.  t  &  memorandum  to  ^  ite 
the  Amendment  suggested  by  the  hon  shareholder8  offering  the8e  8bare8  for 
Member  for  St.  Rollox.     It  was  evident    Hub8Cription)  would  t|e  Attorney  General 

consider  that  to  be  a  public  or  a  private 
issue?  There  was  no  real  distinction 
to  be  drawn,  and  the  best  way  would  be 
for  the  Government  to  omit   the  word 


there   was   a  considerable  consensus  of 

opinion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a 

very  considerable  minority  of  opinion  in 

the    Grand    Committee,    that  whatever 

benefits  this  clause  conferred  on  public  ,  u     ^  „  dto„ether 

companies  should  be  conferred  on  private      r  ° 

companies  also.      The     matter  certainly 

required  further  consideration.  There  was 

no   definition  in  the  Bill  of  a   "public" 

company  or  of  a  "  private  "  company  ;  the 

one  ran  into  the  other,  and  practically  it 

was  very  hard  to  draw  a  line  between  the 

two.     This  point  ought  to  be  cleared  up 

before  the  Government  asked  the  House 

to  vote  for  the  Amendment. 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  said  that  while  it  I 
was  quite  true  that  this  matter  was  raised 
in  the  form  of  a  purely  drafting  Amend- 
ment, it  came  just  at  a  critical  point 
when  the  House  wanted  to  discuss 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  clause 
should  be  limited  to  cases  where  shares 
were  offered  for  public  subscription,  or 
whether  they  ought  not  also  to  apply  to 
cases  where  the  shares  were  offered 
privately  for  subscription.  The  best  way 
of  settling  the  matter  would  be  merely 
to  leave  out  the  word  "  public."  With 
regard  to  the  substance  of  the  question,  it 
seemed  to  be  supposed  that  there  was 
some  distinction  in  law  or  in  the  Bill 
between     public      and     private 


Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  con- 
tended there  never  was  %an  Amendment 
which  opened  the  way  to  more  litigation 
than  this  so-called  purely  verbal  altera- 
tion. All  the  talent  on  the  front  bench 
was  unable  to  define  the  difference  be- 
tween a  public  and  a  private  company, 
and  he  agreed  with  the  previous  speaker 
that  the  word  "  public  had  better  he 
omitted. 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  to  the  public  for '  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  •  to  the  public.'  "— 
{Mr.  Sydney  Oedge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'to  the  public'  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed Amendment" 


com- 1      Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  hoped  the  Attorney 


panies,  and  that  supposition  veiy  much  i  General  would  respond  to    the   appeal 
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which  had  been  made,  and  define  whether, 
in  a  given  case,  an  issuo  was  for  public 
or  private  subscription.  The  point  under 
discussion  was  decided  by  a  very  narrow 
majority  in  the  Committee,  and  as  a  sup- 
posed concession  to  the  minority  this 
verbal  alteration  was  being  made.  But 
it  was  really  no  concession  whatever,  and 
did  not  remove  the  objection  of  those 
who  desired  that  the  one  class  of  com- 
panies should  not  labour  under  disabilities 
from  which  the  other  were  free. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY :  The  answer 
to  the  question  which  has  been  raised  is 
very  simple.  The  issue  is  not  offered  to 
the  public  if  it  is  offered  only  to  a  par- 
ticular class  of  persons.  It  does  not 
matter  whether  the  shareholders  of  the 
company  are  many  or  few ;  as  long  as  the 
offer  is  only  to  that  particular  class  it  is 
not  an  offer  to  the  public  for  subscription. 

Mb.  BOUSFIELD  said  the  reply  of 
the  Attorney  General  did  not  at  all  im- 
prove matters,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
Government  to  reconsider  the  question 
and  see  whether  they  could  not  do  away 
with  the  distinction  altogether. 

♦Mr.  MARKS  pointed  out  that  the 
reply  of  the  Attorney  General  simply 
emphasised  the  peculiar  difficulty  which 
this  clause  would  cause.  According  to 
that  reply  an  issue  of  shares  to  the  70,000 
shareholders  in  Lipton's  would  not  ba  a 
public  issue,  but  an  issue  to  a  company 
with  1,000  shareholders,  if  only  ten  out- 
siders came  in,  would  be  a  public  issue. 
Absurdity  could  really  go  no  farther. 

Mr.  PHILIPPS  asked  the  Attorney 
General  to  define  a  "  class."  If  a  com- 
pany which  was  going  to  issue  shipping 
shares  sent  prospectuses  marked  "private 
to  the  shareholders  in  another  shipping 
company,  would  that  be  an  issue  to  a  class  ? 
Or  if  it  was  proposed  to  turn  a  political 
club  in  any  constituency  into  a  company, 
and  the  shares  were  offered  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  club,  would  that  be  an  issue 
to  a  class  ?  Many  such  instances  at  once 
occurred  to  one's  mind,  and  it  was  certain 
that  such  a  provision  would  lead  to  endless 
litigation.  The  least  the  Government 
could  do  was  to  define  what  they  meant 
by  a  private  or  public  issue,  as,  if  the 
Bill  went  out  in  its  present  form,  countless 
lawsuits  would  be  the  result. 


Mr.  TOMLINSON  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  allow  this 
Amendment  to  be  made.  If  a  privilege 
was  to  be  given  to  one  sort  of  company, 
why  should  it  be  withheld  from  another 
class  in  regard  to  which  it  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  do  much  good  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
the  offect  of  this  Amcndmont  is  generally 
apprehended.  I  understand  that  if  we 
agreed  to  the  Amendment  now  being 
made  it  would  be  possible  for  a  company 
not  making  a  public  issue  to  pay  under- 
writing commission.  That  is  the  very 
thing  we  do  not  wish  a  company  to  have 
power  to  do.  We  say  there  are  certain 
arguments  which  may  justify  the  pay- 
ment of  underwriting  commissions  in 
cases  where  there  is  a  public  issue,  and 
where  all  the  facts  are  disclosed  in  the 
prospectus,  but  we  think — and  this  was 
the  view  argued  out  in  the  Standing 
Committee — that  those  arguments  do  not 
apply  to  companies  not  going  to  the 
public  for  subscription,  and  that  in  such 
cases  there  ought  not  to  be  any  pro- 
vision whatever  for  underwriting.  I 
therefore  hope  the  Government  will 
adhere  to  the  Bill  as  it  stands. 

Colonel  MILWARD  (Warwickshire, 
Stratford-upon-Avon)  hoped  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  adopted.  It  was  quite 
evident  that  private  companies  were 
placed  under  disadvantages  in  this  clause. 
It  was  impossible  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  draw  any  distinction  between  a 
public  and  a  private  company,  and  under 
the  circumstances  it  would  bo  advisable 
that  the  Amendment  should  be  accepted. 

Major  JAMESON  supported  the 
Amendment.  He  absolutely  denied  that 
it  was  ever  the  intention  that  private 
companies  should  come  under  the  Bill, 
while  the  definition  given  by  the 
Attorney  General  was  the  most  absurd 
statement  ever  made.  The  Bill  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  country, 
and  he  strongly  protested  against  it  being 
rushed  through  the  House  with  such 
unwarrantable  speed. 

Mji.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  thought  per- 
haps the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  over- 
looked the  precise  wording  of  the  clause 
itself.  The  provision  was  not  limited  to  the 
case  of  a  man  who  took  a  large  number  of 
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shares  and  afterwards  endeavoured  to  get 
other  people  to  buy  them,  but  it  extended 
to  the  case  of  a  man  who  agreed,  whether 
absolutely  or  conditionally,  to  take  shares 
in  a  company.  The  provision  would  per- 
mit a  company  to  make  a  payment  to  a 
man  who  took  shares  for  his  own  use  and 
profit,  and  the  House  were  discussing  a 
privilege  which  went  far  beyond  the 
question  of  underwriting. 

Mr.  PERKS:  I  notice  that  the 
minority  of  fifteen  who  voted  against  the 
Government  in  the  Standing  Committee 
consisted  entirely  of  gentlemen  who 
usually  vote  with  the  Government.  I  think 
that  is  some  reason  why  the  Government 
should  not  consider  unfavourably  the 
proposal  to  extend  the  operation  of  this 
clause  to  all  companies  alike,  whether 
they  arc  called  "private"  or  "public." 
I  quite  agree  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  North  Hackney  as  to  the 
great  difficulty  of  drawing  a  line  between 
the  two  classes  of  companies ;  in  fact,  I 
believe  it  is  absolutely  impossible.  At 
least  half  a  dozen  appeals  have  been  made 
to  the  Law  Officers  to  define  the  difference, 
but  we  have  had  no  information  on  the 
point  at  all.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a 
statement  on  this  particular  point  made 
by  a  counsel  well  known  at  the  Equity 
Bar,  and  one  who  has  probably  more 
experience  than  any  other  in  connection 
with  joint  stock  company  enterprises — I 
mean  Mr.  Palmer.  In  his  letter  to  The 
Tiuws  a  few  days  ago,  dealing  specifically 
with  this  question — and  I  think  his 
opinion  is  worth  considering — he  says — 

"  As  to  Clause  10,  this  limits  the  power  to 
pay  commission  for  placing  shares  to  cases  in 
which  an  offer  of  shares  for  public  subscription 
is  made.  It  should  be  extended  to  all  cases, 
for  there  is  no  reason  why  a  private  company 
should  not  be  at  liberty  to  pay  a  commission 
for  placing  shares,  or  why  it  should  not  be 
allowable  to  pay  a  commission  where  the 
shares,  as  in  the  case  of  a  reconstruction,  are 
offered  not  to  the  public,  but  only  to  the  share- 
holders in  the  reconstructing  company.  There- 
fore, the  clause  should  be  amended  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  *  public'  the  words  *or 
private,'  and  by  inserting  the  words  •  if  any ' 
after  the  word  *  prospectus.' " 

That  is  the  opinion  not  of  a  mere  child, 
but  of  a  man  who  has  had  probably  more 
experience  than  any  counsel  at  the  Equity 
Bar  on  this  matter,  and  I  venture  to 
commend  it  to  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg. 


Mr.  BBODIE  HOARE  (Hampstead) 
said  it  really  did  not  very  much  matter 
whether  the  word  "  public  "  was  omitted 
or  not,  as  anybody  with  the  smallest 
ingenuity  could  get  round  the  provision. 
All  a  private  company  would  have  to  do 
would  be  to  print  enough  circulars  and 
prospectuses  to  go  round  to  all  its  share- 
holders, and  one  hundred  additional,  which 
could  be  scattered  broadcast  about  the 
streets  or  anywhere.  The  issue  would 
then  become  a  public  issue,  and  be  within 
the  provisions  of  the  clause.  The  whole 
thing  was  not  worth  fighting  about,  and 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  contended 
that  no  reason  whatever  had  been  shown 
why  a  private  company  should  be  allowed 
to  pay  underwriting  commission  on  the 
placing  of  shares  which  were  not  issued 
to  the  public.  In  other  words,  it  was 
argued  that  a  private  company  should  be 
allowed  to  pay  underwriting  commission 
for  issuing  shares  to  its  own  shareholders. 
He  could  understand  a  commission  being 
paid  for  outside  assistance  in  inducing 
members  of  the  public  to  subscribe,  as  in 
that  case  the  consideration  for  the  pay- 
ment was  the  service  thus  rendered.  If 
a  company  was  not  going  to  make  a  public 
issue  why  should  they  be  allowed  to  use 
these  agents  ?  The  whole  of  the  limita- 
tions were~placed  not  upon  shares  held  by 
the  public, "but  upon  those  held  by  persons 
who  were  not  members  of  the  public.  He 
thought  it  was  clear  that  an  issue  to  the 
public  was  an  issue  to  any  member  of 
the  public  who  came  forward  and  took 
shares  in  the  ordinary  way.  Why  should 
they  give  power  to  a  company  to  detract 
from  the  nominal  value  of  the  capital  by 
the  employment  of  brokers,  who  ought 
not  to  be  required  1  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  yield  to  the  pres- 
sure which  was  being  put  upon  them 
from  all  quarters  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOND  pointed  out  that  the  effect 
of  the  clause  was  simply  to  enable  com- 
panies to  issue  shares  at  a  discount.  Why 
should  a  company  be  allowed  to  issue  its 
shares  at  a  discount  ? 


Mr.  LOUGH  said  he  only  wished  to 
answer  one  question.  The  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  asked,  why  should 
&  rouuge&y  be  allowed  to  offer  shares  to 
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its  own  shareholders  at  a  discount  ?  At 
such  times  as  those  shares  were  offered 
there  might  be  some  very  good  reason. 
It  might  be  difficult  to  get  money,  and  it 
might  be  advisable  to  take  advantage  of 
some  bargain  that  had  been  offered  to 
the  company.  In  such  circumstances  the 
company  would  be  offering  to  all  its 
shareholders  somo  advantage.  He  wished 
to  ask  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  why 
should  it  be  an  unlawful  proceeding  with 


these  particular  companies,  while  it  might 
bo  quite  lawful  in  the  case  of  some  other 
companies  ?  Ho  hoped  the  House  would 
take  a  common-sense  view  of  this 
question. 


Question  put. 

The     House     divided : — Ayes, 
Noes,  61.     (Division  List  No.  236.) 
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Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bail  he,  James  E.B.(  Inverness 
Balcanes,  Lord 
fialfonr,Rt.Hn.A.J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraMW(Lee<ls 

Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beaeh,Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(BriKtol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Hentinck,  Lord  Henry  ('. 
Bethel],  Commander  " 
Big  rood,  James 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hn.  James 
Batcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Canon.  Kt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  II. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Kt.Hon.J.(Bir.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Kt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curaon,  Viscount 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,Rt.  HonSirWilliamHart 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Edward 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  SirRobertPenrose- 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 


AYES. 

f  Flower,  Ernest 

1  Foster,  Sir  Walter( Derby  Co.) 

I  Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn  A.  G.  rl .  (Cityof  Lond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Gorst,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnGJ(  St.  George's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
(J ray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Kt.  Hon  Lord(  Jeorge 

I   Hanbury,Rt. Hon. Koliert Win. 

!   Harwood,  (George 
Haync,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thoma**  Chas.  H. 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Houston,  K.  P. 
Jackson,  Kt  Hn.  Wm.  Ijawies 
Kay-Shuttleworth,Kt  HnSirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Keswick,  William 
Lamliert,  George 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks.) 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cum'land 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M1  Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Melville,  Beresford  valentine 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  Jamss 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasi)er(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Jas.  A.  (Wilts.,  S.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 


Murray,  C.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  ( Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Plun  kett,  Rt.  HnHoraceCurz'n 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ken  to ul,  James  Alexander 
j    Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepool 
j    Rickett,  J.  Coinpton 
|    Ridley,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
i    Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas. Thomson 
I    Robson,  William  Snowdon 
1    Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
|    Saunderson,  RtHonColEdw. J. 
Seeley,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Eilward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanark) 
Stanley,  Edward  J. (Somerset) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton ,  JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 
Warde,  Lieut-Col.  C.  E.(Kent) 
Wentworth,  B.  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley.Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrighteon,  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Coi nmander( Berks, E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Wairond  and 
Mr.  Anstrather. 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W. ) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Biflson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 


NOES. 

Bond,  Edward 

Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 

Boustiold,  William  Robert 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Cooke,C.W.Radcliffe(Herefd) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 


Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
liayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
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Hoare,  Ed.Brodie(Hampstead) 
Horn -man,  Frederick  John 
Howard,  Joseph 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William(Carnarvonsh.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas(Londonderry 
Long,  Col.  Chas.W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale.  John  Brownlee 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 

Words  inserted. 


{COMMONS} 

Morgan,  W  Pritchard(Merthyr 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Platt-Higgina,  Frederick 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stock' on-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh 
Shaw,  Charles  Ed w.  (Stafford) 
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Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  and  Mr. 
Faithful!  Beg*. 


Mr.  .HENDERSON  (Staffordshire,  W.) 
said  that  the  effect  of  the  Amendment  he 
had  to  move  was  to  treat  all  underwriters 
in  the  same  way.  It  was  a  fact  that  to- 
day a  colonial  or  a  foreign  issue  might  be 
dealt  with  in  this  way  without  disclosing 
the  fact.  Why  should  they  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  a  colonial  or  a  foreign 
company  and  the  interests  of  an  English 
company  1  Suppose  a  company  already  in 
existence  determined  upon  making  a  new 
issue  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  some 
additional  property.  That  property 
might  be  purchasable  to-day,  but  before 
the  company  could  get  its  money  to 
effect  the  purchase  it  had  to  call  its 
shareholders  together,  which  would  take 
from  seven  to  fourteen  days.  The  com- 
pany would  have  to  hold  a  confirmatory 
meeting,  and  at  least  a  month  would 
lapse  between  the  time  the  company  was 
in  a  position  to  obtain  the  money  by 
publication.  That  company  might  go  to 
the  underwriters  who  would  for  a  small 
commission  agree  to  underwrite  the 
transaction,  and  then  the  company  could 
proceed  at  once  to  make  its  bargain. 
Therefore  it  was  essential  that  this  under- 
writing should  be  done,  and  where  the 
commission  was  a  small  one  ho  did  not 
see  why  the  issue  should  be  prejudiced 
by  disclosure.  That  it  would  be  prejudiced 
was  clearly  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  it  stated  in  prospectuses 
as  an  inducement  to  the  public  to  sub- 
scribe that  no  part  of  the  capital  has  been 
underwritten.  Therefore  the  effect  of 
disclosing  that  the  capital  had  been  under- 
written must  be  detrimental.  Where  a 
large  commission  of  a  very  excessive 
character  was  paid  it  should  be  disclosed, 
for  that  would  do  away  with  a  good  deal 
of  fraud  and  dishonesty,  but  where  the 
sumjpaid  did  not  exceed  two  and  a-half 


per  cent,  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  disclose  it.  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  might 
very  well  accept  the  words  of  bis  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  4,  after  the  first  word  'and,' 
to  insert  the  words  'in  case  the  said  com- 
mission, with  brokeiage,  exceeds  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  are.'  "-—{Mr.  Hmderton.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  if  I  could  possibly  see  my  way 
I  should  be  only  too  glad  to  accept  his 
proposal.  I  will  briefly  state  the  reasons 
why  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  for  the 
Committee  to  accept  this  Amendment 
The  effect  of  it  would  be  to  create  two 
classes  of  underwriters,  one  class  dis- 
closed and  the  other  class  not  disclosed. 
You  would  thus  divide  companies  into 
two  categories,  and  the  effect  might  very 
well  be  to  leave  an  impression  on  the 
public  mind  that  those  companies  which 
did  not  disclose  were  really  of  a  superior 
kind  to  those  companies  which  did  disclose 
— which  paid  a  brokerage  of  over  2i 
per  cent.,  and  consequently  were  obliged 
to  disclose.  I  think  that  would  give  an 
erroneous  impression,  because  it  might  be 
just  as  reasonable  to  pay  4  or  5  per  cent  in 
one  case  as  to  pay  2£  per  cent  in  another.  It 
is  clear  that  there  is  in  some  cases  a  greater 
element  of  risk,  but  that  does  not  imply 
that  one  company  is  necessarily  a  better 
company  than  the  other  because  it  has  been 
underwritten  at  a  smaller  rate.  There 
is  no  slur  attached  to  any  company  which 
pays  a  commission  of  5  per  cent.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  the  drawing  of  this 
distinction  between  companies  paying 
2£  per  cent,  and  not  disclosing  and 
companies   paying  5  per  cent  and  dig- 
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closing  would  involve  an  invidious  com- 
parison between  the  two  companies.  That 
is  the  reason  why  I  think  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  accept  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  friend,  and  I  hope  he  will  not 
press  it. 

Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich) :  I  really  cannot  see  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  given  any  argument 
against  this  proposal  at  all.  If  the  public 
discriminate  by  the  fact  that  only  2£ 
per  cent,  is  paid,  then  they  are  verj' 
much  the  gainers,  because  anybody  who 
knows  anything  about  company  pro- 
moting knows  that  no  large  financial 
firm  would  take  over  the  responsibility 
of  a  large  issue  at  2£  per  cent,  unless  it 
was  a  good  company  which  would  com- 
mend itself  to  the  public  generally.  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  argu- 
ment in  regard  to  discriminating  between 
2£  per  cent,  and  a  larger  commission  tells 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment.  In  several 
cases  it  may  be  imperative  for  certain 
companies  to  have  money  at  a  certain 
time,  and  if  they  are  to  go  to  a  large 
issuing  office  and  tell  them  that  they 
want  the  money  immediately,  and  that 
the  underwriting  will  have  to  be  disclosed, 
that  prejudices  them  before  the  public, 
and  they  have  to  pay  a  larger  amount  for 
underwriting.  Therefore,  I  think  the 
Amendment  ought  to  recommend  itself 
to  the  House,  and  I  shall  be  extremely 
glad  to  support  it.  Underwriting  is  an 
assurance  that  the  issue  will  go  on,  and 
as  far  as  I  know  it  is  a  very  legitimate 
thing  to  have  an  insurance  for  a  large 
issue. 

Mr.  PHILIPPS :  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment  moved  by  the  hon.  Member 
forWest  Staffordshire,  who  is  an  authority 
upon  this  class  of  business.  From  such 
experience  as  I  have  had,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  right  when  he 
says  that  with  high  class  established  com- 
panies the  fact  that  they  should  be  com- 
Elled  to  disclose  when  a  commission 
:ger  than  2J  per  cent,  was  paid  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  success  of  those 
high  class  companies  and  would  act  as  a 
check  to  a  class  of  business  which  wo 
ought  to  encourage  rather  than  discour- 
age. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  said,  if  we  accepted  this 
Amendment  it  would  lead  to  two  classes 


of  underwriting,  and  that  you  would  have 
disclosed  and  undisclosed  underwriting. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Attorney 
General  fondly  imagines  that  by  this 
clause  ho  is  going  to  limit  the  question  to 
disclosed  and  undisclosed  underwriting. 
I  am  convinced  that  if  this  clauso  becomes 
law  as  it  stands,  it  is  going  to  open  the 
door  to  more  swindles  than  the  Bill  iticlf 
is  going  to  stop.  It  has  to  be  remembered 
that  in  dealing  with  company  promoters 
you  are  dealing  with  one  of  the  cleverest 
and  one  of  the  most  unscrupulous  classes 
in  the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  some  little  time  ago  that  it 
would  be  a  most  excellent  thing  for  a 
company  to  be  able  to  say  in  its  pro- 
spectus that  it  had  paid  five  per  cent,  for 
issuing  its  capital.  Supposing  a  manu- 
facturing concern  is  issued  to  the  public 
in  £1  shaves,  and  the  directors  say  in  per- 
fect good  faith  in  the  prospectus  that  they 
have  underwritten  the  £1  shares  to  the 
extent  of  3d.  a  share.  In  that  case 
it  would  have  a  very  good  effect  on  the 
public,  and  would  induce  them  to  sub- 
scribe. What  is  going  to  prevent  the 
promoter  of  a  shady  company  from  let- 
ting the  directors  pay  one  and  a  quarter 
per  cent,  while  he  pays  the  rest  himself  ? 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  he  thought  that  the 
Amendment  was  a  very  moderate  one, 
and  that  the  House  did  not  realise  the 
careful  limit  which  was  embodied  in  it. 
Any  hon.  Member  who  had  listened  to 
the  speeches  must  have  felt  that  if  the 
Amendment  were  not  accepted  a  certain 
class  of  very  good  business  would  be  put 
a  stop  to.  Supposing  that  half  a  million 
of  money  were  required,  a  prospectus 
could  not  be  got  out  in  an  hour  or  a  day, 
but  the  money  could  be  obtained  in  a 
few  hours  by  paying  brokerage.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  seemed  to  think  that  a  statement  in 
the  prospectus  that  brokerage  had  been 
paid  would  prejudice  the  issue;  but  people 
would  say  when  they  read  that  statement 
that  they  would  also  take  shares  if  they 
got  2i  per  cent,  brokerage,  but  they  could 
not  then  get  it,  because  it  had  been  paid 
for  getting  the  money  perhaps  months 
before.  That  was  the  worst  of  such 
skilfully  drawn  clauses.  They  often 
interfered  with  business  that  was  not 
fraudulent  or  undesirable,  and  he  thought 
the  House  should  consider  well  before 
rejecting  the  Amendment, 
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Mr.  BOUfcFIELD  mid  that  the  argu- 
ments /which  had  been  tisied  in  favour  of 
the  Amendment  were  in  \m  opinion  rather 
against  it,  It  was  urged  that  if  2j  per 
cent,  brokerage  had  been  paid,  and  if  that 
faet  were  published  in  the  prospectus,  it 
would  prejudice  the  success  of  the  issue. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  if  such  a  statement 
of  faet  did  prejudice  the  issue  it  ought  to 
be  disclosed  to  the  public  According  to 
the  hypothesis  of  the  hon.  Members  who 
supported  the  Amendment,  if  he  read  the 
prospectus    without    knowing    that   the 


shares  bad  been  underwritten, 
subscribe,  but  if  he  did  know  he  wouli 
not    subscribe.     The    clause  odv  made 

certain  things  legal  which    were  biC 
illegal,  and  it  was  (juite  right  to  im 
on  a  company  the  obligation  of  stating  i 
its  prospectus  that  a  commission  had  ' 
paid. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  44  ;  Noes, 
128,     (Division  List  No.  237/) 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Cambridge,  Emerson 
Kan  bury  t  Frederick  George 
Hi  1 1  son,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bonsor,  Henry  Coamo  Ortne 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clark,  Dr,  Q.  B. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Lout* 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chat,  \l*>  ,uly 
Doogan,  I\  C, 
Duuk  worth,  J  amen 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
<abba,Hn.A.G.U,(Cyof  Uwi 
liar  wood,  Geoi-ge 
Haydeu,  John  Patrick 


AYES. 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Jameson,  Major  J,  Eustace 
La  wson,Sir  W  LI  f  rid  ( C  u  i  nb'land 
Lea,  BixTboma4(  Londonderry ) 
,  Col*  (  'hnH.W,(  Evesham} 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Midiee,  Richard 
M'Lend,  John 
Morgan,  W.  1\  (Merthyr) 
Morton,  Edw.  J,G  ( Devon |K>rt) 
Muritz,  Philip  A. 
u'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Paaae,  H  er  ber  t  P  i  k  e  ( par  1  i  n  ^  t  *  n 
Perks,  Robert  Willi  am 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 


irgh 

L;irsan 


Provand,  Andrew  Dry hnrgh 
Remnant,  James  Faruuharaon 
Samuel,  -1,  (Stockton -on 
Smith,  James  Parker  (LaaarJu. 
Steadman,  Will  lain  Charles 
.Sullivan,  Donal  (Weal 
Tanner,  (.'harlot  K earns 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Wentworth,  Brace  C.  \  emon 
Wilson,  John  (Durham, 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.&81 
Yoxal],Jann 

Tsl^vbs    roi   the  Atb- 

Mr.    Hendernon    and     Mr 
(awley. 


Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balearic,  Lord 
Halfmir.Rt.  Hii.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Hal  four  J  a,  il  n.  I  '*.  \\\  (Uedn) 
Bayley,  Thomas  ( I  terbyahire) 
Beach,  Rt.Hn,SirM+H;(  Bristol 
Beg^,  Funltnarxl  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
■  nek,  Lord  Henry  t\ 
Beth  c  LI,  Commander 
]  ili md ul I,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bous  field,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt,  Hn.  St.  John 
liivce,  lit,  Hon.  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
» "a  I  dwell,  James 
Carson,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  II. 
Cavendiah,  \\  C.  W.  (Derby a 
I  Veil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
I  «i-il,  Lord  Hujrli  (Greenwich) 
(Mmmher)a]n,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
C  ham  be  rlai  n,  J .  Austen{  Wore*  r 
Chaplin,  RL  Hon.   Henry 
Cognill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coliings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbe  tt ,  A.  Cam  er  on  { Glasgo  w ) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Croaa,  H,  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Daviea,M.  Vaugh an  (Cardigan 
Disraeli,  Cuningsby  Ralph 


Donglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DyketKt.  Hon  Kir  Willi  am  Hart 
Enimott,  All i -d 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fell  o  wes,  H  on*  A  it  wy  u  Ed  ward 
Finch,  George  H« 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  Willi  a  in  Hayes 
FRzGerald,  Sir  Kub.' Pen  rose- 
Fit  ■  Wy  grain.  General  Sir  F, 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  fcroesl 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred* 
Gorat,  lit,  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,IUHnGJ  (St  George's 
Gosehen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W.  I).  (Wednesbury) 
Greviile,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt,  Hon,  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon,  Charles  Scale- 
Ileal  ey  t  Mmrwe  (Curk) 
Hedderwii'k.TliomaaCli&rleaH 
Hoare,  Va\  w.  Br«?die(  Hampste'd 
Mollanil,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  fi.  F. 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvanah* 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHiis 
Kcarley,  Hudson  K. 
Lnm1>ert,  George 


l^wre  are,  Si  r  E,  D  urn  i  u 
Law  son,  John  Grant  {\\ 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Ca. 
lale,  John  Brown  tee 
Lowles,  John 

Macartney,  \\\  ii,  KlliBoa 
Maedona,  John  Camti 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
M*Arthur,  William  tCora 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey  -  Alain  waring.  H  n .  W   i 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mi  I  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monekton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Mure,  RobL  J.  (Shropshire^ 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Mourn  i 
Morrell,  George  Herliert 
Morrison,  J.  A.  ( Wilta.  J 
Morton,  ArthurH.A(Dept 
Murray,  Rt,  Hn.  A.  * 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (< 
Mnrray,  CoL  Wyndbam(F 
Nicol,  Donald  mnian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Phil] potts,  Captain  Arthur 
PI mt  Higgins,  Freded&k 
Piunkett,  Rt  H  n  HoraceCnrron 
Powell,   Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  Jatne^ 
Reokitt,  Harold  James 
Rentuul,  James  Alexander 
Richarda,  Henry  Charle* 
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Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepl.)  i 
Ridley.Kt.  Hn.  Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Cha?.  Thomson  ! 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney)  , 
Rohson,  William  Snowdon  , 
Ruaell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T.  ! 
Shaw,  Charles  Ed w.  (Stafford)  , 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B. )  | 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford)  i 


{24  July  1900} 

Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taugart 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  N. 
Tollemaclie,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wardo,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
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Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouso,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wri^htson,  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Commander  (Berks, E. 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


*Mr.      LAWSON      WALTON:    The 
Amendment  which  I  now  move  provides 
that   "  where  no    prospectus  is  issued  a 
memorandum  complying  with  the  terms 
of  this  section  shall  be  filed."    The  House 
will  have  observed  that  the  machinery 
of    this    Bill    provides    that    the    pro- 
spectus   of    a    company    should  contain 
certain      particulars,      and      that      the 
discipline  which  is  exercised  by  the  Bill, 
is  exercised  largely  by  means  of  the  pro- 
spectus.    It  is  necessary   that  the  pro- 
ipectus  shall  contain  the  names   of   the 
vendors,  the   amount  of    the    purchase- 
money  and  various  other  particulars,  and 
after  the  prospectus  has  been  issued  to 
(he  public,  there  is  a  provision  that   it 
must  be  filed.     There  are,  therefore,  two 
steps  to  be  taken  for  the  public  protec- 
tion.    One  is  the  issue  of  prospectus  con- 
taining   certain    information,    and     the 
second    is  the  filing  of    the  prospectus, 
giving  the  documentary  history  of    the 
company,  and  the  first  stops  which  were 
taken  with  reference  to  it.     The  result  is 
that  two  classes  of  the  community  receive 
valuable  assistance — one,  the  persons  who 
are  appealed  to  to  subscribe  for  shares, 
and  tne  other,  the  persons  who  might  be 
invited  to  give  credit   to  the  company. 
There  is  a  door,  however,  in  the  provision 
which  I  hope  to  close.     There  is  a  large 
number  of  companies  that  issue  no  pro- 
spectuses, because  it  is  inconvenient,  and 
the  promoters  may  be  able  to  place  the 
capital     by    some    other    means.       The 
syndicate    which     forms     the    company 
manages  by  means  of  personal  recommen- 
dation to  place  its  original  capital,  and 
having  placed  its  original  capital,  it   is 
then  enabled  to  create  a  market  for  the 
shares,  and    the    mere    transactions    on 
the  market  and    the  quotations  of    the 
shares  advertise  the  company,  and    the 
public  are  drawn  in  without  knowing 
anything  about  it  except  that  the  shares 
are  being  dealt  in  and  are  likely  to  go  to 
a  premium.     That  is  the  state  of  things 
under  the  existing  law,   and   it  will   be 
enormously  increased  by  the  present  Bill, 
which  imposes  such  stringent  restrictions 

VOL.  LXXXVI.    [Founm  Semes.] 


on  the  issue  of  prospectuses.  If  under 
the  existing  law  there  are  a  number  of 
companies  which  issue  no  prospectuses, 
how  many  more  will  not  come  before  the 
public  without  the  instrumentality  of  a 
prospectus  when  under  this  Bill  various 
stringent  requirements  must  be  complied 
with  by  all  persons  issuing  documents  of 
that  kind.  Therefore  I  propose  to  check 
the  abuse  by  enabling  any  shareholder  or 
creditor  to  find  out  the  history,  main 
features,  and  formation  of  such  companies. 
A  company  is  registered,  its  shares  are 
placed,  but  without  this  Amendment 
there  will  be  no  record  filed  of  the 
original  shareholders  or  directors,  or  the 
subscribed  capital,  or  any  of  the  par- 
ticulars that  are  required  to  be  given  in  a 
prospectus.  What  I  propose  is  that  where 
a  company  issues  no  prospectus,  a  memo- 
randum compiled  under  the  requirements 
of  this  section  shall  be  placed  upon  record, 
and  shall  be  accessible  to  every  share- 
holder who  may  have  bought  shares  in 
the  company,  and  to  every  person  who 
may,  perhaps,  have  given  credit  to  the 
company.  We  have  what  has  been 
described  already  as  one  man  com- 
panies. The  one  man  company  is  a 
private  concern ;  it  does  not  issue 
its  capital  to  the  public,  and  all  the 
shares  are  held  by  one  man  and  by  one  or 
two  other  persons  under  his  control. 
There  is  a  case  of  a  one-man  company 
which  will  be  found  in  the  House  of  Lords 
Reports  for  1897.  It  is  the  case  of 
Solomon  v.  Solomon  and  Co.  The  com- 
pany had  a  capital  of  30,007  shares,  of 
which  30,000  were  held  by  Mr.  Solomon 
and  the  remaining  seven  by  seven  of  his 
nominees.  Not  only  did  Mr.  Solomon 
hold  all  the  share  capital,  but  he  also  held 
£20,000  of  debentures,  and  ho  controlled 
the  company  with  respect  to  all  its  trans- 
actions and  in  relation  to  the  whole  of  its 
profits.  Under  this  Bill,  unless  my 
Amendment  is  adopted,  such  a  condition 
of  things  will  not  be  recorded,  and  a  com- 
pany not  issuing  a  prospectus  will  not 
come  within  the  operation  of  this  section. 
The  transactions  will  be    carried  out  in 
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complete  secrecy,  and  at  a  subsequent 
date,  after  the  shares  have  been  placed  on 
the  market,  a  shareholder  may  say,  "  I 
want  to  know  something  about  this  com- 
pany. Had  it  ever  a  prospectus  1 "  and 
the  answer  will  be,  "  I  do  not  know." 
Then  the  shareholder  may  ask,  "  Under 
what  circumstances  was  it  issued  1 "  and 
the  answer  will  be,  "  No  one  can  tell." 
There  is  no  memorandum 
either  for  the  information 
sequent  investors  or,  what  may  be 
more  important  to  the  community, 
to  enable  traders  to  ascertain  whether 
they  are  dealing  with  a  company  which 
is  responsible  for  its  debts.  It  is  said 
that  this  Amendment  will  press  hardly 
on  honest  private  companies.  Assuming 
that  a  private  company  places  its  capital 
without  issuing  a  prospectus,  I  ask  the 


complying  with  the  terms  of  thw  lection  shall 
be  filed  in  manner  aforesaid.' "—  [Mr.  Lawton 
Walton.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Sir  ROBERT    FINLAY:    I    woukl 
point  out  to  the  House  that  we  would  be 
available  I  occasioning  very  considerable  hardship  if 
of    sub- 1  we  were  ^  imp0ge  au  the  requirements 
of  Section  12  on  a  very  large  and  respect- 
able class  of  companies  which  are  solely 
private  companies.     They  would  resent 
being  required  to  give  these  particulars. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  says  that  if 
wedonotrequiresuch  astatement  as  hesug- 
gests  we  leave  the  door  open  to  very  great 
abuse.     We  have  endeavoured  to  provide 


House  to  consider  whether,  with  perhaps    ty  Section  12  for  the  protection  of  the 


one  exception,  any  of  the  requirements  of 
this  section  are  such  as  any  honest  com- 
pany could  object  to.  For  instance,  no 
honest  company  would  object  to  stating 
the  names  of  its  shareholders,  how  many 
shares  had  been  allotted,  and  other  similar 
information.  But  even  if  there  is  some 
secrecy  in  regard  to  these  matters,  is  it 
not  reasonable  that  these  companies,  for 
the  very  great  advantage  they  obtain  in 
the  way  of  limiting  their  liability,  should 
conform  to  some  standard  of  publicity  as 
regards  their  origin  ?  If  a  private  concern 
seeks  to  have  the  immense  advantage  of 
limiting  its  liability,  should  it  not  give  to 
the  public  some  information  with  regard 
to  its  formation,  and  enable  traders  to 
judge  whether  or  not  a  concern  to  which 
they  are  invited  to  give  credit  is  or  is 
not  responsible  1  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  lightly  dismiss  this  Amendment.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  many  Members  regard 
it  as  vital  to  the  Bill,  and  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  unless  you  distinctly  intimate 
to  future  company  promoters  that 
this  information  must  be  given  either  by 
means  of  a  memorandum  or  in  a  pro- 
spectus you  will  leave  the  investor  in  the 
future  quite  as  much  in  the  dark  es  to  a 
company's  origin  as  he  is  at  present,  and 
will  give  the  creditor  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  information  to  which  he  is 
entitled,  and  which  he  will  obtain  if  this 
Amendment  is  adopted. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  6,  line  33,  after  the  word  '  filed,' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words  '  (4) 
Where  no  prospectus  is  issued  a  memorandum 

Mr.  Lawson  JFaltmu 


public  whenever  a  prospectus  is  issued, 
and  when  the  public  are  invited  to  sub- 
scribe for  shares.  The  argument  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  is  that  companies 
will  endeavour  to  avoid  the  requirements 
of  Section  12  by  having  no  prospectus 
at  all,  that  all  the  shares  will  be  allotted 
to  the  promoter  or  an  agent  of  his,  and  that 
then  the  promoter  will  sell  the  shares 
on  the  Stock  Exchange,  and  that  by  that- 
means  a  market  will  be  created  for  them. 
The  trick  against  which  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  wishes  to  guard  is  not 
a  very  common  one,  although  it  has 
come  before  the  courts  on  certain 
occasions.  If  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  apprehends  that  shoddy  companies 
will  avoid  the  issue  of  prospectuses  in 
order  that  their  shares  may  be  put  upon 
the  market  by  the  promoters,  the 
Amendment  will  not  meet  the  case. 
The  public  will  look  askance  at  any  under- 
taking launched  in  that  way,  and  I  would 
ask  the  House  not  to  accept  the  proposal, 
which  would  put  upon  perfectly  respect- 
able people  a  burden  they  would  very 
much  resent,  in  order  to  prevent  a  possible 
evil,  the  extent  of  which  I  think  has 
been  very  greatly  exaggerated  I  think 
the  House  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
evil  is  one  which  will  tend  to  cure  itself, 
because  if  a  shady  company  appears  with- 
out a  prospectus  the  public  will  avoid  it, 
md  for  these  reasons  I  trust  the  House 
will  not  accept  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  MARKS  said  that  the  view  of  the 

public  with  regard  to  companies  which 

I  did  not  issue  prospectuses  was  not  quite 
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the  same  as  the  Attorney  General  seemed 
to  imagine.    On  the  contrary,  the  com- 
pany which  issued  a  prospectus  did  not 
stand    in    such  great    favour  with   the 
speculating  public  as  the  company  which 
did  not.     There  was   a  certain  charm 
about  mystery,  and  the  public  were  in- 
duced by  this,  that,  and  the  other  rumour 
to  rush  in  and  buy  certain  shares,  so  that 
▼hen  the  inevitable  collapse  came  it  was 
impossible  to   bring  home  the  responsi- 
bility to  the    authors    of    the    scheme. 
He   therefore    considered    the    sugges- 
tion embodied    in    the    Amendment    of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
Leeds  to  be  an  admirable  one  in  itself, 
and  one  which  was  vital  to  the  perfection 
of  the  scheme  before*  the  House.     The 
public  which  required  protection  was  not 
the  public  assailed  with  prospectuses.     A 
prospectus    could     be    laid    before    ex- 
perienced people ;  contracts  might  be  in- 
spected, and  inquiries  made ;  but  when  no 
Xwospectus  whatevor  was  issued  the  public 
»rere  at  the  mercy  of  the  hidden  promoter, 
suid  that  was  the  class  of  company  in  re- 
gard to  which  people  required  to  be  pro- 
tected.    But  'the  Bill  before  the  House 
Save    no  protection    whatever    in    that 
irection.     They  were  told   that  if  any 
attempt  was  made  to  deal  with  this  ob- 
vious evil,  they  would  be  unduly  oppress- 
ing purely  private  companies.     What  was 
a  purely  private  company  1    There  were 
many  companies  founded  to  take  over 
the  businesses  of  well-established  firms, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  shares   were  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  partners  in  the  firm, 
very  few  reaching  the  customers  and  the 
general  public.     So  long  as  the  business 
was  profitable  the  company  continued  to 
be  a  private  company,  but  as  soon  as  the 

Crofits  commenced  to  decline  the  company 
egan  gradually  to  become  a  public  com- 
pany. One  might  sometimes  test  the 
good  faith  of  the  so-called  private 
company  by  the  announcement  made  in 
the  prospectus  that  a  quotation  and  settle- 
ment would  be  applied  for  on  the  Stock 
Exchange.  If  the  public  were  to  be  pro- 
tected from  this  class  of  scheme,  there 
must  be  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
memorandum  filed  at  the  time  of  the 
registration  of  the  company.  That  memo- 
randum need  not  be  of  an  exhaustive 
character  or  reveal  any  sacred  secrets  of 
a  private  business.  It  might  merely  set 
forth  the  name  of  the  person  who  sold  the 
business,the  date  of  the  sale,  the  price 
paid,  how  much  of  that  price  was  in  cash 


and  how  much  in  shares,  and  the  class 
and  numbers  of  the  shares  devoted  to  the 
purchase-money.  The  public,  if  they 
bought  those  shares  in  the  market  in  the 
future,  would  then  be  able  to  ascertain 
whether  they  were  buying  vendor's  shares 
or  not.  A  few  such  precautions,  without 
acting  detrimentally  to  genuine  private 
companies,  would  serve  to  protect  the 
public.  The  class  of  company  which  had 
fluctuated  in  recent  years  more  than  any 
other  was  the  mining  class.  He  believed 
he  was  correct  in  saying  that  not  a  single 
prospectus  was  issued  in  connection  with 
any  of  the  Barnato  group,  and  there  never 
was  a  set  of  companies  which  at  one  time 
had  stood  so  high  and  afterwards  come  so 
low.  He  certainly  hoped  that  some  such 
Amendment  as  that  before  the  House 
would  be  incorporated  in  the  Bill.  Such 
an  Amendment  would  remove  a  very 
serious  flaw  in  what 
an  useful  measure. 


might  otherwise  be 


Major  JAMESON  characterised  the 
Amendment  as  absolute  nonsense.  By  it  the 
House  would  be  legislating  for  one-man  com- 
panies, and  there  wa3  already  quite  enough 
such  legislation.  It  seemed  to  be  argued 
that  private  companies  should  have  none 
of  the  privileges  but  all  the  disabilities  of 
oublic  companies,  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  vote  with  the  Government 
against  this  Amendment. 


♦Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  (Lincolnshire, 
Gainsborough)  apprehended  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  Bill  was  to  protect  the 
ordinary  speculator  and  investor,  and 
he  could  not  conceive  the  use  of  the 
House  wasting  its  time  in  trying  to 
protect  the  careless  gambler.  Nobody 
who  bought  shares  in  a  Barnato  company 
deserved  to  be  protected  by  a  Bill  passed 
through  the  House.  Such  a  man  could 
not  claim  to  have  been  misled  ;  he  simpty 
saw  shares  rising  in  the  market,  and, 
without  any  information,  made  up  his 
mind  to  speculate  in  them.  The  House 
would  not  be  justified  in  spending  time 
in  protecting  people  of  that  class. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  35  •>  Noes, 
107.     (Division  List  No.  238.) 
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Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.B. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawley.  Frederick 
Clark;  Dr.  G.  B. 
Crombie,  John  William 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 


Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt  HnGerald  W.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  SirEdw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J  Austen(Worc*r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Collinga,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(  Heref 'd) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Disraeli,  Coningsby.  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,Rt.  HonSir  WilliamHart 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowos,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRobertPenrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
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AYES. 

Healey,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy.Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonsh.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M' Arthur,  Wm.  (Cornwall) 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Morton,  Ed.  J.  C.  (Devon port) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Pease, Herb. Pike  (Darlington) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 

NOES. 

Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H(CityofLond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
GoschenjRtHnGJ^StGeorge's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Camftron 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Keswick,  William 
Lawrence,SirE.  Dur  nine- (Corn 
Lawsop,  John  Grant  ( Yorks.) 
Lea,SirThomas  (Londonderry) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Cume 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,*  John  Gumming 
M4Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Ma^sey-Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan ,  Pin.  F.  ( Monmouthsh. 
Morrell,  George  HerWt 
Morrison, James  A.  (Wilts.,  S.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
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Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wettineath) 
Wedderburn,Sir  William 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Lawson  Walton  and 
Mr.  Billson. 


Murray, RtHnA.Graham(  Bate 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Phillpotts,  Capt.  Arthur 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt  Hn  HoraceCnrzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stanley;  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Warde,  Lieut -Col.  C.  E.(Keut 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hon.  E.  R  (B'th 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon. C.B. Stuart 
Wrightson,  Thomas 
WyUe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Commander  ( Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  I  rise  now 
[12.15]  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  I  think  that  the  Government 
have  done  a  very  good  day's  work 
indeed.  Many  of  us  have  been  here 
since  noon. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  When  the  House  has 
agreed  to  suspend  the  Twelve  o'clock 
Rule  it  is  not  the  custom  for  the  Chair  to 
accept  a  motion  of  this  kind  so  soon  after 
midnight. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  We  have 
to  meet  again  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  and  in  those  circumstances  I 
think    the  Government    might    con&ewt 


Eleven    clauses 
and  the  twelfth 


to  an  adjournment, 
have  now  been  passed, 
clause  is  one  which  requires  very 
careful  consideration.  The  Standing 
Committee  only  reported  upon  this  Bill 
on  Thursday,  and  we  actually  did  not  get 
the  Bill  in  type  until  yesterday  morning, 
and  we  have  only  had  one  day  to  look 
into  the  matter.  In  these  circumstances 
I  think  the  Government  might  be  content 
with  their  success  in  getting  eleven  clauses 
passed,  and  I  hope  the  Government  will 
accept  this  motion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  On 
a   point  of  order.      Is  this  a  Coercion 


*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Then  I  will  put  it  to 
the  House. 


1153  Companies  {24  July  1900}  ML 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  have  the  power,  )  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir. 
under  the  Standing  Order,  either  to  refuse 
this  motion,  or  to  put  it  to  the  House 
forthwith.  I  will  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  they 
approve  it  or  not,  and  f  will  put  it  to  the 
House  forthwith. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  Do  you  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
should  say  a  word,  or  do  you  wish  to  put 
the  question  at  once  ] 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  accept  the  motion  1 
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*Mr.   SYDNEY  GEDUE: 
wish  to  go  to  a  division. 


I   have   no 


Question  put  — 

"That  further  proceeding 
sideration,  as  amended,  be 
journed." 


on 
now 


con- 
ad- 


The  House  divided  :— Aves,  32  ;  Noes, 
101.     (Division  List  No.  239.) 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bainbridge,  E'uerson 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  B. 
Bilkon,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thon* as  Dolling 
Bryce,  fit.  Hon.  James 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chamngton,  Spencer 
Cronibie,  John  William 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Emniott,  Alfred 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 


Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  KtHnGeraldW  ( Leeds 
BonfrarVf  Frederick  George 
Beach.  Kt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonnfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Carson,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbysh 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Ut.  Hn.J.(Birm 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Wore' 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(  Heref  d) 
Corbett, A. Cameron  ((J lasgo w ) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd(  Bolton) 
Cunpu,  Viscount 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Ed  ward 
Finch,  Georce  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  WTilliam  Hayes 
FitzGeraldjSirRohertPenrose- 
Fitz  Wyeram,  General  Sir  F. 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Gibh*,Hn.  A.G.  H.(Cy  of  Lond. 

Mr.  II.  S.  FOSTER 
from  Clause  12  the  provision  that  every 
prospectus  must  contain  the  names,  des- 


AYES. 

Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cum'land 
Lea,SirThomas  (Londonderry) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M«  Arthur,  William( Corn  wall) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.(I)evonport) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 

NOES. 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Go^chen,  RtHnGJ(StGcorge's 
Goschen,  Geo.  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hay  den*  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Keswick,  William 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.  (Cornw'll) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,John  Cumming. 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Massey-Main  waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  Robt.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.  ( Monmouth. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  A.  ( Wilts.  ,S. ) 
Morton,  ArtlmrH.  A.(Deptford 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  ( Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

moved   to   omit 


Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Shaw,  Chas.  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  K earns 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  Jno.T.awson  (LeedsS. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 

Tellers   for   the   Ayes- 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr.  Bill  so  a 


O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  ( Darlington 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  II.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,Rt.  dn.SirMatthewW. 
I  litchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tvrone) 
Seoly,  Charles  Hilton 
Smith,JamesParker(Lanark8i 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.lStrand) 
S  tan  1  ey ,  Ed  ward  J.  ( Somerset ) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
TomIinson,William  E  Murray 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col. C.E.( Kent) 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Woodhouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wrij|htson,  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Commander(  Berks,  E. ) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruthcr. 


cription,  and  addressed  of  the  signatories 
to  the  Memorandum  of  Association  and 
the  number  of  shares  subsmlKsd  lot  b^ 
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them  respectively.  The  prospectus 
already  had  to  contain  a  vast  number  of 
clauses  giving  general  information.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Memorandum  was  so 
extensive  that  it  had  to  be  printed  in 
very  small  type,  and  it  was  doubtful 
whether  one  person  in  10,000  ever  read 
it.  It  was  therefore  absurd  to  require  to 
be  added  to  that  the  information  here 
provided  for,  which  was  perfectly  un- 
necessary, of  no  value,  and  would  mini- 
mise the  value  of  the  other  information 
for  which  the  clause  provided. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words 
rmi    t.ii A  wmvl    <  association,'    to    the    word 


from   the  word 
1  the/  in  line  39. 


-{Mr.  H.  S.  Foster.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  KITCHIE  was  of  opinion  that  this 
information  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
public  in  a  prospectus. 

Mr.  BRODIE  HOARE :  Why  should 
it  be  given  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  For  information. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  did  not  think  any- 
body would  pay  the  slightest  attention 
to  the  persons  who  signed  the  Memo- 
randum, as  they  were  usually  solicitors' 
clerks,  and  there  was  really  no  importance 
attached  to  it.  This  certainly  was  a  very 
trivial  matter. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  said  there  was  a 
very  good  reason  for  not  burdening  a  pro- 
spectus with  valueless  information.  The 
more  stuff  was  put  in  the  less  likely  were 
people  to  read  it.  What  was  desired  was 
that  the  pith  of  the  matter  should  be 
given.  If  he  desired  to  take  people  in 
he  should  put  into  the  prospectus  every 
possible  bit  of  nonsense,  because  then  the 
people  would  tire  of  reading  it. 

*Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  thought  nothing 
existed  in  a  prospectus  more  weighty 
than  the  names  therein  given,  and  cer- 
tainly it  would  take  away  from  their  value 
if  the  prospectus  wore  crowded  with  names 
which  were  absolutely  unimportant. 

Major  JAMESON  cordially  agreed 
with  the  Amendment.  If  everything  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman   desired   was    in- 

Mr.  H.  S.  Foster. 


I  serted  the  prospectus  would  extend  to 

|  greater  length  than  the  New  Testament, 

i  and  to  put  in  line  after  line  which  would 

j  not  have  the  slightest  meaning  to  the 

i  persons    concerned    was    most     absurd. 

|  The    only   persons    who    would    benefit 

i  by  such   information    being  given  were 

\  newspaper     proprietors,     who     received 

Is.  6d.  per  line  for  advertising  the  pro 

spectuses,  but  surely  that  was  not   the 

desire  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade.     So  far  from  people  being  kept 

out  of  difficulty  by  having  line  after  line 

of  this  rigmarole  put  in,  they  would  be 

plunged  in  deeper  and  deeper,  and  not 

the  slightest  good   would  result.     The 

House  should,  as  business  men,  support 

the  Amendment. 

I  Mr.  LOWE  (Birmingham,  Edgbaston) 
joined  in  the  appeal  that  the  Amendment 
should  be  accepted.  His  experience  was 
that  the  signatories  of  the  Memorandum 

j  were  not  looked  upon  as  at  all  material ; 

j  whether  a  person  took  five  or  500  shares, 
he  usually  signed  simply  for  one  share, 
and  this  information  would  not  be  of  the 

1  slightest  value. 

'      Mr.  BILLSON  (Halifax)  said  the  reason 

1  the  Memorandum  was  usually  signed  by 

obscure  persons  was  that  it  was  merely  a 

i  matter  of  convenience,  but  if   this  pro- 

|  vision  was  made  pains  would  be  taken  in 

i  future  that  persons  having  a  real  interest 

!  in  the  concern  should  sign.    As  to  benefit- 

i  ing  newspaper  proprietors,  the  clause  did 

l  not  require  that  the  n  imes    should  be 

<  advertised,  but  merely  that  the  prospectus 

should  contain  them.  Usually  an  abridged 

prospectus  was  advertised,  so  there  was 

I  no  force  in  that  objection. 

Mr.  LOUGH  believed  the  advertise- 
\  ment  of  an  abridged  prospectus  was 
\  always  looked  upon  with  suspicion. 
The  argument  that  substantial  signa- 
tories would  be  obtained  simply  because 
they  would  be  published  was  purely 
conjectural.  Not  a  single  word  had 
been  said  in  favour  of  the  clause,  and 
he  thought  the  Government,  in  deference 
to  their  many  supporters  who  had  spoken 
against  this  clause,  should  give  some 
further  reason  for  resisting  this  Amend- 
ment. If  the  Solicitor  General  could 
give  some  legal  reason  of  any  kind  for  this 
extraordinary  proposal  it  might  not  be 
necessary  to  go  to  a  division. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  this  Amend-  ■  or  other  invitation  offering  to  the  public  for 
ment  raised  a  very  important  question,    subscription  or  purchase  any  shares  or  <lel.i»i- 

i-u  v^ili.1.       ?A  1    tures  of  a  company. 

which  was  emphasised  by  the  statement  \  ^ 

of  the  hon.  Member  in  regard  to  abridged  i  Any  advertisement  issued  must  contain 

prospectuses.     If  the  hon.  Member  would  !  all  the  matter  provided  for  in  that  clause. 

refer  to  the  definition  of  prospectus  in 


Clause  34  he  would  find  the  following 
explanation — 

"The  expression  *  prospectus'  means  any 
prospectus,    notice,    circular,    advertisement, 


Question  put. 

The    House    divided  :  —  Ayes,    102  : 
Noes,  18.     (Division  List  No.  240.) 


Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour.Rt  HnGeraldW(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  ( Bristol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Billaon,  Alfred 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bouafield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Caldwell,  James 
Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
GaYendish,V.C.W.(Derbysh. 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J(  Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon  Jesse 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe  (Heref  d 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Canon,  Viscount 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robt.  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitatierald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 


Bainbridge,  Emerson 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth 

Lawson,SirWUfrid(Cumb>land 

Amendment  proposed — 

•'  In  page  7,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  specif y- 
ing,' to  insert  the  words 'if  possible.*"— {Mr. 
H.S.  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'if  possible'  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  It  is  clear  that  if  no 
amount  has  been  paid  for  goodwill  it  will 
not  be  put  in,  but  if  any  amount  has 
been  paid  for  goodwill  then  it  should  be 
put  in. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


AYES. 

Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.h.(CityofLon. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
GoschenJUHnG.JlStGeorge's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  Waif  ordD(  Wednesbury 
Greville,  Hon  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn. Lord  George 
Hanburv,  Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hay ne,  Kt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  Willi*m(Carnarv,nshire 
L*wrence,SirE.  I)urning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett^  Henry  Currie 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M 'Arthur.  Charles  (Liverpool 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.(  Monm' thsh.  j 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  A.  (Wilts,  S.)  . 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford)    ! 
Murray,  Rt  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute  I 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry)    | 
Murray,Col.  Wyndliam  (Bath)  : 

NOES. 

Lea,  Sir  Thomas  ( London dy.)    : 
Lough,  Thomas  ! 

Lowe,  Francis  William 
Macaleene,  Daniel  > 

M 'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 


Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(  Darling  t '  i  i 
Phillpotts,  Oaptein  Arthur 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,Rt  HnHoraceCurzou 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Ren tou I,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,Sir'f1ho8.  ( Hartlenl 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Pin.  Chas.  Thomson 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  James  Parker(  Lanark*) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  I).  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Ewd.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warde,  Lieut.  -Col.  C.  E.  ( Ken  t ) 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.K.(Batli 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.  C.  B. Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndliam,  George 
Tellers   for  thk   Ayes- 

Sir  William  Walrond  aid 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatli) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wcdderburn,  Sir  William 
Tellers    for   the   Noes  - 

Major    Jameson    and    Mr. 

T.  I).  Bolton. 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  proposed  an  Amend- 
ment in  line  35.  Two  or  three  times 
they  had  had  the  case  put  which  arose 
under  Clause  10  of  underwriting  a  com- 
pany at  a  small  rate  of  commission  men- 
tioned in  the  prospectus,  while  there  might 
be  behind  that  an  underwriter  at  a  lar^e 
commission.  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  rightly  stated  the  impor- 
tance which  might  be  attached  by  the 
public  to  statements  of  that  sort.  That 
state  of  things  was  quite  misleading,  be- 
cause there  mighl  \*s  ^\\\\vvvV\^V^viv\\\\\v\fc\- 
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writing  by  a  promoter  at  a  large  commission.  , 
It  was  urged  that  if  there  was  any  money  , 
paid  by  a  promoter  for  underwriting  it  > 
would  have  to  be  disclosed  in  the  pro-  • 
spectus.     There  was  great  doubt  whether 
that  reading  was  correct.      The  clause 
dealt  with  commission  paid  by  the  com- 
pany, and  he  rather  gathered  from  the  . 
silence  of  the  Government  on  the  point  j 
that  the  provision  did  not  deal  with  the  ' 
case  of  underwriting  paid   by  the   pro- 
moter.    The  opinion  of   the  House,  as  , 
shown   in   the  discussion,  was   certainly  j 
that    the    prospectus    should  contain  a 
statement  of  all  underwriting,  and  if  that  I 
was  also  the  intention  of  the  Government 
it  ought  to  be  made  clear.      He  therefore 
moved  to  insert  after  the  word  "paid" 
the  words  "  by  any  person."  i 

Amendment  proposed —  ; 

"  In  page  7,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  paid/  to 
insert  the  words   'by  any    person.' '*  —  {Mr.  ! 
Bousfield.)  j 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  . 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  These  words  would 
not,  I  think,,  in  any  way  alter  the  meaning 
of  the  clause,  but  if  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  desires  to  have  it  explicitly  stated 
I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  said  the  amount 
of  commission  paid  might  n>t  be  known 
to  the  person  issuing  the  prospectus,  and 
therefore  by  passing  this  Amendment  the 
House  might  be  asking  for  particulars  of 
which  the  person  issuing  the  prospectus 
had  no  knowledge  whatever. 

Mr.    RITCHIE    suggested    that    the ; 
Amendment  should  be   withdrawn.     He  ' 
would  undertake  that  the  point  should  be 
considered,  and  if  necessary  a  provision  ', 

inserted  in  another  place. 

i 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  pointed  out  that  | 
underwriting  might  be,  and  usually  was,  ■ 
done  after  the  prospectus  had  been  i 
settled  and  passed  by  the  directors.  In  ' 
such  a  case  it  would  manifestly  be  im- 
possible for  the  directors  to  specify  the  ! 
amount  of  underwriting  commission. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  said  that  when  « 
the  question  of  underwriting  was  being 
discussed  Members  were  told  it  did  not  j 
matter  what  the  promoter  might  do,  ' 
because  the  money  would  not  come  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  company.  The  pro-  ( 
moter  avowedly  added  a  certain  amount 

Mr.  Bousfield* 


of  money  to  the  fair  price  of  the  property 
he  was  selling,  because  he  undertook  all 
the  preliminary  expenses,  including 
underwriting.  But  now  the  company 
was  empowered  to  underwrite  it  would 
be  very  improper  for  any  such  addition  to 
be  made  to  the  amount  paid  to  the 
vendor  in  that  respect,  and  therefore  the 
directors  would  always  have  to  show  that 
only  the  fair  value  was  being  given  for 
the  property  or  contract  purchased.  If 
the  principle  was  introduced  that  the 
vendor  also  might  pay  for  underwriting 
the  House  would  be  legalising  a  practice 
which  was  much  better  not  legalised,  and 
taking  away  the  one  safeguard  the  public 
had  that  only  a  fair  price  was  being  paid. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  thought  the  observa- 
tions of  the  last  speaker  were  very  much 
to  the  point,  and  he  would  take  care 
that  nothing  was  done  which  would  in 
any  way  affect  the  point  he  had  raised. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  said  their 
present  position  showed  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  discussing  a  highly  compli- 
cated measure  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning ;  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  some  of 
these  Amendments,  and  Amendments  to 
Amendments.  He  failed  to  see  how  it 
was  possible  to  ensure  payments  by  the 
promoter  being  put  in  the  prospectus. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  explained  that  all  he 
had  promised  was  that  the  point  should 
be  considered. 

Major    JAMESON  objected  to  the 

I  withdrawal    of   the   Amendment      The 

I  present  confusion  was  the  direct  result 

]  of  the  attempt  to  run  the  Bill  through 

the   House  at  such  an  hour.      First  the 

right  hon.   Gentleman  agreed  to  accept 

the   Amendment,  and  then    he  said  he 

would  not.     The  only  result  of  a  great 

many  of    the  Amendments  which    had 

been    made    would  be  to  give  business 

to  the  lawyers,  and  he  could   therefore 

understand  learned  Members   being   in 

favour  of  them. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Further  proceedings  on  Consideration, 
as  amended,  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That  this 
House  do  now  adjourn" —  (Sir  William 
IValrond) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

AdjonrneH  at  a  quarter  after 
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sdnesday,  25th  July,  1900. 


FATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


:  EASTERN  METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

AND  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 

Amendments    considered,    and 


>OOL  OVERHEAD   RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

bal  Amendment  made ;  Bill  read 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 


I  EASTERN   RAILWAY   BILL 

[Lords]. 

lended,    to    be    considered    To- 


EASTERN  RAILWAY   (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

ended,  considered. 

>d,    That   Standing   Orders   223 

be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 

read    the    third    time.  —  (Mr. 

) 

scordingly  read  the  third  time, 
3d,  with  Amendments. 

HEMPSTEAD     CORPORATION 
R)  BILL  [Lords].     (BY  ORDER.) 

lended,  considered;  an   Amend- 
ide ;  Bill  to  be  read   the   third 


SETTLED     CHATTELS    BILL 

[Lords]. 

i  second  time,  and  committed. 

SMOUTH    CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

3d,  That  Standing  Order  211  be 
id,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
nemouth  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] 
re  to  sit  and  proceed  forthwith. 
Caldwell.) 

^lON  BOARD  PROVISIONAL 
i  CONFIRMATION  (LONDON) 
Lords]. 

;he  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
tents. 
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LICENSED  PREMISES  (HOURS  OF  SALE) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Cupar,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  t  he  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition  from  West  Ham,  in  favour  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


MARRIAGE  ACT,  1898. 
Return     presented,     relative     thereto 
[ordered  18th  June;    Mr.  Price];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  ef-  the 
Director  of  the  National  Gallery  of 
Ireland  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and 
Guardians  for  the  year  1899  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

METRIC     SYSTEM    (FOREIGN     COUN- 
TRIES) (COMMERCIAL,  No.  3,  1900). 

Copy  presented,  of  Reports  from  Her 
Majesty's  Representatives  in  Europe  on 
the  Metric  System,  Part  I.  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copy   presented,    of    Diplomatic    and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual   Series,   Nos. 
2,485    to  2,487  [by  Command];   to    lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Second  Report,  with  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence and  an  Appendix,  brought  up,  and 
read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  298.] 

PUBLIC    PETITIONS    COMMITTEE. 
Ninth  Report  brought  up,  and  read ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


RESERVE  FORCES  BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  Sub-section  (b) 
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of  Clause  2,  and  to  ask  your  opinion,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  it  is  in  order,  or 
whether  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
matter  should  be  first  dealt  with  by  a 
resolution  of  this  House.  I  submit  that 
this  section  involves  a  charge  on  the 
Imperial  Exchequer,  and,  before  it  can  be 
incorporated  in  the  Bill,  there  ought  to  be 
a  preliminary  resolution.  It  provides 
that  under  certain  circumstances  the  pay 
of  a  soldier  shall  either  be  increased  or 
reduced.  It  is  quite  true  that  there  is 
the  alternative  of  reduction,  but  I  think 
it  may  be  assumed  that  the  probability 
is  that  there  will  be  an  increase  of  pay, 
inasmuch  as  men  of  good  character  going 
into  active  service,  and  thereby  entitling 
themselves  to  an  increase  of  pay,  are 
likely  to  be  far  more  numerous  than  men 
whose  pay  will  be  reduced  through 
punishment.  Experience  has  taught  us 
that  that  is  the  case,  and,  therefore,  as 
the  Bill  involves  a  charge  upon  the 
Imperial  Exchequer,  I  submit  there  ought 
to  have  been  a  preliminary  resolution 
before  this  particular  proposal  is  embodied 
in  a  Bill. 

*Mit.  SPEAKER :  The  Bill  cannot  be 
regarded  as  creating  a  new  charge,  be- 
cause the  possible  expense  ultimately  in- 
volved must  be  included  in  the  ordinary 
Estimates  of  the  year,  and  will,  therefore, 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  House  in  due 
■course.  It  is  really  only  a  statement  that 
the  pay  of  the  soldier  should  be  at  a  cer- 
tain rate,  and  therefore  it  is  not  a  matter 
needing  a  resolution,  as  the  hon.  Member 
suggests. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  Then  I  beg  to 
move  an  Amendment  providing  that  the 
Bill  shall  not  apply  to  men  in  the  second 
division  of  the  first  class  of  the  Army 
Reserve  who  entered  the  division  before 
"the  passing  of  this  Act,"  instead  of 
before  the  first  day  of  June,  1900.  I 
believe  the  Government  are  willing  to 
accept  this  Amendment. 


matter  of  fact,   none  of   the    Resex^ 
called  out  are  being  transferred  in     t^ 
way  suggested. 

I      Amendment  agreed  to. 

i      Bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 


Amendment  proposed — 

*4  In  line  15,  to  leave  out  *  the  first  day  of 
June,  1900,'  in  order  to  insert  'the  passim?  of 
this  Act.' "—{Mr.  Caldwell.) 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  I  am  quite  prepared  to  accept 
this  Amendment.  It  is  a  question  of 
form  rather  than  of   substance,  for,  as  a 

Mr.  Caldwell. 


SUPPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen 
I  rith)  in  the  Chair.] 

i  Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £32,250,  be 

granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 

sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 

will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 

I  the    year  ending  on  the   31st  day  of 

|  March,   1901,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 

j  penses    of     the     Department    of    Her 

j  Majesty's     Secretary   of   State  for   the 

j  Colonies,    including  a   Grant  in  aid  of 

certain  Expenses  connected  with  Emim- 

I  tion. 

1    *Mr.     SYDNEY    BUXTON    (Tower 
j  Hamlets,    Poplar) :     About  six    months' 
I  have  elapsed    since  we   were  presented 
|  with  a  Blue-book    in    regard  to  South 
|  Africa.     We  now  have  had  two  given  to 
j  us.     As  regards  the  first  I   do  not  find 
that  it   contains    much   information  of 
any    value,     although    it    is    a     volume 
of      considerable      size.         It      relates 
1  to    the     correspondence    between    Lord 
1  Salisbury  and  President   Kruger  which 
has  already  been  published,  and  for  the 
j  remainder    it    is    mainly    composed   of 
extracts  from  newspaper  articles  and  of 
tittle-tattle.     It  does  not  put  the  House 
in  possession  of  any  information  at  all  as 
to  what  is  really  going  on  in  South  Africa. 
I  The   second  Blue-book,  I   am  bound   to 
1  say,  is  of  a  different  character.     It  deals 
with  the  constitutional  question   raised 
between  the  Home  Government  and  the 
Cape  Government  with    regard   to  the 
treatment  of  the  rebels  and   as  to  the 
policy  of  the  future.     But  even  there  the 
',  information  is  of  a  somewhat  meagre  de- 
I  scription,  and  we  have   to  judge  very 
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h  by  inference  as  to  what  has  actually 
rred  between  the  Home  and  the  Cape 
ernments.  As  to  the  constitutional 
tion,  so  far  as  it  is  disclosed  in  the 
-book,  I  have  no  criticism  to  make, 
eems  to  me  that  the  treatment  of 
Is  is  a  question  both    of    Imperial 

Colonial  interest.  Besides,  appa- 
ly  the  Cape  Government  did  invite 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
etary  to  express  his  view  on  the 
tion  of  the  rebels  and  their  punish- 
b,  and  he  was  therefore  fully  entitled 
;ive  it.  But  it  appears  incidentally 
ne  memorandum,  and  a  like  infer- 

may  be  drawn  from  other  memo- 
a  that  there  has  been  something 
ad  what  appears  in  the  Blue-book — 
>thing  behind  the  correspondence 
ed  on  on  constitutional  lines.  Cer- 
members  of  the  Gape  Cabinet  appear 
ive  entertained  the  idea  that,  unless 

adopted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
r,  the  Constitution  of  the  'Cape  might 
suspended.  I  should  like  to  ask 
;her  there  is  any  foundation  for  that 
pstion,  because  I  think  that  is  a 
«r  entirely  beyond  and  apart  from 
>  appears  in  the  Blue-book.  It  seems 
ie  that  the  Cape  Government  in  re- 

to  this  matter — and  here  I  refer 
icularly  to  Mr.  Schreiner  —  were 
«t  obliged  to  adopt  the  views,  or,  at 
vents,  some  of  the  views  of  the  right 
Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
here,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Schreiner,  I 
Id  like  to  be  allowed  to  say  that  this 
try  and  the  Cape  are  to  be  congratu- 
I  on  the  fact  that  throughout  these 
blous  times  we  have  had  in  office  at 
Cape  a  man  so  obviously  loyal  to 
it  Britain.  He  has  clearly  tried  to 
is  duty  as  between  the  Dutch  party 
the  English  party  out  there,  and  I 
k  he  deserves  thoroughly  well  of  this 
itry  and  of  his  native  country. 
n    not     quarrelling    in     any     way 

the  method  adopted  by  the  right 

Gentleman  opposite  in  putting  his 
s  before  the  Cape  Government,  but  I 
esire  to  offer  some  words  of  criticism 
igard  to  those  views.  It  certainly  is 
ry  deplorable  thing  that,  as  one  of 
jonsequences  of  the  war,  we  should 
i  to  deal  with  something  like  10,000 
Is  who  have  been  in  arms  against  the 
sh  Crown.  But  the  question  is 
awed  down  to  one  particular  class  of 
L  It  is  generally  admitted,  both  by 
Secretary  of    State  and    the  Cape 


Government,  that  those  who  may  be 
called  the  ringleaders  must  be  tried  by 
some  special  Commission  and  made  to 
suffer  a  penalty  consonant  with  their 
crime.  There  is  another  class  of  rebels 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  his  despatch — namely,  those  who  can 
prove  that  they  acted  under  strong  com- 
pulsion ;  and  I  do  not  imagine  that  any- 
one would  press  for  their  punishment.  The 
only  ones,  therefore,  we  have  to  do  with  are 
"  willing  "  rebels,  who  took  up  arms  and 
assisted  the  enemy  in  districts  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  and  of  which  we  had  sur- 
rendered possession.  There  is  a  con- 
siderable distinction  to  be  drawn  between 
men  who  joined  the  rebels  from  that  part 
of  the  Cape  still  under  British  control,  and 
those  who  joined  from  the  districts  from 
which  British  protection  had  been  with- 
drawn. To  judge  from  Sir  Alfred 
Milner's  despatch,  the  number  of  men 
who  gratuitously  left  different  parts  of  the 
Cape  in  order  to  join  the  enemy  was  very 
small,  and  I  think  it  speaks  very  highly 
for  the  loyalty  of  those  whose  characters 
have  been  so  aspersed  by  men  who  have 
supported  this  war  throughout.  Of  the 
loyalty  of  the  English  population  nothing 
is  required  to  be  said  ;  but  I  say  it 
says  much  for  the  loyalty  of  the  Dutch 
population  that  so  very  few  joined  the 
rebels,  except  in  districts  actually  in 
possession  of  the  enemy.  I  think  that 
fact  goes  far  to  demonstrate  that  the 
alleged  conspiracy  of  the  Dutch  against 
the  English  was  not  based  on  any  solid 
foundation.  I  am  bound  to  say  there  is 
one  interesting  despatch,  in  which  it  is 
shown  that  persons  who  did  join  the 
enemy  actually  made  beforehand  an  ap- 
peal to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  to  the  Cape 
Government  for  protection  against  the 
Orange  Free  State  burghers,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  able  to  maintain  their 
loyalty  to  the  English  Crown.  But  that 
protection  was  taken  away,  and  they 
found  themselves  in  a  very  difficult  posi- 
tion indeed.  One  can  hardly  be  sur- 
prised, although,  of  course,  it  is  a 
matter  for  regret,  that,  in  districts  from 
which  British  protection  had  been  with- 
drawn, and  which  were  invaded  by 
men  of  the  same  race,  language  and 
blood,  the  inhabitants  were  induced 
to  take  up  arms  against  the  Crown. 
Of  course,  they  are  to  blame  for 
so  doing.  But  I  think  the  chief  blame 
for  this  position  lies,  not  on  these  unfor- 
tunate misguided  men,  but  on  the  Govern- 
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ment  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  for 
not  having  taken  care  that  such  a  position 
should  not  possibly  arise*  The  oppor- 
tunity for  joining  and  the  temptation  to 
join  were  given  entirely  by  the  action  of 
the  Government  ;  it  was  their  absolute 
want  of  foresight  and  preparation  which 
caused  the  rebellion  and  made  these  men 
rebels.  For  the  first  time.  1  believe,  in 
British  history  we  had  English  territory  in- 
vaded by  foreign  arms  ;  and  these  persons 
were  placed  in  the  painful  position  of 
having  to  choose  between  blood  and  flag. 
More  blame,  therefore,  attaches  to  the 
Government  than  to  these  misguided  men. 
I  do  not  desire  to  say,  however,  that  it  is  a 
suffic i e nt  exc use  f o r  th e i r  ha v i  ng  taken  up 
arms  against  the  Crown,  They  will,  of 
course,  have  to  sutler  some  punishment, 
and  it  will  be  only  fair  that  they  should  do 

or  otherwise  they  would  be  in  a  better 
position  than  their  fellow-country  men, 
who  remained  loyal  to  the  Crown  in  the 
same  districts;  and  who,  unfortunately, 
have  suffered  very  considerably  from 
wanton  and,  in  some  cases,  I  am  afraid 
to  sav,  spiteful  confiscation  of  and  damage 
done  to  their  property- — damage  which  no 
money  can  really  compensate  for,  and 
indeed  these  men  cannot  be  too  highly 
praised  for  their  loyalty.  I  therefore 
quite  agree  that  the  rebels  in  qui 
must  undergo  some  punishment.  Rut  I 
also  hold  that  some  leniency  may  be  shown 
to  the  rank  and  file,  and  perhaps  later, 
amnesty  too.  It  is  obvious  that*  in  con- 
sidering the  question  of  punishment  to  be 
meted  out  in  such  circumstances,  that 
punishment  should  have  three  qualities. 
It  ought  not  to  be  vindictive  ;  it  ought  not 
to  be  tainted  with  political  bias  ;  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  continuous,  or  to  leave  mi 
open  sore  for  many  years  to  come.    What 

the  right  hou.  Gentleman  propose  1 
What  is  it  he  pressed  on  the  Cape 
Government,  and  on  a  very  reluctant 
Ministry  \  He  proposed  perpetual  dis- 
franchisement for  these  misguided  men, 
and  I  venture  to  suggest  that  such  a 
roposal  contains  all  the  three  vices  to 
which  I  have  referred.  Whatever  may 
be  the  object  in  the  mind  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  such  a  punishment  will 
at  all  events  be  looked  upon  as  vindic- 
tive as  having  a  political  taint,  and  its 
memory  will  rankle  and  remain  for  many 
years  to  come.  Such  a  punishment  as 
this  is,  it  seems  to  me,  the  worst  that 
could  bfl  inflicted  at  the  present  time, 
having  regard  to  the  future  of  the  Cape. 

Mfk  Stftfaftf  Buxton. 


I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  ohbe 
Committee  to  the  irony  of  the  situation. 
We  went  to  war  in  order  to  enfranchise  i 
certain  number  of  British  subject 
have  been  told  by  the  right  hon.iJcurl.  gun 
in  one  of  his  speeches  that  he  propoet*  to 
adopt    the    system    of 
government    in  regard   t<-  tin-  rl 
and  the  Orange   \\  What  dm 

Crown  Colony    government    mem       I 
i  that  those  who  have  the  franchise 
at  present  will  lose  it,  and  that  thm  id 
already  enfranchised  will  ooi 
And  now  he  proposes,  in  or 
out  the  policy   of   a   war  undent km  00 
behalf  of  a  policy  of  enfranchise™ 
disfranchise     for      life      bhoftttft 
British  subjects  in  other  parti 
Africa.     That  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
curious  result.      It  is  one  of   I 
unforeseen  and  unexpected  nnto>mM$  k 
this  conflict  that  the  result  of  a  war  to  iV 
crease   the  franchise   is  to  dtsfranch 
large  number  of  persons.    I  aci 
tii  deny  that,  in  some  places  and  m 
certain  conditions,  wholesale  di 
rm-nL  of  this  sort  may  not  he  tie 
because  a  lenient  form,  of  punish 
can  be  devised.     But  if  ever  there  wm  a 
time  when  such  a  policy  was  bad,  if 
there  was  a  place  in    which    it  wn 
wise  to  enforce  itt  thai   tin 
sent,  and  that  place  is  the  Cape  I 
cannot  conceive  a  worse  method,  mo 
or  place  for  such  punishment  of 
It    immediately   arouses  suspicion  as  u 
the   motives    of    the    right    Lon, 
t  Ionian     and     the     Home     Government 
1    am    bound  to   say    that    one  of    tli 
great    evils    of    the    whole    poail 
South  Africa  during  the  last   five  yeai 
since  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at   the   Colonial  Office — has  been 
bounded  suspicion  by  certain   secti* 
the  community  in  South  Africa  as  to  hi; 
intentions  and  desires.     I  an>  not 

whether  those  suspicions*  a 
Off  wrong  ;  that   is  not  the  question  no1 
But  surely  this  is  the  moment  when  t 
right    hon.    Gentleman   and    Sir    Alfi 
Milner,  who  is  more  or  less  involved  with 
him,  should  d&sirc  to   allay  such 
cions   instead  of    accentuating  them 
widespread   disfranchisement.      Is  the 
one  thing  more  than  another  which  wout 
increase  the  suspicion  than  the   pi 
proposal  for  unlimited  disfranchisement 
No  doubt  the  right  hod  Gentleman  will 
when  he  speaks  to-day,  disclaim  pol 
or  personal  motives.  But  we  had  a  speech 
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other  day  from  Lord  James  of 
•eford,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  some- 
it  cynical  in  its  nature,  and  certainly 
[pedient,  which,  to  use  a  vulgar 
»se,  "let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag." 
i  James  was  talking  about  the  war, 
he  laid  down  the  proposition  that  "  it 
Jd  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
lee  that  those  who  were  loyal,  and 
16  who  obeyed  the  law,  should  be  para- 
int  in  the  exercise  of  political  power." 
ippose  he  calls  that  "equal  rights." 
added  that  "the  destinies  of  these 
pie  should  no  longer  be  controlled  by 
votes  or  political  actions  of  rebels." 
kt  may  be  right  or  wrong,  but,  at  any 
i,  it  shows  the  avowed  objects  and 
rations  of  the  Government  in  regard 
his  question.  This  is  neither  more  nor 
than  political  proscription.  It  appears 
06  to  be  a  case  of  jerrymandering  the 
stituencies  with  the  object  of  turning 
inority  into  a  majority.  We  heard  a 
i  deal  at  one  time  as  to  the  desirabi- 
of  "crushing  Africandism."  Now,  we 
told  that  the  object  is  to  turn  a  Dutch 
ority  into  an  English  majority,  and,  in 
ird  to  this  matter  of  punishment,  I 
dd  like  to  point  out  that  the  punish- 
it  will  fall  less  heavily  on  the  person 
>  committed  the  crime  and  more 
trily  on  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
js — on  his  friends  and  kinsfolk.  It 
fall  on  the  Africander  party,  which 
shown  singular  self- control  and  great 
dty  in  a  very  critical,  dangerous,  and 
cult  position.  I  do  not  think  the 
tt  lion.  Gentleman  will  deny  that  the 
lera  and  majority  of  that  party  have 
ibited  great  control  in  their  action 
ing  the  whole  course  of  these  unfor- 
*te  events.  It  seems  to  me  you  are 
ig  to  punish  these  men,  not  so  much 
luse  they  are  rebels  themselves,  but  be- 
le  by  their  assistance  Mr.  Rhodes'  power 

broken,  the  Sprigg  Government  wa3 
led  out,  and  the  policy  of  the  right 
Gentleman  was  more  or  less 
arted.  That,  at  any  rate,  will  be 
r  view  of  the  nature  of  the  punish- 
it  inflicted.  I  heard  a  good  deal 
at  a  comparison  between  the  pre- 
/  position  and  that  which  obtained 
Canada  after  the  Canadian  rebellion, 
ihe  time  of  Lord  Durham.  Person- 
,  I  admit  I  cannot  see  very  much 
logy  between  the  two  cases.  I  cannot 
erstand  how  the  arguments  applicable 
the  one  can  be  applied  to  the  other. 
.  in  the  course  of  my  reading  I  came 


across  a  letter  some  sentences  in  which 
are  certainly  applicable  to  the  present 
position.  Lord  Durham,  in  his  despatch, 
was  dealing  with  the  question  which  had 
been  put  forward  of  jerrymandering  the 
Canadian  constituencies,  and  he  said  : — 

"With  respect  to  every  one  of  these  plans 
which  propose  to  make  the  English  minority 
an  electoral  majority  by  means  of  new  and 
strange  modes  of  voting,  or  unfair  divisions  of 
the  country,  I  shall  only  say  that,  if  the 
Canadians  are  to  be  deprived  of  representative 
government,  it  would  be  better  to  do  it*in  a 
straightforward  way  than  to  attempt  to 
establish  h  permanent  system  of  government 
as  the  basi*  of  what  all  mankind  would  regard 
as  mere  electoral  frauds.  It  is  not  in  North 
America  that  men  can  be  cheated  by  an  un- 
real semblance  of  representative  -government, 
or  persuaded  that  they  are  outvoted  when, 
in  fact,  they  are  disfranchised." 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  paragraph  is 
applicable  to  the  present  position,  and  I 
certainly  cordially  endorse  the  sentiments 
embodied  in  it.  There  is  another  point 
of  some  importance.  We  gather  from 
these  Blue-books  that  two  Commissions 
are  to  be  appointed  to  try  the  rebels — one 
a  distinctly  judicial  Commission  to  deal 
with  the  ringleaders,  and  the  other  a 
quasi-judicial  Commission  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  disfranchisement.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  latter  should  consist 
of  men  free  from  political  bias ;  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  at  the  present  moment 
neither  in  South  Africa  nor  in  this 
country  is  it  possible  to  find  a  single 
man  who  could  regard  this  matter  free 
from  political  bias.  However  able  these 
men  may  be,  however  much  they  may 
desire  to  carry  out  their  duties,  I  am 
afraid  that  from  the  beginning  they  will 
be  discredited,  the  Commission  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  political  organisation, 
and  they  will  be  subjected  to  a  great 
temptation  in  a  number  of  constituencies 
in  which,  by  disfranchising  a  certain 
number  of  men,  they  will  be  able  to  alter 
the  balance  of  political  power.  There- 
fore, instead  of  this  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  life-long  disfranchise- 
ment diminishing  the  difficulties  of  the 
existing  position,  and  being  calculated  to 
bring  about  peace  and  amity  in  South 
Africa,  it  will  do  more  to  accentuate 
the  evils  which  unfortunately  exist. 
I  am  not  blaming  Mr.  Schreiner  for 
adopting  the  suggestions  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  was  acting  under  great 
difficulty  and  was  subjected  to  consider- 
able pressure  from  the  Home  Govern- 
ment.    But  I  am  blaming  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  for  the  excessive  and  pro- 
vocative proposals  which  he  made  to  the 
Cape  Government.  We  here  are  not  in 
a  position  to  dictate  to  the  Cape  Govern- 
ment, but  we  have  a  right  to  criticise 
or  condemn  any  action  which  may  be 
taken  by  our  own  Government.  In  a 
sense,  no  doubt,  it  is  futile  to  do  so, 
because  at  the  Cape  there  is  now  in  office 
a  Government  of  another  persuasion 
which  will  carry  out  such  proposals  as  are 
made*to  it  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  But 
I  think  this  House  of  Commons  has  a 
right  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  disfranchisement.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  throws  some  light  on  the  very 
great  feeling  of  uneasiness  which  un- 
questionably exists  both  here  and  at  the 
Cape  as  to  the  judicial  proceedings  which 
are  taking  place  at  the  present  moment. 
We  have  asked  for  information  in  regard 
to  the  civil  and  military  courts  and  we 
have  been  unable  to  get  it  ;  indeed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  disclaims  all  re- 
sponsibility. We  want  to  know  whether 
justice  is  being  done,  and  we  want  to  feel 
that  the  British  power  is  not  now  being 
exercised  in  South  Africa  to  carry  out  a 
system  of  persecution  under  the  guise  of 
civil  and  military  law.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  the 
House  some  information  as  to  the 
present  operation  of  the  Civil  and 
Military  law  in  South  Africa.  I  do 
not  think  the  outlook  in  South  Africa  is 
so  rosy  that  we  can  afford,  by  disfran- 
chisement or  by  the  exercise  of  excessive 
powers,  to  add  to  the  difficulties  before 
us.  The  war  is  lingering  on  ;  no  further 
honour  or  glory  is  to  be  got  out  of  the 
war  ;  the  gilt  is  very  considerably  off  the 
gingerbread.  We  have  at  present  to  do 
what  we  can,  not  to  add  to  the  difficulties 
that  have  to  be  met,  but,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  diminish  them.  I  have  been 
struck  with  the  view  which  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  himself  takes  of  the  situation. 
The  best  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  can  say 
in  regard  to  the  outlook  is  that  he  does 
not  "  take  a  very  gloomy  view  "  of  it.  If 
the  High  Commissioner  expresses  himself 
thus,  surely  the  outlook  must  be  very  bad 
and  very  gloomy.  I  only  wish  to  add 
one  word.  It  is  that  I  do  not  desire  on 
the  present  occasion  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  future.  It  would  be  pre- 
mature to  do  so.  South  Africa  is  in  a  state 
of  chaos,  and  it  is  not  possible  for  any 
person  or  Government  really  to  decide  on 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. 


the  matter  in  detail.     I  feel  bound  to  say,, 
however,  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  con- 
test the  proposition  that  there  must  be 
some  form  of  effective  Imperial  control 
in     the     future     with    regard     to     the 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State,  but 
in  what  form  it  is  to  be  applied  it  is  pre- 
mature to  lay  down.     The  mere  fact  of 
the  war  having  lasted  so  long  has  made 
the  position  a  more  difficult  one.     It  is- 
obvious  now  that  for  a  long  time  to  come 
we  must  have  a  military  occupation  of 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State. 
The  long  delay  will  give  time  to  allow 
differences  to  diminish,  and  to  enable  us  to 
judge  more  fully  of  the  sentiments  existing 
at  the  Cape  and  here  before  committing 
ourselves  to  the  details  of  the  future.   We 
ought  to  consult  Dutch  opinion  at  the 
Cape  as  well  as  English   opinion.     The 
longer  the  Government  can  delay  making 
up  their  minds  with  regard  to  the  details 
of  the  future  the  better  I,  for  one,  shall 
be  satisfied.      I  am  pleading  for  delay, 
for  I  believe  it  will  afford  the  only  chance 
of  a  satisfactory  solution.     I  am  sure  that 
the  hope  of  every  Member  of  the  House 
is  that  the  war  may  come  as  speedily  as 
possible  to  a  conclusion. 

Sir  WILFRID    LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land,    Cockermouth) :     I    am    glad    the 
Government  have  afforded  us  this  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  their  policy  in  South 
Africa,  and  I  certainly  think  that  a  debate 
on  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Secretary  is 
quite  germane,  seeing  that  if  there  is  one 
man  more  responsible  than  another  for 
the  war  and  all  the  horrors  which  are 
going  on  in  South  Africa  it  is  the  Colonial 
Secretary.     Of  course,  the  Government, 
as  a  whole,  is  responsible,  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stands  out  from  among 
them,  and  therefore  I  hold  that  we  are 
fully  entitled  to  discuss  the  question  of 
his  salary.     The  time  has  come  when  we 
may,  so  to  speak,  take  stock  and  endea- 
vour to  find  out  what  has  been  the  real 
advantage   to   this   country  of   this  war 
policy.     In  doing  so  we  must  go  back  to 
the  origin  of  the  war.     I  suppose  the  only 
reason  why  we  interfered  with  the  Trans- 
i  vaal  was  that  we  thought  it  was  badly 
|  governed.   But  what  was  the  bad  govern- 
j  ment  1     We  said  that  the  franchise  was 
i  not    arranged     so    satisfactorily    as   we 
•  could  have  wished.     We  said  also  that 
|  the  rulers  were  corrupt ;  and,  lastly,  we 
1  complained  that  they  chose  to  be  governed 
I  by  an  oligarchy — a  fact  which  seemed  to 
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trouble  us  most  tremendously.  But,  after 
all,  Mr.  Kruger  is  only  a  typical  Tory,  and 
was  carrying  out  the  Tory  policy  in  South 
Africa.  Why  this  country  could  not 
stand  Tory  principles  in  South  Africa  I 
never  could  understand.  It  seems  to  me 
most  extraordinary  that  we  should  have 
set  ourselves  to  check  these  abuses.  We 
have  registration  laws  in  this  country 
which  seem  to  be  devised   specially  to 

Event  people  from  getting  the  franchise. 
If    the    population — the   women — are 
excluded  altogether.     Then  I  come  to  the 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  which  was  sent  several  days 
before  President  Kruger  handed  in  his. 
Is  this  a  war  of  defence,  or  is  it  to  be  one 
of  extermination  1  How  have  we  been 
speaking  and  writing  about  our  enemies  ? 
A  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post  not 
very  long  since  wrote  of  the  joy  he  had 
experienced  in  seeing  the  smoke  of  a 
rebel's  burning  house,  and  he  spoke  of 
the  Boers  as  vermin.  That  is  the  wa}r  in 
which  certain  portions  of  the  press  are  in 
the  habit  of  talking  about  the  Boers,  and 


charge  of  corruption.  We  alleged  that  ]  yet  I  find  in  the  Daily  News  a  very 
public  money  was  being  devoted  to  i  different  character  given  to  these  men. 
private  purposes  in  the  Transvaal,  but  ]  The  writer  desired  to  place  it  on  record 
ever  since  1895  most  of  the  time  of  the  i  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Boer  farmer  is 
House  of  Commons  has  been  spent  in  !  clean  in  his  home  life,  that  his  domestic 
giving  public  money  to  private  indi-  I  arrangements  are  pure,  and  that  he  com- 
viduaU.  Then  there  was  the  allegation  ]  pares  very  favourably  with  the  farming 
that  the  Transvaal  was  governed  by  an  i  classes  in  Australia,  America,  and  Great 
oligarchy.  Are  not  we  in  this  country  j  Britain.  How  is  it  that  Englishmen  are 
similarly  governed  ?  Is  not  the  real  i  acting  so  contrary  to  all  their  previous 
power  vested  in  the  House  of  Lords  1  If  j  instincts  and  habits,  and  are  rejoicing 
we  are  justified  in  attacking  a  corrupt  '  in  the  attempts  to  deprive  these 
oligarchy  in  South  Africa,  then  I  hope  j  people  of  their  independence  ?  The 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  hon.  ;  only  doctrine  held  by  the  people 
Members  will  join  in  attacking  the  i  of  this  country  which  would  enable 
corrupt  otigarchy  which  prevails  in  this ;  this  war  to  go  on  is  that  they 
country.  But  remember  that  the  Boers  I  believe  their  country  must  be  backed  up 
were  attached  to  all  these  abuses  just  as  I  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong.  That 
hon.  Members  opposite  are  attached  to  '  is  the  opinion  held  by  the  man  in  the 
similar  abuses  in  this  country.  I  venfure  j  street,  the  man  in  the  pulpit,  the  man  in 
to  assert,  however,  that  if  a  foreign  army  :  the  newspaper  office,  and  the  man  in  the 
were  to  come  to  this  country  with  the  I  House  of  Commons,  but  the  doctrine  is 
avowed  intention  of  sweeping  away  the  j  as  false  as  false  can  be,  and  it  strikes  at 
House  of  Lords,  Radicals,  Democrats,  ,  the  root  of  all  national  religion,  honour,. 
and  Socialists  would  promptly  join  in  I  truth,  and  morality.  What  is  this 
resisting  them  to  the  death,  however  much  \  doctrine  of  "  Our  country,  right  or 
they  may  dislike  the  House  of  Lords,  j  wrong,"  leading  to  in  South  Africa  at  the 
because  we  all  have  an  innate  love  of  the  i  present  moment  ?  It  is  leading  to  the 
freedom  of  nations.  Nations  all  like  to  ]  crushing  out  of  two  independent 
be  governed  by  themselves,  and  it  is  that  >  Republics.  What  are  the  two  Republics  T 
love  of  freedom  which  has  enabled  the  j  One  was  the  Orange  Free  State ;  but  you 
Boers  to  resist  for  so  long  the  over- 1  have  blotted  out  the  "  free "  now.  An 
whelming  forces  we  have  launched  against ;  impartial  observer,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
them.  220,000  of  our  men  have  been  i  man  the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  long 
kept  at  bay  by  not  more  than  70,000  ]  before  this  war  broke  out,  said  that  the 
Boers.  If  military  glory  is  anything  ,  government  of  the  Orange  Free  State  was 
more  than  hypocrisy,  than  a  delusion  and  '  about  the  very  best  as  regarded  freedom 
a  snare,  then  I  think  that  glory  is  with  and  comfort  the  world  had  ever  seen. 
the  men  who  have  been  fighting  against  |  You  are  fighting  at  this  moment  to  pre- 
us.  It  has  been  a  case  of  the  weak  against  vent  that  government  being  carried  on. 
the  strong,  of  the  oppressed  against  the  J  Such  a  policy  is  the  policy  of  the  free- 
oppressor,  and  of  the  freeman  against  the  booter,  the  filibuster,  the  burglar,  and 
tyrant.  Before  the  war  broke  out  we  |  the  Boxer.  Everything  is  on  the  debit 
were  told  that  its  object  was  to  dbfend  ,  side;  there  is  nothing  at  all  to  our  credit. 
our  colonies,  and  that  it  was  produced  by  ;  What  have  we  lost  1  We  have  lost 
the  ultimatum  delivered  by  the  Boers.  I  j  boundless  treasure  ;  we  have  lost  count- 
believe  the  real  ultimatum   was  that  of '  less    men    and    noble    lives ;    we     have 
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lost  our  prestige  and  our  position  in 
the  world.  |_"  On  ! "]  That  is  why  you 
cannot  send  anybody  to  China.  We  have 
lost  our  character.  Never  again  can 
England  pose  as  the  friend  of  freedom, 
the  protector  of  the  weak,  the  guardian 
of  the  oppressed.  She  has  fallen  from 
her  high  estate,  and  thinks  now  of  noth- 
ing but  supremacy,  and  paramountcy,  and 
Empire.  We  shall  be  told  that  this  is 
a  vote  of  censure  upon  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  that,  at  least,  is  my  object,  because 
no  man  has  done  so  much  to  bring  about 
this  state  of  thing*  as  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. He  stands  head  and  shoulders 
above  his  colleagues — or,  shall  I  say,  his 
accomplices — in  the  efforts  which  have 
been  made  to  support  and  carry  on  this 
odious  and  un-English  policy.  But  I  should 
like  to  make  use  of  his  own  words  of  four 
years  ago  in  condemning  this  very  policy. 
They  are  words  well  known  to  the  House; 
but  in  every  debate  upon  South  Africa 
they  out  to  be  read,  and  also  at  every 
public  meeting  and  in  every  discussion, 
hackneyed  though  they  may  be — 

"  A  war  in  South  Africa  would  be  one  of  the 
most  serious  wars  that  could  possibly  be 
waged.  It  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a  civil 
war.  It  would  be  a  long  war,  a  bitter  war, 
and  a  costly  war,  and,  as  I  have  pointed  out 
already,  it  would  leave  behind  it  the  embers 
of  a  strife  which  I  believe  generations  would 
not  be  long  enough  to  extinguish.  To  go  to 
war  with  President  Kruger  in  order  to  force 
upon  him  reforms  in  the  internal  affairs  of  his 
State,  in  which  Secretaries  of  State  have 
repudiated  all  right  of  interference,  that  would 
be  a  course  of  action  as  immoral  as  it  would 
be  unwise."  * 

That  is  the  course  of  action  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  now  taken,  and  by  taking 
it  he  has  brought  discredit,  degradation,  ; 
demoralisation  and,  probably,  disaster  | 
upon  his  country.  For  that  reason  I  say  i 
he  deserves  the  censure  of  every  friend  ] 
of  humanity,  peace,  and  justice.  I  beg  i 
to  move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  ' 
£100.  j 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ; 
"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  • 
£100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  ! 
Secretary  of  State." — (Sir  Wilfrid  Law-  i 
son.)  j 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT  (Durham)  | 
said  the  hon.  Baronet  had  spoken  in  what  i 
he  thought  were  the  interests  of  peace,  but ' 
there  was  nothing    in  the  speech  which  , 

*  8th  May,  1896.  (See  The  Parliamentary  ! 
Debate*  [Fourth  Series],  Vol.  xl.,  page  914.)        | 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawmt. 


would  enable  the  country  to  take  a  better 
position  or  to  come  to  sounder  conclu- 
sions than  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Blue-books,  nor  were  there  in  it  any 
suggestions   likely  to  be  helpful  in  the 

E resent  difficulties.  In  the  speech  of  the 
ite  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
there  were  some  things  with  which  he 
agreed  and  others  with  which  he  dis- 
agreed. The  hon.  Member  seemed  to 
argue  that  it  was  impossible  to  think  of 
the  future,  but  that  was  just  what  the 
House  ought  to  think  of.  He  had  read 
the  Blue-books,  and  to  his  mind  there 
never  was  more  painful  reading.  Neither 
side  seemed  to  have  the  slightest  power 
to  enter  into  the  difficulties  and  preposses- 
sions of  the  other.  That  was  a  difficult 
task,  but  it  was  the  task  the  Imperial 
Government  and  the  country  had  to 
undertake.  They  had  to  look  at  both 
sides,  and  avoid  not  only  the  fact,  but 
even  the  appearance  of  being  led  away  by 
local  faction.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  justice  was  carried 
through,  and  that  men  did  not  suffer  for 
having  been  true  to  the  flag.  This  was 
almost  the  last  debate  of  the  present 
session,  and  very  likely  the  last  debate  on 
the  subject  of  South  Africa  in  the  present 
Parliament.  Before  Parliament  reassem- 
bled the  constituencies,  north,  south,  east, 
and  west,  would  have  been  addressed,  and 
it  was  important  that  they  should  consider 
the  spirit  which  should  animate  the  policy 
to  be  adopted.  Members  of  Parliament 
were  somewhat  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  and 
the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  that 
day  would  be  all  important  because,  in  all 
probability,  it  would  indicate  the  line  of 
policy  to  which  the  great  majority  of  this 
House  of  Commons,  when  it  revisited  the 
constituencies,  would  address  themselves ; 
and  he  said  without  hesitatijn  that  any 
candidate  who  thought  when  he  addressed 
the  electorate  that  he  would  gain  popu- 
larity by  exciting  animosity  against  the 
enemies  who  had  been  fighting  against  us, 
or  by  beating  the  big  war  drum,  would 
be  acting  a  part  hostile  to  the  highest 
interest  of  the  country.  He  looked  with 
confidence  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  and 
the  Government  to  indicate,  as  they  had 
indicated  by  some  of  their  despatches, 
that  they  were  not  actuated  by  vindictive 
motives,  and  that  they  would  in  anything 
they  said  —  which  would  really  be 
addressed  to  the  country — accentuate 
that  line  and  show  they  were  true  to  the 
policy  which  they  had  professed  to  hold 
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all  through  of  working;  steadily,  imforget- 
fully,  and  persistently  to  build  up  in 
8outh  Africa  a  free  and  self  governing 
community.  That,  after  all,  was  the 
gnat  object  for  which  they  should  work, 
and  then  Unionist  Members  who  sup- 
ported them  could  go  to  the  country  feel- 
ing they  were  supporting  a  noble  policy. 
As  to  the  Blue-books,  there  were  two 
points  as  to  which  vehement  discussion 
took  place  between  one  side  or  the  other 
— the  questions  of  annexation  and  the 
treatment  of  the  rebels.  Both  were  open 
to  differences  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
honourable  and  patriotic  men,  and  to  say 
that  those  who  opposed  annexation  were 
the  enemies  of  their  country  was  to  talk 
nonsense.  He  did  not  condemn  gentle- 
men who  took  that  view  as  unpatriotic 
and  untrue  citizens,  but  he  did  say  that 
those  who  argued  in  favour  of  setting 
«p  again  two  independent  or  quasi-inde- 
pendent nationalities  in  South  Africa 
were  shutting  their  eyes  to  facts.  All 
such  ideas  must  be  abandoned ;  the 
system  had  been  tried  and  it  had  failed. 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  he  would  have 
been  more  patient  and  have  given  it  a 
longer  trial,  but  it  was  gone,  and  gone 
for  ever.  In  his  opinion  the  only  chance 
South  Africa  now  had  of  good,  free,  and 
progressive  government  was  in  a  combina- 
tion under  the  British  flag,  but  that  again 
was  a  question  on  which  men  differed 
and  might  differ  as  patriotic  men.  With 
regard  to  how  rebels  should  be  treated, 
he  supposed  everybody  agreed  that  those 
who  had  borne  arms  against  the  Crown 
must  be  punished.  On  this  point 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  much 
i  fference  tetwecn  the  two  parties  in  Cape 
Colony.  Both  sides  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, in  proceeding  against  the  rebels,  to 
depart  from  the  procedure  of  the  ordinary 
law.  That  might  be  a  wise  conclusion, 
but  it  was  undoubtedly  an  uncommonly 
strong  one.  He  should  like  to  point  out 
that  in  the  rebellions  of  17 If),  1745,  and 
1780  they  had  never  tried  persons  other- 
wise than  by  the  ordinary  law — trial  by 
jury- 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Judge  Jeffreys. 

♦Mr.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT  said  ho  was 
taking  the  troubles  in  this  country  on- 
wards from  the  Revolution,   and  Judge 


Jeffreys  was  before  the  period  he  referred 
to. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said  surely 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  advise  them  to 
follow  such  a  precedent  in  this  case. 
He  knew  what  was  the  justice  that  was 
meted  out  to  the  rebels  on  the  occasions  of 
which  he  spoke.  Surely  he  did  not  sug- 
gest that  they  should  mete  out  similar 
treatment  to  the  rebels  in  this  case. 

♦Mr.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT  said  he  cer- 
tainly did  not.  His  argument  was  that 
both  sides,  as  represented  by  the  argu- 
ments in  the  Blue-books,  had  come  to  a 
very  strong  but  also  to  a  right  con- 
clusion, but  he  desired  to  point  out  that 
even  the  Dutch  in  South  Africa  wore 
willing  to  go  lengths  which  the 
Government  of  this  country  had  not  gone 
in  the  case  of  the  rebellions  referred  to. 
He  thought  in  that  they  were  proceeding 
on  the  only  lines  on  which  some  sort  of 
reasonable  justice  could  be  meted  out. 
Before  he  left  the  subject  of  the  war  he 
desired  to  refer,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
an  explanation,  to  Lord  Roberts's  de- 
spatch of  1st  June,  containing  his  procla- 
mation warning  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Orange  River  Colony  that  after  fourteen 
days  those  who  were  found  in  arms  would 
be  liable  to  be  dealt  with  as  rebels.  He 
would  like  to  have  a  legal  explanation 
as  to  how  it  was  that  one  of  the  belli- 
gerents could  turn  armed  enemies  in  the 
field,  by  issuing  a  proclamation,  into  rebels. 
Supposing  a  war  broke  out  between 
France  and  England,  and  the  island  of 
Jersey  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
would  it  be  maintained  that  by  issuing  a 
proclamation  annexing  the  British  terri- 
tory the  French,  in  consequence  of  the 
proclamation,  turned  those  who  had  been 
enemies  into  rebels  1  He  could  not 
understand  how,  in  accordance  with  the 
ordinary  usages  of  warfare  and  the  ordi- 
nary doctrines  of  international  law,  the 
terms  of  Lord  Roberts's  proclamation 
could  be  justified.  The  Committee  had 
not  on  this  occasion  to  deal  with  the 
policy  before  the  war ;  they  had  to  look 
ahead.  He  was  glad  to  think  that,  before 
very  long,  peace  would  be  established. 
Then  would  come  their  difficulties  and 
trials.  Whatever  Government  was  in 
power  would  be  faced  with  those  difficul- 
ties, but  hon.  Members  had  not  indicated 
in  any  degree  how  they  should  be  met. 
To   think  that  without  any  exceptional 
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coercive  and  punitive  means  everything  ;  to  do  nothing  to  diminish  that  sobriety. 
would  come  right  was  to  blind  themselves  ;  This  is  the  first  opportunity  we  have  had 
to  existing  facts.  He  did  not  see  how  i  for  some  time  of  considering  the  policy 
the}'  could  get  a  very  much  better  Minister  |  which  has  landed  usin  our  present  position, 
than  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  introduce  !  and  it  is  the  last  opportunity  we  shall  have 
and  give  effect  to  the  working  of  a  system  during  this  present  session  of  Parliament, 
of  local  government  in  South  Africa.  \  and  it  may  be  during  this  Parliament. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  right  hon.  i  It  is  therefore  our  duty,  without  bitter- 
Gentleman's  career  to  show  that  he  set  I  ness  and,  at  all  events,  with  frankness, 
le3s  value  than  the  rest  of  them  on !  fearlessly  to  consider  the  position  in 
local  institutions.  As  to  Sir  Alfred  |  which  we  find  ourselves,  and  to  criticise 
Milner,  he  did  not  know  whether  he  i  the  policy  which  has  led  to  it,  with  a 
would  be  the  Minister  who  was  to  restore  ,  view,  if  possible,  of  diminishing  the 
peace  and  build  up  a  system  of  local  \  dangers  which  are  to  come.  It  is  said 
government  in  South  Africa,  but  Sir  i  that  it  is  useless  to  criticise,  and  in  some 
Alfred  Milner  would  be  the  first  to  recog- !  sense  that  is  true.  If  we  ask  questions  I 
nise  that  the  energies  and  qualities  and  do  not  think  the  answers  are  always  very 
abilities  necessary  to  conduct  a  great  war  j  full.  When  we  wished  to  raise  a  discussion 
to  a  successful  issue  were  of  a  different  j  on  the  proper  terms  of  settlement  before 
kind  from  those  qualities  required  to  '  they  had  been  concluded  by  the  absolute 
build  up  a  peaceful  system  of  government '  declarations  of  the  Government  and  the 
among  jarring  nations.      Without  tact,  j  actual  annexation   of   the   Orange  Free 


judgment,  and  the  exercise  of  very  con- 
siderable patience,  what  was  the  result 
they  should  bring  themselves  to?  He 
did  not  think  there  was  any  harm  in 
mentioning  it,  for  everyone  must  know 
that  the  result  would  be  the  suspension 
of  constitutional  government  in  Cape 
Colony.  That  was  a  disaster  which  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
keep  them  clear  of,  and  he  trusted  that 
he  would  lead  them  to  the  building  up  of 
free  constitutional  government  throughout 
South  Africa. 


State,  we  were  prevented  by  a  blocking 
notice  which  the  Government  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  take  steps  to  remove. 
If  we  blame  the  policy  of  the  Government,, 
we  have  until  recently  been  told  what  is 
absolutely  untrue  —  that  we  are  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  or  that  we  are 
animated  by  some  personal  spirit  towards 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  which  also  is 
untrue.  If  any  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  venture  to  agree  with  the 
Government,  their  position  is  still  more 
unfortunate,   because   I   find   that   Lord 


James  of  Hereford,  the  other  day,  spoke 
Sir  ROBERT  REID (Dumfries Burghs):  |  of  my  hon.  friends  in  terms  which  I  will 
I   believe   that   if   the   spirit  which  has  !  read  to  the  Committee.     He  said — 
characterised  the  speech  of  my  hon.  friend  ;      "Who  are  the  Liberal  Imperialists,  and  what 
who  has  just  spoken  had  been  more  ap-  ,  do  they  mean?  They  come  as  candidates  before 
uarent  in  the  House  and  in  the  countrv    r1*6  ^^to116110"**.  and  they  say,    4  We  are 
tho     kqt     rwftlvp     mnnfha      fViio    Llberals»  and  we  support  the  policy  of  Her 
tne    last     twelve    months,    this    Majesty's  Government  in  relation  to  that  ques- 
tion which  in  the  coming  election  most  be  the 


during 


months, 
wretched  war  might  have  been  averted,  or, 


at  all  events,  the  difficulties  in  which  we  ■  only  question  before  th«  people  of  this  conn- 
now  find  ourselves  would  have  been  con-  \  tr^-'    I  object  to  Unionist  candidates  being 


opposed  by  men  who  have  nothing  to  say  bat 
that  they*  think  the  Government  is  right  in 
what  they  are  doing.  I  want  to  have  the 
tight  fairly  fought.  Unionists  do  not  want  to 
see  the  whi«  e  flag  hoisted,  and  then  to  be  tired 
at  from  under  its  protection." 

I  am  not  one  of  those  Liberal  Imperialists ; 
I  have  a  very  imperfect  conception  of 
what  Liberal  Imperialism  means.  But  I 
. .  -  _  must  say  that  it  is  a  verv  curious  politi- 
lieve  that  there  is  now  obtaining  a  more  cal  situation,  in  which  the  chief  offence 
sober  view  in  regard  to  this  public  '  which  can  be  perpetrated  from  this  side 
calamity  and  the  intense  danger  of  the  '  of  the  House  against  a  Government  is  to. 
situation  in  which  we  have  been  placed  express  a  sincere  belief  in  the  wisdom  of 
than  was  the  case  a  few  months  ago.  I ,  the  policy  of  the  Government.  I  regret, 
can  assure  the  House  I  shall  endeavour ,  with  all  goodwill  and  perfect  frankness, 
Mr.  Arthur  Elliot. 


siderably  reduced.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  do  not  think  anyone  who  remembers 
the  reckless  methods  which  have  been 
adopted,  and  almost  countenanced  by 
those  in  high  authority,  in  regard  to 
public  meeting  and  free  speech  throughout 
the  country,  can  say  that  they  have  been 
conceived  in  the  spirit  of  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member.     But  I  am  glad  to  be- 
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the  differences  on  this  side  of  tho  House  : 
they  have  gone  far  to  paralyse  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Liberal  party  and  Gf  the 
Opposition.  I  regret  the  position  most 
deeply ;  I  hope  it  will  be  of  short  dura- 
tion; but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  misfortune  will  not  be  diminished 
or  the  period  of  its  duration  shortened  by 
maintaining  silence  in  regard  to  the 
opinions  we  hold.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  said  we  ought  to  look  at  tho 
actual  facts  and  circumstances.  I  will 
look  at  them,  and  I  shall  confine  myself 
to  looking  at  them  simply  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  interests  of  our  own 
country  and  of  the  British  Empire.  If 
any  questions  of  ethics  obtrude  them- 
selves, let  the  Government  settle  them 
with  their  own  party.  The  war  has  now 
lasted  for  nine  or  ten  months ;  we  have 
occupied  the  capital  of  b^th  the  enemies' 
States  ;  we  have  established  beyond 
question  the  military  supremacy  of  this 
country.  If  anybody  doubted — as  it  was 
said  the  Boers  doubted,  although  we 
always  knew  better — the  courage  of  the 
British  soldiers,  that  doubt  has  been 
removed  by  the  uncomplaining  courage 
of  our  troops — a  courage  which  has  never 
been  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  the 
world.  What  are  the  losses  ?  What  is 
the  present  diminution  of  the  effective 
force  in  South  Africa  ?  In  killed, 
captured,  and  those  invalided  home,  I 
believe  the  total  amounts  to  35,000  men. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
Oh,  more  than  that ! 

Sir  ROBERT  REID:  You  have  to 
add  to  that  number  those  who  are  at 
present  in  hospital  in  South  Africa.  I  do 
not  know  what  that  number  is,  but  I 
believe  it  is  something  like  20,000. 
That  is  to  say  we  have  sustained  a 
diminution  of  our  effective  force  after 
nine  months  fighting  equal  to  55,000 
men.  There  is  no  man  in  this  House 
who  does  not  feel  the  deepest  sympathy 
with  the  men  who  have  exposed  them- 
selves and  suffered  as  these  men  and  the 
bereaved  relations  have  done.  And  what 
has  been  the  cost  of  this  policy  ?  In- 
cluding the  temporary  force  for  home 
defence,  I  make  it  that  the  cost  amounts 
to  something  like  £60,000,000,  and  I  am 
afraid  we  cannot  absolutely  say  the  war  is 
yet  over.  It  is  uncertain  how  long  it 
may  last.  I  hope  most  heartily  that  the 
enemy  will  soon  desist  from  an  unequal 


1  struggle  which  can  lead  to  nothing  but 
;  further    bloodshed   and   further  misery. 
:  We  cannot,   however,  yet  pronounce  the 
•  war  ended  ;  I  wish  we  could.     There  is. 
\  another  accomplished  fact  which  deserves 
,  attention.      There   has   been  an   intense 
1  bitterness  created  in  the  Cape  Colony  and 
[  Natal — a  reign  of  hatred  and  suspicion 
between  the  two  races.     There  are  com- 
plaints, to  which  my  hon.  friend  alluded 
:  — complaints  of  the  abuse  of  martial  law* 
|  I  cannot  enter  upon  that  matter ;  I  have 
i  no  materials  for  the  purpose.     I  am  not 
[  prepared    to    accept    newspaper     state- 
s  ments  as  sufficient    ground  for   making 
so    grave     an     indictment.       But     this 
I  say :  while  martial  law  during  time  of 
war    and     in     the     areas    occupied    by 
the  fighting  forces  is  often  and  probably 
in   this   case   necessary,  there  is  nothing 
more  liable  to  abuse,  and  there  are  some 
precepts  which  ought  to  be  observed  with 
the  greatest  possible  care.     There  never 
i  ought  to  be  a  refusal  to  allow  legal  advice 
to  be  token  ;  there  never  ought  to  be  de- 
tention for  an  undue  space  of  time  before 
trial ;  there  never  ought   to   be — in   law 
there  never  can   be — in  regard  to  civil 
offences  a  martial  court  sitting  alongside 
a  civil   court.     From   the   moment  the 
i  civil   power   is   able    to    re-assert    itself 
martial  law  in    regard  to  civil   offence* 
becomes    unlawful    and    is    one  of   the 
gravest  crimes  that  can  be  perpetrated. 
There   has  been   complaint   of  that,  but 
that  is  for  the  Cape  Parliament  primarily 
to   inquire   into ;     the   responsibility    is 
theirs,   and   they   have    the    means   for 
active  inquiry  which  we  have  not.     But 
the  fact  remains  that  a  population  which 
has     hitherto     been     living    in    perfect 
harmony,  whatever  their  ulterior  designs 
may  have  been — about  which  much  that 
is     foolish     has     been     said  —are     now 
divided  into  hostile  camps  corresponding 
[  with  racial  differences — a  most  grave  and 
dangerous  condition  of  things.     Let  me 
look  for  a  moment  at  the  future.     Soon, 
i  I  trust,  peace  will  be  re-established.     I 
1  arn  afraid  it  will  be  re-established  only  by 
such    a   destruction    of  life   among  the 
adult    population    of    the    Orange   Free 
State   and   the   Transvaal  as  will   make 
further  military  resistance  impossible,  but 
it  will  be  restored,  I  hope,  soon,  and  then 
will  begin  the  duty  of  the  Government  of 
governing  those  countries  in  the  name  of 
.  the  Queen.     Let  me  look  first  at  the  con- 
quered territory.    To  govern  that  country 
;  will  be  an  experience  absolutely  unique  in 
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the  history  of  this  nation,  and,  I  believe, 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  two 
colonies  taken  together  comprise  a  country 
nearly  the  size  of  France,  6,000  miles 
away  from  you  by  sea,  and  many  hun- 
dreds of  miles  inland.  The  population, 
whose  extraordinary  bravery  and  military 
capacity  no  one  can  deny,  is  a  white 
population,  a  population  kindred  to  our- 
selves, with  a  degree  of  kinship  with 
which  only  the  curious  are  really  ac- 
quainted. The  British  population  is  in- 
significant except  near  Johannesburg.  I 
assume  that  disarmament  will  of  necessity 
follow — so  far  as  we  can  effect  disarma- 
ment. It  cannot  be  wholly  effected, 
because  the  native  population  very  greatly 
outnumbers  the  white.  It  is  not  a  very 
easy  task  to  disarm  a  population  occupy- 
ing a  territory  the  size  of  France,  very 
far  away  from  our  immediate  control, 
with  the  enormous  border  the  country 
has,  and  a  very  scant  white  population. 
For  some  time,  no  doubt,  the  Boers  will 
be  so  stunned  by  the  terrific  blow  that 
has  been  levelled  against  them  that  they 
will  be  quiescent  and  unable  to  take  any 
active  hostile  part.  That  may  be  so,  but 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear,  from  the 
lessons  of  history,  from  the  history  of  the 
Dutch  race  itself,  that  they  will  not  long 
acquiesce  in  their  conquest.  A  great 
army  must  be  maintained  there,  with  long 
lines  of  communication  through  existing 
colonies  which  are  by  no  means  likely  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  subjugation  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen.  We  know  what  guerilla  war- 
fare means,  and  how  dangerous  it  is  in  a 
difficult  country  a  long  way  from  your 
base.  How  many  troops  will  be  needed 
in  the  two  conquered  Republics  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  authority  of 
the  Crown,  and  how  long  will  they  be 
required  ?  If  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  as  quoted  from  his 
speech  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Cockermouth,  that  the  feeling  of 
hostility  which  would  be  created  by  a 
war  with  South  Africa  will  last  for 
.generations,  what  is  the  prospect  for 
us  ?  We  have  a  vast  Empire  which  it  is 
supposed  we  care  for;  the  love  of  this 
Empire  is  supposed  to  bo  confined  entirely 
to  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  with 
whom  we  have  the  misfortune  temporarily 
to  differ.  What  is  the  prospect  for  any- 
one who  takes  a  pride  in  the  Empire  ? 
What  is  our  position  in  China,  and  what 
are  our  duties  all  over  the  world  ?  Is  it 
possible  that  this  should  be  overlooked  by 
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anyone  who  seriously  approaches  the 
problem?  This  great  military  force 
which  will  be  required  at  the  Cape 
will  have  to  be  maintained  at  the 
cost  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
We  cannot  place  the  charge  on  Cape 
Colony  or  Natal,  and  if  we  want  to 
get  money  from  the  Transvaal  it  will 
have  to  be  from  the  mines  and  the 
minerals,  and  you  will  find  that  you  will 
not  get  more  than  enough,  if  enough,  to 
pay  the  interest  on  some  part  of  the  loans 
you  have  raised  for  thepurposesof  this  war. 
What  is  the  prospect,  too,  in  Cape  Colony 
itself?  The  population  there  is,  at  all 
events,  four  to  three,  perhaps  three  to 
two,  Dutch  as  against  British,  and 
you  have  only  to  read  Sir  Alfred 
Milner's  own  despatches  to  see  that 
they  have  the  keenest  sympathy  with 
the  Boers,  and  the  keenest  desire 
that  you  shall  not  extirpate  the  last 
vestige  of  a  nation  in  which  they  take  so 
great  an  interest.  Disfranchisement  is 
threatened.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
threatened  it  in  his  despatch  as  a  penal 
necessity.  Personally  I  do  not  at  all 
think  that  disfranchisement  for  a  period 
of  five  years,  for  example,  having  regard 
to  what  the  old  laws  of  treason  were,  is  a 
punishment  of  very  undue  severity  ;  hut 
looked  at  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar  it  will  be  a 
method  of  disturbing  the  constitutional 
balance  of  that  country.  Is  it  likely  to 
affect  the  balance  ?  Ten  thousand  is  stated 
by  Sir  A.  Milner  as  being  the  number 
which  will  be  affected  by  this  abolition  of 
the  franchise.  I  do  not  know  if  they  are 
j  all  voters,  but  even  if  they  are,  it  is  a 
very  small  method  of  trying  to  affect  the 
constitutional  balance  of  the  country,  and 
it  cannot  be  effective  because  the  effect 
will  only  be  short.  But  we  have  to 
consider  more  than  that ;  we  have  also  to 
consider  the  possibility  indicated  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Durham — the  possibility 
of  being  called  upon  to  suppress  the  Con- 
stitution of  Cape  Colony.  We  were  much 
relieved  by  the  observations  of  Lord 
James  of  Hereford,  who  has  been  kind 
enough  to  speak  plainly  on  this  subject 
After  formulating  the  principle  which  he 
thought  ought  to  prevail,  he  proceeded  to 
say  that,  if  it  were  necessary  to  enforce  this 
simple  plan,  even  though  the  Constitution 
were  suspended,  he  believed  there  would 
'  be  a  strong  note  of  disapprobation  not 
j  only  in  this  country,  but  in  every  colony 
i  enjoying  free  government.     If  any  such 
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necessity  arises  it  will  be  the  most  complete 
and  decisive  condemnation  that  could  be 
conceived  of  the  policy  which  has  been 
punned  towards  South  Africa.  The 
secret  of  the  unity  of  the  British  Empire 
is  that  we  do  not  attempt  to  govern  our 
white  fellow-subjects.  No  one  has  de- 
scribed more  eloquently  that  feature  of 
the  British  Empire  than  the  Colonial 
Secretary  upon  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth fell.  But  if  we  were  to  violate 
that  essential  condition  of  our  Empire  in 
South  Africa,  must  not  everyone  feel 
that,  quite  apart  from  the  question  of 
South  Africa,  the  most  gloomy  fore)>od- 
ings  might  be  raised  among  other  colonies 
as  to  the  tenure  of  their  freedom  resting 
upon  a  precarious  )>asis  1  If  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  suspend  the  Constitu- 
tion in  Cape  Colony  they  will  find  that 
there  will  be  opened  a  bottomless  pit  into 
which  they  will  have  to  throw  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
which  it  is  the  primary  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect.  These  are  the  dangers  of 
thispolicy,the  results  of  which  are  visible  to 
ail  men's  minds.  They  cannot  much 
longer  be  concealed  by  complacent  news- 
papers. There  is  one  chance  only,  and 
that  is  that  under  an  absolutely  just  and 
beneficent  Government  the  angry  and 
rankling  feelings  created  in  South  Africa 
by  the  war  may  gradually  subside  and  be 
replaced  by  p'eace  and  progress.  Those 
who  favour  the  Government  hope  that  the 
nationality  of  the  Boers  will  be  merged 
in  a  South  African  nationality,  and  that 
the  devotion  they  have  shown  to  their 
own  flag  may  bo  transferred  to  us.  I 
most  earnestly  hope  that  that  consum- 
mation may  arise.  But  I  wish  I  could  share 
the  belief  that  it  is  likely  to  arise.  Of 
this  I  am  perfectly  certain — every  harsh 
exercise  of  the  power  of  martial  law 
will  retard  it  ;  every  sneering  attempt 
to  fix  disaffection  upon  the  whole  of  the 
Dutch  race  will  retard  it.  The  only 
chance  of  that  consummation  must  rest 
upon  the  conviction  of  the  Dutch  com- 
munity that  the  privileges  and  rights  of 
the  English  in  the  colonies  will  be  ex- 
tended on  an  equal  footing  to  the  Dutch 
also,  provided  they  do  not  transgress  the 
law.  The  situation  in  South  Africa  has 
been  created  by  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  I  am  not  going 
to  trouble  the  House  by  going  over  the 
ground  again,  which  has  already  been  tra- 
versed. The  situation  has  l>een  created 
by  the  policy  of   the  Government,  and 


]  it  is  on  that  ground  that  I  am  going  to 
I  vote  for  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
I  friend.  I  have  always  held  that  the 
Boer  ultimatum  and  invasion  of  the- 
British  territory  were  wholly  indefensible. 
But  these  were  the  outcome  of  the  menac- 
ing and  harassing  course  pursued  by  the- 
Government,  and  principally  by  the- 
Colonial  Secretary.  The  evil  can  only  be 
cured  by  the  healing  virtue  of  moderation 
and  forbearance ;  and  I  trust  that  the* 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  is  a  man  of 
extraordinary  intellectual  powers,  will 
show  in  his  treatment  of  the  situation 
that  he  possesses  these  qualities. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  fulfilled  the  promise  of  his  opening 
remarks  by  the  propriety  and  sobriety  of 
his  language  and  the  sweet  reasonable- 
ness oi  his  arguments,  and  it  may  be 
convenient  that  at  this  stage  I  should 
say  a  few  words — they  will  not  be  many 
— in  reply  to  what  he  has  advanced.  I 
confess  that  I  looked  forward  to  this 
debate  with  great  interest  and  great 
eagerness.  I  regretted  that  it  was  neces- 
sarily postponed  by  the  greater  urgency 
of  other  matters  which  have  had  days  of 
Supply  devoted  to  them.  I  was  anxious, 
for  this  debate,  because  I  desired  in  this 
great  controversy  to  secure  a  clear  issue. 
There  is  room,  no  doubt,  for  differences, 
of  opinion,  even  for  extreme  differences- 
of  conscientious  opinion,  and  if  once 
differences  exist  there  13  only  one  tribunal 
we  can  appeal  to  to  settle  them.  But  in 
order  that  that  tribunal  may  settle  them> 
and  settle  them  satisfactorily,  it  must  be 
in  possession  of  the  whole  case.  It  must, 
be  in  the  possession,  therefore,  not- 
merely  of  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  I  think  have  been  fully 
and  frankly  expressed,  and  which 
I  am  prepared  to  repeat,  but  it  must  also 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  views  of  the 
Opposition.  To  this  debate,  then,  I  have 
looked  in  order  that  we  may  gather  for 
the  information  of  the  country  the  views 
of  the  Opposition  upon  this  matter,  so 
that  when  the  time  comes  we  may  obtain 
a  fair  decision  upon  it.  An  Amendment 
has  been  moved  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Cockermouth  Division  to 
reduce  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  hon.  Baronet  has  himself 
explained  to  the  House  the  sense  in  which 
he  understands  the  vote  on  his  Amend- 
ment will  be  taken.     If  there  be  other- 
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matters  upon  which  it  is  desired  to  cen- 
sure the  Secretary  of  State,  it  is  possible, 
of  course,  to  move  reductions  in  the  Vote 
upon  which  those  other  questions  can  be 
raised.  But  it  cannot  lie  in  the  mouth  of 
those  who  vote  for  this  Amendment  to 
say,  "  I  did  not  vote  because  I  am  opposed 
to  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  a 
Liberal  Imperialist.  I  only  voted  because 
I  think  the  Colonial  Secretary  did  not  act 
discreetly  with  respect  to  the  complaints 
of  some  official  in  Ceylon  or  Barbados." 
That  will  not  do.  I  do  not  conceive  for 
a  moment  it  would  suggest  itself  to  the 
minds  of  any  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  they  should  adopt  such  a  course  as 
that. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
.(Stirling  Burghs) :  Then  why  suggest  it  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Very  good. 
;So  far  we  are  entirely  agreed.  Then, 
what  is   the  issue   upon   which   we  are 

foing  to  take  a  vote  1  Let  mo  say  that 
think  also  those  who  refrain  from 
"voting  will  find  themselves  in  a  difficult 
position.  They  will  have  something  to 
explain.  After  all,  this  is,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  said,  a  most  serious 
discussion.  We  are  engaged  in  the 
greatest  war  of  our  generation.  The 
»cost  of  life  and  treasure  has  been  tre- 
mendous. The  whole  question,  then,  of 
the  policy  of  the  war,  of  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  of  the  results  of  the  war 
— all  that  is  the  greatest  question  which 
this  House  has  had  to  consider.  And  upon 
that  there  can  be  no  neutral  ground. 
There  must  be  a  vote  on  one  side  or  on 
the  other.  Nothing  could  be  more  con- 
temptible in  politics  than  that  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  where  the  existence,  the 
security,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation 
are  at  stake,  anyone  present  in  the  House 
should  run  out  of  it  on  the  division. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  We  are  all 
.agreed  in  that. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  So  far,  then, 
we  are  agreed.  We  shall  get  the  issue 
which  I  have  no  doubt  both  of  us  desire. 
The  issue  raised  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Cockermouth  Division  is 
that  the  whole  policy  of  the  war  is  wrong  ; 
that  the  war  is  wrong,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence— the  only  logical  and  necessary 
consequence — that  the  annexation  of  the 
•two  Republics  is  wrong,  and  that  their 
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independence  ought  to  be  restored.  That, 
also,  is  the  view  frankly  expressed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down.  In  fact,  I  can  conceive  of  no 
other  that  can  be  taken  by  any  man  who 
honestly  and  conscientiously  believes  that 
this  war  is  an  unjust  and  an  unrighteous 
war.  To  say  that  the  war  is  unjust  and 
unrighteous,  and  then  to  vote  for  punish- 
ing the  innocent  and  giving  something  to 
the  guilty — allowing  the  guilty  to  profit 
by  their  guiltiness — that  is  a  most  illogical 
and  immoral  doctrine,  and  on  that  issue 
we  are  very  glad  to  challenge  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House.  What  is  the  position 
taken  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  t 
He  laid  a  great  deal  of  stress  on,  and 
spoke  with  much  feeling  of,  the  misery 
which  has  been  caused  by  this  war — the 
loss  of  life  and  money,  and  so  forth.  But 
surely  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
must  know  as  well  as  everyone  else  that 
all  that  is  absolutely  irrelevant.  It  is  an 
appeal  to  sentiment  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  issue  we  are  trying.  Of 
course  it  may  be  an  argument  against  all 
war. 

Sir  ROBERT'  REID:  Really,  it  is  a 
new  method  of  controversy  that  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman  is  adopting [Cheers, 

and,  as  Mr.  Chamberlain  refused  to  give 
way,  loud  Ministerial  cries  of  "Order, 
order  !  "]  I  wish  to  correct  a  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but,  of 
course,  if  he  will  not  allow  me  to  do  so  I 
will  sit  down. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  any  correction 
to  make  1  will  give  way  at  once.  But  be 
was  making  a  new  argument. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  :  I  have  a  correc- 
tion to  make.     My  reason  for  voting  for 
|  the  reduction  is  that  I  believe  that  his 
I  policy  has  been  disastrous  to  his  country. 

!  Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  no 
|  doubt.  That  was  also  the  statement  of 
,  the  hon.  Baronet  as  well  as  of  the  hon. 
I  and  learned  Member  who  followed  him. 
|  But  that  is  not  a  correction.  That  is 
|  what  I  have  been  pressing  upon  the  Com- 
|  mittee  from  the  beginning  as  the  issue.  I 
;  have  also  incidentally  denned  what  that 
1  policy  is  to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
|  Gentleman  is  entirely  opposed.  But  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  interrup- 
tion refers  to  an  earlier  part  of  my  speech. 
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What  I  was  saying  at  the  moment  was 
that  all  these  statements  made  by  him  or 
by  anyone  else  with  regard  to  the  terrible 
fruits  of  war  are  not  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  war  is  just  and  righteous 
-or  not.  Assume  that  we  were  all  agreed  that 
it  was  just  and  righteous— still  it  would 
he  equally  true  to  say  that  there  would 
have  been  great  loss  of  life  and  all  these 
terrible  results  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
puts  before  us  in  such  moving  language. 
It  is  irrelevant  language.  You  must  not 
Judge  the  war  by  the  loss  of  life  and  limb 
incurred,  but  by  other  considerations  alto- 
gether. The  greatest  war  of  our  times — 
a  war  in  which  thousands  lost  their 
lives  where  in  this  war  only  units 
hare  done  so — the  great  Civil 
War  of  America,  even  Mr.  Bright 
•defended  as  a  just  and  righteous  war. 
Yet  the  loss  and  suffering  caused  by  it 
was  infinite  in  comparison  with  that  of 
•the  present  war.  But  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  as 
a  result  of  this  war — which,  I  suppose, 
we  ought  to  have  taken  into  account 
-when  the  policy  which  led  to  the 
war  was  entered  upon — there  has  been 
a  creation  of  race  hatred  in  South 
Africa  which  it  will  take  generations 
to  cure.  We  can  claim  that  we 
were  not  unaware  of  that.  The  very 
paragraph  which  has  been  quoted,  and 
with  which  substantially  I  entirely  agree, 
■shows  that  we  were  fully  aware  that  if  we 
-did  enter  into  this  war  it  would  be  a  great 
-calamity,  and,  therefore,  we  had  every 
Teason  to  avoid  it.  Our  contention,  which 
is  part  of  the  issue  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee will  vote,  and  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  honestly  and  con- 
scientiously disputes,  is  that  we  could  not 
avoid  the  war,  that  the  war  was  inevitable 
as  well  as  just,  and  that  we  have  to  take 
these  consequences,  terrible  as  they  are, 
as  a  result  of  a  war  which  we  believe  to 
be  just.  I  must,  however,  be  permitted 
to  say  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man takes  no  account  of  history  at  all 
when  he  talks  of  the  creation  of  race 
-feeling.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  fix 
the  exact  time  at  which  that  race  feeling 
ibegan  to  develop  itself.  The  one  thing 
we  can  say  is  that  its  appearance  was 
synchronous  with  the  activity  of  the 
Afrikander  Bond.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Poplar  spoke  in  rather  large 
termsof  the  necessity  of  doing  justice  to  the 
loyalty  of  the  Dutch,  of  a  recognition  of 
the  loyal  position  taken  up  by  the  leaders 


of  the  Afrikander  Bond,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  consulting  them  in  regard  to 
any  future  settlement.  Sir,  let  us  under- 
stand one  another.  I  observe  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  very  often  talk  of  the 
Dutch  as  though  the  race  difference  were 
a  race  difference  alone.  It  is  not  so. 
There  are  Dutchmen  and  Dutchmen. 
There  are  the  Dutch  who  have  been  dis- 
loyal, and  the  Dutch  who,  with  every 
difficulty  in  their  way,  incurring  thereby 
the  hatred  and  persecution  of  many  of 
their  own  people,  bravely  stood  up  for  us. 
They  have  been  loyal  to  the  flag  which 
protects  them,  and  recognise  the  advan- 
tages which  they  enjoyed  under  the 
British  Crown.  Why  did  not  the  hon. 
Member  make  that  distinction  clear? 
Which  of  the  Dutch  is  it  that  we  are  to 
consult  1  What  section  of  the  Dutch  is 
it  1    That  which  has  been  loyal  t 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me,  I  will  tell 
him.  What  I  said  is  that  the  Afrikander 
Bond  as  a  whole,  leaders  and  members, 
had,  in  spite  of  enormous  difficulties, 
remained  loyal  and  had  not  taken  part  in 
this  rebellion. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  On  what 
authority  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  make 
that  statement  1  What  justification  has 
he  for  standing  the  guarantor  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Afrikander  Bond  t 
I  want  the  Committee  to  remember  that 
this  debate  is  addressed  to  two  audiences. 
It  is  addressed  to  England,  where 
any  vagaries  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
be  estimated  at  their  true  value.  But 
what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  in  South  Africa  at  the 
present  time,  where  you  have  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Bond,  a  late  Minister  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  Mr.  Te 
Water,  addressing  a  meeting  of  the  Bond 
and  saying  that  the  only  fault  of  the 
Ministry  was  that  they  had  allowed  the 
Cape  Colony  of  Her  Majesty  to  be  used 
by  British  soldiers  ?  Is  that  the  opinion 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  it  would 
have  been  right  and  wise  for  us  to  con- 
sult ?  What  word  has  he  used  in  the 
whole  of  his  speech  to  recognise  the 
loyalty  of  those  other  Dutchmen  and  of 
that  vast  majority  of  British  colonists 
who,  as  I  say,  have  held  to  the  British 
Crown  and  flag  in  circumstances  of  the 
greatest  difficulty  ?  Not  a  word  of  recog- 
nition.    Not  one  atom  of  sympathy  for 
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their  sufferings.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
palliates  rebellion.  He  condones  rebel- 
lion. He  thinks  that  five  years  disfran- 
chisement is  an  excessive  punishment  for 
a  rebel,  for  a  man  who,  having  absolutely 
no  grievance  of  any  kind,  but  enjoying 
the  utmost  liberty  and  freedom,  has  taken 
up  arms  against  Her  Majesty,  shot  her 
soldiers,  and  looted  the  property  and 
outraged  the  persons  of  Her  Majesty's 
loyal  subjects. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  do  not 
like  to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
.  but  I  did  refer  to  the  loyal  colonists.  I 
spoke  of  them  as  deserving  well  of  their 
country.  I  said  it  more  than  once.  I 
distinguished  between  them  and  the 
rebels,  and  I  said  I  was  not  arguing  that 
five  years  disfranchisment  was  too  great 
a  sentence.  I  was  referring  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  of  a  life-long 
disfranchisement.  I  did  not  refer  to  it 
in  regard  to  its  leniency ;  but  I  said  that 
at  the  present  time  that  form  of  punish- 
ment was  the  worst  that  could  be 
chosen. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
remember  the  observation  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman;  what  I  do  remember  was 
that  he  said  that  Mr.  Schreiner  deserved 
well  of  the  country,  but  I  do  not  re- 
member he  said  a  single  word  in  favour 
of  any  of  the 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  did. 

Mr.   J.    CHAMBERLAIN :    Then  of 
course  I  accept  his  statement.      Now  I 
come  to  the  point  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  just  referred  to.     He  occupied, 
I  suppose,  twenty  minutes  in  denouncing 
a  proposal  for  lifelong  disfranchisement, 
which  was  only  put  forward  by  me  in 
answer    to    a    request    from    the    Cape 
Government  to  state  what  might,  in  my 
opinion,    be   what   would   be   right   and 
proper.     It  was  not  pressed,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  says.     It  has  been  abandoned 
in  favour  of  the  still  more  moderate  and 
still  more  lenient  proposal  for  five  years 
disfranchisement,  which  was  not  made  by  I 
me  but  which  was  made  by  the  Attorney  | 
General  of  the  Cape  Government  before  ■ 
they  knew  what  my  opinions  were,  and  I 
which  has  been  adopted  by  the  present 
Cape  Ministers. 
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Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
Has  the  abandonment  of  the  life-long  dis- 
franchisement your  approval  % 

Mr.   J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No  aban 
donment  was  necessary.      I  had  no  right 
to  dictate  to  the  Cape  Government,  and 
I  never  attempted  to.     They  asked  me  for 
suggestions,  and  I  made  my  suggestions ; 
and  let  me  say  now  with  regard  to  those 
suggestions  that  I  think  they  were  the> 
most  lenient,  the  most  moderate,  the  mos^ 
reasonable  that  could  possibly  have  been 
administered.     Personally,  I  still  consider 
that  it  would  have  been  very  much  better 
that  the  penalty  for  the  class  of  rebels 
who  are  under  consideration  should  hare 
been  life-long  disfranchisement,  of  course 
leaving  it  open  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment or  to  the  Cape  Government  at  any 
time  to  re-enfranchise  the  men  if  they 
found  the  circumstances  would  justify  it 
A  life-long  disfranchisement  is  considered 
to  be  a  considerable  punishment — an  ex- 
cessive punishment  the  hon.  Gentleman 
called  it.      I  wonder  whether  he  knows 
what  the  Cape  law  is.     The  Cape  law  is 
that  a  man  who  is  convicted  for  treason 
may  be  sentenced  to  death,  may  be  im- 
prisoned for  life  or  any   shorter  term, 
may     be     fined     to     the     full    extent 
of    his  '  fortune,     but     he     must    be 
disfranchised    for  life.      My  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Durham  spoke  about  an 
extraordinary  proceeding  we  were  lending 
our  support  to  for  establishing  a  Special 
Commission.     He  quoted  cases  in  which 
rebels   had   been  tried  by  the  ordinary 
law  of  the   land.      Interrupting   him  I 
inquired  whether  my  hon.  friend  wanted 
to  press  upon  the  Government  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plan  adopted   in   1715  ana 
1745. 

♦Mr.  ARTHUR  ELLIOT  said  that  he 
approved  altogether  of  the  substitution 
of  a  special  Commission  for  trial  by  jury. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  What  I 
was  going  to  say  was  that  the  Special 
Commission  was  the  proposal  of  the  late 
Cape  Ministers,  and  was  assented  to  by 
the  gentlemen  who  afterwards  resigned 
from  the  Ministry  on  the  point  of  disfran- 
chisement. To  have  had  all  the  men, 
perhaps  thousands  in  number,  tried  by 
jury  would  have  been  impracticable ;  cer- 
tainly it  would  not  have  conduced  to  a 
just  verdict  in  all  cases.  Considering  the 
heat  and  feeling  which  undoubtedly  pre- 
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Yiikd  I  think  it  might  have  been  possible 
to  predict  what  the  verdict  would  be,  and 
I  think   the    Cape  Government  took  a 
proper  course  in  deciding  to  have  a  special 
tribunal.     Then  there  is  no  difference  of 
qinion   either  between  the   late    Cape 
Government  or  the  dissentient  Ministers 
ad  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to  the 
treatment  of  the  ringleaders.     I  imagine 
that  as  to  persons  who  have  committed  acts 
contrary  to  the  usages  of  war,  or  who  have 
otherwise  behaved  in  an  exceptionally  bad 
manner,  it  is  agreed  by  all  that  they  must 
be  brought  to  trial  by  the  Special  Com- 
mission.    Then  there  remain  those  who 
have  either  been  willing  to  join  the  rebels,  | 
or  who  have  been  able  to  show  that  they  i 
joined    under    compulsion.       The    hon.  | 
Member   for  Poplar  assured   the    Com- 1 
uittee  that  very    few    have    willingly 
joined.     I  take  exception  altogether  to 
that  statement. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  What  I 
add  was  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  despatch 
showed  that  very  few  had  willingly  or 
gratuitously  joined. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  entirely 
misunderstood  the  hon.  Member.  But  I 
differ  from  the  hon.  Member  still  with  re- 
gard to  the  inference  he  draws  from  Sir 
Alfred  Milner's  despatch.  As  certain  as 
anything  can  possibly  be,  what  happened 
Was  this  —  the  Cape  Colonists  who 
sympathised  with  the  rebels,  sent  word  to 
the  rebels  inviting  them  to  come,  and 
promised  that  if  they  came  in  they  would 
riae  and  join.  They  wanted  an  excuse — 
an  appearance  of  compulsion  at  any 
rate — but  the  despatches  which  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  the  despatches 
from  the  Boer  officers  themselves,  show 
that  when  they  came  in  they  were 
heartily  welcomed.  They  had  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  commandeering 
those  who  afterwards  joined.  After  the 
Boers  had  commandeered  the  willing 
colonists  they  dealt  with  the  loyal 
colonists.  In  most  cases  they  gave  them 
eight  day 8  notice  to  quit — sometimes  less 
— unless  they  would  join  them  and  fight 
against  their  own  flag  and  their  own 
country.  That  was  the  treatment  which 
was  meted  out  to  loyalists,  and  now  the 
assumption  is,  according  to  the  arguments 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  that  we  are 
to  take  no  account  whatever  of  that — that 
the  men  who  have  so  behaved,  who  have 
willingly  rebelled  against  the  flag,  are  to 
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come  back,  are  to  find  their  farms  pre- 
served for  them,  in  many  cases  by  British 
soldiers,  and  are  to  be  able,  if  they  so 
please,  to  taunt  those  who  were  loyal  with 
the  loss  of  their  property  and  the  injury 
to  themselves  and  their  families.  I  say 
that  is  an  intolerable  state  of  things. 
But,  as  I  have  explained  in  one  of  my 
despatches,  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Government  is  not  a  vindictive  policy. 
Revenge  does  not  enter  into  our  minds, 
nor,  as  I  believe,  does  it  enter  into  the 
minds  of  any  reasonable  people  in  this 
country.  What  we  want  is  prevention. 
We  do  not  want  rebellion  to  be  made  so 
easy  and  so  profitable  that  if  any  difficulty 
at  any  future  time  recurs,  the  same  men 
may  again  go  out  in  arms  against  us. 
What  do  we  propose  in  the  case  of  the 
men  who  have  behaved  as  I  have 
described  ?  We  do  not  propose  to  submit 
them  to  the  death  penalty  or  to  imprison 
them ;  we  do  not  propose  to  even  fine 
them,  but  we  propose  to  disarm  them 
politically  for  five  years.  This  is  the 
whole  punishment.  It  was  said  we  should 
disarm  them  as  far  as  possible.  Is  it  not 
illogical  to  say  you  are  to  take  away  the 
rifles  which  these  people  have  used  for 
certain  purposes  injurious  to  the  British 
Empire,  and  that  you  are  going  to  give 
them  votes  in  order  to  do  the  same  thing 
by  other  means  ?  I  will  not  attempt  to 
quote  the  words  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar,  but  the  whole  implication  of  his 
speech  was  that  a  punishment  was  being 
imposed  for  the  rebellion  which  ought  not 
to  be  imposed. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  did  not 
say  that  five  years  disfranchisement  was 
an  excessive  punishment,  but  I  said  that, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
Cape,  disfranchisement  was  the  worst  and 
most  inexpedient  form  of  punishment  that 
could  be  imposed. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBEKLAIN  :  I  have  just 
found  what  I  put  down  while  the  hon. 
Member  was  speaking.  He  said  dis- 
franchisement is  the  worst  method,  taken 
in  the  worst  place  and  at  the  worst  time. 
Then  he  says  he  did  not  object  to  that 
punishment.  That  was  the  whole  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  One  reason, 
he  says,  why  we  should  not  have  done 
this  is  that  it  raises  suspicion  about  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  I  am  quite  aware 
there  are  many  suspicions  about  the 
Colonial  Secretary.      Whom  have    I   to 

2  U 


1195 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  Ebtuncrtes. 


1196 


thank  for  that  ?  The  suspicions  are  all  de- 
rived from  the  speeches  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  ;  they  are  not  derived  from  fact. 
They  are  not  derived  in  the  least  from 
fact,  they  are  not  derived  from  anything 
I  have  said,  from  anything  I  have  written, 
from  anything  I  have  done,  but  they  are 
derived  from  ignoble  motives  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  imputed  to  me,  from 
articles  in  the  press,  from  Conciliation 
Committees,  and  Stop-the-war  Committees, 
and  from  their  literature,  which  I  do  not 
read,  but  which  I  see  when  it  comes  back 
to  me  from  South  Africa  as  having  been 
quoted  and  repeated  by  some  of  the 
leaders,  I  will  not  say  of  the  rebellion, 
but  I  will  say  some  of  those  who  are  hos- 
tile to  the  British  position  in  South 
Africa.  Yes,  I  know  what  the  suspicions 
amount  to,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
what  was  the  object  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen. They  have  undoubtedly 
seriously  embarrassed  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  the  very  hard 
and  difficult  work  in  which  I  have  been 
engaged.  At  the  same  time  I  have  taken 
one  course,  I  have  spoken  plainly,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  say  exactly  what  I  mean, 
so  that  no  one  could  misunderstand  me, 
and  I  believe,  in  the  long  run  at  any  rate, 
that  that  will  prove  to  have  been  the  best 
course.  I  think  I  have  really  dealt  with 
most  of  what  has  been  said.  I  would, 
however,  refer  to  one  expression  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  forCockermouth, 
or  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite,  who  complained  that  people 
called  him  and  his  friends  the  enemies  of 
their  country.  Well,  Sir,  I  really  do  not 
know  of  any  one  who  has  made  any  such 
charge  against  either  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  or  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cockermouth.  But,  when  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  forCockermouth  says 
of  his  countrymen  that  they  are  "  free- 
l>ootcrs,"  "  burglars,"  and  "  Boxers,"  it  is 
very  difficult  indeed  to  represent  him  as 
a  friend  of  his  country.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite,  although  I 
do  not  think  he  defined  his  position  very 
clearly,  as  I  understand  is  against  the 
annexation  of  the  two  Republics.  If  so, 
will  he  bear  this  in  mind,  that  in  the  first 
place  he  is  opposing  himself  to  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  great  sell- 
governing  colonies  who  have  assisted  us 
in  this  matter.  That  is  one  point  on 
which  through  all  their  Governments  they 
had  officially  communicated  their  opinion 
before  we  came  to  a  decision.      He  is 
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'  going  against  the  opinion  of  every  loyal 
Englishmen  and  Dutchman  in  Natal  and 

*  in  the  Cape  Colony.     He  is  going  against 

1  the  opinion,  I  believe,  of  nine  out  of  ten 
of  his  own  countrymen.     It  is  true  the 

<  hon.  Baronet  says  the  country  has  gone 
mad.      Well,    we  know    that   frame  of 

.  mind ;    there    are  .a    good    number  of 

1  people  who  hold  that  opinion,  that 
all  the  rest  of  the  world  is  mad,  but 
then  they  are  generally  shut  up. 
But,  although  hon.  Gentlemen  are  per- 
fectly at  liberty  to  hold  their  opinion, 
and  to  press  it  upon  the  House,  I  do 
ask   the    Committee    to    consider  what 

i  would  be  the  result  of  adopting  it.  What 
would  be  the  position  then  of  these  loyal 
colonists,  whose  desires  you  would  have 
rejected  1  Might  you  not  then  be 
accused  of  haying  "  flouted  "  them  1  You 
would  be  doing  that,  and  at  the  same 
time  you  would  be  doing  worse  than 
that,  you  would  be  discouraging  all  your 
loyal  subjects  in  South  Africa.  The  "hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  in  the  concluding 

>  words .  of  his  speech  reverted  to  the  nfc 
of  prophet,  which  is  always  a  favourite 
one  on  occasions  like  this.  It  is  so  easy 
to  prophesy,  and  it  is  so  impossible  to 

,  say   whether  or  not  the  prophecy  will 

,  come  true,  and  when  the  prophecy  has 
been  proved  to  be  untrue  then  au  the 
interest     in     the     matter     has     disap- 
peared.     He     might     quote     me    in 
the     same     sense,      because     in    the 
speech  to   which  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Cockermouth  referred  I  did 
no  doubt  say,  four  years  ago,  that  a  war 
in   South   Africa    would    create   feeling 
which  might  take  generations  to  allay. 
Well,  that  was  a  prophecy.     I  should  like 
to  say  now  that,  with  greater  knowledge, 
I  am  more   hopeful.     I  do  not  conceal 
from  myself  the  terrible  divisions  among 
families,   among  peoples,    among   races, 
among  religions,  which  exist  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  South  Afriea.      But  it  seems 
to  me  that  those  who  know  most  of  the 
country  are  of  opinion  that  hitherto  those 
divisions  have  been  based  upon  a  mil- 
understanding  on  the  part  of  the  Boers  of 
the  English  character  and   the  English 

!  power,  and  that  now  that  that  misunder- 
standing has  been  removed  by  the  war 
the  probability  is  that  after  a  short  time 

i  they  will  settle  down  to  a  condition 
of  things   in    which    certainly  they  will 

i  not    have    anything    to    complain    of. 

'  We  have  publicly  declared  it  to  be  our 
desire  and  intention  to  give  to  them  at 
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he  earliest  possible  moment  self-govern- 
lent  similar  to  that  enjoyed  by  our  own 
rionies.  When  hon.  Members  in  this 
abate  have  spoken  of  disfranchisement 
Eid  other  punishments,  and  have  said 
tut,  while  the  object  of  the  war  was  to 
nfr&nchise  the  Uitlanders,  the  result  of 
tie  war  would  be  to  disfranchise  the 
toera,  they  ignore  the  fact,  which  they 
aiow  perfectly  well,  that  while  for  a 
leriod,  which  I  hope  may  be  brief,  it  is 
theolutely  necessary  that  the  country 
thould  be  governed  with  large  military 
'orces  present  in  it,  yet  we  regard  that 
uonly  a  temporary  situation,  and  one 
ifhich  we  hope  will  be  altered  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  I  have  been 
asked  by  my  hon.  friend  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  future.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  the  Member  for  Poplar  urged 
delay.  Well,  I  think  delay  has  been  a 
colonial  policy  for  too  many  years. 
I  do  not  entirely  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  No  doubt  we  must  not  pro- 
seed  too  hastily,  and  we  shall  have  to 
froceed  step  by  step.  But  there  are 
ome  things  which  are  very  clear.  The 
rat  thing  is  the  announcement  which  has 
teen  made  that  the  two  States  will  be 
Dnexed  to  Her  Majesty's  dominions  and 
O  political  independence  will  be  reserved 
0  them  in  the  future.  Let  me  say  that 
:  you  want  authority  for  that  you  will 
M  it  in  the  writings  and  speeches  of 
ne  of  those  men  to  whom  all  appeal  in 
krath  Africa  as  a  representative  of 
adicial  impartiality  and  moderation — I 
dean  Mr.  Rose-Innes.  Mr.  Rose-Innes 
U»  declared  in  the  strongest  terms  that 
ogive  back  to  the  Boers  any  kind  of 
ndependence  would  be  merely  sowing 
he  seeds  of  further  trouble  and  inviting 
uture  difficulty.  That  is  the  first  thing. 
t  does  not  follow  that  the  future 
pvernment  of  the  two  States  should  be 
txaetly  the  same,  or  that  the  grant  of 
elf-government  which  will  ultimately  be 
iade  to  them  should  be  made  to  both  at 
he  same  time.  It  is  possible  that  we 
light  find  that  the  Orange  Free  State 
rould  more  rapidly  be  in  a  position  safely 
t>  enjoy  these  privileges  and  liberties  than 
he  Transvaal.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lie  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  a  speech 
rhich  he  made  in  the  country  used,  I 
[link,  an  expression  which  rather  sur- 
rised  me.  I  am  not  quoting  his  words. 
have  not  them  in  my  mind,  and  he  will 
o  doubt  tell  me  if  I  am  wrong  in  inter- 
reting  them.    Their  meaning  was  to  the 


effect  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  should  be 
a  military  administration  until  such  time 
as  full  self-government  could  be  given, 
and  that  there  should  be  no  interval  of 
Crown  Colony  government. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN ; 
My  idea  was,  and  is,  that  as  long  as  your 
military  occupation  of  the  country  con- 
tinues, of  course  the  government  of  the 
country,  which  is  not  a  regular  govern- 
ment, will  be  in  military  hands,  and  in 
that  sense  a  military  government.  But 
if  you  proceed  from  that  to  take  a  further 
step,  and  constitute  a  regular  form  of 
Crown  Colony  government,  it  appeared  to 
me  when  I  spoke,  and  it  appears  to  me  still, 
that  you  commit  yourself  to  a  definite 
kind  of  autocratic  government  which 
would  be  more  difficult  to  get  rid  of,  and 
which  would  rather  indicate  that  you 
would  expect  it  to  be  a  long  time  before 
you  got  another  form  of  government.  I 
hope  I  have  made  myself  clear. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  think  I 
correctly  understood  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, though  I  did  not  represent  him 
with  so  much  fulness.  Practically,  I  think, 
we  are  agreed  as  to  his  meaning.  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  take  issue.  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  maintain 
indefinitely  a  military  administration  in 
the  two  conquered  States.  We  hold  that 
that  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes 
that  could  possibly  be  made  in  view 
of  our  desire  for  an  early  and 
pacific  settlement.  We  remember 
what  happened  when  the  Transvaal 
was  annexed  on  the  last  occasion;  we 
remember  how  difficulties  were  created  by 
military  administration ;  we  believe  that 
there  are  difficulties  essential  to  military 
administration,  and  that  without  in  any 
way  implying  blame  to  the  military 
authorities.  But  the  military  authorities 
are  not  trained  for  the  purposes  of  civil 
administration,  and  certainly,  in  our 
opinion,  at  the  very  earliest  moment 
civil  administration  must  be  set  up,  and 
a  civil  administration  as  opposed  to  a 
military  administration  is  what  we  call 
Crown  Colony  government.  But  the  fact 
that  we  establish  such  a  government  with 
a  view  to  make  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try as  easy  as  possible,  to  make  as  few 
breaks  as  possible  with  the  past,  is  not  to 
be  taken  as  an  indication  that  the  govern- 
ment will  last  for  long,  or  indeed  as  any 
indication  whatever  on  the  subject.    The 
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question  of  the  length  of  such  an  admini-  j  — namely,  that  in  which  he  declared  that 
stration  must  depend  on  many  circum- 1  he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  for  any 
stances  which  we  now  cannot  anticipate,  j  honest  man  who  conscientiousl}*  believes 
but  especially,  of  course,  on  the  way  ,  that  the  war  is  an  unjust  and  unrighteous 
in  which  the  Boers  take  to  the  war  to  do  otherwise  than  think  that  the 
new  government  which  we  shall  |  annexation  of  the  two  Republics  is  wrong, 
set  up.  I  am  advised  by  those  !  and  that  their  independence  ought  to  be 
who,  as  I  say,  are  most  intimate  with  the  ,'  restored.  As  to  the  rest  of  the  speech,  I 
country  that  it  is  the  most  improbable  j  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
thing  in  the  world  that  anything  like  >  speeches  I  ever  heard  in  this  House.  For 
continuous  guerilla  warfare  will  be  main-  j  my  part,  I  rather  admired  it  for  what  I 
tained,  that  it  is  not  in  the  habits  of  the  j  would  call  its  audacity.  The  right  hon. 
Boers  at  the  present  moment.  It  must  .  Gentleman  held  up  his  hands  in  holy 
be  remembered  that  although  we  some- 1  horror,  and  exclaimed  that  .he  could  not 
times  speak  of  what  is  going  on  now  as  I  imagine  how  anybody  could  regard  his 
guerilla  warfare,  yet  they  are  operations  conduct  with  regard  to  South  Africa  with 
conducted  by  very  large  bodies  of  troops,  |  suspicion.  He  could  not  conceive  how  it 
numbering  in  some  cases  as  many  as  I  was  possible  that  his  attitude  should  be  so 
8,000,  and  in  all  cases  having  a  very  sub- 1  misconceived.  "  Suspicion  ! "  he  said.  "  On 
stantial  number  of  guns  and  all  warlike  j  what  basis  of  fact  is  this  suspicion  built  F 
appliances.  That  is  not  guerilla  warfare.  Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
What  is  meant  by  guerilla  warfare,  as  we  j  have  forgotten  the  Hawksley  letters,  the 
understand  it  from  our  knowledge  of  the  '  concealment  of  facts  in  the  South  African 
Peninsular  War,  in  which  the  Duke  of !  Committee.  He  cannot  have  forgotten 
Wellington  commanded,  I  am,  at  all  I  the  promotion  of  one  of  the  men  im- 
events,  informed  and  advised  we  have  ;  plicated  in  the  raid  —  Sir  Graham 
not  probably  to  fear.  In  sitting  down  I  \  Bower  —  and  the  reinstatement  of 
can  only  say  that,  although  I  recog- 1  another  of  the  conspirators  —  Mr. 
nise  the  enormous  difficulties  of  the  I  Newton.  Indeed,  the  histor\r  of  the  last 
task  which  has  been  imposed  upon  us,  |  four  or  ffive  years  in  South  Africa  is 
I  am  hopeful,  I  am  sanguine,  that  i  simply  one  record  of  facts,  each  and  every 
we  shall  bring  it  to  a  successful  i  one  of  them  affording  good,  solid,  substan- 
conclusion  if  we  have  the  clear,  the  un- .  tial  ground  for  suspecting  the  attitude  of 
doubted  support  of  the  nation  behind  us.  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  everything  that 
If  we  could  have  had  the  warm  authori- '  he  does  in  South  Africa.  But  there  was 
tative  supporo  of  the  Opposition  in  this  i  another  sentence  which  fell  from  him 
House,  that  is  what  I  would  have  been  '  which  was  interesting  as  indicating  one  of 
best  pleased  to  have  had;  if  we  could  \  the  numerous  'changes  of  mind  affected  by 
have  shown  that  there  was  absolutely  no  I  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  the  course  of 
party  in  this  country  on  the  question,  1 1  his  brilliant  career.  Four  or  five  years 
firmly  believe,  as  I  am  standing  here,  that '  ago  he  considered  that  a  war  in  South 
the  war  would  have  been  brought  to  a  con- 1  Africa  would  be  a  protracted  war,  a  costly 
elusion  before  now.  I  believe,  and  I  have  j  war,  and  would  create  endless  bitterness 
some  evidence  to  justify  it.  that  the  hopa  j  and  strife  there  ;  and  he  came  to  thecori- 
of  reaction  has  prolonged  the  war,  just  as  j  elusion  that  it  would  be  an  immoral  pro- 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  war  the  Boers  |  ceeding.  To-day,  recanting  these,  amongst 
were  encouraged  to  greater  efforts  by  the  '  a  good  many  other  opinions  formed  in 
hope  of  intervention.  There  may  be  no  "  the  course  of  his  life,  he  declares  that  he 
ground  for  accusing  anybody,  but  there  j  has  changed  his  mind,  that  he  has  had 
is  ground  for  wishing,  in  the  interest  of  !  further   knowledge  since  then.     He  has 


this  country,  that,  at  all  events,  we  shall 
have  substantially  a  unanimous  House 
behind  us,  and  substantially  a  unanimous 
people  behind  us,  in  the  difficulties  we 
have  still  to  face. 

Mr.  LLOYD  -GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  There  was  one  portion  of  the 
speech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  with 
which  I  find  myself  in  cordial  agreement 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 


seen  men  who  know  the  country.  [HON. 
Members  :  Hear,  hear !]  That  is  per- 
fectly true ;  but  he  had  seen  these  men 
"  who  know  the  country,"  then,  and  it  is 
rather  curious  that  these  men  "who 
know  the  country"  perfectly,  thought 
that  th  ey  could  take  Pretoria,  the  capital 
of  the  Transvaal,  with  600  men  !  These 
were  the  men  who  had  been  living  in  the 
country  all    their  lives,   who  were  the 
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of  information  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  upon  which  information  the 
Imperial  Government  based  their  whole 
policy.  These  were  the  men  who  knew 
enough  about  the  country  that  they 
thought  they  could  do  with  600  amateur 
soldiers  that  which  it  has  taken  an  army 
of  250,000  men  eight  or  nine  months 
to  do.  These  were  the  men  who 
informed  the  Imperial  Government 
that  President  Kruger  would  climb 
down,  Why,  there  are  people  in  this 
country  who  have  never  seen  South , 
Africa  who  have  shown  greater  know- 
ledge about  South  Africa  than  these  other 
men  who  have  lived  in  it  all  their  lives, 
but  who  were  blinded  by  local  and  racial 
feeling,  and  who  could  not  be  trusted  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind.  That  is  the  un- 
fortunate part  of  the  whole  business. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
studying  the  question  possibly,  but  from 
what  I  can  see,  his  mind  is  biassed  by 
other  considerations.  Anybody  who 
listened  to  his  speech  knows  perfectly 
well  that  that  speech  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  South  Africa.  It  was  not 
a  speech  directed  to  South  Africa,  or  having 
any  connection  with  South  Africa,  and  it 
was  not  intended  to  deal  with  the  South 
African  business.  It  was  a  speech  in- 
tended purely  for  the  hustings.  It  was 
an  electioneering  performance.  I  venture 
to  say  that  there  is  no  worse  eye-glass 
than  the  ballot  box ;  and  it  was  through 
that  glass  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  been  looking  at  all  these  facts.  When 
he  came  to  deal  with  disfranchisement, 
he  misrepresented — I  do  not  say  that  he 
did  so  wilfully — what  was  said  by  the  late 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  and 
lny  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
Member  for  Dumfries  Burghs.  It 
was  perfectly  palpablo  what  their 
proposition  was.  Their  proposition  was 
that  disfranchisement  may  not  be  a  severe 
form  of  penalty,  but  that  it  was  the 
worst  you  can  administer  now.  I  would 
ask  the  supporters  of  the  Government 
whether  disfranchisement  would  ever 
have  been  thought  of  in  this  wholesale 
fashion  had  it  not  been  that  the  parties 
in  the  Gape  are  so  close,  that  the  Dutch 
majority  in  the  Cape  Parliament  is  so 
small,  that  the  disfranchisement  of  a  few 
hundreds  will  transfer  the  domination 
from   one  party  to  the  other?    It  is  a 

Erely  political  move,' and  that  is  what 
i  vitiated  the  whole  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.     He  is  so  essentially  a 


political  manager  that  he  is  always  elec- 
tioneering. He  is  a  kind  of  political 
agent,  and  so  permeated  is  he  with  that 
instinct  that  he  has  made  up  his  mind 
that  if  this  war  cannot  be  a  military 
success,  at  any  rate  he  will  make  it  an 
electioneering  success.  So  in  South 
Africa  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  just 
manipulates  the  settlement  in  such  a 
way  that  the  Dutch  Ministry  shall  be 
turned  out  and  an  English  Ministry  sub- 
stituted. And  in  this  country  he  is  deter- 
mined that  this  war  should  have  one 
result — that  is,  a  Chamberlain  Ministry  in 
the  next  Parliament.  That  is  electioneer- 
ing; it  is  not  statesmanship;  and  it 
is  not  the  way  to  settle  the  peace  of 
South  Africa.  The  worst  of  the  whole 
business  is  that  these  are  the  considera- 
tions that  have  directed  his  entire  policy, 
instead  of  considerations  of  statesmanship 
and  conciliation  which  might  have  settled 
the  whole  thing  without  war.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House,  I  should  like  for 
a  moment — it  is  relevant  to  the  motion 
for  the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary — to  invite  attention  to 
the  state  of  things  which  exists  in  South 
Africa,  and  contrast  it  with  the  position 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  into 
office.  In  Cape  Colony  what  was  the 
state  of  things  when  he  took  office  1  It 
is  true  that  they  had  an  Englishman  at 
the  head  of  affairs.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  just  been  denouncing  the 
Afrikander  Bond  practically  as  a  treason- 
able conspiracy.  He  said,  "I  have 
evidence."  There  has  been  too  much  so- 
called  evidence  which  is  kept  back.  Why 
should  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be  the 
sole  depository  of  all  these  confidences  ? 
This  is,  after  all,  nominally  a  democratic 
country.  What  has  become  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  rooted  policy  of  taking 
the  people  into  his  confidence  1  Here  is 
evidence  which,  according  to  him,  is 
sufficient  to  ground  an  indictment  against 
the  people  of  South  Africa,  and  yet  he 
withholds  it  from  Parliament.  I 
have  looked  carefully  into  the  Blue- 
books,  and  so  far  from  finding  any 
evidence  of  a  conspiracy  I  only  find  that 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  has  filled  them  with  the 
shavings  and  sawdust  of  the  South  African 
League  workshop — clippings  from  news- 
papers and  society  gossip  in  South  Africa. 
As  a  serious  bit  of  evidence,  there  is  a 
conversation  with  a  gentleman  called 
Schreiner,  seventeen  years  ago,  at  a 
dinner  party.     Gentlemen  who  reveal  the 
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confidences  of  a  dinner  party  are  the  men 
on  whose  evidence  yon  are  going  to  indict 
a  whole  nation  !  This  gentleman  met  a 
Mrv  Wright  ai  tins  dinner  party.  I  have 
read  the  who!e  conversation,  and  Mr. 
Wright  said  nothing  whatever  to  Mr. 
Sch  renter  about  a  conspiracy.  But  it  was 
said  that  his  countenance  was  statu 
with  self-confidence,  and  that,  he  wore  a 
self  satisfied  smile.  Therefore  that  means 
that  he  wanted  to  expel  the  British  flag 
from  South  Africa.  If  a  self -satisfied 
smile  and  a  countenance  stern  with  self- 
confidence    are    sufficient  to    expel    the 


ticaUy  &  quarrel  between  the  Government 

of  the  Cape  Colony  and  the  Government 
of  the  Transvaal  The  former  was  on  the 
point  of  declaring  war  against  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  were  only  waiting  to  gtt  the 
consent  of  this  country  to  do  so. 
that  was  the  Government  that  was  put  in 
office  with  the  support  of  the  Dutch 
majority  in  Cape  Colony.  What  i*  the 
position  now  1  It  has  beei 
th.' right    hon.  Gentleman  hsmatU,    Thc 

men  who  had  supported  Mr.  Rhode 
and  four  English  Prime   Ministers  is 
cession,  are  the  people  now  indicted 


British  flag  from  South  Africa,  I  cannot  i  rebellion,  whose  leaders  are  impria 
understand  why  there  should  be  a  Union    expatriated,  and  whom  it  is  proposed  ire 
Jack  left  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Bir-  j  should  deprive  of  the  elementarv 

'    of    citizenship,  because   they   coon 
entrusted   with  those  rights  "so  far  as  the 
British  Empire  is  concerned.     That  b 
change    in    the    position    in    the   < 
Colony  j  and  the  change  in  the  Triaanil 
is  quite  as  bad.     In  the  Transvaal 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  into  office 
matters  were  progressing  favoui 
far  as  reform  was  concerned.     There  wai 
a  strong  Reform  party  in   the  Tram 
at  that  date.     The   head  of  tin    L 
party   came  within  500    votes  oi  being 
elected  President,     And  it  musi 
forgotten    that    General    Botha    his 
moved  a  resolution   in  the  Volfe 
favour  of  reducing  the  period  of  quittfift- 
tion    for    the    franchise    to    five   yew\ 
and  came  within  four  votes  of  can 
it.      [An.  Hon.   Member  :    How  many 
voted  on  each  side  ?]      There  wer 
for  and   fourteen    against.     That  shorn 
the  progress  the  Reform  party  was  making 
at  that  time.     The  Reform  candidal* 
the  Presidency  eame  within  500  vot> 
being    elected    over    President    K: 
Now     all      these      men      are      endued 
with     hostility    to    Great    Britain.     A» 
for   the    Orange    Free  State,   when 
right  hon.  Gentleman  came  into  otfi 
was   perfectly   friendly.      Now   it  is  m 
hostile  that  its   forces   are   in   the  field 
against    us,    and   you   have   been   mean 
enough  to   wipe   out  the   word    UF 
from    the    very   name   of   that  Colony. 
When   you   come   to  the  effect    <*f  your 


mingham.  -  And  that  is  the  sort  of 
evidence  on  which  we  are  asked  to  believe 
in  this  great  conspiracy  in  South  Africa  ! 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says — 
11  This  is  true ;  it  may  not  be  in  , 
the  Blue-books,  bat  I  have  evidence 
of  it.  It  is  within  my  bosom.'1  It 
is  time,  I  think,  that  we  should  get 
all  these  facts  before  the  British 
public.  It  is  the  same  thing  in  regard  to 
the  Boer  treatment  of  the  natives.  Whit 
were  we  told  in  July  last  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said— 

"  We  had  charges  against  the  Boer  Govern* 
went  in  regard  to  their  treatment  of  the 
natives  but  we  kept  the m  Wk/' 

To  return  to  my  main  argument.  I  was 
pointing  out  what  was  the  state  of  things 
in  South  Africa  when  the  tight  hon. 
Gentleman  came  into  office.  There  was 
an  English  Prime  Minister,  supported  by 
a  Dutch  majority.  What  was  the  policy 
of  this  Primo  Minister  who  was  in  office 
with  the  help  of  the  Afrikander  Bond  ?  It 
is  thus  described  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman— 

"  Mr,  Khodea  has  told  ns  here  that  it  was 
bin  own  view  or  idea,  to  secure  the  union  of 
the  States  in  .South  Africa  leaving  tn  the 
Other  Sutes  a  Republican  form  of~  Govern- 
ment, hat  at  the  same  time  the  whole  to  be 
under  the  British  tiagKO  far  a*  foreign  rela- 
tions were  concerned," 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  whose  policy 
was  this  was  Prime  .Minister  of  the  Cape, 


the  States  of  South  Africa  under  the 
British  flag.  What  was  the  attitude 
towards  the  Transvaal  1  Shortly  before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  into 
office,  or  shortly  after,  there  was    prac- 

Jfr.  Lbyd-Gcorye* 


great  proposals  for  domestic  reform  of 
which  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  claimed 
to  be  the  apostle.  And  when  you  come 
to  consider  how  it  has  paralysed  the 
power  and  arms  of  Great  Britain  abroad 
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the  policy  night  very  well  be  described  1  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  answering  the 
in  the  phrase  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1  speech  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
■an  himself  as  calamitous.  One  thing  j  said  that  to  talk  of  suffering  was  irrele- 
ktt  struck  me.  Hon.  and  right  hon.  |  yant.  That  is  an  extraordinary  decla- 
Gentlemen  opposite    are  wont    to   con- '  ration  to  make.     He  said,  "  What  is  the 

Stellate  themselves  upon  the  fact  that  [  loss  of  8,000  men  killed  on  the  one  side 
European  Powers  have  not  offered  to  i  and  3,000  or  4,000  on  the  other ;  what  is 
intervene.  But  has  it  never  occurred  to  !  the  maiming  of  40,000  for  life  I— and  that 
them  to  consider  what  is  the  reason  why  |  is  only  the  beginning  of  it.  All  that  is 
those  European  Powers  which  are  hostile  i  perfectly  irrelevant ! "  Surely  in  a  question 
to  us,  who  hate  us,  and  are  willing  to  j  of  thiskind  the  suffering  undergone  is  more 
strike  a  blow  at  the  very  existence  of  this  or  less  relevant.  Does  not  the  price  you 
Empire,  have  not  intervened  and  have  j  are  to  pay  come  in  when  you  are  con- 
not  talked  of  intervening  ?  The  only  offer  j  sidering  whether  you  should  go  to  war  ? 
of  mediation  has  come  from  the  one  Power  j  At  least  the  Prime  Minister  thought  so. 
in  the  world  which  is  perfectly  friendly  to  |  We  had  a  perfectly  good  case  for  war 
im — from  that  State  the  Government  of  \  against  France  in  regard  to  Madagascar, 
which  is  so  friendly  to  us  that  it  has  I  but  Lord  Salisbury  came  to  the  con- 
imperilled  its  existence  owing  to  its  j  elusion  that  British  trade  in  Madagascar 
sympathy  with  Great"  Britain.  The  ,  was  not  worth  the  immense  suffering  and 
reason  is  that  the  Powers  that  hate  and  I  sacrifice  of  life  that  would  be  produced 
dislike  us  do  not  want  to  stop  the  j  by  a  war  with  France.  It  was  because  the 
terrible  exhaustion  of  our  power  going  on  '  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  foresee  what 
in  South  Africa.  There  is  nothing  that  |  would  happen,  because  he  was  misled 
•aits  them  better.  You  have  simply  to  [  by  his  own  prejudices  and  prepossessions 
took  at  China  and  get  your  answer  there.  '  and  by  the  men  "  who  know  the  country  " 
What  is  happening  there  1  We  aro  the  |  that  he  went  into  this  terrible  war  in 
Power  which  has  the  greatest  interest  in  '  South  Africa.  I  would  ask  the  Com- 
Qhina.  Our  trade  with  China  is  greater  mittee  what  is  it  we  have  gained  by  this 
«han  the  aggregate  trade  of  all  the  other  j  war  1  Taking  the  facts  as  they  are  at  the 
lowers ;  and  formerly  wo  were  the  fore- 1  present  moment  I  venture  to  say  that  as  far 
Host  Power  in  settling  Chinese  affairs.  '  as  regards  all  the  objects  we  set  before 
But  what  is  the  position  now  1  We  have  '  ourselves  when  we  entered  into  the  war, 
leen  reduced  to  the  position  of  a  third- ;  we  are  worse  off  now  than  before  it  began. 
rate  Power  in  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  i  We  entered  into  the  war  in  order  to  esta- 
of  the  Chinese  Empire.  [An  Hon.  !  blish  equal  rights  between  the  white  races 
Member  :  No.]  I  will  give  the  hon.  I  in  the  Transvaal.  That  was  the  avowed, 
Member  the  facts.  Russia  and  Japan  !  open,  and  declared  object.  How  do  we 
have  each  got  in  China  more  troops  than  \  stand  now,  even  according  to  the 
we  have  ;  therefore  in  that  respect  we  are  ]  declaration  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  7 
a  third-rate  Power.  But  not  only  that.  ■  Equal  rights !  Not  at  all.  The  first 
Why  is  it  that  in  order  to  protect  our  own  |  thing  is  that  you  have  got  to  conquer  the 
Minister  and  our  own  people  we  have  to  territory,  and  that  will  take  at  least  a 
appeal  to  an  Oriental  Power  1  Why  is  it '  year.  And  then  there  is  to  be  a  military 
that  we  have  to  appeal  to  a  Bhuddist  •  occupation.  Afterwards  you  will  set  up 
Power  to  protect  o*ir  own  missionaries  1  j  a  Crown  Colony,  which  is  to  last  accord- 
It  is  because  the  whole  reserves  of  the  i  ing  to  the  behaviour  of  the  Boers.  But, 
Empire  have  been  pledged  in  this  |  taking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own 
terrific  struggle  going  on  in  South  j  previous  declaration,  this  feud  may  last 
Africa.  Let  these  two  facts  rest  |  for  generations.  Does  he  believe  that 
in  the  mind  of  our  great  Imperial  if  he  annexes  these  two  Republics  he 
statesmen  who  are  so  proud  of  the  |  will  restore  peace  and  amity  in  ten  or 
Empire.  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  ,  fifteen  years,  so  that  you  can  trust 
House  of  Commons,  if  the  Cabinet,  if  the  !  them  with  self-government  1  And 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secre-  j  what  does  a  Crown  Colony  mean  ? 
tary  himself,  had  foreseen  twelve  months  (  A  Crown  Colony  does  not  mean 
ago  the  condition  into  which  this  war ;  giving  votes  to  anybody.  You  cannot 
would  have  brought  us,  they  would  I  set  up  self-government  in  the  Transvaal 
not  have  rejected  President  Kruger's '  and  enfranchise  the  Uitlanders  alone. 
terms  in  August  And  September  last.  The    The  right  hon.   Gentleman  knows  that 
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perfectly  well.  He  deprives  everybody  of 
votes,  and  governs  that  State  by  means  of 
nominees  of  the  Crown.  We  started  the 
war  in  order  to  obtain  the  franchise  for 
everybody,  and  we  end  it  with  the  fran- 
chise for  nobody.  It  is  true  that  you  esta- 
blish a  kind  of  equality  between  the  white 
races  there,  but  it  is  not  equal  rights,  but 
equal  wrongs.  They  are  all  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  franchise.  Now,  what 
would  have  happened  if  there  had  been 
no  war  '\  President  Kruger  offered  a 
seven  years  franchise,  or  a  five  years 
franchise  on  conditions — nine-tenths  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
considered  satisfactory.  Supposing  the 
Bill  granting  the  seven  years  franchise 
had  been  unsatisfactory — although  it  is 
not  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
assume  that  it  would  be  ;  President 
Kruger  offered  to  refer  it  to  an  inquiry, 
as  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself — assuming  that  it  would 
have  been  unsatisfactory,  it  would  not 
have  lasted  for  ever.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  the  reform  leaders  in  the  Transvaal 
were  the  men  of  real  power  in  that  country. 
Who  were  the  leaders  of  reaction  1  President 
Kruger  and  Commandant  Cronje — both 
old  men.  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
things  they  could  not  have  lasted  long. 
Their  power  was  a  diminishing  and 
dwindling  force  in  the  Republic.  Who 
were  the  leaders  of  the  reform  party  1 
General  Botha,  the  two  Generals  De  Wet, 
and  Lucas  Meyer,  and  others — all  men 
who  have  bee  n  brought  to  the  front  by 
this  war.  They  are  young  men,  and  were 
pledged  to  reform  and  to  granting  the 
rights  of  citizenship  to  the  Uitlanders, 
wnile  the  men  who  were  pledged  to  re- 
action and  denying  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship to  the  Uitlanders  were  old  men  with 
diminishing  influence.  The  young  men 
pledged  to  free  franchise  were  of  growing 
influence  in  the  State.  All  this  means 
that  if  we  had  not  gone  into  this  wretched 
war,  we  would  have  had  the  franchise 
and  equal  rights  in  seven  or  ten  years  at 
the  outside ;  and  what  would  have  been 
spared  to  humanity  1  Eight  thousand 
and  more  of  our  own  soldiers  dead  !  And 
the  worst  of  a  war  like  this  is,  that  it  is 
not  the  guilty  persons  who  are  punished, 
but  the  innocent.  I  know  not  who  is 
responsible  for  this  war.  President 
Kruger  ?  It  may  be  ;  but  he  is  not  the 
man  to  be  punished.  It  may  be  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself — as  I  believe — but 
he  is  not  the  man  to  be  punished  for  it. 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


What  had  these  8,000  British  troops  who 
had  been  killed  done  ?     What  had  the 
450,000  men,  women,  and  children  who 
have  been  turned  out  of  their  homes  and 
are  roaming  over  the  veldt  in  the  Trans, 
vaal  done  ?      Yes,   or  even  these  poor 
burghers    in    the  field?     They,  at  an? 
rate,  had  profited  nil   by  the  corruption 
of  President  Kruger  and  his  Hollander 
gang.     That  is  the  worst  of  it.    If  we 
had  only  waited  with  patience  all  would 
have  come  out  well  in  five  or  ten  years, 
and  the  suffering,  the  detestation,  and  the 
stain  on  the  name  of  Great  Britain  would 
have  been    spared.     [Hon.    Members  : 
Oh !]      Yes,   all  that  would  have  been 
saved.     And   I  will  tell  the  Committee 
what  more,  in  my  opinion,  would  hare 
been  gained.     We  should  have  gained  the 
confidence  and  loyalty  of  those  men  in 
Cape  Colony.     [Laughter.]     Why  should 
hon.  Members  laugh  at   the  loyalty  of 
250,000  of  their  own   fellow  citizens  of 
the  Empire  in  South  Africa,  who  never, 
until  provoked  by  this  war,  had  given  the 
slightest  indication  of  disloyalty,  but  sup- 
ported the  British  Ministry  ?  That  is  what 
we  would    have  gained,  but  we  made 
matters  worse  instead  of  improving  them 
by  this  war.     What    else    have  we  set 
ourselves  to  accomplish  1     The  peace  of 
South  Africa.     That  is  an  argument  1 
have  heard  in  this  House  and  outside  it. 
It  was  said  that  the  war  was  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  peace  in  South  Africa, 
and     that      it    would      put     an     end 
to  those  causes  of    disturbance  in  the 
Transvaal.     What  have  you  gained  so  far 
as  peace  is  concerned  1    The  whole  fight- 
ing prior  to  the  war,  and  the  whole  dis- 
turbances, were  purely  local.     There  was 
no  bloodshed  in  Cape  Colony  or  Natal,  or 
in  the  Transvaal  or  the  Orange  Free  State 
— none  after  the  Jameson  raid  on  Johannes- 
burg.     Only  a   little  disturbance  which 
the  police  could  settle.  But  what  have  you 
done  by  this  war  ?  You  have  covered  South 
Africa  with  the  blood  of  the  bravest  men 
which  our  own  country  and  their  country 
could  provide.  That  is  how  peace  in  South 
Africa  has  been  restored.      But  it  is  said 
that  we  want  to  establish  the  paramountry 
of  Great  Britain.    That  was  unnecessary. 
There  are  two  things  which  I  think  the 
Committee  ought  to  take  into  account  in 
this  respect.     President  Kruger  did  two 
things  which   showed  that,  however  he 
might  object  to  the  name  of  suzerainty, 
he  recognised  the  paramountry  of  this 
country.      First  of  all,  he  discussed  his 
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own  internal  affairs,  and  the  very  Bills 
which  he  submitted  to  his  own  Parliament, 
with    the  Imperial  High   Commissioner. 
What  country  in  the  world  would  have  done 
that  %   Would  Switzerland  have  discussed 
its  own  Bills  regarding  internal  reforms 
with    this     country  1       Certainly     not. 
Another  thing  he  agreed  to,  and  that  was 
Chat  in  the  matter  of  arbitration  between 
this  country  and    the  Transvaal  he  was 
perfectly  willing  that  no  outsider  should 
lie  introduced.     Is  that  not  a  recognition 
cf    the  paramountry,  real  and  effective 
puamountcy,  of    Great    Britain  1     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was   not  satisfied 
until  he  could  get  not  merely  the  reality 
hot  the  shadow  of  paramountry,  and  he 
his  got  it.     But,  again,  it  was  said  that 
this  war  was  entered  into  to  re-establish 
British  prestige,   which  had  suffered  at 
Majuba.  The  Prime  Minister  has  declared 
that  we  entered  into  this  war  to  revenge 
the  humiliation  of  Majuba,  and  to  restore 
the  proper  credit  of  this  country.     I  ask 
hon.  Members,  will  they  venture  to  say 
that  this  war  has  re-established  British 
prestige  in  South  Africa  or  elsewhere? 
A  force  of  250,000  of    the  picked  and 
trained  men,  not  only  of  this  country, 
but  of  the  colonies,  is  required  to  crush 
15,000  peasants.   [Hon.  Members  :  Oh  !] 
Well,    I    am    taking    as   my    authority 
Mr.     Cecil     Rhodes.       At    the  present 
noment    I    do  not    believe    that   any- 
ne  would   even    assert   that   there  are 
nore  than  20,000  Boers  in  the  field.  How 
ioes  that  re-establish  our    prestige    or 
ivenge  Majuba  ?    It  is  with  regret  that  I 
tpeak  of  it ;  there  is  a  sense  of  humilia- 
tion in  it.      My  own  countrymen   have 
been  captured,  and  who  can  think  of  that 
fithout  a  sense  of  shame  ?      But  in  this 
far  during  the  last  ten  months  we  have 
>een   beaten    in   battles    in    which   the 
on  was  greater  than  all  the  men  engaged 
m  both  sides  at  Majuba.     Why,  we  have 
lad     a     dozen     Majubas.      .Revenging 
tfajuba !      You      have      overshadowed 
kfajuba  with  the  ghastlier  tragedies   of 
tfagersfontein    and    Spion    Kop.      You 
nay  have  destroyed  the  Conventions  of 
1881  and  1884 ;  you  may  have  wiped  out 
he  humiliation  attached  to  the  memory 
it  Majuba,  but  you  have  substituted  for 
t  a  proclamation  which  turned  women 
ind  children  in  the  depth  of  winter  from 
heir  own  homes  into  the  African  desert ; 
aid  you  call  that  restoring  British  prestige 
n  South  Africa.    On  the  contrary,  British 
>restige  has  suffered,  and  no  one  will  deny 


that  this  great  war  has  done   nothing 
more  than  to  multiply  grief  and  poverty. 
As  for  our  military  reverses,  it  is  not  for 
me   to    dwell   upon   them;   but,   at  any 
rate,    there    is    in     them    no    restoring 
of  prestige.     I  remember  perfectly  well 
the  great  cry  at  the  last  General  Election 
was  "  Support  home  industries,"  and  the 
Government,  and  above  all,  the  Minister 
who  got  his  party  into  power  on  the  pro- 
I  hibition  of  foreign  brushes,  is  now  engaged 
in  the  task  of  restoring  British  prestige 
with  guns  made  in  Germany,  soldiers  fed 
on  French  vegetables  and  South  American 
meat,   Hungarian  horses   provided   with 
American    saddles,   and    foreign    fodder 
carried  by  Spanish  mules.     That  is  how 
we  are  restoring  British  prestige  and  the 
credit  of  the  country.     The  fact  is  that 
this  war  was  based  on  a  gross  miscalcula- 
tion— upon   a   series   of   miscalculations. 
I  It  was  calculated  that  with   47,000  men 
I  we  could  conquer  these  two  Republics. 
It  is  rather  unfortunate  to  consider  what 
i  that  miscalculation  was  based  upon.     It 
was  not  a  miscalculation  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Department.     It  was  not  that  we 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  the  military 
preparations  of  the  Boers.     The  Under 
Secretary  for  War    declared   that    they 
knew  perfectly  well  at  the  War  Office  the 
number  of  men  that  the  two  Republic* 
could  turn  out,  the  number  of  their  guns, 
and    the  amount    of    ammunition   they 
had  ;     in      fact,      that      they      rather 
exaggerated    the    power    of    the    Boers 
than  otherwise.     The  miscalculation  was 
a  miscalculation  of  statesmanship — a  mis- 
calculation as  to    the  character,  disposi- 
tion, ideals,  and  tenacity  of  the  men  with 
whom  we  had  to  deal.     And  that  miscal- 
culation    must     rest     entirely    on     the 
shoulders  of   the  right   hon.  Gentleman 
himself.     He  has  led  us  into  two  blunders. 
The  first  was  the  war.     But  worse  than 
the  war   is  the  change   that    has    been 
effected  in  the  purpose  for  which  we  are 
prosecuting  the  war.     We  went  into  the 
war  for  equal  rights  ;  we  are  prosecuting 
it  for  annexation.     That  is  a  most  serious 
change  in  the  tactics  of  the  Government 
from  any  point  of  view.     There  may  be 
something  to  be  said  for  a  war  so  long  as 
it  is  entered  upon  for  an  unselfish  pur- 
pose.     The    influence    of    a   war    must 
always  be  brutalising,  at  best ;  but  still,  if 
you  enter  upon  it  for  an  unselfish  pur- 
pose there    is    something    which  almost 
consecrates  the  sacrifices,  bloodshed,  and 
suffering  endured.     But  when  you  enter 
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upon  a  war  purely  and  simply  lor  the 

purposes  of  plunder,  I  know  of  nothing 
which   is   more  degrading   to  the  coun- 
try   or     more    hideous    in     its    effects 
on    the    mind     and     character     of     the 
people    engaged    in    it.       Anyone    who 
looks  at  the  illustrated  papers  must  see 
the  horrible  presentments  given  of  inci- 
dents which  were  formerly  relegated  to 
prints    like    the    Pofke    Gazette^  details 
which  I  cannot  give  to  the  House  without 
a  gross  breach  of  good   taste.     Incidents 
of  that  kind  are  not  given  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  any  disgust  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  but  with  every  circumstance 
of  indication  that  they  are  there  to  invoke 
admiration.     And  all  these  are  circulated 
broadcast  in  every  household  throughout 
the  country.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  n  speech  quoted 
by  the  hon.    Member   for   Cockermouth 
said  that  a  war  in  order  to  impose  internal 
reforms  upon  President  Kruger  would  be 
an  immoral  war.     If  that  be  so,  1  ask  tin- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  any  of  his  friends 
to  lind  an  adjective  sufficiently  expressive 
of  the  character  of  a  war  entered  upon  for 
the  purposes  of  annexation.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  admitted  that  we  had  no  i 
right  to    meddle  in  the    affairs  of    the 
Transvaal,  and  that  there  was  only  one 
possible    justification    for    it — that    our 
motive  was  an  unselfish  one.     We  have 
thrown  that  justification  away  now.     h 
is  exactly  as  if  you  had  entered   into  a 
man's  house  to  protect  the  children,  and 
started  to  steal  his  plate.  You  entered  into 
these  two  Republics  for  philanthropic  pur- 
poses, and  remained  to  commit  burglary. 
In  changing  the  purpose  of  the  war  yw 
have  made  a  had  change.     That  is  the 
impression  you  are  creating  abroad     Our 
critics  say  you  are  not  going  to  war  lor 
e«pial  rights  and  to  establish   fair  play, 
but  to  get  hold  of  the  goldfields ;   and 
you  have  justified  that  criticism  of  our 
enemies  by  that  change.     But,   worst    of 
all,   a  change   has   been   effected  in  the 
character  of  the  war.     Up  to  a  certain 
point  it  was  conducted  with  considerable 
chivalry,  and,  so  far  as  war  can  be  so  eon- 
ducted,   with  apparent   good  temper  on 
both  sides.     A  war  of  annexation,  how- 
ever, against  a  proud  people  must  be  a 
war  of   extermination,   and   that   is   un- 
fortunately    what     it     seems     we     are 
now     committing    ourselves   to  —  burn- 
ing    homesteads     and     turning    women 
and     children     out     of      their      homes. 
The  telegram  received  from  Pretoria,  and 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


which  had   passed   the   military  <. 
stated  that  fact,  and   I  do  not  thin' 
won  hi  have  let  it  come  unless  it  was  true. 
It  is  also  confirmed  from  Lorenz- 
by  information  that  600  women 
dren  have  been  turned   out  air 
the  hills.     There  has  been  thr  burning  of 
the  homesteads  of  the  rebels,  add  this  war 
will  hrutalise  the  people,  and  the  savagery 
which  must  necessarily  follow  will  sfcain 
the  name  of  this  country.     It  -seems  to 
me  that  in  this  war  we   have  gradually 
followed  the  policy  of  Spain  in  Cuba,  The 
action  of  the  Spaniards  in  Cuba 
such  a  feeling  in  America  that  they  could 
not  tolerate  it,  and  we  know  how  that 
war  degraded  the  name  of  Spain.     Thin 
is  the  state  of  things  into  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  brought  us,     I> 
nine  or  ten  months  WW  have  kwl 

between  40,000  and  50,000  men,  there  lias 
been  enormous  expense,  and  the  end  is 
not  vet  in  sight.  And  this  Goventnififllb 
the  advent  of  which  we  were  told  would 
terrorise  all  other  government*  abroad, 
has  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  ap- 
I ualing  to  Japan  to  protect  its  own 
Ministers  in  China.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  up  his  mind  that 
this  war  shall  produce  electioneering 
capital  to  his  own  side.  He  is  in  a  great 
hurry  to  go  to  the  country  befor* 
facts  are  known.  He  wants  to  have  the 
judgment  of  the  people  in  the  very  height 
and  excitement  of  the  fever.  He  wants 
a  verdict  before  the  pleadings  are  closed 
and  before  "discovery "  has  been 
tied  He  does  not  want  the  docu- 
ments to  come,  but  he  wants  to  have  the 
judgment  of  the  country  upon  oem 
news,  suppressed  despatches,  and  unpaid 
bills.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
not  be  a  statesman,  but  he  is  an  «. 
electioneerer,  and  in  his  desire  to  go  to 
the  country  before  the  country  iv 
what  the  war  means  he  is  the  one  man 
who  pronounces  the  deepest  condemnation 
upon  his  own  proceedings. 


*\Ir,  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertford): 

have  been  very  much  struck  with 
extreme  poverty  of  the  argument 
by  hon.  Members  opposite  in  regard 
the  past,  and  the  extreme  timidity  with 
which  they  have  touched  <|iiestions  about 
the  future.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  given  us 
one  of  his  eloquent  and  bitter 
speeches,  but  it  does  not  take 
us  very  much  further.     He  has  told  m 


1913 


Supply — Civil 


{25  July  1900}  Service  Estimates. 


1214 


tfctf  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  really 
electioneering.  I  do  not  know  whether 
til  own  speech  was  intended  also  as 
an  electioneering  speech,  but  I  have  my 
doubts  as  to  whether  it  will  be  very 
highly  appreciated  as  such.  He  has  used 
arguments  to  try  and  show  that  in  China 
we  have  been  reduced  to  a  third-rate  Power 
in  consequence  of  this  war  in  South  Africa. 
The  sophistical  nature  of  this  argument 
is  apparent.  He  has  also  told  us  that 
President  Kruger  admitted  the  para- 
mountcy  of  Great  Britain.  Was  the  hon. 
Member  bearing  in  mind  that  several  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Boers  claimed  that  the 
Transvaal  was  a  sovereign  international 
State,  and  that  Mr.  Reitz  deliberately  used 
this  phrase  in  his  despatch  of  May  9, 
1899  ?  He  also  stated  that  the  war  was 
not  unselfish,  but  that  we  had  simply 
been  watching  for  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  the  gold  mines.  Everybody 
knows  perfectly  well  the  imperial  system 
of  colonial  Governments,  and  as  soon 
as  we  can  in  this  case,  as  in  others, 
we  intend  to  grant  responsible  govern- 
ments to  the  colonies,  and  therefore 
it  is  the  colonies  and  the  local 
territory  that  will  really  reap  the  benefit 
which  is  to  be  obtained  by  the 
taking  over  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State.  We  have  had  a 
speech  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar.  That  speech  did  not  add  very 
much  to  the  practical  solution  for  the 
future,  and  his  arguments  were  chiefly  to 
assert  that  we  went  to  war  to  obtain  the 
franchise  for  the  Uitlanders,  and  the  re- 
sult of  the  war  was  to  disfranchise  the 
Boers,  The  answer  to  this  he  supplied 
himself,  for  not  very  long  afterwards  he 
stated  that  the  war  has  lasted  so  long  that 
it  has  made  the  whole  position  a  very 
different  one.  Of  course  war  always  alters 
the  situation,  and  you  cannot  expect  that 
the  conditions  will  be  precisely  the  same 
after  the  war  as  they  are  before,  and  it 
is  idle  to  draw  arguments  of  that  descrip- 
tion from  the  circumstances  that  have 
arisen.  The  hon.  Member  has  also  told 
us  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  by 
their  want  of  preparation  for  this  war 
have  practically  made  these  men  rebels. 
This,  again,  is  an  extraordinary  statement 
which  shows  the  nature  of  the  speeches 
to  which  we  have  been  listening.  The 
hon.  Member  last  year  told  us  that  our 
preparations  were  too  many,  too  exten- 
sive, and  too  great,  and  it  is  almost 
childish  now  to  turn  round  and  assert 


that    it    is    want    of    preparation    that 
has  made  these  men  rebels.     Even  if  the 
Government  had  made  more  preparation 
I   suppose  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that 
their  feelings  would  have  been  just  the 
same.     I  will  now  come  to  a  more  practi- 
cal consideration  of  the   South   African 
problem.     We  have  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion  of    the   future  government  of  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange   Free    State. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  there  are  two 
immediate  courses,  either  that  we  should 
rule  the    two   Republics   like   a    Crown 
colony,  or  else  place  them  under  military 
government.     I  venture  to  think  that  in 
the  particular  case  of  South  Africa  the  two 
j  terms   "  Crown   colony  "   and   "  military 
I  government  "  are  practically  synonymous. 
If  you   have   a   purely  military  govern- 
ment you  will  be  subject  to  the  same  dis- 
|  advantages  as  occurred  in  the  Transvaal, 
I  in  1877,  when  Sir  Owen  Lanyon  was  at 
|  the  head  of  the  annexed  administration, 
i  and  if  you  are  to  have  a  really  successful 
I  Crown  Colony  government  it  will  require 
j  a  military  force   behind  it.      It    is  also 
largely  a  question  of  the  length  of  time 
for  which  this  kind  of  government  will 
be  required.     I  think  we  are  all  agreed 
that  after  the  war  is  over  we  mu3t  have 
a  responsible  government  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible.    I  take  issue   here  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar,  the  whole  tone    of 
whose    speech    was    to    urge    that    we 
were    jerrymandering    if    we    did     not 

frant  a  responsible  government  at  once, 
deny  in  toto  such  an  accusation,  and 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  a  responsible 
government  being  established  at  once 
should  remember  that  there  are  many 
practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  that 
course  being  adopted.  How  can  you 
grant  responsible  government  until,  at 
any  rate,  the  question  of  the  indemnity 
tax  is  settled? — for  otherwise  you  would  be 
putting  the  regulation  of  the  payment  of 
that  tax  into  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
been  openly  fighting  against  us.  It  ought  to 
be  remembered,  too,  that  you  are  incurring 
a  very  grave  risk  in  this  respect,  for  you 
may  be  sure  that  Dr.  Leyds  and  his  Hol- 
landers will  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
as  soon  as  a  responsible  government  is 
restored  of  coming  back  to  the  country 
and  agitating  to  produce  the  same  condi- 
tion of  unrest  and  inequality  again,  and 
make  the  whole  settlement  impossible. 
That  would  be  a  fictitious  agitation 
showing  vindictiveness  against  the  success 
of  British  arms,  and  against  the  freedom 
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of  British  government,  but  it  is  only  too 
likely  to  occur.  These  are  matters 
which  deserve  serious  consideration, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  spite  of 
the  jeers  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  her 
Majesty's  Government  will  take  great 
care  to  successfully  overcome  the  diffi- 
culty. No  doubt  there  are  other  diffi- 
culties. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dumfries  has  referred  to  the  question 
of  disarmament.  Personally  I  do  not  see 
how  any  policy  but  that  of  disarmament 
can  be  adopted  at  the  present  time.  We 
have  had  too  many  examples  of  the 
results  of  leniency  during  the  present 
war  to  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
that  leniency  must  be  tempered  by  judg- 
ment. I  am  anxious  to  be  as  lenient  as 
possible,  but  when  you  have  firing  on 
the  white  flag,  and  Boers  returning  to 
their  lost  farms,  and  then  going  over  to 
the  enemy  again  arid  taking  up  arms 
afresh,  notwithstanding  that  they  had 
promised  under  parole  not  to  do  so, 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  there 
is  very  much  sense  of  gratitude  in 
the  Boers.  There  is,  of  course,  much  to 
be  said  with  regard  to  the  attitude  of  the 
natives.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  it  is 
only  just  and  it  is  necessary  also  that  the 
white  man  should  be  armed  against  any 
native  attack.  In  consideration  of  this 
fact,  it  might  be  ultimately  possible, 
having  now  partly  reduced  the  number 
of  rifles  in  the  hands  of  the  Boer  popu- 
lation, still  further  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  ammunition  they  are  given.  I  only 
only  throw  that  out  as  a  suggestion  in 
view  of  the  native  difficulty.  There  is 
another  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  taxes  i 
in  connection  with  the  indemnity.  I  am  ■ 
confident  that  when  there  is  a  just  ad- ' 
ministration  it  will  be  found  that  the  i 
illegal  and  irregular  taxes  and  monopolies  \ 
are  sufficient  when  they  have  been  re-  i 
moved  to  enable  just  taxes  to  be  put  in  . 
their  place,  which  will,  without  offence, 
largely  contribute  to  the  indemnity.  I 
refer,  for  example,  more  particularly  to 
the  tax  which  has  hitherto  been  imposed 
by  the  Transvaal  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  the  dynamite  monopoly  with 
foodstuff's  and  the  enormously  high  railway 
rates  which  have  been  charged  by  the 
Netherlands  Railway.  There  is  a  another 
aspect  of  the  situation,  and  it  is  one  which 
has  been  touched  upon  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Durham.  We  are  all 
anxious  to  do  the  best  we  can  for  the  ■ 
future  of  the  country.  We  are  all  anxious  ; 

Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil. 


as  soon  as  the  war  is  over  to  show  what 
British  energy,  and  science  and  develop- 
ment can  produce,  for  we  know  that  it 
will  bring  real  advantages  to  that  unfor- 
tunate country. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Like 
the  case  of  Ireland. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL:  I  have  every 
hope  that  the  Inter-Departmental  Com- 
mittee, which  is  to  consider  the  question 
of  the  settlement  of  colonists  and  soldiers, 
will  produce  a  scheme  which  will  be  of 
real  benefit  to  the  country.  The  climate  is 
generally  excellent  in  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony.  More  markets  are 
needed  and  more  skilled  labour  is  wanted, 
as  against  the  unskilled  labour  which  is  to 
be  obtained  from  the  natives.  A  greater 
development  of  railways  is  needed, 
without  which  you  cannot  bring  the 
produce  to  the  markets,  and  without 
which  you  will  find  produce  grown  with- 
out there  being  any  convenient  markets 
for  it.  You  will  be  able  to  develop 
industries  in  new  portions  of  the  country. 
You  will  be  able,  I  am  certain,  to  grow 
more  wheat  in  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
which  is  a  very  good  wheat-growing  land, 
especially  near  Basutoland,  where  I  am 
informed  only  about  one-fifteenth  of  the 
wheat  is  grown  that  could  be  grown  under 
proper  management. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Give  them 
a  Board  of  Agriculture. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL :  You  will  be 
able  to  develop  fruit  growing  as  welL 
One  of  the  most  noticeable  things  in  times 
of  peace  in  South  Africa  is  that  nearly 
everyl)ody  is  supplied  with  tinned  food. 
That  shows  that  insufficient  attention  has 
been  paid  in  the  past  to  the  possibilities 
of  the  country  for  growing  the  ordinary 
necessaries  of  life.  I  have  every  confi- 
dence that  the  inquiries  to  be  made  by 
the  Inter- Departmental  Committee  which 
has  been  promised  will  result  in  great 
good  to  South  Africa.  I  have  not  men- 
tioned such  industries  as  the  making  of 
bricks. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :    Without 
straw. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL:  The  hon. 
Member  is  mistaken,  for  there  is  plenty 
of  straw  there.  Brick-clay  exists  in  many 
places.     I  also  venture  to  think  that  this 
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interruption  is  dictated  by « ignorance, 
because  nearly  ail  the  buildings  there  are 
aide  of  corrugated  iron,  which  is  ex- 
tremely hot  under  a  tropical  sun.  Really, 
I  think  many  hon.  Members  opposite  from 
Ireland  are  animated  more  by  a  desire  to 
sneer  at  the  policy  of  the  Government 
than  to  listen  to  practical  facts  about 
South  Africa.  Gold,  diamond,  and  coal 
mines  are  already  worked,  and  my  object 
has  been  to  show  that  there  are  plenty 
of  other  industries  which  the  colonists  can 
undertake  with  advantage  and  profit.  I 
know  the  difficulties  are  not  small,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  minimise  them,  but  I  am 
certain  that  they  can  be  overcome.  Diffi- 
culties arise  in  regard  to  the  supply  of 
water,  but  are  largely  remedied  by 
storing  rain-water  in  tanks,  by  sinking 
wells,  by  irrigation, where  possible,  from  the 
rivers.  By  new  scientific  inoculation  and 
other  means  we  can  get  rid  of  many  of 
the  troublesome  animals 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Yes,  the 
Boers. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  :  Such  as 
locusts,  which  exist  there.  And  various 
districts  which  have  already  been  open  to 
civilisation  in  South  Africa  show  by  ex- 
perience that  there  is  less  malaria  in 
those  districts  now  than  before.  I  have 
intervened  in  this  debate  partly  because 
I  wish  to  show  that  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  extremely  un- 
practical, and  were  perhaps  dictated  by 
some  feeling  of  electioneering  anxiety, 
and  partly  because  I  believe  that  much 
practical  good  can  be  done  to  South 
Africa  through  the  medium  of  British 
rule,  and  of  the  energy  which  has  been 
hitherto  wanting. 

Mr,  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  do  not  quite  follow  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
in  favour  of  this  war,  but  so  far  as  I 
understand  him,  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
after  we  have  spent  £100,000,000  and 
lost  thousands  of  the  lives  of  our  fellow 
countrymen,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Trans- 
vaal in  future  will  be  able  to  live  in  houses 
made  of  bricks  instead  of  iron.  I  can 
hardly  think  that  that  is  a  fair  justifica- 
tion of  the  war.  He  also  told  us  to  draw 
our  experience  from  Ireland.  It  appears 
that  we  have  treated  Ireland  well  and 
nobly,  and  yet  the  Irish  Members  are 
not    grateful.     Now    we   find  that  the 
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Transvaalers  are  not  grateful,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  why 
they  should  be  grateful.  Admitting 
that  we  are  right  in  this  war,  is 
it  likely  that  the  Transvaalers  would 
think  so  themselves  1  Can  they  be 
expected  to  be  grateful  to  us  for  shooting 
them  down,  burning  their  houses,  and 
dragging  their  women  into  the  desert  1 
We  are  told  that  we  ought  to  pursue  the 
war  to  the  bitter  end.  My  hon.  friend 
behind  me  said  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  rather  addressed  to  England  than  to 
South  Africa.  I  will  go  a  step  further 
and  say  that  it  struck  me  that  the  speech 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  rather 
addressed  to  his  own  side  than  to  our 
side.  We  know  that  on  the  other  side 
there  are  some  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are 
anxious  for  a  speedy  election,  and  there 
are  others  who  are  not  so  desirous.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  is  in  favour 
of  a  speedy  election,  and  the  gist  of  his 
speech  seems  to  be  that  we  ought  to  have 
an  election  at  once  if  the  Opposition 
dared  to  differ  in  one  single  word  from 
the  Government.  The  Government  has  a 
large  majority  and  can  vote  down  our 
opposition,  and  yet,  although  they  can 
vote  us  down,  if  we  dare  to  express  an 
opinion  that  the  Government  is  not 
entirely  right  m  the  settlement  they 
suggest  in  regard  to  the  future  of  South 
Africa,  at  once  Parliament  is  to  be  dis- 
solved and  the  Government  is  to  appeal  to 
the  country  on  the  subject.  That  is  a  new 
doctrine  not  known  to  any  of  the  prede- 
cessors of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
When  Mr.  Disraeli  came  home  from 
Berlin  with  his  "Peace  with  honour"  he 
was  urged  to  dissolve  at  once,  but  he  had 
a  great  respect  for  the  Parliament  of 
England  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
country,  and  he  did  not  think  it  right 
and  legitimate  merely  upon  a  snap  disso- 
lution to  get  a  snap  majority,  and  so  he 
put  the  election  oft".  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  when  the  election  took  place  a  little 
later  he  was  defeated,  but  at  any  rate  he 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he 
had  behaved  as  an  honest  and  honourable 
statesman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
considers  that  anybody  who  votes  in 
favour  of  the  reduction  moved  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth  must  agree  with  every  single  word 
which  has  been  said  by  the  mover.  Did 
anybody  ever  hear  of  such  a  doctrine  ? 
This  is  the  Colonial    Office  Vote,   and 
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a  motion  has  been  made  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by 
£100.  Personally,  the  only  hesitation  I 
have  in  voting  for  this  Amendment  is 
that  I  am  implying  that  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  have  £4,900. 
That  is  my  own  feeling,  but  I  have  got  a 
dozen  other  reasons  for  voting  for  this 
Amendment.  I  think  it  is  through  the  action 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  we 
have  this  war  at  all,  and  I  object  to  his 
interference  with  military  commanders. 
But  even  if  I  admitted  that  the  war  is 
perfectly  just  I  should  have  voted  for 
this  Amendment,  because  I  am  opposed 
to  the  action  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman intends  to  take  in  regard  to  the 
future  settlement  of  South  Africa.  Then 
there  is  another  extraordinary  doctrine. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  con- 
sidered it  was  a  mean  and  despicable  thing 
to  do  for  anyone  who  did  not  vote  either 
"aye,for  "no"  upon  this  question.  I 
hope  that  every  hon.  Gentleman  on  this 
side  will  vote  against  the  salary  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  views  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  are  singularly  unfor- 
tunate, because  I  remember  not  long  ago 
his  action  when  the  present  Lord  James, 
an  eminent  leader  of  the  Liberal  Unionist 
party,  moved  a  resolution  in  regard  to 
the  Indian  cotton  duties.  But  where  was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  the  Vote 
came  on  and  the  question  was  put  ? 
Everybody  looked  round  for  him,  but  he 
was  not  there.  Certainly  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  practise  what  he 
preaches.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  us  that  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  suspicion  felt  in 
South  Africa  with  regard  to  him- 
self, and  that  it  was  not  due  to  his  own 
action,  but  was  owing  to  the  speeches  of 
hon.  Members  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench,  who  had  absolutely  told  the  people 
of  South  Africa  that  they  ought  to 
suspect  him.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing ignoble  about  it  if  the  late  Attorney 
General  did  say  that  there  was  cause  for 
suspicion.  The  facts  are  all  there.  We 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  out  of  his  way  to  laud  up 
Mr.  Rhodes,  although  at  another  time  he 
practically  stated  that  Mr.  Rhodes  was  a 
most  dishonourable  man.  Surely  state- 
ments like  those  are  enough  to  lead  to 
some  sort  of  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the 
Afrikanders  in  South  Africa.  Surely 
there  is  still  some  ground  for  the  belief 

Mr.  Labouchere. 


that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  taking 
some  partisan  interest  in  Mr.  Rhodes. 
But  this  is  not  a  question  so  much  of  the 
particular  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  am  one  of  the  great  admirers  of 
his  eloquence  from  a  rhetorical  standpoint. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  always  takes 
up  two  or  three  of  the  weakest  arguments 
used,  and  he  assumes  that  these  are  the 
only  arguments,  and  then  he  proceeds  to 
misconstrue  them,  he  shrugs  his  shoulders, 
and  when  the  hon.  Member  attacked 
gets  up  to  put  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man right  he  refuses  to  give  way. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  is  a 
proof  of  the  great  rhetorical  ability  which 
he  possesses,  but  it  is  more  fitted  to  come 
from  below  the  gangway  than  from  a 
responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown.  The 
real  question  is,  what  ought  we  to  do  now 
under  the  present  circumstances  ?  We 
know  that  a  war  has  taken  place,  and  we 
know  that  you  cannot  put  things  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  position  as  they  were 
before  the  war.  What  we  ought  to  de- 
vote ourselves  entirely  to  is,  what  is  the 
best  thing  to  be  done  now  in  the 
permanent  interests  of  South  Africa  and 
the  Empire.  I  want  to  put  an  end  to 
this  racial  feud  which  now  exists,  and 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us 
existed  for  generations  before  the  war 
took  place.  I  should  have  thought  that 
the  war  would  have  tended  to  increase 
this  racial  feud,  and  I  was  sorry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  state  the 
reasons  why  he  had  altered  his  opinion. 
He  said  it  was  a  prophecy,  but  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  prophecies  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  either  before  or  after  the  war ; 
in  fact,  I  do  not  believe  in  any  prophecies 
whatsoever  from  anybody.  What  are 
we  to  do  in  regard  to  these  two  Republic* 
and  in  regard  to  Cape  Colony  ?  We  have 
had  two  Blue-books  issued  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  first  book  was  full  of  news- 
paper cuttings,  but  the  second  book  is 
interesting  reading,  because  it  shows  the 
intentions  and  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  what  was  passing  in  his 
mind,  much  more  clearly  than  the  speeches 
he  has  made  in  this  House.  The  Cape 
Ministry  did  not  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  My  hon.  friend 
said  his  opinion  was  asked  by  the  Cape 
Ministry,  but  I  cannot  find  anything  in 
these  Blue-books  which  said  that  anybody 
asked  for  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  have  read  a  long  letter 
from  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  which  the  Cape 
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Ministry  represent  to  Her  Majesty's  the  other  party.  And  who  is  the  other 
Government  their  views  in  regard  to  the  party  ?  Why,  it  is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
treatment  of  rebels.  They  say  that  they  man's  own  particular  friend,  Mr.  Rhodes, 
wish  their  views  to  be  represented  to  the  who  was  defeated  at  the  last  general 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  they  did  not  \  election  by  the  votes  of  these  persons. 
ask  him  what  his  views  were.  We  know  These  men  are  to  be  disfranchised  simply 
that  his  views  were  different  to  those  of  j  to  put  out  of  power  those  who  have  a 
the  Cape  Ministry.  The  Cape  Ministry  ,  majority  at  present,  and  in  order  to  put 
proposed  to  indemnify  all  except  the  in  power  those  who  are  in  a  minority 
ringleaders,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  who  were  defeated  at  the  last  general 
was  indignant  at  that,  and  he  started  a  <  election.  By  the  proposal  of  the  light 
very  curious  doctrine.     He  said  he  ob- '  hon.   gentleman  the  property    of    these 

C"  cted  to  it  because  it  was  unjust  to  the  '  20,000  people  is,  in  many  cases,  to  be 
yalists.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  j  confiscated,  and  to  whom  is  it  to  go  1  It 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a  roving  ,  is  to  go  to  indemnify  the  loyalists.  When 
Commission  to  smell  out  the  rebels  and  to  .  there    are    two    parties    in     the    Cape 

St  evidence  against  chem,  I  presume ;  like  this,  the  loyalists  will  be  the 
>m  the  loyalists,  and  this  was  |  people  who  administer  justice,  and  if 
to  be  the  basis  of  the  action  brought  |  these  loyalists  know  that  the  amount  of 
against  the  rebels.  It  was  proposed  also  '  money  they  are  to  receive  by  way  of  in- 
that  those  rebels  who  had  provided  food  |  demnity  is  to  be  exactly  the  amount  they 
for  the  Boers  should  be  punished.     For  I  are  to  get  from  their  political  opponents, 


offenders  it  was  proposed  that  they  heaven  help  those  political  opponents. 
should  be  punished  by  being  deprived  of  ,  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  that  a 
their  votes  for  the  rest  of  their  natural  |  great  many  members  of  the  Dutch  com- 
lives  if  they  pleaded  guilty.  But  if  they  i  munity  were  loyal.  Have  we  not  always 
did  not  plead  guilty  they  might  be  i  said  so  ?  I  believe  they  were  perfectly 
punished  in  many  ways  as  well.  A  sort '  loyal.  There  were  exceptions  to  the  rule, 
of  pressure  is  to  be  put  upon  these  people,  j  but  these  loyal  men  have  now  to  be  put 
They  are  to  go  before  a  judicial  Commis-  -  out  of  power — it  is  these  loyal  Dutch 
rion.  If  they  plead  guilty  they  will  only  |  who  are  to  be  deprived  of  power.  The 
be  punished  by  their  vote  being  taken  j  Cape  Ministers  protested  against  the 
away,  but  if  they  do  not  plead  guilty  they  i  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
will  be  liable  to  many  other  additional  '  Mr.  Schreiner  proposed  some  sort  of  com- 

Gnalties.  It  has  been  said  that  it  would  ,  promise.  His  party  protested  against 
almost  impossible  to  try  such  men  by  I  his  action,  and  Mr.  Schreiner  resigned, 
a  jury.  And  so  you  are  to  bully  and  '  and  he  has  now  gone  over  bag  and 
tease  these  men  into  pleading  guilty,  on  '  baggage  to  the  enemy.  Sir  Gordon 
the  understanding  that  if  they  do  so  they  !  Sprigg  has  now  been  put  into  power,  and 
will  have  no  punishment  beyond  being  ]  he  is  a  gentleman  who  was  defeated  at 
disfranchised.  We  are  told  that  some  the  last  general  election.  And  who  is 
10,000  of  these  rebels  took  up  arms  against  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg  1  He  is  simply  the 
us.  We  will  suppose  that  there  are  10,000  (  dummy  of  Mr.  Rhodes.  The  right  hon. 
who  aided  and  abetted,  and  who  will  j  Gentleman  does  not  seem  to  understand 
be  brought  under  the  purview  of  this  law.  j  anything  about  the  game,  and  he  does  not 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  now  given  |  understand  the  personal  element  in  this 
up  the  life  disqualification,  and  he  says  |  question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
they  are  to  be  disqualified  for  five  years.  I  told  us  that  Mr.  Rose-Innes  is  known  for 
We  know  what  the  object  of  this  is,  and  i  his  impartiality  ;  but  he  is  known  as  a 


it  is  a  jerrymandering  object.  The  real 
reason  for  this  proposal  has  slipped  out  in 
the  course  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 


sort  of  Liberal  Unionist  who  is  ready  to 
join  one  party  one  day  and  another 
party    the    next.       Is    Mr.    Rose-Innes 


speech.  You  have  two  parties — one  of  '  an  impartial  man  ?  Why,  anyone  in 
them  was  in  power,  and  the  other  got  in  |  South  Africa  would  laugh  at  the  sug- 
power  at  the  last  election,  and  they  .  gestion,  just  as  we  would  laugh  at 
happen  to  have  a  majority  in  the  country.  { the  notion  of  impartiality  in  some 
Now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the ;  hon.  Members  of  this  House.  Let 
Colonial  Secretary  wants  to  lay  hold  of  j  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
about  20,000  of  these  persons  to  dis-  i  Cape  Ministry  agree  on  some  sort  of 
franchise  them  in  order  to  put  in  power j  amnesty.      I  cite  the  case  of    Canada. 
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would    "die    in    the    last    ditch,"    but 
the  right    hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
was  more  practical.     He  said  he  would 
not  die  in  the  last  ditch,  but  that  he 
would  till  all  of  us   in  it.     As  to  the 
question  whether  a  person  is  right  or 
wrong  in  being  a  rebel,  I  cannot  see  that 
a  rebel  must  necessarily  be  wrong,  though 
I  think  it  would  have  been  better  for 
these  people  in  South  Africa  if  they  had 
kept  quiet.    They  had,  however,  sons  and 
brothers  who  were  fighting  on  the  Boer 
side,  and  it  was  natural  and  human  that 
they   should  strongly   sympathise    with 
their  own  race.     Moreover,  they  did  not 
rebel  in  any  part  of  the  colony  where  the 
Republicans  were  unable  to  go.     It  was 
only  where  the  Republicans  had  occupied 
a  district  that  they  broke  into  rebellion 
and  joined  them.     But  that  was  the  fault 
of  the  Government  in  not  defending  the 
colonies.     The  Government  thought  that 
the  war  was  to  be  a  sort  of  cheerful  picnic 
to  Pretoria,  and  they  sent  out  an  insuffi- 
cient number  of  men.   The  Boers  invaded 
our  territory,  which  they  ought  never  to 
have  been  able  to  do  if  the  Government 
had  realised  what  the  'difficulties  were. 
I  put  it  that   it    is  infinitely  more  the 
fault  of  the  Government  than  of  these 
individuals     that     they      were     forced 
into      a      position      in      which      they 
had    to     choose     between     the    actual 
forces    in     command     of     the     district, 
forces  which  represented  their  own  kith 
and  kin,  and  the  Government  with  which 
they  had  ceased  to  have  any  sympathy 
after  what  had  taken  place.     For  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  Government  of 
Cape   Colony  proposed  that  the  colony 
should  remain  neutral,  and  so  far  as  I 
know  there  was  no  protest  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  that.     It  seemed  to 
me  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  recog- 
nised the  difficult  position  of  the  colony 
itself,  and  was  perfectly  agreeable  that  it 
should    remain    neutral.      Under    these 
circumstances,  if  England  is  at  war,  and  it 
is  understood  that  a  colony  is  to  remain 
neutral,  the  position  of  the  people  in  that 
colony  is  undoubtedly  very  exceptional 
and  difficult,  and  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  all  is  over.     I  do  not 
put  it  on  high  ground ;  I  put  it  on  the 
ground  of  mere  expediency.     You  have 
never  yet  gained  over  a  people  by  main- 
taining a  policy  of  confiscation  and  dis- 
franchisement after  a  civil  war.     I  defy 
anyone  to  show  where  such  a  policy  has 
ever  succeeded.     What  we  ought  to  do, 


Canada  was  on  all  fours  with  Cape  Colony. 
There  were  two  races,  the  French  and  the 
English.     The  French  were  anxious  to 
join   with  the  United   States,  and   they 
confederated  with  certain  leaders  in  the 
United   States.      What  happened  when 
the  war   was  over  ?     There  was  first  a 
policy  of  revenge,  confiscation,  and  dis- 
franchisement proposed.     But  Lord  Dur- 
ham protested  against  it,  and  thanks  to 
him  an  amnesty  was  declared.     Some  of 
the  leaders  were  punished,  but  there  was 
no  general  disfranchisement.     What  was 
the  result  1     Canada  is  now  one   of  the 
most  loyal  of  our  Colonies,  and  all  friction 
between  the  two  races   has  disappeared. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman    inform 
the  Cape  Ministry  that  Canada  is  an  ana- 
logous case  ?    He  will  not,  because  he  does 
not  think,  and  never  will  think,  that  any- 
thing that  is  contrary  to  what  he  wishes 
can  be  analogous,  or  right   or  just.     In 
some    things   I    admire  the    right  hon. 
Gentleman.     He  has  a  peculiar  mind.  He 
does   know    what    he    wants,    and,   un- 
like some  other  people,  he  takes  the  best ' 
steps  he  can  to  attain  it.  No  doubt  the  right  i 
hon.  Gentleman  struggles  to  be  impartial,  I 
but  God  has  made  him  in  such  a  way  I 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  ! 
be  impartial.     He  must  either  be  on  one  ' 
side  or  the  other,  and  he  is  ready  to  do  | 
anything  to  attain   the    end   he  has  in  j 
view.      V  ery  likely  he   thinks   his   own  ; 
opinion  is  right,  and  he  is  right  in  stand- ' 
ing  by  it ;  but  what  the  right  hon.  Gen-  j 
tleman   cannot  understand  is  how    any  i 
one  can  think  that  his  opinion  may  be  ! 
wrong,  and  he  is  perpetually  jeering  and  | 
sneering  and  abusing  hon.  Members  on  j 
this  side  because  we  think  that  he  may  i 
be  in  the  wrong  and  not  in  the  right.    As  ! 
regards  rebellion,  there  is  a  good  deal  to  ' 
be  said  for  it  on  general  principles.    Who  | 
would  now  be  called  the  greatest  man  in  ' 
the  history  of  the  United  States  %    Why,  j 
Washington.      And  who  is  known  as  the 
greatest  man  in  England  1    Hampden.     1 1 
remember  the   right  hon.    and    gallant  j 
Gentleman     the     Member     for     North  \ 
Armagh   making  a  speech   in  which  he 
complained  of  our  unpatriotic  conduct  in 
thinking  that  there  might  be  some  excuse 
for  rebellion.     But  I  remember  when  we 
were  discussing  the  Irish  question   that 
the  right  hon.  and    gallant    Gentlemen 
gloried   in  the  fact  that  if  Home  Rule 
were    granted   he  would    himself   be    a 
rebel.      Some     hon.    Gentlemen    oppo- 
site    said      that    in     that     event    they 
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apart  from  all  questions  as  to  whether  the 
rebels  were  right  in  rebelling  or  not,  is 
as  soon  as  the  rebellion  is  actually  over 
to  punish  the  ringleaders,  and  to  grant  a 
general  amnesty  to  the  people.  How  can 
you  possibly  suppose  that  you  will  get 
mod  feeling  in  South  Africa  when  you 
nave  20,000  men — equivalent  to  about 
one  million  here — who  cannot  vote,  whose 
property  has  been  confiscated,  and  who 
will  see  other  people  living  on  that 
property  ?  You  will  never  get  by  that 
policy  the  peace  and  harmony  which  we 
all  desire  in  South  Africa.  We  have  not 
alluded  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  this 
debate,  though  we  have  got  a  great  deal 
from  him  in  these  Blue-books.  It  is 
curious  tuat  Sir  A.  Milner's  despatches, 
whether  sent  by  post  or  cable,  always 
arrived  in  this  country  at  a  favourable 
moment  to  influence  public  opinion.  We 
remember  when  his  "  helot "  despatch 
arrived,  though  I  could  never  understand 
why  he  should  have  telegraphed  that  rig- 
marole, except  that  it  was  to  influence  public 
opinion.  Whenever  a  discussion  is  coming 
on  in  this  House  a  despatch  from  Sir  A . 
Milner  backing  up  the  policy  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  is  suddenly  published. 
On  6th  May  Sir  A.  Milner  wrote  a  despatch 
stating  that  at  that  time  there  was 
a  conciliation  party  in  South  Africa. 
I  should  like  to  see  a  conciliation  party 
in  every  country,  composed  of  men 
who  take  a  strong  view,  and  who  re- 
gard the  interests  of  their  country  first. 
Sir  A.  Milner  states  that  the  term  of  con- 
ciliation party  was  a  misnomer,  because 
their  policy  was  a  direct  negative  to  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  not 
a  direct  negative  to  the  policy  of  the 
Cape  Government,  but  a  direct  negative 
to  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. Sir  A.  Milner  thinks  that  it  is 
practically  a  criminal  thing  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Cape  Colony  should 
dare  to  express  an  opinion  contrary  to  the 

Solicy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
ut  such  a  doctrine  would  do  away  with 
all  opposition  in  this  country.  If  it  were  a 
crime  to  differ  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  a  set  of  men  would  have  only 
to  get  into  office  to  remain  in  for  the  rest 
of  their  natural  lives.  As  Lord  Randolph 
Churchill  stated,  though  perhaps  he  put 
it  too  broadly,  it  is  the  duty  of  an  Opposi- 
tion to  oppose,  and  if  they  believe  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  a  wrong 
policy  they  are  only  fulfilling  their  duty 
as  members  of  this  House  in  opposing  it. 
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That  Sir  A.  Milner  should  accuse  these 
men  of  committing  a  crime  because  they 
opposed  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  really  making  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  kind  of  dictator  not  only  in  this 
country,  but  throughout  the  whole  Em- 
pire. Then  Sir  A.  Milner  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  conciliation  party  was  produced  by 
politicians.  How  is  any  party  produced 
in  this  country  1  It  is  not  pioduced  by 
the  politicians  or  by  their  followers,  but 
by  politicians  and  followers  together 
entertaining  the  same  views.  Sir  A. 
Milner  tells  us  in  his  despatch  that  for 
any  exasperation  of  feeling  that  might 
result  from  the  discussion  of  burning 
questions  the  conciliation  party  were  to 
blame.  Are  they  not  to  discuss  burning 
questions  ?  If  the  war  is  a  burning  ques- 
tion here,  it  is  a  far  more  burning  ques- 
tien  in  South  Africa,  where  it  is  a  most 
vital  question,  and  surely  it  is  not  a  crime 
to  discuss  it  as  Sir  A.  Milner  thinks. 
Here  is  an  instance  of  the  "  impartiality  " 
of  Sir  A.  Milner,  and  I  cannot  help 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 
Sir  A.  Milner  may  be  a  very  excellent 
j  man  ;  he  may  have  many  excellent 
qualities,  but  he  is  certainly  not  a  man 
j  endowed  with  an  impartial  mind.  Sir  A. 
I  Milner  complains  that  the  language  of 
I  the  conciliation  party  was  very  strong, 
I  but  he  also  admits  that  the  language  of 
i  what  he  calls  the  Loyalists  was  very 
i  strong  as  well.  But  he  does  not  blame 
them.  The  Loyalists  may  use  w  hat  language 
they  like,  but  the  other  side  are  to  be 
blamed  if  they  use  any  strong  language 
at  all.  Why  should  he  protest  against 
one  side  using  strong  language  and  not 
the  other  1  I  think  all  parties  are  united 
in  believing  that  a  policy  of  conciliation 
would  be  a  desirable  policy  in  South 
Africa,  not  only  on  grounds  of  fairness 
and  justness,  but  also  on  the  ground  of 
expediency.  Now,  as  to  the  Republics 
themselves,  it  is  admitted  that  the 
Government  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
was  a  most  excellent  Government,  and  it 
is  admitted  that  President  Steyn  did  his 
very  best  to  prevent  this  war.  [Some 
Hon.  Members  :  Oh,  oh  !l  That  is  the 
distressing  part  of  this  subject.  I  really 
do  not  believe  that  two  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  ever 
read  the  Blue-book.  If  they  took  the 
trouble  to  do  so  they  would  see  that 
President  Steyn  has  been  praised  again 
and  again  by  Sir  A.  Milner  and  by  the 
Colonial   Secretary  because   he  did    his 
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best  to  bring  about  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment and  to  prevent  war  with  the  Trans- 
vaal. He  had  a  treaty  with  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  was 
bound  by  that  treaty.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion of  President  Steyn.  Suddenly  we 
have  a  proclamation  announcing  that  the 
Orange  Free  State  had  been  annexed  to 
the  Empire.  We  did  not  have  any 
statement  that  that  was  done  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  we  were 
left  to  suppose  that  it  was  a  military 
action  by  Lord  Roberts.  But  we  now 
see  in  these  despatches  that  it  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  who 
directed  Lord  Roberts  to  annex  the 
Orange  Free  State.  For  my  part,  I  have 
always  held  that  when  we  annex  a 
country  we  ought  not  to  do  it  by  the 
action  of  the  Executive,  but  ought  to  give 
Parliament  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
its  views  on  the  subject.  We  were  not 
given  any  opportunity  of  expressing  our 
opinion.  We  were  not  told  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  annexed  the 
Free  State,  and  whether  that  was  right 
or  wrong,  I  think  it  was  very  wrong  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  prejudice  the  case  as  before  Par- 
liament. What  would  I  do  with  the 
Orange  Free  State  ?  I  would  give  it 
back  to  the  Free  Staters,  but  I  do  not 
think  there  is  the  slightest  probability  of 
that.  I  have  always  observed  that  when 
we  do  lay  hands  on  any  territory, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  last  thing 
we  think  of  doing  is  to  give  it  back. 
Therefore  I  will  not  urge  that  on  the 
Government,  because  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time.  But  wo  have  still  to  deal  with 
the  Transvaal,  and  the  question  is  what 
shall  we  do  with  it.  Why,  surely  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  submit  to  Presi- 
dent Kruger  some  terms  that  he  could 
possibly  accept.  The  terms  of  the 
Government  are  absolute  surrender  ;  you 
tell  him  that  he  must  give  up  his  country, 
and  that  his  country  is  to  be  annexed.  If 
that  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  Empire  I  could  understand  it, 
but  does  any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
mean  to  tell  me  that  if  we  were  to  take 
Johannesburg  and  leave  the  Transvaalers 
some  sort  of  "reserve"  as  they  call  it  in 
America,  where  their  own  flag  might  fly, 
where  they  might  call  themselves  a 
Republic  and  live  under  their  own  habits 
and  customs  with  every  restriction  as 
regards  armaments — is  it  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  that  would  l>e  any  danger  to 
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the  Empire  t    I  believe  there  would  he  no 
danger  in  it,  and  I   believe  that  if  we 
submitted  such  terms  to  the  Transvaalers, 
though  at  first  they   might  want  more, 
they  are  in  such  a  position  now  that  they 
would  accept  them.       Hon.   Gentlemen    \ 
opposite,  if  I  am  to  judge  by  the  news- 
papers, seem  to  put  forward  most  extra- 
ordinary views  as  to  what  other  people 
not  English  ought  to  do.     They  say  that 
these  Transvaalers  ought  to  be  very  dad 
to  become  Englishmen  because  English- 
men enjoy  the  most  excellent  govern- 
ment possible,  and  a  better  government 
than  the  Transvaalers  can  enjoy  in  their 
own  country.     If  we  adopt  that  view  we 
would    be    justified    in    annexing  any 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.    There 
are  many  countries  worse  governed  than 
England,  and  if  you  say  you  will  annex 
them  because  the  people  would  be  happier 
under  British  rule,  you  might  annex  the 
whole  world.     Never  was  such  a  doctrine 
known.  Hon.  Gentlemen  must  realise  that 
whereas  their  love  of  England,  in  which 
we  share,  and  their  loyalty,  in  which  we 
share,  does  them  credit,  at  the  same  time 
even  the  inhabitants  of  a  poor  miserable 
country  love  their  independence  just  as 
much  as  we  love  ours  in  this  country. 
Love  of  country  is  not  dependent  on  the 
country  being  rich  or  even  being  well 
governed.     It  is  a  natural  and  a  noble 
sentiment,  and  if  we  crush  it  out  in  regard 
to  the  Transvaal,  how  can   we   protest 
against    any    species   of    annexation    or 
against  the  crushing  out  of  any  nationality 
such  as,  by  the  Turks,  in  Armenia  1    I 
can  understand   after  a  war  a  country 
taking  a  province,  as  Germany  did  after 
the  Y  ranco-German  war,  but  I  do   not 
know  of  any  instance  since  the  final  par- 
tition   of    Poland    of    any    independent 
nation   being  crushed  absolutely   out  of 
existence  in  consequence  of  a  successful 
war.     We  know  perfectly  well  that  the 
feeling  of  the  whole  world  is  against  us. 
Even  those  countries  which  are  friendly 
to  us  and  admire  us  stand  aghast  at  our 
professing    this    doctrine,    and    refusing 
to    make  peace  until  the    Transvaalers 
have  surrendered  their  nationality.     We 
on  this  side  are    twitted    with   having 
no    policy    and    with    dealing  in  gene- 
ralities.    I  am  not  dealing  in  generalities, 
and  I  have  a  policy  of  conciliation.  If  you 
will  not  give  the  Orange  Free  State  back 
you  will  not,  but  I  trust  you  will  put  an 
end  to  this  war,  and  that  you  will  allow 
these  unfortunate  Transvaalers  to  have 
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district  in  Africa  where  they  can  j  Government  which  thought  that  the 
still  call  themselves  a  Republic.  There  '  patriotism  of  the  country  might  be  used 
are  two  other  things  we  might  also  do  ,  for  party  purposes,  if  only  the  necessary 
with  advantage.  I  honestly  do  not  think  ,  stroke  was  given  when  the  iron  was  hot, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  i  and  who,  not  having  obtained  his  way 
Colonial  Secretary  is  anything  but  a  very  with  his  own  colleagues,  was  trying 
able  man,  and  if  you  want  to  have  this  '  whether  he  could  do  anything  to  raise  a 
country  at  war  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ,  feeling  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
is  the  very  best  man  to  have  at  the  head  i  almost  looked  like  that,  but  it  was  the 
of  affairs,   but  after  the  war  is  over  and    speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Tmx  want  to  adopt  a  policy  of  conciliation  ]  Colonies  in  defending  his  own  Vote — one  of 
can  conceive  no  man  less  fitted  to  bring   the  most  serious  occasions  of  the  year ;  and 
it  about  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  i  I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 

that  the  right    be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  prosti- 


I  would  therefore  suggest 
hon.  Gentleman  would  do  well  todevotelhis 
exceptional  talents  to  some  other  depart- 
ment of  the  State,  and  that  we  should 
have  a  new  man  at  the  Colonial  Office. 
I  would    also   suggest  that   Sir  Alfred 
Milner    should    be    appointed    governor 
somewhere  else,  and  that  we  should  send 
oat    to     South     Africa     a     statesmen 
thoroughly   independent  and  impartial, 
and  tell  him  he  is  placed  there  to  do  his 
heat  for  the  Empire  and  to  brin°;  about 
good  feeling  in  South  Africa.      I  really 
believe  you  would  do  a  great  deal  towards 
patting  an  end  to  the  ill  effects  that  must 
exist    after     this    war    if    you     would 
substitute     for     Sir     A.     Milner    some 
other  man.     I  am  not  suggesting  that  he 
should  be  a  Liberal.     Take  one  of  your 
own  men.     There  are  plenty  of  men  on 
your  own  side  of  the  House,  and  plenty 
of  eminent  officials  who  might  be  sent  out, 
And  if  you  do  this,  and  give  the  Trans- 
vaalers  this  "  reserve,"  you  will  go  very 
far  in  adopting  a  policy  of  conciliation,  and 
removing  the  ill  effects  of  the  war,  which 
must  exist  if  you  pursue  a  policy  of  con- 
fiscation ;  and  what  is  more,  you  will  go 
very  far  to  putting  an  immediate  end  to 
the  war. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  most  interesting  and  remarkable 
episode  in  this  debate  occurred  at  a  time 
when  there  were  not  so  very  Members 
present — I  think  about  two  or  three 
o'clock — and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  mada  an  electioneering  speech. 
It  no  doubt  was  quite  foreign  to  the 
intention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  it  so  happened  that  his  observations, 
which  were  strong,  txnk  that  form.  In 
fact,  that  part  of  his  speech  might  almost 
have    been    made    by  a  member    of    a 


tute  such  an  occasion  for  party  purposes. 
What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  was 
that  the  verdict  of  the  country  would 
shortly  be  taken,  and  that  that  required 
not  only  a  knowledge  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  but  a  knowledge  of  the 
views  of  the  Opposition,  and  he  implied 
that  in  this  particular  instance  the  views 
of  the  Opposition  were  not  known.  It  is 
an  odd  thing,  but  I  should  have  put  it 
just  the  other  way — namely,  that  the 
country  does  know  the  views  of  the 
Opposition  and  is  not  acquainted  with  the 
ultimate  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  think  I  can  appeal  for  con- 
firmation of  that  view  to  the  fact  that  a 
few  minutes  afterwards  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took 
exception  to  some  statements  that  I  made 
in  the  country  as  to  the  proper  course  to 
be  pursued  after  the  war  was  ended, 
statements  connected  with  the  possi- 
bility of  Crown  Colony  government 
being  applied,  and  he  quoted  my 
words  and  argued  against  the  argu- 
ment that  I  used,  thereby  showing  that 
he  was  not  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
views  that  I,  at  all  events,  entertain. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went 
further,  and  proceeded  to  dictate  to 
us  what  we  mean.  He  did  not  leave  us 
to  our  own  interpretation,  but  put  his 
interpretation  upon  it.  I  wonder  by  what 
authority  he  assumes  the  right  to  tell  us 
what  we  mean.  He  said  that  anyone  who 
voted  with  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Cockermouth  was  declaring  that 
the  whole  policy  in  South  Africa  was 
wrong,  that  the  war  was  wrong,  that  it 
should  be  stopped,  and  that  annexation 
was  wrong.  Well,  I  do  not  know  on 
what  possible  ground  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  includes  ail  those  points,  which 
are  disconnected  with  each  other,  in  this 
one  vote.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  say  that  everybody  hsr^  w*a 
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bound,  if  he  was  anything  of  a  man  at 
all,  to  vote  either  for  it  or  against  it, 
and  that  anyone — and  I  think  he  looked 
in  my  direction  when  he  made  this  ob 


opinions  to  book.  I  cannot  vote  with  my 
hon.  friend,  and  I  will  venture  to  tell  him 
and  those  who  are  acting  with  him  that  I 
think  they  confuse  the  point  considerably 


servation — who  declined  to  vote  on  so  '  by  raising  a  partial  motion  of  this  kind. 
serious  a  matter  as  he  had  considered  it  i  I  think  that  we  should  be  better  employed 
to  be — no  one  else  said  it  was — was  really  j  in  seriously  discussing  the  events  that  are 
unworthy  of  consideration.  I  do  not  |  happening  than  in  endeavouring  to  pass 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  i  a  summary  judgment  in  this  way,  which, 
be  so  hard  on  those  who  occasionally  '  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  has 
refrain  from  voting  in  a  great  division.  1 1  shown,  is  capable  of  being  misinterpreted 
remember  an  occasion  when  the  right '.  even  by  so  acute  a  discerner  as  he  is.  On 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  vote  in  a  division,  |  the  other  hand,  when  I  look  to  see  what 
although  he  was  the  main  agent,  at  any  .  would  be  the  position  if  I  voted  against 
rate,  in  preparing  the  debate,  on  the  Indian  :  my  hon.  friend,  I  am  bound  to  say  I  should 
cotton  duties.  [Mr.  Chamberlain  dis- 1  then  apparently  be  expressing  a  degree  of 
sented.]  At  the  time  for  voting  where  i  confidence  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ?  It  is  not  which  I  am  very  far  from  possessing,  and 
he,  of  all  men  in  the  House,  who  ought  to  I  in  the  policy  to  which  from  the  first  I 
speak  lightly  and  unfeelingly  of  those  whose  !  have  taken  exception  in  the  strongest 
conscience  compels  them  to  abstain  from  |  manner.  Therefore,  if  my  hon.  friends 
voting  on  either  one  side  or  the  other,  'think  it  right  to  go  to  a  division- 1 
Therefore,  I  am  not  disposed  at  all  to  j  hope  they  will  not,  especially  as  it  comes 
take  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  either  as  on  an  entirely  unprepared  House,  and 
the  interpreter  of  my  meaning  or  conduct  ■,  was   not   expected  by   anyone    on  this 

or  the  judge  of  my  action.      We  are  in  '  side 

this  position.     Coming,  as  we  have  come  ' 
to-day,  to  discuss,  as  I  hope  quietly,  this  i 

most  important  matter,  coming  as  I  did,  ;      Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  There  was 
I  confess,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 1  full  notice — three  months. 
taining  information  from  the  right  hon.    • 
Gentleman   as   to   things   that  are   now  : 

going  tn  in  Cape  Colony,  of  which  the  \  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX : 
people  of  this  country  are  almost  entirely  [  Oh,  notices  on  the  Paper.  There  are 
ignorant,  of  which  even  those  of  us  who  ■  alvf&y8  notices  on  the  Paper  to  reduce  the 
have  endeavoured  to  inform  ourselves  re-  sajarv  0f  everv  Secretary  of  State,  but  at 
main  considerably  ignorant,  we  thought  ■  ^      .-  ,        ,  .      ,  ... 

that  this  would  be  an  opportunity  at  all  «  anv  rate  lf  mv  hon-  f nend  S068  to  a  dn> 
events  for  ascertaining  something  from  the  ,  &lon  I  sna11  follow  the   example  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who,  as  I  said  the    right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  occasion  to 
other  day,  is  responsible  even  on  a  higher    which  I  referred — to  some  extent,  at  all 
plane,  if  not  in  so  intense  a  degree,  as  the    events — absent  myself  when  the  division 
Ministers  of   Cape  Colony  for  the  civil  j  is  taken,  and  not  record  a  vote  on  the 
rights  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  that    question.  I  have  said  that  I  do  not  enter- 
part  of  the  world.     But  my  hon.  friend    tain  the  degree  of  confidence  in  the  right 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth  has  moved  '  hon.    Gentleman's    policy    which    would 
an  Amendment.  I  will  say  at  once  that  it  !  induce  me  to  give  a  vote  in  his  favour, 
occurs  to  me  that  my  hon.  friend  takes  a    If  the   right  hon.  Gentleman   and  hon. 
very  strong  view  on  the   whole  of  this    Gentlemen  will  cast  their  minds  back  to 
question.     He  goes  to  lengths  in  which  I    this  week  last  year,  I  think  they  will  be 
have  never  been  able  to  accompany  him  ;    rather  struck   by  the  difference  of  the 
he  has,  I  believe,  again  and  again,  if  not    position  in  which  we  find  ourselves.    On 
always,  voted  against  supplies  for  the  war  -  that  occasion — it  was  the  last  debate  we 
— that  in  itself  shows  how  s1  rong  a  view,  .  had  before  separating  for  the  holidays- 
how  extreme  a  view,  he  takes  of  the  war  '  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  most 
and    all    its  circumstances.      I    do    not ;  interesting  and  useful  speech,  in  which  he 
agree     with     him     in     that     extreme  I  said  that  he  hoped  a  reciprocal  basis  to 
view  ;      therefore,       I       cannot      vote    the  long  controversy  as  to  the  franchise 
with     my     hon.      friend,      this      being  i  grievance   was  within  sight.     How  com- 
tke  mode  he  has  adopted  oi  \mi\gixvg  hia '  \*letely  all  the  provisions  and  calculation* 
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hat  time  and  of  some  months  follow- 
have  been  falsified  !  It  is  the  easiest 
tg  in  the  world  to  be  wise  after  tho 
it,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
B  control  of  the  business  of  the  country 
it  be  aware  that  they  are  expected  to 
wise  before  the  event,  and  that 
it  is  harmless  ignorance  on  our  part 
a  want  of  full  performance  of 
f  on  theirs.  What  were  the  chief 
>rs  that  they  were  indulging 
his  time  last  year  ?  In  the  first  place, 
re  was  the  expectation  of  a  peaceful 
mgement.     That  failed.     Then  there 

the  idea  that  the  Transvaal  would 

maintain  their  case  to  the  point  of 
.  That  was  proved  to  be  an  entire 
lion.  Then  there  was  the  idea  that  a 
T  moderate  increase  of  our  forces 
dd  be  sufficient.  That  was  an  entire 
calculation.  And  lastly,  the  last  that 
ill  name,  there  was  the  idea  that  the 
ggle  would  be  sooner  over,  and  that 
submission  of  our  enemies  would  be 
ired.  On  each  one  of  these  cardinal 
its  the  Government  have  been  proved 
ave  been  altogether  out  in  their  read- 
of  the  probabilities  of  events  in  South 
ica.  It  amounts  to  a  lamentable  and 
reditable  misjudgment  of  the  facts  of 

case.  For  a  time  the  case  for  the 
eminent  was  based  on  the  revelation 
be  country  of  the  great  armaments  of 

Boers,  and  on  the  stories  that  were 

about  of  a  conspiracy  to  drive  the 
ish  into  the  sea.  That  only  lasted  a 
t  time,  however,  because  although  the 
it  armaments  of  the  Boers  were  un- 
wn  to  us,  to  those  who  had  no  official 
ns  of  information,  we  find  that  they 
3  known  to  the  Government,  who  were 
minted  with  those  great  armaments. 
I  as  to  the  conspiracy,  no  proof  of  it 
tever  has  been  to  this  day  adduced, 

some  of  the  extremest  politicians 
l  in  Cape  Colony  have  disclaimed 
*f  in  it.  That  is  broadly  what  has 
pened  since  last  year.  I  will  put  a  plain 
jtion,  and  ask,  if  the  consequences 
we  have  seen  had  been  foreseen  at 

time :  if  we  had  known  that  all  this 
ifice  of  life,  suffering,  and  waste  of 
ley,  not  to  speak  of  other  evils  that 
'  be  in  the  background,  were  to  follow, 
lere  any  man  here  who  w^uld  not  have 
9  a  great  deal  further  than  the  right 
.  Gentleman  showed  a  disposition  to  go 
■der  to  prevent  an  open  rupture  ?  There 
ot  such  a  man  among  us.  And  can 
one  say  that  the  attainment  of  the 


ostensible  object — namely,  the  remedy  of 
the  Transvaal  grievances — was  worth  all 
it  has  cost  1  No,  Sir.  That  is,  no  doubt, 
a  thing  of  the  past,  but  it  leads  to 
the  position  in  which  we  are  now.  The 
war  is  drawing  near  to  a  conclusion, 
slowly,  but  let  us  hope  certainly,  a  war 
which  has  been  from  the  outset  a  war  of 
disenchantment.  Two  things  only  stand 
out  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud — the 
constancy  and  patriotic  spirit  and  equa- 
nimity under  trial  of  the  British  people 
in  this  island  and  throughout  the  world, 
and  also  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers.  But 
many  of  us  have  never  looked  upon  the 
war  itself,  terrible  as  it  is,  as  the  principal 
calamity;  the  principal  mischief  is  the 
condition  of  things  which  the  war  will 
leave  afterwards.  I  will  not  repeat  for 
the  hundredth  time  the  very  admirable 
sentence  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man predicted  the  result  of  a  war  in 
South  Africa.  Someone  spoke  of  it  to- 
day as  a  hackneyed  quotation,  and  it  well 
deserves  that  character.  As  to  the  state 
of  things  after  the  war,  I  am  not  one  of 
those,  if  there  are  any,  who  ever  believed 
that  after  the  war,  such  as  it  is,  you 
could  put  back  things  as  you  found  them. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  session  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  Fife  laid 
down  four  objects  which  he  thought  ought 
to  be  kept  in  view  for  the  end  of  the  war  : 
— (1)  that  there  should  be  vindicated  and 
established  beyond  controversy  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Imperial  power  in  South 
Africa ;  (2)  that  we  should  make  the  re- 
currence of  this  catastrophe  impossible ; 
(3)  that  there  should  be  an  equality  of  civil 
rights ;  and  (4)  that  there  should  be  no 
ascendency.      In  order  to  show  how  com- 

fletely  I  agreed  with  my  right  hon.  friend 
repeated  this  formula  on  a  subsequent 
occasion.  Let  us  look  to  see  how  we 
stand,  and  whether  we  are  in  the  way  of 
attaining  these  objects.  I  direct  special 
attention  to  the  question  of  equality  of 
civil  rights  and  no  ascendency.  Let  us 
consider  whether  the  events  now  pro- 
ceeding in  Cape  Colony  are  going  towards 
the  equality  of  civil  rights  and  no  ascend- 
ency. Are  we  sure  that  civil  rights  are 
being  dealt  with  in  such  a  way  as  to 
pacify  the  fears  and  give  encouragement 
to  all  those,  whether  Dutch  or  British, 
who  seek  to  revert  to  the  quiet,  peaceable, 
and  harmonious  conditions  of  life  from 
which  they  were  driven  and  disturbed  by 
recent  events  ?  After  the  war  is  over,  as 
far  as  the  subjugated    States  are  con- 
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cerned,  I  have  already  stated  in  an  inter- 
ruption that  in  my  opinion  the  military 
occupation  must  be  continued  for  some 
time;  but  that  is  not  in  itself  an 
ideal  system.  I  think  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country 
should  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  force 
to  be  maintained  will  be  a  great  burden 
on  the  resources  of  this  country,  not  only 
in  money  but  in  men,  and  on  that  ground 
this  is  not  a  matter  that  only  affects  the 
people  of  South  Africa,  but  it  also  very 
closely  affects  the  taxpayers  and  people  of 
this  country.  But,  leaving  for  a  moment 
the  two  States,  and  coming  to  Cape 
Colony,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
mixed  up  by  the  appeal  made  to  him 
from  the  Cape  in  the  settlement  of  this 
matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
hold  himself  altogether  aloof  and  irre- 
sponsible from  all  proceedings  that  have 
taken  place  under  martial  law.  I  am 
aware  that  martial  law  is  administered  by 
military  officers,  and  that  the  reports  on 
the  subject  may  come  to  the  War  Office ; 
but  the  proper  view  of  martial  law  was 
laid  down  in  1867  in  a  circular  emana- 
ting from  the  Colonial  Office  when 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  Colonial  Minister,  and  which 
very  clearly  shows  that  it  is  not  to 
be  treated  as  an  absolutely  military 
matter.  This  circular  said,  among  other 
things,  that  it  was  the  plain  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  secure  that  the  officers  com- 
manded to  enforce  it  should  be  alike  sup- 
ported and  controlled,  and  that  the 
Governor  should  issue  written  directions 
to  the  officers  in  command  of  troops,  that 
evjn  Her  Majesty's  Government  could 
not  evade  the  duty  of  framing  standing 
orders  and  regulations.  The  circular  also 
lays  down  what  appears  to  me  to  be  at 
variance  with  what  we  have  heard.  It 
states — 

"  The  primary  object  of  employing  troops 
under  martial  law  is  not  th«*  punishment  of 
offences,  but  the  suppression  of  revolt.  Martial 
law  ought  not  to  be  enforced  beyond  the  strict 
limits  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  pro- 
claimed." 

Then  it  goes  on  to  say  that  martial  law 
should   not  be  proclaimed   over  a  wider 
district    than    the   necessities   of    public 
safety      require,      and     it     should     be ' 
withdrawn     from     the     whole     or  part  I 
of  the  district  at  the   earliest  moment  j 
compatible   with    public    safety.     Those 
were  sensible  and  wholesome  regulations, 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


but  it  appears  that  the  Governor  of  the 
colony  is  responsible  for  seeing  that  they 
are  enforced.  In  a  self-governing  colony 
those  to  whom  the  Governors  are 
primarily  responsible  are  the  Parliament 
of  the  colony,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  in 
which  we  can  in  one  sense  directly  and  in 
the  first  instance  interfere.  I  am  not 
making  any  assertion,  because  of  that  state 
of  ignorance  in  which  we  have  been  kept 
— it  may  be  necessary — that  breaches  of 
those  regulations  have  been  committed; 
but  there  are  being  circulated  reports 
which  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief  among 
the  populations  in  South  Africa,  and  which 
it  would  be  well  to  have  contradicted  if 
they  can  be.  This  was  the  object  of  the 
many  questions  addressed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  which  we  have  received 
no  answer.  What  is  the  reason  7  It  may 
be  partly  because  of  that  system  of 
censorship  about  which  we  shall  hear 
more  on  Friday,  and  which  has  been 
applied  far  beyond  the  range  of  mili- 
taiy  facts  and  communications.  In 
some  instances  it  has  gone  to  the 
extent  of  interfering  with  the  ex- 
pression of  political  opinion  and  the 
conveyance  of  public  and  political 
facts,  just  in  the  same  way  as  would 
be  dor.e  by  the  autocratic  Government  of 
!  Russia  or  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  With 
i  regard  to  those  who  have  'been  taken  up 
j  under  martial  law,  what  is  alleged  is  this, 
i  and  I  want  some  explicit  answer.  It  is 
i  alleged  that  a  man  who  is  merely  sus- 
!  pected  of  having  been  favourable  to  the 
|  invaders  is  looked  upon  as  a  rebel.  He 
I  is  apprehended,  taken  away  from  his  farm 
i  and  family,  put  in  gaol  without  trial,  not 
|  allowed  to  see  a  legal  adviser  or  to  com- 
|  municate  with  his  wife,  not  allowed  to 
take  part  in  any  money  transactions 
necessary  for  his  farm  ;  and  this  state  of 
things  goes  on  apparently  indefinitely.  I 
admit  that  I  can  give  no  substantial 
proof  or  sworn  evidence  of  those  facts 
having  occurred,  but  there  are  so  many 
cases  reported  in  the  newspapers  that  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  some  of 
them  do  happen.  I  should  like 
to  know  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  circumstance,  and  what  steps 
he  has  taken  to  prevent  this  horrible 
scandal  being  committed  under  the 
authority  of  Her  Majesty  and  the  free 
people  of  this  country.  If  the  people 
knew  that  these  things  were  being  done 
under  their  name  they  would,  I  believe. 


1337 


Supply — Civil 


{25  July  1900}  Service  Estimates.  1238 


be  filled  with  indignation.  There  is 
another  side  of  this  question,  and  that  is 
the  punishment  to  be  inflicted.  The  right 
boo.  Gentleman  has  been  appealed  to  by 
the  Cape  Ministry  to  give  his  views  of 
what  ought  to  be  done,  but  I  will  not 
enter  on  that  now,  as  it  has  already  been 
referred  to.  I  cannot  help  saying  that  in 
many  letters  on  this  subject,  even  while 
repudiating  anything  like  vindictiveness, 
there  breathes  a  certain  vindictive  spirit 
in  them  all.  It  seems  to  be  an  exceed- 
ingly delicate  duty  for  us  to  encourage 
and  interfere  on  any  considerable  scale 
with  the  disfranchisement  of  persons  in 
Gape  Colony,  seeing  the  crreat  value  we 
attach  to  those  civil  rights  in  this  country, 
and  seeing  the  narrow  majority  that 
exists  in  the  Cape  Parliament.  It  has 
been  alleged — I  merely  mention  the  fact 
to  be  contradicted — I  do  not  allege  it — 
that  the  actual  majority  of  the  Cape 
Parliament  being  only  half-a-dozen,  the 
arrest  of  some  of  those  six  members 
under  suspicion  and  put  in  gaol  and  not 
allowed  to  sit  and  vote,  reduces  the 
majority  or  turns  it  into  a  minority, 
though  this  majority  will  have  as  its  first 
duty  the  passing  of  the  Bill  to  disfranchise 
the  rebels.  If  that  was  the  result  in  any 
degree,  I  think  it  would  be  a  most  unfor- 
tunate circumstance.  Then  as  to  the 
disfranchisement  of  those  who  took  part 
with  the  invaders  under  compulsion. 
Surely  it  is  not  intended  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  advisers  that  disfran- 
chisement should  be  applied  in  any  whole- 
sale manner  to  them.  I  do  not  wish  to 
put  this  disfranchisement  question  too 
high.  If  they  are  to  be  disfranchised  for 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  the  five  years  the 
effect  of  what  is  now  done  will  be  over ; 
and  if  that  is  the  effect  just  now,  it  will 
redound  to  the  future  strengthening  of 
the  party  who  support  them. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  right 
hon,  Gentleman  seems  to  forget  that  this 
was  the  proposal  of  that  party  whom  he 
says  we  are  going  to  disfranchise.  It  was 
proposed  by  the  Attorney  General  and 
Mr.  Schreiner. 


bad  as  it  is,  because  the  alternative  is  the 
suspension  of  our  rights  altogether."  If 
there  was  anything  said  or  done  which  in 
the  least  degree  should  give  occasion  for 
that  belief,  I  think  it  a  most  unfortu- 
nate circumstance.  Why  do  I  dwell  on 
these  things  1  In  order  to  get  informa- 
tion in  the  first  place,  and  also  because, 
if  these  things  are  done,  the  mischief 
occurs  not  only  in  relation  to  these  things 
in  themselves,  but  in  the  reflex  effect  of 
these  things  on  the  action  of  the  whole 
Dutch  population.  You  say  there  are 
things  we  have  done  or  have  not  done 
that  have  tended  to  prolong  this  war — I 
j  do  not  suppose  you  mean  the  free  grant- 
,  ing  of  supply ;  we  have  never  failed  in  that 
respect,  at  any  rate ;  but  it  is  not  in  that 
sense  you  mean  prolongation  of  the  war — 
but  has  there  been  anything  in  what  we 
have  said  more  likely  to  prolong  the  war 
than  proceedings  such  as  I  have  men- 
tioned ?  Every  burgher  will  see  that  this 
is  the  fate  in  reserve  for  him,  and  seeing 
this  he  will  have  the  less  disposition  to 
yield ;  he  will  feel  himself  in  the  position 
of  a  man  with  his  back  to  the  wall,  and 
therefore  he  will  fight  to  the  bitter  end. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  What  is  the 
fate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  the 
burgher  will  fear  ? 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  fear  of    being    treated  with   scant 
!  respect  for  his  civil  rights.     They  will 
,  naturally  say — "  If  this  is  the  boasted  re- 
;  gard    of    Englishmen    for    civil    rights, 
|  especially     for     Parliamentary     rights, 
i  where  shall  we  be,  although  they  say  if 
'  we  only  consent  to  give  up  our  arms  and 
;  surrender  we  shall  become  colonists  and 
1  enjoy  the  full  freedom  of  Englishmen  ? " 
!  That  is,  I  think,  a  feeling  most  certainly 
I  not  desirable  to  encourage.     Therefore  I 
!  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  if  the  right  hon. 
i  Gentleman  can  say  anything   on   these 
points,  apart  from  the  question  of  punish- 
ment, and  enable  an  authoritative  contra- 
diction to  be  given  to  the  rumours  that 
are  current. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN:'  The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
But  not  agreed  to  by  the  other  party.  I  j  SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
do  not  know  what  influence  was  brought  to  ,  E.)  and  Mr.  COURTNEY  rose  together, 
bear  in  the  matter,  but  there  has  been  a  , 
feeling  to  this  effect — "  Let  us  accept  this, 


, ,  and  there  were  cries  for  both  right  hon. 
Gentlemen. 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  not  stand 
between  the  Committee  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  more  than  a  few 
minutes,  but  I  must  say  a  word  or  two 
of  comment  upon  the  strange  doctrine  of 
constitutional  freedom  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  just  pro- 
mulgated. It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Committee  that  at  this  time  last 
year  and  for  some  months  preceding  that 
time  we  were  all  anxiously  considering 
the  refusal  of  votes  to  the  Uitlander  popu- 
lation of  the  Transvaal,  but  I  do  not 
remember  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
showed  himself  a  protagonist  in  their 
cause  or  anxious  to  give  them  the 
valued  liberty  of  which  he  now  speaks. 
But  when  we  come  to  depriving 
rebels  in  arms  of  the  franchise  for  five 
years,  then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
shocked,  and  describes  that  as  a  fate  so 
terrible,  that  it  will  not  only  keep  discon- 
tent seething  in  the  colony,  but  will  keep 
the  population  permanently  or  for  a  long 
period  in  arms  fighting  against  this 
country,  whereas  otherwise  they  might 
have  been  satisfied  to  accept  the  inevitable 
results  of  unsuccessful  warfare.  A  more 
amazing  doctrine  I  have  never  heard  pre- 
sented to  this  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  it  is  an  outrage  that 
they  should  be  deprived  of  the  franchise 
for  five  years  ;  but  does  he  propose  that 
they  should  go  unpunished,  or  what  alter- 
native does  he  propose  to  what  he 
describes  as  such  a  terrible  fate  ? 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Now,  really  I  do  not  know  why  it  is  I  am 
always  so  misinterpreted.  It  was  in  answer 
to  a  question  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  who  asked  "  What  fate  ? " 
I  said  it  was  the  prospect  they  appre- 
hended that  their  civil  rights  would  be 
dealt  with  in  the  way  indicated  by  pro- 
ceedings said  to  have  taken  place — -not 
only  disfranchisement,  but  the  whole 
manner  in  which  suspected  persons  had 
been  treated,  and  the  administration  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  And  culminat- 
ing, I  suppose,  in  five  years  disfranchise- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
quarrelled  not  so  much  with  the  whole 
procedure  as  with  this  most  important 
part  of  the  procedure,  and  what  I  think 
the  extremely  moderate  punishment  im- 
posed  upon  persons  who,   without    the 


slightest  provocation  and  without  any 
grievance  which  either  they  or  their 
friends  have  ever  stated,  have  deliberately 
chosen  the  moment  of  our  difficulties  to 
take  up  arms  against  this  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  others  desire 
that  these  persons  should  go  unpunished 
or  that  some  different  punishment  should 
be  awarded  to  them.  Does  he  or  does  he 
not  desire  that  they  should  go  unpunished  t 
Of  course,  I  have  not  the  right  to  cross- 
examine  him  before  the  House,  or  to  inter- 
?ret  his  silence  as  meaning  assant,  and 
will  not  take  unfair  advantage  of  the 
fact  that  I  am  speaking  and  he  has 
spoken  ;  but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  mean  that  these  persons  should 
go  unpunished,  then  what  punishment 
does  he  suggest  as  an  alternative,  what 
punishment  more  lenient,  and  which  would 
inflict  less  suffering  on  them  and  their 
families,  than  that  proposed  ?  He  would 
not,  I  presume,  have  the  extreme  penalty 
of  the  law  inflicted  upon  them ;  he  would 
not  desire  to  see  capital  punishment  in- 
flicted, or  that  they  should  undergo  im- 
prisonment for  life  or  for  a  long  term  of 
years.  Nor,  I  suppose,  would  he  desire 
to  see  any  crushing  fine  imposed  upon 
them.  Under  these  circumstances  I  fail 
to  see  what  resource  is  open  to  the 
Government  of  the  Cape,  with  whom 
the  responsibility  rests — although,  no 
doubt,  responsibility  rests  also  upon  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  advising  the 
Cape  Government — I  do  not  see  what 
resource  is  open  but  to  inflict  the  punish- 
ment determined  upon,  and  my  own 
frank  opinion  is  that  if  the  penalty  em 
at  all  it  is  on  the  side  of  leniency,  not  of 
harshness.  I  say  that  in  no  vindictive 
spirit,  but  simply  because,  seeing  that 
the  essence  of  the  object  of  punishment  is 
to  prevent  repetition  of  the  offence,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  a  punishment  so  light 
and  so  temporary  will  have  the  deterrent 
effect  all  punishments  ought  to  have. 
I  pass  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
remarks  on  the  policy  to  be  pursued  to- 
wards the  rebels  generally  to  his  criti- 
cisms upon  what  has  been  done  to  two 
or  three  members  of  the  Cape  Parliament 
at  the  present  time.  His  constitutional  soul 
is  shocked  at  the  suggestion  that  two 
or  three  Members  of  that  Parliament, 
about  whose  disloyalty  I  conceive  there 
can  be  no  moral  doubt  whatever  [Hon. 
Members  :  "  Oh,  oh !"  and  "  Hear,  hear!"] 
— no  moral  doubt  whatever,  I  do  not 
I  speak  of  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case — are 
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by  the  fact  of  their  imprisonment  deprived 
of  the  power  of  voting  in  the  Gape  Parlia- 
ment, thereby  upsetting  the  balance  of 
Krer  between  the  two  parties  there, 
e  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  be 
deeply  shocked  at  that ;  but  may  I  remind 
him  that  the  balance  of  parties  in  that 
Parliament  is  disturbed  by  another  very 
different  cause,  upon  which  he  has  raised 
no  protest.  Some  Members  of  that 
Parliament  who  do  not  share  the  views  of 
those  who  are  imprisoned  are  now  fighting 
at  the  front,  risking  their  lives  in  tbo 
defence  of  that  Empire  of  which  their 
country  forms  a  part.  Their  party  is 
deprived  of  their  Parliamentary  services, 
the  balance  of  power  is  disturbed  by  their 
absence,  and  I  should  have  thought  that 
|  that,  at  all  events,  would  have  affected 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  much  more  than 
the  absence  from  their  places  of  men  who 
under  any  circumstances  must  be 
admitted  to  be  under  the  darkest 
suspicion — to  use  the  mildest  language — 
as  to  their  views  and  attitude  towards  the 
country  to  which  they  belong.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  need  say  more  on  the  latter 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  I  must  say  a  word  on  the 
earlier  part  of  that  speech,  when  he  was 
engaged  in  the— I  think  not  uncongenial 
and  certainly  not  unfamiliar — task  of  ex- 
plaining to  the  Committee  why  he  is  not 
going  to  give  a  vote.  But  I  really  find  it 
difficult  to  follow  his  reasons  for  that 
course.  He  criticised  my  right  hon. 
friend  for  assuming  that  the  issue  raised 
by  the  Amendment  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  the  general  policy  of  the  war 
and  the  annexation  of  the  two  Republics. 
Well,  I  think  we  have  full  justification 
for  that  assumption,  for  every  single 
speaker  who  has  addressed  the  Committee 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  and 
belongs  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
party,  has  made  the  war  the  sole  text 
of  his  speech,  and  directed  his  criticism 
to  the  policy  of  the  war  and  of  annexation. 
And  another  hon.  Gentleman,  who  is  a 
loyal  supporter  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, has  risen  more  than  once  with  a 
desire  to  emphasise  the  same  views.  The 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth,  who  is  no  longer  in  his  place,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon — all  have 
taken  precisely  the  same  view  of  the 
issue  before  the  Committee,  and  which 
to-morrow  will  be  before  the  country  as 


that  which  my  right  hon.  friend  has  given 
expression  to.  1  do  not  wish  to  enter 
into  controversy  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite,  whoso  speech  in  point  of 
form  was  excellent,  but  in  point  of  sub- 
stance and  matter  it  was  a  direct  attack 
on  the  announcement  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  as  the  policy  we  are  going 
to  pursue.  Let  me  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  when  my  right  hon. 
friend  was  repeating  to  the  Committee 
what  was  the  issue,  and  putting  in  the 
plainest  language  what  it  was  that  those 
who  voted  for  the  Amendment  would  be 
supporting,  and  what  it  was  that  those 
who  voted  with  the  Government  would 
be  supporting,  he  was  cheered,  loudly 
cheered,  by  the  gentlemen  sitting 
behind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  and  below  the  Gan  gway  on  the 
other  side.  They  will  not  deny  that. 
[Hon  Members:  No,  no.]  I  am  sure 
they  will  not;  their  assent  was  expressed  in 
the  most  emphatic  inarticulate  form.  There- 
fore my  right  hon.  friend  was  amply  justi- 
fied in  thinking  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  standing  alone  in  imagining  that 
the  issue  before  us  is  something  more 
than  the  powers  of  prophecy  Her 
Majesty's  Government  may  or  may  not 
have  shown  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
taking  up  a  phrase  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  that  the  country  docs  not  know 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  but  does 
know  the  policy  of  the  Opposition.  Well, 
I  thought  that  an  amazing  statement  to 
make.     It  almost  passes  the  limits 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  used  the  observation  as  quoting  a  case 
in  which  I  had  been  more  explicit  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes;  I  think 
the  point  upon  w  hich  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  more  explicit  than  my  right 
hon.  friend  was  as  to  the  exact  form 
of  provisional  administration  which 
should  be  adopted  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  the  Orange  Free  State.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  forgets  that  a 
very  large  fraction  of  his  party  do  not 
wish  any  provisional  form  of  government 
either  in  the  Free  State  or  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  do  not  want  these  countries  to 
be  annexed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  a  perfect  right  to  speak  for  himself, 
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and,  I  presume,  for  all  the  members  of 
that  bench,  except  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  sits  at  the  end  of  it  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  sits  next  to  him  (Sir  R.  Reid). 

Sir  ROBERT  REID :  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Stirling  is  my 
Leader,  and  in  my  opinion  the  only  Leader 
of  the  Liberal  party. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  state- 
ment, made  in  the  enthusiasm  of  passion, 
seems  to  me  to  be  directed  more  against 
people  who  are  not  leaders  than  the  dis- 
tinguished Gentleman  who  is  Leader ; 
but  I  cannot  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  Leader  upon  the  obedience 
of  one  of  his  principal  followers.  For, 
while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
vote  for  this  Amendment,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  got  up  and  concluded 
his  admirable  oration  by  saying  that  he 
felt  bound  by  all  that  he  held  sacred  and 
dear  to  vote  for  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar.  That  is  a  very 
curious  course  to  take,  in  face  of  his  pas- 
sionate declaration  of  attachment  to  his 
Leader.  But  I  have  performed  the  only  duty 
that  is  necessary  in  reference  to  the  first 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
when  I  have  reminded  him  and  shown 
to  the  Committee  that,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  has  got  a  clear 
and  definite  policy,  that  is  not  the  policy  of 
the  party  which  he  leads,  and  that  what- 
ever demerits  there  may  be  in  the  policy 
expressed  by  my  right  hon.  friend,  this 
merit  it  at  all  events  has,  that  it  com- 
mands the  undoubted  and  loyal  support 
of,  I  think,  with  the  exception  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Courtney),  the 
whole  of  the  Unionist  party,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, the  vast  majority  of  the  country. 
So  important  do  I  hold  it  that  not  the 
people  of  this  country,  or  even  the  people 
of  Europe  alone,  but  our  fellow-country- 
men in  South  Africa,  in  this  war,  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  should  know  that  we 
speak  with  no  uncertain  voice  in  this 
matter,  and  are  supported  in  no  uncertain 
way  by  the  country,  that  I  earnestly 
trust,  in  spite  of  the  defection  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney),  the 
House  will  show  quite  clearly  on  which 
side  its  true  opinion  lies. 

Mr.   COURTNEY  :  This  is  avowedly 
the  last  occasion  this  session,  and,  it  is 
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said  by  many,    the   last  time    in    this 
Parliament,  on  which  any  issue  can  be 
taken  on   the  colonial    policy  in  South 
Africa   of   Her  Majesty  s    Government. 
And  although  some,  no  doubt — perhaps  a 
large  majority  of  Members — may  return  to 
next  Parliament  to  continue  to  take  part 
in  this  discussion,  that  may  not  be  given 
to  every  one  of  us,  and  those  who  nave 
anything  to  say  now  had  better  take  the 
opportunity,  even  at  the  penalty  of  being 
silenced  for  ever  afterwards.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stirling 
Burghs    commands   my    sympathy,    ap- 
proaching almost  to  commiseration.     He 
is  one   of  that    class  of  men   who  are 
said  to  excite  the  pity  of  God — "agocd 
man  struggling  with  adversity  " — and,  in 
the  position  in  which    he   is   placed,  1 
am    not    disposed    to    contest   the  pro- 
priety    of     the    action    which    he,    as 
the  leader  of  a  mixed  party,  proposes  to 
take.      It  has   been    pointed    out    that 
members  of  the  party  behind  him,  quite 
apart  from  the  obedience  ordinarily  paid 
to  a  leader,  may  in  the  present  situation, 
without  disrespect  to  him,  exercise  their 
own  judgment  as  to  what  they  will  do. 
I  at  all  events  have  no  hesitation  as  to 
my  vote  and  as  to  the  meaning  of  my 
vote  on  this  occasion.     I  shall  certainly 
vote  for  the  Amendment,  because  I  look 
upon  the  Colonial  Secretary  as   mainly 
responsible   for  the    great  error  of  this 
war,    and    also    as    mainly    responsible 
for      the       great      error      of      policv 
with    which    avowedly     Her     Majesty  s 
Government  appear  to  be  about  to  crown 
I  the  war.     It  is  upon  him  the  glory — if  it 
I  be  a  glory — and  the  responsibility  of  this 
|  war  rest ;  upon  him,  as  Colonial  Secre- 
tary,   most   of   all   rests  the   burden  of 
meeting    the    House    of    Commons    on 
the    question    of    the    policy    which  is 
to    follow    the    war.     And   this   is   the 
occasion  on  which  we  are  to  express  our 
opinion  as  to  that  policy.     The  Colonial 
Secretary,  I  frankly  avow,   has,   in  my 
!  judgment,  misunderstood  the  problem  in 
South  Africa  from    the    first.     If  that 
seems  a  bold  and  impudent  assertion,  I 
ask  hon.  Members  to  reflect  on  the  posi- 
tion we  were  in  twelve  months  ago.     Can 
anyone  who  realises  the  position   even 
then,  and  the  attitude  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then,  and   sees  what  has  hap- 
pened since — how  the  drama    in   South 
Africa  has  unfolded  itself  and  the  issues 
have  been  presented — can  anyone  resist 
the  conclusion  that  he  misunderstood  it 
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last  year  %  He  says  he  has  changed  his  |  chisement  for  life,  so  we  find  him  really 
opinion  on  some  things.  It  seems  to  me  it  i  more  exacting  even  than  Sir  Gordon 
is  want  of  comprehension — it  is  an  intel- ;  Sprigg  and  his  colleagues  in  the  present 
leetual  question  as  much  as  amoral  one —  Government.  I  wish  I  could  make  the 
of  the  elements  of  the  problem  in  South  !  Members  of  this  House  understand  in 
Africa  which  prevented  his  forming  a  some  degree  what  the  position  of  these 
sound  judgment  last  year,  and  which  is  unfortunate  rebels  was  on  the  border  of 
preventing  his  forming  a  sound  judgment !  Cape  Colony.  Cape  Colony,  in  its  inte- 
now.  Take  the  question  of  the  treatment  rior,  as  is  well  known,  is  inhabited  almost 
of  "  avowed  rebels,"  so  called.  The  ;  mainly  by  Dutch,  whose  families  spread 
Lender  of  the  House  spoke  of  this  ques-  over  into  the  adjacent  Free  State  and 
tion  as  involving  the  treatment  of  avowed  still  further  afield  into  the  Transvaal, 
rebels  who  had  no  extenuation  to  offer  j  establishing,  in  fact,  a  brotherhood  between 
for  the  fact  of  open  rebellion.  Now  look  the  society  on  the  one  side  and  the  society 
at  the  six  classes  of  offenders.  The  last ',  on  the  other.  These  men  when  the  war 
of  all  were  those  who  were  forced  into  broke  out  were  filled  with  a  conviction 
the  rebellion  by  a  coercion  which  over-  ■>  that  the  war  was  an  unjust  one —that  it 
powered  them,  and  the  last  but  one  dealt  \  was  forced  on  the  people  of  the  Trans- 
with  those  who,  under  the  constraint  \  vaal  and  the  Free  State  by  the  action  of 
of  the  invading  forces  of  the  enemy,  I  our  Government  at  home.  It  is  not 
furnished  them  with  the  supplies  ■  necessary  at  this  moment  to  express  an 
they  wanted  when  commandeered.  ,  opinion  upon  that  issue.  But  if  these 
Can  these  two  classes  be  spoken  people  felt  that  the  war  was  an  unjust 
of  as  men  in  open  rebellion  without  any  one,  forced  upon  those  immediately  over 
extenuating  circumstances  ?  With  respect  the  frontier  by  the  action  of  ohe  Govern- 
to  these  two  classes  such  language  is  ex-  ment  at  home,  and  knew  that  among  those 
tremely  inappropriate.  Here  the  charge  called  upon  and  forced  to  fight  on  the 
against  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  that  he,  other  side  were  their  brothers,  their 
not  by  direct  veto,  but  practically,  over-    nephews,     and    their    cousins,     all   the 

Bwered  the  spontaneous  proposal  of  the  male  representatives  in  every  de- 
inisters  of  the  Crown  at  the  Cape.  The  gree,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  at  the  Cape  knew  ,  that  they  should  be  overpowered  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  Cape,  yet  their  <  the  sense  of  brotherhood,  and  in  some 
policy  with  respect  to  the  treatment  of  ;  cases  should  have  carried  their  indigna- 
those  different  classes  of  persons  was  in  \  tion  against  what  they  considered  to  be 
effect  declared  to  be  inacceptable.  The  ;  the  provocative  action  of  the  Government 
Colonial  Secretary  makes  a  statement  in  J  at  home  to  the  length  of  joining  the  insur- 
this  connection  which  I  find  it  hard  to  ;  gents  ?  But  the  majority  did  not  join, 
justify.  He  says  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 1  they  remained  quiet.  When  they  gave 
ment  out  there  changed  his  opinion  j  in  they  were  treated  as  people  in  occupa- 
and  deferred  to  the  opinion  at  home,  tion  of  the  country  under  the  control  of 
I  can  discover  no  statement  justifying  « the  new  Government,  and  they  were 
that  assertion.  It  is  quite  true  that,  after  j  bound  to  obey  the  de  facto  Government  in 
receiving  the  expression  of  opinion  from  (  all  lawful  things,  but  they  were  not,  of 
home,  he  communicated,  in  concert  with  .  course,  bound  to  bear  arms  against  their 
the  Attorney  General,  a  modified  pro- 1  own  country  ;  and  because  they,  being  in 
posal  for  the  five  years  disfranchisement,  j  this  position,  gave  supplies  to  the  enemy, 
but  he  never  said  he  thought  it  was  better  ,  they  are  to  be  treated  in  the  fashion 
than  the  first  proposal.  The  Colonial  ;  described.  To  treat  these  men  with  undue 
Secretary  in  Downing  Street  thinks  his  |  severity  is  to  create  a  standing  sore  upon 
opinion   wiser  than  that    of    the  ;  the  border  itself,  and  to  inflame  the  minds 


Ministers  at  the  Cape  on  the  spot  as  to  j  of  the  loyal  Dutch  in  the  rest  of  Cape 
how  to  deal  with  those  rebels.  Does  I  Colony.  It  is  because  the  right  hon. 
the  new  Ministry  at  the  Cape  take  up  :  Gentleman  has  shown  that  failure  of 
the  position  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  ?  !  understanding,  that  want  of  sympathy,  I 
I  understand  to-day  from  the  Colonial '  am  afraid  it  is,  which  prevents  his 
Secretary  that  the  Cape  Minister  has  taken  [  realising  the  actual  conditions  of  life  in 
npaproposalforfiveyearsdisfranchisement.  j  the  country  with  which  he  has  to  deal, 
'  Tnat  was  not  the  proposal  of  the  Colonial !  that  he  has  fallen  into  error.  He  spoke 
Secretary.     His  proposal  was  a  disfran-  j  of  the  loyal  Dut?h      WhU  he  meant  by 
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the  loyal  Dutch  was  the  Dutch  who 
approved  of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  as  if  a  man  could  not  be  a 
loyal'  Dutchman  who  disapproved  of  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Can  a  man  be  a  loyal  Englishman 
who  disapproves  of  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ?  Is  that  impos- 
sible 1  Am  I  disloyal  because  I  disap- 
prove of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Government  1  It  is  said  that  I  am  un- 
patriotic. I  think  the  tests  of  patriotism 
will  survive  these  judgments.  The  notion 
that  loyalty  means  support  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  is  one  of  those 
things  I  am  not  surprised  at  in  the  right, 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  below  me, 
because  it  is  entirely  consistent  with  the 
past  policy  of  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
but  it  is  not  in  the  least  compatible  with 
the  idea  of  the  freedom  of  the  citizen  in 
a  free  country.  The  Dutchmen  who  are 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  are  yet  loyal,  are  num- 
bered by  tens  of  thousands,  and  you  are 
alienating  them — the  most  precious  part 
of  your  colony,  the  part  without  whom 
you  cannot  go  on  and  continue  your  pre- 
sent government — you  are  alienatiug  them- 
by  the  policy  you  pursue.  What  is  the 
significant  language  of  Lord  James  of 
Hereford  1  Speaking  of  the  future,  and 
describing  what  many  of  us  hoped  would 
have  come  about — and  might  have  come 
about  but  for  the  wretched  experience  of 
recent  years — the  establishment  of  one 
union  of  States  throughout  South  Africa, 
he  said  that  the  loyal  must  be  supported 
in  their  predominance  over  the  disloyal, 
and,  if  necessary,  the  Constitution  must 
be  suspended  in  order  to  carry  out  that. 
That  is  to  say  that  the  Constitution  of 
Cape  Colony,  in  order  to  allow  the  sup- 
porters of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
Cape  Colony  to  lord  it  over  those  who 
are  not  supporters,  must  be  suspended. 
The  prospect  in  Cape  Colony  itself  is  one 
of  the  darkest.  If  we  carry  on  our  view 
from  there  to  the  Free  >State  and  the 
Transvaal,  what  is  the  prospect  you  have 
before  you  there — with  your  annexation 
and  your  consequent  action  ?  Among 
other  things  with  which  I  charge  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  I  say  that  he  has 
brought  upon  us  a  war  which  has  not 
only  won  us  no  glory,  but  has  brought  us 
great  shame.  It  may  be  quite  true  that 
the  consideration  of  the  cost  of  the  war 
has  no  logical  connection  with  its  policy. 
We  may  well   qualify  our  judgment  of 
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the  policy  of  this  war  when  we  remember 
what  its  history  has  been  and  what  kind 
of  credit  it  has  brought  to  our  military 
glory.     I  see  that  Mr.  Winston  Churchill 
seems  to  have    inherited    that  courage 
which  distinguished  his  father,  and  without 
which  there  can  be  no  perception  and  no 
statement  of  truth.     He  says  that  now 
that  he  has  come  back,  having  once  said 
that  one  Boer  was  equal,  in  the  conditions 
of    fighting    in    South    Africa,    to  four 
Englishman    or    four    Englishmen    and 
a    fraction,    he     is     now     disposed     to 
say     that     he    understated     the    case, 
and  that  he  is  more  than  equal  to  four, 
five,  or  even  six.     Now  I  will  pass  on  to 
the  future  and  the  annexation.     We  are 
to  have  military  occupation  of  these  States 
when  they  are  captured — when  they  are 
subdued — followed  after  a  short  interval 
by  the  institution  of  a  Crown  colony.     I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs  in  prefer- 
ring that  the  military  occupation  should  be 
kept  up  without  a  transition  stage.    A 
military  occupation  is  essentially  and  in 
the  nature  of  things  a  provisional  arrange- 
ment,  and  consequently  forces  itself  on 
your  judgment  for  revision  and  improve- 
ment, whereas  if  you  establish  a  Crown 
colony  you  may  have  that  form  for  many 
more  years  than  you    calculated.      Let 
your  military  organisation  remain  until 
you  find,  if  you  ever  do  find,  the  opportu- 
nity of  giving  free    institutions  to  the 
States.    Then  what  is  the  prospect  1    We 
look  back  to   1877-1880.     In  1877  the 
Transvaal  was  annexed  in  peace,  without 
armed  conflict,  with  the  consent  of  the 
then  President,  and  with  the  consent  of 
many  others,  and  yet  at  the  end  of  three 
years  we   had  to  restore   it  after  war. 
Among  those  concerned  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  besides  Sir  Owen 
Lanyon  was  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  the  High 
Commissioner,  who  was  the  equal  in  expe- 
rience, and  perhaps  in  force  of  mind,  to 
Sir  Alfred  Milner.     Lord  Wolseley  was 
concerned  in    the    government    of    the 
Transvaal,   and  Sir   George  Colley  had 
something  to  do  with  the  government. 
When  I  compare  these  men   with    Sir 
Alfred  Milner  and  the  officers  who  have 
been  acting  under  Lord  Roberts,  and  from 
whom  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  mili- 
tary commissioners  will  be  chosen  for  ad- 
ministering the  annexed  States,  I  do  not 
see  what  guarantee  we  have  that  we  shall 
not  go  through  the  same  experience  in 
the  future  as  we  have  done  in  the  past. 
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You  cannot  give  these  two  communities 
the  franchise  as  long  as  you  are  exacting 
the  tribute  and  imposing  the  taxes  neces- 
sary to  pay  the  war  indemnity,  because 
you  could  not  get  them  to  agree  to  it. 
Ab  to  getting  a  united  peaceable  South 
Africa  such  as  you  have  got  in  Australia, 
such  as  you  have  got  in  Canada,  by  these 
methods,  you  cannot  do  it.  It  might  have 
been  got  in  the  other  way.     It  may  be 
asked,  what  is  the  alternative  1    I  admit 
it  is  a  very  serious  question.     You  cannot 
put  back  things.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say 8  you  cannot  put  back  things  at 
the  end  of  an  experience  such  as  we  have 
been  going  through  exactly  as  they  were 
before.     I  admit  it.     My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Durham  made  an  able  and 
considerate  speech  in  the  early  part  of 
the  afternoon,  in  which  he  dwelt  on  the 
unwisdom    of    not  facing  the  facts.     I 
agree  that  it  would  be  unwise  not  to  face 
the  facts  in  relation  to  the  Transvaal ;  but 
what  is  the  difficulty  which  prevents  the 
reconstruction    of    these   states    with  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  freedom,  involv- 
ing disarmament,  involving,  it  may  be,  a 
Crtial  reorganisation  of  the   Rand,  but 
wing   on    the    whole    a    substantially 
free    Government    to   the    Free     State, 
and  to  the  pastoral  portion,  at  least,  of 
the  Transvaal  ]     Could  you  not  do  it  by 
the   presence  of  a  Resident   who  would 
have   authority   such  as  you   have   seen 
exercised  in  an  Indian  State  1     What  is 
the  difficulty  1    Is  the  difficulty  in  South 
Africa,    or  is   it   here  ?       What    ib   the 
difficulty  that  prevents  our  accepting  and 
aiming  at  that  solution  1     I  do  not  say 
that  in  the  circumstances  it  is  certain  to 
succeed.       A  man  would  bo  rash  and 
foolish  after  this  year  of  warfare  to  speak 
of  anything  as  being  certain  to  succeed. 
You  will  have  need  of  the  best  head  and 
the  best  heart  you  can  send  out  to  South 
Africa  to  grapple  with  the  problems  before 
you.      But  the  difficulty  is  not  there.      I 
do  not  know  how  many  Members  of  this 
House     read     the     draft     letter     from 
President      Kruger      which      appeared 
in      the      last      Blue-book     but     one. 
Let    anyone     in     the    House     or     the 
country  who  has  not  read    that  letter 
read    it.       The    difficulty     is      not     in 
South  Africa ;  if  we  had  the  tempor  at 
home  that  was  shown  there,  the  solution 
would    be    easy.     It    is    a    question  of 
temper,  not  a  question  of   facts  which 
cannot  be  dealt  with,   with    which  you 
have  to  deal.     Is  the  colonial  policy  of 


this  nation  towards  the  States  and 
colonies  all  over  the  world  to  be  settled 
for  ever  with  the  issue  of  the  coming 
election  ?  No,  Sir.  The  inevitability  of 
annexation  does  not  arise  from  annexation 
being  just  or  right.  Men  who  admit 
that  annexation  is  wrong  still  say 
it  is  inevitable,  because  the  British 
people  are  determined  upon  it.  But 
it  is  a  patriot's  part,  when  he  sees  a  policy 
being  adopted  which  he  thinks  is  wrong 
i  now  and  full  of  injury  for  the  future,  to 
say  so,  and  try  to  alter  the  temper  of  the 
British  people.  [Laughter.]  Hon.  Mem- 
bers laugh,  but  the  temper  of  the  British 
people  altered  in  the  late  seventies  and  the 
early  eighties,  and  the  temper  of  the 
British  people  will,  if  I  mistake  not,  be 
transformed  during  the  years  of  the 
next  Parliament.  We  are  not  going  to 
settle  this  South  African  business  by  the 
action  we  are  taking  to-day.  To  quote 
that  often-quoted  speech  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  it  will  rest  with  you  with  its 
rankling  injuries  for  years.  That  story 
will  come  home  from  South  Africa, 
and  during  tfoe  next  Parliament 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench  will  con- 
tinually be  educated  in  that  story.  They 
will  learn  what  it  means,  they  will  dis- 
cover its  significance,  and  their  friends  in 
the  country,  and  even  the  newspapers, 
after  a  time,  will  learn  some  scintilla  of 
the  elements  of  the  problem  of  which  at 
present  they  are  entirely  ignorant.  I 
have  only  one  other  observation  to  make. 
This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
dealings  with  troubles  of  this  kind  that 
we  have  had  the  spectacle  of  rulers  less 
wise  than  those  who  are  ruled.  Often 
before  there  have  been  rebellions, 
domestic  troubles,  insurrections,  disasters, 
and,  after  a  period  more  or  less  prolonged,, 
things  have  been  put  right  and  the  pre- 
siding ruler,  when  they  have  been  put 
right,  has  had  to  recognise  that  unless 
you  get  a  certain  agreement  in  mind  and 
temper  among  the  bulk  of  those  ruled 
you  cannot  go  on,  however  favourable 
may  be  the  initial  moment  of  your 
resuming  power.  So  they  have 
always  been,  in  the  past,  ex- 
tremely chary  of  punishing,  and  have 
been  most  reluctant  to  put  a  penalty  upon 
those  whom  they  have  subdued.    In  the 

freat  American  revolution  we  know  that 
resident  Johnson  was  wiser  than  those 
around  him,  and  escaped  by  only  one  vote 
being  impeached  for  a  policy  •vhich  every- 
one now  recognises  wjis  right.     There  is. 
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a  phrase  which  has  passed  into  politics, 
which  in  this  case  is  significant.  One 
has  read  in  history  of  persons  plus 
royalistes  que  le  roi.  That  King  was  Louis 
XVIII. ,  of  whom  it  is  said  that  he  never 
learnt  anything  and  never  forgot  any- 
thing. But  he  was  wiser  than  his 
Koyalists,  for  Ihese  proscriptions  he 
would  not  sanction.  When  I  recall  what 
has  happened  in  Cape  Colony,  and  see 
that  the  policy  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
is  not  only  more  severe  than  that  of  Mr. 
Schreiner,  but  also  of  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg, 
I  think  I  can  say  with  justice,  plus  royaliste 
•que  le  roi. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  (Northumber- 
land, Berwick) :  I  trust  the  House  will, 
for  a  short  time,  give  me  its  indulgence, 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  confine  myself  as 
much  as  possible  to  a  statement  of  opinion 
rather  than  of  argument.  I  do  so  the 
more  easily  because  I  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  the  debate.  But  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries 
and  the  Leader  of  the  Government  have 
both  made  speeches  which  render  it  neces- 
sary that  some  personal  explanation 
should  be  given.  I  cannot  give  to  the 
statement  of  my  own  individual  position 
that  same  force  and  form  which  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  has  given  to  his 
.statement  of  opinion,  but  I  shall  try 
to  do  it  with  the  same  loyalty  and  con- 
sideration for  the  leader  whom  we  are  both 
anxious  to  follow.  I  am  going  to  take  a 
course  which  differs  from  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition.  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  the  Amendment.  I  wish  to  say 
that,  with  the  respect  I  have  for  him  per- 
sonally, I  desire  to  be  in  agreement 
with  him,  and  I  differ  from  him  with 
reluctance.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  feel 
that  as  my  right  hon.  friend  is  not 
going  to  vote  for  the  Amendment,  it 
gives,  and  must  necessarily  give,  a  certain 
liberty  of  action  to  those  among  his  follow- 
ers who  hold  strong  opinions  to  take 
their  own  course.  No  one  can  doubt, 
after  taking  note  of  the  quarter  from 
which  the  Amendment  comes,  what  it 
means.  What  it  does  and  must  always 
mean  can  only  be  gathered  from  those 
who  supported  it,  and  if  anything  were 
wanted  to  clinch  what  it  means  it  is  the 
eloquent  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bodmin,  who  never  intervenes  in 
debate  without  raising  the  tone  of  debate 
and  expressing  his  views  with  eloquence, 
jffe  ias  stated  distinctly  that  this  Ameud- 

Mr.  Courtney. 


ment  raises  the  whole  question  of  the 
merits  of  the  war.  I  prefer  to  say  "  the 
merits  "  rather  than  the  policy  of  the  war, 
because  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  war 
policy  in  this  country  whatever.  The 
strongest  point  against  the  Government  is 
that  they  were  taken  by  surprise 
and  had  not  made  enough  preparation. 
The  preparation  was  on  the  otner  side. 
The  policy  was  on  the  other  side.  The 
policy  was  Mr.  Kruger's,  pursued,  as  I 
believe  after  what  has  come  to  light,  for 
a  long  course  of  years.  The  want  of 
policy  was  at  home.  The  Government,  or 
rather  some  members  of  it,  make  it  difficult 
for  us  to  support  them,  because  they  en- 
deavour to  say  that  if  we  support  them 
with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  war, 
if  we  do  not  hold  them  responsible  for 
having  brought  about  the  war,  we  are 
bound  to  refrain  from  criticism  of  mis- 
takes which  have  been  made  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  war.  That  is  the  only  con- 
struction I  can  put  on  the  extract  from 
the  speech  of  Lord  James  of  Hereford  the 
other  day  which  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  has  quoted.  If  that  was  not  what 
Lord  James  intended,  I  do  not  know  what 
he  did  mean.  I  say  frankly  that  we  do 
not  consider  that  by  this  Vote  we  are 
bound  to  abstain  from  criticisms  of  mis- 
takes or  of  the  whole  question  of  who  was 
responsible  for  the  "  unhappy  entangle- 
ment at  Ladysmith,"  for  the  want  of 
preparation,  and  what  seems  to  us 
apparent,  the  want  of  a  guiding,  directing 
spirit  co-ordinating  the  policy  of  the 
Cabinet  as  a  whole.  Upon  such  points 
we  cannot  keep  silence,  and  it  must  not 
be  understood  that  we  are  going  to  keep 
silence  upon  them.  I  make  that  guarded 
statement  because  I  gather  it  is  designed 
to  put  a  certain  construction  upon  this 
vote.  The  construction  I  put  upon  the 
vote  is  this:  As  far  as  this  vote 
is  concerned,  it  does  not  deal  with 
the  general  merits  of  the  war,  but 
it  deals  with  what  has  been  dis- 
1  closed  in  the  Papers  last  presented  to 
1  Parliament — the  punishment  of  the  rebels. 
Lord  James  of  Hereford  appears  to  have 
made  a  speech  going  far  beyond  anything 
which  appears  in  the  Blue-book,  but  it  is 
not  his  speech  that  we  are  discussing. 
The  actual  proposals  in  the  Blue-book  are 
quite  definite.  To  attempt  to  maintain 
disfranchisement  in  perpetuity  might  land 
you  in  the  position  of  having  a  Govern- 
ment the  nominal  representative  of  the 
I  country,  but  really  representative  of  the 


1253 


Supply — Civil 


{25  July  1900}  Service  Estimates.  1254 


minority,  and  that  would  be  certain  to  | 
froduce  demoralisation  of  the  Govern-  j 
meat  in  the   long  run,  and  perpetuate  I 
exasperation  in  the  country.    But  when  | 
it  comes  to  a  question  of  five  years  dis-  j 
franchisement  and  the    other    penalties  ! 
which  are  proposed  in  the  Blue-book,  I ' 
cannot  say  that  the  penalties  are  excessive,  j 
Clemencies  in    the    past    were  directed  | 
against  wholesale  executions  and  irrepar- 1 
able  penalties  which,  once  enforced,  could  ' 
never  be  undone.    There  is  no  irreparable  j 
penalty    proposed    here,    and    there    is ! 
nothing  that  cannot  be  easily  removed  in  j 
the  future.     Taking  the  proposals  as  they  j 
stand,  I  do  not  think  they  are  excessive.  [ 
We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  loyalists  j 
have  also   to  be  considered.     We  have  ■ 
as  yet    made  no  reparation    to    them,  , 
and  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  do  so.  i 
Starting,  then,  from  the  point  that  no  i 
irreparable    penalties    are    proposed,    I ; 
think  that  it  will  be  sufficient  that  we  , 
should  accept  this  as  reasonable  for  the 
moment,    but  bear  in  mind  that,  if  we 
wish  to  be  more  lenient  in  th$  future,  , 
that  will  be  more  effective  on  tfie  whole 
state  of  public  opinion  in  South  Africa 
when  we  have  made  some  reparation  to 
the    loyalists.     So  much  on  that  parti- 
cular    point.       Now,    Sir,    with   regard 
to    the    merits    of    the    war.      I     am 
really    bound    by   the  opinions    which 
I     have     expressed    in    the     country 
and  the  vote  I  gave  last  October  to  vote  [ 
against  the  Amendment.     This  Amend- 
ment is  in  substance  the  same  Amend-  ! 
ment.      What  1  think  is   important  is 
that  the  Government  should  have  a  clear 
understanding,   and  that    it  should    be 
known  how  far  we  are  prepared  to  go  ' 
in  giving  them  support  in  the  future,  i 
When  we  stated  at  the  beginning  of  the  j 
session    that   we    should    support    the  j 
Government  in  carrying  on  the  war,  the.  i 
Leader  of  the  House  said   the  value  of  i 
that  depended  on  how  far  we  would  go.  i 
For  myself  I  support  them  to  the  end  of  j 
the  war,  and  in  proclaiming  annexation 
afterwards.     If  you  do  not  have  annexa- 1 
tion — if  you   do  not  have  a  clear  issue 
with  regard  to  annexation — you  will  have 
again  Conventions,  and  you  will  have  again 
that  weary  treadmill  of  which  we  have 
had  experience,  and  the  whole  country 
kept  in  a  state  of  unrest.     Although  I 
am  anxious  that  we  should  advocate  what 
we  think  necessary,  reasonable,  moderate, 
and  in  a  fair  temper,  we  must  remember 
how  far  the  lessons  of  the  past  show  that 


the  earnest  and  conciliatory  temper  as 
expressed  by  the  Member  for  Bodmin 
runs  the  risk  of  being  misunderstood  in 
South  Africa,  and  how  it  has  been  mis- 
understood. Let  us  be  perfectly  clear  on 
the  point  of  annexation.  Annexation 
seems  to  me  to  be  synonymous  with  the 
end  of  the  war.  When  the  war  comes  to 
an  end  annexation  must  follow,  but 
we  all  feel  that  it  is  as  easy  to 
annex  as  it  is  to  end  the  war.  We  can 
annex  with  a  mere  stroke  of  the  pen. 
The  Government  have  a  right  to 
ask  as  to  the  future  what  support  they 
will  have  in  making  a  settlement  after 
the  annexation  has  been  accomplished. 
That  is  a  matter  which  it  is  impossible  to 
discuss  before  the  end  of  the  war.  But, 
while  I  am  entirely  uncommitted  with  re- 
gard to  the  settlement^  feel,  as  I  suppose 
everybody  feels,  that  in  the  longrun  it  is  im- 
possible for  any  large  number  of  white  men 
to  be  kept  within  the  British  Empire  with- 
out representative  Government.  What 
should  be  the  first  steps,  and  how  soon 
they  should  be  taken,  must  depend  upon 
the  condition  of  affairs  with  which  we 
have  to  deal  af cer  the  war  is  over.  We 
have  had  many  prophecies,  some  pessi- 
mistic and  some  optimistic,  as  .to  the  con- 
dition of  affairs,  but  I  would  not  take 
the  opinion  of  anyone,  however  well  he 
knows  South  Africa,  as  to  what  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  will  be,  certainly  not  of 
persons  who  have  been  spending  their 
time  in  this  country  while  events  have 
been  in  progress  in  South  Africa,  What 
we  shall  want  is  a  long,  careful,  and  ex- 
haustive opinion  from  those  in  South 
Africa  who  have  been  through  the  war 
and  who  have  held  responsible  positions 
and  are  really  representative  men.  When 
the  Government  are  in  a  position  to  give 
us  that,  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  discuss 
the  question  of  settlement.  I  hope  I  have 
made  my  position  clear  on  this  Vote. 
Having  stated,  as  I  have,  that,  though  I 
deplore  the  mistakes  which  have  been 
made  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  the 
want  of  preparation,  I  have  believed 
throughout  that  this  country  has  been  in 
the  right  and  that  the  war  has  been 
forced  upon  it.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  repeat 
the  vote  I  gave  last  October. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  do  not 
intend  to  detain  the  House,  because  I  am 
anxious  to  bring  this  sitting  to  an  end. 


1255 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  Estimates. 


125$ 


I  had  not  intended  either  to  speak  or  to 
vote  upon  this  Amendment,  but  the  speech 
just  delivered  by  my  hon.  friend  has  made 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  some  of  us 
should  say  what  we  think  of  the  position.. 
To  my  mind  this  Amendment,  which  I 
treat  entirely  apart  from  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  in  support  of  it, 
does  not  express  any  opinion  as  to  what 
the  settlement  is  to  be  after  the  war,  but 
it  is  an  expression  of  strong  disapproval, 
and  distrust  of  the  methods  recently 
adopted  by  the  Government,  and  in  par- 
ticular of  the  attitude  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  I  will  not  argue  now  the 
merits  of  the  war  with  my  hon.  friend 
beside  me.  It  would  be  a  thankless  task 
to  argue  with  him,  but  I  will  repeat  what 
I  have  said  before  of  this  war,  that  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  needless  war,  and  one 
which  leaves  us  worse  off  in  South  Africa 
as  regards  the  future  than  we  were 
before.  Now,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or 
two  as  to  what  has  arisen  in  the  course 
of  this  debate.  I  agree  with  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division — and  I  am  afraid  it  is  almost 
the  only  point  on  which  I  do  agree  with 
him  in  the  speech  he  has  made — that 
this  is  not  the  time  to  talk  of  a  settle- 
ment, and  if  my  hon.  friend  feels  that  it 
is  too  soon  to  ask  for  the  plan  of  a  settle- 
ment I  think  he  would  have  been  well 
advised  if  he  had  also  abstained  from  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  upon  the  question 
of  annexation.  Public  opinion  is  far  too 
excited,  as  well  as  too  imperfectly  in- 
formed, in  England  at  the  present  time 
to  enable  us  to  deal  properly  with  this 
question.  The  justification  which  I  find 
for  the  submitting  of  this  Amendment  is 
because  it  is  aimed  at  the  present  atti- 
tude and  the  recent  policy  p|  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  That  is  a  policy 
which  is  permeated  by  a  spirit  which  is 
utterly  wrong  and  foolish.  There  was 
not  a  word  in  the  speech  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary tending  to  pacify  public  feeling  in 
South  Africa.  The  difficulties  there  are 
enormous.  The  difficulties  of  bringing 
about  peace  and  good  feeling  there  will 
tax  the  wisdom  of  statesmen  for  genera- 
tions to  come,  and  yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  never  said  a  word  calculated 
to  make  those  difficulties  less.  Whenever 
he  delivers  a  speech,  he  makes  them 
greater.  When  offers  of  peace  were  made 
Mr.  Bryce. 


to  the  Government,  some  months  ago, 
those  offers  were  met  by  a  peremptory 
refusal  which  cut  off  all  possibility  of 
negotiations,  and  that  decisive  refusal  has 
done  much   to  prolong  the  war.     The 
Government  proclaimed  the  annexation 
of  the  Free  State  before  it  was  neces-    ! 
sary   to  do    so,    and    when    they  told    \ 
the  Free  State  burghers  and  the  Trans-    : 
vaal  burghers  that  no  better  terms  would    1 
be  granted  them  if  they  desisted  from    I 
fighting,   they  gave  them  every  encou- 
ragement to  fight  on  to  the  end.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ignores  the  exist- 
ence of  the  large  mass  of  well-disposed 
and  loyal  Dutch  people  to  whom  we  have 
to  look  in  the  future  if  we  are  to  hope  to 
retain     Cape     Colony    in     contentment     ! 
This  is  not  a  question  of  inflicting  punish-     ! 
ment  on  the  ringleaders  in  .the  rebellion, 
but  it  is  a  question  of  disfranchising  those 
who  may  not  have  done  a  single  disloyal 
act  in  districts  which  the  British  troops 
were  not  protecting.     These  men  ought 
not  to  be  punished  by  lifelong  disfran- 
chisement, as  the  Colonial  Secretary  pro- 
posed, because  it  is  plain  that  they  acted 
under  compulsion.     I  confess  that  I  feel 
that  there  must  be  a  punishment  for  the 
rebels,   and   I  also  feel  that  we  cannot 
restore  the  republics  to  the  same  state  in 
which  they  were  in  before  the  war.     Both 
these  things  we  must  admit,  but  what  I 
also  feel  is  that  there  is  a  great  need  in  a 
country  like  South  Africa  that  words  of 
peace  should  be  spoken,  that  punishment 
should  go  no  further  than  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  should  have  no  vindictive 
character,  and  that  when  passion  runs  so 
high  in  South  Africa  there  should  come 
from  England  words  to  show  that  we  were 
trying  to  look  at  things  in  a  much  calmer 
and   wiser  spirit,   and  words  that  would 
make  for  peace  and  conciliation.    Like  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division,   we   all    desire    a    united    and 
peaceful  South  Africa,  but  the  policy  of 
the  Government  appears  to  be  calculated 
to  stir  up  and  perpetuate  strife  between 
the  white  races  in  the  presence  of  a  vast 
black  population,  which  the  more  it  in- 
creases and  the  more  it  assimilates  the 
arts  of  civilisation,  will  so  much  the  more 
become    a    most  formidable   element  in 
the  country.     In  the  face  of  these  difficul- 
ties we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
Government  should  try  to  pour  oil  upon 
the  troubled  waters  instead  of  aggrava- 
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ting  the  difficulties  that  exist,  and  making 
it  larder  to  restore  that  peace  which 
South  Africa  so  sadly  needs.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  feel  bound  to 
join  in  the  condemnation  of  the  recent 
policy  of  the  Government,  which  is  con- 
veyed by  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  (Devonshire,  Tavis- 
tock) rose  to  continue  the  debate, 
when — 


Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   169  ; 
Noes,  100.     (Division  List  No.  241.) 


Albopp,  Hon.  George 
Axnofd-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Btiley,  James  (Walworth) 
RUcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 

Beacb,RtHnSir.'M!  H.(  Bristol) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Bkmdell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowtea/T.  Gibson  (King'sLynn 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Botcher,  John  George 
Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W(  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  £.) 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Re.  HonJ.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  C.  £.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(Heref  d) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb. Shepherd( Bolton) 
Canon,  Viscount     J* 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  lialph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxlord,  SirWiliiamTheodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fereusson  Rt.HnSirJ(Manc'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRobertiPenrose- 
Fite  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Gedge,  Sydney 

VOL.  LXXXVI.  [Fourth  Series]. 


AYES. 

Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond 
Goret,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,EdwBrodie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  La wies 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(S'wns,a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellif on 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Iver,SirLewis  (Edinb'gh,W. 
Manners, Lord  Edward  Wm.  J. 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  Rt  Hon.  SirHerbertE 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadlemore,JohnThr'gmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A(  Deptf  ord) 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,RtHn  A.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 


Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.(  Durham 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Curzon 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,RtHonSirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  T. 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Saunderson,RtHn.Col.  Edw.  J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.(Renfrew) 
Smith,  JamesParker(  Lanarks. 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,SirHenryM(Lambeth 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlev 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn  JG(OxfdUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Eatty 
Warde,  Lieut.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,Lt.  -Col  ACE(Taunton) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  JohnLloyd 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks. ) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Supply — Civil 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bethell,  Commander 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard  H. 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Davies,M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  SirFrancisH(South*t  on 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gourley,SirEdwardTeinperley 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Question  put  accordingly. 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Blake,  Edward 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Clark.  Dr.  G.  B. 
Courtney,Rt.Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gurdon,Sir\Vmiam  Brampton 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 


Allsotm,  Hon.  George 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch,r 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Gurdon,Sir William  Brampton 
Haldane,  Ricliard  Burdon 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Qn,s.C. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mefior,Rt.Hon.  J.W.(Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morley,Rt.  Hon  John(  Montr' se 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,  SirG.  A.(LancsSW 
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Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tee>) 
Scott,  Chas,  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Ed.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sinclair,Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Weetmeaih) 
Tanner,  Charles  Reams 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,JohnLawBon(Leeda^. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barasley) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderburn,Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  52; 
Noes,  208.     (Division  List  No.  242.) 


AYES. 

Healy,  Maurice  (Cork ) 
Healy.Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA(Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Molloy,  liernard  Charles 
Morley,KtHonJohn(Montrose 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Dowd,  John 

NOES. 

Beach,Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H  ( Bristol ) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,T.  Gibson(  King'sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
BrodT\cV,\U~  ttou.  fct.  JoW 


O'Malley,  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donald(Westmeftth) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Channing  and  Mr. 
Scott. 


Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbya. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J(  Birm. 
Chamberlain,JAusten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 


Supply— Civil 

gton,  Spencer 

Viscount 
,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 

Chas.Edw.H.Athole 
red.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
i.W.RadcliffeJHerefd) 
A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
rin  Edwd.  Bainbndge 
Charles  Alfred 
,  John  William 
jrb. Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Viscount 
>le,  Sir  Charles 
fl. .  Vaughan(Cardigan) 
,  Coningsby  Ralph 
r,  George 

,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Geoffrey 

[on.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
i,  Alfred 

irFrancipH  (South'ton 
Jeorge  Denison 
Sir  T.  George 
s,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Mi,RtHnSirJ(Manch»r 

Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

William  Hayes 

ald,SirRobertPenrose- 

rgram,  General  Sir  F. 

y,  Sir  Fortescue 

r,  Sir  Henry 

Sydney 

i,  J.  Llovd 

n.A.G.H(CityofLond. 

I,  Daniel  Ford 

:t.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 

i,  George  J.  (Sussex) 

g,  Edward  Alfred 

,SirEdwardTemperley 

Valford  D.(Wedn'sb'ry 

H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
ir  Edward  (Berwick) 
t  Cameron 
3,  Richard  Burdon 

Thomas  Frederick 

>n,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 

y,  Rt.Hon.Robt.Wm. 

d,  George 

,  Sir  James  Horner 

snick,  Thomas  Chas.H. 

son,  Alexander 

S.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 

>ir  Samuel  (Norwich) 

I,  William  Henry 

,  Sir  William  Henry 

i,R.P. 

,  Joseph 

William  Tudor 
3on.  JamesHenry  Cecil 

A.    J.     BALFOUR       claimed, 
the  Original   Question    be    now 
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Jackson,Rt.Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Jones,DavidBrynmor(Swan8'a 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry  i 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'ns'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M' Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh, W. 
Manners,LordEdward  Wm.  J 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Massey-Mainwaring.Hon.  WF 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.SirHerbertE 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,Rt.Hon.J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey-Tliompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadlemore,  John  T. 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A(Deptf  ord) 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.(Durham 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(LancsSW 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,RtHnHoraceCurzon 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 


Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.  Hon.SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Saunderson,RtHn.Col.Edw.J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.  (Renfrew) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanark*) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,SirHenryM  (Lambeth 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,S  irMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humpliry  Napier 
Talbot,IU.HonJC(OxfdUniv. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Heniy  James 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  Eugene 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE(Taunt'n) 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  JohnLloyd 
Whiteley,  H.(  Ashton-under-L 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Win.  H.  (Yorks. ) 
Wodeh*use,RtHnE.R.  (Bath) 
\\  ortley,Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  TVArcy 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  176  ; 
Noes,  41.     (Division  List  No.  243.) 


,  Hon.  George 
Forster,  Hugh  O. 
»n,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
James  (Walworth) 
Sir  John 
58,  Lord 

R.tHon.A.J.(Manch'r 
,RtHnGeraldW(Leeds 
<-,  Frederick  George 


AYES. 

Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  HnSirM .  H.  (Bristol) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,T.  Gil)son(  King'sLy  nn) 
Rrassey,  Albert 


Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  WT(Derbys.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (*Greeuw\ah\ 
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>  Adjournment 


Chamb3rlain,J  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colstone,  Chas.  Ed  w.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.W.Radclitfe(Here'd) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cn>3s,Herb. Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn. SirJ .  (Man'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher.  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
FitzWygrarn,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.AGH.(CityofLond.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,SirEdwardTemperley 
Green,  WalfordD(Wednesbury 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  ( Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 


{COMMONS} 

Hozier,  Hon  J.  H.  Cecil 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.Lawies 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  Da vidBrynmor  (Sw'ns'a 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
LlewelynjSirDillwyn-fSw'ns'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(Evesham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
JVlacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'lver,  SirL.  (Edinburgh, W. 
Manners,  Lord  Edward  Wm.  J. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn  W.  F. 
Maxwell,Rt.HonSirHerbertE 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,Rt.Hon.J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Mendl,  Si<rismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey-Thomp3on,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacv 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morgan,HnFred.(Monm  thsh)  j 
Morrell,  George  Herbert  ' 

Morton,ArthurH.A(Deptford) 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C.  ' 
Murray,KtHnA.Graham(Bute  | 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry)  i 
Murray,Col.  Wyndnam(Bath.  ' 
Nicol,  Denald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robt.  Torrens 
Palmer,SirCharlesM  (Durham 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

NOES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnel^Dr.M.A.fQu'nsC) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Dowd,  John 
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Phillpotto,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett.iUrlnHoraceCurzjn 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Remnant,  James  Faronharson 
Richanlson,SirThos.(Hartlep'i       ' 
Ridley,  Rt.  HonSirMatthewW.       \ 
Ritchie,Rt.HonChasThomM)n       \ 
Robson,  William  Snow*  >n 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyror-1 
Saunderson,  Rt.  HonA    .E.J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Riclurd 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.(Renfrew) 
Smith,  JamesParker(Laiiarlu. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
S  tanley,SirHenryM.  (Lambeth 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M4Tagg*rfc 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt>  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Rc  Hn.  JG(Oxf  dUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.CE(TauBt,i 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  JohnLloyd 
Whiteley.H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
WodehouseYRtHon.E.R(Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.Hn.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyfie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Malley,  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

In  pursuance    of    the    Order    of    the 
House  of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant 


July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House 
without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  half  after 
Seven  of  the  clock. 


flS65  Private  Bill  {26  July  1900} 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Thursday,  26th  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
I  Bouse  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
\\td  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
tnm  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
ftanriinr  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
;lty  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

London,    Walthamstow,    and    Epping 
Forest  Railway  (Abandonment). 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

BRAY  AND   ENNISKERRY   RAILWAY 
BILL. 

•Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  oppo- 
ritson  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ; 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
The  Orders  made  on  the  13th  instant 
and  Thursday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill 
committed  forthwith.. 

LONDON   SEA  WATER  SUPPLY    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

TRAMWAYS     PROVISIONAL     ORDERS 
(No.  5)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  an  Amendment,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  To-morrow. 

DURHAM     (COUNTY     OF)     ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

TOTTENHAM     URBAN     DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  an  Amendment,  and  committed  to  a 
Committeeof  the  whole  House  To-morrow. 

DEVONPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 
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HASTINGS    CORPORATION      BILL. 
The  Queen's    consent    signified ;    and 
Bill  reported  with  Amendments. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYxNE      ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and 
Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  BILL. 

TAUNTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE,  COMMERCIAL 
GAS  AND  SOUTH  METROPOLITAN 
GAS  COMPANIES  BILL, 

NOW 

METROPOLIS       GAS       (PREPAYMENT 
METER)  ACT,  1900. 

SOUTHPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

BRADFORD  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read  3°,  with  the  Amendments;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed* 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

HALIFAX  CORPORATION  BILL. 

OLDHAM    CORPORATION  BILL. 
Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments ;  further 
Amendments  made ;    Bills   passed,    and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

BAKER    STREET     AND    WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

CITY  OF  LONDON  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments ;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

MARKET  WEIGHTON  DRAINAGE  AND 
NAVIGATION  BILL. 

CUMBERLAND   COUNTY   COUNCIL 
(BRIDGES)  BILL. 

CHARING    CROSS    AND    STRAND 
ELECTRICITY  SUPPLY  BILL. 

CROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENTS BILL. 

Read  3a  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

PORTLAND    URBAN    DISTRICT   GAS 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 
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BURNLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  made  by  the  Lords  to  the 
Amendments    made    by    the    Commons 
agreed  to. 

EDUCATION  BOARD  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  (LONDON) 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

LIVERPOOL      OVERHEAD      RAILWAY 
BILL  [H  L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

GLASGOW   BUILDING    REGULATIONS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

MOTHERWELL  AND  BELLSHILL  RAIL- 
WAY   BILL  [h.l.]. 

NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

ROTHERHAM   CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  la; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

SHANNON    WATER     AND     ELECTRIC 
POWER  BILL. 

SOUTH   WALES    ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION   BILL. 

NORTH    METROPOLITAN    ELECTRIC 
POWER    SUPPLY    BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Lord  Stanmore  and  the 
Lord  Glanesk  be  proposed  to  the  House 
as  members  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Wolverton  and  the  Lord  Aberdare ; 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

PAISLEY     WATERWORKS    PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  26th  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2a ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2a  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  To-morrow. 


EDINBURGH  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASS)  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL. 

Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
12th  March  last,  "That  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  26th  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  2a ;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3°  to-morrow. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.    14)  BILL. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

PERTH     AND     PAISLEY     GAS    PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  BILL 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  Za  to-morrow. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


AFRICA,  No.  6  (1900). 
Preliminary  Report  by  Her  Majesty's 
Special  Commissioner  on  the  Protectorate 
of  Uganda. 

COMMERCIAL,  No.  3  (1900). 
Eeports  from  Her  Majesty's  Representa- 
tives in  Europe  on  the  metric  system. 
Parti. 

TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  2485.  France  (French  Indo-China) ; 
No.  2486.  Roumania ; 
No.  2487.  China  (Tientsin). 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  (IRELAND). 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  National 
Gallery  of  Ireland  to  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  Guardians,  for  the  year 
1899. 
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KME1TS  COMPENSATION. 

cs  of  proceedings  under  the 
i's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  and 
>yers'  Liability  Act,  1880,  dur- 
ear  1899. 

CAL    MANUSCRIPTS    (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

j  on  tke  manuscripts  of — 

re.  Frankland-Russell-Astley,  of 
Chequers  Court,  Bucks. 
>rd  Montagu,  of  Beaulieu,  Hants, 
jverley  Corporation. 

ed  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
he  Table. 


SRVE  FORCES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
3d  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
mdments. 

NT  SHIPPING  (LIABILITY  OF 
f^NERS  AND  OTHERS)  BILL. 

[Third  Reading.] 

>f  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading 

"That   the  Bill  be  now  read 
time." — (Lord  Rentage.) 

.ORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Halsbury)  said  he  felt  it  his 
ajive  their  Lordships  an  oppor- 
protesting  against  this  Bill, 
endeavoured  to  frame  Amend- 
ich  would  render  this  a  more 
3  Bill,  but  had  come  to  the  con- 
at  there  were  great  objections 
•m  of  amendment.  The  whole 
nd  object  of  the  Bill  was  vicious, 
in  recommended  to  their  Lord- 
isideration  on  the  ground  that 
3  called  the  parties  were  agreed, 
led  to  him  a  very  serious  thing, 
the  parties"  were  the  shipowners 
3  side  and  the  dock  and  harbour 
i  the  other.  This  was  a  circum- 
ich  ought  to  put  them  on  their 
inst  the  Bill  rather  than  tell  in 
•,  because  they  had  these  two 
erful  bodies  combining  against 
c  who  owned  goods  ana   had 

and  limbs  to  care  for.  More- 
Bill  had  not  been  brought  before 
one  of  those  bodies  who  were 

to  look  after  the  commercial 
>f  the  country.  If  the  Bill  were 
1  Parliament  were  thus  to  affirm 


the  principle  of  limitation  of  liability,  it 
would  form  an  irresistible  argument  in 
favour  of  similar  legislation  for  every 
railway  company  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
who  at  present  were  liable  to  the  very 
last  farthing  they  possessed.  Clause  3  of 
the  Bill  provided  that — 

"  The  limitation  of  liability  under  this  Act 
shall  relate  to  the  whole  of  any  losses  and 
damages  which  may  arise  upon  any  one  distinct 
occasion,  although  such  losses  and  damages 
may  be  sustained  by  more  than  one  person, 
and  shall  apply  whether  the  liability  arises  at 
common  law  or  under  any  general  or  private 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  notwithstanding  any- 
thing contained  in  such  Act." 

The  measure  of  liability  proposed  in  the 
Bill  was  absurd  and  grotesque.  He  really 
did  not  know  what  relation  the  size  of  the 
largest  ship  which  had  used  the  dock  or 
harbour  within  five  years  previous  to  the 
accident  had  to  the  liability  of  the  dock 
or  canal  owners.  He  objected  to  the  mode 
by  which  the  Bill  came  to  be  in  its  present 
form.  The  shipowners  wanted  additional 
limits,  whereupon  the  dock-owners  said, 
"We  shall  oppose  you  unless  we  get 
something  too."  The  Bill  was  supposed 
to  have  received  the  patronage  of  the 
Government  in  the  other  House.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Attorney  General  had 
voted  against  it,  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  whom  he  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  had  thought  it  right  to  commu- 
nicate, had  informed  him  that  he  repu- 
diated any  responsibility  for  the  measure, 
but  that  as  he  understood  both  parties  were 
agreed  he  would  not  interfere.  That  was 
the  extent  to  which  his  right  hon.  friend's 
support  went.  He  begged  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  this  day  three  months. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out '  now '  and  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  motion, '  this  day  three  months.' "— - {The 
Lord  Chancellor.) 

Earl  EGERTON  pointed  out  that 
the  two  great  commercial  cities  of  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  agreed  in  support- 
ing the  Bill.  Under  the  Bill  as  it 
stood,  the  liability  of  Liverpool  would  be 
£136,000,  whereas  by  the  first  suggested 
Amendment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  it 
would  be  only  £50,000,  and  by  the  second 
Amendment  it  would  be  £530,000. 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  I  have 
not  moved  those  Amendments. 

Earl  EGERTON:  No;  but  I  am 
showing  how  difficult  it  is  to  frame  any 
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standard  other  than  that  in  the  Bill,  j 
Id  the  case  of  Manehes ter  the  limit  I 
of  the  Bill  was  £104,000,  which  ir&a 
reduced  to  £23,000  by  the  Lord  Charts 
cellar's  first  Amendment,  m  utterly  in- 
adequate amount ;  whilst  hy  the  second 
Amendment  it  would  be  £230,000,  whicb 
was  far  too  much.  The  Bill  had  bean 
very  fully  &CrtiaideT*4  by  all  the  parties 
interested,  and  it  waa  agreed  that  no 
difficulty  whatever  would  be  experienced 
in  ascertaining  the  tonnage  of  the  largest 
vessel  using  the  port.  He  trusted  that 
the  Bill,  which  had  received  the  unani- 
mous support  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, would  not  he  rejected  iu  cotise- 
quence  of  any  precedent  which  the 
measure  might  form.  The  shipping 
interest  was  entire?}7  different  from  the 
railway  interest,  and  he  hoped  that  their 
Lordships  would  agree  to  pass  the  Bill, 
which  waa  the  outcome  of  long  negotia- 
tions between  the  parties  interested. 

Lord  HENEAGE  said  he  thought 
their  Lordships  would  admit  that  the 
course  taken  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  was  extremely  inconvenient.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  first  put  down 
an  Amendment  to  Clause  2  proposing  as 
the  limit  of  the  liability  of  the  dock  or 
canal  or  harbour  authority  10  per  centum 
of  the  value  of  the  dock  or  canal  or  har- 
bour. He  had  endeavoured  to  find  out 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  that  Amend- 
ment, and,  having  gone  through  an 
immense  amount  of  figures,  ho  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  utterly 
absurd,  ridiculous,  and  impracticable. 
The  nob]*'  and  learned  Lord  changed  his 
mind  and  put  down  another  Amendment 
proposing  that  the  liability  was  not 
to  exceed  the  value  of  the  dock  or 
canal  or  harbour.  That,  if  not  more 
absurd  than  the  first,  was  more 
complicated  and  mure  impracticable.  But 
instead  of  moving  that  Amendment,  far 
which  the  House  had  come  prepared,  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  moved  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  However,  that  did 
not  matter,  for  if  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  moved  his  Amendment  and  had 
carried  it  the  Bill  could  not  have  been 
accepted  by  its  promoters.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  dealt  with  life  and  property 
at  sea;  this  Bill  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  subject.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
was  able  to  hear  the  observations  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  but  he  under- 
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stood  him  to  say  that  be  (Lord  Hem 
had  acknowledged  that  the   bodiefl  rr pre- 
senting  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  had  not  been  consulted  in  reg 
to  this  Bilh     He  acknowledged  n<-; 
of  the  kind.     In  reply  to  Lord 
who  asked,  at  a  previous  stage  of  the  Bill, 
if  those  interested  in  cargoes  had 
consulted,  be  (Lord  Heneage)  stated  that 
he    could    not    recollect    fi 
whether     chambers     of    commerce    bad 
been  consulted,  but  that  he  was  pen 
certain  that  underwriters  had  been,  and 
that  they  approved  of  the  Bill,     Lotd 
Avebury    himself  consulted    the    under- 
writers, and  said  he  had   no  Amendment 
to  move.     The  second  clause  was  r: 
illogieal  as  it  looked,  wad  there  vroulduot 
be  the  slightest   difficulty  in   obtai 
information  with  respect  to  the  tonnage 
of  the  largest  ship  that   had   entered  the 
dock,  canal,  or  harbour.     He  wool  I 
ask  their  Lordships  to  take  his  v 
for  this,  but  would  quote  the  opinion  of 
one    of    the    leading    lawyers     in 
Admiralty  Court.     Mr.  Butler   AajHBaH 
had  expressed  the  following  opinion — 

**  I  ani  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  ba*fo  of 
dock-owner-/  liability,  namely,  £s  per  ton  on 
the  largest  registered  ship,  is  p  9  ami 

(■an  be  i;ivan  effect  to  by  the  Admiralty  ' 
without  difficulty  or  untitle  evpenae.  f 
owner*  who  propose  limiting  their  0a 
will  institute  an  action    in    the    Ad  in 

non  for  that  purpose.     Upon   : 
coming  en  for  trial,  the  plain  tiff  will  haine  to 
satisfy  the  judge  by  evidence  that  In-  alleged 
limit  is  baaed  upon  the  tonnage  of  the  lar**e*t 
ship.     This  can  be  done  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  of  the  court  by  «ni  lai 
auction  of  the  ehin'e  register,     [f  the  *ie4ea<b 
ant>  deny  that  the  ship  in  question 
largest  ship,  thh  issue  of  fact   can    h 
and  cheaply  determined.    In  i  he  latf»e  majority 
of  cases  there  would  be  no  dispute  &*  to 
wis  the  largest  4up+     The  \nis\*  of  the  U 
si  iip  seem**  fanciful,  but  in  truth   : 
principle  in   determining   the  quantum 
wrongdoer  a  liability,  once  it  is  granted  thai  be 
is  to"  be  allowed  to  limit  his  liability, 
proposed  baaia  ia  capable  of  bjing easily woHpca\ 
nun"  thU  to  toy  mind  w  its  great  merit. 

11  I  think  that  the  Lord  Chancellor**  proposal 
would  lend  in  many  cases  to  great  delay  and 
heavy    expenditure.       In    many   cases    tli 
would    necessarily   be    an   expensive   inquir 
into  what  the  rateable  value  was.     Th 
miralty  Court  \w+  no  machinery  for  this  pur 
and  no  official*  with  lheneee**ary  special 
knowledge  to  enable  them    to  hold  Mich  in- 
quiriee.       It   would    mean    that  both    partie 
would    be   entitled   to   be    heard    before 
tribunal  holding  the  inquiry*  presuinabh. 
a    right    of  appeal,  which  most    c»nre'irAbly 
might  result  in  Ihe  matter  not  being*  dis 
of  till  it  hail  reached  the  House  of  Lord* 
adjudication." 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  said  something  with 
reference  to  the  patronage  of  the  Board 
«rf  Trade.  •  He  (Lord  Heneage)  had  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  House 
«f  Commons,  and  had  always  understood, 
when  a  Bill  went  through  that  House 
unanimously  supported  by  every  Cabinet 
Minister  and  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  that  the  Department  had  made 
itself  responsible  for  the  Bill,  because,  if 
it  was  a  bad  Bill,  they  ought  to  have 
opposed  it.  Even  in  the  House  of  Lords 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  stated  distinctly 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  was  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  and  voted  against  the  Amend- 
ment of  Lord  Alverstone  which  was 
noved  in  Committee.  The  Board  of 
Trade  had  loyally  stood  by  the  Bill,  and 
was  at  this  moment  of  opinion  that  the 
•olntion  in  the  Bill  was  the  only  possible 
audition  of  the  difficulty.  He  trusted 
their  Lordships  would  not  reject  the  Bill. 


The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  said  it 
was  a  scandalous  thing  that  the  spokesmen 
of  the  Government  on  this  question  should 
take  up  such  varying  attitudes.  Notwith- 
standing this  division  of  opinion,  the 
Department  really  responsible  had  given 
its  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  when  it  was  a  matter 
of  choosing  between  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Trade — the  responsible  Depart- 
ment— and  that  ot  any  member  of  the 
Government,  the  best  course  to  take  was 
to  follow  the  advice  of  the  responsible 

CONTENTS. 


Minister.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
said  they  must  be  very  careful  in  passing 
the  Bill,  because  the  two  interests  most 
concerned  had  come  to  an  agreement. 
Surely  one  of  the  first  considerations  in 
matters  of  this  kind  was  whether  those  in 
the  country  who  were  specially  affected  by 
the  proposed  law  were  in  favour  of  it. 

Lord  ALVERSTONE  asked  their 
Lordships  to  consider  whether  the  Bill 
was  one  which  ought  to  pass,  and  not  to 
put  the  responsibility  upon  any  supposed 
agreement  between  shipowners  and  dock- 
owners,  who  were  really  making  a 
bargain  in  their  own  interests  without 
considering  the  interests  of  the  persons 
who  were  really  concerned.  Not  a  single 
argument  had  been  brought  forward  in 
their  Lordships'  House  to  justify  the 
extended  limitation  of  the  liability  of 
dock  companies,  except  a  bargain  which 
they  had  concluded  with  the  shipowners. 
If  this  absolutely  new  departure  in  the 
law  of  England  were  to  be  made,  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  alteration.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that,  if  it  were  argued  on 
its  merits,  their  Lordships'  impartial 
judgment  would  lead  them  to  reject 
this  Bill. 


On  Question  whether  "  now "  shall 
stand  part  of  the  motion,  their  Lordships 
divided : — Contents,  51 ;  Not-Contents, 
•22 
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Lncan,  E. 
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Yarborough,  £. 

Falkland,  V. 
Powerscourt,  V. 
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Devonshire,  D.  {L.  President.) 
Cross  V.     (L.  Privy  Seal.) 

Bath,  M. 

Carnwath,  E. 
Cowper,  E. 
Denbigh,  E. 


Manchester,  L.  Bp. 

Boyle,  L.  (E.  Cork  and  Orrery.) 
Brougham  and  Vaux,  L. 
Calthorpe,  L. 
Clan  William,    L.      (E.    Clan- 

william. ) 
Clonbrock,  L. 
Cloncurry,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
Colville  of  Culro-s,  L. 
Cottesloe,  L. 
Cran worth,  L. 
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Bill  read  3a,  with  the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


{LORDS}  (Ireland)  BUI  1276- 

♦The  Earl  of  ARRAN  moved  the 
omission  of  Clause  8,  which  ran  as 
follows : — 


COUNTY  AND  BOROUGH  FRANCHISE 
ASSIMILATION  (LONDON)  BILL. 

Read    3rt    (according   to   Order),    and 


TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3«  on  Tuesday 
next. 

TITHE  RENT-CHARGE  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Amendments    reported    (according    to 
Order). 

Lord  CLONCURRY  said  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name  did  not  touch 


"(1)  Section  1  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply 
to  any  annual  sum  charged  upon  land  where 
the  estate  or  interest  therein  of  the  person 
liable  to  pay  snch  annnal  sum  has,  after  the 
l  creation  of  such  charge  and  before  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety -six,  been  conveyed  to  a 
purchaser  on  a  sale. 

44  (2)  Sections  3  and  4  of  this  Act  shall 
not  apply  to-  any  tithe  rent-charge  payable 
to  the  Land  Commission  out  of  hereditaments 
where  the  estate  or  interest  therein  of  the 
person  liable  to  pay  such  tithe  rent-charge  has, 
after  the  tentti  day  of  August  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  and  before  the 
twelfth  day  of  May  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred 
and  ninety- nine,  been  conveyed  to  a  purchaser 
on  a  sale. 

"  (3)  Where  the  estate  or  interest  conveyed 


any   question    of   ecclesiastical    tithes  or  I  was  less  tlian  the  first  estate  of  inheritance 
commuted    tithes;    it   dealt  only  with  a  i  this  section  shall  not  apply  after  the  determi- 

limited  number  of  lay  tithes.     He  had  no  I  »•*»  °f  ■«*; less  «***  °fr  interest. 

,  .   ,         ,  .      i ,  ,.        ,     ,  !      "(4)  *  or  the  purpose  of  showing  that  this 

personal  interest  in   the  matter,  but  was  |  sect\on  doe8  not  apply  a  statutory  declaration 
confident    that  there  would  be  cases  of  \  0r  such  other  evidence  as  the  Land  Commissien 
gross    injustice    under     the    Bill     if    the  !  may  require  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence. 
Amendment   standing  in  his  name  were!      "(«  The  expression  'sale'  in  this  tectum 

x  : ^j  &  I  does  not  include  a  mortgage  or  a  marriage  or 

other  family  settlement  or  arrangement." 


not  inserted. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause- 3.  page  3,  line  5,  after  Sub-section 
(3)  to  insert  Sub-section  (4) :— ■•  (4)  Where  a 
tithe  rent-charge  has  been  varied  by  any  order 
of  a  court  of  quarter  sessions  made  after  the 
passing  of  the  Irish  Church  Act,  1869,  the 
amount  at  which  it  stood  before  the  making 
of  the  order  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
clause,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  amount 
at  which  it  stood  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
August,  oue  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-four. :  "—(Lortl  Cloncurry.) 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  As  I  under- 
stand, the  Amendment  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  say  to  the  great  numbers  that  are 
represented  by  ecclesiastical  tithe-payers, 
but  is  confined  to  a  very  small  number  of 
lay  tithe-payers.     My  noble  friend  takes 


The  noble  Lord  argued  that  this  exclu- 
sion spoiled  a  tardy  act  of  justice,  and  that 
|  the  Government  could  not  be  enthusiastic 
|  in  its  favour  as  it  did  not  form  part  of 
their  original  proposal.  The  clause  was 
1  designed  to  exclude  from  the  benefits 
i  of  the  Bill,  so  far  as  ecclesiastical 
tithe  rent-charge,  both  commuted  and 
non-commuted,  was  concerned,  certain 
|  persons  who  purchased  estates  charged 
,  therewith  subsequent  to  1869  and  1872, 
!  on  the  ground  that  these  purchasers 
:  had  notice  when  they  purchased  that 
'  commuted  tithe  rent-charge  had  been 
,  made  payable  by  statute  for  fifty-two 
i  years,  or  that  the  non-commuted  re»t- 
charge  had  been  deprived  of  its  variable 
\  character  by  the  Act  of  1872.  Admitting 
exception  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  j  that  much,  it  must  also  be  admitted  on 
which  is  that  there  shall  be  a  revision,  ;  the  other  side  that  most  of  these  pur- 
not,  as  in  the  old  times,  once  possibly  i  chasers  bought  at  the  highest  prices  of 
every  seven  years,  but  once  every  fifteen  the  century ;  that  they  purchased  titles 
years.  My  noble  friend  seems  to  think  which  Parliament  had  guaranteed  to  be 
that  because  there  may  have  been  some  \  indefeasible  with  the  object  of  tempting 
lay  tithe-payers  who  got  a  revision  in  j  purchasers  to  come  forward ;  that  they 
1872,  therefore  it  would  be  unfair  to !  purchased  inter  alia  the  right  to  fix  the 
subject  the  owners  to  another  revision  j  rents  to  be  paid  from  time  to  time  by 
even  after  a  lapse  of  sixteen  years.  But  i  their  tenants,  and  that  they  not  only  had 
where  is  this  picking  and  choosing  of  j  no  notice  that  Parliament  might  some 
dates  to  stop  ?  I  do  not  think  my  noble  I  day  pass  the  land  legislation  of  1881, 
friend  has  made  out  his  case.  I  but  that  so  recently  as  in  the  debates  on 

Amendment,   by   leave  of  the  House,    the  Land  Bill  of  1870  and  on  Mr.  Butt's 
withdrawn.  ( Land  Bill  of  1876,  Mr.  Gladstone  and  all 
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parties  in  the  House  of  Commons  except 
the  Irish  Home  Rulers  declared  that  such 
doctrines  as  fair  rents,  free  sale,  and 
fixity  of  tenure  could  not  be  listened  to, 
and  would  amount  to  confiscation  which 
would  have  to  be  paid  for.  Moreover, 
many  tenant  purchasers  under  the  Pur- 
ehase  Acts  bought  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ecclesiastical  tithe  rent-charge, 
and  in  such  cases  it  would  be  unpopular 
as  well  as  unjust  to  exclude  them  from 
the  benefits  of  the  Bill.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  the  justice  of  withdrawing  the 
clause  and  restoring  the  Bill  to  its  original 
form. 

Amendment  moved — 

•■  To  leave  out  Clause  8."— (The  Earl  of 
Arran.) 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  supported  the 
proposal  to  omit  Clause  8,  failing  to  see 
the  object  of  it.  The  second  sub-section 
contained  the  sting.  It  simply  meant 
that  people  who  purchased  an  estate  be- 
tween 1872  and  1899  were  to  be  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  the  Bill.  They  all 
knew  that  that  was  introduced  at  the 
instigation  of  a  Nationalist  Member,  but 
he  thought  Nationalist  Members  in  the 
House  of  Commons  quite  forgot  that  a 
very  great  number  of  tenants  who  had 
purchased  would  be  hit  by  it.  It  seemed 
hard  that  landlords,  and  tenants  who  pur- 
chased between  those  dates,  should  not 
benefit  in  any  way  from  this  Bill.  The 
clause  was  a  niggardly  clause,  intended, 
it  had  been  said,  to  strike  at  a  certain 
gentleman  who  has  purchased  a  large  plot 
in  Ireland,  and  the  Bill  would  not  be 
affected  in  any  way  if  it  were  cut  out. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  The  position  in 
reference  to  this  clause  is  one  which  I 
think  I  can  state  in  a  very  few  sentences 
to  your  Lordships.  My  noble  friend  who 
introduced  the  Amendment  asked  your 
Lordships  not  to  spoil  a  tardy  act  of 
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justice,  and  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat  down  improved  upon  that  by  describ- 
ing it  as  a  niggardly  little  clause  that 
might  easily  be  left  out.      The  Earl  of 
Arran  said  this  was  a  clause  with  regard 
to  which  the  Government  were  not  called 
upon  to  be  specially  enthusiastic.      The 
Government     are     never     enthusiastic. 
Their  mission  is  to  be  just  and  fair,  and  to 
endeavour  to  present  their  views  in  clear 
and  intelligible   language.       Two    parti- 
cular grievances  are  sought  to  be  remedied, 
and  are  referred  to  in  the  section.     The 
first  is  to  reduce  the  period  of  payment 
from  fifty-two  to  forty-five  years,  and  the 
second  is  the  question  of  a  remedy  for  the 
hardships  and    inconveniences   resulting 
from    the    abolition     of    the     principle 
of     revision      in      respect      of      eccle- 
siastical    tithe.        The     clause     is    the 
outcome  of  discussion   in  the  House  of 
Commons,    where    it    was     urged     that 
the      two       classes       of       tithe-payers 
referred    to     in     the     clause     did    not 
suffer    under    the     grievance     the     Bill 
was  intended  to  redress,  inasmuch  as  the 
circumstances  were  fully  known  and  taken 
into  account   when   the   purchases   were 
made.      It  was  pointed  out  that  people 
who  had  bought  with  their  eyes  open  to 
the  fact  that  there  could  be  no  variation 
of  the  tithe  could  not  be  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  old  owners  of  property.      The 
Government  admitted  the   force  of  the 
argument  that  these  payers  had  not  the 
same  claim  for  variation  and  revision,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  yield  to  the 
appeal  of  the  noble  Earl,  but  will  accept 
the  clause. 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY :  Does 
the  noble  Lord  press  his  Amendment  1 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN :  Yes. 

On  Question  whether  the  clause  shall 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,  their  Lordships 
divided  : — Contents,  45  ;  Not-Contents, 
28. 
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Macnaghten,  L. 
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♦Lord  CLONBROCK  moved  the  omis- 1 
sion  of  Clause  9,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Sub-section  1  of  Section  37  of  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act,  1896  (which  dispenses  with  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury  to  the  redemption  of 
tithe  rent-charge  as  therein  mentioned),  shall 
not  have  effect  in  the  case  of  any  tithe  rent- 
charge  to  which  Section  3  of  this  Act  applies." 

He  had  stated  on  the  second  reading  that 
hie  did  not  propose  to  move  any  Amend- 
ment, but  that  referred  to  the  Bill  as  it 
then  was.  He  did  not  know  that  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  would  move 
the*  introduction  of  this  new  clause. 
The  effect  of  his  Amendment  would,  he 
said,  be  to  restore  the  Bill  as  it  left  the  j 
House  of  Commons,  and  to  fix  once  more 
the  former  price  at  which  tithe  rent-charge  I 
could  be  redeemed.  By  the  Act  of  1869 
the  price  was  fixed  at  22i  years  purchase. 
This  was  decidedly  exorbitant,  for  it  was 
well  known  that  before  the  Church  Act 
the  value  of  tithe  rent-charge  was  only 
about  seventeen  years  purchase  at  the 
outside.  The  Church  Fund  benefited  by 
this  increase  to  the  extent  of  something 
like  half-a-million  sterling,  and  the  tithe 
rent-charge  payers  who  redeemed  had  to 
do  so  at  this  high  rate.  In  1896  it  seemed  to 
have  dawned  on  the  Government  that  the 
amount  fixed  was  excessive,  and  a  change 
was  made  to  twenty  years,  not  out  of 
tenderness  to  the  landlords,  but  simply 
because  they  found  that  the  high  price 
at  which  a  landlord  had  to  redeem  his 
tithe  rent-charge  disinclined  him  to  sell 
to  the  tenant,  and  that  the  system  of 
purchase  in  which  the  Government  were 
so  much  interested  was  thereby  impeded. 
This  was  clearly  stated  on  the  introduction 
of  the  Land  Bill  of  1896  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  to   the   Lord  Lieutenant.      In 


introducing  the    Land  Bill  of  1896  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour  said* — 

"  How  are  yon  to  quicken  the  pace  [of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts]  ?  Fir-t  of  all  we  most 
try  in  every  way  we  can  to  oil  the  machinery. 
We  must  study  the  various  impediment*  la 
the  existing  system  which  make  tenants 
slow  to  buy  and  the  landlords  slow  to 
Nell.  We  must,  if  possible,  remove  those 
impediments,  and  try  to  make  purchase  mora 
attractive  to  the  tenants,  and  sale  more  attrac- 
tive to  the  landlords.  We  have  in  this  Bill 
made  various  proposals  with  a  view  to  effect- 
ing this  object." 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  then  proceeded  to 
describe  these  proposals,  ana,  on  coming 
to  the  subject  of  tithe  rent-charge,  said — 

"  Another  concession  which  we  propose  to 
make  to  landlords  selling  to  their  tenants  has 
reference  to  the  redemption  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  in  case  of  sale.  Under  the  Act  of 
1887  the  Land  Commission  were  empowered 
to  allow  the  landlords  to  redeem  the  tithe  rent- 
charge  in  case  of  sale  at  less  than  the 
statutory  period  of  22£  years  provided  the 
Treasury  gave  their  consent.  The  Land  Com- 
mission have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  repeatedly 
applied  to  the  Treasury  to  give  their  consent, 
and  the  Treasury  have  always  refused  it. 
Under  this  Hill  the  Land  Commission  are  to 
:  be  empowered  to  allow  the  landlords  to 
redeem  the  tithe  rent-charge  at  anything  over 
twenty  years  purchase  without  asking  the  con- 
I  sent  of  the  Treasury." 

It  was  this  provision  in  the  Land  Act  of 
1896  which  would  be  repealed  by  this 
clause.  He  commended  these  arguments 
to  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  A  landlord  could  only  sell 
to  his  tenants  at  a  considerable  loss  of 
income;  in  fact,  he  usually  only  did  so 
from  a  feeling  of  despair  at  the  unjust 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated,  and 
in  the  hope  that  he  thus  might  save  some- 

*See  The  Parliamentary   Debates  [Fourth 
I  Series],  Vol.  xxxix.,  page  809. 
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tiling  out  of  the  fire.    The  change  would 
therefore  add  to  his  previous  disinclination 
toseli.     Instead  of  trying  in  every  way 
to  "  oil  the  machinery,"*the  Government 
were,  by  restoring  the  twenty-two  and  a 
half  years,  doing  the  very  thing  which 
would  impede  the  better  and  freer  opera- 
lion  of  the  purchase  system.     They  were 
taking  away  with  one  hand  part  of  what 
wis  given  with  the  other.     Tho  fund  had 
gained  half  a  million  of  money  by  this 
extravagant  charge  for  a  great   number 
«f  years,  and  any  loss  which  would  be 
«stained  must  be  by  driblets.    Moreover, 
it  could  not  be  absolutely  certain  that  there 
would  be  a  loss,   for   in   the   Treasury 
Minute  of  14th  July  of  last  year  it  was 
•tated  that— 

"Neither  the  future  annual  extent  of  the 
•perations  under  those  Aces  (the  Purchase 
Acts)  nor  the  proportion  in  which  Much  opera- 
tions will  apply  to  lands  subject  to  tithe  can 
fee  predicted  with  any  confidence." 

It  further  stated  that  the  Treasury  contem- 
plated that  there  might  be  a  loss,  only  at 
tome  future  period.  If  this  fund  had  been 
charged  by  successive  governments  with 
more  than  it  could  bear,  it  wa*  hard  that 
the  tithe-payer  should  in  consequence 
suffer  by  having  a  larger  sum  extracted 
from  him.  If  the  Treasury  thought  this 
clause  so  important,  why  was  it  not 
introduced  before  instead  of  being  slipped 
in  at  the  last  moment  ?  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  consent  to  his  Amend- 
ment and  restore  the  Bill  to  what  it  was 
when  it  left  the  House  of  Commons. 

Amendment  moved — 

u  To  leave  ouo Clause  9."— {Lord  Clonbrock. ) 

*Thk  Earl  of  ERNE  thought  they 
had  some  reason  to  complain  of  the  course 
which  had  been  taken  in  regard  to  this 
clause.  The  clause  was  forced  upon  the 
Irish  Government  by  the  Treasury  and 
would  not  have  been  introduced  other- 
wise. There  were  plenty  of  opportunities 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  clause 
to  have  been  inserted,  but  this  was  not 
done.  Many  noble  Lords  had  left  London 
on  the  understanding  that  no  alteration 
would  be  made  in  the  structure  of  the 
Bill  and  that  only  drafting  Amendments 
would  be  agreed  to.  As  his  noble  friend  had 
told  the  House,  this  clause  practically  con- 
fiscated two  and  a  half  years  purchase  of 
tithe  rent-charge  when  they  came  to  sell, 
and  in  that  way  took  away  one  of  the 
important  concessions  which  were  made 


\  to  Irish  landlords  in  1896.     Noble  Lords 
•  from   Ireland   were   placed   in   rather   a 
1  difficult  position  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
■  He  fully  conceded  that  the  Government 
|  had  met  them  fairly,  having  pressed  this 
i  Bill,  which  would  give  some  relief,  through 
|  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  expense  of 
other  Bills  on  the  whole.     He  would  sug- 
gest that  his  noble  friend  should  be  con- 
tent with  his  protest  and  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

i      The  Earl  op  MAYO  said  this  was  an 
J  instance  of  rather  sharp  practice  on  the 
i  part  of   the   Treasury.     Why,  he  asked, 
should  the  Treasury  suddenly  slip  in,  in 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  from  one  House  to 
the  other,  a  little  piece    of    legislation 
which  really  cut  off  some  of  the  benefits 
of  the  Bill  1    The  tithe  rent-charge   was 
expected  to  be  reduced  20  per  cent,  under 
the  Bill,  and  £100  paid  now  would  there- 
fore become  £80.     Twenty    years   pur- 
chase   of    £80  would    be    £1,600,    but 
twenty-two   and   a    half  years    purchase 
would    be    £1,800 ;     therefore    the   pur- 
chase   money    was    increased   by   £200. 
It    had    not    been     possible    to    debate 
the   matter   in   Committee    because    the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  suggested  that 
owing   to   the   lateness   of  the  hour  the 
Amendments      should      be       postponed 
till    the  present    stage.      This    increase 
of  two    and    a    half    years    would    not 
affect  the  Church  Fund  for  a  great  num- 
i  ber  of  years,  and  Mr.  Balfour  said  in  the 
I  House  of  Commons  that  it  would  not  be 
in   the   least   necessary   to    go   into   the 
question  of  the  solvency  of  the  Church 
Fund  thirty  years  hence.      What  could 
|  be  the  object,  therefore,  of  the  Treasury 
|  adding  on  this  two  and  a  half  years  ?  What 
I  he  objected  to  was  that  the  clause  had  been 
!  put  in  after  the  Bill  left  the  House  of 
|  Commons.     The  Government  had,  so  to 
i  speak,  through  the  Treasury,  gone  back 
upon  the  arrangement  that  there  should 
I  be  no  Amendments  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
i  What  an  outcry  there  would  have  been 
I  if  anything  of  the  same  kind  had  been 
[  done  in  a  matter  affecting  the  tenants. 

I  Lord  ASHBOURNE  :  I  am  very  sorry 
that  any  noble  Lord  in  this  House  should 

i  for  a  moment  think  that  there  has  been 
anything  in  the  slightest  degree  unfair  or 
savouring  of  sharpness  or  unworthy 
practice  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 
There  has  really  been  no  change  of  view 
on   this   matter.      The    Chief   Secretary 
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expressed  his  views  clearly  in  the  other 
House   in  reply  to  an  Amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Dillon  suggesting  that  there 
should  be  no  redemption  of  ecclesiastical 
tithe  save  at  twenty-five  years  purchase. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  said  he 
thought    it    would    be    reasonable    that 
the     price     should     not    be    less 
twenty-two     and     a     half    years 
chase.       When      I     was     moving 
Second  Heading  of  the  Bill  I  referred  to 
the  way  in  which  that  matter  would  be 
dealt  with.     What  is  the  history  of  this 
question  1     In  the  Church  Act  of  1869, 
Sir.     Gladstone's     measure    as    to    the 
price       of     redemption      was      twenty- 
two    and    a    half    years    purchase,    and 
that    has    been    the    governing    figure. 
Whei>    in    1887     a     modification     was 
suggested,  it  was  subject  to  the  assent 
of  the  Treasury,  which  was  the  arbiter. 
At  that  period  the  position  of  tithe  rent- 
charge  payers  appealed  to  the  sympathy 
of  the  Government.     It  was  felt  that  the 
abolition  of  the  power  of  revision  by  the 
Act  of  1872  worked  harshly.     Prices  had 
fallen,  the  English  tithe  rent-payer  had 
been  relieved  to  some  extent,  and  there- 
fore   in  1896   it   was   deemed   that   the 
position    of   the   Irish    tithe    rent-payer 
needed   some   further   measure    of    con- 
sideration, and  for    the    first    time    the 
Land     Commission     was     given     power 
at  its  discretion  to  say  that  redemption 
might    take  place  at  twenty  years  pur- 
chase.    Under  this  Bill  the  power  of  re- 
vision is  restored  in  a  large  and  substan- 
tial way.     The. Treasury  considered  that 
the  large   reduction  of  the   tithe-payers' 
payments   under   this   Bill    was   a  great 
and  substantial  benefit,  and  under  those 
circumstances  it  was  right  to  restore  to 
the  Treasury  the  power  of  saying  whether 
twenty-two  and  a  half  years  purchase  was 
not  the  right  figure.     Whether  you  con- 
cur or  not  with  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Treasury,  you  will  see  that 
their  action  has   been  uniform  and  con- 
sistent all  through,  and  that  ample  notice 
was  given  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

On  Question,  That  Clause  9  stand  part 
of  the  Bill,  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT  (1800)   AMENDMENT   BILL. 

Amendments    reported   (according    to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3°  To-morrow. 

Lord  Ashbourne. 


CRUELTY  TO  WILD  ANIMALS  IN 
CAPTIVITY  BILL. 

Bill  read  Sa  (according  to  Order). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD:  The 
promoters  of  this  Bill  gave  a  pledge  in  the 
memorandum  to  the  Bill  that  it  should 
not  affect  any  legitimate  sport,  such  as 
hunting  or  coursing,  and  I  was  under  the 
impression  when  1  read  the  Bill  that  it 
carried  out  their  intention.  I  consulted 
two  of  my  learned  colleagues  in  this 
House  and  they  agreed  with  me :  but  the 
question  was  raised  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, and  my  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  con- 
tended that  stag  hunting  or  rabbit  coursing; 
was  included.  The  object  of  my  Amend- 
ment is  to  remove  any  doubt  on  the 
subject. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  4,  line  26,  after  ( 1876 '  to  insert 
'  nor  to  the  hunting  br  coursing  of  any  animal 
which  has  not  been  liberated  in  a  mutilated  or 
injured  state  in  order  to  facilitate  its  capture 
or  destruction.'  "—(Lord  James  of  Hereford.) 

The  Earl  of  CORK :  I  am  glad  that 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  has  moved 
to  insert  these  words,  because   there  are 
very  grave  doubts  whether  the  Bill  in  it* 
present  form   would  not  put  an  end  to- 
rabbit  coursing,  a  sport  of  which  I  am  not 
enamoured,  but  one   which  affords  much 
pleasure  to  many  individuals.     I  am  cer- 
tain  those  who   pursue   this   sport  will 
thank  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  for  his 
,  Amendment,  and  wdl  do  everything  they 
!  possibly  can   to   prevent  in   future  any 
I  cruelty  being  done  to  these  animals. 

I      Amendment  agreed  to. 

i 

!      Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  as  a  new  clause,  '  This  Act  shall 
|  not  extend  to  Scotland.' " — (Lord  James  of 
\  Hereford.) 

I      Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
i  mons. 


LUNACY    BOARD    (SCOTLAND) 
(SALARIES,    ETC.)    BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 


1386 


Militia 


{26  July  1900} 


Beorganisatian. 


1286: 


PROHIBITION  OF    EXPORTATION    OF 
ARMS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Amendment  made ;  Bill  read  Sa 
(according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and 
aeot  to  the  Commons. 

OIL  IN  TOBACCO  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  •  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Viscount 
ROSS) :  My  Lords,  I  have  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  give  a  Second  Reading  to 
this  Bill,  which,  though  a  small  one,  is 
one  of  considerable  importance.  Your 
Lordships  will  remember  that  under  the 
Finance  Acts  manufacturers  of  tobacco 
are  not  allowed  to  use  more  than  a  certain 
amount  of  water.  If  the  law  is  not 
complied  with  in  this  respect  heavy 
penalties  are  imposed,  but  manufacturers 
of  tobacco  have  evaded  the  law  by  using 
oil  in  addition  to  water.  This  is  now 
done  to  an  extent  which  makes  it 
injurious  to  the  consumer.  It  also 
seriously  affects  the  revenue,  and  works 
hardly  on  the  honest  trader.  The 
'Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  intro- 
duced this  Bill  to  stop  this  practice,  which 
works  mischief  all  the  way  round.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is  to  limit  the  amount 
of  oil  used  in  tobacco,  the  quantity  of  oil 

Grmitted  by  the  measure  as  it  stands 
ing  3  per  cent.,  but  the  Government 
are  willing  to  extend  it  to  4  per  cent. 
when  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Viscount  Cross.) 

On  Question  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2a 
accordingly  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  To-morrow. 


MILITIA  REORGANISATION. 
Lord  BRA  YE :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  the  general  scheme  for  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Army  which,  it  is 
understood,  is  under  consideration,  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  pay  special 
attention  to  the  question  of  the  Militia  in 
general,  and  to  the  position  of  the  Militia 
in  time  of  war ;  whether  the  matter  of 
Militia  battalions  volunteering  for  foreign 
and  for  active  service  will  engage  their 
attention,  with  a  view  to  place  the  present 


uncertain,  undefined,  and  unsatisfactory 
system  on  a  proper  basis  ;  whether,  in 
cases  where  a  large  portion  of  the  batta- 
lion do  volunteer  and  the  minority  do. 
not,  distinct  regulations  will  be  enacted 
to  govern  the  acceptance  or  the 
rejection  by  the  authorities  of  the 
offer;  whether  the  present  irregular 
system  will  be  abolished — that  is  to  say, 
the  system  (if  it  can  be  so  called)  whereby* 
the  volunteering  is  made  to  depend  on 
the  success  of  the  persuasive  powers  of 
commanding  officers,  company  officers, 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
whereby  those  (many  or  few)  of  the  men 
who  adhere  to  their  engagement  to  serve 
only  in  the  United  Kingdom,  except' their 
consent  is  obtained  to  serve  abroad,  are 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  eyes  of 
their  fellow-soldiers  ;  whether  clear  rules, 
can  bo  officially  laid  down  as  to  the 
liability,  in  future,  of  the  whole  Militia 
to  serve  without  volunteering;  or  whether, 
if  that  is  not  practicable,  certain  battalions 
can  be  raised  and  privileged  to  so  serve ; 
or,  again,  if  that  is  impracticable,  whether 
individual  volunteers  from  Militia  batta- 
lions will  be  accepted  and  transfer!  ed  to 
the  Regular  Army,  and  incorporated 
therein ;  or,  if  that  cannot  be,  whether 
any  regulation  will  be  framed  which,, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,, 
can  meet  the  desired  end.  I  also 
wish  to  ask  how  many  battalions  of 
Militia  have  volunteered  during  the 
present  war ;  how  many  of  these  have 
had  their  offers  accepted,  and  how  many- 
rejected  ;  whether  any  rule  governs  such 
acceptance  and  rejection;  whether  any 
battalions  are  ever  asked  by  the  authori- 
ties if  they  will  serve  or  not,  or  whether 
the  initiative  has  come,  and  is  expected 
to  come,  from  the  battalions  them- 
selves ;  how  many  of  the  battalions  who 
may  have  volunteered  have  done  so 
unanimously  ;  how  many  (if  any)  partially 
and  conditionally  ;  and  how  many  (if  any) 
have  refused  to  volunteer ;  whether  it  is 
in  contemplation  to  raise  the  Militia  to  a 
position  approximating  to  the  Regular 
Army,  with  adequate  years  of  training, 
and  with  adequate  pensions  and  foreign 
service,  or  to  limit  its  service  wholly  to. 
the  United  Kingdom,  or  to  make  any 
fundamental  change  in  the  organisation 
oi  the  Militia. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowke)  t 
The  noble  and  gallant  Lord  has  adopted 
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a  procedure  which  is  not  without  its 
■advantage  with  the  temperature  at  the 
present  point.  He  has  asked  his  questions 
in  the  briefest  possible  terms,  and  placed 
his  arguments  at  some  length  on  the 
Notice  Paper.  His  questions  relate  to 
two  matters.  He  desires,  in  the  first 
place,  to  be  made  aware  of  our  intentions 
with  regard  to  various  questions  of 
importance  affecting  the  Militia  force, 
and  he  also  asks  for  information  as  to 
♦certain  matters  of  fact  connected  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  certain 
Militia  battalions  have  lately  been 
•allowed  to  volunteer  for  service  abroad. 
It  may,  perhaps,  have  escaped  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  that,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  recent  debate  on  the  subject 
of  the  Militia  Ballot,  I  stated  at  length 
that  there  were  certain  changes  which 
the  Government  intended  to  make  at  once 
in  the  Militia,  but  that  with  regard  to  the 
reorganisation  of  the  force  and  the  altera- 
tion of  its  conditions  of  service  we  pro- 
posed to  take  no  final  step  until  we  had 
been  able  to  consider  other  questions  of 
Army  reorganisation,  which,  as  I  tried  to 
•show  your  Lordships,  are  very  intimately 
connected  with  the  question  of  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Militia.  I  told  the 
House  that  I,  for  ray  part,  wa9  much 
Attracted  by  the  idea  of  rendering  the 
whole  of  the  Militia  force  liable  in  time  of 
war  for  service  beyond  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  recognised  that  that,  of 
course,  involved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
question  of  the  Militia  bounty  and  the 
.general  conditions  under  which  the  force 
was  recruited,  and  that  it  would  also  mean 
the  disappearance  of  the  present  system 
under  which  Militia  battalions  are  allowed 
to  volunteer  for  service  abroad.  If  a 
change  was  made  affecting  the  whole  Militia 
force  there  would  no  longer  be  any 
occasion  to  resort  to  volunteering.  It 
would  disappear  with  all  the  incon- 
veniences which  are  called  attention  to  in 
the  questions  of  the  noble  Lord.  That 
being  the  case,  I  confess  I  do  not  think 
there  is  very  much  advantage  in  dis- 
cussing hypothetically  the  regulations 
which  might  or  might  not  be  enacted  for 
the  purpose  of  governing  the  acceptance 
•or  the  rejection  by  the  authorities  of 
the  offer  of  Militia  battalions  to  serve 
.abroad  ;  nor,  of  course,  is  it  possible  for 
me  to  give  the  noble  Lord  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  rules  which  might  hereafter 
•be  laid  down  as  to  the  liability  of  the 
force  to  serve  with  or  without  volunteer- 

Jfarrjitess  of  L/insdowne. 


ing.      Still  less  is  it  possible  for  me  to     r 
give   the   noble   and  gallant  Lord  any     ; 
definite  assurance   of    the   kind    which     \ 
he  seems  to  expect  when  he   asks  his    S 
last    question    as    to    the    fundamental     f 
changes    in     tne     organisation     of  the    \ 
Militia      which      we      may      hereafter 
find  it  desirable  to  introduce.    I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
press  me  further  on  this  point,  but  will 
be  content  with  the  assurance  which  I 
gave  the  House  the  other  evening,  and 
which,   I  think,   satisfied  those  of  your 
Lordships  who  were  good  enough  to  listen 
to  me  on  that  occasion.     Then  the  noble 
Lord  asks  me  some  specific  questions  with 
regard  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
certain   Militia  battalions    lately  volun- 
teered for  service  outside    the    United 
Kingdom.     The  facts  are  these.     Thirty 
battalions  have  gone   to   South  Africa, 
four  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  one  to 
the  island  of  St.  Helena.     Of  these  thirty- 
five  battalions,  thirteen  volunteered  with- 
out any  intimation  from  the  War  Office 
that  it  was  intended  to  offer  them  the 
opportunity    of    serving    abroad.       The 
other  twenty-two  battalions  volunteered 
in    response    to    an     intimation     made 
to    them    that  their  services  would  be 
acceptable    should    they     be     disposed 
to      offer      them.        But     besides    the 
thirteen    battalions    which    volunteered 
spontaneously,  forty  other  battalions  also 
volunteered  without  any  invitation  from 
the  military  authorities.     The  noble  Lord 
asks   whether  there   is  any   rule  which 
governs  the  acceptance  or   rejection  of 
these  offers  from  Militia  battalions.  There 
is  no  fixed  rule.     The  decision  rests  with 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  is,  I  believe, 
influenced  by  the  strength  of  the  battalion, 
the  age  of  the  men   of  whom  it  is  com- 
posed, and  by  its  general  reputation  for 
efficiency.     Another  question  the  noble 
Lord  asked  me  was,  "  How  many  of  the 
battalions   who   have    volunteered    have 
done  so  unanimously  1"     I  find   that  in 
every  battalion  there  were  a  certain  num- 
ber of  individual  Militiamen  who  declined 
to    serve    abroad.       There     were     five 
battalions  which  were  offered   the  chance 
of    so    serving  and   which  refused  alto- 
gether,   or,    in    other    words,    in    those 
battalions    the     number     of     men    who 
offered     themselves    was    not    sufficient 
to     justify     the     acceptance    of     their 
services.      I   think  those  are  the  whole 
of  the  questions  as  to    matters    of  fact 
which   the   noble   Lord   has    asked    me. 
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Xnty,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say  that  I 
mm  very  far  from  disagreeing  with  the 
wtifd  Lord  in  the  view  which  I  collect 
his  questions — namely,  that  there  is 
certain  inconvenience  in  the  system 
which  at  present  offers  are  accepted 
feom  Militia  battalion's.  I  have  indicated 
to  your  Lordships  that  personally  I 
dmld  be  very  glad  to  see  a  change  made 
m  the  constitution  of  the  force  which 
would  enable  us  to  get  rid  altogether 
bath  of  the  Militia  Reserve,  which  is  so 
unpopular  with  Militia  officers,  and  also 
flf  the  present  system  of  volunteering.  I 
do  not  think,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn, 
tfc*t  any  undue  pressure  has  been  put 
w/oa  the  men,  but  I  certainly  think  there 
ii  an  objection  to  a  system  which  lends 
Umit  to  the  suspicion  that  pressure  of 
that  kind  may  be  applied. 


Lord  BRAYE:  I  beg  to  thank  i 
the  noble  Marquess  for  having  put  the  I 
Bitter  so  clearly  before  the  House,  and  ! 
to  express  my  pleasure  that  the  Govern- 1 
ment  have  seriously  in  view  the  whole  ' 
question  of  the  Militia  force. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN     WAR-THE    COLO- 
NIAL TROOPS  AND  WAR  MEDALS. 

Earl  CARKINGTON:  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  a  rumour 
which  has  been  widely  circulated  that  a 
separate  war  medal  or  war  decoration  will 
be  issued  to  Her  Majesty's  Colonial 
troops,  or  whether  the  Colonial  troops 
will  receive  the  war  medal  issued  to 
British  troops,  and  a  fair  proportion  of 
all  honours,  distinctions,  and  rewards 
which  will  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty's 
troops  raised  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 

My  Lords,  there  is  no  truth  in  the  rumour 

that  a  separate  war  medal  or  decoration 

is   likely    to    be    bestowed     upon    Her 

Majesty's  Colonial  troops.      The  Colonial 

forces  will   receive  the    South    African 

Medal,  which  will  be  bestowed  upon  the 

whole  of  the  troops,  British  and  Colonial, 

and  it  drill  be  a  medal  of  the  shape  and 

form  usual  in  such  cases.     With  regard  to 

|    the  other  part  of  the  question,  I  think 

..'    the  noble  Lord  may  rest  assured  that  a 

i     fair  proportion  of  all  honours,  distinctions, 

and  awards  which  may  be  granted  to  Her 

Majesty's  forces  will  fall  to  the  share  of 

i     the  Colonial  troops,  who  have  behaved 


with  so  much  credit  to  themselves  during- 
the  present  campaign.  I  cannot  under- 
take to  discuss  what  the  proportion  will 
be,  but  my  noble  friend  need  have  no* 
uneasiness  on  that  subject. 

Lord  STRATHCONA  and  MOUNT' 
ROYAL :  I  am  sure  the  answer  of  the 
noble  Marquess  will  give  great  satisfaction 
not  only  in  the  Colonies  but  throughout, 
the  mother  country.  I  would  suggest  that, 
the  more  promptly  the  medals  can 
be  given  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
the  better  they  will  be  appreciated. 
Medals  have  been  given  within  the  last 
three  or  four  months  for  services  rendered 
thirty  and  thirty -four  years  ago.  It  would 
naturally  have  been  more  satisfactory  to- 
all  those  who  were  entitled  to  receive 
these  medals,  many  of  whom  have  died  in» 
the  meantime,  if  they  had  been  given 
within  a  reasonable  time.  I  have  no  doubt- 
that  it  will  be  otherwise  in  the  present 
case. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
before  Seven  of  the  clock,  till 
To-morrow,  a  quarter  past  Four 
of  the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  26th  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended 
read. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
of  course  he  offered  no  opposition  what- 
ever to  the  Bill,  but  he  wanted  to  know 
what  was  the  position  ta<ven  by  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  recommen- 
dations made  by  the  Joint  Committee.. 
The  Amendments  on  the  Paper  in  his 
name  were  all  agreed  Amendments. 
They  were  very  numerous,  but  they 
were  agreed  to  between  the  Dublin  Cor- 
I  poration  and  the  Dublin  County  Council 
!  and  the  other  local  authorities,  and  they- 
1  were  entirely  non-contentious.  One  of 
the  Amendments  was  not  to  be  moved,, 
because  it  was  objected  to  by  the  county 
council.  He  had  now  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee,    Sir    U.    Kay-Shuttleworth,, 
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would  be  good  enough  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  the  position  taken  up  by  himself 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee as  to  what  should  be  done  next 
session.  There  was  a  strong  desire  that 
an  equalisation  of  rates  should  be  made 
extending  over  the  entire  townships.  He 
•congratulated  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  having  proposed  the  recom- 
mendations with  the  unanimous  assent 
both  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  of  the  House  of  Lords 
forming  the  Committee.  He  thought  he 
had  done  them  very  considerable  service, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  did  not  say  that 
Dublin  did  not  wish  for  considerably 
more  than  they  had  got.  Still  they 
would  take  what  they  could  get.  He  was 
sure  that  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth  would 
back  up  his  recommendations,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  be 
induced  next  session  to  bring  in  a  Bill  as 
suggested.  This  was  not  the  first  time 
that  local  government  matters  had  been 
dealt  with  in  public  Bills. 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH 
^Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  Perhaps  after  the 
appeal  made  to  me  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  I  shall  be  expected  by  the  House 
to  say  a  word  or  two,  having  had  the 
honour  to  be  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee  which  for  twenty-five  days 
sat  to  consider  this  very  contentious 
matter.  We  were  practically  unanimous, 
although  we  were  unable  to  come  to  a 
unanimous  view  on  some  important  points. 
Having  failed  to  arrive  at  a  unanimous 
view  on  those  points,  we  did  our  best  to 
arrange  a  compromise  which,  as  we  think, 
will  carry  out  the  main  objects  of  the 
Bill,  which  are  acceptable  to  us  all.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  in  that  we  were  suc- 
cessful. My  hon.  and  learned  friend  has 
alluded  to  two  points  on  which  he  is 
anxious  to  know  what  line  the  Govern- 
ment are  likely  to  take.  For  that,  of 
course,  I  cannot  speak  with  any  authority, 
but  I  should  like  to  impress  upon  the 
Government  publicly  what  I  have  done 
privately — namely,  the  justice  and  im- 
portance, and  I  might  even  say  the  neces- 
sity, of  spreading  the  burden  which  now 
falls  so  heavily  upon  Central  Dublin,  upon 
the  poorest  of  the  poor,  over  the  whole  of 
Dublin,  so  that  the  richest  townships,  the 
residential  parts  of  the  town,  should  con 
tribute  their  proportion  towards  the 
burden  of  taxation.  I  attach  great  im- 
portance  to   that.     I  do  not  think  the 

Mr,  T.  M.  Henhj. 


'■  strong  sense  of  injustice  now  existing 
!  among  the  inhabitants   of  the   city  of 
|  Dublin  can  possibly  be  overcome  unless 
j  the  Government  apply  the  same  principle 
to  Dublin  as  has  been  applied  with  so 
!  much  success  to  London  in  the  shape  of 
j  the  equalisation  of  'rates.     If  Belgravia 
;  did  not  contribute  as  much  as  it  does  to 
the    rates    which  fall   so    heavily  upon 
the      East     End      of      London     there 
would  be  a    great    scandal.    Now  that 
has    been    remedied  in   London,  and  I 
hope  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  feel 
the  absolute  necessity   of  applying  the 
same  principle  as  has  been  applied  with 
so  much  success  in  London  to  lighten  the 
burden  falling  upon  the  poorer  parts  of 
Dublin.     There     is     another    point  on 
which  the  Committee  made  a  unanimous 
recommendation,     which     I     hope   the 
Government    will    consider.     We    were 
convinced    that  it  would  be  absolutely 
absurd  if  the  two  drainage  systems  were 
to  continue  to  exist  side  by  side  over  the 
drainage  area  in  Dublin,  one  dealing  with 
untreated  sewage   falling  into  the  bay 
within  the  city  walls,  while  the  system 
now  being  carried  out  by  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  treat?  its  sewage  in  a  scientific 
way,   which   results  in  a  comparatively 
pure   effluent  being  poured  out  at  the 
very   point  where  Rathmines  and  Pem- 
broke    are     discharging      the     impure 
effluent.     There     would     be     a     great 
advantage  in  having  a   joint    drainage 
board  to  manage  the  whole  business  of 
drainage,  and  the  advantage  would  not 
be  confined  to  having  the  drainage  treated 
alike  over  both  parts.     There  would  he 
an    immense    advantage  in    having  the 
necessary  burden   spread   over  the  rich 
districts  as  well  as  the  poor.     It  would  he 
a  further  advantage,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  if  the  three  governing  bodies 
— Pembroke,    Rathmines,  and  Dublin- 
were  to  work  on  the  same  board,  as  they 
might    learn    to  respect   each   other  in 
managing  that  great  business   together. 
1 1  have  ventured  to  press  upon  the  Chief 
|  Secretary  and  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  the  views  of  the  Committee  on 
this  subject.     I  understand  the  position 
they  take  up  is  this — they  assure  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  subject,  as  all 
members  of  the    Committee  necessarily 
are  after   their  laborious   inquiry,    that 
they  will  give  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  Committee's  suggestions,  and 
that  they  will  forward  their  answer  to 
the    corporation    before    the    month  of 


I 


i 
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JTovember,  in  order  that  the  corporation 

a  be  free  to  take  such  steps  as  it 
it  its  duty  to  do,  supposing  the 
Cknrernment  do  not  deal  with  the  ques- 
1km.  I  earnestly  hope  that,  in  view  of 
-fhfc  special  inquiry  by  a  Joint  Committee 
rf  both  Houses,  and  cf  the  unanimous 
^commendations  to  which  they  have  been 
able  to  agree,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  take  up  those  points.  If  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendations  are  carried  out, 
we  shall  consider  that  very  good  fruit  has 
Molted  from  our  labours. 


'  That  the  Bill  be 


Question  proposed,  ( 
considered. ' 

Bill  considered. 
A  Clause  added. 
Amendments  made. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
■" That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time." — (Mr.  Caldwell) 

Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea)  said  that 
as  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  he 
would  be  sorry  if  the  House  passed  the 
Third  Reading  without  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  sat  on  the  Ministerial  side  of 
the  House  in  support  of  the  appeal  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He  certainly 
was  as  much  in  earnest  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  hoping  that  the  Government 
would  give  effect  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  unanimous  Report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee. He  attached  very  great  import- 
ance to  the  practical  suggestions  it  con- 
tained. He  was  perfectly  certain  that 
the  constitution  of  a  joint  drainage  board 
would  be  fruitful  of  good  results.  It  was 
wather  interesting  to  remember  that  the 
Central  Government  of  London  really 
owed  its  existence  to  the  institution  of  a 
•drainage  board  for  this  great  metropolis. 
While  ne  personally  felt  unable  to  bring 
Bathmines  and  Pembroke,  against  their 
•obvious  desire,  into  the  corporation,  he 
did  earnestly  hope  that  the  Government 
would  give  effect  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee. 

Sir  ROBERT  MOWBRAY  (Lambeth, 
Brixton)  said  he  should  like  to  associate 
bimself,  also  as  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  appeal  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Committee  and  by  his  hon. 


friend  the  Member  for  Chelsea.  He  held 
the  strongest  possible  opinion  that  this 
question  should  be  settled  on  the  lines 
they  had  recommended,  and  he  earnestly 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
would  give  serious  attention  to  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee,  and 
would  carry  them  into  law  within  a  very 
short  period  of  time. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  it  was 
very  greatly  to  be  regretted  that 
Government  were,  apparently,  not  ready 
to  respond  to  the  strong  and  unanimous 
appeal  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  unique,  in  the  case  of 
private  Bills,  that  the  members  of  the 
Conservative  party  as  well  as  those 
belonging  to  the  Liberal  party  on  the 
Committee  should  join  together  in  an 
appeal  to  the  Government  to  make  a 
statement  as  to  their  intentions  on  that 
particular  subject.  He  would  like  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  bring  in  a  public  Bill  to  carry 
out  the  recommendations,  because,  unless 
they  did  so,  or  announced  their  intention 
of  doing  so,  the  Dublin  Corporation 
would  be  compelled  in  its  own  defence  to 
undertake  the  expense  of  again  intro- 
ducing a  private  Bill  to  annex  these  two 
townships.  If  the  Government  would 
give  the  pledge  asked  for  it  would  be  a 
saving  of  public  time  and  money. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  go  beyond  what  has  been  already 
said  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury — 
namely,  that  the  matter  will  receive  the 
careful  consideration  that  a  recommenda- 
tion from  so  important  a  body  as  this 
Committee  deserves.  At  the  same  time 
I  must  say,  with  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, that  on  Friday  I  saw  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin,  who  made  a  similar  re- 
quest, and  I  informed  him  that,  although 
I  could  not  give  him  an  answer  at  the 

E resent  time,  I  would  give  him  an  answer 
efore  the  end  of  November  as  to 
the  course  the  Government  intend  to 
adopt — in  other  words,  that  a  definite 
answer  should  be  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment before  it  becomes  necessary  that  the 
corporation  should  go  to  any  expense  in 
the  matter  of  bringing  in  a  new  Bill  to 
deal  with  the  question  next  year.  I  hope 
the  answer  will  be  satisfactory. 
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Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  said  that,  as 
the  only  other  member  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee in  that  House,  he  would  like  to 
support  the  appeal.  Reference  had  been 
made  to  one  side  of  the  House  and  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  but  there  had 
been  no  side  of  the  House  on  the  Com- 
mittee. They  were  absolutely  unanimous, 
not  by  any  management,  but  by  their  own 
impulse.  They  believed  that  the  state  of 
the  housing  of  the  poor  was  a  social 
danger  in  Dublin,  and  he  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  give  the  matter  his  most 
careful  attention. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

BARNSLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

DUBLIN,   WICKLOW,    AND   WEXFORD 
RAILWAY    BILL    [Lords]. 

NORTH    BRITISH    RAILWAY    BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 


RAMSGATE   CORPORATION  IMPROVE- 
MENTS BILL  [Lords]. 

Queen's  consent  signified;  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

NORTH    EASTERN     RAILWAY    BILL 
[Lords].   (BY  ORDER.) 

As  amended,  considered ;  an  Amend- 
ment made. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr. 
Caldwell) 

Queen's  consent  signified ;  Bill  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

CLONTARF    URBAN     DISTRICT 
COUNCIL    BILL. 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Clon- 
tarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill,  Standing 
Orders  84,  214,  and  239  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into 
consideration,  provided  amended  prints 
shall  have  been  previously  deposited. — 
(Mr.  Caldwell) 

Bill  accordingly  considered,  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that.  th&  Bill 


be    now    read     the     third   time.—- (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Queen's  consent  signified  ;  Bill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

GLASGOW    DISTRICT    TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]  (BY  ORDER). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  to  the 
former  Committee.  " — Debate  arising, 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the 
debate  be    now   adjourned,"    put,   and     ! 
negatived. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 
Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3) 
Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  211  and 
236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and 
proceed  upon  Monday  next.  —  (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.    4)    BILL    [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Tram- 
ways Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4)  Bill 
[Lords],  Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed 
upon  Monday  next. — (Mr.  Caldwell) 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL  AND 
CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  Clontarf 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  be  printed. 

[No.  301.] 

SHEFFIELD    CORPORATION    BILL 

[Lords]. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills 
(Section  A),  with  Amendments.  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That    they    have     agreed    to — Great 
Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Company  Bill, 
without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — London 
County  Council  (Money)  Bill ;  Ufmcombe 
Improvement  Bill,  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  (Wales)  Bill ;  East 
London  Water  Bill ;  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Bill ;  Blackpool,  St. 
Anne's,  and  Lytham  Tramways  Bill, 
mth  Amendments. 
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That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
to— Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways 
BQl  [Lords],  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour 
B01  [Lords],  Bury  and  District  Water 
(Transfer)  Bill  [Lords],  Preston  Corpora- 
tion Bill  [Lords],  without  amendment. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


MARRIAGE  ACT,  1898. 
Return   [presented   25th  July]   to  be 
tinted.     [No.  299.] 

flSTORICAL    MANUSCRIPTS    (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
lanuscripts  of  Mrs.  Frankland-Russell- 
fltley,  of  Chequers  Court,  Bucks  [by 
ouimand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
lanuscripts  of  Lord  Montagu,  of  Beau- 
»u,  Hants  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
ie  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
lanuscripts  of  Beverley  Corporation  [by 
ommand]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statistics  of  Pro- 
»edings  under  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
on  Act,  1897,  and  the  Employers' 
lability  Act,  1880,  during  the  year  1899 
>y  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Sixty-sixth  Report 
E  the  Commissioners,  being  for  the  year 
399-1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
ie  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Section  I.  of  the 
ppendix  to  the  Sixty-sixth  Report  of 
ie  Commissioners  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
pon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Section  II.  of  the 
ppendix  to  the  Sixty-sixth  Report  of 
ie  Commissioners  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
pon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Section  III.  of  the 
ppendix  to  the  Sixty-sixth  Report  of 
ie  Commissioners  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
pon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Section  IV.  of  the 
ppendix   to  the  Sixty-sixth  Report  of 
ie  Commissioners  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
pon  the  Table. 
VOL.LXXXVI    [Foubth  Series.] 


AFRICA  (No.  6,  1900). 
Copy  presented,  of  Preliminary  Report 
by  Her  Majesty's  Special  Commissioner 
on  the  Protectorate  of  Uganda  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
County  of  Durham). — Further  Return 
relative  thereto  [ordered  14th  February; 
Mr.  Grant  Ltiwson]  ;  to  be  printed.  [No. 
300.] 

LONDON  (EQUALISATION  OF  RATES) 
ACT,  1894  (ACCOUNTS  UNDER  SEC- 
TION 1  (7)  OF  THE  ACT). 

Return  ordered,  "showing,  according 
to  the  Accounts  for  the  twelve  months 
preceding  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900, 
furnished  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
under  Section  1  (7)  of  the  London 
(Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894 — 

(1)  The  sanitary  authorities  to  whom 
payments  under  the  Act  were  made  by 
the  London  County  Council  during  the 
year; 

(2)  The  amount  so  received  by  each 
sanitary  authority  during  the  year  ; 

(3)  The  amount  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred during  the  year  by  each  such 
sanitary  authority  (a)  under  the  Public 
Health  (London)  Act,  1891  (ineluding 
expenses  of  scavenging  streets) ;  (b)  in 
respect  of  lighting ;  and  (c)  in  respect  of 
streets  (other  than  the  expenses  of 
scavenging) ;  and 

(4)  The  amount  expended  during  the 
year  by  each  such  sanitary  authority  out 
of  the  sums  received  by  them  under  the 
Act; 

(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  323,  of  Session  1899)."— {Mr.  T  W. 
Russell.) 


QUESTIONS. 


CHINA-ANTI-FOREIGN    OUTBREAK- 
RECENT  NEWS-CHINA  PAPERS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  there  is  any  news 
from  China,  and  when  the  Papers  relating 
to  China  will  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodriok,  Surrey,  Guildford)  :  We 
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have  no  further  news  from  China.  There 
are  many  unconfirmed  rumours  from 
various  quarters.  But  we  have  no  official 
information.  As  regards  China  Papers,  I 
hope  they  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members 
on  Monday  next. 

HOSPITAL   AND  MEDICAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS    IN    CHINA. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  state  what 
arrangement  5  have  been  made,  or  will  be 
made,  for  the  sick  and  wounded  among 
the  British  troops  in  China. 


Quotums. 
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The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  With  the  troops  proceeding  from 
India,  numbering  about  9,600  officers  and 
men,  thirty-throe  sections  of  field  hospitals 
are  being  sent  (825  beds);  and  in  reply  to  a 
query  from  me  the  Viceroy  has  tele- 
graphed that  "they  are  fully  provided 
with  medical  stores,  which  need  not  be 
sent  specially  from  England."  In 
addition  to  these  troops  from  India, 
about  1,400  British  officers  and  men  are 
proceeding  from  Hong  Kong,  South 
Africa,  and  England.  I  am  asking  Hong 
Kong  what  field  hospitals  were  sent  on 
with  their  contingent.  Three  hospital 
ships  are  being  provided.  One  by  the 
Government  of  India ;  one,  the  "  Maine," 
by  the  generosity  of  the  Atlantic  Trans- 
port Company  and  the  benevolent  exer- 
tions of  American  ladies ;  and  one  byi  the 
munificence  of  his  Highness  the  Maharaja 
Sindia  of  Gwalior.  These  will  all  be 
fully  equipped  in  every  respect.  The 
"  Maine "  sailed  from  Southampton  on 
the  11th  instant.  In  addition  to  these 
vessels,  General  Gaselee  has  been 
authorised,  should  he  deem  it  necessary, 
to  convert  three  selected  transports  into 
hospital  ships.  As  soon  as  he  reaches 
Wei-hai-wei,  General  Gaselee  will  report 
fully  on  the  suitability  of  that  place  for 
the  location  of  his  base  hospitals. 


appointed  by  the  warrant  of  the  Prime  \  " 

Minister ;  and  whether  he  can  say  what  i - 

authority  the  Prime  Minister  has  for  the  f 

issue  of  such  a  warrant ;  and  will  he  have  i 

any  objection  to  lay  a  copy  of  this  docu-  \ 

ment  upon  the  Table.  f 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA-  ; 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  Commission  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  refers  is  now  a  Royal  Com- 
mission. Any  Secretary  of  State,  as  the 
hon.  Member  is  aware,  has  power  to 
appoint  a  Commission. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Was  Lord 
Justice  Romer  correct  or  incorrect  when 
he  said  that  he  was  acting  under  the 
warrant  of  the  Prime  Minister  I 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  He  certainly 
received  the  warrant  of  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  What  wis 
the  authority  of  the  Prime  Minister  to 
give  that  warrant  ? 


WAR  — HOSPITAL 
ARRANGEMENTS 


SOUTH  AFRICAN 
AND  MEDICAL 
INQUIRY. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  statement  of  Lord  Justice 
Romer  at  the  opening  of  the  sitting  of 
the  South  African  Hospitals  Commission, 
that    he    or     his    colleagues    had    been 


Mr  A.  J.  BALFOUR: 
of  State. 


He  is  Secretair 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  It  should 
have  been  a  warrant  from  the  Crown.  I 
beg  now  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  he  will  state  why  the  South 
African  Hospitals  Commission  was  not 
created  by  statute  and  invested  by  statute 
with  powers  of  examining  witnesses  on 
oath,  enforcing  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses, and  procuring  documents. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  getting  sufficient  evidence. 
I  certainly  should  not  suggest  the  un- 
usual course  of  making  this  a  Statutory 
Commission  until  the  necessity  for  it  is 
demonstrated.  Her  Majesty  gave  her 
consent  to  this  being  a  Royal  Commission 
on  the  evening  of  Monday.  I  received  it 
on  Tuesday  morning. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Was  not 
the  Pigott  Commission  a  Statutory 
Commission  ? 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  Commission  to 
report  on  the  arrangements  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
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■  South  Africa  has  commenced  its 
inquiry  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  issued  by 
the  Prime  Minister ;  and,  if  so,  what  is 
the  nature  of  this  warrant,  and  by  what 
authority,  statutory  or  otherwise,  has  it 
been  issued;  whether  it  is  intended  to 
supersede  this  warrant  by  the  issue  of  a 
Royal  Commission ;  and,  if  so,  when  will 
the  Royal  Commission  be  issued;  and, 
whether,  seeing  that  compulsory  powers 
to  compel  the  attendance  and  examina- 
tion of  witnesses  can  be  given  by  Parlia- 
ment alone,  he  will  at  once  introduce  a 
Bill  to  confer  these  powers  on  the  Com- 
mission, in  accordance  with  numerous 
precedents. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have 
answered  this  question  already. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  When  was  the 
Royal  Warrant  issued  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Her  Majesty 

five  her  assent  on  Monday  evening,  and 
received  it  on  Tuesday  morning. 

MARTIAL  LAW  IN  CAPE  COLONY. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  martial 
law  was  proclaimed  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  Cape  Colony  previously  enume- 
rated by  the  civil  or  the  military  autho- 
rities ;  whether  it  is  still  in  force  in  these 
districts ;  and  whether  the  proclamations 
were  made  by  the  civil  or  the  military 
authorities. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Birmingham,  W.) :  Martial  law 
E reclaimed  by  the  Governor,  and  the 
mations  were  countersigned  by  the 
Minister.  Martial  law  has  been 
withdrawn  from  three  districts ;  from 
Cathcart  and  Queenstown  by  proclama- 
tion dated  16th  July,  and  from  Glen 
Grey  by  proclamation  dated  23rd  July. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT-CIVIL 
SURGEONS-ALLEGED  PLEDGE  OF 
SECRECY. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is    now 
in  a   position    to   give  the    House   any , 
further  information  respecting  the  state- 1 
ment  that  civil  surgeons    employed  in  I 
South  Africa  have  been  required  by  the  | 


Army  Medical  Department  to  sign  a  con- 
tract in  which  they  undertook  not  to 
divulge  in  any  way  what  their  impres- 
sions might  be  as  to  hospital  matters. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  No,  Sir.  No  reply  has  as  yet 
been  received  from  Lord  Roberts. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  When 
may  we  expect  one  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

COMFORTS    FOR   THE    TROOPS- 
FAILURES  IN  DELIVERY. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
that  quantities  of  warm  clothing,  tobacco, 
and  other  comforts  sent  from  time  to- 
time  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  in  South 
Africa  have  failed  to  reach  their  destina- 
tion, notwithstanding  every  effort  by  the 
authorities  in  England  ;  and  that  cable- 
grams have  been  sent  from  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  offices  in  London  and  from 
the  relatives  of  those  engaged  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  base  depot  at 
Cape  Town,  ana  the  reply  prepaid,  inquir- 
ing as  to  the  non-delivery  of  parcels 
known  to  have  arrived  there,  without 
receiving  any  reply ;  whether,  in  par- 
ticular, a  consignment  of  winter  clothing 
and  necessaries  to  the  value  of  nearly 
£5,000,  sent  out  to  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry at  the  front,  was  taken  out  to  the 
Cape  in  the  transport  "  Princess  Royal," 
and  actually  brought  back  to  London 
without  having  been  lauded ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  state  who  is  responsible,  and  will 
an  inquiry  be  held. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  An  official  com- 
plaint of  the  non-delivery  of  cases  of 
stores  despatched  by  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry Committee  has  reached  the  War 
Office,  and  a  full  inquiry  is  being  made  at- 
the  various  ports  in  South  Africa.  In 
the  particular  instance  given  the  "  British 
Princess"  appears  to  be  the  transport 
intended  ;  all  the  cases  taken  out  in  that 
vessel  were  landed. 

HONNEN  SPRUIT  DISASTER. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  state  whether,  at 
Honnen  Spruit,  near  Kroonstad,  on  the 
25th  of  June  last,  300  ex-prisoners  of  war, 
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sent  from  Pretoria  to  hold  the  spruit  in 
anticipation  of  an  attack  by  De  Wet,  were 
armed  with  old  Westley-Richards  and 
Mauser  rifles  surrendered  by  the  Boers ; 
that  the  party  had  no  Maxims,  and  was 
without  either  a  surgeon  or  hospital  staff; 
whether,  seeing  that  there  were  thousands 
of  Mausers  with  a  large  supply  of  ammu- 
nition in  Pretoria  at  the  time,  will  he 
state  who  was  responsible  for  the  despatch 
of  this  force  in  such  a  condition;  and 
whether  he  has  been  informed  that  the 
ignorance  of  the  enemy  as  to  the  weapons 
with  the  force,  coupled  with  Colonel  Bul- 
lock's prompt  action,  alone  saved  the  force 
from  annihilation  ;  and  also  that  the  safety 
of  the  wounded  was  entirely  due  to  the 
voluntary  services  and  marked  resource- 
fulness of  Dr.  Lenthal  Cheatle,  one  of  the 
•consulting  surgeons  sent  to  the  front,  who 
was  a  chance  passenger  by  the  train  that 
was  attacked. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  is  no  infor- 
mation at  the  War  Office  respecting  the 
matters  alluded  to  in  the  question. 

BOER  WOMEN  SENT    TO    THE 
ENEMY'S  LINES. 

Dr.    TANNER:    I    beg  to  ask    the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  any 
further  intelligence  has  been  obtained  re- 
lative to  the  sending  Boer  women  living 
in  the  territory  partially  occupied  by  the 
English   over  into  the  Boer  lines ;    and  I 
"whether  this  action  has  the  consent  of  I 
Lord  Roberts,  and  does  it  apply  in  its  I 
integrity  to  Boer  women  whose  husbands  I 
are  lighting  for  their  country ;  and  what  I 
is  the  number  of  women  so  treated,-  and  I 
by  what  method  of  conveyance  are  they  I 
forwarded. 


I  engaging,  and  in  the  amount  of  furlough    \: 
with  pay  to  be  given  on  demobilisation.     V 
Two  new  grants,  as  distinguished  from 
increases  to  old  grants,  have  been  made,     \ 
viz.,  the  special  bounty  of  £22  to  the    "  J 
Royal  Reservists,   and  the  grant  of  half-     | 
pay    to    the    families    of    men   leaving 
Government  employment  to  serve  with 
the  Army  or  embodied  Militia. 

SOUTH  CORK  ARTILLERY    MILITIA- 
CAMDEN  FORT  ACCIDENT. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the*  inquest  held  on  the  15th  instant  upon 
the  body  of  Gunner  John  Addis,  of  the 
South  Cork  Artillery  Militia,  who  was 
killed  on  Monday  by  the  bursting  of  the 
breech  of  a  40-pounder  gun  at  Camden 
Fort,  county  Cork ;  whether  the  gun  was 
one  of  four  that  were  injured  before, 
whether  it  was  an  out-of-date  pattern  and 
had  been  condemned,  and  whether  he  can 
state  what  precautions  are  taken  to  test 
guns  before  artillery  practice  is  entered 
upon ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  War  Office 
will  duly  compensate  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased  gunner,  and  also  the  other 
sunners  who  were  wounded,  one  of  them 
dangerously,  upon  that  occasion. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No  further  report 
has  yet  been  received  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  I  put  this  question  down  nine 
days  since  ? 


♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :   No,  Sir. 
formation  has  been  received. 


♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes.     I   have  ex- 
No  in-   plained  there  has  been  one  inquiry,  and 
I  that  the    matter  has  been    referred  to 
experts  on  mechanical  questions  involved. 
One  cannot  hurry  on  such  an  inquiry. 


Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  want  to  know  if  any 
compensation  is  to  be  given  to  the  rela- 


RESERVISTS'  PAY  AND  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Under  Secretary   of  State  for 

War  if  he  can  state  what  increases  have 

been  made  in  respect  of  bounty,  pay,  and    tives  of  the  deceased  man 
allowances  for    Army  Reservists,   Army  I 
time-expired     Reservists,     Militia,     and  | 
Militia  Reservists,  respectively,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  in  South  Africa. 


♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  chief  increases 
have  been  in  the  rate  of  separation 
allowance  granted  to  men's  families,  in 
the  bounties  granted  to   Militiamen  re* 


♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  provi- 
sion for  the  widows  of  men  killed  in  the 
service  beyond  a  year's  pay.  There  is 
compensation  payable  for  people  incapa- 
citated by  accident. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  see   that  the 
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rmmiting    sergeants   make   these    facts 
flmut 

(No  answer  was  given.] 

JERSEY    MILITARY    GARRISON. 

Mb.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Motton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  what  is  the  approxi- 
annual  cost  to  the  Imperial  Ex- 
•heqaor  of  maintaining  the  military 
gunson  in  the  Island  of  Jersey. 

♦MB.  WYNDHAM:  The  annual  cost 
flf  the  troops  stationed  at  Jersey  is 
proximately  £91,000.  But  the  whole 
this  cannot  be  considered  as  an  addi- 
charge  on  the  British  Exchequer 
arising  from  the  defence  of  Jersey.  If 
the  infantry  battalion  were  withdrawn  we 
■hoald  still  have  to  pay  for  it,  and,  in 
addition,  we  should  have  to  provide  a 
tarrock  for  it  elsewhere. 

ARMY    HEADDRESS  —  SOLDIER'S 
DEATH  AT  YARMOUTH. 

MR.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  any  inquiry  has  been  held  with 
reference  to  the  death  of  William  Ward, 
a  private  in  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Own 
Norfolk  Artillery  Militia,  at  Yarmouth, 
on  the  18th  instant,  which  death  is 
alleged  to  have  been  the  result  of  sun- 
stroke incurred  on  the  journey  from 
Sheerne8s  on  the  previous  day  ;  whether 
Ward  wore  the  field  service  cap  or  some 
other  head-dress  on  the  journey;  and 
whether  the  War  Office  has  yet  come  to 
any  decision  with  regard  to  the  future 
head-covering  for  our  troops. 

♦MR.  WYNDHAM:  This  man  was 
taken  ill  at  4.30  p.m.  on  the  17th  instant 
while  on  a  baggage  guard  at  the  South 
Town  Railway  Station,  Yarmouth.  The 
inquest  verdict  was  "heat,  overwork." 
On  the  journey  he  wore  a  helmet,  but 
when  working  under  cover  at  the  station 
he  wore  a  forage  cap ;  he  did  not  work  in 
the  sun  at  all  Inquiry  will  be  made 
into  the  allegation  of  over-work.  I  have 
dealt  with  the  question  of  a  new  head- 
dress in  debate. 

SALFORD  VOLUNTEER  ENGINEERS. 

Sir   J.   W.    MACLURE  (Lancashire, 

Stretford) :    I    beg    to    ask    the  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 

reply  has  yet  .been  received  at  the  War 


Office  from  Major-General  Swaine,  com- 
manding the  Nortb-Western  Division, 
with  reference  to  the  formation  of  a 
Volunter  engineer  corps  whose  head- 
quarters would  be  within  the  Salford 
hundred  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and 
whether  the  offers  of  1,000  men  suitable 
for  service  in  such  a  corps  have  been  re- 
ceived; and  whether  he  will  undertake 
that  the  inefficiency  of  the  arrangements 
in  the  formation  of  engineer  Volunteer 
corps  previously  should  not  be  used  as  an 
argument  against  the  acceptance  of  so 
large  a  body  of  men  under  regulations 
made  by  the  War  Office  sufficiently 
stringent  to  guarantee  efficiency. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  recommenda- 
tion from  the  General  Officer  commanding 
the  North- Western  District  has  now  been 
received,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  is  prepared  to  authorise  the  forma- 
tion of  a  corps  of  four  companies  of 
Fortress  Engineers. 

ALDERSHOT- RECREATIONS  FOR 
TROOPS. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  seeing  that  the  new  canteens  at 
Aldershot,  shared  by  two  battalions,  have 
not  met  with  general  approval,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  doing  at  home 
what  Lord  Roberts,  when  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  India,  succeeded  in  doing  there — 
namely,  in  making  the  recreation  rooms 
more  attractive  by  having  entertainments 
in  them  instead  of  in  the  canteen,  thereby 
encouraging  a  higher  type  of  entertain- 
ment, while  diminishing  the  temptations 
to  drink. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  under  a  misapprehension. 
The  present  design  of  recreation  room 
includes  a  stage  where  entertainments  can 
be  given. 

Captain  NORTON :  My  question  is 
whether  entertainments  in  canteens  will 
be  discouraged  in  favour  of  those  in 
recreation  rooms. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

RECRUITING— STATISTICS. 
Mr.  SHEE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state 
what  numbers,  respectively,  of  fresh  re- 
cruits and  time-expired  Army  Reservists 
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have  joined  the  colours  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively,  for 
the  six  months  ended  30th  June  last,  and 
what  were  the  numbers  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  figures  are  as 
follows : — 

Recinits.  1899.       1900. 

England  and  Wales     13,764     22,028 

Scotland 1,747       2,860 

Ireland    1,923       2,343 


17,434  27,231 

Re-enlisted  men. 

England  and  Wales 19,576 

Scotland 2,825 

Ireland 2,133 


.  24,534 

I  may  add  that  these  figures  do  not 
give  an  accurate  idea  of  nationality,  as 
sometimes  Irish  regiments  are  quartered 
in  England  and  English  ones  in  Ireland. 

PROMOTION  BOARD. 
General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
Promotion  Board  is  still  existing  under 
the  same  organisation  as  heretofore; 
whether  the  promotions  of  all  officers  are 
considered  by  this  Board  or  only  those  of 
generals  and .  field  rank ;  whether  it  is 
now  the  practice  of  the  War  Office  to 
communicate  to  officers  the  decisions  at 
which  the  Board  have  arrived,  and 
whether  the  decisions  of  the  Board  are 
ever  re-considered ;  whether  the  fitness  of 
each  officer  to  command  in  the  field  is 
decided  by  this  Board  ;  and  whether, 
after  the  Board  have  reported  an  officer 
as  competent  to  command  in  the  field, 
and  when  under  the  test  of  active  service 
such  officer  is  ascertained  not  to  be  so 
qualified,  any  re-consideration  of  his 
qualifications  takes  place,  or  whether  his 
name  is  retained  on  the  qualified  list,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  prevails  over  the 
test  of  actual  experience  in  the  field. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Promotion 
Board  exists  under  the  samei  organisation 
as  before.  Its  function  is  to  report  on 
colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels  of  three 
years  standing  as  regards  their  fitness 
for  promotion  and  employment.  The 
decisions  are  communicated  to  the  officers 
reported   on  when    the    Commander-in- 


Chief  considers  it  desirable.  It  is  open 
to  the  Board  to  reconsider  its  decisions. 
The  fitness  of  each  officer  to  command  in 
the  field  is  not  decided  by  the  Board,  but 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

General  LAURIE  :  Am  I  to  under-  \ 

stand  that  in  all  cases  the  decisions  of  the  ■ 
Board  are  communicated  to  the  officers  or 

notl  ; 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  That  is  a  matter 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:   Can   you 
ive  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
rd? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  think  there  will 
be  no  objection  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
put  down  a  question. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :   They  are 
very  superior  persons,  I  am  sure. 


ARMSTRONG'S  MANCHESTER  WORKS 
—WAGES. 

Mr.  WOODS  (Essex,  Walthamatow) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
are  120  joiners  employed  at  the  works  of 
the  firm  of  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Whit- 
worth  and  Co.,  Limited,  Manchester, 
Government  contractors  for  guns,  ammu- 
nition, etc.,  and  that  these  men  are  paid 
at  the  rate  of  36s.  per  week  of  fifty-three 
hours,  a  few  only  being  paid  37s.  6d  per 
week,  though  the  rate  of  wages  through- 
out this  district  is  94d.  per  hour,  or 
39s.  2d.  per  week  of  49£  hours ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  deputation  from  the 
workmen  recently  met  the  manager  and 
pointed  out  to  him  that  they  were  not 
receiving  the  average  rate  of  wages  paid 
in  the  district,  and  that  the  manager 
declined  to  pay  the  same  wages  as  other 
employers  were  paying;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  this  is  a  breach  of  the  Fair 
Wages  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons (February,  1891),  he  will  cause  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  with  a  view  of  giving 
effect  to  the  terms  of  the  said  resolution. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powill- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  I  have 
caused  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  alle- 
gations contained  in  the  question,  and  I 
will  acquaint  the  hon.  Member  with  the 
result  when  it  is  arrived  at. 
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WOOLWICH  ARSENAL-ACCIDENT  IN 
1881-JAMES  QUINLAN. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  the 
promise  to  inquire  into  the  case  of  James 
Qamlan,  who  met  with  an  accident  when 
working  in  Woolwich  Arsenal  in  1881, 
will  be  redeemed ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Quinlan  is  at  present  in  hospital,  and 
has  never  recovered  from  the  injuries 
inflicted  while  at  Government  work ; 
whether  medical  certificates  proving  the 

3 'dries  Quinlan  suffered  from  will  be 
[en  into  account,  and  whether  he  can 
state  why  his  pension  has  not  been 
granted  and  his  sick  pay  never  given ; 
and  whether  the  case  will  be  thoroughly 
inquired  into  and  substantial  compensa- 
tion awarded  Quinlan. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  A 
promise  was  given  to  inquire  further  into 
the  case,  provided  sufficient  details  were 
supplied  to  enable  it  to  be  identified. 
The  honourable  Member  has  not  yet  sup- 
plied the  necessary  information.  If  he 
will  do  so,  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  the 
i  thoroughly  considered. 


Dr.  TANNER:  What  information 
does  the  hon.  Gentleman  want  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
part  of  the  factory  in  which  he  was 
employed,  and  the  date  on  which  he 
entered  the  service. 

Dr.  TANNER :  Why  did  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  me  that  three  months 
•go  t 

DUKE  OF  YORK'S  SCHOOL. 
Dr.  FARQUHARSON :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether 
his  attention  has  been  recently  directed 
to  the  condition  of  the  laundry  at  the 
Duke  of  York's  School;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  present  building  and 
arrangements  have  been  described  by  the 
medical  officer  as  old-fashioned,  antiquated, 
insanitary,  and  unsatisfactory,  and  by  a 
War  Office  Committee  as  deficient  in 
labour-saving  appliances,  and  causing  an 
atmosphere  unbearable  when  drying  or 
folding  clothes  in  wet  weather;  and 
whether  he  will  endeavour  to  remedy  a 
state  of  matters  which  has  been  further 
condemned  by  the  Visiting  Committee  to 
the  Board  as  not  in  a  creditable  state  for 
a  Government  building. 


The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  believe  the 
facts  to  be  as  stated.  We  have  hitherto 
been  prevented  from  renewing  the  plant 
and  from  carrying  out  the  improvements 
asked  for  by  want  of  funds.  The  matter 
will  be  carefully  considered  with  the  Esti- 
mates for  next  year. 

FRENCH  SUBMARINE  BOATS. 
Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  report 
that  during  the  naval  manoeuvres  of  the 
French  fleet  the  submarine  boats  "Narval " 
and  "  Morse  "  went  through  their  various 
trials  without  a  hitch. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  My  attention  is  in- 
variably called  to  anything  interesting 
and  instructive  in  connection  with  foreign 
fleets,  and  which  may  be  regarded  as 
authentic. 

H.M.S.     "REVENGE"  -  CORDITE 
EXPLOSION. 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  can  now  inform  the 
House  of  the  result  of  the  inquiry  by  the 
Ordnance  Committee  into  the  cause  or 
origin  of  the  explosion  of  cordite  in  the 
magazine  of  H.M.S.  "  Revenge,"  in  the 
Mediterranean  some  months  ago. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  cause  or  origin 
of  the  explosion  of  cordite  in  the  maga- 
zine of  H.M.S.  "Revenge"  is  still  under 
consideration  by  the  Ordnance  Committee. 
On  May  9th  that  Committee  made  an 
interim  Report,  in  which  they  summarised 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  stated  that  they 
had  asked  for  some  further  information 
and  were  awaiting  this  and  the  result  of 
certain  trials  that  were  being  carried  out. 
From  the  evidence  then  before  them  they 
were  unable  to  assign  any  cause  for  the 
said  explosion. 

FIRST  SEA  LORD— OFFICIAL 
RESIDENCE. 
Admiral  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
representation  was  made  by  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  Treasury  respecting  the 
making  provision  of  a  suitable  residence 
for  the  First  Sea  Lord  in  Queen  Anne's 
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Gate,   so  that  he    should    be    near  the 
Admiralty  for  the  better  discharge  of  his  1 
official  duties,  especially  in  time  of  war ;  J 
whether,  on  the  expiration  of  the  lease  of  I 
the  house  recently  occupied  by  the  late 
First  Sea  Lord,  the  landlord  was  willing 
to  renew  the  lease  at  an  increased  rental 
of  only  £100,  and  did  the  Admiralty  sub- 1 
mit  the  proposal  for  Treasury  approval, 
and  with  what  result ;  and,  seeing  that  in 
the  evidence  before  the  Duke  of  Somer- 
set's Committee  of  1871,  stress  was  laid 
on  the  importance  of  one  or  more  Sea 
Lords  residing    in   the   vicinity   of    the 
Admiralty,  whether  further  representa- 
tions will  be  made  to  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  and  to  the  Treasury, 


Mr.  GOSCHEN:  It  is  a  misunder- 
standing that  there  is  going  to  be  a  Naval 
Review.  The  Channel  squadron  and  pro- 
bably a  certain  number  of  other  ships 
will  be  at  Spithead  for  inspection  by  the 
Shah,  but  there  will  be  no  procession  or 
review. 

THE  SAILING  TRAINING  SQUADRON. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  nearly  nine 
months  have  now  elapsed  since  the  training 
squadron  was  put  out  of  commission  »nd 
laid  up  on  31st  October,  1899,  the  Admi- 
ralty have  arrived  at  any  conclusion  as  to 
re-commissioning  the  squadron;    if  not, 


as  to  the  necessity  of  thus  meeting  the    can  he  state  the  cause  of    the  delay  in 


wishes  of  the  Admiralty  in  this  matter  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  service, 


Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  It  is  not  the  custom 
to  communicate  to  the  House  Depart- 
mental correspondence  of  the  kind  re- 
ferred to.  I  am  in  agreement  with  the 
Committee  of  1871,  as  to  the  importance 
of  the  Senior  Naval  Lord  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Admiralty,  and  as  " 
in  answer  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Roxburgh,  endeavours  are  being  made 
to  arrive  at  a  settlement. 

COMMITTEE  ON  NAVY  BOILERS. 

Sir  U.  KAY -SHUTTLE  WORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
can  make  any  statement  as  to  the  con 


arriving  at  a  conclusion,  and  when  a  deci- 
sion is  likely  to  be  reached ;  does  he,  in 
the  meantime,  propose  to  take  any 
measures  for  providing  the  Navy  with 
any  training  squadron  whatever ;  or  does 
he  contemplate  the  advisability  of  leaving 
the  Navy  without  any  training  squadron  of 
any  description ;  has  he  received  reports 
I  *t  t^d  8nowinS  tnat  tne  captains  of  the  Fleet  are 
ir^kl^  genera%  convinced  that  the  sailing  train 
<*™  ^  ^  squadron  produces  officers  with  quali- 
ties of  excellence  that  cannot  be  obtained 
by  any  other  training;  i{  not,  will  he, 
before  deciding  to  abolish  the  training 
squadron,  take  measures  to  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  the  captains,  and  communicate 
the  general  results  of  his  inquiry  to  the 
House ;  and  will  he,  in  any  case,  before 
deciding   to  abolish    the  squadron,  give 


stitution  of  the  Committee  on  Boilers  for   this  House  an  opportunitv  of  discussing 
Her  Majesty's  ships.  the  matter. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  state  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee  in  question.  Many  persons 
have  to  be  communicated  with.  I  may 
possibly  be  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
question  on  Monday,  but  I  cannot  pledge 
myself  to  a  day. 

THE  VISIT  OF  THE  SHAH  OF  PERSIA 
—SUGGESTED  NAVAL  REVIEW. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  Shah  of  Persia,  on 
his  forthcoming  visit  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  is  to  witness  a  Naval  Review, 
similar  to  that  witnessed  by  his  late 
predecessor ;  if  so,  will  he  state  whether 
arrangements  will  bo  made,  and  vessels 
provided,  for  the  Members  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  to  take  part  in  the  pro- 
cession and  review. 


Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  Admiralty  have 
not  arrived  at  a  final  decision  with  regard 
to  re-commissioning  the  masted  training 
]  squadron.  Their  crews  were  turned  over 
to  a  similar  number  of  modern  ships  in 
which  their  general  training  is  being  con- 
tinued. The  sea  training  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Navy  is  now  being  carried 
on  in  the  sea-going  ships  in  commission, 
I  over  200  in  number.  I  have  not  re- 
|  ceived  reports  showing  that  the  captains 
of  the  Fleet  are  generally  convinced  that 
the  sailing  training  squadron  produces 
officers  with  qualities  not  to  be  obtained 
by  any  other  training;  opinion  in  the 
service  is  much  divided  in  this  respect 
It  is  open  to  the  hon.  Member  to  discuss 
the  matter  in  question,  should  he  wish  to 
do  so,  when  the  Naval  Estimates  are 
before  the  House.  No  immediate  decision 
\a  Yi&l&Vj  to  \»  <sh&&  to. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake  not  to 
abolish  the  squadron  before  the  next  Navy 
&tunates  are  introduced  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I  cannot  give  any 
undertaking  of  that  kind,  but  I  think  it 
ii  highly  improbable  that  a  decision  will 
be  come  to  before  then. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Then  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  measures 
to  inform  himself  of  the  opinions  of  the 
eaptains,  as  suggested  in  the  third  part  of 
the  question  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  It  would  be  most 
unusual  and  undesirable  for  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  in  forming  their  decisions,  for 
which  they  alone  are  responsible,  to  refer 
to  the  service  afloat  in  the  way  suggested. 
Their  Lordships  would,  no  doubt,  to  a 
great  extent  be  guided  by  the  opinions  of 
experienced  officers  in  the  service,  but  it 
mdst  remain  with  the  Board — on  whose 
shoulders  responsibility  rests,  and  who 
must  necessarily  have  wider  information 
M  to  the  calls  made  on  the  Navy — to 
decide  how  far  the  opinions  of  those  who 
have  not  the  same  information  nor  re- 
sponsibilities can  be  accepted  with  regard 
to  the  requirements  of  the  service. 

COAL  SUPPLY— RESERVE  FOR  NAVAL 
PURPOSES  — PROHIBITION  OF  EX- 
PORTATION  OF  ARMS  BILL. 

Mr.  HARWOOD:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
exports  of  coal  from  this  country  to 
France  have  increased  during  two  years 
from  2,670,000  tons  to  4,230,000  tons  for 
a  period  of  six  months. 

Mr.  FIRBANK  (Hull,  K) :  I  beg  at 
the  same  time  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  supplies  of  coal  which 
are  daily  being  shipped  to  foreign 
countries  for  storage  for  naval  purposes ; 
and  whether,  as  the  Government  are 
bringing  in  a  Bill  to  check  the  exportation 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  and 
naval  stores  from  Great  Britain,  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  so  as  to  include  so 
important  a  munition  of  war  as  steam  coal 
for  foreign  navies. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  believe  the 
facte  as  regards  the  export  of  coal  are  as 


Questions.  1314 

Bill    which    awaits  Third 


stated.  The 
Reading  in  the  House  of  Lords  does  apply 
to  coal  as  well  as  to  other  naval  and  mili- 
tary stores. 

INDIAN    RAILWAYS— FINANCIAL 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  A.  H.  A.  MORTON  (Deptford) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Elgin 
and  Nairn,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  methods  of 
calculating  the  rates  of  interest  (which 
were  settled  by  the  Bank  of  England), 
regarding  the  termination  in  1884  and 
and  1886  of  the  Eastern  Bengal  and 
Scinde  Railway  contracts,  have  never 
been  checked  or  investigated  by  the  India 
Office ;  and,  if  no  knowledge  of  this  finan- 
cial transaction  is  on  record  at  the  India 
Office,  whether  he  will  now  seek  to  secure 
this  information  for  official  purposes,  and 
also  for  publication. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  In  the  cases 
to  which  the  question  refers  the  contracts 
prescribed  that  the  rate  of  interest  should 
be  determined  by  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
As  I  stated  on  Monday  last,*  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
calculated  the  rate,  and  it  would  have 
been  most  improper  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  to  interfere.  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  any  such  steps  as  are 
suggested  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
question. 

BRITISH    OFFICERS    IN    INDIAN 
NATIVE    REGIMENTS. 

Mr.  STANHOPE  (Burnley):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
he  can  state  the  estimated  annual  cost  to 
be  incurred  by  the  proposed  addition  of 
ninety-two  European  officers  to  Punjab 
and  Bengal  native  regiments  ;  and 
whether  these  officers  will  be  always 
selected  from  the  Indian  Staff  Corps,  or 
from  officers  of  British  regiments  serving 
their  term  in  India,  in  some  cases,  ap- 
pointed by  patronage  or  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief;  and  whether  selections 
for  these  additional  officers  could  be  made 
from  experienced  native  commissioned 
officers  already  borne  on  the  strength  of 
these  Punjab  and  Bengal  regiments. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  addition 
of  ninety-two  British  officers  to  the 
Indian     Establishment    will     involve    a 

*  See  page  865  of  this  volume. 
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gradually  increasing  expenditure,  which  f  whether  he  icr  aware  that  certain  brands 
it  is  estimated  will  eventually  amount,  !  of  lymph,  including  that  supplied  by  the 
about  twenty-five  years  hence,  to  about '  Local  Government  Board,  have  developed 
eight  and  a  quarter  lakhs  of  rupees  per  I  colonies  of  germs,  rendering  their  use 
annum.  These  officers  will  form  an  I  improper  for  vaccination;  and  whether  he 
increase  to  the  Indian  Staff  Corps,  which  I  will  prohibit  the  use  of  such  lymphs  in 
is  recruited  partly  by  appointments  direct  j  vaccination  until  freedom  from  oontamin* 
f rom  Sandhurst,  and  partly,  under  strictly  j  tion  by  them  may  be  ensured, 
defined  regulations,   from    British    regi- 


ments serving  in   India.     The  object  of 
the  measure  is  to  increase  the  number  of 


The    PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BO ARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 


British  officers  in  India,  and  this  obviously  !  Lincolnshire,  Sleaf  ord) :  In  reply  to  the 
would  not  be  attained  by  selecting  native  i  first  paragraph,  I  have  received  no  infor- 
commissioned  officers.  I  mation  as  to  the  bacterial  impurity  of  the 

'  vaccine  lymph  now  or  recently  supplied 
INDIAN  TRADE  STATISTICS.  \  by  the  Local  Government  Board  which 

Sir     MANCHERJEE     BHOWNAG- 1  renders  its  use  improper  for  vaccination. 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to    The  answer  to  the  second  acid  third  para- 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if   graphs  is  m  the  negative, 
he  will  give  in  separate  figures  the  value  prfsfrvattvf* 

of     manufactured      articles     and     raw  j  F00D    PRESERVATIVES. 

materials  respectively  which    are    com-  j      Mr.  LAMBERT :    I   beg  to  ask  the 

Srised  in  the  general  headings  "  Export  of  !  President  of  the  Local  Government  Bond 
[erchandise,  and  "Imports  of  Merchan-  j  if  he  can  state  when  the  Departmental 
dise,"  in  the  table  relating  to  trade  at  |  Committee  on  the  use  of  preservatives  in 
page  9  of  his  Explanatory  Memorandum  i  food  may  be  expected  to  report ;  whether 
for  1900-1901.  I  he  is  aware  that  summonses  are  being 

j  now    issued    by    local    authorities    for 

Lord    G.    HAMILTON  :    The    hon.  !  adding  to    Devonshire  clotted  cream  a 

Member  will  find  the  details  for  which  he  J  small  quantity  of  boracic  acid  solely  as 

asks  at  pages  24  and  25  of  the  Explana- !  a  preservative  ;  and  whether  he  will  com- 

tory  Memorandum.  I  municate    to  such  local  authorities  the 


THE  "KO  WASHING." 
Sir  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
the  case  of  the  "  Kowshing  "has  ever  been 
submitted  to  arbitration ;  if  it  has  been 
so  submitted,  can  he  state  with  what  re- 


undesirability  of  proceeding  with  pro- 
secutions on  this  point  until  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  has  been 
issued. 


Mr.  CHAPLIN:   lam  informed  that 

some  delay   has  been    occasioned  by  a 

series  of  experiments  the  issue  of  which 

i,         j      r       *.        ii   l  i  •      iL      will  not  be  known  for  some  months  yet 

iiTi    a  P    '  6XP  '  ^t  the  Committee  hope  to  complete  their 


cause  of  the  delay.  ,  ^^  by  the  ond  of  {£,  yflar  *  T  undfflu 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:   The  case  has  not !  ^^LSJ^oc^lZ^  JZ 

.   i  ,     ...    ,    .         ,  ..     . .  ,  i  recently  instituted  proceedings  in  cases 

J£  JT  ,8U  •  •  arb,tratlon'  *nd  '  such  as  those  referred  to  in  tfie  question, 
the  delay  has  arisen  in  consequence .of  a  .  The  Local  Government  Board,  However, 
dinerence  of  opinion  between  the  Chinese  '  ,  authority  to  nrevent  such  too- 

Minister  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  j  ceedi       b-      J^      and  they  could  not 

SSl.T"?!-  ♦  ^T  °  u-eT?'  !  undertake  to  Interfere  with  the  discretion 
which  the  Minuter  has  been  obliged  to     f  ,^  authorities  in  the  ^^ 

refer  to  his  Government. 

I      Mr.  LAMBERT  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
VACCINE  LYMPH.  ,.  Gentleman  undertake  to  communicate  to 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  '  the  local  authorities  the  fact  that  the 
Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President !  Committee  will  report  by  the  end  of  this 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he    has    received     information     of     the 
bacterial  impurity  of  the  vaccine  lymph 
now  or  recently  supplied  for  vaccination  ; 


year? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  No  doubt  the  infor- 
mation will  reach  them  in  due  course. 
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Mr.  LAMBERT:    But  it   will    have 
weight  if  sent  direct. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  do  not  see  any 
necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  As 
this  is  a  matter  which  affects  Ireland,  I 
will  ask,  if  it  be  considered  a  reasonable 
request,  that  the  Home  Office  should 
a  circular  to  magistrates  advising 
them  to  defer  prosecutions  in  relation  to 
these  matters  until  the  scientific  point  has 
been  settled. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  cannot  give  any 
advice  to  the  Home  Office. 

DIDSBURY  VOLUNTARY  SCHOOL 
RATE. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notting- 
hamshire,  Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  township 
of  Didsbury,  Manchester,  a  voluntary 
school  rate  is  applied  for  by  the  collector 
of,  and  in  conjunction  with,  the  ordinary 
rates  of  the  township,  and  in  some  cases 
on  the  same  demand  note ;  and  whether 
the  Board  has  taken  any,  and  what, 
action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  am  aware  of  the 
facts  referred  to  in  the  question.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  made 
inquiry  into  .the  matter,  and  they  in- 
formed the  collector  on  the  24th  instant 
that  the  demand  note  for  a  voluntary 
rate  should  not  be  sent  out  with  the 
demand  for  a  compulsory  rate.  I  under- 
stand that  in  a  few  cases  the  demand  for 
the  voluntary  rate  was  made  on  the  same 
demand  note  as  the  poor  and  general  dis- 
trict rate.  It  was  done  without  the 
collector's  instructions  by  one  of  his 
clerks,  and  the  collector  immediately 
stopped  it. 

BURNLEY    MINERS— CHECK-WEIGH- 
ING CLAUSES. 

♦Mr.  STANHOPE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  has  now  given  full  con- 
sideration to  the  petitions  presented  to 
him  on  behalf  of  a  section  of  the  miners 
of  the  Burnley  district  to  be  relieved 
from  their  present  exemption,  and  to  be 
placed  under  the  provisions  of  the  weigh- 
ing clauses  of  the  Mines  Regulation  Acts ; 
whether  he  has  caused  examination  to  be 


made  into  the  genuineness  of  these 
petitions,  showing  as  they  do  in  the  case 
of  the  pits  in  question  an  almost  unani- 
mous desire  on  the  part  of  the  under- 
ground workers  to  be  placed  under  the 
protection  of  the  ordinary  law  regulating 
the  payment  of  wages  calculated  by 
weight  and  not  by  measurement; 
whether  he  has  received  an  assurance 
that  such  an  inquiry,  or  a  ballot 
jointly  conducted  on  behalf  both  of  the 
employers  and  employed,  would  be 
welcomed  by  the  miners  themselves ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  the  power,  under  the  Mines 
Regulation  Acts,  to  make  an  order  en- 
forcing the  check-weighing  clauses  of 
those  Acts  in  respect  of  any  mine  or 
group  of  mines,  on  being  satisfied  as  to 
the  feeling  among  the  miners  employed 
in  the  mines  in  question,  he  will  make  an 
order  giving  them  the  protection  accorded 
by  Parliament  to  miners  in  general. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
The  matter  has  been  constantly  before 
both  myself  and  my  predecessors,  and  I 
have  again  considered  it  very  carefully. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  signatures  to  the 
recent  petitions  are  genuine,  but  on  the 
other  hand  they  do  not  show  by  any 
means  an  unanimous  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  miners  for  the  revocation  of  the 
exemptions.  I  am  not,  however,  in  favour 
of  continuing  the  exemptions  unless  it  is 
clear  that  it  is  desirable  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  all  parties.  But  the  matter 
appears  to  me  to  be  so  difficult  that  I 
have  resolved  to  direct  a  special  inquiry 
to  be  held,  at  which  the  representatives 
of  all  persons  interested  can  be  heard. 

DANGEROUS    TRADES   REGULATIONS 
—REDUCTION  OF  ARSENIC. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  an  inquiry 
was  held  in  1899  into  the  nature  of  em- 
ployment in  the  extraction  of  arsenic; 
whether  he  has  received  a  Report  upon 
the  subject;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House ;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  amend  the 
existing  special  rules  relating  to  this 
employment. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  instituted 
an  inquiry  last  year  with  regard  to  the 
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health  of  the  persons  employed  in  certain 
works  for  the  reduction  of  arsenic  in 
Devon  and  Cornwall.  I  have  not  yet 
received  the  final  Report  on  this  inquiry, 
but  I  gather  from  an  interim  Report  made 
some  time  ago  that  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  establishment  of  any  new*  special 
rules  in  these  works  will  be  necessary. 

Mr.  TENNANT  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  lay  the  Papers  when  the  Report 
is  completed  1 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:   I  should 
think  there  will  be  no  objection  to  that. 

MARINE  BIOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION- 
PLYMOUTH  LABORATORY— STOCK- 
HOLM CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  PRICE  (Norfolk,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  Government  made  it  a  con- 
dition, when  granting  a  subsidy  to  the 
Plymouth  Laboratory  of  the  Marine  Bio- 
logical Association,  that  space  should  be 
provided  for  the  carrying  on  of  investiga- 
tion by  such  official  bodies  as  the  Fisheries 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and 
whether  anj'  naturalist  has  ever  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  other 
Government  authority  to  make  investiga- 
tions on  fishes  at  the  Plymouth  Labora- 
tory ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  explain  on  what 
grounds. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon):  In 
1885  the  Treasury,  when  agreeing  to  a 
grant  to  the  Plymouth  Laboratory  of  the 
Marine  Biological  Association,  made  it  a 
condition  "  that  the  Council  undertakes 
to  place  space  in  the  Plymouth  Labora- 
tory at  the  disposal  of  any  competent 
investigator  deputed  by  a  recognised 
authority  to  carry  out  any  investigation 
into  fish  questions  which  the  laboratory 
can  give  facilities."  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  never  employed  any  naturalist  to 
make  investigations  on  fishes  at  the 
laboratory,  and  they  have  no  staff  or 
funds  to  devote  to  such  a  purpose.  I  have 
no  information  as  to  what  has  been  done 
by  other  Government  authorities. 

Mr.  PRICE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his 
Department  has  ever  consulted  the 
council  of  the  Marine  Biological  Associa- 
tion (a  body  in  receipt  of  public  money) 
on  any  subject  connected  with  fisheries  ; 
and,  if  80,  when  and  on  what  subject,  and 
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the  council  was 
consulted  with  regard  to  the  Bill  dealing 
with  undersized  fish,  now  withdrawn. 


Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  Board  of  Trade     ) 
have  occasionally  consulted    the  council      1 
of  the  Marine  Biological  Association  on     : 
fishery  subjects.    The  latest  occasion  had 
reference  to  the  question  of  the  fisheries 
exhibit  at  the  Paris  Exhibition.     The 
inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Trade  have  on 
many  occasions  consulted  the  officials  of 
the  association  in  an    informal  manner. 
The  association   were  not  directly  con- 
sulted by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  the 
Bill  dealing  with  undersized  fish,  which, 
however,    was    founded    on   the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee  of 
1893,    who    took    evidence    from    the 
association. 

Mr.  PRICE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the 
Marine  Biological  Association  was  con- 
sulted with  respect  to  the  Fisheries  Con- 
ference held  at  Stockholm  last  year,  to 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  sent 
several  delegates ;  whether  any  delegate 
was  selected  from  the  staff  or  council  of 
that  association ;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  both  of  increas- 
ing the  Government  grant  to  the  associa- 
tion to  £2,000  a  year,  and  at  the  same 
time  making  use  of  the  information  so 
paid  for  before  entering  upon  restrictive 
legislation  or  international  agreements 
with  regard  to  fishing  matters. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  So  far  as  I  am  aware 
the  Marine  Biological  Association  were 
not  consulted  with  respect  to  the  Fisheries 
Conference  at  Stockholm,  and  no  delegate 
was  selected  from  the  staff  or  council  of 
that  association.  The  question  of  in- 
creasing the  grant  of  public  money  to  the 
association  is  one  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Treasury.  Any  information  or  advice 
that  may  be  afforded  by  the  association 
will  always  receive  careful  consideration 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  are  most 
desirous  of  acting  in  friendly  relation 
with  the  association. 


JERSEY   PASSENGER   STEAMER 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  passenger  steamers  from 
Jersey  to  England  are  often  delayed  for 
two  or  three  hours  at  Guernsey,  and 
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COMMITTEE    ROOMS  —  OUTSIDE 
BLINDS-VENTILATION. 

MR,  COHEN  (Islington,  E) :  I  beg  to 

the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
ior  lu>  will  arrange  hefnre  next 
ar  to  have  outside  blinds  fixed  to 
windows  of  the  committee  rooms 
ang  the  south  and  the  west,  of  which 
j  temperature  last  week,  during  the 
Mracted  sittings  of  the  Standing  Com- 
ittee  on  Trade,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
outside  blinds,  obliged  several  Members 
to  leave  the  committee  room. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth)  : 
I  beg,  at  the  same  time,  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  he  has 
bad  recently  under  consideration  the 
question  of  ventilation  of  the  committee 
rooms  and  dining  rooms  of  this  House ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  be  is  in  a  position  to 
make  any  statement  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  In  reply 
to  these  questions,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
have  been  giving  attention  to  the  subjects 
referred  to,  and  that  I  propose  to  ask 
the  Treasury  to  sanction  provision  in  the 
Estimates  to  enable  me  to  proceed  with 
the  improvements  in  the  ventilation  of 
the  committee  rooms  by  means  of  electric 

ris,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements 
the  rooms  already  satisfactorily  treated. 
As  an  accessory  measure,  and  to  provide 
a  more  comfortable  atmosphere,  I  hope  to 
have  outside  blinds  fitted  before  next 
summer. 

NORWOOD  GREEN  (MIDDLESEX) 
POSTAL    DELIVERIES. 

MR.  BIG  WOOD  {Middlesex,  Brent- 
foni)  ;  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  it  is  possible  to  improve 
the  collection  and  delivery  of  letters, 
which  have  been  for  so  long  a  time  de- 
fective, in  Norwood  Green,  Middlesex ; 
and,  if  it  be  possible,  whether  tho  Depart- 
ment will  proceed  forthwith  to  make  the 
necessary  improvement. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) The  Postmaster  General  regrets 
to  find  that  on  several  days  recently 
the  delivery  of  letters  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Norwood  Green  was  delayed 
owing  to  the  illness  of  the  postman,  The 
service  is  now  being  worked  with 
punctuality. 


STRAW  HATS  FOR  POSTMEN. 
Dr.  TANNER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  supplying  of  straw  hats  in 
the  present  hot  weather  to  postmen  in 
lieu  of  the  kepi,  and  if  some  alteration 
will  bo  made  in  the  present  summer 
uniform  ;  and  can  he  state  whether  post- 
men are  required  to  wear  waistcoats 
tightly  buttoned  up  in  this  weather. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Postmen  are  already 
supplied  with  serge  uniform  for  summer 
wear*  Postmen  in  London  are  also  supplied 
with  a  light  summer  shako.  In  hot  weather 
the  men  are  allowed  to  wear  straw  hats, 
though  they  are  not  a  part  of  the  official 
uniform.  The  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney):  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  the  order  as  to  the  wearing  of 
straw  hats  in  London  is  not  general  ? 
Will  he  make  it  so  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  It  is  not  an  order  ; 
it  is  a  permission. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton)  r 
Is  it  true  that  postmen  on  very  hot  days 
are  punished  if  they  take  their  coats  off 
and  carry  them  on  their  arms  1  Can  that 
not  be  allowed  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  will  consult  the 
Post  Office  authorities  as  to  that. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Seeing  that  other 
uniformed  servants  are  not  required  to* 
wear  waistcoats,  cannot  the  same  regula- 
tion be  applied  to  postmen  1 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  said  the  answer 
to  the  second  paragraph  was  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  permission  to 
wear  straw  hats  has  not  been  given  to 
the  postmen  in  the  East  End  of  London 
yet? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

POSTMEN'S    HOLIDAYS. 
Mr.  ST  E  AD  MAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  if  he  can  see  his. 
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way  to  allowing  overseers  to  sign  a 
special  holiday  sheet,  instead  of  blocking 
postmen  out  for  the  better  portions  of  the 
year  for  their  holiday  season. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  At  ail  offices,  where 
the  arrangements  permit  it,  postmen  sign 
a  separate  holiday  sheet,  but  this  cannot 
be  done  everywhere  without  injustice  to 
some  of  the  persons  affected  or  waste  of 
force.  The  postmen  receive  their  annual 
leave  during  the  eight  months  from 
March  to  October  inclusive. 

SORTERS'  EXAMINATIONS. 
Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  there  is  either  rule  or 
practice  at  present  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment by  which  candidates  for  the 
position  of  sorter  or  telegraph  learner  in 
nead  provincial  offices,  who  at  their  first 
examination  do  not  gain  the  minimum 
percentage  for  appointment,  are  excluded 
from  ever  again  being  admitted  to  exami- 
nation ;  whether  a  similar  rule  prevails  in 
any  other  branch  of  the  pubhc  service ; 
and  whether  arrangements  will  be  made 
in  this  Department,  as  in  all  other  branches 
of  the  Civil  Service,  to  admit  candidates 
within  the  prescribed  limits  of  age  irre- 
spective of  previous  failures  at  examina- 
tions. 

Mr.   HANBURY  :  Where  positions  as 
sorters   or    learners  in    the   Post  Office 
service  are  offered  as  the  result  of  open  ! 
competition,  competitors  who  have  been  I 
unsuccessful  are  allowed  to  compete  again 
so  long  as  they  are  w'thin  the  limits  of  ' 
age.     There  are,  however,  chiefly  at  the  : 
smaller  offices,  posts  which  are  filled  by  I 
nomination  subject  to  a  qualifying  Civil  ■ 
Service    examination,  and    persons  who ; 
have  received  nominations,  but  reach  such 
a  low  standard  in  the  examination  that ' 
their  ultimate  success  is  improbable,  are  I 
not  as   a   rule  allowed  to   try  again,  it 
"being  in  their  own  interests  that  they  ' 
should  at  once  seek  more  suitable  employ- ' 
ment. 

THE    DISTRICT    MESSENGER  I 

COMPANY.  j 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask  ; 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre  : 
senting  the  Postmaster  General,  will  he  i 
state  whether  the  District  Messenger  | 
Company  pays  any  royalty  or  tax  to  the  '■ 


Post  Office ;  and,  if  so,  what  the  amount 
of  the  royalty  is,  how  it  is  calculated,  and  < 
where  the  amount  will  be  found  in  any  j 
accounts  laid  beford  the  House ;  on  what  i 
ground  the  royalty  in  question  is  exacted 
from  the  company,  and  whether  in  pursu- 
ance of  any  judicial  decision  affirming  the 
liability  of  the  company  to  pay  it ;  has 
the  Post  Office,  since  the  establishment  of 
the  company,  organised  a  special  service 
with  the  special  object  of  competing  with 
the  company ;  and,  if  so,  has  this  special 
service  resulted  so  far  in  a  loss  or  in  a 
profit  to  the  Post  Office ;  and  will  the 
Post  Office,  in  view  of  the  great  and  in- 
creasing use  to  the  public  of  the  District 
Messenger  Company's  services,  consider 
the  propriety  of  ceasing  to  exact  from  the 
company  the  royalty  hitherto  paid  by  it 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  company  pan 
a  royalty  on  telegraph  call  boxes  calcu- 
lated at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  call  box,  with 
a  general  royalty  of  £25  per  annum. 
This  royalty  is  exacted  on  account  of  the 
company's  operations  in  the  use  of  such 
call  boxes  being  an  infringement  of  the 
Postma3ter  General's  telegraph  monopoly. 
On  the  14th  of  April,  1891,  a  decree  was 
made  by  the  Queen's    Bench    Division 
restraining    the     company    from    trans- 
mitting telegrams  and  conveying  letters 
in  violation  of  the  exclusive   privileges 
conferred  upon  the  Postmaster  General; 
and  the  company   has  since  carried  on 
business  as  regards  telegrams  and  letters 
under  the  licence  and  authority  of  the 
Postmaster  General.      The   company  is 
required    to    pay    to     the    Postmaster 
General   Id.  upon  each  letter  which  it 
delivers,  and  pay  over  such  postage  to 
the  Postmaster  General.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  Postmaster  General  pays  to  the 
company  for  services   rendered    Ad.  per 
letter  out  of  moneys  voted  by  Parliament 
The  amounts  paid  over  by  the  company 
appear  in  the  finance  accounts  presented  to 
Parliament  under  the  heading  of  "  Gross 
Receipts."  They  are  not  shown  separately. 
The   Post  Office    organised  an   express 
delivery  service  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing a  public  want  as   soon  as  this  was 
ascertained  to  exist,   and  the  service  is 
largely  used  by  the  public.    Its  establish- 
ment has  not  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the 
Department,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  pro- 
fitable ;  but  owing  to  its  being  worked  in 
connection  with  the  other  services  of  the 
Department  it  is  not  possible    to  state 
exactly  the  amount  of  profit  earned.      It 
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t  ft  lot  proposed  to  make  any  further  re- 
faotiOQ  in  the  Royalty  upon  call  boxes, 
ft  to  increase  the  payment  made  to  the 
mpany  for  the  delivery  of  letters. 

MR.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  May  I  ask 
flr  right  hon.  friend  whether  he  can 
Singe  that  this  royalty  shall  appear 
^innately  in  the  finance  account,  and 
■■  whether  he  is  aware  that  eleven  out  of 
nineteen  Cabinet  Ministers  are  box- 
MdersY 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  cannot  say  any- 
;  about  the  latter  point,  but  with  re- 
to  a  separate  account  1   think   a 
irn  ought  to  be  made  to  the  House 
allowing  what  the  expenses  are. 

9  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Will  my 
right  hon.  friend  agree  to  a  Return  if  I 
move  for  it  ? 

Mr.  H ANBURY :  I  do  not  like  to  reply 
lor  the  Post  Office,  but  I  should  think 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  it. 

JUNIOR  CIVIL  SERVICE  EXAMINA- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  bes  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  he 
explain  why  it  is  proposed  to  amend  the 
rales  of  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners, 
which  provided  that  those  who  passed  the 
Junior  Civil  Service  Examinations  could, 
when  competing  for  other  Civil  Service 
examinations,  deduct  from  thoir  actual 
age  any  time  up  to  five  years  which  they 
may  have  spent  in  the  service,  so  that  a 
junior  can  now  only  deduct  one  year 
when  competing  for  an  Excise  assistant- 
ship  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  this  rule 
would  operate  hardly  against  persons  who 
entered  the  service  under  the  old  rules ; 
And  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  the  new  rule  the 
said  persons. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  principal  reason 
for  this  change  was  that  it  is  considered 
inexpedient  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
service  that  anyone   should  become  an 
Assistant  of  Excise  at  an  age  exceeding 
twenty-three  years.     More  than  a  year  s 
notice  of  this  change  was  given,  as  it  will 
not  come  into  force  until  July  next ;  so 
that  anyone  interested  has  ample  time  to 
make  his  arrangements.     There  seems  no  j 
reason  for  any  further  postponement  of  a  i 
desirable  reform.     No  vested  interest  in  [ 
the  old  regulations  can  be  recognised.         j 

VOL.  LXXXVL    [Fourth  Ueriks.] 


CUSTOMS  WATCHERS. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he  has 
taken  any  steps  to  carry  out  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  him  with  a  view  to  increas- 
ing the  wages  of  deserving  Customs 
watchers  after  a  certain  number  of  vears 
service ;  and  can  he  hold  out  any  hopes 
that  such  improved  conditions  of  service 
will  be  assured  to  these  men. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Yes;  improved 
conditions  of  service  will  be  assured  to 
the  more  deserving  Customs  watchers 
after  a  certain  number  of  years  service. 

SCOTTISH  SHERIFF    COURT    PRO- 
CEDURE. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perthshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  any  report 
has  yet  been  received  from  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  Sheriff  Court  Pro- 
cedure appointed  more  than  two  years 
ago  ;  and,  if  such  report  has  been  received, 
whether  the  Government  propose  to  take 
any  action  on  the  same ;  and,  if  no  report 
has  yet  been  made,  can  he  state  when  the 
same  may  be  expected. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The 
Report  has  not  yet  been  made,  nor  can  I 
name  any  definite  time  at  which  it  may  be 
expected.  The  reference  to  the  Committee 
was  a  very  wide  one,  and  the  constitution 
of  the  Committee  is  such  that  it  can  only 
meet  during  the  winter  months. 

CARRICKMACROSS  WORKHOUSE. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  number  of  admissions  to  the 
Carrickmacross  workhouse  during  the 
past  year,  according  to  the  report  recently 
issued  by  the  local  board,  appears  to  be 
about  twice  as  great  as  the  admissions  to 
Castleblaney  and  Monaghan  workhouses, 
although  the  valuation  of  Carrickmacross 
union  is  only  about  half  the  valuation  of 
Monaghan  and  less  valuation  than  Castle- 
blaney union ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  admissions  to  the  Carrickmacross 
workhouse  during  the  past  twelve  months 
was  about  three  times  as  great  as  to  Clones 
workhouse,  and  that  the  2,172  admis- 
sions to  Carrickmacross  workhouse  during 
the  year  were  almost  entirely  composed 
of  tramps  or  casuals;  and  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board   inspector  for 
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Carrickmacross  district  has  reported  on 
this  matter  and  suggested  any  remedy ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  ask  for  a  report,  with 
a  view  to  preventing  further  loss  to  the 
ratepayers  of  Carrickmacross  union  by 
having  to  support  a  number  of  persons 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  district. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  figures  in  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs  are  approximately 
correct.  The  Local  Government  Board 
are  not  aware  that  the  admissions  to  the 
Carrickmacross  workhouse  during  the 
past  year  were  almost  entirely  composed 
of  tramps  or  casuals,  though  it  is  pro- 
bable that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
admissions  did  belong  to  this  class.  The 
Board's  inspector  has  made  no  special 
recommendations  as  to  the  relief  to  be 
afforded  to  the  tramps,  but  the  Board 
have  issued  circulars  on  the  subject  to 
boards  of  guardians  from  time  to  time, 
and  are  prepared  to  instruct  the  inspector 
to  confer  with  the  Carrickmacross  guar- 
dians at  any  time  in  the  matter  should  the 
guardians  so  desire. 

UROMORE  RIVER  FLOODS. 
Mr.  DALY:  1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  at 
recent  meetings  of  the  Monaghan  County 
Council  complaints  were  made  against 
the  Board  of  Works  and  the  Lough  Erne 
Drainage  Board  in  consequence  of  the 
Hooding  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
between  Ballybay,  Sporthall,  and  Coot- 
hill,  owing  to  the  want  of  drainage  of  the 
river  passing  through  these  districts ;  and 
whether  ho  will  take  steps  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  flooding  of  the  districts 
mentioned  by  clearing  an  obstruction  in 
the  Dromore  river  near  Tully vin,  and  thus 
prevent  a  loss  of  the  crops  of  the  people 
holding  land  in  the  low-lying  districts 
between  Ballybay  and  Tullyvin. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Representa- 
tions to  the  effect  mentioned  in  the  first 
paragraph  have  already  been  made  by  the 
County  Council  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  and  the  matter  has  been  investi- 
gated by  that  Department,  who  have  in- 
formed the  Council  that  as  the  Dromore 
river  is  not  within  the  area  of  any  drain- 
age district  no  steps  can  be  taken  by  the 
Board  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  the 
obstruction  complained  of. 


LIMERICK  TELEGRAPH  MESSENGERS. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  at 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether,  seeing  that  the  telegraph 
messengers  of  Limerick  are  entitled  to 
receive  one  halfpenny  per  message  on  iD 
messages  they  deliver,  he  will  explain 
why  this  payment  has  been  withheld  from 
them  during  the  past  three  months ;  and, 
will  he  take  steps  for  the  arrears  to  be 
paid  and  the  rulo  of  one  halfpenny  per 
message  to  be  observed  regularly  in 
future. 

Mr.  H  ANBURY :  It  is  not  the  case 
that  the  telegraph  messengers  are  entitled 
to  receive  one  halfpenny  per  message  on 
all  messages  they  deliver.  The  payment 
made  to  them  is  already  high  and  cannot 
be  increased ;  and  no  arrears  are  doe. 

CAHIR  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  MANDEVILLE  (Tipperary,S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  Genera], 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  build  a  new  post  office  in  the 
town  of  Cahir,  county  Tipperary ;  and  if 
so,  when  will  they  be  prepared  to  com- 
mence the  work  of  building  it. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  A  scheme  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  post  office  at  Cahir  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Post  Office, 
but  has  not  yet  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Postmaster  General.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
state  when  the  building  is  likely  to  be 
commenced. 

DUBLIN  SORTING  STAFF. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
a  memorial  received  by  the  Controller, 
Dublin,  over  three  months  ago,  from 
members  of  the  Dublin  staff  complaining 
of  punishments  for  the  mis-sending  of 
letters,  alleging  that  the  increase  in  mis- 
sending  was  due  to  insufficiency  of  time 
at  roads,  and  the  quick  rate  at  which  pun. 
despatching  officers  have  to  sort  corre- 
spondence, the  sorting  of  letters  on  the 
new  divisions,  and  asking  that  letter- 
despatching  officers  be  exempt  from 
sorting  at  the  primary  tables  in  the 
evening;  and  can  he  state  whether  the 
memorial  has  been  acknowledged  yet; 
and  if  so*  with  what  result. 


Questions. 


{26  July  1900} 


Questions. 


1334 


Mr.  HANBURY:  The  memorial  was 
'  received  and  acknowledged  by  the 
oiler,  Dublin.  Inquiry  has  shown 
\  some  additional  force  is  necessary  on 
ling  duty  in  the  Dublin  Sorting  Office, 
1  steps  are  being  taken  to  afford  relief. 
r  the  present  extra  staff  is  brought  on 
whenever  it  is  known  that  the  work 
"be  heavier  than  the  average.  The 
of  the  mis-sending  is  found  to  be 
Jtimfined  to  comparatively  few  men,  and 
fkoreases  when  these  men  are  on  duty. 
^Xo  record  of  mis-sending  is  made  against 
\ may  officer  when  there  is  any  doubt  as  to 
bis  responsibility. 

COUNTY  KILKENNY  POSTAL 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
mreeenting  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  can  explain  the  delay  in 
establishing  the  house  to  house  delivery 
of  letters  in  the  townlands  of  Boggan 
and  Blanchfieldboy,  county  Kilkenny, 
sod  say  when  it  will  come  into  opera- 


Ma.  HANBURY:  A  house-to-house 
delivery  of  letters  once  a  week  was  com- 
menced on  the  18th  of  June  in  the  town- 
lands  of  Boggan  and  Blanchfieldboy, 
county  Kilkenny.  There  are  very  few 
letters  for  these  places,,  and  a  more 
frequent  delivery  is  not  at  present 
warranted. 

COAGH  (TYRONE)  POSTAL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  EJ  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  has  recived  a  further  detailed 
statement  from  the  residents  of  Coagh, 
county  Tyrone,  suggesting  how  the 
defects  in  their  postal  service  could  be 
remedied  at  slight,  if  any,  cost;  and, 
whether  the  Coagh  memorial  praying  for 
redress,  which  was  refused  last  year  on 
the  ground  of  expense,  will  be  recon- 
sidered in  view  of  the  fresh  information 
furnished. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  has  received  a  further  detailed 
statement  from  the  inhabitants  of  Coagh, 
county  Tyrone,  suggesting  how  a  better 
postal  service  to  that  place  could  be  pro- 
vided. The  desired  improvements,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  afforded  without  con- 
siderable   additional    cost.     Even    if    a 


service  between  Cookstown  and  Coagh 
could  be  provided  at  practically  the  same 
cost  as  the  present  service  between 
Moneymore  and  Coagh,  which  does  not 
seem  likely,  considerable  additional  ex- 
penditure would  still  be  necessary  in 
order  to  maintain  the  existing  delivery  to 
places  on  the  road  between  Moneymore 
and  Coagh ;  and  such  expenditure  would 
not  be  warranted. 

BUNDORAN  MAILS. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  incon- 
venience entailed  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Bundoran  by  the  delay  in  the  day  mails 
from  Dublin  and  the  consequent  inability 
to  reply  by  evening  post  to  letters  re- 
ceived by  those  mails  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Bundoran  letters  are 
sent  by  the  6.5  a.m.  train  from  Dublin, 
via  Portadown  and  Omagh  ;  are  detained 
at  Omagh,  where  they  arrive  at  9.30  a.m., 
till  '12.25;  do   not  reach  Bundoran   till 

3  p.m. ;  and  are  not  delivered  till  4  p.m., 
the  time  when  the  evening  mail  goes  out ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  while  an  ex- 
press train  leaves  Dublin  at  9  a.m.,  and 
reaches  Bundoran,  via  Clones,  at  1.40 
p.m.,  the  letters  for  Bundoran  are  sent 
some  hours  earlier  and  reach  Bundoran 
some  hours  later  than  the  parcel 
post,  which  is  sent  by  this  train; 
whether  letters  for  Bundoran  could  be 
sent  from  Dublin  by  the  6.5  a.m.  train, 
which  arrives  in  Enniskillen  at  10.5  a.m. 
and  be  taken  up  by  the  express  passing 
Enniskillen  at  12.33,  and  due  in  Bun- 
doran at  1.40 ;  and  whether  immediate 
steps  will  be  taken  to  secure  that  letters 
should  reach  Bundoran  from  Dublin  in 
time  to  be  answered  by  the  evening  post. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  These  letters  now 
arrive  at  Bundoran  at  2.25  p.m.,  and  are 
sent  out  for  delivery  at  2.50  p.m.  Some 
persons,  however,  living  near  the  end  of 
the  delivery  do  not  receive  them  in  time 
to  post  replies  for  the  return  mail  at 

4  p.m.  During  the  summer  months  an 
express  train,  as  stated  in  the  question, 
leaves  Dublin  at  9  a.m.,  and  to  reach 
Bundoran  at  1.40  p.m.  This  train,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  used  for  correspond- 
ence from  Omagh  and  other  places  north 
of  Dundalk,  and  even  if  it  were  used  for 
the  mails  from  Dublin,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  residents  at  Bundoran  would 
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be  willing  that  the  afternoon  delivery 
should  be  made  before  the  arrival  of  the 
<3orrespondence  from  Omagh,  etc.  The 
question  whether  a  double  service  to  Bun- 
doran  would  be  justified  during  the  sum- 
mer is  being  considered,  and  if  that  is 
found  to  be  the  case,  inquiry  shall  be 
made  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  residents  in 
regard  to  the  time  of  the  delivery. 


DKUMCONRATH    POSTAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
.ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  Postmaster  General  has  re- 
ceived a  memorial  influentially  signed  by 
the  gentry  and  traders  of  Drumconrath, 
asking  for  the  establishment  of  direct 
postal  communication  between  Drum- 
conrath and  Nobber ;  and  whether  it  is 
intended  to  establish  the  service  asked 
for ;  and,  if  so,  when. 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  This  memorial' has 
"been  received.  It  is  proposed  to  arrange 
for  the  postman  from  Nobber  and  the 
postman  from  Drumconrath  to  meet  every 
week  day  at  Summerhill  and  exchange 
letters.  By  this  means  local  letters  will 
be  available  to  callers  at  the  Post  Office 
At  either  place  shortly  after  one  o'clock  on 
the  day  of  despatch.  This  arrangement 
will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 


CORK  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  rostmaster 
•General,  whether  the  Postmaster  General 
has  considered  the  memorial  presented 
more  than  twelve  months  ago  from  the 
residents  of  Ashburton,  Dillon's  Cross, 
Mayfield,  and  neighbourhood  on  the 
north-east  side  of  the  city  of  Cork,  to 
have  a  post  office  established  at  Dillon's 
Cross,  the  district  being  at  present 
only  served  by  a  wall  letter-box; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  nearest  post  office  is  a  mile  away 
from  the  greater  portion  of  the  district  in 
question,  which  is  one  where  the  popula- 
tion is  increasing  and  many  new  houses 
are  being  built,  and  of  the  inconvenience 
caused  by  the  present  want  of  postal 
facilities  in  this  important  and  growing 
district,  a  post  office  will  be  opened  there, 
.as  requested. 


Mr.  HANBURY :  No  such  memorial 
has  been  received.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  called  for  a  report,  and  will 
communicate  his  decision  upon  it  in  duo 
course  to  the  hon.  Member. 

CLONES  WATER  SUPPLY. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land is  he  aware  that  dissatisfaction 
exists  among  the  inhabitants  of  Clones 
with  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to 
that  town  ;  and  can  he  say  when  a  report 
upon  the  condition  of  the  filter  beds  of 
this  supply  was  received  from  the  sanitary 
officer ;  and  will  he  instruct  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  send  an  inspector 
to  Clones  to  report  upon  this  matter,  so 
that  all  apprehension  as  to  the  purity  of 
the  water  may  be  allayed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  No  represen- 
tations have  been  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  Clones  water  supply,  and  the  Board 
are  unable  to  say  when  a  report  upon  the 
condition  of  the  filter  beds  was  received 
from  the  sanitary  officer.  The  medical 
inspector  of  the  Board  has  been  directed 
to  make  special  inquiries  into  the  matter 
on  the  occasion  of  his  next  visit  to 
Clones. 

ROSSAVALLEY  (FERMANAGH) 
TENANTRY. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  can  explain  why  the  tenants  of 
Rossavalley,  county  Fermanagh,  who  pur- 
chased their  holdings  from  Messrs. 
Bracken  and  Gordon,  joint  landlords,  in 
November,  1898,  have  had  to  pay,  and 
are  still  paying,  half-yearly  instalments  to 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  purchase 
money,  whilst  the  tenants  on  the  adjoin- 
ing estate  of  the  Commissioners  of  Edu- 
cation, who  purchased  about  the  same 
time,  had  to  pay  instalments  at  the  rate 
of  only  4  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  This  question 
refers  to  interest  in  lieu  of  rent  payable 
by  the  tenants  to  the  vendor  pending  the 
completion  of  the  sale,  and  not  to  half- 
yearly  instalments  of  annuities  payable 
to  the  Land  Commission.  The  amount 
of  interest  payable  in  such  circumstances 
is  a  matter  of  agreement  between  the 
tenants  and  the  landlord. 
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HUSH  PUBLIC  HOUSE  LICENCES. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  beg  to 
lie  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
^limtenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
image  for  an  annual  return  of  the 
■mber  of  new  public-house  licences 
glinted  and  extinguished  in  each  quarter 
p — *~na  division  in  Ireland,  showing  in 
case  whether  the  new  licence  was 
ited  in  substitution  for  an  existing 


Muted 
knee. 


Mb.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  would  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  Table  60  in  the 
volume  of  Judicial  Statistics  (Ireland)  for 
1899,  recently  presented  to  Parliament, 
the  information  in  which  may  serve  the 
purpose  he  has  in  view.  If  not,  perhaps 
M  will  communicate  with  me  further  in 
the  matter. 


THE  BREHON  LAWS. 

;        Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN :  I  beg  to  ask 

i     the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  can  say 

\    whether  any  and  what  progress  is  being 

made  towards  the    publication    of    the 

Emised  volumes  of  the  Irish  Brohon 
rs;  and  whether,  on  account  of  the 
death  in  July,  1899,  of  the  Right  Rev. 
Dr.  Graves,  one  of  the  Brehon  Law 
Commissioners,  he  deems  it  advisable  to 

Ent  another  Gaelic  scholar  in  his 
and  so  expedite  the  work  of  pub- 
>n,  and  give  confidence  to  all  who 
feel  interested  in  the  due  preparation  of 
the  volumes. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  Glossary, 
which  will  form  Volume  6  of  the  series,  is 
nearly  completed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  be  ready  for  printing,  together  with 
Volume  5,  by  Christmas.  No  special 
steps  are  therefore  necessary  to  expedite 
the  work  of  publication. 

IRISH  TENANCY  CONTRACTS. 
Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  have  yet  obtained  .a  test  case  to 
determine  the  question  as  to  whether  con- 
tracts of  tenancy  are  to  disqualify  persons 
from  being  members  of  district  councils 
whose  tenants  they  are ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  settle  the 
matter  by  a  decision  of  the  higher  courts. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  taken  proceed- 
ings in  a  case  where  a  rural    district 


councillor  was  a  tenant  of  a  labourer's 
cottage,  but  as  the  magistrates  convicted 
and  imposed  a  nominal  fine  the  case  did 
not  come  before  the  higher  courts.  The 
magistrates'  decision  in  this  case  was 
communicated  by  circular  to  all  rural 
district  councils.  The  Board  have  in- 
structed their  solicitors  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  test  case  to  decide  the  question 
in  the  higher  courts. 

MEATH  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  now  state  why  the 
county  Meath  was  not  allowed  to  adopt 
the  Staffordshire  bye-law  as  to  resigna- 
tion of  members  of  the  county  council. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  whether  the  Staffordshire  bye-law 
requires  confirmation  by  any  Government 
Department.  The  County  Meath  bye- 
law,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  law  officers, 
was  ultra  vires. 

FISHGUARD  AND  ROSSLARE 
RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  can  state  what  steps  have  been  taken 
by  the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways 
and  Harbour  Company  to  carry  out  the 
undertaking  embodied  in  their  agreement 
with  the  Treasury  of  the  year  1898  to 
construct  a  direct  line  of  railway  between 
Cork  and  Fermoy ;  and  whether  a  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  the  line  has 
yet  been  entered  into ;  and  when  work 
on  the  line  is  likely  to  be  commenced. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  No  steps  have  been 
taken  towards  the  construction  of  this 
portion  of  the  company's  undertaking, 
and  no  contract  has  been  entered  into. 
No  portion  whatever  of  the  proposed 
Treasury  grant  of  £93,000  will  be  paid 
until  at  least  half  of  each  line  (that  from 
Fermoy  to  Cork,  as  well  as  that  from 
Rosslare  to  Waterford)  is  completed,  and 
the  grant  as  a  whole  is  dependent  upon 
the  whole  work  being  completed  before 
1st  August,  1904.  The  £93,000  payable 
to  the  Treasury  by  the  company  has  been 
allowed  to  remain  outstanding  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest ;  but  in  view  of  the  appa- 
rent reluctance  to  begin  the  Fermoy  and 
Cork  portion  of  the  undertaking  I  propose 
to  require  the  immediate  payment  of  this 
sum,  unless  satisfactory  assurance  is  at 
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once  given  that  the  Fermoy  and  Cork 
branch  will  te  undertaker:  without  further 
delay  and  completed  before  August,  1904. 

Cajtajn  DOXELAN  'Cork  E.,:  Has 

any  portion  of  the  line  been  surveyed  ? 

Mk.  HAXBCKY :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion beyond  that  I  have  given. 

SCTTON  TO  CENSURE  KAILWAY. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALV:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  f^r  Ireland  whether 
he  it*  aware  that  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  have,  without  legal 
authority,  removed  the  fence  of  the  public 
road  from  Sutton  to  Censure,  and  con- 
tracted a  railway  partly  on  its  site  and 
partly  or j  private  land,  and  raised  over  a 
foot  above  the  public  road,  but  unfenced 
therefrom  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
only  power  enjoyed  by  the  company  in 
regard  to  the  highway  between  these 
points  is,  under  their  Act  of  1897,  to 
make  a  tramway  along  the  public  roar] 
and  with  the  rails  level  with  the  road, 
the  Irish  Executive  will  take  any  steps 
for  the  public  protection,  and  the  vindica- 
tion of  the  law  affecting  highways. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  Anything  the  Great  Northern 
i Oii  1  way  Company  have  done  they  have 
done  either  at  the  suggestion  or  with  the 
consent  of  the  county  survey  or,  the  officer 
of  the  road  authority,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection and  convenience  of  the  public. 
On  the  limited  information  in  my  pos- 
session it  would  undoubtedly  appear  to 
me  that  prima  facin  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  have  not  been  strictly  observed. 
I  shall  carefully  consider  all  the  facts. 

Mil.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Has  a  County 
of  Dublin  grand  jury  power  to  suspend 
the  law  in  Ireland  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

IRISH    KAILWAY  AMALGAMATION 

BILL. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  the 
Railway  Amalgamation  Bill  now  before 
Parliament,  which  would  establish  a  rail- 
way monopoly  over  nearly  three-fourths  of 
the  entire  area  of  Ireland9becoming  law,  he 
can  say  whether  the  Government  intend, 


and  if  so  v-hex.  to  amst  me  tribunal, 
cheap  and  easy  cc  access,  in  IxeUnd, 
other  thai:  in*  existing  Railway  ud 
Canal  Commissioners,  to  vfcieh  Ink 
traders  and  passexigere  can  appal  in 
causes  of  complaint  hi  the  natter  of  nil- 
way  rates,  fares,  and  ifflitiw  apinrt 
railway  companies  :  whether  he  an  Kate 
what  powers  -if  any  the  Irish  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculrart  ha-re  to  deal  with 
such  railway  question* ;  and  whether 
it  is  proposed  to  grre  to  that  DepartBot 
the  powers  now  possessed  by  the  Bail  war 
and  Canal  Cominissianers  to  deal  with 
them,  or  in  what  other  war  the  Goren- 
ment  propose  to  meet  the  neeeamaof 
the  ease. 

Mr.  A.  J.    BALFOUR :  Tie  amwv 

to  the  first  and  third  paragraphs  of  the 
question  is  that  the  pairing  of  the  KB 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
accompanied  by  powers  obviating  the 
necessity  for  creating  a  tribunal  dealing 
with  the  question  as  between  the  raflvaj 
company  and  the  public  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  power  to  appear 
on  behalf  of  aggrieved  persona  before  the 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  to  pay  the 
cost  out  of  their  funds. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  What  an 
the  powers  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  will  obviate  an  appeal  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afaaid 
.  the  hon.  Member  must  give  notice  of  tut 
i  question.  I  have  supplied  all  the  infor- 
,  mation  I  have. 

IRISH  TENANTS  AND  POUR  RATE 
!  DEDUCTIONS. 

|      Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick):! 

beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  iff 
I  Ireland  whether  the  Government  propoie 
|  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Local  Govern- 
|  ment  (Ireland)  Amendment  Act  to  define 
!  the  rights  of  tenants  to  deduct  half  the 

poor  rate  from  the  landlord,  and  also  a 

regulation  to  separate  the  poor  rate  iron 

other  raves  on  demand  note. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  refer  to  the  Bill  he  will  observe  that 
the  matter  is  already  sufficiently  provided 
for. 

POTATO  CROP— EXPERIMENTS  WITH 
ELECTRICAL  CONDUCTORS. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  if  he  can 
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!  state  what  are  the  results  of  the  in- 
promised  regarding  certain  experi- 
made  by  Mr.  O'Sullivan,  of  Athea, 
ty  Limerick,  in  the  improvement  of 
potato  crop  by  the  introduction  of 
idty  through  lightning  conductors 
ritmted  through  the  crops  by  means  I 
^vrires,  by  which  it  was  stated  that  an 
of  80  per  cent,  was  shown. 

VICE-PRESIDENT     of     the 

?ARTMENT    of    AGRICULTURE 

IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 

aty,  S.) :  A  Departmental  inspector 

i  Tinted  Athea  to  make  inquiry  on  this 

The  inspector  reported  that  the 

cients  conducted  last  year  by  Mr. 

Ivan  to  test  the  influence  of  elec- 

fcy  on  the  growth  of  potatoes  were 

limited  in  extent  to  warrant  conclu- 

j  deductions.     Similar  experiments  on 

t  larger  scale  are,  it  is  stated,  in  progress 

" "  i  year,  under  Mr.  O'Sullivan's  direction, 

.  will  be  watched  with  interest  by  the 

apartment. 

IRISH  SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  BONUS. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ak  the    Chief    Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  teachers 
<rf  the  National  schools   (Ireland)   who, 
j)     under  the  old  regulations,  were  entitled 
to  an  annual  bonus,  will  get  oredit  for 
these    amounts  when  the    new   salaries 
under  the  new  rules  are  being  fixed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Existing 
teachers  who  have  hitherto  been  entitled 
to  an  annual  bonus  will  get  credit  for  the 
amount  when  the  new  salaries  are  being 
determined. 


IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 
INCOME. 

Mr.  MACALEESE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  memorandum  as  to  pro- 
visional payments  of  income  to  teachers 
of  National  schools  issued  in  June  last  by 
the  National  Education  Board,  Ireland,  in 
which  a  section  of  paragraph  5  laid  down 
that  if  a  teacher's  results  period  did  not 
usually  terminate  till  the  31st  May,  he 
would  be  paid  as  the  June  quarter's  re- 
mittance (a)  £20,  the  equivalent  of  twelve 
months  results  fees,  etc. ;  (b)  two  months 
salary,  etc.,  up  to  the  31st  May,  1900,  at 
the  old  rate,  equal  to  £13  6s.  8d. ;  and 


I  (c)  one  month's  consolidated  income  from 
the  1st  June,  1900,  namely,  £8  6s.  8d\,  or 
a  total  sum  of  £41  13s.  4d.  would  be  re- 
mitted to  him  ;  and  in  the  event  of  items 
(b)  and  (c)  having  been  remitted  in  such 
cases  and  item  (a)  withheld,  can  he  say 
why,  and  whether  item  (a)  will  be  made 
good  to  the  teachers. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  promises 
contained  in  the  memorandum  referred 
to  are  being  fully  carried  out.  Payments 
under  (a)  take  a  little  longer  time  to 
determine  than  those  under  (b)  and  (c), 
but  all  such  amounts  falling  due  in  the 
June  quarter  will  have  been  discharged 
about  the  close  of  the  current  month. 

TEACHERS  IN  POOR  LAW  SCHOOLS. 
Captain  DONELAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  what  steps  it  is 
proposed  to  take  to  safeguard  the  interests 
of  the  teachers  in  contributory  unions  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  direct  grant, 
now  to  be  included  in  the  Education 
[Estimates,  is  considerably  less  than  the 
results  hitherto  paid  by  these  unions. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  For  the 
I  future,  existing  teachers  of  National 
I  schools  in  unions  that  have  hitherto  been 
contributory  will  have  included  in  their 
I  income  from  State  sources  the  moneys 
I  voted  by  the  unions.  In  the  case  of 
jj  future  teachers  no  disparity  will  exist. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
I  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  now 
state  definitely  what  arrangements  will 
be  made  to  secure  that  National  teachers 
in  workhouses  will  suffer  no  loss  from  the 
abolition  of  result  fees,  and  that  an  allow- 
ance will  be  made  to  them  corresponding 
in  amount  to  that  hitherto  allowea  by  the 
guardians  for  result  fees. 

Mr.  G.   W.   BALFOUR :   I    do    not 

I  think  I  can  add  to  the  statement  already 

[  made  by  me  in  answer  to  the  previous 

question  of  the  hon.  Member,   namely, 

I  that  it  will  be  open  to  the  guardians  to 

pay  to  teachers  in  workhouse  schools  a 

bonus  equivalent  to  the  average  of  the 

results  fees  for  the  last  three  years  after 

each  examination,  if  the  report  of  the 

inspector  upon  the  school  be  in  every 

respect  satisfactory 
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CANADIAN  EXPORTS  TO  GERMANY. 
General  LAURIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether, 
seeing  that  the  Tariff  Law  passed  by  the 
German  Reichstag,  pending  the  negotia- 

tions  tor  the  Commercial  Treaty  with  the  j  hour — the  last    day    of    Supply.     The 
British  Empire,  specially  excluded  Canada  !  Government  hare  no  views  as  to  how  that 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  thought  there 
was  some  undercurrent  of  objection.  Aa 
regards  the  Report  stage  of  the  Yote, 
there  is  one  opportunity  on  which  the 
Report  of  Votes  can  be  taken  at  an  early 


and  Barbados  from  the  most-favoured- 
nation treatment  for  their  products,  on  the 
grounds  that  Canada  and  Barbados  had 
specially  given  preferential  advantages 
under  their  tariff  laws  to  the  British 
Empire,  and  had  not  admitted  other 
countries  to  these  advantages;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  this  discrimination 
against  the  products  of  Canada,  which 
was  enacted  because  Canada  had,  as 
above  stated,  discriminated  in  favour  of 
the  mother  country,  has  diminished  the 
importation  of  Canadian  products  into 
Germany ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
intention  to  offer  her  any  compensating 
advantages  iri  trade. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  no 
accurate  information  as  regards  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Government  have 
taken  action,  nor  as  to  the  effect  of  that 
action  on  the  imports  from  Canada  to 
Germany.  As  regards  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  question,  my  hon.  friend  is  probably 
aware  that  the  exports  of  Canada  to 
this  country  are  already  free. 


BUSINESS    OF    THE    HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  BANNERM AN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Perhaps  the  .Leader  of 
the  House  will  tell  us  what  will  be  the 
business  next  week,  and  I  would  specially 
ask  him  whether  the  Report  of  the 
Colonial  Office  Vote  will  be  taken  at  such 
a  time  as  will  permit  of  further  discussion. 
Yesterday  we  had  a  short  discussion, 
which  was  closured,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  detailed  inquiries  which 
Members  desired  to  make. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
that  yesterday's  was  a  short  discussion. 
It  lasted  until  half -past  seven  o'clock,  as 
the  House  knows,  and  was  nearly  as  long 
as  it  would  have  been  on  the  night  I  in- 
tended to  set  apart  for  the  Vote,  though 
on  an  appeal  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man I  transferred  the  discussion  to  a 
Wednesday. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  merely  mentioned  that  it  was  closured. 


day  up  to  ten  o'clock  should  be  allocated, 
and  I  would  certainly  regard  what  may 
be  any  general  wish.  On  Monday  next 
the  first  business  will  be  the  resolution  to 
introduce  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  House  would  desire  to 
take  a  general  discussion  at  that  stage  or 
to  defer  it  until  the  Second  Reading 
stage.  For  various  reasons  I  think  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  defer  dis- 
cussion until  the  Second  Reading,  becnae 
I  am  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  Com- 
panies Bill  on  Monday. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Will  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  statement 
be  made  by  resolution  in  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  t 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  I  have  a  very 
important  notice  down  on  the  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  1 


Mr.   A.  J.   BALFOUR:    I    was 
aware  of  it,  and  I  regret  to  hear  it. 


not 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures  : — Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  Mr. 
Charles  M' Arthur,  and  Sir  James  Wood- 
house;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion :  Mr.  Round,  Mr.  Kemp,  and  Mr. 
John  Wilson  (Durham). 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee,  That  they  had  discharged  the 
following  Members  from  theStandingCom- 
mittee  on  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and 
Legal  Procedure :— Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Mr.  H.  S.  Foster,  Mr.  Flower,  and  Mr. 
Yerburgh ;  and  had  appointed  in  substi- 
tution :  The  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  Loder, 
Colonel  Milward,  and  Viscount  Cran- 
borne. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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MEMBERS   OF  LOCAL    AUTHORITIES 
RELIEF  BILL  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
•aeond  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [BUI  313.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Beer  Re 
toilers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  (Ire- 
hud)  (No.  2)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Amendment 
to  Inebriates  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
tt  An  Act  to  Amend  the  Law  relating  to 
the  Exportation  of  Arms,  Ammunition, 
and  Military  and  Naval  Stores."  Pro- 
hibition of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill 
[Lords]. 

PROHIBITION    OF   EXPORTATION    OF 
ARMS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  314.] 

QUARRIES  (RE-COMMITTED)  BILL. 
Order  for  Committee  [this  day]  read, 
and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 

EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 


THE  INDIAN  BUDGET. 
♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  :  The  statement  I  propose  to 
make  to  the  House,  as  those  acquainted 
with  the  finances  of  India  are  aware, 
covers  a  period  of  three  years,  and 
the  period  with  which  I  have  to  deal 
commences  with  April,  1898,  and  ter- 
minates in  April,  1901.  In  two  out  of 
those  three  years  a  drought  of  unparal- 
leled dimensions,  intensity  and  duration 
has  upset  the  normal  finances  of  the  year, 
and  inflicted  terrible  sufferings  on  a  large 

Ertion  of  the  population  of  India.  I  be- 
ve  the  House  takes  more  interest  in  the 
cause  of  this  abnormal  affliction  than  in 
the  ordinary  prosaic  comparisons  be- 
tween the  revenue  of  different  years. 
So  I  propose  to  devote  a  consider- 
able part  of  my  statement  to 
describing  the  extent,  progress,  and  future 
prospects  of  this  terrible  calamity.  It  is 
the  practice  in  this  country  always  to 


designate  an  affliction  of  this  kind  by  the 
word  "  famine."  But  I  do  not  think  that 
word,  although  perhaps  it  may  be  the  best 
word  in  our  language,  quite  accurately  de- 
signates the  primary  cause  of  an  affliction 
of  this  character,  and  certainly  does  not 
convey  to  those  who  read  about  famine 
all  the  consequential  evils  entailed  by 
drought.  As  the  House  is  aware,  India 
is  one  of  the  most  purely  agricultural 
countries  in  the  world.  Eighty  per  cent, 
of  the  population  are  usually  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  agriculture  in  India,  as 
elsewhere,  is  dependent  on  rain.  But 
rain  only  falls  at  certain  periods,  and 
during  the  rest  of  the  year  a  condition  of 
more  or  less  heat  prevails.  If  rain  fails 
during  the  periods  when  it  ordinarily  falls 
drought  obtains  possession  of  the  area 
not  touched  by  rain,  and  not  only  is  there 
a  lamentable  curtailment  of  food  supply 
to  those  living  in  the  localities  where 
there  is  no  rain,  but  all  means  of  earning 
wages  ceases.  It  is  very  difficult  to  bring 
home  to  those  of  us  who  live  in  a  densely 
populated  country  like  Great  Britain, 
where  occupations  are  so  diversified  and 
varied  and  independent  of  climatic  condi- 
tions, what  terrible  industrial  paralysis 
the  failure  of  the  monsoon  causes  to  those 
districts  in  India  which  are  not  adequately 
watered.  The  supply  of  food  is  almost 
the  least  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Indian  Government  have  to  contend. 
There  is  always  a  sufficiency  of  food  in 
the  great  continent  of  India,  even  in  years 
of  drought.  Owing  to  the  increase  of 
communication  and  the  development  of 
railway  enterprise  that  food  can  with 
greater  ease  be  carried  to  the  districts 
which  are  distressed.  The  real  difficulty 
is  that  of  distribution  and  the  supervision 
of  distribution.  Cattle  are  the  only 
means  of  transport  in  rural  India.  In  a 
period  of  drought  vegetation  ceases  and 
cattle  die.  The  number  of  officials  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Indian  Government 
is  limited,  and  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  organise  a  system  of  super- 
vision of  distribution  which  would  enable 
food  to  be  brought  to  the  multitudinous 
villages,  and  consequently  it  becomes 
necessary  to  take  people  from  their 
villages  and  aggregate  them  in  various 
places  where  supervision  may  be  exercised 
and  distribution  of  food  may  be  made 
effective.  Therefore  the  House  should 
bear  in  mind  that  when  a  calamity  of  this 
kind  occurs  it  is  not  merely  that  people 
are  deprived  of  their  crops,  but  all  means 
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of  earning  a  livelihood  disappear,  vegeta- 
tion ceases,  their  cattle  die,  and  to  keep 
them  alive  it  is  necessary  to  have  recourse 
to  the  dislocation  of  the  whole  system  of 
village  and  agricultural  communities  in 
India*  All  these  difficulties  the  people  in 
the  distressed  districts  have  home  with 
consummate  patience  and  resignation, 
and  T  am  glad  to  say  there  has  been  a  re- 
markable absence  of  crime  throughout  the 
great  majority  of  these  districts.  The 
House  may  perhaps  like  to  know  what 
are  the  dimensions  of  the  present  famine. 
Taking  the  most  accurate  data  we  have 
of  the  last  three  serious  droughts,  we 
find  that  in  1876  the  area  affected  was 
205,000  square  miles  and  the  population 
3fi,000,000t  In  1«96  the  area  affected  was 
275,000  square  miles  and  the  population 
52,000,000.  This  year  I  am  sorry  to  say 
the  area  affected  beats  the  record.  It  is 
i 20 , 000  square  miles  and  contains 
62,000,000  of  people,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  the  intensity  and  duration  of  the 
drought  within  that  area  is  greater  than 
in  preceding  droughts.  The  number  of 
people  on  relief  works  in  the  last  great 
drought  on  1st  January  was  636,000. 
This  year  on  1st  January  the  number  was 
2,750,000.  On  Hth  July,  in  the  last 
drought,  the  number  in  receipt  of 
relief  was  3,300,000 ;  the  number 
at  the  same  time  this  year  was 
6,100,000.  Now  if  we  dismiss*  temporarily 
from  our  minds  the  enormous  aggregate 
mass  of  suffering,  both  physical  and 
men  tab  that  this  affliction  has  imposed 
upon  the  localities  it  has  touched,  and 
look  simply  at  the  material  loss  whieh 
these  localities  have  sustained,  the 
figures  assume  most  sericus  dimensions 
It  is  very  difficult  to  get  accurate  agricul- 
tural statistics  as  regards  the  edible  crops, 
because  a  large  proportion  is  consumed  in 
the  districts  producing  them,  but  we  have 
more  accurate  statistics  relating  to  the 
great  agricultural  exports,  and  I  take 
these  as  an  illustration  of  the  loss  which 
the  country  has  sustained,  putting  on 
one  side  all  other  considerations.  The 
rheat  crop  in  a  normal  year  is  estimated 
to  amount  in  value  to  £21,000,000. 
This  year  I  am  informed  it  cannot  be 
more  than  £10,000,000.  There  is  a  loss 
in  that  one  particular  crop  of  £14, 000, 000. 
The  cotton  industry  employs  a  larger 
[lumber  of  persons  than  any  other  in- 
dustry except  agriculture.  I  mean  not 
only  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  but  also 
in  the  processes  of  manufacture,  and  the 

Lord  G.  Hamilton. 


be 
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cotton  industry  largely  depends  upon 
supply    of    raw    material   from    Indus 
sources.     The  value  of  the  cotton 
a  normal  year  is  £12,000,000.    Thi&tm 
it    cannot    be    more    than   £5 
Another  very  lucrative  crop  n  that  of  oil 
seeds*     The  average  value  of  that  c: 
not  less  than  £18,000,000.     Thk  year  it 
has  disappeared  altogether  outage  ik 
Northern   Provinces,        I   am    id 
on    reliable    authority    that    the   rwlur- 
tion   in  the  harvest   in    Bombay  i 
be  put  at  less  than   £15,000,000,  e- 
ing  the  frightful  loss  in  cattle, 
standing  these  tremendous  loasi 
is  India,  so  variable  is  its  climate,  and  » 
unfailing  is   the  law   of  conipensar 
that  which  is  to  the  detriment  of  one  pro- 
vince being  very  often  to  the  bee 
another — that  if  we  had  only  bid  to  deal 
with  one  year's  drought,  I  should,  from  the 
financial  point  of  view,  have  been  able  to 
lay  before  the  House  an  eminently  satifr 
factory  statement.    But  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  reports  of  the  last  few  days  h* 
not  been  at  all  satisfactory  as  regards  the; 
position  of  the  monsoon,  and  we  cannot 
dismiss  the  poaiibility  that  there  may  be 
a  partial  failure  of  the  monsoon  thii  y**r. 
Before   I  deal  with  the  accounts,  I  may 
perhaps  point  out  to  the  House  that 
are  now    stated   in   sterling ;    previously 
they  were  stated  m  tens  of  rupees-    In 
i,  the  time  of  the  East  India  Company  the 
j  rupee  was  converted  at  Is.  10£d.T  I 
i  1 857-58  the  exchange  value  was  altered  t 

2s.,  ;l  most  convenient  figure,  introd 
I  an  unauthorised  kind  of  decimal  coi 
I  In  the  course  of  time  the  rupe 
fell  in  value,  and  the  difference  betwoen 
the  nominal  and  the  actual  value  became 
so  great  that  it  became  necessary  to  alter 
the  form  of  the  accounts,  and  we  took  to 
stating  the  transactions  in  tens  of  rupee*. 
That  practice  continued  for  some  litti 
time,  but  as  during  the  past  two  years 
exchange  value  has  scarcely  vaied  fro: 
Is.  4d.  the  Government  in  Sepl 
last  declared  a  gold  standard  in  India, 
and  we  thought  it  a  favourable  oppor* 
!  tunity  to  state  all  transactions  in  pounds 
sterling  at  the  rate  of  15  rupees  tt> 
the  pound.  The  first  year  I  have  to  deal 
with  is  1898-99.  I  estimated  last  year  a 
surplus  of  £2,700,000  ;  the  actual  surplus 
realised  was  £2,640,000.  For  the  year 
1899-1 900  the  Finance  Minister  estimated 
a  surplus  of  £2,600,000*  He  anticipated 
a  normal  year  and  mafic  no  special  provi- 
sion for  famine.     During  the  year  a  voy 
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heavy  expenditure  has  had  to  be  incurred 
in  connection  with  the  famine,  and  very 
luge  remissions  of  revenue  have  also  had 
to  be  made.      These  in  the  aggregate 
amount  to  very  nearly  £3,500,000.     But 
the   whole  of  that    amount   is   not  an 
additional  charge  against  revenue.    Every 
year  there  is  included  in  the  expendi- 
ture a  certain  sum    which    is    allotted 
to  famine.     If  no  famine  occurs,   that 
money  is  used    either   in    constructing 
protective  famine  works,  or  in  reducing  the 
debt.     In  the  year  in  question  £730,000 
was  so  available,  and  that  has  been  used 
for  the  purpose  of  direct  famine  relief. 
Therefore  the  amount  of  additional  charge 
caused  by  the  famine  is  only  £2,631,000. 
That,  of  course,  is  a  very  large  deduction 
from  the  original  estimate,  but  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  we  have  had  certain  windfalls, 
and    certain  branches  of  revenue  show 
such  an  improvement  that  I  have  more 
than  a  corresponding  balance  to  show  on 
the  other  side.     Army  expenditure    is 
much  less  in  consequence  of  the  European 
contingent    which    has    gone    to  South 
Africa.     The  railways  have  given  a  very 
good  return,  nearly  half  a  million  in  excess 
of  the  Estimate.     Telegraphs  also  show  a 
large  increase,  and  the  gain  on  revenue 
generally  is  nearly  £1,400,000.     Adding 
to  this  reductions  in  expenditure  we  get 
a   gain    on  the  Budget  of  last  year  of 
£2,870,000,  and  putting  that  against  the 
loss  caused  by    the    famine,     the    first 
year     of     famine     expenditure,     after 
paying  all  expenses  connected  with  the 
famine,  closed  with  the  substantial  sur- 
plus of  £2,800,000.     That  put  us  in  a 
position  of  exceptional  financial  strength 
lor  dealing  with  the  famine  expenditure 
of     this    year.      When,    therefore,  Mr. 
Dawkins  had  to  balance  the  expenditure 
and  the  income  for  the  year,  he  estimated 
that  he  might  safely  rely  upon  a  normal 
monsoon  for  this  year,  a  monsoon  which 
would  be  adequate  in  its  volume  and 
effective  in  its  distribution.     Inasmuch  as 
it  was  the  west  of  India  that  was  affected 
by  this  drought,  parts  which  had  not  for 
a  century  known  lack  of  rain,  his  estimate 
seemed  to  be  a  prudent  one,  and  one 
upon  which  we  thought  we  might  safely 
rely.     But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  during 
the  past  ten  days  the  accounts  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  monsoon  have  not  been 
at  all  satisfactory,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
we     must    contemplate    a     very    con- 
siderable   expenditure  over   and  above 
that    which    the    Indian    Government 


estimated  in  March  last.  For  this 
year,  after  all  the  expenditure  and  all  the 
loss  of  revenue  inflicted  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  by  drought,  they  thought 
they  might  rely  on  a  surplus  of  £160,000. 
About  eight  days  ago  I  got  the  revised 
account.  The  monsoon  had  then  broken 
well,  and  the  Indian  Government  thought 
t  would  not  be  necessary  to  make  any 
much  larger  provision  than  they  included 
in  the  original  estimate,  and  they  in- 
formed me  that  they  thought  the  surplus 
for  this  year  would  be  about  £50,000. 
Now  the  monsoon  was  very  late  this  year. 
In  recent  years  the  Meteorological  Depart- 
ment have  established  a  direct  connection 
between  the  fall  of  rain  in  India  and  the 
height  of  the  Nile  flood  in  Egypt.  For 
the  last  twenty  years,  when  there  has 
been  a  failure  of  rain  in  India,  the  Nile 
flood  has  been  low.  Last  year  the  flood  was 
one  of  the  lowest  on  record,  and  the  failure 
of  the  monsoon  was  exceptionally  bad. 
This  year  the  Nile  flood  was  normal,  and 
that  inspires  the  hope  that  ultimately  the 
monsoon  will  fulfil  its  normal  course.  But 
on  Tuesday  night  I  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Viceroy  in  which  he  stated  that 
after  consulting  with  the  Finance  Depart- 
ment, he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for  an 
additional  £1,200,000  for  famine  relief 
and  the  remission  of  land  revenues.  So 
that,  instead  of  a  surplus  of  £160,000,  a 
deficit  of  £826,000  is  now  contemplated. 
I  will  read  a  telegram  from  the  Viceroy, 
which  states  the  facts  upon  which  this 
estimate  of  increased  expenditure  is  based. 
It  is  dated  Simla,  25th  July,  9  a.m. — 

"  Since  my  famine  telegram  to  you  of  20th 
July,  conditions  have  chanced  decidedly  for 
worse.  No  rain  has  since  fallen  in  the  Punjab, 
Sind,  or  Gujerat ;  insignificant  rain  in  North 
Western  Provinces,  Bombay,  Deccan,  and 
Raj  pu  tan  a.  On  West  Coast  ordinary  mon- 
soon current  has  failed,  and  there  are  no  pre- 
sent indications  of  revival.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  impossible  that  we  may  be  faced,  at  any 
rate  in  Gujerat,  Kathiawar,  Baroda,  ana 
South- West  Rajputana,  with  a  far  more 
serious  situation  than  has  yet  arisen,  while 
should  monsoon  continue  to  hold  off  a  large 
part  of  India  may  be  in  for  a  second  consecu- 
tive year  of  famine." 

Then  Lord  Curzon,  with  his  character- 
istic vigour,  adds — 

"I  am  going  down  myself  on  Monday  to 
Gujerat  to  spend  a  week  in  the  distressed 
districts  and  personally  inspect  the  state  of 
affairs." 

The  Viceroy  and  Lord  Northcote  will 
consult  together,  and  before  the  end  of 
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the  week  we  shall  no  doubt  have  a 
further  report  of  the  state  of  affairs.  I 
have  now  a  telegram  from  the  Governor 
of  Bombay  of  the  same  date  as  the 
Viceroy's  telegram,  but  despatched  at 
4.15  p.m.  As  he  is  much  nearer  to  the 
distressed  area,  we  may  assume  that  this 
telegram  is  some  twenty-four  hours  later 
than  Lord  Curzon's — 

"Your  telegram,  21st  July.  Rainfall  has 
been  generally  sufficient  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses in  Surat  and  Southern  Gujerat  States. 
Some  rain  has  fallen  in  part  of  Broach,  where 
cotton  sowing*  being  actively  prosecuted  ;  but 
more  rain  is  urgently  required  in  Kaira,  Abme- 
dabad,  Punch  Mahals.  Kain  not  sufficient  for 
agricultural  purposes  except  in  a  few  places. 
Two-and-a-half  inches  of  rain  have  fallen 
since  yesterday,  Godhra,  Panch  Mahals ;  one 
in  several  parts  Ahmedabad  ;  over  half  an 
inch  in  parts  Kaira;  rain  sufficient  in  parts 
Baroda,  adjoining  Surat ;  no  rain  anywhere  in 
Okhamandal  division,  Baroda;  rainfall  to 
date  insufficient  in  the  remainder  of  Baroda, 
where  extensive  failure  of  crops  inevitable 
unless  good  rain  falls  in  a  few  days." 

The  area  most   severely    threatened    is 
a  part   of  Bombay   known  as  Gujerat, 
the  richest  and  most  fertile  of  the  pro- 
vinces  of  Western  India,   and   for    100 
years  it  has  not  known  what  drought  is. 
It  is  a  great  cattle-breeding  district  and 
a  country  where  the  people  to   a  large 
extent  live  upon  a  milk  diet.     We  have 
in   that   part  of  the  country  only  four 
small   collectorships,    and  these  are  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  administer,  because 
they  are  inhabited  by  a  great  number  of 
the  non- Aryan  aboriginal  tribes,  who  are 
not  easy  to  manage  in  times  of  drought. 
They   are   surrounded   by    native   terri- 
tories, which  have  not  the  same  supplies  I 
and  efficiency  of  administration  as  in  our  \ 
territories,   and  they    are  liable    to  be  I 
flooded  with  fugitives  from  the  distressed  | 
native  territories.      There  are  four  dis-  ( 
tricts,  and  in  the  first  rain  has  fallen  ;  in  . 
the  others  rain  is  required.  The  Governor  ' 
of     Bombay's     telegram     proceeds      as  [ 
follows  —  I 

"  No  rain  worth  mentioning  has  fallen  in  any  ' 
of  the  districts  of  Kathiawar,  excepting  small  \ 
area  south-east,  where  also  more  rain  is  1 
urgently  needed.  Cultivation  at  a  standstill  , 
for  want  of  rain  in  almost  the  whole  province,  j 
No  signs  of  rain.  Season  is  far  advanced  for  ; 
sowing  jowar  staple  cereal,  but  bajri  can  be  ( 
still  mostly  substituted  for  jowar.  Still  time  i 
for  cotton.  Cattle  dying  from  starvation,  i 
Scarcity  of  water  increasing  day  by  day."         I 

This  refers  to  the  northern  portion  j 
of  Gujerat,  which  has  suffered  excep- : 
tionally,  and   where   the  death-rate   for  i 

Lord  G.  Hdmlton. 


June  has  increased  by  nearly  one- 
half  over  the  death-rate  for  May. 
As  regards  ways  and  means,  I  propose 
to  raise  a  loan  of  £3,000,000.  For  some 
time  past  1  have  made  arrangements 
for  inviting  applications,  and  these  will  be 
asked  for  on  Friday  next.  It  will  be  part  of 
the  unexpended  balance  of  the  borrowing 

r)wers  which  I  obtained  three  years  ago. 
assumed  at  that  time  that  the  greater 
portion  of  it  would  be  spent  in  the  next 
two  years  ;  but  our  finances  have  been  so 
good  that  I  have  still  £9,000,000  unex- 
pended. After  consultation  with  my 
advisers,  I  am  of  opinion  that  I  shall  be 
able,  with  that  and  other  resources,  to 
meet  any  demands  which  the  Viceroy  or 
the  Government  of  Bombay  may  make 
between  now  and  the  end  of  October. 
even  assuming  that  the  rainfall  this  year 
is  a  partial  failure.  If  the  rains  are 
propitious  the  loan  will  cover  the  re- 
quirements for  the  whole  financial  year. 
But,  of  course,  there  may  be  difficulties. 
We  may  not  be  able  to  make  available 
our  existing  credit ;  and  in  that  case  we 
shall  appeal  unhesitatingly  to  the  British 
Treasury.  I  have  always  held  that  where 
life  can  be  saved  by  expenditure  the  whole 
financial  resources  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment must  be  utilised  ;  and  that  if,  owing 
to  untoward  circumstances,  we  are  unable 
to  utilise  our  credit,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  in  that  case  come  to  her 


assistance. 


Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) : 
be  a  free  grant  1 


Will  that 


*Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  hon. 
Member  must  not  anticipate.  In  dealing 
with  the  complicated  conditions  of  this 
famine  it  is  impossible  for  me  now  to 
anticipate  the  exact  shape  which  that 
assistance  ought  to  take.  My  hon.  friend 
is  under  the  impression  that  the  Indian 
Government  have  been  somewhat  cur- 
tailed in  their  expenditure  by  desire  for 
economy.  I  have  had  a  table  prepared  of 
the  total  amount  which  the  famine  has  cost 
India,  and  of  the  ways  and  means 
which  we  have,  without  any  financial  em- 
barrassment, been  able  to  apply  to  meet 
this  exceptional  expenditure.  There  has 
been  spent,  or  provision  has  been  made 
for  spending,  £6,190,000  in  direct  relief. 
Remission  of  land  revenue  and  other  re 
ductions  amount  to  £3,473,000.  Loans  to- 
Native  States  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the    famine     have     been     £2,347,000; 
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and  advances  to  individuals  have 
•mounted  to  £1,098,000.  That  is  an 
aggregate  disbursement  on  the  part  of 
the  Indian  Government  of  upwards  of 
£13,100,000  sterling  in  two  year3.  No- 
body who  realises  the  magnitude  of  these 
flgores  can  say — as  has  been  said  in  some 
quarters — that  there  has  been  an  attempt 
to  run  this  famine  on  the  cheap.  No 
demand  of  the  Government  of  India  or  of 
Bombay  has  been  refused  ;  we  have  com- 
plied with  every  requisition,  and  shall 
continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  the  object  is 
the  saving  of  life.  Let  us  see  how  far 
success  or  failure  has  attended  our  efforts. 
A  Tory  considerable  portion  of  the  area 
now  affected  by  drought  was  similarly 
affected  three  years  ago ;  and  any  one  who 
did  not  very  carefully  study  the  conse- 

r races  and  effects  of  the  Indian 
ught  and  famine  would  naturally 
suppose  that  the  mortality  would  be 
timer  in  the  districts  which  had  been 
twice  affected  than  in  the  districts 
affected  for  the  first  time.  But, 
curiously  enough,  exactly  the  reverse  is 
the  case.  In  1897  the  Central  Provinces, 
which  suffered  for  the  first  time,  were 
terribly  afflicted  by  scarcity,  and  there 
was  a  heavy  mortality.  This  year  they 
have  been  even  harder  hit,  and  there  is  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  people  on  relief 
works.  But,  except  for  those  districts 
where  epidemics  nave  broken  out,  the 
mortality  has  been  low.  The  conclusion 
at  which  I  have  arrived  from  a  careful 
study  of  the  famine  of  1896-97,  and  from 
my  previous  experience  of  the  famine  of 
1874,  is  that  the  first  essential  of  success- 
ful famine  administration  is  to  get  the 
people  to  come  in  early  to  the  relief  works, 
when  they  are  still  in  good  physical  con- 
dition. If  that  is  done,  then  it  is  easy 
enough ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  from 
various  reasons,  the  people  will  not  come 
on  the  relief  works  until  the  last  stage  of 
exhaustion  and  inanition,  their  vitality  is 
so  low  that  it  is  almost  beyond  the  powers 
of  the  authorities  to  revive  them.  They 
brine  with  them  the  germs  of  disease, 
which  they  communicate  to  healthy 
persons  who  are  engaged  on  these  works. 
Almost  all  the  criticisms  which  have  been 
hostile  to  the  administration  of  famine 
relief  have  been  devoted  to  the  conduct 
of  famine  affairs  in  the  province  of 
Gujerat,  which  has  not  been  afflicted  by 
famine  or  drought  for  nearly  a  hundred 
years.  The  mortality  in  Gujerat  has  been 
exceptionally  high.    It  has  been  a  source 


of  the  greatest  solicitude  to  myself, 
Lord  Northcote,  and  the  Viceroy.  I 
have  been  in  almost  daily  communication 
with  them  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  put  your  finger  on  any 
mistake  or  error  which  has  been  made. 
The  expenditure  per  unit  there  on  relief 
is  higher  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Bombay.  The  works  there  are  more 
numerous,  and  the  number  of  additional 
officers  drafted  there  is  higher  than  in  any 
other  part  of  Bombay.  The  collection  of 
the  land  revenue  has  been  almost  infini- 
tesimal. Undoubtedly  the  result,  so  far 
as  mortality  is  concerned,  is  not  satis- 
factory, tn  the  past  whenever  famine 
operations  are  over  it  has  been  the 
practice  to  appoint  a  commission  of 
inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating the  various  methods  adopted. 
We  shall  have  recourse  to  this  procedure 
when  this  famine  is  over,  and  I  hope  that 
the  collection  of  facts  and  the  expression 
of  opinions  may  be  of  use  to  the  officials 
of  the  locality  in  dealing  with  subsequent 
outbreaks.  But  the  difficulties  vhich 
the  local  officers  have  to  contend 
with  are  enormous  and  almost  inde- 
scribable. I  saw  a  report  of  the 
origin  of  the  terrible  outbreak  of  Asiatic 
cholera  which  suddenly  occurred  at  the 
capital  of  one  of  the  provinces.  An 
American  gentleman,  the  editor  of  a  news- 
paper, published  an  account  of  what  he 
saw  in  the  Times  of  India.  For  many 
years  he  had  devoted  himself  to  charitable 
work,  and  he  was  a  very  competent 
authority  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the 
enormous  difficulties  which  the  relief 
officers  have  from  time  to  time  to  cope 
with.  There  was  great  distress  in  the 
native  States,  and  it  was  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  some  works  of  a  certain  size 
should  be  put  up  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
employment.  In  the  middle  of  April 
a  large  tank  work  was  opened  in 
Grodhra  to  meet  the  case  of  thousands  of 
starving  people  from  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts outside  our  own  administration. 
Here  is  the  account  which  appeared  in 
the  Times  of  India,  and  perhaps  the  House 
will  excuse  me  reading  it,  but  I  do  so 
because  it  will  enable  hon.  Members 
more  fully  to  appreciate  the  almost  in- 
superable difficulties  which  these  officers 
had  to  contend  with — 

"The  story  of  the  cholera  outbreak  in 
Godhra  is  ancient  history,  but  it  is  worth  re- 
telling. In  the  middle  of  April  the  big 
Kauelao  tank  work  was  opened  in  the  im- 
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mediate  vicinity  of  Godhra  town  to  meet  the 
case  of  the  thousands  of  starving  people  flock- 
ing in  from  the  outlying  districts.  The  rush 
to  this  upset  all  calculations,  and  by  the  20th 
of  the  month  over  11,000  were  crowded  on  to  a 
work  intended  for  only  half  that  number. 
The  administrative  machinery  broke  down 
under  the  strain.  .  .  .  The  people  came  hun- 
gry and  resourceless ;  and  hungry  and  resource- 
less  they  had  to  remain.  .  .  .  The  receding 
waters  of  the  tank  confined  within  a  limited 
space  an  enormous  number  of  fish,  and,  de- 
prived of  other  food,  the  starving  people  threw 
themselves  upon  this  unwholesome  diet  and 
washed  it  down  with  the  foul  and  putrid  fluid 
in  the  tank.  A  great  rise  in  the  mortality 
gave  rise  to  suspicions  of  cholera,  and  on  the 
20th  one  case  was  detected.  On  the  21st  there 
was  a  lull ;  on  the  22nd  the  storm  broke,  and 
200  dead  bodies  lay  about  the  camp.  The 
ensuing  panic  was  indescribable.  The  people 
gathered  up  their  loins  and  fled  from  the  un- 
seen terror." 

It  is  a  sad  tragedy,  but  no  one  can  blame 
the  officers  on  the  spot  for  not  accurately 
forecasting  the  actual  number  of  persons 
who  flocked  in  from  territories  not  our 
own.  Although  there  was  a  terrible  mor- 
tality among  those  receiving  relief,  it  was 
not  confined  to  them — 

"  The  wife  of  Mr.  Cooper,  the  superintendent 
of  the  work,  was  struck  down,  and  since  then 
both  Mr.  Cooper  and  his  little  child  have 
fallen  victims  to  the  disease." 

It  is  a  sad  incident,  only  typical,  however, 
of  what  was  going  on  in  other  districts. 
All  over  the  distressed  districts  our  officers 
are  combating  these  great  evils  with  the 
greatest  courage,  success,  and  patience. 
In  proportion  to  their  numbers  many  have 
fallen  victims  to  death  uncomplainingly, 
believing  that  their  work  was  appre- 
ciated by  those  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact,  and  quite  confident  that  their 
fellow-countrymen  at  home  will  not  be 
harsh  or  unfair  critics  of  their  action.  Of 
all  the  men  who  visited  those  works  no 
one  was  so  competent  to  express  an 
opinion  as  Dr.  Klopsch,  the  American 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded. 
After  a  visit  to  those  works  he  wrote  a 
final  letter  to  the  newspapers,  in  which 
he  gave  expression  to  these  views — 

"  The  more  I  see  of  the  stupendous  Govern- 
ment relief  undertaking,  the  less  I  feel  com- 
petent to  criticise.  With  the  limited  number 
of  intelligent  workers  at  the  Government's 
disposal  it  is  a  marvel  that  so  much  is  being 
accomplished,  and  on  the  whole  so  well  done." 

It  has  been  pointed  out  by  hon.  Members 
that  in  their  judgment  my  action  is  in- 
consistent, inasmuch  as  I  appealed  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  the  public  for  funds  to 
combat  the  famine,  but  at  the  same  time 

Lord  G.  Hamilton. 


I  have  not  asked  the  Imperial  Treasury 
to  give  a  grant  for  that  purpose.     Hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  not  given  a  close 
study  to  the  principles  of  famine  adminis- 
tration in   India  say  that  the    fact  of 
appealing  to  the  public  shows  that  the 
task  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  that  if   this  is  the  case  we 
should  frankly  say  so  and  come  for  aid  to 
the  Imperial  Government.     Those  criti- 
cisms  imply  a  very  limited    knowledge 
of  the  methods  and  the  machinery  which 
we  employ  in  connection    with  famine 
administration.      Many  years  ago,  when 
the  organisation  was  not  systematised  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  famine,  money 
was  subscribed  by  the  public.    Practically 
it  was  applied  to  the  same  objects  as 
Government     disbursements,,     and    the 
result  was  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
overlapping,  and  distress  did  not  get  the 
full  benefit    of    the  money   which  was 
raised  for  relief.     In  1878  the  celebrated 
Famine  Commission   was   appointed,  of 
which  Sir  Richard  Strachev  was  chairman. 
It  had  one  of  the  most  difficult  adminis- 
trative tasks  which  was  ever  laid  before 
I  any  body  of  men.     There  is  no  penna- 
I  nent  poor  law  in  India  at  all ;  it  does  not 
exist.      But  India  is  subject  to  periodical 
visitations  that  contract  and  expand  with 
exraordinary    rapidity.       At    one   time 
drought  may  cause  temporary  distress ;  a 
few  weeks  afterwards  it  may  sweep  the 
whole  province  and  deprive  the  people  of 
|  the  means  of  obtaining  food.     What  that 
i  Commission  had  to  do  was  to  improvise  a 
|  system  of    poor  relief  so  thorough  and 
i  elastic  that  it  could  be  applied  to  all 
1  these  various  phases  of    famine.    They 
1  laid    down    elaborate     regulations    the 
!  principal  of  which  was  that  the  Govern- 
1  ment  of  India  took  upon  itself  the  oblin- 
tion  of  finding  food  for  all  and  work  for 
I  those  who  were  unable  to  obtain  it,  and  to 
i  supplement     this    system    of    relief  by 
I  kitchen  poor-houses    and    hospitals.    In 
|  fact,  they  were  to  take  upon  themselves 
i  as  regards  relieving  distress  a  higher  and 
1  wider  obligation  than  was    ever  under 
:  taken   by    any  civilised  Government  in 
Europe.    If  the  Government  of  India  took 
all  these  duties  on  itself,  was  there  any 
sphere  of  action  for  private  charity  anil 
benevolence  1    The  Commission  emphati- 
cally replied  in  the  affirmative ;  but  they 
said  that  if  an  appeal  is  made  to  the 
public  that  appeal  must  be  an  authorised 
appeal  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Viceroy,  and  it  must  be  arranged  that 
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every  one  subscribing  will  see  that  the 
money  he  gives  is  not  in  deduction  of  the 
Government  aid,  but  in  addition  to  it, 
and  that  the  work  of  private  charity 
ahall  be  in  clearly  defined  spheres  of 
action,  separate  and  distinct,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  that  which  the  Government  under- 
takes. It  is  on  that  ground  alone  I 
appealed  to  the  public,  and  not  because 
we  were  unable  to  fulfil  all  the  obligations 
we  had  undertaken  of  ourselves.  It 
was  because  I  wanted  charity  and  bene- 
volence to  co-operate  with  us  in  that 
work  that  I  appealed  to  the  public,  for  in 
Qvery  country  in  the  world  such  work  is 
done  by  philanthropic  co-operation.  The 
object  for  which  this  money  is  asked  is 
not  work  which  the  Government  can 
undertake.  There  are  four  objects. 
First,  to  supplement  the  dole  or  the 
ration  which  the  Government  gives  by 
special  comforts  in  the  shape  of  clothing 
or  food.  This  is  a  work  of  discrimination, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  the  Government 
in  the  case  of  the  enormous  number  of 
persons  who  come  on  the  relief  works 
to  attempt  that  individual  discrimination. 
The  second  object  is  to  try  and  get 
together  committees  of  all  religious 
denominations,  and  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  these  committees  to  get  at  the 
people  who  from  caste  and  other  reasons 
decline  to  participate  in  any  system 
of  public  relief.     The  third  object  is  to 

Eve  special  attention  to  orphans,  and  the 
st  is  to  make  advances  to  the  cultivators 
of  the  soil  to  enable  them  to  commence 
agricultural  operations  again.  That  last 
burden  we  have  put  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  Indian  Government,  because  it  seemed 
to  us  to  be  a  proper  and  legitimate 
function  for  them  to  discharge,  and  we 
have  practically,  during  the  past  year, 
devoted  something  Tike  £1,100,000 
to  that  purpose,  relieving  to  that 
extent  the  charitable  funds,  and  conse- 
quently enabling  them  to  devote  their 
attention  exclusively  to  other  objects. 
It  is  said  that  after  all  Indian  Govern- 
ment aids  and  disbursements  are  regulated 
by  the  state  of  their  finances,  that  India 
is  poor,  and  that  her  poverty  regu- 
lates the  expenditure  on  famine,  but 
what  really  regulates  famine  expendi- 
ture in  India  is  the  Famine  Code. 
That  Code  makes  provision  for  every 
conceivable  contingency,  and  the  two 
extreme  principles  upon  which  it 
is  founded  and  which  regulate  its 
action  are  on  the  one  hand  that  monev 


should  not  be  wasted,  and  that  relief 
should  be  given  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
prevent  the  people  going  back  to  their 
normal  occupations,  and  the  second 
principle  that- wherever  life  can  be  saved 
by  expenditure  there  expenditure  is  to. 
be  incurred.  As  far  as  the  relief  of 
famine  in  India  is  concerned,  the  whole 
financial  resources,  the  whole  administra- 
tive machinery,  are  at  the  disposal  of 
those  who  are  combating  this  terrible  evil, 
and  it  is  only  in  the  event  of  our  being 
unable  to  give  effect  to  the  regulations 
which  we  have  deliberately  laid  down 
that  we  shall  appeal  for  help  or  assistance 
elsewhere.  May  I  just  say  a  word  to- 
many  hon.  friends  on  both  sides  who, 
actuated  by  the  most  philanthropic 
motives,  are  desirous  that  the  Imperial 
Government  should,  as  an  indication  of 
sympathy  and  having  regard  to  the  safety 
of  the  people  of  India,  contribute  a  large 
sum  from  the  Imperial  finances  to  help 
the  Indian  Government  in  their  task  ?  I 
quite  admit  that  conditions  may  arise 
under  which  we  may  be  brought  face  to 
face  with  facts  which  would  necessitate 
such  assistance  on  a  large  scale,  but  I  for 
one  have  been  brought  up  to  believe  that 
if  you  want  to  encourage  effective  economy 
in  India,  if  you  want  to  ensure  financial 
reform,  one  of  the  primary  conditions  is 
that  you  must  make  Indian  finance  as  far 
as  possible  independent  and  self-support- 
ing. We  live  in  a  time  when  public 
expenditure  is  the  fashion.  There  seems 
to  be  no  class  of  expenditure  to  which  a 
large  portion  of  Members  of  the  House 
are  not  ready  to  give  their  assent,  and  it 
is  a  very  hard  task  when  there  is  this 
craving  for  expenditure  for  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  England,  with  the 
taxpayer  at  his  back,  to  stop  this 
growth  of  expenditure  and  to  prevent 
it  advancing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
There  is  no  more  unpopular  and 
unpleasant  task  which  any  man  can  under- 
take than  that  of  checking  the  demands 
so  constantly  falling  upon  him.  In 
India  there  is  just  the  same  pressure; 
but  if  the  Minister  of  Finance  in  India  is 
consistent  in  trying  to  keep  down  expendi- 
ture, because  he  knows  he  must  balance 
his  income  and  expenditure,  it  is  his  duty 
to  establish  an  equilibrium  between  the 
income  and  the  disbursements  of  the 
Indian  Government.  It  is  nearly  twenty- 
seven  years  ago  since  I  first  went  to 
the  India  Office  as  Under-Secretary 
of    State.      My    chief,    who    was    the: 
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Financial  Secretary  at  the  India  Office, 
was  one  of  the  ablest  officials  in  the 
public  service.  We  soon  became  friends, 
and  we  agreed  on  this,  that  the  only  hope 
of  effective  economy,  the  only  hope  of  im- 
proving the  financial  system,  was  to  make 
India  independent  and  self-supporting. 
What  inducement  would  the  Finance 
Minister  in  India  have  to  endeavour  year 
after  year  to  balance  income  and  expendi- 
ture if  he  knew  that  there  were  a  large 
number  of  Members  in  this  House  who 
were  prepared  to  press  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  give  a  large  contribution 
to  Indian  finances.  Therefore,  if  I  have 
objected  to  and  opposed  premature  pro- 
posals to  the  Imperial  Exchequer  it  is  not 
because  I  have  not  sympathy  with  the 
sufferings  of  the  Indian  people,  but  be- 
cause I  believe  the  course  I  have  adopted 
is  for  the  truest  well-being  of  India.  I 
feel  that  a  sound  system  of  finance  is  a 
convertible  term  for  the  improvement 
of  the  material  and  industrial  products  of 
the  country.  I  believe  that  as  soon  as 
this  cloud  passes  we  shall  be  able  to  make 
considerable  remissions  of  taxation  and 
so  to  improve  and  ameliorate  the 
general  condition  of  the  taxpayers. 
But  I  admit  that  this  policy  must  be  con- 
ditional upon  the  establishment  between 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  and  the  Indian 
Exchequer  of  an  absolutely  just  principle 
as  regards  the  apportionment  of  the  charges 
in  which  the  two  Exchequers  have  a 
•common  interest,  and  that  naturally 
brings  me  to  the  very  elaborate  Report, 
•delivered  after  years  of  investigation, 
which  Lord  Welby's  Commission  have 
•drawn  up.  In  this  House  it  is  the  fashion 
with  a  good  many  of  my  friends  on  both 
sides  to  accuse  the  representative  of  the 
India  Office  with  taking  an  optimistic 
•view  of  Indian  finance.  My  facts  and 
my  figures  are  not  the  result  of  mere 
•official  optimism.  We  had  a  Commission 
•consisting  of  men  of  the  highest  authority, 
who  have  spent  their  whole  lives  in  ex- 
amining questions  of  finance,  and  some  of 
whom  have  been  intimately  associated 
with  the  Treasury  here.  What  are  their 
main  statements  ?  They  say  first  that 
the  financial  machinery  of  the  Indian 
Government  is  well  organised  and  effec- 
tively controlled.  Then  they  go  on  to 
say  that  though  the  growth  of  expendi- 
ture has  exceeded  the  normal  growth  of 
revenue,  this  was  mainly  due  to  the  in- 
•croased  cost  of  exchange  due  to  the  fall 
in  value  of  the  rupee,  and  that,  except 
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for  this  fall,  a  considerable  reduction  of 
taxation  might  have  been  looked  for. 
They  further  say  that  during  the 
past  forty  years  the  unproductive  debt 
of  India  had  been  reduced  25  per 
cent.,  that  the  commercial  services, 
the  telegraphs  and  post-offices,  were 
worked  at  a  considerable  profit,  and  that 
the  railway  and  irrigation  works,  with 
their  far-reaching  benefits,  entail  but  a 
very  slight  cost.  And  lastly  they  say 
that  the  apportionment  of  charge  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  India  as  regards 
matters  in  which  they  have  a  common 
interest  has  on  the  whole  been  equitable 
and  fair.  If,  then,  we  take  a  more 
sanguine  view  than  our  critics,  it  is  be- 
cause we  have  our  hand  on  the  puke  of 
Indian  finance.  We  know  its  vitality, 
and  we  are  not  unconscious  of  its  weak- 
ness ;  but,  as  the  Commissioners  point 
out,  if  we  can  stop  this  fall  in  exchange, 
if  we  can  in  any  way  ensure  anything 
like  stability  in  exchange,  I  am  perfectly 
positive  it  will  be  possible  in  future  to 
make  considerable  reductions  in  taxation. 
Not  only  so,  but  you  would  offer  the 
strongest  inducements  to  capitalists  in 
this  country  to  make  investments  in  India. 
It  is  often  assumed  in  connection  with 
this  question  of  exchange  that  we  have 
adopted  a  currency  policy  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals.  That  was  not  the 
opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  question  of  exchange  is  indeed 
the  key  of  the  situation.  If  we  can  keep 
up  present  prices  we  not  only  hope  to 
reduce  taxation  in  India,  but  also  to  offer 
inducements  to  capitalists  to  invest  in 
that  country,  thereby  assisting  its  re- 
sources. The  Commission  suggests  prac- 
tically that  a  certain  sum  should  be  trans- 
ferred from  one  Treasury  to  the  other ; 
and  they  assume  that  if  this  sum  is  so 
transferred,  the  arrangements  between 
the  two  Governments  will  in  future  be 
practically  equitable.  Taking  the  pro- 
posals in  their  entirety,  the  amount  which 
they  propose  should  be  transferred,  and 
charged  from  one  Treasury  to  the  other,  is 
£257,000.  I  have  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  various  Departments  con- 
cerned, and  with  Lord  Curzon.  The 
Government  wish  to  give  the  most  favour- 
able consideration  to  these  proposals,  and 
we  hope  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  we  shall  be  able  to  make  arrange- 
ments whereby  a  sum  of  £250,000,  or 
thereabouts,  shall  be  transferred  as  sug- 
gested, and  India  to  that  extent  will  be 
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myself  by  saying  that  I  do  not  neces- 
bind    myself    to  accept    all    the 
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MtaileCL  proposals  of  the  Commissioners. 
[kaataraUy  pass  on  from  Lord  Welby's 
Commission  to  the  work  we  have  done 

^ the  past  year  in  connection  with 

tor  object  of  establishing  a  gold  standard 
sjsooiitml  with  a  limited  gold  currency. 
What  did  the  experts  tell  us  ?  We 
always  like  to  consult  experts.  I  think 
it  18  often  pleasant  to  hear  them  talk ; 
kit  the  real  satisfaction  is  when 
a  number  of  experts  have  irre- 
trievably committed  themselves  to  a 
proposition  which  subsequent  events 
•how  to  be  wholly  and  utterly  false. 
The  experts  on  this  occasion  who  were 
opposed  to  our  policy  all  told  us  that  we 
Wght  be  able  to  establish  a  gold  standard 
by  proclamation  in  India,  but  as  to 
associating  with  that  a  gold  currency  or 
getting  any  amount  of  gold  flowing  into 
India  it  was  an  absurdity.  The  gold, 
they  said,  would  gradually  filter  back  by 
process  of  exchange  or  trade.  It  was 
absurd,  so  they  alleged,  to  think  that  any 
eensible  person  would  take  to  India  gold 
which  had  an  even  exchange  in  value  all 
over  the  world  in  order  to  exchange  it 
lor  rupees  whose  monetary  value  de- 
creased 40  per  cent,  when  taken  outside 
India.  The  famine,  to  which  I  have  so 
frequently  alluded,  caused  a  great  falling 
off  in  the  export  trade  of  India ;  war 
broke  out  in  the  Transvaal,  the  world  was 
deprived  of  its  largest  source  of  gold 
supply,  and  in  consequence  of  the  war 
expenditure  the  price  of  money  rose.  I 
do  not  think  I  am  exaggerating  when  I 
say  that  if  the  Committee  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  chairman 
could  have  foreseen  that  in  the  first  year 
after  they  concluded  their  report  condi- 
tions so  unfavourable  to  the  realisation  of 
a  gold  standard  and  currency  in  India 
would  have  existed,  they  would  not 
have  wanted  action  to  be  taken  until 
a  normal  state  of  things  had  been  re- 
established. Yet,  notwithstanding  this 
rare  combination  of  influences  against  us 
during  the  past  year,  so  far  from  gold  not 
going  to  India  there  has  been  a  super- 
abundance of  gold  there.  I  do  not  like  to 
trouble  the  House  needlessly  with  figures, 
but  this  is  really  so  interesting  a  matter 
that  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  read  a 
few.  There  is  a  very  large  note  circula- 
tion in  India,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  this .  note  circulation  is    covered   by 
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Government  securities,  the  remainder  by 
coined  metal,  either  rupees  or  gold.  The 
rupee  is  valued  in  exchange  at  Is.  4d.,  or 
at  the  rate  of  15  rupees  to  the  sovereign. 
In  January,  1899,  the  note  issues  secured 
by  metal  were  15  crores  67  lakhs;  against 
that  was  held  silver,  15  crores  19  lakhs  ; 
gold,  48  lakhs.  In  October  silver  had 
fallen  to  1 2  crores  36  lakhs,  and  gold  had 
risen  to  nearly  5£  crores.  In  January 
this  year  silver  had  fallen  to  6  crores 
78  lakhs,  and  gold  had  risen  to  about 
10  J  crores.  At  the  end  of  May, 
of  the  notes  for  18  J  crores  secured 
by  metal,  only  4J  crores  were  re- 
presented by  silver ;  14£  representing 
gold.  We  were  in  consequence  obliged 
to  buy  silver  and  coin  it  to  exchange  it 
for  gold.  We  have  been  compelled  to 
buy  £1,900,000  of  silver,  sufficient  to  coir 
440  lakhs.  About  1,689  lakhs  of  rupees, 
or  £11,200,000,  have  been  added  to  the 
rupee  circulation  since  1st  April,  1899. 
I  think  we  shall  have  to  watch  very  closely 
this  addition  to  the  currency,  but  still  I 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
singular  success  which  has  attended  its 
recommendations.  We  have  got  over 
the  initial  difficulty  of  the  currency 
reform,  and  I  hope  that  with  the 
exercise  of  patience  and  vigilance 
we  shall  in  measurable  time  have  accom- 
plished the  objects  we  have  in  vie  a-.  Sir 
£.  Law  reports  that  there  was  a  large 
profit  on  the  coinage  of  the  silver,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commission,  he  proposes  to  appropriate 
that  to  a  special  reserve  fund  which  will 
facilitate  our  currency  operations.  I  am 
afraid  I  have  detained  the  House  a 
long  time,  but  there  are  a  great  many 
Amendments  on  the  Notice  Paper,  and  no 
doubt  I  shall  be  able  to  deal  in  reply  to 
them  with  various  other  subjects  of  in- 
terest. There  is  only  one  other  item  of 
expenditure  on  which  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two — Army  expenditure.  The 
cost  of  military  equipment  seems  to  me 
to  have  almost  escaped  the  control  of 
the  different  Governments  of  the 
civilised  world.  I  often  wonder  whether . 
the  great  military  Powers  when  they 
forced  all  the  men  of  their  nations  into 
arms  foresaw  the  result  which  would 
follow.  The  result  has  been  that  there 
has  been  such  a  demand  for  the  manu- 
facture of  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
that  their  manufacture  has  become  a 
most  profitable  undertaking.     In  the  old 
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days  Governments  for  the  most  part 
manufactured  their  own  arms  and  muni- 
tions; now  there  are  great  syndicates 
for  the  purpose  controlled  by  men  of 
the  highest  scientific  attainments  and 
genius,  great  chemists,  great  financiers. 
All  the  modern  processes  of  production 
and  industrial  organisation  are  combined 
for  the  purpose  of  making  more  deadly 
weapons  with  which  men  may  kill  one 
another.  The  whole  resources  of  civilisa- 
tion are  ransacked  to  obtain  more  and 
more  effective  weapons  of  warfare.  The 
result  is  that  the  improvement*  AM  10 
great  that  it  almost  involves  a  change 
every  decade.  No  Government  can 
stand  aside  and  allow  its  army  to  be 
armed  with  weapons  which  are  a  few 
years  old.  To  such  an  extent  is  the 
manufacture  of  arms  pushed  that  it 
has  destroyed  the  difference  which  used 
to  exist  between  the  barbarous  and  semi- 
barbarous  and  the  civilised  Powers,  The 
civilised  Powers  used  to  keep  back 
barbarism  by  the  superiority  of  their  arms 
and  weapons,  but  now  these  great  syndi- 
cates are  prepared  to  provide  harliarous 
nations  with  arms  of  the  most  modern 
type,  provided  they  can  pay  for 
them-  In  these  circumstances  the 
Government  of  India  have  no  option 
but  to  see  that  our  men  are 
equipped  with  the  most  modern  weapons. 
An  illustration  of  what  has  occurred  may 
\m  found  in  China  to-day.  Our  native 
army  in  India  until  recently  was  armed 
with  the  Martini  rifle.  We  thought  it 
necessary  that  they  should  have  the  more 
modern  weapon,  and  we  were  able,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  War  Office,  to  arm  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  native  army 
early  in  this  year  with  Enfields.  Some  of 
these  troops  are  under  orders  to  China  - 
and  had  it  not  been  for  this  increased 
expenditure  this  year,  these  troops  would 
have  been  sent  to  China  with  less  effective 
weapons  than  those  possessed  by  the 
Chinese.  I  regret  that  we  have  to  incur 
this  expenditure,  but  it  is  inevitable.  The 
sums  which  have  been  paid  by  the  British 
Government  on  account  of  the  contingents 
to  South  Africa  and  China  will  to  a  very 
large  extent  cover  the  expenditure. 
In  certain  quarters  it  is  suggested  that, 
because  the  Indian  Government  in  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  have  allowed  a 
certain  numberof  the  troops  of  their  estab- 
lishment to  go  to  South  Africa  and  China, 
the  Indian  establishments  must  be  in  ex- 
cess of  the  requirements.  The  emercgeney  ^ 
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however,     was       in      both     cases 
gether     exceptional,      and     the     Indian 
Government  were  perfectly  justified  uader 
the  circumstances   in    doing  what  they 
did     Because  in  abnormal  circumstance* 
we  ran  a  risk,  it  is  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  when  affairs  return  to  a  normal 
condition  we  should  still  continue  tt>  nm 
that  risk.     Therefore,  I  can  hi> 
hope  whatever  of  a  reduction  of  milit 
expenditure.    I  think,  if  anything  is 
we   may   have    slightly    to    ii 
That  is  not  due  to  any  wish  to  exl 
our  territory,  or  to  adopt  any  aggressive 
policy.     During     the     last     year 
Curzon  has  shown  great  energy  am 
termination  in  seeing  everything  for  hi  in 
self  ;  he  has  passed  all  along  th. 
Two  principles  have  been  laid  down  fo 
regulation  of    our  North -West  Fn 
policy.     One  is  the  substitution  of  levie* 
and  local  Militia  for  British  Indian  troops 
and  the   other  withdrawal  from  en 
me i its  outside  the  administrative  frontier. 
That  policy  has  been  vigorously  followed 
by  Lord  Curzon.     He  has  placed  I 
Militia   on  tjie  frontier,    and    has 
drawn    the     troops     from    cantonment* 
outside   the    frontier    and     conroDtrattri 
them  in   convenient  cantonments  where 
they   will  be  in  readiness  to  gn  at 
short   notice   to    the  relief  of   the   lo 
levies   if   required,       Suggestions     hat 
been  made  to  the  Indian  Governm 
construct  a  railway  down    the    Khaihor 
Pass,  and  to  place   a  British  g 
Kotal,  but  these  views   did   not  recom- 
mend themselves  to  Lord    Curzon    ami 
myself,  and  the  only  railroad  made 
to  Jamrud,   in    our    own    territ 
cannot   leave   the  Indian  Army  withe 
alluding  to  the    irreparable     loss     In 
has  sustained  by  the  death  of 
tinguished  soldiers — Sir  Donald  Sttv 
and  Sir  William  Lockhart.     Sir   Donal 
Stewart's     military     reputation    is 
known.      He      was     for     fifteen 
past      a      memlver      of      the      C 
of      the    Secretary    of     State,    and 
1  shrewder  or  more  sagacious  adviser 
bad  a  seat  on  that  Council,  and  with  Hi 
unfailing  sagacity  and  great  patience,  be 
was  as  good  an  adviser  in   financial,  poll- 
deal,  and  administrative  questions  as  he 
was  in  military  questions.     Sir  William 
Lockhart  was  a  born  leader  of  men,  and  a 
man  of  immense  force  of  character.     He 
no  doubt  shortened  his  life  by  his  devo- 
tion  to  duty,  for  he  was  undergoing  a 
HWxftft   ol   Gorman   baths   when    he  wa* 
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I  upon  to  take  up  the  command  of  the 
m  in  the  Tirah  campaign.  He  went 
at  a  moment's  notice,   and  I  fear 

the  hardships  he  underwent  so 
ired  his  health  that  he  was  never 

folly  to  recover.  There  is  one 
icteristic  about  these  two  great 
Both  had  rare  powers  of  attracting 
lative  officers  and  natives  who  served 
r  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure 
'  complete  confidence.  There  is 
her  most  distinguished  Anglo-Indian 
er,  Lord  Roberts,  who  possesses  this 
icteristic  to  a  superlative  degree. 
lave  made  enormous  changes  in  India 
ng  the  last  ten  years.  Our  Govern- 
b  is  stronger  and  more  solidified  than 
is  before  that  period.  The  material 
perity  of  a  large  section  of  the  popu- 
d  has  greatly  increased,  and  our 
banisin  of  government  has  so  im- 
ed  and  developed  that  I  think  it  may 
y  be  claimed  for  it  that  it  is  the  most 
meed  and  scientific  system  that  India 

ever  possessed.  Yet  sometimes  I 
*  doubts  whether  our  popularity  has 
eased.  Sir,  we  have  gone  on  im- 
ing  our  administration,  we  have 
ed  up  through  various  stages  of  ad- 
istrative  improvements,  until  adminia- 
ion  at  the  present  moment  has  reached 
highest  point  of  development.  This 
k  has  been  accomplished  by  a 
&  deal  of  labour  and  ability,  and 
>  not  think  too  much  credit  can 
jiven  to  those  who  have  achieved  it. 
hare  codified  the  laws  and  simplified 
©dure,  and  we  have  made  uniform  our 
hods  of  administration,  but,  looking 

II  these  great  improvements,  can  it  be 
that  they  are  as  palatable  to  the 

lie  to  whom  they  are  applied  as  the 
r  and  cruder  system  1  We  have  no 
t  to  find  with  those  who  have  ad- 
istered  the  laws.  They  are  fully  up 
le  standard  of  those  of  earlier  years 
itelligence  and  sense  of  duty,  but  they 
ot  set  the  opportunities  which  were 
dedto  the  young  men  who  formerly 
t  out  from  here  to  serve  in  India 
f  in  life  and  usually  spent  their  lives 
a,  being  placed,  not  infrequently,  in 
,ted  positions  in  which  they  had  to 
»nd  on  their  own  resources  for  the 
ervation  of  law  and  order.  That  has 
;one.  We  have  passed  from  the  old 
iarchal  methods.  The  gentlemen  who 
Kit  to  India  now  are  in  a  Afferent 
fcion.  Everybody  ha9  a  code 
everything,    and    if    the   code  fails 
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there  is  the  telegraph  by  which  he  can  get 
assistance  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
But  that  is  not  the  only  evil  from  which 
civil  servants  in  India  suffer.  They  have 
everything  that  develops — telegraphs  and 
railways — and  the  result  is  that  they  are 
so  over-burdened  with  correspondence, 
Reports,  and  Returns,  that  they  are  really 
imprisoned  in  their  offices  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  day,  and  it  is  only  when  such 
a  great  calamity  as  that  with  which  India 
is  now  afflicted  occurs  and  sweeps  away 
all  their  stereotyped  procedure  that  these 
men  are  able  to  come  out  of  their  offices 
and  join  with  the  other  forces  at  work  in 
dealing  with  the  trouble.  Then  the 
sympathy  of  these  men  brooks  no  denial, 
and  we  see  them  come  out  and  toil  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  sick  and 
the  poor.  I  hear  from  all  sides  in  the 
distressed  districts  of  India  which  are 
suffering  such  terrible  loss  that  the  work 
of  these  men  has  rekindled  between 
the  Government  and  the  governed  that 
feeling  of  regard  and  affection  which, 
was  so  marked  a  characteristic  in  India. 
We  have  a  remarkable  man  as  Viceroy,  a 
man  of  untiring  energy  and  unbounded 
power  of  work,  and  he  has  devoted  his- 
energy  to  every  branch  of  administra- 
tion. His  wish  is  so  to  free  the  official 
that  he  shall  be  able  to  get  more  time 
to  give  to  the  essentials  of  administra- 
tion, and  therefore  I  am  hopeful  that, 
although  one  cannot  but  deplore  the  mass- 
of  suffering  and  misery  through  which 
India  is  passing,  and  which  may  occur 
again  in  subsequent  years  —  I  sincerely 
hope  and  believe  that  the  outcome  of  this 
misfortune  will  not  be  without  its  benefits- 
to  India,  that  the  wounds  and  scars  which 
this  terrible  calamity  has  inflicted  may 
be  forgotten,  and  that  interchange  of 
kindly  feeling  and  mutual  regard  among: 
all  classes  who  have  fought  the  common 
fight  may  be  a  lasting  and  increasing  in- 
fluence in  guiding  the  future  fortunes  of 
India. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the« 
Chair."— (Lord  G.  Hamilton.) 

♦Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  I  am  sure  the  House  is  greatly 
indebted  to  the  noble  Lord  for  the  admi- 
rable statement  he  has  made.  I  have 
been  struck  by  the  pathos,  eloquence, 
and  luminous  exposition  of  detail  which 
has   characterised    his   masterly   speech  _ 
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I  think  it  will  rank  among  the  fore- 
most statements  of  Indian  finance 
that  have  been  made  to  this  House. 
The  noble  Lord  has  gone  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  ground  over  which 
it  is  usual  to  travel,  and  he  has 
also  dealt  in  a  sympathetic  manner  with 
the  great  calamity  from  which  India  is 
suffering,  and  has  brought  before  us  the 
difficulties  which  he  and  his  colleagues 
have  had  to  face  in  this  difficult  situation. 
There  are  one  or  two  points  on  which, 
perhaps,  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  him  and 
on  which  I  may  have  to  express  my  views 
in  a  few  words,  and  beyond  that  I  do  not 
propose  to  trouble  the  House  at  any 
length.  I  should  like,  however,  to  add 
my  testimony  to  the  great  loss  India  has 
sustained  in  the  death  of  the  great 
soldiers  to  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
referred.  I  was  associated  with  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  when  I  was  in  office  as 
Secretary  of  State,  and  I  can  state  that 
not  only  was  he  one  of  the  wisest  of 
military  advisers,  but  also  one  of  the 
soundest  financiers  and  most  practical 
men  in  administration.  We  have  sus- 
tained another  loss  this  year,  happily  not 
occasioned  by  death.  I  deeply  regret 
that  one  of  the  eminent  civil  ser- 
vants to  whom  the  administration  of  India 
has  been  entrusted  has  found  himself 
compelled  to  deprive  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment of  his  services — I  refer  to  Mr. 
Dawkins,  to  whom  the  greater  part 
of  the  credit  for  the  reform  of  the 
Indian  currency  belongs.  There  were 
several  figures  given  by  the  noble  Lord 
which  were  interesting  to  the  House,  and 
one  or  two  I  should  Tike  to  supplement. 
I  quite  admit  that  the  Currency  Com- 
mission did  not  anticipate  the  calamity 
that  has  fallen  on  the  Empire  of  India 
during  the  last  few  months.  I  am  sure 
that  the  members  of  that  Commis- 
sion would  not  have  signed  that  Report 
and  adopted  so  great  a  change  if  they  had 
known  that  within  a  year  we  should  be 
engaged  in  a  war  with  South  Africa, 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  have  issued  the  largest  loan  since 
1815,  and  that  India  would  be  suffering 
from  a  terrible  famine.  As  far  as  we 
can  see  at  present  everything  that  has 
transpired  since  is  encouraging  as  to 
the  probable  succcess  of  the  currency 
policy.  The  noble  Lord  has  told  us  how 
the  unfavourable  predictions  have  been 
falsified,  but  he  has  not  told  us  the  effect 
of  this  change  upon  trade.    Tta  Ro\ufcfc 

Sir  Henry  Fowler. 


will  remember  the  abnormal  condition  of 
trade    as    far    as    famine    is  concerned,    -; 
and    the    state  of    things   produced  in    . 
the    cotton    trade    as    far    as  China  in    \. 
concerned.     The  total  trade  of  India,  in 
and  out,  was  in  1898   105  millions;  in    f 
1899, 109  millions  and  a  quarter ;  and  in 
1900, 115  millions  and  a  quarter.    So  far 
as  exports  were  concerned,  in  1898  they 
were  56  millions;  in  1899  65  millions; 
and  in  1900  65  millions,  notwithstanding 
that  the  export  of  wheat  and  riee  was 
necessarily  reduced  by  the  diversion  into 
the  famine  districts.     I  understand  from 
the  accounts  that,  on  the  1st  April,  1599, 
the  currency  of  gold  in  reserve  was  two 
millions  sterling,  and  on  7th  March,  1900; 
seven  millions  sterling,  and,  in  addition, 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  accumulated 
in  London  a  million  and  a  half  of  gold. 
So  the    aggregate    of    gold    under  the 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  State  wis 
eight  millions  and  a  half.     Now,  there 
must    be    in    India    a    silver    reserve. 
The  noble  Lord   has  had  this  year  to 
buy  silver.      There  is   one   factor  it  ii 
impossible  to  pronounce  accurately  upon 
— the    quantity     of     silver     necessarily 
diverted  into   the  famine   districts,  and 
that  may  disturb  calculations.     I  under 
stand  the  Indian  Government  intend  to 
have    a    gold    reserve  of   five  milliom 
Beyond  that,  they  propose  to  give  gold 
in  exchange  for  silver.     The  gold  taken 
from    currency    in    payment    of    notes 
is  £130,700.     I  mention  that  as  showing 
that  the  people  are  still  pursuing  the  old 
habits  of  trade,  and  that  the  Keport  of 
the  Committee  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
internal  transactions  of  India  would  eon 
tinue  to  be  carried  on  in  silver  is  being 
borne  out  and  the  quantity  of  gold  riitn- 
lated  is  equally  small.     The  gain  is  in  die 
fixity  of  exchange  between  this  country 
and  India,  and  estimating  the  cost  of  a 
common  denomination.     I  hope  this  mat 
change  which  has  marked  the  administra- 
tion of  the  noble    Lord   will  act   moat 
beneficially  on  the  trade,  commerce,  taxa- 
tion, and  prosperity  of  India.     As  far  at 
I  can  gather,  a  sum  of  money  has  evi- 
dently been  exported  from  this  country 
to  India  for  investment  in  India.     With 
reference  to  the  famine  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  pathetic  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  his  just  expression  of  admira- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  the  famine 
has  been  grappled  with  by  the  officials, 
and  I  hope  the  House  will  note  what  has 
ta&u   stated    by    the   noble    Lord   and 
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he  Viceroy  of  India,  that  the  actual 
bit  to  the  Government  of  India — 
Ml  the  people  of  India  (that  would  have 
ton  a  great  deal  more) — in  the  last  two 
ttti  lias  been  thirteen  millions  sterling, 
k  indication  of  the  sound  financial 
Ofttion  in  which  India  stands.  The 
beretary  of  State  makes  this  a  strong 
nrament  for  objecting  to  India  being 
sneved  from  Imperial  funds.  "India  is 
Her  to  meet  its  own  requirements.  We 
taght  not  to  appeal  to  the  Indian  Ex- 
hsquer  to  help  us."  I  agree  that  an 
qmnbrium  should  be  maintained  between 
Mome  and  expenditure,  and  I  would 
Appose  anything  which  would  appear 
flee  the  pauperisation  of  India.  But 
be  large  excess  of  revenue  out  of  which 
these  large  sums  are  being  provided 
Psmlly  means  an  excess  of  taxation 
levied  beyond  the  actual  requirements  of 
the  Indian  Government  in  normal  circum- 
stances. In  other  words,  if  it  had  not 
lean  for  this  exceptional  expenditure 
there  must  have  been  large  reduction  of 
taxation.  That  being  so,  I  say  we  come 
Id  the  point  of  voluntary  contribution. 
There  should  be  a  payment  made  by 
Cheat  Britain  to  her  great  dependency  to 
kelp  her  in  this  great  calamity.  You 
may  say  India  does  not  need  it.    But  sym- 

K\y  is  a  strong  force  in  human  affairs. 
timent  is  a  strong  force  in  human 
affairs.  We  have  recently  received  strong 
Burks  of  sympathy  from  India  and  our 
xdonies.  There  are  two  sides  to  this, 
md  if  we  receive  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy from  India  and  the  colonies  we 
must  be  prepared  in  return  to  give  ex- 
pression of  sympathy  when  the  time 
arrives.  A  great  Indian  prince,  the 
Maharaja  of  Gwalior,  has  recently  offered 
bo  fit  out  a  hospital  ship  for  the  use  of  the 
British  Government  in  China.  I  sup- 
pose if  that  Indian  prince  had  not  come 
:orward  a  hospital  ship  would  not 
lare  been  wanting,  but  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land  this  ex- 
nression  of  sympathy  from  that  great 
tndian  prince  to  the  mother  country  will 
to  recognised  and  admired  far  more  than 
its  intrinsic  value.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  prepared,  not  as  a 
natter  of  dry  finance,  to  say  to 
[ndia,  "You  are  in  financial  difficul- 
ties, and  we  will  relieve  you,"  and  the 
people  of  this  country,  through  their 
representatives  in  Parliament,  had  said, 
w  We  will  vote  India  a  sum  of  money  to 
sdd  her  in  her  calamity  ad  an  expression 


of  our  national  sympathy  in  addition  to 
private  charity,"  I  believe  that,  as  a 
matter  of  State  policy,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  wisest  things  the  Imperial 
Government  could  have  done.  These 
perpetual  appeals  to  the  charitable  section 
of  the  English  public — I  find  no  fault — 
are  only  responded  to  by  a  limited  class, 
and  the  same  class  who  give  for  the  relief 
of  the  soldier,  sailor,  the  suffering,  and 
hospitals,  whether  in  India  or  elsewhere. 
But  there  is  a  great  mass  of  wealthy 
people  in  this  country  who  give  to 
nothing.  It  is  only  right  and 
fair  that  they,  deriving  advantages 
from  this  great  relationship  between 
us  and  our  colonies  and  India,  should 
take  their  share,  as  part  of  the  nation,  in 
doing  what  I  believe  the  nation  would 
desire  to  have  done.  Whether  the  Secre- 
tary for  India  asks  for  a  large  or  a  small 
sum,  and  whether  he  terms  it  a  loan  with- 
out interest,  or  a  grant,  the  handsomer, 
the  more  generous,  and  spontaneous  it  is, 
it  will  be  better  appreciated  and  approved 
by  the  people  of  this  country,  and  will  be 
accepted  in  the  same  spirit  by  the  people 
of  India.  As  to  the  proposals  of  Lord 
Welby's  Commission,  I  think  that  the 
Report  of  that  body  has  dispelled, 
and  will  dispel,  a  great 
which  have  taken  hold 
mind  in  England  and 
gard  to  our  financial 
That  Commission   was 


many  delusions 
of  the  popular 
India  with  re- 
position there, 
appointed    with 


two  objects.  It  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  administration  and  management 
of  the  military  and  civil  expenditure  of 
India,  both  at  home  and  in  India,  and 
into  the  apportionment  of  the  charge  be- 
tween the  Imperial  and  the  Indian 
Governments  for  purposes  in  which  both 
Governments  are  interested.  That  Com- 
mission sat  for  two  or  three  years  and 
took  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
from  the  best  authorities  what  were  the 
facts  of  the  case.  I  think  the  facts  are 
stated  in  the  Report  with  singular 
accuracy,  clearness,  and  fairness,  and  for 
many  years  to  come  the  various  details  of 
Indian  finance  will  have  there  an  autho- 
rised text-book.  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  facts  which  the  Commission 
found  as  a  jury.  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  think  the  Commission  have  been  very 
timid  in  their  recommendations.  There 
are  some  of  their  recommendations  which 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  does 
not  intend  to  accept.  I  am  very  sorry 
that  they  were  not  unanimous  with  refer- 
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ence   to  the  audit.      There  was  a  very 
strong  weight  of  opinion  that  though  the 
present  audit  was  very  admirable,  atUi  it 
was  desirable  that  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  in  India   should  he  put 
in  the  same  position  as   the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  in  this  country,  and 
should  be  absolutely  independent  of  the 
Executive,     The  only  ground  of  objection 
I  can  trace  was  the  very  familiar  one, 
"Oh,  it  would  cost  too  much;  it  is   not 
worth  the  expense,"     I  think  it  is  worth 
the  expense.  The  last  estimate  I  have  seen 
of   the  cost  of  an  independent  audit  in 
India  puts  the  figure  at  £15,000  a  year.     I 
do  not  think  that  is  a  sum  worth  saving  on 
a  question  of  this  magnitude.      There  is 
another  point  with  reference  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Finance  Minister  in  the  Indian 
Council.     At  present  there  are  two  mili- 
tary members  in  that  body.     I  think  the 
Gommander-in-Chief  ought  to  bo  removed, 
just   as   the  Commander-in-Chief  here  is 
from   the   English   Cabinet.      That  i*   a 
subject  which  I  hope  the  Government  will 
very  carefully  consider.     The  question  of 
the  debt  of  India  is  one  upon  which   wo 
have  often  bad  discussions  in  this  House. 
Some   gentleman   sent   me   a   book   this 
week  in  which  he  stated  that,  while  the 
English  debt  had  been  reduced  by  some- 
thing  like  £140,000,000  since  the  Crimean 
War,  the  debt  of  India  during  that   time 
had  steadily  increased.     This  is  from  a 
very  respected  author,  and  I  am  sure  he 
would  not  make  a  misrepresentation.   But 
he  did  not  divide  the  debt  into  productive 
and  non-productive  debt.      There  is  the 
ordinary  debt  which   every  State    must 
incur,  and  there  is  the  public  works  debt, 
which  pays  its  own  interest  and  repays  its 
own  capital.     At  the  close  of  the  Mutiny 
the   ordinary    debt    of    India    stood    at 
£97,000,000*       In    1897  that    had  been 
reduced     to    £72,750,000.      The    noble 
Lord's    Memorandum    puts    it    in     the 
clearest  way,  and  it  shows  that  now  the 
entire  debt  of  India,  productive  and  non- 
productive, is  £212,000,000.    The  assets 
which  India   has  in   the    shape  of    rail- 
ways, canals,  irrigation  works,  money  lent 
to  corporations,  and  other  valuable  assets, 
is    XI 8^,000,000.      The     net     debt    of 
India    at    this     moment,    after     having 
gone   through    this    terrible    famine,    is 
£30,000,000.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
great  civilised  Government  in  the  world 
where  there  is  proportionally  so  small  a 
debt  as  there  is  in  India  at  the  present 
time.     This  Commission  has   also   found 
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that  the  civil  expenditure  is  not  exeessif* 
as  compared  with   1875,  and  that  it  Ha* 
not  been  excessive  as  compared  with  the 
expenditure  of  other  countries,  and  that 
although   there  has  been  a  net  inert** 
of  25   per  cent.,  yet  there  has  Wn 
increase  in  the  population  of  2<  I 
I  hope  the   Government    will   take  into 
its  most  careful  consideration  the  varioot 
recommendations  of  the  Commission,  and 
even   if   they  do    not   agree   with  them 
they  should  settle  some  of  the  que 
once  and   for  all.     I  do   not    think 
Treasury  has  done  what  it  ought  to  have 
done   in    the    proposal    now    suggested 
as    the     financial     settlement.        I    do 
not   think   £250,000   a    year   does 
quately  meet  the  claims  of  India.    I  think 
there  is  a  greater  claim,   not  upon   the 
charity,    but  upon    the    justice    of  the 
people  of  this  country,  with   reference  to 
military   charges.      It  has   been  proved 
and  the  noble  Lord's  speech  shows  it,  that  a 
great  portion  of  your  military  reser 
m  India,     You  had  to  have  recou- 
India  with  reference  both  to  South 
and  to  China.     I  have  no  wish  that  In 
should  in  any    way  profit  by  the  tr 
actio n,  but,  looking  at  it  as  a  wl.i 
dally  and  fairly,  I  think  that  the  ft 
button  from  India  to  what  is  called  the 
capitation  grant  is  too  high.      I  express 
again  my  thanks  to  the  noble  Lord,  arid  I 
re-echo  his  hope  in  regard  to  the  - 
what   gloomy   view   of  the    Viceroy  on 
Tuesday,  which  is  certainly   modifi 
the  telegram  on   Wednesday  from  Lord 
Northeote,   and  of  course  Bombay  is  i 
most  important  district.     We  are  at  pffe* 
sent  in  July,  and  I  think  August  is  an 
important  month   in    the  history  of  the 
monsoon,  and  I  hope  the  situation  may 
not  prove  to  be  so  gloomy  as  it  is  at  pr* 
sent  anticipated ;  but  whether  that  be  no 
or  not,  I  think  we  shall  not  forget,,  India 
will  not  forget,  and  history  will  no; 

fet  the  admirable  manner  in  whid 
tritish  Government  in  India  and  ihe 
officials  of  the  British  Government  have 
grappled  with  this  calamity  with  a  success 
which  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of 
India. 

Mk.  SOUTTAR(Diimfrie^hirr>:  The 
speeches  to  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  listening  have  encouraged  me  the 
earnestly  to  say  that  which  I  have  to  say. 
The  speech  of  my  right  hon,  friend  was, 
of  course,  a  direct  encouragement,  and 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  repre- 
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India  in  this  House  was  also  an 
ement  of  no  mean  order,  for  he 
1  as  three  things.  In  the  first  place, 
i  warned  us  that  the  danger  was  by  no 
>  at  an  end ;  in  the  second  place,  by 
i  figures  he  laid  before  the  House,  he 
Jy  showed  that,  although  the 
anient  of  India  had  been  exceed- 
generous  as  far  as  its  power  went, 
I  been  unable  to  do  more  than  meet 
i  proportion  of  the  great  loss  which 
i  country  had  experienced ;  and  in  the 
"  place,  if  I  may  say  so,  he  showed 
>  his  heart  is  not  entirely  closed  and 
id  against  the  proposition  which  I 
i  to  make.  In  making  that  proposi- 
I  ought  to  explain  that  I  have  been 
|  advised  that  it  is  not  in  order  for  any 
private  Member  to  propose  that  a  definite 
sum  should  be  granted  from  the  Exche- 
quer, and  perhaps,  instead  of  saying  any- 
tting  about  a  definite  sum,  if  I  substi- 
*e  words  "a  large  and  genefous 
mnt,"  and  ask  hon.  Members  to  bear 
m  mind  that  £5,000,000  is  the 
amount  I  have  in  my  mind,  that  will 
sufficiently  meet  the  case.  But  before  I 
proceed  to  say  anything  about  that,  I 
should  like  to  be  permitted,  partly  from 
my  own  personal  knowledge  of  India,  and 
partly  from  what  I  heard  lately,  to  say 
now  immensely  everyone,  so  far  as  I 
know,  on  this  side  of  the  House  appre- 
ciates the  efforts  made  by  the  Government 
of  India  in  connection  with  this  famine. 
From  the  Viceroy  down  to  the  humblest 
official,  both  natives  and  Europeans,  they 
have  done  their  very  utmost,  as  far  as  in 
them  lay  and  as  far  as  they  had  the 
power,  to  mitigate  the  great  calamity 
which  has  befallen  India.  Of  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt,  and  concerning 
that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion. 
One  thing  sometimes  strikes  me  as  rather 
strange,  and  I  daresay  other  Members 
have  thought  the  same,  and  that  is,  that 
in  a  country  where  so  many  men  are 
working  with  extraordinary  earnestness 
on  behalf  of  the  people,  there  should  yet 
be  such  continued  suffering.  In  the  old 
days  you  could  account  for  these  things 
by  saying  that  they  were  the  product  of 
war  and  misrule,  but  there  has  been  no 
war  within  the  frontiers  of  India  for  forty 
▼ears,  and  during  that  time  there  have 
been  ten  famines,  and  15,000,000  people 
have  died  of  famine  and  of  the 
diseases  connected  with  famine.  This 
famine  is  the  worst  of  all.  The 
noble  Lord  has  given  us  extraordinary 


figures  showing  that  this  is  a  famine  of 
no  ordinary  degree.  It  is  perfectly  im- 
possible to  really  appreciate  the  meaning 
of  these  figures.  The  more  one  studies 
them  the  more  one  feels  that  perhaps  in 
the  history  of  the  world  there  has  never 
been  a  famine  like  the  one  we  are  con- 
sidering to-night.  Moreover,  this  famine  is 
the  greater  because  it  has  so  soon  followed 
the  famine  of  1897.  Many  of  the  natives  of 
India,  I  think,  were  only  able  to  gather 
one  meagre  crop  after  that  famine  had 
passed  before  this  second  famine  was 
upon  them.  I  mention  that,  not  for  the 
sake  of  letting  Members  see  what  a  big 
famine  it  is,  but  because  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  their  minds  this  circumstance,  that 
this  is  an  extraordinary  famine,  that 
therefore  the  occasion  is  an  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  that  the  grant  made  in  con- 
nection with  this  famine  need  not  for  a 
single  moment  be  regarded  as  a  precedent 
in  connection  with  any  future  famine. 
The  question  is,  Is  there  such  an  emer- 

fency  as  to  need  a  considerable  grant  ? 
think  there  is ;  and  for  two  very  clear 
reasons.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  the 
people  have  got  to  the  end  of 
their  resources.  Their  ornaments  are 
gone,  their  clothing  is  gone,  their  furniture 
is  gone,  and  the  very  fittings  of  their 
houses  have  been  sold  in  order  to  keep 
bare  life  within  their  bodies.  Not  only 
that,  but  this  famine,  which  has  been  a 
famine  of  food  and  fodder  and  water,  has 
swept  away  almost  entirely  the  plough 
cattle  of  the  people,  and  there  they  stand 
facing  the  future  in  perfect  misery  and 
hopeless  despair.  That  is  a  very  serious 
consideration.  Here  we  have  millions 
of  people  practically  bankrupt,  their 
cattle  gone,  their  credit  gone,  having  no 
hope  in  the  present,  and  very  little  nope 
with  regard  to  the  future.  But  I  think 
we  may  go  further  and  say  that  we  can 
prove  emergency  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  Government  have  got  to  the  end 
of  their  resources.  The  noble  Lord,  in 
speaking  of  the  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment, said  he  had  yet  borrowing  powers 
to  the  extent  of  £9,000,000.  I  suppose, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  having  the  whole 
credit  of  the  British  name  behind  him,  he 
has  borrowing  powers  for  £90,000,000  if 
he  is  so  disposed,  but  surely  borrowing  is 
not  the  way  to  meet  a  great  difficulty  like 
this.  Surely  the  noble  Lord  will  not  con- 
tend that  the  people  of  India  should  in  that 
way  be  plunged  yet  more  heavily  into  debt 
Moreover,  it  becomes  more  serious  when 
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you  consider,  as  my  right  hem,  friend  has    than   the 
pointed  out  with  great  clearness,  that  the 


Government  of  India  is  the  people  of 
Indi a.  In  this  coun try  you  migfa  t  possibly 
establish  a  tax  by  which  you  could  raiae  a 
certain  amount  of  money,  the  incidence 
of  the  tax  falling  at  first  on  the  wealthy 
people  of  the  land — such  a  tax  as  the  in 
come  tax.  You  could  not  do  that  in 
India,  because  the  revenue  is  received 
from  salt  and  land,  and  everyone  who 
knows  India  knows  that  to  pay  more 
money  as  interest  on  loans,  or  anything 
else,  is  only  to  burden  more  seriously  the 
miserably  poor  in  order  to  help  those  who 
are  yet  more  miserable.  If  we  desire  to 
see  the  exact  condition  of  India  we  have 
only  to  look  at  the  words  in  one  of  the 
paragraphs  of  the  Yicoroy's  appeal  He 
says — 

"  H  the  question  foe  a*kedH  Why  is  Govern- 
ment nut  aMe  to  assume  the  entire  burden, 
and  to  dispense  with  all  external  aid  ?  no  false 
pride  need  deter  me  from  giving  a  frank  reply, 
<  iovernment  is  straining  every  nerveT  is  pouring 
out  its  money*  is  shrinking  from  tio  obligation, 
however  severe*  .  .  ,  Bat  over  KM  uIjovc 
tins  expenditure,  wuieli  etipplM  our  develop 


whole    of    our    colonic*  pen 
In  ordinary  butanes*  lii 


business    man    in    a    large   way  has  4 
customer    a    little  embarmssed   for 
moment,  he  does  not  crush  that  customer : 
he  does  his  very  utmost  to  help  him*    He 
remembers  what  he  has  made  out  of  that 
customer  in  the   past ;  he  think*  of  what 
he  hopes  to  make  in  the  future*  and  be 
does  his  best  to  help  the  \amv 
the  stile.     We  have  made  a  great 
out  of  India  in  the  past ;  we  hope  to  make 
a  great  deal  out  of   her   in  the  hr 
and  we  ought  therefore   tu  come  forward 
and  help  her  in  this  hour  of   trial    Bat 
there  is  a  higher  reason  than  that  «UT 
we  should  help  India.     N01 
been  taken  of  what  India  has  done  fa 
in  connection  with  foreign  affair-      ti 
embarrassments  in  South  Afrits      1 
and  on  the  West  Coast  of  Afriea,  wi 
come  forward  to  help   m 
India  ]    Indian    troops   were',    I*  bel 
the    first   to  face  the   enemy    in 
Africa ;  they    will    be   the 
number    to   face   the    enemy   in  Cl 
India    has    lent    22,000    troops    to 


XJa2XZ?£  TV'  there  Iiw  a  Y**t  HT  !  Suzerain,  and  she  mar  lend  a 

of  neeo  which*  do  whut  we  may,  we  can  bai-yly  ,,         ,  **  *     L  a       i 

reach,  and  in  which  extraneous  ctintdbutioiw    moiu      lUu'  hon-  Member*  ever  retU 


what  would  have  been  the  cats* 
India    had    been    disloyal  !     Have 
ever  reflected  what  might   b 

day  India  should  be  disloyal  I 
cur  mot  make  a  country  loyal  in  adav; 
but  you  can  gradually  make  a  cou 
loyal   by  good  government,  by  a  di 
of  good  feeling,   and   by  act*  of  kindly 
generosity.      I   have    lived   for  years 
India,    and    I   do   not   hesitate    to    »y 
as    my    deliberate    conviction    thai 
Indians  are  the  most  grateful  poo] 
the  face  of  the  earth.     If  we  would  onlv 


supply  an  in  valuable  njin  forcemeat*  .  .  .  This  | 
in  a  Held  of  enormous  and  almost  uniiibdover'  1 
able  extent,  the  margin  ef  which  the  alnwuly 
overworked  official  hardly  touches,  bin  which 
ifij   In    a  poealiar   und   inequable  degree,  the 
property    of    individual    effort   and     private  I 
generosity. 1+ 

No  words  I  can  utter  are  likely  to  carry  ] 
more  conviction  than  those  of  the  Viceroy. 
He  tells  us  that  the  Government  are 
straining  every  nerve*  and  that  yet  there 
is  an  enormous  field  of  almost  undiscover-  j 
able  extent,  the  very  margin  of  which  is  ' 
scarcely  touched.  The  Viceroy's  appeal  has  i 
produced  an  altogether  inadequate  result,  r*8u  t0  tu^  occasion  and  make  thiw  g 
and  that  field  will  remain  untouched  until  ^w"ich  we  should  never  miss-  1  1- 
the  British  Parliament  rises  to  a  sense  of  we  should  make  India  loyal  2 
its  duty,  and  steps  forward  to  do  its  part,  century  to  come.  Fathers  would  tcil 
Seeing  the  need  of  India,  let  me  give  one  !  tneii;  s°118  of  the  time  when  famine  an 
or  two  simple  reasons  why  I  think  we  pestilence  walked  hand  in  hand  thro 
should  help  her  in  her  hour' of  need.  The  out  tne  land,  WDGn  the  fieed  cor 
first  is  a  somewhat  selfish  but  a  very  passed  away,  when  the  plough  cat 
forcible  reason.  India  is  the  fourth  best  died,  and  when  apparently  nothing 
customer  we  have  in  the  whole  world  as  ™ained  for  the  people  but  to  die ;  j 
a  commercial  nation.  The  United  States  tQ^n  afc  that  tmie  England  came  forward 
comes  first,  then  France,  then  Germany,  I  witn  a  g™*t  g^  for  naw  seed  corn  and 
and  then  India.  In  a  very  little  while  for  new  plough  cattle,  and  saved  the  Uvea 
India  will  be  our  second  best  customer.  |  of  &*  people,  and  brought  back  hapni- 
She  is  already  a  better  customer  to  us  |  ne8S  •*•  con  tent  men;  to  the  homesteads* 
than  the  whole  of  Australasia,  and  in  a  j  There  is  one  other  reason  I  should  like 
little  while,  if  the  present  rate  of  progress  to  give,  and  that  is  that  India  baa  cost  tis 
continues,  she  will  lie  a  better  customer  !  nothing  in  the  past.  We  have  hoard  the 
Mt\  Stmtkir. 


1377 


The  Indian 


{26  July  1900} 


Budget. 


1378 


noble  Lord  speaking  about  the  necessity 
of  teaching  India  good  finance,  showing 
India  a  good  example,  and  teaching  her 
economy,  and  so  on.  There  was  not  a 
word  in  regard  to  that  with  which  we 
would  not  all  agree,  and  yet  at  the  same 
time  the  thought  came  that  he  was  speak- 
ing as  if  India  needed  to  learn  that 
lesson.  Nothing  of  the  sort.  India  has 
cost  this  country  practically  nothing. 
Our  colonies  have  cost  us  hundreds  of 
millions  of  pounds;  India  has  never 
cost  us  a  penny.  The  British  Empire 
in  India  was  founded,  and  has  been 
extended  and  consolidated,  by  Indian 
resources,  and.  the  British  taxpayer 
has  never  been  asked  to  contribute  a 
angle  shilling.  But  beyond  that,  India 
coats  us  nothing  at  the  present.  Just 
consider  the  contrast  for  a  moment  be- 
tween the  Colonial  Office  and  the  India 
Office.     We  know  how  difficult  it  is  to 

Et  up  a  debate  in  this  House  on  any 
dian  subject.  Why  is  that  so  ?  Be- 
cause the  expenses  of  the  India  Office, 
from  the  salary  of  the  noble  Lord  down 
to  the  wages  of  the  meanest  employee  in 
the    office,    are    borne    by    the    Indian 

Ktsant,  and  do  not  come  before  this 
use.  We  have  no  such  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  Colonial  Office,  because  the 
salary  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  the 

Seat  expenses  of  that  Department,  are 
rne  absolutely  by  the  British  taxpayer. 
If  you  look  at  the  thing  more  broadly,  it 
becomes  even  more  striking  still.  The 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment made  a  very  remarkable  speech  a 
few  days  ago  in  which  were  words  of  very 
solid  wisdom.  He  spoke  of  the  burdens 
of  empire,  and  showed  that  those  burdens 
might  have  to  be  more  evenly  divided 
than  at  present.*  I  entirely  agree,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  with  the 
doctrine  he  preached;  but  when  that 
day  comes  India  will  have  nothing 
to  fear,  as  she  already  pays  her 
full  share.  Every  penny  that  can  possibly 
be  put  upon  India  is  put  upon  her  to- 
day. The  colonies  subscribe  in  all  one 
and  a  half  millions  towards  Imperial 
defence,  whereas  India  subscribes  from 
twenty-two  to  twenty-live  millions.  Above 
and  beyond  that,  India  has  been  burdened 
with  the  expense  of  many  wars  ;  she  has 
had  to  bear  the  expense  of  wars,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  to  which  the  colonies 
have   not   contributed  a  single  shilling. 


*  See.  speech  of   Marquess   of    Salisbury, 
20th  July,  1900,  page  616  of  this  volume. 


Our  richest  colonies  have  been  spared,  but 
the  poorest  and  most  miserable  peasantry 
in  the  world  have  been  taxed  not  only 
for  their  own  welfare  but  also  to  preserve 
the  name  and  reputation  of  our  great 
Empire  in  portions  of  two  continents. 
The  noble  Lord  indicated  that  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  colonies  have  been 
treated  with  generosity  while  India  has 
been  treated  with  strict  justice.  Surely 
that  is  an  argument  in  favour  of  helping 
India  to-day.  If  India  has  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  us  in  our  times  of  trial, 
if  she  has  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day,  surely  it  is  right  that  we  should 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  India 
now  that  her  great  day  of  trial  has  come. 
I  might  contend  thai  strict  justice 
demands  that  we  should  help  India.  My 
right  hon.  friend  went  into  that  point, 
and  I  will  not  carry  it  any  further.  There 
are  men  in  this  House  who  understand 
these  things  a  great  deal  better  than  I 
do,  but  my  superficial  judgment  on  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  is  that 
this  is  an  act  not  of  mere  generosity 
but  of  absolute  justice  and  equity.  I 
believe  the  British  Empire  owes  a  debt  to 
the  Indian  peasant  of  which  these  millions 
would  be  but  a  payment  on  account. 
Finally,  it  seems  to  me  that  our  national 
dignity  is  indissolubly  bound  up  in  giving 
help  to  India  at  this  time.  We  have  made 
ourselves  responsible  in  a  very  striking 
degree  for  the  government  of  India.  We 
hold  in  India  300,000,000  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  in  the  hollow  of  our  hand ;  we 
govern  them  just  as  we  like,  without 
even  asking  the  opinion  of  the  natives  of 
India.  Of  course,  we  are  not  responsible 
for  this  famine ;  it  is  the  act  of  God  ;  but 
surely  the  position  we  have  taken  up  in 
regard  to  India  makes  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  we  should,  by  every  means  in 
our  power,  mitigate  the  calamity  which 
has  come  upon  the  people.  We  have 
vaunted  the  Government  of  India ;  we 
have  said  to  the  nations  of  the  world, 
"  Come  and  see  how  Englishmen  can 
govern  Orientals,"  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  miseries  of  our  fellow-subjects 
in  India  to-day  touch  our  honour,  and 
are  a  blot  upon  the  fair  fame  of  our 
Empire.  The  appeal  of  the  Viceroy  has 
gone  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  world ;  the  whole  world  is  there- 
fore looking  at  us  and  wondering  how 
we  will  act,  and  the  strange  thing 
is  that  this  House  has  not  yet 
granted  even  a  £5    note  towards  the 
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Famine  Belief  Fund*  If  the  noble  Lord 
is  obdurate,  and  this  proposal  is  cast 
aside,  it  may  be  that  we  shall  have  to 
record  that  the  greatest  famine  of  the 
nineteenth  century  was  allowed  to  eat  its 
way  through  the  country  without  any 
help  being  given  to  the  people  from  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  greatest  and 
richest  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
Surely  such  a  conclusion  would  be  to  our 
everlasting  shame, 
the  Government  mean 
-affront  upon  the  nation.  Rather  do  I 
believe  that  they  will  fall  in  with  what  I 
know  to  be  the  desire  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  at  large,  and  make  a 
generous  gift  to  the  Indian  people  out  of 
the  fulness  of  our  abounding  wealth,  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  an  admirable 
Viceroy,  and  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  a 
greatly  suffering  people.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name, 

Sm  WILLIAM  WEDDERBUKN 
(Banffshire)  :  I  beg  to  second  the  motion, 
and  I  trust  that  the  House  will  favour- 
ably consider  this  appeal  to  its  pity* 
When  the  proposal  for  a  Parliamentary 
free  grant  was  discussed  last  April  *  it  was 
received  with  favour  by  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  but  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  then  see  its  way  to  lake  any 
action.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  j 
recognised  the  terrible  distress  of  India, 
and  was  prepared,  if  needful,  to  apply 
without  hesitation  to  Parliament  for 
assistance,  but  he  did  not  accede  to  our 
request  as  the  Government  of  India  did 
not  then  anticipate  difficulty  in  providing 
relief.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  refusal 
was  conditional ;  and  I  submit  that  since 
April  things  in  India  have  become  much 
worse,  and  that  the  time  has  come  to  re- 
consider the  original  decision,  I  hope  also 
that  when  I  make  clear,  the  purpose  for 
which  we  ask  the  grant  the  objection 
taken  by  the  First  Lord  may  in  some 
measure  be  removed.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  Indian  revenues  sufficed  to  pro- 
vide  the  relief  undertaken  by  the  Indian 
■Government.  We  quite  understand  that ; 
and  we  do  not  propose  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary grant  should  go  as  an  addition 
to  the  Indian  revenues.  On  the  contrary, 
we  wish  the  Parliamentary  grant  to  go  to 
the    famine-stricken   people   by    way  of 


charity   in   ways  altogether  outside  the 
scope  of    ordinary    Government    relief. 
Our  object  will  become  clear  if  the  House 
will  consider  the  Famine  Code  rules^  which 
distinguish  by  a  broad   line  between  the 
relief  functions  of  the  Indian  Goveniir. 
on  the  one   hand,   and  the  functions  of 
charity  on  the  other.     These  rules  were 
summarised  in  a  Memorandum  sent  kst 
April  by  the  Secretary  of  Suite   to  the 
I  cannot  believe  that  j  Lord   Mayor,  at  the   time  the   Mansion 
to  put   such  an  |  House     Fund     was     opened.       In    this 
Memorandum     the    noble    Lord    stated 
first  the  duties  undertaken   by  Govern 
ment,      He    said    that    "the     Govern- 
ment     undertakes     to     prevent     death, 
and     to     relieve     misery     from    famine 
in  British  India,  at  the  cost  of  the  Indian 
Treasury,  so  far  as  organisation  and 
can  accomplish  these  ends/*     And  bi 
proceeded  to  specify  the  four  purpoa 
which  charity  was  required.     Thest 
{I )  extra  comforts  in  the  shape  of  food 
and   clothing,  (2)    the    maintenance   of 
orphans,  (3)  the  relief  of  specially  helpteee 
classes,  and  (4)  the  provision  of  cattle, 
seed-corn,  and    implements     to     enable 
the   cultivators   to  make   a   fresh   start. 
This  division  of  labour  was  in  accordaix 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Famine 
Commissioners,    the    functions     of    the 
Government  being  limited  to   the  preser- 
vation of  life  and  health  ;  while  charity 
was  expected  to  supplement   this  work 
in    certain    exceptional    cases,    devoting 
itself  principally  to  the  duty  of  giving  the 
cultivators  a  fresh  start  in  life.     Now  in 
1*97  the   charitable   contributions  were 
very  large,  so  that  no  less  a  sum  than 
three  quarters  of  a  million  sterling  could 
lie  allotted  out  of  the  Charity  Fund  for 
cattle,  seed  grain,   and   implements. 
thus   resulted   that  in    1*97    the   duti 
undertaken    by    Government,    and 
duties  undertaken  by  charity,  were  both 
sufficiently  fulfilled.     But  this  unhappily 
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is  not  the  case  in  1900,     As  regards  t! 
duties   undertaken    by  Government,  we 
know,   from  the  assurance  of  the   Fii 
Lord,  that  the  Indian  Government  hav* 
the  necessary  funds,  and  no  help  is 
quired.     But  as  regards  the  relief  dep 
dent    upon    charity    the    resources 
altogether  insufficient,  and  it  is  here 
special  and  exceptional  help  is  requu 
most  urgently,     I  would  socially  invit 
.  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  almost 
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out  how  vastly  greater  the  present 
funine  is  than  that  of  1897,  both  in 
extent  and  intensity,  while  up  to  date 
only  about  half  the  amount  previously 
subscribed  had  come  in.  This  cry  for 
help  has  been  answered  from  many 
quarters  of  the  globe — from  our  own 
colonies,  some  of  whom  have  voted  Par- 
liamentary grants,  from  the  United 
8tates,  from  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
even  from  the  mandarins  of  China,  and 
the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  Under  these  cir 
cumstances  it  does  not  seem  fitting  that 
this  Parliament,  which  represents  the 
richest  community  in  the  world,  should 
stand  aloof  and  refuse  a  contribution  pro- 
portioned to  the  wealth  of  this  country 
and  its  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of 
die  Indian  people.  As  far  as  I  can  judge, 
there  is  in  the  country  no  unwillingness 
to  make  this  free  grant.  On  the  contrary, 
expressions  of  public  opinion  seem  all  to 
be  in  its  favour ;  and  I  brought  specially 
to  the  notice  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
memorial  in  support  of  a  free  grant  from 
so  important  a  public  body  as  the  Glasgow 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  As  regards  the 
purposes  of  this  free  gift,  I  would  repeat 
that  we  do  not  desire  it  to  be  used  in 
support  of  the  general  finances  of  India. 
It  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Viceroy,  to  be  utilised,  according  to  the 
local  needs  of  the  suffering  provinces,  in 
helping  the  prostrate  cultivators  to  their 
feet,  and  giving  them  a  chance  of  regain- 
ing their  normal  condition.  The  exces- 
sive need  in  the  present  case  has  arisen 
from  the  wholesale  destruction  of  plough 
and  milch  cattle  by  the  drought,  the  loss 
amounting  to  80  and  90  per  cent,  in  some 
districts.  Without  plough  cattle  the 
cultivators  cannot  take  advantage  of  the 
rains  now  falling ;  and  so  pressing  is  the 
need  that  the  Government  of  India  is 
making  advances  to  the  cultivators  for 
this  purpose  exceeding  a  million  sterling. 
But  this  relief  will  only  be  partial  and 
temporary,  for  those  loans  are  only 
made  to  those  who  can  give  security, 
and,  as  they  must  be  repaid,  the 
object  of  giving  the  cultivators  a 
fresh  start  will  not  be  accomplished. 
What  is  wanted  is  a  free  gift  of  cattle, 
seed,  and  implements,  to  all  who  desire 
to  return  to  their  village  homes  and 
regain  their  old  position  of  skilful  and  in- 
dustrious peasants.  The  noble  Lord  has 
told  the  House  how  devotedly  the  officials 
in  India  have  worked,  high  and  low.  I 
desire  respectfully  to  associate  myself  in 
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appreciating  the  noble  work  that  has  been 
done,  and  would  specially  mention  that 
from  all  parts  of  India  communications 
reach  me  expressing  deep  gratitude  to  his 
Excellency  the  Viceroy  for  his  personal 
exertions.  And  I  would  ask  whether 
this  House  would  not  be  fitly  recognising 
these  exertions  by  placing  at  Lord 
Gurzon's  disposal  funds  which  will  enable 
him  to  deal  promptly  and  effectually  with 
the  misery  by  which  he  is  surrounded.  I 
see  it  announced  that  he  is  about  to  visit 
Gujerat,  which  is  probably  the  most 
sorely  afflicted  province  in  India  ;  and  if 
the  House  will  bear  with  me  I  will  read  a 
short  extract  describing  the  condition  of 
the  people  there,  as  seen  by  Mr.  Vaughan 
Nash,  the  special  correspondent  of  the 
Manchester  Guardian — 

"  When  I  look  back  on  the  scenes  through 
which  I  have  passed  and  think  of  the  sum 
total  of  human  misery,  and  the  despair  I  have 
seen  on  people's  faces,  and  the  ruin  this  famine 
has  brought  on  their  homes  and  fields  and  on 
their  families,  I  feel  it  is  hopeless  to  attempt 
to  put  into  words  the  agony  of  India.  You 
see  these  simple  childlike  races,  devoted  to  their 
homes  and  their  children,  made  outcasts  by  the 
famine  and  forced  to  abandon  their  customs 
and  leave  their  homes  to  get  a  little  bread  by 
labour  at  h  tone- breaking  or  earth-carrying. 
Most  poignant  of  all  in  the  appeal  it  made  to 
me  was  the  silence  and  submission  with  which 
they  bear  their  trials.  In  the  hospital  sheds, 
where  you  pick  your  way  between  the  rows  of 
dying,  or  out  in  the  burning  sun,  where 
mothers  are  hammering  stones  with  one  hand 
and  hugging  a  child  with  the  other,  you  rarely 
hear  a  complaint.  Even  the  gift  of  tears  seems 
to  have  dried  up,  except  among  the  children, 
whom  you  see  crying  sometimes  by  the  side  of 
a  sick  mother.  Those  who  know  India  may 
be  able  to  tell  you  what  spirit  it  is  that  looks 
out  from  the  eyes  of  these  miserable*,  broken 
and  quenched  as  they  are,  and  which  keeps 
them  dignified  and  composed  in  surroundings 
that  are  degrading  and  horrifying.  It  seemed 
to  me  to  be  the  spirit  of  a  noble  people,  who 
|  had  won  refinement  and  discipline  wneu  our 
|  own  forefathers  were  savages,  a  people  we 
i  may  well  be  glad  to  succour  and  proud  to  rule, 
looking  out  at  the  wreck  of  all  things,  seeing 
their  gods,  their  homes,  their  country  shrivel- 
ling to  dust  and  ashes." 

No  words  of  mine  will  add  to  the  pathos 
of  this  description.  But  in  asking  hon. 
Members  to  take  a  merciful  view  of  the 
present  appeal  I  would  remind  them  that 
the  famine  in  India  is  essentially  a  famine 
of  money,  not  of  food,  and  that,  on  an 
average  three-halfpence  a  day  is  sufficient 
to  keep  these  poor  people  from  the  pangs 
of  death  by  hunger.  I  beg  to  second  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  friend. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
'looking  to  the  special  needs  of  the  famine- 
stricken  people  iu  India  at  the  present  time, 
this  Bouse  recognises  that  funds  are  urgently 
required  to  feed,  clothe,  and  house  the  culti- 
vators in  their  villages  until  their  crops  are 
ripe  ;  to  provide  them  with  plough  cattle,  seed, 
and  other  requisites  of  cultivation  ;  and  to 
restore  them  to  their  normal  economic  condi- 
tion ;  that  these  requirements  cannot  be 
adequately  met  from  Indian  revenues  raised 
from  the  suffering  Indian  people,  and  within 
the  necessarily  restricted  held  of  ordinary 
relief  operations ;  that  the  funds  subscribed 
by  charity  are  altogether  insufficient  for  these 
purposes ;  and  this  House  is  therefore  of 
opinion  that  a  large  and  generous  fre»»  grant 
should  be  provided  to  assist  in  meeting  this 
unprecedented  calamity,'  instead  thereof." — 
{Mr.  Souttar.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
respectful  to  the  House  that  I,  who  am 
very  little  cognisant  of  the  affairs  of 
India,  should  attempt  to  detain  it  with 
arguments  on  the  general  subject  on  an 
evening  when  the  debate  must  range  over 
so  vast  a  field  ;  but  the  Amendment  which 
has  been  moved  induces  me  to  detain  the 
House  for  a  short  time  while  I  express 
the  views  of  the  Government  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  a  subject  which  commends 
itself  to  all  our  sympathies.  All  of  us 
must  have  deeply  felt  the  sufferings  in 
India  from  this  terrible  famine ;  all  of  us 
have  desired  on  the  ground  of  that  senti- 
ment to  which  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
East  Wolverhampton  referred  to  assist 
India  if  she  needs  assistance,  even  at  con- 
siderable cost  to  ourselves.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  in  what  I  have  to  say  to  the 
House,  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  in 
any  way  approaching  this  subject  merely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  But  I  am  bound  to 
say  something  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, for  I  am  afraid  that  what  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  said  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  even- 
ing is  but  too  true — that  nowadays  every 
one  sympathises  with  expenditure,  and 
few  people  indeed  care  how  that  expendi- 
ture is  to  be  provided.  What  are  we 
asked  to  do  by  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
member  1  It  would  not  have  been,  I 
believe,  in  accordance  with  our  rules  that 


it  should  have  specified  any  sum  as  a 
grant  to    India    in  the    painful  circum- 
stances   in    which    the    Amendment  is       ; 
submitted,  but  on  the  Paper  we  find  that      i 
the  hon.  Member  desires  to  grant  a  sum      ] 
of  £5,000,000  to  India  in  aid  of  this 
famine.     Now    the    speech  of  the   hon. 
Member  who  made  this  proposal  differed 
in   one  very  material  respect  from  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded. 
The  hon.  Member  who  made  this  proposal 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  sufferings  of 
the  population  of  India  from  taxation; 
and  that  view  was  also  taken  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman   the    Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton,  who,  I  think,  suggested 
to  the  House  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  famine  large  remissions  of  taxation 
would  have  been  made  in  India;  and  there- 
fore he  argued — though  I  do  not  quite  see 
that    the    argument  was  justified — that 
India  was  more  highly  taxed  than  this 
country.     If  there  is  to  be  a  question  of 
a  grant  to  India  from  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer, I  hope  hon.  Members  will  recol- 
lect when  they  talk  so  readily  about  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  that  the  Exchequer  is 
the  Exchequer  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
not  of  the  Empire  at  large  ;  and  if  it  be  a 
question  of  the  power  of  India  to  bear 
taxation  for  this  purpose,  and  the  power 
of  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  present 
time    to    make    this    grant,  there   are 
some  facts  which  I  should  like  to  place 
before  the  consideration  of  hon.  Members. 
We  have  heard  from  my  noble    friend 
that    the     surplus    of      India    in    the 
year     just     closed     is    £2,800,000.      I 
believe    that  in    the    previous  year   it 
was  £2,600,000 ;  but  I  have  to  remind 
the  House  that  our  deficit  in  the  year  just 
closed   was  nearly  £14,000,000,  that  our 
estimated  deficit  in  the  present  year  is 
something  like    £23,000,000,  and    that 
within  the  last  few  days  additional  Esti- 
mates to  the  extent  of  £13,000,000  have 
been  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House.    It  is 
j  perfectly  clear,   therefore,  that  for  our 
I  own    objects    we     are    not     only    not 
I  paying  our  way  at  the  present  time,  but 
!  that  we  are  largely  increasing  the  debt  of 
I  the  country.     What  does  the  proposal  of 
I  the  hon.  Member  amount  to,  and  how  is 
|  this  £5,000,000  to  be  provided  1    Is  it  to 
be  provided  by  increased  taxation  in  this 
country  ?      Increased   taxation  for   this 
object  would  be  no  more  possible  than  it 
was  for  the  whole  of  the  great  expendi- 
ture of  the  war.    What  we  are  asked  to 
do,  therefore,  when  we  have  in  the  present 
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jear  and  last  year  added  to  our  debt 
£37,000,000,  and  when  we  may  have  to 
add  more,  is  to  increase  our  debt  still 
farther  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
£9,000,000  to  India,  the  whole  net  debt 
of  which  is  no  more  than  £30,000,000. 
Kit  is  it  for  the  relief  of  our  Indian 
fellow  subjects  1  I  speak  subject  to 
correction,  but  I  believe  that  the  main 
suffering  from  this  famine  is  in  the 
native  States,  for  the  finances  of  which 
and  for  the  subjects  of  which  we  are 
in  no  degree  responsible ;  and  therefore  it 
is  proposed  £hat  either  by  way  of  increased 
dent  or  increased  taxation — probably  by 
way  of  increased  debt — the  taxpayers  of 
this  country  should  at  such  a  time  as  this 
provide  £5,000,000  mostly  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  inhabitants  of  the  native  States, 
over  whose  finances  we  have  no  power  at  all. 
That  is  a  proposition  which  appears  to  me 
to  demand  the  most  careful  consideration  of 
anyone  who  has  the  least  regard  for  the 
finances  of  this  country.  I  notice  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  who  seconded  the 
Amendment  did  not  put  it  on  the 
ground  of  the  taxation  of  India  at 
all.  He  says,  "I  do  not  want  to 
relieve  the  finances  of  India  or  the 
taxation  of  India."  He  agrees  that  the 
Indian  Government  has  sufficient  means 
and  power  to  raise  money  to  meet  all  the 
exigencies ;  the  hon.  Baronet  put  it  purely 
on  the  ground  of  charity.  His  suggestion 
was  that  it  was  a  grant  we  should  never 
miss,  and  I  think  the  hon.  Member  who 
made  the  proposal  said  it  would  be  a 
generous  gift  out  of  our  fulness  and 
abounding  wealth  to  the  poverty-stricken 
population  of  India.  I  have  shown  the 
House  the  condition  of  the  Exchequers  of 
the  two  countries  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  confess  astonishment  that  such  a 
proposition  should  be  based  on  such 
grounds  as  these,  because  it  is  not  as  if 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the  finances 
of  India  came  to  the  Government  of 
this  country,  or  came  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  said,  "  We  are  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  we  are  unable  to  provide 
sufficient  means  to  meo:  what  is  required 
of  us ;  we  feel  that  we  require  the  help 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  this  great 
Indian  difficulty ;  we  appeal  to  you  for 
that  help  which  we  think  you  ought  to 
give  us  in  remembrance  of  the  past  and 
what  we  have  done  for  you.  That 
would  be  a  request  which  I  should  be  the 
last  man  to  disregard  ;  it  would  be  a  re- 
quest which  I  should  feel  bound  to  con- 


sider to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  what- 
ever the  condition  of  our  finances  here ; 
but  it  is  not  the  proposition  we  are  con- 
sidering to-night.  We  have  been  told  by 
my  noble  friend,  speaking  after  commu- 
nication with  the  Government  of 
India  and  with  the  authority  of  the 
Council  of  India,  that  this  grant  is  not 
required ;  and,  more,  not  only  that  it  is 
not  required,  but  that  nothing  could  be 
!  done  in  the  circumstances  as  they  now 
J  exist  which  would  be  more  prejudicial 
i  to  the  future  of  India  than  such  a  grant 
as  is  suggested.  I  think  someone  said 
that  it  would  make  no  precedent,  because 
this  is  the  most  serious  famine  that  has 
ever  been.  But  it  would  be  a  most  dan- 
gerous precedent.  Cannot  the  hon. 
Member  see  that  if  there  be  one  duty 
more  than  another  incumbent  on  the 
Government  of  India  it  is  to  provide  be- 
forehand for  serious  famines  of  this  kind  ? 
Cannot  he  see  that  if  we  were  to  once 
give  such  a  grant  as  is  proposed  with- 
out a  request  from  the  Secretary  for 
India  in  Council,  little  provision  for 
famine  would  be  made  in  future  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  felt  the  force  of  that 
argument  used  by  my  noble  friend,  and 
I  for  one  would  never  be  responsible  for 
detracting  so  completely  from  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  India  Office,  for  the 
thing  which  above  all  others  they  dught 
to  care  for,  the  preparations  they  should 
make  by  the  machinery  of  their  admini- 
strative government  for  famine  by  im- 
posing upon  ourselves  a  burden  that  they 
do  not  ask  us  to  bear,  and  for  which  they 
have  a  special  fund. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER:  You  did  it 
in  the  Afghan  War. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  Why  1  Be- 
cause it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Parliament 
of  that  day  that  the  Afghan  War  had  been 
undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the  Home 
Government  and  against  the  necessities 
or  requirements  of  India,  and,  therefore, 
in  fairness  the  people  of  the  United  King 
dom  should  pay  for  it.  But  this  is  an 
entirely  different  thing  from  making  a 
grant  towards  the  Indian  famine  against 
the  wish  of  the  Secretary  for  India.  Is 
it  suggested  for  a  moment  that  we  are 
not  doing  anything  at  the  present  time  to 
assist  the  Indian  Government  in  matters 
of  finance  ?  The  hon.  Member  who  made 
this  proposal  stated  that  among  the  advan- 


1387 


Hit  Indian 


{COMMONS} 


138* 


tages  which  India  bad  given  to  the 
United  Kingdom  was  that  she  had  lent 
32,000  troops  for  South  Africa  and 
China.  That  no  doubt  is  the  case,  but 
wc  are  paying  for  thorn.  We  are 
relieving  India  of  the  whole  cost 
of  those  troops  while  they  are  era- 
ployed  in  South  Africa  and  China, 
Why  is  it  that  the  people  of  India  main- 
tain an  army  like  every  other  State?  It 
is  required  not  merely  lor  quiet  times  but 
for  times  of  emergency  j  and  this  being  a 
quiet  time  in  India  she  is  able,  at  our 
request,  to  spare  some  Indian  troops 
for  service  both  in  South  Africa  and  in 
China,  We  are  paying  the  whole  of  the 
cost  of  those  troops,  though  from  my 
point  of  vifw  it  appears  that  India  has 
some  interest  in  Chinese  affairs  as  well  as 
the  United  Kingdom.  By  paying  the 
whole  of  the  cost  of  these  troops  we  shall 
relieve  India  in  this  present  financial  year, 
I  suppose,  probably  of  not  loss  than 
£3,000,000.  I  do  hope  that  the  House  will 
have  some  regard  in  this  matter  not  only 
to  the  claims  of  sentiment  and  sympathy, 
but  also  to  the  claims  of  reason  and  sound 
finance  in  India  and  in  this  country.  The 
hon.  Member  deprecated  India  being  called 
upon  to  meet  this  famine  by  borrowing. 
Why  should  we  who  are  not  responsible 
for  this  famine  be  called  upon  to  meet  it 
by  borrowing!  If  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment comes  to  us  and  says  that  their 
resources  aro  exhausted,  that  the  future 
before  them  is  so  dark  that  they  do  not 
see  their  way  to  meet  this  terrible 
calamity  without  assistance  from  us,  that 
assistance  will  be  cordially  given  ;  but  till 
that  request  is  made  I  hope  the  House 
will  support  the  Government  in  declining 
to  assent  to  a  proposal  which,  recom- 
mended as  it  may  be  by  claims  of  senti- 
ment and  sympathy,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
contrary  to  the  future  advantage  not 
merely  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  of 
India  itself. 

♦Mr.  MACLEAN;  The  House  has  now 
had  the  privilege  of  hearing  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  real 
reason  which  has  induced  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  refuse  to  give  a  grant 
to  India.  Such  a  grant  has  been  approved 
of  by  the  public  feeling  in  this  country, 
but  it  has  never  been  listened  to  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  Now  we  know 
from  tine  responsible  administrator  of  the 
finances  of  this  Km  pi  re  what  is  the  real 
reason  that  has  induced  the  Government 

Sir  M  ITisfa  Beach 


to  take  up  this  position  in  regard  to  thi* 
matter.      The    Chancellor    of    the    Ex- 
chequer says  that  this  is  a  time  of  great 
pressure  upon  the  finances  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  he  also  saya  that  it  is  a 
time  of  great  prosperity  for  the  finances 
of  India,      But  is  there  any  real  com- 
parison between  the  two  countries  ?    Aro 
not  the  resources  of  every 
England   one    hundredfold*  greater  than 
those  of  the  Indian  peasant  I     I f 
know  the  extreme  pressure  of  the 
tion  on  the  poor  people  of  India  T   In  this 
country  taxation  is  scar  any 

body,  and  it  is  a  very  light  pressure  up»'»n 
the  country*     The  taxes  here  are  mainly 
paid  by  the  wealthy,  and  they  are  hardly 
felt  by  the  poorest  in  our   midst.     Bnt 
every  poor  man  in  India  pays  his  share  of 
taxation,  and  feels  the  pressure  *4  if 
acutely  indeed     I  was  surprise*.  1  to 
I  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aay  that 
I  no  appeal  had  ever  been  made  from  I 
j  for    help,    and    that    if  such  an  appeal 
I  were  made  it  would  have  at  once  been 
listened  to. 

s,n  M,  HICKS  BEACH  :  Not  by  the 

|  Government. 

♦MB.     MACLEAN:    Why    has    Loni 

j  Gurzon  had  to  scour  the  world  i: 
,  hope    of  getting   charity    from    all   the 
nations  of  the  earth  instead  of  coming  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  at  home*  from 
|  whom  he  might  have  got  fifty  times  as 
;  much  as  all  the   foreign  countries  wet* 
I  subscribing  in  charity  for  the   benefit  of 
I  India  7  Is  it  not  that  he  has  had  a  hint  from 
the  Government  that  it  is  not  desirable, 
'  and  that  it  is  not  considered  appropriatt* 
that   they  should   be  pressed  to  give  a 
large    grant    to    India    at    the    present 
moment.      The   Chancellor   of  the    Ex- 
I  chequer  says  that  no  need  has  arisen,     I 
say  it  has  arisen.     It  has  been  asserted 
in  many  of  the  speeches  which  have  been 
made  that  everything  has  been  done  in 
India    to  avert    famine   that    was    pos- 
sible,    but      that     is     not     the     case. 
Within  the  last  forty  years   there  have 
been       ten       recurring      famines 
j  India    which    have    swept    away    at    a 
moderate  computation  15,000,000  human 
beings.     These   people   have   been  abso- 
lutely wiped  out  of  existence.     The  pre- 
sent  famine  is   incomparably   a   greater 
famine   than   any   of    the   nine   famines 
which  have  preceded  it*     We  cannot  tell 
at  the  present  moment  what  the  ex 
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of  that  famine  has  been,  but  I  should  say 
ft  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  declare 
that  between  2,000,000  and  3,000,000 
human  beings  have  died  through  the 
ravages  of  this  famine  in  India.  There- 
fore, when  it  is  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Wolver- 
hampton that  the  administration  of  famine 
relief  in  India  during  the  past  year  has 
been  marked  by  wonderful  success,  I 
deny  that  that  has  been  the  case.  The 
first  plain  duty  of  the  Government  has 
been  frankly  acknowledged  to  be  to  pre- 
vent death,  and  I  say  with  perfect  fear- 
lessness in  this  House  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  prevented  death,  and  that 
people  have  died  every  week  by  tens  of 
thousands  without  getting  any  help  from 
die  Government  at  all.  Look  at  the  re- 
turns published  from  Bombay  of  the  deaths 
which  have  occurred  in  that  Presidency, 
and  in  the  native  States.  There  are 
1,000,000  people  on  famine  relief  in  the 
Bombay  rresidencv,  and  the  deaths 
among  those  people  alone  amount  to 
13,000  per  week — that  is  to  say,  between 
650,000  and  700,000  deaths  in  one  year. 
Therefore  in  two  years,  if  this  famine 
lasts,  the  whole  of  that  population  of 
1,250,000  human  beings  will  have  been 
completely  swept  away  by  the  ravages  of 
famine.  It  has  been  stated  in  many 
quarters  that  it  is  not  famine  that  has 
caused  the  death  of  all  these  people  but 
cholera,  or  intermittent  fever.  But  those 
are  merely  different  names  for  the  same 
thing,  and  they  are  merely  aliases  for 
what  is  the  real  cause  of  the  death  of  the 
people  which  is  simply  starvation.  The 
people  come  to  these  relief  camps  which 
are  nothing  but  pest  houses  where  they 
are  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  epidemics. 
They  come  to  these  relief  camps  from 
their  homes  in  the  last  stage  of  exhaustion, 
for  they  have  not  the  means  of  subsistence 
or  the  means  of  recovering  strength  to  do 
the  work  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
do.  Consequently  they  fall  victims  to 
these  epidemic  diseases  and  they  die  off 
rapidly.  That  is  the  cause  of  the 
appalling  mortality  which  has  occurred 
in  India.  Upon  whom  does  the  respon- 
sibility for  this  mortality  rest?  It  is 
a  mortality  which  is  admitted  on  all 
hands,  and  even  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  would  not 
venture  to  deny  it.  Upon  whom  does 
the  responsibility  rest  ?  It  is  divided  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Viceroy  of  India.      I  do  not  mean  the 


Secretary  of  State  personally.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  his  sympathy  with  the  people  of 
India,  and  I  agree  with  a  great  deal  he 
has  said  about  the  admirable  way  in 
which  a  great  part  of  the  work  has  been 
done,  f  am  aware  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  spent,  but  the  staff  out 
there  has  not  been  sufficient  to  give  the 
people  relief.  Directly  cholera  appeared, 
those  great  camps  that  are  formea  should 
have  been  broken  up  and  the  people 
distributed  in  their  own  districts,  and 
looked  after  more  carefully  by  officers 
of  the  Government.  The  Governor 
of  Bombay  acknowledges  that  his  staff 
was  so  small  that  the  areas  affected  could 
not  be  covered.  There  is  room  for  the 
employment  of  Imperial  funds  and  Im- 
perial officers  to  help  those  civil 
and  military  servants  of  the  Crown 
in  India  who  have  been  so  splen- 
didly doing  their  work  as  English- 
men under  most  difficult  circumstances. 
But  nothing  of  the  sort  has  been  done  by 
the  Government  of  India.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  have  sat  still  and  done  nothing. 
The  noble  Lord  has  waited  in  his  office 
for  the  monsoon  to  appear.  He  has  of 
course  written  the  inevitable  letter  to  the 
Lord  Mayor,  which  seems  to  be  a  remedy 
for  all  the  ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to. 
Instead  of  presenting  money  to  that 
country,  he  is  now  going  to  accept  a 
large  gift  of  money  from  the  Maharaja 
of  Gwalior,  who  is  a  rich  Indian  prince. 
The  noble  Lord  came  down  here  the 
other  day  with  an  admirable  ingenuous- 
ness which  we  cannot  too  much  applaud, 
and  spoke  of  the  great  gift  which  the 
Maharaja  of  Gwalior  has  made  in  order 
to  fit  up  a  hospital  for  the  benefit  of 
our  soldiers  and  sailors  engaged  in  the 
Chinese  War.  I  should  say  that  when 
the  Imperial  Government  received  an 
offer  of  that  sort — which  seems  to  me  to 
be  only  another  illustration  of  that 
spurious  Imperialism  which  is  spreading 
like  a  parasite  over  the  whole  British 
Empire — at  a  time  when  India  is  suffering 
the  terrible  ravages  of  famine  ;  when 
they  received  an  offer  of  nearly  £200,000 
from  an  Indian  prince,  they  would  have 
had  the  politeness  to  refuse  such  an 
offer  and  tell  that  native  prince  that 
he  could  better  employ  his  money  by 
giving  it  to  his  own  starving  fellow 
countrymen  at  home.  We  have  had 
enough  of  these  offers  of  gifts  of 
hospitals  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
England  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  accept 
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such  gifts  from  any  country  so  long  as 
we  are  rich  and  strong  enough  to  main- 
tain our  own  soldiers  and  sailors  in  health 
or  in  sickness ;  and  we  do  not  want  to 
have  hospitals  sent  to  us  as  free  gifts, 
either  by  enterprising  citizens  in  America 
or  India  who  desire  social  recognition  in 
English  society,  or  from  Indian  princes 
who  wish  to  compete  with  one  another 
for  the  favour  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. So  much  with  regard  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  Home  Government. 
But  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  lies  much  deeper.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Viceroy  of  India  is  a 
man  of  great  personal  energy  and 
ability,  and  he  has  taken  a  step  which 
I  ventured  two  months  ago  to  re- 
commend him  to  take  in  this  House.  I 
stated  here  that  it  would  be  very  much 
better  if  instead  of  issuing  admirable  re* 
gulations  he  came  down  from  the  heights 
of  Simla  and  went  about  in  the  poor  dis- 
tricts to  see  for  himself  what  could  be 
done  to  deal  with  this  great  difficulty. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  He  visited  all 
the  districts  last  year. 

*Mr.  MACLEAN  :  Yes,  that  was  a 
long  time  ago.  But  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  that  he  is  now  trying  to  put  all  the 
new  energy  he  can  into  the  people  who 
are  charged  with  the  duty  of  conduct- 
ing the  administration  in  India.  There 
is  this  to  be  said  with  regard  to  the 
resolution  proposed  by  my  hon.  friend 
opposite:  that  it  will  have  to  come 
eventually  to  a  free  gift  to  the  people 
of  India  from  the  Imperial  Treasury. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  India  is  bleeding 
to  death  under  our  rule,  and  that  the 
country  is  nearly  exhausted.  India 
has  mainly  an  agricultural  population, 
but  the  people  have  not  the  means 
by  which  they  can  produce  crops  and  re- 
store the  land  to  a  state  of  fertility  unless 
a  free  gift  is  made  to  them.  A  free  gift 
given  in  the  way  of  charity  will  not  suffice, 
for  the  money  will  be  spent  upon  neces- 
saries and  the  land  will  be  no  better  off. 
Such  gifts  ought  to  be  supplemented  with 
a  comprehensive  policy,  and  one  dis- 
tinguished by  foresight.  That  policy  was 
framed  long  ago  by  the  Government  of 
India  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  public  servants  who  ever 
existed  in  India.  Forty  years  ago  when 
there  was  a  great  famine  in  the  North- 
er. Maclean. 


West  Provinces  Lord  Canning,  who  was 
Viceroy  of  India,  appointed  the  late 
Colonel  Baird  Smith,  who  was  equally  dis- 
tinguished by  his  valour  and  his  adminis- 
trative capacity,  to  draw  up  a  report 
upon  the  famine  and  advise  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  as  to  what  could  be  done 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  i 
stupendous  calamity.  Colonel  Baird  Smith 
injured  his  own  health  in  pursuing  that 
work,  but  he  furnished  a  most  compre- 
hensive and  able  State  paper  in  which  he 
recommended  that  the  land  assessment  of 
India  should  be  permanently  settled  for 
the  whole  of  that  country,  and  not  merely 
in  a  few  provinces  of  Bengal  That  wag 
a  distinct  recommendation  that  he  made, 
and  he  converted  to  his  view  not  only 
Lord  Canning,  but  also  Lord  Lawrence 
and  Sir  Richard  Temple.  Not  only  did 
he  convert  people  out  in  India,  but  that 
policy  of  settling  the  land  revenue  on 
a  fair  basis  and  fixing  it  for  all  time 
was  taken  up  in  this  country  by 
the  late  Sir  Charles  Wood  and  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote,  and  it  only  failed 
because  the  Manchester  school  at  that 
time  foresaw  that  if  the  land 
revenue  was  reduced  very  heavy 
indirect  taxation  would  be  the  result 
and  large  import  duties  would  be 
levied  on  English  piece  goods.  That 
is  the  real  remedy  for  the  state  of 
things  which  exists  in  India,  and  it  is  the 
only  manner  in  which  the  ryot  will  he 
enabled  to  accumulate  stock  and  to  devote 
all  his  energy  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  At  the  present  time  the  Indian 
peasant  is  virtually  taxed  upon  his  own 
improvements.  He  is  rack-rented  on  his 
own  improvements.  Directly  he  gets  his 
head  above  water  and  succeeds  in  culti- 
vating a  certain  portion  of  land,  and 
getting  more  out  of  it,  the  agent  of  the 
State  comes  down  on  him  and  demands 
half  the  net  profit  of  his  field,  and  drives 
him  back  again  to  the  stage  of  despair 
from  which  he  had  just  emerged.  Depend 
upon  it,  if  we  are  ever  to  appreciate  our 
real  responsibility  to  the  people  of  India 
we  must  undertake  a  reform  of  this  land 
assessment,  and  we  must  fix  it  on  a 
reasonable  scale.  When  I  mentioned  this 
subject  in  the  House  a  couple  of  months 
ago,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Wolverhampton  rebuked  me 
for  saying  that  the  land  revenues  of  India 
brought  in  £18,000,000  a  year,  and  were 
in  spite  of  the  famine  expected  to  bring 
in  that  amount  next  year.  The  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  quoted  Mr.  Fawcett  to  show 
that  these  land  revenues  were  merely  a 
portion  of  the  rent.  Those  of  us  who 
lave  had  any  connection  with  India,  and 
who  have  studied  the  working  of  the 
bad  assessment  and  the  terrible  results 
which     follow     from     it,     know     the 

Kdtion  much  better  than  Mr. 
wcett,  and  We  are  not  going 
to  be  overawed  by  schoolmen  from  Oxford 
cr  Cambridge.  Only  to-day  I  came  upon 
an  extract  from  a  book  which  was  sent  me 
which,  shows  the  view  taken  of  this  matter 
by  no  less  a  person  than  Sir  Louis  Mallet, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  fervent  disciples 
of  Cobden,  John  Stuart  Mill,  and  the 
Manchester  school.  He  had  also  some 
acquaintance  with  India,  and  he  said  that 
die  results  of  this  land  assessment  were 
underrated,  and  that  he  would  rejoice  to 
see  it  placed  on  a  more  satisfactory 
footing.  That  would  be  a  policy  worthy 
of  an  Empire  like  this  to  undertake.  We 
are  accustomed  to  speak  of  the  benefits 
which  railways  and  irrigation  works  have 
conferred  in  India.  I  do  not  undervalue 
these  great  improvements,  but  I  say  the 
natural  fertility  of  the  land  in  spite  of 
them  is  decreasing  in  India.  I  will  quote 
one  or  two  figures  showing  that.  In  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  during 
the  height  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Mogul 
Empire,  the  average  produce  of  rice  in 
India  was  1,335  lb.  per  acre,  of  wheat 
1,155  lb.,  and  of  cotton  67  lb.  The 
statistics  for  the  nineteenth  century  show 
that  the  average  yield  of  rice  per  acre  is 
from  800  lb.  to  900  lb.,  of  wheat  600  lb., 
and  of  cotton  52  lb.,  so  that  the  actual 
produce  of  the  land,  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  been  done,  has  fallen  something  like 
50  per  cent.  The  question  which  suggests 
itself  is,  what  remedial  measures  must  bo 
adopted  to  improve  the  fertility  of  the 
soil  i  I  venture  to  point  out  one  such 
measure  based  on  the  most  careful 
study  of  India,  and  recommended  by 
some  of  the  most  able  statesmen 
who  have  ever  ruled  that  country,  and 
that  is  to  revise  the  system  of  land 
assessment  and  to  give  fair  play  to  the 
Indian  agriculturist.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  Lord  Curzon  would  examine  this 
matter  for  himself  he  would  build  up  for 
himself  an  enduring  fame  and  would 
redeem  this  country  from  the  reproach 
that  while  India  has  a  most  fertile  soil 
and  a  most  docile  population  she  has  a 
very  incompetent  Government. 
VOL  LXXXVl 


*Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
Barnsley) :  Having  travelled  through  the 
famine-stricken  districts  in  India  early 
this  year,  and  having  seen  the  terrible 
suffering  of  the  population,  I  feel  I  must 
offer  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
proposal  which  has  been  made  that  India 
should  be  given  a  grant  of  £5,000,000 
out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  I  desire 
to  bear  testimony  from  my  own  personal 
observation  to  the  most  admirable  and 
self-sacrificing  manner  in  which  officials, 
from  the  Viceroy  down  to  the  lowest 
official  in  India,  are  grappling  with  this 
terrible  devastating  famine  which  has 
spread  over  so  wide  an  area  and  which  is 
greater  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
people  affected  by  it  than  possibly  any 
famine  which  has  ever  occurred  in  the 
history  of  India.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  act  of  sympathy  if  the  House  of 
Commons  unanimously  voted  this  money 
without  a  word  of  discussion,  but  I  go 
beyond  that,  and  I  say  that  it  would  be 
an  act  of  restitution  to  the  people  of 
India.  We  have  a  right  to  come  to 
their  assistance  in  this  time  of  severe 
emergency.  Lord  Welby's  Commission 
acknowledged  that  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  million  annually  was  being  over- 
paid to  the  Exchequer  of  this  country 
from  India,  in  connection  with  the  finan- 
cial arrangements  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  that  it  should  be  put  an  end 
to.  But  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
this  policy  is  not  to  be  retrospective. 
We  know  that  this  sum  of  money  at  least 
has  been  exacted  from  the  people  of  India 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  which  amounts 
to  the  £5,000,000  proposed  in  this  reso- 
lution. If  we  grant  it,  we  shall  have  had 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  of  the  interest 
we  have  derived  from  that  money,  to  which 
we  have  no  just  claim.  Is  it  not  also  a 
fact  that  a  third  of  the  whole  British 
Army  is  quartered  in  India,  and  that 
one-third  of  our  Army  Reserves  are  being 
created  at  the  cost  of  India  ?  I  do  not 
know  how  far  that  aspect  of  the  question 
was  taken  into  consideration  by  Lord 
Welby's  Commission.  We  have  been  told 
to-night  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  the  inhabitants  of  the  native 
States  of  India  have  practically  no  claim 
on  the  sympathy  and  the  financial  aid  of 
this  country.  1  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  it  is  or  is  not  true 
that  the  Queen  of  England  is  Empress  of 
the  whole  of  India,  and  that  every  in- 
habitant of   India    is  a  subject  of   the 
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Empress  ?  That  being  so,  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  inhabitants  in  the  native 
States  have  an  equal  claim  to  our  assist- 
ance and  generosity  as  have  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  States  directly  governed  by 
us.  We  are  told  that  India  is  to  receive 
considerable  financial  relief  by  the  fact  of 
20,000  troops   from  that  country  have 


the  whole  railway  system  in  India, 
and  it  can  be  improved  still  further. 
We  know  that  reproductive  public  works 
have  not  given  sufficient  employment  to 
the  people  of  India ;  but  we  would  not 
only  be  giving  them  present  employment 
by  opening  up  the  country  in  this  way, 
but  works  would   be   undertaken  which 


gone  to  South  Africa  and 
to  uphold  the  interests  of  the 
British  Empire.  We  are  told  that 
that  will  mean  a  saving  of  at  least 
£3,000,000  sterling.  I  find  that  the 
total  net  cost  of  the  armv  in  India  is 
£15,000,000  sterling,  and  "that  20,000 
troops  are  just  about  a  tenth  of  the  whole 
native  and  European  army,  and  there- 
fore it  appears  to  me  that  the  utmost 
saving  to  the  Exchequer  of  India  that 
can  be  effected  if  these  troops  remain 
absent  for  a  year  will  be  one  and  a  half 
millions,  not  three  millions.  With  regard 
to  the  famine  and  to  the  measures 
which  are  necessary  for  the  relief  of 
its  victims,  my  own  view  is  that  what 
is  needed  is  a  vigorous  policy  of  open- 
ing up  and  developing  India  by  the 
laying  down  of  more  railways,  and  especi- 
ally the  construction  of  irrigation  works, 


to  China  would  permanently  give  considerable  em- 
ployment to  the  people  of  India.  In  con- 
nection with  the  East  India  Railway,  we 
find  that  they  cannot  get  the  Government 
of  India  to  allow  them  to  raise  money 
which  is  so  urgently  required  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  line  with  rolling 
stock.  The  other  day  a  deputation  of 
Calcutta  merchants  brought  this  matter 
specially  under  my  notice.  We  find  that 
the  great  East  India  Railway  during  the 
last  twenty  years  has  not  only  discharged 
nine  millions  of  capital  debt,  but  has  also 
covered  a  capital  expenditure  of  from  six 
to  seven  millions,  and  has  reduced  its 
liability  to  the  Government  of  India  by 
twelve  millions.  At  present  the  surphu 
profit  from  the  East  India  Railway  coming 
into  the  Exchequer  is  more  than  a  million 
annually.  What  is  the  situation  at 
present  1    One  firm  owning  collieries  had 


so  as  to  grapple  with  the  question  once  j  30,000  tons  of  coal  stocked  at  the  collie- 
for  all  and  lessen  immensely  the  proba- 1  ries;  they  had  ships  waiting  at  Calcutta  for 
bility  of  the  recurrence  of  famine.  I  am  j  it ;  and  yet  they  could  not  get  them  loaded 
sorry  to  notice  that  in  connection  with  \  for  six  weeks  because  the  railway  com- 
the  heavy  expenditure  on  famine  relief  j  pany  had  not  the  necesssary  rolling  stock 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reduce  the  I  to  carry  the  coal  to  the  port  of  shipment. 
amount  spent  on  railway  construction  .  It  is  also  true  that  wheat  and  seeds  have 
and  irrigation  works.  When  I  was  in  |  been  detained  at  railway  stations  for 
Calcutta,  in  January  last,  I  had  an  oppor-  j  weeks  together  for  want  of  trucks.  A 
tunity  of  discussing  this  whole  question  j  gentleman  whom  I  only  met  to-day,  and 
with  the  Viceroy.  He  is  as  keen  on  rail- :  who  owns  large  works  in  Calcutta,  told 
way  extension,  and  the  construction  of  me  he  had  to  cease  work  because  he  could 
irrigation  works  as  anyone  can  possibly  j  not  get  coal  from  the  collieries. 
be,  and  I  know  that  he  greatly  regretted 
being  obliged  to  stop  the  construction  of 
railways  in  various  parte  of  India  on 
account  of  the  special  expenditure 
rendered  necessary  by  the  famine.  But 
what   I   wish  to  submit  to  the  House  is 

whether  there  is  any  reason  why  the  1 1  will  defer  any  further  statement  in 
construction  of  railways  should  not  pro- 1  regard  to  this  matter  until  this  particular 
ceed  irrespective  entirely  of  any  special  |  Amendment  has  been  disposed  of;  but 
expenditure  on  famine.  What  are  the  i  perhaps  I  would  be  in  order  in  urging 
facts  1  The  railways  of  India  last  year,  •  that  the  proper  way  to  deal  with  famine 
including  military  and  famine  lines,  |  in  India  is  by  opening  up  and  developing 
earned  an  average  dividend  of  5*32  per  i  the  country  by  railway  extensions  and  the 
cent.,  and  we  know  that  by  the  construe- !  construction  of  irrigation  works.  I  think 
tion  of  many  feeder  lines,  which  will  1 1  am  justified  in  advocating  that,  br 
pay  well  in  themselves,  the  profitable  |  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  railways  pay 
character  of  the  main  lines  is  likely  to  be  ;  exceedingly  well,  as  do  also  the  irrigation 
increased.     That  is  the  fmantiaA  xesvxlt,  oi  ( wotka.    The  irrigation  works   last  year 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER:   These    observations 
are  not  relevant  to  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:    I  had  no 
intention  of  going  beyond  my  right,  and 


1397 


The  Indian 


{26  July  1900} 


Budget. 


1398 


turned  on  an  average  a  profit  of  7  per 
cent.  The  interest  was  only  4  per  cent.,  and 
therefore  there  was  a  clear  profit  of  3  per 
which  went  into  the   Indian  Ex- 


ehequer.  Is  the  financial  position  of 
India,  after  all,  so  bad  that  the  work 
of  constructing  railways  and  the  carry- 
ing on  of  irrigation  works  should  not 
proceed?  The  railways  of  India  earn 
0*32  per  cent.,  and  I  presume  that  money 
to  extend  them  could  be  borrowed  at 
3}  per  cent.  I  find  in  the  explanatory 
statement  that  has  been  issued  that,  in 
taking  account  of  the  assets  and  liabili- 
ties of  India,  the  capital  value  and  not 
the  present  value  is  taken.  I  submit  to 
the  House  that  the  140  millions  which  is 
invested  in  railways  earning  5  J  per 
cent,  is  worth  more  than  that  capital  sum, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  irriga- 
tion works  on  which  23  millions  have 
been  spent;,  and  which  pay  on  an  average 
7  per  cent.,  are  certainly  a  marketable 
asset  worth  twice  the  amount  they  have 
cost.  On  that  calculation  the  total 
realisable  market  value  of  our  assets  in 
India  to-day  would  be  269  millions, 
whereas  the  total  debt  of  India  is  only 
212  millions,  showing  a  surplus  of  57 
millions.  Then,  again,  consider  the 
enormous  revenues  from  land.  We  got 
last  year  16  millions  from  that  source, 
which  at  twenty-five  years  purchase 
would  be  worth  400  millions.  The  only 
reason  I  quote  these  figures  is  that  I  hold 
that  the  financial  position  of  India  to- 
day is  so  excellent — there  is  no  debt  in 
the  sense  that  we  have  a  National  Debt, 
because  it  is  more  than  covered  by 
revenue-producing  assets — that  we  should 
be  able  to  proceed  with  railway  construc- 
tion and  irrigation  works,  irrespective 
altogether  of  the  value  of  the  telegraphs 
and  public  buildings,  and  the  enormous 
rovenues  from  land.  Why,  then,  does  not 
the  Government  of  India  deal  with  this 
question  of  railway  construction  and 
irrigation  works  on  its  merits  ?  Why  do 
they  not  separate  the  railway  and 
irrigation  accounts  from  the  general 
finances  of  India  1  They  would 
then  have  a  splendid  security,  and  they 
would  bo  in  a  position  to  raise  all  the 
money  they  required  for  railway  exten- 
sion and  irrigation  works.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  sympathies  will 
be  with  this  proposal,  and  that  ho  will  be 
able  to  announce  in  the  House  to-night 
that  at  any  rate  he  will  give  it  favour- 
able consideration,  and  that  before  long  a 


separation  of  accounts  may  take  place  so 
that  the  opening  up  of  India  will  not  be 
retarded  by  any  special  expenditure  in 
connection  with  famine.  The  extension 
of  railways  and  irrigation  works  is  the 
one  practical  way  to  increase  the  pros- 
perity of  India,  and  to  prevent  to  a  large 
extent  the  recurrence  of  famine,  and 
even  if  famine  did  appear  we  should  then 
be  in  a  much  better  position  to  grapple 
with  it. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner, 
Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  and 
forty  Members  being  found  present, 

♦Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.)  :  There 
is  one  feature  with  regard  to  the 
debate  tonight  on  which  I  wish  specially 
to  express  my  thanks  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government — namely,  the  unusually  early 
date  granted  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Indir.n  Budget.  I  welcome  this  arrange- 
ment, as  it  has  been  considered  a  griev- 
ance in  India  that  almost  the  only  definite 
opportunity  this  House  has  of  discussing 
questions  affecting  that  country  is  post- 
poned to  the  last  night  of  the  session. 
The  present  change  will  be  regarded  with 
satisfaction  in  India,  and  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  allowed  to  form  a  precedent  in 
future  years.  I  am  pleased  to  find  that 
all  the  Amendments  on  the  Order  Paper 
relating  to  the  Budget  have  reference  to 
the  famine,  which  evinces  the  great  con- 
cern which  the  House  as  a  whole  feels 
about  the  terrible  calamity  from  which 
India  is  suffering,  and  this  sympathy  by 
the  representatives  of  the  nation  will  be 
regarded  with  a  sense  of  gratitude  by  the 
people  of  that  country.  But  as  the  par- 
ticular motion  now  before  the  House  does 
not  embrace  all  the  points  covered  by 
the  several  Amendments,  I  wish,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  ask  your  decision  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  refer  to 
those  points,  and  especially  to  the  one 
with  regard  to  the  development  of 
technical  and  industrial  instruction,  which 
forms  the  subject-matter  of  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  my  name  as  follows — 

"  That  the  spread  of  famine  and  scarcity 
over  extensive  areas  and  affecting  millions-of 
inhabitants  in  India,  although  recurring  at 
irregular  intervals,  may  be  regarded  as  a 
certain  calamity  to  which  that  country 
is  periodically  exposed;  that  the  disastrous 
consequences  of  such  visitation  are  rendered 
unconquerable  by  the  fact  that  an  unusually 
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extension  of  irrigation  works,  to  which  as 
a  remedy  against  famines  Lord  Curzon 
has  wisely  directed  his  attention.  Under 
the  head  of  "  Reduction  of  Expenditure" 
might  be  included  a  readjustment  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  in  India  forces  which  are 
required  to  perform  Imperial  duties.  We 
have  had  considerable  and  valuable  testi- 
mony from  competent  statesmen  that  the 
Indian  foreign  policy  was  determined  by 
Imperial  rather  than  Indian  considera- 
tions, and  I  hail  the  announcement  made 
by  Lord  Onslow  in  another  place  a  few 
nights  ago  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  willing  to  accept  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Commission,  and  to 
give  at  least  £250,000,  and  probably  more, 
towards  the  relief  of  the  revenues  of  India/ 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  desire 
to  treat  India  not  only  equitably,  but 
liberally ;  and  that  if  time  were  given 
them  they  hoped  to  give  effect  to  other 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. I  trust  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  go  a  good  deal  further  in  their 
final  action  on  those  recommendations, 
and  see  their  way  to  make  further  coo- 
cessions  in  the  direction  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Wolverhampton  has  made  so  eloquent  an 
appeal  to-night  for  an  ampler  measure 
of  justice  to  India.  I  also  gladly  wel- 
come the  determination  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept  the  recommendation  of 
the  Commission  as  to  referring  to 
arbitration  questions  in  dispute  that 
may  arise  between  the  Imperial 
and  the  Indian  Governments.  The 
interests  of  India,  safeguarded  as  they 
are,  no  doubt,  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Viceroy,  are  apt  to  be  brushed 
aside  if  submitted  to  the  final  determina- 
tion of  the  Cabinet  alone.  But  if,  upon 
any  question  in  which  the  authority 
directly  connected  with  India  differs  from 
the  Imperial  authority,  the  points  upon 
which  they  differed  were  referred  to 
arbitration,  it  would  go  far  to  convince 
the  people  of  India  that  the  final  decision 

( arrived  at  was  a  fair  and  just  one. 
I  would  now  refer,  lastly,  to  the  great 
cause  which  leads  to  the  impoverishment 
of  the  resources  of  India,  and  exposes  her 
population  to  the  ravages  of  scarcity  and 
famine,  which  is  not  inaptly  called  the 
drain  of  the  wealth  of  India.  Under  this 
head  political  thinkers  and  speakers  in- 
clude a  great  many  questions,  such  as  the 

I  large  civil  and  military  expenditure  of  the 


large  proportion  of  its  population  is  allowed 
to  remain  dependent  for  its  livelihood  upon 
agricultural  labour  exclusively,  whereas  nearly 
all  other  industrial  pursuits,  for  which  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country  offer  wide 
scope,  are  neglected  ;  that  one  of  the  most 
effective  methods  by  which  the  rigour  of  the 
famines  could  be  modified,  and  the  buying 
power  of  the  people  now  succumbing  to  them 
increased,  would  be  to  enable  large  classes  of 
the  agricultural  population  to  pursue  other 
industries  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Government 
of  India  should  adopt  measures  for  the  ele- 
mentary industrial  and  technical  instruction 
of  the  poorer  communities,  so  as  to  fit  them 
for  more  profitable  manual  labour  in  other 
directions  besides  agriculture." 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
will  be  in  order  in  dealing  with  any 
method  of  relieving  the  famine,  or  any 
measure  which  he  thinks  would  prevent 
its  recurrence. 

♦Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  :  Of  the  several  methods  suggested 
there  are  four  which  deserve  special  atten- 
tion as  being  calculated  to  mitigate  the 
rigours  of  future  famines,  if  not  altogether 
to  prevent  their  recurrence,  either  by 
lessening  the  burden  upon  the  taxpayer, 
or  by  increasing  the  production  of  wealth 
in  the  country.  Modifications  in  the 
different  systems  of  assessment,  and  the 
adoption  of  protective  measures  against 
undue  and  uncertain  enhancements,  are 
admitted  to  have  a  close  l>earing  upon 
the  ultimate  prosperity  of  the  cultivator, 
and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  has  before  it  important 
material  in  connection  with  these  questions, 
as  well  as  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
elasticity,  which  is  engrossing  its  attention. 
It  seems  to  me  a  sound  principle  that  en- 
hancement should  be  regulated  on  the 
ground  of  an  increase  in  prices.  From 
the  discussion  in  the  Viceroy's  Council 
on  the  last  Financial  Statement  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  revised 
Estimates  were  less  than  those  of  the 
budget  by  83  lakhs  of  rupees  in  Bombay, 

•i  by  35£  lakhs  and  38  lakhs  in  the 
oentral  Provinces  and  the  Punjab,  re- 
spectively, and  that  for  the  coming 
year  large  reductions  are  already 
promised  in  the  estimates  which  were 
originally  based  on  a  favourable  anticipa- 
tion. The  surplus  shown  in  the  revised 
Budget,  in  spite  of  adverse  circumstances, 
is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  steady 
increase  in  the  earnings  of  railways  ancl 
irrigation  works,  and  this  fully  justifies 
the  provision  of  a  crore  of  rapees  lot  tW 

Sir  Manchctjee  Bhovtnaggree. 
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•ountry,  the  home  charges,  the  interest 
Mid  on  foreign  capital,  and  so  forth,  and 
may  have  their  different  panacea  for 
evils.  To  my  mind,  this  great 
the  existence  of  which  cannot  be 
w  is  due  to  the  enormous  volume  of 
ioraign  manufactured  articles  which*  are 
faported  into  the  country.  India  pays 
OOt  somewhere  about  fifty  millions  of  tens 
of  rupees  under  this  head  every  year,  or, 
to  do  away  with  what  Lord  Curzon  very 
aptly  termed  "the  dreadful  and  bewil- 
dering symbol  of  Ex./'  a  sum  exceeding 
£33^000,000.  Against  this  huge  figure  the 
value  of  manufactured  articles  exported 
bom  India  is  absolutely  insignificant,  so 
that  the  conclusion  is  undeniable  that  the 
manufacturing  capacity  of  the  country  is 
infinitesimal.     On  former  occasions  I  have 

I  quoted  figures  and  statistics  to  prove 
this,  and  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  by 
going  over  the  ground  again.  When  I 
|  first  drew  attention  to  this  subject  I  was 
i*  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  by  a 
certain  class  of  people  who  imagined  that 

S  object  was  to  discredit  high  literary 
tcation  in  India.  Even  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Dumfriesshire  was  misled 
in  that  way,  but  I  should  be  very  much 
mistaken  indeed  if  he  is  still  of  that  opinion. 
It  is  naturally  gratifying  to  me  that  the 
arguments  I  then  advanced  have  found 
wide  acceptance,  and  the  necessity  for  the 
propagation  of  such  industrial  and  techni- 
cal teaching  as  might  fit  the  people  of 
India  to  bestow  skilled  labour  upon  the 
natural  materials  which  are  found  in  such 
abundance  in  their  country  is  recognised. 
The  interest  evinced  in  this  matter  by  the 
noble  Lord  and  the  Viceroy  must  be 
gratefully  acknowledged.  I  regard  the 
development  of  instruction  in  this  direc- 
tion as  the  most  important  of  all  remedies 
suggested  against  the  terrible  affliction  of 
the  oft-recurring  famines.  I  shall  briefly 
illustrate  this  by  alluding  to  the  fact  that 
90  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  India 
subsists  on  agricultural  pursuits,  and  that 
if  we  succeed  in  withdrawing  say,  even  10 
per  cent,  from  this  occupation,  we  at  once 
reduce  by  so  much  the  burden  on  the 
soil,  and  increase  the  productive  power 
of  that  10  per  cent,  by  teaching  them  to 
turn  raw  material  into  articles  of  domes- 
tic use,  every  one  of  which  nearly  they 
now  import  from  foreign  countries. 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fodder  in  the 
present  famine,  large  numbers  of  cattle 
have  perished.  I  am  told  that  for  want 
of  skilled  manipulation,  the  hides  were 


exported  to  foreign  countries  at  the 
ridiculously  low  price  of  a  few  annas  a- 
piece.  These  same  skins  will  return  to 
the  country  in  the  shape  of  manufactured 
goods.  If  the  natives  were  taught  to  manu- 
facture such  goods,  to  how  many  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  would  this  very 
material  furnish  lucrative  occupation,  and 
how  much  money  on  this  one  head  be 
retained  in  the  country  ?  This  is  what 
might  be  said  with  respect  to  horns, 
bones,  seeds,  and  almost  every  variety  of 
material  which  is  to  be  found  copiously 
in  India.  In  short,  the  extension  of  in- 
dustrial enterprise  would  stop  the  enor- 
mous drain  on  the  resources  of  India,  and 
furnish  the  means  of  subsistence  to  a 
large  number  of  those  who  succumb  so 
easily  to  the  ravages  of  famine.  Gratify- 
ing as  is  the  fact  that  the  need  for  such 
teaching  as  might  make  this  enterprise 
possible  is  widely  and  even  authorita- 
tively recognised,  it  is  necessary  that 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
supply  that  need,  and  means  de- 
vised to  provide  the  necessary 
instruction.  I  have  often  been  con- 
fronted with  the  argument  that  the 
people  of  India  are  averse  to  such  educa- 
tion, and  asked  how  it  is  possible  to  get 
a  people  to  adopt  trades  or  industries 
to  which  they  are  not  inclined  and 
would  not  take  kindly ;  but  the  answer 
is  plain.  The  mission  of  the  British 
Government  in  India  is  absolutely  a 
paternal  one,  and  it  places  an  obligation 
upon  them  to  guide  the  people  of  the 
country.  It  is  no  excuse  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  sav  "  The  people  do  not  want 
it,  and  will  not  do  it  ' ;  that  is  not 
the  position  that  ought  to  be  taken  up. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
find  out  what  is  good  for  the  people  of 
India,  and  then  place  such  means  at  their 
disposal  as  they  might  be  induced  to 
adopt.  All  the  schools  in  the  villages 
and  towns  throughout  the  country  should 
be  provided  with  workshops  and  scientific 
laboratories,  on  a  scale  proportionate  to 
their  size  and  capacity,  and  by  that  means 
the  people  of  India  would  be  brought  to 
see  the  desirability  and  the  necessity  of 
adapting  themselves  to  the  pursuit  of 
industries  of  a  lucrative  character.  At 
present  the  education  of  India  proceeds 
in  the  direction  of  making  the  people 
literary  scholars,  which  is  right  enough 
in  its  due  proportion,  but  a  nation  of 
literary  scholars  is  not  one  that  is  likely 
to  advance  in  the  paths  of  prosperity. 
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The  bulk  of  a  prosperous  nation  must  be 
composed  of  people  Bkilled  in  industrial 
arts  and  crafts,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  British  Government  to  remedy  the 
gross  ignorance  of  India  in  that  respect. 
If  the  people  could  be  induced  to  gradu- 
ally enter  upon  the  manufacture  of  even 
one-fifth  of  the  articles  which  are  now 
imported,  and  which  have  entered  into' 
their  daily  wants,  and  which  they  are  now 
compelled  to  purchase,  famine  would  to  a 
large  extent  disappear.  I  submit  that  this 
is  the  most  effectual  way  of  subduing  the 
effects  of  this  curse  that  overwhelms  India 
periodically.  This  is  the  root  cure  for  the 
future..  Meanwhile,  for  the  present,  we 
have  not  only  the  prevailing  famine,  but 
unfortunately  a  dismal  prospect  for  the 
coming  year.  Reports  from  India  about 
the  rainfall  are  alarming,  and  there  is 
promise  of  continuous  scarcity.  This  has 
enhanced  the  disappointment  with  which 
I  heard  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  rose  to  speak,  I  fully 
expected  he  would  make  some  announce- 
ment which  would  carry  comfort  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people  who  are  in  such  dire 
distress,  and  that,  at  all  events,  he  would 
hold  out  some  hope  of  help.  But  the 
argument  which  he  mainly  employed  was 
that  Great  Britain  could  not  spare  money 
for  an  adequate  grant,  because  her  Ex- 
chequer was  poorer  than  that  of  India. 
This  statement  will  be  read  to-morrow 
everywhere  with  surprise  and  even  con- 
sternation. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
further  argued  that  the  credit  of  India  was 
unshaken,  and  that  she  can  borrow  more  I 
than  she  requires  for  her  needs.  No  j 
doubt  the  credit  of  India  is  as  good  to- 1 
day  in  the  midst  of  her  sufferings  as  it  J 
ever  was,  and  she  can  draw  upon  1 
her  credit  as  largely  as  she  chooses  for  I 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  relief,  more  es- 
pecially as  it  is  generally  known  that 
England  is  at  her  back ;  but  a  nation  I 
in  this  respect  is  like  a  man,  who  might] 
have  any  amount  of  credit,  but  who,  if  he 
drew  upon  it  too  largely,  would  become  a 
helpless  bankrupt,  and  ultimately  perish. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  such  a  case  the 
Government  would  come  to  her  assis- 
tance. 

♦Sir     MANCHEKJEE     BHOWNAG- 
GREE  :  I  am  grateful  for  that  assurance.  I 
I   make  no  claim  on  the  part  of  India  ( 
on    the    ground  of   right,   of    her   past 

Sir  Mancherjee  Bhxwmggret. 


wrongs,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  only 
appeal  to  the  benevolence  of  the  British 
nation,  and  to  the  high  Imperial  instincts 
which  have  recently  been  shown  by  the 
nation  in  various  ways,  so  that  India  may 
feel  that  her  relationship  with  England  is 
not  merely  one  of  pounds,  shillings 
and  pence,  but  that  England  wul 
stand  by  India  to-day  as  India  has 
stood  by  England  whenever  called  upon 
to  do  so.  I  remember  during  the  time 
of  the  American  War,  when  there  was  a 
great  crisis  in  the  Manchester  cotton 
trade,  how  the  merchant  princes  of 
Bombay  sent  stupendous  aid  to  Lan- 
cashire. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  :   They  were  making 
their  fortunes  out  of  it. 

♦Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG* 
GREE :  I  am  surprised  at  my  hon.  friend, 
after  his  speech  to-night,  using  this  argu- 
ment against  the  appeal  I  am  making.  I 
repeat,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  base  my 
appeal  as  any  sort  of  claim  whatsoever. 
I  would  not  hark  back  on  the  past, 
or  I  might  be  tempted  to  dwell  on 
the  various  instances  in  which  the  Indian 
Exchequer  was  unjustifiably  hardened 
with  large  payments  on  account  of  the 
Persian  and  Abyssinian  expeditions,  the 
entertainment  of  the  Sultan,  the  demon- 
stration at  Malta,  and  the  Egyptian  cam- 
paigns. I  only  plead  for  a  generous 
grant  in  this  time  of  India's  need,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  essentially  the 
sort  of  charity  that  covereth  a  multitude 
of  sins.  I  make  my  appeal  because  I  feel 
that  amid  our  present  distractions,  and 
owing  to  the  numerous  calls  that  have 
been  made  on  its  purpose,  this  nation  has 
not  fully  acted  up  to  its  noble  traditions 
for  sympathy  with  suffering  fellow- 
subjects.  A  few  days  ago  I  made  an 
appeal  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  concluding  words  of  which  I  would 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the 
House — 

"  As  head  of  a  Church  the  beneficence  of 
whosrj  operations  and  whose  resource*  for  doing 
good  are  practically  boundless,  I  venture  to 
appeal  to  your  Grace  in  this  time  of  India's 
direful  need  to  make  a  call  upon  this  nation 
for  succour  and  relief.  A  day  of  general 
prayer  and  intercession,  to  he  followed  by  a 
collection,  in  all  the  churches,  would  provide 
such  a  remedy.  Divine  grace  thus  suppli- 
cated would  not  be  withheld,  while  the  dona- 
tions of  the  religious-minded  specially  called 
for  from  innumerable  pulpits  would  result  in  a 
copious  flow  of  that  material  help  which  would 
sensibly    mitigate  the  evils   of  this  gigantic 
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Should  it  please  your  Grace  to  take 
ay  appeal  into  your  favourable  consideration, 
I  MM  scarcely  s%y  that  you  will  earn  the  nn- 
vMerei  bleating*  of  countlpss  masses  of  our 
•tflfcring  fellow-subjects  in  India,  endear  the 
Ctereh  to  their  hearts  in  its  charitable 
JMMOts,  and  demonstrate  as  ha«  never  been 
4mm  before  to  three  hundred  millions  of  the 
Habitants  of  that  country  the  benevolence, 
tN  potency,  and  the  saving  grace  of  Christian 
frtfcfti  and  Christian  charity." 

The  Archbishop's  reply  to  that  appeal  was 
to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  best  for 
intending  subscribers  to  send  all  contri- 
butions to  the  Mansion  House  Fund. 
Soeh  a  reply  from  the  highest  dignitary 
of  the  Church  showed  unmistakably  that 
the  heart  and  conscience  of  the  nation  had 
not  been  awakened.  On  this  ground  I 
urge  that  it  is  the  clear  duty  of  the 
Government  to  make  a  grant,  and  I  trust 
that  the  decision  announced  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  be  re- 
considered. In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  would  make  an  appeal  to  hon.  Mem- 
ben  opposite.  If  they  really  mean 
to  serve  India  in  this  time  of  her  distress, 
I  would  ask  them  not  to  press  the  motion 
for  a  grant  to  a  division.  We  know  that 
the  division  will  be  on  the  usual  party 
lines,  and  the  motion  will  be  rejected  by  a 
large  majority.  It  will  be  regarded  as 
a  decision  which  confirms  and  stereo- 
types the  unfortunate  declaration  that  has 
been  made ;  but  if  the  appeal  for  a  grant  is 
allowed  to  rest  on  the  expression  of  views 
that  has  taken  place  to-night  and  which 
will  be  echoed  in  the  press  to-morrow, 
there  may  be  some  hope  of  a  favourable 
consideration  of  this  question  before  long. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  am  not  going  to  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  any  of  the  arguments 
he  has  placed  before  the  House.  I  will 
merely  say  that  I  do  not  think  that  he 
drew  the  right  inference  as  to  the 
amount  of  interest  that  there  is  in  the 
motion  under  discussion.  I  believe 
that  the  country  and  the  House  are 
deeply  moved  at  the  distress  in  India 
through  this  famine,  and  I  desire  to  add 
my  personal  appreciation  of  the  closing 
remarks  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  pathos  of 
whose  words,  to  my  mind,  was  expressive 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  deep  feeling  of 
this  country.  I  much  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  made  the  speech  he  did. 
Though  I  quite  see  that  there  may  be 
reasons  why  the  Government  could  not 
accept  this  resolution,  I  object  to  the 


grounds  which  he  gave  for  coming  to  that 
conclusion.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  that  the  comparison  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  drew  with 
regard  to  the  Exchequers  was  entirely 
fallacious,  and  one  which  will  not  bear 
the  grip  of  argument  for  a  moment.  With 
regard  to  the  famine  now  raging  in  India, 
L  feel  that  no  words  are  too  strong  to  ex- 
press our  admiration  for  the  way  in 
which  all  officials  responsible  for 
the  famine  administration  at  the 
present  time  are  doing  their  duty. 
From  the  highest  officer  down  to  the 
humblest  official,  whether  English  or 
Indian,  they  are  doing  their  duty.  They 
are  doing  duties  which,  if  done  on  the  field 
of  battle,  would  have  been  made  known 
to  the  world,  and  would  have  won  the 
admiration  of  the  public  generally.  They 
are  doing  their  work  silently,  loyally, 
and  unwitnessed,  and  I  am  sure  that 
this  House  and  the  country  cordially 
endorse  all  that  has  been  said  in  praise 
of  what  they  have  done.  The  fact 
is,  as  has  already  been  pointed  out  by  the 
noble  Lord,  this  is  the  greatest  famine  of 
the  century,  and  the  most  widespread  in 
its  effects.  We  must  remember  that 
cholera  in  its  most  fatal  form  has  been 
added  to  the  horrors  of  the  famine,  and 
that  has  made  the  situation  still  more 
serious.  In  many  districts  in  India  the 
people  had  scarcely  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  famine  of  three  years  ago 
when  they  received  this  second  blow.  I 
do  not  desire  to  dwell  to-night  in  any  way 
on  certain  mistakes  which  have  been 
made  in  the  famine  administration.  I 
will  only  call  attention  to  two  things 
which  I  think  have  been  unfortunate. 
First  of  all,  there  was  the  massing  of  'the 
sufferers  in  relief  camps  distant  from 
villages.  I  would  also  note  the  fact  that 
the  people  receiving  relief  are  paid  a 
minimum  of  wages  cut  down  to  the 
starvation  point.  These  things  have  had 
the  effect,  I  think,  of  intensifying  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  famine.  No  doubt 
when  this  famine  is  over  there  will  be 
an  inquiry  into  the  whole  circumstances. 
I  am  not  going  in  any  way  to  anticipate 
what  will  be  the  result  of  that  inquiry. 
I  would  rather  refer  for  a  few  moments 
to  one  or  two  of  the  remedies  which  I 
think  are  essential  before  India  can  be 
placed  in  a  position  satisfactorily  to  resist 
the  awful  consequences  of  these  famines. 
It  is  a  commonplace  to  say  that  the 
immediate  cause  of  all  these  famines  is 
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the  lack  of  rainfall.  No  possible  remedy 
can  affect  that  immediate  cause,  but  I 
think  all  hon.  Members  will  agree  with 
me  when  I  say  that  it  is  possible  to 
make  such  changes  in  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  great  masses  of  the  population 
in  India  who  are  peculiarly  liable  to  the 
effects  of  famine  as  will  make  them 
stronger  to  resist  its  effects.  I  wilt  men1 
tion  one  or  two  of  these  remedies  which 
I  think  would  permanently  improve  the 
position  of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  in 
India.  My  hon.  friend  below  me  has 
already  referred  to  the  need  of  extending 
irrigation  works.  I  am  not  going  into 
this  question  at  any  length,  but  I  would 
like  heartily  to  associate  myself  with 
what  he  said,  There  is  need  for  extend- 
ing irrigation  works  for  famine-protective 
purposes  in  India,  I  notice  that  Lord 
Ctirzon  in  his  speech  at  his  Council  in 
March  last  complained  a  little  of  the 
insistence  of  a  certain  number  of  those 
interested  in  India  in  this  country  upon 
this  point.  Ho  said  that  apparently  we 
were  not  aware  that  already  a  groat  deal 
had  been  done  in  the  way  of  providing 
irrigation  works  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  famine*  That  is  perfectly 
true.  What  we  say  is,  we  think  a 
great  deal  more  ought  to  be  done 
than  has  been  done  already.  We 
have  spent  in  India  up  to  1897 
the  enormous  sum  of  £250,000,000,  or 
thereabouts,  upon  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways. We  have  only  spent  £32,000,000 
upon  the  construction  of  irrigation  works, 
I  think  that  that  is  a  great  disproportion, 
which  ought  not  to  exist,  between  these 
two  kinds  of  public  works,  which  have 
mainly  for  their  purpose  the  prevention 
and  the  amelioration  of  famine.  Of 
course  the  objection  is  made  that  v-m 
cannot  make  canals  in  high  and  hilly 
countries.  This  is  a  difficulty  which  no 
doubt  prevails  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
Central  Provinces  of  India.  I  reply  to 
that — if  canals  are  impossible,  lakes  are 
not.  I  would  remind  the  House  that 
there  is  a  large  number  of  storage  tanks  in 
certain  districts  of  India,  especially  in  the 
Central  Provinces.  They  have  been  used 
throughout  history  in  India.  They  have 
been  a  practical  method  for  alleviating  the 
horrors  of  famine,  and  I  will  ask  whether 
it  is  not  possible  to  construct  storage 
tanks*  at  least  in  such  districts  as  I  have 
named  in  the  Central  Provinces,  if  it  can- 
not be  done  elsewhere.  If  we  cannot 
erect   these   storage   tanks,   what   about 

Jfr.  IhiUrf  Btkmiu 


wells  1     There  are  in  Northern 

great   number  of  these  wells,  v 

could  lie,  I  venture  to  assert,  m 

to  almost  any    extent.      In    en 

what  I  have  to  say  on  irrigat 

would   like   to   remind    t!  ant! 

especially  the  noble  Lord  opp*» 

will  allow  me,  that   there  was  a  epeeifo 

recommendation  in  the    Famln 

sion  Report  of  1898,  on  this  subject.    It 

stated  this — 

11  Aa  the  State  in  India  Is  ^enerniU  lotto 
portion  *>i  superior  landlord,  there  nvt  i?m2 
reaaora  why  the  Government  *houM  bj 
take,  without  expectation  of    dire 
works    peculiarly  protective    of    agriculttut. 
»ach  as  irrigation  works."* 

|I  venture   to   Bay  that  thia  is  a  Wtttti 
piece  of  advice.     Although   the  Go 
ment  have  not  had  a  very  long  ti: 
carry  out  that  recommendation,   I 
the  noble  Lord  will  to-night  I 
say  that  they  agree  with  the  policy 
underlies  the  statement.     I  hope  al- 
noble  Lord  will  be  able  to  give  the  B 
some  information  in  regard  to   th 
tude  of  the  Government  to  the  Madra* 
Irrigation  Bill,  which  embodies  a  point  fli 
policy  with  the  most  din  sfltkn 

with  the  question  of  famine. 
hon.  Members  maybe  aware,  th 
ment  of  Madras  passed  a  BilJ  makn 
irrigation    rate   compulsory,      Thi^ 
moat  retrograde  policy*     It   is  contrary 
to  the  distinct   recommendatii 
Commission    I   have  already   allnti- 
Ilia  contrary  to  the  universal  u&:>_ 
Intlia,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
change    should    be   made.       That 
change  which  means  that,    in   regn: 
Madras,  th<  re   shall  be  a  compulsory 
for  the  use  of  water  from  irrigation  m 
because,  as  my  hon.  friend  below  m»- 
already  pointed  out,  the  interest  earner 
by  the  irrigation  works  up>n  the  whol 
is   about  7  per  cent.— at   all    events, 
is  over  6  per  cent.     I  should  point 
also  that  the   policy  that   underlies 
Madras  Bill  is  contrary  to  the  positi 
taken  up    by  more    than  one   previ 
Secretary  of  State  with  regard  to 
legislation.      Thirty   years  ago  a  similar 
measure  was  proposed,  and  the  Duke 
Argyll   who  was  Secretary  of  State  f< 
India  at  the  time,  for  three  specific  reason 
refused  his  sanction.     I  am  not  going 
trouble    the  House  with  the  reasons 
detail,  but  they  were  in   the  first  place 
that  a  canal  might  not  be  able  to  suppl 
for    irrigation     purposes     the    expect  en 
quantity   of    water;    secondly,   that  r 
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^^ocpected  quantity  being  available,  culti- 
\  £*fmtors  might  decline  to  avail  themselves 
:  to  the  expected  extent ;  and  thirdly,  that 
7"  «Dceesive  costliness  of  construction  might, 
^L?;|b  order  to  render  a  canal  remunerative, 
>  ^■Beeesitate  the  imposition  of  higher  rates 
£,  -:  than   cultivators  could  afford  or  would 
j  ■    voluntarily  pay.     If  these  three  reasons 
C-_   igainst  making  the   rate  compulsory  in 
[■  regard  to  these  works  were  valid  in  1870, 
they  are  valid  to-day.     I  hope  the  noble 
Lord    will    be    able    to    give   us   some 
jr  ground    for    hoping    that    he    will    not 
?  auction    this    particular  Bill.     As    the 
i"  boo.    Member  for    Cardiff  has    already 
pointed  out,  the  root  of  the  famine  is  the 
'   knd  question.      India  is  an  agricultural 
1    country.     I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
I*    opposite  entirely  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
*     importance  we  should  develop,  as  far  as 
we  can,  the  industrial  resources  of  India, 
and  I  think  he  will  also  agree  with  me 
when  I  say  that  it  will  take  many  decades 
before  India  can  hope  to  compete  with 
the  capital,  the  skill,  and  the  science  of 
Europe.     Even  when  this  does  take  place, 
the  great  masses  of  India  will  depend 
primarily  UDon  agriculture.      Therefore, 
in  dealing  with  the  land  question  in  India 
with  regard  to  famine,  you  are  dealing 
with  an  issue  of  vital  and  permanent  im- 
portance.     I  would  like  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks  as  to  the  principle  regulating 
land  assessment  in  India,  and  to  point  out 
that  these  facts  have  a  direct  bearing  upon 
the  consequences  of  the  famine.      Take, 
first,   the    principle    now     obtaining    in 
Northern  India.      I  will  content  myself 
with  simply   showing  what   the   system 
there    is.      After    a    number  of  reduc- 
tions had   been   made  on   the    scale    of 
assessment  about  fifty  years  ago,  it  was 
finally  fixed  at  50  per  cent,  of  the  rental. 
The  system  is  to  allow  the  landlord  and 
the  tenant  to  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments,   and    then    the    State  comes  in 
and   takes   50   per  cent,   of  the  rental. 
It    is    interesting     to     note    that    the 
then  Governor  of  the.  North-west  Pro- 
vinces, Sir  Antony  MacDonnell,  a  man  of 
the  largest  experience,  and  a  most  dis- 
tinguished public  servant  in  India,  points 
out  that  this  means,  generally  speaking, 
8  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  gross  produce  of 
the  soil.     The  arrangement  has  worked 
well  hitherto,  and  I  wish  to  suggest  that 
it  would  be  most  desirable  that  a  similar 
limit  should  be  placed  in  regard  to  land 
assessment  in  the  Southern  Provinces  of 
India.     Just  one  word  as  to  Madras  and 


Bombay.  Here  the  matter  stands  in  a 
very  different  condition.  As  hon.  Mem- 
bers know,  the  Government  deal  direct 
with  the  cultivators.  The  rent  in  many 
cases  is  excessive,  and  the  cultivators  are 
in  a  state  of  chronic  poverty.  I  will  only 
mention  one  fact  to  prove  that  statement. 
I  find  on  reading  the  Report  of  the  Famine 
Commission  of  1878  the  statement — 

"  The  Government  takes  in  rent  not  from  8 
to  10  per  cent,  of  the  gross  produce,  as  in 
Northern  India,  but  from  12  to  31  per  cent." 

I  am  afraid  if  the  present  day  facts  were 
examined  the  matter  would  be  still  worse 
in  regard  to  that  point.  As  to  Bombay, 
the  only  evidence  I  will  trouble  the 
House  with  is  what  is  divulged  in  the 
Crop  Experiments  Report  in  reference  to 
the  relation  between  the  assessments.  I 
find  that,  judging  from  the  results  of 
these  experiments,  it  has  been  discovered 
with  regard  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay 
that  the  assessment  is  very  high,  and 
that  in  some  cases  it  reaches  a  scale 
of  42,  67,  and  even  96  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  product  of  ther  soil.  Without 
wearying  the  House  with  any  further 
facts  and  figures,  I  will  content  myself 
with  simply  pointing  out  that  it  seems  to 
me  plain  that  there  is  an  inevitable  connec- 
tion between  the  scale  of  assessment  and 
the  present  famine  in  these  districts.  With 
regard  to  the  Central  Provinces,  I  will  re- 
mind the  House  that  six  years  ago  an 
enhancement  took  place  of  similar  dimen- 
sions. Rents  advanced  from  20  per  cent, 
to  105  per  cent.,  and  the  effect  of  this 
enhancement  has  been  inevitable.  People 
are  afraid  to  embark  capital  in  the  land, 
and  when  famine  comes,  as  it  has  come 
to  that  district  to-day,  the  people  are 
practically  helpless  to  resist  it.  The 
moral  of  these  facts  is  written,  I  believe, 
very  plainly  in  the  history  of  the  famines 
in  India.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  it  is 
only  in  those  districts  where  land  assess- 
ment is  very  high  that  famines  ever 
come.  What  I  do  say  is  that  an  exami- 
nation of  the  facts  of  the  case  proves 
beyond  doubt  that  it  is  just  in  those 
districts  that  famines  are  always  most 
severe.  For  instance,  in  1877,  as  the 
House  knows,  it  was  in  Madras  that 
5,000,000  died  of  famine,  and  in  1897 
and  1900  it  was  in  the  Central  Provinces 
where  the  famine  seemed  to  have  the 
worst  results.  To-day  it  is  in  Bombay. 
It  is  in  these  three  districts  and  Presi- 
dencies that  land  assessments  are  higher 
than  they  are  in  any  other  portion  of 
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India.  The  House  will  ask,  "  In  the  face 
of  these  facts,  what  do  you  suggest  V1  I 
do  not  recommend  a  universal  system. 
That  would  be  obviously  impossible.  I 
do  not  recommend  the  extension  through- 
out India  of  the  permanent  settlement.  I 
do  not  recommend  the  creation  of  landlords 
in  Bombay  and  Madras,  as  in  other  parts 
of  India.  What  I  do  suggest  is  that  an 
equitable  limit  should  be  fixed  to  the  land 
revenue  demanded  by  the  Government, 
and  that  reasonable  security  should  be 
given  to  tenants  that  this  rate  will 
continue.  What  do  hon.  Members 
think  would  be  an  equitable  limit 
to  impose  with  regard  to  land  assessment  ? 
I  would  suggest  this  practical  solution  of 
the  difficulty.  I  should  suggest  as  to  the 
limit  that  it  should  not  exceed  in  any 
single  area  20  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
duct of  the  soil.  Where  you  take  an 
entire  district  into  account,  the  limit 
should  be  10  per  cent.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that,  if  for  famine  purposes  it 
is  necessary  to  bring  about  some  changes 
in  the  way  of  moderating  the  land 
charges  throughout  India,  you  must 
have  money  to  do  it.  It  is  perfectly 
foolish  to  suggest  that  these  reforms 
should  be  carried  out  and  the  remedies 
applied  unless  you  are  at  the  same  time 
to  make  some  suggestion  as  to  the  source 
from  which  the  money  required  is  to  come. 
The  remedy  proposed  in  the  resolution  is 
for  a  temporary  and  exceptional  state  of 
things.  It  does  not  go  to  the  root  of  the 
matter,  and  will  not  be  a  permanent 
remedy.  I  would  suggest  that  there  is 
one  source  from  which  a  large  portion  of 
the  expenditure  of  India  might  be  justly 
and  reasonably  curtailed,  and  that  is  the  mili- 
tary charges  now  imposed  on  the  Indian 
Exchequer  should  be  reduced.  I  do  not 
think  I  should  be  in  order  in  going  into 
the  reasons  that  obtain 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  discussing  a  question  that  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  said  I 
would  be  out  of  order  in  going  into  de- 
tails on  that  point.  The  hon.  Member 
below  me  who  moved  the  resolution 
spoke  of  the  claim  India  had  for  some 
reduction  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !  That 
hon.  Member  in  speaking  on  that  matter 
v\s  speaking  on  the  main  question,  but 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts. 


it  cannot  be  discussed  on  the  motion  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.    HERBERT    ROBERTS:    If  I 
cannot  refer  to  it,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  give  even  briefly  my  suggestion  as 
to  where  the  money  required  for  bringing 
about  this  should  come  from.     There  was 
one    remark  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer made  in  his  speech  which  was  not 
in  any  way  sound.     In  reference  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  now  making  use  of  Indian 
troops  in  China  and  South  Africa,  he  said 
that  we  pay  in  full  for  these  services,  and 
that  therefore  the  Government  of  this 
country  ought  not  to  be  asked  for  any 
assistance  to  India  on  that  account.    It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  not  an  adequate 
reply  to  the  question.     The  fact  that  we 
pay  for  the  services  of  these  troops  while 
abroad  does  not  in  any  way  compensate 
for  the  fact  that  they  are  held  in  India, 
and  that  such  a  large  sum  of  money  is 
expended  on  them  permanently  for  Indian 
purposes.     I  feel  that  in  this  direction 
we  shall  find  some  day  a  solution  of  the 
financial  aspect  of  the  question.    I  am 
glad  that  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  question.     I  am  grateful 
to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  for 
giving  us  an  opportunity  earlier  than  the 
last  day  of  the  session    for    doing   it 
1 1  regret  deeply  that  the  Government  have 
;  found  it  impossible  to  acquiesce  in  the 
Amendment,     but   I    do  net  altogether 
despair      that    the    day     is     not    far 
distant  when  they  will  reconsider  their 
conclusion.     If  they  do  so  I  feel  that  the 
granting  to  India  of  a  generous  gift  upon 
this  trying  occasion  in  the  history  of  the 
Indian  Empire  will  have  results  of  the 
most  wide-reaching  and  salutary  effect. 

♦Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter):  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  decision  come  to 
upon  the  motion  before  the  House  must 

i  depend  in  a  large  measure  upon  the 
opinion  which  is  formed  as  to  the 
financial  position  of  India.      It  is  quite 

|  clear  that  the  decision  with  regard  to  the 
grant  of  £5,000,000  we  are  called  upon 
to  make  depends  to  a  large  extent  on  the 
opinion  we  hold  with  respect  to  two 
questions— .namely,  is  India  in  a  position 
to  pay?  And,  secondly,  is  it  to  the 
permanent  advantage  of  India  that 
England  should  pay  this  free  grant  1 
With  regard  to  the  first  question  I  do 
not  perceive  in  the  arguments  brought 
forward  in  favour  of  the  motion  any  real 
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attempt  to  prove  that  the  finances  of 
India  are  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
we  incapable  of  standing  the  strain  of  the 
present  famine.  If  we  look  at  the  tables 
presented  to  us,  what  do  we  find  1  We 
nod  that  there  have  been  surpluses 
in  the  last  two  years  averaging  about 
£2,500,000  sterling.  If  we  look  at  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  we  see  no 
sign  whatever  of  diminution  or  exhaus- 
tion. On  the  other  side  of  the  tables 
I  do  see  that  during  the  last  two  years 
a  reform — a  great  and  permanent  improve- 
ment of  financial  value — has  been  carried 
oat  I  think  insufficient  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  reform  which  has  been 
executed  with  respect  to  the  currency.  It 
is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  House 
that  during  the  last  twenty  years  the  one 
great  danger  of  India,  the  great  bane,  not 
only  of  Indian  finance,  but  of  Indian  com- 
merce and  administration,  has  been  that 
proceeding  from  the  fluctuations  of 
exchange.  I  believe  that  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Indian 
Government  are  entitled  to  claim  that  in 
the  coarse  of  the  year  under  review  they 
have  practically  solved  that  question.  It 
is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  immediate 
results  of  the  reform  of  1893  were 
disappointing,  but  the  Committee  presided 
over  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton  deserve 
the  greatest  credit  for  having  perceived,  in 
the  midst  of  apparent  failure,  those 
elements  which  made  for  final  and  com- 
plete success.  The  redundancy  of  silver 
currency  existing  in  1893  could  only  be 
worked  off  by  degrees.  That  absorption 
of  the  rupee  has  now  taken  place,  and  I 
believe  we  have  attained  a  position 
of  assured  equilibrium.  Surely  that  is  a 
circumstance  which  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of  in  considering  any  question  of  a 
.grant  to  India,  or  any  question  affecting 
the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  Indian 
financial  position.  On  the  second  point, 
namely,  whether  it  is  to  the  permanent 
advantage  of  India  that  England  should 
pay  this  free  grant  of  £5,000,000,  I 
admit  that  there  are  strong  substantial 
reasons,  which  I  do  not  at  all  underrate, 
for  being  generous,  and  if  I  argue  the 
question,  I  will  not  do  so  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  English  exchequer  or  the 
burdens  now  incumbent  upon  English 
taxpayers.  I  would  prefer  to  view  the 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  Indian 
financial  administration.  It  has  been  my 
fortune  to  be  intimately  concerned  with 


the  finance  of  several  countries  somewhat 
similarly  situated  to  India,  and  I  am  sure 
of  this,  that  had  similar  circumstances 
presented  themselves  I  should  have  been 
opposed  to  a  grant  of  this  kind,  and  for 
various  reasons,  which  I  will  state  with  all 
deference  to  the  House.  In  the  first 
place  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
spoke  recently  said  that  every  country 
has  its  dignity  in  these  matters,  and  that 
it  is  undesirable,  unless  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  to  go  to  the  English  Exchequer 
in  forma  paupeiis.  Were  India  to  fall 
back  upon  assistance  from  England  there 
would  be  distinct  deterioration.  Leaving 
aside  the  question  of  dignity  let  us 
examine  the  question  of  practical  ad- 
ministration. I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  task  of  the  Financial  Minister  at 
Calcutta  would  be  rendered  considerably 
more  difficult  were  this  assistance  to  be 
given,  because  it  is  impossible  for  assist- 
ance of  that  kind  to  be  given  without  its 
being  considered,  rightly  or  wrongly,  as 
a  precedent.  We  may  say  that  here  the 
circumstances  are  exceptional,  and  will 
never  occur  again.  I  wish  I  could  take 
so  optimistic  a  view.  I  am  certain  that 
if  a  grant  is  given  to-night,  or  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year,  circumstances 
generally  similar  to  those  now  present 
will  recur,  and  recur  very  shortly,  while 
the  power  of  resistance  will  diminish.  I 
believe  that  the  forces  which  work  under 
all  Governments  for  extravagance,  and 
work  with  particular  strength  under  a 
military  Government,  which  I  take 
that  of  India  to  be,  to  a  large  extent 
would  gain  force.  The  military  Mem- 
bers, who  have  always  a  great  many 
reforms  they  desire,  would  say,  "  Well,  if 
Indian  resources  are  insufficient  you  know 
perfectly  well  you  have  only  to  turn  to 
Downing  Street,  and  from  the  Treasury 
you  will  receive  the  assistance  you 
require."  I  am  convinced  that  the  Mem- 
bers who  have  most  experience  in  the 
financial  administration  of  States  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  essentially  im- 
portant that  a  country  should  remain 
financially  independent,  and  that  it 
should  sail,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use 
the  expression,  upon  its  own  bottom.  It 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  sufficient 
proof  has  been  afforded  that  real  difficulty 
has  arisen  in  India.  I  rather  incline  to 
the  view  that  the  present  difficulty  and 
the  present  stress  is  due  in  some  measure 
to  the  fact  that  the  Indian  Government, 
somewhat   like    the    ryot,  does   not    in 
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the  days  of  prosperity  make  sufficient 
provision  for  those  years  of  famine  which 
inevitably  come.  Although  I  differ  from 
the  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  in  favour  of  a  Vote  from 
England,  I  agree  with  them  to  some 
extent  in  this,  that  I  do  not  consider  the 
present  system  of  administration  of 
famine  relief  and  insurance  to  be 
altogether  satisfactory.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Indian  Government 
have  put  their  case  forward  some- 
what unwisely.  Their  administration 
of  famine  relief  may  be  sound, 
but  in  giving  an  account  of  their  steward- 
ship they  have  created  distrust  and 
suspicion.  Mr.  Dawkins  says  that  a  new 
departure  will  be  taken  in  regard  to 
this  fund.  As  the  programme  of  railway 
works  destined  to  relieve  famine  has  been 
nearly  exhausted,  and  the  programme 
of  irrigation  works  has  been  largely  re- 
duced, there  will  be  a  considerable  balance 
of  money  unexpended  on  famine  relief. 
The  Secretary  of  State  proposes  to 
devote  that  sum  to  public  works  which 
without  it  would  have  to  be  met  by 
incurring  new  debt.  In  other  words,  the 
Public  Works  Department  will  borrow 
from  the  famine  relief  fund  instead  of 
from  the  market.  Is  this  a  solution 
of  the  question  ?  I  admit  that  it 
is  an  advance  on  the  present  practice. 
That  money  will  figure  as  an  asset  in 
the  books  of  the  Famine  Relief  Depart- 
ment, and  as  a  liability  in  the  books  of 
the  Public  Works  Department;  but  I 
should  criticise  the  proposal  from  this 
point  of  view,  that  a  departmental  entry 
is  not  a  commercial  realisable  asset  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  only  satisfactory  plan 
of  meeting  these  recurring  famines  in 
India  is  to  constitute  such  a  reserve,  either 
from  surpluses  or  from  an  annual  Vote,  as 
shall  place  the  Government  of  India  in  a 
position  of  assured  independence,  and  as 
shall  enable  them  to  deal  with  famine  in 
a  more  free  and  decided  manner  than 
would  be  now  either  justifiable  or  possible. 
Under  the  plan  which  I  venture  to  advo- 
cate this  annual  sum  or  sums  would  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  an  extraordinary 
fund,  which  would  be  invested  in  high- 
class  non-Indian  securities,  and  would  be 
available  to  meet  unforeseen  emergencies 
without  recurrence  to  English  support. 
The  Indian  financial  situation  appears  to 
me  not  to  want  relief  by  a  grant-in-aid 
from    London,    but  to   require    broader 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent. 


treatment.    The  management  of  a  great 
exchequer  does  not  consist  merely  in  bring- 
ing in  money,  in  reducing  balances,  and 
in  saving  interest.     You  cannot  conduct 
the  finances  of  a  great  empire  on  the  same 
principle    as    the    finances  of  a  money- 
dealer  or  a  bill-broker.     The  effect  which 
your  measures  will  have  upon  the  mind 
of  the  financial  world,  and  the  impression 
you  create  upon  the   imagination  of  the 
taxpayers    in    India,   are    circumstances 
which  must  be  taken  into  account    I 
hold  it  to  be  of  supreme  importance  that 
in  a  country  like  India  the  population 
should  realise  that  the  Government  is 
strong    and    wealthy,    and    disposes  of 
ample  resources  to  meet  any  emergency. 
During  the  recent  famine  I  have  seen  it 
stated  in  an  Indian   newspaper  that  it 
was  most  undesirable  for  the  Government 
to  appeal  to  private  benevolence  lest  it 
should  be    thought  that    they  were   in 
financial  straits,  and  that  they  were  obliged 
to  appeal   to  individuals    in   India  and 
in  this  country  in  order  to  give  that  relief 
to  suffering  which  their  straitened  circum- 
stances rendered  them  unable  to  furnish 
themselves.     I  contend    that    the  mere 
fact  that  such  a  statement  is  made  shows 
not  that  there  is  anything  wrong  with  the 
financial  administration   of   the  country, 
but  that  there  is  something  wrong  with 
the  method    by    which   the  results  are 
brought  before  the  public.    I  have  a  clear 
opinion  regarding  the  financial  soundness 
and  prosperity  of  India,  and  I  differ  by  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  heavens  from  those 
who  think  that  India  is  either  overtaxed 
or  misgoverned.     I  differ  no  less  strongly 
from  those  who  think  it  is  good  policy 
to  make    India    appear    poor    so  as  to 
diminish  the  financial  burdens  which  may 
be  cast  upon  her.     My  conviction  is  that 
the  only  right  course  is  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  finances  strong  and  to 
let  them  appear  strong.     I  would  consti- 
tute such  a  reserve   as  would  put  this 
question    beyond  doubt,    and    I    would 
invest    that     reserve     not    as    is    now 
proposed,  in  a  departmental  entry,    but 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  that  it 
is  a  financial  asset  which  is   realisable, 
which  the  Government  can  fall  back  upon 
in  times  of  distress,   and    which  would 
enable      the       Government       to      deal 
with    famine    or  war  in    a    thoroughly 
efficient  and  satisfactory  manner.     It  is 
within  the  memory  of  all  that  in  Egypt, 
at  a  time  when  that  country  had  gone 
through  greater    financial    straits   than 
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India  has  ever  been  placed  in,  the 
.noment  years  of  prosperity  commenced 
it  was  decided  to  apply  all  surpluses 
to  the  constitution  of  a  reserve  fund. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
administration  of  Egypt  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  existence  of  that 
reserve  fund,  which  now  amounts  to  about 
four  millions  sterling,  has  been  the  corner 
stone  of  all  subsequent  financial  opera- 
tions, and  that  it  has  imparted  to 
Egyptian  finance  a  strength  and  vigour 
and  elasticity  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
somewhat  lacking  in  a  country  of  much 
greater  strength — namely,  India.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  has  had  the  rare  privilege  of  having 
relieved  India  of  one  grave  financial 
danger — that  of  the  fluctuation  of  ex- 
change. I  hope  that  the  noble  Lord  will 
crown  this  considerable  achievement  by 
establishing  in  India  a  reserve  which  will 
place  the  Government  in  a  position  of 
assured  financial  security.  I  believe 
that  this  is  the  way  in  which 
future  famines  can  be  dealt  with, 
and  the  remedy  which  I  venture 
to  propose  is  one  of  a  permanent 
character,  and  not  one  merely  a  tem- 
porary relief  like  a  grant-in-aid.  The 
present  scale  of  taxation  in  India  in  a 
normal  year  should  leave  at  least  a  sur- 
plus of  £3,000,000  sterling  to  constitute 
a  reserve  fund,  and  to  this  may  be  added 
the  profit  which  will  be  realised  upon  the 
coinage  of  silver.  I  do  hope  that  we  shall 
in  future  abandon  the  practice  adopted  in 
past  years  of  dissipating  the  surplus  in 
small  Departmental  doles.  Let  the  noble 
Lord  in  future  adopt  the  bold  and  coura- 
geous policy  of  constituting  a  material  and 
an  effective,  a  public  and  manifest,  reserve. 
If  he  adopts  this  course,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  financial  clouds  which  now 
obscure — and  which  have  for  so  long 
obscured — the  finances  of  our  great  Indian 
dependency  will  roll  apart,  and  the  peace, 
the  prosperity,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  great  Empire  will  be 
notably  enhanced  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  have  followed  with  the  closest 
attention  the  able  speech  which  has  been 
delivered  by  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down.  The  only  remark  I  wish 
to  make  in  regard  to  that  speech  is  that, 
so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  the  mode 
of  creating  a  famine  fund  which  he  has 
just  sketched  out  was,  in  substance,  the 


plan  upon  which  the  famine  fund  was 
,  originally  established,  and  which  succes- 
sive Governments  of  India  have,  for  good 
reasons  or  for  b&d,  diverted  from  its 
original  application.  But,  whatever  be 
the  merits  of  the  plan,  it  seems  rather  to 
be  concerned  with  the  future  than  with 
the  immediate  present,  and  it  is  not,  I 
venture  to  say,  very  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  question  which  is  now 
before  the  House — n  amely,  the  condition 
in  which  the  Indian  people  are  found  at 
the  present  time.  I  listened  very  closely 
and  with  much  interest  a  little  while  ago 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-East  Bethnal  Green,  and  I  may 
say  that  I  cordially  agree  with  him  in  the 
disappointment  which  he  expressed  at 
the  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. I  only  regret  that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  speech  the  hon.  Gentleman 
announced  that  he  would  not  have  the 
courage  to  support  his  views  by  his  vote 
in  this  House. 

♦Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE :  I  must  object  to  that  phrase, 
I  because  I  made  my  meaning  perfectly 
!  clear,  and  explained  that  in  the  best 
j  interests  of  India  I  wished  the  motion 
I  should  not  be  divided  on,  as  it  was  sure 
to  be  defeated. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :    I  am  perfectly 

aware  of  what  the  hon.  Member  said,  but 

I  think  the  excuse  he  gave  for  supporting 

|  the  Government  was  a  very  thin  pretext. 

*Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
I  GREE :  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  a  point 
l  of  order.  I  am  accused  of  opposing 
|  this  Amendment  upon  a  thin  pretext, 
I  when  I  have  absolutely  given  adequate 
|  reasons  for  the  course  I  intend  to  take. 
I  Is  the  hon.  Member  in  order  in  using 
1  that  language  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  has  said  anything  which  is 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  I  say  again 
that  it  is  the  thinnest  pretext  I  ever 
heard  advanced.  The  hon.  Member  said' 
that  the  relations  between  this  country 
and  India  were  the  relations  of  a  benevo- 
lent Imperialism.  The  only  commentary 
I  desire  to  make  upon  the  speech  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  that  it 
seems  to  me  that  both  the  benevolence 
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and  the  Imperialism  were  conspicuously  ates  all  responsibility  for  these  Native    \ 

absent.     One  is  always  willing  to  make  States.     The  Indian  Famine  Paper  issued    ; 

allowances  for  the  position  of  the  Chan-  this  morning  gives  us  the  means  of  calcu-    J 

cellor    of    the    Exchequer.       But    after  lating  roughly,  but  not  inaccurately,  the 

all,     a    Chancellor    of     the    Exchequer  proportions  in  which  this   fund  will  go 

is    a    Minister    of    the    Crown,   and    I  to  the  benefit  of  British  India  and  the 

rather  think   that  when   the  people   of  Native  States.      The  grants  which  the 

this    country    read    the    arguments   by  Government  propose  to  make  are  to  he 

which    the    right  hon.   Gentleman    has  divided  in  the  proportions  of  twenty-six 

opposed   the  proposal  which    has    been  lakhs  to  the  Native  States  and  fifty-five 

made  from  these  benches  they  will  feel  lakhs  to  British  India.     This  question  can 

humiliated.     What    are    the    arguments  hardly  be  decided   without  considering 

which  he  used  ?     The  first  was  that  the  how  far  the  Government  has  discharged 

present  was  an   unfavourable   time    for  its  duty  towards  the  Indian  people.    I 

making  such  a  demand  upon  the  national  cordially    recognise    the     self-sacrificing 

credit.     He  mentioned  the  burden  which  efforts  of  the  Civil  servants  in  coping  with 

the  war  in  South  Africa  had  laid  upon  this  famine.     They  have  not  spared  them- 

him.     All  that  is  true,  but  it  does  not  selves ;  they  have  given  their  health,  and 

seem  to  me  that  this   unhappy  war  in  even  their  lives,  to  the  cause,  and  not  a  few 

South  Africa,  in  which  the  Government  of  them  have  used  their  own  pecuniary 

has  involved  the  country,  should  be  per-  resources  in  aid  of  the  famine-stricken 

mitted  to  relieve  this  country  from  its  ob-  people.     What  I  want  to  do  is  to  attack 

ligation  towards  our  Indian  fellow-subjects,  the  system,  not  the  men  who  administer 

Ifwe  are  to  take  the  speech  of  the  Chan-  it.     The  right    hon.   Gentleman    stated 

cellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  representing  this  afternoon  that  over  11,000  natives 

the  views  of  the  Government,  then  we  had  been  crowded  in  a  relief  camp,   and 

know  exactly  where  we  stand.     We  know  that  terrible  mortality  had  broken  out, 

from  his  statement  that  this  war  in  South  that  the  people  ran  away  and  carried  the 

Africa  is  not  only  to  prevent  the  fulfilment  infection  to  other  districts.     He  said  that 

of   the  promises  which   the  Government  that  was  an  exceptional  case,  but  I  ques- 

made  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  to  tion  whether  it  was  really  exceptional. 

stand  in  the  way  of  much-needed  social  re-  If  we  are  to  believe    the  testimony  of 

forms  in  England,  but  it  is  also  to  prevent  credible  and  authentic  observers,  it  was  not 

the    fulfilment    of     our    obligations     to  an  exceptional  case.  There  were  many  places 

the    people    of  India,   and    prevent    us  j  like  it  in  the  Bombay  Presidency.     There 

assuming  our  proper  position  in  relation  ,  were  camps  in  which  30,000  people  were 

to  the    affairs    of    China.      This  South  I  crowded  together,  and  that  was  directly 

African   War    seems     to     me    to    have  j  contrary  to  the  Code,   which  lays  down 

weakened,  humiliated,  and  paralysed  the  j  that  relief  works  camps  should  be  limited 

action    of    the   Government    in    almost  to  5,000  persons.     What  was  the  effect  of 

every  quarter  of  the  globe.     The  second  .  having  these  large  crowded  camps  ?  Thev 


argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  me,  if  possible,  even  more  ex- 
traordinary than    the    first.     The  right 


became  the  centres  of  disease.  Mr.  Nasn 
tells  us  that  the  Government  of  India 
knew  perfectly  well  that  cholera    would 


hon.  Gentleman  said  that  he  understood  I  inevitably  break  out  in  these  camps,  yet 
the  bulk  of  this  money  which  we  are  voting  |  they  did  not  take  medical  precautions 
would  go  not  for  the  benefit  of  British  !  which  they  ought  to  have  taken ;  nor  did 


India,  which  is  under  the  immediate  govern 
ineiit  of  the  Crown,  but  as  to  the  bulk  of 
it  would  go  to  benefit  the  Native  States. 
I  will  show  that  that  is  not  so ;  but  sup- 
posing it  wore  so,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
•man  knows  that  we  interfere  with  the 
internal  affairs  of  these  Native  States. 
To  a    large   extent 


they  provide  an  adequate  service  of 
medical  men  in  order  to  cope  with  the 
danger.  The  second  point  which  I  wish 
to  emphasise  is  the  incalculable  loss  of 
cattle  during  this  famine.  Now,  could 
that  loss  of  cattle  have  been  avoided  1  The 
cattle  died  because  there  was  no  fodder  for 
prevent  them  i  them ;  but  there  was  plenty  of  fodder  in 
according  to  old  other  parts  of  India,  and  the  cattle  died 
Oriental  methods,  and  insist  on  them  '  because  the  fodder  was  not  brought  to  the 
adopting  Western  methods.  It  shows  a  '  spots  where  the  cattle  were.  If  the  testi- 
curious  want  of  the  Imperial  instinct !  mony  of  competent  observers  is  true,  the 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Te\Kx&\-\taa^%^^   ^  feddsw    hopelessly    broke 

Mr.  Pickersgill. 


wo 


governing   themselves 
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down.  Mr.  Nash,  the  correspondent  of 
the  Manchester  Guardian,  says  that  there 
ww  plenty  of  fodder  ready  packed  for 
transport.  Big  stacks  of  grass  running 
into  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  were 
Stacked  along  the  railway  lines  in  the 
Central  Provinces,  and  the  whole  of 
it  was  allowed  to  rot,  and  the  few  cattle 
left  were  allowed  to  die.  The  transport 
was  ineffective,  and  unnecessarily  aggra- 
vated the  loss  of  cattle.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his  very  in- 
teresting speech,  referred  to  the  relations 
between  the  rulers  of  India  and  the  ruled. 
He  said  there  was  an  amount  of  sympathy 
between  the  Government  of  India  and  the 
people  to  an  extent  which  had  not  pre- 
vailed in  former  years.      But  I  would 

respectfully  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  j  demand  on  the  Imperial 
whether  his  own  conscience  is  altogether  j  That  is  true,  but  if  they 
clear  in  this   matter,   and   whether  the 


relations  between  England  and  India  and 

between  the  Government  and  the  governed 

in  India  have  been    improved    by  the 

recent  changes   carried   through  in   the 

Indian  Council.    I  would  ask  him  whether 

he  thinks  that  these  relations  of  sympathy 

were  promoted  by  the   harsh  treatment 

given  the  brothers  Natu,  who  were  im-  j  cannot  do,  and  that  the  famine  victims 

prisoned  for  two  years  without  trial,  and  :  cannot  be  helped  in  the  same  way  out  of 

in  relation  to  whom  the  charges  on  which  I  public  funds  as  by  private  charity.     You 

they  were  arrested  were  changed  from  j  cannot  administer  the  assistance  that  is 

time   to  time,   and   they  were    at    last  j  required  in  every  degree  and  in  every 

released  without  any  charge  having  been  j  case  out  of  public  money.     These  are  the 


?>oor  and  the  Indian  Exchequer  is  so  rich, 
t  is  perfectly  true  that  India  had  a 
surplus  for  two  years,  but  owing  to  the 
famine  there  will  possibly  be  a  deficit 
this  year.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not 
think  that  any  nation,  however  rich,  has 
ever  undertaken  with  so  light  a  heart  as 
we  have  an  expenditure  this  year  of 
something  like  fifty  millions  on  a  distant 
war,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
under  these  circumstances  we  might  have 
spared  one  million  at  all  events  for  the 
relief  of  the  famine  in  India.  The  reso- 
lution which  I  have  placed  on  the  Paper* 
differs  from  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite.  My  position  is  this.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  states  that 
the  Government  of  India  have  made  no 

Government. 

had  made  a 
demand  on  us  it  would  have  robbed  us  of  the 
grace  of  making  a  free  gift,  and  we  should 
not  then  be  in  a  position  to  voluntarily 

S've  this  money.  But  although  the 
overnment  of  India  have  not  made  any 
demand  of  that  kind  on  us,  Lord  Curzon 
has  reiterated  over  and  over  again  that 
there  are   things   which    public    money 


established  against  them.  I  ask  him 
farther  whether  these  relations  of  sym- 
pathy are  likely  to  be  promoted  by  what 
has  happened  at  Cawnpore  1  I  hope  that 
the  spirit  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  shown  in  his  speech  this  evening  will 


things  which  a  free  gift  may  accomplish, 
and  what  I  want  to  plead  for  is  not  to 
assist  the  finances  of  India,  not  to  give  a 
million  or  any  other  sum  to  help  the 
Indian  Exchequer,  but  that  we  should 
place  a  million  at  the  free  disposal  of  the 


be  practically  illustrated  in  the  future  I  Viceroy  for  the  purpose  of  supplement- 
relations  between  the  Government  and  I  ing  the  inadequate  subscriptions  of  the 
the  governed  in  India.  people  of  England.     I  do  not  blame  the 

j  people    of    England    for    having  inade- 

♦Colonel  MILWARI)  (Warwickshire,  '  quately  subscribed.     The  charitable  and 

Stratford-upon-Avon) :  I  am   sorry  that  |  philanthropic    people    of     this    country 

this   debate  has   been  rather    narrowed  !  have  been  drawn  upon  from  every  direc- 

down,  because  there  were  a  great  many  |  tion  in  connection  with  the  war,  and  it 


questions  of  general  interest  in  the  speech 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  with 
reference  to  currency,  trade,  military  pre- 
parations, railways,  and  irrigation  works, 
all  of  which  would  have  been  very  interest- 
ing if  we  could  have  followed  them  up. 
I  regret  very  much    the    non  possumus 


is  not  only  a  million  that  was  subscribed 
to  the  Mansion  House  War  fund,  but  I 
am  perfectly  sure  that  at  least  five 
millions  must  have  been  subscribed  to  the 
*  Colonel  Mil  ward  had  on  the  Paper  the 
following  notice  :— "  To  move,  That,  having 
regard  to  the  widespread  distress  in  India,  and 
to  the  comparatively  poor  result  of  the  appeal 


position  taken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  !  for  subscription*  for  aid  in  Great  Britain;  kis 
Exchequer  with  regard  to  the  Free  Grant,  ;  desirable  to  supplement  these  subscriptions 
and  I  think  that  the  people  of  this  country  i  by  a  free  gift  from  the  National  Exchequer  of 
tomorrow  morning  will  rub  their  eyes  I  &$T£lSUSi  32J&  Tt£ 
when  they  see  that  our  Exchequer  is  so    viceroy." 
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various  funds.  Can  we  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  the  amount  subscribed  for  the 
famine  in  India  has  been  singularly  small  ? 
In  1897  the  famine  subscriptions  were 
£700,000,  and  in  March,  1898,  the  date 
of  the  dissolution  of  the  1897  Commission, 
the  receipts  amounted  to  £1,190,000, 
besides  which  there  were  large  gifts  of 
grain  and  clothing  also  received.  What 
is  the  state  of  the  Mansion  House  Fund 
now  ?     It  only  amounts  to  £325,000. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  Mansion 
House  Fund  is  only  about  £350,000,  but, 
in  addition,  £170,000  has  been  subscribed 
in  Scotland  and  Lancashire. 

♦Colonel  MILWAED :  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  convey  that  the  Mansion  House 
Fund  included  all  that  had  been  sub- 
scribed, but,  even  taking  that  fund  as  it 
stands,  it  is  quite  £200,000  below  what 
it  was  three  years  ago,  in  addition  to  which 
there  were  then  great  gifts  of  food 
And  clothing,  all  of  which  are  now  sent 
to  South  Africa.  What  I  venture  to 
urge  is  that  we  might  give  a  grant  to 
India  such  as  would  supplement  the  small 
sum  subscribed  by  the  public  in  this 
country.  The  Report  of  the  Indian 
Famine  Commission  of  1898  states — 

"The  testimony  is  unanimous  and  over- 
whelming as  to  the  incalculablegood  the  charit- 
able fund  has  done  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  State 
system  of  relief  and  the  universal  gratitude  it 
has  evoked  among  the  people.  Seventy-one 
per  cent,  of  the  fund  has  been  spent  in  giving 
a  fresh  start  in  life  to  peasant  cultivators  and 
small  landowners  who  have  been  forced  to  eat 
their  seed  grain  and  part  with  their  plough 
•cattle,  or  whose  plough  cattle  had  diea  from 
want  of  food,  or  who  had  no  agricultural  re- 
sources left  or  no  credit  wherewith  to  procure 
them." 

That  is  exactly  what  is  taking  place  in 
India  at  the  present  moment.  It  is  said 
that  there  would  be  no  precedent  for  such 

.a  grant,  but  this  very  Parliament  supplies 
a  precedent.  A  year  and  a  half  ago  there 
was  a  hurricane  in  the  West  Indies.  At 
that  time  the  Colonial  Secretary  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  which  he  stated  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Barbados  were  unable  to 
house  or  feed  themselves.  What 
happened  ?  This  Parliament  gave  a 
free  grant  of  £40,000,  and  a  loan 
of  £50,000  without  interest.  Surely 
that  was  a  case  precisely  on  all  fours  with 
the  present  case,  and  surely  the  famine- 
stricken  districts  of  India  appeal  to  us  at 

.least  as  strongly  as  the  Barbados.    Then 

Colonel  Milward. 


there  is  another  reason  which  appeals  to 
me  very  strongly,  and  that  is  the  loyalty 
which  has  been  shown  by  the  people  of 
India.     I  think  the  House  ought  to  be 
reminded  that  on  the  28th  of  December, 
the    Nizam    of    Hyderabad    offered  his 
purse,  army,  and  sword  in  the  defence  of 
Her  Majesty's  Empire,  and  also  that  the 
Maharaja  of  Gwalior  offered  a  troop  of 
horse  and  transport.       On    the  29th  of 
December  the  whole  of  the  3rd  Bengal 
Sikhs  offered  voluntarily  one  day's  pay 
for  the  War  Fund,  and  it  therefore  does 
seem  to  me  that   when   the   Nizam  of 
Hyderabad    offered    his  purse    and   his 
sword  and  the    Maharaja    of     Gwalior 
offered  a  troop  of  horse,  we  have  now  an 
opportunity  of  showing  our  appreciation 
of  such    loyalty.      I   wish    to  associate 
myself  with  what  has  fallen  from  my  hon, 
f nend  with  reference  to  a  division  on  this 
Amendment.     I  am  not  going  into  the 
lobby  against  the  Government,  because  I 
will   not  be  a  party   to  squeezing   the 
Government    in  order  to  get   them  to 
grant  this   money.      Unless  it  is  done 
freely     there     will     be     no     grace    in 
the    grant    at    all.      I    hope    the  argu- 
ments I  have  addressed   to  the  House 
will  be  considered.     I  believe  that  public 
feeling  throughout  the  country  is  favour- 
|  able  to  this  grant.      I  mentioned  it  my- 
i  self  at  one  public  meeting  recently,  and 
!  it  was    most    enthusiastically    received. 
I  What  is  a  million  among  the  many  other 
millions  spent  in  other  directions  when  by 
it  we  may  create  a  feeling  of  loyalty  in 
India,  and  a  feeling  also  that  in  the  hour 
of  her  distress  this  country  came  to  her 
assistance  ? 

♦Mr,  EMMOTT  (Oldham) :  I  venture  to 
intervene  in  this  debate  not  only  because 
of  the  interest  which   I  myself  take  in 
this  question,  but  also  because  my  con- 
stituents have  such  a  deep  interest  in  all 
that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  our  great  Indian  Empire.     I  speak,  of 
course,  to-night  my   own  views,   but  I 
am  certain    I  carry  with   me    also  the 
views  of  the  great  majority  of  my  consti- 
|  tuents.     The  interest  which  Lancashire 
j  has  in  India,  whatever  may  be  said  about 
I  isolated  matters  in  the  past,   is  by  no 
j  means  a  purely  selfish  one.  In  the  present 
I  dire  straits  of  the  Indian  people  my  own 
|  constituents  have  shown  their  active  sym- 
i  pathy,  and  have  extended  generous  help. 
j  Although,  like  other  inhabitants  of  this 
'country,  they  have  subscribed  liberally  to 
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the  various  war  funds,  they  have  also  sub- ' 
scribed  largely  to  the  Indian  Famine  Fund,  j 
and  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  remainder  of 
the  United  Kingdom  subscribed  in  pro- 
portion to  numbers,  as  much  as  my  con- 
stituents have  subscribed  there  would  be 
a  fond  of  one  and  a  half  millions  instead 
of  half  a  million  at  the  present  time. 
But  I  am  afraid,  even  if  there  were 
a  fond  of  a  million  and  a  half, 
it  would  be  far  too  little  to  relieve  the 
dire  necessities  of  India  at  the  present 
moment.  May  I  thank  the  noble  Lord 
for  his  speech,  which  was  able,  luminous, 
most  interesting,  and  above  all  intensely 
sympathetic  ?  Lord  Curzon  on  one  occa- 
sion made  an  offer  to  pay  the  fare  of 
any  rich  man  to  the  famine  districts  in 
Older  that  he  might  see  for  himself  the 
sufferings  of  the  people,  and  agreed  to 
take  a  chance  of  a  subscription  on  his 
return.  I  cannot  help  feeling  with  my 
hon.  friend  that  the  people  of  this 
country  hardly  realise  the  extent  of  this 
calamity.  This  famine  affects  ninety 
millions  of  people,  or  between  a  third  and 
a  half  of  the  whole  population  of  India. 
At  the  present  moment  there  is  a  popula- 
tion larger  than  that  of  this  great  city 
dependent  from  day  to  day  on  the  relief 
which  the  Government  can  give.  Large 
tracts  of  country  have  become  desert ; 
there  has  been  an  immense  destruction  of 
cattle — in  some  districts  as  much  as  90  per 
cent. — and  comparatively  well-to-do  people 
have  lost  their  all,  and  have  been  driven 
from  their  homes.  I  am  therefore  afraid 
that  there  must  be  a  greater  slowness  of 
recovery  than  after  previous  famines. 
Added  to  all  the  misery  and  disease  which 
accompany  famine,  there  has  been  a  great 
outbreak  of  cholera.  Just  about  the  time 
that  we  were  mad  with  joy  over  the  relief 
of  Mafeking — and  I  think  we  did  per- 
fectly right  to  rejoice  about  it —  what  was 
happening  in  India  1  An  English  doctor 
arrived  at  one  of  these  cholera  camps, 
and  he  found  400  people  dead,  other 
people  scattered  about  dying  on  the  ground, 
others  struggling  in  the  water,  where  they 
had  gone  to  drink,  and  had  been  seized 
whilst  drinking,  and  everyone  who  could 
had  run  away.  Could  a  worse  inferno 
than  that  be  imagined?  There  were 
many  other  places  where  similar  scenes 
occurred,  and  I  think  that  we  should  all 
remember  it  to  the  credit  of  India  that 
all  the  misery  and  destitution  of  famine 
and  all  the  agony  caused  by  disease  were 
borne  with  that  silent  dignity  and  uncom- 
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plaining    patience,    so    characteristic   of 
those   docile  races  whom  it  is  our  pride 
and  privilege  to  rule  in  India.     Such  grief 
and  pain  borne  silently  is  not,  however,  less 
pathetic  than  a  sorrow  which  cries  aloud  in 
the  bazaars  and  proclaims  itself  at  every 
street  corner.     I  do  not  wish  in  the  least, 
however,  that  wo  should  be  governed  by 
emotion  in  this  matter.      The  loss  of  life 
from  this  famine  may  be  less  than  usual, 
but  the  exhaustion  that  will  follow  it  will 
be  very  much   greater.    The  number  of 
cattle  that  have  died  is  simply  enormous, 
and  the  low  condition  of  the  people  seems 
to  be  so  great  that  many  will  be  unable 
to  do  any  work  for  a  long  time.     Lord 
Curzon,  seeing  what  would  occur,  appealed 
first  of  all  uroi  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and 
then  practically  orbi  to  the  world  at  large, 
and  among  those  who  responded  was  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey.     I  almost  wish  he  had 
kept  his  money  for  another  object,  and 
that  he    had  saved  us  the  necessity  of 
accepting  it.      The    total     response    to 
Lord     Curzon's     appeal    was,    however, 
miserably     inadequate,     and     my     own 
impression  is  that  money  must  be   found 
somewhere,   or   very   serious  permanent 
injury    to    India    will    be    the     result. 
There  are  only  two  methods  of  obtaining 
money,  one  by  a  loan  in  India  and  the 
other  by  gift  from  England.     Large  loans 
have  already  been  made  in  India  on  the 
security     of    impoverished     landowners. 
Most,   if    not    all,    of    this    money  has 
to     be    paid     back,     and     I     fear    the 
tax  collector  will  appear  only  too   soon 
after  the  famine.     I  think,  therefore,  that 
loans  in  India  cannet  extend  much  farther 
than  they  have  done,  and  I  think  it  is  a 
case  of  a  gift  from  England.     It  is  said 
that  would  be  against  precedent,  and  I 
do  not  in  the  least  decry  precedent.     In 
a  matter  of  this  kind  it  is  easy  to  relieve 
our  consciences  by  generosity,   and   do 
permanent  harm  unless  we  give  wisely. 
But  the  famine  is  unprecedented.     It  is 
an  act  of  God,  not  the  product  of  man's 
carelessness,  and  any  precedent  could  only 
affect   a  future  famine  of  equal  propor- 
tions.    Again,  it  is  the  second  famine  in 
three  years.      I  further  think  that  the 
Indian  race  is  not  a  race  with  the  instincts 
of  paupers.     There  are  other  reasons  of 
great  cogency  which  might  be  urged.    In 
the  first  place,  it  is  desirable,  even  from 
the  point  of  view  of  our  trade  relations, 
that  as    soon  as  possible   India   should 
return  to  a  normal  condition,  but  I  attach 
more  importance  almost  to  tht  effect  this 
3  E 
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gift  will  have  on  the  people  of  India.  A 
new  era  is  now  opening  up  in  the  Far 
East,  and  it  is  surely  worth  our  while  to 
try  and  bind  India  to  us  by  the  chains  of 
affection.  But  my  main  argument  is  a 
financial  one.  India  is  already  doing  so 
much  to  relieve  famine  that  I  do  not 
think  she  can  be  expected  to  do  any 
more.  She  has  been  paying  Rx.  1,000,000 
or  Rx.  1,500,000  per  annum  for  many 
years  for  famine  insurance,  but  in 
addition  to  that  there  are  the  import 
duties  which  were  put  on  in  1894.  They 
are  practically  a  famine  tax.  They  were 
put  on  because  of  the  fall  in  the  rupee,  and 
were  kept  on  because  of  war  and  famine, 
and  I  imagine,  having  regard  to  the 
noble  Lord's  past  action,  they  would 
have  been  taken  off  had  not  this  famine 
occurred.  These  amount  to  Rx.  3,500,000. 
Therefore  India  is  already  paying 
Rx.5,000,000  for  famine  at  the  present 
time.  I  will  not  refer  to  the  Report 
of  Lord  Welby's  Commission,  except  to 
say  that  it  recommends  that  we  should 
treat  India  generously,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable sum  is  due  for  past  over- 
charges. I  congratulate  the  noble  Lord 
on  the  success  of  his  currency  policy. 
I  do  not  want  to  say  one  word  against 
that  policy,  because  whatever  one's  opinion 
may  have  been  regarding  it  at  first  it  is 
now  an  accomplished  fact,  and  no  one 
would  desire  to  disturb  it.  But  there  is  a 
reverse  side  to  it.  The  rupee  was  raised 
from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  4d.  between  1895  and 
now,  and  that  has  had  the  same  effect  as  a 
contraction  of  currency.  It  helped  the 
Government,  but  I  do  not  think  it  helped 
the  traders  or  the  agriculturists.  We 
are  hearing  again  from  India  the  same 
pitiable  tale  of  these  silver  ornaments 
being  sold  at  even  less  than  their  melting 
value.  This  is  an  extract  from  the  CivU 
and  Military  Gazette  of  Lahore — 

"The  fact  that  the  Government  of  India 
have  bought  seventy-two  lakhs  worth  of  silver 
nore  than  their  programme  contemplated 
means  nothing.  The  fact  that  the  silver  comes 
from  Gwalior  means  much.  It  means  that  the 
people  of  Gwalior  have  unearthed  their  long- 
Diined  hoards  of  silver  ornaments  and  sold 
them  to  the  bunnias,  who  have  sold  them 
to  the  Gwalior  authorities,  who  have 
melted  them  down  anil  *old  the  bullion  to  the 
British  Government.  We  may  expect  to  hear 
of  other  native  States  in  tne  famine  area 
following  in  the  steps  of  Gwalior." 

I  have  here  a  private  letter  showing  that 
these  silver  ornaments  are  being  bought 
for  5  to  8  annas  per  tola  instead  of  the 
JO  annas    they    are    worth.      Here  wo 
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have  poor  and  middle-class  people  being 
cheated  again,  and   not  even  getting  the 
full  value  of  the  silver  for  melting  pnr- 
|  poses.-    Even  if  they  had  got  full  value 
i  they  would  have  obtained  only  alwut  60 
!  per  cent,  of  what  could  be  obtained  seveu 
|  years  ago.     I  have  tried  to  give  some 
j  reasons  why  we  should  help  India  at  the 
present  time.     I  do  not  know  whether  mv 
hon.  friends  will  go  to  a  division,  but  ail 
I  can  say  is  that  if  they  do  I  will  vote 
with  them  with  the  greatest  pleasure.    I 
am    a  new  Member  of  this  House,  and 
whether  my  stay  be  long  or  short  in  it  I 
feel  sure  I  shall  never  give  a  vote  which  I 
believe  to  be  not  only  in  the  interests  of 
India,  but  also,  when  rightly  understood, 
in  the  interests   of    this    country,  with 
greater  certainty  than  I  shall  vote  on  this 
occasion. 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  No  one  can  have  heard  the  con- 
cluding words  of  the  hon.  Members 
speech  without  feeling  that  at  all  events 
they  came  from  the  heart.  The  hon. 
Member  stated  he  was  going  to  vote  for 
the  Amendment  on  grounds  which 
appealed  to  him  as  an  Englishmen  and  a 
citizen  of  the  empire  of  which  India  is  a 
part.  I  believe  the  hon.  Member  is  abso- 
lutely sincere ;  but,  if  he  will  forgive  me 
for  saying  so,  I  think  he  is  absolutely 
wrong  ;  and  if  he  considers  this  matter  in 
a  thoroughly  impartial  spirit  he  will  come 
to  the  conclusion,  I  think,  to  which  I  at 
all  events  have  been  driven — that  not 
only  the  interests  of  India,  but  the 
interests  of  England  and  of  sound  finance 
throughout  the  Empire  are  really  involved 
in  the  House  coming  to  a  sober  and 
rational  decision  on  the  issue  presented  to- 
night. But  there  is  one  smaller  matter  on 
which  I  must  first  touch  almost  paren 
thetically.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Cardiff  in  the  speech  he  delivered 
made  an  attack  on  one  of  the  great 
princes  of  India — a  gratuitous  and  wholly 
unmerited  attack.  The  Maharaja  of 
Gwalior  has  made  a  most  generous  offer 
of  assistance  in  connection  with  the 
trouble  which  we  have  to  face  with  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  in  China.  I  should  have 
thought  that  that  offer  would  provoke  the 
gratitude  and  thanks  of  every  man  in  the 
House  and  of  every  citizen  in  the  Empire. 
But  that  is  not  the  way  the  matter  has 
presented  itself  to  my  hon.  friend.  He 
says — '-Why   did  not   the  Government 
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ipel  the  Maharaja  to  devote  the  money 
which  he  has  offered  so  generously  and 
patriotically  to  the  alleviation  of  the 
■offerings  of  his  own  countrymen  1 " 
My  hon.  friend  spoke  hastily  and  with- 
out adequate  knowledge  of  the  fact.  This 
prince  is  still  young;  but  he  has  had 
time  to  show  himself  one  of  the  most 
energetic,  public-spirited,  and  patriotic 
Princes  reigning  under  our  suzerainty  in 
India.  He  has  not  confined  his  efforts, 
M  my  hon.  friend  thinks,  to  extraneous 
Aarity  or  outside  the  boundary  of  our 
Indian  possessions.  His  own  subjects, 
Mine  of  whom  have  been  touched  by  the 
famine,  have  received  from  him  the  most 
generous  assistance;  and,  not  content 
with  dealing  with  the  subjects  within  the 
!  limits  of  his  own  province,  he  has  gone  to 
t  die  assistance  of  other  and  poorer  Princes 
f  in  India.  And,  after  all,  for  whom  is 
this  hospital  intended?  It  is  in  the 
main  intended  for  that  Indian  contingent 
which  has  gone  from  India  to  China  to 
fight  the  battles  of  the  Empire,  and  I  can- 
not imagine  a  cause  which  would  more 
naturally  and  more  properly  appeal  to  the 
generous  instincts  of  an  Indian  prince 
than*  that  cause  to  which  this  prince  has 
so  nobly  and  generously  subscribed. 
I  said  I  would  treat  this  matter  paren- 
thetically, but  I  could  not  leave  it  un- 
touched because  it  involved  a  personal 
juid  most  unmerited  attack  upon  a  prince 
who  is  an  example  to  all  who  have  similar 
.great  responsibilities  cast  upon  them 
within  the  limits  of  our  Empire.  Every- 
one must  feel  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries  has  been 
prompted  by  generous  sentiments  which 
nave  nothing  in  them  of  self-interest,  but 
which  are  dictated  purely  by  a  feeling  of 
sympathy  with  India  in  the  appalling 
and  almost  unprecedented  calamity  now 
affecting  that  country.  But  in  this 
House  we  have  to  ask  ourselves  not 
whether  the  sentiments  which  prompt 
a  particular  resolution  are  generous  and 
praiseworthy  or  not,  but  whether  its 
results  are  likely  to  be  beneficial  not 
merely  to  the  relatively  narrow  interests 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  to  the  larger 
interests  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  is 
the  principal  guardian.  I  venture  to 
submit  that  the  arguments  my  noble 
friend  urged  in  his  admirable  speech, 
reinforced  as  they  have  been  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  have 
not  been  replied  to.  The  Amendment 
is  avowedly    an    attempt    to  substitute 


Parliamentary  charity,  extracted  pro 
rata  from  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers, 
for  the  spontaneous  gifts  of  those 
anxious  to  relieve  distress  in  India 
or  any  other  part  of  the  world.  No 
doubt  there  are  occasions  when  a  Vote  of 
the  House  may  rightly  be  invoked  in 
favour  of  a  cause  for  which  charity  has 
been  invoked.  But  the  inevitable  result 
of  the  House  accepting  the  Amendment 
can  only  be  that  never  again  will  any 
appeal  of  this  kind  be  responded  to  by 
the  public.  It  will  be  felt  that  Parlia- 
ment itself  has  declared  solemnly  that  it 
is  a  matter  for  the  taxpayer  and  not  for 
charity.  Charity  will  be  dried  up  at  its 
source,  and  in  every  case  in  which  hitherto 
charity  has  been  invoked  you  will  have 
gentlemen  coming  to  this  House  and  saying, 
"  You  have  set  a  precedent  which  should 
be  followed.  This  is  not  a  case  in  which 
private  benevolence  should  be  appealed 
to.  The  proper  course  is  to  propose  a 
Vote  in-  Committee  of  Supply,  or  ask  for  a 
loan  from  the  investing  public." 
That  is  a  precedent  which,  if  set  at 
all,  should  only  be  set  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  in  cases  of  the  extremes* 
necessity.  Is  this  a  case  of  the  extremest 
necessity  1  It  would  be  if  the  refusal  of 
the  House  to  accept  the  Amendment  were 
likely  to  produce  any  additional  loss  of 
life  from  this  famine.  But  my  noble 
friend  has  told  us  repeatedly  that  if  India 
should  be  unable  to  meet  the  necessities 
of  the  case  she  has  behind  her  the  British 
Exchequer.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the 
finances  of  India  are  in  such  a  condition 
that  she  is  unable,  so  far  as  the  preserva- 
tion of  life  is  concerned  in  the  afflicted 
districts,  to  deal  with  such  a  crisis  of  un- 
precedented magnitude  as  that  with 
which  she  has  to  contend.  Under  these 
circumstances  any  charitable  donation 
made  by  the  House  at  the  expense  of  the 
British  taxpayer — for  that  is  the  proposi- 
tion— would  be  made  to  India  without 
India  requiring  it,  without  India  pretend- 
ing she  required  it,  and  in  advance  of  any 
necessity.  If  indeed  the  Government 
were  to  tell  the  House  that  our  interests 
are  so  alien  from  the  interests  of  India 
that  we  regard  India  as  a  possession  from 
which  we  mainly  derive  indirect  profit 
and  direct  glory,  but  to  which  we  feel 
ourselves  so  little  responsible  that  we  are 
not  willing  to  come  to  her  assistance,  then 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  be  justified  in 
saying  that  the  British  Empire  was  indeed 
unworthy  of  our  great  Indian  possession. 
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We  put  forward  no  such  proposal.  All 
we  Bay  is  that  sound  principle  requires 
ttiut  flit-  financial  responsibility  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  Empire  should  be 
kept  separate,  and  it  is  only  when  the 
financial  resources  of  any  particular  part 
of  the  Empire  absolutely  fail  that  it  is 
legitimate  to  call  upon  the  rest  of  the 
Empire  for  assistance.  My  hon.  friend 
behind  me,  who  spoke  last  but  one,  quoted 
the  precedent  of  the  West  Indies.  He 
said  that  in  1B91,  and  again  last  year,  or 
the  year  before,  a  sum  was  voted  by  this 
House  to  meet  the  calamity  which  had 
desolated  the  Leeward  Islands.  But  the 
precedent  quoted  by  my  hon,  friend  is  in 
favour  of  the  Government,  and  not 
against  it.  For  the  precedent  is  this — 
that  it  was  only  when  a  dependency  of 
the  Crown  was  practically  in  financial 
trenieties,  when  it  had  not  at  its  com- 
mand the  resources  which  would  enable 
it  to  meet  the  strokes  of  evil  fortune  by 
which  it  was  overwhelmed,  that  this 
Parliament  and  people  came  to  its  assis- 
tance. If  ever  India  is  in  the  condition 
of  the  Leeward  Islands,  this  conn  try  will 
come  to  the  assistance  of  India  as  it  came 
to  the  assistance  of  the  West  Indies.  1 
would  venture  to  suggest  that  even  the 
action  we  took  in  the  ease  of  those  islands, 
used  as  it  has  been  by  my  hon.  friend, 
shows  how  careful  we  should  be  in 
starting  new  precedents  of  this  character. 
The  late  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  who 
made  so  excellent  a  speech,  I  remember, 
two  years  ago  divided  the  House  in 
favour  of  a  grant  to  India  to  meet  a 
famine  which  was  then  raging  in  another 
portion  of  that  Empire,  although  at  that 
moment  she  had  a  large  surplus  n  I 
disposal.  Now,  supposing  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  had  succeeded  in  his  endeavour 
on  that  occasion  to  induce  the  House  t*> 
subscribe  a  large  sum  for  that  famine, 
followed  as  that  case  would  have  been  by 
the  present  famine,  would  it  not  be  clear 
that  an  Indian  famine  meant  a  Vote  of 
this  House  towards  Indian  needs  as 
regularly  as  in  the  past  an  Irish  famine 
has  meant  an  appeal  to  this  House  for 
Irish  needs  ?  Is  that  a  precedent  which 
this  House  woidd  readily  set  T  Do  they 
desire  so  to  mix  up  the  Indian  and  British 
Exchequers  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of 
course  that  whenever  a  famine  exists  in 
India,  even  though  Indian  finance  may 
be  in  the  highest  state  of  prosperity,  that 
is  a  just  cause  for  coming  to  this 
country    for  financial  assistance  1      That 

Mr.  J.  J.  Balfmr. 


would    be,    as    has    been    pointed   ©tu 
by  my   noble    friend,  the    D 
method    uf     introducing    disorder 
Indian  finance.     I  am   one  of  those  who 
believe,  and,  indeed,  it  will   In 
as  a  commonplace,  that  the  most  fruitful 
parent    of    social    troubles    is 
irregularity  and  extra  vagu  tba* 

the  country  which  is  reckless 
sources  is  a  country  which  is  rapidlr 
approaching  the  greatest  social  and 
DonticaJ  difficulties.  [Opposition  cli 
Thai  appears  to  be  a  commonplace 
accepted  by  both  sides  of  the  House, 
Can  that  danger  be  more  pro- 

duced in  India  than  by  that  kii 
charity  which  has  met  with  so  modi 
f&VOfir  on  both  sides  of  the  House  to- 
night 1  Can  you  conceive  of  a  temptation 
which  it  would  be  more  impossible  for  any 
Indian  financier  to  resist  than  the  tempta- 
tion of  appealing  to  a  House,  for  whose 
action  he  was  not  respon- 
payem  whose  ratereafca  ft  was  oof  Hi 
business  to  guard,  for  resources  which 
would  enable  him  to  meet  difficulties 
occurring  many  thousands  of  miles  away  I 
My  noble  friend  certainly  did  not  go 
beyond  the  truth  when  he  said  that  to 
come  forward  to  Indian  assistance  when 
India  is  not  in  financial  strait!*  would 
be     to    infuse    into    the  i    the 

Indian  financial  system  a  principle  of 
corruption  from  which  it  would  never 
recover.  I  hope  the  House  will  never 
consent  to  that  proceeding,  I  am  re- 
luctant, and  1  do  not  mean,  t«>  pot  the 
matter  on  selfish  grounds.  I  do 
mean  to  base  the  main  stress 
argument  upon  the  position  of  the  Briti 
taxpayer  or  the  burden  thrown  upon 
him,  but  I  must  say  I  listened  with  some 
surprise  to  an  observation  that  fell  from 
an  hon.  friend  behind  me.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Strat  ford-on- A  von  said  that 
when  wo  were  spending  forty  or  fifty 
millions  upon  the  South  African  war, 
could  not  we  spare  one  million  for  the 
Indian  famine  1  [Opposition  cheers.] 
Apparently  the  argument  of  my 
hon.  friend  meets  with  approval  on  the 
other  side.  Let  us  translate  it  into 
simpler  language.  So  translated  it 
comes  to  this — that  the  heavier  tha 
burdens  and  the  greater  the  expendi- 
ture which  Imperial  necessities  throw 
upon  the  British  taxpayer,  so  much  more 
ought  the  subscriptions  of  the  British 
taxpayer  to  be  for  the  financial  needs 
of  other  parts  of  the  Empire.    Suraly 
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flat  is  a  financial  paradox  which  can  ' 
lordly  be  accepted  by  the  sober  reflection 
<of  the  House.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  this  Empire  of  ours  is  at  present 
Jon  on  a  system  never  tried  in  the 
world  before.  The  Empire  is  one  of  un- 
precedented extent  in  mere  area,  and 
portions  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  every 
•quarter  of  the  globe.  It  is  all  paid  for, 
*■  an  Empire,  by  these  islands. 

Mr.  MACLEAN :  India  pays  its  own 
*»y. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
•Gentleman  is  quite  right.  India  pays  her 
fair  share. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  I  beg  par- 
■don ;  India  pays  more  than  its  own  share, 
-according  to  Lord  Welby's  Report. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  probably  not  aware  that  as 
soon  as  Lord  Welby's  Report  was  made 
public  the  Government  announced  their 
intention  of  paying  their  quota.  I  may 
therefore  assume  that,  according  to  Lord 
Welby's  Report,  the  balance  of  payment 
between  these  islands  and  India  is  equit- 
able. But  the  Empire  as  a  whole  is  run  by 
Tthese  islands,  and  if  you  are  going,  in 
■addition  to  that  responsibility,  to  say 
that  whenever  a  calamity  occurs  in  any 
part  of  that  Empire  the  responsibility  is 
Also  to  fall  upon  the  taxpayer  of  these 
islands,  I  say  you  are  rushing  into 
financial  responsibilities  of  which  you 
may  have  in  a  very  few  years  great 
xeason  to  repent.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
watch  with  considerable  alarm  the 
^growth  of  expenditure  we  have  to  view 
Already.  But  if  to  that  expenditure, 
great  and  growing,  and,  I  fear,  likely  to 
grow  as  it  is,  you  are  going  to  add  these 
additional  burdens,  then,  indeed,  even  the 
wealth,  the  enterprise,  and  the  patriotism 
of  this  country  may  feel  itself  at  last  over- 
burdened. I  feel  most  strongly  that  the 
resolution  which  the  House  has  got  to 
take  to-night  is  one  of  the  deepest  import 
for  the  future  of  the  Empire.  What  we 
ask  the  House  to  affirm  is  that  the  finan- 
cial responsibility  for  the  various  portions 
of  the  Empire  rests  primarily  upon  those 
portions  of  the  Empire,  and  that  in  parti- 
cular the  financial  responsibilities  of  India 
are  Indian  responsibilities  and  not  British 
responsibilities.  We  admit,  and  I  would 
take  leave  to  ask   the  House  to  affirm, 


that  in  cases  where  Indian  resources  are 
not  equal  to  Indian  needs  this  House  may 
well  be  asked  to  come  to  its  assistance. 
But  at  the  same  time  we  also  ask  the 
House  to  affirm  that,  until  these  needs  do 
become  greater  than  Indian  resources  can 
bear,  it  is  not  only  not  true  charity,  it  is 
not  only  not  sound  policy,  but  it  is  abso- 
lutely suicidal  for  us  to  endeavour — in  a 
mood  of  sentiment  with  which  everybody 
must  sympathise,  in  response  to  motives 
which  everybody  must  feel,  to  relieve 
sufferings  that  go  to  the  heart  of  every 
feeling  man — to  prematurely  and  unneces- 
sarily burden  the  already  heavily-burdened 
finances  of  this  country. 

♦Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) :  I 
ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to  read 
an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  have 
received  from  India  this  evening.  My 
correspondent  writes  from  Poonah,  under 
date  6th  July,  and  his  letter  indicates 
that  the  extremest  point  of  necessity  has 
at  last  arisen.     He  says — 

"It  is  with  a  heavy  heart,  with  no  little 
sense  of  responsibility,  that  I  now  sit  to 
write  to  you  ;  and  I  beg  your  thoughtful  and 
very  prayerful  consideration  of  what  I  am 
about  to  say.  The  month  of  June — the  first 
month  of  the  monsoon,  and  in  some  respects 
the  most  important — has  come  and  gone.  The 
result,  as  far  as  the  rainfall  is  concerned,  tabu- 
lated from  the  official  returns,  is  shown 
in  the  Deccan  Herald,  dated  3rd  inst. 
Briefly  stated  it  is  this :  In  the  famine 
affected  areas  the  rainfall  has  been  defective 
from  71  to  91  per  cent. — that  is,  in  regions  of 
the  severest  distress  where  100  inches  would 
have  barely  brought  alleviation,  only  nine  inches 
had  fallen  !  But  this  is  not  the  most  appalling 
feature,  for  assuming  a  late  rainy  season,  the 
monsoons  with  their  refreshing  freight  might 
be  yet  looked  for  ;  but  the  affected  regions 
have  '  been  outside  the  influence  of  both  mon- 
soon currents.'  In  other  words,  both  the  N.E. 
and  S.W.  monsoons  have  come,  and  spread 
feebly,  but  without  bringing  the  longed-for  re- 
freshing and  fertilisation  to  the  death-stricken 
regions.  This  means — no  relief  for  the 
present,  and  hardly  any  hope  for  the  future. 
The  ominous  forecast  of  this  prolonged  drought 
is  summed  up  in  the  Vanguard  of  30th  June. 
'This  famine  is,  perhaps,  the  most  fearful 
calamity  that  has  ever  visited  this  earth. 
The  worst  is  to  come.  The  most 
reasonable  estimates  are  that  from  18,000,000 
to  20,000,000  will  perish  in  this  dearth 
now  spreading  over  the  whole  penin- 
sula. Nothing  of  the  kind  has  appealed  to 
the  hearts  of  christian  people  as  the  death-cry 
of  these  starving  millions. 

If  this  is  not  a  case  of  extreme  necessity 
I  do  not  know  what  is. 


Mr.    A.    J.    BALFOUR: 
financial  necessity. 
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*Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH:  It  is  a 
financial  necessity,  because  it  is  quite 
beyond  the  power  of  India  to  feed  the 
twenty  millions  of  people  who  are 
famine-stricken.  India  is  an  extremely 
poor  country.  The  great  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  have  no  conception 
of  the  poverty  of  that  country.  The 
taxation  of  India  is  very  heavy  upon  the 
very  poor  people,  and  it  is  entirely 
beyond  the  power  of  India  to  cope  with 
this  famine.  Personally  I  shall  heartily 
vote  with  my  hon.  friend. 

♦Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  It  is  not  my  intention  to  stand  long 
between  the  House  and  the  division  ;  but 
I  think  there  need  be  no  apology  for  any 
Member  of  this  House  at  ten  minutes  to 
twelve  o'clock  to  rise  and  express  his 
opinion  about  the  questions  which  have 
been  discussed  all  night.  I  merely  wish 
to  say  that  while  we  appreciate  to  the 
full  the  kindly  spirit  which  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  India  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  gave  displayed 
— and  I  am  quite  sure  they  are  sincere  in 
deploring  the  terrible  calamity  to  India — 
I  submit  that  this  sympathy  does  not  go 
far  enough.  I  would  humbly  tell  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that,  in  spite 
of  the  great  cost  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa,  to  which  we  object,  you  could  not 
go  to  a  centre  of  the  working  class  popu- 
lation in  any  part  of  England  where  you 
would  not  get  unanimous  approval  of  a 
free  grant  to  the  Indian  Government  for 
the  purposes  of  famine  relief — a  grant  of 
five  millions,  aye,  of  ten  millions,  if  that 
sum  is  needed.  I  was  rather  surprised 
at  the  peculiar  way  in  which  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  dealt  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stratford-on-Avon,  who 
thought,  rightly,  that  if  we  could 
spend  fifty  or  sixty  millions  on 
the  war  in  South  Africa,  we  ought 
to  spare  a  million  or  two  for  the 
relief  of  India.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  that  was  a  policy  of  the 
greater  the  burden  in  one  direction  the 
more  extended  should  the  appeal  to  the 
British  taxpayer  be  in  another.    The  hon. 


Member  for  Exeter  gave  us  some  very 
wise  advice,  and  told  us  what  was  healthy 
and  what  unhealthy  finance.  He  is  a  great 
authority,  doubtless,  but  I  wish  that  he 
I  would  apply  his  finance  theories  in  this 
|  country  as  well  as  to  other  countries.  He 
has  shown  no  great  objection  to  grants- 
in-aid  here  and  grants-in-aid  there  in 
England  and  Ireland.  But  when  he  told 
us  of  the  probable  bankruptcy  of  the 
British  Empire  he  had  to  admit  that  the 
country  for  which  we  ask  this  grant-in-aid 
is  the  one  part  of  the  Empire  which  costs 
us  nothing.  We  are  told  in  solemn  tones 
that  a  grant  of  five  millions  from  this 
House  would  rob  the  people  of  India  of 
their  proper  dignity  and  self-respect.  Bat 
what  dignity  and  self-respect  could  these 
|  terrible  crowds  of  famished  people  have  t 
All  the  argument  about  sound  finance 
and  self-respect  was  absurd  when  applied 
to  300  millions  of  people  who  had  no 
more  control  over  their  own  government 
than  they  have  over  the  inhabitants  of 
France.  I  think  that  British  rule  has 
been  on  the  whole  good  for  the  Indian 
people ;  but  does  anybody  in  this  House 
believe  that  we  hold  India  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indian  people  ?  No,  we  hold  it  for 
Imperial  purposes.  I  do  submit  that  we 
would  be  acting  consistently  with  the 
highest  and  soundest  finance — that  we 
would  be  not  only  giving  vent  to  a 
healthy  sentiment  but  exercising  sound 
justice  in  making  this  grant,  and  on  these 
grounds  I  support  the  motion.  I  was 
surprised  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bethnal  Green  had  been  disappointed 
at  the  result  of  his  application 
to  the  Archbishops,  who  have  referred 
him  to  the  Mansion  House  Fund 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  reasonable 
than  such  an  answer  as  that  coming  from 
such  a  quarter !  I  regard  this  help  to 
India  as  part  of  our  Imperial  obligations, 
and  those  who  vote  against  the  motion 
will  be  the  true  Little  Englanders. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  112 ;  Noes, 
65.     (Division  List  No.  244.) 


Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres,  Loid 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 


AYES. 

Beach,Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 


Cavendish,V.C.W.  (Derbph.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
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Callings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,Sir  J.  Charles  Heady 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corawallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Gross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Corson,  Viscount 
Daliymple,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  SirWilliam  Theodore 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Faiffasson,RtHn.  Sir  J .  ( Mane'  r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitsGerald,  SirRobertPenrose- 
Pletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
G*&ge>  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go8chen,RtHnG.J(StGeorge,s 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  WalfordDi  Wednesbury 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Han  bnry,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
H&slett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 


Asquith,RtHn.  HerljertHenry 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bain  bridge,  Emerson 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  U.  B. 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  Jame<*  Christopher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,SirEdwardTemperley 
Gordon,  SirWilliamBrampton 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  appears,  by  the  Ac- 
counts laid  before  this  House,  that  the 
total  revenue  of  India  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899,  was 
£67,595,815;  that  the  total  expenditure 
in  India  and  in  England  charged  against 
revenue  was  £64,954,942 ;  that  there 
was  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expendi- 
ture of  £2,640,873  ;  and  that  the  capital 


Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,Sir  E.Durning(Corn 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lowles,  John 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Max well,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Herb.  E. 
MeWille,  Beresford  Valentine 
Miidlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
More,Robfc.  Jasp.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'hsh. ) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptf  ord 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Percy,  Earl 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt- Hig/jins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,"Rt.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 

NOES. 

Harwood,  George  i 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale-  j 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork)  I 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth)  ! 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C.  ; 
Jones,  Wii  I  iam(Cam'rvon  shire  , 
Lambert,  George  ' 

Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumbrland  j 
Lough,  Thomas  i 

Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA  (Queen'sC  ! 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  ' 
M'Leod,  John  i 

Maddison,  Fred. 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.(Devonport)  ; 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)  i 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool)  j 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  ( Nort numb.  ; 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare  j 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  ! 

Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh  , 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigus.)  | 


Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  ( Hackney  > 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew} 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,Rt.HnJ.G.(OxfdUniv. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Warde,Lieut.-Col.C.E  (Kent> 
Welby,  Lt.-Col  A.C.  E.(Taunt.. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wy  vill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and. 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Seeley,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw,  Chas.  Edward  (Stafford). 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wesftmeath) 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell( Notts.. 
Wilson,HenryJ.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  J. H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthur. 


outlay  on  railways  and  irrigation  works, 
not  charged  against  revenue  was 
£3,279,316.  —  (Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND) BILL. 

Considered  in  Cemmittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.     J.    W.     Lowther    (Cumberland,. 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : — 
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The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  said  that  the  Amendment  he 
now  proposed  to  move  was  to  bo  taken  in 
connection  with  one  which  appeared  a 
little  lower  down  in  the  Paper,  and  was 
moved  in  accordance  with  the  pledge  he 
gave  approving  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee. 


{Ireland)  Bill. 


mo- 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  'portion 
of.'"— (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In    page    1,  line  11,  to  leave    out    from 
'them*  to  the  second  'in/ in  line  12." — (Mr. 
G.  W.Balfour.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
that  this  was  an  attempt  to  prevent  by 
statute  the  teaching  of  the  Irish  lan- 
guage. He  had  never  known  of  a  case  in 
which  an  Amendment  of  this  kind 
had  been  moved,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  Pigott  Commission.  Where  was  the 
necessity  for  the  Amendment  unless  it 
were  to  limit  and  restrict  the  action  of 
the  Commission  ? 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  was  afraid 
that  the  form  of  the  rules  would  exclude 
the  schools  of  the  Christian  Brothers 
from  the  benefits  of  the  Act,  and  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  accept 
the  Amendment  he  now  proposed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert, 
*  Nothing  in  any  rule  made  in  pursuance  of 
this  section  shall  exclude  from  participation 
in  the  benefits  of  the  said  Acts  any  school 
which  would  be  entitled  to  participate  in  such 
benefits  if  this  Act  had  not  passed.'" — (Mr.  T. 
M.  Hcaly.) 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  said  if  the 
Amendment  were  accepted  the  difficulty 
which  the  hon.  Member  believed  to  exist 
as  to  want  of  a  definition  of  the  word 
"  school "  would  remain.  He  could  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  Government 
did  not  wish  to  exclude  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  from  the  benefits  of 
the  Act. 


MR.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  if  he 
withdrew  the  Amendment  he  would  like 
to  have  a  definite  assurance  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  this  was  aa 
improper  use  to  make  of  the  Act  He 
thought  if  the  Rules  were  laid  on  the 
Table  it  would  be  an  effective  preserva- 
tion, and  therefore  he  begged  to  withdraw 
this  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Mr.   T.  M.   HEALY  said    when  the 
original  Act  was  introduced,  considerable 
sums  were  granted  in  different  parte  of 
Ireland  for  prizes,  but  from  year  to  year 
those   sums  had  been    diminished  until 
now,  instead  of   a   boy  winning  a  £40 
scholarship  as  a  first  prize,  the  amount  had 
fallen  so  low  as  to  be  only  some  £25. 
It  was  said  that  that  was  owing  to  the 
fund  having  become  bankrupt,  but  Irish 
Members   found   that  it  could    still  be 
drawn  upon  for  other  purposes.     There 
was  now  an  attempt  to  pay  pensions  to 
those    who    had    been    responsible    for 
education  under  the  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Act  of  thirty  years  ago.     They  were 
no  doubt  deserving  persons,  but  if  they 
were  deserving  of  pensions  they  should 
be  pensioned  out  of  the  Engtish  funds  and 
not  the  Irish.     It   had  always  been  laid 
down  that  a  pension  was  deferred  pay* 
and  if  that  were  so  he  did  not  see  how 
persons  who  had  never  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  State  could  be  entitled 
to    a    pension.       They   were    not  Civil 
Servants,  and  they  should  not  be  pensioned 
out  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund.    He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  1  and  2,  to  leave  oat  the 
words  '  oat  of  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal 
grant/   and    insert    the    words    *  recommend 
grants   of,'    instead    thereof." — (Mr.    T.    M 
tiealy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOUR  justified  giving 
a  permissive  power  to  the  Board  to  grant 
pensions  to  its  officers,  stating  that  a  re- 
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endation  in  this  sense  was  made  by 
Sommissioners  some  years  ago,  and 
roposal  was  in  the  interests  of  edu- 
i  itself.  It  was  very  desirable  that 
offices  should  be  pensionable,  and 
rore  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
I  not  press  his  Amendment. 

.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  hoped  the 
Member  would  go  to  a  division, 
oked  upon  this  clause  as  an  ex- 
nce  on  the  Bill.  The  officials  were 
£800  a  year  for  doing  work  which 
either  continuous  nor  laborious,  and 
>ught  to  insure  their  lives  on  the 
rment  policy  system.  He  really 
led  to  this  species  of  foster-father 
ithropy  towards  these  poor  afflicted 
Is !  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
sible  to  bring  in  a  single  Bill  dealing 
any  phase  of  Irish  life — social, 
bional,  literary,  or  what  not 
hout  it  being  burdened  with 
mnuation  clauses  or  clauses 
og  or  preserving  vested  interests. 
j  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  deter- 
l  to  create  vested  interests,  he  should 
>b  the  Irish  Church  Fund  to  do  it ; 
tould  go  to  the  British  Treasury. 
teport  of  the  Commission  never  con- 
ated  such  retiring  allowances;  and 
isted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  either  accept  the  Amendment  of 
ton.  Member  for  North  Louth  or 
>  the  clause    altogether    from   the 


Corporation  Bill,  which  sought  powers  to 
grant  certain  superannuation  allowances, 
some  gentleman  connected  with  Ireland 
exclaimed  "that  is  a  job;"  but  when 
pensions  were  to  be  given  to  some 
gentlemen  connected  with  some 
particular  Tory  Department,  these 
same  oracles  cried,  "Oh,  they  deserve 
it !  "  If  these  excellent  and  most  admir- 
able  Tories  must  be  pensioned,  let  it  be 
'  done  by  the  British  Government,  and  not 
out  of  this  miserable  Irish  Church- 
Fund. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  said  that  so  far 

as  he  was  concerned  he  knew  nothing  of 

these  gentlemen  personally,  and  he  knew 

nothing    about    their  religion   or    their 

'  politics.     The  proposal  was  made,  not  in 

|  the  interests  of  any  individual,  but  in  the 

I  interests  of  education  itself.     It  was  not 

i  desirable  that  they  should  have  gentlemen 

!  in  the  position  of  assistant-commissioners 

',  filling    a    non-pensionable    office    under 

,  the    ordinary    Civil   Service    rules    at  a 

1  certain  age.     The  Government  had  intro- 

;  duced  this  provision  at  the  very  earnest 

request  of  the  Commissioners  themselves, 

i  and  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  service 

1  that  it  was  submitted. 


,      Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  : 

;  on  an  English  fund  ? 


Why  not  put  it 


l   T.   M.    HEALY  said    that   this 

>  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
»t  of  the  Bill,  which  was  intended 
lprove  the  educational  system  of 
li  There  never  had  been  any  agi- 
i  in  favour  of  these  pensions,  and 
never  had  been  suggested  in  any 
5    minute,    so    far    as     he    knew. 

>  was,  he  maintained,  a  very 
I  feeling  in  regard  to  engrafting 
an  Education  Bill  a  system 
nsions  to  public  servants  whoso 
Ed  action  had  been  of  no  value,  whose 
3  were  not  known,  and  whose  deeds 
not  notorious.  He  did  not  think 
sople  of  Ireland  would  be  much  the 
•  off  after  this  Act  was  passed  than 
5  it.  It  was  not  going  to  create  a 
leaven  and  a  new  earth  in  Iroland. 
id  no  doubt  these  gentlemen  were 
>st  excellent  Tories,  but  was  that  a 
i  for  granting  them  superannuation 
>ns  ?  When  dealing  with  the  Dublin 

L.  LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  said  that  at  the 

present  time  these  salaries  were  paid,  not 

out  of  an  English  fund,  but  out  of  the 

|  income   of   the   Intermediate    Education 

,  Board,  and  a  large  part  of  that  income 

was    derived    from     taxation.       These 

persons  were  appointed   on  the  distinct 

understanding     that     their     office    was 

.  pensionable,  and   it   was   practically  im- 

i  possible  to  get    rid     of    any    of  these 

.  officials  except  they  were  pensioned. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asserted  that  if  they 

i  were  civil  servants  they  would  have  to 

pass  competitive  examinations  in  order  to 

secure  their  appointments,  but  they  had 

1  not  done  so.  They  were  appointed  through 

|  favouritism,  and  got  their  appointments 

,  through  the  nomination  of  their  particular 

i  friends  in  the  Tory  party.     They  were 

appointed  because  they  had  obtained  the 

ear  and  favour  of  the  ruling  class  in  Ireland, 

and  now  at  the  end  of  their  time  it  was 

said  that   these  geutlemen  who  obtained 

their  offices   through    pure    favouritism 

were  to  be  pensioned  because  they  were 

3  F 
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civil  servants.  They  had  no  claim  to  a 
pension.  Yet  Ireland  had  to  provide  for 
them.  It  was  typical  of  the  way  in  which 
Ireland  was  treated.  This  w**s  the  penalty 
Ireland  had  to  pay  for  a  new  system  of 
education.  They  had  to  pension  a  number 
of  superannuated  frauds  to  the  extent  of 


£4,000  a  year,  because  they  wished  to 
give  their  children  technical  education. 

Question  put. 

The    Committee  divided: — Ayes,  73; 
Noes,  17.     (Division  List  No.  245.) 


Allhusen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  AJ.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Cavendish ,  V.  C.  \V(  Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colonic,  Sir  J.  Charles  Ready 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cornwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 


AYES. 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Goschen,Rt  RnG J  (S  tGeorge's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Green, Walford  D.(Wednesb\y 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumraing 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Momnouthsh. ) 
Murray,RtHnAGraham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Penn,  John 


Phill potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
PlunkettTRt.  Hon.  H.  C. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,Sir  Thos.(Hartlep'l 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  AbeliH.(Chmtchnrcb) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanark*!).) 
Talbot,Rt.HnJ.  G(Oxf  dUnir. 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.Muntj 
Warde,Lieut.-Col.C.E.  (Kelt) 
Welby,Lt-Col.A.C.E(Tauiitoo 
Wortley,Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stoiri- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcj 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 


NOES. 

Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  T.  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  WT  (Cumb'land) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macdonnell,DrMA(Queen'8  C 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Xorthumb.) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes- 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  do  not  propose 
to  move  the  next  Amendment,  but  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  will  incorporate  into  this 
clause  the  words  of  the  preceding  clause, 
and  the  words  "  with  the  approval  of  the 
Treasury." 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Yes. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  grant,' 
to  insert  the  words  'with  the  approval  of 
the  Treasury.'  "— (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  they  had 
now  come  to  the  last  Amendment  on  the 
Paper,  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  not  in  any  way  derogate  from  the 
undertaking  they  had  given,  but  would 
accept  it  at  once.  It  was  a  very  reason- 
able Amendment. 

New  clause : — 

"  The  Board  under  this  Act  shall,  in  addition 
to  the  members  already  appointed,  count 
of  five  additional  members,  who  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant." — [Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy.) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  added. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended  j  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next. 


1445 


Naval  Reserve 


{26  July  1900} 


Bill. 


1446 


NAVAL  RESERVE  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

|Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
•aid  that  by  the  Act  of  1859  Parliament 
specifically  stated  the  number  of  men  to 
be  engaged  in  the  Naval  Reserve  at 
30,000.  He  believed  that  up  to  this  time 
We  had  not  got  that  number.  But  this 
Bill  authorised  the  raising  of  an  indefinite 
number  of  men — anything  from  15,000  to 
60,000  men. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  said  that  the  number  of 
Volunteers  of  the  second  class  was  fixed  at 
15,000.  The  other  class  included  pen- 
sioners who  were  in  future  liable  to  be 
-called  out  for  a  certain  number  of  days 
drill  in  the  year,  but  they  could  not  say 
what  that  number  of  pensioners  would  be. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  quite 
admitted  that.-  Under  the  Royal  Navy 
Act  of  1859  they  authorised  the  raising 
of  30,000.  Under  this  Bill  they  authorised 
15,000  men,  and  in  addition  they  were 
going  to  call  out  the  old  pensioners  on 
stated  occasions.  But  what  about  the 
artificers  ?  The  point,  however,  to  which 
he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
•Committee  was  that  by  the  Bill  they 
were  authorising  the  Admiralty  to  raise 
an  indefinite  number  of  men  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament.  In  that  they 
were  departing  from  the  ordinary  consti- 
tutional rule  that  Parliament  should  have 
the  control  of  the  men  engaged  or  enlisted 
as  soldiers  or  sailors  whether  in  the 
Regular  Army  and  Navy  or  in  the  Reserve. 
It  was  a  new  departure,  and  whether  it 
was  right  or  wrong,  it  was  a  departure 
that  it  was  hardly  right  to  expect  the 
Committee  to  discuss  at  1.30  in  the 
morning.  Every  man  who  was  in  receipt 
of  a  pension  was  liable  to  be  called  out 
in  times  of  emergency,  so  that  the  prin- 
ciple was  already  in  force ;  but  in  future 
the  pensioner  would  have  to  drill  during 
the  year,  which  made  all  the  difference. 
He  desired  to  move  to  leave  out  Sub- 
flection  3,  in  order  to  elicit  some  explana- 


tion from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  That 
sub-section  made  one  important  change 
by  making  the  term  of  service  under  the 
Naval  Reserve  Act  five  years  and  no 
longer.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  men 
were  entitled  to  their  discharge,  subject 
to  their  being  engaged  in  active  service. 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) 
pointed  out  that  the  enlistment  was  for 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  a 
man  could  take  his  discharge,  or  could 
re-enlist  for  a  further  five  years  and  con- 
tinue to  do  so  until  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  fifty-five.  The  Reserve  was  an  en- 
tirely different  one  to  that  which  existed 
under  the  Act  of  1859. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  called  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
plainly  stated  in  the  Bill  that  Section  2  of 
the  1859  Act  should  hot  apply  to  this. 
It  was  plain  to  him  that  the  Government 
had  brought  in  this  Bill  having  evidently 
no  knowledge  of  its  contents,  and  no  one 
could  tell  what  the  result  of  it  would  be. 

*Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  the  House 
should  know  what  was  meant,  because  it 
did  appear  that  all  the  Government  was 
doing  was  to  repeal  the  Act  which  would 
have  limited  the  enlistment  for  five  years. 
It  made  a  great  difference  with  regard  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  Reserve.  How  was 
a  man  to  escape  from  it  1  Did  his  service 
extend  until  there  was  a  vacancy  in 
Greenwich  Hospital  for  him  ? 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY  said  that  after  the 
Bill  became  law  there  would  be  an  option 
given  to  the  men,  either  to  take  their 
discharge  or  to  volunteer  for  another  five 
years  service.  At  the  end  of  each  five  years 
they  would  be  entitled  to  their  discharge, 
or  they  could  re-enlist,  in  some  cases 
the  enlistment  would  not  be  five  years, 
because  if  a  man's  time  expired  when 
he  was  fifty-two  he  would  not  be  eligible 
to  serve  for  more  than  another  three 
years. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  understood  that  the 
repeal  of  Sub-section  2  only  referred  to 
marine  pensioners. 
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Man  the  Education  Code  was  adopted, 
and  the  teachers  were  certificated  by  the 
Department  in  the  same  way  as  in 
England  ;  but  they  had  none  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Act  of  1898.  The  object 
of  the  present  Bill  was  to  provide  that  the 
service  in  whole  or  in  part  in  the  Isle  of 
Man  should  be  recorded  as  service  on 
which  superannuation  was  based.  The 
Bill  was  necessary  because  the  education 
authorities  in  the  Isle  of  Man  had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  good 
teachers,  because  their  services  in  the 
island  were  not  recorded  for  superannua- 
tion purposes.  The  Bill  had  been  framed 
by  arrangement  with  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  saw  nothing  in  the 
Act  with  respect  to  five  years,  and  so  far 
as  the  present  Bill  was  concerned  the 
measure  which  exempted  men  from 
the  five  years  clause — Section  2  of 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  Volunteer 
Act — did  not  apply  to  money  received 
under  this  Act.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  a  very  great  change  was  about 
to  be  made.  He  desired  to  raise  another 
point  under  Sub-section  4,  the  meaning  of 
which  was  that  the  men  in  certain  cases 
would  be  treated  under  the  Military  Ser- 
vices Act,  and  not  under  the  Act  of  1859. 
In  this  case  another  very  great  change 
was  being  made  in  the  existing  system  by 
this  Bill,  and  no  explanation  had  been 
given  for  that  change,  nor  was  the 
matter  limited  to  service  on  shore. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs) 
said  if  the  men  were  at  sea  they  would 
come  under  the  Military  Service  Act,  and 
if  on  shore,  under  the  Army  Act. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday 
next. 

COUNTY   COURTS   (IRELAND)   BILL 

[Lords]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged,     Bill  withdrawn. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  (ISLE  OF  MAN) 
BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be   now   read    a  second  | 
time."  I 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  means 
to  abolish  the  Parliaments  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  and  Jersey  ? 

[No  reply  was  given.] 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill   read  a    second    time,   and  com- 
mitted for  Monday  next. 

ELEMENTARY     SCHOOL*    TEACHERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  (JERSEY)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday  next. 

POOR  RELIEF  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday  next. 


Mr.     CALDWELL     asked     whether  j 
teachers  in  the  Isle  of  Man   who  had  got  j 
a  certificate  from  the  Department  were  j 
teachers  in  Great  Britain,  or  were  they 
under  a  different »  system  1    Again,  were 
the  services  of  the  teachers  in  the  Isle  of 
Man  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  services 
for  pension  ? 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Jesse  Collincjs,  Birming- 
ham, Bordesley)  said  that  in  the  lata  oi  ' 


LOCAL 


GOVERNMENT 
BILL. 


(IRELAND) 


Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday  next. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    (IRELAND) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday  next. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant  July,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  before 
Two  of  the  clock. 
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3RRWG    URBAN    DISTRICT 
TNCIL    GAS    BILL   [h.l.]. 

ns     Amendments     considered, 
dto. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

ueen's    consent  signified;    and 
ted  with  Amendments. 

D-KENT    WATER   BILL. 
3d  with  Amendments. 


HURCH  AND  BOURNEMOUTH 
TRAMWAYS    BILL. 

dd  with  Amendments. 

OLITAN  DISTRICT  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

ed  from  the  Select  Committee 
sndments. 

>UTH,     STONEHOUSE,    AND 
>NPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

ed  with  Amendments. 


AVID'S  RAILWAY  (ABANDON- 
MENT)  BILL. 

ed  without  amendment. 

ND    ENNISKERRY    RAILWAY 
BILL. 

;ed  with  Amendments. 

kSHIRE    ELECTRIC    POWER 
BILL. 

;ed  from  the  Select  Committee 
endments. 

WALES    ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION  BILL. 

bed  from  the  Select  Committee 
endments. 


J,  WALTHAMSTOW,  AND 
G  FOREST  RAILWAY  (ABAN- 
ENT)  BILL. 

I,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 

of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 

ught  from  the  House  of  Com- 

ill  bj  read  a  second  time  after 

LXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Tuesday,  the  26th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2a;  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly. 

LIVERPOOL  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read   3°,   with  the   Amendments;    a 
further  Amendment  made;  Bill 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

EXETER  CORPORATION  BILL. 

ABERDEEN  POLICE  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

WANDSWORTH     AND     PUTNEY    GAS 
BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments;  further 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

WEST    HAM   CORPORATION    BILL. 
Read  3a,  with    the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

RICKMANSWORTH     AND     UXBRIDGE 
VALLEY    WATER   BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Moved,  "  That  Standing  Order  No.  144 
be  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  this  Bill." 
— (The  Earl  of  Cork.) 

On  Question,  motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time."— (The  Earl  of  Cork.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3a. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  do  pass."—  (The 
Earl  of  Cork.) 


♦Lord  GREVILLE :  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name  to 
Clause  25.  If  subjections  such  as  are 
included  in  my  Amendment  are  not  in- 
serted the  Waterford  Corporation  will 
be  deprived  of  the  benefits  which  they 
have  enjoyed  for  years  past.  The 
Amendment  will  not  in  any  way  injure 
the  Bill,  and  I  trust  your  Lordships  will 
agree  to  it. 
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Amendment  moved — 


"  In  Clause  25,  pages  14  and  15,  to  leave  out 
Sub-sections  (6)  and  (7),  and  to  inst  rt  the  follow- 
ing sub-sections  : — 

"  *  (6)  The  company  shall  give  on  applica- 
tion so  far  as  they  themselves  are  concerned 
through  bookings  with  through  rates  and 
fares  for  traffic  of  every  description  via 
the  port  of  Waterford  to  and  from  all  places 
in  Great  Britain  from  or  to  which  they  can  be 
reasonably  required. 

14 '(7)  The  said  through  bookings  and 
through  rates  and  fares  may  be  applied  for  by 
the  Waterford  Corporation  or  by  the  Water- 
ford  Commissioners  or  by  any  incorporated 
steamship  company  regularly  trading  with 
the  port  of  Waterford  or  by  any  other  person 
interested  in  such  through  trafhc. 

" 4  (8)  The  Waterford  Corporation  and  the 
Waterford  Commissioners  shall  not  oppose 
any  application  to  Parliament  which  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  may  make 
for  relief  from  the  obligation  to  continue  to 
provide  or  afford  a  daily  service  by  steamer  as 
provided  by  Section  70  of  the  Finhguard  and 
Ko*(*lare  Railways  and  Harbours  Act,  1898.'" 
— (Lord  Grcville.) 

Earl  SPENCER:  I  am  afraid  it  is 
rather  difficult  to  explain  the  position  of 
the  mover  of  the  Amendment  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Joint  Committee  who  con- 
sidered the  Bill,  but  I  think  I  must 
venture  to  do  so.  The  Bill  is  a  very 
important  one,  and  I  will  admit  that 
Limerick,  Waterford,  and  other  places 
are  deeply  interested  in  it.  The  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  went  carefully  into  all 
these  matters  ;  they  sat  for  a  great  many 
days,  and  this  matter  was  discussed  at 
great  length  before  them.  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  noble  friend  is  going  to  press 
this  Amendment,  but  I  think  it  right 
that  I  should  state  exactly  what  it  is. 
Two  years  ago  a  very  important  Act 
was  passed  in  respect  of  the  Rosslare 
and  Fishguard  line,  which  immensely 
affected  the  whole  traffic  of  the 
railways  in  the  south  of  Ireland. 
That  Act  established  a  line  of  steamboats 
from  Rosslare  to  Fishguard,  and  a  good 
many  conditions  were  imposed  on  the 
promoters,  one  being  that  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  should  give  the 
line  all  the  traffic  they  could.  That  Act 
will  affect  in  an  enormous  degree  the 
whole  trade  and  commerce  of  the  south 
and  west  of  Ireland,  and  since  it  has  been 
passed  it  has  very  much  affected  the  posi- 
tion of  the  different  railway  companies  in 
Ireland,  almost  necessitating  the  bringing 
forward  of  the  Bill  now  before  your  Lord- 
ships. One  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  is 
intended  to  protect  all  through  traffic  as 


before,  wherever  it  goes.     That  clause 
remains.      There     was    another    clause 
affecting  the  future,  but  after  a  good  deal 
of  consultation  and  discussion  the  Com- 
mitteedecidedagainst  it.  Oneof  theclauses 
to   protect  the   Harbour  Commissionen 
of  \Vaterf ord  was  that  the  Great  Western 
of  England,  which  is  in  close   alliance 
with  the  Great  Southern  and  Western, 
were  to  run  a  daily  service  of  steamboats 
to   Waterford  as  well  as  to  Fishguard, 
and  in  that  clause  the  through  traffic  ob- 
tained was  to  be  carried  by  their  lines  to 
their  own    stations,    or  wherever  their 
lines  came  in  England.     That  was  as  the 
Bill    came    before    us,    but    the  Great 
Western  of  England  opposed  that  dm*, 
considering  it  hard  and  onerous  upon 
them.     The  Committee  considered  the 
grievance,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Great  Western  had  something  to 
say  on  the  matter.     Therefore  they  in- 
serted a  clause  saying  that,  until  the 
Great  Western  were  relieved  of  their  ob- 
ligation to  run  a  daily  service  of  steam- 
boats to  Waterford,  the  same  conditions 
should    be    imposed     npon     the    Great 
Southern  over  the  new  amalgamated  line 
as  were  placed  on  them  in  respect  of  their 
own  lines  in  the  Rosslare  and  Fishguard 
Bill.      With  every  desire   to  give  full 
protection  to  the  different  places,  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  that  clause  would 
be  more  just.     My  noble  friend  wishes  to 
alter  that.     He  seeks  for  a  through  traffic 
clause  to  all  places  in  England,  quite  in- 
dependently of  the  clause  which  was  in- 
serted in  the  Rosslare  and  Fishguard  Bill, 
and  then  promises  that  if  that  is  granted 
the  Harbour  Commissioners  of  Waterford 
will    engage     not    to     oppose  any  Bill 
brought  forward  by  the  Great  Western 
The  Committee    have    fully    considered 
this,  and  are  not  in  a  position  to  give  way 
on  that  point.     I  confess  that  I  do  not 
think  any  great  hardship  will  be  imposed 
upon  Waterford  if  the  Bill  stands  as  it  k 
I  therefore  oppose  the  Amendment 


The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lorda,  I 
think  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  aty 
anything  in  support  of  the  view  taken 
by  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  spoken, 
except  to  remind  the  House  that  this  Bill 
was  referred  to  a  specially  strong  Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses,  who  sat  for 
twenty-nine  days,  and  that  this  particular 
question  occupied  a  considerable  time.  I 
cannot  believe  that  your  Lordships  will 


MM 


Private  Bill 


{27  July  1900} 


Business. 


1454 


be  likely  to  reverse  the  decision  arrived 
.  it  after  so  much  deliberation. 

Amendment  negatived. 

♦Lord  GREVILLE :  The  object  of  the 
new  clause  which  I  now  beg  to  move  is 
to  put  a  check  on  the  working  of  the 
oompany,  and  to  give  to  the  Treasury 
powers  which  will  secure  the  proper 
working  of  the  line. 

Moved — 

"To  insert  as  a  new  clause: — 'If  the 
Treasury  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  com- 
pany is  not  properly  working,  maintaining, 
aso  developing  the  traffic  on  or  over  the 
sail  ways  of  the  Waterford  Company,  or  over 
any  railways  heretofore  worked  by  the  Water- 
fatu  Company,  or  that  the  through  or  local 
rates  or  fares  cliarged  upon  those  railways  are 
unreasonable,  they  may  call  upon  the  company 
to  make  such  alterations  in  its  mode  of 
working,  maintaining,  and  developing  traffic, 
or  in  the  rates  or  fares  charged,  as  they  may 
tkink  fit,  and  should  the  company  fail  to 
make  snch  alterations  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  notice  to  it  to  that  effect,  the  Trea- 
rniiy  may  prefer  a  complaint  against  the  com- 
pany to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission 
for  an  order  directing  such  alterations  to  te 
made,  and  thereupon  the  said  Commission 
may  make  such  order  on  the  complaint  as  to 
(hem  may  seem  fit.' " — (Lord  Greotilc.) 

Earl  SPENCER :  I  am  afraid  I  must 
also  oppose  this  Amendment.  It  involves 
a  new  principle  in  railroad  legislation,  and 
I  do  not  myself  believe  that  it  is  at  all 
necessary.  Under  clauses  in  both  Bills 
there  is  ample  power  to  refer  to  arbitra- 
tion any  disputes  as  to  the  facilities — the 
wide  facilities  —which  have  been  granted. 
The  proposed  clause  would  effect  a  sweep- 
ing cnange,  and  has  never  been  before  the 
Committee.  The  matter  is  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  would  make  a  revolution  in 
railway  legislation,  at  all  events,  in  Ire- 
land. I  do  not  express  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong — it  has  not 
been  discussed  before  the  Committee — 
but  I  think  the  existing  protection  clauses 
sufficient. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY :  This  clause 
appears  on  the  Paper  now  for  the  first 
time,  and  the  first  I  saw  of  it  was  a  type- 
written copy  which  was  handed  to  me 
just  before  the  House  met.  It  is  entirely 
out  of  the  question  to  move  it  without 
giving  notice. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [ill.]. 

Moved,  "That  Standing  Order  No.  144 
be  dispensed  with  in  regard  to  this  Bill." 
— (Tlw  Earl  of  Cork.) 

On  Question,  motion  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time."— (The  Earl  of  Cork.) 

♦Lord  GREVILLE :  In  rising  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  day 
three  months  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  in 
a  few  words  to  explain  to  your  Lordships 
what  took  the  Committee  twenty-nine 
days  to  inquire  into.  But  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  hear  many  points 
of  interest  in  connection  with  the  subject. 
A  line  was  authorised  in  1896  from 
Mountmellick  to  Mullingar,  through  the 
very  centre  of  Ireland.  The  people  of 
Mullingar  and  that  region,  whom  I  repre- 
sent, wished  the  Committee  to  give  them 
an  extension  of  the  power  to  build  that 
lino.  Lord  de  Vesci  and  myself  appeared 
before  the  noble  Earl's  Committee,  but 
the  Committee  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  hear  other  witnesses  who  could  have 
been  produced,  including  two  Irish  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  the  Committee  were  weary 
and  sick  of  the  whole  thing,  but  I  cannot 
see  why  they  would  not  consider  the 
Mullingar  grievance.  It  is  an  Irish 
grievance,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  not 
much  thought  of  over  here.  The  Mullin- 
gar line  did  not  suit  the  octopus,  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western,  which  now 
has  the  whole  of  the  south  in  its  greedy  ten- 
tacles, as  it  might  be  antagonistic  to  the 
Midland  Great  Western.  The  Committee 
have  done  an  injustice  to  the  centre  of 
Ireland  in  not  imposing  the  construction 
of  this  line  on  the  promoters  ;  and  those 
who,  with  myself,  originally  obtained  the 
powers  in  1896  have  lost  much  money 
over  the  project.  It  is  all  thrown  away 
because  the  Joint  Committee  were  too 
weary  to  go  into  the  question.  I  have 
had  many  letters  on  the  subject.  A 
gentleman  of  great  influence  in  Ireland 
writes — 

"I  do  not  know  how  the  committees  are 
formed  in  Parliament,  but  this  one  must  have 
been  formed  to  give  everything  to  the  Great 
Southern.  No  one  on  it  understood  the  wants 
or  wishes  of  Ireland  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
No  wonder  we  want  Home  Rule." 
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I  would  ask  whether  a  clause  could  not 
be  inserted  which  would  give  the  people 
of  the  centre  of  Ireland  the  power  to 
revive  the  Act  of  1896  which  at  present 
is  virtually  dead.  I  am  glad  that  the 
Committee  have  not  accepted  the  demand 
of  the  Midland  that  they  should  be  pre- 
vented from  ever  making  the  line,  but  I 
would  suggest  that  the  Great  Southern 
be  put  under  an  obligation  to  introduce  a 
Bill  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament  to 
obtain  an  extension  of  time  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  from  Mountmeliick 
to  Mullingar  authorised  by  the  Waterford 
and  Central  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  and  to 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  obtain  such 
powers,  and  on  such  powers  being 
obtained,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  con- 
struct such  railway. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  l«»ave  «»ut  *  now/  and  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  motion  *  this  day  three  months.' " — 
(Lord  Greinlle.) 

Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  with 
regard  to  what  my  noble  friend  has  said 
as  to  the  Committee  being  so  exhausted 
by  the  length  of  the  inquiry  and  the 
weather  that  they  would  not  inquire 
fully  into  this  matter,  I  must  give  an 
entire  and  complete  denial  to  the  asser- 
tion. I  confess  that  I  was  not  very  well 
when  the  inquiry  began,  but  I  came  out 
of  it  much  better  in  health.  We 
were   not  deterred  by  the  hot  weather, 


or  by  anything  else,  from  doing  what 
we  considered  best  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  I  sympathise 
with  my  noble  friend  in  the  original 
desire  to  extend  the  line  from  Mount- 
meliick to  Mullingar ;  but  what  has  hap- 
pened ?  The  Act  of  1896  was  obtained, 
but  the  company  were  unable  to  raise 
money  outside  their  own  capital  to  carry 
the  line  to  Mountmeliick.  The  public 
would  not  support  the  rest  of  the  exten- 
sion, and  the  powers  under  the  Bill  have 
expired.  The  compulsory  powers  for  the 
acquisition  of  land  expired  on  21st  May 
last  year.  No  doubt  the  power  of  making 
the  line  goes  on  till  the  21st  May  next, 
but  it  will  disappear  then.  That  alone  is, 
I  think,  a  condemnation  of  the  line.-  I 
am  very  sorry  for  my  noble  friend,  and 
particularly  for  the  friends  whom  he  en- 
couraged to  subscribe  to  this  line ;, but 
I  am  afraid  they  have  made  a  very  bad 
commercial  speculation.  They  were  not 
supported  by  the  public,  and  the  line  has 


been  practically 
Lord  Greville. 


but  under  the  Act  of  1896.  I,  as  chair- 
man, may  have  been  responsible  in  Com- 
mittee for  stopping  counsel  when  they 
desired  to  go  into  irrelevant  matters  and 
into  matters  which  the  Committee  had 
heard  over  and  over  again,  but  I  entirely 
deny  that  I  stopped  counsel  when  they 
wanted  to  make  a  case.  I  entirely 
deny  that  I  stopped  the  free  dis- 
cussion or  the  free  speech  of 
counsel.  The  Central  of  Ireland  is  an 
impecunious,  almost  a  bankrupt  concern 
— it  was  so  poor  that  it  could  not  run 
passenger  trains  without  cattle— and  it 
would  have  been  a  strong  order  to  com- 
pel the  company  taking  it  over  to  con- 
struct a  line  with  which  the  public  had 
already  refused  to  have  anything  to  da 

On  Question  whether  "now"  shall 
stand  part  of  the  motion,  resolved  in  the 
affirmative.  Bill  read  3tt  accordingly; 
Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons. 


CRYSTAL 


PALACE     COMPANY 

[H.L.]. 


BILL 


BEER  RETAILERS' 
CERS'  LICENCES 
BILL. 


ROE'S  PATENT  BILL  [H.14 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  ta 
BARNSLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [rl]. 

DUBLIN,    WICKLOW,   AND   WEXFORD 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l  I 

NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.1 

RAMSGATE  CORPORATION  IMPROVE- 
MENTS BILL  [H.L.]. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments ;  the  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

NORTH  BRITISH  RAILWAY  BILL  [ILL). 
WALSALL   CORPORATION   BILL  [B.1J. 
Returned  from   the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 


AND  SPIRIT  GRO- 
(IRELAND)  (No.  2> 


ABERDEEN  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL 

LONDON    AND    SOUTH    WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 


killed  i\ot  \yy  \\»a  ^V^\knu«Hfcn»T^ 
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TRAMWAYS    PROVISIONAL 
(No.  5)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  The  Amendment  proposed  by 
Ike  Select  Committee  made  ;  further 
Amendment  made ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  the  Report  of  Amendments 
to  be  received  on  Tuesday  next. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   12)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Select  Committee  made ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Tuesday 
next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  on  Monday  next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.    15)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Amendments  made ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

PAISLEY  WATERWORKS  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

EDINBURGH  (HOUSING  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES)  IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3"  on  Tuesday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Bead  3a  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 
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LOCAL 
LOCAL 
LOCAL 
LOCAL 
PERTH 

Bead 
passed. 


GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No  9)  BILL. 

GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 

GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

AND    PAISLEY    GAS    PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDERS  BILL. 

3tt  (according    to    Order),  and 


MUNICIPAL   TRADING. 
Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  (with 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee)  made, 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  210.) 

NATIONAL   EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 

I.  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners, 
for  the  year  1899-1900. 

II.  Appendices  (Sections  i.,  ii.,  hi.,  and 
iv.). 

CHINA,  No.  3  (1900). 
Correspondence    respecting  the  insur- 
rectionary movement  in  China. 

TRADE    REPORTS  (ANNUAL    SERIES). 
No.  2488.  Guatemala. 
No.  2490.  Sweden  (Gothenburg). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

INEBRIATE  RETREATS  (RULES  AS  TO 
MANAGEMENT). 

Regulations  made  with  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment for  the  domestic  management  of 
the  Corngreaves  Hall  Retreat,  licensed  as 
a  Retreat  under  the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879 
to  1899. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PURCHASE 
OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1891). 

Return  of  Advances  under  the  Act 
during  the  year  ended  the  31st  March, 
1900. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LONDON  CORPORATION. 

Annual  Account  of  the  Chamberlain  of 
London.  Delivered  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


STRENGTH   AND    ORGANISATION   OF 
HOME  DEFENCES. 

♦The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister — (1) 
whether  he  or  his  colleagues  have  ever 
received  information  or  expressions  of 
opinion  from  reliable  sources  confirming 
the  view  of  one  of  our  foreign  military 
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attaches,  recently  quoted  in  debate,  to  the  i  endeavouring  to  get  a  Volunteer  Reserve, 
~  and  then  used  these  words,  which  I  have 

placed  on  the  Paper : — 

"  It  is  all-important  that  England  should 
be  strong  and  unassailable  in  the  month  of 
November  next." 


effect  that — 

It  is  all  important  that  England  should  be 
strong  and  unassailable  in  the  month  of 
November  next ; 

(2)  whether  he  is  of  opinion  that  the 
European  situation  is  now  less  alarming 
than  it  seemed  to  him  on  the  9th  of  May 
last  when  he  spoke  to  the  Primrose  League 
as  follows — 

"  It  is  not  necessarily  because  in  themselves 
they  are    more  important,  but  if  *y°a  l°°k 


Within  the  last  three  days  I  have  re- 
ceived another  letter  from  my  corre- 
spondent in  which  he  says  he  stall  holds 
bo  what  he  wrote  eight  or  nine  months 
ago.  This  seems  to  me  to  establish  a 
rather  serious  and  critical  situation,  espe- 


causes  of  menace  and  peril  are,  though  slowly, 
accumulating,  and  may  accumulate  to  such  a 
point  as  to  require  our  most  earnest  and  active 
effort  to  repel  them  "  ; 


around  you  will  see  that  the  elements  and  !  cially  as  I  have  been  informed  that  Her 
mAn.AA  ««       ~  —      ,*«.. » «  «™  ~    Majesty's  Government  have  received— I 

I  do  not  know  whether  they  attach  weight 
I  to  it  or  not — similar  information  from 
many  quarters.  In  February  last  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery,  defending  a 
motion  designed  to  make  the  Ballot  Bill 
workable,  said,  in  almost  passionate 
language,  that  he  considered  that  we 
were  in  a  national  crisis,  or  used  words  to 
My  noble  friend  the  Earl  of 
Kimberley  followed  in  the  course  of  that 
debate,  and  also  used  words  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  crisis  in  which  we 
found  ourselves,  and  argued  that  it  was 
most  desirable  that  we  should  make  our 


(3)  whether,  as  Prime  Minister  respon- 
sible for  our  national  safety,  he  has  care- 
fully inquired  into  our  home  land  defen- 
sive means  and  organisation,  and  has 
satisfied  himself  that  these  are  such  as, 
failing  the  Fleet,  will  render  all  attempts  1  T®*8  *"  a 
at  invasion  by  any  hostile  nation  futile ' ,ihat  ettect 
and  impossible  of  success;  (4)  whether, 
if  not  satisfied  as  to  the  sufficiency  and 
organisation  of  our  home  land  defences, 
he  will  cause  such  measures  to  be 
taken  as  will  give  us  the  required 
security  against   the   possibility  of  suc- 


I  Militia  strong  for  home  defence.    All  this 

cessful  invasion  by  any  hostile  Power!  ^  ulea*l^  J^M  "£  ^"Ir*"7' 

I   have  to  apologise  to  my  noble  friend  °"  the.  25t*  Ma^  **   **?**  glister, 

the  Prime  Minister  for  venturing  to  put  I  ^^ing  the  members  of  the  Prprose 

these  questions  on  the  Paper,  but  I  think  LeaSu,e>  used  *e  words    <lu°ted  m  *• 

he  and  your  Lordships  will  admit  that  second  Pa™g™Ph  of  my  question- 

the  matters  to  which  they  refer  are  suffi-  "  But  **  y°u  l°°k  wo^nd  you  will  see  that 

ciently  import^ -to  justify  my  having  £*—  AffZiJSSS.  Si  £ 

done   so.     1   think   your   Lordships  will  accnmnlate  to  such  a  point  as  to  require  our 

also  admit  that,  as  we  are   approaching  most  earnest  and  active  efforts  to  repel  them." 

the  close  of  the  present  session,  it  is  de-  T  have  now  to  ask  whether  anything  has 


sirable  that  we  should  receive,  if  possible, 
from  the  Prime  Minister,  a  more  comfort- 
ing assurance  as  to  the  state  of  our  home 
defences.  In  the  few  words  which  I 
think  it  necessary  to  utter  in  putting 
these  questions  to  the  noble  Marquess  I 
shall,  I  hope,  avoid  saying  anything 
that  could  possibly  give  offence  to 
the  susceptibilities  of  any  nation ; 
indeed,  I  propose  not  to  refer 
to  any  nation,  but  to  make  my  re- 
marks general  on  the  subject  of  home 
defence.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in 
the  debate  on  20th  February  last  on  the 
Militia  Ballot  resolution,*  I  quoted  from  a 
letter  I  had  received  from  one  of  our 
military  attaches  abroad,  in  which  he 
expressed   his    satisfaction    that  I    was 


*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxix.,  p.  504. 

The  Earl  of  fPemyss. 


occurred  since  May  last  to  modify  the  view 
of  my  noble  friend  the  Prime"  Minister. 
The  danger  we  run  is  this :  that  these 
evils  will  go  on  accumulating  until  the 
thundercloud  bursts.  The  question  which 
arises  is :  shall  we  be  prepared  to  meet  it  t 
Has  the  noble  Marquess  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, after  full  inquiry,  that  our  home 

|  defences  are  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory 
state?  There  are,  in  this  country, 
two  schools  of  national  defence.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery  and  others 
have  been  at  Eton,  and  they  will  remem- 
ber that  at  Eton  there  are  two  sets  of 
boys.  One  set  delight  in  the  river,  and 
say  the  river  is  everything ;  the  other 
set  take  their  pleasure  in  the  playing- 
field.  Those  who  devote  themselves  to 
the  river  are  called  "  wet  bobs,"  and  those 

L  who  look  to  the  playing  fields  for  their 
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unusement  are  termed  "  dry  bobs  " ;  and 
the  "  wet  bobs  "  are  apt  to  look  down  on 
tlie  "  dry  bobs."     As  it  is  at  Eton  so  it  is 
in  these  schools,  if  I  may  so  call  them,  of 
national  defence.     You  have  one  school 
that  swears  by  the  Navy  and  the  Navy 
alone,  who  say  that  all  we  want  is  a 
•trong  Navy,  and  that  if  we  have  a  Navy 
stronger  than  any  other  two  this  nation 
ii  perfectly  safe.     But  there  is  this  in- 
consistency in  their  views.     If  it  is  neces- 
ary  to  anchor  part  of  our  Navy  in  the 
Channel  for  the  protection  of  our  shores, 
we  pro  tanto  diminish  the  power  of  our 
Fleet  for  operations  elsewhere,  no  matter 
how  large  that  Fleet  may  be.  When  they 
are  asked,  "Are  you  so  satisfied  with 
what  the  Navy  can  do  for  the  protection 
of  our  shores  that  you  are  ready  to  give 
up  all  home  defences  1 "  they  immediately 
reply,  "No."     Therefore,  the  whole  of 
the  Navy  "  wet  bob  "  argument  falls  to 
the    ground,    because    we    cannot  trust 
absolutely  to  the  Fleet.  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  aay  that  in  this  matter  of  defence  I  am 
a  "  dry  bob."     I  quite  feel  that  we  ought 
to  have  the  largest  possible  Navy  for  the 
purpose  not  of  home  defence,  but  of  pur- 
suing the  enemy's  fleet  and  commerce, 
shutting  them  up  in  ports,  and  protecting 
our  own    commerce.     But  I    want  the 
country  to  be  absolutely  independent  of 
the  Navy  for  home  defence,  and  the  home 
defences  to  be  so  organised  as  to  give  us 
— to  quote  the  words  of  my  question — 
the  required  security  against  the  possi- 
bility of  successful  invasion  by  any  hostile 
Power.     I  have  asked  my  noble  friend  to 
himself  see  whether  we  are  in  that  state. 
We  never  have  been  in  that  state  since 
1815.     Everything  that  has  been  done 
since  has  shown  it.     What  was  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  letter  to  Sir  John  Bur- 
goyne  but  an  admission  that  we  were  not 
in  a  satisfactory  state  so  far  as  our  home 
defences  were  concerned  ?     What  was  his 
last  speech  in  your  Lordships'  House  ?  It 
was  in  favour  of  the  Militia  Ballot  Bill 
of  Lord  Palmerston,   and  contained  an 
admission  that  we  were  not  strong  at 
home  and  required  an  efficient   Militia. 
What   was  General   Peel's  letter  which 
summoned  the   Volunteer  force  but  an 
admission  that  as  things  then  were  we 
were  not  in  a  satisfactory  state  as  regards 
home  defences  ?    What  was  Lord  Card- 
well's  Army  Bill  but  an  admission  that  we 
were  not,  in  the  year  1870,  in  a  satis- 
factory state  of  home  defence  ?    But  how 
as  to  now?    Will  my  noble  friend  be 


able  to  say  that  we  are  in  a  satisfactory 
state  now  1    The  noble  Marquess  sitting 
on   his  right,  the  Secretary  for  War,  is 
satisfied  that  we  are  not  in  a  satisfactory 
state  for  home  defence,  for  every  measure 
he  brings  in  is  what  he  calls  a  measure  of 
emergency  ;  and  the  last  thing,  apparently, 
from  the  answer  he  gave  yesterday,  is  his 
proposal  to  put  the  whole  military  system 
into  the  crucible  or  smelting-pot.     The 
noble  Marquess  shakes  his  head,  but  is  it 
not  putting  the  military  system  into  the 
smelting-pot  when  he  is  going  to  do  away 
with  the  Militia  Reserve  and  to  change 
the  constitution  of  the   Militia,  so  that 
instead  of  being  only  for  home  defence  it 
is  to  be  liable  to  be  sent  abroad  ?     That 
may  be  right  or  it  may  be  wrong,  but  it 
is  a  revolution  in  our  Army  organisation 
and  in  the  principle  of  the  defence  of  this 
country.     I  venture  then  to  ask  my  noble 
friend  if  he  has  inquired  into  this  ques- 
tion and  compared  the  facts  obtained  as 
regards  our  means  of  defence  with  the 
means    of    aggression  of  other  Powers. 
If     he     has     done     that,    I     hope     he 
will    be    able     to    answer    the     ques- 
tions     by     saying     that      our     home 
defences   and   organisation  are  such  as, 
failing  the  Fleet,  will  render  all  attempts 
at  invasion  by  any  hostile  nation  futile 
and  impossible  of  success.     I  have  only 
to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the  last 
question.      If  my  noble  friend's  inquiry 
has  not  satisfied  him  that  we  are  in  that 
state,  will  he  take  care  that  we  are  put 
in  a  condition  of  absolute  security  against 
the  possibility  of  successful   invasion  by 
any  hostile  power  ?    To  contemplate,  not 
invasion,  but  the  possibility  of  the  threat 
of  invasion,  and  preparations  for  invasion 
such  as  were  made  in  the  early  part  of 
last  century  is   something  to  give  one  a 
cold  shudder  as  to   the  effect  it  would 
have  in  this  country.     There  was  an  ex- 
cellent   book— I    strongly   advise    your 
Lordships  to  read  it — published  in   1852 
by  Sir    Francis    Head,    Bart.,    entitled 
"The      Defenceless    State     of      Great 
Britain."     After  showing  the  dangers  we 
ran  in  the  early  part  of  last  century,  he 
has    two    chapters  on   the  "Capture  of 
London."      The  first  chapter  begins  as 
follows — 

"  As  soon  as  by  a  few  quivering  motions  of 
two  needles  there  had  almost  simultaneously 
appeared  upon  the  white  dials  of  all  the 
electric  telegraphs  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  the  three  words  *  They  are  landed,' 


1463        Strength  and  Organisation      {LORDS} 


of  Home  Defences. 


1464 


what  a  variety  of  sensations  would  be  created 
in  the  hearts  of  fund  holders,  landowners,  place 
holders,  owners  of  property  of  every  descrip- 
tion ! " 

One  set  of  gentlemen  he  has  not  referred 
to,  and  those  are  the  gentlemen  who  live 
in  Pall  Mall.     I  wonder  in  such  a  case 
what  their  feelings  would  be.    My  opinion 
is  that  they   would  decorate  the  lamp- 
posts   in     Pall      Mall.      We     owe     it 
not    only    to    our     homes,     not    only 
to     everything    that    is    dear     to     us, 
not   only   to   the    past    history   of    this 
country,  but  we  owe  it  to  our  colonies, 
who  have  so  nobly  come  forward  in  the 
Empire's  defence,  and  whose  sons  have 
shown  their  gallantry  and  so  freely  shed 
their  blood  in  South  Africa ;  we  owe  it  to 
them  as  well  as  to  ourselves  that  we  should 
be  strong  at  the  heart  and  impregnable  at 
home.     I  do  not  know  whom  the  noble 
Marquess  has  consulted  with  reference  to 
the  answer  he  will  give  to  these  questions 
— I  hope  they  are  not  all  official  answers 
from  Pall  Mall — but    I  wish    he  would 
consult  the  illustrious  Duke  who  was  for 
so  many  years  the  Field  Marshal  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army.     If  he  con* 
suited  the  noble  Duke  I  should  be  very 
surprised  if  he  did  not  find  that  his  views, 
on  home  defence  and  the  duties  of  the  I 
Government  in  that  respect — which  are 
to  enforce  the  existing  law,  and  not  to  go 
tinkering  and  tailoring  with  some  other 
law — are  not  far  from  being  in  accord- 
ance with  those  with  which  on  more  than 
one  occasion  I  have  troubled  your  Lord- 
ships.    I  now  venture  to  ask  the  questions 
standing  in  my  name. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  I  shall  best  comply 
with  the  wish  of  my  noble  friend  that  I 
should  answer  the  questions  which  he  has 
put  on  the  Notice  Paper  by  taking  them 
one  by  one.  The  first  question  is, 
"  Whether  I  or  my  colleagues  " — I  cannot 
answer  for  my  colleagues — "have  ever 
received  information  or  expressions  of 
opinion  from  reliable  sources  confirming 
the  view  of  one  of  our  foreign  mili- 
tary attaches" — I  wonder  who  that 
person  is  ;  I  know  nothing  about  him- 
"  recently  quoted  in  debate  " — yes, 
quoted  by  the  noble  Lord.  And  he  has 
the  courage  to  come  here  and  quote  him- 
self  as  an  authority,  for  he  has  no  other 
authority  whatever 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss. 


♦The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  I  beg 
your  pardon;  I  do  not  quote  myself u 
an  authority. 

The    Marquess    of    SALISBURY: 
You  quoted  it ;  nobody  else  did. 

*The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  What  I 
quoted  was  a  letter  from  one  of  your 
own  officials. 

The    Marquess    of    SALISBURY. 

Who  is  he  t 

♦The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  I  decline 
to  say ;  you  have  no  right  to  ask  me. 

The    Marquess    of    SALISBURY: 
You  have  no  right  to  say  that. 

♦The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  I  beg  your 
pardon 


The    Marquess    of    SALISBURY: 
The  noble  Lord  has  no  right  to  use  i 
private  letter  in  this  way,  and  quote  it  in 
this  House  as  an  evidence  of  a  public  fid, 
when  he  cannot  bring  the  testimony  of 
the  man  from  whom  it  comes  as  evidence 
that  it  is  not  a  pure  invention.     I  bate 
only  to  reply  that  I  have  never  heard 
that   "it   is  all-important  that  England 
should  be  strong  and  unassailable  in  the 
month  of   November  next."       I  better* 
there  is  to  be  a  great  collection  of  shoot- 
ing stars  in  the  early  part  of  November— 
that  is  the  only  peculiarity  in  the  month 
I  of  November  that  I  know  of  that  we  need 
I  apprehend.     The  noble  Lord  then  asb 
me  whether  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
European  situation  is  now  less  alannint 
than  when  in  the  month  of  May  I  used 
certain  words  of  which  he  quotes  a  very 
I  small  portion.     My  Lords,  I  did  my  best 
|  on  that  occasion  to  express  myself  clearly, 
and  I  was  anxious  to  avoid  precisely  that 
misconception  into  which  the  noble  Lord 
j  has  fallen.     I  pointed  out  at  that  time 
what  was  well  known  to  everybody — that 
the  attitude  of  foreign  Powers   towards 
us  was  absolutely   correct,  and  showed 
the  utmost  goodwill  towards  this  country; 
that  we  had  in  this  respect  nothing  to 
complain  of ;  that  there  was  nothing  hi 
their  action  from  which  we  could  deduce 
any  unfavourable  inferences.      I   stated 
that  in  debate,  I  think  in  answer  to  the 
I  noble   Lord  opposite,  and   I  repeated  it 
afterwards  at  the  meeting  in  Albert  Hall, 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  has  referred.  At 
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the  same  time,  I  drew  attention  to  another 
class  of  phenomena  having  nothing  to  do 
with    the    attitude    of     the    Govern- 
ments of  the  day.     It  was  impossible  to 
oonceal   from  our  eyes,  especially  then, 
"that    there    was,    not  assuredly  in  the 
language  of  Governments  or  statesmen, 
bat  in  the  organs  of  popular  opinion  in 
many  parts  of  the  world,  and  especially 
in  Europe,  that  which  indicated  a  state  of 
feeling  towards  this  country  which  could 
not  but  fill  us  with  feelings  of  appre- 
hension, or  at  all  events  of  regret,  and 
which  we  could   not  dismiss  from   our 
minds.     The  object  I  had  in  drawing  the 
attention  of  my  fellow-countrymen  to  this 
state  of  things  was  that  they  should  not 
allow  themselves  to  rely  too  entirely  upon 
the  correct  and   benevolent  attitude  of 
Governments,  but  bear  in  mind  that  in 
the    long    run     Governments    are    in- 
fluenced by  the  feeling  of  the  people  over 
whom  they  rule,  and  that  if  that  feeling 
continued    hostile    to    us   we    must    be 
prepared  to  take  account  of  the  pheno- 
menon in  making  our  preparations.     That 
was  undoubtedly  true  then,  but  nobody,  I 
should  have  thought,    would  have  read 
that  speech  without  knowing  that  I  was 
not  pointing  to  any  immediate  danger  or 
necessity  for  immediate  precautions.     The 
mere  fact  that  again  and  again  I  carefully 
.guarded   myself  from  seeming  to  imply 
that  there  was  anything  in  the  conduct 
or  attitude  of  foreign  countries  to  cause 
us  disquiet  or  apprehension,  showed  that 
it  was  not  to  immediate  danger  that  I  was 
pointing  the  attention  of  my  countrymen, 
but  that  I  was  urging  upon  them  a  general 
•consideration  of  the  duties  imposed   on 
-every  nation  by  the  increase  of  means  of 
communication  in  the  present  day,  and 
urging    that    the    apprehensions    which 
might  be  caused  now  from  these  circum- 
stances and  from  the  proximity  of  danger 
were  greater  than  they  would  have  been 
many  years  ago,  and  that*  therefore,  we 
were  bound,  not  by  any  sudden  revolu- 
tionary measures  of  defence,  not  by  any 
startling  efforts  or  any  violent  change  of 
the  policy  we  had  pursued,   but  by  a 
steady  concentration  of  our  view   upon 
the  special  danger  of  our  own  generation 
And  our  own  time — we  were  bound  to 
bring  our  nation  gradually  to  the  per- 
formance of  those  duties  of  self-defence 
which  have  been  long  imposed  by  neces- 
sity upon  other  nations  of  the  world,  and 
which,   perhaps,  have  lain  upon  us  in  a 
less  formidable  character  in  consequence 


of  the  defence  which  we  enjoy  from  the 
possession  of  the  sea  as  a  barrier.     I  am 
not    going    to  trouble  the   House   with 
reading  my  speech  made  at  the  Albert 
Hall — I  would  not  so  waste  the  time  of 
the  House — but  no  one  can  read   that 
speech  without  seeing  that  I  did    not 
speak    then  of  any  imminent    pressing 
danger,  or  of  any  precautions  that  re- 
quired immediate  adoption.    I  was  trying 
to  guide,  so  far  as  it  was  given  me  to  do 
so,  the   minds  of  my  fellow-countrymen 
into  the  conduct  with  respect  to  national 
defence  which  the  changing  conditions  of 
national  security  are  slowly  pressing  on 
the      nation     to     which     we      belong. 
That  is  what  I  have  to  say  of  my  speech 
to  the  Primrose  League.     I  do  not  wish 
any  noble  Lord,  unless  he  chooses,  to 
undertake  the  somewhat  severe  condition 
of  reading  it  in  its  entirety,  but  I  am 
convinced  he  will  not,  if  he  does,  attribute 
to  it  such  a  false  interpretation  as  that 
which  has  commended  itself  to  the  noble 
Lord.     Then  he  asks  me  whether  I  have 
satisfied  myself  that  our  home  land  de- 
fences are  such  as,  failing  the  fleet,  would 
render  all  atempts  at    invasion  by  any 
hostile  nation  futile   and  impossible  of 
success.      I  really  do  not  know  how  I 
should  begin  to  address  myself  to  that 
inquiry.     Nobody  has  yet  succeeded  in 
invading  this  country  since  William  the 
Conqueror  unless  he  has  had  assistance 
from  inside.     Of  course,  that  is  not  what 
the   noble    Lord    meant;    he  has  some 
fanciful    or    personal    test    of    national 
security   which  he  requires  us  to  fulfil. 
But  I  maintain  that  the  onus  is  on  the 
other  side;    it  is  for  him  to  show  the 
dangers  to  which  he  says  we  are  exposed, 
and  if  he  shows    this    correctly,    then 
I  admit  he  is  doing  good  and  patriotic 
service    in    calling    attention    to    their 
existence,  and  I  fully  acknowledge  the 
duty  which  lies  upon  us  above  all  other 
things  of  preventing  any  real  and  sub- 
stantial danger  of  the  kind.     But  I  cannot 
prove  a  negative.     I  cannot  prove  there 
is  no  danger  unless  he  indicates  to  me 
from  what  side  it  is  to  come,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  what  circumstances  that  danger 
exists.       I    do   not  profess  to  be  able 
to    go  into  the  minute  details  of  our 
national  defence  by  sea  or  by  land.     I  am 
afraid  that  in  our  complex  civilisation  it 
is  necessary  for  us  to  trust  largely  to  the 
testimony  and  to  the  vigilance  of  experts 
in   whom  you  have  confidence;    and  I 
should  rather  refer,  and  I  hold  it  to  be 
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my  duty  to  refer,  in  the  first  instance  to 
the  great  precaution  which  I  have  had  a 
share  in  taking  for  protecting  this 
country,  and  that  is  by  recommending  an 
adequate  and  thoroughly  trustworthy 
head  of  the  War  Office  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  I  cannot  profess  to  tell  the 
noble  Lord  whether  all  our  muskets  are 
of  the  right  calibre,  or  whether  all  our 
guns  are  of  the  best  pattern  that  can  be 
adopted — that  is  not  my  business.  I 
must  in  such  matters  rely  on  the 
assurances  of  experts.  As  far  as  my 
judgment  goes,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
carries  me — I  do  not  think  it  is  very  far 
— it  appears  to  me  that  our  defensive 
systems  are  quite  as  effective  and  in  as 
thoroughly  satisfactory  a  condition  as 
ever  they  have  been  before.  I  suppose 
the  fact  that  they  have  led  us  up  to  this 
particular  point  of  security  without  any 
serious  danger  or  apprehension  may  give 
us  confidence  in  the  future.  I  do  not 
profess  to  have  examined  the  details  of 
every  circumstance  of  defence ;  I  can  only 
say  that,  as  far  as  they  have  come  under 
my  observation  they  are  thoroughly  satis- 
factory and  such  as  to  give  us  sufficient 
confidence  in  the  future.  The  noble  Earl 
appears  to  think  that  he  has  made  out  an 
excellent  case  by  speaking  of  all  the 
changes  which  all  the  Ministers  for  a 
hundred  years  past  have  from  time  to 
time  proposed  for  increasing  and  develop- 
ing our  national  defences.  Of  course  such 
proposals  have  been  made,  and  of  course 
such  proposals  are  now  being  made  by  my 
noble  friend  the  Minister  for  War.  If  it 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  noble  Lord  that  you 
cannot  propose  any  amendment  of  your 
defensive  system  without  admitting  that 
that  defensive  system  is  unsatisfactory,  of 
course  you  may  much  simplify  the  duty 
of  defence  and  of  legislation  in  respect  to 
Army  matters.  But  that  is  an  absurd 
test  to  apply.  We  believe  that  we  are 
satisfactorily  defended ;  we  believe  that 
we  have  been  so  defended  for  some  time 
past,  and  we  appeal  to  history  as  our  test, 
but  we  do  not  think  that  we  are  by  that 
fact  relieved  from  the  duty  of  constantly 
watching  the  organisation  over  which  we 
preside  and  trying  to  introduce  into  it 
every  improvement  which  experience  or 
reflection  can  induce  us  to  adopt.  That, 
I  think,  is  the  only  course  possible  with 
respect  to  national  defence,  which  mani- 
festly must  be  progressive,  and  the  merits 
of  which  up  to  a  certain  extent  must 
depend  upon   hypothetical  dangers  such 
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as  the  noble  Lord  has  adopted  to 
himself.  We  do  not  see  these 
dangers,  we  do  see  the  necessity  for 
constant  improvement,  and  as  we  go  on, 
and  as  facts  and  the  guidance  of  experte 
induce  us  to  modify  our  system,  we  shall 
not  fail  to  do  so ;  but  we  indignantly  re- 
pudiate the  insinuation  that,  because  we 
attempt  constantly  to  make  improve- 
ments and  add  to  the  efficiency  of 
our  national  defence,  we  are  therefore 
admitting  that  we  all  this  time  have  been 
sitting  down  under  an  inadequate  system, 
and  that  most  serious  dangers  have  really 
beset  us  in  the  past,  though  we  professed 
the  greatest  security.  I  need  not  say 
that  I  am  not  dissatisfied  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency and  the  organisation  of  our  home 
land  defences ;  that  I  do  not  admit  that 
inefficiency  is  proved  by  the  fact  of  our 
having  attempted  to  develop,  expand, 
and  strengthen  our  system.  We  shall 
continue  so  to  develop  and  expand  it 
But  we  cannot  for  a  moment  accept  the 
suggestion  that  we  have  not  taken,  as 
our  predecessors  have  taken,  the  required 
security  against  the  possibility  of  a  suc- 
cessful invasion  by  any  hostile  Power, 
which  was  only  once  dreamed  of,  and 
idly  dreamed  of,  by  Napoleon  at  the  cul- 
mination of  his  career,  and  which  no 
foreign  Power  now  dreams  of  as  a  pos- 
sible contingency  for  an  enemy  of  Eng- 
land to  contemplate.  I  do  not  admit  the 
possibility  of  successful  invasion  on  the 
part  of  any  hostile  Power.  If  the 
noble  Earl  can  prove  it,  can  show  it,  and 
give  us  ground  for  believing  it,  let  him 
do  so  ;  but  if  he  cannot  do  so,  I  do  not 
think  that  he  serves  his  country  by  the 
constant  repetition  of  impossible  appre- 
hensions ana  unfounded  complaints. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  My 
Lords,  I  cannot  help  regretting  that  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Prime  Minister  has 
imported  so  much  heat  into  his  reply  to 
my  noble  friend  on  the  Cross  Benches.  I 
am  not  here  to  defend  the  motion  or  the 
questions  of  my  noble  friend.  He  is  im- 
bued with  a  perpetual  youth  and  a  per- 
petual vitality  which  put  his  questions 
beyond  the  reach  of  my  observation  or 
criticism.  But  I  confess  I  think  he  would 
have  been  better  advised  if  he  had  left 
out  the  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  anony- 
mous military  attach^,  who  I  trust  will 
always  remain  anonymous.  But  at  the 
same  time,  he  touched  upon  a  point  as  to 
which  the  Government  seem  to  be  quite 
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unaware— I  mean  with  regard  to  the 
anxiety  which  is  felt  in  the  country. 
That  anxiety  has  been  greatly  intensified 
by  the  speech  which  the  noble  Marquess 
delivered  to  the  Primrose  League,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  caused  a  much  greater 
impression  than  could  have  been  caused 
by  the  remarks  of  an  irresponsible  person. 
The  noble  Marquess  wishes  us  to  go 
borne  and  read,  it  in  its  entirety. 
I  do  not  think  I  should  sleep  to- 
night if  I  did;  at  any  rate,  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  that  course ;  but  what 
I  do  recollect  distinctly,  after  my  first, 
and  probably  my  second,  perusal  of  that 
speech,  was  the  extraordinarily  inadequate 
conclusion  up  to  which  these  depressing 
arguments  of  the  noble  Marquess  led. 
Wnat  he  said,  and  said  with  perfect 
truth,  was  that  though  the  attitudes  of 
the  Governments  on  the  Continent  were 
essentially  correct,  yet  they  Were  the 
dams  to  a  flood  of  public  opinion  hostile 
to  this  country  which  might  at  any 
moment  break  down  those  dams  and 
sweep  in  a  torrent — I  think  the  metaphor 
is  his  own— against  the  rocks  of  this 
island.  Now,  my  Lords,  after  all,  if  that 
be  the  condition  of  things — I  think  it 
may  have  ameliorated  since  then,  but  not 
altogether,  for  no  one  can  put  a  foot  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe  anywhere  with- 
out knowing  that  that  is  the  state  of 
things,  and  that  we  are  surrounded  with 
an  atmosphere  of  hatred  unprecedented, 
I  hope,  in  the  history  of  this  country — if 
that  be  the  condition  of  things,  the 
conclusion  of  the  noble  Marquess  was 
totally  inadequate.  It  is  not  enough 
to  tell  the  Primrose  League,  however 
numerous,  however  efficient,  and  how- 
ever intelligent  that  body  may  be, 
to  form  itself  spontaneously  into  rifle 
dubs  to  protect  our  liberties,  our  proper- 
ties, and  our  national  existence.  I  know 
it  has  been  said  on  high  authority  that 
we  are  only  hated  because  we  are  so 
strong — the  argument  apparently  being 
that  under  former  Governments  we  were 
feeble  and  beloved — but  that  now  because 
we  are  so  strong,  because  we  have  so 
vast  a  body  of  our  national  resources 
locked  up  7,000  miles  away,  and  because 
we  have  the  prospect  of  another  great 
body  of  our  national  resources  being 
locked  up  still  further  away — because  we 
are  now  so  strong  we  are  now  hated. 
Suppose  we  are  hated  and  not  so  strong  ! 
On  what  does  our  strength  rest  ?  What 
are  the  assurances  that  we  have  had  that 


we  are  so  strong  ?  The  noble  Marquess 
gives  us  his  assurance  on  that  point,  but 
he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that  that 
will  carry  no  conviction  to  my  mind 
whatever.  He  was  asked,  with  a  direct- 
ness which  was,  perhaps,  more  enthu- 
siastic than  discreet,  if,  as  Prime  Minister, 
responsible  for  our  national  safety,  he 
has  carefully  inquired  into  our  home  land 
defensive  means  and  organisation,  and  if 
he  has  satisfied  himself,  and  so  forth. 
Well,  that  is  a  question  which  I  can  well 
understand  the  noble  Marquess  not  de- 
siring to  answer  directly  and  by 
itself.  It  is  a  very  direct  and  a  per- 
tinent question,  but  what  was  the 
answer  of  the  noble  Marquess  1  It  was 
that,  so  far  as  the  matter  had  come  to  his 
notice,  he  was  of  opinion  that  our 
resources  were  adequate.  Now,  I  have 
the  greatest  respect  for  the  noble 
Marquess,  but  I  confess  that  that  gives 
me  no  feeling  of  security  whatever.  He 
says,  again,  that  we  rely  on  our  past 
history  to  give  us  a  sense  of  security. 
Unhappy  is  the  nation  that  relies  for  its 
security  on  its  past  history !  Then  the 
noble  Marquess  tells  us  he  relies  on  the 
opinion  of  experts.  If  he  will  give  us  the 
opinion  of  experts  we  will  rely  on  them 
too.  My  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  made  innumerable 
statements  in  this  House.  He  has  led  a 
most  laborious  life,  l>oth  inside  and  out- 
side this  House ;  and  I  for  one  am  the 
last  to  disparage  his  administration  of  the 
great  Department  over  which  he  presides 
or  the  success  which  has  attended  his 
efforts.  He  has  developed  schemes  for 
our  national  defence,  but  when  he  has 
been  developing  them  I  have  been  asking 
myself  the  question  which  I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess,  and  which  I  ask  your 
Lordships  now — where  are  the  experts  1 
The  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  cannot  be  an  expert ;  it  is 
part  of  our  extraordinary  policy  never  to 
put  an  expert  at  the  head  of  our  naval  or 
military  services ;  but  he  has  an  expert 
in  that  office,  the  Field  Marshal  Com- 
manding-in-Chief.  He  is  practised  in 
oratory,  he  is  fond  of  oratory.  I 
do  not  think  I  am  going  too  far  in  saying 
that,  but  on  no  one  occasion  has  it  been 
my  good  fortune  to  see  the  noble  Lord 
the  Commander-in-Chief  present  to  give 
the  weight  of  his  assurance  in  support  of 
the  schemes  suggested  by  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
I  must  say  this,  with  all  the  deference 
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that  I  feel  for  the  two  noble  Marquesses 
and  for  my  noble  friend  the  President  of 
the  Council  of  National  Defence,  who,  I 
fear,  is  no  exception  to  the  rule  to  which 
I  have  alluded — that  we  do  not  place 
experts  at  the  head  of  our  naval  and 
military  services — there  has  not  been 
one  single  sentence  from  the  noble 
Viscount  the  Commander-in-Chief  assuring 
us  that  we  were  amply  prepared  for  all 
contingencies  in  view  of  the  known  facts 
of  the  hostility  of  the  people  of  Europe, 
of  the  drain  on  our  Indian  resources,  of 
the  drain  on  our  home  resources,  and  the 
increasing  requirements  which  events  in 
the  Far  East  are  likely  to  place  on  those 
resources.  I  should  be  more  satisfied, 
my  Lords,  with  one  single  sentence  from 
the  noble  Viscount  than  with  a  thousand 
speeches  to  the  Primrose  League.  My 
Lords,  this  is  a  very  grave  matter.  We 
are  about  to  separate  for  a  prolonged 
recess.  It  will  be  the  good  fortune  of  your 
Lordships,  whatever  may  happen  in  the 
Long  Vacation,  to  reassemble  in  your  full 
numbers,  without  damage  to  life  or  limb 
from  any  political  occurrence,  when  Par- 
liament reassembles  next  year.  But  there 
are  probabilities,  possibilities,  I  know  not 
what  to  call  them,  of  which  I  know  that 
the  Prime  Minister  knows  nothing,  be- 
cause I  heard  him  say  so  last  night.  But 
there  are  possibilities  and  probabilities 
which  point  to  a  great  political  convulsion 
in  the  course  of  the  autumn,  and  which, 
of  course,  implies  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  adjourning  for  the  holidays  in 
August,  will  adjourn  not  to  meet  again. 
Is  it  too  much  to  ask  of  the  Government 
that  before  that  event  occurs*  we  should 
be  placed  in  possession  of  the  opinions  of 
those  experts  which  are  so  reassuring  to 
them  and  would  be  so  reassuring  to  us  ? 
I  would  not  limit  the  wish  to  what  my 
noble  friend,  in  his  racy  manner,  calls  the 
"  dry  bobs  "  of  military  defence.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  the  expert  opinion 
of  your  "  wet  bob  "  chiefs — I  do  not  mean 
Mr.  Goschen,  but  the  men  in  command  of 
our  fleets — the  Mediterranean  fleet,  for 
example — to  know  if  they  are  quite  satis- 
fied as  to  our  preparedness  for  the  dread- 
ful issue  of  battle.  God  grant  that  it  may 
not  occur,  but  the  facts  to  which  the  noble 
Marquess  has  called  our  attention,  and  to 
which  others  called  our  attention  even 
before  his  Primrose  League  speech,  are 
matters  of  public  notoriety.  Speeches, 
however  eloquent,  will  not  remove  or  get 
over  them ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  is 
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the  opinion  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
community  of  this  country  that  a  few  re- 
assuring words  founded  on  expert  know- 
ledge with  regard  to  our  preparedness  for 
the  eventualities  which  may  occur  either 
this  year  or  the  next  would  be  a  profound 
consolation. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdownk): 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
altogether  becoming  that  I  should  inter- 
vene in  this  discussion.  I  call  to  mind  an 
old  saying  which  is,  I  think,  of  classic 
origin — that  those  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  the  attention  of  Jupiter 
could  afford  to  disregard  altogether  the 
minor  divinities.  The  noble  Earl  has 
appealed  to  Jupiter,  and  has  had  his  reply. 
I  should  not  intervene  but  for  what  has 
been  said  bythe  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat  down.  The  noble  Earl  said  he  was 
not  contented  with  mere  assurances  from 
this  Front  Bench.  He  said,  "  Give  us 
some  facts."  Well,  my  Lords,  I  have  on 
j  more  than  one  occasion 


The   Earl  of  ROSEBERY: 
expert  opinion. 


I  said 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE:  I 
will  come  to  the  experts  in  a  moment 
We  were  asked,  in  the  first  place,  for  the 
facts.  I  believe  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion I  came  down  to  the  House  and  sub- 
mitted to  your  Lordships  statements  of 
facts  supplied  by  those  very  experts  whose 
opinion  the  noble  Earl  wishes  to  obtain. 
Let  me  enumerate  one  or  two  of  the 
facts  of  the  case.  We  have  at  this 
moment  in  South  Africa  the  largest 
military  force  this  country  has  ever 
put  into  the  field.  We  have  been  main- 
taining that  force  in  point  of  numbers 
and  equipment  for  some  months  past  I 
trust  that  hostilities  may  now  be  drawing 
to  a  close,  but  up  to  the  present  time  we 
have  been  steadily  pouring  into  South 
Africa  the  drafts  of  men  and  the  supplies 
of  horses  and  of  materials  required  to 
keep  that  great  army  in  the  field.  In 
spite  of  that,  it  is  a  fact  that  there  are  at 
this  moment  in  the  country  under  arms 
about  50,000  more  men  than  we  have 
barrack  accommodation  for  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  cite  that  to  your  Lordships 
as  some  evidence  that  the  country  is  not 
in  that  denuded  state  which  the  two 
noble  Earls  would  have  us  suppose.  Then 
y  we  have    raised    emergency  battalions. 
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The  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Rosebery) 
ww  not  in  the  House  the  other  night 
when  I  read  textually  the  opinion  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  upon  the  efficiency 
and  value    of    those  battalions.      Lord 
Wolseley  spoke  of  them — I  read  his  own 
words* — in  the   highest  possible  terms. 
Then  there  is  in  this  country  a  great  force 
of  embodied  Militia.     With  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  Militia,  I  quoted  to  your  Lord- 
ships not  the  opinion  of  War  Office  civilian 
officials,  but  the  opinion  of  an  expert,  of 
the  general  officer  whose  business  it  is 
to  inspect  the  embodied  Militia.     I  also 
referred  to  the    measures    which    have 
been  taken  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  Volunteer  force,  of  whom,  as  your 
Lordships  know,  a  very  large  number  are 
going  into  special  camps  for  special  in- 
struction altogether    different  from  that 
which  they  have  received  in    ordinary 
years.     Again,    with    regard    to    these 
Volunteer    battalions,    I    gave  to  your 
Lordships  the  verdict  of  the  military  ex- 
pert whose  business  it  is  to  inspect  these 
battalions  and   to  visit  one  camp  after 
another  during  the  training  season.     In 
addition  to  all  that,  we  have  for  some  time 
past  been  engaged  upon  the  task  of  re- 
arming our  defences.     We  are  increasing 
our  horse  and  field  artillery,  and  we  have 
made  considerable  progress  in  doing  so, 
and  we  have,  besides  that,  added  to  the 
permanent    strength    of    the    infantry. 
The  noble  Earl  is  not  satisfied  when  I 
come  to  your  Lordships  from  the  War 
Office  and  tell  you  what  I  learn  from  my 
military  advisers  there.     He  says,  "Why 
do  you  not  bring  down  your  Commander- 
in-Uhief  and  put  him  up  to  deliver  re- 
assuring   speeches    in    your    Lordships1 
House  1"    I  confess  there  is  a  view  of  that 
proposal  which  presents  itself  forcibly  to 
my  mind,  and  which,  I  suppose,  has  not 
occurred  to  the  noble  Earl.     I  think  if 
you  were  to  make  it  a  sine  qua  non  that 
the  military  officer  whom  you  put  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  of  this  country  is  to 
have  assigned  to  him  as  part  of  his  official 
duties  the  duty  of  coming  down  to  Par- 
liament and  making  speeches  in  defence 
of  Government  measures,  you  would  be 
very  apt  to  do  what  to  my  mind  would 
be  a  very  mistaken  thing  indeed — to  turn 
your  Commander-in-Chief  into  something 
like  a  political  partisan.     I  trust  I  shall 
not  live  to  see  that  practice  introduced 


*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  lxxxv.,  page  204. 


into  your  Lordships'  House.     The  noble 
Earl  who   spoke  first    read    us    a    long 
lecture   upon    the   danger  of  depending 
entirely  upon  the  protection  of  the  Fleet. 
I  do  not  think  any  one  of  my  colleagues 
has  ever  adopted  the  extreme  view  that  it 
is  possible  to  secure  the  safety  of  these 
islands  by  reliance  on  the  Fleet  alone. 
We  have,  on  the  contrary,  all  of  us,  in- 
variably admitted  that  it  was  necessary 
not  only  that  we  should  have  for  our  first 
line  of  defence  a  strong  and  thoroughly- 
equipped     Fleet,    but    also,    for    home 
defence,  a  sufficient  force  to  defend  these 
shores  from  the  attack  of  an  invader  at  a 
moment  when  a  large  part  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  Crown   might  be  engaged 
at   a   distance.     I    cannot    help    asking 
your  Lordships  whether  these  infructuous 
criticisms    really    carry    us   very  much 
further  towards  the  attainment  of  that 
degree  of  security  for  which   the    two 
noble  Earls  sigh  so  much.     When  I  have 
asked  the  noble  Earl  below  the  gangway 
(the  Earl  of  Rosebery)  what  he  had  to 
propose,  he  has  replied,  "  It  is  your  busi- 
ness to  tell  us.     It  is  not  my  business,  so 
long  as  I  am  out  of  office.11     But  I  do 
think  that  when  we  have  these  perpetual 
attempts  to  belittle  and  ridicule  every- 
thing which  is  done  by   Her  Majesty's 
Government  we  have  a  right  to  ask  the 
noble  Earl  that  he  should  at  least  give  us 
some  indication  as  to  the  defects  of  what 
we  ourselves  propose,  and  some  indication 
of  the  measures  which,  if  he  were  called 
to  power,  lie  himself  would  adopt.     On 
no  occasion  has  the  noble  Earl  ever  come 
to  that  point.     He  repeats  these  turgid 
sentences,  belittling  and  ridiculing  what 
we  have  done,  but  he  never  gives  us  the 
slightest  hint  or  indication  of  what  he 
would  do  in  a  position  of  equal  responsi- 
bility.    The  noble  Earl  does   not  very 
much     differ     in     his     practical     pro- 
posals from  the   noble  Earl  who  spoke 
first.       The  Earl   of  Wemyss  has  two 
practical     proposals     to     make.       One 
is,     "Give     me     the     Militia     ballot." 
I  have  shown  your  Lordships  again  and 
again  that  if  you  had  the  Militia  ballot 
to-morrow  it  would  not  give  you  that 
accession  of  strength  which   the    noble 
Earl  desires  to  obtain  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting    the    present    emergency.     The 
noble  Earl  knows  perfectly  well  that  it 
would  not  give  him  a  trained  man  by  the 
1st  November  next — that  magical  date 
which  he  has  insisted  upon  so  much  to- 
night.    The  other  remedy  of  the  noble 
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Earl  is  a  far  simpler  one.  He  proposes 
to  hang  somebody.  When  he  made  his 
last  speech  he  was  contented  with  hang- 
ing a  single  individual.  I  imagine  I  was 
the  destined  victim.  But  to-night  he 
proposes  to  hang  the  whole  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  State  who  have  held  office  at  the 
War  Office  since  the  Crimean  War. 

♦The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  No. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE :  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  place  myself  at  the 
disposal  of  the  noble  Earl  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  I  do  trust  that  when  he  next 
brings  this  subject  before  the  House  he 
will  at  least  have  some  practical  alterna- 
tive to  offer  in  place  of  the  measures 
which  we,  after  deliberation  and  careful 
consultation  with  our  expert  advisers, 
have  laid  before  Parliament  and  the 
country. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  shall 
say  very  little,  because  most  of  the  argu- 
ments which  can  be  used  have  been 
already  exhausted ;  but  I  should  think 
myself  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not 
express  the  opinions  which  I  hold  upon 
the  very  serious  matters  which  have  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  your  Lord- 
ships by  the  noble  Earl  the  Earl  of  Rose- 
bery.  The  noble  Marquess  who  has  just 
sat  down  twitted  my  noble  friend  with 
not  having  made  adequate  proposals  to,  I 
suppose,  increase  our  military  and  naval 
power.  He  says  he  criticises  and  finds 
fault  with  the  present  Government,  but 
he  does  not  give  a  hint  to  show  what 
might  have  been  done  better.  That  is  a 
very  old  gibe  against  the  Opposition, 
which  has  no  effect  whatever  on  my 
mind.  It  is  not  the  business  of  the 
Opposition  to  propose  measures.  It  is 
the  business  of  the  Government  of  the 
day  to  propose  measures  on  its  responsi- 
bility, and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, if  they  are  not  satisfied  with  those 
measures,  to  point  that  out,  and,  if  need 
be,  to  take  the  opinion  of  Parliament  and 
of  the  country  upon  them. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
Hear,  hear ! 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  I  am 
not  going  to  place  myself  in  a  position  of 
violent  antagonism  to  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site. I  recognise,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  times  are  extremely  critical.     The 

The  Mtrytess  of  Lansdoume. 


occurrences  in  various  parts  of  the  world  j 
are  such  as  may  perplex  the  wisest  states-  \ 
men,  and  although  I  by  no  means  approve  j 
and  commend  everything  which  noble  i 
Lords  opposite  have  done,  I  hope  I  have 
shown  some  consciousness  that  if  I  have 
any  power  at  all  I  should  not  use  it  to 
weaken  the  Government  in  the  conduct 
of  affairs  in  times  which  are  difficult  and 
even  dangerous  in  their  character.  I 
rather  regretted  the  very  strong  expres- 
sion in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess 
to  the  Primrose  League.  I  am  not  speak- 
ing now  from  an  opinion  formed  at  this 
moment,  but  I  rather  regretted  it  at  the 
time.  I  thought  the  views  he  enunciated 
as  to  the  hostility  which  existed  in  so 
many  countries  against  us  were  sound 
and  well  founded,  but  I  thought,  ft  he 
will  allow  me  to  say  so,  considering  the 
position  he  occupies — one  that  is  not  only 
very  important  as  Prime  Minister  of  the 
country,  but  even  still  more  important 
from  the  long  experience  he  has  had  of 
foreign  affairs — I  thought,  if  he  will  allow 
me  to  say  so,  that  he  somewhat  exceeded 
what  was  desirable  in  the  verv  strong 
opinion  that  he  expressed  on  tnat  occa- 
sion. Those  who  read  and  hear  platform 
speeches  are  very  apt  indeed  to  not 
thoroughly  comprehend  the  precise  mean- 
ing attached  to  them  by  men  experienced 
in  the  very  difficult  subject  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  I  think  that  when  they  read 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
greater  mass  of  them  did  not  appreciate 
— I  certainly  did  myself — the  distinction 
which  he  drew  with  regard  to  a  danger 
which  is  accumulating  and  which  mar 
have  very  considerable  effect  as  regards 
the  necessity  of  strong  military  and  naval 
defences  in  this  country  at  a  period  not 
yet  arrived.  I  do  not  think  the  ordinary 
public  would  discriminate,  as  no  doubt 
they  ought  to  have  discriminated,  between 
that  and  the  expression  of  opinion,  as 
they  read  it,  that  they  were  surrounded 
by  a  danger  of  an  immediate  and 
dangerous  imminency.  I  thought  the 
expression  of  that  was  somewhat  unfor- 
tunate. I  have  myself  always  thought  it 
was  a  very  satisfactory  thing  that,  so  far, 
notwithstanding  this  hostile  feeling,  the 
Governments  of  the  various  countries 
have  shown  no  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
us.  I  have  always  felt  that  that  was 
a  phenomenon  which  might  make  us 
seriously  reflect  that  possibly,  certainly 
not  in  my  remembrance,  never  was  there 
so  unfriendly  a  feeling  all  over  Europe 
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towards  this  country  as  there  is  now — 
»  feeling  the  real  foundation  for  which  I 
have  never  been  able  to  understand,  but 
which  makes  it  the  more  dangerous  in  my 
▼iew,  because  an  unreasoning  hostility  is 
just  the  one  which  is  the  most  difficult 
to  meet  But  I  think  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Kosebery  was  justified  in  what 
lie  said  as  regards  the  desirability  of 
knowing  what  the  expert  opinion  is; 
bat  I  agree  with  the  noble  Marquess 
tiie  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and 
differ  from  my  noble  friend,  upon  the 
point  of  whether  we  ought  to  have  the 
Commander-in-Chief  appearing  in  this 
House  and  undertaking  duties  which,  in 
my  opinion,  can  only  be  discharged  by  a 
responsible  Minister.  I  should  myself, 
like  my  noble  friend,  attach  the  highest 
importance,  no  doubt,  to  a  speech  made 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  but  our  Par- 
liamentary system  is  such  that  if  you 
were  to  bring  experts  down  to  this  House, 
and  -they  were  to  usurp  the  position  of 
the  Minister,  you  would  sap  the  very 
foundations  upon  which  our  whole 
political  arrangements  are  based.  If  the 
Commander-in-Chief  comes  here  and 
makes  his  statement,  the  First  Naval  Lord 
must  come  here  and  make  his  statement. 
I  think  it  would  be  impossible  for  any 
Minister  to  undertake  the  conduct  of 
either  the  Military  or  the  Naval  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  if  the  experts  were  to 
be  set  up  as  the  great  authorities  in 
Parliament.  But  whilst  I  say  that,  I 
limit  it  entirely  to  the  point  of  the  expert 
appearing  here  or  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  I  do  think  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  carefully  give  us,  on  their 
own  responsibility,  the  authentic  state- 
ments they  have  received  from  their  experts, 
so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  public  service 
permit  of  the  public  expression  of  such 
opinions.  That  course  would  not  tend  to 
weaken  the  Government.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  would  tend  to  strengthen  the 
Government  by  strengthening  the  public 
confidence  in  the  statement  made  by  the 
Government,  and  the  public  would  under 
stand  that,  when  the  statement  of  a 
Minister  was  not  accompanied  by  the 
expert's  opinion,  circumstances  rendered 
it  necessary  that  that  opinion  should  not 
be  published.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
laying  of  the  experts'  opinions  before 
Parliament  would  have  the  effect  of 
calming  the  public  mind.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a  feeling  of  uneasiness 
in  the  public  mind ;  and  no  one  can  deny 


that  there  is  cause  tor  it.  Look  around 
upon  the  position  of  affairs.  We  have  the 
flower  of  the  British  Army  locked  up  in 
South  Africa  in  a  war  that  may  drag  on 
for  some  time,  and  upon  the  top  of  that 
great  undertaking  we  have  a  state  of 
affairs  in  China  which  seems  to  puzzle 
the  wisest  statesmanship  of  Europe  and 
America.  I  do  not  think  anyone  would 
venture  to  foretell  what  will  take 
place  in  China.  It  may  be  that  the 
revolutionary  movement  will  subside,  and 
that  we  may  obtain  satisfaction  from  the 
Chinese  Government  for  the  terrible 
atrocities  we  have  only  too  much  reason 
to  fear  have  been  committed.  It  may  be, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  portions  of  that 
enormous  country  may  fall  into  a  state 
of  disorganisation  and  disturbance  which 
may,  in  the  first  place,  endanger  the  life 
of  every  European  and  American  who 
has  the  ill-fortune  to  be  in  that  country, 
which  may,  in  the  second  place,  destroy 
the  trade  carried  on  with  that  country, 
and,  in  the  third  place,  place  the  European 
and  American  Powers  in  a  position  of 
extreme  difficulty ;  for  if  they  have  to 
destroy  the  Government  of  China  they 
will  have  to  substitute  another  in  its 
place,  and  can  you  conceive  a  duty  more 
difficult  that  could  be  laid  on  what  is 
called  the  European  Concert,  or  more 
likely  to  lead  to  mo3t  serious  results  1 
As  my  noble  friend  has  said,  we  are 
about  to  separate  for  probably  a  consider- 
able time,  and  we  must  earnestly  hope 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
devote  themselves  to  seeing  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  experts  whom  they  con- 
sult and  trust,  everything  is  being  done 
that  can  properly  be  expected  to  be  done 
to  place  this  country  in  a  position  of 
thorough  safety,  and  to  induce  a  feeling 
of  public  contentment. 

POST    OFFICE    SITES    BILL. 
[Second   Reading.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(The  Marquess  of  Londonderry)  :  My 
Lords,  this  Bill  is,  in  principle,  the  same 
as  those  which  have  been  submitted  for 
the  past  twenty  years,  and  which  have 
always  passed  through  your  Lordships' 
House  without  opposition.  Under  this 
Bill,  which  has  been  considered  in  the 
House  of  Commons  both  by  the  Select 
Committee  and    by    Committee   of  the 
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whole  House,  the  Post  Office  obtain 
powers  to  clear  sites  in  London,  Bristol, 
Ilford,  Sheffield,  and  Southampton.  The 
Postmaster  General  is  empowered  to 
erect  buildings  on  the  lands  taken,  but 
all  persons  interested  will  be  entitled  to 
compensation  under  the  Lands  Clauses 
Act.  I  may  say,  to  remove  some  appre- 
hension which  has  been  felt,  that  there 
will  be  no  alteration  made  in  Post 
Office  Court,  between  Lombard  Street 
and  King  William  Street.  Certain 
provisions  have  been  inserted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  sewers  and  streets  in  London, 
and  Mr.  Hanbury  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  these  provisions  would  be 
extended  so  as  to  apply  to  all  the  local 
authorities  in  the  districts  where  situs 
will  be  acquired.  Up  to  now  it  invari- 
ably has  been  the  custom  that  not  more 
than  ten  houses  shall  be  taken  compul- 
sorily.  In  Bristol  there  is  a  larger 
number  of  houses  intended  to  be  taken, 
but  Mr.  Hanbury  has  undertaken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  rehousing  of  any  of  the 
labouring     classes     who     may     be    dis- 


Moved,  «'That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time." — {The  Marquess  of  Londonderry.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bill  read 
2rt  accordingly,  and  committed  for  Mon- 
day next. 

AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1  : — 

♦Earl  GREY  said  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  he  rose  to  move  was  to 
restore  a  proviso  which  was  deliberately 
inserted,  after  full  consideration  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  in  the  Act  of  1883, 
and  which  made  it  compulsory  upon 
every  valuer  and  referee  appointed  under 
that  Act  to  have  regard,  in  making  the 
valuation  of  any  agricultural  improve- 
ment, to  what  was  justly  due  to  the 
inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil.  He 
understood  that  there  was  no  difference 
whatever  between  the  Parliament  of 
1883  and  the  Government  which  was 
responsible  for  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill  so  far  as  the  point  of  principle  was 
concerned.  He  did  not  understand  that 
any  member  of  the  Government  denied 
that  a  valuer  ought  to  take  into  account 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 


what  was  justly  due  to  the  inherent 
capabilities  of  the  soil.  While  in  1883 
it  was  held  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  as 
a  precaution  against  possible  confiscation 
and  injustice,  that  every  valuer  should 
have  regard  to  the  inherent  capabilities 
of  the  soil,  and  that  he  should  be  in- 
structed by  statute  to  have  such  regard, 
the  Government  now  proposed  that  no 
statutory  instructions  should  be  given  to 
the  valuers,  as  they  believed  that  every 
valuer  would  naturally  have  regard  to 
what  was  justly  due  to  the  inherent 
capabilities  of  the  soil  That  was  a  very 
unsatisfactory  position  to  be  in.  He 
understood  the  proviso  was  dropped  ovt 
of  the  present  Bill  on  the  recommendatioQ 
of  the  Royal  Commission  of  1887,  who 
thought  it  was  obnoxious  to  many  and  un- 
necessary, and  that  referees,  in  estimating 
the  tenant's  interest  in  the  value  of  an  im- 
provement, would  take  into  consideration 
the  character  of  the  soil,  its  natural 
fertility  and  capabilities,  without  any 
instruction  by  statute.  Every  fair 
valuer  would  do  so,  but  legislation  was 
introduced  not  to  guide  the  conduct  of 
fair  men,  but  to  make  unfair  men  carry 
out  their  duty.  He  was  apprehensive 
that  there  were  valuers  who  would  not 
act  in  the  way  suggested.  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  speaking  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  repudiated  the 
possibility  of  valuers  considering  the 
effect  of  agricultural  operations  without 
considering  the  capacity  of  the  soil  But 
if  it  was  right  for  a  valuer  to  have  regard 
to  the  inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil, 
why  was  that  not  stated  honestly  and 
straightforwardly  in  the  Bill,  so  that 
all  the  world  could  understand  it !  How 
was  it  likely  the  valuers  would  construe 
their  duties  ?  They  were  hard-working, 
absolutely  fearless  and  honest  men,  who 
would  go  to  the  statute,  and  the  statute 
only,  for  their  instructions.  They  would 
see  that  they  were  required  to  determine 
that  as  compensation  such  a  sum  should 
be  given  as  fairly  represented  the  value 
of  the  improvement  to  the  incoming 
tenant.  If  his  sense  of  justice  suggested 
to  a  valuer  that  some  deduction  should 
be  made  in  respect  of  the  inherent  capa- 
bilities of  the  soil,  he  would  compare  the 
Act  of  1883  with  that  of  1900,  and  he 
would  see  that  Parliament  had  thought  it 
right  to  eliminate  the  instruction  as  to 
taking  the  inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil 
into  account  from  the  latter  Act.  The 
valuer  would  conclude  that,  however  much 
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k  wished  to,  he  was  not  entitled  by  his 
fetutory  instructions  to  have  any 
Ngttrd  for  the  inherent  capabilities  of 
ke  BoiL  This  would  injuriously  affect 
he  .interests  of  landowners,  and  would 
\  crave  injustice.  In  Northumber- 
tnere  was  an  experimental  farm 
by  the  county  council,  which 
lie  great  advantage  of  being  directed 
supervised  by  Professor  Somerville. 
result  of  the  scientific  teaching  of 
experimental  farm  showed  that  the 
jlj^ication  of  half  a  ton  of  basic  slag, 
rnich  had  cost  the  occupier  22s.  per  acre 
n  the  first  three  years,  had  given  a  live- 
raght  increase  per  acre  in  the  three  years 
if  321  lb.  of  mutton,  which,  valued  at  3fd. 
per  lb.,  was  equivalent  to  an  increase  in 
nine  of  £5.  This  was  obtained  at  a  total 
BOit  of  22s.  If  the  valuer  in  this  case 
(fid  not  consider  himself  obliged  to  have 
regard  to  the  inherent  capabilities  of  the 
MU,  injustice  and  confiscation  would 
be  the  result.  Did  they  not  suppose 
that  the  newspapers  which  represented 
the  views  of  the  extreme  advocates  of 
tenant  right  would  point  out  that  this 
proviso  had  been  deliberately  struck  out 
by  Parliament  in  order  that  the  tenant 
might  get  the  full  value  of  the  improve- 
ments without  any  deduction  being 
made  ?  There  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear 
Mi  the  valuers  not  to  have  regard  to  the 
inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil.  Not  one 
Minister  had  expressed  himself  in  favour 
rf  the  policy  that  the  valuer  should. not 
bave  regard  to  the  inherent  capabilities  of 
the  soil.  Why,  therefore,  eliminate  this 
provision  which  was  in  the  Act  of  1883  ? 
\i  it  tended  to  preclude  valuers  from 
baking  into  consideration  the  inherent 
capabilities  of  the  soil,  Parliament  would 
be  making  itself  responsible  for  a  policy 
of  confiscation  and  injustice,  and  would 
be  putting  upon  the  Statute-book  a  germ 
of  great  future  trouble. 

Moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  add  the  following 
proviso: — 'Provided  always,  that  in  esti- 
mating the  value  of  any  improvement  in 
Schedule  I.,  there  shall  not  he  taken  into 
iceoant,  as  part  of  the  improvement  made  by 
»he  tenant,  what  is  justly  due  to  the  inherent 
inabilities  of  the  soil.' " — (Earl  Grey.) 

Viscount  CROSS :  My  Lords,  I  think 
t  is  necessary  that  your  Lordships  should 
know  how  these  words  were  omitted 
nrhen  the  Bill  was  drawn.     This  matter 
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has  been  under  the  consideration  of  a 
great  number  of  official  bodies  for  some 
time  past.  The  Central  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  as  long  ago  as  1894,  passed  a 
resolution  recommending  the  omission  of 
this  particular  proviso  from  any  Bill  that 
was  Drought  forward  in  the  future.  Then 
came  the  Royal  Commission,  which  re- 
ported in  1898.  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed very  fully  before  them,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  evidence  was  taken, 
and  they  came  to  the  unanimous  con- 
clusion that  the  proviso  ought  to  be 
struck  out.  Although  the  Commission 
was  formed  of  men  of  both  parties,  upon 
this  particular  question  they  were  abso- 
lutely unanimous  in  their  recommenda- 
tion, and  the  proviso  was  struck  out  at 
the  desire  not  only  of  the  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  but,  I  believe,  of 
most  of  the  chambers  of  agriculture 
throughout  the  country,  backed  up  by 
the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  Of  course,  your 
Lordships'  action  must  be  independent  of 
what  took  place  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  it  is  worth  while  calling  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  when  this  matter 
was  discussed  in  the  other  House  the 
majority  in  favour  of  leaving  out  the 
proviso,  both  in  the  Standing  Uommittee 
and  in  the  House  itself,  was  of  consider- 
able dimensions.  I  do  not  think  this- 
ought  to  be  argued  as  if  the  Bill  in  its 
present  form  would  really  take  away  from 
the  landlord  anything  that  he  possesses. 
or  would  be  likely  to  get  under  a  valua- 
tion, for  Clause  1  of  the  Bill  clearly  states, 
that— 

"  Where  a  tenant  has  made  on  his  holding 
any  improvement  compiised  in  the  First 
Schedule  to  this  Act  he  shall,  subject  as  in  the* 
Agricultural  Holdings  (England)  Act,  1883  (in 
this  Act  referred  to  as  the  principal  Act)  and 
in  this  Act  mentioned,  he  entitled,  at  the  de- 
termination of  a  tenancy,  on  quitting  his- 
holding  to  obtain  from  the  landlord  as  com- 
pensation under  the  said  Acts  for  the  im- 
provement such  sum  as  fairly  represents  the 
value  of  the  improvement  to  an  incoming: 
tenant." 

I  do  not  suppose  anyone  would  say  that 
the  inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil  con- 
stituted an  improvement  made  by  the  out- 
going tenant.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
words  were  inserted  in  the  present  Act  my 
but  if  they  are  inoperative  they  are  sur- 
plusage, and  everything  that  is  surplusage 
is  bad.  The  "inherent  capabilities  of  the 
soil "  may  mean  anything  or  nothing. 
The  proviso  is  spoken  of  in  the  evidence^ 
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given  before  the  Royal  Commission  as 
one  which  nobody  could  understand.  I 
do  not  say  it  is  so  myself,  because  I 
thoroughly  understand  what  it  means ; 
but  evidence  was  given  as  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  interpreting  the  words  "  inherent 
capabilities  of  the  soil."  I  leave  it,  of 
course,  to  your  Lordships  to  decide 
whether  the  proviso  should  be  inserted 
or  not.  There  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  altering  the 
law  with  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
words  I  have  read  seem  to  be  absolutely 
conclusive. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  My 
Lords,  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble 
Yiscount  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
merely  consider  these  words  as  surplus- 
age, and  that  that  is  the  reason  why  it  is 
proposed  to  omit  them  from  the  Bill.  But 
let  me  put  the  matter  the  other  way. 
Admitting  that  these  words  are  surplus- 
age, why  not  leave  them  where  they  are  1 
On  the  other  ha  id,  if  they  are  any  more 
than  surplusage,  and  if  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  right  in  his 
opinion,  then  the  difference  which  will  be 
made  in  the  law  will  be  a  very  serious 
one  indeed.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who 
wrote  the  text-book  that  has  been  referred  \ 
to,  or  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Long,  is  really  of  j 
no  importance  whatever.  What  is  of  j 
importance  is  the  opinion  of  the  arbitrators 
who  are  to  interpret  this  Act.  They  will 
be  guided  by  this  first  section,  which  is 
drawn  in  the  widest  possible  terms,  pro- 
viding that  the  value  of  the  improvement 
is  "  the  value  of  the  improvement  to  the 
incoming  tenant."  There  could  be 
nothirg  wider  than  that,  and  there  is  no 
limitation.  When  they  look  back  to  the 
present  law  they  will  find  that  there  was 
a  limitation,  and  that  limitation  Parlia- 
ment has  struck  out.  They  will  say  to 
themselves,  "  Surely  Parliament  was  not 
so  foolish  as  to  strike  out  this  limitation  if 
that  striking  out  was  to  have  no  meaning 
whatever."  I  should  like  in  one  sentence 
just  to  explain  to  your  Lordships  clearly 
what  they  would  be  doing  if  they  were 
to  adjudge  what  was  due  to  the  tenant 
having  regard  to  the  "inherent  capa- 
bilities of  the  soil."  It  has  been  said  that 
when  a  man  hires  a  farm  he  hires  the 
farm  with  the  inherent  capabilities  of  the 
3oil.  Perfectly  true ;  but  for  how  long 
does  he  hire  it  ?  For  the  time  during 
which   he  is  to  hold  it  •  and  when  his 
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tenancy  of  the  land  ceases,  his  tenai 
the  "  inherent  capabilities  of  the 
ceases.  But  what  the  valuer  ' 
do  would  be  this :  the  tenant  h 
enjoyed  during  the  whole  of  his  te 
all  that  was  due  to  the  inherent  capal 
of  the  soil,  the  valuer  by  his  de 
would  adjudge  him  what  proceeded 
the  inherent  capabilities  of  the  so 
say — as  in  the  case  just  mentioned 
years  after  the  tenancy  ceased,  a 
during  which  the  tenant  has  no  ri 
the  soil,  and  therefore  no  right  to  b 
for  anything  that  accrues  from  i 
this  way  a  great  injustice  would  b< 
against  the  owner  of  the  soil  a 
favour  of  the  tenant.  I  very  sti 
hope  that  your  Lordships  will  retai 
words  which  are  at  present  in  the  I 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  1 

!  be  pardoned,  perhaps,  for  saying  a 
on  this  question,  because  it  happen 
I  was  in  office  at  the  time  the  a 
Act  was  passed.  I  have  not  had  t 
go  into  the  matter,  but  I  believe 
right  in  saying  that  in  our  o 
Bill    these   words   do  not   occur; 

|  were   introduced  by  an  Amendm< 

I  the  House  of  Commons. 

i 

Viscount  CROSS :  That  is  so. 

|     The    Earl    of     KIMBERLE 

I  remember  the  discussion  perfectly 

!  and  I  paid  a  great  deal  of  attention 

[  I  suppose  I  am  duller  of  apprer 

i  thrfn  other  people,   but  for  the  life 

j  I  cannot,  and    never  could,    und« 

what  the  effect  of  these  words  coi 

j  or  what  possible  object   they  could 

I  have  always  thought  that  they  ai 

surplusage.     They  were   assented 

!  order  to  avert  possible  opposition 

j  Bill  which  might  have  been  dan 

but  in  the  opmion — I   know — of 

I  with  whom  I  acted,  the  words  wer 

i  value  whatever ;  and  my  opinion 

I  the  sooner  they  go  out  of  the  S 

j  book  the  better.     There  is  only  c 

i  to  which  they  can  possibly  be  plac 

i  I  do  not  see  that  that  would  benefi 

j  the   landlord  or  the   tenant — tba 

unwary  person  may  go  to  law  in  c 

,  find  out  what  they  mean.     I  cam 

I  ceive  a  prettier  wrangle  than  won 

in  such  a  case,  but  I  pity  the  m 

has  to  pay  the  costs.    Speaking  n 

as  a  landlord,  but  as  one  keen] 

ested  in  the  welfare  of  both  land] 
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tenant,   I    heartily    concur  in  the  view 
that  these  words  should  not  be  retained. 

The  Dues  of  NORTHUMBER- 
LAND :  I  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  that  the  important 
point  is,  not  whether  these  words  are 
■orplusage,  or  whether  they  are  necessary, 
or,  indeed,  whether  they  are  intelligible. 
Thev  appear  to  be  perfectly  intelligible 
to  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  they  are  not 
intelligible  to  the  valuers.  The  argument 
the  noble  Earl  has  just  used  might  be 
perfectly  sound  if  the  words  had  not  been 
in  the  original  Act;  but  it  is  a  very 
different  thing  when  you  take  words  like 
these  out  of  the  Act  and  leave  the 
valuers  to  draw  their  own  inferences  from 
the  omission.  I  am  not  here  to  contest 
what  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  has  said 
with  regard  to  the  interpretation  of 
Clause  1.  I  dare  say  Clause  1,  as  it 
■fends,  in  effect  does  embody  all 
that  these  words  include,  but  I  am  not 
so  certain  that  the  valuers,  who  have 
understood  this  Act,  who  have  so  far  had 
no  difficulty  in  administering  the  Act, 
will  be  as  clear  in  drawing  inferences  as 
the  noble  Lord's  Ions  experience  enables 
him  to  be.  I  hope  the  words  will  be  re- 
inserted, in  order  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubt  as  to  what  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment is. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
think  the  noble  Viscount  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  made  it  quite  clear  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  leave  it 
to  the  Committee  to  decide  whether 
these  words  should  remain  or  not.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  very  much  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  view  taken  by  the  noble  Earl 
opposite,  and  although  I  quite  admit 
that  a  great  number  of  your  Lordships 
are  very  well  acquainted  with  these  sub- 
jects and  very  competent  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  them,  still,  I  am  not  alto- 


gether inclined  to  ignore  the  authority  of 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Royal  dom- 
mission  as  well  as  that  of  the  experts  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  It  is  stated 
in  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
that  these  words  are  unnecessary,  and 
that  they  have  given  rise  to  missoncep- 
tion  and  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  friends  of  the  tenants ;  and  I 
think  it  is  probable  that  the  Act 
would  be  improved  if  the  words  were 
omitted.  However,  as  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  mistake  what  is  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  upon  this  subject  of  the 
Committee  as  at  present  constituted,  I 
scarcely  think  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble  of 
dividing,"  as  opinion  appears  to  be  so 
entirely  in  the  opposite  direction.  Per- 
sonally, as  I  have  said,  I  should  prefer 
that  the  words  should  have  gone  out, 
because  I  believe  that  it  is  important  in 
the  interests  not  only  of  the  tenant,  but 
of  the  landlord,  that  the  tenant  should 
not  only  possess,  but  know  and  feel  con- 
fident that  he  possesses,  full  security  for 
compensation  for  any  outlay  which  he 
may  embark  upon  in  the  performance  of 
what  are  real  improvements;  and  the 
insertion  in  the  Act  of  any  words  which 
he  cannot  understand  and  nobody  can 
explain  to  him  is  calculated  to  impair  that 
confidence,  and,  therefore,  to  make  him 
less  willing  to  undertake  improvements, 
and  less  anxious  to  do  the  best  by  the 
land  either  in  his  own  interest  or  that  of 
the  landlord.  For  these  reasons  I  regret 
that  the  Committee  should  take  a  view 
opposed  to  that  of  the  Royal  Commission 
and  the  experts  of  the  Board,  but,  as  it 
is  clear  that  the  great  majority  of  your 
Lordships  do  not  share  in  that  regret,  the 
Government*  at  any  rate,  do  not  propose 
to  divide  upon  the  question. 

On  Question,  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted,"  their  Lordships  divided  : 
— Contents,  50 ;  Not-Contents,  5. 


Halsburv,  E.  (L.  Chancellor.) 
Defonshire,  D.  (L.  President.) 
Cross,  V.     {L.  Privy  Seal. ) 

Argyll,  D. 
Northumberland,  D. 

Bath,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 

Camperdown,  E.    [Teller.] 
Clarendon,  £. 
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Dartrey,  E. 
Denbigh,  E. 
Feversham,  E. 
Grey,  E.     [Teller.] 
Harewood,  E. 
Ilchester,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Onslow,  E. 
Powis,  E. 
Waldegrave,  E. 
Yarborough,  E. 


Falkland,  V. 

Falmouth,  V. 

Frankfort  de  Montmorency,  V. 

Portman,  V. 

Balfour,  L. 
Belper,  L. 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  L. 
Calthorpe,  L. 
Churchill,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
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Cottesloe,  L. 
Dev  Mauley,  L. 
De  Ramsey,  L. 
Fermanagh,  L. 
GleneA,  L. 
Harlech,  L. 
Harris,  L. 
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Kimberley,  E. 
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Heneage,  L. 

Kinoear,  L. 

Lawrence,  L. 

Manners  of  Haddon,  L.     (M. 

Oranby.) 
Penrhyn.  L. 
I  Raglan,  L. 
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Rowton,  L. 

Sherborne,  L. 

Sudley,  L.    {E.  Arran) 

Ventry,  L. 

Wemyss,  L.     {E.  Wemytt.) 

Wenlock,  L. 

Windsor,  L. 


Cranworth,  L. 
Ribblesdale,  L.    [Teller.] 


Viscount  CROSS :  The  Amendment 
I  now  move  is  submitted  in  pursuance  of 
an  undertaking  given  by  Mr.  Long  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  introduce  words 
which  should  prevent  the  possibility  of 
an  unreasonable  and  excessive  quantity 
of  manure  being  required  to  be  returned 
to  the  holding  in  respect  of  crops  allowed 
to  be  sold  off  during  the  concluding  years 
of  the  tenancy.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  clause,  which  is  admittedly  required 
in  favour  of  the  landlord,  might  be  utilised 
in  that  way,  and  it  was  considered  proper 
to  provide  this  safeguard. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  27,  after  '  endured '  insert 
'  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  manure  which 
would  have  been  produced  by  the  consumption 
on  the  holding  of  the  crops  so  sold  off  or 
removed.'  "—{The  Lord  Privy  Seal.) 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
this  was  a  very  peculiar  Amendment,  and 
its  meaning  was  not  very  clear  at  first 
sight.  Sub-section  4  as  it  stood  provided 
that— 

"  In  the  ascertainment  of  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  payable  to  a  tenant  in  respect  of  | 
manures  as  denned  by  this  Act,  there  shall  lie  i 
taken  into  account  the  value  of  the  manure  [ 
required    by  the  contract  of  tenancy   or  by  | 
custom  to  l>e  returned  to  the  holding  in  respect 
of  any  crops  sold  off  or  removed  from  the  hold-  ! 
ing  within  the  last  two  years  of  the  tenancy  or  j 
other  less  time  for  which  the  tenancy  has 
endured." 

That  was  a  very  ordinary  contract  in  the  t 
case  of  any  farm  near  a  town,  and,  apart  J 
from  contract,  was  an  arrangement  im- 1 
posed  by  custom.     But  if  the  words  pro- 
posed by  this  Amendment  were  inserted  ' 
it  would  be  necessary  to  enter  into  two  : 
calculations — (1)  how  much  crop  had  been 
sold   off  the   land,    and   (2)   how    much  ; 
manure  that  crop  would  have  produced ; ' 
and,  if  that  amount  of  manure  exceeded  • 
by  one  cow-pat  the  proper  amount,  the 
difference  was  to  be  taken  into  account 
in   calculating   the  compensation.      This 
interference  with  the  arrangement  eewne 


to  under  contract  or  existing  by  custom 
was  quite  unreasonable;  it  would  be 
much  better  to  cut  out  all  reference  to 
custom  and  contract  altogether  than  to 
limit  it  in  this  absurd  way. 

On  Question,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted,"  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  :— 

Drafting  Amendments  made. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  aid 
that  the  object  of  the  new  sub-section  be 
rose  to  move  was  very  simple — namely, 
that  the  present  practice  with  regard  to 
notices  of  claim  should  be  continued.   It 
might  be  asked  how  it  was  that  the  pro- 
visions he  now  proposed,  which  were  in 
the  original  Act,  had  come  to  be  dropped 
out.     It  happened  that  the  Bill  omitted 
Sections  6  to  16  of  the  principal  Act, 
and  these  provisions  were  contained  in  one 
of  the  sub-sections  omitted.     As  the  Bill 
stood,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the 
tenant  to  give  any  details  of  any  kind  in 
making  his  claim,  or  for  the  landlord  to 
give    particulars    of  the  deductions  be 
claimed   under  Sub-section  3.      It   wis 
surely  for  the  general  convenience  that 
the  old  practice  should  continue  of  re- 
quiring detailed  particulars  to  be  given. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line 40,  after  *  claim'  to  iasert 
a  new  subsection  :  '  Every  claim  and  written 
notice  under  this  section  shall  state,  as  far  ** 
reasonably  may  be,  the  particulars  and  amount 
of  the  intended  claim.'  "—  {The  Earl  of 
Camperdown.) 

• 
Viscount  CROSS  explained  that  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission was  that  notices  of  claim  should 
be  done  away  with,  it  having  been  found 
that  they  were  inconvenient,  and  led  to 
trouble  and  expense.  The  noble  Earl 
\tttti  mt  be  afraid  of  particulars  not  being 
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,  because,  under  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
rone  unreasonably  refused  to  give 
Hilars  he  would  be  subject  to  costs 
5  discretion  of  the  valuer. 

lendment  negatived. 

luse,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

.uses  3,  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 

uise  6  : — 

e  Duke  of  NORTHUMBER- 
D,  in  moving  the  rejection  of  this 
3,  said  he  would  find  it  easier  to  give 
ns  for  its  rejection  if  ho  had  heard 
reasons  for  its  being  in  the  Bill  at 
This     legislation,    their    Lordships 

aware,  was  an  interference  with 
3m  of  conduct ;  that  was  the  avowed 
b;  but  in  addition  to  that  it  was 
jiving  the  tenant  by  a  sidewind  a 
amount  of  fixity  of  tenure.  As  the 
xxxl,  landlords  were  necessarily  very 
his  of  doing  anything  which  would 
e  the  tenant  to  leave  his  holding, 
se  of  the  trouble  and  expense  in- 
d  ;  but  why  should  the  Legislature 
ray  with  any  protection  which  the 
>rd  now  had  against  any  act  of  the 
t  which  might  be  detrimental  to  the 
ig,  without  taking  the  extreme 
ire  of  determining  the  tenancy  1  It 
ery  questionable  whether  penal  rents 
really  legal.     The  law  as  it  stood 

ample  protection  to  the  tenant 
st  anything  unfair  in  the  way  of 
rents.  Why  should  there  be  a  still 
3r  limitation  of  the  right  of  the  land- 
to  prevent  improper  cropping  or 
bad  treatment  of  his  land,  when  the 
Iready  went  far  enough  in  restricting 
ndlord's  enjoyment  of  his  property  ? 

it  was  provided  that  this  section 
i  not  apply  to  any  covenant  or  con- 
i  against  breaking  up  permanent 
re  and  other  matters,  but  there  were 

matters  besides  those  enumerated 
it  proviso  which  were  properly  the 
3t  of  penalties  in  case  the  tenant 
pressed  the  terms  of  his  lease. 

lendment  proposed — 

>  leave  out  Clause  6."— {The  Duke  of 
umberland.) 

JCOUNT  CROSS  said  that  in  a 
A  number  of  cases  provisions  were 
«d  in  the  lease  requiring  the  pay- 
of  penalties  or  liquidated  damages 


for  acts  which  were  not  all  likely  to  result 
in  an  equivalent  amount  of  loss  to  the 
landlord.  These  penal  clauses  were 
certainly  not  looked  upon  with  favour  by 
the  courts,  and  there  was  often  great 
difficulty  in  enforcing  them.  It  was  con- 
sidered that  a  better  feeling  would  be 
brought  about  between  landlord  and 
tenant  if  these  penal  clauses  were  done 
away  with,  except  in  those  very  special 
cases  where  the  injury  to  the  landlord 
might  be  a  very  serious  matter. 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBERLAND 
pointed  out  that  at  present  the  landlord 
had  a  legal  and  an  equitable  remedy ;  he 
might  take  his  complaint  against  the 
tenant  before  a  court  of  law  or  before  an 
arbitrator.  If  it  were  true  that  the 
courts  "did  not  look  with  favour"  on 
these  clauses,  there  was  still  less  reason 
for  depriving  the  landlord  of  his  legal 
rights. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
expressed  the  opinion  that  these  penal 
clauses  were  extremely  disadvantageous 
in  a  lease,  and,  in  his  experience  (not 
now  a  very  short  one),  they  were  very 
rarely  enforced.  He  believed  the  chief 
result  of  piling  up  clauses  providing  large 
daWges  for  the  landlord  was  only  to 
produce  irritation  and  ill-feeling,  and  in 
estates  under  enlightened  management 
they  were  now  being  generally  dropped. 
With  the  power  of  making  a  counter- 
claim provided  for  in  this  Bill,  the  land- 
lord had  ample  opportunity  of  protecting 
himself.  This  clause  would  only  put  into 
general  application  the  practice  which 
was  already  adopted  in  the  great  majority 
of  instances. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clauses  6,  7,  8,  and  9  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  :— 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
moved  the  insertion  of  a  new  sub-section, 
proposed  at  the  instance  of  the  Scottish 
Office,  and  accepted  by  the  noble  Vis- 
count in  charge  of  the  Bill,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  clear  up  a  doubt  that  had 
been  expressed  as  to  the  competency  of 
an  appeal  in  certain  cases  from  the  de- 
cision of  a  sheriff-substitute  to  a  sheriff. 
In  the  cases  with  which  this  clause  dealt, 
the  sheriff-substitute  was  really  acting  in- 
stead of  the  sheriff,  and  clearly,   if  an 
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appeal  should  lie  at  all,  it  should  be  not  | 
to  the  sheriff,  but  to  a  higher  court.  The 
sub-section  he  now  moved  would  avoid  ' 
any  risk  of  additional  and  unnecessary 
legal  procedure  being  introduced. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  at  end  of  clause  to  insert :  *  (5) 
Where  any  jurisdiction  committed  by  the 
principal  Act  or  this  Act  to  the  sheriff  is  exer- 
cised by  the  sheriff-snbutitute  there  shall  be 
no  appeal  to  the  sheriff.'  "—(Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

First  Schedule  :— 

♦Lord  WINDSOR  moved  the  first  of  I 
three  Amendments  applying  to  items  (4) 
(6)  and  (11)  of  Part  I.  of  this  schedule. 
This  part  enumerated  among  the  improve- 
ments to  which  the  consent  of  the  land- 
lord was  required — 

"(4)  Making  and  planting  of  osier  beds 
(exceeding  one  acre). 

"(6)  Making  of  gardens  (exceeding  one 
acre). 

"(11)  Planting  of  orchards  or  fruit-bushes 
(exceeding  one  acre)." 

He  proposed  to  omit  the  words  "  exceed- 
ing; one  acre  "  in  each  instance.  As  the 
Bill  stood  it  was  not  quite  clear  whether 
the  intentions  that  a  tenant  farmer 
should  only  be  able  to  deal  with  one  acre 
of  land,  and  must  choose  which  of  the 
three  objects  he  would  devote  that  one 
acre  to,  or  whether  he  was  at  liberty  to 
devote  three  acres  to  these  three  special 
objects.  As  he  read  the  Bill,  he  saw 
nothing  in  the  way  of  the  latter  course. 
But,  apart  from  the  doubt  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  provision,  he  maintained  that  this 
was  introducing  a  new  and  wholly  in- 
defensible principle.  In  the  other  House 
a  similar  Amendment  to  the  present  was 
proposed,  and  the  Government  had 
admitted  that,  logically,  this  portion  of 
the  schedule  could  not  be  defended  ;  but 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
said  that  farmers  fully  realised  why  the 
distinction  of  one  acre  should  be  drawn. 
On  a  large  farm  no  great  harm 
would  be  done  by  devoting  one  or 
even  three  acres  to  these  purposes,  but 
in  the  case  of  a  small  farm  it  might  be  a 
very  serious  matter  indeed.  Take  the 
case  of  a  twenty-acre  farm,  with  several 

J/*rd  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


changes  of  tenancy  within  ten  years ;  if 
each  tenant  exercised  his  rights  under 
this  schedule,  that  small  farm  might  in 
the  course  of  ten  years  become  converted 
into  a  chess-board  of  osier  bedsand  gardens 
and  orchards.  And  the  landlord  was  BOt 
only  to  be  compelled  to  suffer  this,  bat  he 
was  to  be  liable  for  compensation  as  welL 
There  was  also  this  possibility :  the  pre- 
sent Government  thought  it  right  to  fix  a 
limit  of  one  acre,  but  another  Govern- 
ment, holding  very  different  views,  might 
extend  the  principle  and  allow  five  or  ten 
acres  to  be  devoted  to  these  purpose* 
This  was  no  doubt  the  "  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  "  argument,  and  there  was  gene- 
rally about  that  argument  the  weakness 
that  it  relied  upon  prophecy  ;  but  it  hap- 
pened that  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  a  similar  Amendment  had  been 
moved,  and  opposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, the  wedge  had  been  imme- 
diately driven  home  against  them. 
After  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture had  defeated  an  Amendment 
similar  to  the  present  one,  a  Member  for 
a  Scottish  constituency  got  up  and 
moved  that  the  tenant  farmer  should 
be  permitted  to  redeem  not  ex- 
ceeding one  acre  of  waste  land.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
was  reduced  to  using  exactly  the  same 
argument  that  had  l>een  used  against  him 
five  minutes  before  in  order  to  defend 
I  himself  against  this  very  severe  hitting  of 
the  wedge  which  he  himself  had  just 
inserted.  That  Amendment  was  defeated; 
but  it  was  very  difficult  to  see  why,  if  a 
tenant  farmer  could  use  an  acre  for  the 
making  of  an  orchard  or  a  garden,  or 
planting  an  osier  bed,  he  should  not  be 
allowed  to  reclaim  an  acre  of  waste  land. 
He  could  not  see  how  this  provision  could 
be  defended,  and  he  did  not  believe  it  was 
supported  except  by  those  who  desired 
dual  ownership  of  the  land.  He  appealed 
to  the  Government  to  remove  this  blot 
from  the  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page 6,  line  8,  to  omit  the  words  'ex- 
ceeding one  acre.' " — {Lord  Windsor.) 

Viscount  CROSS  said  that,  as  he 
understood  the  effect  of  the  schedule, 
only  one  acre  would  be  liable  to  be 
applied  to  each  of  these  objects.  This 
proposal  was  embodied  in  the  Report 
of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture   so    long    ago    as    1894,    and    he 
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that  present  at  the  meeting 
that  body,  and  agreeing  with  that 
were  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mr.  Jeffreys, 
\  Clare  Sewell  Read,  and  others,  and 
the  Committee  consisted  of  members 
both  political  parties.  A  proposal  to 
tenant  farmers  right  to  compensation 
respect  of  orchards  and  trees,  irrespec- 
fc  of  size,  was  rejected  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  this  limited  provision  was  agreed 
the  object  being  to  encourage  small 
is  and  things  of  that  kind.  The 
■oposal  was  again  considered  by  the 
Bojpal  Commission  of  1893,  the  members 
«f  which  were  Lord  Cobham,  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Mr.  Long,  the  late  Mr.  Little,  and  Sir 
John  Gilmour,  and  they  unanimously  en- 
dorsed the  proposal.  With  respect  to  the 
argument  of  the  noble  Lord  who  moved 
the  Amendment,  that  in  the  course  of  ten 
years  the  whole  holding  might  be  turned 
into  an  orchard  or  an  osier  bed,  the 
answer  was  that  the  only  compensation 
the  tenant  could  claim  was  the  value  of 
his  improvement  "  to  the  incoming 
tenant."  That  would  be  in  practice  saffi- 
eient  protection  against  a  tenant  applying 
any  considerable  part  of  his  holding  to 
purposes  which  would  have  no  value  to 
die  tenant  who  would  succeed  him. 
There  was  no  ulterior  object  whatever  in 
inserting  these  three  lines  in  this  part  of 
the  Schedule,  and  he  hoped  their  Lord- 
ships would  retain  them. 

The  Earl  of  FEVERSHAM  con- 
tended that  too  much  attention  should 
not  be  paid  to  decisions  arrived  at 
by  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture or  any  other  public  bodies;  the 
business  of  the  Legislature  was  to  do 
justice  as  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
The  question  here  was  whether  this 
change  in  the  law  was  fair  and  just. 
He  held  that  its  immediate  effect  would 
be  injurious.     In  the  case  of  small  farms 


(of  which  there  were  many  in  the  north  of 
England)  the  power  of  devoting  an  acre 
of  the  holding  to  an  orchard  or  an  osier 
bed,  or  a  garden,  although  it  might  be  an 
immediate  advantage  to  the  tenant,  would 
mean  a  serious  injury  to  the  farm ;  and 
with  a  succession  of  tenants  thinking  only 
of  their  immediate  advantage,  the  farm 
might  be  diverted  altogether  from  its 
original  and  proper  purpose.  He  agreed 
that  this  was  the  "  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  " — it  was  a  step  to  wards  dual  owner- 
ship. There  had  been  in  the  sister  isle 
warning  sufficient  of  the  danger  of  that 
principle.  He  cordially  supported  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  HENEAGE  pointed  out  that,  as 
the  words  stood  in  the  Second  Schedule, 
a  tenant  could  plant  "any  number"  of 
osier  beds,  fruit  gardens,  etc.,  on  a  farm, 
so  long  as  none  of  them  exceeded  three- 
quarters  of  an  acre,  or  were  under  an 
acre.  So  that  it  would  not  require  suc- 
cessive tenants  to  plant  a  dozen  orchards 
or  a  dozen  osier  beds  on  a  farm. 

Viscount  CROSS :  But  the  consent  of 
the  landlord  must  be  given  to  anything 
over  an  acre. 

Lord  HENEAGE:  I  beg  mv  noble 
friend's  pardon.  Under  the  words  of  the 
Bill,  as  drafted,  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  tenant,  without  applying  to  the 
landlord  at  all,  planting  a  dozen  osier 
beds,  providing  that  none  of  them  exceeds 
one  acre.  It  may  be  a  mistake  in  the 
drafting,  but  that  is  the  effect  of  the 
words  as  they  stand. 


On  Question,  whether  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  shall  stand  part  of 
the  schedule,  their  Lordships  divided  : — 
Contents,  15;  Not-Contents,  25. 


Devonshire,  D.  (L.  President) 
Cross,  V.     {L.  Privy  Seal. ) 

Clarendon.  £. 
Denbigh,  E. 
Morley,  £. 


Northumberland,  D. 


Camperdown,  E. 
Dartrey,  E. 
Feversham,  E. 
Grey,  E. 


CONTENTS. 

Onslow,  E. 

Vane,  E.     {M.  Londonderry.) 
Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller.] 
Frankfort  deMontmorency,  V. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Ilchester,  £. 
Po*is,  E. 

Falkland,  V. 
Falmouth,  V. 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  L. 


Balfour,  L. 
Belper,  L. 
Churchill,  L. 
Harris,  L. 
Lawrence,  L. 


[Teller.] 


Calthorpe,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
De  Mauley,  L. 
De  Ramsey,  L. 
Fermanagh,  L. 


{E.  Erne.) 


Heneage,  L.    [Teller.] 
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Manners  of  Haddon,  L. 
Granby.) 

Penrhyn,  L. 


(M. 
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Raglan,  L. 
Rowton,  L. 

Stewart  of  Garlies,  L. 
Galloway.) 
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Sudley,  L.    {E.  Arran.) 
Ventry,  L. 

Werayss,  L.    [E.  Wemyu.) 
Windsor,  L.    [Teller.] 


Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Second  and  third  schedules  amended 
and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  211.) 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure ;  and 
resumed  by  the  Earl  of  Morley. 

TITHE    RENT-CHARGE    (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  with 
the  Amendments;  further  Amendments 
made :  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order},  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  ana  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

OIL  IN  TOBACCO  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  an  Amendment  made ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived.  The  Report  of 
Amendment  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
Eight  of  the  clock,  to  Monday  next, 
half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS. 
Friday,  21th  July,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


ABERDEEN   CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON    AND    SOUTH    WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL. 

Lords    Amendments    considered,    and 
agreed  to. 

CRYSTAL  PALACE   COMPANY  BILL 

[Lords]. 


ROE'S  PATENT  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

WALSALL  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lord*]. 
As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — (Mr.  Cold- 
toell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.    2)    BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  amendment  [Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  Ik 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  considered  upon  Monday 
next. 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords! 

MORLEY   CORPORATION    BILL  [Lord*} 

BOURNEMOUTH   CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MANCHESTER    CORPORATION    TRAM- 
WAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


THE    LORDS, 
agreed    to — Local 
"  Orders  (No.  9) 


MESSAGE  FROM 
That  they  have 
Government  Provisional 
Bill,  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill,  Local  Government  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  12)  Bill,  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill, 
Perth  and  Paisley  Gas  Provisional  Orders 
Bill,  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Bradford 
Corporation  Bill,  Halifax  Corporation  Bill, 
Oldham  Corporation  Bill,  Baker  Street 
and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill,  City  of 
London  (Various  Powers)  Bill,  Market 
Weighton  Drainage  and  Navigation  Bill, 
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Cumberland  County  Council  (Bridges) 
Bill,  Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity 
Supply  Bill,  Croydon  Tramways  and  Im- 
provements Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments 
to — London  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill 
[Lords],  Glasgow  Building  Regulations 
KD,  [Lords],  Motherwell  and  Bellshill 
EaUway  Bill  [Lords],  North  Eastern 
Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [Lords], 
Botherham  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 
without  amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
*  An  Act  for  amalgamating  the  Water- 
ford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway 
Company  with  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Company ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgama- 
tion Bill  [Lords]. 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
amalgamating  the  Undertaking  of  the 
Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Company  with  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Company;  and  for 
other  purposes."  Great  Southern  and] 
Western  and  Waterford  and  Central 
Ireland  Railway  Companies  Amalgama- 
tion Bill  [Lords]. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 


PETITIONS. 


INEBRIATES'  RETREATS  (RULES   FOR 
MANAGEMENT). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations,  made 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  for  the 
I  Domestic  Management  of  Corngreaves 
I  Hall  Retreat,  licensed  as  a  Retreat  under 
the  Inebriates  Acts,  1869  to  1899  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PURCHASE 
OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1891). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Advances 
under  the  Act  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1900  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  302.] 

CHINA  (No.  3,  1900). 
Copy    presented,    of    Correspondence 
respecting  the  Insurrectionary  Movement 
J  in  China  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE   REPORTS    (ANNUAL   SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
[Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
-2488  and  2490  [by  Command];  to  lie 
I  upon  the  Table. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

1.  Chamber  of  London. — Annual  Ac- 
counts of  the  Chamberlain  of  London  for 
the  year  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  303.] 

2.  Royal  University  of  Ireland. — Copy 
of  Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure 
of  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1900,  together 
with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  be 
printed.     [No.  304.] 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Whithorn,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EVENING  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 
Petition    of    the    School    Board    for 
London,    for   greater    facilities    for  the 
Attendance  of  young  people ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  BILL. 
Petitions  from  Leith,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


CHINA— ANTI-FOREIGN  OUTBREAK- 
RECENT  NEWS— ADVANCE  OF  THE 
ALLIES  ON  PEKING. 

Sir  H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
\  (Stirling  Burghs) :    I    beg    to  ask    the 
Under     Secretary    for    Foreign    Affairs 
whether  there  is  any  news  from  China. 

♦The     UNDER      SECRETARY     of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
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Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  :  No,  Sir  ; 
we  have  no  further  news  at  the  Foreign 
Office ;  but  I  may,  in  answer  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  allude  to  one  question 
which  is  on  the  Paper — namely,  as  to 
whether  the  advance  on  Peking  has  yet 
begun.  The  commanding  officer  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  advance,  but  preparations 
seemed  to  be  far  advanced  towards  com- 
pletion. 

CHINESE  EMBASSY  IN  LONDON. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can 
state  how  long  the  Emperor  of  China  is 
to  be  represented  by  a  Minister  in  London, 
while  Her  Majesty  is  practically  unrepre- 
sented in  China  owing  to  communications 
with  her  Minister  being  interrupted  by 
the  neglect  of  the  Chinese  Government 
to  keep  communications  open. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  present  situa- 
tion in  China  is  difficult  and  compli- 
cated, and  while  our  information  is 
imperfect  I  cannot  make  any  statement 
in  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  hon. 
Member. 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  reste  with 
the  Commission  to  interpret  their  own 
reference. 

KOORNSPRUIT  DISASTER. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  Colonel  Broadwood, 
who  was  in  command  of  the  column  at 
Koornspruit,  was  informed  that  the 
infantry  post  at  the  waterworks  had  been 
removed  by  order  from  Lord  Roberts's 
headquarters,  and  whether  he  has  any 
official  reports  showing  that  the  move- 
ments of  Colonel  Broadwood's  column 
were  determined  by  the  belief  that  there 
was  a  fortified  infantry  post  on  which  to 
fall  back ;  and  will  he  state  who  is  the 
officer  responsible  for  failure  to  communi- 
cate to  Colonel  Broadwood  the  fact  that 
the  infantry  post  was  about  to  be  re- 
moved. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  debate  in  the 
House  these  details  of  military  operations, 
still  less  by  way  of  question  and  answer. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  aware,  although  he 
does  not  read  the  newspapers,  that  the 
name  of  the  officer  has  been  bruited  about 
for  months  past  ?  It  is  not  fair  to  other 
officers. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

RESUMPTION  OF  INDUSTRIAL   OCCU- 
PATIONS AT  JOHANNESBURG. 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)  :    I  beg 
to  ask   the  Secretary  of  State  for   the 
Colonies  whether  the  prohibition  by  Lord 
Roberts  and  Sir  Alfred  Milner  against 
the  return  to  Johannesburg  is  intended  to* 
apply  to  every  person  without  exception ; 
and,  in  particular,  does  it  apply  to  such 
|  as  engineers  and  owners  of    industrial 
works  in  Johannesburg,  which  during  the 
war  have  had  to  be  left   in   charge  of 
Boers,  or  shut  down,  and  the  re-opening 
1  of  which  would  be  for  the  advantage  of 
;  the  military  and  community  there  and  the 
;  re-settlement  of  the  country,  such  as,  for 
example,  the  steam  laundry  at  Johannes- 
burg, which  belongs  to  two  Englishmen, 
i  who  wish  to  proceed  thither,  and  is  at 
1  present  in  custody  of  a  Boer  woman,  and 
I  other  similar  cases. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  Is  it  not  |  The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
difficult  to  come  to  a  conclusion  of  that !  the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
kind  without  some  inquiry  ?  ,  Birmingham,   W.) :    The   resumption   of 


WAR  —  HOSPITAL 
ARRANGEMENTS 


SOUTH  AFRICAN 
AND  MEDICAL 
INQUIRY. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  if  the  South  African  Hos- 
pitals Commission  will  bo  able  to  inquire 
into  the  insanitary  conditions  which  led 
to  the  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  and  the 
consequent  overcrowding  of  the  hospitals 
at  Bloemfontein. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
JE.):  It  will  rest  with  the  Commission 
themselves  to  determine  the  scope  of 
their  reference,  but  my  own  impression  is 
that  if  the  insanitary  condition  was  due 
to  the  neglect  of  the  Medical  Department 
it  would  undoubtedly  come  under  the 
cognisance  of  the  Commission.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  due  to  military  neces- 
sities— as,  for  instance,  to  the  insanitary 
condition  of  the  camp  following  on 
Paardeberg — I  imagine  it  would  not  come 
under  the  survey  of  the  Commission ;  but 
that  is  my  own  personal  impression. 
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xade  and  industry  will  not  be  delayed  a 
moment  longer  than  the  military  exi- 
gencies require,  and  such  persons  as 
managers  and  engineers  will  be  naturally 
illowed  to  go  up  in  anticipation  of  the 
general  population  to  make  arrangements 
lorf .  re-establishing  the  industries  of  the 
place.  But  I  learn  on  6th  July  that  up 
to  that  date  Lord  Roberts  had  only  been 
ible  to  allow  the  return  of  twenty  mining 
representatives,  and  that  these  were  still 
detained  en  route. 

MARTIAL  LAW  IN  CAPE  COLONY 
AND  RHODESIA. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  in  what  districts 
or  areas  of  British  South  Africa  is  mar- 
tial law  now  in  force,  and  upon  what  dates 
was  it  so  proclaimed  in  these  districts  or 
areas. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  to 
refer  to  my  answer  on  the  2nd  April 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rushcfiffe 
Division  of  Nottinghamshire,  and  of 
yesterday  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Mont- 
gomeryshire.* I  have  only  to  add  that  on 
15th  May  martial  law  was  proclaimed  to 
be  in  force  throughout  all  the  districts  of 
Southern  Rhodesia. 

LINDLEY  DISASTER. 
Mr.  KIMBER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
can  state  when  and  where  the  inquiry, 
which  it  is  understood  the  Queen's  Regu- 
lations require  to  be  held  in  cases  of 
capture  or  surrender  of  British  troops, 
will  probably  be  held  in  the  case  of  the 
13th  Imperial  Yeomanry  at  Lindley. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  No  inquiry  can  be  held  until  the 
prisoners  are  released. 

BRITISH  CASUALTIES  IN  JUNE. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
has  been  the  loss  by  casualties,  sickness, 
and  the  capture  and  surrender  of  British 
forces  in  South  Africa  during  the  month 
of  June,  after  the  announcement  that  the 
war  was  practically  over. 


*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxxl,  page  934 ;  and  the  present 
volume,  page  1301. 


ions.  1502 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  know  nothing  of 
the  announcement  referred  to  at  the  end 
of  the  question.  The  total  losses,  in- 
cluding all  deaths  in  South  Africa,  and 
men  missing  and  taken  prisoners,  during 
the  month  of  June,  amount  approxi- 
mately to  102  officers  and  2,714  men. 

BRITISH  MEDICAL  COMFORTS  FOR 
THE  BOERS  —  TREATMENT  OF 
BRITISH   PRISONERS. 

Mr.  KIMBER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  has  any  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  Boers  while  still  in  arms 
and  actual  fight  with  British  troops  were 
allowed  to  send  in  to  Ficksburg  for 
medical  comforts,  and  that  these  were 
supplied  from  British  Army  stores,  whilst 
British  prisoners  of  war  at  Nooitgedacht 
have  not  been  allowed  to  receive  either 
medical  comforts,  clothing,  or  even  to 
receive  and  transmit  letters  to  their  rela- 
tives ;  and  whether  he  has  yet  succeeded 
in  procuring  any  alleviation  of  these  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  regard  to  the 
medical  assistance  to  the  enemy  at  Ficks- 
burg no  report  has  reached  the  War 
Office.  In  regard  to  the  British  prisoners 
of  war  at  Nooitgedacht  the  Government 
is  making  every  effort  to  secure  that  sup- 
plies of  medical  comforts  and  clothing  and 
correspondence  shall  reach  them,  and  is 
most  anxious  to  co-operate  with  any 
private  effort  in  this  direction.  It  is 
considered  that  private  effort  is  likely  to 
prove  more  efficacious.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  there  are  difficulties  at 
the  present  time  in  the  way  of  communi- 
cating with  the  Boer  Government.  A 
telegram  was,  however,  despatched  to 
Lord  Koberts  on  the  24th  instant  urging 
him  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Boer 
authorities  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
the  prisoners. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT— CIVIL 
SURGEONS— SUPPOSED  PLEDGE  OF 
SECRECY. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  Lord  Koberts  has  been  asked 
by  the  War  Office  whether  civil  surgeons 
employed  in  South  Africa  have  been 
required  to  sign  a  contract  in  which  they 
undertook  not  to  divulge  in  any  way 
their  opinions  on  hospital  efficiency  or  the 
reverse  ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  say  when  did 
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the  War  Office  ask  this  question  of  Lord 
Koberts,  and  whether  by  post  or  tele- 
graph, and  when  may  an  answer  be 
expected. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  As  I  stated  yester- 
day to  the  House,  Lord  Roberts  has  been 
asked  this  question  by  telegraph,  but  no 
reply  has  as  yet  been  received. 

Dr.  TANNER :  When  do  you  expect 
one? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

RETIRED  ARMY  MEDICAL    OFFICERS 
RECALLED  TO  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
can  state  why  the  medical  officers  liable 
to  recall  were  not  ordered  to  rejoin 
instead  of  being  asked  individually  to 
volunteer  for  duty  in  the  military 
hospitals  in  South  Africa,  and  if  the 
War  Office  will  take  steps  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  As  I  stated  on  the 
13th  instant,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the 
Member  for  South  Donegal,  there  are 
ninety-eight  officers  liable  to  recall;  of 
these  eighteen  hold  permanent  appoint- 
ments under  the  War  Office  and  twenty- 
five  have  been  employed  during  the  war. 
The  reason  why  the  remainder  were  not 
called  up  is  that  it  was  thought  better  to 
employ  civilian  surgeons  who  have  more 
recent  experience. 

COMMAND  OF  THE  ROYAL  IRISH 
RIFLES. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  gentleman  from  another  regi- 
ment has  been  appointed  to  the  command 
in  the  Royal  Irish  Rifles  rendered  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Colonel  Eager,  who  died 
from  wounds  in  the  Natal  campaign  ;  and 
what  explanation,  if  any,  has  the  War 
Office  to  offer  for  the  passing  over  of  the 
officers  of  the  Royal  Irish  Rifles  who 
fought  in  that  campaign. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  As 
regards  the  second  paragraph  I  have  on 
a  previous  occasion  endeavoured  to  make 
clear  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  selec- 
tion of  such  commanding  officers  is  made 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Army 
Board. 


BRITISH  REVERSES— COURTS  OF 
INQUIRY. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  state  how  many  officers 
and  men  were  captured  or  surrendered 
at  Nicholson's  Nek,  Koorn  Spruit, 
Reddersburg,  Lindley,  Roodeval,  and 
between  Roodeval  and  Heilbron,  and 
how  many  have  been  released  from 
captivity;  have  the  courts  of  inquiry 
prescribed  by  the  Queen's  Regulations  to 
be  held  by  the  general  officer  command- 
ing to  investigate  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  capture  or  surrender  took  place 
been  held  in  the  case  of  any  other  officers 
or  men  who  were  captured  or  surrendered 
on  any  of  these  occasions ;  and,  if  so,  in 
what  instances  ;  and  have  the  opinions  of 
the  court  as  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  those  captures  or  surrenders  have 
taken  place  been,  in  accordance  with  the 
Queen  s  Regulations,  forwarded  to  the 
War  Office ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds 
have  they  been  withheld  from  the  puhfc 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
will  find  all  the  information  which  can  be 
given  in  reply  to  the  first  paragraph  in 
the  published  weekly  report  of  the 
casualties.  In  reply  to  the  remainder  of 
the  question,  no  detailed  information  m  to 
the  courts  of  inquiry  has  reached  the 
War  Office. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  ; 
inquiries  been  held  or  not  1 


Have  those 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  cannot  say  thit 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  because  I  have  not 
received  the  report. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Does  the 
hon.  Gentleman  not  know  that  the  officers 
who  have  been  imprisoned  and  released 
are  now  on  active  service,  and  is  it 
possible  without  inquiry  for  them  to  be 
replaced  on  active  service  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  the  absence  of 
a  report  I  cannot  reply  on  the  question  of 
fact.  I  think  it  would  be  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House  to  indulge  in  specula- 
tive surmises. 

IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY  ENCAMPMENT 
NEAR   BEIRA. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  received  a  report  of  the  encampment 
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of  two  Imperial  Yeomanry  battalions  for 
three  weeks  in  an  unhealthy  spot  near 
Beira  after  their  disembarkation,  whereby 
widespread  fever  and  dysentery  were 
contracted,  and  many  deaths  occurred; 
*  whether,  with  one  exception,  all  the 
officers  were  prostrated,  and  a  number  of 
koroes  died ;  and  whether  the  Commission 
will  inquire  into  the  circumstances. 

*  MR.  WYNDHAM:  A  report  of  the 
detention  of  Yeomanry  at  Bamboo  Creek  I 
and  of  mortality  amongst  the  animals 
reached  the  War  Office  in  May.  A  tele- 
gram was  despatched  to  Sir  F.  Carrington 
.tailing  for  a  full  report.  This  has  not 
s    jet  been  received. 

GRATUITIES    TO    VOLUNTEER    OFFI- 
CERS SERVING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
according  to  the  Queen's  Regulations,  all 
Militia  officers  whose  regiments  have 
been  embodied,  and  who  serve  in  the  war 
in  South  Africa,  will  receive  £100  apiece 
at  the  termination  of  the  war ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  a  gratuity  of  £100  to  those 
Volunteer  officers  who  have  served  in 
South  Africa  when  peace  is  concluded. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:  Yes,   Sir.     The 

gratuities  are    issuable  to  both  Militia 

and   Volunteer  officers  under  the    Pay 
Warrant. 


GIBRALTAR    GARRISON— OFFICERS' 
HOUSES. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken,  and,  if  so,  what,  to  provide  houses 
at  reasonable  rents  for  officers  of  the  gar- 
rison at  Gibraltar. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  question  has 
been  under  the  consideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee which  went  to  Gibraltar  and  has 
reported  in  favour  of  some  such  provi- 
sion. .  The  further  questions  of  construc- 
tion and  of  the  rent  chargeable  are  now 
under  consideration. 


VOLUNTEERS— EMPLOYMENT  ON 
FOREIGN  SERVICE. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if,  without 
dividing  the  Volunteer  force  in  time  of 
peace  into  two  classes,  namely,  those 
willing  to  serve  in  any  pait  of  the  world 
if  called  upon  and  those  willing  to  serve 
only  in  Great  Britain,  power  can  be  taken 
in  the  Volunteers  Bill  to  enable  the  ser 
vices  of  Volunteers  to  be  accepted  for 
service  in  any  portion  of  the  world  when- 
ever Her  Majesty's  military  of  naval 
forces  are  engaged  in  actual  operations  of 
war. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  fear  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  re-open  this  subject  in 
connection  with  the  Volunteers  Bill, 
which  has  passed  through  Committee. 


ARMY    PROMOTION    BOARD. 
Mr.    SWIFT   MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  state  who  are  the  members  of 
the  Army  Promotion  Board  ;  by  whom 
are  they  appointed  to  seats  on  this  Board  ; 
what  is  the  tenure  of  their  office,  and  do 
they  hold  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Secretary  of    State   for   War,  or  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  or  either  of  them ; 
what  are  the  duties  of  this  Board ;  -and 
when  recommendations  are  made  of  gen- 
tlemen from  other  regiments  to  assume 
the  commands  held  by  men  who  have 
fallen  in  active  service  or  become  inca- 
I  pacitated  from  wounds,  is  a  memorandum 
I  of    the    reasons   for    passing   over    the 
}  officers  of  the  regiments  in  which  such 
vacancies  have  occurred  prepared  in  the 
War  Office. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Promotion 
Board  consists  of  the  generals  command- 

t  ing  in  Ireland,  at  Aldershot,  and  either 
at  Portsmouth    or    Devonport.      These 

'officers  sit  during  the  term  of  their 
appointment  to  their  districts.  Other 
officers,  appointed  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  are  added  to  their  number  to  deal 
with  the  particular  arms  of  the  service. 
A  record  is  kept  of  the  Board's  recom- 
mendations. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  The  horn 
Gentleman  has  not  told  me  the  names  of 
the  members  of  this  Board  of  Patronage. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  think  any 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  giving 
the  names  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  That  is  a 
matter  for  the  country,  and  not  for  you. 


1507 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


1508 


GUN  FATALITY  AT  CAMDEN  FORT, 
CORK. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
in  reference  to  the  inquest  upon  the  body 
of  Gunner  John  Addis,  killed  at  Camden 
Fort,  Cork,  by  the  bursting  of  the  breech 
of  a  40-pounder  gun  on  the  15th  instant, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Captain  Ord, 
Gunnery  Inspector,  stated  at  the  inquest 
that  an  accident  occurred  about  five  years 
ago  and  the  breech  was  blown  away ;  and 
that  the  Record-book  of  the  Ordnance 
authorities  shows  that  the  gun  in  ques- 
tion was  examined  in  1899  and  reported 
as  having  a  fissure  in  the  vent ;  and  can 
he  state  whether  an  Artillery  Militiaman 
engaged  upon  artillery  practice  is  in  the 
same  position  as  regards  War  Office  regu- 
lations as  an  artilleryman  of  the  Regular  j 
forces  engaged  on  active  service,  and  will  j 
the  War  Office  authorities  give  any  com- 
pensation to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  ■ 
if  it  should  be  proved  that  his  death  was  | 
occasioned  by  a  defect  in  the  gun. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  informed  the  hon. 
Member  yesterday  that  a  report  was  ex- 
pected upon  this  subject.  When  that : 
report  has  been  received  and  considered, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  ques- 
tions he  raises. 

Mk.  FLYNN :  If  the  inquiry  is  shown 
to  be  due  to  the  fault  of  the  War  Office, 
would  that  not  place  the  case  on  a 
different  footing  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  That  does  not 
enter  into  the  question.  If  the  injury  is 
incurred  in  the  service,  it  does  not  matter 
whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the  War  Office 
or  not. 

MILITIA  OFFICERS'  PAY. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  bee  to 
Ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  officers  on  retired  pay  holding 
commissions  in  Militia  will  be  allowed  to 
draw  retired  pay  as  well  as  the  pay  of 
their  rank  in  Militia  during  embodiment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir;  except 
for  a  period  equivalent  to  the  period  of 
annual  training. 

GKKVT    YARMOUTH    FISHERMEN* 
AND    THE    MILITIA. 

♦Sir  J.  COLOMB  (Great   Yarmouth) : 
J   he*  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 


State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 

difficulties    are     anticipated     at     Great 

Yarmouth     and    elsewhere    during   the 

coming  fishery  season   owing  to  many 

i  fishermen  and  employees    in    the   fish- 

I  curing  business    being  out    for  service 

i  with   the  Militia,   and   whether,    where 

!  possible,  furlough  will  be  granted  to  such 

!  men  during  the  fishery   season  so  as  to 

|  mitigate  as  far  as  possible  injury  to  the 

I  fishing  industry. 

|  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  As  I  have  already 
l  explained  to  the  House,  instructions  have 
!  been  issued  to  the  districts  that  Militia- 
men belonging  to  units  embodied  prior  to 
March  might  be  given  furlough  it  they 
had  satisfactorily  completed  their  training 
and  could  be  spared. 


*Sir  J.  COLOMB :  Will  that  apply  to 
all  men  1 


Mr.  WYNDHAM : 
character. 


To  all  men  of  good 


MILITIA  SERGEANT-MAJORS. 
Major  RASCH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
he  can  state  when  sergeant-majors  of 
Militia  battalions  are  to  receive  wamn; 
rank ;  and  whether  a  colour  sergeant  and 
two  sergeants  are  to  be  attached  to  each 
company  as  permanent  staff. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  warrant  was 
signed  on  the  26th  July.  The  reply  to 
the  second  part  of  the  question  is  in  the 
negative. 

GOVERNMENT      CONTRACTS  —  IRISH 
TENDERERS. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dubhn,  St.  Patrick):! 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  provide  a  depot  in  Dublin 
for  the  accommodation  of  Irish  merchants 
and  manufacturers  who  are  desirous  to 
tender  for  supplies  and  fulfil  contracts  for 
Ireland. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  No,  Sir  ; 
the  small  advantages  which  might  be 
derived  from  the  establishment  of  a  depot 
in  Dublin  would  in  no  way  compensate 
for  the  expenditure  which  it  would 
necessarilv  involve. 


1509 


Questions. 


{27  July  1900} 


Questions. 


1510 


THE  "VICTORIA  AND  ALBERT." 
Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  state  how  many  tons 
of  silicate  cotton  were  used  in  packing 
the  bulkheads  and  casings  of  the  new 
Royal  yacht  "  Victoria  and  Albert  " ;  has 
this  padding  been  removed ;  if  so,  what 
substitute  is  to  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  vessel  cool ;  will  he 
state  how  many  tons  of  brass  there  were 
in  the  saloon  and  cabin  sidelights,  and 
whether  all  or  part  of  these  fittings  have 
been  removed ;  and  will  he  also  say  when 
all  the  additional  cast-iron  ballast  which 
is  being  fitted  will  be  completed,  and  the 
number  of  tons. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  Forty-nine  tons  of 
silicate  cotton  have  been  removed  from 
the  Royal  yacht.  The  portion  of  this 
that  was  between  the  bulkheads  and 
overhead  was  introduced  not  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  vessel  cool,  but 
with  the  idea  of  (leadening  sound.  Ex- 
periments were  carried  out  during  the 
passage  round  from  Pembroke  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  silicate  cotton  on  funnel 
casings  and  over  the  engine  room  was 
really  required  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
the  ship  cool,  and  where  it  could  be  dis- 
pensed with.  Either  silicate  cotton  or 
mica  lagging  has  been  retained  wherever 
it  was  found  to  be  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  its  removal  in  other  places  has 
enabled  the  ventilation  of  the  lower  deck 
to  be  improved.  Great  care  has  been 
taken  not  to  interfere  with  the  comfort  of 
the  ship  in  the  slightest  degree.  Wooden 
shutters  have  been  substituted  for  the 
brass  shutters  that  were  fitted  to  the 
windows  of  the  pavilion,  causing  a  saving 
of  weight  of  about  five  tons,  but  none  of 
the  brass  cabin  side-lights  have  been  re- 
moved. The  exact  quantity  of  ballast 
required  cannot  be  stated  until  the  ship 
has  been  inclined,  which  will  be  done 
shortly.  It  will  probably  not  be  more 
than  1 50  tons.  A  large  portion  of  this  is 
already  in  place. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
pect that  when  these  alterations  are  com- 
pleted the  vessel  will  be  able  to  stand  up 
in  the  water  1 


THE  BELLEVILLE  BOILER  INQUIRY. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  will  the 
terms  of  reference  to  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee on  Belleville  Boilers  enable  the 
Committee  to  investigate  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  boilers  were 
first  adopted  by  the  Admiralty;  to 
ascertain  under  whose  advice  they  were 
thus  adopted;  and  to  examine  the  per- 
sons who  gave  that  advice  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  enable  those  persons  to 
explain  the  grounds  on  which  the  advice 
was  given. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  recall  what  I  said  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  constitution  of  the  Committee 
and  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  he  will  see 
that  such  an  investigation  as  he  suggests 
in  his  question  was  not  contemplated. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAINS  IN 
THE  NAVY. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  On 
behalf  of  my  hon.  friend,  the  Member  for 
East  Clare,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  if  he  can  state  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  furnish  the  Navy  with 
Roman  Catholic  chaplains. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  There  are  certain 
proposals  from  Cardinal  Vaughan  under 
consideration.  In  other  respects  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  many  previous 
statements  on  the  subject. 


TORPEDO  BOATS  AT  THE  NAVAL 
MANOEUVRES. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he 
will  be  good   enough   to  state  the  age, 
speed,  and  length  of  coal  endurance  at 
sea    of   the    twenty-four  torpedo    boats 
which,  in  the  current  naval  manoeuvres, 
are    being    pitted    against    twenty-four 
j  modern    torpedo    boat    destroyers,    and 
l  whether  the  torpedo  boats  located  in  the 
|  French  Channel  ports  are  not  only  nearly 
J  double  in  number  to  those  located  in 
I  British  Channel    ports,   but    also    more 
I  modern  and  of  greater  speed ;  and  will 
:  he  state  whether  the  manoeuvring  squad- 
i  rons  are  being  replenished  with  fuel  at 
!  sea  or  by  returing  to  port,  and  whether 
j  they  are  accompanied  by  repairing  and 
I  condensing  ships ;  and,   if  not,   can  he 
state  the  reason,  seeing  that  both  descrip- 
tions would  be  needed  in  war. 
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Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  question  of  the  [ 
hon.  Member  comprises  matters  of  statis- 
tics and  naval  policy,  with  which  it  is 
impossible  to  deal  within  the  limits  of  a 
question.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will  find 
statistics  as  to  British  and  foreign  torpedo 
boats  in  the  Return  of  fleets  presented  to 
the  House  last  year.  The  contending 
admirals  have  colliers  at  their  disposal 
for  coaling  their  squadrons  when  and 
where  they  wish.  A  condensing  ship  has 
been  attached  to  each  of  A  and  B  fleets 
for  the  manoeuvres.  Except  the  fc<  Hecla," 
which  ship  is  capable  of  effecting  small 
repairs,  no  repairing  ships  are  taking  part 
in  the  manoeuvres.  The  provision  of 
such  ships  for  the  short  period  of  the 
manoeuvres  was  unnecessary,  and  their 
fitting  would  have  been  very  costly.  I 
may   remind   the   hon.    Gentleman   that 

Provision  was  made  in  the  additional 
Estimates  for  a  repairing  ship  for  general 
service  with  the  fleet,  but  the  arrange- 
ments have  not  yet  been  concluded. 

NATIONAL  COAL  RESERVE. 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  coal  and  the  difficulties 
it  will  entail  if  long  maintained  upon 
many  British  industries,  as  also  the 
suffering  it  will  cause  to  the  poor  in 
winter ;  whether  he  has  any  official  in- 
formation to  show  that  this  result  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  increase  in  the 
purchases  of  coal  by  foreign  competition, 
or  by  the  laying  in  of  stocks  by  foreign 
navies  ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  steps  in  the  matter  in  the  interests  of 
the  home  population,  and  of  the  defensive 
requirements  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
The  price  of  coal  exported  in  the  first 
half  of  1900  is  considerably  higher  than 
in  the  year  1899,  but  not  so  high  as  in 
1873,  the  figures  being  15*87s.  in  1900, 
10'71s.  in  1899,  and  20'90s.  in  1873.  It 
is  not  practicable  to  apportion  the  recent 
rise  in  price  among  the  various  causes 
which  have  contributed  thereto.  With 
regard  to  the  last  question,  the  Govern- 
ment, while  alive  to  the  considerations 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend,  are  not 
prepared  at  present  to  make  any  pro- 
posals to  Parliament  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  my  hon.  and  g&YY&wt,  ixv^wd. 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  to  what 
countries  the  coal  exported  mainly 
goes  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  shall  be  glad  to  in- 
form my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  if  he 
will  put  down  a  question  on  the  subject. 

IMPORTATION  OF  DOGS   INTO  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered the  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
present  stringent  regulations  as  to  the 
bringing  back  into  the  United  Kingdom 
of  dogs  temporarily  removed  abroad  br 
their  owners ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
some  of  these  persons  are  invalids  who 
dislike  being  separated  from  their  dogs, 
and  in  some  cases  have  been  prevented 
from  going  abroad  for  their  health  by  the 
anxiety  and  annoyance  of  the  regulations, 
and  because   they  are    unwilling  to  be 
parted  from  pets ;  whether  he  is  awire 
that,  in  some  cases,  persons   who  hare 
brought  dogs  back  are  unable  to  comply 
with  the  regulation  that  the  dogs  should 
be  kept  in  the  same  house  for  six  months, 
owing  to  having  let  their  own  houses  or 
to  inability  to  remain  in  the  same  place; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  some  of  these 
persons  have  been  subjected  to  proseca 
tion  and  conviction  for  failing  to  comply 
with   the  regulations  from  causes  thus 
beyond  their  control,  and  having  regard 
to  the  anxiety  and  loss  of  time  and  money 
thus  caused,  he   will  substitute,  in  the 
case  of  dogs  who  have  been  taken  by 
their  owners  from  this  country  and  are 
being  brought  back  from  abroad,  simple 
regulations  requiring  notice  to  be  given  of 
changes    of     residence     and     periodical 
inspection  by  official  veterinary  surgeons, 
with  any  necessary  penalties  for  evasion. 

The    FIRST    COMMISSIONS  op 
WORKS  (Mr.   Akers  DoCglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  My  right  hon.  friend 
desires  me  to  say  that  the  question  of  the 
admission   into    Great   Britain    of   dogs 
brought  from  abroad  has  been  very  folly 
considered   from    the   various  points  of 
view  to  which  the  hon.   Member  refers. 
My  right  hon.  friend  does  not  consider 
that  in  practice  the  adoption  of  the  sug- 
gestion made  in  the  question  would  be 
found  to  afford  the  necessary  measure  of 
\%ocuxity  against    the   reintroduction  of 
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nines,  but  the  practice  of  the  Department 
with  regard  to  the  issue  of  licences  has 

;  recently  been  somewhat  modified,  and 
perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  submit  to 
my  right  hon.  friend  for  further  considera- 
tion particulars  of  any  individual  cases 
which  may  have  been  brought  under  his 
notice  and  in  which  he  thinks  that  any 

i    erase  for  complaint  exists. 

PALACE   OF  WESTMINSTER— VKNTI- 
LATION  OF  COMMITTEE  ROOMS. 

MR-    TALBOT   (Oxford  University): 
'    I  bos  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  will  consider  during 
the  recess  whether  some  better  system  of 
ventilation  for  the  Committee  rooms  of 
the  House  can  be  devised,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent   the   oppression    caused,   not  only 
during  periods  of  great  heat,  but  also 
i    when  the  weather  does  not  allow  of  the 
|    opening  of  the  windows. 

I       Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :   I  beg  to 
|    refer  my  right  hon.  friend  to  the  reply  I 
'    gave    yesterday    to    questions    on    this ! 
•abject. 

KENSINGTON  GARDENS   REGULA- 
TIONS. 

Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
(he  fact  that  Kensington  Gardens, 
although  opened  to  the  public  at  5  a.m. 
throughout  the  year,  are  closed  even  on 
the  longest  day  at  9  p.m. ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  many  of  the  residents  in  the 
district  can  only  use  the  gardens  shortly 
before  the  hour  at  which  they  are  now 
closed,  and  that  inconvenience  is  caused 
to  persons  on  their  way  between  Ken- 
sington and  Bays  water  after  dark  owing 
to  the  necessity  of  making  a  wide  detour ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
neither  the  Green  Park  nor  St.  James's 
Park  are  closed  at  nightfall,  he  will  con- 
rider  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
Sublic  to  make  use  of  Kensington  Gar- 
ens,  at  least  during  the  summer,  up  to 
10  p.m. 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS:  Yes,  Sir;  I 
am  aware  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  first 
two  paragraphs  of  my  noble  friend's 
question,  but  I  would  point  out  that  che 
enclosure  in  St.  James's  Park  is  now  shut 
at  8.30  p.m.,  and  that  in  the  Green  Park 
which  is  open  till  1 0  p.m.  is  lighted  to  a 
great    extent.     If   Kensington    Gardens 
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were  kept  open  after  dark  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  provision  i or  lighting 
and  policing,  and  I  regret  I  do  not  see 
my  way  to  do  this,  nor  do  I  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  do  so.  In  the 
absence  of  police  and  lighting  it  would  be 
a  great  mistake. 

HOVE  RECREATION  GROUND. 
Sir  HENRY  FLETCHER  (Sussex, 
Lewes):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
has  sanctioned  the  raising  of  a  loan  of 
£15,000  by  the  Corporation  of  Hove  for 
the  purposes  of  a  recreation  ground  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  borough.  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  sum  to  be  borrowed 
represents  only  a  small  portion  of  what 
will  probably  be  ultimately  required,  and 
that  a  petition  signed  by  a  body  of  work- 
ing men  residing  in  the  parish  of  Aldring- 
ton  was  presented  in  opposition  to  the 
scheme ;  and  whether,  in  these  circum- 
stances, he  will  take  any  steps  to  prevent  so 
large  an  expenditure  of  ratepayers'  money 
on  this  project. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  It  is  the  case  that  further 
expenditure  will  be  required  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proposal  of  the  corporation. 
The  Local  Government  Board  received 
petitions  in  opposition  to  the  scheme,  and 
they  caused  two  local  inquiries  to  be  held 
on  the  subject.  After  full  consideration 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  not  to  with- 
hold their  sanction  to  the  loan,  and  the 
matter  cannot  now  be  reopened. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  RETURNS. 
Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
when  the  Local  Taxation  Returns,  pre- 
sented on  28th  May,  will  be  delivered  to 
Members ;  what  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  printing  and  circulating  these 
Returns  ;  and  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  Members 
within  the  next  few  days. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  portion 
of  the  Local  Taxation  Returns  to  which 
the  Hon.  Member  refers  was  presented 
to  the  House  in  dummy,  and  considerable 
revision  has  since  been  found  necessary. 
This  has  now  been  effected,  and  instruc- 
tions will  be  given  that  the  copies  shall 
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be  delivered  to  Members  as  early  as  prac-  J 
ticable. 

NEW  SCIENCE  AND  ART  REGULA-     i 
TIONS.  i 

Mr.  HARWOOD (Bolton):  On  behalf  ' 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Notting-  ] 
ham,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  ! 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  j 
whether  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  j 
for  the  discussion  of  the  new  regulations  j 
and  alterations  made  in  the  Science  and  j 
Art  Directory  during  the  session ;  and,  j 
if   not,   will    the    new    regulations   and 
alterations  be  suspended  from  operation 
until  they  shall  have  received  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  Yes ;  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Appropriation  Bill  will  afford  such 
an  opportunity. 

Mr.  HARWOOD :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Nottingham,  I  beg  to  ! 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  by  what  authority 
the  regulations  contained  in  the  Science 
and  Art  Directory  became  lawful  and 
operative  without  being  laid  upon  the 
Table  or  being  subject  to  discussion  by 
this  House.  ! 

i 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  Directory  is! 
always  laid  on  the  Table  of  both  Houses,  ! 
though  there  is  no  statutor}*  obligation  : 
requiring  this  to  be  done.  ' 

Mr.  HARWOOD:  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  | 
Member  for  West  Nottingham,  I  beg  to  j 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  , 
of  Council  on  Education  if  he  will  grant  ' 
a    Return   of  any   correspondence   from  ' 
inspectors  of  schools  or  other  persons  con- ' 
taining  recommendations   or  suggestions 
which  have  led  to  changes  in  the  regula- 
tions   issued    in    the    Science  and  Art 
Directory     whereby     science     and     art 
grants  are   to  be  withheld  from  school 
boards  except  under   novel  and  difficult 
conditions. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  There  is  no  such  cor- 
respondence, and  there  is  no  intention  to 
withhold  from  school  Ixmrds  such  grants 
as  have  been  heretofore  made  to  them  by 
the  Science  and  Art  Department. 


Mr.  HARWOOD:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Nottingham,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  whether 
the  new  regulations  in  the  Science  and 
Art  Directory  will  debar  school  boards 
from  receiving  science  and  art  grants  in 
respect  of  pupil  teacher  schools  or  central 
classes  for  pupil  teachers. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  answer  is  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  the  Board 
of  Education  have  so  altered  Clause  6  of 
the  Science  and  Art  Directory  (1900)  u 
to  prevent  school  board  classes,  which  are 
entirely  dependent  for  local  assistance 
upon  the  school  fund,  from  participating 
in  the  grants  administered  by  the 
Department  of  Science  and  Art 

Sir  J.  GORST :  No  such  alteration  has 
been  made  in  Clause  6  of  the  Directory. 
The  meaning  of  that  clause  is  the  same  as 
it  has  been  for  many  years,  the  words 
added  being  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
a  misinterpretation  pointed  out  as  possible 
by  the  school  boards.  But  the  Depart- 
ment has  always  held  that  the  application 
of  the  school  fund  to  science  and  art 
instruction,  except  in  the  case  of  pupil 
teachers,  was  illegal. 

LONDON    SCHOOL    BOARD  —  HIGHER 
ELEMENTARY   SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  whether  the 
London  School  Board  have  applied  for 
recognition  of  certain  higher  elementary 
schools  with  a  modern  curriculum  not 
scientific  in  a  preponderating  degree,  such 
as  was  recommended  officially  to  the 
London  School  Bo  u-d  by  reports  of  Her 
Majesty's  Inspectors  forwarded  by  the 
Board  of  Education ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  as  the  result  of  a  conference  attended 
by  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspectors  the 
London  School  board  adopted  the  recom- 
mendation as  to  curriculum  ;  whether 
the  Board  of  Education  recommends 
schools  with  a  prevailing  modem  and 
general  education  as  equally  suitable  as, 
and  in  some  towns  and  districts  more 
suitable  than  schools  of  the  typo  of  the 
schools  of  science ;  and  whether  there  is 
anything    in  the   Minute    limiting   the 
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recognition  of  higher  elementary  schools 
to  scnools  whose  curriculum  bears  a  close 
resemblance  to  the  curriculum  of  a  school 
of  science;  and  whether  the  Board  of 
Education  will  leave  local  managers  free 
to  consult  the  needs  of  their  localities  in 
framing  curricula  for  acceptance  in  higher 
elementary  schools. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  London  School 
Board  have  applied  for  the  recognition  as 
higher  elementary  schools  of  seventy 
schools  with  a  curriculum  not  scientific  in 
a  preponderating  degree.  The  reports 
of  Her  Majesty's  inspectors  have,  no 
doubt,  expressed  the  view  that  a  curri- 
culum preparing  scholars  for  the  subse- 
quent study  of  commercial  subjects  is 
suitable  to  public  elementary  schools  in 
London.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  grounds 
which  induced  the  London  School  Board 
to  adopt  such  a  curriculum  in  the  seventy 
schools  above  mentioned.  The  answer  to 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in 
the  affirmative.  The  scale  of  grants  in 
the  higher  elementary  schools  minute  is 
framed  for  schools  whose  curriculum 
bears  a  close  resemblance  to  the  curri- 
culum of  a  school  of  science.  It  would 
be  much  too  high  for  schools  of  the  type 
described  in  the  earlier  paragraphs  of  the 

Suestion.  The  Board  of  Education 
esire  to  leave  to  managers  the  greatest 
possible  discretion  in  framing  the  curri- 
cula for  their  school;  but  they  cannot 
pay  the  high  grants  of  the  higher  elemen- 
tary schools  minute  except  to  schools 
whose  curriculum  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  the  curriculum  of  a  school  of 
science. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  To  how  many  of  these 
seventy  schools  is  the  Board  of  Education 
prepared  to  pay  the  higher  grants  asked 
for  Dy  the  London  School  Board  ? 

SIR  J.  GORST  :  Not  one ;  because  the 
curriculum  is  of  a  commercial  and  not  a 
scientific  nature. 

FOOD  PRESERVATIVES. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molt  on) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney 
General  whether,  as  a  Departmental 
Committee  is  now  scientifically  investi- 
gating the  question  of  adding  preserva- 
tives to  food,  and  will  report  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  he  will  send  an  intimation  to 
all  judicial  authorities  before  whom  any 
cases  of  adding  preservatives  to  Devon- 


shire cream  may  be  brought,  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  adjourn  the  pro- 
ceedings until  after  the  Departmental 
Committee  has  given  its  decision. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  : 
T  have  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the 
discretion  of  judicial  authorities  in  the 
way  suggested  in  the  question,  and  it 
would  be  most  improper  for  me  to  attempt 
to  do  so. 

RURAL  POSTMEN'S  SHELTERS. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to . 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  if  the  Department  can 
see  its  way  to  relieve  rural  postmen  of 
the  responsibility  of  finding  sites  for 
shelters  for  their  use  at  the  outward  end 
of  their  journey. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton^ :  The  present  arrangement  under 
which  postmen  obtain  the  necessary  per- 
mission for  placing  shelters  at  the  end  of 
their  walks  is  found  to  be  convenient  and 
to  work  without  any  practical  difficulty  ; 
and  the  Postmaster  General  sees  no 
reason  for  changing  it.  The  shelters  have 
sometimes  to  be  moved  from  one  point 
to  another ;  and  a  formal  tenancy  of  the 
site  by  the  Postmaster  General  would  in 
many  cases  create  difficulties. 

POSTMEN'S  UNIFORMS. 
Dr.  TANNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  if  he  will  state 
what  is  the  relative  weight  of  postmen's 
winter  and  summer  uniforms. 

.  Mr.  HANBURY :  The  weights  of 
postmen's  winter  and  summer  uniform, 
including  the  shako,  but  excluding  great- 
coat and  waterproof  cape,  are  as  follows  : 
— London  :  Winter  uniform,  8  lb.  6  oz.  -y 
summer  uniform,  51b.  6£oz.  Provin- 
cial :  Winter  uniform,  6  lb.  8  oz. ;  summer 
uniform,  5  lb.  7  oz.  Great-coat :  Lon- 
don, 5  lb.  11  oz.;  provinces,  41b.  6  oz. 
Cape  (waterproof),  21b.  12oz. 

TRADE  MARKS— « FOREIGN  ORIGINS 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  the 
Law  Advisers  of  the  Crown  have  given 
their  opinion  as  to  the  requirement  by 
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The  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887,  of  a  ;      Mr.     HANBURY  :     The   Couutitt 

definite  indication  of  foreign   origin  on  |  have  reported,  and  the  substance  of  their 

any  imported  decorated  tin  box  intended  '  recommendations  has  already  been  adapted 

to  pass  into  the  permanent  use   of    the  j  in  a  Draft  Order,    which  will  shortly  be 

consumer,  if  it  bears   the   name  of   an  :  made  public  under  the  Rules  PuWicttioii 

English  firm  or  English  wording  or  marks,  |  A.ct. 

raising  the  presumption  that  the  box  was  ! 

made  by  British  lalxmr.  I  HUSH   LUNATIC    ASYLUMS  ROARD- 

xr     TT.xTmmv    ™  ,_.  ,;  SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  question,  which  I      «      T    xf     tt,3iATV   /FjiwA   ¥,    T 

has  necessitated  correspondence  between'      M*'        ,    \r     b/h  V .7  XlK l 

several  Departments,  is  found  to  be  one  >*  to  **\  *Jr'    Chancellor  of  the  E* 

of    some    compilation.     But    a  case   is !  chequer  whether  he  has  consider*!  fc 

being  prepared  and  will  shortly  be  sub-  i  ^giiments  for  an  increased  grant  in  en*. 

mittod  to  the  Law  officers.  !  of  th°  ^f^*}  ?*™*  Pg 

I  on   behalf  of  the   Irish   Lunatic  Aspn 

!  Boards  by  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Kelly  ad 

c,v"'  as  fig^ng10**  - !  »*«"..  ■=■>  »h««ber,  •"  °"^ h 

*»    THOMAS    ^MONDE    (Kcrrv, :  %ZlZSf'*mmm  »— 

vv.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  ] 

Treasury  whether  any  intimation  was  j  The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EX 
given  to  the  registered  men  copyists  pro-  CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  HiCK.sBE.tCH.Brkd, 
moted  abstractors,  under  the  conditions  ,  W) .  x  have  congidered  the  aiwnMntl 
stilted  in  the  notice  from  the  Civil  Service  t  Wore  me  in  this  matMf,  f  mje_ 
Commissioners  dated  ,th  April,  1894,  ,  8tand  that  it  was  miffleBted  that  lone 
that  they  would  be  deprived  compulsonly  ,  payment  in  excess  of  the  Supplements 
of  the  right,  assured  to  them  by  the  ■  Estimate  should  be  made  for  the  fat 
Treasury,  of  serving  until  they  reached  a  nnanciai  year  0f  tho  nevr  ayatenit  bean* 
maximum  salary  of  £150  per  annum,  ■  the  licences  uken  out  ^  the  ^m 
through  an  Order  in  Council  carrying  ,  vear  covered  t  of  that  vear  J^  u« 
retrospective  penal  effects  to  come   mto  ;  •  te  for  licencea  <lur      ^ 

force  on  30th  November,  1899  ;  and, ^if  .  were  in  „,„,_  ^^  not  nmd/untjl  ,V„o- 
not  so  intimated,  can  he  stote  under  what ;  siderabie  part  of  it  had  expired.  Buttta 
authority  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  viewr  TO  ))a3ed  on  a  mj8Conception  of  the 
claims  t«)  act  in  the  wise  of  two  abstractors  fifty-eighth  section  of  the  Act  of  189$. 
in  the  War  Office,  one  of  whom  has  made  wmch  provided,  not  that  the  ram  mid 
timely  protest  against  being  required  to  ;  for  ,iconces  in  the  fir8t  financia|  veJrf 
accept  the  tenns  of  such  retrospective  .  the  new  system  ghoul(,  be  -^-,,,1, 
penal  enactment.  :  Locai  Taxation  Account,  but  that  t  mi 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Treasury  gave  1  e.<)ual  to  the  amount  collected  for  nek 
no  assurance  that  the  abstractors  in  ques- '  "conces  in  the  previous  financial  mr 
tion  should  serve  until  they  reached  a  :  should  be  so  paid— and  this  payment  wifl 
maximum  salary  of  £150  per  annum.  As  ,  be  ma?e  *°  the  Lo™]  Taxation  Account 
they  were  allowed  to  enter  the  class  of  '  "dy  in  the  financial  year,  certainly  not 
abstractors  up  to  the  age  of  sixty,  some  of '  Ia*er  th*n  Ma.v-  f  do  not>  therefore,con- 
them  might  have  claimed  under  such  an  i  8lder  that  there  »  »ny  ground  for  the 
assurance  to  remain  till  they  were  eighty  :  request  for  an  increased  grant  I  win 
or  ninety  vears  of  age.  I  explained  to  !  convey  *°  th«  Leader  of  the  House  the 
the  hon.  Baronet  on  the  5th  instant  that  i  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and  leaned 
tho  Order  gives  full  authority  to  the  l  Gentleman  that  some  opportunity  should 
Secretary  of  State  to  call  upon  abstractors  I  be  Moraed  for  discussing  the  Supplemen- 
ts retire  at  sixtv.  i  tory  EstImate-     But  I  can  make  no  sttte- 


COUNTY  COURT  FEES. 
*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  whether  the  Committee 
on  County  Court  Fees  has  reported,  and 
whether  the  nature  of  the  Report  will  be 
made  known  to  the  House. 


ment  on  that  matter  myself. 

DERKY  MAGISTRACY. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE  (London- 
derry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  ljord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
can  state  how  many  Protestant  and  ho* 
twmvj  RArcKKci  Ga&taUc  magistrates  then 
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Kin  Derry  city ;  and  whether  the  Irish 

lent  are  prepared    to    take   all 

able  steps  to  redress  any  inequality, 

afford  a  due  representation  on  the 

to  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 

city. 

CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 

(Mr.  G.   W.    Balfour,    Leeds, 

) :   The  number  of  magistrates  in 

city  of  Londonderry  is  forty-eight,  of 

eighteen  arc  Presbyterians,  seven  - 

Roman  Catholics,  eight  Protestant 

tpalians,  four  are  Methodists,  and 

is  a  Baptist.     I  am  not  prepared  to 

it  that  the  religion  of  the  majority  of 

inhabitants  should  be  the  determining 

r  in  the  appointment  of  magistrates, 

if  the  hon.  Member  desires  to  submit 

i  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  names  of  any 

jible  candidates  for  the  position    his 

tions  would,  of  course,  receive  con- 

tion. 

»RANTS-IN-AID  TO    IRISH    ASYLUMS. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  I  beg  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
itenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
aunt  due  by  the  Treasury  to  the  Irish 
f  Local  Taxation  Fund  in  respect  of  the 
grant-in-aid  for  Irish  asylums,  and 
now  this  figure  was  arrived  at ;  and 
if  he  will  also  state  how  the  money  re- 
funded will  be  allocated ;  and  whether  a 
proportionate  amount,  and,  if  so,  how 
much  to  each,  will  be  paid  to  the  county 
councils  of  the  various  counties  towards 
the  upkeep  of  their  respective  asylums. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  amount 
due  to  the  Local  Taxation  (Ireland) 
Account  in  respect  of  the  grant-in-aid  for 
pauper  lunatics,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  amount  was  arrived  at  will  be  found 
described  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate. 
The  money,  when  voted,  will  be  paid  into 
the  Local  Taxation  Account  and  will  be 
available  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
Section  58  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  1898. 

GRANTS    FOR   MALICIOUS    INJURIES 
IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  would  consider  the 
advisability  of  presenting  annually  to 
Parliament,  or  including  in  the  judicial 
statistics  particulars  by  counties  and 
boroughs  of  the  grants  for  malicious  in- 


juries in  Ireland,  showing  the  amount 
and  nature  of  the  claim,  the  number  of 
dismisses,  and  generally  the  result  of 
traverse  or  appeal ;  and  could  he  state 
the  amount  levied  for  injuries  for  the 
first  year  under  the  Local  Government 
Act,  as  compared  with  the  last  year 
under  the  grand  jury  system. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Detailed  in- 
formation on  the  points  mentioned  in  the 
first  paragraph  will  be  included  in  future 
annual  reports  on  judicial  statistics  in 
Ireland.  It  will  take  some  days  to  collect 
the  information  desired  in  the  second 
paragraph.  It  has  been  called  for,  how- 
ever, and,  when  received,  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  hon.  Member. 


CORK  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Dr.  TANNER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land  if  he  can  state  when  it  is  proposed 
to  hold  the  next  Land  Commission 
Courts  in  Macroom  and  Millstreet  respec- 
tively, when  were  the  last  courts  held, 
and  how  many  cases  remained  unheard. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  A  sub-com- 
mission last  sat  in  Millstreet  in  October, 
and  for  the  disposal  of  cases  from 
Macroom  in  February.  Forty-one  casea 
from  Millstreet  and  sixty-eight  from 
Macroom  district  have  not  yet  been  listed 
for  hearing.  It  is  not,  at  present,  possible 
to  say  when  the  next  sitting  of  a  sub- 
commission  will  be  held  in  either  of  these 
districts. 


MUZZLING    REGULATIONS   IN    CORK. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  i>he  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  for  Ireland 
whether  he  will  now  suspend  the  dogs- 
muzzling  regulations  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Cork. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  DE- 
PARTMENT of  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
County,  S.):  A  case  of  rabies  occurred 
in  the  Fermoy  union  so  recently  as  the 
10th  ultimo,  the  origin  of  which  has  not 
as  yet  been  traced.  Inquiry  into  the 
matter  is  still  in  progress,  and  in  the  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  premature,  at 
present,  to  relax  the  restrictions  in  the 
county  and  city  of  Cork. 
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of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  when  the  Irish 
national  teachers  will  receive  the  arrears 
of  fee  grant  which  accrued  between  the 
years  1893  and  1896. 


NEWBLISS  P.O.— DELIVERY  OF  TELE- 
GRAMS BY  GIRLS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE(Monaehan,  N.) :  I 
"beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  Department  sanctions  the 
practice  of  using  girl  telegraph  learners 
to  deliver  postal  messages,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Newbliss  post  office;  whether  such 
practice  prevails  in  any  part  of  England  ; 
and  will  he  issue  instructions  for  this 
system  to  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Yes,  Sir ;  it  is  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Department  that 
assistants  at  a  post  office  like  Newbliss, 
whether  they  be  girls  or  boys,  are  em- 
ployed in  the  delivery  of  telegraph  (not 
postal)  messages.  Such  a  practice  prevails 
in  England. 

LIMAVADY  POSTMASTERSHIP. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  re- 
presenting the  rostmaster  General,  if  he 
can  state  how  long  the  position  of  Post- 
master of  Limavady  has  been  vacant  and 
for  what  reason,  and  whether  the  Depart- 
ment are  paying  the  late  postmaster  a 
rent  for  the  present  post  office  premises  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  such  premises 
are  small  and  ill-ventilated,  and  unsuit- 
able for  the  requirements  of  the  locality, 
the  Department  will  take  steps  to  ap- 
point a  postmaster  and  supply  proper 
accommodation  for  the  public. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  postmastership 
of  Limavady  has  been  vacant  since  1st 
November,  1899.  The  delay  in  filling 
the  vacancy  has  been  caused  by  necessary 
inquiries  as  to  a  revision  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
office,  and  inquiries  with  a  view  to  finding 
the  most  suitable  candidate  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  A  rent  is  being  paid  to  the 
late  postmaster  for  the  use  of  his  premises. 
The  vacancy  will  be  filled  on  the  earliest 
possible  date,  and  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  appointment  will  be  that  the  candi- 
date provides  accommodation  for  the  work 
of  the  office. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Is  it  not  the 
case  that  all  the  north  of  Ireland  is  up 
in  arms  if  a  Catholic  postmaster  is 
appointed  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

IRISH      NATIONAL     TEACHERS' 
ARREARS    OF    FEE    GRANT. 

Captain  DONELAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid  Lieutenant, 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  hare 
already  more  than  once  stated  that  the 
money  cannot  be  paid  until  the  Vote  has 
been  passed. 


Captain   DONELAN: 
likely  to  be  passed  ¥ 


When   is   it 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  We  got  the 
Vote  the  other  dav,  but  Report  of  it  has 
still  to  be  obtained. 

INTERMEDIATE   EDUCATION    BOARD 
CLERKS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Ibegtoaskthe 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  clerks  who  are  to 
receive  pensions  under  the  Intermediate 
Education  Bill  have  been  appointed  by 
competitive  examination;  and,  if  not, 
how  will  future  clerks  be  appointed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  present 
clerks  of  the  Board  were  not  appointed 
by  competitive  examination.  The  ap- 
pointment to  these  poets  is  vested  by 
statute  in  the  Board,  and  T  am  unable  to 
say  in  what  manner  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment will  be  exercised  hereafter. 


BEER  RETAILERS1  AND  SPIRIT 
GROCERS'  LICENCES  (IRELAND) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL   TRADING    (JOINT 
COMMITTEE). 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the 
Lords  on  Municipal  Trading,  with  Minutes 
of  Evidence  and  an  Appendix,  brought 
up,  and  read  [Inquiry  not  completed]. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  305.]  • 

NAVY  AND  ARMY  EXPENDITURE, 

1896-90. 

Committee  to  consider  the  Savings  and 
Deficiencies  upon  Navy  and  Army  Grants 
for  1898-99,  and  the  temporary  sanction 
obtained  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Navy 
and  Army  Departments  to  the  Expendi- 
ture not  provided  for  in  the  Grants  for 
ttaak  ^s»a^  \Hgaw.  Monday  next. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Appropriation  Ac- 
counts for  the  Navy  and  Army  Depart- 
[    mants,   which  were  presented  upon  the 
15th  day  of  February  last,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee. — (Mr.  Ha'nbury.) 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND)  BILL. 

As  amended,  in  the  Committee,  to  be 
,    printed.  [Bill  315.] 

j  MESSAGE    FROM   THE   LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — County  and 
Borough  Franchise  Assimilation  (London) 
Bill,  without  amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Merchant 
Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners  and 
Others)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Cruelty  to 
Wild  Animals  in  Captivity  Bill,  with 
Amendment. 


SUPPLY  [21st  Allotted  Day  J. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Army    (Supplementary)    Estimate, 
1900-1901. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £11,500,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1901,  for  Additional  Expenditure,  mainly 
due  to  the  war  in  South  Africa  and  to 
.affairs  in  China,  in  respect  of  the  follow- 
ing Army  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
Vote  1.  Pay,  etc.,  of  the  Army    ...    3,250,000 
Vote  2.    Medical  Establishment: 

Pay,  etc     350,000 

Vote  5.    Volunteer    Corps:    Pay 

and  Allowances 600,000 

Vote  6.  Transport  and  Remounts    4,500,000 
Vote    7.  Provisions,   Forage,   and 

other  Supplies      850,000 

Vote  8.  Clothing  Establishments 

and  Services         100,000 

Vote  9.  Warlike  and  other  Stores       500,000 
Vote  10.  Works,  etc. :  Cost  (includ- 
ing Staff  for  Engineer  Services)     1,060,000 
-  Vote  12.   Miscellaneous  Effective 

Services     140,000 

Vote   14.   Non- Effective  Services, 

Officers       250,000 


Total 


£11,500,000" 


The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  The  presentation  of  this  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  eleven  and  a  half 
millions  has  been  designedly  delayed  until 
a  late  period  of  the  session,  because  it 
necessarily  includes  provision  for  two 
purposes — the  continuance  of  the  war  in 
South  Africa  and  the  military  operations 
in  China,  the  extent  and  cost  of  which 
cannot  with  any  accuracy  be  gauged. 
Indeed,  in  spite  of  this  delay,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  make  a  forecast  which 
approaches  to  the  accuracy  which  the 
Committee  of  Supply  very  properly 
expects  in  an  ordinary  year.  This 
estimate  has  been  framed  to  meet  all  the 
charges  that  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment until  the  end  of  February,  1901.  It 
leaves  the  month  of  March  open,  so  that 
when  the  House  reassembles  it  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Committee  of  the  House 
to  revise  or  to  confirm  the  provisions  that  we 
have  made  in  such  a  way  as  to  see  that 
our  books  balance  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year.  This  Estimate  is  the 
second  Army  Estimate  which  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  submit  this  year.  It  is  the 
fourth  Army  Estimate  I  have  had  to  sub- 
mit since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  In 
the  statements  with  which  I  introduced 
those  previous  Estimates,  and  in  debates, 
I  have  already  said  all  that,  as  it  seemed 
to  me,  could  usefully  be  said  on  some  of 
those  wider  questions  of  military  policy 
which  arise  out  of  Estimates  of  this  mag- 
nitude. I  do  not  propose  this  afternoon 
to  repeat  what  I  have  said.  I  think  that 
would  serve  no  useful  purpose.  My 
views  on  the  efforts  made  by  this  Govern 
ment  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  on  the 
efforts  made  since  to  prosecute  the  war 
and  provide  for  home  defence,  have  been 
very  fully  laid  before  this  Committee, 
and  I  should  not  be  justified  in 
travelling  over  the  same  ground  again. 
But  there  are  two  other  large  questions  of 
military  policy  which  I  have  not  yet  dis- 
cussed, and  which  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  this  afternoon.  The  first  is  the 
question  of  the  operations  of  our  Army  in 
the  field.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session 
it  was  generally  felt  that  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  criticise  or  discuss  the  strategy 
and  tactics  of  our  generals  or  the  com- 
parative value  of  the  different  arms  of  the 
service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  and  until 
the  experience  gained  by  the  war  had 
been  analysed.  There  is  another  very 
important  question  which  I  do  not  pro- 
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pose  to  discuss.     It  is  sometimes  called 
"  reorganisation"  for  brevity,  for  the  word 
is  not  very  explicit.    What  we  mean  by  it 
is  the  fitting  of  the  whole  of  our  military 
system,   of   the  War  Office,  and  of  the 
Army  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Empire 
and    the     conditions     of     modern     war- 
fare.     The     opinion     was    very    gene- 
rally  entertained  and    expressed  earlier 
in     the    year,     and     notably     by     the 
right    hon.    Baronet    the     Member     for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  and  by  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  that  a  time  of  war  is  not 
a  time  for  attacking  these  large  questions 
of  reconstruction  and  reorganisation.     I 
shared  the  view  then  expressed  ;  I  hold  it 
now,   and  I   hope   it    is    still  generally 
shared.      But    there    is    one   important 
question  arising  out  of  this  war  which  I 
have  been  charged  with  unduly  neglect- 1 
ing,  particularly  upon  one  occasion,  and 
which  certainly  has  been  elbowed  out  of 
our  debates  by   more  exciting  topics — I 
mean  the  question  of  the  finance  of  the 
war.     I  plead  guilty  to  having  said  very  , 
little  about  that  during  this  session.  How  . 
much  has  the  war  cost  1     How  much  is 
the  war  going  to  cost  1     Hon.  Members 
cheer,  and  they   have  perhaps  in    their 
minds   the  sum   total   of  all  the   totals  j 
which  have   been   asked   for,   but   these  l 
questions  are  not  so  simple  as  they  seem.  ! 
Following   our  procedure — and    I   think  i 
very       properly       following      it,       for  i 
reasons     I      gave      last     October— the ' 
procedure     of     distributing     the    sums  i 
for     which     we     have     obtained     sane- ' 
tion    over    the    Vote,    with    which    we ! 
are  familiar,   it  is  very  difficult  to  extri- ' 
cato  from  any  one  Estimate  the  amount ! 
which  is  directly  chargeable  for  war,  and  ' 
still  harder  to  extricate  the  total  from  those  ' 
four  Estimates,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  \ 
distinguish  the  charges  which  are  directly  ' 
due  to  the  war  from  the  charges  which  | 
are  indirectly  due  to  the  war,  which  are  i 
mainly  but  not  wholly  due  to  the  war ;  | 
the  charges  which   have   nothing  to   do  I 
with   the  war,  and  the  charges  for  the  J 
permanent  increase  of  our  Army,  whether  i 
at  home  or  in  certain  other  parts  of  the  '■ 
Empire  outside  South  Africa.    But,  before  i 
I  come  to  this  question  of  the  finance  of  . 
the  war — I  gather  that  some  members  of  i 
the   Committee   would  be    glad    that   I  i 
should  do  so — I  must,  if  I  may  so  put  it,  I 
get  China  out  of  the  way,  not  because  it 
is  not  a  subject  of  the  most  vital  import- 
ance, but  because  in  respect  of  China  I 
am  here  merely  as  an  accountant.     In  so  j 

Mr.  J Ty  milium . 


far  as  the  organisation  of  the  military 
expedition  is  concerned,  my  noble  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  I  imagine, 
would  be  able  to  give  greater  information 
than  I  can,  and  so  far  as  the  policy  that  points 
to  the  despatch  of  such  an  expedition  is 
concerned  I  must  refer  hon.  Members  to 
the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
All  I  have  to  do  with  is  to  state  how 
much  there  is  for  China  on  this  Supple- 
mentary Estimate.    In  order  to  repay  the 
prime  charge  and  the  recurring  c  largeup 
to  the  end  of  February,  for  the  force 
which  India  has  up  till  now  put  at  our 
disposal,  a  sum  of  £1,574,000  is  taken  on 
various  Votes  in  this  Estimate.  But  recent 
experience  has  taught  us  that  you  cannot 
proceed  in  these  matters  on    a    narrow 
margin.     There  may  be  sickness,  losses 
in  China,  and  therefore  the  Estimate  is 
increased  in  this  Supplementary  Estimate 
to  the  round  number  of  £2,000.000.  That 
leaves  a  margin  for  an  expedition  of  the 
size  which  is  now  proposed — about  11,000 
combatants  and  4,000  coolies,  with  trans- 
ports and  other  munitions  of  war.     Bat 
would  it  be  wise  to  tie  our  hands  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
send  reinforcements  f     In  the  opinion  of 
the  Government  it  would  not  be  wise. 
Therefore,  in  this  Estimate  a  further  sum 
of  one  million  is  taken  as  a  second  tine  of 
reserve  in  respect  of  China,  and  from  the 
total  of  eleven  and  a  half  millions  which 
appears   on   the  face  of  the  Estimate  I 
must  ask  the  Committee,  before  coming 
to  the  question  of  the  finance  of  the  war 
in  South  Africa,  to  deduct  a  round  total 
of  £3,000,000.      These  three  millions  are 
distributed  over  the  Vote.     That  is  done 
for  reasons  I  urged  last  October,  and  it 
was,   I   think,    very  generally  accepted 
that    you    cannot  have    proper  account 
keeping  if  you  pool  all  your  accounts 
into    a    Vote    on     account     during   a 
time  of  exceptional  necessity.      It  may 
be    convenient    to  hon.    Members  that 
I    should    now    recall    to    their    minds 
the  sums  we  have  voted  on  previous  Esti- 
mates in  respect  of  South  Africa — sums 
directly  due  to  the  war  in  South  Africa. 
In  the  first  Estimate  in  October  last,  the 
total  of  which    was    ten    millions,    the 
charges  directly  springing  from  the  war 
were  £9,434,000.     In  the  second  Supple- 
mentary   Estimate  introduced   on   13th 
Febniary,  the  sum  for  those  direct  charges 
was  over  £12,580,000.     In  the  Estimates 
introduced  on    12th    March,  the   direct 
charge  was  a  little  over  thirty-one  and  a 
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half  millions,  and  that  was  so  stated  on 
page  6  of  the  Estimates.  Until  now, 
therefore,  the  Committee  of  this  House 
has  sanctioned  for  charges  arising  directly 
oat  of  the  war  in  South  Africa  a  total  of 
£53,582,700. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  And 
eight  millions  now. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  allow  me  to  mate  my  state- 
ment in  my  own  way.  We  cannot  take 
the  whole  of  the  eight  millions  and  a  half  for 
charges  springing  directly  out  of  the  war. 
I  think  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  deal 
first  with  charges  springing  directly  out 
of  the  war,  and  then  proceed  with  indirect 
charges,  and  then  with  charges  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  war  at  all.  When 
I  introduced  the  Estimate  for  the  year  for 
the  war  for  thirty-one  and  a  half  millions  I 
pointed  out  three  things.  I  said  we  in- 
eluded  nothing  for  what  are  called 
terminal  charges,  we  included  nothing 
for  gratuities  to  troops  in  that  Estimate, 
nor  for  the  cost  of  transporting  the  troops 
hack  to  this  country,  or  India,  or  the 
colonies.  In  the  second  place,  I  said  that 
those  Estimates  were  framed  under  ex- 
ceptional circumstances,  that  they  partook 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  "shot,"  and 
that  it  was  impossible  to  present  them 
with  the  accuracy  which  can  be  obtained 
in  times  of  peace.     In  the  third  place,  I 

Stinted  out  that  it  had  been  necessary  to 
vide  what  I  have  called  war  at  full 
pressure  from  war  at  half  pressure 
m  a  somewhat  arbitrary  manner. 
Of  course,  one  merges  by  imperceptible 
degrees  in  the  other,  and  so  in  turn  does 
war  at  half  pressure  merge  into  what  may 
be  called  military  occupation  when  war 
has  ceased.  It  is  very  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish quite  accurately  between  these 
phases.  In  the  Estimate  of  the  year  for 
the  war,  thirty-one  and  a  half  millions, 
the  sum  of  half  a  million  was  taken  for 
the  huts  in  South  Africa  to  accommodate 
the  permanent  garrison  that  would  be  left 
there,  and  that  is  a  sum  which  cannot 

r*'e  properly  be  considered  a  direct 
ge  of  the  war.  In  this  Estimate, 
omitting  China,  there  is  a  sum  of  eight 
and  a  half  millions.  To  that  I  will  ask  the 
Committee  to  apply  the  same  consider- 
ation. It  includes  money  for  permanent 
charges,  it  includes  money  for  the  excess 
which  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the 
first  Estimate  partook  somewhat  of  the 


nature  of  a  shot,  and  it  includes  a  further 
sum  for  what  I  call  military  occupation. 
That  is  all  it  includes  in  respect  of  the  war. 
I  will  deal  with  the  terminal  charges  first. 
For  transport  for  bringing  the  troops  home 
we  are  asking  sanction  for  £2,650,000. 
That  is  sufficient  to  take  back  the  Indian 
contingent  to  India,  to  take  the  colonial 
contingent  back  to  the  colonies,  and  to 
bring  135,000  Imperial  troops  from  Africa 
to  this  country.  At  this  moment  there 
are  in  South  Africa  223,500  men  in  all, 
and  of  these  189,900  are  Imperial  troops 
and  about  10,000  Indian  troops.  We  are 
asking  for  sea  transport  to  bring  back 
135,000  men,  which  leaves  in  South  Africa 
about  45,000  men.  The  permanent  garrison 
has  been  estimated  by  Lord  Roberts  at 
30,000  men,  and  we  have  been  advised 
from  South  Africa  that  some  15,000  men 
— Yeomen,  colonists,  and  Reservists — 
may  make  their  home  there.  Therefore 
no  cause  has  so  far  arisen  for  providing 
for  bringing  back  more  troops  than  I  have 
named.  Then  the  other  factor  in  the 
terminal  charges  consists  of  the  gratuities. 
These  have  been  calculated  upon  a 
basis  of  £5  as  the  unit.  The  private 
soldier  will  receive  £5,  and  officers  and 
others  will  receive  multiples  of  that 
sum  calculated  in  accordance  with  their 
rank.  There  is  also  provision  made  which 
will  enable  us  to  give  a  suit  of  plain 
clothes  to  every  Reservist  on  his  return, 
and  further  provision  is  made  for  the 
issue  of  a  medal  and  other  minor  matters, 
into  which  I  will  go  later  on  if  I  am 
asked.  The  total  for  gratuities  taken  in 
these  Estimates  is  £2,950,000,  which, 
added  to  the  amount  required  for  trans- 
port, gives  a  total  for  terminal  charges  in 
these  Estimates  of  £5,600,000.  Then  I 
come  to  the  second  point,  the  question  of 
excess  over  the  Estimates  for  the  year 
presented  in  March.  Those  Estimates 
were  intended  to  meet  the  charges  of  the 
war  for  the  financial  year,  for  war  at 
full  pressure  for  six  months,  and  at  half 
pressure  for  the  remaining  moiety  of  the 
year,  but  of  course  they  were  framed 
some  time  before  they  were  laid  before 
the  House,  and  before  orders  had  been 

fiven  for  the  8th  Division  to  proceed  to 
outh  Africa.  They  were  framed  upon  the 
basis  of  about  1 90,000  then  being  employed 
in  South  Africa,  and  the  force  there 
now,  as  I  have  told  the  Committee, 
numbers  over  220,000.  That  being  so, 
for  what  may  fairly  be  called  not  a  mis- 
calculation,  but    a  shortcoming    in  the 
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Estimates  submitted  in  March,  we  are 
taking  now  £1,090,000.  But  in  these 
Estimates  and  in  respect  of  the  war  there 
are  other  sums  which  come  under  the 
third  head  I  have  submitted,  sums  which 
partake  of  the  character  of  provision  for 
military  occupation.  There  is  one  sum 
which  I  should  like  to  explain,  namely, 
£250,000  for  rolling  stock.  When  earlier 
in  the  session  I  said  that  Lord  Roberts 
had  asked  for  rolling  stock,  and  that  we 
had  undertaken  to  provide  it,  it  was  held, 
somewhat  unfairly,  I  think,  that  this  was 
an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Rolling  stock  for  a  3ft.  6in. 
gauge  cannot  be  obtained  within  less 
than  nine  months,  and  there  was  no 
cause  for  providing  it  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  Lord  Roberts  applied'  to 
us  on  the  ground  that  after  the  war  the 
rolling  stock  would  be  exhausted  to  such 
an  extent  that  for  purposes  of  military 
occupation,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
renew  it  to  a  certain  amount.  For  that 
we  are  now  asking  £250,000.  And  then 
also  under  this  third  head  of  sums  which 
fall  rather  under  the  head  of  military 
occupation  there  is  a  further  £500,000 
to  provide  huts  for  the  garrison  left  in 
South  Africa,  making  in  all  £1,000,000 
for  that  service.  In  these  Estimates  for 
the  war  in  South  Africa  we  are  asking 
for  £7,440,000,  and  it  may  interest  the 
Committee  to  know  that  the  total  in  all 
the  Estimates  for  charges  arising  out  of 
the  war  is  £61,220,700;  but  that  in- 
cludes £1,000,000  for  huts  and  £250,000 
for  rolling  stock.  That  takes  us,  if  our 
forecasts  are  accurate,  to  the  end  of 
February  next  year,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  any  large  sum  in  addition  will  have 
to  be  asked  for  when  Parliament  meets. 
But  there  are  other  charges  which  arise 
indirectly  out  of  the  war,  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee care  to  have  them  I  can  give  them. 
In  the  Estimates  of  October  last  there  was 
a  sum  of  £566,000  for  the  embodiment  of 
the  Militia  and  raising  certain  artillery 
batteries  and  cavalry  regiments  from  the 
lower  to  the  higher  standard.  That  I 
call  an  indirect  charge.  In  the  February 
Estimate  there  was  a  charge  of  £400,000 
for  the  further  embodiment  of  the  Militia. 
In  the  Estimates  for  the  year  we  took 
£6,228,000  for  what  is  called  the  emer- 
gency scheme  for  homo  defence,  and  in 
these  Estimates  we  are  taking  £500,000. 
That  charge  arises  out  of  the  magnificent 
response  made  by  the  Volunteers  to  meet 
the  facilities  offered  to  them  under  that 
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scheme.  It  may  interest  the  Committee 
to  know  that  there  will  be  or  have  been 
in  camp  for  fourteen  days  59  Volunteer 
artillery  corps  out  of  66,  26  engineer  corps 
out  of  28,  and  203  infantry  corps  out  of 
216,  or,  in  all,  about  150,000  men  out 
of  about  240,000.  I  call  that  a 
magnificent  response.  All  these  are 
receiving  allowances  for  transport 
which  enable  them  to  bring  into 
camp  about  one-half  of  the  transport 
they  woold  require  in  war.  Of  course, 
the  whole  of  the  Militia  has  been  em- 
bodied, and  transport  has  been  provided 
for  the  Militia  out  of  Government  stores 
and  horses  out  of  the  Remount  Depart- 
ment. It  is  entirely  in  consequence  of 
the  Volunteers  that  there  has  been  this 
further  sum  of  £500,000  upon  the  Esti- 
mate now  submitted,  and  that  sum  ought 
to  be  credited  to  what  I  call  excess,  though 
the  result  of  the  expenditure  is  one  on 
which  I  congratulate  myself  and  the 
country.  Then  I  come  to  the  permanent 
charge  in  this  Estimate.  We  are  takings 
further  sum  of  £500,000  for  huts  in  this 
country.  When  I  introduced  the  Esti- 
mates of  the  year  I  pointed  out  that  there 
might  be  some  overlapping  in  consequence 
of  the  return  of  some  of  the  troops 
before  we  were  in  a  position  to  disem- 
body the  Militia ;  but  even  with  that  we 
shall  be  in  great  straits  when  the  camping 
season  comes  to  an  end.  We  have  50,000 
more  men  in  this  country  than  we  ean 
accommodate  in  barracks.  Therefore  it 
is  necessary  to  increase  the  estimate  for 
hutting  in  order  to  provide  against  over 
lapping.  That  is  one  of  those  service* 
which  it  is  rather  hard  to  characterise 
accurately.  In  a  sense  it  is  part  of  the 
emergency  scheme  for  home  defence, 
because  it  provides  accommodation  for 
the  Militia  who  have  been  em- 
bodied this  year;  but  pains  have 
been  taken  to  secure  a  pattern 
of  hut  which  will  last  for  some  time,  and 
which  will  be  available  for  housing  some 
of  the  permanent  increase  of  the  Arm? ; 
so  the  charge  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a 
charge  arising  out  of  the  emergency 
scheme  and  also  of  the  nature  of  s 
charge  for  the  permanent  service.  I 
think  the  amount  is  very  satisfactorily 
booked  to  disclose  its  nature,  because,  as 
the  first  part  was  put  as  an  emergency 
charge  in  the  Estimates  of  the  year,  I 
consider  this  part  may  be  put  as  a  per- 
manent charge.  Then  in  this  Estimate 
there  are  three  other  services  of  a  per 
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mnent  nature.  The  Committee  will 
recollect  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Jmdb  Bill  of  last  year,  in  deference  to 
views  which  were  expressed,  I  put  the 
■dhedule  into  the  Act.  I  first  submitted 
it  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper,  but  was 
asked  to  put  it  into  the  Act.  That  being 
•O,  it  is  impossible  to  begin  a  new  service 
without  coming  to  this  House  for 
Parliamentary  sanction.  There  is  one 
•ervice  I  recommend  with  some  con- 
fidence to  the  Committee,  and  that 
is  for  barracks  at  Khartoum.  Sir 
Francis  Wingate  has  recommended 
that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  battalion 
st  Khartoum  not  only  for  the  health  of 
our  troops,  but  also  for  the  effect  on  the 
country  we  have  recently  settled,  and 
that  it  is  wise  to  build  permanent  barracks 
And  unwise  to  put  up  huts  or  tents  as 
having  a  tendency  to  show  we  had  come 
to  stay.  Therefore  in  this  Estimate  we 
are  asking  for  £35,000  for  barracks  at 
Khartoum ;  and  we  are  also  asking  for 
XI 5,000  for  barracks  at  Mauritius.  Hon. 
Members  may  remember  that  when  I 
introduced  the  Estimates  of  the  year  I 
said  there  was  to  be  a  new  foreign  roster 
on  a  small  scale  for  the  Indian  Army. 
They  were  to  raise  two  more  battalions 
than  they  needed  for  India  in  order  to 
provide  a  garrison  for  Mauritius.  Then 
we  take  £10,000  in  order  that  the  men 
of  the  Reserve  may  receive  6d.  instead  of  j 
4d.  a  day  in  consequence  of  the  heavier 
obligations  placed  upon  them.  Thus  in 
this  Estimate  we  are  taking  £560,000  for 
the  permanent  services  which  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  war  at  all, 
£500,000  for  the  emergency  scheme, 
more  or  less,  £7,440,000  for  the  war  in 
South  Africa,  and  £3,000,000  for  China,  j 
I  must  apologise  to  the  Committee  i 
for  having  to  ask  it  to  follow 
me  in  these  intricate  figures.  The 
£560,000  includes  a  small  sum  for  a 
very  important  service,  and,  if  sanctioned 
by  the  Committee,  will  commit  this  House 
— as  far  as  one  House  of  Commons  can 
commit  another — to  heavy  expenditure  in 
the  future.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  lead  up  to  that  by  completing,  in 
respect  of  the  permanent  increase,  the 
task  I  have  undertaken  as  regards  direct 
and  indirect  charges.  In  February'* 
Supplementary  Estimate,  the  Committee 
voted  £20,000  towards  the  permanent  in- 
crease of  artillery.  In  the  War  Estimates 
of  the  year  we  voted  £1,925,000  towards 
the  permanent  increase  of  four  battalions 


of  infantry.  That  included,  as  I  was 
careful  to  state  at  the  time,  a  sum  of 
£48,000  to  enable  us  to  begin  setting  up 
store-houses  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  because  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  provide 
in  larger  quantities  fixed  reserves  of  stores, 
the  cause  of  that  being  that  it  would  not 
any  longer  be  prudent,  or  indeed  possible, 
to  pile  them  up  at  Pimlico  or  Woolwich, 
and  that  it  was  desirable  to  distribute  them 
at  appropriate  places  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  that  Estimate  we  took 
£10,000  to  purchase  some  of  the  articles 
which  are  to  be  put  in  the  store-houses. 
But  that  sum  gives  no  indication  of  the 
size  of  our  operations,  because  of  a  fact 
which  I  think  I  can  easily  explain.  In 
the  Estimates  for  the  year  we  took 
£750,000  to  provide  the  Volunteer 
artillery  with  4*7  guns.  The  whole  of 
that  provision  cannot  be  got  before  next 
year,  and  there  will  be  a  balance  available 
which  will  enable  us  to  lose  no  time  in 
obtaining  so  much  of  these  stores  before 
the  end  of  February.  Therefore  I  am 
perfectly  frank  with  the  Committee.  We 
have  come  to  ask  the  Committee  to  con- 
firm the  sanction  which  it  has  indeed 
given  by  passing  the  sum  of  £48,000  in 
the  Estimates  of  the  year. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  nature  of  the  stores  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  is  a  matter  I 
shall  now  deal  with.  It  is  one  of  very 
great  importance.  Perhaps  in  reply  to 
that  question  which  has  been  put  to  me  I 
may  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  what 
we  mean  by  reserve  of  stores.  We  do 
not  mean  mobilisation  stores.  A  confu- 
sion is  often  entertained  upon  that  sub- 
ject We  have  had  in  this  country  for 
many  years  past  a  complete  mobilisation 
equipment  for  a  large  force — two  army 
corps.  By  a  reserve  of  3tores  you  mean 
something  more  than  that.  You  mean  a 
reserve  of  stores  which  will  enable  an 
army  once  in  the  field  to  remain  there 
without  throwing  an  undue  tax  on  the 
productive  powers  of  the  ordnance  fac- 
tories or  trade.  By  a  reserve  of  stores 
you  mean  you  will  have  a  fixed  amount 
of  these  various  articles,  munitions  of  war 
and  clothing,  and  maintain  them  at  that 
fixed  rate.  That  can  be  done  by  treating 
such  a  reserve  as  you  treat  a  cistern  or  a 
reservoir.  What  you  take  out  at  one  end 
you  must  put  in  at  the  other.      That  is 
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very  necessary,  because  there  are  two 
very  difficult  factors  in  the  problem  of  pro- 
viding reserves  of  stores  for  a  military 
force.  Perishability  is  the  first.  It  is  no 
use  piling  up  stores  and  saying  you  will 
leave  them  there  for  ten  or  fifteen  years. 
It  varies  in  respect  of  different  articles. 
Saddlery  or  harness  will  remain  of  value 
for  a  very  much  longer  period,  for  ex- 
ample, than  clothing.  Another  difficult 
factor  in  arriving  at  any  policy  of  reserve 
stores  is  the  expansibility  of  output  of 
manufacture,  whether  at  the  ordnance 
factories  or  throughout  the  trade  of  the 
country.  I  know  it  has  been  said  outside 
these  walls  that  the  Government  are  to 
blame  for  not  having  solved  this  pro- 
blem more  swiftly  and  at  an  earlier  date. 
Is  that  a  reasonable  complaint  ?  During 
several  years,  from  1895,  the  Government, 
with  the  assistance  and  support  of  the 
House,  have  been  slowly  and  with  diffi- 
culty increasing  the  establishment  of  our 
Army,  and  before  there  was  any  idea  we 
were  to  go  to  war.  Would  it  have 
been  economical  or  sensible  to  pile  up 
arms  by  nine  battalions  of  infantry  and 
sixteen  batteries  of  artillery  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  and  before  there  was 
any  idea  that  we  were  about  to  go  to  war  ? 
Would  it  have  been  economical  or  sensible 
to  pile  up  clothing  and  equipment  and 
great  reserves  of  stores  for  a  force  which 
was  not  then  in  existence,  but  which  we  i 
were  seeking  to  create  under  circum- 1 
stances  of  gieat  difficulty,  because  raising  | 
the  establishment  in  this  country  js  a  j 
difficult  thing,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
recruiting  varies  from  year  to  year  ?  To  \ 
plunge,  without  consideration,  into  the 
purchase  of  reserves  of  stores  before  you  | 
had  reached  the  standard  you  proposed  to  i 
yourself  for  the  establishment  of  your  | 
Army  would  have  been  a  thing  no 
Government  could  have  defended  before 
the  Committee.  At  the  beginning  of 
1899  we  were  within  measurable  distance 
of  reaching  this  standard  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Army.  The  House  has 
sanctioned  since  1895  25,508  additional 
men ;  and  when  we  arrived  at  the 
standard  we  proposed — namely,  one 
which  would  enable  us  to  mobilise 
two  army  corps — General  Brackenbury 
became  Director  General  of  Ordnance. 
It  became  necessary  to  solve  with  every 
possible  accuracy  the  question  of  perish- 
ability of  material  and  the  output  of 
ordnance  factories.  A  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed which   heard  evidence  not  only 
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from   the  contractors  and    the  Director 
General  of  Ordnance  and  those  who  serve 
under  him,  but  also  from  very  nearly  all 
the  principal  manufacturers  in  this  coun- 
try ;  so  we  had  before  us  evidence  which 
had  to  be  sifted  and  examined  if  we  were 
to  hope  for  any  proper  solution  of  this 
very  difficult  problem  of  providing  a  re- 
serve of  stores.     We  propose  to  complete 
the  equipment  for   horse  artillery,  field 
and  siege  artillery,  and   to  increase  the 
reserve  of  ammunition    for    these  guns. 
The  calculations  have  been  made  for  the 
addition  to  the  establishment  of  the  Arm? 
of  something  like  25,000  men.      There 
will     be    complete    equipment    for   the 
artillery  and   a  reserve  of  one  batterr 
to    every    four  on    the     establishment 
There   will    be    machine    guns  for   the 
infantry    battalions    and    a    reserve  of 
25   per    cent,    of    guns    and    carriages. 
Now   I   come  to    the    ordnance    store*. 
What  are  they?       The  accoutrements) 
saddlery    and  harness,   and  all  that  is 
necessary  for  an  army  in  the  field.    That 
has  been  calculated  on-  the  basis  that  we 
should  have  a  reserve  sufficient  to  main- 
tain in  the  field  for  six  months  a  force  of 
three  army  corps,  or  135,000  men.     We 
might  have  an  outbreak  of  influenza  in  a 
cavalry  regiment,  and  the  whole  of  the 
harness  might  become  infected.     Where, 
therefore,  certain  stores  are  subjected  to 
higher  risk,  a  higher  rate  of  reserve  has 
been  calculated,   and    in   respect  of  the 
ordnance  stores  for  the   force    I   have 
named  a  reserve  will  be  provided  for  the 
whole  establishment.     As   to    clothing, 
the  reserve  is  calculated  on  the  basis  that 
there  should  be  sufficient  to  put  into  the 
field    and  maintain  for  six    months  in 
the  field  the  force  I  have  named,  and 
beyond  that  there  should  be  a  reserve  of 
six  months  clothing  for  the  whole  Army 
as  a  working  margin,  since  the  clothing  is 
to  be  distributed  at  many  different  plaices. 
It  is  not  possible  to  secure  a  reserve  of 
clothing    unless    you    can    secure   uni- 
formity in  clothing,  and  that  is  why  the 
Government  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  British  Army  will  have  to  have 
one  working  dress  for  all  branches  and 
regiments  of  the  service.     Until  itwaa 
possible  to  do  that,  and  it  has  been  found 
possible  only  owing  to  this  war,  it  would 
have  been  insanity  to  pile  up  reserves  of 
clothing  of  a  pattern  which  no  army  would 
under     any     conceivable    circumstances 
put  on  when  it  was  called  upon  to  fight 
I  think  that  is  all  I  need  say  about  this 
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reserve  of  stores.  With  certain  not  very 
luge  alterations  we  have  made  in  the 
Arsenal,  in  the  way  of  shifting  the 
"  danger  n  buildings  away  from  the  other 
sheds  and  so  forth,  the  total  provision  for 
these  reserves  of  stores  would  come  to 
something  like  £4,692,7 11.  I  would  like 
the  Committee  to  concentrate  their  atten- 
tion on  this  question  of  the  reserve  of 
stores — ordnance  stores  and  clothing — 
for  a  force  of  the  size  which  I  have 
named.  Naturally  we  cannot  sp<md  that 
sum  all  at  once.     It  will  take  some  three 

EiTs  to  spend  a  sum  of  that  magnitude. 
t  in  this  Vote  and  in  the  grant  of 
money  allocated  for  4*7  guns,  which  can- 
not be  spent  before  February,  we  have 
enough  to  push  ahead  at  a  very  rapid 
rate  ;  and  we  intend  to  push  ahead  at  a 
very  rapid  rate  unless  the  Committee 
should  refuse  us  Parliamentary  sanction. 
I  cannot  expect  such  a  vote  from  this 
Committee.  We  are  often  urged  to  fix 
responsibility  upon  individuals  or  upon 
bodies.  It  is  very  ea3y  to  fix  responsi- 
bility here.  The  Director  General  of 
Ordnance,  who  has  made  his  calculations 
and  submitted  them,  is  not  responsible  if 
they  are  rejected.  The  Army  Board  and 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  have  en- 
dorsed them,  are  not  responsible;  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  submitted  them  to 
the  Exchequer  is  not  responsible ;  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  has 
most  liberally  undertaken  to  make  the 
necessary  provision,  can  never  be  held 
responsible.  The  only  people  who  will 
be  held  responsible  if  this  policy  is  not 
endorsed  is  the  Committee  of  this  House. 
I  do  submit  to  the  Committee  that  it 
should  endorse  the  liberal  policy  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  It  is  true 
that  one  Parliament  cannot  bind  another. 
But  I  ask  the  Committee  to  treat  the 
Army  in  this  matter  as  well  as  it  treats 
the  Navy.  The  Navy  is  allowed  by  Votes 
upon  Estimates  to  begin  services  which 
cannot  be  completed  until  after  a  period 
of  years.  How  can  we  ex  pact  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  to  fix  their  plant 
and  their  staff  at  a  number  which  will 
supply  the  needs  of  the  Empire  in  time 
of  crisis  unless  we  can  go  to  them  with 
some  continuous  policy  ?  Are  we  to  force 
them  in  the  future  as  we  have  forced 
them  in  the  past  to  look  not  to  the  needs 
of  their  own  Empire,  but  to  adventitious 
orders  from  South  American  Republics  or 
barbarous  States  ?  That  is  the  question. 
Unless  you  provide  for  the  expansibility 


of  output  in  a  trade  when  the  day  of 
national  crises  comes  this  country  will  be 
unprepared.  I  respectfully  submit  this 
proposal  in  addition  to  the  Estimates, 
and  I  trust  the  Committee  will  unani- 
mously endorse  the  policy  which  hag  been 
adopted  by  the  Government.  I  beg  to 
move. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  The  hon.  Member 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is 
such  a  favourite  with  the  House  that  I 
am  sure  the  Committee  will  welcome  him 
in  a  new  character.  He  has  spoken 
to-night  so  exclusively  upon  finance  that 
I  almost  thought  I  was  listening  to  the 
annual  Budget  speech,  and  I  am  sure  if 
in  course  of  time  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  desires  to  change  his  office  for 
another,  we  should  find  in  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber a  fit  successor.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  that  we  should  concentrate  our 
attention  especially  on  the  question  of  the 
reserves  of  warlike  stores.  There  cer- 
tainly can  be  no  one  in  the  House  who 
attaches  greater  importance  than  I  do  to 
the  arrangements  for  a  proper  reserve  of 
warlike  stores  ;  but  we  shall  have  all  next 
week  in  which  hon.  Members  who  are 
greatly  interested  in  finance  will  be  able 
to  discuss  the  financial  aspects  of  the  pro- 
posals now  before  the  House,  whereas 
to-night  is  the  only  opportunity  we  shall 
have  during  this  session  for  discussing 
military  problems,  and  to-night  is  the 
proper  occasion  for  so  doing.  The  hon. 
Member,  in  his  very  lucid  statement,  was 
guilty  of  a  few  omissions,  although,  of 
course,  he  said  he  would  be  glad  to  deal 
with  any  questions  which  might  arise  in 
the  course  of  the  debate.  I  ventured  to 
ask  him  across  the  House  whether 
there  were  any  savings  upon  several 
of  the  heads  upon  which  money  was 
taken  in  connection  with  the  emergency 
proposals  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
war,  because  the  War  Office,  like  the 
Admiralty,  has  the  power  to  divert,  with 
the  leave  of  the  Treasury,  savings  from 
one  head  to  another,  and  money  which  we 
have  voted  for  one  purpose  may  be 
devoted  to  another. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  referred  to  one  case  of  that 
character. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  asked  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  the  statement  the  hon. 
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Member  made  as  to  an  excess  of  £500,000 
on  the  emergency  Volunteer  proposal.  But 
has  there  not  been  a  large  saving  on  that 
head  in  respect  of  the  Royal  Reserve 
battalions  ?  Has  anything  like  the  amount 
voted  by  this  Committee  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  been  spent  for  the  pay  and 
other  expenses  of  the  Royal  Reserve 
battalions  %  The  hon.  Gentleman  appeared 
to  draw  some  distinction  between  the 
proposals  which  the  Government  make 
to  the  Committee  and  the  proposals  which 
the  Committee  agree  to.  He  told  us  that 
the  responsibility  in  these  matters  did  not 
lie  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  even 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  with  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Our  complaint  in  the  past  has  always 
been — and  I  think  with  truth — that  while 
the  Committee  of  this  House  was  willing 
to  grant  all  that  was  asked  for,  and  never 
refused  anything  that  was  asked  for 
by  the  responsible  Government  for  the 
safety  of  the  country,  the  proposals 
made  by  the  Government  were  often 
inadequate.  I  desire  to  ask  also  whether 
the  hon.  Member  can  give  us  to-night 
some  information  a  little  more  definite 
and  a  little  more  reassuring  than  the 
perfunctory  answers  which  have  been 
given  in  both  Houses  with  regard  to  the 
condition  in  which  the  Royal  Reserve 
battalions  have  stood.  We  have  eyes 
ourselves,  and  many  Members  have  looked 
at  these  things  for  themselves,  and  seen 
the  Royal  Reserve  battalions  in  Ireland, 
at  Aldershot,  and  in  London.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  men  wore  left  to 
loaf,  they  were  not  supplied  with  clothing 
or  arms,  and  they  were  not  in  a  condition 
to  do  their  work  or  to  help  in  the  ordi- 
nary drill.  These  notorious  facts  have 
not  been  admitted  with  the  frankness 
with  which  they  might  have  been.  We 
are  all  familiar  with  the  well-known  case 
of  an  Irish  cavalry  Reserve  regiment  which 
was  left  until  June  without  any  of  the  neces- 
saries of  a  cavalry  regiment,  so  that  drill 
was  impossible.  These  occurrences  have 
proved  the  wisdom  of  hon.  Members  who 
expressed  grave  doubts  as  to  this  Royal 
Reserve  battalion  system  for  which  we 
voted  so  enormous  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
original  Estimates  of  the  year.  Another 
point  upon  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
not,  I  think,  been  frank  with  the  House, 
but  with  which  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
deal  later  on,  is  the  question  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department.  There  is  an 
enormous  Vote  here  for  that  Department, 

Sir  C/uirles  DiUce. 


but  the  hon.  Member  has  not  said  one 
word  with  regard  to  it.  Considering  the 
interest  taken  bv  the  House  lately  in  this 
subject,  I  think  he  ought  to  have  ex- 
plained to  us  what  proportion  of  the 
Vote  is  for  China,  what  proportion  is  for 
South  Africa,  and  to  what  the  South 
African  proportion  is  intended  to  he 
devoted.  It  is  easy  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  vote  large  sums  of  money 
for  the  Army  Medical  Department,  but 
the  utility  of  voting  those  sums  and  the 
possibility  by  their  means  of  coping 
with  difficulties  such  as  have  recently 
arisen  is  another  matter.  There  is  no 
ground  for  wandering  about  the  world  in 
search  of  the  actual  facts.  The  facts  are 
now  officially  admitted.  It  is  admitted 
that  in  recent  operations  the  Amy 
Medical  Department  transport  has  been 
cut  down  to  one-fifth  of  the  regulation 
allowance,  and  under  these  circumstances 
the  scandals  which  have  arisen  have  been 
but  the  necessary  result  of  the  course 
which  was  taken — a  course  which  had 
never  previously  been  taken  by  the  great 
military  nations,  and  which  has  not  been 
taken  oven  under  circumstances  of  the 
most  extreme  pressure  by  Germany. 
Another  point  to  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man omitted  to  allude  is  the  question  of 
the  additional  gratuities  which  may  have 
to  be  given.  I  do  not  know  whether 
money  is  being  taken  for  that  purpose  or 
not,  but  the  Government  are  pledged  by 
the  statement  they  made  after  the 
unanimous  vote  of  this  House  on  the  sub- 
ject to  do  their  utmost  in  the  direction  of 
an  extension  to  the  Army  of  the  principle* 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
The  Government  said  they  could  not 
carry  out  the  actual  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion, but  they  promised  to  act  in  that 
direction,  and  to  make  a  very  consider- 
able increase  of  the  allowances,  especially 
to  the  widow  in  cases  of  death.  There  is 
another  matter  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  mentioned  except  incident- 
ally. He  is  taking  money  on  this  Vote 
for  transport  to  take  the  white  forces 
l>ack  to  India,  but  he  has  not  told  us  at 
what  date  the  Government  hope  to  re- 
store those  troops  to  India.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  the  Government 
pledged  themselves  that  it  would  be  the 
first  duty  to  replace  the  white  forces.  I 
understand  that  that  arrangement  con- 
tinues, and  therefore,  as  troops  are  with- 
drawn from  Africa  as  occasion  arises,  the 
Indian  forces  will  be  the  first  to  be  with- 
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drawn.  But  the  objections  which  many 
of  ub  entertained  to  drawing  so  largely 
upon  India  continue ;  they  have  not  lost 
force  in  the  time  which  has  elapsed.  The 
■tate  of  things  on  the  Afghan  frontier,  for 
instance,  is  not  such  at  the  present  time 
as  to  permit  with  safety  such  a  great 
diminution  of  white  troops  in  India  as 
has  taken  place  in  connection  with  this 
war.  The  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  very 
interesting  statement  to  the  Committee 
with  regard  to  one  item  in  the  accounts 
he  has  placed  before  us  concerning  the 
rolling  stock.  I  understand  that  this 
rolling  stock  is  to  take  the  place  of  rolling 
stock  which  may  have  been  worn  during 
the  war.  There  is  a  fact  in  connection 
with  that  which  I  think  is  not  well  known 
to  the  Committee — namely,  that  we  have 
paid  throughout  this  war  the  fare  of  every 
soldier  or  horse  conveyed  by  the  Cape 
Bailway.  No  soldier  has  been  allowed  to 
be  moved,  even  under  the  most  pressing 
circumstances,  in  the  course  of  the  mili- 
tary operations  without  the  money  being 
paid,  so  that  this  wear  and  tear  of  rolling 
stock  has  already  been  paid  for,  and  it 
may  be  urged  after  the  war  that  in 
replacing    this     rolling    stock    we    are 

? tying  twice  over  on  this  point. 
he  hon.  Gentleman  has  deprecated  the 
raising  of  questions  of  strategy  during  the 
war,  and  he  has  repeated  what  he  said  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  session  as  to  the  un- 
wisdom of  debating  such  subjects  during 
die  progress  of  the  war.  But  I  would 
point  out  that  this  is  the  only  occasion  we 
shall  have  for  asking  questions  and  call- 
ing attention  to  certain  matters  as  to 
which  we  have  no  knowledge  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  although  such  knowledge 
necessarily  bears  upon  the  future  re- 
organisation of  the  Army.  They  are 
matters  upon  which  we  cannot  press  for 
knowledge  at  any  given  moment,  but  we 
must  point  out  the  danger  there  is,  if 
we  leave  these  matters  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  that  that 
moment  may  never  come.  In  the  first 
debate  on  this  subject  in  the  present 
session  some  of  us  called  attention  to 
the  successive  checks  and  reverses,  in 
many  of  which  we  have  left  prisoners 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Frequent 
questions  have  been  put  about  them  in 
the  House.  This  war  has  been  marked,  as 
everybody  knows,  in  a  most  extraordinary 
and  entirely  unprecedented  degree,  as  far 
as  the  British  Army  is  concerned,  by  the 
frequency  of  surrenders  of    small   posts 


and  unwounded  prisoners.  When  we 
called  attention  to  these  matters  in 
February  last  there  had  been  two 
armoured  trains,  with  two  guns  and  100 
men;  300  men  of  the  18th  Hussars  and 
mounted  infantry  were  captured  after 
Glencoe;  six  companies  were  taken  at 
Nicholson's  Nek;  then  there  was  Far- 
quhar's  Farm.  There  was  also  the 
Stormberg  reverse,  with  the  loss  of  two. 
guns  and  over  600  men  ;  and  there  were 
the  operations  of  Lord  Methuen  and 
Sir  Redvers  Buller,  who  lost  eleven  guns 
and  800  men,  besides  the  disaster  to  the* 
Suffolks.  The  same  thing  has  continued 
since,  and  there  is  a  necessity  that  at 
some  time  or  another  we  should  know, 
for  the  sake  of  the  future  training  and 
lecruiting  of  the  Army,  where  the  blame, 
is  to  be  fixed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Hear,  hear! 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  The  greatest 
writer  who  has  written  on  military  ques- 
tions has  said — 

14  Artillery  and  prisoners  are  at  all  time* 
regarded  as  the  true  trophies  of  victory  as  well 
as  its  measure,  because  through  these  things, 
its  extent  is  declared  beyond  a  doubt.  Even* 
the  degree  of  moral  superiority  may  be  better 
judged  by  them  than  by  any  other  relation." 

During  this  war  we  have  in  an  extraordi- 
nary number  of  cases  lost  unwounded. 
prisoners  to  the  enemy,  which  must  be 
the  result  of  the  grossest  mismanagement, 
or  must  bear  essentially  on  our  system  of 
recruiting.  We  have  also  failed  to 
capture  the  guns  of  the  enemy  in  the 
same  degree  as  they  have  captured  ours,, 
which  snows  a  defect  in  the  conduct 
of  the  operations  of  our  cavalry.  On  the 
10th  Mayt  a  Conservative  Member  of 
this  House  asked  a  question  which  led  to. 
an  exchange  of  views  upon  this  subject, 
across  the  floor  of  the  House,  which  was. 
considered  thoroughly  satisfactory  at  the 
time,  but  which  seems  to  have  become  a. 
little  weak  ever  since.  In  a  question  on. 
the  10th  May,  as  in  a  question  to-night,, 
reference  was  made  to  previous  cases  of 
surrender,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  said  that  by  the  Queen's 
regulations  a  court  of  inquiry  in  every 
case  would  be  held  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  return  of  the  prisoners  to  duty. 
In  that  case  the  Under  Secretary 
answered     "yes,"    but    in    answer    to 

t  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates^  Vol.. 
lxxxii.,  page  1,235. 
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a  similar  question  to-night  he  has 
been  less  clear.  He  has  stated 
that  some  sort  of  inquiry  is  to  be  held, 
but  I  begin  to  fear  that  unless  the  Com- 
mittee presses  the  Government  we  have 
no  security  that  these  matters  will  really 
be  probed  to  the  bottom  at  some  time. 
These  prisoners  returned  to  their  duty  in 
June.  In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  a 
particular  surrender  of  Yeomanry,  the 
Under  Secretary  said  that  an  inquiry 
could  not  be  held  because  the  prisoners 
had  not  been  recovered.  In  the  case  of 
the  vast  majority  of  prisoners  at  Pre- 
toria they  returned  to  duty  and  had 
been  employed  in  war  since.  Some  of 
them  had  been  captured  again,  not  by  their 
own  fault,  but  because  they  were  armed 
with  an  inferior  rifle.     On  the  10th  Mav 


everything  already  because  there  bad 
been  no  censorship  of  letters.  He  spoke 
of  the  correspondence,  and  when  some- 
body asked  him  a  question  about  censor- 
ship he  said  there  was  no  censorship  of 
letters.  But  surely  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  aware  that  in  many  parts  of  the 
theatre  of  war  there  has  been  a  very 
strict  censorship  of  letters. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  was  a  cen- 
sorship of  letters  for  a  time ;  but  since 
February  there  has  been  no  censorship  at 
all  of  press  letters  from  the  front. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  There  was  a 
censorship  on  letters  from  Ladysmith  till 
February,  at  any  rate  ;  and  while  every- 
body knew  exactly    what   happened  it 


last  the  Under  Secretary  was  asked  what    Nicnolson's  Nek  on  "  mournful  Monday," 
form  the  inquiry  would  take,  and  he  used   no  one  knows  what  happened  on  the 


these  words — 


will  be 


day  at  Farquhar's  Farm,  simply  because 
of  the  censorship.  We  know  that  the 
troops  were  afterwards  shut  up  in  Lady- 
smith,  and  during  the  siege  every  letter 
had  to  be  posted  open. 


"  In  the  first  instance  the  inquiry 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  the  theatre  of 
war." 

I  confess  I  gathered  from  that  that  the 

matter  would  afterwards  be  reviewed  by 

the  Government,  and  the  country  would  be 

informed  of  the  result,  if  it  was  thought  t  of  the  late  Mr.  Steevens  censored  t 

safe,  in  order  that  we  might  have  that  know- : 

ledge  which  has   so  essential  a  bearing  i    *SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  Experienced 

upon  the  training  of  the  Army.     Instead  ■  correspondents  like  the  late  Mr.  Steevens 

of  using  the  words  "  in  the  first  instance  "   and  Mr.  Bennett  Burleigh  knew  what  they 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Were  the  letters 


might  write  at  a  given  time.      Bat  all 
letters  were  posted  open  during  the  siege 
■  of    Ladysmith,   and    consequently   they 
were  read  by  the  censor,   and  passages 
1  were  struck  out.     I  do  not  pretend  tossy 
:  that  that  was  an  improper  practice  in  t 
besieged  town,  but  that  throws  greater 
responsibility  upon  us  at  a  later  stage  to 
was  |  see  that  these  lessons  are  not  lost,  and 
i  that  we  should  face  the  facts.     Some  of 
i  the  facts  did  get  out.     A  very  admirable 
I  only  want !  letter  appeared  in  the  Calcutta Englishman 
having  this  i  on  24th  April  after  the  censorship  had 
been  removed.    Alluding  to  what  passed 
at  Farquhar's  Farm  on  "  mournful  Mon- 
day "  the  Calcutta  Englishman  says — 

"  One  cannot  speak  too  strong!  v  on  the  sub- 
*SlR  CHARLES  DILKE :  We   do  not  i  ject.      To  remain  silent    .    .    1    .iter  ow 

want  to  worrv  Lord  Roberts  and  inter-  i  «!*"•■»««•  in  South   Africa  is   to  court  i 

national  disaster. 


and  "at  the  end  of  the  war,"  which 
were  used  on  the  10th  May,  they  have 
assumed  that  some  sort  of  inquiry  may 
have  been  held  without  anybody  knowing 
anything  about  it. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  misunderstands  the  nature  of 
my  answers.  My  answer  to-day 
that  we  have  not  the  information. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE : 
to  enforce  the  necessity  of 
information  at  some  time  or  other. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Hear,  hear  ! 


fere  with  his  discretion  in  any  way,  but  • 
we  do  want  to  be  quite  certain  that  sooner 
or  later  we  shall  have  these  facts  before 
us.  The  Leader  of  the  House  the  other 
day,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  appeared  : 
to  think  that  substantially  no  great  harm 
had  been  done  by  the  censorship,  and  he 
seemed  to  think  that  the  country  knew , 

Sir  Charks  Dilke. 


I  should  not  quote  those  words  unless  I 
entirely  agreed  with  them,  and  I  m»V* 
that  statement  after  having  seen  several 
officers  who  share  my  view,  and  after 
having  had  the  advantage  of  reading  the 
letters  of  two  officers  concerned  in  these 
operations,   who  were  afterwards  killed, 
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and  whose  letters  have  come  home  since. 
What  occurred  there  is  a  matter 
which  it  is  essential  to  investigate 
in  order  that  we  should  know  the 
truth,    for   it   has  an  essential    bearing 

2 ion  the  training  and  the  recruiting  of 
e  Army ;  and  further,  it  is  one  of  those 
eases  which,  if  not  kept  in  view,  might 
possibly  escape  attention,  because  it  is  not 
a  case  of  the  surrender  of  unwounded 
prisoners.  These  facts  bear  not  only  upon 
the  general  training  of  the  officers  and 
itaf£  but  also  upon  the  power  of  handling 
troops  of  all  arms  and  upon  the  necessity 
of  not  isolating  detachments  of  infantry 
without  any  guns  or  cavalry.  Upon  such 
matters  as  scouting  and  entrenching,  the 
failure  of  our  troops  has  been  officially 
admitted.  The  House  will  remember 
that  at  Spion  Kop  in  order  to  entrench 
it  was  necessary  to  send  for  the  Royal 
Engineers — a  thing  which  could  not  have 
happened  in  any  other  Army.  The  Under 
Secretary  was  asked  to-night  a  question 
with  regard  to  the  great  loss  of  prisoners 
which  has  continued  since  the  war  was 
said  to  have  come  virtually  to  an  end. 
Since  our  last  discussion  upon  the  subject 
there  have  been  constant  instances  of  this 
kind  There  was  a  surrender  of  convoys 
in  February  and  in  March,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  31st  March  at  Koorn  Spruit 
or  Sanna's  Post,  which  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  seven  guns  and  over  400  men. 
The  incident  at  Sanna's  Post  shows  the 
way  in  which,  unless  constant  pressure  is 
kept  up  here,  information  is  forgotten  to 
be  given.  We  have  had  very  full  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  the  successful  por- 
tion of  that  operation;  four  Victoria 
Crosses  have  been  most  properly  given 
for  conspicuous  gallantry,  and  the  account 
of  that  gallantry  is  rightly  given.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  necessary  that  we 
should  know  how  it  came  that  there  was 
such  an  extraordinary  deficiency  of 
scouting  and  military  knowledge  as  to 
have  led  to  so  unprecedented  a  result. 
Then  there  was  Reddersburg  and  400 
men ;  in  May  there  was  a  squadron  of 
Bethune's  Horse  with  a  Maxim ;  in  May 
also  there  was  the  surprise  of  Sir  Charles 
Warren — a  surprise  which  cannot  be 
alluded  to  without  remembering  that  Sir 
Charles  Warren  was  an  officer  who  had 
been  given  high  command  without  having 
had  any  recent  military  experience,  and 
an  officer  in  a  position  so  high  that  I  take 
it — I  am  not  sure  of  this,  but  I  take  it  in 
accordance  with  precedent — that  his  ap- 
pointment was  a  Cabinet  appointment. 
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Sir  Charles  Warren  was  probably  em- 
ployed in  South  Africa  on  the  strength  of 
his  successful  Bechuanaland  Expedition. 
But  that  was  an  expedition  in  which  not 
a  shot  was  fired,  and  the  surprise  of  Sir 
Charles  Warren  in  May  is  a  matter  which 
deserves  inquiry.  Then  there  was  the 
surrender  in  June  on  two  occasions  of 
Yeomanry,  alluded  to  to-night  in  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wands- 
worth. Then,  also  in  June,  there  was  a 
convoy  with  160  Highlanders  and  the  sur- 
render of  the  Derbyshire  Militia — a  sur- 
render which  seems  to  me  to  reflect  great 
discredit  upon  someone  concerned  with 
the  staff  arrangements  there.  To  send  a 
regiment  of  Militia  by  themselves  without 
guns  to  occupy  a  position  in  face  of  an 
active  enemy  seems  to  me  really  to  court 
disaster.  A  matter  of  this  kind,  which 
is  almost  without  precedent,  does  seem  to 
me  to  require  attention.  On  the  14th 
June  there  was  the  most  distressful  inci- 
dent of  all,  because  it  led  to  a  repetition 
at  Pretoria  of  those  hardships  which  had 
been  experienced  by  the  army  at  Bloem- 
fontein.  We  all  know  what  the  hard- 
ships at  Bloemfontein  have  been,  and  they 
have  been  repeated  at  Pretoria.  I  do  not 
say  they  have  been  repeated  in  all  their 
incidents,  but  repeated  as  regards  lack  of 
food  and  extreme  pressure  and  strain. 
The  incident  I  refer  to  is  the  capture  of 
the  mail  train  and  sixty  men  on  the  14th 
June,  when  there  was  a  destruction  of  an 
immense  amount  of  ammunition,  of  the 
whole  of  the  mails  for  a  very  lone  period, 
and  of  the  warm  clothing  of  the  men. 
I  imagine  that  money  was  also  captured 
on  that  occasion,  because  it  is  undoubtedly 
the  case  that  the  troops  at  Pretoria  went 
without  their  pay  for  some  time,  which  is 
most  unusual  in  the  British  Army.  Then 
in  July  came  Nitral's  Nek.  The  affair  at 
Nitral's  Nek  is  a  very  remarkable  occur- 
rence of  a  wholly  different  kind  from 
others  we  have  known.  The  case  of 
Nitral's  Nek  is  almost  the  only  one  in 
which  there  was  a  detachment  of  all  arms 
captured.  There  were  a  squadron  of 
cavalry,  two  guns,  Royal  Horse  Artillery, 
a  number  of  mounted  infantry,  and  a 
number  of  infantry  in  this  surrender.  The 
two  last  incidents,  about  which  at  present 
we  know  nothing,  are  the  surrender 
of  the  supply  train  with  100  men  and 
the  surrender  of  another  supply  train  with 
200  Welsh  Fusiliers.  This  is  a  distress- 
ing catalogue,  but  it  is  a  catalogue  to  which 
we  must  not  shut  our  eyes.  It  is  a  cata- 
logue known  in  every  country  in  the 
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world,  and  written  about  by  every  military  I  told  the  truth  in  regard  to  these  matters 
writer  in  the  world.  The  facts  must  be  j  before  interest  in  them  has  gone  we  shall 
fully  inquired  into ;    they   must   not  be  i  be  able  to  take  the  lessons  to  our  hearts. 


hid ;  their  bearing  on  the  character  of  the 
training  of  our  Army  must  be  ascertained. 
The  only  point  as  to  which  at  the  present 


There  need  be  no  asperity  between  the 
War  Office  and  its  critics  upon  these  sub- 
jects.    One  of  the  great  testimonies  to 


moment  I  should  like  to  ask  a  question,  j  the  ability  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
arising  out  of  the  recent  surrenders,  con- 1  State  for  War  is  the  fact  that,  while  we 
cerns  the  horses — the  remounts.  The  j  may  have  our  differences  with  his  Secre- 
Under  Secretary  made  a  very  full  state-  tary  of  State,  when  he  speaks  in  this 
ment  with  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  I  House  we  are  always  inclined  to  believe 
the  Government  in  the  matter  of  remounts  j  that  he  really  agrees  with  us  beforehand, 
some  months  ago.  While  it  was  un-  and  that  we  should  be  in  a  better  position 
doubtedly  most  difficult  to  get  horses  up  '  if  he  had  his  way.  I  do  not  know  whether 
to  Blocmfontein  when  there  was  great ,  that  is  so  or  not,  but  he  gives  us  that 
trouble  on  the  lines  of  communication,  impression,  and  we  always  speak  with  the 
and  while  now  it  may  be  very  difficult  to  feeling  that  we  are  speaking  to  one  of  our- 
get  horses  up  to  Pretoria — I  believe  that  selves.  I  do  not  wish  to  attack  him  in 
at  this  moment  the  cavalry  and  mounted   any  way  ;  we  are  all  anxious  to  train  the 


infantry  at  Pretoria  have  only  one-fourth 
of    their    proper    number  of    horses — it 


Army    for  war.     We   believe  that  the 
Army  has  not  been  properly  trained  for 


i 


would  seem  on  the  face  of  things  that !  war  in  the  past,   and   I  doubt   myself 
there  ought  now  to  be  no  difficulty   in  |  whether  it  is  being  properly  so  trained  at 
having  a  full  supply  in  the  Orange  River  j  the  present  moment  at  Aldershot  Camp. 
Colony.     Yet,  if  there  had   been  a  full  j  I  am  bound  to  say  from  what  I  haie 
supply  in  the  Orange  River  Colony,  it ,  heard  from  far  better  authorities  than  I 
would  not  have  been  necessary  to  send    can  pretend  to  be  that  I  very  much  doubt 
the  Derbyshire  Militia  without  guns  and  '  whether  the  training  at  Aldershot  Camp 
without     cavalry,     arid     probably     the  ]  even  in  this  critical  year  has  been  of  a 
disasters  on  the  lines  of  communication  |  nature    really  to  prepare  the  Army  for    j 
would  have  been  avoided.     I  should  like  :  war.     We  are  all  determined  that  the 
information  on  that  point.     The  foreign  I  training  should  be  better  in  the  future.    j 
writers  who  have  written  on  these  sur- \  After  Lord  Roberts  and  the  men  who    \ 
renders  have  not,  as  a  rule,  been  unpre-  [  have  been  of  the  most  assistance  to  him 
judiced  men  ;  and  they  have  not  in  all ,  on  the  staff  have  come  home  we  «h»Jl  be 
cases  been  the  best  men  in  their  various  '  able  to   back  them   in  any  efforts  they 
services,  but  there  have  been  among  them  \  may  make  for  improving  the  training  of 
two  men  of  very  considerable  standing,  j  the  Army  for  war ;  but  we  shall  back  them 
one    of    whom,  General   Von  Blume,  is  |  only  if  we  have  full  knowledge,  not  if  we 
peculiarly   competent    to   write    on    the  I  are  left  in  a  condition  of   ignorance.   I 
subject.       He      was      Moltke's    second  |  have  two  practical  suggestions  to  throw 
assistant,     he     was      an     assistant      in    out  on  that  subject.     I  hope  Lord  Roberts 
strategy,    he    wrote    a    great    book    on  \  will  not  be  employed  upon  civil  duty  and 
the    operations    of    the    German     army    so  kept  from  giving  us  the  full  benefit  of 
from  Sedan,  and  he  has  written  recently  i  the  enormous  knowledge  and  the  experi- 
the  greatest  of  modern  books  on  strategy,  i  ence  he  has  acquired  with  regard  to  the 
General  Von  Blume  has  answered  conclu- .  training  of  the  British  Army,  but  that  he 
sively   what  he   calls  "  the  conventional    may  be    asked  by   the    Government  to 
lie  "  that  these  troubles  of  ours  have  been   write  a  general  Report  upon  the  points  in 
due  to   new  conditions  of  warfare.     He  ;  regard  to  which  he  thinks  the  war  has  shown 
points  out  the  reasons  which  induce  him  ;  defects  in  the  training  and  constitution 
to  believe  that  every  difficulty  could  have    of  our  Army  and  the  respects  in  which 
been  foreseen,  that  there  was  nothing  we    he  thinks  it  may  be  improved — how  and 
ought  not  to  have  expected,  and  that  the  i  why.     In  addition  to    that  I  hope  the 
mistakes  which  have  been  made,  and  have  ■  Government  will  propose  to  the  House — 
had   the    results  I  have  described,  have  j  which  never  refuses,  as  the  Under  Secre- 
been  mistakes   on   immutable    and  per-  j  tary  seemed  to  think  it  might,  the  pro- 
manent  principles,  and  not  because  of  any-  :  posals  of  the  War  Office — a  large  contri- 
thing  new  or  peculiar  in  the  present  war.    bution  to  the  expenses  of  the  Intelligence 
We  are  a  military  nation  and  have  the  j  Department  for  a  military  history  of  the 
military  spirit,  and  I  Relieve  ft  vra  ax*  hjsx.    TLVy*  ^*s&.  <su\nat  be  undertaken 
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on  the  funds  at  present  allocated;  it 
etnnot  be  done  rapidly  until  there  is  a 
special  Vote  for  the  purpose.  I  would 
suggest  there  should  be  a  Vote  of  £10,000 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  that  which  no 
private  individual  can  do — of  making, 
with  full  knowledge,  a  history  of  the  war 
as  sound  and  as  frank  as  the  Prussian 
official  history  of  the  war  of  1870-71— a 
history  brought  out  rapidly  instead  of 
years  afterwards,  when  all  interest  in  the 
mbject  has  evaporated  except  to  students. 
I  believe  such  a  work  would  do  much 
towards  bringing  about  the  end  we  all 
desire — namely,  that  at  the  termination 
of  the  war  we  should  not  lose  the  whole 
of  the  benefit  of  its  lessons  in  mere 
congratulation. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  desire 
to  call  attention  very  briefly  to  the  re- 
markable policy  of  concealment  adopted 
by  the  Government  in  reference  to  one 
or  two  very  important  matters  at  the 
seat  of  war  during  the  last  few  months. 
I  altogether  fail  to  understand  a  policy 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  Chinese  and 
ostrich-like,  and  which,  while  making  un- 
popular in  the  country  a  Government 
which,  in  my  opinion,  deserves  the  sup- 
port of  the  nation,  is  doing  no  good 
whatever.  I  have  heard  of  people 
running  their  heads  against  brick  walls, 
hut  until  now  I  never  knew  people  to 
erect  the  brick  wall  to  run  their  heads 
against  as  the  War  Office  have  done  in 
this  particular  matter.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Donegal,  a  little  while 
ago,  put  a  question  to  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  in  reference  to  one  of 
these  occurrences  to  which  reference 
has  been  made,  and  he  was  told  that 
no  information  was  available.  I,  with 
some  temerity  perhaps,  ventured  to  put  a 
supplementary  question  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  was  told  that  nobody 
knew  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
except  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the 
headquarters  staff.  That  showed  at 
once  to  my  mind  how  badly  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  served  by  his  friends 
and  subordinates.  Everybody  who 
knows  anything  about  a  camp  knows 
that  it  is  the  home  of  all  sorts  of 
rumours  and  stories ;  it  is  impossible  to 
conceal  anything  in  a  camp ;  and  yet  we 
are  told  that  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  men  in  South  Africa  do  not  know 
what  I  know  to  be  common  knowledge. 
If  there  is  one  thing  in  which  the  British 
private  soldier  takes  the  keenest  possible 


interest  more  than  another  it  is  in  what 
his  generals  and  officers  are  doing ;  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  takes  up  a  consider- 
able portion  of  his  speech  with  references 
to  the  question  of  stores  and  equipment  1 
That  very  question  makes  me  very  doubt- 
ful as  to  the  possibility  of  the  Army  or 
the  War  Office  being  reformed  within  any 
reasonable  time  by  the  present  Secretary 
for  War.  What  did  the  Secretary  for 
War  tell  the  country  the  other  day  ?  He 
said  that  the  stores  and  equipment  were 
not  sufficiently  maintained.  Again,  he 
said  three  months  ago  at  a  public  meeting 
that  he  was  struck  by  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  considerable  deficiency,  amounting 
to  four  and  a  half  millions.     This  is  a 

fentleman  who  is  no  irresponsible  critic, 
[e  has  been  at  the  War  Office  for  five 
years,  and  has  been  able  to  do  absolutely 
what  he  liked.  When  he  took  up  the 
fiddle,  the  rest  had  to  dance  to  his  music 
until  he  had  finished.  And  he  comes  to 
Parliament  at  the  eleventh  hour  and  says 
that  he  is  aware  that  the  stores  and 
equipment  are  deficient !  How  can  we 
expect  anything  from  a  statesman,  the 
Secretary  for  War,  who  is  so  absolutely 
unprepared  for  circumstances  which  must 
occur,  as  Lord  Lansdowne  has  shown  him- 
self to  be  in  this  matter?  The  Under 
Secretary  for  War  told  us  about  the 
system,  and  he  said  he  hoped  in  future  to- 
put  as  much  into  the  system  of  reserve 
stores  and  equipments  as  he  took  out  of 
it.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  that 
ought  to  have  been  done  during  the  last 
six  years,  and  not  to  have  thought  of  it 
at  the  last  moment.  To  the  Secretary  for 
War,  and  those  higher  than  he,  we  look 
for  the  reorganisation  of  the  War  Office. 
The  noble  Marquess  the  head  of  the- 
Government  told  us  the  other  day  that 
the  defence  of  the  country  was  not  the 
business  of  the  War  Office,  and  he  pro- 
posed to  hand  it  over  to  the  Grand 
Councillors  of  the  Primrose  League. 
Then  we  were  told  that  Lord  Lansdowne 
proposed  to  wait  till  these  distinguished 
soldiers  came  back  from  South  Africa. 
But  what  do  these  distinguished  soldiers: 
know  of  the  War  Office  and  its  reorgani- 
sation ?  They  are  not  bureaucrats ;  they 
are  soldiers.  They  know  nothing  about 
the  distribution  of  clerks  in  Pall  Mall. 
It  is  not  to  the  soldiers,  who  do  not  know 
that  these  misfortunes  have  come  upon 
us  owing  to  the  disorganisation  of  the 
War  Office,  that  we  should  look  for  re- 
organisation. Anyone  who  wants  to- 
know  what  is  wrong  with  the  Wm  Ofis&v 
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and  what  we  ought  to  do,  need  not  wait 
till  these  soldiers,  distinguished  or  un- 
distinguished, come  home.  All  he  has 
got  to  do  is  to  read  the  Report  of  the 
fiartington  Commission,  and  then  take 
up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  presided 
over  by  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  three  years  ago,  and  he  will 
see  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
have  a  reformed  Army  with  an  un- 
reformed  War  Office.  We  are  told  that 
when  the  Army  comes  back  from  South 
Africa  we  shall  be  in  a  position  of  safety. 
But  it  is  no  use  living  in  a  fool's  paradise 
or  leaning  on  a  broken  reed.  The  other 
day  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  stated 
that  204,000  men  had  been  sent  out 
from  this  country  to  South  Africa,  and 
in  addition  to  these  there  were 
29,000  colonial  irregular  troops.  Out  of 
that  total  of  233,000  you  have  to  deduct 
28,000  in  round  numbers  who  have  been 
killed,  wounded,  are  sick  or  invalided 
home.  Then  you  must  deduct  12,000 
more — the  Yeomanry, Volunteers,  Militia, 
and  Army  Reserves,  who  must  return  to 
civil  life.  Then  you  must  further  deduct 
the  10,000  men  stolen  from  India,  and 
the  15,000  withdrawn  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  the  permanent  garrison  to  be 
left  in  South  Africa,  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  puts  at  45,000.  The  result 
will  be  that  instead  of  being,  as  the 
Secretary  for  War  stated  in  public 
recently,"  able  to  have  a  body  of 
160,000  trained  soldiers  to  do  what  you 
like  with,  the  whole  number  of  men 
would  not  amount  to  more  than  30,000. 
We  are  told  about  the  Reserve  battalions, 
some  of  which,  however,  have  not  rifles  or 
even  belts,  and  which  must  be  automati- 
cally dissolved  in  a  few  months,  and 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  country,  and 
which  have  cost  two  millions  of  money. 
That  is  not  much  to  fall  back  upon, 
especially  when,  after  the  French  Exhibi- 
tion is  over,  it  is  possible  we  must  look 
more  closely  to  our  defence.  I  have 
always  been  unable  to  understand  the 
plans  of  the  War  Office  as  presented  to 
this  House.  The  War  Office  take  the 
Reserve  and,  instead  of  that  body  being 
used  as  a  reserve,  it  is  thrown  into  the 
fighting  lino.  Then  the  Militia  are 
supposed  to  be  for  home  defence,  but  they 
are  sent  abroad.  The  Militia  Reserve  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Militia,  but  is 
sent  as  Regulars  to  duty  «»t  Gibraltar  and 
at  the  home  stations.  These  are  among 
the  many  conundrums  propounded  at  the 
War  Office  which  I  fail  to  uftAfctateiuL 

Majyr  Rasch. 


Again,  when  the  war  is  over  one  plan  is 
to  take  the  Reserve  elsewhere,  leaving 
the  Empire  to  be  guarded  by  an  insuffi- 
cient force — as  it  has  been  ever  since  we 
took  over  Egypt  in  1882.     Then  we  are 
told  that  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  means 
carrying  destruction  to  every  cottage  in 
the  land  and  driving  the  people  to  emi- 
grate.    I  think  the  noble  Marquess  who 
said    that    cannot    have    a    very    high 
opinion  of  the  patriotism  of  this  country. 
The  most  sensible  plan,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  Regulars 
and  the  Militia  until  we  get  the  right 
sort  of  men  to  join.     If  any  gentleman 
desires  to  know  what  will  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  soldier  and  induce  him 
to  enlist,  I   recommend  him  to  read  an 
excellent  article  in  this  morning's  Daily 
News,  which   used  to  be  considered  the 
organ  of  the  Nonconformists  and  Liberal*, 
but  has  always  taken  a    strong  view  of 
|  the    Army.     There    is    another    coone 
I  which  I  would  like  to   recommend  my- 
!  self :  that  is  to  eviscerate,  or   rather  to 
!  exterminate,  if    possible,    the  whole  of 
1  what  Sir  George  Chesney   used  to  call 
I  the  epitome  of  organisation  run  mad  in 
!  Pall  Mall— the  War  Office.     I  am  afraid 
I  that  will  not  happen  in  my  time.    If  it     J 
I  did,  nobody   would    be    more  delighted     < 
than  myself,    and    I    would    be  able  to 
1  sing  Nunc  dimittis. 

Mr.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN  (Mer- 
thyr  Tydvil) :  I  have  only  one  observa- 
tion to  make.  It  is  that  I  have  had  most 
reliable  information  that  the  British 
'  Minister  and  all  the  Ministers  in  Peking 
were  safe  on  the  24th  of  this  month. 

♦Sir  J.  COLO  MB  (Great   Yarmouth): 

I  take  it  that  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 

Secretary  for  War  is  in  full   sympathy 

with   the  demand  for   an    inquiry  into 

events  in  South  Africa ;  but  I  think  it 

.  would  be  desirable  if  he  gave  a  really 

distinct,  explicit,  and  binding  assurance 

on   the   part   of    the    Government  that 

the   inquiry   will    be   taken  in  hand.    I 

i  entirely  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 

.  the  Member  for  Forest  of   Dean  as  to 

I  voting  a  sum  of  money  for  a  complete 

!  history  of  the  war,  but  I  trust  if  that  ia 

'  done  it  will  not  lie  used  as  a  lever  to  post- 

i  pone  the  inquiry.     As  I  understood  my 

hon.  friend,  the  gratuity  to  the  returned 

soldiers  is  to  an  average  of  £o  a  head. 

,  And  then  he  proceeded  to  say  that  the 

privates  were  to  receive  £o  and  officers  a 

{  multiple  of  £5.  I  cannot  see  how  that 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM :  What  I  said  was 
that  the  gratuities  were  calculated  upon 
a  basis  of  £5  as  the  unit.  That  is  a 
technical  term.  The  private  soldier  will 
roeeive  £5  and  the  officers  multiples  of 
that  sum  calculated  according  totheirrank. 

*Snt  J.  COLOMB :  I  am  glad  of  that 
trplanation.  There  is  another  point 
which  the  Government  would  seriously 

hare  to  consider — the  principle  of  the 
Mir  departure  to  be  made  in  regard  to 
old  age  pensions  for  every  man  who  has 
fought  for  Her  Majesty.  I  urge  that  that 
k  the  principle  which  ought  to  De  adopted, 
because  if  the  Government  comes  down 
here  with  a  proposal  for  meeting  the 
necessities  of  the  Empire  in  respect  of  in 
dncements  to  recruits,  I  cannot  see  how 
this  question  can  be  approached  with  any 
chance  of  success  unless  one  of  the  in- 
ducements offered  to  the  men  is  old  age 
pensions.  The  only  other  point  I  wish  to 
refer  to  is  in  connection  with  the  reserve 
of  stores.  I  do  not  think  anything  shows 
more  completely  that  in  the  past  the  War 
Office  has  neglected  its  business  than  the 
feet  that  we  have  had  no  reserve  at  all.  It 
is  to  the  credit  of  my  hon.  friend  that  the 
Government  have  at  last  announced  their 
intention  of  establishing  a  system  by 
which  there  will  be  maintained  for  the 
service  of  the  Empire  an  adequate  pro- 
portion of  surplus  stores.  That  I  congrat- 
ulate the  Government  upon  doing.  My 
hon.  friend  to-day  pointed  out  how  essen- 
tial this  was.  We  all  agreed  with  his 
desire  to  bind  the  House  to  this  prin- 
ciple. I  confess  1  wish  the  Government 
could  bind  the  House  a  little  more  like 
naval  programmes.  We  have  the  assurance 
of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  that  the  Government  intend  to 
establish  this  system  of  reserves,  but 
these  words  do  not  really  establish  as  a 
principle  of  our  military  organisation  the 
continuance  of  these.  I  am  sorry  that 
they  do  not  come  forward  and  spread  the 
money  necessary  over  so  many  years,  and 
commit  this  House  to  a  certain  expendi- 
ture for  so  many  years.  [Mr.  Wyndham 
signified  that  was  the  intention.]  I  am 
glad  to  have  that  principle  accepted, 
because  otherwise  I  should  be  en- 
tirely dissatisfied,  and  I  should  have 
little  hope  that  after  the  excitement  of 
this  war  is  over  that  reserve  would  be 
sufficiently  maintained.  With  regard  to 
stores,  equipment,  and  armaments,  the 
War  Office  and  my  hon.  friend  deserve 
great  credit  for  tackling  this  necessity 


and  being  prepared  to  deal  with  it,  and 
at  all  events  1  think  it  indicates  that  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  next  year  the 
Government  intend  to  proceed  on  such 
lines  as  to  define  publicly  the  amount  of 
stores  that  are  to  be  provided.  That 
will  be  extremely  satisfactory.  With  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  the  stores  I 
have  a  word  to  say.  You  are  still  deal- 
ing with  the  question  of  stores  as  if  you 
were  an  island  without  an  empire  at  all. 
We  are  told  that  you  are  to  have  store- 
houses in  different  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  at  one  place  in  Ireland.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  sufficient  at  all  to  localise 
all  your  stores  and  supplies  in  the  four 
corners  of  this  United  Kingdom.  I  wish 
to  point  out  a  most  important  matter. 
My  hon.  friend  has  shown  that  it  would 
take  so  many  years  of  the  producing 
power  we  possess  to  bring  up  our 
store-houses  to  the  standard  we  ought 
to  maintain.  He  calculates  it  upon 
the  amount  required  for  three  army 
corps,  and  the  line  of  communica- 
tion. But  that  is  only  calculated  for 
the  forces  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
All  over  the  Empire,  in  any  great  war  which 
this  is  supposed  to  be  preparation  for, 
you  would  have  to  place  troops.  Where 
are  your  stores  to  come  from?  You 
are  calculating  as  if  there  was  nothing 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  at  all. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  going  into  details  in  this  matter, 
but  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it  has  been  considered. 

*SiR  J.  COLOMB :  I  do  not  like  to 
see  this  question  treated  as  if  we  were 
still  an  island  and  not  an  Empire. 
A  matter  that  must  be  looked  in  the 
face  is  the  present  limitation  of  your 
productive  power  for  armaments  and 
stores  to  the  United  Kingdom  only. 
Has  the  War  Office  in  its  mind  that 
we  ought  to  distribute  the  producing 
power?  With  your  great  colonies  ana 
great  possessions  you  must  extend  your 
productive  power  in  proportion  to  your 
needs.  Why  is  it  to  be  bottled  up  in 
this  island?  If  you  are  going  to  deal 
with  the  future  of  the  Empire,  you  must 
look  abroad  not  merely  for  places  to  store 
supplies,  but  for  places  to  produce 
them.  Except  in  India,  and  to  a  small 
extent  in  Canada,  you  cannot  produce 
a  cartridge  outside  the  United  King- 
dom. That  is  an  unsatisfactory  position, 
and  it  is  not  consistent  with  your  exist- 
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ence  as  an  Empire.  It  is  the  devolution 
of  your  producing  power  and  the  distri- 
bution of  your  storage  that  in  these  days 
are  most  important.  I  for  one  regard 
the  matter  as  one  of  great  significance. 
We  have  heard  to-day  that  the  War 
Office  at  last  is  going  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem by  which  sufficient  surplus  stores 
will  be  maintained,  but  we  shall  not  know 
till  next  year  whether  it  will  become  a 
regular  system. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  do  not  mean  to  de- 
tain the  Committee  more  than  a  few 
minutes.  I  wish  at  once  to  say  that,  as 
far  as  I  am  aware,  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  Vote  of  money  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  demanded. 
Although  it  is  not  easy  to  follow  in  all 
its  details  the  statement  he  made  in 
his  analysis  of  the  military  expendi- 
ture, yet  I  think  that,  on  the 
the  country  will  be  satisfied  with 
it     and     with     the     general      estimate 


future  reserve  of  stores.  Bat  what  the 
country  is  more  concerned  about  just  now 
— I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  in 
that — is  as  to  the  war  itself  and  the 
circumstances  and  events  of  the  war. 
I  quite  appreciate  that  it  u  a 
difficult  matter  to  discuss  events  of 
that  kind  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Unfortunately,  what  we  complain  of  is 
that  we  have  no  opportunity  of  discussion 
and,  perhaps,  of  distinguishing  ourselves 
by  expressing  very  summary  and  badly- 
founded  opinions  regarding  matters.  As 
representatives  of  the  nation  we  are  at 
least  entitled  to  know  what  the  events 
were.  In  that  respect  I  think  that  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  public  at 
large  have  never  been  so  badly  informed 
as  they  have  been  during  this  war.  The 
hon.  Member,  with  regard  to  the  de- 
spatches of  which  we  have  spoken  so  much, 
whole,  i  has  been  in  the  habit  of  answering  quet- 
|  tions  in  a  way  that  has  amazed  me.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  it  was  a  complete 


that    he    has    formed.      He    laid  great !  answer  when  an  hon.  Member  asked  for 


stress,  and  very  naturally,  on,  perhaps, 
the  most  ambitious  part  of  his  scheme, 
and  that  which  was  most  in  the  way 
of  pledging  the  future — namely,  the 
forming  of  considerable  reserve  stores.  I 
entirely  agree  with  that  policy,  if  it  is 
done,  of  course,  as  he  said,  with  discretion 
and  wisdom.  He  named  one  or  two  for- 
midable considerations  that  must  be  taken 
into  account — first  of  all,  the  question  of 
the  perishable  nature  of  stores,  and  then 
the  question  of  the  power  of  manufacture, 
which  may  vary  from  year  to  year  almost 
in  some  cases.  There  is  another  point-  • 
which  I  think,  perhaps,  he  includes  in  the 
term  perishable — namely,  change  of  pat- 
tern. That  is  a  very  formidable  matter, 
and  although  it  is  very  much  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  military  authorities  them- 
selves, still  they  may  themselves  some- 
times by  their  own  action,  and 
very  properly  and  of  necessity,  render 
comparatively  useless  a  large  portion 
of  the  stores  they  have  obtained.  All 
these  things  make  it  by  no  means  so  easy 
a  matter  as  it  would  seem  to  follow  out 
the  plan  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
sketched.  But  I  have  no  doubt  at  all 
that  something  in  that  direction  ought  to 
be  done.  The  hon.  Gentleman  directed 
our  attention  almost  entirely  to  that  side 
of  the  question — to  the  financial  effect  of 
the  War  Estimates  that  we  have  had  laid 
before  us,  and  to  this   question  of  the 

Sir  J.  Colomb. 


the  production  of  a  certain  despatch  to 
say,  "I  cannot  really,  by  an  answer 
in  this  House,  fetter  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary  of  State."  But  he  is  the 
Secretary  of  State  so  far  as  this  House  is 
concerned.  He  has  no  raisan  d'etre  here 
except  as  representing  the  Secretary  of 
State.  For  him  to  say  that  he  must 
reserve  that  for  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  to  say  that  he 
reserves  it  for  his  own  discretion.  Clearly 
we  cannot  be  put  off  with  such  palpable 
fallacy  as  that.  The  House  of  Commons 
is  entitled  to  have  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  despatches  laid  before  it 
earlier,  when  it  is  not  positively  preju- 
dicial to  the  public  service  that  it  snould 
be  done.  Something  has  been  said  as  to 
the  censorship.  I  think  there  are  a 
great  many  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  who  want  to  know  a  little 
more  of  the  censorship.  I  have  often 
said,  in  speaking  on  this  subject,  that  I 
recognise  the  necessity  of  closing  the 
sources  of  information  against  our 
enemies,  though  all  the  censors  we 
have  had  in  operation  have  not 
been  successful  in  doing  that  in 
this  case.  But  I  think  we  are  to  know 
who  are  the  officers  who  discharge  the 
duty  of  censorship,  because  they  go  very 
far  beyond  military  facts  and  the  distri- 
bution of  troops.  They  go  into  matters 
of  opinion.     That  is  a  thing   which  is 
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Abhorrent  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
There  are  other  characteristics,  such  as 
the  blotting  out  of  whole  sheets  of  a  news- 
paper. I  have  seen  this  process  applied 
by  this  so-called  censorship.  They  were 
on  matters  of  no  consequence.  I  have 
known  one  or  two  cases  where  actual 
business  messages  have  been  refused  for 
transmission  on  account  of  the  censorship. 
Hie  hon.  Gentleman  is  responsible  for 
the  military  censors,  although  he  does 
not  direct  their  operations,  and  we  should 
Kke  to  know  who  they  are,  under  what 
rales  they  act,  and  the  nature  of  their 
instructions.  We  should  also  like  to 
know  whether  it  is  owing  to  those  in- 
structions that  their  operations  have  been 
earned  to  an  extent  they  have  never  been 
carried  before,  either  in  the  Crimean  War 
or  in  any  other  big  war.  In  conse- 
quence of  that,  we  are  undoubtedly  in 
a  state  of  ignorance  as  to  certain  out- 
standing events  in  the  campaign  with 
which  we  ought  to  have  been  fully  ac- 
quainted. Now  we  are  told  that  there 
will  be  a  great  inquiry  at  the  end  of  the 
war;  but  the  worst  of  an  inquiry  at  the 
end  of  a  war  is  that  all  interest  in  it  has 
evaporated.  It  was  my  misfortune  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Committee  which  inquired 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Abyssinian  War, 
and  it  was  like  sitting  on  a  coroner's 
inquest  on  a  man  who  had  been  dead 
twenty  or  thirty  years  to  find  out 
why  he  had  died.  It  was  very  un- 
pleasant, and  the  result  was  posi- 
tively nothing.  It  was  in  every  way 
disagreeable  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee,  and  of  no  use  whatever 
to  the  country.  We  were  promised 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session  that 
there  should  be  an  inquiry.  Hon. 
Members  will  recall  the  circumstances 
under  which  me  met.  We  met  under 
the  cloud  of  certain  reverses,  and  there 
was  an  idea  that  there  would  be  a  demand 
for  an  immediate  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  campaign,  the  generals  and 
what  not.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Address  used  these  words — 

"  We  wish  to  examine  and  investigate  the 
causes  of  the  reverses  and  tiie  failures,  if  they 
may  be  so  called,  which  have  occurred  in  our 
campaign.  I  am  here,  perhaps,  on  delicate 
ground,  but  I  think  1  may  say  this  :  we  may 
ask  ourselves  with  advantage  whether  our 
weakness  or  our  failures,  if  I  may  use  that 
word,  are  due  to  any  deep-seated  and  in- 
herent national  weakness,  or  to  temporary 
and  removable  causes.  I  think  the  latter 
can  only  be  the  answer.  The  Empire  and  the 
resources  of  the  nation  were  never  stronger 
than  at  this  moment,  but  our  power  does  not 


lie  on  the  surface — it  is  deep  seated  ;  and  the 
causes  which  we  have  to  inquire  into,  if  they 
are  temporary  and  removable,  must  be  inquired 
into  with  the  view  to  their  being  removed.  I 
feel  sure  that  no  obstacle  will  be  thrown  in 
the  way,  but  that  the  Government  will  wel- 
come inquiry  in  any  form  which  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  House,  and  which  will  enable 
us  to  discover  the  causes  of  the  difficulty  and 
to  remove  them." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Address  had  not  been  without  communica- 
tion with  the  Government,  and  these  are 
obviously  words  put  into  his  hand  to  say, 
because  no  one  would  venture  to  say  off 
his  own  bat  that  the  Government  would 
welcome  inquiry.  He  does  not  doubt  it. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
Government  suggested  he  should  say  so. 
That  was  really  and  practically  a  promise 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I  have 
other  quotations  here  of  what  took  place 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion, but  I  do  not  think  I  need  quote. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  assented  again 
and  again  to  the  demand  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  all 
the  circumstances  which  he  recounted. 
We  want  to  know  in  what  way  is  this 
inquiry  to  be  conducted.  As  my  right 
hon.  friend  said,  we  do  not  want  the 
military  authorities  out  there  to  be 
worried  about  matters  of  this  kind. 
What  we  complain  of  is  want  of  informa- 
tion. If  blame  is  to  be  apportioned,  and 
if  we  are  to  have  such  an  inquiry  as  will 
lead  us  to  discover  what  the  serious 
reverses  may  have  been  due  to,  what  will 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry  be  ?  I  quite 
agree  that  an  inquiry  will  be  necessary. 
I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  too  long 
delayed.  I  feel  sure  that  it  will  be 
necessary,  not  only  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  public,  not  simply  for  the  satisfaction 
of  idle  curiosity  and  the  appeasement  of 
those  whose  feelings  have  been  interested 
in  the  matter ;  but  still  more — and  this  is 
much  more  important  in  the  view  of  the 
House  of  Commons — in  order  that  the 
country  should  know  where  is  the  weak 
point,  or  what  are  the  weak  points,  and 
what  it  is  we  should  address  ourselves  to 
rectify  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  Army. 

*MR.ARNOLD-FORSTER(Belfast,W.): 
I  hope  there  will  be  some  really  effective 
inquiry  into  the  matters  which  have  been 
referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 
Of  course,  I  do  not  desire,  and  I  do  not 
think  anyone  desires,  that  it  should  take 
the  form  of  an  inquiry  by  newspapers,  or 
that  it  should  be  anything  but  a  military 
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inquiry ;  but  it  is  prima  facie  right  to 
assume  that  it  is  a  disgraceful  thing  for 
British  soldiers  with  arms  in  their  hands 
to  surrender.  It  is  a  presumption  which 
may  be  robutted,  but  until  it  is  rebutted 
it  exists.  I  think  it  is  perhaps  true  that 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  were 
to  come  back  to  the  spirit  which  cer- 
tainly was  much  more  common  in  the 
country  formerly  than  it  appears  to  be 
now.  I  remember  the  story  of  Admiral 
Calder,  who  sailed  out  of  Portsmouth 
with  a  fleet  of  rotten  ships,  engaged  a 
superior  French  fleet,  fought  them  to  a 
standstill,  and   took  four  ships.     There 


downe,  speaking  on  this  question  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  said — 

"  My  Lords,  among  our  other  proponl* 
now  being  carried  oat  is  one  dealing  with  the 
question  of  the  stores  and  monition*  of  vw 
of  all  kinds.  As  to  that,  I  do  not  think  I 
need  say  any  more  than  that  we  have  adopted 
it  for  our  policy  not  only  to  replace  the  large 
inroads  which'  have  been  made  upon  oar 
stores  of  all  sorts,  but  also  to  build  op  the 
reserves  upon  a  much  ampler  scale  than  has 
hitherto  been  authorised.  We  have  been 
struck  by  the  inadequacy  of  our  luaeivea  of 
etores,  and  we  are  determined  that  we  shall 
no  longer  be  open  to  that  reproach." 

That  is  a  very  serious  statement.    This 
i  deficiency  may  have  been  a  new  fact  to  the 


was  a  court-martial,  and  he  was  severely  |  Secretary  of  State,  but  I  will  undertaketo 
repnmanded  for  not  taking  the  whole  ,  ^y^  it  wa8  not  a  new  fact  to  any  one 
fleet.  That  is  a  much  more  satisfac- 1  of  ug  It  ^  ^j,  a  perfectly  notoriou* 
tory  spirit  than  the  spirit  in  which,  fact  in8ide  and  outside  the  House  for 
I  fear,  we  have  approached  some  of  the  year8  p^  and  j  ny  that  wnen  we 

incidents  of  this  campaign.  Although  are  £ft  me£l  that  thi8  Kcy  i8  to  ^ 
it  is  rather  presumptuous  for  anyone  here  ;  reversed  we  '  uire  more  details  in  order 
to  express  opinions  as  to  the  merits  and  ,  to  mgke  m  ^^j  happy.  It  appears 
demerits  of  men  who  are  risking  their  , ,  to  me  inexplicable  that  the  Secretary  of 
lives,  I  think  it  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  Stot  after%ix  yeara  of  office,  should  be 
thing  in  the  interest  of  the  British  Army,  !  all(Wed  without  protest  to  get  up  and 
whose  reputation  for  bravery  is  so  make  a  statoment  of  that  kind  in  the 
splendid  and  so  high,  that  there  should  ,  House  of  j^^  It  appears  to  mein- 
be  an  inquiry-not  an  inquiry  into :  tolerable  that  a  g^t  State  ge^t, 
everything  in  general  and  nothing  m  par-  8peaking  in  ngfad  £>  a  matter  respecting 
ticular,  but  a  definite  and  specific  inquiry  J  ^eh  the  country  has  entrusted  him  with 
into  the  surrenders  which  have  taken  ;  absolute  ^wer,  should,  after  six  years  of 
place.      I  accept  the   assurance   in   the  ,  offi  *~      and  „  We  have  been 

fullest  way  of  my  hon.  friend  that  such  an  8truck^y  ^  inadequacy  of  our  reserves 
inquiry  will  be  held,  and  that  it  will  be  of  sU>nsJ»  What  is  the  deficiency?  My 
effective.  I  accept  also  with  the  greatest ,  hon  friend  telkg  about  £6,500,000.  I 
satisfaction  the  statement  of  my  hon.  j  venture  to  think  that  even  ^ 
fnend  that  we  are  to  have  a  great  ;doe8  not  represent  the  whole  measure 
reconstruction  of  the  system  of  sup-lof ,  lect  fet  u8  tum  that  deficjencv 
plying  stores  for  the  Army  I  confess  ;  int0^hat  tho  m oneyis  goi ng*,  buv.  ft 
that  I  wish  the  House  of  Commons  m  ,  repre8ente  a  dencien-| ;yo?  nea>l y  600  guns 
its  majesty  was  more  largely  represented  a,£  and  notW  go  far  as  I  am  aware, 
than  it  is  at  the  present  moment  I ;  bas  happened  int|e  last  year,  or  the  last 
think  it  is  rather  unfortunate  that  there  .  fow  m™th  wbich  hag  ^^  the  gitua. 
should  be  such  small  interest  taken  in  ;  ^    with  ^  to  the   nece88ity  for 

what  ought  to  be  the  most  important  dis- ,  t  ^  wa8  known  beforehand 

cussion  of  military  matters  of  the  present ,  ^U8t  j*  and  what  ^  been  ^ 
year,  because  I  think,  unless  the  country  ,  tQ  ^o^tion  by  the  progress  of  the 
understands  how  important  the  state-  war  We  are  told  that  £e  are  to  have 
ment  made  by  the  Under  Secretary  is, ;  other        t  chan  We  are  told  that 

it  will    very  much   miss   the   lesson  it    fche  MfUtia  is  w  &  put  011  a  better  foot- 

°Ug  u  ^TV  rm.  U  IS  ur  th^  !  ing.  We  have  all  been  hoping  for  that 
we  should  ask  for  a  little  more  than  the  ,  f<*  a  ,        ti       but  what  guarantee  have 

assurance  that  has  been  given.  We  want  e ,  t  fnd  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
some  security  as  to  the  nature  of  the  for  w  8peaking  0f  the  Militia  in  the 
reforms  to  be  made,  and  I  think  I  can  give  Houge  of  j^j,  on  20th  February  said- 
some  evidence  which  warrants  me  in  feel-         „, ,,.  .  i 

ing  some  doubt  on  the  subject.  The  ;  J^^SitMf'WS 
question  of  stores  is  not  a  new  one  at  all.  ■  been  more  or  less  below  its  establishment  for 
On  12th  February,  this  year,  Lord  Lans- 1  many  years  past.     We  axe  ao  worse  in  that 

Mr.  Arnold-Fonter 
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the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  done 
nothing  to  remedy  the  state  of  things 
which  he  now  admits  is  incompatible  with 
the  British  soldier  having  any  proper 
feeling  of  self  respect.  Yet  the  noble 
Lord  has  been  in  office  for  the  last  six 
years,  and  has  had  the  power  to  alter  all 
this,  but  not  a  hand's-turn  has  he  done  to 
remedy  these  defects.  A  good  many  of 
us  have  deplored  the  fearful  waste  of  the 
present  system  of  the  Army,  and,  appar- 
ently, we  have  not  been  alone  in  doing 
so.  [Jpon  the  25th  May  the  Secretary 
for  War  also  deplored  it.  He  said  in 
another  place — 

"  To  iny  mind  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks 
in  our  present  system  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  of  the  men  who  do  enter  the  Army  so 
large  a  number  waste  away  and  disappear  in 
the  first  years  of  their  service,  giving  us  neither 
the  full  period  of  their  service  with  the  colours 
nor  the  advantage  of  their  presence  afterwards 
in  the  Reserve. 

That  is  a  doctrine  which  has  been  preached 
in  season  and  out  of  season  for  the  last 
five  years,  but  it  has  had  not  the  slightest 
effect.  No  notice  has  been  taken  in  this 
House,  but  now  it  is  admitted  that  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the  present 
system,  by  the  Secretary  for  War.  Let 
me  give  yet  one  more  example  of  the 
extraordinary  attitude  of  this  great  official 
who  is  established  in  his  office  to  carry  out 
the  plain  duty  of  spending  the  million  s 
entrusted  to  him  to  procure  the  best  defence 
for  the  country.  He  was  asked  the  other 
day  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  how  it  was 
we  had  so  many  soldiers  at  home  who 
were  useless.     He  said — 

"  1  told  the  House  that  we  had  about  100,000 
Regular  soldiers  left  in  this  country,  and  he 
said,  '  Why  is  it  if  you  have  so  many  Regulars 
at  home  that  you  are  obliged  to  fall  back  upon 
the  Militia,  and  to  send  out  Militia  battalions 
to  South  Africa?'  I  think  the  answer  is 
obvious,  and  that  from  the  tenor  of  the  noble 
Duke's  remarks,  he  knows  what  the  answer  is. 
These  men — they  now  number  not  100,000  but 
92,000— are,  of  course,  in  no  sense  a  field 
army." 

Have  we  been  paying  millions  in  order 
to  have  in  this  country  92,000  men 
who  are  in  no  sense  a  field  army  1 
These  men  are  perfectly  useless — they 
are  provided  with  neither  guns,  stores,  nor 
clothing ;  it  is  all  quite  true.  But  why 
should  we  be  told  we  have  a  large 
number  of  men  in  this  country  so 
useless  that  we  have  to  fall  back 
upon  the  Militia  1  These  are  samples  of 
the  way  in  which  these  duties  are  per- 
formed, or  rather  left  unperformed.  In 
any  other  business  but  the  great  busi- 
ness of  the  State  a  declaration  of  that 


rs«pect  than  we  were  last  year  or  the  year 

For  six  years  past  the  Secretary  of  State, 
it  Appears,  has  been  regretting  that  the 
Militia  is  30,000  below  its  strength.  This 
is  not  a  new  thing.  What  has  he  done  ? 
Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  during  that 
time  to  amend  the  error  he  so  greatly 
deplores.  I  think  we  want  something 
more  than  an  assurance,  because  what  has 
turned  this  regret  into  an  active  policy 
has  been  not  conviction  or  intelligence, 
but  simply  the  pressure  of  this  war. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  was  recently  attacked  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  allowing  filthy  cloth- 
ing to  be  supplied  to  the  Militia.  This 
seems,  perhaps,  to  be  a  matter  of  detail 
not  bearing  on  any  great  principle,  but 
it  is  an  example  of  what  is  done.  The 
facts  were  represented  to  him  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  said — 

"  Then  we  come  to  the  delicate  question  of 
Militia  clothing.  I  am  not  surprised  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  noble  Duke  produced 
a  very  considerable  impression  upon  your 
Lordships,  and  I  must  say  that  if  it  were  to  be 
shown  to  be  the  case  that  worn  clothing,  dirty 
and  disreputable  in  its  character,  was  re-issued 
to  the  Militia,  I  do  not  think  the  language 
used  by  the  noble  Duke  was  at  all  too  strong. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  any  allegations 
that  he  brings  to  my  notice  thoroughly  gone 
into." 

These  allegations  were  inquired  into,  and 
a  few  days  later  we  are  told — 

"  I  come  to  the  question  of  the  clothing  of 
the  Militia.  I  promised  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
that  I  would  make  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
and  I  admit  that,  as  a  result  of  the  inquiries 
I  have  made,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  the  matter 
of  clothing  we  have  allowed  what  1  suppose  I 
might  call  considerations  of  frugality  to  pre- 
vail rather  too  much,  and  that  clothing  has 
been  issued  to  the  Militia  which  one  could 
scarcely  ask  a  British  soldier  to  wear  without 
some  injury  to  his  feelings  of  self-respect. 
Action  will  be  taken  without  loss  of  time  to 
remedy  that  grievance,  and  I  will  undertake 
that  in  the  future  clothing  shall  be  issued  to 
the  force  which  shall  make  it  impossible  for 
any  Aplonel  to  make  such  a  complaint  as  that 
whici  was  made  by  the  noble  Duke  the  other 
evening." 

What  is  the  lesson  to  be  drawn  from 
this)  The  complaint  has  been  made 
by  many  other  Militia  colonels.  Why  is 
the  matter  now  remedied  1  Because  the 
Militia  is  brought  under  the  public  eye 
and  because  this  demand  was  made  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  a  noble  Duke.  This 
example  is  one  of  scores  in  which  the 
antiquated  and  unsatisfactory  nature  of 
the  Militia  clothing  has  been  insisted 
upon  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  yet 
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kind,  after  a  long  period  of  service,  ! 
by  the  head  of  a  great  department  i 
would  have  resulted  in  some  other  j 
head  being  sought  for  and  put  in  | 
his  place.  I  am  unable  to  comprehend  | 
how  a  Minister  can  get  up  in  the  House  | 
of  Lords  and  make  such  statements  as  if 
they  were  quite  the  ordinary  thing  to  say 
and  could  not  possibly  be  objected  to  ?  I 
do  not  blame  Lord  Lansdowne  only. 
None  of  the  Secretaries  for  War  of  recent 
years  have  taken  their  duties  seriously, 
and  until  we  change  the  whole  attitude 
of  the  War  Office  by  some  drastic  reform, 
I  must  treat  the  promises  made  this  even- 
ing as  having  no  value  beyond  mere  ex- 
pression of  good  intentions.  There  is  one 
special  matter  which  indicates  the  neces- 
sity for  giving  effect  to  a  reform  of 
the  War  Office  of  a  sweeping  character.  | 
When  we  consider  the  dangers  that 
threaten  us  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
the  problems  we  have  to  face,  and  the 
lessons  we  have  learnt,  or  might  have 
learnt,  from  the  present  war  in  South 
Africa,  it  is  positively  dreadful  to  remem- 
ber that  there  is  no.  Department  of  State 
—  no  organised  Department  —  in  the 
country  to  which  is  entrusted  the  duty  of 
organising  the  defence  of  this  country.  I 
challenge  anyone  to  contradict  my  state- 
ment, and  I  say  there  could  not  be  a 
more  serious  state  of  things  for  this 
country.  The  protection  of  the  Empire 
by  land  and  sea  is  a  problem  far  more 
difficult  than  that  which  confronts  the 
War  Office  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  problem  peculiar  to  our 
Empire,  and  being  peculiar  it  requires 
special  study.  But  who  is  charged 
to  deal  with  it  1  The  Intelligence 
Department  is  a  small,  underpaid, 
and  undermanned  Department;  in  no 
sense  does  it  pretend  to  be  an  organised 
Department  for  the  defence  of  the  Empire. 
There  is  no  co-ordination  at  all  between 
the  different  Departments  for  the  defence 
of  the  Empire.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Great  Yarmouth  said  something 
about  the  desirability  of  getting  some 
uniformity  in  the  supply  of  stores,  and 
my  hon.  friend  said  the  Indian  stores 
were  already  complete.  Take  the  Indian 
stores.  Only  this  session  we  had  proof  of 
the  failure  of  one  point  of  contact  between 
the  Indian  War  Office  and  our  own.  And 
this  may  lead  to  the  most  disastrous 
results.  I  was  told  that  the  Indian 
Government  and  the  War  Office  were 
unable   to  come    to  .  terms.     I   asked  a 
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question,  and  the  answer  given  was  to 
illusory  and  absurd  that  1  almost  wonder 
that  it  was  given  at  all.     It  was  a  qoeetion 
as  to  the  pattern  of  some  guns.    Then 
were  two  sets  of  guns  made  of  dmerent 
patterns,   not    because   it  was  deniable 
to  have  two  different    kinds,  but  am- 
ply because    one    strong    man  aid  he 
must  have  a  5*4  howitzer,  and  another 
strong    man    said     he     must    have   a 
5-inch,  and  there  was  no  Department  to 
compel  these  men  to  agree.     With  regard 
to  Imperial  defence.     One  sham  crate 
another,  and  this  appears  to  be  so  with 
regard  to  the  Committee  of  the  Cabinet 
for  Defence.    That  Committee,  we  an 
told,  never  keeps  minutes.     Why  1   Be- 
cause, f  oreoo th,  it  is  a  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet.     The  Cabinet  itself  is  &  con- 
stitutional fiction,   and   this  Committee 
in  its  turn  is  a  fiction   also.     Any  per- 
son that  wrote  a  book  on  the  subject 
would  have    to   say — "The  only  body 
charged  with  the  defence  of  the  Empire 
is  composed  of  the  head  of  the  Educa- 
tion  Department,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  tin* 
body,  which  is  alone  charged  with  the 
great  duty  of    organising    the    defence 
of    the  Empire,    can    get  through   thk 
enormous    work,   in  addition   to  all  its 
other  business,  without  going  through  the 
formality   which  a  lodge  of  Oddfellowi 
would  go  through,  and  which  every  com- 
pany does   go   through.      It  does   not 
keep    minutes    of    its    proceedings."    I 
believe  that  my  hon.  friend  will  endeavour, 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  to  carry  out  the 
promises  which  he  has  made,  but  I  fear 
he  will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  half  that 
he  promises.     Until  we  have  a  proper 
organisation    for     the     defence    of   the 
Empire,   promises    to    do   what    is   the 
primary  business  of  any  War  Office  are 
i  of  no  great  value.     Some  system  ought 
;  to  be  introduced  which  will  not  leave  us 
j  open  to  a  repetition  of    these    painful 
i  demands  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
i  State  for  War,  who  has  been  compelled 
|  to  acknowledge,  after  a  long  period  of 
i  peace,   that  he    has    failed  during  that 
;  period  to  do  any  of  the  things  which  he 
j  now  declares  to  be  essential. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  see  a  considerable  amount 
of  money  is  being  devoted  to  the  medical 
establishment  and  to  pay  and  materials 
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strengthening  the  medical  depart- 
-  of  the  Army.  That  is  a  question 
much  in  the  mind  of  the  public  just 
rf  and  I  hope  before  the  conclusion  of 
debate  we  shall  have  some  detailed 
^  aent  as  to  how  this  money  is  to  be 
tm  Sed,  what  improvement  is  to  be  made 
t  the  Army  Medical  Corps,  and  how  it  is 
Ifropoeed  to  reinforce  the  medical  de- 
gjartment  in  South  Africa.  At  the 
»ent  time  the  medical  department  in 
ith  Africa  is  composed  of  two  sections 
;  «f  medical  men — the  Boyal  Army  Medical 
OorpB  and  .civil  surgeons.  With  regard 
to  the  civil  surgeons  who  have  been  sent 
out,  I  think  the  War  Office  to  some 
extent  was  limited  somewhat  unwisely 
in  its  choice.  There  was  an  age  limit 
which  was  not  altogether  wisely  chosen, 
hf  which  many  valuable  practitioners  and 
experienced  men  were  debarred  from 
the  duty,  for,  after  all,  it  was  men  of 
established  experience  who  were  wanted 
rather  than  men  fresh  from  the  hospitals 
who  might  know  more  of  surgery  but  loss 
of  medicine.  We  have  sent  out  to  South 
Africa  many  men  of  considerable  ability 
and  distinction,  but  I  think  the  War  Office 
would  have  been  better  advised  if  they 
had  widened  their  area  of  choice,  and 
selected  men  of  greater  age  and  experience 
than  many  who  have  been  sent  out.  With 
regard  to  the  Eoyal  Army  Medical  Corps, 
the  hon.  Member  will  be  obliged  to 
confess  that  the  strength  of  that  corps  is  at 
present  dangerously  low.  I  said  in  a  pre- 
vious debate  that  it  was  dangerously  low 
even  for  a  peace  establishment,  and  at  the 
present  time  it  is  only  about  900  strong. 
There  ought  to  be  considerably  more  than 
that.  About  fifteen  or  twenty  years  back 
there  were  1,200  medical  men  in  the 
corps,  but  now  it  is  down  to  900.  The 
Eoyal  Army  Medical  Corps  is  so  dimi- 
nished in  numbers,  and  the  for;e  is  so 
starved  as  regards  medical  equipment 
that  if  we  sent  out  a  division,  or  a  part 
of  a  division,  to  China,  and  a  German 
division  of  the  same  strength  was  sent 
out,  it  would  be  found  that  the  German 
division  had  probably  50  per  cent,  more 
medical  strength  than  our  division.  That 
is  a  condition  of  things  discreditable  to 
the  country.  The  country  has  shown  the 
greatest  generosity  both  in  voting  supplies 
in  this  Bouse  and  in  giving  freely  of  its 
private  funds  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
that  the  men  who  went  to  fight  for  the 
Empire  were  well  treated.  The  men  have 
not  been  as  well  treated  as  they  deserved ; 
we  have  lost  many  hundreds  of   brave 


fellows  through  the  want  of  proper 
medical  appliances,  and  I  am  anxious  that 
the  money  which  is  voted  to-day  should 
be  applied  in  a  direction  which  will 
ensure  for  these  men  more  attention 
than  they  have  hitherto  received.  I 
should  like  the  hon.  Member  to  tell  us 
how  much  of  this  Vote  as  regards  medical 
matters  is  to  be  devoted  to  China,  and 
how  much  to  South  Africa.  In  China  we 
have  a  great  danger  before  us,  just  as  we 
had  in  connection  with  the  South  African 
campaign.  Everybody  who  knew  any- 
thing about  South  Africa  knew  that 
almost  every  village  in  which  the  troops 
might  be  stationed  or  kept  for  a  few  days 
was  liable  to  typhoid  fever,  and  yet 
adequate  preparation  to  meet  that  danger 
was  not  made.  When  we  send  our  troops 
to  China  we  shall  have  there  a  danger 
even  more  serious  and  loathsome  than 
enteric  or  typhoid — namely,  the  danger 
of  the  plague.  Our  troops  in  China  will 
be  exposed  to  sanitary  dangers  of  the 
gravest  kind,  and  I  hope  the  War  Office 
will  be  wise  enough  to  take  some  precau- 
tions against  an  outbreak  of  such  a  serious 
disease,  or  at  all  events  to  minimise  the 
danger  as  much  as  possible.  I  should 
also  like  to  know  what  is  proposed  in 
regard  to  increasing  the  number  of  nurses 
in  connection  with  the  Army  Medical 
Department.  I  think  the  rigid  rules 
regulating  the  number  of  female  nurses 
in  connection  with  that  Department 
are  unwise;  they  ought  to  be  more 
elastic ;  the  whole  constitution  of  the 
Department  should  be  more  elastic. 
When  you  have  a  campaign  in  a  country 
where  you  are  liable  to  a  lingering 
malady  such  as  enteric  fever,  which, 
above  all  maladies,  requires  the  delicate 
and  constant  attention  of  female  nurses,  we 
ought  to  have  some  means  by  which  there 
could  be  a  much  larger  number  connected 
with  the  Army  Medical  Department. 
Enteric  is  a  disease  which  is  not  only 
grave  in  its  incidence,  killing  at  least 
one-fifth  of  those  attacked,  but  it  disables 
even  those  who  get  over  it  for  about 
three  months.  That  is  a  terrible  strain 
on  the  fighting  force  of  our  Army,  and 
going  on  as  it  has  been  in  South  Africa 
with  thousands  and  thousands  of  cases,  and 
in  almost  every  place  occupied,  we  ought  to 
have  such  nursing  at  hand  that  the  men 
may  make  as  quick  and  as  speedy  a 
recovery  as  possible.  It  would  be  very 
advisable  to  institute  some  system  by 
which  we  could  have  a  reserve  Army 
Medical  Corps  in  this  country  for  the 
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have  been  prevented  if  you  had  wise  sani- 
tary supervision  along  the  line  of  march. 
I  want  to  have  sanitary  supervision  not 
going  ahead  of,  but  with  the  Army.  I 
am  sure  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  can  see  his 
way  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  I  have 
made  he  will  do  something  to  preserve 
the  lives  of  many  of  the  Queen's  best  sub- 
jects, and  he  will  give  the  country  the 
great  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the 
brave  sons  who  are  sent  out  to  fight  its 
battles  are  not  to  be  lost  by  the  neglect 
of,  such  scientific  precautions  as  ought  to 
be  at  the  command  of  every  medical 
officer  in  the  country. 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-CX)UTTS  (Westmin- 
ster) :  I  rise  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  to  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
just  addressed  himself,  but  I  should 
like  first  to  refer  to  the  censorship. 
No  one  can  realise  better  than  I  do 
the  necessity  of  striking  out  from 
correspondence  or  telegrams  anything 
that  could  in  any  way  affect  the  strategic 
or  militarv  interests  of  the  Army,  bat  I 
do  not  think  that  those  limits  include 
statements  with  regard  to  the  condition 
of  the  sick  and  wounded.  A  short  time 
ago  there  was  a  facsimile  of  a  despatch 
from  a  correspondent  published  in  a 
morning  paper,  and  several  sentences 
which  he  had  inserted  with  regard  to 
the  unhappy  condition  of  the  wounded 
were  deliberately  obliterated  by  the 
censor.  I  know  another  case  in  which 
are  trained  more  or  less  in  sanitary  j  a  long  despatch  was  written  on  the 
science ;  it  is  true  that  some  of  the  best  I  same  subject,  and  the  whole  of  that 
text-books  on  the  subject  have  been  j  letter  was  censored.  A  somewhat  amus- 
written  by  Army  medical  officers.  But  in  j  ing  incident  happened  to  me  out  there, 
spite  of  that,  judging  from  the  results  of  |  A  telegram  was  sent  to  me — a  domestic 


purposes  of  a  war  such  as  we  are  now 
engaged  in.  It  would  not  be  difficult,  I 
think,  to  get  a  large  number  of  young 
medical  men  who  would  be  ready  under 
easy  conditions  to  accept  service  in  case 
of  national  necessity.  You  might  get, 
possibly,  many  hundreds  of  the  pick  of 
our  medical  schools  enrolled  under  some 
system  by  which  the  War  Office  would 
be  able  to  call  upon  them  in  time  of 
necessity,  and  that  would  be  much 
better  than  looking  for  a  surgeon  here 
and  a  surgeon  there  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  when  the  time  of  stress 
came.  Then  there  is  another  point.  I 
believe  that  in  all  these  matters  prevention 
is  better  than  cure,  and  that  when 
an  army  goes  into  the  field  the  means  of 
preventing  disease  are  much  more  im- 
portant than  the  means  of  treating  it.  In 
the  case  of  the  present  war  the  War  Office 
reinforced  the  Army  Medical  Department 
with  operating  surgeons.  That  was  a 
wise  step,  which  was  generally  approved ; 
but  they  would  have  taken  a  still  wiser 
step  if  they  had  reinforced  the  Depart- 
ment with  a  number  of  physicians  in  the 
same  way.  There  was  more  necessity  for 
such  men  under  the  conditions  of  disease 
which  exist  in  South  Africa,  and  the  de- 
partment would  have  been  greatly  helped 
by  the  experience  of  men  who  had  been 
attached  to  the  fever  hospitals  of  this 
country.  More  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  sanitary  aspects  of  a  campaign.  It 
is  true  that  the  military  medical  officers 


this  campaign,  we  cannot  consider  that 
their  efforts  as  sanitary  experts  have  been 
satisfactory.  We  have  had  disclosures  as 
to  the  treatment  of  the  sick ;  wc  have  had 
evidence  as  to  the  outbreaks  of  great 
epidemics  of  typhoid  fever,  which  might 
have  been  lessened  and  many  lives  saved 
if  wiser  sanitary  arrangements  had  been 
made.  I  am  told  on  the  authority  of 
friends  of  mine  who  have  been  through 
this  campaign,  that  over  and  over 
again  troops  marching  to  the  front  have 
been  allowed  to  camp  on  ground  which 
has  been  left  by  previous  detachments 
and  fouled  very  often  by  serious  disease, 
such  as  typhoid  fever.  The  consequence 
is  that  body  after  body  of  men  have  come 
under  conditions  which  made  disease  rife 
among  the  troops.    These  things  would 

Si?'  IFalter  Foster. 


telegram — written  in   Italian,   and    con- 
taining   some    such    phrase    as   "temp 
magnifico"  or   " dolce    giorno"       It    was 
detained    twenty-four    hours  while   the 
censor    was    endeavouring    to    find  oat 
what    horrid    foreign    plot    was    being 
hatched.       May    I    point    out    what  1 
think  is  a  great   mistake   with   regard 
to  the  censor.      The  same   official  who 
censors     despatches     has      the      whole 
control  of  the  movements  of  the  corre- 
spondents.    He  controls  their  passes,  can 
give  them  orders,  tell  them  where  they  can 
go,  how  long  they  can  stay,  and  altogether 
exercise  the  most  draconic  authority  over 
them.       The  two    offices  ought    to   be 
separate  ;  the  striking  out  of  what  is  not 
considered  proper  in  a  despatch  should 
be     done     by    one     person,     and    the 
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movements  of  correspondents  controlled 
by  another.  If  that  were  done  there 
could  be  no  suggestion  of  a  correspondent 
being  prejudiced  by  anything  he  had  put 
in  a  telegram.  Moreover,  the  censor 
should  be  a  military  man.  My  own  ex- 
perience is  that  when  civilians  get 
into  khaki  they  out-Herod  Herod  in 
militarism.  They  are  the  counter- 
parts of  the  gentlemen  who  stay  at 
nome  and  indulge  in  vicarious  heroism, 
and  who  think  they  are  very  brave  when 
they  say  that  the  British  soldier  ought  to 
endure  every  possible  hardship  whether 
it  is  avoidable  or  not.  I  listened  to  the 
very  able  speech  of  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  and  I  noticed  that  in 
his  division  of  this  money  into  expendi- 
ture for  immediate  and  for  permanent 
purposes  he  did  not  give  any  information 
about  this  very  large  additional  Vote  for 
the  Army  Medical  Department.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  referred  to  the  cutting 
down  of  the  transport  of  the  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps,  but  I  think  the  real  point 
is  that  the  Department  does  not  possess 
any  transport  of  its  own,  and  without 
transport  of  its  own  it  never  knows  what 
it  can  do,  what  it  will  be  able  to  do,  and  is 
never  able  to  make  proper  preparation 
for  pressure  in  this  place  or  that.  I 
would  venture  to  illustrate  this  fact  by  the 
very  remarkable  service  that  has  been 
performed  in  this  campaign  by  the 
medical  units  which  had  their  own  trans- 
port. One  was  the  private  hospital 
known  as  the  Irish  hospital.  Owing  to 
having  its  own  transport  that  hospital 
was  of  the  greatest  possible  service;  at 
Bloemfontein  it  supplied  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  transport,  and  the  ambulance 
wagons  and  mules  were  constantly 
at  work  for  the  Government  hospitals 
and  the  town  and  field  hospitals.  A 
still  more  remarkable  case  was  that  of  the 
New  South  Wales  field  hospital  and 
bearer  company,  which  was  found  to  be 
so  efficient  and  so  valuable  that  it  was 
broken  up  from  time  to  time  into  three  or 
four  units,  and  was  looked  to  in  every 
emergency.  One  of  its  great  advantages 
was  that  it  had  its  own  transport,  and 
consequently  was  always  ready  to  go 
where  it  was  wanted,  and  to  do  work 
which  other  medical  units  were  unable  to 
do.  With  regard  to  these  extra  stores,  I 
think  it  is  legitimate  to  ask  what  propor- 
tion of  them  are  to  be  medical  stores.  The 
Committee  may  not  quite  understand  the 
position  of  the  Army   Medical    Depart- 


ment or  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
in  a  campaign  in  this  respect.  The  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps  possesses  nothing  of 
its  own  except  medicines  and  drugs.  It 
has  to  draw  the  whole  of  its  transport, 
food  supplies,  and  so  on  from  the  Army 
Service  Corps  and  the  whole  of  its  equip- 
ment from  the  Ordnance  Department.  It 
would  be  interesting,  therefore,  to  know 
whether  the  necessary  equipment  for  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  forms  a  part 
of  these  extra  ordnance  stores.  I  do 
not  myself  think  that  the  difficulties 
and  the,  to  my  mind,  disastrous  results 
which  have  arisen  in  South  Africa  in 
connection  with  the  medical  service  have 
been  caused  so  much  by  an  absence  of 
equipment  as  by  an  absence  of  men. 
Everybody  who  has  been  out  there — 
every  consulting  surgeon  and  other 
authority — has  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
has  been  fatally  undermanned.  To  that 
fact  has  been  owing  the  circumstance 
that  great  numbers  of  the  sick  could  not 
get  proper  attention.  The  service  has 
been  undermanned  in  doctors,  in  orderlies, 
and  in  nurses.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to 
ask  whether  anything  is  to  be  done  with 
the  portion  of  this  Vote  which  is  for 
permanent  purposes,  to  secure  a  better 
state  of  things  for  the  future  in  the  Army 
Medical  Department.  Although  I  realise 
that  the  Army  Medical  Department  is  too 
small,  I  do  not  make  so  much  of  that.  I 
quite  realise  that  it  is  perfectly  impossible 
to  maintain  in  time  of  peace  an  Army 
Medical  Department  equal  to  the  strain 
of  a  great  war,  and,  therefore,  you  must 
have  some  system  whereby  you  can  at 
any  moment,  when  occasion  arises,  call 
for  skilled  aid,  whether  it  be  of  doctors, 
orderlies,  or  nurses.  My  great  complaint 
has  been  that  there  is  no  such  system  in 
the  Department  at  all ;  there  is  no  system 
of  reserve  ;  there  is  no  effective  system  of 
an  auxiliary  medical  force  attached  to  the 
Militia  or  to  the  Volunteers,  although 
there  is  a  small  beginning  of  a  Militia 
medical  system.  In  this  connection  I 
would  like  again  to  refer  to  the  New 
South  Wales  field  hospital.  That  magnifi- 
cent medical  unit,  so  splendidly  equipped 
and  disciplined,  and  able  to  meet 
the  greatest  emergencies  at  the  front,  was 
composed  entirely  of  civilians.  Some  of 
the  most  famous  Australian  doctors  gave 
their  services  voluntarily,  giving  up  the 
large  incomes  they  were  deriving  from 
their  practices  in  order  to  serve  in  the 
field.     It  seems  to  me  that  if  a  wmdical 
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service  of  that  kind  could  be  established 
through   the    machinery   of   the  Militia, 
with  a  month's   training  and  field  days 
now  and  again,  that   would  be  a  model 
upon  which   might  be  based  a  very  effec- 
tive improvement  of  the  Army  Medical 
Department.     There  is  no  practical  elas- 
ticity about  the   Department.      Putting 
aside  the  question  of  the  Militia  and  the 
Volunteers,   they    have    no    system    by 
which    they     can     call     upon     carefully 
selected  medical  men  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  them  out  to  a  campaign.     As  to 
orderlies,  I  think  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult for  any  system  to  create  a  sufficient 
number  of  nursing  orderlies  to  meet  the 
needs   of  a  great  war.     There    are  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  orderlies,  and   very 
admirable  work  they  have  done  in  this 
campaign.     But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  they  have  no  practical  training  of 
any     kind,     and     the     general     opinion 
in    the   Army    Medical    Department    is 
that    it   takes   at     least     six    weeks    to 
accustom  even  a  theoretically  trained  St. 
John   Ambulance   man   to    the    efficient 
handling  of  a  patient.       I   have    heard 
Army  medical  officers  say  that  it  sakes 
three  years  to  train   a   nursing  orderly 
properly.      No    system    of  theoretically 
trained   orderlies  will  supply   what  you 
want  in  time  of  war.     What  is  the  alter- 
native ?       If  you   cannot  keep  a    large 
number  of  men  nurses  in  time  of  peace 
ready  and  sufficiently  skilled  to  go  out  to 
a  war,  you  have  always  at  your  disposal 
female  nurses  all  over  the  country,  and 
one  of  my  great  complaints  has  been  that, 
starting  from  a  theoretical  and  very  ob- 
stinate objection  to  female  nurses  in  the 
Department  at  home,  there  has  not  been 
anything  like  a  sufficient  supply  of  nurses 
to  meet  the  cases  of  sickness  and  enteric 
fever.      I   think   that   objection   in    the 
Army  Medical  Department  at  home  ought 
to  be  erased.      We  ought  to  accept  at 
once,  in  any   campaign  carried  on  in  a 
civilised   country  such  as  South  Africa, 
where  women  are  respected  in  every  way, 
the  principle  of  having  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  female  nurses  certainly  at  the  base 
and    stationary    hospitals.      The    Boers 
themselves  have   female   nurses  in   their 
field  hospitals,  and  very  admirable  nurses 
they  seemed.     I   do  not,  however,  insist 
on  female  nurses  going  with  field  hospitals, 
but   I   do   think  they  ought  to  be  with 
field  hospitals  when  they  become  station- 
ary hospitals.     The  lack  of  elasticity  in  the 
system  can  be  best  illustrated  by  looking 
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J  for  a  moment  at  one  of  the  base  hospitals 
1  at  Cape  Town.    Military  base  hospitals  are 
|  very  admirable  institutions,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  each  one  has  a  staff 
I  of  166  men,  including  doctors.   These  base 
I  hospitals  are  strategically  safe.     If  there 
j  was  any  elasticity  in  the  working  of  the 
1  system,  when  the  pressure  came  the  whole 
,  of  the  staff  of  a  base  hospital  could  be 
I  pushed  up  to  the  front  where  they  are 
l  most  needed,  being  trained  men — Army 
I  medical  surgeons,  trained  orderlies,  men 
i  belonging  to  the  military   contingent— 
;  and  their  places  could  be   supplied  by 
i  putting    in    their     tents    a    completely 
!  civilian  institution.     There  would   have 
i  to  be  two  or  three  officers  and  a  small 
,  staff  at  the  head  to  keep  up  communica- 
i  tions  with  the  military  authorities,  bat 
!  all    that    concerned     the     medical   and 
,  surgical  treatment  of  the  patients  could 
be  done  as  well  by  a  civil  as  by  a  military 
1  staff.     I  might  illustrate  the  point  further 
|  by  referring  to  the  private  hospitals  sent 
j  out  to  South  Africa.     There  were  eight 
or  nine  such  hospitals,  and  each,  with  the 
>  exception  of  one   Army  medical  officer 
;  to    keep     up     their     connection    with 
|  the  military  system  and  to  send  in  the 
I  returns,     was    a    purely     civil    institu- 
tion.     Would    it    not     be    as    possible 
for  the  Army  Medical  Department  as  for 
private  persons  to  create  and  to  send  out 
a  civil  institution  such  as  that  ?    I  hare 
|  ventured  to  make  these  few  remarks  to 
the  Committee  to  indicate  the  line  which 
1  think  the  expenditure  of  money  now  to 
be  voted  for  permanent  as  distinguished 
from  immediate  purposes  should  take,  and 
I  think  I  may  be  pardoned  for  urging 
upon  the  Committee  some  improvements 
of  the  system  which  would,  at  all  events, 
result  in  having  at  the  seat  of  war  a 
sufficient  personnel  to  avoid  much  of  such 
suffering  as  has  occurred  in  the  present 
campaign. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  regret  we  have  not  had  some 
definite  announcement  as  to  the  steps  the 
Secretary  of  State  proposes  to  take  in 
order  to  profit  by  the  lessons  of  the  war. 
I  understood  the  Under  Secretary  to  say 
it  was  premature  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind  until  Lord  Roberts,  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  other  generals  came  home.  A  very 
large  number  of  officers  are  coming  home 
now,  and  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  Lord 
Roberts  has  written  full  despatches  on 
many  of  the  incidents  of  the  war,  and 
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there  are  many  facts  concerning  the  cam- 
paign which  are  absolutely  well  known. 
The  teaching  on  those  points  could  per- 
fectly well  be  put  into  operation.     I  very 
much  hoped  that  a  Committee  would  be 
appointed  to  receive  suggestions  from  all 
arms  taking  part  in  the  campaign,  with- 
out distinction  of  rank.     It  would  be  a 
huge    business,    but    it    would   not    be 
difficult    to    tabulate    evidence    of  that 
character,  and  some  very  important  testi- 
mony might  possibly  be  forthcoming.    If 
such  a  Committee  could  be  under  a  civilian 
chairman  it  would  perhaps  be  better,  so 
lone  as  every  arm  was  represented  on  the 
body.     There  are  one    or  two    matters 
about  which  I  think  we  ought  to  lose  no 
time.     I  was  disappointed  at  not  hearing 
any  definite  announcement  as  to  the  bet- 
ter provision  of  field  guns.  It  is  perfectly 
certain  that  in  several  cases  our  artillery 
has  been  outranged,  and  the  sooner  our 
field  artillery  is  put  upon  the  very  latest 
modern  system  the  better  for  the  country. 
Then  as  to  the  armament  of  the  infantry. 
There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  in 
many    ways    the    Mauser    rifle    is    the 
superior  of  the  Lee-Metford.      To  take 
one  point  alone,  the  Boer  rifle  is  superior 
with  regard   to  the  way  in    which  the 
magazine  is  charged.     The  whole  of  the 
five  cartridges  are  put  in  at  once  with  one 
clip,  while  there  is  nothing  more  difficult 
to  the  inexperienced  soldier,  especially  in 
the  heat  of  action,  than  to  load  the  maga- 
zine of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle.     Then  as 
regards    musketry     training.      Are     we 
profiting  by  the  musketry  and  shooting 
lessons  of  the  war  1  We  already  have  an- 
other war  on  our  hands,  and  what  is  the 
use    of    delay    in    this  matter?    There 
is  ample  evidence  now  forthcoming  as  to 
manv    of    the   defective    points    in  our 
musketry  training.     The  National  Rifle 
Association  is  not  connected    with    the 
Government,  but  only  last  week  they  had 
competitions  for  standing  at  200  or  300 
yards — as  if  there  was  the  slightest  possi- 
bility of  standing  in  the  face  of  an  enemy 
at  that  distance  !     Then  again,  there  is 
the  practice  of  the  Army  at  the  present 
time.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  who  made  a 
most  interesting  and  moderate   speech, 
with  a  great  deal,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
which  I  entirely  agree,  doubted  whether 
the  training  at  the  present  time  at  Alder- 
shot  had  been  improved  at  all  by   the 
lessons    taught    by   the    war  in   South 
Africa.  To  take  musketry  alone ;  nothing 
is  more  certain  than  that  firing  by  volleys 


is  absolutely  ineffectual.  The  rifles  are 
discharged  at  word  of  command,  and  the 
object  is  to  have  spontaneity  of  noise 
rather  than  accuracy  of  shooting.  That 
practice  is  actually  continuing  at  the 
present  moment.  It  is  perfectly  impos- 
sible for  expert  marksmen  to  fire  accu- 
rately at  word  of  command.  With  every 
desire  to  give  all  credit  to  the  War  Office 
— and  no  one  is  more  anxious  than  Lord 
Lansdowne  to  do  everything  possible  to 
improve  the  Army — I  really  do  not 
see  any  substantial  evidence  that 
any  of  the  lessons  of  the  war  are 
being  put  into  effect  at  the  present  time. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  spoke  about 
entrenchments.  At  Aldershot  there  is 
one  wretched  field,  a  sort  of  rubbish 
field,  to  which  the  battalions  are  sup- 
posed to  go  in  turn,  if  there  is  room  for 
them,  to  learn  how  to  throw  up  a  trench. 
That  is  not  proper  instruction  of  any 
sort  or  kind.  I  am  quite  aware  there 
have  been  difficulties.  Government  land 
is  limited,  and  even  on  Government  land 
there  are  many  restrictions  designed 
rather  to  improve  the  beauty  and  char- 
acter of  the  country  than  to  effect  an  im- 
provement in  military  training.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  at  Spion- 
Kop  our  troops  were  hopelessly  out- 
matched by  the  Boers  in  the  matter  of 
entrenchments.  They  find  themselves- 
really  without  instructions  and  without 
proper  tools  for  entrenching.  If  you  take 
the  present  drill-book  you  will  find  plates 
illustrating  shelter  trenches  in  which  the 
soldier  is  represented  as  showing  the 
whole  of  his  head,  his  shoulders,  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  body  over  the  top* 
It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  if  you  show 
the  smallest  tip  of  your  head,  the  proba- 
bility is  that  you  will  be  shot.  I  see 
very  little,  if  any,  instruction  in  the  im- 
portant matter  of  entrenching  being 
carried  out.  The  same  applies  to  scouting. 
I  know  that  instruction  in  scouting  re- 
quires a  great  area  of  country.  The 
Germans  can  have  much  better  training 
in  scouting  because  they  have  much 
larger  areas  to  go  over,  and  in  case  of 
damage  to  private  property  they  pay 
only  nominal  compensation.  I  know 
there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  the 
matter,  but  the  one  complaint  from  every 

feneral  in  South  Africa,  from  Sir  Redvers- 
luller  downwards,  has  been  about  the 
scouting.  There  is  no  necessity  to  wait 
for  the  return  of  Lord  Roberts  in  the- 
matter  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry 
training  in  regard  to  scoutm^    I  ^oviJdL 
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ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Forest,  of  Dean  not  to  place  too 
much  confidence  in  what  German  writers 
say  about  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  fully  ad- 
mitted that  they  were  written  with 
prejudice,  except  in  the  case  of  Generals 
von  Blume  and  von  der  Goltz. 

Sir   HOWARD  VINCENT:   The  in^ 
formation  of  these   German  writers  has. 
been   largely   derived    from   the   Boers, 
and     therefore,     as    the    hon.    Baronet 
admits,  it  comes  from  prejudiced  sources. 
No  German  officers  have  ever  had  to  con* 
duct  a  campaign  in  so  difficult  and  vast 
a  country    as    South   Africa,    and   it  is 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  form  any 
idea  of  the  extraordinary  military  diffi- 
culties which  had  to  be   faced.      There- 
fore, we   should    not   pay   much    atten- 
tion   to    theoretical     military    criticism 
from    Berlin,     and     from    people     not 
acquainted  with  the  local  conditions.     I 
am  quite  sure  that -r- with  all  respect  to 
the    German    writers  —  the    right    hon. 
Baronet  will  be  the  first  to   admit  that 
the  majority  of  those  writers  have  never 
seen    any    active    service    at    all,    and 
therefore    their     statements    must     be 
taken  with  a  very  large  grain  of  salt.    I 
•earnestly  press  upon  my  hon.  friend  the 
necessity    of    making    reforms    in     the 
training    of     the    British    soldiers,    and 
those    reforms    should   be   instituted   at 
once.     When  the  war  is  over  we  must  I 
profit  by  the  lessons  of  this  war,  and  we 
know      perfectly     well     that       unless 
these    things  are     done   at    once    they 
never   will    be   done  at   all.      I    cannot 
resume  my  seat  without  saying  a  word  or 
two  as  regards  the  censorship.     I  should 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if  the  newspaper 
correspondents   said   they    had    suffered 
from  the  censorship.     I  know  something 
about  this  question  in  foreign  campaigns,  I 
and  perhaps  the  best  censorship  I  ever ' 
knew  was  by  the  Russian  army  in    the  i 
advance  upon  Turkey  in  1877.     The  cen-  j 
•sors  there  were  people    of    considerable  ' 
experience,  and  they  were  always  to  be  I 
found  in  their  office.     You  could  always  ! 
find  them  when  you  wanted  them,  and  , 
there   was   no   difficulty    about  it.      In 
South  Africa,  no  doubt,  the  censors  have 
been  constantly   changed,  and   whenever  ■ 
anybody  wanted  something   to  do,   and  i 
there  was  nothing  particular  to  give  him, 
they  made  him  a  press  censor.     I  know  . 
of  one  case  where  the  newspaper  eoYte-1 

Sir  Howard  Virwent. 


spondents  were  put  to  considerable  incon- 
venience by  the  censor  never  being  in  his 
office  when  he  had  said  he  would  be  there 
in  order  to  revise  telegrams.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  Westminster  was  a  little 
in  error  in  saying  that  there  was  any 
censorship  of  letters. 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  Yes,  there 
was. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Private 
or  newspaper  letters  1 

♦Mr.    BUEDETT-COUTTS  :    Sew* 

paper  letters. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  I  know 
that  when  Lord  Roberts  got  out  to 
South  Africa  he  sent  for  the  newspaper 

1  correspondents,  and  he  said  to  them, 
practically,  "Write  what  you  like, 
because  it  is  by  your  writings  that  I 
shall  seo  what  mistakes  have  been  made.71 
The  relations  between  Lord  Roberts  and 
the  newspaper  correspondents  have  always 
been  of  the  most  cordial  description.  If 
there  has  been  any  censorship  of  news- 
paper letters  I  have  not  heard  of  them, 
and  I  know  that  there  has  been  very  free 
criticism  in  many  of  the  letters  sent  by 
the  newspaper  correspondents  for  the 
Daily    Telegraph,  The  Times,    and   other 

I  papers.  As  for  the  censorship  of  private 
letters  or  telegrams,  I  never  neard  of  it 
while  I  was  out  in  South  Africa.  You 
can  understand  such  telegrams  as  those 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Westminster  alluded  being  delayed, 
because  that  was  obviously  a  cypher 
telegram. 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  No,  no. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  The  tele- 
graph  office  were  justified  in  assuming 
that  it  was,  at  any  rate. 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  :  It  was  a 
telegram  in  very  simple  and  elementary 
Italian. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  It  was  in 
a  foreign  language,  and  that  is  perhaps 
why  there  was  delay  in  sending  it  off.  I 
want  to  ask  one  other  question.  The 
Under  Secretary  will  remember  that 
when  the  last  Estimates  were  on  a  wish 
was  expressed  by  hon.  Members  on  both 
this  and  the  other  side  of  the  House  that 
greater  mobility  should  be  given  to  the 
regiments  at  home.  My  hon.  friend  ex- 
pressed great  sympathy  in  the  matter,  and 
\vfc  «s&&  \\.  \i*a  ^rafactly  absurd  that  there 
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fhoald  be  such  an  enormous  amount  of 
bggage  when  the  regiments  were  moved 
from  one  station  to  another.  I  see  that 
there  is  £100,000  in  this  Supplementary 
Ultimate  for  transport  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  oe  able  to  tell  us  now  that  he  has 
translated  his  sympathy  into  actual  prac- 
tice, and  that  something  is  being  done. 
How  necessary  it  is  that  this  should  be 
done  no  one  knows  better  than  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himself.  The  heavy  cost  of 
transfer  from  one  command  to  another 
frequently  prevents  the  most  able  general 
being  sent  to  a  particular  district.  To 
take  over  the  Alaershot  command  costs 
something  like  £3,000.  That  is  a 
scandalous  thing,  and  it  is  clear 
that  a  general  may  be  admirably 
fitted  to  train  troops  up  to  modern  re- 
quirements, and  yet  he  may  not  have  the 
£3*000  which  is  necessary  to  furnish 
Government  House  at  Aldershot,  and 
to  incur  the  heavy  initial  expense  of 
taking  up  that  command.  If  a  general 
has  just  installed  himself  in  a  house  at 
the  cost  of  £3,000,  if  he  has  had  to  furnish 
it  from  top  to  bottom,  naturally  he  is 
unwilling  to  be  transferred  to  some  other 
sphere  of  activity,  and  he  has  some 
just  ground  for  complaint  if  the  Govern- 
ment desire  to  transfer  him  to  another 
station.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee further,  but  I  hope  my  hon. 
friend  in  his  reply  will  give  some 
definite  assurances  that  the  lessons  of  this 
war  will  be  taken  to  heart  by  the  War  Office 
and  enforced  throughout  the  Army. 

Mr.  WASON  (Clackmannan  and  Kin- 
ross): Most  hon.  Members  who  have 
spoken  have  dealt  with  the  question  of 
medical  stores  in  the  Army  and  with 
munitions  of  war.  I  wish  to  press  upon 
the  Under  Secretary  a  question  which, 
in  my  opinion,  is  quite  as  material 
as  either  good  weapons  or  good 
medical  equipment,  and  that  is  the  proper 
feeding  of  our  troops.  I  have  toKlay  re- 
ceived two  letters,  but  I  shall  not  weary  I 
the  Committee  with  reading  the  whole  of 
them.  They  are  from  men  at  the  front 
who  are  unknown  to  me,  but  they  show 
that  the  troops  have  not  been  well  looked 
after,  and  if  they  had  had  proper  com- 
missariat we  should  not  have  had  the 
same  amount  of  sickness.  One  of  these 
letters  is  from  a  constituent  of  mine, 
whose  son  wrote  to  him  as  follows — 

"  I  have  had  some  strange  experiences  out 
here.     What  do  you  think  !    I  have  gone  from 
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door  to  door  in  some  towns  asking  and  begging 
for  bread,  and  been  thankful  for  a  dry  crust  I 
have  gone  for  weeks  on  end  with  only  one 
biscuit  a  day,  sometimes  without  even  that." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
will  recognise  that  these  letters  are  at 
his  disposal  if  he  wishes  to  see  them. 
The  other  letter  is  somewhat  of  the  same 
nature  and  is  to  this  effect — 

"  For  the  last  month  weariness  and  hunger 
have  been  the  only  sensations  we  have  been 
capable  of  unless  it  is  a  surly  do&ged  determi- 
nation to  see  the  thing  through,  which  has 
helped  our  men  along  on  their  dreary  foot-sore 
tramp,  and  has  kept  them  in  the  ranks  when 
sickness  and  fatigue  would  otherwise  have 
forced  them  to  fall  out  in  sheer  despair.  It  has 
been  want  of  food  that  has  been  the  heaviest 
burden  we  have  had  to  bear.  We  were  hungry 
after  we  left  Winburg  ;  we  were  hungrier  still 
when  we  reached  Kroonstad  ;  but  from  Linley 
to  Johannesburg  we  have  been  hungriest  of  all. 
For  months  we  have  had  no  bread,  for  many 
davs  no  biscuit,  and  for  the  last  few  days 
before  the  battle  of  Florida  Heights  we  have 
received  no  bread  rations  at  all  save  a  pinch 
or  two  per  man  of  coarse  ground  mealie,  which 
will  not  make  dough,  but  can  only  be  boiled 
into  a  gritty,  tasteless,  indigestible  porridge. " 

I  do  not  propose  to  read  these  letters  at 
any  greater  length.  Of  course,  nobody 
expects  that,  in  a  campaign  such  as  we 
have  been  engaged  in,  trie  troops  will 
not  have  to  undergo  some  hardships,  but 
I  do  say  that  if,  instead  of  giving  out  this 
dough  and  flour,  they  had  given  oatmeal 
it  would  have  had  very  excellent  effects. 
If  this  had  been  done  I  think  the  health 
of  our  troops  would  have  been  far  better 
than  it  has  been  through  this  campaign. 
I  could  have  given  many  other  instances, 
but  I  will  refrain  at  present  from  giving 
any  more  extracts  from  letters  which 
have  reached  me.  I  have  received  letters 
from  quite  independent  sources  in  which 
they  say  that  our  troops  have  been  half 
I  starved.  If  the  troops  had  had  oatmeal 
I  instead  of  this  queer  mealy  stuff  there 
would  not  have  been  the  same  necessity 
I  for  the  strain  upon  the  Royal  Army 
[  Medical  Corps.  I  do  hope  the  hon. 
Member  the  Under  Secretary,  who  always 
I  listens  with  courtesy  to  any  suggestions 
which  are  made,  will  see  that  sufficient 
oatmeal  is  sent  out  to  South  Africa  to 
supply  the  troops. 

♦Sir    J.    FERGUSSON    (Manchester, 

N.E.)  said  he  should  like  to  say  one  word 

I  in  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 

I  hon.  Member  opposite.      He  had  given 

many  details  in  regard  to  the  hardships 

which  the  troops  had  undergone,  but  he 

thought  it  would  be  found  on  investiga- 

I  tion  that  many  of  those  hardships  were 
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due  to  the  unfortunate  capture  of  convoys  |  friend  who  represented  the  War  Office 
by  the  enemy.  They  all  knew  that  in  !  had  acknowledged  that  they  had  been 
war  such  accidents  would  happen,  and  he  ,  short-handed,  but  it  was  to  a  large  extent 
did  not  think  anybody  would  complain    only  for  a  time.     Not  only  had  they  been 


seriously  of  matters  like  that,  which  were 
purely  the  incidents  of  war.  Ho  thought 
they  would  be  wasting  the  time  of  the 
Committee  considering  hardships  which 
were  inevitable,  although  if  they  were 
preventible  and  someone  had  blundered 


short-handed,  but  the  doctors  had  not 
been  in  the  places  where  they  would  have 
been  most  useful,  and  there  never  was  a 
time  when  the  great  change  made  in  the 
composition  of  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment some  years   ago  had  been   more 


it  would  be  a  different  matter.  There  j  clearly  proved  to  be  a  mistake.  Under 
must  be  minute  inquiry  into  many  of  the  j  the  old  system  the  medical  officers  used 
incidents  of  this  war.  There  was  a  general ;  to  gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
opinion  that  there  had  been  many  failures  ,  regiments  to  which  they  were  attached, 
and  much  unnecessary  loss  of  life  in  \  and  they  knew  exactly  the  requirements 
some  of  the  initial  stages  of  the  cam  |  and  the  character  of  the  men  they  had  to 
paign ;  indeed,  it  was  difficult  to  I  deal  with.  It  was  only  natural  thtt 
understand  how  men  high  in  authority,  '  medical  men  who  were  moved  about  from 
who  had  previous  experience  of  war  in  !  one  regiment  to  another,  who  were  here 
South  Africa,  could  have  made  certain  ,  to-day  and  gone  to  -  morrow,  could 
recommendations  as  to  the  constitution  of  i  never    gain     a     thorough      knowledge 


of    the    requirements    of  the   regiment* 
to    which    they    were   attached.     That 
change  was  made  in  what  had  been  de- 
scribed as  the  halcyon  days  when. the 
Estimates  were  lower  and  when  every- 
thing   was    pared    down    closely,      tie 
remembered  the  time  when  a  saving  on 
the  Army  Estimates  was  made  at  the  last 
minute  by  reducing  every  company  by 
ten    men,   but  as  the    regiments    were 
not  up  to  establishment  it  only  made  t 
difference  on  paper.     At  the  time  many 
of   them  argued  against  this  change  in 
the   composition  of  the  Army   Medical 
Department,    and    he    did    not   believe 
there    was    a    medical     officer    in    the 
Army  at  the  present  time  who  would 
not  say  that  the  change  was  very  much 
the    to  be  regretted.     He  had  never  met  an 
He  i  officer  who  had  anything  to  say  in  favour 
of  this  change ;  and   what  could   be  ex- 
pected in  the  case   of    a  regiment  who 
went  out  on  active  service  with  medical 
men  who  had  only  lately  joined  them  \ 
He  had  very  good  reason  to  believe  that 
very  often  some  of  the  most  necessary 
appliances  in  field  hospitals  were  wanting, 
because  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of 
them  were  afraid  to  speak  out.     He  had 
for    great    emergencies  i  good  reason  to  think  that  very  often  the 
been  in   the   past.      It '  deficiency  in  articles  of  the  first  necessity 
1    was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  medical 
officers  themselves      knew     that     they 
would      make      themselves      unpopular 
with    their    superior     officers     if    they 
pressed  for  those  articles.     That  would 
not  be  so  if  the  medical  officers  had  a 
settled  position  from  which  they  could 


the  force  to  be  employed  which  surprised 
people  less  well  informed.  Those  were 
matters  which  would  no  doubt  be  inquired 
into.  It  was  impossible  to  imagine  that 
earnest  men  in  charge  at  the  War  Office 
would  not  take  to  heart  the  lessons  of  the 
war.  He  confessed  that  he  could  not 
share  the  words  of  depreciation  thrown 
out  against  those  charged  with  the  heavy 
responsibility  of  this  war.  In  the  case  of 
men  like  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
who  had  gained  a  high  reputation  in 
other  very  important  positions,  those 
charges  would  have  belied  his  former 
history.  He  ventured  to  say  that  there 
had  never  been  anyone  in  office  in  this 
country  who  had  been  more  painstaking, 
more  earnest,  and  more  ready  to  hear 
suggestions  from  all  quarters  than 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
believed  his  courage  was  equal  to  his 
patience  and  skill,  and  if  they  only  con- 
sidered how  much  had  been  accomplished 
by  the  War  Office  he  thought  they  would 
be  more  inclined  to  make  allowance  for 
any  shortcomings.  At  the  same  time  he 
agreed  with  those  who  urged  that  their 
system  must  be  largely  remodelled,  and 
that  the  country  must  be  better  prepared 
in  the  future 
than    they   had 

would  never  do  for  them  again  to  send 
men  out  so  hurriedly,  and  put  them 
in  uniform  with  arms  which  they 
did  not  know  how  to  use.  They  should 
be  better  prepared  in  the  future,  and  the 
lessons  of  this  war  must  be  taken  to  heart. 
With  regard  to  the  Army  Medical  De- 


partment, there  could  be  no  doubt  that   not  be  displaced  except  for  some  grave 
they  had  been  short-handed.    Hi&  \\oxv.x  l*j\\xr*\xv  xfo&vc  duty.    He  thought  if  the 

Sir  J.  Fergusson* 


1881 


Supply — Army 


{2.7  July  1900}     (Supplementary)*  Estimate.     1582 


Iftqniry  to  be  held  went  deeply  into  this 
ion,  and  if  the  medical  officers  en- 
came  forward  and  stated  what  they 
it,  he  was  sure  it  would  be  found 
this  was  a  weak  spot  in  the  Army 
Medical  Department  which  would  have 
to  be  obviated.  No  doubt  to  a  great 
tttent  the  Army  Medical  Department  was 
OB  its  trial  in  South  Africa,  and  he  should 
fee  surprised  if  it  did  not  come  out 
4  it  successfully,  because  it  was  largely 
Composed  of  men  who  were  anxious  to  do 
their  duty,  and  who  were  ready  to  devote 
themselves  at  any  sacrifice  to  carry  out 
their  work  as  well  as  they  could.  He 
Wieved  that  in  nothing  which  Lord 
Lansdowne  had  done  had  he  shown  more 
fhdom  than  in  the  raising  of  the 
character  of  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment. No  doubt  the  question  would  be 
dealt  with  courageously  after  this  lament- 
.sMe  war  had  closed,  and  no  pains  would 
be  spared  to  remedy  those  faults  so  that 
in  time  to  come  their  gallant  soldiers 
would  have  to  suffer  less  than  they  had 
done  in  this  campaign. 

Dr.  FARQUH ARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.)  said  he  agreed  with  a  good  deal  of 
what  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  said.  As  one  who  had  served 
in  the  Army,  he  knew  the  ties  which  pre- 
viously existed  between  the  doctor  and 
his  regiment.  Nevertheless,  he  concurred 
with  the  present  arrangement  because  he 
thought  it  had  been  found  that  the  old 
plan  was  quite  unworkable  under  present 
modes  of  warfare,  and  the  short  service 
system  rendered  the  old  methods  not  so 
necessary.  A  doctor  in  the  Army  used 
to  be  expected  to  know  exactly  the  con- 
stitutions of  his  patients,  and  he  used  to 
know  who  were  the  malingerers.  Lord 
Lansdowne  had  raised  the  status  of  the 
Army  Medical  Corps  by  giving  them  their 
proper  Army  rank,  and  what  had  just 
been  said  bore  that  out.  There  was  an 
impression  that  a  simple  doctor  would 
not  get  such  good  terms  for  the  men 
under  his  control  as  he  would  if  he  were 
a  major  or  a  captain ;  that  if  he  had  his 
proper  rank  he  would  get  better  terms  in 
the  field  from  the  transport.  He  was  in 
accord  with  the  hon.  Member  for  West- 
minster to  some  extent.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man called  attention  to  the  starvation  of 
tho  Army  Medical  Department.  Those 
who  had  followed  the  debates  in  the 
House  would  be  aware  of  the  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Member  for  the 
Forest    of  Dean,   the   hon.   Member  for 


]  West  Belfast,  and  himself  had,  over  and 
over  again,  pointed  out  the  paucity  of  the 
ranks.  When  it  was  proposed  to  send 
out  two  army  corps,  it  was  pointed  out 
there  was  not  sufficient  medical  service 
for  one.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  as 
to  the  deficiency  of  nurses,  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Westminster  did  not  give 
sufficient  credit  to  the  male  nursing. 
Those  male  nurses  might  not  be  so  well 
up  in  scientific  nursing  as  female  nurses, 
but  there  was  a  sense  of  comradeship 
between  them  and  their  patients,  many  of 
whom  would  prefer  their  ministrations  to 
those  of  a  trained  female  nurse. 

*Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  said  he  had 
no  desire  to  discuss  the  respective  merits 
of  male  and  female  nursing;  all  he  said 
was  that  in  war  time  if  nurses  were 
required  they  must  be  female  nurses,  be- 
cause no  large  supply  of  male  nurses 
would  be  available. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  said  there 
should  be  a  larger  reserve  of  medical 
officers.  He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with 
the  answer  of  the  Under  Secretary  a  few 
days  previously,  in  which  he  said  a  large 
number  of  well-trained  meu  had  been 
employed  in  this  campaign. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Everyone  who  has 
volunteered  has  been  sent  to  the  front. 


Dr.  FARQUHARSON  said  in  that 
I  case  his  observations  were  not  to  the 
point.  He  concurred  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Westminster  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  an  independent  transport  for  the 
Army  Medical  Department ;  it  was  well 
known  that  during  all  these  great  cam- 
[  paigns  the  exigencies  of  the  military  pur- 
poses were  given  first  place  so  far  as 
transport  was  concerned,  and  he  hoped 
that  one  result  of  the  inquiry  would  be  to 
lay  down  a  principle  of  some  arrangement 
of  this  kind.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
anything  was  going  to  be  done  at  the 
end  of  the  war  with  regard  to  the  Indian 
Bearer  Fund.  He  could  not  admit,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westminster  had 
stated,  that  the  results  of  the  campaign 
were  disastrous.  No  doubt  it  was  sad 
to  see  men  suffering  from  enteric  fever 
lying  on  the  ground,  but  the  results  of 
the  campaign  were  admirable  when  one 
considered  that  there  was  only  20  or  21 
per  cent,  of  deaths  as  against  17  percent 
in  civil  life. 

♦Colonel    BLUNDELL    (Lancashire, 
Ince)    said   one  thing  which    those   in- 
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terested  in  this  matter  ought  to  know 
was  what  the  Army  was  formed  for.    The 
Army  was  organised  by  Lord  Cardwell 
to  send  60,000  men  abroad,  yet  in  the 
case  of  this  war  we  had  sent  more  than 
three  times  that  number,  and  had  had  to 
find  supplies  for  more  than  four  times  the 
number.       Had  any  Continental  nation 
been  subjected  to  the  same  difficulties 
they  would  not  have  been  able  to  meet 
them  in  the  way  in  which  our  Army  had 
met  many  of  the  difficulties  of  this  cam- 
paign.    When  the  whole  conduct  of  the 
war  was  inquired  into  it  would  be  found 
that  the  War  Office  would  come  out  far 
better  than  many  others  who  had  had  to 
deal  with v  the  question.     The  organisation 
for   sending  out  troops   had  worked   so 
smoothly    and   well   that  it   had  rather 
escaped  notice.     Although  he  had  spoken 
generally  in  favour  of  the  War  Office  he 
was  not  one  of  those  who  was  satisfied 
with  army  organisation  as  it  is  at  home 
now.     Every  District   Command   should 
be  organised  as  an  army  corps,  or  divi- 
sion, and  embrace  every  force  within  it. 
The   old   theory   was   that  in   the   field 
anything  up  to  100,000  men  should  be 
organised  in  divisions,  and  anything  over 
that  should  be  organised  in  army  corps. 
Too  much  pressure   had  been  put  upon 
the  chief  of   the  staff  by  the  organisa- 
tion in  the  present  war.     He  objected 
to  engineers  being  turned  into  clerks  of 
works.     He   ventured   to  urge   that  an 
engineer   officer   should   be   attached   to 
every  infantry  and  cavalry  regiment  for 
a  short  period  of  time  for  the  purpose 
of  teaching    rapid   entrenchment,  which 
undoubtedly    was    one    of     the     things 
which  the  war  had  shown  to  be   neces- 
sary.     Then  there  was  another  import- 
ant point,   and  that  was  with  reference 
to  the  Reserves.  He  would  strongly  urge 
that  an  option  should   be  given  to  men 
of  fair  character  to  receive  twopence  per 
day  extra,  and  to  be  called  "  furlough  re- 
serve men,"  who  could  be  recalled  to  the 
colours  by  a  simple  order  from  the  Horse 
Guards,  or  from  the  officers  commanding 
their  regiments,  so  that  whenever  a  regi- 
ment was  wanted  for  a  small  war  it  could 
take  these  men   with  it.       That  would 
enormously  increase  our  strength.     If  the 
Army  had  to  meet  men  armed  with  modern 
weapons  it  should  consist  of  regiments  the 
men    in     which    were     accustomed    to 
act  together,  actuated  by  that  esprit  de 
corps  which  makes  a  man  do  more  if  he  is 
working    with    men  whom   he    knows. 
Another  point  with  which  eveTyona  wo\M 

Colonel  Blundell 


agree  was  that  arrangements  should  be 
made  whereby  the  Reservists  should  have 
shooting  practice  every  year.  In  con- 
clusion, he  strongly  urged  the  Committee 
to  recollect  what  had  been  done  in  the 
way  of  sending  an  enormous  force  which, 
on  the  whole,  was  very  well  equipped,  to 
South  Africa.  Of  course,  the  War 
Department  had  to  buy  horses  all  over 
the  place,  and  had  to  extemporise  a 
large  portion  of  their  medical  Depart- 
ment; but  when  the  matter  was  fully 
analysed  it  would  be  found  that  the 
War  Office  had  done  well,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  Militia  and 
Volunteers.  He  hoped  the  War  Office 
would  publish  a  statement  as  to  what 
had  been  done  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  campaign.  Everybody  must  feel 
that  what  the  Army  had  to  contend 
with  was  not  only  the  extraordinary 
improvement  in  small  arms,  but  also 
in  the  power  of  moving  guns  of  posi- 
tion with  a  field  force.  He  felt  sure 
that  if  any  other  nation  were  placed  in 
the  same  position  it  would  have  suffered 
quite  as  much. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  At  the  outset  I  desire  to  say  that 
I  admire  the  manner  in  which  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  has  always  answered 
us  in  debate.  I  have  a  great  admiration 
for  his  assiduity  and  hard  work,  and  I 
regret  that  I  am  put  in  a  position  of 
having  to  make  a  protest  against  the  War 
Office.  I  think,  however  much  we  may 
like  an  individual,  and  however  good 
the  work  of  individuals  may  have  been, 
still  the  whole  conduct  of  this  campaign 
has  been  so  bad  that  some  protest  should 
be  made,  and  I  therefore  shall  move  a 
reduction  of  this  Vote,  as  a  protest 
against  the  recent  grave  mistakes  of  the 
War  Office,  and  also  to  call  attention  to 
the  need  for  military  reform.  The  only 
speech  during  this  debate  in  which  the 
War  Office  was  not  condemned,  was  that 
just  delivered  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman.  Before  I  go  into  what  I 
consider  the  graver  mistakes  that  have 
been  committed,  I  wish  to  ask  one  or 
two  questions.  The  first  is  about 
the  huts.  In  this  Vote  £500,000  is 
taken  for  huts  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
How  many  men  will  they  accommodate, 
and  whereabouts  are  they  to  be  situated  t 
Then  I  should  like  to  ask  a  question  as  to 
the  Royal  Reserves.  I  have  seen  a  great 
deal  of  them,  and  I  have  seen  their  ab- 
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They  have  been  cavalry  without  horses, 
flrfantry  without  rifles,   lancers  without 
knoee,  artillery  without  guns,  and  alto- 
ytifcer  a  practically  useless  body.    They 
■we  also  been  deficient  in  officers.  When 
I  asked  a  question  a  little  while  ago  I 
Wm»  informed  that  the  average  proportion 
of  officers  to  men  was  14  per  1,000  in  the 
infantry.     Anyone    who    has   done  any 
soldiering  at  all  will  know  that  when  you 
got  to  drill  men  who  have  for  years 
unaccustomed  to  drill,  when  you 
regot  to  lick  a  regiment  into  shape, 
14  oflScers  to  1,000  is  a  ridiculously  small 
proportion.    It  is  much  less  than  the  pro- 
portion in  foreign  armies,  where  the'officers 
are  worked  much  harder,  and  where  there 
very  many  more   non-commissioned 
than  we  have  in  the  Reserve  regi- 
es.    The  result  is  that  the   Reserve 
fane    is  of  very  little  use     either     for 
foreign  service  or  for  the  defence  of  this 
oountry.     Then  there  is  another  question. 
Tliere  is  an  item  in  this  Vote  for  medicines 
and  instruments.     I  saw  a  letter  from  a 
medical  man  who  had  been  out  at  the 
front,  who  complained  that  the  medicines 
provided  were  not   sufficient   or   varied 
enough,  and  that  the  instruments  were 
not  jjood  enough  for  field  and  stationary 
hospitals.      I  should    like    to    have    an 
assurance  as  to  the  quality,  quantity,  and 
variety  of  the  medicines  sent  out  for  the 
troops,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be 

F'ven.  There  is  an  item  also  for  small  arms. 
would  like  to  hear  that  efficient  small 
arms  are  issued  to  all  the  troops  in  South 
Africa,  or  who  are  now  in  training  at 
home,  and  that  they  are  not  compelled  to 
shoot  with  rifles  that  are  worn  out,  and 
cannot  shoot  straight.  Thousands  of  men 
are  supposed  to  be  going  through  their 
course  of  musketry  instruction  with  worn- 
oat  rifles  that  will  not  carry  straight.  Is 
there  any  hope  of  the  new  rifles  being 
given  to  the  men  within  a  reasonable  time 
of  the  ending  of  the  war  1  I  hope  to  see 
them  issued  or  ready  for  delivery  by 
Christmas.  Then,  with  regard  to  guns. 
Three  millions  are  put  aside  for  the 
Chinese  Expedition ;  but  I  do  not 
see  any  sum  for  more  guns.  I 
believe  that  572  guns  were  or- 
dered at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  were  included  in  the  Army  Esti- 
mates ;  but  if  there  is  to  be  a  Chinese 
Expedition,  more  than  these  572  will  be 
required.  I  should  like  to  see  more 
position  guns  and  field  guns.  One  of  my 
oomplaints  against  the  War  Office  is  that 
they  knew  that  guns  of  position  were 


used  in  the  field  at  last  year's  German 
manoeuvres.  We  had  representatives  there 
who  ought  to  have  reported,  if  they  did 
not  report,  upon  them.  I  do  not  want  to 
hark  back  on  the  ridiculous  blunder  of 
the  War  Office  saying  to  the  Australian 
colonies  that  they  wanted  infantry  and 
not  cavalry ;  but  to  this  day  we  are 
suffering  from  a  shortness  of  mounted 
troops  and  a  shortness  of  horses.  One 
initial  mistake  was  made  from  which  we 
have  suffered  enormously.  When  the 
Government  knew  that  we  should  have 
something  like  60,000  well  armed  and  well 
equipped  men  to  fight  against,  they  only 
sent  10,000  from  India  and  none  from 
England.  These  10,000  men  were  over- 
whelmed by  superior  numbers.  Natal 
was  invaded,  our  enemies  were  increased 
by  rebels  from  our  own  colonies,  and  we 
had  much  greater  difficulty  than  if  the 
War  Office  had  sent  much  greater  forces 
at  the  beginning.  They  ought,  at  the 
very  start,  to  have  sent  10,000  troops 
from  England  in  addition  to  those  from 
India.  The  Commander-in-Chief  said 
that  an  army  corps  was  ready  as  soon  as 
the  transports,  and  we  had  more  transports 
here  than  in  India.  We  have  been  promised 
reforms  in  the  War  Office  over  and  over 
again ;  yet  two  years  ago  it  was  found 
that  there  were  serious  deficiencies  in  the 
land  transport.  At  the  autumn  manoeu- 
vres, the  War  Office  thought  they  could 
do  with  amateur  transport,  and  thev  got 
an  energetic  private  firm  to  undertake  it. 
But  it  Droke  down  utterly.  At  that 
time,  therefore,  the  War  Office  knew  that 
they  had  not  land  transport  for  30,000 
men  in  England.  What  happened  t 
Whereas  the  10,000  men  sent  from  India 
had  transport  and  everything  necessary, 
the  moment  troops  were  required  to  be 
sent  from  England  there  was  a  great 
deficiency  of  transport. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  There  was 
not. 

Mr.  WARNER:  I  can  prove  it 
thoroughly.  The  first  thing  that  Lord 
Roberts  and  Lord  Kitchener  found  when 
they  went  out  to  South  Africa  was  that 
the  regimental  transport  was  utterly  defi- 
cient. *  The  officers'  transport  was  reduced, 
and  by  great  strain  sufficient  transport 
was  managed  to  be  obtained  to  make  an 
advance— -but  an  advance  only  along  a 
railway — not  transport  sufficient  to  enable 
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the  army  to  march  independent  of  the 
railway.      Lord     Methuen    and     other 
generals  said  over  and   over  again  that 
they  had  no  transport  sufficient  to  allow 
them     to     leave     the     railway.      This 
want     of     transport     has     been      the 
cause     of     the    most    serious    reverses; 
the   generals    were   compelled   to    make 
frontal  attacks,  which  cost  so  many  lives, 
instead  of  flank  attacks,  which  they  could 
have    done    had    there     been    sufficient 
transport.     Then,  the    sort  of   transport 
was    wrong.      So    enamoured  were   the 
authorities  at  Woolwich  of  their  wagons, 
that    when  Australia  offered  to  supply 
transport  for  their  own  contingents  thsy 
were   told   that    the    wagons  must  first 
come  to  Woolwich  to  be  inspected.     Of 
course,   Australia  did   not   send  wagons 
to  Woolwich.     It  was  rather  a  long  way 
round  to  South  Africa.     The  last  proof 
I  will  give  of  the  failure  of  transport  is 
that  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  of  the 
Eoyal  Army    Medical    Corps  was  that 
their  transport  was  reduced  to  one-fifth 
of  what  it  ought  to   have   been      That 
was  an  absolute  crime — something  akin 
to   shooting  the    wounded — or    it  is    a 
proof  that  the  transport  was  deficient.     I 
do  not  myself  think  it  was  a  crime.     The 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  did  the  best 
they   could,  but  the  transport  was   in- 
efficient.     We  had  letters    read  to  the 
House  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
troops   had  been  fed    on   one   biscuit    a 
day.     The  greater  proportion   of   Lord 
Roberts's  army  were  on  half  rations  not 
for  one  week  or  a  month,  but  for  nearly 
three  months.      It  is  not  a  question  of 
the  hardships   that    have  to  be  endured 
in   war.     These    must   always    be  faced 
and      suffered,      and      occasions       must 
arise      when,      owing      to      temporary 
shortcomings     in     the    transport,     they 
will    have    to     go    on    short  commons; 
but  for  the  main  arnay  in  the  field  to  be 
kept  permanently  on   half  rations,   not 
for  a  week  or  two  but  for  three  months, 
is  a  shame.     [An  Hon.  Member:    No.] 
Yes ;     the    evidence     is     coming    home 
gradually.     Man   by  man,  invalids   and 
wounded  soldiers  are  returning  from  the 
front  telling   the  same   story,  and  that 
story  will  be  retold  in  the  constituencies. 
One    other    difficulty    the    troops  have 
been  under  which  shows  that  the  trans- 
port was  not  quite  perfect,  and  that  is 
that  the  money  payments  to  the  troops 
have    not  been   forthcoming.     I  believe 
the  greater  part  of  the  troops  have  wot 

Mr.  Warner. 


been  paid  for  three  months.  I  have  seen 
a  letter  from  a  brother  officer  of  mine  who 
enlisted,  in  which  he  states  that  the  men 
have  not  been  paid ;  and  I  have  seen 
many  other  letters  which  declared  that 
there  had  been  difficulties  about  the  pay- 
ment of  the  soldiers  from  March  till  June! 
I  do  not  make  these  statements  from 
hearsay  ;  I  have  seen  the  letters,  and  that 
is  proof  that  communications  have  been 
very  badly  kept  up.  There  have  been 
constant  complaints  of  the  failure  of  our 
artillery.  What  was  my  surprise  to  turn 
up  the  other  day  an  old  paper,  printed  in 
June,  1897,  in  which  Lord  Salisbury,  in 
reply  to  a  memorial  from  the  Service 
Members  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
both  horse  and  field  artillery,  said — 

"  May  I  beg  you  to  convey  an  assurance  that 
I  will,  in  conjunction  with  my  colleagues,  con- 
sider carefully  the  points  to  which  you  have 
directed  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. n 

These  points  may  have  been  paid  atten- 
tion to  in  theory,  but  not  in  practice;  and 
the  result  was  that  we  went  into  the  war 
with  only  two  and  a  half  guns  per  thou- 
sand soldiers,  whereas  every  foreign 
Power  provides  five  guns  per  thousand. 
Then,  we  went  into  the  war  without  guns 
of  position,  whereas  Germany  had  got 
guns  of  position  mounted  for  use  in  the 
field.  We  must  have  inquiry  not  only  in 
regard  to  the  artillery,  but  into  the  sur- 
renders of  our  troops,  as  to  the  reasons 
for  our  defeat  after  defeat,  in  which  we 
lost  guns  and  prisoners.  We  know  that 
our  men  have  not  lost  their  pluck,  that 
their  shooting  has  not  been  at  fault,  that 
the  generals  have  been  very  good;  but 
there  has  been  something  deficient  in  the 
organisation.  When  we  were  told  that  there 
was  to  be  an  inquiry,  of  course  we 
expected  that  it  was  to  be  before  the  dis- 
solution ;  but  the  Government  are  putting 
it  off  until  another  Parliament  is  elected, 
and  the  sound  of  war  has  ceased,  and  the 
people  are  no  longer  anxious  about  sons 
who  have  been  wounded,  and  have  almost 
forgotten  the  relatives  they  have  lost 
We  want  something  done  sooner,  out  of 
which  there  may  spring,  not  tinkering 
reforms,  but  reforms  which  will  prevent 
breakdowns  in  the  commissariat,  in  the 
hospitals,  and  in  the  line  of  battle.  In  the 
old  phrase,  somelxxly  has  got  to  be  hanged. 
We  will  have  to  get  a  victim ;  but  the  day 
is  seemingly  to  be  put  off  before  we  find 
that  victim.  We  say  something  must  be 
\dot\fc  at  once^  some  remedy   found   for 
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this  crying  evil ;  and  some  assurance 
most  be  had  that  this  new  war  for 
which  we  are  asked  to  vote  three  millions 
to-day  is  not  going  to  be  carried  on  with 
the  same  blundering  as  in  South  Africa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  reduced  sum,  not  exceeding 
£11,499,900,  be  granted  for  the  said 
Service." — (J/r.  Courtenay  fVarner.) 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  one  question,  but  unfortunately 
there  is  no  one  present  to  ask  it  of.  It  is 
a  little  awkward  when  you  have  a  ques- 
tion  

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner, 
Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  and 
forty  Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (continuing) :  I  wish  to 
ask  one  question  on  the  subject  of  this 
Vote.  It  has  been  announced  that  there 
will  be  a  very  full  inquiry  into  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  this  war. 
I  am  sure  that  the  country  will  demand  a 
very  full  and  searching  inquiry  into  all  the 
details,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  Government  will  in  any  way 
shirk  this.  There  is  much  that  has  been 
done  to  their  credit,  and  I  am  sure  much 
will  be  done  by  the  inqiury  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country.  But  there  is  one  thing 
which  has  puzzled  the  man  in  the  street 
a  good  deal,  and  that  is  what  I  want  to 
ask  about.  We  do  not  want  the  despatches 
published  yet,  but  we  think  they  ought 
to  be  published  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to 
do  so.  What  we  know  is  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  been 
E'ven  on  certain  officers.  Certain  officers 
ive  been  sent  back  from  the  seat  of  war 
to  England.  We  must  presume  that  that 
has  been  done  for  some  reason  which 
the  Commander-in-Chief  thinks  of  suffi- 
cient importance.  What  I  wish  to 
ask  is  this :  how  does  it  come  about  that 
officers  who  have  held  high  command  in 
South  Africa,  who  have  been  sent  home 
to  England  because  they  have  evi- 
dently not  been  competent  to  carry  on 
their  work,  are  given  high  command 
when  they  come  back  to  England,  and  are 
considered  just  as  if  they  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  the  campaign  from  which  they 
have  been  sent  by  the  commanding 
officer  1  I  think  that  is  a  matter  in 
which  a  great  number  of  people  are 
interested.  People  do  not  like  exactly  to 
be  personaL  I  myself  do  not  know  a 
single  one  oi  those  who  have  come  back, 


but  I  say  that  it  is  demoralising  to  talk 
about  an  inquiry  into  the  losses,  and  into 
the  actions  which  led  to  the  disasters, 
when  some  of  the  officers  who  have  been 
responsible  for  those  disasters  come  home 
by  the  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  at  once  take  commands  of  high  posi- 
tion in  this  country.  That  does  seem  to 
me  a  very  extraordinary  position.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  duty  of  an  officer, 
and  especially  a  commanding  officer,  must 
be  to  be  efficient  in  the  field,  and  if  these 
officers  are  sent  home  because  they  are 
not  considered  competent  in  the  field,  it 
is  vital  to  the  prestige  of  the  Army,  as 
affecting  the  recruiting  and  the  position 
of  the  Army  at  home,  that  officers  who 
are  not  fit  to  take  command  at  the  seat  of 
war,  should  not  be  given  high  commands 
when  they  come  to  England.  I  am  not 
a  soldier,"  and  I  do  not  profess  to  know 
anything  about  it,  but  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  in  any  other  line  of  life  such  a 
result  would  not  be  possible.  Whether 
it  is  owing  to  the  system  of  the  War 
Office  or  some  other  reason  I  cannot  say  ; 
but  I  should  like  to  have  an  answer  from 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  can 
give  it,  how  this  comes  about,  because  I 
can  assure  him  that  it  is  talked  about  in 
many  parts.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  about 
the  reorganisation  of  the  War  Office  and 
putting  things  in  order  if,  when  a  man 
has  shown  himself  not  to  bo  efficient  and 
is  sent  home,  he  is  given  a  position  of  re- 
sponsibility in  this  country.  I  do  not 
wish  in  any  way  to  say  that  anything 
personal  has  been  charged  against  these 
gentlemen ;  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  ex- 
cellent men  and  brave  in  all  respects ;  but, 
when  they  have  been  held  to  be  unfit  to 
remain  in  their  commands  on  active  ser- 
vice, it  is  demoralising  to  the  service 
altogether  that  they  should  be  given  as 
high  positions  in  England  as  if  they  had 
been  successful  in  the  field.  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  some 
explanation  of  this  before  the  debate  is 
over. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire): 
No  one  will  contest  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken.  It  is  difficult  for  us  in  some 
of  these  cases  to  form  a  judgment  at  pre- 
sent, but  I  venture  to  support  the  re- 
quest he  has  made  that  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  should  give  us  some 
information  on  the  point  this  evening. 
There  are  one  or  two  other  questions 
which  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Under 
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Secretary  arising  out  of  this.  In  the  first 
place,  can  he  tell  us  whether  the  £500,000 
referred  to  in  the  Vote  has  been  spent  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  have  been 
two  sums  of  £500,000.  There  was  the 
first  £500,000,  and  the  one  now  under 
consideration. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  us  about  the  sum  for 
settlers,  and  what  the  probable 
aunual  cost  of  the  garrison  in  South 
Africa  will  be  1  Are  the  settlers  part  of 
the  garrison  or  not?  What  steps  are 
being  taken,  if  any,  in  the  direction  of 
this  colonisation  plan  ?  For  myself,  with- 
out prejudging  the  matter,  I  cannot  help 
confessing  to  considerable  doubt  as  to 
whether  any  large  enterprise  of  this  kind 
is  likely  to  be  successful.  I  only  hope 
that  it  may  be  found  possible,  because  it 
will  mean  that  that  portion  of  the  world 
would  obtain  a  valuable  ingredient  to  the 
population.  For  the  guidance  of  the 
public  it  is  very  desirable  in  any  enter- 
prise of  this  kind  that  we  should  know 
whether  or  not  the  hopes  of  the  authori- 
ties concerned  are  really  based  on  any- 
thing solid  and  substantial  in  regard  to 
the  matter.  It  must  be  a  matter  of  in- 
terest to  know  for  how  long  a  period  it 
will  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  garrison 
in  South  Africa,  and  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  translate  into  figures 
what  the  annual  burden  will  be.  An 
hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  a  short  time 
ago  hazarded  the  statement  that  in 
his  opinion  we  were  not  very  near 
the  end  of  the  war.  Everyone  who  has 
studied  this  Estimate  must  realise  that  it 
is  based  on  the  assumption  that  we  are 
near  the  end  of  the  war.  On  this  ques- 
tion I  do  not  mean  in  any  way  to  pin  the 
hon.  Gentleman  or  the  Government  to 
any  definite  opinion  they  have  not  ex- 
pressed ;  but  surely  it  is  reasonable,  when 
we  are  considering  an  Estimate  which 
provides  for  gratuities,  a  large  sum  for 
medals,  and  other  what  may  be  called 
terminal  charges  for  the  whole  enterprise, 
to  assume  that  in  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  any  rate,  as  Parliament  is  going 
to  rise,  we  ought  to  look  forward  to 
those  charges.  The  total  sum  taken  for 
these  terminal  charges  is  £7,500,000. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  us 
in  the  spring  when  bringing  in  the  last 
war  Estimate  that  he  had  estimated  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  -wax  \mX,\Y 

Copt.  Sinclair. 


30th  September.  If  after  that  Estimate 
we  have  in  the  end  of  July  an  Estimate 
making  provision  for  what  are  largely 
terminal  charges,  does  not  that  imply  to 
an  ordinary  man  who  looks  at  the  matter 
that  the  Government  at  any  rate  do  not 
think  there  is  any  obligation  on  them  to 
look  forward  to  any  very  long  continuance 
of  the  current  expenditure  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
is  really  going  off  the  rails.  He  has 
alluded  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, but  he  ought  to  keep  in  mind 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
announcement  referred  only  to  the  actual 
money  required.  In  Committee  of  Supply 
we  have  taken  provision  for  war  at  full 
pressure  for  two  months,  and  war  at  half 
pressure  for  six  months,  and  this  is  the 
Supplementary  Estimate.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  will  have  again 
to  come  to  the  House  for  Ways  and 
Means,  which  is  quite  a  different  matter. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  :  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  his  ex- 
planation. I  am  sure  his  explanation  is 
perfectly  clear  to  those  who  understand 
the  intricacies,  but  to  the  ordinary  man  who 
is  told  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  provision  has  been  made  for  the  war 
to  the  30th  September,  I  think  the  in- 
ference is  that  the  Government  do  not 
look  forward  to  a  long  continuance  of  the 
expenditure  after  that  date.  It  must  be 
remembered,  no  doubt,  that  the  burden 
of  the  war  since  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  made  his  statement  has  been 
greater  than  he  or  anyone  expected  The 
statement  was  made  before  the  great  out- 
break of  enteric,  before  the  great  loss  of 
life  by  disease,  and  before  the  reinforce- 
ments necessary  to  replace  this  loss  were 
sent.  I  must  confess  to  considerable  sur- 
prise at  finding  that  we  have  now  provi- 
sion for  the  war  being  carried  on  at  full 
pressure  for  two  months  and  at  half 
pressure  for  six  months,  and  that  we  have 
"  terminal  charges  "  as  well.    I  trust  most 

i  sincerely  that  the  estimate  of   the  hon. 

I  Gentleman  will  not  be  exceeded,  and  I  am 
sure  that  every  Member  in  this  House 

I  hopes  that  no  further  burden  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Government  or  the  country.  I 
am  not  concerned  myself  to-night  to  cri- 

!  ticise  the  War  Office.  For  my  part,  I 
agree  very  largely  with  the  hon. 
Member  who  said   that  the  administra- 

\  \»\ou  ol  VSfcfc  N^ra  Ite^cimeut  had  done  a 
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great  deal  more  than  we  had  any  right 
to  call  upon  them  or  expect  them  to  do. 
I  will  reserve  my  right  to  criticise  after- 
wards when  we  have  fuller  information. 
I  can  say  that  certainly  on  this  occasion, 
just  as  on  every  other  occasion  since 
the  beginning  of  this  lamentable  war, 
when  the  Government  have  come  to  the 
House  for  supply,  I  shall  vote  for  the 

Frosecution  of  the  war.  One  reason  why 
think  it  very  difficult  to  criticise  what 
has  been  going  on  in  South  Africa  with 
any  judgment  at  present  is  the  entire 
lack  of  official  information.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  last  said  he  did 
not  want  the  despatches. 

Mr.  BARTL.EY  :  I  said  not  at  present 
— not  until  the  war  is  over. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  quite  realise 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  said,  but  I 
regret  that  decision  more  than  I  can  say. 
I  think  it  is  the  greatest  mistake  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  confidence  of  the 
country  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government  in  carrying  out  this  war.  I 
do  not  want  the  despatches  produced  in 
order  to  give  critics  an  opportunity  for 
making  attacks  upon  the  Government  in 
the  very  least.  I  daresay  it  will  not  be 
believed,  but  I  say  it  honestly  and  frankly 
that  I  do  think  it  is  the  greatest  mistake 
in  the  world  that  the  Government  can 
make  not  to  give  us  from  time  to  time 
the  despatches  containing  the  intelli- 
gence in  regard  to  what  is  going  on  in 
South  Africa.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
in  a  speech  not  long  ago  referred  to  cer- 
tain proceedings  which  the  Government 
had  been  obliged  to  undertake,  or,  at 
least,  to  encourage,  in  order  to  stimulate 
the  patriotism  of  the  country,  and  to  pro- 
duce a  sufficient  number  of  recruits.  He 
described  the  proceedings  which  took 
place,  and  I  agree  with  him  that  they 
would  be  considered  insane  in  any  other 
country.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
some  of  the  people  of  this  country  con- 
sidered them  insane,  or,  at  any  rate,  open 
to  criticism.  If  you  want  the  people  of 
the  country  to  form  a  sound  and  wise 
judgment  as  to  the  war,  keep  them  in- 
formed. It  is  one  of  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  the  country  that  they  should  be 
informed,  responsible  as  they  are  in  sup- 
porting the  Government.  It  is  the  greatest 
regret  to  me  that  the  Government  have 
been  so  reticent  in  this  matter  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  despatches.  I  am  sure  it 
will   have    one    effect — however     much 


future  proceedings  may  re-establish  it— 
and  that  is,  it  must  undermine  and  impair 
the  confidence  of  the  country  in  the 
Government,  and  if  anything  is  necessary 
in  such  a  matter  as  this  it  is  that  the 
Government  should  be  strengthened,  not 
by  the  artificial  means  of  withholding  in- 
formation, but  by  full  and  unsparing 
intelligence.  Our  complaint  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  non-publication  of  the 
despatches.  It  refers  also  to  the 
censorship.  Censorship  which  is  purely 
military  and  for  military  purposes 
no  one  has  any  title  or  right 
to  object  to.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  an  army  in  the  field,  and  we  must 
submit  to  the  discretion  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, whoever  he  may  be. 
When  the  censorship  is  no  longer  military 
but  is  also  political — because  that  is  what 
the  censorsnip  in  South  Africa  has  been 
— I  believe  it  becomes  a  great  danger. 
Again  I  say  that  we  cannot  speak  with 
full  intelligence.  I  can  produce  to  the 
Committee  a  number  of  telegrams  which 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
military  operations,  but  relate  to  matters 
of  business — communications  going  from 
this  country  to  South  Africa,  entirely 
apart  from  military  operations,  which 
could  not  influence  tactical  or  strategical 
operations  in  tho  least  degree — which 
have  been  subjected  to  the  censorship. 
That  is  the  portion  of  the  censorship  to 
which  I  object  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  asked  the  hon. 
Member  whether  he  complained  of  sup- 
pression or  delay. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  complain  of 
suppression.  I  have  no  doubt  there  has 
been  delay.  I  complain  not  only  of  delay 
and  suppression,  but  of  editing  and  alter- 
ing. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  happens  here 
occasionally. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  to  my  know- 
ledge there  has  been  al>solute  suppression 
— that  is  to  say,  there  has  been  suppres- 
sion of  parts  of  telegrams.  This  may 
have  been  necessary,  but  it  is  a  very 
strong  step  to  take,  and  it  shows  what  a 
serious  business  this  has  been.  It  shows 
the  self-restraint  which  has  been  exercised 
in  the  country  when  attention  has  not 
been  more  freely  directed  to  this.  It  is 
common  knowledge  that  a  meeting  took 
place  somfc  mow  ugp  *fc  ^VlvsJel  wtca 
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twenty  Members  of  Parliament  were 
present.  I  was  not  present,  and  there- 
fore am  not  concerned  personally.  A 
message  was  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
reporting  that  the  meeting  had  taken 
place.  It  was  not  merely  curtailed  and 
altered,  it  was  suppressed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Can  you  give  the 
date? 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  wish  I  had 
brought  the  papers  here  to  give  full  in- 
formation to  the  House.  The  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Westminster  Palace 
Hotel  and  was  attended  by  twenty  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  who  expressed  their 
views  on  South  African  affaire,  which  I 
imagine  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  do. 
A  message  reporting  the  result  of  the 
meeting  was  sent  to  South  Africa.  I  have 
evidence  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  submit 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I  have  a  letter 
from  the  telegraph  office  saying  that  the 
telegram  was  not  delivered,  and  whether 
it  was  ultimately  delivered  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  will  see  that  a  charge  of  that 
kind  should  not  be  brought  in  this  way. 
I  do  not  think  he  ought  to  say  that  a 
message  was  sent  to  South  Africa  convey- 
ing the  result  of  a  meeting  unless  he  gives 
the  contents  of  the  message. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  do  so.  I  am  not  fully  prepared, 
as  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  preceded  me  suggested  it  to 
me.  I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  give 
the  Committee  the  facts.  Let  me  look  at 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  Not  only 
has  there  been  a  great  restriction  of  news 
going  from  here  to  South  Africa,  but  there 
has  also  been  a  serious  restriction  in  South 
Africa  itself.  I  call  attention  to  these 
matters  because  I  think  they  should  be 
known  in  order  to  give  people  materials 
for  forming  a  sound  judgment  on  the 
matter.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  do 
more  than  complain  about  these  matters. 
Question  after  question  has  been  put 
during  the  whole  of  this  session  on  these 
matters — questions  which  were  not^os- 
tile  and  which  were  not  put  in  an  inimical 
spirit — to  which  frank,  straightforward 
answers  would  have  immediately  silenced 
criticism.  I  can  now  read  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  telegram  to  which  I  referred  a 
few  minutes  ago. 

Captain  Sinclair. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  whole  of  the 


Captain  SINCLAIR:  The  whole  of 
the  message.  It  is  dated  February  14th, 
1900.  This  was  sent  to  "  News,  Cape 
Town,"  which  I  understand  is  a  telegraphic 
address. 

"  To  News 

"  Cape  Town.  Feb.  14th,  190Q. 

"  Influential  conference  Westminster  to-day 
many  Members  Parliament  delegates  all  parts 
support  Bannerman,  vigorous  Liberal  policy 
enthusiastically  voted  following  Conference 
desires  express  appreciation  strenuous  efforts 
peace  made  by  Cape  and  Natal  Ministers, 
testifies  deep  sense  difficulties  forced  upon 
colonists,  especially  severe  strain  inflicted 
upon  Dutch  by  war  with  which  Dutch  entirely 
out  of  sympathy." 

That  is  the  message,  and  no  one  can  say 
it  is  military  ;  it  certainly  seems  to  me  to 
have  no  tactical  or  strategical  importance. 
This  is  the  letter  which  came  from  the 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  Limited, 
dated  "London,  28th  February,  1900." 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  have  received  advice  from 
Cape  Town  to  the  effect  that  your  telegram  of 
14th  inst.  addressed  '  News,  Cape  Town/  has 
been  stopped  by  the  Government  censor." 

I  will  give  the  hon.  Member  another 
instance,  and  that  is  a  telegram  of  con- 
dolence sent  to  Lady  Symons  by  the  late 
General  Joubert.  The  telegram  as 
it  appeared  in  the  press  was  as  follows — 

"  Maritzburg,  26th  Oct. 
"The  following  telegram  was  received  by 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  at  Lady- 
smith  to-day  from  General  Joubert :  '  In 
answer  to  your  telegram  of  this  date  with 
reference  to  General  Symons,  I  must  express 
my  sympathy  and  have  to  inform  you  that  he 
was  unfortunately  badly  wounded,  died 
yesterday,  and  was  buried..  I  trust  the  great 
God  will  speedily  bring  to  a  close  this  unfor- 
tunate state  of  affairs  in  which  so  many  valu- 
able lives  have  been  and  are  being  sacrificed, 
such  as  that  of  General  Symons  and  others. 
I  express  my  sympathy  to  Lady  Symons  on 
the  loss  of  her  husband. 

The  telegram,  as  sent,  ran  in  this  way  in 
the  latter  portion — 

"  I  trust  the  great  God  will  speedily  bring 
to  a  close  this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs, 
brought  about  by  unscrupulous  speculators  and 
capitalists  who  went  to  the  Transvaal  to  obtain 
wealth,  and  in  order  to  further  their  interests 
misled  others  and  brought  about  this  shameful 
state  oficarfare  over  all  South  Africa,  in  which 
so  many  valuable  lives  have  been  sacrificed, 
etc.,  etc.," 

to  the  end,  as  published.  That  was 
a  telegram  in  which  General  Joubert 
expressed  his  opinion — an  opinion  in 
which  no    one  here   is  called   upon    to 
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■hare.  I  do  not,  by  reading  this  !  hon.  Gentleman  can  give  us  any  further 
telegram,  commit  myself  in  the  least  to  ;  information  as  to  how  this  money  is  to  be 
the  opinion  therein  expressed,  but  I  think  i  spent  and  whether  the  Government  have 
it  proves  that  the  censorship  has  not  been  !  any  grounds  for  believing  that  the  limits 
purely  military,  but  has  extended  to  !  of  our  expedition  are  known  or  can  be 
matters  political.  I  have  other  instances  '  estimated  in  any  degree,  I  am  sure  it  will 
1  could  bring  before  the  Committee,  but  |  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  Committee.  The 
I  think  these  are  sufficient  for  my  pur-  ]  Under  Secretary  drew  a  picture,  per- 
pose,  my  sole  object  being  to  prove  the  fectly  justifiably,  of  the  activity  of  the 
existence  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  I  present  Administration  in  regard  to  Army 
very  serious  state  of  things.  The  Govern- 1  affairs.  But  there  is  another  side  to  all 
ment  may  have  thought  themselves  en- 1  that.  We  must  not  forget  what  this  Ad- 
titled  to  take  these  very  grave  steps ;  I '  ministration  has  brought  in  other  re- 
only  wish  they  had  been  frank  with  the  j  pects.  It  has  brought  us  an  expenditure 
House  and  said  at  a  very  early  stage,  !  of  £62,000,000  on  this  war ;  it  has 
u  Well,  we  have  done  these  things ;  we  brought  us  in  South  Africa  a  state  of 
have  felt  obliged  to  do  them  ;  but  we  are  ;  affairs  which  is  nothing  less  than  a  mili- 
perfectly  willing  to  bear  whatever  re-  ■  tary  despotism ;  it  has  brought  us  to  the 
sponsibility  may  attach  to  our  action."  |  beginning  of  a  foreign  roster  in  con- 
We  find  in  South  Africa,  also,  the  pro- 1  nection  with  the  Indian  Army.  The 
hibition  of  newspapers  under  martial  law.  j  balance,  therefore,  is  not  all  on  one  side. 
At  the  present  moment,  two  newspapers,  j  I  do  not  lay  these  things  solely  at  the 
and  two  newspapers  alone  which  took  a  ;  door  of  the  present  Government,  but  I 
aide  opposed  to  the  war — Ons  Land  and  j  believe  the  spirit  on  which  the  Govern- 
the  South  African  News— have  their  cir-  ment.  have  relied  has  been  largely  respon- 
culation  prohibited,  not  only  in  the  Trans- I  sible  for  bringing  us  into  these  difficulties. 
vaal  and  the  Orange  River  Colony,  but  ]  This  being  the  only  opportunity  we  have 
also  in  large  districts  of  Cape  Colony,  i  of  criticising  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
That  seems  to  disclose  a  most  serious  !  ment,  I  have  ventured  to  avail  myself  of 
state  of  things.  I  it,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 

1  give  us  some  information  in  regard  to  the 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  a  serious  state  j  15,000  men  who  are  to  be  settled  in  South 

of  things ;  that  is  what  makes  the  course  |  Africa,  the  30,000  who  are  to  be  the  gar- 

of  action  necessary.  :  rison,  and  the  expenditure  with  reference 

to  the  hutting. 
Captain  SINCLAIR  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  too  experienced  and  far-seeing  a  »  Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln) :  I  have  no 
man  not  to  know  that  the  liberty  of  the  !  wish  to  follow  the  hon.  Member  into  his 
press  is  one  of  the  essential  liberties  of  !  general  discussion  of  the  relative  merits 
persons  living  under  the  British  constitu-  \  of  particular  parties,  of  the  censorship, 
tion.  You  may  be  doing  a  very  dangerous  i  or  of  the  publication  of  despatches,  but 
thing  in  suppressing  all  expression  of  j  I  must  say  that  any  abuse  of  the  Govern- 
opinion,  and  you  may  be  furthering  your  j  ment  for  withholding  despatches  comes 
policy  in  but  a  very  slight  degree  if  you  i  with  extremely  bad  grace  from  any  gentle 
take  such  stringent  and  severe  measures  j  man  sitting  on  the  benches  opposite.  There 
as  these.  But  I  brought  these  matters  j  ha*  been  but  one  fierce  and  determined 
forward  simply  to  justify  my  statement  j  attack  by  the  Opposition  upon  Her 
that  we  are  not  in  a  position  properly  to  !  Majesty's  Government,  both  in  this  House 
criticise  the  Government  because  of  the  ]  and  in  the  country,  during  the  whole 
severity  of  the  censorship.  While  I  am  |  course  of  the  war,  and  that  was  made 
perfectly  ready  to  vote  the  money  the  i  because  they  published  certain  despatches. 
Government  ask  for   to-night,  so  far  as  j  The  less,  therefore,  that  hon.  Gentlemen 


the  main  purpose  is  concerned,  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  reserve  my  criticism  in  other 
respects.  We  have  had  very  little  infor- 
mation about  China.  Wo  are  asked  to 
vote  £3,000,000  for  China.  I  do  not 
want  to  be  one  of  those  who  urge  the 
Government  to  be  aggressive  in  China — 
I  know  a  little  of  the  difficulties  of  their 


opposite  say  a1>out  the  withholding  of 
despatches  the  more  it  will  redound  to 
their  own  credit.  But  I  rose  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
would  answer  a  couple  of  questions.  The 
first  is  whether  he  can  give  us  any  idea 
as  to  how  many  of  the  Militia  regiments 
now     embodied    will     continue     to     be 


position  at  the  present  time ;  but  if  tbf    embodied  during  the  autumn.     It    may 
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be  quite  impossible  for  tie  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  answer,  but  it  would  be  a  great 
convenience  to  both  officers  and  men  if 
he  could  give  some  idea.  The  other 
question  is  whether  he  can  give  the 
Committee  any  information  as  to  the 
intentions  of  the  War  Office  in  regard  to 
the  Volunteers  and  Imperial  Yeomanry 
invalided  home.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
War  Office  will  treat  them  with  every 
consideration,  and  I  hope,  as  far  as 
possible,  they  will  be  enabled  to  go  to 
their  homes  and  their  friends.  They 
enlisted  for  the  war,  and  they  have 
suffered  very  great  hardships,  to  which, 
although  they  may  have  been  un- 
avoidable, no  one  expected  they  would 
have  been  subjected.  They  are  therefore 
entitled  to  every  consideration,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  questions  of 
this  kind  are  of  more  interest  to  the 
country  than  any  general  abuse  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Barnsley) :  Until  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire,  there  had 
been  no  reference  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  to  the  important  question  of  the 
provision  for  military  operations  in 
China  between  now  and  February  next. 
Important  though  the  affairs  relating  to 
South  Africa  may  be,  I  venture  to  say 
that  we  are  face  to  face  to-day  with  a 
still  graver  situation  in  the  great  Eastern 
Empire  of  China,  with  its  400  millions 
of  people.  As  I  understand  the  explana- 
tion given  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  there  is  pro- 
vided in  the  Vote  under  discussion  a  sum 
of  £3,000,000  for  military  operations 
which  may  be  necessary  in  upholding 
British  rights  and  interests  in  China 
between  now  and  next  February.  I 
cannot  help  noticing  the  enormous  differ- 
ence between  the  preparations  made  in 
the  case  of  South  Africa  and  in  the  case 
of  China.  To  assert  British  rights  and 
interests  in  the  South  African  Republics, 
with  a  population  numbering  less  than  that 
of  the  city  of  Manchester,  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  send  out  200,000  men.  In  regard 
to  China,  where  our  commercial  interests 
are  of  infinitely  greater  importance  than 
in  South  Africa — we  were  told  the  other 
night  that  of  the  £70,000,000  of  import 
and  export  trade  of  China  to-day  the  share 
of  the  British  Empire  is  no  less  than 
£43,000,000,  with  unlimited  opportunities 
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being  made  for  sending  out  only  11,000 
troops  and  4,000  coolies.  I  venture  to  ex- 
press grave  doubts  as  to  whether  that  is  an 
adequate  provision  for  upholding  our  just 
rights  and  interests.  I  desire  no  aggres- 
sion upon  China.  The  policy  I  advocate 
is  that  of  preserving  China  for  the 
Chinese,  with  equal  opportunities  for  all 
nations  to  trade  with  her.  With  regard 
to  what  will  happen  when  hostilities  are 
over,  and  the  question  of  settlement 
arises — which  I  hope  will  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  setting  up  an  enlightened  and 
stable  government  of  Chinese  to  govern 
the  Chinese  and  the  opening  up  of  the 
country  to  the  trade  of  all  nations — I 
put  this  case  to  the  Government :  If  we 
stand  on  one  side  now,  and  if  Russia  has 
50,000  troops  on  the  ground,  Japan 
50,000,  and  France  and  Germany  between 
them  perhaps  another  50,000,  and  Great 
Britain  with  her  £43,000,000  out  of  the 
£70,000,000  of  trade  only  1 1,000  troops, 
how  much  regard  will  these  other  nations 
pay  to  the  opinion  of  Great  Britain  as  to 
what  the  terms  of  that  settlement  should 
be  ?  If  we  are  to  have  a  proper  influence 
in  deciding  what  that  just  and  equitable 
settlement  should  be  it  is  incumbent  upon 
us  that  weshould  take  a  proper  share  in  the 
task  of  restoring  order  in  that  great  Empire. 
My  object  is  not  to  slay  the  Chinese  or 
to  advance  upon  Peking,  as  the  German 
Emperor  would  have  us  do,  as  a  matter 
of  revenge.  My  object  rather  is  that  we 
should  be  to  China  what  the  most  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  Chinamen  have 
expected  us  to  be — namely,  the  friend  of 
China,  the  friend  who  would  help  China 
to  resist  unjust  aggressions  of  nations 
like  Russia  and  Germany  on  the  integrity 
of  the  Chinese  Empire.  It  is  on  these 
lines  that  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  this- 
country  to  have  an  adequate  naval  and 
military  force  in  China — in  the  great 
Yang-tsze  region,  where,  I  believe,  we 
have  in  the  Viceroys  of  Nankin,  and 
Hunan,  and  Hupeh,  enlightened  and 
patriotic  Chinamen,  who  are  doing  their 
level  best  to  maintain  order,  and  to  pro- 
tect foreigners  in  the  enormous  territories 
over  which  they  rule.  What  is  required 
is  that  a  British  force  should  be  there, 
not  only  to  assist  them  to  maintain  order,, 
but  to  guarantee  to  them  full  protection 
in  their  persons,  official  position,  and  pro- 
perty,should  there  be  at  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties any  attempt  made  to  subject  them  to 
punishment  for  their  friendly,  patriotic, 


for  expansion  in  the  future — pTOv\fc\ou\a\an<i  *T&^foYu*l  aatioiu 
Mr.  Seely. 


It  is  for  these 
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reasons  I  believe  the  provision  to  be  in-  j 
adequate.      1    should  have  been    much  i 
relieved  if,  instead  of    11,000  we  were  j 
going  to  send  the  full  22,000  men  pro-  j 
video  for  in  the  Vote ;  I  should  have 
been  encouraged  to  hear  from  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  that    Her    Majesty's 
Government  had  included  in  this  Vote 
the  cost  of  transport  for   10,000  British  ! 
troops  from  South  Africa  to  China  ;  1 1 
should  have  been  glad  to  hear  that,  as  in  ! 
the  case  of  South  Africa,  Her  Majesty's  I 
Government  had  made,  if  we  cannot  spare 
a  sufficient  number  of  native  troops  from 
India,  an  appeal  to  the  Reserve  forces — the 
Militia,    Yeomanry,   and   Volunteers — of 
this    country    to    offer     themselves    for 
service  in  upholding  British  interests  in 
China.     I  am  glad  to  see  that  New  South 
Wales,     without    waiting    to  be  asked, 
has  undertaken  to  send  a  certain  number 
of  troors  to  assist  in  the  military  opera- 
tions in     China,    and     Her     Majesty's 
Government  might  well  have  given  our 
other  patriotic  colonies    an  opportunity 
to  assist    in  upholding    what    are  the 
commercial    interests,    not    of    England 
alone,      but    of     the     whole     Empire. 
The  fact  is  that  we  earnestly  hope  that 
these  serious  disturbances    which    have 
arisen  in  China  will  remain  local  and  will 
die  out  as  quickly  as  they  arise.     But 
who  is  there  here  who  can  confidently  pre- 
dict that  this  outbreak  of  the    Chinese 
against  the  foreign  intruders  will   not 
assume  larger    proportions  1    1    greatly  ! 
justify  the  action  of  the  Chinese  because  j 
they  have  been  exasperated  beyond  the  ; 
limits  of  endurance  by  aggressions  upon  i 
their  territory  from  Russia  and  Germany,  j 
and  those  aggressions,  in  all  probability,  | 
would   not    have    takon    place    if    Her ! 
Majesty's    Government  had  adopted    a  j 
firmer  policy.     These  complications  are  i 
consequent  upon  the  want  of  a  firmer  j 
policy  on  our  own  part  in  regard  to  our  | 
responsibilities  in  China,  and  it  is  a  duty 
that  rests  upon  us  now  to  give  all  the 
necessary  backing  and  assistance  to  China 
which  we  can,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the 
trouble,   this   nation,   at  any  rate,   will 
have  borne  a  worthy  part  in  upholding 
that  just  principle  of  non-aggression  upon 
Chinese  territory,  and  thus  show  to  the 
world  that  our  only  desire  is  to  preserve 
China  for  the  Chinese,  and  equal  rights 
for  all  the  nations  to  trade  there. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  said  he 
intended  merely  to  refer  to  some  of  the 
military  questions  which  had  cropped  up 


in  the  course  of  the  debate.  One  of  those 
questions  was  the  surrenders  of  British 
troops  which  had  taken  place  in  South 
Africa.  Those  surrenders  were  one  of 
the  most  unaccountable  things  connected 
with  this  war,  and  it  was  a  question 
which  should  be  most  thoroughly  inquired 
into.  He  believed  that  in  many  cases 
these  captures  resulted  from  the  want  of 
fire  discipline  on  the  part  of  the  men 
who  had  been  isolated,  who  wasted 
their  limited  supply  of  ammunition.  With 
magazine  rifles  their  ammunition  supply 
was  very  easily  fired  away.  In  many  of 
these  surrenders  the  British  troops  seem 
to  have  expended  their  ammunition  some- 
what recklessly,  and  instead  of  being  able 
to  hold  their  positions  by  steady  firing 
and  the  careful  preservation  of  their 
ammunition,  a  very  great  deal  was  wasted, 
and  consequently  the  men  were  put  at 
an  immense  disadvantage.  But,  whatever 
the  causes  might  have  been,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  commanding  officers  who 
surrendered  with  those  troops,  and  who 
were  responsible  for  taking  up  those 
positions,  and  for  the  disposition  of 
those  troops,  and  making  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  advance,  should  most  un- 
questionably be  court-martialed ;  because 
in  a  court-martial  they  got  evidence 
which  was  sworn,  and  they  could  go 
thoroughly  to  the  root  of  the  whole 
question.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
officers  who  had  been  temporarily  in 
command  should  be  tried,  but  whoever 
was  responsible  for  taking  up  the  position 
and  the  disposition  of  the  troops  in  the 
place  where  they  were  surprised  or 
captured  should  be  tried  by  court-martial 
in  the  same  way  as  a  captain  was  tried 
for  the  loss  of  his  ship.  He  believed 
that  that  rule  in  the  Navy  had  been  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  maintain- 
ing that  firm  determination  to  die 
rather  than  to  surrender.  With  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  of  their  men  in 
South  Africa,  whatever  failure  there  had 
been  was  the  result  of  having  to  put 
something  like  220,000  men  in  the 
field  when  they  were  only  prepared 
to  put  perhaps  30,000  or  60,000 
men  in  the  field.  Therefore,  it  was 
clearly  attributable  to  their  faulty 
system.  If  there  had  been  unnecessary 
suffering  for  want  of  proper  medical 
treatment  it  was  clearly  the  fault  of 
their  system  and  not  the  fault  of  in- 
dividuals. Personally  he  believed  that 
their  medical  officers  did  the  very  best 
that  was  within  their  ^ower.      It  had 
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been  found    necessary   to  attach  young 
doctors    to     the     service    to    meet    the 
emergency.       In    any    future    reorgani- 
sation    of      the     Army     Medical     De- 
partment he  trusted  that  those  respon- 
sible  would  take  into  consideration  the 
advisability    of    giving    to    the    Army 
medical   officers  more   experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  various  diseases  and  of 
wounds  than  they  had  in  the  past.     He 
would   suggest  that    in   the   future   the 
Army  Medical  Staff  should  be  able  to  go 
to  the  London  hospitals  or  hospitals  in 
other  towns   in    order   to  increase  their 
knowledge ;  where  they  would  be  face  to 
face     with    the     teachings    of    modern 
medical  science   and    so    increase   their 
knowledge  and  improve  their  power   of 
taking  care  of   the  officers   and  men  in 
the    Army.       The    hon.     Member    for 
Central      Sheffield      had      referred     to 
scouting.     He    wished    to     say   that    if 
scouting  was    to  be  properly  done  they 
would   have   to    adopt  an  entirely  new 
system.       As     one     who     had    been    a 
commanding  officer   he   could    say   that 
not    only    was    there     no     proper     en- 
couragement given    under    the    present 
system  for  training  in   this  most   valu- 
able   part    of    cavalry   manoeuvres,    but 
there  was  no  proper  time   set  apart  for 
this  important  work.      Scouting    meant 
that  they  must  use  their  horses  and  travel 
over  a  very  large  extent  of  country.     He 
knew  a  case  where  a  commanding  officer 
was  exceedingly  keen  about  scouting,  but 
when  his  regiment  came  to  be  inspected 
he  was  not  praised  for  his  scouting,  but 
he  was  blamed   because  his  horses  were 
not  in  such  a  good  condition.     Practical  ( 
scouting  work  meant  incessant  work  for 
both  horses  and  men,  for  they  must  be 
out    all    day,    and     they     would     have 
to     put     aside     a    great  deal  of   show. 
Regiments  were  never  praised  for  scout- 
ing work,  and  they  never  got  any  credit 
for  it.      If  they   were  going  to    teach 
their  cavalry  how  to  scout  well,  and  their 
infantry  to  shoot  well,  and  to  teach  both 
how  to  use  a  spade  and  to  be  able  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  entrenchments 
they   must   entirely   change    the    whole  j 
system,  so  that  commanding  officers  would  j 
be  encouraged  to  train  in  this  respect. 
They  would  have  to  change  the  generals 
who  were  to  judge  these  commanding 
officers.     They  required  an  entire  change 
of  system,  and  they  must  put  aside  some- 
thing of  the  show  of  the  Army  and  look 
more  to  the  practical  side  and  judge  xegv- 
ments  more  by  their  real  woTk.    M.any 
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clouds  were  rising  on  the  horizon.  The 
Secretary  of  State  said  that  we  have  no 
field  army  at  home.  He  unhesitatingly 
said  that  the  money  which  had  been  spent 
in  forming  Reserve  battalions  had  been 
simply  wasted.  The  Under  Secretary  had 
spoken  of  the  men  who  would  soon  re- 
turn to  this  country  from  South  Africa. 
We  might  find  ourselves  face  to  face 
with  a  war  against  a  great  continental 
nation.  Therefore,  it  was  necessary  that 
those  men  should  take  their  places  imme- 
diately in  a  great  framework.  Those 
troops  would  return  to  this  country  simply 
as  battalions,  and  there  would  really  be 
no  proper  field  force  in  this  country. 
Nobody  could  doubt  the  ability  of  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  and  the  War 
Office  could  not  have  found  a  more  able 
and  brilliant  advocate,  for  they  all  recog- 
nised his  ability.  They  all  recognised 
his  power  and  his  devotion  to  the  work, 
but  he  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  he 
believed,  in  this  critical  time,  when  they 
had  a  great  war  on  their  hands  in  South 
Africa,  and  when  there  was  a  possibility 
of  a  rising  in  China,  it  would  nave  been 
better  for  this  country  if  no  such  able 
advocate  as  the  Under  Secretary  had  been 
found  to  defend  the  War  Office.  In  that 
case  the  War  Office,  in  all  its  nakedness, 
would  have  been  before  the  country  ;  but 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had,  by  his  skill  and 
gift  of  language,  thrown  a  screen  over 
the  War  Office  and  over  its  misdoings 
which  to  him  was  a  proof  of  his  great 
ability  and  his  great  talent,  but  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that  those  abilities  might  be 
to  the  detriment  of  his  country. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) : 
Several  hon.  Members  who  have  spoken 
have  made  a  demand  that  some  guarantee 
should  be  given  by  the  Under  Secretary 
with  regard  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
mistakes  that  have  been  made  in  the 
course  of  the  South  African  campaign. 
The  demand  for  that  inquiry  has  been 
made  not  from  this  side  of  the  House 
alone  but  also  from  hon.  Members  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  this  demand  is  shared 
by  all  parties  in  the  State  and  by  public 
opinion  outside.  There  have  been  mis- 
takes in  the  course  of  this  campaign  in 
South  Africa  which  have  been  absolutely 
inexcusable.  We  have  had  surrenders, 
disasters,  and  mistakes  which,  to  put  it 
mildly,  call  for  the  closest  inquiry.  In 
my  humble  judgment  the  Government  are 
tvo\>  to  \&  Yfaacofid  tor  tactical  mistakes, 
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realise  that  there  is  an  opinion  outside 
which  demands  a  fuller  inquiry  than  that 
which  has  yet  been  promised  into  these 
disasters.      The   Magersfontein  disaster 
and  others  present  themselves  vividly  to 
oar  minds.     Some  well-informed  persons 
hold    the  opinion    that  those    disasters 
could  have  been  avoided,  and  they  also 
consider  that  the  enormous   number  of 
men  who  have  surrendered  is  something  | 
extraordinary  and  demands  an  explana-  ■ 
tion.     We  are  entitled  to  demand  before  \ 
this  debate  closes  some   assurance  from  j 
the    Government    that    those    generals  j 
who    have    made    these    mistakes    will  ' 
have  to  pay  the  penalty  of  those  errors  I 
which  have  resulted  in  the  loss  of  so  many  ' 
valuable  lives.     My  complaint  is  that,  in-  , 
stead  of  making  these  inquiries,  the  men  | 
who  have  made  these  mistakes  have  been  i 
given   important    appointments    simply  | 
because  they  have  made  those  mistakes,  i 
Some  of  them  have  been  given  most  im- ' 

Krtant  commands  over  here.  Do  the  [ 
>vernment  think  that  that  is  going  to  i 
satisfy  public  opinion  f  Here  you  have  ' 
men  who  have  undoubtedly  been  the 
cause  of  these  disasters  in  South  Africa, 
who  have  been  recalled,  and  they  have 
been  given  most  important  commands 
over  here.  No  doubt  the  War  Office  may 
be  able  to  give  a  proper  explanation  of  their 
attitude  upon  this  matter,  but  public 
opinion  outside  is  entitled  to  say  that, 
until  we  know  that  the  inquiry  has  l>een 
held  and  its  result  made  known,  and 
until  we  know  what  evidence  has  been 
given  on  behalf  of  these  men,  they  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with 
important  commands  in  this  country. 
We  have  not  had  a  full  and  square 
promise  from  the  Government  of  any 
such  inquiry  into  these  mistakes. 
It  will  not  do  to  let  this  matter 
go  on  for  a  year  or  two.  The 
public  opinion  of  Scotland  will  not  be 
satisfied  about  Magersfontein  until  we 
know  who  is  responsible  for  that  great 
mistake.  And  so  with  the  other  unfor- 
tunate disasters  of  the  campaign.  One 
fact  which  this  debate  brings  home  to  our 
minds  more  clearly  is  the  gigantic  nature 
of  the  task  which  this  House  committed 
itself  to  when  it  passed  £10,000,000  for 
the  South  African  campaign.  It  has 
shown  us  that  we  must  not  attach  too 
much  importance  to  what  Gentlemen  say 
from  the  Front  Bench  as  to  what  a  war  is 

King  to  cost.    The  Leader  of  the  House 
s    said    that    upon    this   subject    the 
Government  knew    no    more  than  the 


man  in  the  street.  They  asked  us  for 
£10,000,000  for  a  start,  and  here  we  are 
nine  or  ten  months  afterwards,  and  we 
have  got  up  to  £61,000,000,  which  we 
are  told  is  required  to  provide  for  the 
campaign  up  to  the  end  of  February  next. 
I  have  one  or  two  questions  to  ask  about 
that.  We  ought  upon  such  an  occasion 
as  this  to  have,  with  the  sources  of  infor- 
mation at  their  disposal,  something  like  a 
reliable  opinion  as  to  how  long  this  war 
is  going  to  last.  I  notice  that  the  Under 
Secretary  smiles  at  that  question,  but  we 
are  generally  treated  with  a  smile  when 
we  ask  for  information.  If  the  Minister 
responsible  comes  down  here  and  asks  for 
another  £11,000,000  after  the  war  has 
been  going  on  for  eight  months,  is  it  too 
much  to  ask  whether  he  considers  this 
amount  is  going  to  be  sufficient  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  whole  of  this 
money  is  not  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  I  have  read  the  Par- 
liamentary Paper,  and  I  could  not  possibly 
have  made  that  mistake,  for  I  have  heard 
the  different  interruptions  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
I  did  not  assume  that  all  this  money  was 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war,  but  what 
I  want  to  know  is  whether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  coming  down  again 
for  any  additional  sum  for  the  South 
African  campaign.  Will  he  promise  us 
that  we  shall  have  no  more  demands  made 
upon  us  for  this  war  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Upon  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Estimate,  I  stated  that 
there  were  two  factors  which  could  not  be 
determined,  and  they  were  China  and 
South  Africa.  I  stated  that  in  regard  to 
these  two  factors  it  was  impossible  to 
give  an  accurate  forecast  of  our  require- 
ments beyond  the  end  of  February. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  The  hon.  Member 
says  that  he  does  not  know,  so  far  as 
China  is  concerned,  what  is  going  to 
happen,  and  we  are  all  painfully  aware 
of  that  fact.  We  shall  know  more  about 
it  when  this  Parliament  is  a  little  older. 
The  hon.  Member  will  not,  of  course,  be 
able  to  give  us  an  absolutely  authoritative 
opinion  as  to  how  long  the  war  is  going 
to  last,  but  we  have  a  right  to  expect, 
now  that  we  have  both  capitals  in  our 
hands  and  over  200,000  men  on  the  spot, 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  we  are 
to  be  asked  for  another  Estimate.    WV 
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are  asked  to  pass  this  money,  and  in  the 
view  of  the  Government  it  will  provide 
for  the  campaign  up  to  the  end  of 
February.  But  why  to  the  end  of 
February?  I  presume  this  House  will 
meet  again  about  the  middle  of  January, 
and  why  should  we  provide  to  the  end  of 
February,  when  most  people  expect  that 
the  House  will  before  that  time  be  called 
upon  to  vote  that  money  if  it  is  found 
to  be  necessary  1  The  Goverament 
have  no  right  to  make  such  a  demand 
upon  the  House  of  Commons.  They 
have  a  right  to  ask  for  sufficient 
money  to  provide  for  their  require- 
ments to  the  end  of  this  session,  and 
until  the  ordinary  time  which  Parlia- 
ment assembles.  I  should  like  the  Under 
Secretary  to  give  us  a  little  more  informa- 
tion on  that  point.  With  regard  to  the 
gratuities,  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
are  intended  to  be  a  complete  Estimate  so 
far  as  this  campaign  is  concerned.  I 
trust  also  that  the  War  Office  will  give 
their  close  attention  to  the  question  of 
the  treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded  on 
their  return  from  South  Africa.  Anyone 
who  goes  about  very  much  must  have 
noticed  the  sickening  spectacle  of  so  many 
wounded  soldiers  and  officers  who  are  to 
be  met  with  everywhere,  and  who  bring 
painfully  to  mind  the  effects  of  this  cam- 
paign. I  think  the  Government  will  be 
supported  by  public  opinion  and  by  all 
parties  in  anything  they  may  do  to  pro- 
vide for  the  comfort  of  these  men  in  the 
future.  We  know  that  at  present  there 
is  a  lot  of  sympathy  for  them,  but  not 
much  money,  and  I  desire  that  the 
Government  should  appoint  a  special 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  these  wounded  soldiers  are  to  be 
-provided  for  when  this  campaign  is  over.. 
It  will  take  a  great  deal  of  money 
to  provide  for  these  unfortunate  men  in  a 
proper  manner.  We  all  know  that,  at  the 
time  a  large  number  of  these  deaths  took 
place  in  the  war,  almost  invariably  a 
certain  amount  of  money  was  due  to 
these  soldiers.  I  wish  to  ask  what  steps 
the  Government  take  in  the  case  of 
-privates  to  whom  sums  of  money  are  due 
.tit  the  time  of  their  death.  I  understand 
that  the  practice  has  been  to  advertise  in 
certain  newspapers,  which  are  not  always 
read  by  the  people  who  should  benefit  by 
the  amount  that  is  due  to  these  privates. 
I  would  suggest  to  the  Under  Secretary 
that  he  should  give  his  consideration  to 
this  question,  in  order  to  make  it  easier 
tfor  the  relatives  of  deceased  BcAdieia  to 
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know  what  amount  of  money  can  be 
claimed.  With  regard  to  remounts,  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  proper  pre- 
cautions are  taken,  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  horses,  to  see  that  they  are 
satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
country  to  which  they  are  being  sent  and 
the  nature  of  the  campaign  which  they 
have  to  undergo.  I  know  that  in  certain 
parts  of  Scotland  certain  gentlemen  paid 
prices  for  horses  which  were  altogether 
beyond  the  mark.  A  large  number  of 
the  horses  purchased  on  behalf  of  the 
War  Office  were  sent  to  Liverpool,  and 
a  large  number  of  them  were  never 
shipped  at  all,  but  were  rejected  upon 
arrival  at  Liverpool.  I  should  also  like 
to  know  whether  the  Under  Secretary  is 
prepared  to  meet  the  demand  which  has 
been  made  in  reference  to  this  disparity 
in  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  in  South  Africa. 
It  is  a  curious  thing  that  Tommy  Atkins, 
who  has  gone  from  this  country,  only 
gets  about  Is.  3d.  per  day,  whereas  if  he 
happened  to  have  enlisted  in  South 
Africa,  he  would  have  got  something  like 
5s.  or  5s.  6d.  a  day.  I  do  not  wish  to 
underestimate  the  loyalty  of  our  Colonial 
troops,  but  if  a  Colonial  soldier  is  paid 
5s.  a  day  for  doing  the  same  work  as 
Tommy  Atkins,  I  think  there  is  a  case 
made  out  for  an  increase  in  the  pay  of 
Tommy  Atkins.  I  should  like  the  Under 
Secretary  to  tell  us  how  it  comes  about 
that  our  Colonial  troops  are  paid  so  much 
more  than  our  own  privates,  and  I  should 
be  interested  to  hear  whether  he  can  give 
some  increased  pay  to  these'  men  who  are 
so  nobly  fighting  our  battles.  I  have 
only  one  other  question  to  ask,  and  it  is 
whether  the  Under  Secretary  con- 
templates that  there  will  be  complete 
provision  made  for  China  so  far  as 
this  Vote  is  concerned.  I  asked  this 
question  before,  but  I  did  not  receive  a 
satisfactory  reply.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Government  have  totally  failed  to 
realise  the  importance  of  the  situation.  If 
the  Government  had  been  fully  alive  to 
the  situation  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
present  state  of  affairs  would  have 
occurred  at  all.  I  do  not  believe,  if  the 
Government  had  shown  a  little  more  fore- 
sight, that  all  this  valuable  time  would 
have  been  lost,  which  has  resulted,  it 
must  be  feared,  in  the  unfortunate  mas- 
sacres at  Peking.  I  do  hope  that  the 
Under  Secretary  will  give  us  some  sort 
of  assurance  that  the  Government  are 
fully    alive    to    their  responsibilities  in 
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♦Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)  said  he 
wished  to  call  attention  to  the  treatment 
of  the  13th  Imperial  Yeomanry,  com- 
monly called  "  The  Duke  of  Cambridge's 
Own,"  who  were  captured  at  Lindley  and 
taken  prisoners  by  the  iJoers.  No  doubt 
they  had  to  surrender  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  but  they  did  expect  that  when 
those  men  had  been  captured  they 
should  be  treated  with  a  little 
humanity  by  the  enemy,  for  all  Boer 
prisoners  had  been  treated  by  thii 
country  with  great  consideration.  When 
the  13th  Imperial  Yeomanry  ar- 
rived at  Kroonstad  they  received  an 
order  from  General  Colville  at  Lindley  to 
proceed  to  join  him  at  Lindley,  which  was 
forty  miles  distant,  on  the  following 
day.  They  had  already  ridden  fifteen 
miles,  but  they  set  off  immediately  and 
rode  through  the  whole  of  the  night  and 
arrived  at  Lindley  on  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing- The  advance  guard  entered  the 
town  without  seeing  any  of  the  enemy 
and  expected  to  find  there  the  general 
who  had  sent  for  them.  But  no  such 
general  was  there,  and  they  had  not  been 

S'ven  a  word  of  warning.  The  Boers 
id  obscured  themselves  inside  the 
houses  and  they  waited  until  the  advance 
guard  arrived  in  the  market  place  when 
they  deliberately  fired  them  down.  The 
colonel  saw  his  advance  guard  in  trouble 
and  so  he  withdrew  his  force  and  secured 
a  good  position  behind  two  kopjes. 
There  his  little  band  of  between  some 
300  and  500  men,  who  had  started  out 
with  only  one  day's  rations,  had  to  fight 
for  four  days  and  four  nights  against 
the  Boers  without  the  assistance  of 
artillery,  although  the  Boers  used 
artillery  against  them.  At  last  all 
their  ammunition  was  spent  and 
they  had  to  surrender.  During  those 
four  days  Colonel  Spragge  sent  off 
messengers  to  where  he  supposed  Colonel 
Colville  would  be  to  tell  him  he  was  in 
trouble.  His  message  was  conveyed  to 
Lord  Methuen,  who  arrived  at  Lindley 
only  to  find  that  the  rebel  forces  had  left 
and  had  taken  the  Yeomanry  as  prisoners 
off  to  Reitz.  They  were  then  taken  across 
the  Vaal  into  the  Transvaal  and  they 
crossed  the  line  before  General  Buller 
arrived  there.  They  must  have  been 
taken  a  distance  of  about  150  miles,  and 
they  had  heard  nothing  about  them  since. 
It  was  some  seven  weeks  ago  that  this 
surrender  took  place,  and  they  had  no 
information  up  to  this  very  date  as  to 
whether    these  English  prisoners    were 
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compelled  to  march  the  whole  of  that  dis- 
tance on  foot,  or  how  they  got  there  at 
all.  They  knew  that  a  great  many  of 
them  were  weak  and  sick,  and  had  to  be 
left  behind.  The  prisoners  who  were 
left  at  Reitz  were  put  over  the  Natal 
border,  and  arrived  at  Ladysmith  in  a 
starved  and  naked  condition.  They  had 
been  credibly  informed  that  there  was 
nothing  like  adequate  medical  service 
where  the  British  prisoners  had  been  con- 
fined, and  that  the  food  supplied  them 
was  inferior  and  insufficient.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  they  ought  to  be  able  to  alle- 
viate all  this  suffering  in  some  way. 
In  the  same  papers  which  told  them  of 
this  want  of  information  in  regard  to 
these  prisoners  they  were  informed  that 
from  day  to  day  Boer  prisoners  were  well 
treated,  and  that  even  the  Boers  were  able 
to  obtain  medical  assistance  and  medical 
comforts  for  their  wounded  from  the  Bri- 
tish troops.  He  knew  that  the  Under  Secre- 
tary had  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Boers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  What  more  can 
we  do? 

*Mr.  KIMBER  said  he  was  aware  that 
if  an  English  messenger  was  sent  unarmed 
he  might  be  refused  admission,  and  might 
be  shot  as  a  spy,  but  had  the  Foreign 
Office  made  any  real  effort  ?  Was  the 
Foreign  Minister  willing  to  give  him  a 
letter  if  he  would  undertake  to  find 
someone  who  would  try  and  get  it 
through  to  the  enemy  ?  It  was  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  seven  weeks  should 
have  elapsed  without  being  able  to  get  any 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  those  un- 
fortunate prisoners,  and  he  thought  they 
were  entitled  to  expect  some  better  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  War  Office.  If  the  War 
Department  could  not  do  it  why  not  try 
another  department?  He  trusted  that  some 
method  would  be  found  by  which  infor- 
mation could  be  obtained  in  regard  to 
those  unfortunate  prisoners  of  war. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  am  most  unwilling  to  add  tc  the 
long  list  of  questions  which  the  Under 
Secretary  has  to  answer.  We  have  had 
three  Army  Estimates  in  which  the  ex- 
penditure relating  to  the  war  in  South 
Africa  has  been  dealt  with,  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  gather  from  the  state- 
ment made  to-night  what  will  be  the  total 
normal  expenditure  on  the  Army  for  this 
year  apart  from  China  and  apart  from 
South  Africa,  and  I  also  want  to  know 
what  is  the  normal  expenditure  which  we 
may  expecl  ivfcirt.   'jsax    w\&  i\\fc   ^*»x 
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following.  I  daresay  the  hon.  Member 
will  be  able  to  give  us  that  figure  without 
much  trouble.  We  have  lately  been  dis- 
cussing the  Navy  Estimates,  and  we  know 
that  this  year,  taking  into  account  the  ex- 
penditure on  naval  works,  the  Navy 
expenditure  amounts  to  £30,000,000.  I 
should  like  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  tell  us 
in  the  same  way,  including  the  expendi- 
ture on  military  works,  what  he  estimates 
to  be  the  total  expenditure  of  the  Army 
for  this  year.  We  want  to  know  what 
we  have  got  to  look  forward  to. 
That  is  the  only  specific  question 
which  I  wish  to  address  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, but  there  are  one  or  two  other 
points  upon  which  I  should  like  do  say  a 
few  words.  A  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  necessity  of  an  inquiry  into  the 

feneral  conduct  of  the  war.  My  right 
on.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
spoke  in  a  rather  depreciatory  manner  of 
inquiries  which  were  made  under  similar 
circumstances,  but  he  showed  very  clearly 
that  the  Government  began  with  what 
was  equivalent  to  a  promise  that  there 
should  be  a  general  inquiry  into  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  campaign.  I 
will  assume,  for  the  purpose  of  my 
present  argument,  that  this  war  was  in- 
evitable, and  that  the  diplomacy  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it,  and  that  it  was  forced 
upon  us  by  actions  for  which  we  in  this 
country  were  not  responsible,  but  of 
which  we  had  an  intelligent  anticipation. 
One  of  the  subjects  of  such  an  inquiry 
would  undoubtedly  be  the  preparation 
made  for  this  "  inevitable  "  war  by  those 
who  twelve  months  ago  were  in  charge  of 
the  destinies  of  the  Empire.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  procure  some  evidence 
bearing  upon  that  point,  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  answered  the  inquiry  I  made 
by  the  Return  which  he  gave  the  other 
day  about  the  amount  of  warlike  stores 
which  had  been  borrowed  by  the  Army 
from  the  Navy.  That  Return  was  esti- 
mated to  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  not  surprised  that  the  amount 
is  very  small.  I  thought  the  Army  had 
borrowed  from  the  Navy  to  a  much  larger 
extent  than  this  account  shows.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  Return  there  is  a  note  which 
says — "  No  information  has  been  received 
*  as  to  the  amount  of  ammunition,  stores, 
spare  parts,  <fec,  transferred  in  South 
Africa."  Until  we  know  how  much  the 
Army  had  to  borrow  from  the  Navy  in 
South  Africa,  we  are  not  in  a  Tpos&iotv  to 


proper  state  of  preparation  and  how  much 
it  had  to  depend  on  the  Navy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign.  About  six 
months  ago  we  not  only  had  to  borrow 
naval  guns  for  land  service,  but  we 
had  to  borrow  searchlights,  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  give  me  any 
information  as  to  why  the  Army  had  to 
borrow  searchlights.  Therefore,  until 
that  Return  is  made  complete  by  including 
South  African  borrowings  as  well  as  others, 
we  cannot  say  how  much  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  Navy  contributed  to  make  up 
for  the  want  of  preparation  of  the  Army 
in  the  initial  stages  of  this  war.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  kind  of  general  inquiry, 
this  ought  to  be  one  of  the  subjects  to 
be  inquired  into.  Surely  when  the 
opinion  of  the  country  has  got  to  be 
taken  upon  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  South  Africa,  one  of  the 
things  upon  which  the  country  should  be 
advised  is  not  merely  the  state  of  your 
medical  arrangements,  upon  which  you 
have  appointed  a  Royal  Commission,  but 
also  the  general  preparation  of  the 
Government  for  this  campaign  and  the 
general  conduct  of  it.  I  do  not  see  how 
this  House  can  come  to  any  conclusion  on 
the  subject  unless  that  information  is 
before  us.  Not  only  is  a  general  inquiry 
desirable  and  necessary,  but  if  I  may 
venture  to  spaak  of  the  examples  set  by 
the  little  connection  I  have  had  with  the 
sister  service,  I  should  say  there  is  a  case 
for  demanding  a  special  inquiry  into 
these  disasters. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
Koorn  Spruit. 

Mr  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  will 
not  mention  Koorn  Sprui  t. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  will. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  If  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  ships  is  lost  or  stranded, 
that  is  a  crime  on  the  part  of  the  officer 
whose  negligence  has  caused  it,  for 
which  that  officer  can  be  put  on 
his  trial.  It  is  a  crime  followed  by 
severe  punishment  if  any  person  de- 
liberately or  by  negligence  loses  or 
hazards  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships. 
There  is  another  provision  which  says 
that  where  no  specific  charge  can  be 
brought  against  any  officer  or  man  the 
charge  is  to  be  preferred  against  all  of 
them,  and  all  of  them  may  be  called  upon 
to  answer  that  charge.  I  do  not  know 
enough  about  military  law  to  say  whether 
\tawfc   ia  tt\y    similar   provision  for  the 
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between  the  losing,  hazarding,  or  strand- 
ing of  a  ship  and  the  loss  of  a  convoy  or 
a  regiment,  or  one  of  those  disasters  which 
have  occurred  so  often  in  the  course  of 
this  war.  Let  me  take  a  specific  instance. 
One  of  the  earliest  disasters  in  this  war 
was  the  disaster  at  Nicholson's  Nek. 
Sir  George  White,  the  commander  in 
charge  there,  most  gallantly  and  honour- 
ably took  upon  himself  the  whole  respon- 
sibility for  that  failure.  I  well  remember 
the  vindictiveness  with  which  the  disap- 
pointed stockbrokers  and  halfpenny  news- 
papers attacked  Sir  George  White  when  all 
that  was  known  of  the  facts  was  simply  that 
the  disaster  had  occurred  and  that  Sir 
George  White  took  the  whole  responsi- 
bility. Sir  George  White  was  afterwards 
locked  up  in  Ladysmith,  but  that  does 
not  do  away  witn  the  necessity  for  an 
inquiry.  What  has  happened  since  1  I 
will  not  dwell  upon  the  jingo  ovations 
which  Sir  George  White  received  upon 
his  arrival  in  this  country  from  those 
people  who  formerly  denounced  him, 
which  I  think  he  accepted  much  too 
readily.  Surely  the  man  who  was 
responsible  for  that  disaster  should  not 
have  gone  about  receiving  these  compli- 
ments for  what  he  had  done.  Surely 
something  is  due  to  the  Army  and  the 
country  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  Sir 
George  White,  having  gone  through  these 
ovations,  has  now  been  appointed  to  a 
high  command,  and  I  do  not  believe  there 
has  been  any  inquiry  into  this  loss  at 
Nicholson's  Nek,  which  is  on  all  fours 
with  the  loss  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Victoria,"  which  was  commanded  by  Sir 
George  Tryon.  I  notice  that  there  are 
some  hon.  and  gallant  Members  present 
who  have  been  connected  with  the  Navy, 
and  I  would  ask  them  what  would  have 
happened  if  Sir  George  Tryon  had  sur- 
vived the  terrible  disaster  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ?  Supposing  he  had  come  forward 
and  said,  "Nobody  is  to  blame  but 
myself,"  would  he  not  have  been  put  on 
trial  1  Would  there  have  been  no  inquiry  ? 
Not  only  would  there  have  been  an 
inquiry,  but  every  officer  on  board 
would  have  been  put  upon  trial.  This 
is  the  discipline  of  the  Navy,  and 
I    do     not     know     why    similar    disci- 

filine  should  not  prevail  in  the  Army, 
f  discipline  in  the  Army  is  the  same  as 
discipline  in  the  Navy,  then  I  would  ask 
why  that  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
taken  place  in  the  Navy  has  not  taken 
place  in  the  Army.  Has  it  taken  place 
or  is  it  going  to  take  place  ?      I  do  not 


know  whether  any  hon.  Member  will 
say  that  there  is  any  real  difference 
between  the  responsibility  of  an  officer 
at  Nicholson's  Nek  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  naval  officer  on  the  "  Victoria," 
which  was  lost  six  years  ago.  I  will 
leave  the  point  where  it  is,  trusting  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  reply  will 
say  something  about  it.  The  only  other 
observation  I  want  to  make  relates  to 
the  status  of  officers  in  Her  Majesty's 
Army.  I  addressed  some  observations 
to  the  Committee  on  that  subject  six 
months  ago,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  At  that  time  disasters  like 
that  of  Nicholson's  Nek  were  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  the  people,  and  had 
made  a  vast  impression  on  them.  They 
had  made  the  impression  that  however 
good  the  rank  and  file  might  be  the 
officers  did  not  appear  to  be  adequate  to 
the  work.  It  was  not  my  impression, 
but  I  could  easily  refer  to  the  journal- 
istic literature  of  the  time  to  show  that 
that  was  the  general  impression.  I  call 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to  this,  that 
vastly  important  as  the  duties  of  an  officer 
of  the  Army  are,  we  appear  for  many  years 
past,  although  purchase  has  been  abolished, 
to  have  limited  ourselves  to  a  smal 
class  of  the  population  for  recruiting  the 
officer  staff  of  the  Army,  and  we  have 
done  so  by  the  most  reprehensible  and 
the  most  vulgar  of  all  possible  standards. 
We  have  established  between  the  safety 
and  honour  of  the  country  and  the 
Army  an  ignoble  and  detestable  standard 
— the  money  competency  of  the  officer. 
We  know  that,  in  the  main,  our  system 
up  to  this  point  has  apparently  been  that 
no  man  shall  serve  the  Queen  as  an  officer 
unless  he  has,  in  addition  to  the  meagre 
pay  provided  for  him  in  the  lower  ranks, 
an  income  of  his  own  sufficient  to  defray  " 
the  customary  expenses  of  his  position. 
I  say,  from  the  information  I  have,  and 
which  I  believe  still  to  be  true,  that  we 
pay  salaries  to  the  officers  which  are  too 
small,  and  that  in  the  face  of  these  small 
salaries  we  permit  and  even  encourage 
expenditure  which  is  incompatible  with 
life  in  the  service.  No  man  but  a  rich 
man  can  enter  the  Army — no  man,  I 
believe,  who  is  not  in  a  position  to  have 
something  from  his  parents  or  relations 
in  addition  to  his  pay,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  was  candid  enough  to 
acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  indictment, 
so  far  as  the  cavalry  is  concerned.  I 
venture  to  doubt  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man remembers  it,  because  h°  has  shaken 
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nance  when  I  said  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  repeat  the  things  I  said  on  the  pre- 
vious Estimates.  What  is  the  use  of  such 
repetition  ?  This  question  of  the  pay  of 
officers  in  the  Army,  and  more  particu- 
larly of  the  cavalry  officers,  I  have  dealt 
with  on  the  Estimates  at  an  earlier 
period.  Moreover,  I  have  gone  further 
than  the;  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  the  Committee,  for  I  have 
made  a  calculation  by  which  I  find  that, 
quite  apart  from  any  expenditure  on 
pleasure,  the  cavalry  officer  who  lived  the 
life  of  a  convict,  and  never  went  out  of 
his  barracks,  would  have  to  spend  about 
£1-0  a  year  out  of  his  own  money,  in 
addition  to  his  pay,  in  order  to  discharge 
his  obligations.  The  hon.  Member  has,  if 
the  term  is  not  an  un-Parliamentary  one, 
made  an  Old  Bailey  point.  ("  Hear,  hear/1 
and  cries  of  "  Order.")  I  thought  I  was 
entitled  to  use  that  expression.  The  hon. 
Member  said  "  What  have  you  done  ? " 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  What  are 
you  going  to  do  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  And  therefore  by 
that  it  appears  he  means  that  the  Com- 
mittee are  to  hold  that  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  is  the  proper  instrument  for 
bringing  forward  a  legislative  proposal 
which  affects  the  Estimate  of  the  year ; 
he  knows  perfectly  well,  however,  that 
there  is  no  precedent  to  justify  the 
bringing  forward  any  proposal  —  such 
as,  for  example,  the  granting  of  a 
further  allowance  to  officers  in  their 
quarters  or  any  similar  proposal 
which  might  diminish  the  charge  falling 
on  them,  except  upon  the  Estimates  of  the 
year  ;  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  until 
the  Estimates  of  the  year  fall  in  no 
Minister  would  tell  the  Committee  in  one 
financial  year  what  the  department  were 
likely  to  propose  in  the  next  financial 
year.  The  whole  of  the  last  six  minutes 
of  his  speech  were  devoted  to  a  point 
which  I  really  do  not  think  ought  to  be 
made  in  that  Committee  when  they  are 
assembled  here  to  deal  with  another 
matter.  I  should  like  to  thank  my  right 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for 
North-east  Manchester  for  the  generous 
and  most  just  reply  which  he  made  to 
certain  attacks  which  have  this  evening 
been  directed  against  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.  I  think  that  the 
language  he  used  was  so  good  that 
his  sentiments  [laughter] — yeat  it  is 
in  the  afternoon,  will  I  not  an  easy  thing  to  repel  attacks  of 
almost  agree  with  me  that  I  was  wA\\\tafc\L\TY&^akV*Nfc\»^  <^k^ 

advised   in   making  a  self-denying  otd\-  ^NIxg^eha*  \nto?\ttta&  *.  ^TaastY  -«&d^ 
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his  head.     I  remember  very  well,  with 
regard  to  the  cavalry,  he  said  it  was  a 
scandal  that  a  man  could  not  be  an  officer 
unless  he  had  £500  a  year.     Has  he  done 
anything  to  amend  that  state  of  things  ? 
Has  the  Government,  which  through  him 
acknowledged  this  scandal  in  the  cavalry 
six     months     ago,     done     anything    to 
remove     that      scandal  ?        The      hon. 
Gentleman    is     apparently     inclined    to 
deny   my   right   to   refer   again  to  the 
matter.      The  cavalry  is  an    important  j 
arm,  and  the  weakness  of  the  cavalry   is  ! 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  disasters  we  have 
suffered  in  this  war.  and  in  the  face   of 
history   I  am  entitled  to  repeat  what  I 
said  before.     Now   we  know   that  that 
which  was  an  admitted  scandal  six  months 
ago  in  the  cavalry  is  a  scandal  still,  and 
unless  we  have  some  assurance  on  that 
point  from  him  I  must  assume  that  it  is 
the  intention  that  it  shall  remain.     The 
cavalry  is   not  the  only  branch  of  the 
service  in   which   this  so-called    scandal 
obtains.     I  consider  it  is  a  scandal  in  any 
branch  of  the  Army  if  an  officer  from  his 
earliest  days  is  not  able  to  live  on  his  pay 
so  as  to  meet  all  the  expenses  which  are 
customary  and  proper.     I  should  like  to 
impress  upon  the  House  that  this  is  not 
a   matter  of  scandal  merely,  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  safety.  I  have  seen  many  letters 
in  the  newspapers  on  the  subject,  and  one 
in  particular  struck  me.     It  was  from  one 
who   described   himself  as  "A  Country 
Gentleman."     It  was  a  great  grievance  to 
him  that  he  could  no  longer  afford  to  pay 
his  family  in  the  Army.     It  goes  far  be- 
yond that.  Not  only  has  a  country  gentle- 
man  the  right  to  send  his  son  into  the 
Army,    but    the     country     gentleman's 
gardener  or  any   other  servant  has  the 
right   to  do  the  same,  and  if  a  young 
man  has  the  right  to  take  that  position 
he    should    be    paid     in    a    manner    to 
enable    him    to    live.      If    you   do   not 
do      that     you      are      barring      talent 
out  of  the  Army,  as  in  so  many  other 
branches  of   the  public   service,    on   the 
vulgar  ground  that  the  person  possessing 
it  has  not  money  enough  to  support  the 
position.  I  want  to  press  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  an  answer  on  this  matter,  which 
I    pronounce    to   be   not  only  a  scandal 
but  a  danger  to  the  public  safety. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  those  who 
have  listened  to  the  last  speech,  and  who 
remember  what  I  ventured  to  say  in  intro- 
ducing this  Vote  in  the 
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did  not  reach  the  gallery.]  I  hope  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  will  not 
interrupt  me.  The  words  which  fell  from 
my  right  hon  and  gallant  friend  were,  I 
think,  echoed  in  the  sentiments  of  all 
those  who  listened  to  him.  Let  us  con- 
sider the  nature  of  these  attacks.  It  is 
said  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has  been  in  office  five  years, 
and  that  he  has  not  achieved  every- 
thing which  ought  to  have  been  achieved. 
But  during  the  whole  of  the  debate 
Member  after  Member  has  risen  and  said 
that  my  noble  friend  has  done  more  than 
any  of  his  predecessors  upon  the  very 
question  of  the  Army  Medical  Corps, 
which  has  been  in  the  forefront  of  the 
discussion.  One  Member  said,  "You 
should  return  to  the  regimental  system." 
Another  said,  "  You  should  not  have  given 
titles  to  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps." 
Proposals  have  been  made,  but  thev  have 
been  diverse  and  even  opposite.  We 
have  the  assurance  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Aberdeenshire  that  more  has 
been  done  for  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps  by  the  present  Secretary  of  State 
than  any  other.  Then,  again,  I  ask, 
what  is  the  use  of  coming  down  with 
all  this  against  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  because  the  establishment  of  the 
Army  Medical  Corps  is  not  adequate  to  j 
the  situation  t  He  has  proposed  an  j 
establishment  higher  than  ever  pre-  > 
viously  existed  and  has  not  been  able  to  j 
obtain  the  number  of  officers  he  requires,  j 
It  is  said  that  the  rewards  that  are  offered  > 


are  not  sufficient,  but,  acting  on  the 
advice  of  his  military  advisers,  he  has 
£one  further  than  any  of  his  predecessors 
m  the  way  of  offering  inducements  to 
tempt  young  physicians  to  enter  the  Army 
.  Medical  Corps.  When  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  the  great  medical 
schools  have  boycotted  the  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps  for  }rears  in  order  to  exact, 
if  I  may  put  it  so,  military  rank,  and 
when  their  wishes  have  been  met  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  is  it  fair  to 
attack  the  Secretary  of  State  because  he 
has  not  sufficient  officers  to  meet  the 
situation  ?  I  will  not  dwell  upon  this,  for 
the  point  has  already  been  threshed  out, 
and  what  is  to  be  said  on  either  side  is  well 
known  to  every  member  of  the  Committee. 
In  view  of  the  efforts  made  to  increase 
the  Army  Medical  Corps,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  establishment  voted  has  not 
been  reached,  I  myself  am  convinced  that 
this  is  one  of  those  questions  of  reorgani- 
s&tion  which  demand  from  us  our  most 


careful  attention  and  most  strenuous 
effort  at  the  end  of  the  war.  But  we 
cannot  do  this  now.  In  my  belief  no 
increase  of  pay,  no  exaltation  of  rank 
can  be  expected  in  time  of  peace  to 
attract  a  sufficient  number  of  young,  keen 
and  ambitious  men  to  fill  up  the  places 
that  must  bo  filled  up  in  time  of  war. 
You  might  offer  a  young  man  £500,  £700, 
or  £800  a  year,  but  he  is  not  going  to 
bury  himself  under  a  cloud  in  time  of 
peace  at  any  military  centre  to  attend 
a  few  hundred  men  suffering  from  the 
customary  ailments  of  this  country.  He 
wishes  to  work  in  the  country.  He  is 
perfectly  ready  to  work  for  little  or  no 
remuneration  in  the  slums  of  a  great 
city  or  in  the  wards  of  a  great  hospital. 
He  wants  the  practice  and  experience 
necessary  for  a  successful  career.  There- 
fore, I  have  myself  ccrae  to  the  conclusion 
that  instead  of  striving  to  expand  the 
establishment  of  the  Army  Medical  Corps 
in  time  of  peace  to  be  adequate  for  the 
time  of  war,  it  will  perhaps  be  necessary 
to  have  a  very  efficient  and  highly  trained 
Army  Medical  Corps,  and  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  great  hospitals  throughout 
the  country  to  know  in  time  of  peace  what 
men  will  be  ready  in  time  of  war,  or 
when  you  have  a  great  concentration  of 
troops  in  camp,  to  come  forward  and 
work  for  the  Army  as  they  would  work 
in  a  greaf  city  in  time  of  pestilence.  I 
do  not  know  whether  this  is  the  oppor- 
tunity for  submitting  such  conclusions, 
but  some  such  idea  as  that  must  underlie 
the  whole  of  our  future  policy  in  respect 
to  the  Army.  If  it  is  impossible  in  time 
of  peace  to  secure  men  for  your  establish- 
ment it  will  also  be  difficult  in  time  of 
war.  You  must  secure  doctors  and 
chaplains  in  time  of  peace  by  means  of 
a  retaining  honorarium,  and  claim  their 
services  in  time  of  Imperial  crisis. 
After  what  I  have  said,  I  think  hon. 
Members  generally  must  feel  that  the 
attacks  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  are 
most  unjust.  Since  he  has  been  respon- 
sible for  the  War  Office,  before  the  war 
or  the  rumour  of  war,  my  noble 
friend,  with  the  Under  Secretary,  now  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  was  able  to  persuade 
Parliament  to  increase  the  home  estab- 
lishment by  25,000  men ;  they  secured  the 
great  measure  for  acquiring  land  on  Salis- 
bury Plain  at  a  great  cost;  they  have 
provided  more  money  for  rifle  ranges 
than  any  of  their  predecessors  ;  they 
undertook  the  question  of  coast  arma- 
ments, and  m\\\\otv*\\&\^\^\YN^\^^»£ 
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by  year  to  give  the  country  modern  guns 
in  place  of  the  obsolete  armaments  we 
found  when  the  present  Government  took 
office,  1  could  go  on,  but  I  have  travelled 
over  lh;it  ground  before,  but  I  do  feel  that 
it  is  unjust  and  unfair  to  attack  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  for  War,  who  in  his  period 
of  office  has  really  done  more  than  any 
of  his  predcessors  in  the  way  of  bringing 
points  before  Parliament  and  getting  them 
settled.  There  is  really  nothing  to  add 
upon  this,  but  there  is  another  point  upon 
which  1  have  a  word  or  two  to  say. 
Rumours  have  from  time  to  time  reached 
me,  and  I  am  glad  at  last  to  know  what 
really  is  the  charge  made  against  the 
exercise  of  the  censorship  in  South  Africa, 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  mystifica- 
tion over  it,  and  when  I  said  in  the  debate 
the  Other  day  that  letters  of  pressmen  had 
not  been  censored,  I  was  rudely  inter- 
rupted, In  order  that  the  House  should 
be  in  full  possession  of  the  facts  the  corre- 
spondence as  to  the  exercise  of  the  cen- 
sorship has  been  published,  and  it  con- 
tains a  very  clear  letter  from  Sir 
Kedvers  Buller,  in  which  he  said  that 
no  man  liked  interfering  with  the  corre- 
spondents less  than  he  did,  but  that  he 
found  that  without  the  censorship  his 
plans  were  invariably  disclosed,  but  that 
when  it  was  applied  a  few  days  before  an 
important 'ope  rati  on  his  plans  were  not  dis- 
ci i  iedj  and  were  therefore  successful.  Can 
it  be  said,  when  the  total  of  our  casualties 
amounts  to  20,000  or  30,000  men,  that 
such  an  exercise  of  the  censorship  is 
unreasonable  %  Ho  far,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Forfar  agrees  with  me,  I  believe. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:   May  I  remind 

the  hon.  Grout leman  that  it  was  on  my 
motion  on  behalf  of  an  hon.  friend  that 
that  correspondence  was  produced  ? 

Mil.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  after  1  had 
offered  it  three  or  four  times.  Although 
many  questions  of  a  vague  character  were 
addressed  to  me  about  the  censorship  no 
very  great  keenness  was  exhibited  to  ( 
come  down  to  the  facts  ;  and  I  am  not 
surprised,  for  what  arc  the  facts  1  This 
correspondence  was  published,  and  the  hon. 
Member  has  to-night  disclosed  the  whole 
of  this  atrocious  business.  He  said  there 
had  been  a  political  meeting  at  the  I 
Westminster  Palace  Hotel,  attended 
by  twenty  Liberal  Members,  and  that 
a  message  was  sent  to  South  Africa  and 
had  not  been  delivered  there.  I  at  once 
interrupted  the  hon.  Member,  and  said 
thai  if  these  charges  were  made  they  muiito 
Mr,  iFyndhtiiih 
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be  made  specifically  ;  that  the  Government 
he  told  what  that  message  was  ;  and 
the  hon.    Member    was  good    enov,. 
read  the  terms  of  that  message. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  May  I  ask  th 

Iimil  Gentleman,  did  he  not  know  th. 
question  I  addressed  to  him  to-i 
been  put  on  the  Paper  of  the  Hot»  ad- 
dressed to  him  % 

Mb,  WYNDHAM  :  I  did  not  remeiufc 
that*  but  I  am  very  glad  the  boo. 
has  given  the  terms  of  the   message 
night.    I  cannot  really  carry  them  all  in  my 
head,  but  some  of  them  were  to  the  efl© 
that  twenty  Liberal  Members  of  Farb- 
in  favour  of  a  vigorous  Li beral  policy  « 
to  express  their  sympathy  for  the  Da 
the  strain  tc  which  they  were  subjected 

Captain    SINCLAIR:     If    the    hon 

Gentleman  quotes,  perhaps   he   would 
kind   enough   to  quote   correct 
terms  were  "  Dutch  colonist 
of  the  Queen  in  South  Africa.* 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  ;  That  is  the 
point   of   it     The    hon.     Mem 
whether  there  would  beany  ubjeeti 
such  a  message   being  published  in  this 
country.     None  at  alb     It   is   in    terms 
to    which     we     often     listen     in    th 
House;    but    if   the    hon.   Member  we 
himself  the  censor  in  South  Africa,  wbA 
he  found  10,000  of  these  very    Dutch 
a  state  of  rebellion,  and  some  31 
40,000  more  trembling  on  the   verge 
rebellion  and  being  persuaded  to  take  the 
fatal  step  by  precisely  that   kind  of  in- 
ducement, would  he   not  have  hesitated 
before    publishing    it  1      Of    course    he 
would  He  would  have  said  "  Th 
telegram  which  ought  to  be  publish 
Aliwal  North,"     The  hon.  Member  gav 
another  illustration.     He  said  th 
gram    from    General   Joubert   to    Lady 
Symons  had  been  presented  in  an  alter 
form.     He  read  the  telegram  in  the  for 
in  which  it  was  received.  No  word  whic 
redounded    to   the   good  judgment  an 
good  heart  of  General  Jon  her  t  had  lie 
omitted      The  words  omitted  were  tin 
which  declared  that  the  whole  of  ti 
was  due  to  the  unscrupulous  operation 
of  speculators  on  the  Stock  Exchange. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MAcNEILLrAnd  soitwa 

Mr-    WYNDHAM :    The  hon,   Men 
ber  for  South  Donegal  has  made  hir_ 

responsible  on  more  than  one  occasi< 
that  preposterous  statement. 


1621 


Supply — Army 


{27  July  1900}     (Supplementary)  Estimate,     1622 


m  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  It  does  no  harm 
in  this  country,  but  in  Natal,  where  the 
loyalist  farmer  was  having  his  farm  burned 
down,  where  he  was  being  told  that  the 
game  was  up  and  that  the  Dutch  were 

£"ng  to  sweep  the  British  into  the  sea, 
t  the  British  were  an  effete  race  and 
had  no  soldiers  at  their  command  and 
were  the  mere  tools  and  playthings  of 
these  imaginary  speculators,  the  effect 
would  bo  very  different,  and  I  ask  again, 
would  the  hon.  Member,  had  he  been 
censor,  have  permitted  that  message  to  be 
published  ? 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  whether  I  would  have 
allowed  the  first  telegram  to  be  published 
in  Aliwal  North.  That  means,  would  I 
have  allowed  it  to  be  published  in  a 
district  under  martial  law.  That  does 
not  meet  my  point  at  all.  That  telegram 
was  stopped  altogether,  and  was  not 
published  at  all.  I  quoted  it  to  prove 
that  the  censorship  was  not  merely 
military,  but  was  also  political. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  know 
why  the  hon.  Gentleman  interrupted  me. 
It  is  a  perfectly  clear  issue.  He  thinks 
the  message  to  which  he  referred  ought  to 
have  been  delivered.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  think  it  ought  not.  I  do  not  think 
that  hon.  Members  can  persuade  the 
House  that  messages  of  that  character 
should  be  published,  and  I  am  glad  to  find 
.that  there  is  no  more  in  the  suspicions 
that  have  been  entertained.  Now  to  come 
to  the  broader  question  of  an  inquiry. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  appeared  to  agree  with 
me  that  the  time  for  an  inquiry  and  the 
publication  of  the  despatches  had  not 
arrived.  But,  as  to  the  censorship,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  press 
messages  as  to  the  battle  at  Nicholson's 
Nek  and  Lombard's  Kop,  in  the  earlier  stage 
of  the  war,  were  censored.  I  have  no  doubt 
they  were,  and  I  imagine  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  agree  with  me 
that,  if  Sir  George  White -had  permitted 
information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  an  army  that  was  being 
invested,  and  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
was  invested  for  four  and  a  half  months, 
to  bo  given  to  the  outside  world,  and  the 
straits  in  which  he  was  placed,  he  would 
not  have  been  able  to  keep  the  enemy  at 
bay.  These  questions  are  not  so  simple 
as  they  seem.  They  cannot  be  decided 
by  laying  down  a  broad  proposition  and 
bjr  saying  this  ought  to  be  published  and 


this  ought  not.  Some  amount  of  dis- 
cretion must  be  vested  in  our  officers.  It 
may  be  asked,  did  they  exercise  that  dis- 
cretion wisely  1 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  only  used 
that  fact  regarding  the  censorship  as 
showing  that  we  knew  none  of  the  facts- 
with  regard  to  the  battle,  and  that  we 
did  not  know  them  now. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  what  was 
said  with  regard  to  the  letters  from  Lady- 
smith  rather  completes  the  case  as  to  the 
censorship.  Whether  hon.  Members 
thought  that  the  military  authorities 
were  right  or  wrong,  no  doubt  such  com- 
munications as  those  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfar  were  suppressed 
as  well  as  communications  as  to  the  state 
of  the  Army  in  Ladysmith.  That  was  the 
story  of  the  censorship,  and  on  the  facts 
as  stated  by  the  Opposition,  I  say  the 
proper  course  has  been  followed.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  asked,  however,  and 
quite  rightly,  "  Are  we  never  to  know  the 
real  state  of  the  case  1 "  Of  course  we  are. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Why  not 
now  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Donegal  has  Koorn  Spruit  on 
the  brain.  I  do  not  mind  taking  Koorn 
Spruit  as  an  illustration  of  my  argument. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal 
believes  that  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
myself  have  been  in  possession  during 
the  last  few  months  of  a  mass  of  detailed 
information  on  everything  that  took 
place  at  Koorn  Spruit.  Although  the 
War  Office  promised  a  despatch  on  the 
subject  two  months  ago,  no  despatch 
arrived  until  about  a  week  ago.  The 
reason  given  for  not  sending  the  despatch 
earlier  was  that  although  a  Report  had 
been  received  from  General  Broadwood, 
Lord  Roberts  did  not  feel  justified  in 
commenting  upon  it  until  he  had  made 
personal  inquiries  into  all  the  facts  among 
the  officers  engaged. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Might  I 
ask,  then,  how  it  comes  to  pass  that  in 
connection  with  the  engagement  at  Koorn 
Spnut  no  fewer  than  four  Victoria 
Crosses  were  advertised  a  fortnight  ago, 
with  all  the  details  set  out,  if  we  know 
nothing  about  the  despatch? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  a  matter  of 
universal  practice  to  confer  the  rewards 
for  individual  acts  of  gallantry  on  the 


1623 


Supply — Army 


{COMMONS}      (Supplementary)  Estimate.     1624 


field  on  the  immediate  recommendation 
of  officers.     There  can  be  no  doubt  about 
the  gallantry  of  men  who  risk  their  lives 
to  save  the  guns,  when  that  act  is  wit- 
nessed by  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  ; 
but  as  to  the  action  itself  there  may  be 
the  gravest  doubt  as  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  blame,   if  blame  has  to  be 
apportioned,  between  the  general  in  chief 
command  and  the  subordinate    officers. 
The  Commander-in-Chief    was  well  ad- 
vised after  receiving  General  Broadwood  s 
despatch  in  waiting  for  the  opportunity 
to  examine  the  officers  commanding  the 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  the  battery  of 
artillery.      It   does  not  follow  that  be- 
cause Lord  Roberts's  despatch  was   re- 
ceived   a    week    ago  that  this    is    the 
moment  for  publishing  it  to  the  House 
and  to  the  world.     I  ao  not  think  it  is. 
The     despatches     do     not    arrive     in 
chronological  order ;  and  there  is  a  great 
deal    to  be  said  against  publishing  the 
criticism  of  strategic  and  tactical  opera- 
tions in  the  field,  while  the  officers  con- 
cerned still  retain  the  confidence  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.      Whether  we    are 
right    or    whether    we    are  wrong,   the 
Government  do  not  propose  to  publish 
these  despatches  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
[u  Oh  !  "]     At  the  end  of  the  war  there 
will  be  a  full  publication  of  all  that  bears 
upon  these  points  which  are  of  the  greatest 
interest,  and  more    particularly   on   the 
point  that  there   have   been   very   large 
surrenders  on  the  part  of  our  men.    That 
is  a  question  which  must  be  most  care- 
fully and  searchingly  inquired  into.     No 
one  feels  that  with  greater  conviction  than 
the  Government,  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  the  Adjutant-General ;  but  that  being 
so,  how  unfair  would  it  not  be  to  do  any- 
thing which  might  prejudge  the  conclu- 
sions at  which  we  should  arrive  ?     I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  found  that  our  men 
have   failed  to    show  the    stubbornness 
which  characterised  their  forefathers ;  but 
whatever  might    be    the    result  in  the 
interests    of   the  Army  and  the  nation, 
the     question    should  not  be  prejudged. 
The     right     hon.     Baronet     asked     me 
pointedly  whether  there  had  not  been  a 
saving    in    connection    with    the   Royal 
Reserve  regiments  which  might  be  used 
as  an  appropriation  in  aid.      There  has 
not  been  any  such  saving,  and  the  Reserves 
will  cost  all  the  money  taken  for  them  in 
the    Estimates.     I   do    not    propose    to 
reargue  the  question  of  the  equipment  of 
the   Reserves.     I    have    admitted    that 
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there  have  been  hitches  in  supplying 
equipment  and  armament,  but  I  have  also 
said  that  these  hitches  have  not  been  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  equipment  and  arma- 
ment were  not  obtainable,  but  to  the  fact 
that  the  applications  had  not  been  made 
at  the  proper  time  and  to  the  proper 
quarter.  It  is  a  fact  that  in  some  of  the 
military  districts  requests  are  not  put 
forward  with  that  promptitude  and 
accuracy  which  are  necessary,  largely, 
because  general  officers  commaDding 
diftinbts  have  been  left  so  long 
without  any  responsibility  and  without 
the  right  to  move  a  finger  on  their  own 
behalf  that  the  sense  of  responsibility  and 
initiative  is  only  coming  to  them  some- 
what slowly.  In  respect  to  one  or  two 
articles  of  equipment  a  portion  of  the 
delay  has  been  due  to  the.  difficulty  of 
getting  supplies  from  the  trade,  but  the 
greater  part  of  it  has  been  due  to  what  I 
may  call  want  of  practice  in  the  proper 
working  of  the  powers  conferred  under 
the  new  system  of  decentralisation.  I 
hope  I  have  made  that  point  clear  to  the 
Committee.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  also 
asked  a  question  as  to  what  was  being 
done  in  order  to  carry  out  the  avowed 
intention  of  the  Government  with  refer- 
ence to  making  some  provision  for  the 
widows  of  the  men  who  have  died  in  the 
war.  That  question  is  being  worked  out 
de  die  in  diem,  but  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  arrive  at  a  solution  or  to  frame  a 
scheme  in  time  for  the  present  Estimate. 
The  question  will,  however,  be  dealt  with 
I  in  the  Estimate  next  year 

I  *Sm  CHARLES  DILKE:  The  point  I 
i  put  was  a  specific  point  as  to  the  short- 
I  ness  of  horses  at  the  present  time  in  the 
I  Orange  Colony. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM:   Now   I  recollect 

the  right  hon.   Baronet's  argument.    It 

is  not  easy  to  carry  all  these  arguments 

in  one's  mind.     The  right  hon.  Baronet's 

argument  was  an  inference.     He  inferred 

from  the  disposition  of  the  troops  that 

had  there  been  more  remounts  greater 

progress  would  have  been  made.      I  feel 

.  hardly  justified  in  offering  another  set  of 

hypotheses.     All  I  know  is  that  we  have 

I  sent  an  enormous  number  of  remounts  to 

I  South  Africa,  and  we  have  no  reason  to 

i  believe  that  we   have   not  sent  all  the 

,  horses  asked  for.     We  have  sent  in  all 

i  111,000  remounts,  including  cavalry  and 

j  mounted    infantry    horses.       I   see  the 

(Leader  of  the    Opposition  in  his  place. 
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He  asked  me  some  questions  in  refer-]  118,000  Regulars,  72,000  Militia,  8,000 
enceto  our  policy  of  reserves  of  stores.  I «  Yeomanry,  and  250,000  enrolled  Volun- 
would  be  glad  to  enter  into  the  \  teers.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  in  the 
matter  at  greater  length  more  I  course  of  the  debate  that  the  force  at 
gallant  friend  the  Member  for,  Great  I  home  is  not  a  field  force.  In  a  sense, 
Yarmouth,  and,  indeed,  I  think  it  is  a  j  that  is  quite  true  :  but  did  anyone  expect 
subject  which  well  deserves  the  attention  ;  that  there  would  be  a  field  force  in  this 
of  the  Committee.  I  will  not  argue  country  when  more  than  two  army  corps, 
again  whether  the  War  Office  has  been  in  i  a  cavalry  division,  and  troops  for  the  lines 
fault  in  not  putting  this  policy  forward  j  of  communication  had  been  sent  out  ? 
sooner,  and  I  have  shown  it  is  not  the  j  These  are  sometimes  called  admissions  on 
outcome  of  this  war,  because  it  was  com-  ■  the  part  of  the  Government.  They  are 
menced  before  the  war.  The  policy  is  on  I  not  admissions ;  they  are  statements  of 
all  fours  with  the  policy  pursued  in  !  fact  within  the  common  knowledge  of 
respect  to  the  Navy — that  is  to  say,  a  ]  every  Member  of  the  House  and  of  every 
sum  will  be  asked  for  in  the  Estimates  j  man  in  the  country  who  takes  the  slightest 
next  year  as  the  first  instalment  of  a  ■  interest  in  military  affairs.  The  fact  is,  we 
total  to  be  spread  over  three  years,  and  i  are  approaching  the  standard  of  establish- 
when  that  sum  is  voted  by  a  Committee  !  ment  which  will  enable  us  to  send 
of  the  House  it  will  be  held  in  respect  to  |  two  army  corps  out  of  the  country 
the  Army  as  a  sum  is  now  held  in  respect  j  towards  the  end  of  a  great  naval 
to  the  Navy,  and  the  Government  and  '  struggle  with  a  first-class  Power.  If 
Parliament  will  be  honourably  pledged  to  J  we  have  sent  that  number  of  troops 
the  manufacturers  of  this  country  to  i  out  of  the  country,  it  follows  they  do  not 
continue  the  orders  given  to  them  on  ■  remain  in  the  country,  and  that  the 
that  basis.  Having  established  that !  troops  which  are  in  the  country  are 
reserve  by  that  means,  the  other  i  largely  the  machine  which  created  that 
part  of  the  policy  is  that  it  should  be  '  army,  and  which  created  and  maintains 
automatically  maintained  at  that  level,  !  the  army  in  Egypt,  India,  and  the 
and  if  that  is  done  we  will  be  in  a  better  J  Colonies.  That  machine  is  capable, 
position  than  ever  before  if  Imperial  j  stiffened  as  it  is  by  the  Royal  Reserve — 
danger  or  emergency  arises.  If  hon.  ■  which  for  that  purpose  has  been  most 
Members  who  have  not  asked  questions  !  valuable — of  being  moulded  into  a  field 
will  bear  with  me,  I  will  answer  the  hon.  |  force.  On  the  question  of  the  Armv 
Members  who  have,  although  the  answers  ;  Medical  Corps  I  think  I  have  said  all 
may  only  be  of  interest  to  the  particular  j  that  need  be  said.  Then  my  hon.  and 
hon.  Members  who  put  the  questions.  ;  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Lincoln 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  for ;  addressed  a  few  questions  to  me.  He 
South-east  Essex  referred  to  what  he .  asked  me  if  the  Volunteers  and  the 
called  a  policy  of  concealment,  and  also  Imperial  Yeomanry  would  be  allowed  to 
stated  that  the  responsibility  for  the  ;  go  to  their  homes  when  invalided  home. 
Koorn  Spruit  affair  must  be  a  matter  of  ;  Yes,  Sir,  certainly.  I  may  say  that 
common  Knowledge  to  the  troops  in  South  !  invalided  soldiers  come  l>ack  automatically 
Africa.  I  submit  to  the  Committee  that !  to  hospital,  and  when  they  reach  the  con- 
the  fact  that  Lord  Roberts  himself,  as  !  valescent  stage  they  have  the  choice  of 
Commander-in-Chief,  was  not  able  until ;  either  going  into  a  convalescent 
the  other  day  to  come  to  a  conclusion  !  home  or  returning  to  their  own  homes. 
and  felt  it  necessary  to  take  a  consider-  \  A  sum  on  account  is  given  to  a  man  in 
Able  amount  of  evidence  on  the  matter  j  this  position — not  as  a  rule  the  whole  of 
shows  that  there  has  been  no  policy  of  [  the  arrears  due  to  him,  because  it  has 
concealment.  Then  my  hon.  and  gallant  |  been  proved  by  experience  that  it  is 
friend  entered  into  a  somewhat  pessi-  \  better  to  give  a  man  £7  under  such  cir- 
mistic  analysis  of  the  number  of  troops  '  cumstances  than  to  give  him  £15  or  £20. 
whom  we  may  expect  to  return  from  '  The  hon.  Member  for  Wandsworth  put  a 
South  Africa,  and  I  think  he  took  '>  question  on  a  subject  which  fills  many  of 
an  unduly  gloomy  view  of  the  situa-  !  us  with  great  concern,  and  which  must 
tion.  We  have  in  South  Africa  !  command  the  marked  sympathy  of  all. 
now  150,000  Regulars.  Of  course  a  ;  We  know  how  many  there  are  at  present 
certain  number  of  them  are  in  the  whose  nearest  and  dearest  relatives  are  in 
Reserve,  but  they  will  all  return.  Then  j  the  sad  situation  of  being  prisoners  in 
as  to  the  force  at  home.     We  have  almost    the  hands  of  the  Boers    and  the  hoiu 
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Member,  not  at  all  unnaturally  under  the 
circumstances,  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  doing  all  in  their  power  in 
the  matter.  Yes,  Sir,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment is  doing  all  that  lies  in  its  power  in 
order  to  get  correspondence  and  comforts 
and  clothing  to  these  prisoners.  The 
question  is  not  a  very  easy  one.  The 
hon.  Member  asked  me  why  the  War 
Office  did  not  co-operate  with  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Colonial  Office. 
That  has  been  the  procedure  which  has 
been  followed  since  the  very  outbreak  of 
the  war  for  this  very  purpose.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  President  Kruger 
— acting,  of  course,  well  within  his  rights, 
since  diplomatic  relations  necessarily 
ceased — declined  to  permit  any  emissary 
of  the  Government  to  have  access,  direct 
or  indirect,  to  any  British  prisoner  in  the 
hands  of  the  Boers,  although  he  allowed 
Mr.  Hay,  the  representative  of  the  United 
States,  to  act  as  an  intermediary — a  con- 
cession which  he  was  not  bound  to  make. 
He  also  laid  down  that  if  any  Govern- 
ment assistance  were  sent  to  the  aid  of 
the  prisoners  the  Government  of  the 
South  African  Kepublic  would  no  longer 
allow  private  assistance  to  reach  them. 
Largely,  however,  through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Hay  a  better  understanding  was 
arrived  at,  and  the  conditions  were  some- 
what modified.  Consul  General  Croal, 
at  Lorenzo  Marques,  was  also  able 
to  be  of  great  assistance  as  an  inter 
mediary,  but,  for  reasons  not  within 
his  knowledge,  the  President  of  the 
South  African  Republic  would  no 
longer  permit  Mr.  Croal  to  act  in  that 
capacity,  and  stated  that  he  wished  all 
representations  in  respect  to  the  prisoners 
to  reach  him  through  Lord  Roberts. 
That  being  the  wish  of  President  Kruger 
we  have  asked  Lord  Roberts  to  spare  no 
effort  to  secure  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  and  all  of  us  have  so  much  at 
heart.  With  regard  to  China  and  the 
expeditionary  force  of  11,000  men  which 
we  are  sending  there,  I  have  already  ex- 
plained that  the  money  taken  in  this 
Estimate  is  sufficient  for  the  prime  and 
recurring  charges  of  such  a  force,  and  an 
equal  sum  has  been  provided  in  case  the 
situation  in  the  Far  East  should  demand 
considerable  reinforcements.  As  to  the 
question  of  policy,  that  is  not  one  on 
which  I  am  prepared  to  embark. 

Mr.   WARNER:    The  discussion  has 
travelled  over  such  very  wide  grounds 

Mr.  fFyndham. 


that  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
press  my  motion  for  a  reduction  as  a 
protest  against  the  mismanagement  of  the 
War  Office.  I  should,  however,  have 
liked  to  receive  an  answer  to  my  accusa- 
tion against  the  transport  system  in 
South  Africa.  It  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory  if  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  could  have  contradicted  my  charge. 
I  gather  from  letters  I  have  seen  that  the 
majority  of  the  forces  under  Lord  Roberts 
have  for  the  last  three  months  been  on 
half  rations  and  without  pay.  That,  I 
think,  is  evidence  of  a  serious  breakdown. 
Transport  difficulties  have  also  beea 
responsible  for  a  great  reduction  of 
hospital  accommodation,  and  apparently, 
through  some  serious,  some  criminal 
mistake,  the  whole  transport  has  been 
miserably  inadequate.  That  is  the  charge 
I  have  made,  and  I  am  sorry  it  has  not 
been  contradicted.  I  should  have  been, 
glad  to  press  my  motion  for  a  reduction 
if  it  could  have  been  taken  as  applying  to* 
the  negligence  of  War  Office  officials  and 
the  Government^  but,  as  the  debate  has. 
ranged  over  much  wider  grounds,  I  do- 
not  feel  justified  in  pressing  it,  and  I 
therefore  ask  leave  to  withdraw. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  by  the 
Boers.  He  thought  the  information 
recently  received  would  scarcely  tend  to 
reassure  the  relatives  in  this  country  of 
prisoners  held  by  the  Boers.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  them  that  com- 
munications with  respect  to  prisoners 
must  pass  through  Lord  Roberts,  and, 
if  the  statement  was  true  that  Lord 
Roberts  had  turned  thousands  of  Boer 
women  and  children  out  of  Pretoria,  and 
driven  them  into  the  field  of  battle,  it 
was  very  much  to  be  regretted.  They 
had  been  unable  to  get  any  information 
from  the  Government  on  the  point,  but  he 
ventured  to  assert  that  such  a  barbarous 
and  inhuman  practice  was  altogether  out- 
side the  usages  of  civilised  warfare,  and  he 
doubted  very  much  if  ever  before  such  a 
thing  had  been  done  by  a  civilised  people. 
No  one  could  doubt  Lord  Roberts's 
courage,  and  no  one  had  hitherto  doubted 
his  humanity,  and  he  could  only  say  that 
such  conduet  as  this,  if  the  charge  were 
Uy\&,  v?a&  \.ta  conduct  of  a  panic-stricken 
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soldier.  The  country  ought  to  be  re- 
assured on  this  point,  especially  if  we 
expected  the  Boers  to  extend  decent  treat- 
ment to  the  British  troops  they  had  cap- 
tured. The  Committee  was  now  asked  to 
vote  a  sum  of  eleven  and  a  half  millions. 
As  to  Members  who  had  no  expert  know- 
ledge of  military  affairs,  it  was  impossible 
particularly  as  so  much  interest  has 
been  shown  in  it  by  my  hon.  and 
that  they  could  pass  any  judgment  on  the 
details  of  the  expenditure  on  Army 
organisation.  But  he,  for  one,  did  doubt 
very  much  whether  we  had  got  value  for 
the  money  we  had  expended  on  our  Army 
in  past  years.  That  expenditure  for  the 
past  five  years  had  ranged  from  seventeen 
to  twenty  millions  annually,  and  the 
material  result  of  the  outlay  was 
now  concentrated  in  the  Transvaal. 
Not  only  had  we  all  our  Army 
out  there,  but  we  had  got  in 
addition  large  numbers  of  Yeomanry  and 
colonists.  Let  the  Committee  contrast 
the  results  of  our  own  outlay  with  what 
we  saw  our  opponents  doing  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  then  he  thought  it  would 
be  admitted  that  everybody  concerned  in 
Army  administration  in  this  country 
ought  to  hide  their  heads  in  shame.  The 
Government  were  now  asking  for  exactly 
double  the  sura  which  the  Transvaal 
Government  had  spent  on  its  army 
during  the  last  hve  years.  That  expen- 
diture was  £80,000  in  1895,  £495,000  in 
1896,  £386,000  in  1897,  and  in  no  year 
had  it  been  over  a  million.  But,  taking 
the  total  at  five  millions,  it  sufficed  to 
enable  the  burghers  to  collect  sufficient 
war  material  to  hold  the  entire  British 
Armv  at  bay  for  ten  months — an  Army  on 
which  we  had  spent  a  hundred  millions 
in  the  same  period.  And  in  addition  we 
had  incurred  a  war  expenditure  of  sixty 
millions.  We  had  been  told  that  the 
Transvaal  Government  was  a  corrupt 
oligarchy,  which  pocketed  half  the 
money  voted  for  public  purposes.  There- 
fore, half  the  five  millions  must  have 
gone  into  the  pockets  of  President  Kruger 
and  his  colleagues,  and  that  made  the 
contrast  all  the  more  striking.  We  ought 
to  bring  this  war  to  a  speedy  conclusion, 
not  so  much  on  account  of  the  Boers,  but 
to  spare  England  the  humiliation  she 
was  suffering  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world  by  reason  of  the  lament- 
able position  of  affairs  in  South 
Africa.  It  was  admitted  that  we  had 
220,000  troops  out  there,  while  the  Boers 
had  only  about  20,000.     We  had  drawn 


our  supplies  from  every  country  in  the 
world  ;  and  our  fleets  were  bringing  them 
across  every  ocean,  whereas  the  Boers  had 
only  the  armaments  and  food  supplies 
they  were  enabled  to  collect  before  the 
war  started,  and  had  only  had  five 
millions  to  spend  on  them.  Yet  they 
were  still  holding  us  at  bay ;  they  had 
frequently  out  -  generalled  us,  and  had 
often  defeated  us.  He  thought  that  the 
best  thing  this  country  could  do  would  be 
to  endeavour  to  come  to  honourable  terms 
of  peace  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  engage 
some  of  the  Boer  generals,  like  de  Wet, 
to  re-organise  our  Army  and  endeavour 
to  place  it  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  said  that, 
although  the  debate  commenced  at  half- 
past  four,  that  was  the  first  opportunity 
Irish  Members  had  had  of  voicing  the 
views  of  their  constituents,  among  whom 
were  to  be  found  the  relatives  of  Irish 
soldiers  whose  lives  had  been  so  merci- 
lessly, so  cruelly,  and  so  wickedly  sacri- 
ficed in  this  atrocious  guinea-pig  war.  He 
would  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to 
complain  of  the  attitude  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  who  discharged  his 
duties  in  so  able  and  often-time  in  so 
sympathetic  a  way,  but  he  did  complain  of 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  clear 
answers  to  questions,  some  of  which  he  had 
repeatedly  asked  during  the  last  six  months. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  congratu- 
lated on  his  powers  of  splendid  evasion. 
He  believed  the  compliment  was  richly 
deserved.  Splendid  evasion  has  been  the 
manner  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  answer- 
ing the  questions  he  had  addressed  to  him. 
Splendid  evasion !  If  he  were  less 
courteous  ho  might  describe  it  by  another 
word.  In  order  to  show  the  hon.  Gen 
tleman  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  speak 
what  he  could  only  insinuate  through  the 
medium  of  questions  he  would  tell  him 
what  he  meant  in  the  plainest  manner. 
He  believed  the  War  Office  to  be  a  hot- 
bed of  favouritism,  corruption,  and  pollu- 
tion. He,  that  afternoon,  asked  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  command  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Rifles,  which  had  been  ren- 
dered vacant  by  the  death  of  the  gallant 
soldier  who  led  his  regiment  at  Storm- 
berg  and  was  fatally  wounded,  would  be 
given  to  one  of  his  Irish  colleagues  or  to 
an  Englishman.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  tell  him  what  it  was  proposed 
to  do  in  the  back  parlour  in  Pall  Mall 
against  Irish  soldiers.  Was  he  justified 
when  \ie  aa,\&  \ta&\»  Sfc  n**a  *xv  ^st^aswa. 
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thing  not  to  rive  the  command  to  a  com- 
patriot of    the    officer   who  fell    on    the 
battle-field  ]      This    was   the    way   that 
Irishmen  in  the  field  were  treated.     He 
wanted     to     put    it     plainly     to     the 
House.     There  was  something  to  be  said 
for   passing  over   officers   of   the   Royal 
Irish  Rifles.     They  were  Irishmen  drawn 
from  the  small  professional  class.     They 
were   common  fellows  like  himself,   and 
they  were  pissed  oven     He  was  justified 
in  saying  that  the  War  Office  system  was 
one  of  corruption.     The  Irish  Rifles  were 
not  the  only  persons  who  had  something 
to  complain  of  in  connection  with  this  un- 
just war.     When  the  Inniskilling  Fusi- 
liers  left   Queenstown   they   were  1,145 
strong,  and  he  saw  from  the  jingo  prints 
that   when  the  regiment  turned   up  at 
Colenso,  three  weeks  ago,  there  was  only 
a  remnant  left.      Two  colonelcies  became 
vacant,   one    by    the   death    of   Colonel 
Thackeray.     Who  received  the  rewards  of 
valour  in  the  field  when  these  vacancies 
were  filled  ?  They  were  not  Irishmen.  The 
War  Office  was  a  sink  of  pollution,     Now 
he  came  to  another  item.     He  was  much 
ohliged  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
for  not  moving  the  closure.     He  was  sure 
they  would  be  pleased  that  he  had  some- 
thing to  say  in  favour  of  the  right  boil. 
Gentleman.     The  Under  Secretary  strug- 
gled in   deep   water  about  the  Military 
Press  censorship.    The  censor  was  a  Whip 
of  the  Conservative   Party,   and  so   the 
office  was  well  manipulated  for  political  pur- 
poses.   On  the  6th  March  last  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  telegraphed   from   Natal    that 
he  had  had  an  interview  with  Sir  George  I 
White   immediately   after   the   relief    of 
Ladysmith.  That  telegram  mm  published 
in  the  Morning  Post  on  8th   March.     Sir 
George  White  said  in  that  interview  that 
he  had  been  shamefully   treated  hy  the* 
War  Office;  that  he  had  been  intrigued 
against  by  the  War  Office,  and  that  he 
had  been  kept  in  his  position  by  the  nitjst 
gallant  Sir  Red  vera  Buller.    He  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  abottt  that  telegram, 
and  he  assumed  a  mighty  tone  and  would 
not  answer.     Sir  George  White  had  never 
denied  that  he  used  that  observation,  iod 
Sir  Red  vers  B idler  had  never  stated  that 
he   did   not   protect   Sir   George  White 
against  the  intrigue  of  the  War  Office. 
Was  that   the  reason  why   Sir  Red  vera 
Buller  was  mentioned  with  censure  in  the 
Spion   Kop  despatches  1     These   things 
I  extremely  interesting.     He  regarded 


for  War,  as  a  gentleman  who  ought  not 
to  he  entrusted  with  any   public  office. 
He  would  tell  the  Committed   why.     A 
gentleman  who  suggested  to  Sir  Redvers 
Buller   to   re-write   a  despatch  m  order 
that    the    English    public  shoidd   get   a 
garbled  account  of  a  transaction  was  un- 
worthy of  public  confidence.     As  long  as 
that  gentleman  occupied  that  position  be 
did    not   consider   that   the   life  of  any 
common    soldier    was     in    any    degree 
in       security,        He       believed       that 
everything     that     was     suppressed     in 
the  despatches   was  suppressed,  not   for 
strategic,  but  for  political  purposes.     He 
supposed  there  was  no  man  with  a  year's 
experience  in  the  Army  who  did  not  be- 
lieve  in   his   heart  and  sou)  that   Lord 
Methuen,  the  hero  of  Magersfontein,  was 
a    miracle    of    incompetency.      The    de- 
spatches  that   he  first   sent   were  never 
published.     They  were  revised  and  edited 
in  the  War  Office  for  public  consumption. 
On  5th  July  the  right  hon.  Gentl< 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  replying 
to    the    boa    Baronet   the    Member    for 
Cockermouth,    said    that    many   of    the 
despatches  in  reference  to  the  war  would 
be  published  in  a  fortnight.     Now  they 
heard  from  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
that  the  despatches  wbtb  not  to  be  pub- 
lished until  the  end  of    the  war.     That 
meant  that  they  were  not  to  be  publi 
before  the  General  Election,     The  people 
were  not  to  know  how  the  campaign  hail 
been  mismanaged.     The  Under  Secretary 
had  a  kind   of    hankering   after    Koorn 
SpruiL     Who  was  the  officer  guilty  of  the 
&OOTD  Spruit  disaster?     Their  curiosity 
had  been   whetted   by   the  Spion   Kop 
despatches.     The  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
Bay  it  at  the  time,  but  it  appeared  that 
some  great  man  had  been  involved  in  iL 
Who    was    the     Koorn     Spruit     hero  i 
Was   not    Lord    Kitchener    himself   the 
Koorn   Spruit    hero  1     Why    had    Lord 
Kitchener's     name     been     kept     hack  1 
Why   had   not   Colonel  Long's  despatch 
]  and  his  vindication  of  himself  against  the 
censure  of  Sir  Red  vers  Buller  not  been 
published  1    It  was  scandalous  that  it  had 
not  been.     On  the   first  day  of  the   en- 
I  gagement  at  Paardeberg  there  were  1,500 
1  men  disabled.     It  was  the  most  disastrous 
1  day  of  the  whole  war.     Lord  Kitchener, 
and  he  alone,  was  in  supreme  command, 
and    Lord   Roberts1   comments  on    Lord 
Kitchener    had    never    been    published. 
Lord  Kitchener  considered  the   lives  of 
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considered  the  coal  put  into  the  furnace  to  ,  he  being  kept  in  office  ?  Again,  General 
be  consumed  in  order  to  proceed  a  certain  j  Sir  William  Butler  was  kept  in  office  solely 
number  of  miles.  As  they  were  aware,  because  he  would  then  be  unable,  without 
medical  officers  protested  against  the  |  a  breach  of  military  discipline,  to  disclose 
insufficiency  of  ambulances,  and  wounded  the  nature  of  the  despatches  he  sent  home 
men  had  to  travel  down  to  the  base  in  September  last,  describing  his  fears  as 
hospital  in  Cape  carts  without  springs.  He  j  to  the  campaign,  and  prophesying  the 
felt  he  must  apologise  for  pressing  the  i  calamities  that  would  come  from  it.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  for  information  on  one  |  hon.  Gentleman,  no  doubt,  had  shown 
matter.    The  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  last  j  delightful  optimism  throughout.  In  order 

Kreon  in  the  world  with  whom  he  would  to  qualify  for  his  office  he  was  for  some 
:e  to  quarrel ;  for  he  behaved  in  a  '  months  a  sub-lieutenant  in  a  domestic 
manner  of  singular  nobility  to  a  political '  regiment.  He  also  went  out  to  the 
opponent  some  years  ago  when  he  was  j  Egyptian  War  and  behaved  very.gallantly ; 
the  subject  of  an  abominable  charge,  and  \  but  he  must  say  he  could  not  understand 
went  into  the  box  to  support  the  evidence  how  anyone  who  had  seen  and  realised 
as  to  character.  But  would  he  not  now  ,  what  war  was  could  talk  so  lightly,  he 
do  for  Colonel  Long,  who  was  a  gallant  (  had  almost  said  so  unfeelingly,  of  the 
soldier,    what    he    did    for    a    political  j  miseries  and  trials  of  the  men,  and  the 


opponent  in  the  Law  Courts  ? 
Why  had  not  Colonel  Long's  despatch  been 
published  1  Would  not  Lord  Lansdowne 
allow  it  %  Sir  Kedvers  Buller,  in  his  de- 
spatch with  reference  to  Colenso,  censured 
Colonel  Long,  but  said  also  he  was  too  ill 
to  give  his  own  account.      Well,  Colonel 


tortures  and  agonies  of  their  relatives  at 
home.  It  was  all  owing  to  his  hero 
worship  of  Cecil  Rhodes.  It  was  hateful 
to  any  man  of  sensibility  that  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  our  gallant  follows  should 
be  treated  as  mere  pawns  on  the  chess- 
board in  the  hands  of  incompetent  and 


Long  had  recovered,  yet  his  account  had  j  corrupt  officials  of  the  War  Office,  and 
never  been  published.  On  the  previous  j  that  this  should  be  done  in  the  interests 
day  he  gave  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  ;  of  society,  and  not  of  the  people.  He* 
First  Lord  from  memory  an  account  of  ]  remembered  the  delight  shown  in  Radical 
the  various  surrenders  and  captures  of  i  circles  when  abolition  of  purchase  in  tho 
British  troops  by  the  Boers,  from  Nichol-  ■  Army  was  brought  about,  but  he  failed 
son's  Nek  down  to  Roodeval.  The  right  !  to  see  that  the  good  anticipated  had. 
hon.  Gentleman  admitted  that  some  of  j  resulted,  and  he  grieved  to  know  that 
the  men  so  captured  had  been  released,  !  the  lives  of  his  fellow-countrymen  had 
and  were  now  actually  engaged  in  hostili- 1  been  sacrificed  by  the  disastrous  incom- 
ties.  He  was  asked  if  before  the  men  \  petence  of  an  abominable,  corrupt,  and 
went  back  to  duty  an  inquiry  was  held  j  belated  War  Office, 
into  the  causes  of  their  surrender  or  cap-  \ 

ture.  He  got  no  satisfactory  reply,  and  ]  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  when  a. 
he  ventured  to  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- !  Vote  was  brought  forward  to  increase  the 
man  that  if  no  inquiry  had  been  held  then  !  sum  granted  for  war  expenditure  to. 
there  had  been  a  gross  violation  of  the  ]  sixty-one  millions,  it  was  time  that  the 
Queen's  Regulations.  Was  Lord  Lans-  i  Irish  Members — the  representatives  of  a, 
downe,  because  he  happened  to  be  an  '  people  and  of  a  poor  country  wholly  op- 
Irish  landlord,  and  a  bad  one,  to  be  !  posed  to  the  war — should,  even  at  that, 
allowed  to  ride  rough-shod  over  the  Army  j  late  hour,  raises  their  voices  in  protest. 
Regulations  1  There  was  another  instance  ;  The  attitude  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
he  would  like  to  inquire  into.  Just  before  \  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  in  re~ 
Magersfontein  a  certain  colonel  refused  to  i  gard  to  the  sacrifices  involved  in  this  war 
obey  a  command  of  Lord  Methuen —  !  took  his  mind  back  to  the  days  of  Nero. 
"  dashing  Methuen,"  as  he  was  called.  \  and  Caligula.  He  could  well  imagino. 
The  ground  of  the  refusal  was  that  his  '  Nero  in  his  palace,  before  ordering  the 
horses  were  worn  out  and  that  the  men  \  wild  beasts  to  be  set  free  to  spring  upon 
had  long  been  without  food.  That  colonel  '  the  Christians,  saying,  in  reply  to  some 
Gough  had  never  been  court-martialled,  \  remonstrance  which  might  have  been 
lest  it  should  compromise  Methuen.  addressed  to  him  by  one  of  his  Ministers,, 
What  influence  was  there  behind  |  "  What  does  it  matter  about  the  suffering 
Methuen,  whose  policy  had  resulted  in  a  :  of  the  people  ? "  This  was  a  question 
sacrifice  of  1,500  human  lives,  in  addition  |  whether  Paganism  or  Christianity  was. 
to  the  maiming  of  3,000  men  1    Why  was    right ;  and  we  now  had  the  Paganism  of  th& 
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twentieth  century  delivered  by  the  Oracle 
at  Birmingham.    The  Irish  Members  were 
asked  that  night  to  give  their  votes  in 
favour  of  the  continuance  of  a  war  founded 
upon  most  debased  principles,  and  to  vote 
for  the  war,  although  it  had  been  proved 
that   their   countrymen  had  been  among 
the  bravest  and  the  best.     Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  in  the   protest  they  were 
offering  they  were  insensible  to  the  part 
which  Irishmen   had  borne   in  the  war. 
They  regretted  that  the  places  of  those 
who  had  fallen  were  not  taken  by  com- 
rades of  jtheir  own  blood,  and  that  the 
promotion      should      be     snatched     by 
strangers.      They    also    regretted     that 
gallant  soldiers — and  this  was  a  matter 
that  must  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the 
minds  of  Irishmen — who  found  themselves 
for  a  moment  under  a   cloud   had  been 
hustled  home  and  had  not  received  the 
justice  to  which  they  were  entitled  under 
military  law.     Men  who  bore  the  scars  of 
conflict,  men  in  the  position  of  Colonel 
Gough,  had  been  driven  into  silence,  while 
men  who  ordered  the  massacre  of  soldiers 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  command.    He 
did  not  blame  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War.     He  passed  no 
comment  on  his  conduct.      He  knew  that 
no  man  could  sympathise  more  than  the 
hon.    Gentleman   with  a  gallant  soldier, 
whether   private  or  commander.     Before 
he  took  the  position  to  which  he  had  been 
•elevated  he  had  known  what  it  was  to 
have  a  soldier's  portion.      Nor  would  he 
offer  any  criticism  upon  Lord  Lansdowne. 
The   noble   Lord  was  an  Irish  landlord, 
and  it  might   be   supposed   that   in   his 
criticism    he    might    be     influenced    by 
the     hostility    that     prevailed     towards 
him.      For    his     part    he    would    never 
sever  himself  from  any  Irishman,  whether 
Protestant  or  Catholic,  Liberal  or  Tory. 
He  was  for  Irishmen,  and  he  said  that 
no    man    who    had  the    suggestion    or 
shadow  of  disgrace  placed  upon  his  name 
should  have  been  denied  justice.      They 
awaited    justification.       Fancy     a     man 
in     the    position    of    a    commander    of 
cavalry,    having   won    his    spurs    on    a 
hundred  fields,  being   placed  upon  half- 
pay   by   the    British    Government,    and 
denied  the  trial  to  which  he  would  have 
been  entitled  if   he  had  committed  the 
lowest    fraud    known    to    a    pawnshop. 
Where   was    the  justification   for  this? 
He  passed  no  criticism  on  Lord  Methuen 
•or  Lord  Roberts.     He  was  not  able  to  do 
.80.     He  had  not  sufficient  knowledge  of 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 
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military  tactics,  never  having  been  with 
a  squadron  in  the  field,  to  say  where  the 
blame  lay  in  these  matters.     He  had  read 
in  Tlie  Times  of  the  previous  day  a  letter, 
signed  "  A,"  about  the  treatment  of  the 
Irish  regiments  at  a  place  called  Lindley. 
The  writer  said  that  his  son  was  in  that 
engagement.      "  A "  was  the  initial  of 
Lord  Ashbourne,  and   that   noble  Lord 
had  a  son  in  an  Irish  Yeomany  regiment. 
That  Irish  regiment,  consisting  of  800 
gallant  young  men,  on  reaching  Lindley 
found  the  place  in  the  possession  of  the 
Boers.      They  held  out  for  four  days, 
being  obliged   to  live   on  one  spoonful 
of    jam    and    two    cups    of     coffee    in 
the    twenty-four     hours,     and     in    the 
end,  when  their  ammunition  gave  out, 
they    were    obliged,  after    the    loss    of 
seventy  five  or  eighty  men  killed,  to  sub- 
mit to  the  last  resort  of  brave  men — sur- 
render.    This  writer  in  The  Times  asked 
why  it  was  that  on  board  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  the  smallest  matters  were 
.  made  the  subject  of  court-martial,  while 
in  regard  to  matters  of  Army  discipline 
high  placed  officials  were  simply  ordered 
to  return  to  their  homes  1     He  did  not 
know.      Whatever   their  political  views 
might  be,  they  were  entitled  to  ask  for 
executive  justice,  and,   if  necessary,  for 
punitive    justice  in    regard  to  all  these 
matters.     Let  it  not  be   supposed  that, 
however     much    Irish     Members     were 
opposed  to  the  war,  their  hearts  did  not 
thrill  either  with  the  defeat  or  victory  of 
their  fellow-countrymen.      Much   as  he 
deplored  the  miseries  of  the  war,  much  as 
he  hated  the  very  name  of  annexation, 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  regiments  in  the 
British  service  was  as  much  a  portion  of 
the  fame  and  glory  of  the  Irish  race  as  if 
they  fought  in  the  service  of  Ireland  her- 
self.   Were  all  these  matters  to  be  passed 
over  ?  He  did  not  blame  the  Government 
when  he  came  to  the  smaller  matters  of 
detail.     Whether  a  wounded  soldier  had 
a  blanket,  or  a  waterproof  sheet,  or  no 
sheet  at  all,  was  a  matter  that  might  be 
accounted  for.     If  there  was  no  doctor  or 
stretcher-bearer  at  the  moment,  he  was 
quite    aware    that    there  might    be   an 
explanation     of      their     absence.       But 
when    they   got    an   offender    home   in 
the  cool  of   Pall    Mall,  a   man   under  a 
cloud,  why  was  his  conduct  not  to  be  in- 
vestigated 1     That  was  his  presentation 
of  the  demand,  and  upon  that  matter  he 
would  say  no  more.     He  did  not  believe 
.but  that  there  might  be  exceptions,  but, 
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taking  Ministers  in  the  mass,  they  had  no 


desire  to  turn  this  war  to  the  benefit  of 
the  election.  He  believed  if  they  took 
English  Ministers  for  generations  they 
would  .find    that  there   was  a  tradition  i 


nurtured  at  the  breasts  of  Irish  mothers 


but  what  were  they  to  get  out  of  it  1  If 
the  war  wis  a  commercial  investment 
what  would  be  Ireland's  share  ?  The  idea 
of  a  tax  on  the  mines  had  been  repudiated. 
which  descended  to  them  and  prevented  !  The  Government  had  now  to  take  their 
them  from  availing  themselves  of  the  |  orders  from  the  mining  classes.  When 
mere  strategems  of  war  for  Party  pur- 1  the  war  broke  out  we  were  told  there 
poses.  He  passed  from  that  and  he  >  was  something  like  a  thousand  millions  of 
came  to  the  charge  which  fell  upon  Ire- 1  gold  in  the  Transvaal.  Two  and  a  half  per 
land  in  consequence  of  this  Vote.  He  \  cent,  on  that  would  largely  help  to  pay 
protested  against  it,  firstly,  as  a  charge  l  the  cost  of  the  war,  but  the  Jews 
which  they  should  never  have  been  called  !  rose  up  and  forbade  that,  so  the  people  of 
upon  to  bear,  and  secondly,  as  a  charge  i  this  country  were  to  be  made  to  pay.  Was 
out  of  which  Great  Britain  had  all  the  !  Ireland  to  gain  any  advantage  from  this 
profit  and  Ireland  all  the  loss.  He  would  \  war  ?  •  If  not  why  should  she  be  asked  to 
not  go  minutely  into  this  question,  but  he  |  pay  any  share  of  the  cost  1  She  had 
thought  it  would  be  a  profound  stigma  ■  already  paid  dearly  with  blood.  Ireland 
on  the  Irish  name  if  they  did  not.  when  ,  was  involved  in  an  unhappy  partnership, 
opportunity  arose,  offer  some  word  of !  and  he  wanted  to  see  her  put  in  the 
protest  on  this  subject.  Ireland  could  |  position  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey — allowed 
have  no  gain,  no  advantage,  or  honour  to  grow  her  own  crops  and  to  have  her 
from  this  war.  We  had  spent  \  own  Parliament.  Great  Britain  recruited 
£62,000,000.  Where  had  the  money  ;  her  Army  in  Ireland  and  extracted  out  of 
gone  1  To  every  nation  in  Europe,  to  !  the  necessities  of  the  people  a  heavy 
almost  every  nation  under  heaven.  They  \  contribution  of  flesh  and  blood.  Why 
had  all  gained  some  little  thing  out  of  ;  not  be  content  with  that,  and  refrain  from 
this  war,  except  Ireland.  We  had  gone  imposing  this  horrible  war  tax  upon 
to  Bohemia,  Chicago,  Germany,  Austria,  ,  them  1  He  begged  to  move  to  reduce 
France  and  Italy,  and  we  had  even  \  the  Vote  by  eight  millions. 
gone  to  Spain,  but  from  the  nation  ;  Motion  mad0j  and  Que3fcion  proposed, 
from  which  our  most  gallant  soldiers .  ,<  That  a  reduced  BUm>  not  exceeding 
were  drawn  we  had  bought  an  occa- ;  £3)500,000,  be  granted  for  the  said 
sional  horse  when  we  could  not  buy  ,  Service."— (Mr.  T.  M.  Heahj.) 
one  elsewhere.  Outside  of  that,  not!  .,  _,....„  /T  .  .  . , .  ... 
a  sixpence  had  been  spent  in  Ireland. !  ^H.  TQLLY  (Leitrim,  b )  said  he 
What  was  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  \  wished  *>  Jom  m  resisting  the  Vote  for 
these  facts?  Khaki  tunics  and  cart- ;  war  expenditure.  Irish  Members  had 
ridges  could  not  be  ordered,  for  some  beon  .consistent  throughout  in  their 
paltry  excuse,  and  although  Ireland  was  .'  opposition  to  the  war— they  had  con- 
linked  to  this  country  it  was  not  to  be  \  tmually  protested  against  it ;  and  bearing 
allowed  to  supply  any  of  the  goods  for ;  m.  ™nd  that  ten  m?n1tQS  had  G™V*ed 
the  purchase  of  which  it  was  so  heavily  i  without  any  substantial  success  having 
taxed.  The  Moors  were  linked  with  !  t»en  gamed  by  our  troops  he  thought  it 
Spain  for  700  years,  but  were  put  out  in  ,'  woul(i  be  admitted  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
the  end,  and  in  a  similar  way  the  union  ,  bers  wore  "g^"1*  ^  the  Government 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  would  j  were  wrong:  lh.e  Irish  had  special  claims 
be  terminated  unless  the  former  changed  .  Joreswt  this  unjust  and  iniquitous  war. 
her  policy  in  these  matters.  They  had  j  They  were  taxed  out  of  all  proportion  to 
been  told  that  night  that  it  would  be  ;  what  ™>  their  fair  share  and  yet  they 
necessary  to  maintain  a  garrison  in  South  ^  were  being  asked  to  vote  money  for 
Africa  for  some  years  of  40,000  men.  \  gratuities  to  the  troops  engaged  m  that 

i  miserable  strife.     What  value  were  they 
Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  30,000.  ■  to  get  in  return  1    Irish  money  had  helped 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Well,  30,000  ,  to  pay  for  the  training  of  the  officers, 
men  would,  in  future,  have  to  )>e  main-  j  but  what  credit  had  they  proved  to  this 
tained  in  the  Transvaal.  Ireland  would  |  nation  from  a  military  point  of  view  ? 
have  topay  a  proportion  of  the  cost  of  i  Under  the  present  system  the  great  object 
that.  They  would  have  to  pay  for  horses  I  of  our  military  training  was  to  see  that 
and  provender,  and  for  worsted  stockings  I  the  men's  hair  was  properly  cut,  and  that 
and    khaki  jackets  for  the   use  of  men  l  the  cook-houses  were  kept  clear.  A  couple 
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of  years  of  that  work  was  sufficient  to 
turn  any  officer  into  a  prig  of  the  first 
water,  and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
therefore,  that  there  had  been  so  many 
disgraceful  surrenders  of  large  bodies  of 
our  men  to  bodies  of  Boers  inferior  both 
in  numbers  and  in  arms.  At  one  place, 
after  ten  men  had  been  killed,  500  officers 
and  men  surrendered ;  at  another,  after 
three  officers  had  been  killed,  another  500 
officers  and  men  surrendered,  and  at  a 
third,  after  seven  had  been  killed,  eighteen 
officers  and  400  men  surrendered.  And 
then  when  our  troops  did  gain  a  victory 
they  utilised  their  triumph  for  the  pur- 
pose of  wreaking  merciless  vengeance  on 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  aad  he  had  seen  heartrend- 
ing descriptions  of  the  manner  in 
which  our  troops  had  treated  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  Boer  Republics. 
He  supposed  that  some  of  the  money 
voted  by  Parliament  would  be  paid  as 
gratuities  to  officers — the  men  responsible 


for  waging  war  on  helpless  women  and 
children  and  the  burning  and  looting  of 
houses  in  the  manner  described  by 
English  correspondents  whose  letters  had 
been  quoted.  We  talked  about  Chinese 
horrors,  and  the  savagery  of  the  "  Boxers," 
yet  he  thought  the  troops  of  this  Christian 
nation  were  committing  acts  in  the  Trans- 
vaal which  were  equal  to  anything  that 
had  been  done  by  those  wretched  fiends 
the  Boxers  in  Peking.  Half  the  money 
they  were  asked  to  vote  that  night  was 
to  suppress  the  Boxers.  If  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  equal  law  and  justice, 
instead  of  voting  money  to  suppress  the 
Chinese  marauders  they  would  be  voting 
money  to  suppress  the  outrages  in  South 
Africa.  He  protested  against  any  money 
being  voted  for  the  continuance  of  such 
infamous  proceedings. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided: — Ayes,   12; 
Noes,  87.     (Division  List  No.  246.) 
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Murray, KtHnAGraham(Bute 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 


Tanner,  Charles  Kearas 

Tully,  Jasper 

Tellers   for  the   Ayes— 

Mr.   Patrick    O'Brien   and 

Mr.  Donal  Sullivan. 


Piatt-  Higsins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  HnHoraceCnrzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francin  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ren  tool,  James  Alexander 
Ridley,Rt.  Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,Rt .  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Smith,  James  P.  ( Lanark*. ) 
Smith.Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,RtHonJ.G(OxfdUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.Murray 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  ACE  (Taunton 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wodehouse,RtHon.  E.  R.(Bath 
Wvlie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,E.) 
Tellers   for  the   Noes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 


In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  16th  day  of  this  instant  July,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the   House   without 
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Aberdeen,  Earl  of 

South  African  War — Hospital  and 
Medical  Arrangements  Inquiry,  July 
19,  448. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  11 \  189. 

3R.*  July  23,  786. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  27,  1495. 

Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement  Bill 

I.  3R.*  July  27,  1450. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  20,  586. 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.,  N.E.] 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland — Extra 
Subjects,  Remuneration,  July  19,  483. 

Academy,  Royal  Irish 

Celtic      Manuscripts— Grant-in-aid      for 
Salary  of  Irish  Scribe  and  printing 
Manuscripts,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
19, 479. 

Addis,  Gunner  J. 

Camden  Fort— Gun  Fatality 

Qs.  Mr.  Flynn ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndhara, 
July  SO,  647  ;  July  26,  1304. 
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Aden  Fortress 

Indian  Military  Charges 

Os.  Lord  Welbv,  July  20,  604 ;  Lord 
Salisbury,  617. 

Admiralty 

First  Lord—Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 
Secretary — Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney. 
Lord   of  the   Admiralty — Mr.    J.     A. 
Chamberlain. 

Residence  of  the  First  Sea  Lord 

Os.  Admiral  Field,  Earl  Dalkeith, 
July  17,  340 ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ; 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  20,  649 ;  Q. 
Admiral  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26,  1310. 

Staff,  Increase  in 

0.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  July  17,  270. 

Vote  for,  July  17,  338. 

(see  also  Navy.) 

Africa,  Central 

British    Central    Africa    Protectorate  — 
Chiromo  and  Lake  Nyassa   Rail- 
way, Construction  of —Government 
Loan 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
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Africa,  Central— cont. 

British  Central  Africa  Rifles,  Misconduct 
of,  at  Mauritius— Laying  Papers  on 
the  Table 
Q.  Sir  H.  Gurdon  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  20,  651. 

Africa,  East 

Ashanti,  see  that  title. 

Uganda  Protectorate — Report  of  Special 
Commissioner  Presented,  July  26,  1268, 
1298. 

Africa,  South 

Blue-book — Publication  of  Letters  ad- 
dressed to  Times  of  Natal  and 
Natal  Mercury,  Substantiating 
Statements 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  20,  645. 

British  South  Africa  Company — Transfer 
of  Territory  to  the  Crown,  Negotia- 
tions 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  19,  463. 

Cape  Colony,  see  that  title. 

Natal,  see  that  title. 

Settlement  of  Soldiers  after  the  War,  see 
South  African  War— Soldier  Settlers. 

War,  see  South  African  War. 

Africa,  West 

Nicer  Coast  Protectorate  and  Tonga,  see 
those  titles. 

Afrikander  Bond 

see  South  African  War. 

Agrarian  Outrages,  Ireland 

Return  Presented,  July  20,  588,  640. 

Agricultural  Districts 

Educational  Grants — Differential    Treat- 
ment in  Rural  and  Urban  Schools 
Motion    (Lord    Heneage),    July   24, 
1024. 
School  Attendance  Authorities — Byelaws 
Q.  Mr.   Jeffreys ;    A.    Sir  J.    Gorst, 
July  23,  868. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill 
c.  3R.,  July  19,  532. 
1.  1R.#  July  20,  589. 
2R.,  July  24,9$$. 
Com.,  July  27,  1479. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill 

Debate  on  Third  Reading  (Commons), 
Second  Reading  (Lords),  Committee 
(Lords),  July  19,  532 ;  July  24,  989  ; 
July  27,  1479. 

Agreements    between  Landlord   and 
Tenant,  540,  548,  564,  996,  1004. 

Appeal    from    Sheriff-Substitute     to 
Sheriff,  1490. 

Arbitration,  535,  539,  549,  564,  991, 
994,  1003. 

Contraeting-out,  539, 996. 
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July  16— July  27. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill— com. 
Debate  on  Third  Reading,  etc— ami. 
Distress,      Law     of — Limitation     of 
Landlords'  Right  of  Distraint,  538, 


539. 

"Inherent  Capabilities  of  the  Soil," 
538,  989,  995,  1003,  1009,  1479,  1481, 
1483,  1484,  1485. 

Land  Charges,  Substituting  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  County  Court,  992. 

Landlords1  Claims — Limit  of  Time, 
etc.,  541,  562,  1005. 

Landlords1  Consent 

Erecting  and  Altering  Buildings. 
993. 

Fences,  Making  or  Removing, 
yy4. 

Gardens,  Orchards,  and  Osier 
Beds,  565,  993,  1007,  1491,  1493, 
1494. 

Reclaiming  Waste  Land,  1492. 

Landlords'  Right  of  Entry  to  view 
Holdings,  993. 

Manures,  565,  990,  1487. 

Notice  of  Claim,  1488. 

Pasture 

Permanent,  538,  539,  1005. 

Temporary,  541,  565,  997. 

Penal  Rents,  1489,  1490. 

Protection  of  Improving  Tenant*  542, 
555,  990. 

Sale  of  Estate— Tenants'  Position, 
546,  555,  557. 

Separate    Legislation    for    Scotland, 
535,  997. 

Crofters  and  Small  Farmers,  536. 
Separate  Legislation  for  Wales,  550, 
557,558,567,576. 

Unreasonable  Disturbance— Fixity  of 
Tenure,  etc.,  541,  546,  554,  557,  571, 
573,576,580. 

Welsh  Land  Commission  Recom- 
mendations, etc.,  544,  551,  562,  571, 
576. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

•  President— Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.  Long. 

Akers-Douglas,  Mr. 
see  Douglas. 

Aldershot 

Entrenchments 

O.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27,  1574. 
Recreations     for     Troops  —  Encouraginc 
higher  Type  of  Entertainment/etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham 
July  26,  1306.  J 

Command.    Heavy    initial 
xpense 
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Alexandra  Park  Bill 

/.  2R.*  July  19,  410. 
Report  from   Committee  of  Selection, 

July  19,  413. 
Committed,  July  23,  786. 

Standing  Orders,  July  16,  1. 

Allan,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead] 

Water- tube  Boilers  and  Naval  Ships,  July 
17,  249. 

Goschen's  Mr.,  Statement,  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  etc.,  July  17,  287. 

AlTerstone,  Lord 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others)  Bill,  3R.,  July  26, 
1274. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Castlebar  Post  Office— Site  for  new  Office, 
July  20,  667. 

'      Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3R.,  July 
16, 132. 

America 

United  States,  see  that  title. 

America,  South 

Buenos  Ay  res,  Chile,  etc.,  see  those  titles. 

Ammunition 

see  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

Animals 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity 
BUI,  see  that  title. 

Appeal  Court 

Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  Pre- 
sented, July  19,  414,  453. 

Argentina 

Agricultural  and  Commercial  Condition  of 
—Report  Presented,  July  20,  588. 

"Argonaut,"  H.M.S. 

Manoeuvres  of  1899— Speed,  Repairs,  etc. 
Adm.   Domvile's   Report   and   the 
Statement  in  the  Memorandum 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Sir  F.  Flannery ; 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  17,  227. 

4i  Arguing  with  Sandwichmen  " 
0.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  17,  245. 

Arklow 

Drift-Net    Fishing    Restrictions— Fisher- 
men's Petition 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  23,  885. 

Armaments  for  Armoured  Cruisers 
0.  Capfc  Phillpott*,«/w/y  17,  311. 
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Armour  for  Naval  Ships 

Limiting  Naval  Programme  to  output  in 


Armour,  etc. 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
241. 
Os.  Sir  C.   Dilke,  273 ;   Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  278. 


Arms  and  Ammunition 

Artillery  Ammunition  Supplies 

Q.  Mr.  Yer burgh ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1045. 

Exportation  of  to  Foreign  Countries — 
British  Exports  to  China— Legisla- 
tion 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  20,  641 ;  Q.  Col.  Pilkington ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  23,  853; 
Q.  Col.  Pilkington;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  24,  1041. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill, 
see  that  title. 

Reserve  of  Army  Stores,  see  Army. 
Small  Arms  Ammunition  Supplies 

Q.  Mr.   Faber;   A.   Mr.    Wyndham, 
July  24,  1046. 

{see  also  titles  Cordite,  Guns,  Lyddite,  etc.) 


Armstrong,  Whitworth  and  Co. 

Manchester    Works    Wages    Question — 
Army  Contracts 
Q.   Mr.  Woods;   A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  26,  1308. 

Naval  Shipbuilding    Contracts,  Offer  to 
Construct  Ships,  etc. 
Os.   Sir  F.   Flannery,  Mr.    Goschen, 
July  17,  263,  264;  Sir  C.  Dilke, 
274. 


Army 


Secretary  of  State — Marquess  of  Lans- 

downe. 

Under  Secretary — Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  J.?.  Williams. 

"Administration"  —  Not   a  Question   of 
"Reorganisation"  or  "Reconstruc- 
tion "  of  the  War  Office 
0.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  17,  203. 

Aldershot,  see  that  title. 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  see  that  title. 

Artillery  Ammunition  Supplies 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1045. 

Artillery,  Second  Lieutenant's  Promotion 
Grievance — Counting  time  spent  at 
Woolwich  as  Army  Service 
Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  17,  225. 

Australia— Proposals  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Empire,  see  Australia — Defence. 

Auxiliary  Forces — Volunteers  and  Volun- 
teers Bill,  see  those  titles. 

Band  and  Mess  Expenses,  see  sub-heading 
Line  Battalions. 
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Army — cont. 

Barracks  for  Khartoum  and  Mauritius — 
Expenditure  on,  etc. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1533. 
Bills  relating  to  the  Army,  see  their  titles- 
Boots,  see  South  African  War. 
British  Central  Africa  Rifles  at  Mauritius, 

see  Mauritius. 
Camden  Fort  Gun  Fatality,  see  Camden 

Fort. 
Cavalry,  see  sub-heading  Officers. 

Chaplains  for  Hong  Kong,  Appointment  of 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Hoare  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  462. 

Chaplains    for  South  Africa,  see   South 
African  War. 

Chelsea   Hospital    Gardens — Closing    at 
Eight  instead  of  Nine  o'clock,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Massey-Mainwaring ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  16,  67. 
Clothing  and  Accoutrements 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1536. 
Colonies 

Equality     between      Imperial     and 
Colonial  Forces 
0.  Earl  Carrington,  July  19,  447. 
Interchange  of  Troops 

0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  July 
19,  447. 
Raising  part  of  Imperial  Army  in  the 
Colonies 
Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19,  436  ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  445. 
Reserve  Forces  of  Australia 

Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435. 
Scheme  for  Imperial  Defence 

0.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17, 188. 
Commander-in-Chief—  Military     State* 
ments  in  the  House  of  Lords,  sug- 
gestion 
Os.  Earl  of  Rosebery,  July  27,  1470  ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  1477 ;  Earl 
of  Kimberley,  1477. 
Commissions  and  Public    Schools — Com- 
missions alio  ted  to  Eton 
Q.  Major  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1048. 
Contagious  Diseases — Petition  for  altera- 
tion of  Law,  July  20,  638. 
Contracts 

Armstrong's    Manchester    Works  — 
Question  of  Wages 
Q.  Mr.    Woods  ;  A.   Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  July  26,  1308. 
Irish    Tenderers— Establishment    of 
Depot  at  Dublin 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  27,  1508. 
Sheffield  Barracks  Laundry  Contract 
—Prosecution    for   Breach    of 
Factory  Acts — 
Q    Mr.  Tennant ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  23,  875. 
Shirt  Contracts — Total  Number  sup- 
plied    for    Troops    in    South 
Africa,      Non-acceptance      of 
Tenders  from  Irish  Firms,  etc. 
O.Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  July  23,m. 


Army — cont. 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  see  that  title. 

Discharged  Soldiers,  Treatment  of,  Case 
of  Private  Weir,  Removal  from 
Netley  Hospital  to  Enniskillen 
Workhouse  —  Cause   of   Insanity, 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  16,  65. 

Enlistment  and  Recruiting 
Recruiting  Problem 

0.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17, 198. 
Statistics 

Q.  Mr.  Shee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1306. 

Under-age  Recruits,  Discharge  of— 
Case  of  Private  Walsh 
Q.  Mr.   Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  19,  458. 
Expenditure 

Appropriation  Accounts  Referred  to 
Com.,  July  27,  1525. 

Savings,  Deficiencies,  etc.,  Referred  to 
Com.,  July  27,  1524. 

{see  also  Army  Estimates.) 

Field  Training— Training  in  South  Africa, 

Os.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17,  199 ; 
Earl  Spencer,  203. 

Gibraltar  Garrison— Officers'  Houses 

Q,  Mr.  Pierpoint ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  27,  1506. 

Gratuities  for   Soldiers  Returning   from 
South  Africa 
Volunteer  Officers 

Q.   Mr.  J.    A.    Pease;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  27,  1505. 

Wyndham'8,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1530,  1553. 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  1552. 

Guns 

Erosion    of  Guns  by  Cordite — Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry 
Qs.  Sir  C.   Dilke,  Mr.  Paulton; 
As.   Mr.   Wyndham,  July  17, 
226. 
Field  Artillery 

0.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27,  1573. 

Movable  Guns  of  Position — Obsolete 
Guns  in  South  Africa  at  the 
Commencement  of  the  War,  etc 
0.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  17, 204. 

Reserve  of  Stores 

Wyndham's,     Mr.,     Statement, 
July  27,  1536. 

Head-dress— Soldier's  Death  at  Yarmomtb 
Q.  Mr.  Soames ;   A .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1305. 

Horses — Supply  of  Remounts,  Lessens  of 
the  South  African  War,  etc. 
Os.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  July  17,  204 ; 
Marquess  ot  Lansdowne,  206;  Sir 
C.  Dilke,  Juty  27, 1547  ;  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, 1624. 

Hospital  Accominodation  in  South  Africa, 
see  South  African  War — Hospital  and. 
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Hate — Supply,  Expenditure  on,  etc. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1532. 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27, 1584. 

India  Questions,  see  India. 

Inquiry  by  Royal  Commission 

Os.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17,  199 ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  202. 

Jersey  Garrison — Annual  Cost 

Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1305. 

Lance  Exhibition— -Sergeant  Cartwright's 
Claim 
<?.  Mr.  P.  Pease ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  16,  67. 

Line  Battalions,  Formation  of  New  Bat- 
talions— Band  and  Mess  Expenses, 
Government  Contribution,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Kentoul ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  17,  225. 

Marines,  see  that  title. 

Medals,  see  South  African  War. 

Medical   Department  —  Lessons   of    the 
South  African  War,  etc. 
Civil    Institutions — Successful    Civil 
Institutions  in  South  Africa 
0.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  July  27, 
1571. 
insufficient  Officers,  Medical  Schools 
Boycotting  the  Army  Medical 
Corps,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27,  1617. 

Medical  Training  of  Officers 

0.  Col.  Welby,  July  27,  1603. 

Medicines  and  Instruments  sent  out 
to  South  Africa 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27,  1585. 

Nurses — Objections  to  Women  Nurses 
in  Field  Hospitals 
Os.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  July  27, 
1571 ;  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1579. 

Omissions  from  Mr.  Wyndham's  State- 
ment 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1539. 

Orderlies,  Training,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  July  27, 
1571. 
Transport    of    the    Royal    Medical 
Corps 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27, 1540 ; 
Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  1569. 

Medical  Officers 

Civil  Surgeons — Supposed  Pledge  of 
Secrecy 
Q.  Dr.  Farquharson ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  26,  1301 ;  0. 
Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  27,  1502. 

Reserve  Officers'  Promotion  Regula- 
tions 
Q.    Mr.    S.   MacNeill;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  647. 

Retired    Officers  Recalled  to  Active 
Service 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  27,  1503. 
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Act,  1892— Purchases  of 
tand  by  County  and  Borough 
Councils,  Number  of  Acres  pur- 
chased, Amount  Expended,  etc. 
Q.  Capt  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  859. 

Militia,  see  that  title. 

Mounted  Infantry — Australian  Resources 
for  Raising 
Os,  Lord  Brassey,  July  19,  436 ;  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  446. 

Musketry  Training— Lessons  of  the  South 
African  War 
0.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  $7,  1573. 

Naval  Stores  Borrowed  for  South  Africa- 
Return 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  24,    1047 ;    0.    Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  July  27,  1611. 

Return  Presented,  July  24,  988, 1040. 

Officers 

Artillery,  see  that  sub-heading. 

British    Officers    in    Indian    Native 
Regiments,  see  India — Army. 

Money  Competency,  "  No  Man  but  a 
Rich  Man  can  enter  the  Army  ' 
— "  Cavalry  Scandal " 
0.  Mr.    E.   Robertson,  July  27, 
1614. 
Supply  of  Officers,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27, 1585. 

Old  Age  Pensions  for  Soldiers 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  July  27,  1553. 

Ordnance  Factories— Revised  Estimate  of 
Charge  Presented,  July  20,  640. 

Ordnance  Stores — Reserve  of  Stores 

Wyndham's,    Mr.,    Statement,   July 
27,  1536. 

Pay— Increase  of  Pay 

0.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17, 198. 

Picric  Acid,  Manufacture  of  in  England- 
Sufficient  Supply 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July    17,   226;   0.    Sir  C.   Dilke, 
July  17,  336. 

Promotion  Board 

Constitution  of,  by  whom  Appointed, 

Q.    Mr.   S.   MacNeill;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  27,  1506. 

Organisation,  Functions,  etc. 
,         Q.     General    Laurie;      A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  26,  1307. 

Recreations    for    Troops  —  Encouraging 
higher  type  of  Entertainment 
Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr. Wyndham, 
July  26,  1306. 
Recruiting,    see  sub-heading  Enlistment 

and  Recruiting. 
Reforms — Reorganisation  and  Reconstruc- 
tion of  the  War  Office 
Debate  (Lords),  July  17,  196. 

Remounts,  see  sub-heading  Horses. 

Reserve  Forces  of  Australia 
Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435. 
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Reserve  of  Stores 

Os.  Marquess  of  Granby ,  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  July  17, 205. 
Distribution  of  Producing  Power,  etc. 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  July  27, 1663. 
Naval  Policy 

0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27,  1626. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Jtily27, 
1534. 
Reservists 

Pay  and  Allowances — Increase  since 
Commencement  of  South  Afri- 
can War 
Q.  Mr.  Shee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1303. 
Prison  Warders,  Number  Withdrawn 
—Portland  Staff,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  23,  878. 
Rifle  Clubs,  see  that  title. 
Rifles  and  Rifle  Ranges,  see  those  titles. 
Royal  Irish  Rifles  Command- Appointment 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  27,  1503. 
Royal  Reserve  Battalions 

Bounty,  Pay,  and  Allowances 

Q.  Mr.  Shee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1303. 
Statistics 

Q.  Mr.  Shee  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1306. 
Supply  of  Clothing,  Arms,  etc. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1539 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  1623. 
Scouting,  Training  in 

Os.  Col.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27, 1674 ; 
Col.  Welby,  1603. 
Sentry  Duty  in  the  Metropolis — Number 
of    Men  detailed  for  Guards   and 
Sentry-Go,  etc. 
Q.  Major  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  462. 
Small  Arms  Ammunition  Supplies 

Q.    Mr.  Faber ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1046. 
South  African  War,  see  that  title. 
Stores,  see  sub-headings  Reserve  of  Stores 

and  Naval  Stores. 
Strength    and    Organisation    of  Military 
Forces 
Os.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  July  27, 
1560  ;  Mr.  Wyndham,  1626. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  17,   196  ;  July 

27.  1458. 

Deficiencies  —  "  Dangerous  Military 

Deficiencies,"  Lessons    of   the 

South  African  War 

0.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17,  197. 

Military  Attache's,  Warning,  see  title 

Defence  of  the  Empire. 
Militarv  Needs  of  the  Empire 

0.  t)uke  of  Bedford,  July  17,  197. 
Tents,  Supply  of,  etc. 

Os.    Lord     Heneage,     Marquess    of 
Lansdowne,  July  17,  205. 
Training  the  Army  for  War 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1548. 
Transport  Service,  see  that  title. 
Volunteers,  see  that  title. 


Army — cont. 

War  Office,  see  that  title. 
Woolwich    Arsenal — Accident   in     1881, 
Case  of  James  Quinlan 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  26,  1309. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

Extension  to  the  Army  of  the  Prin- 
ciples     of  —  Allowances     to 
Widows,  etc. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1540. 
Number  of  Men  receiving  Compensa- 
tion, Amount  of  Compensation,  etc. 
— Return  Presented,  July  16,  57. 
Wyndham's,    Mr.,    Statement    on     the 
Supplementary  Estimates,  July  27, 

Charges  for  Military  Occupation,  1531. 
Charges    indirectly    caused    by    the 

War,  1531. 
Clothing  and  Accoutrements,  1536. 
Excess  over   the    Estimates   of   the 

Year,  1530. 
Permanent  Charges,  1692. 
Reserve  of  Stores,  1633. 
Sums  Voted  on  previous  Estimates, 

1528. 
Terminal  Charges,  1630. 

Army  Estimates 

Appropriation  Accounts  referred  to  Com., 

July  27,  1525. 
Savings,   Deficiencies,  etc.,    referred   to 

Com.,  July  27,  1524. 
Supplementary  Estimate— South  African 
War     and     China     Expedition — 
£11,500,000,  Com.,  July  27,  1525. 
Approximate  Amount 

Q.    Captain    Donelan  ;    A.    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  23,  856. 
Estimate  Presented,  July  20,  640. 
{for   Details   see  Army — Wynd- 
uani's,    Mr.,    Statement,   also 
titles  of  subjects  discussed.) 

Army  and  Navy  Expenditure 

see  titles  Army  and  Navy— Expenditure, 
also  titles  Army  and  Navy  Estimates. 

Arnold-Forster,  Mr.  BL  0.  [Belfast,  W.) 
Army  Reserve  Stores,  etc.,  July  27,  1560. 
Defence  of  the  Empire — Committee  of  the 
Cabinet    for   Defence,  Attack  on— No 
Minutes  kept  of  Proceedings,  etc.,  July 
27,  1568. 
Jersey— Foreign     Men-of-War,    Manoeu- 
vring in  and  out  of  Harbours,  July  23, 
863. 
Militia—  Strength  and  Organisation,  July 

27,  1560. 
Navy 

Channel  and  Mediterranean  Fleets- 
Time  spent  at  Sea,  July  24,  1049. 
Marine  Officers — Hot  Weather  Uni- 
forms on  Board  Ship  and  Ashore, 
July  23,  863. 
Submarine  Boats,  July  17,  321. 
Water-tube  Boilers — Appointment  of 
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Araold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0.-*ont. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  War  Office,  Attack 
on,  July  27,  1660. 

South  African  War—Inquiry  into  Sur- 
render of  British  Troops,  etc.,  July  27, 
1558. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  353, 359, 385. 

Ansa,  Earl  of 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  431 ;  Rep.,  July  26,  1276,  1278. 

Arsenic 

Employment  in  the  Extraction  of  Arsenic, 
-    Result  of  Inquiry 
Q.    Mr.    Tennant;  A.    Sir    M.    W. 
Ridley,  July  26,  1318. 

Artillery 

see  titles  Army,  Guns,  Militia,  etc. 

Aflhanti 

Rising— Investment  of  Coomassie 

Relief  Column,    Number  of  Persons 
Escaping  from  Coomassie  with 
the  Governor,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mi.  J.   Cham- 
berlain, July  16,  70. 

Relief  of  Coomassie 

Q.  Mr.  Drage ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
lain,  July  17,  230. 

Ashbourne  Act 

Position  of  Land  Purchasers  under,  etc. 
Q.    Capt,  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1061. 

Ashbourne,    Lord  —  Lord     Chancellor   of 
Ireland 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July 
16,  39,  40. 

Poor  Removal  Bill,  3r.,  July  19,  419. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  July 

19,  420,  426;  Com.,  Jul    ~ 

Julym,  1275,  1277, 128! 


19,  420,  426  ;  Com.,  July  23,  840  ;  Rep., 
'  '    ~  " — 12. 


Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  East] 

Tithe    Rent-charge    (Ireland)    Bill,    3b., 
July  IS,  151. 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill 
c.  3R.*  July  17,  215. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  19,  411. 

Astronomer  Royal 

Report,  July  19,  414,  453. 

Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N.W.] 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  2A,  1069,  1070, 
1071,  1109. 

Atkinson,    Rt.   Hon.  J.— Attorney -General 
for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Belfast    Rates— Public    Health     Charge, 
Liability  of  Occupiers,  July  16,  84. 


Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  J.—cont. 

Cork  Assizes — Selection  of  Jurymen,  July 
23,  884. 

County  Court  Acts  Administration — 
Traders'  Grievances,  Legislation  pro- 
posed, July  16,  86. 

Donegal  Justices,  Unsuccessful  Applica- 
tion against,  July  23,  884. 

Poor  Rate  Deductions — Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill,  July 
26,  1340. 

Sutton  to  Censure  Railway,  Method  of 
Constructing,  etc.,  July  26,  1339. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3r.,  July 
16,  130;  Be-com.,  July  16,  136,  140, 
150. 

Truck  Act  Prosecution  at  Dungloe 
Sessions,  July  23,  883. 

Attorney  General 
Sir  R.  B.  Finlay. 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson. 

Austin,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick,  W.] 

Industrial  Schools,  Ireland — Case  of  the 
Abbeyfeale  Children,  July  20,  781. 

Potato  Cultivation  —  Experiment  with 
Electrical  Conductors,  July  26,  13*0. 

Australasia 

Defence  Proposals— Reserve  Forces,  Pro- 
posed   Enrolment      of   Colonial 
Naval  Reserve,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435. 

Armed     Forces     of     Australia, 
Number,  etc. 
0.  Lord    Brassey,   July   19, 
436. 

Expenditure  and  Imperial  Funds 
0.   Lord    Brassey,   July   19, 
439. 

French's,  General,  Proposal 

Os.  Viscount  Frankfort,  July 
19,  439 ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  443,  445. 

High  Rate  of  Wages,  Obstacle  to 
Proposals 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
July  19,  446. 

Imperial  Yeomanry,  Raising 

Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19, 
437 ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe, 444. 

Inspection  of  Colonial  Forces  by 
Imperial  Officer 
0.   Ixwrd    Brassey,  July   19 
437. 

Mounted  Infantry  —  Australian 
Resources 
Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19, 
436 ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe, 446 ;  Earl  Carring- 
ton,  447. 
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Australasia— con*. 

Defence  Proposals — cont. 
Debate  (Lords) — cont. 

Raising  and  Maintaining  in  Aus- 
tralia small  Imperial  Force 
Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19, 
437;    Marquess   of    Lans- 
downe,  445. 
Mails,  see  that  title. 

Australasian  Commonwealth 
Governor  General 

Appointment  of  Earl  of  Hopetoun 

0.  Vis.  Sidmouth,  July  17,  207. 
Official  Residence,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Uogan  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  16,  69  ;   July  20, 
651. 
Military  Defence  Proposals 

Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435. 

Northern  Territory,  Annexation  to  South 
Australia   in  1863— Right  of   Im- 
perial Government,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  24,  1050. 

Austria-Hungary 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  20,  588. 

Avebury,  Lord 

Poor  Removal  Bill,  3R.,  July  19,  417,  419. 

Avoch 

Harbour  Accommodation.  Improvement  of 
— Grant-in-aid  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

July  16,  78. 

'Avondale  Castle" 

Transport  to  Cape  Town— Non-observance 
of  Queen's  Regulations  fixing  Can- 
teen Prices 
Q.  Mr.  Bryce;   A.    Mr.   Wyndham, 
July  19,  457. 

Bail 

Regulations— Mr.  Justice  Wright's  State- 
ment in  Charging  the  Grand  Jury 
at  Derbyshire  Assizes 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  R.  Finlay,  July 
23,  875. 

Bainblidge,  Mr.  E.  [Lincoln,  Gainsborough] 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1150,  1155, 
1159. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill 
I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  16, 
1. 
3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley] 
-  -  Business  of  the  House— Private  Members' 

:^h   Bills,  etc.,  July  16,  105. 
Z^ZL  Lancashire  Volunteer  Regiments — Travel - 
.    Jing  Expenses,  Supplementary   Grant, 
;-»■>  —  etc.,  July  23, 860. 

S 


Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.— First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  [Manchester,  E.] 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  Exportation  of  to 
China  by  British  Firms,  July  20,  641. 

Business  of  the  House,  July  17,  240 ;  July 
19,485;  July 20,671;  July 23,888; 
July  26,  1343. 
Winding  up  of  the   Session  -  State- 
ment, July  16  87,  110. 

Coal,  Export  of— Prohibition  of  Exporta- 
tion of  Arms  Bill,  July  26,  1313. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1153,  1154. 

Contempt  of  Court — Arbitrary  Commit- 
tals, Legislation,  July  23,  887. 

Education,  Ireland,  New  Scheme — Oppor- 
tunity for  Discussion,  July  20, 768 

Equalisation  of  Dublin  Rates,  July  23, 
886. 

Germany  —  Anglo-German  Commercial 
Treaty,  Exclusion  of  Canada  from  Most- 
Favoured-Nation  Treatment,  July  S6, 
1343. 

Indian  Budget— Imperial  Grant  in  aid  of 
the  Famine,  etc.,  July  28,  1428. 

Irish  Railway  Amalgamation  Bills- 
Creating  Tribunal  to  deal  with  Ques- 
tions in  dispute  between  Railway  Com- 
panies and  the  Public,  July  26,  1340. 

Liberal  Party  and  their  Leadership— 
South  African  War  Policy,  July  2c, 
1243. 

Local  Taxation,  Royal  Commission  Report, 
July  23,  887. 

Parliamentary  Procedure  —  Proposed 
Changes,  July  19,  484. 

Peace  Conference — Ratification  of  Con- 
vention, July  20,  671. 

Postal  Delays— Suggested  Inquiry,  July 
24,  1058. 

South  African  War 

Cost  and  Finance  of  the  War — Supple- 
mentary Estimate,  July  23,  856. 

Despatches,  Publication  of,  July  16, 
62  ;  July  23,  856. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements, 
Commission  of  Inquiry 

Additional  Members,  July  16, 
62  ;  July  17,  222. 

Cunningham,  Professor,  Appoint- 
ment of,  July  16,  61. 

Enteric  Fever,  Inoculation 
against — Inquiry  into  Results 
proposed,  July  23,  855. 

Harrison,  Mr.,  Appointment  of— 
Member  of  Army  Railway 
Council,  July  23,  855. 

Insanitary  Conditions,  Inquiry 
into,  July  27,  1499. 

Powers  to  enforce  Attendance  of 
Witnesses,  etc.,  July  24,  1042. 

Protection  of  Witnesses,  etc, 
July  24,  1043. 

Warrant  for  Royal  Commission- 
Authority  of  Prime  Minister, 
etc,  July  26,  1300. 
Yj^Ti»^T^\,\iSs»sX«t,  Jufy  27 y  1500. 


Vol  86.] 


SESSION  1900. 
July  16 — July  27. 


[Bal-Bal 


Balfour,  Et.  Hon.  A.  J.— com. 
South  African  War — cont. 

Rebels,  Punishment  of — Disfranchise- 
ment, etc,  July  25,  1239. 

Tugela  Engagement — Publication  of 
Col.  Long's  Explanation,  July  20, 
645. 

Sunday  Opening  of  Public  Institutions — 
Sale  of  Catalogues,  July  16,  86. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3n., 
July  16,  130,  158. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  359. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.   O.  W.— Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  [Leeds,  Central] 

Carrickmacross  #  Workhouse — Proportion 
of  Tramps,  etc.,  Admitted,  July  26, 
1331. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Batons  and  Handcuffs  —  Cost  and 
where  obtained,  etc.,  July  23,  878. 

Chamberlain's,  Col.  N.,  Appointment 
as  Inspector  General,  July  16,  85 ; 
July  17,  238. 

House  Rent  Allowances,  July  23, 
880. 

Sands',  J.,  Farm  near  Listowel,  Pro- 
tection of,  etc.,  July  19,  479. 

Sneem — Extra  Police  Force,  Protec- 
tion of  Mr.  Warden's  House,  etc., 
July  19,  481. 

Tipperary  and  Limerick,  Medical  Ap- 
pointment for,  July  19,  474. 

Cork  Assizes — Case  of  Edmond  Carraody, 
July  16,  86. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill — Circulating 
Draft  of  Rules,  Orders,  etc.,  July  23, 
878. 

Crime  in  County  Monaghan— Revocation 
of  the  Proclamation,  July  23,  877. 

Deny  Magistracy — Number  of  Protes- 
tants, Roman  Catholics,  etc.,  July  27, 
1521. 

District  Councils,  Disqualification  of 
Tenant  of  Labourer's  Cottage — Magi- 
strates' Decision,  etc.,  July  26,  1337. 

Dromore  River  Floods,  July  26,  1331. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  Con.,  July  26, 
1294. 

Education 

Intermediate  Education,  Annual  Re- 
port, July  20,  664. 

Intermediate  Education  Board  Clerks, 
July  27,  1524. 

Monitors'  Easter  Examination— De- 
lay in  publishing  Results,  July  20, 
664. 

Glebe  Loans  Acts — Relaxation  of  Terms 
of  Loans  to  Borrowers,  July  16,  84. 

Howth  Harbour  Boating  Prosecutions, 
July  24,  1061. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  487,  497,  525  ;  Com.,  July 
26,  1439,  1440,  1442,  1443. 


Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  O.  W.— cont. 

Irish  Education  Bill,  2R.,  July  19,  526, 
531. 

Irish  Language 

Census  Returns,  July  20,  660. 

Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in  place  of 
English,  July  20,  683,  707,  712,  726. 

"  Killing  Home  Rule  by  Kindness,"  July 

16,  174. 
Kilteevan  Drum  and  Fife  Band,  Police 

Interference,  July  23,  881. 

Land  Commission 

Belfast — Increases  of  Rents,  etc.,  July 

16,  82. 
Cork  Fair  Rent  Appeals,   July   24, 

1062  ;  July  27,  1522. 
Dublin -Ulster     Custom,    Case     of 

Lindsay  v.  Corry,  July  17,  238. 
Rossavalley  Tenantry,  July  26,  1336. 

Land    Purchase   under  Ashbourne   Act, 

Acts  of  1892,  1896— Terms  of  Purchase, 

etc,  July  24,  1061. 
Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws 

—New  Licenses,  Licenses  Extinguished, 

etc.-  Return,  July  23,  880 ;  July  26, 

1337. 
Listowel  to  Tarbert  Railway— Receiving 

Deputation    with    a   view    to     giving 

Grant,  July  19,  478. 
Loan  Fund  Board— Report,  July  16,  83. 

Local    Government     Board— Return    of 

Rules  and  Orders,  Laying  on  the  Table, 

July  20,  666. 
Local  Government  Returns —Population, 

Electorate,  Poor  Law  Valuation,  etc., 

July  23,  878. 

Lunatic  Asylums 

Grants-in-aid,  Amount  due  to  Local 
Taxation  Account,   etc.,  July  27, 
1521. 
Monaghan  Asylum  Works,  Expendi- 
ture on— Loans,  etc. ,  July  19,  481 ; 
July  20,  660. 
Malicious  Injuries,  Grants  for— Including 
in  Annual  Reports  on  Judicial  Statistics, 
July  27,  1522. 
Mavo  Assizes — Contempt  of  Court,  Case 

of  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  July  20,  667. 
Meath  County  Council— Staffordshire  Bye- 
law,  July  26,  1338. 

Monaghan 

Crime,  see  that  sub- heading. 
Petty    Sessions  —  Right   of    Apneal 
denied  to  M'Guigan  and  Hughes, 
etc.,  July  16,  81. 
Muldowney   and  Finigan — Remission   of 
Sentence,  proposed,  July  20,  665. 

National  Teachers 

Arrears  of  Fee  Grant,  July  27,  1524. 

Bonus— Credit   for   Amounts    under 
New  Salaries,  July  26,  1341. 

Extra  Subjects — Remuneration,  July 

19,  483. 
Grant    for    1892-1895— Payment    of 

Arrears,  July  20,  662. 
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Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  O.  W.—cont 
National  Teachers — cont. 

Incomes,  Payments  according  to 
Memorandum  issued  by  the 
National  Education  Board,  etc., 
July  i6,  1342. 

Monitors,  Instruction,  Gratuities, 
etc,  July  19,  483. 

New  Rules  —  Memorandum  from 
Teachers'  Association,  etc.,  July  19, 
462. 

Poor  Law  Schools — Interests  of 
Teachers  in  Contributory  Unions, 
etc.,  July  26,  1342. 

Result  Fees,  Payment  of,  etc.,  July 
23, 879. 

Salaries 

Delay  in  Payment,  July  24,  1064. 

Future  Scale 

Allowing  for  Diminutions  of 
Salary  during  past  Three 
Years,  July  20,  663. 

Classification,  Promotions, 
etc.,  July  20,  663. 

Sneem — Teacher's  Residence  Site, 
July  20,  662. 

Queenstown — Police  Landing  Regulations, 
July  20,  666. 

Rate  Adjustments — Rate  Account  due  in 
past  years,  Exemption  of  Landlords, 
etc.,  July  16,  82. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — 
Chief  Secretary's  Circular,  etc.,  July  20, 
771,  777. 

Surveyors— County  and  Assistant  County 
Surveyors  devoting  whole  time  to  their 
Duties,  Pensions,  etc.,  July  19,  483. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Re-com., 
July  16,  135,  136, 138,  139,  141,  146  ;  3R., 
July  16,  168,  174,  182. 

Traction  Engines  on  Public  Roads,  etc., 
July  19,  476. 

Volunteers  —  Formation  of  Irish  Regi- 
ments, Establishment  of  Rifle  Clubs, 
etc.,  July  20,  665. 

Workhouses 

Belfast — Postponement  of  Appoint- 
ment of  Master,  etc.,  July  20,  661. 

Dietary  Scales,  July  24,  1060. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 
1490. 

Executors  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r.  ,  July  20, 618. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  (Salaries,  etc.) 
Bill,  2R.,  July  24,  1010. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill,  Com.,  July 
20,  589,  590,  591,  592,  593,  594. 


P.  Q.    [Camberwell,   Peck- 


Ballybunion 

Railway  to  Listowel- 
Q.    Mr.   Flavin; 
July  16,  80. 
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-Approximate  Cost 
A.  Mr.    Hanbury, 


Banbury,  Mr. 

ham] 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2b.,  July  23,  975. 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1123. 

Bank  of  England 

Income  Tax — Deducting  increased  Rate 
of  Income  Tax  from  Interest  War- 
rants maturing  on  or  about  July  1 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
July  17,  231. 

Bankruptcy 

Ireland,  Number  of  Cases  closed  by 
Official  Assignees  in  1899  —  Return 
Ordered,  July  17, 217. 

Barnsley  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con.  *  July  23,  845. 
Sr.*  July  26,  1295. 
I.  Commons  Amend  to.*  July  27, 1456. 

Barracks 

Khartoum   and   Mauritius — Expenditure 
on,  etc. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27 y 
1533. 

Bartley,  Mr.  O.  C.  T.  [Islington,  N.] 

Artillery — Second  Lieutenants'  Promotion 
Grievance,  July  17,  225. 

Jamaica  Railway  Debentures  and  the 
Income  Tax — Additional  Income  Tax 
deducted  from  Dividends  matured 
before  Jan.  24,  July  17,  231. 

Post  Office  Delays,  July  23,  871. 

South  African  War — Officers  sent  home 
taking  Commands  of  high  positions  itt 
England,  etc.,  July  27,  1589. 

Batons  and  Handcuffs 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Cost,  and  Place 
of  Manufacture 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  878. 

Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 
Vaccine  Lymph— Bacterial  Impurity,  etc^ 
July  26,  1315. 

Beach,  Bt.  Hon,  Sir  M.  H.— Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.] 

China — Yang-tsze  Cable,  Financial  Ar- 
rangements, etc.,  July  17,  220. 

Coinage — Issue  of  Crowns  and  Double 
Florins,  July  19,  469. 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  969,  973,. 

974. 
Education,  Scotland — Fee  Grant,  July  17 y 

237. 

Income  Tax 

Bank  of  England  deducting  increased 
Rate  of  Income  Tax  from  Interest 
Warrants  maturing  on  or  about 
July  I,  July  11 \  232. 
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Beach,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  K.—cont. 
Income  Tax — cont. 

Interest  paid  by  Municipal  Authori- 
ties ana  Interest  paid  by  Public 
Companies  and  Private  Persons, 
Kate  of  Income  Tax  chargeable, 
July  19,  470. 

Jamaica  Railway  Debentures — Addi- 
tional Income  Tax  deducted  from 
Dividends  matured  before  Jan.  24, 
July  17,  231. 

Indian  Famine — Imperial  Grant,  July  26, 
1383. 

Irish  Lunatic  Asylums  Board— Supple- 
mentary Estimate,  July  27,  1520. 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  402. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  28, 
979. 

Bedford,  Duke  of 

Army — Reorganisation  |of  the  Army  and 
Reconstruction  of  the  War  Office,  July 
17,  196. 

'Beer    Retailers*     and     Spirit    Grocers' 
Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill 
I.  Reported  without   Amendments,  July 
17,  192. 
Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  28,  837. 
3R>  July  24, 1010. 
c.  Lords  Amendte.*  July  27,  1524. 

Begg,  Mr.  F.  [Glasgow,  St.  Rollox] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1105,  1109, 
1115,  1118,  1129,  1134. 

Belfast 

Land    Commission — Increases   of    Rent, 
Mr.  Commissioner  O'Brien's  State- 
ment, etc. 
Q.    Mr.  S.  Young;    A.  Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  82. 

Postal     Arrangements — Lisburn     Road, 
Malone  Road,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Haslett ;  A.  Mr.  Han  bury, 
July  24,  1063. 

Queen's  College— Report  Presented,  July 
24,  988,  1040. 

Rates — Public  Health    Charge,  Liability 
of  immediate  Lessees 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  16,  84. 

Workhouse      Mastership— Postponement 
of  Appointment,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  20,  661. 

Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway  Bill 
/.  3R.*  July  16,  3. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  20,  636. 

Belgium 

Coal,  Metal,  and  Glass  Industries,  State 
of— Report  Presented,  July  17,  192. 

'  Experiments 

Mr.,  Statement,  July  17,  246. 
Phillpotte,  312. 
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Belleville  Boilers 

see  Navy — Boilers,  Water-tube,  etc, 


Bere  Alston  and  Calstock  Light  Railway 
Order  Presented,  July  20,  588,  639. 

Bethel!  Commander  G.  B.  [York,  E.R., 
Holderness] 

Naval  Reserve  Bill,  2R.,  July  28,  969. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  383;  Com.,. 
July  28,  960. 

Bhaunagar  State 
Famine  Loan 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  464. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M.  [Bethnal  Green] 

India 

Budget — Famine,  Remedial  Measures,. 
Imperial  Grant,  etc.,  July  26, 1398.. 

Education — Number  of  Technical  and 
Art  Schools  and  Classes,  etc.,  July- 
17,  230. 

Rainfall— Total  in  affected  Districts,, 
etc.,  July  19 %  466. 

Trade  Statistics,  July  26,  1315. 

BigWOOd,  Mr.   J.  [Middlesex,  Brentford] 
Norwood  Green  Postal  Deliveries,  July  26+ 
1325. 

Bilingual  System  of  Instruction 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  20,  675.. 

Bills 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  proposed  change- 
in— Debating  Bills  Reported  with- 
out Amendments,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Williams ;  A.   Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  19,  484. 

Private  Bills,  sec  that  title. 

Winding  up  Business  of  the  Session 

Statement  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July 
16,  87— Debate,  95. 

Billson,  Mr.  A.  [Halifax] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1106,  1156. 

Jury  Service — Exemptions,  Remuneration 

for  Common  Jurymen,  etc.,  July  17,  235. 

Biological  Association 

see  Marine  Biological  Association. 

Blackpool,  St.  Anne's  and  Lytham  Tram- 
ways Bill 
/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  20,  586. 
SR.*  July  24,  986. 

Blocking  Notices 

Alteration    of  Parliamentary  Procedure* 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.   C.  Williams:  A.   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  19,  484. 


Blu— Bow] 


Blue-books 

Publication  of  Newspaper  Correspondence 
in— South  African  Blue-book 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  20,  645. 

Blundell,  Col.  [Lancashire,  Ince] 

Army— Strength  and  Organisation,  etc, 

July  SI,  1583. 
South  African  War— Difficulties  of  the 
Campaign,  etc.,  July  87,  1582. 

Volunteers  Bill,  Coin.,  JtUy  S3,  958. 

Board  of  Agriculture 

see  Agriculture. 

Board  of  Education 

see  Education. 

Board  of  Trade 

see  Trade. 

Board  Schools 

London — Science   and    Art    Instruction, 
Duplicate    Registration,    and   the 
Board  of  Education  Grants 
Q.  Mr.   E.  Cecil;  A.   Sir   J.   Gorst, 
July  24,  1057. 

Boarding  Out  Pauper  Children 
see  Pauper  Children. 

Boating  in  Howth  Harbour 
Prosecutions 

Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien;  A.    Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1061. 

Boilers 

Mercantile  Marine — Belleville  Boilers  in 
British  Steamers 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Maclver ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Col- 
lings,  July  17,  229. 

Naval  Ships,  see  Navy — Boilers. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill 
c.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  SO, 
672. 

Bombay 

Land  Revenue,  Remissions 

Q.  SirW.  Wedderburn;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  465. 

Rainfall— Serious  outlook  in  the  Gujerat 
Province 
Lord  G.  Hamilton's  Statement,  July 
26,  1351. 


Bond,  Mr.  E.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  S4,  1080,  1089, 
1136. 

Boots 

South  African  War,  see  that  titW 
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July  16— July  27. 

Borough  Funds  Bill 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  SO,  672. 


Botanical  Gardens 

Dublin — Expenditure  sinee  1890 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  19,  477. 

Botha,  Mr. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony — Miscarriage 
of  Justice,  alleged 
Q.    Sir   W.    Lawson;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  63. 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2R.*  July  S3,  845. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  27, 1496. 

Standing  Orders,  July  17,  215 ;  July  25, 
1161. 


Bousfield,  Mr.  W.  R.  [Hackney,  N.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1095,  1124, 
1131,  1133, 1143,  1158. 


Bow 

Re-housing  Scheme  of  the  London  County 
Council 
Q.  Mr.   Pickersgill ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  16,  73. 

Bowles,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Lynn  Regis] 
Business  of  the  House 

New  Estimates,  Abandonment  of 
Bills,  etc.,  July  16,  102. 

Supply,  July  16,  91. 

China— Anti-Foreign  Rising 

Papers  Relating  to,  etc.,  July  26, 1298. 

Yang-tsze  Valley — Protection  of  Euro- 
peans, etc,  July  20,  642. 

Companies  Bill,  Gon.,  July  24,  1066. 

District  Messenger  Company — Royalty 
paid  to  the  Post  Office,  etc.,  July  26, 
1327,  1329. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  495. 

Navy 

Shipbuilding  Programme,  Limiting  to 
Output  in  Armour,  Machinery,  etc., 
July  17,  278. 

Shipbuilding  Tenders — Beating  Con- 
tractors down,  etc.,  July  17,  278. 

Training  Squadron 

Officers  in  Charge  of  Dismantled 
Sailing  Ships,  etc.,  July  23, 862. 

Re  -  commissioning  the  Masted 
Training  Squadron,  etc.,  July 
26,  1312. 

Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships, 
July  17,  279. 

Behaviour  of  Belleville  Boiler 
Ships  during  Manoeuvres  of 
of  1899— Adm.  Domvile's  Re- 
port, etc,  July  17, 227. 
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Bowles,  Mr.  T.  Ch— con*. 
Navy-— cont. 

Water-tube  Boilers — cont. 

Expenditure  on  Belleville  Boilers 
since  1895,  July  19,  463. 
Piccadilly,  Widening,  July  24,  1059. 

Senior  Naval  Lord — Official  Residence  in 

the  Vicinity  of  the  Admiralty,  July  SO, 

649. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  ZR.,July 

16,  124. 
"Victoria  and  Albert"  Yacht,  July  27, 

1509. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill 

I.  3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

Brakes 

Continuous  Brakes  on  Railways— Report 
Presented,  July  23,  759,  848. 


Brassey,  Lord 

Australian  Reserve  Forces,  ] 
ment  of  Colonial  Nava 
July  19,  435. 


►roposed  Enrol- 
Reserve,  etc., 


Bray  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
/.  3R.#  July  17,  189. 

Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  19,  413  ;  July  23,  788. 
Report  from  Select  Committee  and  Bill 

Committed,  July  26,  1265. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  27, 1449. 

Braye,  Lord 

Militia  Reorganisation— Regulations  with 
reference  to  Volunteering  for  Foreign 
Service,  etc.,  July  26,  1285. 

Brazil 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17,  192. 

Brehon  Laws 

Publication  of 

Q.  Mr.     T.    J.     Sullivan ;    A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  26,  1337. 

British  Central  Africa 

see  Africa,  Central. 

British  Honduras 

Cable  Communication — Want  of    Direct 
Communication,     Dependence     on 
Foreign  Cables,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  19,  464. 

British  Museum 

Historical  Manuscripts,  Publication  of 
Q.  Sir  H.  Fowler;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  17,  234. 

Pinches,  Mr.  T.  G.  —  Superannuation, 
Treasury  Minute,  July  16, 8,  56. 
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British  South  Africa  Company- 
Transfer  of   Territory   to   the  Crown — 
Negotiations 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton  ;  A.Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  19,  463. 

Broadhurst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Volunteers  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  384. 

Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John  —  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  [Surrey* 
Guildford] 

British  Central  African  Protectorate — 
Chiromo  and  Lake  Nyassa  Railway,. 
Construction  of,  etc,  July  20,  651. 

China 

Anti-Foreign  Rising 

Advance  of  Allies  on  Peking,. 
July  27,  1498. 

Allied  Forces 

Officer  in  Command,  July  16, 
61. 

Strength  and  Composition, 
July  16,  59. 

Arms  and  Ammunition — Expor- 
tation to  China,  July  24,  1041. 

British  Forces— Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Reinforcements,  July  20, 
640. 

Chinese  Representatives  in  Eng- 
land, Official  Recognition-,  etc., 
July  23,  852 ;  July  27,  1499. 

Despatch  from  the  Emperor  of 
China,  July  16,  60. 

Foreigners,  Assisting  to  Escape* 
July  19,  454. 

Japanese  Troops,  Number 
Landed,  etc.,  July  19,  455. 

Papers  Relating  to— Laying  on 
the  Table,  July  16,  61 ;  July 
26,  1298. 

Peking  Legations,  July  17,  218  ; 
July  23,  830. 

Measures  adopted  for  protec- 
tion of,  etc.,  July  16,  60. 

Reported  Massacre  of  Euro- 
peans, July  16,  58. 

Shan-si— Reported  Massacre  of 
Missionaries,  July  20,  642. 

Tientsin— Eni 
9th  and  lit 
17,  218. 

Warren,  Mr. ,  Consul-General  at 
Shanghai  —  Appointment  as 
Charge  d'Affaires  proposed, 
July  20,  641 ;  July  24,  104 1. 

Yang-tsze  Provinces 

Holding  Troops  in  Readiness 
at  Hong  Kong,  July  20, 
642. 

Viceroys  Maintaining  Order 
—Support  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  July  19,  456  : 
July  23,  852. 


omenta  on  July 
uly  16,  58  ;  July 
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3rodrick,  Et.  Hon.  St.  JoYm—eont. 
China — cont. 

British  Gunboats  on  the  Yang-tsze — 
Number  and  Class  of  Boats,  etc., 
July  20,  643. 

"  Kowshing  "  Claims  —  Arbitration, 
July  $6,  1315. 

Madagascar— Infraction  of  British  Trade 
Rights  by  France,  Reply  to  Representa- 
tions, July  19,  464. 

St.  Petersburg  Herring  Trade— Facilities 
for  Discharge  and  Storage,  July  16,71. 

Srompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway 
r.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  23,  846. 

Brownrigg,  Colonel 

South  Denes  Volunteer  Camp,  see  that 
title. 

Urunner,  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  Northwich] 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  955,  959. 

jBryce,  Et.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

"Avondale  Castle,"  Transport  to  South 
Africa — Canteen  Prices,  July  19,  457. 

Companies  BU\,*Con.9  July  24,  1065,  1080, 
1099,  1106,  1108, 1120,  1134. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish  Schools 
in  place  of  English,  July  20,  700. 

South  African  War — Policy  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Settlement  after  the  War, 
etc.,  July  25,  1255. 

3uchanan,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Aberdeenshire,  E.] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  SB.,  July  29, 
552. 

Business  of  the  House — Supply,  etc,  July 
16,  110. 

India 

Army 

Commander-in-Chief  —  Filling 
vacant  Appointment,  July  19, 
469. 

Troops  withdrawn  from  Estab- 
lishment for  service  outside 
India — Replacing  Troops,  etc., 
July  17,  218. 

Famine— Advances  to  Ryots,  July  16, 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony — Date  of 
last  Trial  for  Treasonable  CJffence,  July 
16,  63. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  965, 
966. 

Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  956,  958, 
961,  962- 

"Budget  of  India 

see  India — Finance. 
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Buenos  Ayres  and  Rosario  Railway  Bill 

c.  2R.*  July  18,  341. 
Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  24,  1039. 

Standing  Orders,  July  23,  846. 


Bundoran  Mails 

Delay  in  Mails  from  Dublin,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  S.   MacNeill  ;  A.  Mr.   Han- 
bury,  July  26,  1334. 

Burden  of  Empire 

Obligations  and  Resources  of  the  British 
Empire,  etc. 
O.  Lord  Salisbury,  July  20,  617. 

Burdett -Ooutts,  Mr.  W.  L.  A.  B.  [West- 
minster] 

South  African  War 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams. 
July  27,  1568,  1576. 

Civil  Surgeons  Employed  in  Military 
Hospitals— Pledge  of  Secrecy,  Jufy 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements, 
July  27,  1569. 

Commission 

Constitution  of — Opportunity 
for  Discussion,  July  17, 09% 
223,224. 

Powers  to  Enforce  Attend- 
ance of  Witnesses,  etc., 
July  24,  1042. 

Protection  of  Witnesses,  etc., 
July  24,  1043. 


Buenos  Ayres 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Julv 
14 
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Burghclere,  Lord 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  2r.,  July  24, 
994,  1002. 

Burmese  Woman 

Rangoon  Outrage— Command  of  the  Royal 
West  Kent  Regiment 
Q.  Sir  L.  M'lver ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton,  July  24,  1052. 

Burnley  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  19,  410. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.  to  Commons  Amendts.* 
July  24,  1037. 

Burnley  Miners 

Check-Weighing  Clauses 

Q.    Mr.   Stanhope;  A.   Sir   M.    W. 
Ridley,  July  26,  1317. 

Burns,  Mr.  J.  [Battersea] 

German  Emperor's  "  Mailed  Fist "  Speech, 
July  23,  947. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  968. 

Post   Office   Sites    (Re-committed)    Bill, 
Com.,  July  18,  395. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  385  ;  Com.9 
July  W^^^'fc,*^^. 
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and  District  Water  (Transfer)  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  18,  341. 

3n.»July  23,  S45. 
/.  Commons  Amend ts.*  July  24,  986. 


Business  of  the  House 

Government  Business — Motion  to  Sus- 
pend Standing  Orders  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour),  July  16,  95. 
Statements  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July  17, 
240  ;  July  19,  485 ;  July  20,  671 ;  July 
23,  888  ;  July  26,  1343. 
Supply— Additional  Days 

Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July  16, 
95. 

Winding  up  of  the  Session 

Statement  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July 
16,  87— Debate,  95. 

Butcher,  Mr.  J.  O.  [York] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1127. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  759. 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  0.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 
British  South  Africa  Company — Transfer 
of  Territory  to  the  Crown,  Negotiations, 
July  19,  463. 
Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  974. 
South  African  War 

Cape    Rebels,  Punishment   of,   etc., 
July  25,  1164,  1190,  1191, 1193,1194. 
Papers  relating   to,    Laying  on   the 
Table,  July  19,  461. 

Settlement  after  the  War,  July  25, 1171. 


Cable  Communication 

Imperial  Telegraphic  Communication — 
Committee  of  Inauiry,  Constitution 
and  Terms  of  Reference 

Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  23,  867. 
West  Indies — Want  of  Direct  Communi- 
cation with  other  Islands,  Depen- 
dence on  Foreign  Cables,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  19,  464. 
Yang-tsze  Cable— Financial  Arrangement, 
Working  of  Cable  by  British  Staff, 
etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
July  17,  219. 

Cadogan,  Trial  of 

Cork  Assizes — Selection  of  Jurymen 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A .  Mr.  Atkinson,  July 
&*,  884. 

Cahir  Post  Office 

Scheme  for  Erecting  New  Office 

Q.  Mr.  Mandeville;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1332. 

Cahirciveen 

Perch  or  Buoy,  Erection  of,  proposed — 
Lighthouse  Authority,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  23,  886. 
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July  16— July  27. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  Mid] 

Channel  Fleet— Visit  to  Invergordon,  pro- 
posed, July  23,  862. 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2r.,  July  53,  972. 

County  Courts  (Investment  of  Deposits) 
BUI,  Con.,  July  19,  583. 

Education  Grants 

Fee  Grant,  Scotland,  Payments  on  basis 
of  Equivalent  Grants,  July  17,  236. 

Grants  paid  in  respect  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Act,  July  20,  658. 

Voluntary  Schools  Act  and  Elemen- 
tary Education  Act,  1897,  Grants 
under,  July  20,  658. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannua- 
tion (Isle  of  Man)  Bill,  2r.,  July  26, 
1447. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 
2R.,  July  23,  975. 

Inver  Water  Supply — Delay  in  completing 
Works,  July  23,  877. 

Lewis,  Island  of — Delay  in  construction  of 
Roads,  July  23,  876. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  (Salaries,  etc.) 
Bill,  Con.,  July  19,  583. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  897. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill,  Com.,  July  26,  1445, 

1446,  1447. 
Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  402. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill,  Com.,  July  18,  387, 
390,  393,  396,  398,  400,  401,  402 ;  3R., 
July  19,  582. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 
981,  983. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill,  Con.,  Jttly  25,1162, 
1163. 


Caledonian  Railway  Bill 
c.  2r.*  JuUi  16,  53. 
Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  27,  1496. 

Camberwell  Guardians 

Deportation  of  Irish  Paupers — Case  of  J. 
Jones 
Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  T.  W. 

Russell,  July  16,  78. 


Camden  Fort 

Gun  Fatality — Death  of  Gunner  J.  Addis 
Qs.  Mr.  Flynn ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Juli/  20,  647 ;  July  26,  1304 ;  July 
27,  1507. 


Campbell  Bannerman,  iRt.   Hon.    Sir  H. 

[Stirling  Burghs] 

Army 

Reserve  Stores,  July  27,  1556. 

Supplementary    Estimate — War  Ex- 
penditure, July  27,  1555. 

Business  of  the  House,  July  26,  1343. 

Winding  up  of  the  Session,  July  16, 
87,  89,  91,  95. 
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Hon.  Sir  H. 
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Campbell-Bannerman,  Rt 

cont. 

China— An  ti- Foreign  Movement,  July  16, 

57  ;  July  23,  849. 
Military  Lands  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  917. 
Naval  Reserve  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  967. 

Naval  Ships  and  Water-tube  Boilers,  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  etc.,  July  17,  261. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  386. 

South  African  War 

Chamberlain,  Mr.,  and  the  Policy  of 

the  Government,  Attack  on,  July 

25,  1229. 
Civil  Surgeons  Employed  in  Military 

Hospitals  —  Pledge      of      Secrecy, 

alleged,  July  20,  644. 

Despatches,  Publication  of,  July  23, 
855,  856. 
Withholding    Information,    July 
27,  1556. 
Martial  Law  administration,  July  25, 

1235. 
Punishment  of  Rebels — Disfranchise- 
ment, etc.,  July  25,  1237,  1239. 

Settlement  after  the  War,  July  25, 
1234. 

Military  Administration,  July  25, 
1198. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  359, 365, 368, 
382,  383 ;  Com.,  July  23,  931,  934, 
954,  955,  956,  958. 
Forcing  the  Bill  through  the  House 
under  Pressure,  etc.,  July  16,  96. 


Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Education  Bill,  2k.,  July  S3,  809. 

Ritualism  in  the  Church — Continued 
Lawlessness  in  Spite  of  the  Decision  of 
Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  July  16,  18. 


Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Indian  Famine  Appeal 

0.   Sir  M.    Bnownaggree,    July    26, 
1404. 


Presented, 


Cape  Colony 

Affairs     of — Correspondence 
July  17,  192,  217. 

Martial  Law,  Rebels,  etc.,  see  South 
African  War— Martial  Law,  Rebels,  etc 

Military  and  Sanitary  Arrangements — Sir 
W.  Foster's  Suggestions,  see  South 
African  War— Sanitary  Arrangements. 

Ministerial  Crisis,  Papers  relating    to — 
Laying  on  the  Table 
Q.  Captain  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  16,  63. 

South  African  War,  see  that  title. 

Garden,  Mr. 

Successful  Candidate  for  Assistant  Sur- 
veyorship  of   Building*,  Ireland- 
Rejection 
Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  19,  475. 


Carmody,  Edmond 

Mitigation  of  Sentence 
Q.  Mr.   Flavin;   A. 
four,  July  16,  85. 


Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  2r.,  July  24, 
996,  1001  ;  Com.,  July  27,  1483,  1487. 

Peers,     Attendance     on     Committees —  *  Carrickmacross  Workhouse 
Motion  for  Return,  July  17,  196. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill,  Com.,  July 
20,  592. 


Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 


N umber  of  Admission — Tramps,  Casuals, 
etc. 


July  26,  1330. 


wy; 
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Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 


Canada 

Colonial  Naval  Reserve— General  French's 
Proposal,  etc. 

Os.  Viscount  Frankfort,  July  19,  439  ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  443. 

Copyright  Bill 

0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  July 
16,  97. 
Exports  to  Germany—  Exclusion  of  Canada 
from  the  Most  Favoured  Nation 
Treatment 
Q.  General  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1343. 

Indian  Famine— Government  Grant  pro- 
posed 
Q.  SirW.  Wedderburn;   A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  24,  1052. 

South  African  War  Contingent,  see  South 
African  War. 
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of  —  Equality   be- 


Carrington,  Earl 

Colonies,    Patriotism  f ..... 

tween  Imperial   and  Colonial    Forces, 
July  19,  447. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
(1890)  Amendment  Bill,  2r.,  July  20, 
627,  635. 

South  African  War,  Medals  for  the  Colonial 
Troops,  July  26,  1289. 


Carson,  Sir  E.  [Dublin  University] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1079,  1107. 

Cartwright,  Sergeant 

Lance  Exhibition — Claim 

Q.   Mr.    P.    Pease;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
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Gastlebar 

Poet  Office— Site  for  new  Office 

Q.  Dr.  R.  Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  667. 


SESSION  1900.  [Oas— Oha 

July  16— July  27. 

Celtic  Language 

Use  of  in  Irish  Schools,  see  Irish  Language. 


Catalogues 

Sale  of,  on  Sunday  in  Public  Institutions 
Q.  Mr.  Massey- Main  waring;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  16,  86. 

Cattle 

Indian  Famine— Mortality  among  Cattle, 
etc.,  see  India — Famine. 

Irish  Cattle,  Landing  at  Port  of  London 
prohibited 
Q.    Mr.   J.    O'Connor;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Douglas,  July  16,  81. 

Railways— Providing  Water  for  Cattle 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  23,  873. 

Tuberculosis,  Case  of,  on  West  Cheshire 
Farm — Action  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
24,  1054. 

Warble  Fly,  Precautions  against — Issue 
of  Leaflet,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  July 
20,  670. 

Cauflton,  Mr.  R.  EL  [Southwark,  W.] 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill 
Select  Com.,  July  16,  49,  52. 

Cavalry 

Officers— Money  Competency,  "No  man 
but   a   rich   man   can    enter    the 
Army  "—Cavalry  "  Scandal " 
0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27,  1614. 

Cawley,  Mr.  P.  [Lanes.,  PrestwichJ 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1141. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Coin.,  July  23,  944. 

Cecil,  Lord  H.  [Greenwich] 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill 
Select  Com.,  July  16, 42,  48. 

South  African  War — Chaplains,  Insuffi- 
cient Supply,  July  19,  462. 

Cecil,  Mr.  E.  [Herte,  Hertford] 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Sup- 
ply Bill,  Con.,  July  16,  41. 

London  School  Board  Audit  Case — Delay 
in  Submitting  to  Queen's  Bench,  July 

23,  870. 

Science  and  Art  Instruction  in  London 
Board  Schools— Duplicate  Registration 
and  the  Board  of  Education  Grant,  July 

24,  1067, 1058. 

South  African  War— Settlement  after  the 
War,  etc.,  July  £5,  1212. 
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Celtic  Manuscripts 

Royal  Irish  Academy — Grant  in  Aid  fo 
Salary  of  Irish  Scribe  and  Printing 
Manuscripts,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
19,  479. 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams 

see  South  African  War. 

Censure 

Sutton  to  Censure  Railway — Method  of 
Construction,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  26, 1339. 

Census 

Irish  Language  Statistics 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  660. 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

Overtime — Appointment    of     Additional 
Telegraphists,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Woods;   A.  Mr.    Hanbury, 
July  19,  472. 
Punishment  for  exceeding  Dinner  Inter- 
val, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  656. 

Certification  of  Deaths 
see  Death  Certification. 

Ceylon 

Despatch  of  Boer  Prisoners  to— Number, 
etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Sinclair  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  857. 

Chairman  of  Committee 

see  Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W. 

Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London 

Annual  Accounts  Presented,  July  27, 
1498. 

Chamberlain,  CoL  N. 

Inspector  General  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, Appointment 
Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  16,  85 ;  Qs. 
Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
Flynn;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  17,  238. 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon,  J.— Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.] 

Africa,  South— Blue-book,  Publication 
of  Newspaper  Correspondence,  July  20, 
645. 

Ashanti  Rising— Investment  of  Coomassie, 
Progress  of  Relief  Column*  etcM  July  16% 
10-,  July  n><2a&. 
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Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.—cont. 

Australasian  Commonwealth —Governor 
General's  Official  Residence,  etc.,  July 
16,  69  ;  July  20,  652. 

Australian  Northern  Territory — Annexa- 
tion to  South  Australia  in  1863,  etc., 
July  24,  1050. 

British  Central  Africa  Rifles,  Misconduct 
of  at  Mauritius — Laying  Papers  on  the 
Table,  July  20,  651. 

British  South  Africa  Company — Transfer 
of  Territory  to  the  Crown— Negotia- 
tions, July  19,  463. 

Cape  Colony — Ministerial  Crisis— Laying 
Papers  on  the  Table,  July  16,  63. 

Indian  Famine — Canadian  Government 
Grant  proposed,  July  24,  1052. 

Johannesburg — Resumption  of  Industrial 
Occupation?,  July  27,  1500. 

Niger  Coast  Protectorate — Spirit  Import 
Duties,  July  23,  867. 

South  African  War 

Future     Administration    of     South 
Africa,  July  25,  1197. 

Johannesburg,  Court  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate Tribunal,  etc.,  July  19,  461. 

Loyalists'  Losses  in  Natal,  Compen- 
sation, July  17,  220. 

Martial  Law — Administration  in  Cape 

Colony,  etc. 
Botha,  Mr.  J.,  Arrest  of,  July  16 \ 

63. 
Date  of  last  Trial  for  Treasonable 

Offence,  July  16,  64. 
Detention  of  Prisoners  in  Civil 

or  Military  Prisons,  etc.,  July 

16,  64  ;  July  17,  221. 
Proclaimed         Districts  —  Cape 

Colony    and     Rhodesia,    July 
f  27,  1501. 

Withdrawal    of     Proclamation, 

July  26,1301. 

Policy  of  the  Government,  Defence  of, 
etc.,  July  25,  1186. 

Rebels 

Papers  Relating  to,  Laying  on 
the  Table,  July  19,  461. 

Punishment  of  —  Disfranchise- 
ment, etc.,  July  25,  1178. 

Tonga  Islands-  Proclamation  of  British 
Protectorate,  July  24,  1051. 

West  Indies  —  Cable  Communication, 
Want  of  direct  Communication,  De- 
pendence on  Foreign  Cables,  etc.,  July 
19,  464. 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  South  African  Policy 
Attack  on 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  25, 
1164. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 

Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach. 
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Channel  Fleet 

Cruises,    Nature    and     Extent    of,  Sea- 
Training,  etc. — Admiral's  Reports 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  4.   Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,1048. 

Training  of  Officers — Amount  of  Sea  Ser- 
vice, etc. 
Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mr.  Goschen,  July 
17, 339,  340. 
Visit  to  Invergordon  proposed 

Q.   Mr.   Caldwell ;  A.    Mr.  Goschen, 
July  28, 862. 

Channel  Tft1fl-*iflg 

Teachers'  Superannuation — Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley 
July  16,  71. 

{see  also  title  of  Bill.) 

Channing,  Mr.  P.  A.  [Northampton,  E.] 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3B.,  July  19, 

561. 
Business  of  the  House 

Bills  Dropped,  etc,  July  16,  103,  114. 
Supply,  July  16,  92. 
Dogs —Importation    into    Great    Britain 
Regulations,  July  27,  1512. 

Local  Taxation  Returns — Delay  in  Print- 
ing and  Circulating,  July  27,  1514. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2R.,  July  23.  915. 

South  African  War — Inoculation  against 
Enteric  Fever,  Results,  July  24, 1045. 

Chaplains 

see  titles  Army,  Navy,  and  South  African 
War. 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  H. — President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  [Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford] 

Didsburv  Voluntary  School  Rate,  July 
26,  1317. 

Dorking  Local  Government  Board  supply- 
ing Dorking  Advertiser  with  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Rural  District  Council,  July 
16,  73. 

Feeble-minded  Paupers,  Number  and 
Condition  of — Inquiry  proposed,  July 
24,  1053. 

Food  Preservatives— Report  of  Depart- 
mental Committee,  July  26,  1316. 

Pauper  Children 

Receiving  Home,  Establishment  of  at 
Lambeth  —  Local         Government 
Board  suggestion,  July  24,  1053. 
Religious    Instruction — Non-appoint- 
ment of  Churoh  of  England:  Chap- 
lain   for   Rockhail   and     Rochford 
House,  July  17,  232. 
Wandsworth   Board  of   Guardians- 
Offer  of  free  Pardon  to  Parents  re- 
claiming Deserted   Children,   July 
24,  1054. 
Tuberculosis — Case  of,  on  West  Cheshire 

Farm,  July  24,  1055. 
Vaccine  Lymph— Bacterial  impurity,  July 
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Charing   Cross   and  Strand  Electricity 
Supply  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  23, 
785 
3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill 

/.  Reported  without  Amendts.  tJuly  27,192. 
3R.*  July  19,  420. 

Chatting,  F.  J. 

Vaccination  Prosecution 

Q  Mr.   L.   Sinclair;  A.  Sir   M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  16,  72. 

Check-Weighing  Glauses 
Burnley  Miners 

Q.   Mr.   Stanhope;    A.    Sir   M.   W. 
Ridley,  July  26,  1317. 

Chefoo 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17, 192. 

Chelsea  Hospital 

Gardens — Closing  at  eight  instead  of  nine 
o'clock,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Massey-Main  waring ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  16, 67. 

Cheshire 

Tuberculosis,  Case  of,  on  West  Cheshire 
Farm— Action  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
24,  1054. 


Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  Balfour. 

Children 

Pauper  Children,  see  that  title. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
Bills,  see  their  titles. 


Chile 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  20,  588. 


China 


Anti-Foreign  Rising,  etc. 
Allied  Forces 
Command 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  16,  60. 

Strength  and  Composition 

0.  Mr.    Brodrick,   July  16, 
59. 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  Exporting  to 
China,  see  title  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition. 

British  Forces 

Hospital  Accommodation  at  Wei- 
hai-wei 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A.  Lord 
a  Hamilton,  July  23,  853. 
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Anti-Foreign  Rising,  etc. —cont. 
British  Forces — cont. 

Hospital  Ship  —  Maharajah  of 
Gwalior  s  Offer 
0.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July 
23,  853 ;  Os.  Sir  H.  Fowler, 
July  26,  1369;  Mr.  Mac- 
lean, 1390 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, 1428. 

Inadequate  Provision  for  uphold- 
ing British  Rights  and  In- 

0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  July  27, 
1599. 
Indian  Contingent 

Qs.  Mr.    Maclean,    Mr. 
Buchanan ;    As.   Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  17, 
218. 
Cost,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeillM. 
Lord     G.     Hamilton, 
July  19,  455. 
Reinforcements,  Naval  and  Mili- 

Q.    Mr.  J.  Walton;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  20,  64a 
Supplementary    Estimate  —  Mr. 
Wyndham's    Statement,    July 
27,  1525. 
{see   also  sub-heading    Peking- 
British  Marine  Guard.) 

Chinese  Representatives  in  England, 
Official  Recognition  of 
Q.    Mr.    Hedderwick ;    A.     Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  23,  852  ;  Q.  Mr. 
Warner;    A.     Mr.     Brodrick, 
July  27,  1499. 
Despatch  from  the  Emperor  of  China 
— Laying  on  the  Table 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  16,  60. 
Foreigners  in  the  Interior — Assisting 
to  Escape 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  19,  453. 
Japanese  Troops — Number  landed  in 
China,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  19,  455. 

Papers— Laying  on  the  Table 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  16,  61  ;  Q.  Earl 
oi  Kimberley;  A.  Marquess 
of  Salisbury,  July  23,  796  ; 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  26,  1298. 
Correspondence  Presented,  July 
27,  1458,  1498. 

Peking 

British  Legation,  Safety  of,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  Morgan  ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  17,  218. 

British  Marine  Guard— Names  of 

Officers  and  men 

Q.  8ir  J.  Colomb;    A.   Mr. 

Macartney,  July  19,  454 ; 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr. 
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proiM, 


China— cont. 

Anti-Foreign  Rising,  etc.—  cont. 
Peking — cont 

Massacre  of  Europeans  Reported 
Q.  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner  - 
man ;     A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  16,  57. 
Protection  of  Legations,  Measures 
adopted  for 
Q.  Mr.    Maclean  ;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  16,  59 ;  Q. 
Sir   H.    Campbell-Banner- 
man ;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  23,  849. 
Settlement  after  Hostilities  are  over 
0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  July  27,  1600. 

Seymour's,  Adm.,  Relief  Force — Date 
of  Commencement  of  March 
Q.  Mr.   Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  16,  59. 
Shan-si — Reported  Massacre  of  Mis- 
sionaries 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  20,  642. 
Shipbuilding,  Construction  of   Iron- 
clads, etc.,  by  British  Firms — 
Legislation 
Q.  Col.  Pilkington  ;  A.  Mr.Wynd- 
ham,  July  23,  853. 
Tientsin— Attacks  by  Allied  Forces 
Q.   Sir  H.  Fowler;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  17,  218. 
Engagements  on  July  9th   and 
11th— Gen.  Dorward's  Tele- 
grams 
Q.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man  ;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  16,  57. 
Warren,    Mr.,     Consul-General     at 
Shanghai  —  Appointment    as 
Charge  d' Affaires,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  20,  641  ;  Q.  Sir  E. 
Sassoon  ;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  24,  1040. 
Wei-hai-wei — Hospital    Accommoda- 
tion 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  23,  853. 
Yangtnze  Provinces 

Holding  Tioops  in  readiness  at 
Hong-Kong 
Q.   Mr.   Yerburgh;   A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  20,  642. 

Viceroys    maintaining    Order — 
Support  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government 
Qs.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  As.  Mr. 
Brodrick,    July   19,    455 ; 
July  23,  851. 
Arms  and  Ammuuition,  Exportation  to 
China  by  English  Firms,  see  title  Arms 
and  Ammunition. 
British  Gunboats  on   Inland  Waterways 
for  the   Protection  of  British 
Traders,  etc. 
Qs.    Mr.    J.    Walton;   As.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  17,  334,  335. 
Number  and  Class  of  Boats 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  20,  G42. 


China— con*. 

British     Tracfe  —  Buxde»    of   defodii 
British  Position,  etc 
0.  Lord  Salisbury,  July  20, 617. 

Hong  Kong,  see  that  title. 
"  Kowshing  "  Claims 

Q.  Sir  M.  Stewart ;  A.  Mr.  Brodri 
July  26,  1315. 

Peking,  see  sub-heading  Anti-Fore 
Rising. 

Russian  and  German  Aggression 
0.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  July  27, 160fc 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  27, 19SL 
Yang-tsze  Provinces,  see  sub-heading  k 

Foreign  Rising. 
Yang-tsze  River 

British    Gun    Boats,   see  that  8 

heading. 
Cable     to      Wei-hai-wei — Fin&n 
Arrangement,      Working 
Cable  by  British  Staff,  etc 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  M. 
Beach,  July  17,  219. 

Chiromo 

Railway  to  Lake  Nyassa,  Constntctio 
— Government  Loan  proposed 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon ;  A.  Me.  Brodi 
July  20,  651. 

Cholera 

see  India. 

Ghristchurch  and    Bournemouth  Ti 
ways  Bill 
/.  Reported  with  Amendts. ,  July  27,  ] 

Church  of  England 

Ritualism — Continued     Lawlessness 
spite  of  Decision  of  the  Archbisl 
etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  16,  10— {ft 
tails,  see  Ritualism). 

City  of  London 

Finances  of  the  Corporation — Char 
Iain's  Report,  July  27,  1498. 

City  of  London  (Various  Powers)  Bill 
/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Jut 
585. 
3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

Civil  Service 

Abstractors— Terms  of  Service 

Q.   Sir  T.   Esmonde;   A.   Mr. 
bury,  July  27,  1519. 

Examinations — Junior  Civil  Service 
mination  Rules 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hani 
July  26,  1329. 

Retired  Allowances—Treasury  ML 
Presented,  July  16, 8,  5, 6  ;  July  19 
453. 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Report  with  Appendix  Presented, 
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ft*il  Service  Estimates 
tee  Supply. 

Hvil  Sturgeons 

Employment  of,  in  Soutk  Africa,  see  South 
African  War— Hospital  and  Medical 
Arrangements. 

Ilancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  N.] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  516,  517. 

Hare 

Fishing  Industry  in  West  Clare,  Develop- 
ment of— Proposed  Grant 
Q.  Major  Jameson ;  A.  Mr.  Piunkett, 
July24,\(m. 

lergy 

Disobedience,  see  Ritualism  in  the 
Church. 

lonbrock,  Lord 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  July 
19,  427  ;  Rep.,  July  26,  1279. 

loncoxry,  Lord 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Ben., 
July  26,  1275. 

Hones 

Level  Crossing  and  Platform— Report  of 
Inspector 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  J.  Col- 
lings,  July  17,  239. 
Water     Supply— Dissatisfaction     as    to 
quality  «»f  Water 
Q.   Mr.  Macaleese;   A.  Mr.  G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1336. 

lontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
/.  Report  from  Joint  Committee,  July  20, 

588. 
c.  Report  from  Joint  Committee,  July  20, 
637. 
Con.*  and  3r.*  July  26,  1295. 
/.  1R.*  July  26,  1267. 

oagh  Postal  Service 
Defects,  etc. 

Q.   Mr.    Doogan;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  26,  1333. 

toal 

Belgium    Coal    Industry  —  Report    Pre- 
sented, July  17, 192. 
Exportation   of   to    Foreign    Countries, 
British   and    American    Exports — 
Statistics 
Q.    Mr.    D.     A.    Thomas;    A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  20,  654. 
Exportation  of  British  Coal 
France,  Increase  in  Exports 

Q.  Mr.  Harvvood ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1313. 
Prohibiting 

Q.  Mr.  Firbank;    A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1313. 
Navy,  Supply  of  Coal  for,  see  Navy. 
Rise  in    Price,    Increased    Purchase   by 
Foreign  Competition,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  27,  1511. 
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Ooghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 
Piccadilly,  Widening,  July  24,  1059. 

Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L.  [Islington,  E.J 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  971. 
House  of  Commons  Committee  Rooms — 

Outside  Blinds,  July  26,  1325. 
Letter-boxes  with  two  Compartments — 

Number  in  East  Central  District,  etc., 

July  16,  75. 

Coinage 

Annual  Report   of   Deputy  Master  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Mint  Presented,  July 
16,  8,  56. 
Silver   Coinage  —  Crowns    and     Double 
Florins,  Continuing  Issue  of 
Q.  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith ;  A.  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach,  July  19,  469. 

OollinffS,    Rt.    Hon.    J. —  Under   Secretary, 
Home  Office  [Birmingham,  Bordesley] 
Clones  Level  Crossing  and  Platform — In- 
spector's Report,  July  17,  239. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannua- 
tion (Isle  of  Man)  Bill,  2R.,  July  26, 
1447. 

Fire  Brigades  Committee  Report,  Publica- 
tion oi  in  the  Times  previous  to  laying 
on  the  Table,  July  20,  655. 

Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill,  2R., 
July  17,  213,  214. 

Jury  Service — Exemptions,  Payment  of 
Common  Jurymen,  etc.,  July  17,  235. 

Mercantile  Marine — Belleville  Boilers  on 
British  Steamers,  July  17,  229. 

Private  Bill  Legislation,  Cost  of — Delay 
in  Presenting  Return,  July  17,  235. 

Colomb,  Adm.  Sir  J.  [Great  Yarmouth] 
Army    Reserve    Stores— Distribution   of 
Producing    Power,    etc.,   July   27, 
1553. 
Cordite  Reserve,  July  17,  337. 
China  —  Anti-Foreign      Rising  —  British 
Marine  Guard   at  Peking,   Names   of 
Officers  and  Men,  July  19, 454 ;  July  23, 
853. 
Great    Yarmouth    Fishermen    and   the 

Militia,  July  27,  1507. 
House  of  Commons  Committee  Rooms — 
Ventilation,  etc.,  July  26, 1325. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill,  Com.,  July  26, 1446. 

Navy 

Mediterranean  and  Channel  Fleet, 
Nature  and  Extent  of  Cruises,  etc., 
Admirals'  Reports,  July  24,  1048. 

Non-inflammable  Wood,  Use  of,  in 
Construction  of  Naval  Ships,  July 
17,  247. 

Officers— Amount  of  Sea  Service  in  the 
Channel  and  Mediterranean  Squad- 
rons, July  17,  339 ;  July  24,  1048. 

Shipbuilding,  etc.— Development  of 
Producing  Power,  July  17,  303. 

Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships, 
July  17,  302L 
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Colomb,  Adm.  Sir  J.—cont. 

Old  Age  Pensions  for  Soldiers,  July  27, 
1553. 

South  African  War — Inquiry  into  Sur- 
renders, etc.,  July  27,  1552. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  He-corn., 
July  16,  137,  138. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  371. 

Colonial  Marriages  Bill 
Dropped  Bill 

0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  July 
16,  97. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary     of   State  —  Rt.     Hon.      J. 

Chamberlain. 
Parliamentary  Secretary — Earl  of  Sel- 

borne. 

Vote  for,  July  25,  1164— (for  subjects  dis- 
cussed, see  their  titles.) 

Colonial  Stock  Bill 

c.  1R.*  July  17,  240. 
2r.,  July  2$,  969. 

Colonial  Stock  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading,  July  23,  969. 

London  Gazette,  Publishing  particu- 
lars of  Treasury  Conditions,  973, 
974. 

Register  —  Inscribing  Stock  upon 
Register  kept  in  England,  973. 

Stock  Issued  previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  Particulars  required, 
etc.,  972. 

Trustees— Treasury  Control,  Condi- 
tions, etc.,  970,  971,  972,  974. 

Colonies 

Copyright  and  Colonial  Marriages  Bills — 
Bills  Dropped  by  the  Government 
0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  July 
16,  97. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Army  Questions,  see  title  Army- 
Colonies. 

Colonial    Contribution    towards    the 

Navy 
0.  Mr.   E.   Robertson,  July  17, 

330. 
Reserve  Forces  of  Australasia — Pro- 

Sosed   Enrolment  of    Colonial 
aval  Reserve,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435. 
Scheme  for— Help  of  the  Colonies,  etc. 
0.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17,  198. 

Patriotism  of  the  Colonies 

Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19,  439  ;  Mar- 
quess   of    Lansdowne,   441 ;    Earl 
Carrington,  447. 
South    African    War    Contingents,     see 
South  African  War. 

Troops,    Interchange    of     Imperial    and 
Colonial  Troops 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  July  19, 
447. 
(see  also  Names  of  Colonies.) 
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Comforts  for  the  Troops 

see  South  African  War — Gifts. 

Commander-in-Chief 

Military    Statements   in    the   House   of 
Lords,  suggestion 
Os.  Earl  of  Kosebery,  July  27,   1470  ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  1473 ;  Earl 
of  Kimberley,  1477. 

Commander-in-Chief  in  T*iflia 
see  India — Army. 

Commins,  Dr.  A.  [Cork  County,  S.E.] 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 
Ireland— Chief  Secretary's  Circular, 
July  20,  780. 

Committal  for  Contempt  of  Court 
see  Contempt  of  Court. 

Committee  Booms 

see  House  of  Commons. 

Committees 

Peers,  Attendance  of 

Return  — -  Motion   (Earl   of    Camper- 
down),  July  17,  196. 

Public  Accounts  Committee — Report  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix 
Presented,  July  26,  1162. 

Public  Petitions  Committee — Report  Pre 
sented,  July  25,  1162. 

Selection  (Standing  Committees) — Mem- 
bers Discharged  and  Members  Appointed 
in  Substitution,  July  18, 343 ;  July  26y 
1344. 

Standing  Orders,  Resolutions  Reported 
from  Committee,  July  16,  54 ;  July  *£» 
785. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia 

see  Australasian  Commonwealth. 

Companies 

Rate  of  Income  Tax  Chargeable  on  Interest 
paid  bv  Public  Companies 
Q.  Sir  A.   Hickman  ;   A.   Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  19,  47a 

Companies  Bill 

c.  Report   from   Standing    Committee  on 
Trade,  July  19,  486. 
Con.,  July  24,  1065. 

Companies  Bill 

Debate  on  Consideration  as  Amended,  etc., 
July  24,  1065. 
Bogus  Subscriptions,   Allotment  Re- 
turn, etc.,  1091,  1092,  1093,  1094. 
Brokerage,    Commission     on — Limit* 
Disclosing  Amount,  etc.,  1117,  1118 
1119,  1120,  1123,  1125. 
Capital— Minimum    Amount,    Allot- 
ment on    insufficient    Capital, 
etc.,    1085,    1086,    1087,    1088, 
1089,  1091. 
Insertion  of  Minimum  Capital  in 
Prospectus  and  in  Articles  of 
Association    or    Memorandum, 
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Companies  BUI— cant. 

Debate  on  Consideration  as  Amended — 
cont. 

Chemists,  Dentists,  and  Druggists, 
1067,  1068. 

Companies  Commencing  Business — 
Conditions,  Issue  of  Shares,  etc., 
1101,  1102,  1103,  1104,  1145. 

Definition  of  Business  allowed  to  be 
carried  on  by  a  Company,  1065, 
1066,  1067,  1068. 

Directors 

Liability,  Limit  of  Period,  etc., 
1096,  1097,  1098,  1099,  1100. 

Qualifications,   1069,    1070,    1071, 
1072,  1073,  1080. 

Failure  of  Bank  in  which  money 
received  from  Applicants  for  Shares 
was  Deposited,  1090. 

Investors,  Protection  of,  1075,  1076, 
1077,  1078,  1079,  1084,  1086,  1087, 
1149,  1150. 

"Invitation  to  the  Public "  to  take 
up  Shares,  1075,  1077,  1082,  1104, 
1105. 

Joint  Stock  Companies,  1076,  1078, 
1086. 

One  Man  Companies,  1146. 

Passing  Bill  this  Session — References 
to  in  Debate  on  the  Suspension  of 
Standing  Orders,  July  16,  103,  104, 
106,  107,  108,  109,  113,  114. 

Private  Companies,  Application  of  the 
Bill  to,  1077,  1078,  1079,  1080,  1081, 
1106,  1107,  1129,  1131,  1134,  1135, 
1147,  1148,  1149. 

Prospectuses  and  Memoranda,  Issue 
of,  1074,  1075, 1077,  1078, 1079,  1080, 
1113,  1145,  1148,  1149,  1153,  1155, 
1156,  1158. 

Public  and  Private  Companies,  Dis- 
tinguishing between,  1077,  1078, 
1106,  1129,  1131,  1132,  1133,  1134, 
1135. 

Shares 

Allotment  Returns,  1107,  1108. 

Amount  Payable  on  Application, 
etc.,  1091,  1094,  1095. 

First  and   subsequent  Issues  of 
Shares,  1091,  1092,  1093,  1094. 

Underwriting  Shares,  Commissions  to 
Underwriters — Disclosing  Amount 
of  Commission  in  Prospectus,  etc., 
1109,  1111,  1112,  1114,  1116,  1117, 
1118,  1121,  1123,  1124,  1125,  1126, 
1127,  1134,  1135,  1139,  1140,  1141, 
1142,  1143,  1158,  1159,  1160. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill 
c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  17,  240. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Batons  and  Handcuffs — Place  of  Manufac- 
ture, Cost,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  878 
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July  16— July  27. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish— cont. 

Chamberlain,  Col.  N.—  Inspector  General, 


Appointment 
Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  As.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  16, 85  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Flavin,  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Flynn; 
As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  17, 
238. 

House  Rent  Allowances 

Q.   Mr.  M.  Healy;    A.   Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  880. 

Kilteevan — Drum  and  Fife  Band  Demon- 
strations, Police  Interference 
Q.    Mr.    Hayden;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  880. 

Queenstown,  Police  Landing  Regulations 
— Asking  American  Passengers  for 
Name  and  Destination,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Hayden;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  666. 

Sands',  J.,  Farm  near  Listowel,  Protection 
of — Number   of  Police  Employed, 
Cost,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.W.  Balfour, 
July  19,  478. 

Sneem— Extra  Police  Force — Protection  of 
Mr.  Warden's  House,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  As.   Mr* 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  19,  481. 

Tipperarv    and    Limerick,    Medical  Ap- 
pointment for — Neglecting  to  con- 
sult wishes  of  the  Police 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  474. 

Consul  General  Warren 

see  China — Anti-Foreign  Rising— Warren. 


Contagions  Diseases 
India— Petition    for 
July  20,  638. 


alteration   of   Law 


Contempt  of  Court 

Judges'  Power  of  Committal — Legislation 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  23,  887. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.,  Case  of 

Q.    Mr.    S.   MacNeill;     A.   Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  20,  666. 


Continental  Powers  and  Great  Britain 
Hostility      towards     Great     Britain  — 
Necessity  for  Strong  Military  and 
Naval    Defence— Lord    Salisbury's 
Primrose  League  Speech 
0.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  July  27,  1476. 


Continuous  Brakes 

Report  Presented,  July  23,  795,  848. 

Convict  Prisons 

see  Prisons. 


Coo— Cou]  INDEX. 

July  16 — July  27 

Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  R.  [Hereford] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1065. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  935. 


Ooomassie 

tee  Ashanti. 

Cootehill 

Postmastership,  Appointment  of  Chemist 
as     Postmaster  —  Conditions     at- 
tached to  previous  Appointment 
Q.  Mr.   S.  Young  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  19,  472. 

Copyright  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  19, 
415. 
Com.,  July  23,  837. 

Copyright  Bill 

Dropped  Bill 

Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman, 
July  16,  97. 

Copyright  (Artistic)  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  19, 
415. 

Cordite 

Erosion  of  Guns — Committee  of  Inquiry 
Qs.   Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Paulton  ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  17,  226. 

Explosion  on  Board  the  "Revenge" 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Julv  17,  338;  Q. 
Admiral  Field;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26,  1310. 

Reserve  of  Cordite  for  the  Navy 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  July  17,  337. 

Cork 

Assizes 

Case  of  Edmond  Carraody— Mitiga- 
tion of  Sentence 
Q.   Mr.   Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  85. 

Trial  of  Cadogan— Selection  of  Jury- 
men 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  23,  884. 

Dogs — Muzzling  Regulations 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  27,  1522. 

Gun  Fatality  at  Camden  Fort,  see  Camden 
Fort. 

Land     Commission     Sittings — Delay   in 
hearing  Fair  Rent  Appeals 
Q.    Mr.  M.  Healy ;    A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1062. 

Postal  Arrangement* — Establishment  of 
Post  Office  at  Dillon's  Cross,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  M.   Bealy;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1335. 

Queen's  College— Report  for  Session  1899- 
1900,  with  Appendices,  Presented,  July 
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Cork,  Earl  of 

Cruelty  to  Wild   Animals  in  Captivity 
BUI,  3R.,  July  26, 1284. 


18,  342 ;  July  19,  414. 


24 


Cornalaragh 

Postal  Deliveries — House  to  House  De- 
livery 
Q.  Mr.  Daly;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
20,  668. 

Oorngreaves  Hall 

Inebriate  Reformatory  —  Rules  as  to 
Management  Presented,  July  27,  1458, 
1498. 

Costa  Rica  Railway  Company,  Limited, 
Bill 
c.  2R.*  July  18,  341. 
Reported  without  Amend  to.,  July  24, 
1039. 

Standing  Orders,  July  23,  846. 

County  Councils 

Military  Lands  Act,   1892,  Purchase   of 
Land  under— Number  of  Acres  pur- 
chased, Amounts  expended,  etc 
Q.  Capt.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  859. 

County  Courts 

Fees— Report  of  Committee 

Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke ;  A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  27,  1519. 
Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 
see  that  title. 

County  Courts  Acts,  Ireland 

Administration  —  Traders'     Grievances, 
Legislation,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  16,  86. 

County  Courts  (Investment  of  Deposits) 
sill 

c.  Coin*  and  Rep*  July  18,  402. 

Con.  and  3r.*  July  19,  583. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  20,  589. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill 
I.  Com.,  July  16 ,  39. 
Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  17, 

193. 
^R.*  July  19,  420. 
c.  IR.*  July  28,  889. 
Bill  Withdrawn,  July  26,  1447. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill 

Circulating  Draft  of  Rules,  Orders  and 
Forms,  proposed 
Q.   Mr.  M.   Healy;    A.  Mr.   G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  28,  878. 

County  Surveyors,  Ireland 

see  Ireland — Surveyors. 
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County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  Bill 
/.  2R.,  July  17,  193. 

Com.*  and  Rep*  Juty  20, 589. 
Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  24, 

988. 
Su.*  July  26,  1275. 


SESSION  1900.  |Cou— Cum 

July  IQ—Jtdy  27. 

Crimes  and  Outrages,  Ireland— cont. 

Monaghan — Absence  of  Crime,  Removing 


County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  Bill 
Debate  on  Second  Reading  (Lords),  July 
17,  193. 

Lodgers,  Service  Voters  and  Free- 
holders, Voting  Rights,  194,  195. 

Rating  Bodies,  Rights  of,  etc.,  194, 
195. 

Registers  —  Putting  Register  for 
London  County  Council  and  London 
Borough  Council  on  the  same  basis, 
194. 

Voting  Qualifications— -Period  of  Oc- 
cupation, etc.,  195. 

Court  of  Appeal 

see  Appeal  Court. 

Courtney,  Bt.  Hon.  L.  H.  [Cornwall,  Bod- 
min] 

Business  of  the  House — Supply,  July  16, 
91. 

South  African  War — Policy  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  Treatment  of  Rebels, 
Settlement  after  the  War,  etc.,  July  25, 
1243. 


Courts-martial 

Martial  Law  in  South  Africa,  see  South 
African  War. 

Naval  Courts-martial 

Application  of  Criminal  Evidence  Act 
Q.  Mr.   H.   D.   Greene;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  July  24,  1049. 

Return  Presented,  July  16,  7,  57. 

Coventry  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  19,  410 
Reported  with  Amendts,  July  26,  1266. 

Standing  Orders,  July  16,  1. 

Cowshott  Manor  Gamp 
see  Inniskilling  Fusiliers. 

Oranbrook,  Earl  of 

Ritualism  in  the  Church — Continued  Law- 
lessness in  spite  of  the  Decision  of 
Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  July  16,  24. 

Orean,  Mr.  E.  [Queen's  Co.,  Ossory] 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  761. 

Crimes  and  Outrages,  Ireland 

Agrarian  Outrages — Return  Presented, 
July  20,  588,  640. 
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Operation    of   Peace    Preservation 
Act,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 


Act,  proposed 

).  Mr.  Daly  ;    ' 

July  23,  877. 


Criminal  Evidence  Act 

Naval  Courts-martial — Application  of  Act 
Q.    Mr.    H.    D.    Greene;    A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  24,  1049. 

Crops 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill — 
see  that  title. 


Cross,  Viscount— Lord  Privy  Seal 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  2r.,  July  24, 
988;  Com.,  July  27,  1481,  1484,  1487, 
1488,  1492,  1494. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
(1890)  Amendment  Bill,  2r.,  July  20, 
631. 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill,  2r.,  July  26,  1285. 

Workmen's*  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  Com.,  July  16,  39. 

Crowns 

Coinage  of 

Q.  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith  ;  A.  SirM.  H. 
Beach,  July  19,  469. 

Croydon  Tramways  and  Improvements 
Bill 
/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  16,  3  ;  July  17,  191. 
Report  from  Select  Committee  and  Bill 

Committed,  July  19,  411. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  23,  785. 
3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity 

/.  Reported  without  Amendts.,  Julyl7, 193. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24,  989. 
3R.,  July  26,  1284. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  16, 
55. 
2n.*  July  23,  845. 
Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  24, 

1038. 
3R.*  July  27,  1495. 

Cubitt,  Mr.  H.  [Surrey,  Reigate] 

Dorking  Local  Government  Board,  Supply- 
ing Dorking  Advertiser  with  Letter 
addressed  to  Rural  District  Council, 
July  16,  73. 

Cumberland    County    Council    (Bridges) 
Bill 

I.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  17,  189. 
3R.*  July  26,  1266. 


Cun— Def] 


Cunningham,  Prof. 

Appointment  as  Member  of  South  African 
Hospital  Commission,  see  South  African 
War — Hospitals. 


INDEX. 

July  16— July  27. 

Dangerous  Trades 

Arsenic,  see  that  title. 
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Currency 

Gold  Standard  in  India,  see  India — Gold 
Standard. 

{see  also  Coinage. ) 

"  Custodian  " 

Transport— Complaint  against  ProvisioEs, 
etc.,  during  Voyage  from  the  Cape 
Q.  Mr.  Paul  ton ;    A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
July  19,  457. 

Customs 

Prison-made  Goods — Seizures  of  Foreign 
Goods,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Lambert;    A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  23,  872. 

Customs  Watchers 

Improved  Condition  of  Service 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1330. 

Cylindrical  Boilers 

see  Navy— Boilers,  Water-Tube  Boilers 
verms  Cylindrical  Boilers. 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  [Roxburgh] 

Residence  of  First  Sea  Lord,  July  17,  340. 

Daly,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Belfast  Workhouse  Mastership  —  Post- 
ponement of  Appointment,  etc.,  July 20, 
661. 

Carrickmacross  Workhouse — Number  of 
Admissions,  Tramp?,  Casuals,  etc.,  July 
20,  1330. 

Cornalaragh  Postal  Deliveries — House  to 
house  delivery,  July  20,  668. 

Dromore  River  Floods,  July  20,  1331. 

Greaghlone  Letter-box  —  Neglecting  to 
clear,  July  20,  668. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish  Schools  in 
Place  of  English,  July  20,  736. 

Monaghan 

Absence  of  Crime — Removing  Opera- 
tion of  Peace  Preservation  Act, 
July  23,  877. 

Asylum  Works,  July  19, 480 ;  July  20, 
660. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

China  —  Anti-Foreign  Rising  —  British 
Government  Policy,  July  27,  1608. 

Post  Office  Sites  (Re-committed)  Bill, 
Com.,  July  IS,  394. 

War  Expenditure— Inquiry  into  Disasters, 
Treatment  of  Wounded  Soldiers,  Pay 
of  Soldiers  at  the  Front,  etc.,  July  27, 
1604. 
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Dartrey,  Earl  of 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com.,  July 
16,  39. 

Davey,  Lord 

Poor  Law  Removal  Bill,  3R.,  July  19,  415. 

De  Eamsey,  Lord 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  2r.,  July  2 J^ 
1008. 

Dearne  Valley  Railway  Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  16,  53. 
3R.*  July  19,  450. 

Death  Certification 

Legislation — Report  of  Committee,  etc 
Os.  Lord    Monkswell,   Lord    Harris,. 
July  17,  209. 

Debentures  and  Income  Tax 
see  Income  Tax. 

Debtors 

Number   of   Debtors   in   Prison — Treat- 
ment, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  19,  470. 

Debts 

Method  of  Collecting — Imitation  of  County 
Court  Process  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children 

Boarding-out — Regulation  against  Board- 
ing out  in  the  same  Home  with  Poor 
Law  Children 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Sir  J.  GorsU 
July  17,  236. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Australasia  —Reserve    Forces,     Proposed 
Enrolment  of   Colonial   Naval  Re- 
serve, etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435— {for  de- 
tails, see  Australasia — Defence). 

Colonial  Contribution  towards  the  Navy 
0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  17,  330. 

Colonies  and  the  New  Imperial  Defence 
Scheme 
0.  Duke  of  Bedford,  July  17,  198. 

Committee  of  the  Cabinet  for  Defence — 
No  Minutes  kept  of  Proceedings, 
etc. 
0.  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  July  27,  1568. 

Expert  Information  as  to  Home  Defences 
— Commander  -  in  -  Chief  making 
Statements  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
suggestion 
Os.  Earl  of  Rosebery,  July  27,  1470 ;. 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  1473 ;, 
TL»x\  <*t  Kvmljetley^  1477. 
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[Def—  Dil 


Defence  of  the  Empire— con*. 
Home  Defence 

Emergency  Scheme,  Cost  of,  etc. 
Wyndham's,     Mr.,      Statement, 
July  27,  1531. 

{see  also  Volunteers.) 

Navy  and  Home  Defences 

0.   Earl    of   Wemyss,    July   27, 
1461. 

Navy   v.    Army— "Wet    Bob"    and 
"Dry  Bob  "Schools 
Os.   Earl  of  Wemyss,   July   27, 
1461 ;  Earl  of  Rosebery,  1471. 

Strength  and  Organisation  of  Military 
Forces 
Debate  (Lords),  July  27,  1458. 

India    Military    Charges,     see     India — 
Finance,  Expenditure  Commission,  etc. 

India's    Contribution — Comparison    with 
the  Colonies 
0.  Mr.  Souttar,  July  26,  1377. 

Military  Attache's  Warning — "  All  impor- 
tant that  England  should  be  strong 
and  unassailable  in  the  month  of 
November" 
Os.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  27,  1459 ; 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  1463. 

Military  Needs  of  the  Empire,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  17,  196. 

Naval    Programme,    Insufficient     Naval 
Programme  for  the  Safety  of  the 
Empire 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  17,  272. 

Salisbury's,  Lord,  Primrose  League  Speech, 
see  Primrose  League  Meeting. 


Denbigh,  Earl  of 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
Bills,  Suspension  of  Standing  Orders, 
July  16,  6. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill 
— Fisheries  Inspector's  Report,  July  23, 
842. 


Deportation  of  Paupers 
see  Paupers. 

Derbyshire  Assizes 

Detention  of  Persons  Awaiting  Trial — 
Mr.  Justice  Wright's  Statement 
Q.   Mr.   Hazell ;  A.   Sir    R.    Finlay, 
July  23,  875. 

Deny 

see  Londonderry. 

Devizes  Prison 

Warder  Hargrave's  Pension — Decision  of 
the    Treasury,     Apportioning     be- 
tween Imperial  and  Local  Funds 
Q.  Mr.  Goulding ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  74. 
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i  Devon,  North 

Night    Mail    Service— Delays,    Improve- 
ment of  Train  Service,  etc. 
Q.   Sir   C.   Gull;   A.   Mr.   Hanbury,. 
July  20,  657. 

Devonport  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  26,  1265. 

Devonshire,  Duke  ot—Lord  President  of 
the  Council 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 
1485. 

Education  Bill,  2n.,  Jidy  23,  806,  825, 
826,  827,  830,  831,  832. 

Educational  Grants— Differential  Treat- 
ment in  Rural  and  Urban  Schools,  July 
24,  1034. 

Reading  Clerkship  Vacancy,  Appoint- 
ment of  Legal  Assistant,  etc.,  July  24, 
1014. 

Didsbury  Voluntary  School  Bate 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Williams;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  26,  1317. 

Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.    Sir   G.    [Gloucestershire,. 
Forest  of  Dean] 

Army 

Medical  Department — Omissions  from 
Mr.  Wyndham's    Statement,  Jxdy 
27,  1539. 
Reserve  Stores,  July  21,  1538. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions,  Supply  of 
Clothing,  Arms,  etc.,  July  27,  1539. 

Supplementary  Estimate — Mr.  Wynd- 
ham's Statement,  July  27,  1538. 

Training  the  Army  for  War,  July  27, 
1548. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  Ex- 
tension to  the  Army  of  the  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Act — Allowances  to 
Widows,  etc.,  July  27,  1540 

China — Yang-tsze  Cable,  Financial  Ar- 
rangement, etc.,  July  17,  219. 

County  Court  Fees— Report  of  Committee, 
July  27,  1519. 

Indian  Army,  Reduction  of  Guns  in  heavy 
Field  Batteries,  July  24,  1053. 

Navy 
Guns 

Erosion  of,  by  Cordite— Commit- 
tee of  Inquiry,  July  17,  226. 

Reserve  of  Guns,  etc.,  July  17,. 
337. 

Non-inflammable  Wood,  Use  of,  in 
the  Construction  of  Ships,  July  17, 
247,  272. 

Shipbuilding  Programme 

Danger  to  the  Empire  and  Naval 
means  of  meeting  the  Danger, 
etc.,  July  17,  272. 

Limiting  Programme  to  Output 
in  Armour  and  Machinery,  July 


17,  273. 
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Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  C.—cont- 
Navy— cord. 

Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers,  Purchase 

of,  July  17,  277. 
Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships, 
July  17,  271. 

Picric  Acid,  Manufacture  of  in  England — 
Sufficient  Supply  for  the  Army  and 
Navy,  July  17,  226,  336. 

Kifle  Clubs— Establishment  of,  as  means 
of  Defence,  July  17,  272. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams 
—Complaints,  July  27,  1622. 

Horses,  Supply  of  Horses,  etc.,  July 

27,  1547. 
Rolling  Stock,  July  27,  1541. 

Surrender  of  British  Prisoners,  Guns, 
etc. — Inquiry,  July  27,  1541. 

Warren's,  Sir  C,  Appointment,  July 
^7,1545. 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Academy,  Royal  Irish — Grant-in-aid  for 
Salary  of  Irish  Scribe  and  printing 
Manuscripts,  etc.,  July  19,  479,  480. 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  Exportation  of, 
to  China  by  British  Firms,  July  20,  641. 

Business  of  the  House— Organised  Counts- 
out,  alleged  Government  abuse  of  the 
Time  of  tne  House,  etc.,  July  16,  99. 

China — Anti-Foreign  Rising,  etc. 

Allied  Forces — Officer  in  Command, 

July  16%  60,  61. 
Despatch  from  the  Emperor  of  China, 

July  16,  60. 
Papers— Laying  on  the  Table,  July 
16,  61. 
•Constabulary,  Royal  Irish — Appointment 
of  Colonel  N.  Chamberlain  as  Inspector 
General,  July  16,  85. 
•Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill,  2R., 
July  17,  212,  214. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  502,  506,  507,  508,  513,  514. 

Irish  Convicts — Case  of  Muldowney  and 
Finigan,  Remission  of  Sentence,  July 
20,  665. 

Irish  Education  Bill,  2r.,  July  19,  529. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  746. 

*"  Killing  Home  Rule  by  Kindness,"  July 
16,  174. 

Loan  Fund  Board,  Ireland— Report,  July 
16,  83. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 
Ireland  —  Chief  Secretary's  Circular, 
etc.,  July  20,  771. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3R., 
July  16, 127, 163  ;  Re-com.,  135, 141,  146. 

Diocesan  Records  Bill 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  19,  584. 
Opposition  to 

0.  Mr.  Leighton,  July  16, 8S. 
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Diocesan  Registration  Bill 

/.  Reported   without   Amend t.,   July  17, 
192. 
Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  19, 420. 
3R>  July  20,  619. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports 

see  Trade  Reports— (for  Countries  see  their 
names). 

Discharged  Soldiers 

see  Soldiers. 

Disfranchisement 

South  African  Rebels,  see  South  African 
War— Rebels. 

District  Councils 

Dorking — Local  Government  Board  sup- 
plying Dorking  Advertiser  with 
letter  addressed  to  Rural  District 
Council 
Q.  Mr.  Cubitt ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  16,  73. 

Tenants  of  Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland- 
Disqualification,  Test  Case 
Q.  Sir  W.   Foster;    A.  Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  26, 1337. 

District  Messengers  Company 
Non-renewal  of  Licence 

Q.    Colonel  Mil  ward ;  A.   Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  23,  873. 

Royalty  Paid  to  the  Post  Office 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1327. 

Docks 

Accommodation    for  Naval    Ships — New 
Works,  etc. 
08.    Viscount    Sidmouth,    Earl     of 
Hopetoun,  Earl   Spencer,  July  17, 
207. 

Dogs 

Importation  of  into  Great  Britain,  Regu- 
lations 
Q.     Mr.     Channing ;     A.    Mr.     A. 
Douglas,  July  27,  1512. 

Muzzling  Regulations  in  Cork 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  27,  1522. 

Dogs  Regulation  Bill 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16,  187. 

Domestic  Servants 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  July  16,  37,  39. 

Domvile,  Admiral 

Manoeuvres  of  1899— Report  on  Belleville 
Boiler  Ships 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;    A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17,  227. 

Donegal  Railway  Bill 

[         L  Commons  Amendte.*  July  16,  3. 


Vol.  86.] 


SESSION  1900. 
July  16— July  27. 


[Don— Dub 


Donelan,  Capt.  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  K] 

Cahirciveen  and  Valentia — Erection  of 
Perch  or  Buoy  proposed,  etc. ,  July  23,  886. 

Land  Purchase  under  Ashbourne  Act  and 
Land  Acts,  1892,  1896— Terms  of  Pur- 
chase, Sinking  Fund,  etc.,  July  24,  1061. 

National  Teachers— Arrears  of  Fee  Grant, 

July  27,  1523. 
Poor   Law    Schools— National  Teachers' 

Interests,  July  26,  1342. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  in  the  Navy, 

July  27,  1510. 
South  African  Blue-books— Publication  of 

Newspaper    Correspondence,    July   20, 

645,646. 

South  African  War— Cost  and  Finance  of 
the  War,  Contribution  by  Ireland  to- 
wards Gross  Cost,  July  23,  856, 857. 

Workhouses,  Dietary  Regulations,  July 
24,  1059. 

Doogan,  Mr.  P.  C.  [Tyrone,  E.] 

Coagh  Postal  Service— Defects,  etc.,  July 


Rossa  valley  Tenantry -Pajment  of  In- 
terest in  lieu  of  Rent  to.  Land  Commis- 
sion, July  26,  1336. 

Dorington,  Sir  J.  [Gloucester,  Tewkesbury] 
Militia  —  Furlough    Pay    of    Embodied 
Militiamen,  July  17,  225. 

Dorking 

Local  Government  Board  supplying  Dorking 
Advertiser  with  letter  addressed  to 
Rural  District  Council 
Q.  Mr.  Cubitt ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
16,  73. 

Douglas,   Et.   Hon.   A.  A.— First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  [Kent,  St.  Augustine's] 

Dogs  —  Importation  into  Great  Britain, 
Regulations,  July  27,  1512. 

Duke  of  York's  School  —  Condition  of 
Laundry,  etc.,  July  26,  1310. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations — 
Norfolk  County  Council  Resolution, 
July  16,  77. 

House  of  Commons 

Accommodation    for  Members,  July 

26,  1324. 
Committee    Rooms,  Outside   Blinds, 
Ventilation,  etc.,  July  26, 1325. 

Irish  Cattle,  landing  at  Port  of  London, 
July  16,  81. 

Kensington  Gardens,  Opening  and  Closing 
Regulations,  July  27,  1513. 

Palace  of  Westminster,  Works  Depart- 
ment—Employees'  Holiday  Grievance, 
July  16,  76. 

Piccadilly,  Widening— Obtaining  Strip  of 
Green  Park,  etc.,  July  24,  1059. 

Drage,  Mr.  G.  [Derby] 

Ashanti  Rising — Relief  of  Coomassie,  July 
t7,23Q. 
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Dromore  River  Floods 

Complaints  addressed  to    the    Board  of 
Works  and  Lough  Erne  Drainage 
Board 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,, 
July  26,  1331. 

Drnmconrath 

Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,. 
July  26,  1335. 

"  Dry  Bobs"  of  Military  Defence 

Os.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  27, 1461 ;  Eari. 
of  Rosebery,  1471. 

Dublin 

Botanical     Gardens — Expenditure    since 
1890 
Q.   Mr.   T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  19,  477. 

Land  Commission  and  the  Ulster  Custom. 
— Lindsay  v.  Corry 
Q.   Mr.  S.   Young;  A    Mr.   G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  17,  237. 
Metropolitan  Police— Batons  and  Hand- 
cuffs— Place  of  Manufacture,  Cost, 
etc, 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.. 
Balfour,  July  2$,  878- 
National  Gallery— Report,  July  25,  1162  ;. 

July  26,  1168. 
Phosnix  Park 

Grazing     Rente,     Annual    Receipt** 
From — Cattle  Nuisance,  etc 
Q.   Mr.   T.   M.   Healy;  A.   Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  19,  475. 
Ornamental     Trees    and     Shrubs — 
Planting  trees  similar  to  those, 
in  London  Parks 
Q.   Mr.   T.   M.  Healy;  A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  20,  669. 
Ornamental      Waters,     laying     out 
similar  to  Hyde  Park,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  T.  M.   Healy;    A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  20,  668 
Post  Office— Sorting  Staff  Grievances 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  xMr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1332. 
Rates,  Equalisation  of,  etc. — Legislation  i 
proposed,  Recommendation  of  Joint 
Committee  on  Dublin  Corporation 
Bill 
Q.   Mr.   T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  23,  886. 
Water    Gas,  Use   of — Recommendations 
of  Departmental  Committee,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  20,  654. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con,  and  3R.*  July  26,  1290. 
/.  1R.*  July  26,  1267. 
Report  from  Joint  Committee,  July  20, 
588,  637. 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 

e.  Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  17, 216.. 
Con*  July  J3,  84^. 
3K.*  July  26,  1*95. 
\         1.  Commote  Xmwwi\A.%  J  \vl\j  n  A^&. 
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Duckworth,  Mr.  J.  [Lancashire,  Middleton] 
Postage — Excess   Charge   on  unstamped 
Letters,  etc.,  July  23 \  871. 

Duke  of  York's  School 

Condition  of  Laundry,  etc. 

Q.    Dr.    Farquharson;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Douglas,  J\dy  26,  1309. 

Dukinfield  Postmastership 
Number  of  Applicants,  etc. 

Q.   Mr.   M'Ghee;  A,   Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  17,  233. 

Dungannon 

Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill,  see 
that  title. 

Dungloe  Petty  Sessions 

Truck    Act    Prosecution — Case    of    Mr. 
O'Donnell 
Q.    Mr.    T.    D.    Sullivan;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  23,  882. 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply 
Bill 
c.  Con.  and  3R.*  July  16,  40. 
I.  1R.*  July  16,3. 
2R.*  July  20,  586. 
•Committed,  July  23,  786. 
{Report  from  Committee  of   Selection, 

July  23,  788  ;  July  24,  987. 
•Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  26, 
1265. 

Standing  Orders,  July  19,  409. 

Hast  Ham  Corporation  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Committee  of   Selection, 
July  16,  3. 

Hast  India 
see  India. 

Hast  Indian  Railway 

Purchase  of,  by  Indian  Government— Rate 
of  Interest  in  settling  Annuities 
Q.  Mr.  Gordon  ;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton, 
July  23,  865. 

Hast  London  Water  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Committee    of  Selection, 
July  16,  3  ;  July  17,  191. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  20, 

585. 
3R.*  July  24,  986. 

Eastern  Bengal  and  Scinde  Railway 

Purchase  of,  by  Indian  Government- 
Rate  of  Interest  in  Settling  Annuities 
Q.  Mr.  Gordon  ;  A .  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  23,  865;  Q.  Mr.  A.  H.  A. 
Morton  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July 
26,  1314. 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  17,  215. 
3R.*  July  20,  636. 
/.  Commons  Amendta.*  July  gS,!*!. 
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Edinburgh    (Housing    of    the    Working 
Classes)  Improvement  Scheme  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill 
e.  2R.*  July  16,  54. 
Reported  without  Amend ts.,  and  3R.* 
July  20, 637. 
/.  1*.*  July  20,  587. 
2R.*  July  26,  1268. 
Cotn.*  and  Rep*  July  27,-1457. 

Standing  Orders,  July  19,  450 ;    July  23, 
785. 


Education 

Vice-President   of   the     Council  —  Rt. 
Hon.  Sir  J.  E.  Gorst. 

Attendance  at  School 

Bye-laws    Exempting  Children  Em- 
ployed in  Agriculture 
Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  23,  868. 

Registration  of — Duplicate  Registra- 
tion of  Science  and  Art  Scholars 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Cecil ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  24,  1057. 

Block  Grant  System— Differential  Treat- 
ment in  Rural  and  Urban  Schools 
Debate  (Lords),  July  24,  1024. 

Code  of  1900— Result,  etc 

Debate  (Lords),  July  24,  1024. 

Consultative  Committee,  Composition  and 
Functions  of —Non-representation  of 
Scientific,  Technical,  and  Commer- 
cial Industries,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Mather;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  23,  869. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools — Petition, 
July  27,  1497. 

Geological  Survey  Maps,  Limited  Sale  of, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorat,  July 
23,  869. 

Grants 

Differential  Treatment  in  Rural  and 
Urban  Schools 
Motion  (Lord  Heneage),  July  24, 
1024. 

Scotch  Questions,  see  that  sub- 
heading. 

Voluntary  Schools  Act  and  Elemen- 
tary   Education    Act,    1897— 
Total  Amount  of  Grants 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorat, 
July  20,  658. 

Holyhead    National    Schools,   see   Holy- 
head. 

Irish  Questions 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish 
Schools  in  Place  of  English,  see 
Irish  Language  , 

Intermediate  Education 

Annual         Report  —  Including 

Names  of  Superintendents 

of  Examinations,  suggested 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  MrTG.  W. 
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Irish  Questions — cont. 

Intermediate  Education— cont. 
Education  Board  Clerks 

Q.    Mr.   T.    M.    Healy;   A. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  27, 
1524. 
Intermediate  Education  Bill,  see  that 
title. 

Monitors,  Instruction  of  by  National 
Teachers— Gratuities,  Results 
of  Easter  Examination,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  19,  483 ; 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  664. 

National  Education— Annual  Report 
and  Appendices  Presented,  July  26, 
1297  ;  July  27,  1458. 

National  School  Teachers,  see  that 
title. 

New  Scheme  of  Primary  Education 
Opportunity  for  Discussion 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mr.  A. 
J.   Balfour,    July  20,  767, 
769. 
Teachers'  Association  Memorial 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  482. 

Vote  for  National  Education,  July  20, 
673. 

London  School  Board 

Application  for  Recognition  as  Higher 
Elementry  Schools,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  27,  1516. 

Audit  Case — Delay  in  Submitting  to 
Queen's  Bench 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Cecil ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  23,  870. 

Pauper  Children,  see  that  title. 

Science  and  Art  Directory,  see  that  title. 

Science  and  Art  Regulations— New  Regu- 
lations 
Qs.  Mr.  Harwood,  Mr.  J.  Pease ;  As. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  27,  1515. 

Scotch  Questions 

Education      Act,      1897  —  Imperial 
Grants 
Q.   Mr.  Caldwell ;   A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  20,  658. 
Fee    Grant— Annual    Payments    on 
basis  of  Equivalent  Grants,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell  ;  A.  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  17,  236. 

Universities  Fees— Return 

Q.  Mr.   T.   Shaw  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  20,  659. 

Special  Aid  Grant  —  Differential    Treat- 
ment in  Rural  and  Urban  Schools 
Debate  (Lords),  July  24,  1024. 

Teachers  Superannuation  Act,  Extending 
to  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  16,  71. 

{see  also  titles  of  Bills.) 
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Technical  Education 

Committees — Women  Members,  Re- 
turn Presented,  July  20,  639. 

Minutes  of  Board  of  Education  sanc- 
tioning Subjects  to  be  taught  under 
Clause  8  Presented,  July  16,  8,  56  ; 
July  20,  588,639. 

Wimbledon — Proposed  School  Board,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Price ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
24,  1055. 

Education  Bill 

/.  2R.,  July  23,  796. 

Education  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading,  July  23,  796. 
Assistaut  Secretaries,  800. 

Classical  Education,  German  Emperor 
on — "I  don't  want  Romans  and 
Greeks ;  I  want  Germans,"  816. 

Classics  v.  Modern  Literature,  815. 

Denominational  Training  Colleges, 
810,  832. 

Education  Board  Reports  of  1897  and 
.    1899,  808,  814. 

Education  Department— Reorganisa- 
tion, Powers,  Constitution  of  the 
Board,  etc,  799,  824,  829. 

Elementary,  distinguished  from 
Secondary  Education,  797,  803,  807, 
812,  819. 

Free  Education,  Disadvantages,  etc., 
797,  799,  827. 

Funds  for  Educational  Purposes.  797, 
802,  820,  827. 

Grammar  Schools,  Re-organising,  etc., 
806,  824. 

Higher  Elementary  Schools— Suita- 
bility of  Instruction  to  the  Circum- 
stances of  the  Scholars  and  the 
Neighbourhood,  813. 

Local  Authorities,  Powers  and  Duties, 
Constitution  of  Education 
Committees,  Schemes,  etc.,  797, 

803,  806,  809,  818,  820,  823,  828. 

Appeal  —  Decision  of  Disputes 
between  Local  Authorities  and 
the  Education  Board,  824,  830. 

Endowments,  819,  824,  828. 

Grants-in-aid,  Representation  on 
Committees  of  assisted  Schools, 

804,  818,  822,  834. 

Inquiries  into  the  Needs  of  every 
District  suggested,  817,  819, 
829. 

Merging  of  Technical  Instruction  into 
Secondary  Education,  797,  808,  815. 

Parliamentary  Control  over  Local 
Education  Committees*  Schemes, 
etc.,  799,  803,  809,  824,  830. 

Private  Schools,  Denominational 
Schools,  etc.— -Grants-in-aid,  805, 
821,  824,  831. 
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Education  Bill— cont. 

Debate  on  Second  Reading — cont. 

Prussian  State  System  of  Education, 

798,  799. 
Religious    Instruction    in    Schools — 
Boarding  and    Day    Schools,  Con- 
science Clause  —  Cowper  -  Temple 
Clause,  etc.,  805,  809,  825,  831. 

Royal  Commission  on  Secondary  Edu- 
cation Report,  818,  819,  828. 

Schools,  Establishing  by  Local 
Authorities,  811. 

Science  Schools  —  Necessity  for 
Schools  of  General  Education 
rather  than  Schools  of  Science,  813. 

Voluntary  Schools,  804. 

Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act, 
825. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill 

c.  Committed,  July  16,  41. 
Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  23,  846. 
Con.*  JulyS 4,  1038. 
Zr.*  July  25, 1161. 

I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  26,  1267. 

Standing  Orders,  July  18,  341. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill 
Debate   on  Motion   to  Commit    Bill    to 
Select  Committee,  July  16,  41. 

Accomodation  per  Child,  Standard  of, 
etc.,  42,  44,  47. 

Belvedere  Place  Board  School,  South- 
wark,  Alterations,  etc.,  49,  51,  52. 

Discrepancy  between  Figures  supplied 
by  Boara  of  Education  and  those 
supplied  by  School  Board,  43,  44. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  49, 
51. 

Inquiries — Parliamentary  and  Local 
Inquiries,  45, 46,  48,  51,  52. 

School  Board,  Powers  of,  etc.,  42,  44, 

47. 
Sites,  Selection,  etc.,  42,  45,  46,  49,  51, 

52. 

Voluntary  Schools,  Petitions,  etc.,  42, 
44. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16,  187. 

Petition*,  July  17,  216;  July  18,  342; 
July  20,  639 ;  July  27,  1497. 

Egerton,  Earl 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others)  Bill,  3R.,  July  26, 
1270. 

Eggs 

Russian  Eggs,  Importation  to  Ireland — 
Exportation  to  England   as    Irish 

Qs.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  P.  O'Bmn;  As. 
Mr,  Plunkett,  July  20, 670. 
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Electioneering  Speeches  in  the  Honse 
Attack  on  Mr.  Chamberlain  by  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  July  25,  1201. 

Electrical  Conductors 

Potato  Crop  Experiments 

Q.   Mr.   Austin;    A.    Mr.    Plunkett^ 
.       July  26,  1340. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders. 
(No.7)Bill 
c.  Reported   without  A  mend  t,    July  17, 
215. 
3*.*  July  18.  Ml. 

Electric     Lighting   Provisional     Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill 
1.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  169  5. 
3R.*  July  17,  191. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill 
/.  Report  from  Committee  of    Selection, 
July  16,  3 ;  July  17,  191. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  26, 
1265. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill 

I.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  16,  5. 

3r.*  July  17,  191. 

Com.*  July  27,  1457. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  20,  637. 

Elementary  Education  Act,  1897 

Imperial  Grant — Total  Amount  for  1899 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell;   A.   Sir  J.   Gorst, 
July  20,  658. 

Elementary  Education  Bill 

c.  Reported  without  Amend t.,  July  20, 672. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannua- 
tion (Isle  of  Man)  Bill 

c.  in.*  July  19,  487. 
2R.,  July  26,  1447. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannua- 
tion (Jersey)  Bill 

C.  1R.*  July  19,  487. 
2R.*  July  26,  1448. 

Elliot  Mr.  A.  B.  D.  [Durham] 

South  African  War — Treatment  of  Rebels* 
Settlement  after  the  War,  etc.,  July 25* 
1175. 

Emmott,  Mr.  A.  [Oldham] 

Indian  Budget — Famine,  Imperial  Grant, 
etc.,  July  26,  1424. 

Employers'  Liability 

Proceedings  under  Act — Statistics  Pre- 
sented, July  26,  1269, 1297. 


Vol.  86.] 


'Engineer  Corps 

Volunteer   Corps    for    South-East    Lan- 
cashire 
Q.  Sir  J.  W.  Maclure  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  20,  649  ;  July  26,  1305. 

English  Church  Union 
Ritualism  in  the  Church 

Os.  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  July  16,  16  ; 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  27. 

Enlistment 
see  Army. 

Enniskillen  Workhouse 

Weir,  Private,  see  that  title. 

.Enteric  Fever 

see  South  African  War. 

Equalisation  of  Bates  Act 

Accounts  under  Section  I.,  etc. — Return 
Ordered,  July  26,  1298. 

Equalisation  of  Bates,  Dublin 

Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;    A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  23,  886. 

Erne,  Earl  of 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)   Bill,   Rep., 
July  26,  1281. 

Erzeroum 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17,  192. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Kerry,  W.] 

Civil  Service  Abstractors — Terms  of  Ser- 
vice, July  27,  1519. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  716. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Ire- 
land, July  20,  779. 

Eton 

Army  Commissions,  Number  allotted  to 
Eton—Direct  Commissions,  etc. 
Q.  Major  Rasch;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1048. 

"Europa,"  H.M.S. 

Manoeuvres  of  1899— Defects,  Speed,  etc. 
— Admiral  Domvile's  Report  and 
the  Statement  in  the  Memo- 
randum 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowlee  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17,  227. 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  [Southampton] 

Kent  Artillery  Volunteers— Easter  Camp 
Allowances,  July  20,  648. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools 
Petition,  July  27,  1497. 

Evictions,  Ireland 

Notices — Return  Presented,  July  19,  414, 
453. 
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Com.*  July  24,  1010. 
Exeter  Corporation  Bill 


/.  Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  20,  586 
3R.*  July  27,  1450. 

Exmouth  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  20,  585. 

Expenditure  in  India 

see  India— Finance. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 
c.  Intro,  and  lR.*  July  23,  889. 

Exportation  of  Arms 

see  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

Exportation  of  Coal 
see  Coal. 

Faber,  Mr.  G.  D.  [York] 

Ammunition — Small  Arms  Ammunition 
Supplies,  July  24,  1046. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill 
Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16,  187. 

Factory  and  Workshop   (1878)    Amend- 
ment (No.  2)  Bill 
Bill  Withdrawn,  July  18,  344. 

Falkirk  and  District  Water  Bill 
c.3n.*Julyl6,  53. 

/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  17, 190  ;  July 
1.9,411. 

Famine 

see  India. 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  G.  [Paddington,  S.] 

Fire  Brigades  Committee  Report — Publica- 
tion of  in  The  Times  previous  to  Laying 
on  the  Table,  July  20,  654. 

Sheringham — Delay  in  delivery  of  Letters 
July  23,  870,  871. 

Surveyors,  Ireland— Non-appointment  of 
Mr.  Carden,  Successful  Candidate  for 
Assistant  Surveyorship  of  Buildings, 
July  19,  475. 


Farnworth  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
I.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24,  985. 

Farquhar,  Lord 

Ccunty  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  BUI,  2r.,  July  17,  193. 

Farquharson,  Dr.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3r.,  July  19, 
537. 
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Farquharson,  Dr.  —cont. 

Army  Medical  Department 

Civil  Surgeons,  supposed  Pledge  of 
Secrecy,  July  20,  643;  July  26, 
1301. 

Male  Nurses,  Medical  Officers,  etc., 
July  27,  1581. 

Duke  of  York's  School — Condition  of 
Laundry,  etc.,  July  26,  1309. 

Fee  Grant 

see  Scotland. 

Feeble-minded  Paupers 
see  Paupers. 

Fergusson,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  J.    [Manchester, 

N.K] 

Army  Medical  Department — Lessons  of 
the  South  African  War,  etc.,  July  27, 
1579. 

South  African  War 

Imperial  Yeomanry  Encampment  near 

Beira,  July  27,  1504. 
Inquiry  into  Blunders,  etc.,  July  27, 

1578. 

Fermanagh 

Rossa  valley  Tenantry  -Payment  of  Pur- 
chase Money  to  Land  Commission 
Q.   Mr.   Doogan;     A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1336. 

Feversham,  Earl  of 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 
1493. 

Field,  Admiral  [Sussex,  Eastbourne] 
Navy 

Cordite  Explosion  on  the  "  Revenge," 
Armour-piercing  Projectiles,  etc., 
July  17,  338  ;  July  26,  1310. 

First  Sea  Lord's  Official  Residence, 
July  17,  339  ;  July  26,  1310. 

Shipbuilding  Programme— Arrears  in 
Shipbuilding,  Foreign  Contracts 
Executed  in  England,  etc.,  July  17, 
262. 

Water-tube  Boilers,  July  17,  291. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Eggs — Russian  Eggs  Imported  to  Ireland 
— Exportation  to  England  as  Irish  Eggs, 
July  20,  670. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  520. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  738. 

Monitors'  Easter  Examinations— Delay  in 
Publishing  Results,  July  20,  664. 

Tuberculosis — Case  of,  on  West  Cheshire 
Farm,  July  24, 1054. 

Warble  Fly  Causing  Injuries  to  Cattle— 
Precautions  against,  July  20,  670. 

Finance  of  India 
sec  India. 
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Financial  Relations,  England  and  India 

see  India— Finance,  Expenditure  Com- 
mission, etc. 

Financial  Relations,  England  and  Ireland 

South  African  War  Expenditure — Amount 

Contributed  by  Ireland 

Q.    Capt.    Donelan ;   A.  Mr.    A.  J. 

Balfour,  July  23, 856  ;  0.  Mr.  T.  M. 

Healy,  July  27, 1637. 

Finigan,  Irish  Convict 

Remission  of  Sentence,  proposed 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill ;  A*.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  20, 664. 

Finlay,  Sir  R.  B. — Attorney-Grencral  [Inver- 
ness Burghs] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3R.,  July  1% 
575. 

Bail  Regulations— Detention  of  Persons, 
awaiting  Trial,  July  2$,  876; 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  £&  1074, 1092; 
1097,  1102,  1104,  1105,  1117,  1118, 1119r 
1120,  1133, 1148. 

County  Courts  (Investment  of  Deposits> 
Bill,  Con.,  July  19,  583. 

Food  Preservatives  Departmental  Com- 
mittee— Adjournment  of  Legal  Proceed- 
ings until  the  Report  is  Presented,  July 
27,  1517. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 
2R.,  July  23,976. 

Land  Revenue  Records — Rules  Regulating 
Inspection  by  the  Public,  July  26,  1324. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill,  Com.,  July  26,  1447. 

Firbank,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Hull,  E.] 

Coal  Supply—Reserve    for    Naval    Pur- 
Exportation  of  Coal  to  Foreign 
untries,  July  26,  1313. 

Fire  Brigades  Committee 

Report  —  Publication   of  in   The   Timet, 
previous  to  laying  on  the  Table 
Q.  Sir  G.  Fardefi ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Coiling* 
July  20,  654. 
Report  Presented,  July  16,  92. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works 
Rt.  Hon.  A.  A.  Douglas. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

First  Sea  Lords  Residence 
see  Admiralty — Residence. 

Fish  Culture 

Marine  Biological  Association,  see  that 
title. 

Fisheries 

Great    Yarmouth    Fisherman    and   the 
,  Militia 

\  Q.  ^\t  i.^VwfcV,  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,. 
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Fisheries— cont. 
Ireland 

Arklow  Drift-net    Fishing  —  Fisher- 
men's Petition  for  Removal  of 
Restrictions 
Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor;   A.    Mr. 
Plunkett,  July  23,  885. 
Inspector's  Report    Shannon   Water 
and  Electric  Power  Bill 
Q.    Earl  of  Mayo;   A.    Earl   of 
Denbigh,  July  23,  841. 

Trawlers,  Protection  against — Naval 
Gun  Boats,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  23,  885. 

West    Clare   Fishing  Industry,   De- 
velopment of — Proposed  Grant 
Q.     Major    Jameson;    A.     Mr. 
Plunkett,  July  24,  1063. 

St.  Petersburg  Herring  Trade — Facilities 
for  discharge  and  storage 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
16,  71. 

Fishery  Harbours 

see  Piers  and  Harbours 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways 

Construction  of  line  between  Cork  and 
Fermoy— Cairying  out  Company's 
Undertaking,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1338. 

Flannery,  Sir  F.  [Yorkshire,  Shipley] 
Navy 

Admiralty  Staff,  Increase  in,  July  17, 

270. 
Expenditure  on  Shipbuilding,  Supply 
of   Armour,    Machinery  —  Messrs. 
Armstrong,  Whitworth   and  Co.'s 
Offer,  etc.,  July  17,  263. 

Water-tube  Boilers,  July  17,  248,  266. 

Manoeuvres  of  1899— "Argonaut," 
H. M.S.,  Repairs,  etc.,  July  17, 

228. 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Appointment  of  C»»l.  N.  Chamberlain 
as  Inspector  General,  July  16,  85  ; 
July  17,  238,  239. 

Sands',  J.,  Farm  near  Listowel,  Pro- 
tection of,  etc.,  July  19,  478,  479. 

Sneem — Extra  Police  Force,  Protection 
of  Mr.  Warden's  House,  etc,  July 
19,  481,  482. 

Cork  Assizes — Case  of  Edmond  Carmody, 
July  16,  85. 

Greeveguilla— Daily -Deli  very  of  Letters 
proposed,  July  16,  80. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish  Schools  in 
Place  of  English,  July  20,  763. 

Listowel  -  Ballybunion  Railway— Cost, 
July  16,  80. 

Listowel  to  Tarbert  Railway— Receiving 
Deputation  with  a  view  to  giving  grant, 
July  19,  478. 
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Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  —cont. 
Sneem 

National  Teacher's   Residence    Site, 
July  20,  662. 

Pier,  Erection  of  Goods  Store,  Mr. 
Warden's  Objections,  July  B0, 669. 

Surveyors—County  and  Assistant  County 
Surveyors  devoting  whole  time  to  their 
Duties— Pensions,  etc.,  July  19,  483. 

Under-age  Recruits — Case  of  Private 
Walsh,  July  19,  458. 

Fletcher,  Sir  H.  [Sussex,  Lewes] 

Hove  Recreation  Ground — Raising  Loan, 
July  27,  1514. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  368,  383. 

Florins 

Coinage  of  Double  Florins,  Discontinu- 
ance of 
Q.  Mr.  W.  F.   D.   Smith ;  A.  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach,  July  19,  469. 

Rower,  Mr.  E.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill — Select  Com., 
July  16,  44,  51. 

Feeble-minded  Paupers,  Number  and  Con- 
dition of — Inquiry  proposed,  July  24, 
1053. 
Pauper  Children 

Receiving  Home,  Establishment  of  at 
Lambeth — Local  Government  Board 
suggestion,  July  24,  1053. 
Wandsworth  Board  of  Guardians — 
Offer  of  free  Pardon  to  Parents 
reclaiming  deserted  Children,  July 
24,  1054. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Cork,  N.] 

Camden  Fort  Guri  Fatality,  July  20,  647  ; 
July  26,  1304  ;  July  27,  1507. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Appointment  of  Col.  N.  Chamberlain 
as  Inspector  General,  July  17,  239. 

Sneem  Extra   Police   Force— Protec- 
tion of  Mr.  Wai-den's  House,  etc., 
July  19, 482. 
Cork  Assizes— Trial  of  Cadogao,  Selection 
of  Jurymen,  July  23,  884. 

Education,  Ireland — Intermediate  Educa- 
tion Annual  Report,  July  20,  664. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
Com.,  July  26,  1441. 

Irish  Education  Bill,  2r.,  July  19,  529. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland— New 
Rules,  Memorandum  from  Teachers' 
Association,  etc.,  July  19,  482 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3r., 
July  16,  122, 178;  Re-com.,  July  16, 135, 
137,  139,  140,  145. 

Food  Preservatives 

Departmental  Committee 

Postponement  of  Legal  Proceedings 
until  the  Report  is  Presented 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Sir  R.  Fin- 
iay,,Ttttyn\i5UK 
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Pood  Preservatives— cant. 

Departmental  Committee — cont. 
Report,  Date  of  Issue 

Qs.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  As.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
26,  1316. 

Poot  and  Mouth  Disease 

Norfolk — Resolution  of  County  Council 
Q.  Mr.  Soames ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
July  16,  76. 

Poreign  Office 

Secretary  of  State— Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
Under   Secretary  —  Rt.    Hon.    St.    John 
Brodrick. 

41  Foreign  Origin  " 

Imported  Decorated  Tin  Boxes  and  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  27,  1518. 

Foreshores,  Ireland 

Removal  of  Gravel  from  Greystones 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;   A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  16,  79. 

Poster,  Mr.  H.  S.  [Suffolk,  Lowestoft] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1071,  1073, 
1104,  1106,  1107,  1126,  1127,  1130,  1132, 
1153,  1159. 

South  African  War — Gifts  for  the  Troops, 
Failure  in  Delivering,  July  26,  1302. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  [Derby,  Ilkeston] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1066. 

Irish  Tenancy  Contracts — Disqualification 
of  Members  of  District  Councils,  etc., 
July  26,  1337. 

South  African  War 

Enteric  Fever  at  Ladysmith,  July  16, 
65. 

Hospital,  Sanitary  and  Medical  Ar- 
rangements, July  27,  1564. 

Inquiry 

Additional  Member,  July  16, 

62. 
Inquiry    into    Sanitary    Ar- 
rangements, July  27,  1499. 

Fowler,  Sir  H.  H.  [Wolverhampton,  E.] 
China — Anti-Foreign  Rising,  etc. — Tient- 
sin, Reported  Attacks  by  Allied  Forces, 
July  17,  218. 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  Re- 
stricting operations  to  Manuscripts  be- 
longing to  Private  Persons,  etc.,  July 
17,  234. 

Indian  Budget,  July  26, 1367— (for  details, 
see  their  titles  under  India). 

Volunteers  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  385. 

Prance 

Coil,  Increase  in  Exports  from  England 
Q.    Mr.    Harwood ;   A.  Mi.    Al.    3. 
Balfour,  July  26, 1313. 
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Trance— cont. 

Madagascar — French  Import  Duties,  In- 
crease of  —  Infraction  of  British 
Trade  Rights,  Reply  to  Representa- 
tions, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  19,  463. 
Submarine  Boats,  Trials  of 

Q.  Mr.  Harwood;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26, 1310. 

Franchise 

County  and  Borough  Franchise,  etc.,  Bill, 
see  that  title. 

Frankfort  De  Montmorency,  Viscount 
Australia  Reserve  Forces,  Proposed  Enrol- 
ment of  Colonial  Naval  Reserve,  etc., 
July  19,  439. 

Frankfort-on-Main 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  24,  988. 

Fraser  Settled  Chattels  BUI 

/.  3R.*  July  16,2. 
c.  in.*  July  16,  55. 

2R.*  July  25,  1161. 
Standing  Orders,  July  20,  636. 

Freeholders 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimi- 
lation (London)  Bill,  July  17,  194,  195. 

French,  Sergeant  G. 

Death  of,  at  Bloemfontein — Delay  in  noti- 
fying to  Relations 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  66. 

French's,  Gen,,  Proposals 
Colonial  Naval  Reserve 

Os.  Viscount  Frankfort,  July  19,  439  ; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  443,  444, 
445. 

Furlough  and  Pay 
see  Militia. 

Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 

Business  of  the  House— Companies  Bill, 
etc.,  July  16,  107. 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power  Sup- 
ply Bill,  Con.,  July  16,  40. 

Patriotic  Commissioners— Transvaal  War 
Fund,  Government  Proposals,  etc.,  Julv 
16,101. 

Gas 

Water  Gas,  Use  of— Recommendations  of 
Departmental  Committee,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  J.   W.  Wilson,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  20, 
653. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke,  Commercial  Gas 
and  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Com- 
panies Bill 
/.  Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  26,  1266. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 

c.  Zn.*  July  16,54. 

I.  Cwtomka  ^xnaudta.*  July  17, 190 ;  July 

20,  ^&n. 
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Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
c.  2R.,  July  17,  211. 

Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
Debate  on  Second  Reading,  July  17,  211. 
Board  of  Trade  Inquiry,  214. 
Capital,  Dividends,  etc.,  212. 

Local  Authority,  Powers  of — Breaking 
up  Streets,  etc,  213,  214. 

Price  of  Gas,  212,  213. 

Purchase  of  Gas  Company's  Under- 
takings by  Town  Commissioners, 
Price,  etc.,  212. 

Gas  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  16,  64. 

Gedge,  Mr.  S.  [Walsall] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1073,  1074, 
1083,  1108,  1113,  1129,  1130,  1151,  1154, 
1155,  1159. 

General  Election 

Electioneering  Speeches  in  the  House 
Lloyd-George's,  Mr.,  Attack  on  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  July  25,  1201. 

Geological  Survey 

Maps,  Limited  Sale  of— Coloured  Six-inch 
Maps,  Publishing   at  lower  price, 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
23,  869. 

German  Emperor 

"  Mailed  Fist "  Speech 

O.  Mr.  J.  Burns,  July  23,  947. 

Germany 

Commercial  Treaty  with  Great  Britain — 
Exclusion  of    Canada  from  Most- 
favoured  Nation  Treatment 
Q.  Gen.  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  26,  1343. 

Gibraltar 

Dock  Accommodation  for  Naval  Ships — 
New  Works 
Os.  Viscount  Sidmouth,  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  Earl  Spencer,  July  17,  207. 

Garrison — Officers'  Houses 

Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  27,  1506. 

Giles,  Mr.  C  T.  [Cambridge,  Wisbech] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3r.,  July  19, 
548. 

Gillingham,  Mr. 

Pretoria  Magazine,  Attempt  to  blow  up — 
Sentence  of  Death 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  As   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  17,  224 ;  July  2J^  1043. 

Glasgow  Building  Regulations  Bill 
c.  Con*  and  3r.*  July  24,  1038. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.  *  July  26, 1267. 
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Glasgow  District  Tramways  Bill 
c.  Reported,  July  20,  637. 
Re-committed,  July  26,  1296. 

Minutes  of  Evidence  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills, 
July  18,  342. 

Glass  Industry 

Belgium — Report  Presented,  July  17,  192. 

Glebe  Loans  Acts 

Profit  accruing  to  the  Treasury — Relaxa- 
tion of  Terms  of  Loans  to  Borrowers, 


proposed 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  A. 
four,  July  16,  84. 


Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 


Glenarm  and  Lame 

Coast  Road,  Use  of  Traction  Engines  on — 
Cost  of  Maintenance 
Q.  Mr.   Macaleese;  A.  Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  476. 


Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Bill 


District  Council  Gas 


c.  Con.*  July  16,  53. 

SR.*  July  19,  450. 
I.  Commons    Amendts.* 

July  27,  1449. 


July   20,    586; 


Goddard,  Mr.  D.  F.  [Ipswich] 

Harwich  Post  Office  Staff— -Transferring 
Female  Telegraphists  to  Enfield,  etc., 
July  20,  657. 

Rifle  Clubs,  Formation  of — Government 
Allowances,  July  20,  648. 

Gold  Standard 

India,  Result 

0.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  26, 1361. 

Effect  of  on  Trade 
0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  1367. 

Goldsworthy,  Gen.  W.  T.  [Hammersmithl 
Volunteers  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  376. 

Gordon,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Elgin  and  Nairn] 

Indian  Railways,  Purchase  of,  by  Indian 
Government 
Contracts  —  Policy   in   determining 
future  Contracts,  July  23,  867. 

Rate  of  Interest  in  Settling  Annui- 
ties, etc.,  July  23,  865,  866. 

Gorst  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.—  Vice-President 
of  Council  for  Education  [Cambridge 
University] 

Attendance  at  School 

Bye-laws  Exempting  Children  Em- 
ployed in  Agriculture,  July  23,  868. 

Registration  of,  Duplicate  Registra- 
tion— Science  and  Art  Instruction  in 
London  Board  Schools,  July  24, 1057. 

Consultative  Committee,  Composition  and 
Functions  of,  July  23,  869. 

Educational  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill,  Select  Com., 
July  16,  46,  48,  52. 
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Gorst,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.— con*. 

Geological  Survey  Maps,  Limited  Sale  of, 
etc.,  July  23,  870. 

Grants  —  Voluntary  Schools  Act  and 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1897— Total 
Amount  for  1899,  July  20,  658. 

Holyhead  National  School  Teachers — 
Compelling  Nonconformist  Teachers  to 
attend  Church  of  England  Services — 
Pupil  Teachers'  Salaries,  etc.,  July  24, 
1056,  1057. 

London  School  Board 

Application  for  Recognition  as  Higher 
Elementary  Schools,  etc.,  July  27, 
1517. 
Audit  Case — Delay  in  Submitting  to 
Queen's  Bench,  July  23,  870. 

Pauper  Children — Boarding  out,  Regula- 
tion against  boarding  out  defective  and 
epileptic  children  in  same  home  with 
Pauper  Children,  July  17,  236. 

Science  and  Art  Directory — New  Regu- 
lations, July  27,  1515,  1516. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum— Examina- 
tion for  Assistantships,  July  17,  236. 

Wimbledon — Proposed  School  Board,  July 
24, 1055. 

Goschen,  Et.  Hon.  G.  J.— First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  [St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square] 

Boilers  —Water-tube  Boilers 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  Constitution 
of,  July   26,    1311  ;    July   27, 
1510. 
Statement,  July  17,  247— Replies 
to  Criticism,  281,  282,  289,  319, 
332. 
Manoeuvres    of    1899— Behaviour    of 
Belleville    Boiler    Ships,    Admiral 
Doinvile's   Report,    etc.,   July   17, 
228. 
Channel  Fleet — Visit  to  Invergordon  pro- 
posed, July  28,  862. 

Chaplains — Roman  Catholic  Chaplains, 
July  27,  1510. 

China 

Anti-Foreign  Rising — British  Marine 
Guard  at  Peking— Names  of  Officers 
and  Men,  July  23,  853. 

Gun  Boats  for  Protection  of  British 
Traders  on  Inland  Waterways,  July 
17,  335. 
Cordite— Explosion  on  H.M.S.  "Revenge." 
July  26, 1310. 

Courts-martial— Application  of  Criminal 
Evidence  Act,  July  24,  1049. 

Estimates— Statement,  July  17,  241— (for 
details,  see  Navy). 

First  Sea  Lord— Official  Residence,  July 
26,  1311. 

French  Submarine  Boats,  Trials  of,  July 

26,  1310. 
Guns— Reserve  of  Guns,    etc.,  July   17, 


Goschen,  Bt.  Hon.  O.  J.—eont. 

Marine  Officers— Hot  Weather  Uniforms 
on  Board  Ship  and  Ashore,  July  23,  864. 

Mediterranean  and  Channel  Fleet,  Nature 
and  Extent  of  Cruises,  etc.  — Admiral's 
Reports,  July  24, 1049. 

Mersey,  Placing  Port  Guardship  in  pro- 
posed— Recruiting  at  Liverpool,  etc, 
July  24,  1050. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  966,  967, 
969 ;  Com.,  July  26,  1445. 

Non-inflammable  Wood,  Use  of,  in  the 

construction  of  ships,  July  16, 68 ;  July 

17,  247. 
Senior  Naval  Lord— Official  Residence  in 

the  Vicinity  of  the  Admiralty,  July  20, 

650 ;  July  26, 1311. 

Shah  of  Persia's  Visit — Suggested  Naval 
Review,  July  26,  1312. 

Shipbuilding — Delay  in  delivery  of  Ships, 
Armstrong,  Whitworth  and  Co.'s  Offer, 
etc.,  July  17,  263,  264. 

South  African  War— Transport  Officers, 
Rewards  and  Distinctions,  July  23, 857. 

Torpedo  Boats  at  the  Naval  Manoeuvres- 
Statistics,  July  27,  1511. 

Training  of  Officers,  Amount  of  Sea 
Service,  etc,  July  17,  340;  July  24, 1049. 

Training  Squadron 

Officers   in    Charge    of    Dismantled 

Sailing  Ships,  etc.,  July  23,  862. 
Re-commissioning   Masted   Training 

Squadron,  etc,  July  26,  1312. 

"Victoria  and  Albert"  Yacht — Removal 
of  Silicate  Cotton,  etc.,  Jtdy  27, 1509. 

Gothenburg 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  27, 1458. 

Gonlding,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Wilts,  Devises] 

Devizes  Prison— Warder  Hargrove's  Pen- 
sion, July  16,  74. 

Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships,  July 
27,299. 

Gourley  Sir  E.  [Sunderland] 

Navy— Torpedo  Boats  at  the  Naval 
Manoeuvres,  July  27,  1510. 

Shah  of  Persia's  visit — Suggested  Naval 
Review,  July  26,  1311. 

"  Victoria  and  Albert "  Yacht — Removal 
of  Silicate  Cotton,  etc.,  July  27,  1509. 

Government  Contracts 

Army  Contracts,  see  Army. 

Granby,  Marquess  of 

Army — Reserve  Stores,  etc.,  July  17,  205. 
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Jersey — Foreign  Men-of-war  manoeuvring 
in  and  out  of  Harbours,  July  23, 88S.      \ 


Gravel 

Greystones    Gravel, 
Foreshore,  etc. 
Q,   Mr.   J.   O'Connor 


Removal    of    from 
A.  Mr.  Han- 
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[Ora— Ore 


Gray,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Great  Eastern  Railway— Labour  Dispute, 
Arbitration,  etc,  July  26, 1322. 

Gracing  Bents 

Phoenix  Park— Annual  Receipts,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  19,  475. 

Greaghlone 

Letter-box — Neglectio 
Q.  Mr.  Daly  ;  A. 
£0,668. 


:  to  clear 

Ir.  Hanbury,  July 


Great  Eastern  Railway 

Labour  Dispute — Arbitration,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Trevelyan,  Mr.  E.  Gray  ;  As. 
Mr.  Ritchie,  July  26,  1322. 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  17,  215. 

ZR.*  July  £0,636. 
L  Commons    Amendts.*  July   23,    787 ; 
July  24,  085. 

Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Com- 
pany Bill 

I.  2R.*  July  17,  189. 

Committed,  July  19,  410. 

Reported    without  Amendt.,  July  20, 

3R.*  July  24,  986. 
Standing  Orders,  July  16,  1. 

Great  North  of  Ireland  Railway 

Sutton-Howth  Tramway,  see  that  title. 

Great  Northern  Railway 

Pares  between  Hornsey  and  King's  Cross 
Q.  Mr.   Stephens;    A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 
July  26,  1321. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  16,  4. 
ZR.*/ulyl9,  410. 
c  Lords  Amendts.*  July  24,  1037. 

Great  Northern  Railway  (Ireland)  Bill 
I.  Repent  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  17,  192. 
Report  from  Select  Committee  and  Bill 
Committed,  July  19,411. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill 

I.  Commens  Amendts.*  July  16,  3. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
ford  and  Central,  Ireland,  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 
I.  Report  frem  Joint  Committee,  July  20, 
587. 
3R.  July  27, 1454. 
*.  IR.*  July  27.  4497. 
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Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
ford,  Limerick  and  Western  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 
/.  Reports  from  Joint  Committee,  July  19, 
451  ;  July  20,  587. 
3R.,  July  27,  1450. 
e  IR.*  July  27,  1497. 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  17. 
189. 
3R.*  July  23,  786. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.,  July  27,  1495. 

Great  Yarmouth 

Fishermen  and    the    Militia  —  Granting 
Furlough  during  Fishery  Season 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  27,  1507. 

Greece 

Finances— Report  Presented,  July  20,  588. 

Green  Park 

Piccadilly,     Widening  —Obtaining    Strip 
of  Park,  Proposal  to  London  County 
Council 
Qs.  Mr.  Coghill,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  Douglas,  July  24,  1059. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

Naval  Courts-martial  —  Application  of 
Criminal  Evidence  Act,  July  24, 1049. 

South  African  War — Boers  in  British 
Hospitals,  Number,  Treatment,  etc, 
July  19,  456. 

Greenwich  Hospital 

Income  and  Expenditure  Statement 

Resolution    (Mr.     A.    Chamberlain), 
July  19,  584. 


Greenwich  Observatory 
x>rt  of  Astrono 
uly  19,  414,  453. 


Report  of  Astronomer  Royal  Presented* 
Jul\ "~ 


Greeveguilla 

Daily  Delivery  of  Letters  proposed 

Q.  Mr.    Flavin ;    A.    Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  80. 

Greville,  Lord 

Irish  Railway  Amalgamation  Bills,  3R., 
July  27,  1450,  1453,  1454. 

Grey,  Earl 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 
1479. 

Grey,  Sir  E.  [Northumberland,  Berwick] 

South  African  War 

"Merits"  of  the  War,  not  "Policy," 

July  25,  1252. 
Rebels,  Punishment  of,  Disfranchise- 
ment, etc.,  July  25,  1252. 

Settlement  after  the  War,  July  25, 
1253. 
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INDEX. 
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Greystones 

Gravel — Removal  of  from  Foreshore,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  79. 

Griffith,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Anglesey] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3b.,  July  19, 
557. 

Holyhead  National  School  Teachers — 
Compelling  Nonconformist  Teachers  to 
attend  Church  of  England  Services — 
Pupil  Teachers'  Salaries,  etc.,  July  24, 
1055,  1056,  1057. 

Guatemala 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  27,  1458. 

Gull,  Sir  G.  [Devon,  Barnstaple] 

Devon,  North — Night  Mail  Service  Delays, 
Improvement  of  Train  Service,  etc.,  July 
20,  657. 

Railway  Passengers'    Luggage — Amount 
of  Free  Luggage,  etc.,  July  26, 1321. 

Increased  Scale  allowed  by  Midland 
Company,  etc.,  July  16,  74. 

Gully,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  0. 

see  Speaker. 

Gun  Fatality  at  Camden  Fort 
see  Camden  Fort. 

Guns 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  Exportation  of, 
etc.,  see  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

Arms 

Field  Artillery 

Os.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27, 1573 ; 
Mr.  Warner,  1585. 

Movable  Guns  of  Position — Obsolete 
Guns  in  South  Africa,  etc. 
0.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  17,  204 

Reserve  of  i Stores 

Wyndham's,     Mr.,      Statement, 
July  27,  1536. 

Navy 

Armaments  for  Armoured  Cruisers 
0.  Capt.  Phillpotts,  July  17,  311. 

Erosion  of   Guns  by  Cordite — Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry 
Qs.   Sir  C.   Dilke,  Mr.  Paulton; 
As.   Mr.   Wyndham,  July  17, 
226. 

Reserve  of  Guns,  etc. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke;   Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17,  337,  338. 

Gurdon,  Sir  B.  [Norfolk,  N.] 

British  Central  African  Protectorate— 
Chiromo  and  Lake  Nyassa  Railway, 
Construction  of,  etc.,  July  20,651. 

British  Central  Africa  Rifles— Misconduct 
of,  at  Mauritius,  Laying  Papers  on  the 
Table,  July  20,  651. 
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Gwalior,  Maharajah  of 

see  India — Maharajah  of  Gwalior. 

Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water 
Bill 

c.  3R.*  July  18,  341. 

/.Commons    Amend ts.*    July   19,    411; 
July  20,  585. 

Hague  Oonference 

Ratification  of  Convention 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  20,  670. 

Haldane,  Mr.  R.  B.  [Haddington] 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2r.,  July  22,  971. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1078,  1098. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 
2R.,  July  23,  975. 

Halifax,  Viscount 


Ritualism  in  the  Church — Disobedience 
of  Clergy,  etc. ,  July  16,  28. 

Halifax  Corporation  Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

Halsbury,  Earl  of— Lord  Chancellor 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others)  Bill,  3R.,  July  20* 
619,  620  ;  July  26,  1269,  1270. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill, 
2R.,  July  23,  842. 

Reading  Clerkship  Vacancy — Appoint- 
ment oi  Legal  Assistant,  etc. ,  July  24, 
1021. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Rep., 
July  26,  1278. 

Hamilton,  Et.  Hon.  Lord  G.— Secretary  of 
State  for  India  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Army 

Artillery  —  Reduction   of    Guns    in: 

Heavy  Field  Batteries,    July   24, 

1053. 
British  Officers  in  Native  Regiments, 

July  26,  1314. 

Commander-in-Chief— Filling  Vacant 
Appointment,  July  19,  469. 

Troops   Withdrawn   from  Establish- 
ment for  Service  outside  India 
British    Troops,    Number    with- 
drawn, etc.,  July  20,  643. 

Cost — Imperial  Exchequer  defray- 
ing, July  19,  455. 

Total  Number,  etc.,  July  17,  219. 

Budget  Statement,  July  26,  1345— (for 
details,  see  India). 

China— Anti-  Foreign  Rising,  etc. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements 
for,  July  26,  1299. 

Hospital  Ship  —  Maharajah  of  Gwa- 
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Hamilton,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Q.—cont. 
Cholera  Outbreak 

Additional  Medical  Officers,  etc.,  July 
19%  468. 

Medical  Staff  in  Famine  Camps,  etc., 
July  20,  052. 

Number  of  Deaths,  July  20,  652. 

Education— Technical  and  Art  Schools 
and  Classes — Number,  Expenditure,  etc, 
July  17,  230. 

Famine 

Advances  to  Ryots,  July  16,  71. 

Cattle,  Mortality  among  —  Funds 
available  for  Supply  of  Fodder, 
Seed,  Grain,  etc.,  July  19,  467 ; 
July  23 ;  864. 

Land  Revenue  Remissions  in  Bombay 
and  North-West  Provinces,  July  19, 
466. 

Loans  to  Native  States,  July  19,  465 ; 
July  23,  865. 

Rainfall— Total  in  affected  Districts, 
etc.,  July  19,  467. 

Relief  Administration — State  Aid  and 
Private  Benevolence,  July  £4,  1051. 

Statistics — Number  of  Persons  Re- 
lieved, etc.,  July  23,  864. 

Penal  Legislation — Withdrawing  recent 
Legislation,  proposed,  July  19,  468. 

Railways,  Purchase  of,  by  Indian  Govern- 
ment 
Contracts  —  Policy    in    Determining 
future  Contracts,  July  23,  867. 

Rate  of  Interest  in  settling  Annuities, 
etc.,  July  23,  865,  866 ;  July  26, 
1314. 

Rangoon  Outrage— Removal  of  Col.  Rol- 
land  from  Command,  July  24, 1052. 

Taxation  —  Amount  yielded  by  New 
Taxation  since  1886,  Return,  July  19, 
469. 

Trade  Statistics,  July  26,  1315. 

Hamilton,     Motherwell,     and    Wishaw 
Tramways  Bill 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  16,  53. 
/.  Com  mors  Amendts.*  July  17,  190 ;  July 
19,  411. 

Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company  Bill 

c.  Reported  without  Amendt„  July  17, 
216. 
3R.#  July  20,  636. 

Hanbury,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  W.— Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  [Preston] 

Brehen  Laws,  Publication  of,  July  26, 
1337. 

Cable  Communication,  Imperial  Tele- 
graphic Communication — Committee  of 
Inquiry,  July  23,  867,  868. 

Civil  Service 

Abstractors — Terms  of  Service,  July 
27,  1519. 
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Hanbury,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  W.~ cont. 
Civil  Service— cont. 

Junior  Civil  Service  Examinations* 
July  26,  1329. 

County  Court  Fees — Report  of  Committee,. 
July  27,  1520. 

Customs  Watcher* — Improved  Conditions 
of  Service,  July  26,  1330. 

Devizes  Prison — Warder  Hargrave's  Pen- 
sion, July  16,  74. 

District  Messenger  Company 

Non-renewal  of  Licence,  July  23,  873. 

Royalty  paid  to  the  Post  Office,  etc.,. 
July  26,  1328. 

Dukinfield  Postmastership,  Number  of 
Applicants,  July  17,  233. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Intro.,. 
July  23,  889. 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission  — 
Publication  of  Documents  by  British 
Museum  Authorities,  etc.,  July  17,  234. 

Income  Tax  Deductions — Incomes  accru- 
ing after  April  5,  etc.,  July  23,  872. 

Irish  Questions 

Academy,  Royal  Irish — Grant-in-aid 
for  Salary  of  Irish  Scribe  and  print- 
ing Manuscripts,  etc.,  July  19,  480. 

Belfast  Postal  Arrangements — Later 
Delivery  of  Letters,  proposed,  July 
24,  1063. 

Cahir  Post  Office— New  Office,  July 
26,  1332. 

Castlebar  Post  Office — Site  for  New 
Office,  July  20,  667. 

Coagh  Postal  Service,  July  26,  1333. 

Cootehill  Postmastership— Condition 
attached  to  previous  Appointment, 
July  19,  473. 

Cork  Postal  Arrangements — Memo- 
rial from  the  Residents  of  Ash- 
burton,  Dillon's  Cross,  etc. ,  July  26, 
1336. 

Cornalaragh  Postal  Deliveries— House 
to  House  Delivery,  July  20,  668. 

Drumconrath  Postal  Arrangements, 
July  26,  1335. 

Dublin  Botanical  Gardens— Expendi- 
ture since  1890,  July  19^  477. 

Dublin  Sorting  Staff,  July  26,  1333. 

Dundoran  Mails,  July.  26,  1334. 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways,. 
Carrying  out  Undertaking  em- 
bodied in  Agreement,  etc.,  July  26 y 
1338. 

Greaghlone  Letter-box — Neglecting 
to  clear,  July  20^.  668. 

Greeveguilla— Daily  Delivery  of 
Letters,  July  16,  80. 

Greystones  Gravel— Removal  of  from. 
Foreshore,  etc.,  July  16, 19. 

Howth  Petty  Sessions— Prosecution 
of  Boatmen  by  the  Board  of  Works,, 
etc.,  July  24, 1062. 


Ban    Har]  INDEX. 

July  16— July  27. 

Banbury,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  W.—cont. 

Irish  Questions— cont. 

Kilkenny  County  Postal  Arrange- 
ments, July  26,  1333 

Limavady  Postmastership,  July  27, 
1523. 

Limerick  Telegraph  Messengers — 
Pay,  etc.,  Jtdy  26,  1332. 

Listowel- Bally  bunion  Railway — Cost, 
July  16,  80. 

Newbliss 

Delivery  of  Telegrams  by  Girls, 
July  27,  1523. 

Late  Postmistress  Residing  in 
Post  Office,  July  19,  473. 

Postman  attending  Orange  De- 
monstration at  Clones,  July  24, 
1063. 

Phoenix  Park 

Grazing  Rents — Annual  Receipts, 
etc.,  July  19,  475. 

Ornamental  Waters,  Trees,  etc., 
July  20,  668,  669. 

ZRathfriland  Postmastership  —  Ap- 
pointment of  Person  Residing  in 
Downpatrick  Street,  July  17,  239. 

•Surveyor  of  Buildings— Appointment 
Qf  Assistant  Surveyor— Rejection 
of  Mr.  Carden,  Successful  Candi- 
date, July  19,  476. 

Sutton-  Ho  wth  Tramway  —  Laying 
Tramway  by  the  side  of  the  Koad 
instead  of  on  the  Road,  etc.,  July 
19,  478. 

DLetter-boxes  with  two  compartments — 
Number  in  East  Central  District,  etc., 
July  16,  75. 


Luggage — Railway  Companies'  Free  Lug- 
gage Allowances,  etc.,  July  16,  75. 

.Mails 

Australian  Mails — Delay  in  Transit 
from  Naples  to  London,  July  16,  70. 

Devon,  North — Night  Mail  Service 
Delays,  Improvement  of  Train  Ser- 
vice, etc.,  July  20,  658. 

India  and  Australia — Delay  in  Des- 
patch of  English  Mails,  July  16,  69. 

Norwood  Green  Postal  Deliveries,  July 
26,  1325. 

Post  Office  Employees 

Holidays  for  Postmen,  July  26,  1327. 

Liverpool  Staff—  Promotion  of  Clerk 
to  be  Superintendent,  etc.,  July  20, 
656. 

Rural  Peatmen's  Shelters,  July  27, 
1518. 

Sorters'  Examinations,  July  26,  1327. 

Straw  Hats  for  Postmen,  July  26,1326. 

Uniforms  —  Postmen's,     Weight    of 

Summer  and  Winter  Uniforms,  etc., 

July  27,  1518. 

York  — Assistant  Inspector  of  Post- 
men keeping  Shop  with  Beer  Off- 
licence,  July  20,  655. 
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Hanbury,  Et.  Hon.  B.  W.— cont. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill,  Com.,  July  18,  388, 
393,  394,  396,  397,  398,  399, 400, 401 ;  3R., 
July  19,  582. 

Postage — Excess  Charge  on  Unstamped 
Letters,  etc.,  July  23,  872. 

Postcards— Returning  Undelivered  Post- 
cards, July  19, 471. 

Prison-made  Goods  Act  —  Seizure  of 
Foreign  Goods,  July  2$,  872. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 

980,  981,  982,  983. 
Scotch     Questions  —  Postal     Deliveries, 

Delay  in  Delivery  of  Newspapers  in 

South  Western  District,  July  20,  659, 

660. 

Telegraphists 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

Overtime — Appointment  of  Addi- 
tional Telegraphists,  etc,  July 
19, 472. 
Punishment   of,    for    Exceeding 
Dinner  Interval,  etc,  July  20, 
656. 
Harwich    Post   Office    Staff— Trans- 
ferring  Female    Telegraphists    to 
Enfield,  etc,  July  20,  657. 
Liverpool — Promotion  of  No.  34  on 
the  Seniority  List,  July  17,  234. 
Trade   Marks  —  "Foreign    Origin,"    Im- 
portation of  decorated  Tin  Boxes,  etc, 
July  27,  1519. 
Transfer   of   Work   from   General   Post 
Office  to  Mount  Pleasant 
Delay  in  Delivery  of  Letters  at  Sher- 

ingham,  July  23,  871. 
Postmen's    Overtime    Pay,    July  24, 
1058. 


Handcuffs 

Irish  Police  Handcuffs — Place  of  Manu- 
facture, Cost.  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  878. 

Hargrove,  Warder 

Pension — Apportioning  between  Imperial 
and  Local  Funds,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Goulding ;    A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  74. 

Harrington,  Mr.  T.  [Dublin,  Harbour] 

Intermediate    Education    (Ireland)    Bill, 
2k.,  July  19,519. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  National  Schools 
in  place  of  English,  July  20,  709. 

Harris,  Lord 

Death  Certification — Legislation,  July  17, 

211. 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890) 

Amendment  Bill,  2r.,  July  20,  021,  634, 

635. 
Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 

Bilk,  Suspension  of  Standing  Orders, 

July  16,  5. 
?<kk  ^mwaX^V^  Juttj  19^  419. 
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Harrison,  Mr, 

South    African    Hospitals    Commission, 
Appointment 
Q.  Mr.  S.   MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  23,  855. 

■Harwich 

Post    Office  Staff— Transferring   Female 
Telegraphist  to    Enfield,  Removal 
Expenses,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  God dard ;   A.  Mr.   Hanhury, 
July  20,  657. 

Harwood,  Mr.  O.  [Bolton] 

Coal  Supply— Reserve  for  Naval  Purposes, 
Exportation  of  Coal  to  Foreign 
Countries,  etc.,  July  26,  1313. 

Education— New  Science  and  Art  Regula- 
tions, July  27,  1515. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  Con.,  July  26, 
1295. 

House  of  Commons — Accommodation  for 
Members,  July  26,  1324. 

'Submarine  Boats 

Experiments — Watching  Experiments 

Abroad,  etc,  July  17,  303. 
French  Submarine  Boats,  Trials,  July 

26,  1310. 

Haalett,  Sir  J.  H.  [Belfast,  N.] 

Belfast  Postal  Arrangements— Later  De- 
livery of  Letters,  proposed,  July  24, 1063. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1067. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  518,  519. 

Hastings  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  19,  410. 

Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  26,  1266. 

Standing  Orders,  July  16,  1. 
Hastings  Tramways  Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  16,2. 

c  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23,  845. 

Hayden,  Mr.  J.  P.  (Roscommon,  8.) 

Kitteevan  Drum  and  Fife  Band  Demon- 
strations—Police Interference,  July  23, 
880. 

Queenstown— Police  Landing  Regulations, 
July  20,  666. 

Hazell,  Mr.  W.  [Leicester] 

Bail  Regulations— Detention  of  Persons 
awaiting  Trial,  July  23,  875. 

Geological  Survey  Maps,  Limited  Sale  of, 
etc.,  July  23,  869. 

Income  Tax  Deductions — Incomes  accruing 
after  April  5,  etc.,  July  23,  872. 

Healy,  Mr.  M.  [Cork] 

Army— Shirt  Contracts,  Non-acceptance  of 
Tenders  from  Irish  Firms,  etc.,  July  23, 
861. 
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Healy,  Mr.  M.— *ont. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish— House   Rent 

Allowances,  July  23,  880. 
County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill— Circulating 

Draft  of  Rules,  etc,  July  23,  878. 
Cork    Postal     Arrangements— Memorial 

from    the    Residents    of    Ashburton, 

Dillon's  Cross,  etc.,  July  26, 1335. 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways— Com- 
pany carrying  out  undertaking  em- 
bodied in  Agreement,  etc.,  July  26,  1338. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 

2R.,  July  23, 976. 
Kilworth    Rifle    Range— Acquisition    of 

adjoining  Land,  July  23,  860,  861. 
Land  Commission — Cork  Sitting,  Delays, 

etc.,  July  24,  1062. 
Local  Government  Returns,  July  23,  878, 

879. 
Local    Government  Rules  and  Orders — 

Return,  July  20,  666. 

Military  Lands  Bill,2R.,  July  23,  910,  913. 

Muzzling  Regulations  in  Cork,  July  27, 
1522. 

Public  House  Licences,  New  Licences,  etc. 
— Annual  Return,  proposed,  July  23, 
879  ;  July  26,  1337. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1152,  1157. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Batons    and     Handcuffs  —  Place    of 
Manufacture,  etc.,  July  23,  878. 

Tipperary  and  Limerick,  Medical  Ap- 
pointment for,  July  19,  474. 

Dublin 

Botanical  Gardens— ^Expenditure  since 
1890,  July  19,  477. 

Equalisation    of    Rates — Legislation 
proposed,  etc.,  July  23,  886. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  Con.,  July  26, 
1290,  1294. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superan- 
nuation (Isle  of  Man)  Bill,  2r.,  July  26, 
1448. 

Food  Preservatives — Report  of  Committee, 

etc.,  July  26,  1317. 
Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 

2r.,  July  23,  977. 

Industrial  Schools,  Ireland,  Vote  for,  July 
20,  770,  771. 

Intermediate  Education  Board  Clerks, 
July  27,  1524. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  496,  497,  506  ;  Com.,  July  26, 
1439,  1440,  1441,  1442,  1443,  1444. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  721. 

Limavady  Postmastership,  July  27,  1523. 

Lunatic  Asylums  Board — Supplementary 
Estimate,  July  27,  1520. 

Malicious  Injuries,  Grants  for — Including 
in  Judicial  Statistics,  July  27,  1521. 
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Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.— cont. 

Meath  County  Council  and  Staffordshire 
Bye-law,  July  26,  1338. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  920. 

Phoenix  Park 

Grazing  Rents,  Annual  Receipts,  etc., 
July  19,  475. 

Ornamental  Waters,  Trees,  etc.,  July 
20,  668,  669. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 
979,  980,  981,  982. 

South  African  War 

Expenditure  —  Irish     Contribution, 
July  27,  1637. 

Officers  ordered  Home— Treatment  of, 
etc.,  July  2j,  1635. 

Sutton  to  Censure  Railway,  July  26,  1339. 

Sutton-Howth  Tramway— Laying  Tram- 
way by  the  side  of  the  Koaa  instead 
of  on  the  Road,  etc.,  July  19,  477 ;  July 
23,  881,  882. 

Water  Gas,  Use  of,  in  Dublin,  etc.,  July 
20,  654. 

Hedderwick,  Mr.  T.  C.  H.  [Wick  Burghs] 
China — Anti-Foreign  Rising 
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July  lb—July  27. 

Hereford,  Bishop  of 

Education  Bill,  2ft.,  July  23,  818. 

Educational  Grants — Differential  Treat- 
ment of  Urban  and  Rural  Schools,  July 


Chinese  Representatives  in  England, 
852. 


Official    Recognition    of,    July  23, 


Hospital  Accommodation  at  Wei-hai- 
wei,  etc.,  July  23,  853. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1099, 1100. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  351,  375. 

Water-tube  Boilers  and  Naval  Ships — 
Expenditure  on  Belleville  Boilers  since 
1895,  July  19,  463. 

Hemel    Hempstead  Corporation  (Water) 
Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  25,  1161. 

Hemphill,  Et.  Hon.  C.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2r.,  July  19,  515. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  742. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  SR.,July 
16,  125  ;  He-corn.,  July  16,  139, 140,  142. 

Heneage,  Lord 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.,  July  27, 
1494. 

Educational  Grants — Differential  Treat- 
ment of  Rural  and  Urban  Schools,  July 
24,  1024. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others)  Bill,  3r.,  July  20, 
620  ;  July  26,  1271. 

Tents  for  the  Army,  Supply  of  Horses  in 
~ 'uly  17,205. 


South  Africa,  etc.,  Jul\ 


Henderson,  Mr.  A.  [Staffordshire,  W.] 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  \va». 
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24, 1030. 

Herring  Trade 

St.  Petersburg — Facilities  for  discharge 
and  storage 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
16,  71. 

TTi>lrrafl/n  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton,  W.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1067, 1099. 

Income  Tax — Interest  paid  by  Municipal 
Authorities  and  Interest  paid  by  Public 
Companies  and  Private  Persons — Rate 
of  Income  Tax  chargeable  on,  July  By 
470. 

Hicks-Beach 
see  Beach. 

High  Court  of  Justice 

Account  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  Pre- 
sented, July  19,  414,  453. 

Ireland— Court  of  Probate  Division- 
Annual  Account  of  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements Presented,  July  19,  414, 492. 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  (1891)  Amend- 
ment Bill 
Bill  Withdrawn,  July  23,  888. 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission 

Report  Presented,  July  26,  1269,  1297. 

Restricting    Operations    to    Manuscripts 
belonging  to  Private  Persons — Lay- 
ing Document  on  the  Table 
Q.  Sir  H.  Fowler ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  17,  234. 

Hoare,  Mr.  E.  B.  [Hampstead] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1136, 1155. 

Hong  Kong  —  Appointment  of  Army 
Chaplain,  July  19,  462. 

Hogan,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Tipperary,  Mid] 

Australasian  Commonwealth 

Governor  General's  Official  Residence, 
July  16,  69  ;  July  20,  651. 

Northern  Territory,  Annexation  to 
South  Australia  in  1863,  etc,  July 
24,  1050. 

Mails 

Australian  Mails — Delay  in  Transit 
from  Naples  to  London,  July  16,  70. 

India  and  Australia  —  Delay  in 
despatch  of  English  Mails,  July  16* 
69. 

Tonga  Islands — Proclamation  of  British 
^raXaatayrato^  Julu,  24  1050. 
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Holyhead 

National  School  Teachers 

Compelling  Noncoraforraist  Teachers 
to  attend  Church  of  England 
Services,  etc.  —  Case  of  N. 
Roberts — Erection  of  Board 
School,  proposed,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  J.  Griffith ;  A.  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  July  24,  1055. 

Pupil  Teachers — Salaries,  Non-fulfil- 
ment of  Agreement 
Q.  Mr.  E.  J.  Griffith;  A.  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  July  24,  1057. 

Home  Defences 

see  Defences  of  the  Empire. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.   Hon.   Sir    M. 

W.  Ridley. 
Under  Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Collings. 

Home  Rule 

"  Killing  Home  Rule  by  Kindness." 

Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  16,  174. 

Honduras 

Treaty  of  Friendship,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation  Presented,  Jidy  19,  413, 
453. 

Honnen  Spruit 

see  South  African  War. 

Hong  Kong 

Army  Chaplain,  Appointment  of 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Hoare  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,462. 

Dock  Accommodation  for  Naval  Ships — 
New  Works 
Os.  Viscount  Sidmouth,  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  Earl  Spencer,  July  17,  207. 

Holding  Troops  in  Readiness  to  Protect 
Europeans  in  Yang-tsze  Valley,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh :  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  20,  642. 

Hopetoun,  Earl  of 

Dock  Accommodation  for  Naval  Ships — 
New  Works,  etc.,  July  17,  208,  209. 

Hornsey 

Railway  Fares  to  King's  Cross 

Q.   Mr.   Stephens ;    A,   Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  £6,1321. 

Horses 

South  African  War,  see  that  title. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements 

China,  see  that  title — Anti- Foreign  Rising, 
etc. 

South  African  War,  see  that  title. 

Hospital  Ship 

Maharajah  of  G  waiter's  Offer,  see  India 
-Mabi  ~     " 
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barajah  of  Gwalior. 


House  of  Commons 

Accommodation  for  Meml>ers 

Q.  Mr.  Harwood ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
July  26,  1324. 

Business  of  the  House,  Committees,  etc., 
see  those  titles. 

Committee  Rooms 

Outside  Blinds,  Ventilation,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Cohen,  Sir  J.  Colorab ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  July  26, 
1325;  Q.  Mr.  Talbot;  A.  Mr. 
A.  Douglas,  July  27,  1513. 

House  of  Lords 

Judicial      Business  —  Additional     Legal 
Assistant — Appointing  Solicitor  to 
fill  Vacant  Reading  Clerkship 
Debate  (Lords),  July  24,  1011. 

Offices— Report  from  Select  Committee 
Presented,  July  19,  415. 

Reading  Clerk,  Appointment  of — Recom- 
mendations   of  Committee — Power 
of  Appointing  reverting  to  Clerk  of 
Parliament,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords),  July  24,  1011. 

Sat  First— Earl  of  Strafford,  after  the 
death  of  his  Brother,  July  20,  585. 

Houses  of  Parliament 

Works    Department — Employees'  Griev- 
ances 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere;  A.  Mr.  A.  Doug- 
las, July  16,  76. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses 

London  School  Board  Rehousing  Scheme 
— Proposed  Erection  of  Dwellings 
in  Parnell  Road,  Bow,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Pickersgill ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  16,  73. 

Southwark — Education  Board  Provi- 
sional Order  Confirmation  (London) 
Bill,  July  16,  49,  51. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses  Act  (1890) 
Amendment  Bill 

L  2R.*  July  20,  621. 
Com.,  July  28, 842. 
Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  24, 

989. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  26,  1283. 
3R.*  July  27,  1495. 

Housing  of  the  Working    Glasses   Act 
(1890)  Amendment  Bill 
Debate  on  Second  Heading,  July  20,  621. 
Arbitration,  624. 

Borrowing  Powers — Extension  of 
Time  for  Repayment  of  Loans,  626, 
628,631,632. 

Compulsory  Registration  of  Real 
Owners  of  Property,  629. 

Hire  of  Land,  Compulsory  Powers, 
etc.,  625,  630. 

Insanitary  Areas,  Compulsory  Clear- 
ance without  Compensation  to 
Owners,  suggested,  629. 
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Housing  of  the  Working   Classes  Act 
(1890)  Amendment  Bill— cont. 
Debate  on  Second  Reading—  con  t. 

Leasing  Land  to  Third  Person,  623. 
Local  Authorities,  Powers  of,  621, 630. 
"  Lodging-house,"    Definition    of    in 

Act  of  1890,  635. 
Re-housing  Displaced  Persons,  633. 
Right     of     Appeal     against     Local 

Authorities,  623. 
Sites,    Acquirement    of,    Cost,    Pro- 
cedure, etc.,  621,  629,  632,  633. 
Workmen's  Trams,  Trains,  etc.,  624, 
629. 

Hove 

Recreation  Ground— Raising  Loan,  etc. 
Q.   Sir.  H.   Fletcher ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  27,  1514. 

Howth  Petty  Sessions 

Boatmen,   Prosecution   of,  by    Board  of 
Works — Dredging     Harbour,    pro- 

e*?°Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Mr.  Han  bury,  July  £$,1061. 

Hughes,  Case  of 

Monaghan     Petty     Sessions — Right     of 
Appeal  denied,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Macaleese ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  81. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  A.  G.  [Montgomery] 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3r.,  July  19, 

573. 
Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony— Detention 

of  Prisoners  in  Civil  or  Military  Prisons, 

etc.,  July  16,  64  ;  July  17,  221 ;  July  26, 

1301. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  956,  959. 

Huts  for  the  Army 
Supply  of,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27,  1584. 
Statement  (Mr.Wyndham),  July  27, 1532. 

Ilfracombe  Improvement  Bill 

/.  2R.*  July  24,  986. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill 
c.  \n.*  July  17,  240. 
2R.,  July  23,  975. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill 
Debate  on  Second  Reading,  July  23,  975. 
Contempt  of  Court,  Offence   consti- 
tuting, 976. 
Procedure,  Method  of,  975,  977. 

Imperial  Defence 

see  Defence  of  the  Empire. 

Imperial  Institute 

Indian  Section — Annual  Report  Presented, 
July  19,  414,  453. 

Imperial  Telegraphic  Communication 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Constitution  and 
Terms  of  Reference 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  Han  bury, 
July  23, 867. 
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Imposts 

Taxes   and   Imposts — Return  Pramled, 
July  19,  452. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt 
see  Debtors. 

Incense 

Use  of,  in  the  Church  of  England 
Debate  (Lords),  July  16, 10. 

Income  Tax 

Bank  of  England  deducting  Iaeraned 
Rate  of  Income  Tax  from  Interat 
Warrants  maturing  on  or  aboit 
July  1st 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean  ;  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
July  17, 231. 

Deductions  —  Incomes     accruing    after 

April  5th,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.    Hazell;    A.   Mr.  Hanbmy,     ] 

July  23,  872.  ! 

Jamaica  Railway  Debentures— Additional 
Income  Tax  deducted  from  Divi- 
dends matured  before  Jan.  24th 
Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
July  17,  231. 

Interest  paid  by  Municipal  Authorities 
and  Interest  paid  by  Public  Com- 
panies and  Private  Persons— Rats 
of  Income  Tax  chargeable 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman;  A.  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  19,  470. 

India 

Secretary  of  State — Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton. 

Army 

Arms— Modern     Rifles     for    Native 
Regiments,  etc 
Statement  (Lord  G.  Hamilton), 
July  26,  1363. 

Artillery  —  Reduction    of    Guns    in 
heavy  Field  Batteries 
Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke;    A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  24, 1053. 

British  Officers  in  Native  Regiments, 
Increase  in  Number  of— Selec- 
tion of  Officers,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Stanhope;    A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  26, 1314. 

China,  Anti-Foreign  Rising — Indian 
Troops  for  China 
Hospital  and  Medical   Arrange- 
ments 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  26, 1299. 
(see  also  sub-heading  Troops  with- 
drawn from  Establishment  for 
Service  outside  India.) 

Commander-in-Chief — Filling  Vacant 
Appointment 
Q.   Mr.    Buchanan ;  A.   Lord  G» 
Hamilton,  July  19,  469. 

Commander-in-Chief  and    the    Vice- 
roy's Executive  Council 
Q.    Mr.  Maclean;    A.   Lord   G. 
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idia — cont. 
Army — cont. 
Expenditure 

Hamilton's,  Lord  G.,  Statement, 
July  26,  1349,  1362. 

Reduction  in  Expenditure— "  No 
hope  of  Reduction  " 
0.  Lord  G.    Hamilton,  July 
25,  1364. 

(see   also   sub-heading    Finance, 
Expenditure  Commission, etc.) 

Hospital  Ship  for  China— Maharajah 
of  Gwaliors  Offer,  see  sub-heading 
Maharajah  of  Gwalior. 

Loss  of  two  distinguished  Soldiers  (Sir 
D.  Stewart,  Sir  W.  Lockhart) 
Os.  Lord  G.   Hamilton,  July  26, 
1364  ;  Sir  H.  Fowler,  1367. 

North-West  Frontier  Policy 

0.   Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  26, 
1364. 

Troops    withdrawn    from    Establish- 
ment for  Service  outside  India 
British   and    Native   Troops  for 
China— Total  Strength,  Re- 
placing Troops,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.    Maclean,  Mr.    Bu- 
chanan, Mr.  S.  MacNeill ; 
As.    Lord    G.     Hamilton, 
July  17,  218. 

British    Troops,    Number   with- 
drawn, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  20,  643. 

Cost,  Imperial  Exchequer  defray- 
ing 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  19,  455  ; 
0.  Sir  M.  •  H.  Beach,  July 
26,  1387. 

Establishment  in   excess  of  the 
Requirements 
Statement  (Lord  G.   Hamil- 
ton), July  26,  1363. 

Return    of   Troops   from    South 
Africa 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27, 1540. 

British  Administration,  Improved  Methods 
of  Administration — "  Are  they  as 
Palatable  to  the  People  as  the  Older 
and  Cruder  System  ?™ 
0.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  26,  1365. 

Cholera  Outbreak  in  Famine  Districts — 
Number  of  Deaths,  Additional 
Medical  Officers,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  As.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  467  ;  July  20, 
652. 

Statement  (Lord  G.  Hamilton),  July 
26,  1354. 

Contagious  Diseases— Petition  for  Altera- 
tion of  Law,  July  20,  638. 

Currency,  see  sub-heading  Gold  Currency. 

Defence  of  the  British    Empire — India's 
Contribution,  Comparison  with  the 
Colonies 
0.  Mr.  Souttar,  July  Xi,  1377. 
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Disputed  Questions  between  the  India; 
Office  and  Public  Offices  in  Eng- 
land— Arbitration. 
0.  Sir M.  Bhownaggree.  July26, 1400* 
— (see  also  sub-heading  Expendi- 
ture—Report of  Royal  Commission). 

Expenditure,  see  sub-heading  Finance.. 

Famine 

Advances  and  Gifts  to  Agriculturists; 
for  Seed,  Cattle,  etc. — Return  Pre- 
sented, July  23,  795,  848. 

Advances  to  Land  Cultivators — Con- 
ditions 
Q.   Mr.    Buchanan-';   AL  Lord  G.. 
Hamilton,  JuVy  tt>  71.. 

Appeal  to  the  Archbishop*  of  Canter- 
bury 
0.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  July  26;. 
1404. 

Appeal  to  the  Publi* 

0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26, 1370.. 

Canadian    Government    Grant,    pro- 
posed 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  24,  1052. 

Cattle,  Mortality  among  —  Funds, 
available  for  Supply  of  Fodder, 
Seed  Grain,  and  Cattle  to- 
Cultivators,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  As.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  467 ;  July; 
23,  864. 

Cholera,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Imperial  Grant 

0.  Lord  Kinnaird,  July  23^ 
835;  0.  Sir  H.  Fowler, 
July  26,  1369. 

Grant  of  £5,000.000,  proposed 

Motion  (Mr.  Souttar),  July 
26,  1372. 

Irrigation     Works,     see     that    sub- 
heading. 

Land  Revenue  Remissions  in  Bombay 
and     North-west    Provinces — 
Measures  taken  in  1896-7 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord. 
G.  Hamilton,  July  19,  465. 

Loans  to  Native  States 

Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  23,  865. 

Amount  of — Loan  to  Bhaunagar  - 
State,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A. 
Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  19, 
464. 

Mansion  House  Fund,  Scottish  and 
Lancashire  Subscriptions 
0.  Lord  G.   Hamilton,  July  26, 
1423. 

Officials  and  their  Work  of  Relief — 
Appreciation  of 
Os.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  26,. 
1354,    1366;     Sir    H.    Fowler,. 
1372 ;  Mr.  Souttar,  1373. 

Rainfall  and  Monsoon,  see  those  sub- 
head ings. 
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Famine—  cont. 

Relief  Administration — State  Aid  and 
Private  Benevolence 
Q.     Sir   \V.    Wedderburn  ;     A. 
Lord   G.    Hamilton,    July  24, 
1051. 

Remedial  Measures 

0.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  July  26, 
1398. 

Statement — Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July 
26,  1346. 
Appeal  to  the  Public,  1356. 

Cause,  Area  Affected,  etc.,  1346. 

Difficulties  which  the  Local  Offi- 
cials have  had  to  Contend  with, 
1354. 

Expenditure  —  Total  Amount 
which  the  Famine  has  Cost 
India,  1352. 

•Gujerat  Province — Serious  Out- 
look, 1351,  1353. 

Imperial  Government  Aid,  1356, 
1358. 

Klopsch's,  Dr.,  Opinion  on  the 
Administration  of  Relief,  July 
26,  1355. 

Loans  to  Native  States,  1352. 
Losses  in  Crops  and  Cattle,  1347. 
Mortality,  1353. 
Relief  Administration,  1353. 
Statistics 

Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  23,  864. 
Finance 

Accounts  and  Estimates — Explana- 
tory Memorandum  Presented,  July 
16,\  56. 

Audit — Report  of  Expenditure  Com- 
mission, etc. 
O.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  1371. 

Budget— Earlier  date  of  Introduction 
0.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  July  26, 
1398. 

JBudget — Statement  (Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton), July  26,  1345. 

Apportionment  of  Charge  between 
India  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
1360. 

Anns  for  Native  Troops,  etc.,  Ex- 
penditure on,  1363. 

Army  Expenditure,  1349,  1362. 

Exchange,  Stability  of — "  Key- 
note of  the  Situation,"  1360. 

Famine  Expenditure,  1349, 1352— 
(see  also  sub-heading  Famine). 

Gold  Currency,  Result,  1361. 

Loan,  1352. 

Surplus,  1348,  1350. 

Transfer  of  £250,000  to  the 
Revenues  of  India,  1360. 

Welby's,  Lord,  Commission  Re- 
commendations, 1359,  1360. 

Capitation  Grant  ContriVmtioTi 

0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  \m 
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Civil    Expenditure,  Report  of   Com- 
mission 
O.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  1372. 

Debt,  Increase  in 

0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  1371. 

"  Drain  of  the  Wealth  of  India  " 

0.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  July  J€, 
1400,  1404. 

Expenditure     Commission,     Recom- 
mendations, etc. 
0.   Sir  H.   Fowler,  July  20, 
1370. 

Hamilton's,  Lord  G.,  Statement, 
July  26,  1359,  1360. 

Transfer  of  £250,000  to  the 
Revenues  of  India — Recom- 
mendations of  Commission, 
etc. 
Os.  Lord  Onslow,  July  20, 
610  ;  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July 
26,  1372;  Sir  M.  Bhown- 
aggree, 1400. 

Expenditure,  Report  of  Royal  Com- 
mission 
Debate  (Lords)  July  20,  595. 

Apportionment  of  Charge 
between  the  two 
Governments,  595,  606, 
609. 

Sum  of  £250,000  for  the 
Relief  of  Indian  Re- 
venue, 610. 

Arrears  of  Over-chaiges— 
Eight  years  Arrears  should 
be  allowed,  600. 

Audit  System,  603,  608. 

Capitation  Grant,  609. 

Claims  of  English  and  Indian 
Taxpayers,  601,  616. 

Colonies,  Aid  to,  Analogy, 
604, 616. 

Constitution  of  the  Commis- 
sion, 597. 

Consular     Service     Charges, 

607. 
Debt  of  India,  602. 

Disputes  between  the  Publie 
Offices,  604  —  Arbitration, 
etc.,  606,  607,  613. 

Economical  Administration, 
601,  605. 

Growth  of  Non-Effective  Ser- 
vice, 603. 

History  of  the  Question,  595. 

India  Office,  Cost  of — Impe- 
rial Exchequer  Contribu- 
tion, 604. 

Military  Charges,  599,  617. 
Aden  Fortress,  604,  617. 
India's  Interest  beyond 
the  Frontier,  611,  617. 
India,  a  Reserve  for  the 
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India— cant. 

Famine — cont. 

Expenditure,  Report,  etc.  — cont. 
Debate  [Lords] — cont. 

Military  Charges — cont. 

Lord  Lansdowne's  De- 
spatch of  1890,  599, 
611. 

Military  Expeditions — Geo- 
graphical Limits  within 
which  India  should  have 
separate  and  distinct 
Interest,  604. 

Navy  in  Indian  Waters — 
Contribution,  608. 

Railway  and  Irrigation 
Works,  603. 

Recommendations  of  Com- 
mission, 598. 

Sentimental  side  of  the  Ques- 
tion, 617,  618. 

Settlement  of  the  Question, 
600. 

Taxation— 1861-96,  601. 

Imperial  Government  Aid,  see  sub- 
headings Famine  and  Finance — Ex- 
penditure. 

Military  Men    in  the    Council — Re- 
moval of  the    Commander-in- 
Chief,  proposed 
0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26, 1371. 

Revenue  Accounts  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House, 
July  18,  343. 

Taxation — Amount  yielded  by  New 
Taxation  since  1886,  Return 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  19, 469. 

Foreign  Policy  determined  by  Imperial 
rather  than  Indian  Considerations 
0.  Sir    M.    Bhownaggree,    July  26, 
1400. 

Gold  Currency 

Effect  on  Trade 

0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  1367 

Result — Statement  (Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton), July  26,  1361. 

Imperial    Institute,    Indian   Section,   see 
Imperial  Institute. 

Industrial,  Technical,  and  Art  Schools  and 
Classes — Number,  Expenditure,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  17,  230. 

Industrial     and     Technical    Teaching — 
Remedy  against  Famine 
0.    Sir  M.   Bhownaggree,    July   26, 
1401. 

Irrigation  and  Railway  Works 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Walton,  July  26, 1395  ; 
Mr.  H.  Roberts,  1407. 

Expenditure  on,  etc. 

Os.    Lord     Kinnaird,     Earl     of 
Onslow,  July  23,  834. 
Land 

Assessment 

0.  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  July  26% 
1409. 
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Land— cont. 

Assessment — cont. 

Smith's,  Col.  B.,  Recommenda- 
tions, etc. 
0.    Mr.    Maclean,   July  26, 
1392. 
Produce,  Decrease  in  Fertility  of  the 
Land 
0.  Mr.  Maclean,  July  26,  1393. 

Revenue  Remissions  in  Bombay  and 
North- West  Provinces  —  Mea- 
sures taken  in  1896-7. 
Q.  SirW.  Wedderburn;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  19,  465. 

Loyalty  of  the  Princes — South   African 
War  and  China  Expedition 
References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Indian 
Budget,  July  26,  1369,  1390,  1427, 
1428. 

Maharajah  of  Gwalior's  Offer  of  Hospital 
Ship  for  China 
O.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  23,  853 ; 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  26,  1299  ;  Os.  Sir 
H.  Fowler,  July  26, 1369 ;  Mr.  Mac- 
lean, 1390 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  1428. 

Mail    Service — Delay   in    Despatch    of 
English  Mails 
Q.    Mr.    Hogan ;   A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  16,  69. 
Monsoon 

Q.  Lord  Sandhurst ;  A.  Earl  of 
Onslow,  July  16,  9. 
Serious  Outlook  in  the  Gujerat  Pro- 
vince 
0.   Lord  G.   Hamilton,  July  26, 
1351. 
Statement  (Lord  G.  Hamilton),  July 
26,  1346,  1351. 
North- West  Frontier  Policy 

0.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  26,  1364. 
Penal  Legislation— Withdrawing  Recent 
Legislation,  proposed 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  468. 
Railways,  Purchase  of,  by  Indian  Govern- 
ment 
Contracts — Policy     in     determining 
Future  Contracts 
Q.    Mr.    Gordon;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  July  23,  867. 
Rate  of  Interest  in  Settling  Annuities 
Q.    Mr.    Gordon;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  July  23,  865  ;  Q.  Mr. 
A.  H.   Morton ;   A.   Lord    G. 
Hamilton,  July  26, 1314. 
{see  also  Names  of  Railways  and  sub- 
heading   Irrigation   and    Railway 
Works). 
Rainfall,  Total  in  Affected  Districts 

Q.   Sir  M.    Bhownaggree;  A.    Lord 

G.  Hamilton,  July  19,  466. 
(see  also  sub-heading  Monsoon.) 
Rangoon    Outrage— Removal  of  Colonel 
Rolland  from  Command 
Q.  Sir  L.  Mlver ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  24,  1052. 
Silver  Ornaments,  Sale  of,  at  less  than 
their  Melting  Value 
0.  Mr.  Emmott,  July  26,  1427. 

3Q,  4&  \£W*. 
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Taxation,  see  sub-heading  Finance. 

Trade 

Explanatory  Memorandum — Separate 
Statistics     for     Manufactured 
Articles  and  Raw  Material 
Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  26,  1315. 
Gold  Currency,  Effect  of  on  Trade 

0.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  July  26,  1368. 
"  India,     England's     Fourth     Best 
Customer  " 
0.  Mr.  Souttar,  July  26, 1315. 

India  Office 

Cost  of,  Contribution  by  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer 
0.  Lord  Welby,  July  20,  604— see  also 
title  India — Finance 

Dispute   between    the   Public    Offices — 
Arbitration,  etc. 
Os.   Lord  Welby,  July  20,  604;  Earl 
of  Onslow,  606,  607,  614. 

Industrial  Schools 

see  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Industrial  Schools  Bill 

Petition,  July  27,  1497. 

Inebriate  Reformatories 

Corngreaves  Hall  Retreat — Rules  as  to 
Management  Presented,  July  21,  1458, 
1498. 


Inebriates  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill 

and  3R.*  July  19, 
July   20,    589; 


c.  2R.*  July  18,  403. 
Cain,*  Rep*  Con.* 

584. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.* 

July  24,  1010. 


Inniskilling  Fusiliers 

Cowshott  Manor  Camp— Call  to  Volun- 
teer for  Service  Abroad,  alleged 
Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  As.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  July  19,  460  ;  July  23,  858. 

Insurance 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  Extension 
Bill,  July  16,  38. 

Intermediate  Education,  Ireland 
see  Education — Irish  Questions. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill 
c.  2r.,  July  19,  487. 
Coin.,  July  26,  1438. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill 
Debate  on  Second  Reading  and  in  Com- 
mittee, July  19,  487;  July  26,  1438. 
Board    of    Education,    Constitution, 
Powers,  etc.,  490,  498,  503,  50ft,  513. 
517,  519,  521,  1444. 
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Intermediate   Education  (Ireland)  Bill- 
con*. 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  and  in  Com- 
mittee—co»l. 
Consultative  Council  associating  with 
Board  of  Education,  suggested,  490, 
511,  518. 

Defective  drafting  of  the  Bill,  496, 
497, 

Intermediate  Education  since  1879, 
Merits  and  Defects  of  System, 
Cramming,  etc.,  493,  497,  509,  511, 
515,  519,  521,  523,  525. 

Intermediate  Education  Act  of  1878, 
502. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish 
Schools,  etc.,  494,  501,  505,  506, 511, 
518,  521,  523, 1439. 

Payment  by  Results,  493,  501,  502, 
523. 

Prizes,  Diminution  in,  1440. 

Superannuation,  498,  525,  1440,  1441, 
1442. 

Viceregal  Commission  Report,  etc, 
487,  492,  505,  511,  517. 

Invasion 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  see  that  title. 


Inver 
Water 

Worl 
Q.    Mr.    Caldwell;    A. 
Murray,  July  23,  877. 


Supply  —  Delay 
rks 


in   Completiig 
Mr.   A  G. 


Invergordon 

Channel  Fleet — Proposed  Visit 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell ;   A.  Mr. 
July  23,  862. 


Goecheu, 


\ 


Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24, 1039. 

Ireland 

Lord  Lieutenant — Earl  Cadogan. 

Lord  Chancellor — Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary  —  Rt.    Hon.    G.    W. 
Balfour. 

Attorney  General — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkin- 
son. 

Solicitor  General-  Mr.  D.  P.  Barton. 

Vice-President    of  the   Depart  a/tent   of 
Agriculture— m.  Hon.  H.  C.  Plunkett. 

Abbeyfeale  Children  and   the  Limerick 
Industrial  School  Controversy 
0.  Mr.  Austin,  July  20,  781. 

Academy,  Royal  Irish  —  Celtic  Manu- 
scripts, Grant-in-aid  for  Salary  of 
Irish  Scribe  and  printing  Manu- 
scripts, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  19,  479. 

Agrarian    Outrages — Return    Presented, 
July  20,  588,  640. 

Agricultural   Department — Warble    Fly, 
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Arklow  Drift-net  Fishing  —  Fishermen's 
Petition  for  Removal  of  Restrictions 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  28,  885. 

Army  Questions 
Contracts 

Irish  Tenders— Establishment  of 
Depot  in  Dublin,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  July  27,  1608. 
Shirt   Contracts    for   Troops   in 
South  Africa— Non-accept- 
ance of  Tenders  from  Irish 
Firms,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  July  23,  861. 
Recruits— Number  in  1899  and  1900 
Q.  Mr.  Shee  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26, 1306. 

Under-age  Recruits — Private  Walsh 
Q.  Mr.   Flavin ;   A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  19,  458. 
Weir,  Private,  Case  of,  see  that  title. 

Bankruptcy  Cases — Number  closed  by 
Official  Assignees  in  1899 — Return 
Ordered,  July  17,  217. 

Belfast  —for  collective  heading  see 
Belfast. 

Bills  relating  to  Ireland,  see  their  titles. 

Blanchfieldboy  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1333. 

Boatmen,  Prosecution  of,  see  sub-heading 
Howth. 

Boggan  Postal  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1333. 

Brehon  Laws,  Publication  of,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  26,  1337. 

Buildings,  Surveyor  of,  see  sub-heading 
Surveyors. 

Cahir  Post  Office— New  Office 

Q.  Mr.    Mandeville  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  26,  1332. 

Cahirciveen,    Erection    of   Bell  Buoy  or 
Perch,  proposed  —  Lighthouse  Au- 
thority, etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  28,  886. 

Camden  Fort  Gun  Fatality,  see  title 
Camden  Fort. 

Castlebar  Post  Office— Site  for  new  Office 
Q.  Dr.   R.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  20,  667. 

Carrickmacross  Workhouse — Number  of 
Admissions,  Tramps,  Casuals,  etc. 
— Ratepayers'  Grievance 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  26,  1331. 
Cattle,  Landing  at  Port  of  London  Prohi- 
bited 
Q.    Mr.   J.    O'Connor;   A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  July  16,  81. 

Celtic  Language,  use  of,  in  Irish  Schools 
in  Place  of  English,  see  Irish  Language. 

51 


Ireland— cont. 

Censure  to  Sutton  Railway,  see  sub-head- 
ing Sutton. 

Census — Irish  Language  Statistics 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  660. 

Clare,  Fishing  Industry  in  West  Clare, 
Development  of — Proposed  Grant 
Q.   Major  Jameson  ;   A.  Mr.  Plun- 
kett, July  24,  1063. 

Clones  Level  Crossing  and  Platform— In- 
spector's Report 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Col- 
lings,  July  17,  239. 

Clones  Water  Supply — Complaints  against 
Quality  of  Water 
Q.   Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26, 1336. 

Coagh  Postal  Service — Defects 

Q.  Mr.  Doogan;  A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1333. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  for  collective 
heading  see  that  title. 

Coiivicts,  see  sub-headings,  names  of  Con- 
victs. 

Cootehill   Postmastership,    Appointment 
of  Chemist — Condition  attached  to* 
previous  Appointment 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury* 
July  19,  472. 

Cork,  see  that  title. 

Cornalaragh  Postal  Deliveries — House  to 
house  Delivery 
Q.  Mr.  Daly  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
20,  668. 

County    Court    Acts    Administration — 
Traders'    Grievances,     Legislation 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  16,  86. 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill — Circulating 
Draft  of  Rules,  Orders,  and  Forms 
Q.  Mr.  M.   Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  878. 

Deny,  see  sub-heading  Londonderry 

Dogs— Muzzling  Regulations,  see  that  sub- 
heading 

Dromore   River    Floods — Complaints   to 
the   Board   of   Works  and  Lough 
Erne  Drainage  Board 
Q.  Mr.  Daly  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  26,  1331. 

Drumconrath      Postal     Arrangements — 
Memorial     to      the      Postmaster 
General 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1335. 

Dublin,  see  that  title. 

Dungloe  Petty  Sessions — Truck  Act  Prose- 
cution, Case  of  Mr.  O'Donnell 
Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  28,  882. 

Dundoran  Mails— Delay  in   Day   Mails 
from  Dublin 
0.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26, 1334. 
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YAntMlum—for  collective  heading  see  title 
Education. 


Egg*,  Importation  of  Ruffian  Egg*— Ex- 
portation* to  England  as  Irish  Eggs 
Qs.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;   As. 
Mr.  Phmkett,  July  20,  670. 
Emriskillen    Workhouse— Private  Weir, 
see  title  Weir.  ' 

Eviction    Notices,    Number    of— Retnm  I 

Presented,  JWy  i!>,  414, 453. 
Finigan,  Convict — Remission  of  Sentence,  , 

Qs^r^J.  Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S.  \ 
MacNeill ;  At.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, , 
Jw/y  20,  664. 
Fisheries— ybr    collective    heading,     see ! 

Fisheries. 
Ffchguard  and  Rosslare  Railways— Carry-  ; 
ing  oat  Undertaking  Embodied  in  j 
Agreement  ; 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, ; 
July  26,  1338/ 
Glebe  Loans  Act«— Profit  accrning  to  the  j 
Treasury,  Relaxation  of  Terms  of 
Loans  to  Borrowers,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- ! 
four,  July  16,  84. 
Greaghlone    Letter-box  —  Neglecting    to  : 
clear  ] 

Q.  Mr.  Daly  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
20, 668.  | 

Greeveguilla— Daily  Delivery  of  Letters  i 
proposed  . 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July  \ 
16,  80. 
Greystones— Removal  of  Gravel  from  Fore-  i 
shore,  etc  ; 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  79. 
High  Court  of  Justice,  Probate  Division- 
Annual  Account  of  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements   Presented,   July   19,   414, 
452. 

Home    Rule— "  Killing    Home    Rule   by 
Kindness  " 
0s.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

July  16,  174. 

Howth  Petty  Sessions  —  Prosecution    of 
Boatmen 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  As.  Mr  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Mr.  Hanbury,  July  24, 1061. 

Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  see  that  title. 

Intermediate  Education,  see  title  Educa- 
tion, Irish  Question. 

Intermediate    Education   Board    Clerks, 
Appointment  of,  etc.,  under  Inter- 
mediate Education  BUI 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1524. 

Judicial  Statistics,  Including   Grants  for 
Malicious  Injuries  in 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1521. 

Justice,  Administration— Refusing  Right 
of  Appeal  at  Monaghan  Petty  Sessions, 
see  title  Monaghan. 
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July  lG-^rf*  27. 

Ireland— aomL. 

Kilkemiy  Postal  ArraagesMBti 
Q.  Mr.  P.  CBriea;  J.  Ml  Ha! 
July  «?,  USX 

Kilteeran  Drum  and  Fife  Btsdft 

stratiosf — Potiee  Intsrfcratt 

Q.  Mr.  Hajden;  A.  Mr.G.W. 


Mr.  Harden; 
four,  July  23,  fi 


880. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Tenant*  cf-K 
Council  DiwqsjiHnrsfion 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;   A.  Mr.  G 

Bslfomr,  Jmiy  3S,  1357. 
t  Commission— /or  eoDeetJTc  u 


see  Land< 

Land  Purchase  under  Ashbourne  A 

Land  Acta,   1892,  1896-Ta 

Purchase,  Sinking  Fund,  etc 

Q.  Cant-   Donelan ;    A.  Mr.  \ 

Balfour,  July  24,  1061. 

Limavady  Postmastership  Appoint 

Q.  Mr.  A.  J.    Mocre;  A.  Mr. 

bury,  J**y  *7,  1523. 

limerick  Telegraph  Messengers— 1 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hi 

July2C,\Z£L 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensm; 
see  sub-heading  Public  House  h 

Listowel-Ballybunion  Railway— C 
Q.   Mr.  Flavin  ;    A.    Mr.    H 
July  16,  80. 

Listowel  to  Tarbert  Railway— R 
Deputation  with  a  view* 
Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
July  19,  478. 

Loan  Fund  Board  Report,  Insume 
Powers  to  Control  Open 
Loan  Fund  Societies  —  Lej 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
July  16,  83. 

Local  Government — Return  of  R 
Orders,  Laying  on  the  Tabl 
Q.  Mr.   M.   Healy ;    A.  Mr. 
Balfour,  July  20,  666. 

Local  Government  Returns — Po] 
Electorate,    Poor   Law    V; 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G. 
four,  July  239  878. 

Local  Taxation, /or  collective  h« 
that  title. 

Local    Taxation  Fund — Grants-i 
Asylums,     see     sub-heading 
Asylums. 

Londonderry  —  Magistracy,    Xui 
Roman  Catholics,  Protestai 
Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Moore;  A,  M 
Balfour,  July  27,  1520. 

Lunatic  Asylums,  Grants-in-aid— 
due  irom  the  Treasury  to  t 
Taxation  Fund 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde ;  A.   Mr 
Balfour,  July  27, 1521. 

Lunatic  Asylums  Board — Supple 
Estimate 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  M: 
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Malicious  Injuries,  Grants  for — Including 
.  *  details  in  future  Judicial  Statistics 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1521. 

Mayo  Assizes — Contempt  of  Court,  Case 
of  Mr.  W.  O'Brien 
Q.  Mr.   S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  666. 

Meath  County  Council — Staffordshire  Bye- 
Laws 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26, 1338. 

Militia— Irish     Regiments    in    England, 
Granting  Furlough  during  Harvest 
time 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  66. 

Monaghan,  see  that  title. 

Muldowney,  Convict —Remission  of  Sen- 
tence, proposed 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  20,  664. 

Muzzling  Regulations  in  Cork 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  27,  1522. 

National  Education,  see  title  Education — 
Irish  Questions. 

National  Gallery— Report  Presented,  July 
25 ,  1162;  July  26,  1268. 

National  School  Teachers,  see  that  title. 

Newbliss,  see  that  title. 

Paupers,  Deportation  of  Irish  Paupers — 
Case  of  J.  Jones 
Q.   Mr.   P.   O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  16,  78. 

Phoenix  Park,  see  title  Dublin. 

Poor  Law  Schools— Teachers'  Income, 
Direct  Grant  and  Contributory 
Unions 
Qs.  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  M.  Healy ; 
As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  26, 
1342. 

Poor  Rate  Deductions — Rights  of  Tenants, 
Inserting  Clause  in  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  July 
26,  1340. 

Post  Office  Questions,  for  collective  head- 
ing see  Post  Officer— Irish  Questions. 

Potato   Crop— Mr.    O'Sullivan's   Experi- 
ments with  Electrical  Conductors 
Q.   Mr.    Austin ;    A.   Mr.   Plunkett, 
July  26,  1340. 

Prisoners,    see    sub-heading     Names    of 
Prisoners 

Public  House  Licences,  New  Licences — 
Annual  Return,  proposed 
Qs.  Mr.  M.  Healy  ;   As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,    July    23,  879;   July  26, 
1337. 

Public  Records — Report  Presented,  July 
20,  588,  640. 

Queen's  Colleges 

Belfast — Report  Presented,  July  2f, 
988,1040. 
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Queen's  Colleges — cont. 

Cork— Report  for  Session  1899-1900 
with  Appendices,  Presented,  July 
18,  342 ;  July  19,  414. 

Queenstown,  Police  Landing  Regulations 
— Asking  American  Passengers  lor 
Name  and  Destination,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  20,  666. 

Railway  Amalgamation  Bill — Formation 
of  Tribunal' to  which  Traders  and 
Passengers  can  Appeal 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1339— see  also 
titles  of  Bills. 

Railways,  for  collective  heading  see  Rail- 
ways. 

Rating 

Adjustments — Rate  accrued  due  in 
past  years,  Exemption  of  Land- 
lords, Relieving  Occupiers  of 
portion  of  Rate 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  July  16,  82. 

Poor  Rate,  see  that  sub-heading, 
also  title  Local  Taxation. 

Rathfriland     Postmastership  —  Ap- 

etintment  of  Person  Residing  in 
ownpatrick  Street 
Q.   Mr.   Rentoul;   A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  17,  239. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply 

Illegal  Committal  of  Children  to 
Industrial  Schools,  Chief  Secre- 
tary's Circular,  etc.,  July  20t 
771,  777,  780. 

The  O'Connor  Don's  Approval  of 
the  Circular,  July  20,  772, 777. 

Limerick  Industrial  School  and 
the  Abbeyfeale  Children,  July 
20,  781. 

Vote  for,  July  20,  771. 

Rifle  Clubs,  Establishment  of,  proposed — 
Irish  Marksmen  at  Bislev 
Q.  Mr.   P.   O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  665. 

Roads — Traction  Engines,  use  of,  on  Pub- 
lie  Roads,  see  sub-heading  Traction  En- 
gines. 
Rossavalley  Tenantry — Purchase  of  Hold- 
ings, Interest  in  Lieu  of  Rent,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  26%  1336. 
Royal    Irish  Academy,  see   sub-heading 
Academy,  Royal  Irish. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  see  title  Con- 
stabulary. 

Royal  University — Account   of  Receipts, 
and  Expenditure  Presented,  July  27t 
1498. 
Sands',    J.,    Farm,    Police     Protection — 
Number  of  Police  employed,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  19,  478. 
Shebeens — Return    Presented,   July  23, 
848. 
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Shirt  Contracts  for  the  Army,  see  Army 
Questions. 

Sligo  and  Northern  Counties  Railway — 
Running:  Goods  Wagons  with  Pas- 
senger Trains,  Delays,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  23,  882. 

Sneem,  see  that  title. 

South  African  War— Cost  of  the  War, 
Amount  contributed  by  Ireland 
towards  Gross  Cost 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, July  23,  856;  0.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  July  27, 1637. 

Surveyors 

Assistant     Surveyor     of    Buildings, 
Appointment  of — Rejection  of 
Mr.  Carden,  successful  Candi- 
date 
Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  19, 475. 
County  and  Assistant  County  Sur- 
veyors devoting  whole  time  to 
their  Duties,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  483. 

Sutton-Howth  Tramway,  see  that  title. 

Sutton  to  Censure    Railway,  Method  of 
Construction,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,/^ 26,  1339. 

Tenancy     Contracts,     see     sub-heading 
Labourers'  Cottages. 

Tipperary  and  Limerick  Police — Medical 
Appointment,  Neglecting  to    Con- 
sult the  wishes  of  Police 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  474. 

Traction  Engines,  use  of,  on  Public  Roads 
— Expenditure  on  Coast  Road  be- 
tween Glenarm  and  Lame,  Legis- 
lation proposed,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  476. 

Trawling — Protection  of  Irish  Fisheries, 
Naval  Gun  Boats,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Power;  A.    Mr.   Plunkett, 
July  23,  885. 

Truck  Act  Prosecutions,  see  sub-heading 
Dungloe  Petty  Sessions. 

Ulster    Custom,    Case    of    Lindsay    v. 
Corry 
Q.  Mr.    S.  Young;   A.  Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  17,  237. 

Valentia  Harbour — Erection  of  Perch  or 
Buoy,  proposed — Lighthouse  Autho- 
rity, etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  23,  886. 

Volunteers — Formation    of     Irish    Regi- 
ments 
Q.   Mr.   P.   O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,065. 

Warden       Estate  —  National       School 
Teachers'  Residence  site 
Q.    Mr.    Flavin;    A.    Mi.   O.    \*. 
Balfour,  July  20, 662. 
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Water  Gas,  use  of,  in  Dublin,  see  title 
Dublin. 

Water  Supplies,  see  sub-heading  Clones. 

Workhouse  Dietary  Regulations 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1059. 

Workhouse  Schools,  set  sub-heading  Poor 
Law  Schools. 

Workhouses,  see  sub-heading,  Names  of 
Workhouses,  and  for  collective  heading 
see  title  Workhouses. 

Irish  Education  Bill 
c  2B.,  July  19,  526. 

Irish.  Education  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading,  July  19, 526. 
Board  of  Education— Commissioners' 
Power  over  Funds,  etc,  526. 

Small  Schools— Effect  of  the  Bill  on, 
527. 

Synod  of  the  Church  of  Ireland — Ob- 
jections to  the  Bill,  527. 

Teachers,  Payment  of— Teachers' 
Power  to  call  upon  the  Board  to 
show  that  Consolidated  Salary 
covers   present  remuneration,  528, 


Irish.  Eggs 

Russian  Eggs  Imported  to  Ireland — Ex- 
portation to  England  as  Irish  Eggs 
Qs.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  2$. 
Mr  Plunkett,  July  20,  670. 

Irish  Language 

Census  Returns 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  660. 

Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  20, 
675 — Division,  Ayes,  70 ;  Noes, 
102. 

Atkinson,  Dr.,  on,  689. 

Bilingual  Communities  in  various 
parts  of  Europe,  701. 

Bilingual  System,  Authorities  on, 
676,  677,  706,  729. 

Catholic  Bishops  of  Ireland  Reso- 
lution, 684. 

Chief  .Secretary's  opinion,    680, 


Gross,  Mr.  Edmond,  on,  688. 
National    Teachers     Association 

Resolution,  680. 
Number   of    Children    Speaking 

Irish  in  Primary  Schools,  679, 

683. 
Number  of   Children  unable  to 

Speak  a  word  of  English,  679, 

683,  706. 
Number  of  People  Speaking  Irish 

Language,  679,  683,  706,  73a 
O'Leary,  Father,  on,  681. 
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Irish  Language— con*. 

Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools — eont. 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply — cont. 
School  Managers'  Memorial  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  687. 

Starkie,  Dr.,  on,  677,  685,  688. 

Teaching  English  through 
Medium  of  Irish  Language, 
684,  686,  701. 

Welsh  Language,  689. 

Proposed  Motion  for  Adjournment  of 
the  House 
Os.  Mr.  T.  Redmond,  Mr.  Speaker, 
July  16,  93. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
July  19,  494,  501,  505,  506,  511,  518, 
621,  523. 

Ironclads 

Construction   of,   by   British    Firms   for 
China — Legislation 
Q.  Col.   Pilkington ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  23,  853. 

{see  also  Navy— Shipbuilding  Programme, 
etc) 

Isle  of  Man 

Teachers'  Superannuation — Legislation 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  16,  71. 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Super- 
annuation (Isle  of  Man)  Bill,  see 
that  title. 

Italy 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17, 192. 

Jamaica 

Cable  Communication — Want  of  Direct 
Communication   with  other  West 
Indian  Islands,  etc 
Q.     Mr.     Tomlinson ;    A.    Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain,  July  19, 464. 

Railway  Debentures  and  the  Income  Tax 
— Additional  Income  Tax  Deducted 
from  Dividends  Matured  before 
Jan.  24 
Q.  Mr.  Bartley;  A.  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  July  17, 231. 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord— Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  Bill,  2R.,  July  17, 195. 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity 
Bill,  3R.,  July  26,  1284. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  E.  [Clare,  W.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1132,  1134, 
1150,  1155,  1160. 

Irish  Language,  use  of  in  Irish  Schools 
in  place  of  English,  July  20,  732. 

Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  957,  959. 

West  Clare  Fishing  Industry,  Develop- 
ment of— Proposed  Grant,  July  24, 
1063. 
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Japan 

China — Anti-Foreign  Rising,  see  China. 

Jarrow  and  Hebbnrn  Electricity  Supply 
Bill 
/.  3R.*  July  16,2. 
c.  Lords  Amend  to.  *  July  20,  636. 

Jeffreys,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Hants,  N.] 

Attendance  at  School— Bye-laws  exempt- 
ing Children  Employed  in  Agriculture, 
July  23,  868. 

Jersey 

Elementary  School  Teachers'  Superannua- 
tion (Jersey)  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Foreign  Men-of-War  Manoeuvring  in  and 
out  of  Harbours 
Qs.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Araold-Forster ; 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  23,  863. 

Military  Garrison— Annual  Cost 

Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1305. 

Passenger  Steamer  Service 

Q.   Mr.  Lambert;   A.  Mr.    Ritchie, 
July  26,  1320. 

Johannesburg 

see  South  African  War. 

Joicey,  Sir  J.  [Durham,  Chester-le-Street] 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  974. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1081, 1088, 
1094,  1106. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  923. 

Jones,  J. 

Irish  Pauper— Deportation  to  Ireland 
Q.  Mr.  P.   O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  16,  78. 

Jones,  Mr.  D.  B.  [Swansea  District] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3R.,  July  19, 
550. 


Judges 

Contempt  of  Court,  Power  of  Committal, 
see  Contempt  of  Court. 

Jurymen 

Cork  Assizes— Selection  of  Jurymen 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  July 
23,  884. 

Exemption  on  Account  of  Deafness — Re- 
muneration for  Common  Jurymen, 

Q.  Mr.  Billson;  A.  Mr.  J.  Collings, 
July  17,  235. 

Justice.  Administration 

Ireland— Refusing     Right     of     Appeal, 
Monaghan  Petty  Sessions 
Q.  Mr  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  16, 81. 


Kay— Lab] 


Kay-Shuttleworth,    Bight    Hon.  Sir  U. 
[Lancashire,  Clitheroe] 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  Con.,  July  26, 
1291. 

Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships — Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  etc.,  July  17,  314 ; 
July  26,  1311. 

Kearley,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Devonport] 

Navy  Estimates,  Discussion,  July  17,  336. 

Kensington  Gardens 

Regulations  for  Closing 

Q.  Earl  Percy ;  A.  Mr.   A.  Douglas, 
July  27,  1513. 

Kent  Artillery  Volunteers 
Easter  Camp  Allowances 

Q.  Sir  F.  Evans  ;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  20,  648. 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  [Shropshire,  New- 
port] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3R.,  July  19, 
566. 

Kew  Gardens 

Expenditure  since  1890 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  19,  477 

Khartoum 

Barracks  for 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1533. 

Kilkenny 

Postal  Arrangements — Delivery  of  Letters 
in  the  Townlands  of  Boggan  and 
Blanchfieldboy 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,1333. 

Kilteevan 

Drum  and  Fife  Band  Demonstrations — 
Police  Interference 
Q.  Mr.   Hayden  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  23,  880. 

Kilworth 

Rifle    Range — Acquisition    of  Adjoining 
Land 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr    J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  23,  880. 

Kimber,  Mr.  H.  [Wandsworth] 

Johannesburg,  Resumption  of  Industrial 
Occupations,  July  27, 1500. 

South  African  War 

British  Medical  Comforts  for  the 
Boers  —  Treatment  of  British 
Prisoners,  July  27, 1502. 

Lindley  Disaster 

Inquiry  into  Surrender  of  Troops, 
etc.,  July  27,  1501. 

Treatment  of    Prisoners  by  the 
Boers,  July  27, 1609. 
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Kimberley,  Earl  of 


[W.* 


Shipping    (Liability  of  § 
md  Others)  BUI,  3b.,*M 


Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Conu,JA 
1484. 

China  —  Anti-Foreign  Rising,  Pia 
July  23,  796. 

Education  BUI,  2r.,  July  23,  823, 828,: 
831,  832. 

Indian  Expenditure — Report  of  & 
Commission,  July  20,  610. 

Merchant 
owners  and 
620  ;  July  26,  1273, 

Poor  Removal  Bill,  3R.,  July  19, 418, 

Reading  Clerkship  Vacancy,  Appoint: 
of  Legal  Assistant,  etc.,  JulySL 
1023. 

Strength  and  Organisation  of  Hom< 
fences,  July  27,  1475. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b., 
19,  425. 


Kingscourt,  Keady  and  Armagh  Bai 
Bill 
/.  Report  from    Committee  of   Selc 
July  16,3;  July  17,  191. 

Report  from  Select  Committee  an 
committed,  July  19,  411. 

Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  20, 

Kinnaird,  Lord 

Indian  Irrigation  Works,  Expenditi 
etc.,  July  23,  834. 


Koornspruit  Disaster 

see  South  African  War. 

"Kowshing" 

Loss  of,  Claims — Arbitration 

Q.  Sir  M.  Stewart ;  A.  Mr.  Brc 
July  26,  1315. 


Kumassi 

see  Ashanti- 


-Coomassie 


Laboratory 

Marine  Biological  Association,  see 
title. 

Labouchere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

Business  of  the  House  — Abandoom- 
Bills,  Discussion  in  Com.  of  Suppb 
July  16,  108. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1071 
1117, 1119,  1120. 

Palace  of  Westminster,  Works  D 
ment — Employees'  Holiday  Grie 
July  16,  76. 

Postmen — Straw  Hats  for,  July  26, 

South  African  War — Attack  on  5 
MUner  and  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  I 
ment  after  the  War,  Punishm< 
Rebels,  etc.*  July  25v  12lfl. 
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Labour 

Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co.'s, 
Messrs.,  Manchester  Works— 
Joiners*  Wages,  Breach  of  Fab- 
Wages  Resolution,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Woods ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  26,  1308. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Dispute,  see  that 
title. 

Wages— Local     Authorities     Contracts, 
Return  Presented,  July  24,  1040. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Tenants  of— District    Council   Disquali- 
fication, Test  case 
Q.  Sir  W.   Foster;   A.   Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1337. 

Lady  smith 

see  South  African  War. 

Lambert}  Mr.  G.  [Devon,  South  Molton] 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3b.,  July  19, 

638. 
Food  Preservatives 

Date  of  Issue  of  Departmental  Com- 
mittee Report,  etc.,  July  26, 1316, 
1317. 
Postponement  of  Prosecutions,  July 
27,  1517. 
Jersey 

Foreign  Men-of-War  Manoeuvring,  in 
and   out   of   Harbours,    July   28, 
863. 
Military  Garrison — Annual  Cost,  July 
26,  1305. 
Local  Taxation — Report  of  Royal  Com- 
mission, July  23,  887. 
Prison-made    Goods    Act  —  Seizures    of 

Foreign  Goods,  July  23,  872. 
South  African  War — Transport  Officers, 


SESSION  1900.  [Lab— Lan 

July  16— July  27. 

Lancashire  Volunteer  Regiments 

Engineer  Corps,  Formation  of,  proposed 
Qs.    Sir   J.   W.    Maclure;    As.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  649 ;  July  26, 


Rewards 
857. 


and    Distinctions,    July   23, 


Lambeth 

Pauper  Children,  Establishment  of   Re- 
ceiving Home — Local  Government 
Board  suggestion 
Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
24,  1053. 

Lambeth  Water  Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  17,  190. 

c.  Lords  Amend ts.*  July  28,  845. 

Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast 
Railway  Bill 

I.  3B.*  July  17,  189. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23,  845. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill 
e.  Can.*  and  3r.*  July  16,  53. 
I.  IB.*  July  16,  3. 
2B.*  July  20,  586. 
Committed,  July  23,  786. 
Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 

July  23,  788  ;  July  24,  987. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  27, 
1449. 
Standing  Orders,  July  19,  409. 
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1305. 

Travelling     Expenses  —  Supplementary 
Grant,  etc. 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  860. 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  23,  786. 


Lancaster,  Duchy  of 

Chancellor — Rt.   Hon. 
Hereford. 


Lord  James    of 


Lance  Exhibition 

Cartwright's,    Sergeant,   Performance  — 
Claim 
Q.  Mr.  P.  Pease ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  16,  67. 

Land 

Military  Lands,  see  that  title. 

Land  Acts,  Ireland 

Ashbourne  Act  and  Land  Acts,  1892,  1896, 
Purchases  under — Terms    of    Pur- 
chase, Sinking  Fund,  etc. 
Q.  Captain  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1061. 

Land  Charges  Bill 

/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  19,  435. 

Land  Commission,  Ireland 

Advances  under  Act  of  1891 -—Return  Pre- 
sented, July  27, 1458,  1498. 

Belfast — Increases  of  Rent,  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner O'Brien's  Statement,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.   Young;    A.  Mr.   G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  82. 

Cork  Sittings 

Delay  in  hearing  Fair  Rent  Appeals 
Q.  Mr.  M.  fiealy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1062. 

Place  of  next  Sitting,  Number  of  Cases 
Unheard,  etc. 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mr.  G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1522. 

Dublin — Ulster  Custom,  Case  of  Lindsay 
v.  Cony 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  17,  237. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act 

Eviction    Notices,    Number   of — Return 
Presented,  July  19,  414,  453. 

Land  Question 

India,  see  India— Lamd. 

Land  Registry 

Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Payments  Pre- 
sented, July  19,  414, 452. 


Lan— Lew] 

Land  Revenue,  India 
see  India. 


Land  Revenue  Records 

Rules  as  to  Inspection  by  the  Public 

Q.  Mr.   Woods;   A.  Sir   R.   Finlay, 
July  26,  1323. 


Languages 

Bilingual  System  of  Instruction 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  20, 
675. 
Irish  Language,  see  that  title. 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of— Secretary  of  State 

for  War 

Attack  on,  see  War  Office— Adminis- 
tration. 

Australian  Reserve  Forces,  Proposed  En- 
rolment of  Colonial  Naval  Reserve,  etc., 
July  19,  441. 

Horses — Supply  of  Remounts,  Lesson  of 
the  South  African  War,  etc,  July  17, 
206. 

Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Bill, 
Com.,  July  16,  36. 

Militia  —  Re-organisation,  Regulations 
with  reference  to  Volunteering  for 
Foreign  Service,  etc.,  July  26, 1286. 

Reorganisation  of  the  Army  and  Recon- 
struction of  the  War  Office,  July  17, 199, 
206. 

South  African  War 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements 
— Committee  of  Inquiry,  July  19, 
449. 
Medals — Colonial    Troops,    Separate 
Medal  rumour,  July  26,  1289. 
Strength    and     Organisation    of    Home 
Defences,  July  27,  1472. 

Tents,  Supply  of,  etc,  July  17,  206. 
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Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth] 

South  African  War 

Boer  Women,  Expulsion  of,  from  Pre- 
toria, July  24,  1044. 

Martial  Law,  Arrest  of  Mr.  J.  Botha 
in  Cape  Colony,  July  16,  63. 

Protest  Against  the  Policy  of  the 
Government,  etc.,  July  25, 1172. 


Laundry  Prosecution 

Sheffield— War    Office 
Laundry 
Q.  Mr.   Tennant ;    A. 
Ridley,  July  23,  875. 


Contract     with 
Sir    M.     W. 


Laurie,  Gen.  J.  W.  [Pembroke  and  Haver- 
fordwest] 
Army  Promotion  Board — Constitution  and 
Functions,  July  26,  1307,  1308. 

Law  Courts 

see  High  Court  of] Justice. 

Lawlessness  in  the  Church 
see  Ritualism. 


Lawrence,  Mr.   W. 

cromby] 


F.    [Liverpool,  Aber- 


Lea,  Sir  T.  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Companies  BUI,  Con.,  July  24, 1080.  H30. 

Lecky,  Rt.  Hon,  W.  E.  H.  [Dublin  Uni- 
versity] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  2e., 
July  19,  601. 

Irish  Education  Bill,  2b.,  July  19, 531. 

Lee  Conservancy  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amend ts.*  July  16,  53. 

Leicesters 

Volunteer    Battalion,      1st — Insufficient 
Supply  of  Rifles 
Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24, 1048. 

Leighton,  Mr.  8.  [Shropshire,  Oswestry] 
Business  of  the  House— Diocesan  Records 
Bill,  July  16,  98. 

Letter  Pillar  Boxes 

Metropolis— Number  in  East  Central  Dis- 
trict,   Number    divided  into    two 
Compartments,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Cohen ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
16,  75. 

Letters 

Excess  Charge  on  Unstamped  Letters- 
Number  of  Charges,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Duckworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  23,  871. 

(see  also  Post  Office.) 


Niger  Coast  Protectorate— Spirit  Import 
Duties,  July  23,  867. 


Pauper     Children — Regulation 
Boarding  out  Defective  and  E 


against 
puei: 
Children"  in  same  home  mth   ri 


Children,  July  17, 236. 


eptic 


Level  Crossings 

Clones — Report  of  Inspector 
Q.    Mr.     Macaleese;     A. 
Collings,  July  17,  239. 


Mr.     J. 


S8 


Lewis,  Island  of 

Insanitary   Condition — Erection    of    Iso- 
lation   Hospitals,    Enforcing    Pro- 
visions of  Public  Health  Act,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
July  16,  77. 

Road   between    Cromore   and    Graver — 
Delay  in  Construction 
Q.    Mr.    Caldwell;    A.    Mr.    A.   G. 
Murray,  July  23,  876. 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs] 

k^t\j\Wre>.\  \ta\&x^  B\1L>  3R.,  July  19, 


\ 
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[Lew— Llo 


Lewis,  Mr.  J.  *EL—cont. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  National  Schools 

in  place  of  English,  July  20,  712. 
Military  Lands  Bill,  2R.,  July  2 3,  907. 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 

980. 
Tithe    Rent-charge    (Ireland)    Bill    3b., 

July  16,  126  ;  Re-coin.,  July  16,  1,19. 

Liberal  Party  Leadership 

South  African  War  and  the  Liberal  Party 
—Sir  C.  Reid's  Declaration  and  Mr. 
Balfour's  Comments,  July  25, 1243. 

Libraries 

Public  Libraries  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Sale)  (Scot- 
land) Bill 

Petition,  July  25, 1162. 

Light  Railways 

Orders  Presented,  July  20,  588,  639. 
(see  also  titles  of  Bills.) 

Limavady 

Postmastership  Appointment 

Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.   Han- 
bury,  July  27,  1523. 

Limerick 

Constabulary  —  Medical   Appointments 
Neglecting  to  consult  wishes  of  the 
Police 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19, 474. 

Industrial  School— Case  of  the  Abbeyf eale 
Children 
0.  Mr.  Austin,  July  20,  781. 

Telegraph     Messengers  —  Payment     for 
Messages  delivered 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26, 1332. 

Lindley  Disaster 

see  South  African  War. 

Lindsay  v.  Corry 

Dublin  Land  Commission— Ulster  Custom, 
Judge's  Decision,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  S.  Young;   A.   Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour  July  17, 237. 

Liquor   Traffic   and    Liquor    Licensing 
Laws 

Niger  Coast  Protectorate — Amount  of 
Spirits  Imported  in  1898  and  1899, 
Duties  paid  on  Stocks  by  Native 
Traders,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  28,  867. 

Public    House   Licences,    Ireland,    New 
Licences,  etc. — Annual  Return 
Qs.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,   July  23,    879;   July   26, 
1337. 

3$ 


Liquor    Licensing 


Liquor   Traffic   and 
Laws— cont. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Bill,  and  Sunday  Closing  (Monmouth- 
shire) Bill,  see  those  titles. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
Bills,  see  their  titles. 

Shebeens,  Ireland  —  Return  Presented, 
July  23,  848. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill 
BUI  Withdrawn,  July  23,  888. 

Listowel 

Police  Protection  of   J.   Sands'    Farm- 
Number  of  Police  Employed,  Cost, 
etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Flavin;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  478. 

Railway  to  Ballybunion — Cost 

Q.  Mr.   Flavin ;    A.   Mr.    Hanbury, 
July  16,  80. 

Railway  to  Tarbert— Receiving  Deputa- 
tion with  a  view  to  giving  Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.   Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  19,  478. 

Liverpool 

Naval    Recruiting  —  Further     Facilities 
proposed 
Q.     Mr.     C.     M'Arthur;     A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  24,  1049. 

Postal  Staff  Promotion  of  Clerk  to  be 
Superintendent  —  Placing  Postal 
and  Telegraphic  Branches  on  an 
Equality 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  655. 

Telegraphists — Promotion  of  No.  34  on 
the  Seniority  List 
Q.   Mr.  M'Ghee;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  17,  233. 

Liverpool  Corporation  Bill 
/.  ZR.*  July  27,  1450. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Railway  Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  20,  636. 
3R.*  July  25,  1161. 
/.  Commons  Amend ts.*  July  26,  1267. 

Lloyd-George,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon,  etc.] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3R.,  July  19, 
569. 

Business  of  the  House,  Winding-up  the 
Business  of  the  Session— Private  Mem- 
bers' Grievance,  etc.,  July  16,  105. 

South  African  War 

Attack  on  Mr.  Chamberlain,  July  25, 

1199. 
British  Forces,  Reinforcements — Sta- 
tistics, July  20,  646. 

British  Prisoners  at  Pretoria— Treat- 
ment, July  20,  646. 


Loa— Loc] 


Loan  Fund  Board,  Ireland 

Report — Powers  not  sufficient  to  control 
Operations  of  Loan  Fond  Societies 
—-Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  16,  83. 
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July  16— July  27. 

Local   Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill 
/.  Com.  and  Rep.*  July  26, 1288. 
3B.*  July  27,  1457. 


Loans 

Glebe  Loans  Acts,  see  that  title. 

Public  Works  Loans  Board,  see  that  title. 

Local  Authorities 

Contracts— Conditions,  Wages,  etc.,  Re- 
turn Presented,  July  24, 1040. 

Members  of,  at  the  Front,  Loss  of  Office, 
etc. — Members  of  Local  Authorities 
Relief  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Local  Government  Act  (1888)  Amendment 
(London)  Bill 
c.  1R.*  July  17,  241. 

Local  Government  Board 

President— Rt.  Hon.  H.  Chaplin. 
Parliamentary   Secretary — Mr.    T    W. 
Russell. 

Dorking — Supplying   Dorking  Advertiser 
with  Letter  addressed  to  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council 
Q.  Mr.  Cubitt;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
16,  73. 

Local  Government,  Ireland 

Rate  Adjustments — Rate  accrued  due  in 
past  years,  Exemption  of  Landlords 
— Relieving  Occupiers  of  Portion  of 
Rate 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  82. 

Return  of  Rules  and  Orders — Laying  on 
the  Table 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  20,  666. 

Returns  —  Population,   Electorate,    Poor 
Law  Valuation,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  23,  878. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  2^.*  July  26, 1448. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill 

c.  2B*  July  26,  1448. 

Local  Government    Provisional    Orders 

(No.  1)  Bill 
/.  Com.*  July  16,  4. 

Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  17,  191. 

Zr.*  July  19,  412. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23,  846. 

Local   Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill 
/.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  26,  4. 
3n.*  July  17, 191. 

60 


Local   Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill 

/.  2R.*  July  16,  5. 
Committed,  July  16,  7. 
Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 

July  19, 413. 
Committed  to  Committee  of  the  whole 

House,  July  23,  786. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  27,  1457. 

Local   Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill 

/.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  16,  5. 
3B.*  July  17,  191. 


Lecal   Government 
(No.  9)  Bill 


Provisional   Orders 


/.  2B*  July  16,  5. 
Committed,  July  16,  7. 
Report  from  Committee  of    Selection,. 

July  19,  413  ;  July  23,  788. 
Reported   without  Amend t,  July  24, 

985. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  26, 1268. 
3*.*  July  27,  1*5*1. 


Local   Government 
(No.  10)  Bill 


Provisional    Orders. 


/.  2b.*  July  16,  5. 

Committed    to   a    Committee 

whole  House,  July  16,  7. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  17,  190. 
3B.*  July  19,  412. 


of    the 


Local   Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill 
/.  2b.*  July  16,  5. 
Committed    to    a    Committee   of    the 

whole  House,  July  16,  7. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  17,  190. 
3B.*  July  19,  412. 

Local   Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill 
/.  2b.*  July  16,  5. 
Committed   to   a   Committee   of     the 

whole  House,  July  17,  190. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  26,  1268. 
3B.*  July  27,  1457. 
Standing  Orders,  July  16, 1. 

Local    Government   Provisional   Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill 
/.2b.*  July  16,  b. 
Committed  to   a    Committee   of    the 

whole  House,  July  16,  7. 
Com.*  and  Reg.*  July  17,  190. 
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Local    Government   Provisional    Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  16,6. 

Committed,  July  17, 190. 

Report  from  Committee    of   Selection 

July  19,  413  ;  July  23,  788. 
Reported    without  Amendt.*  July  24, 

985. 
Cow.*  and  Rep.  July  26,  1268. 
3R.*  July  27,  1457. 

Standing  Orders,  July  16, 1. 

Local  Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  15)  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  16,6. 
Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

House,  July  16,  7. 
Com.*  July  27,  1457. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Order 
(Housing  of  the  Working  Classes) 
Bill 
/.  2B.*  July  16,  6. 
Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

House,  July  16,  7. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  17,  190. 
3r.*  July  19,  412. 

Local   Government    Provisional    Order 
(Housing  of  the  Working  Classes) 
(No.  2)Bill 
/.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  19,  413. 

Local   Government    Provisional   Orders 
(Ireland)  (No.  3)  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  16,  6. 
Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  19,  412. 
3B.*  July  20,  587. 

Local   Government    Provisional   Orders 
(Ireland)  (No.  4)  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  16,6. 
Com.*  July  24,  987. 

Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  26, 1268. 
ZK.*  July  27,  1457. 

Local    Government    Provisional   Orders 
(Ireland)     (Housing    of    Working 
Classes)  Bill 
I.  2r.*  July  16,  6. 

Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  19,  412. 
3R.*  July -20,581. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Ireland)  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes  (No.  2)  Bill 

/.  2R.*  July  16,  6. 
Com.*  July  19,  412. 
SB..*  July  20,  587. 

Local    Government   Provisional   Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill 
J.  Com*  and  Rep.*  July  16,  5. 
3B.*  July  17,  191. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
Bills 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  July  16,  5. 
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Local  Taxation 

Didshury  Voluntary  School  Rate,  Applying 
for,  on  same  Demand  Note  as  roor 
and  General  District  Rate,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Williams ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
July  26,  1317. 

Equalisation  of  Rates  Act  —  Accounts 
under  Section  I,  etc. — Return  Ordered, 
July  96,  1298. 

Ireland 

Belfast  Rates— Public  Health  Charge, 
Liability  of  Occupiers 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  16,  84. 

Dublin  Rates,  Equalisation  of,  etc. — 
Recommendations  of  Joint 
Committee  on  Dublin  Cor- 
poration Bill,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  23,  886. 

Poor  Rate  Deductions 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  26,  1340. 

Rate  Adjustments,  Rate  accrued  due 
in  past  years— -Exemption  of 
Landlords,  Relieving  Occupiers 
of  portion  of  Rate 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeiJl ;  A.  Mr.  G.W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  82. 

Returns  Presented,  July  18, 343 ;  July 
19,  414. 

Report  of  Royal  Commission 

Q.  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, July  23,  887. 

Returns,  Delay  in    Printing  and  Circu- 
lating 
Q.   Mr.   Channing  ;    A.   Mr.   T.  W. 
Russell,  July  27,  1514. 

Local  Taxation  Fund 

Grants-in-aid  to  Irish  Lunatic  Asylums — 
Amount  due  from  the  Treasury 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  27, 1521. 

Leckhart,  Sir  W. 
Death  of 

O.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  26, 1364. 

Lodgers'  Franchise 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  BUI,  July  17,  194,  195. 

London 

City  of  London— Finances  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, Chamberlain's  Report, 
July  27,  1458,  1498. 

Sentry  Duty — Number   of   Men  de- 
tailed for  Guards  and  Sentry- 

Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  19,  462. 

London  (Clerkenwell  and  Holborn)  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill 
1.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  17, 191. 
3R.*  July  19,  413. 
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London  County  Council 

Piccadilly,  Widening — Obtaining  Strip  of 
Green  Park,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Coghill,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  Douglas,  July  24, 1059. 
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July  16— July  27. 

London  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill 
e.  Con.*  July  16,  53. 


London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill 

/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  27, 1449. 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill 
I.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  20,  586. 
3R.*«7Wy£&986. 

London  County  Tramways  (No.  1)  Bill 
I.  Report  from  Committee  of   Selection, 
July  16,  3 ;  July  17, 192. 

London  County  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill 
/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  16,  3 ;  July  17, 191. 

Report  from   Select    Committee  with 
Amendts.,  July  24,  985. 

London  (Equalisation  of  Bates)  Act,  1894 
Accounts  under  Section    I.   (7)— Return 
Ordered,  July  26, 1298. 

London  (Poplar)  Provisional  Order  Bill 
I.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  17, 191. 
3R.*  July  19,  413. 


London  (St.  Luke)  Provisional  Order  Bill 
/.  2R.*  July  19,  412. 

Com*  and  Rep.*  July  20,  587. 

3R.*  July  25,788. 
Standing  Orders,  July  17,  189. 

London    (St.    Marylebone)     Provisional 
Order  Bill 

/.  1R.*  July  16,  5. 

2r.*  July  24,  987. 
Standing  Orders,  July  20,  585. 

London  School  Board 

Application   for  Recognition   as  Higher 
Elementary  Schools,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
27,  1516. 
Audit    Case— Delay   in    Submitting   to 
Queen's  Bench 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Cecil;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  28,  870. 

Rehousing   Schemes — Proposed  *  Erection 
of  Dwellings  in  Parnell  Road,  Bow, 

Q.   Mr.  Pickersrill ;  A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  16,  73. 

Science  and  Art  Instruction— Duplicate 
Registration  of  Attendance 
Q.  Mr.   E.   Cecil;   A.   Sir  J.   Gorst, 
July  24, 1057. 


3R.*  July  19,  450. 
I.  Commons    Amendts.*  July   20,   586 ; 
July  26,  1265. 

London  (Sonthwark)  Provisional  Order 

Bill 
I.  2R.*  July  19,  412. 

Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  20,  587. 

3R.*  July  23,  788. 
Standing  Orders,  July  17, 189. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  20, 
585. 

London,  Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest 
Railway  BilL 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  19,  450. 

London,  Walthamstow,  and  Eroing  Forest 
Railway  (Abandonment)  sill 

c.  Reported    without  Amend t,  July  18* 
341. 
Examiner's   Certificates    Referred    to 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  July  19, 
409. 
Con.*  and  3R.*  July  23,  845. 
L  in.*  July  23,  781. 

2R.*  July  27,  1449. 
Standing  Orders,  July  23,  785 ;  July  26, 
1265. 

London  Water  Supply 
see  Water  Supply. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill 
L  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  20, 
585. 
3R.*  July  24,  986. 

London   and   North   Western  Railway 
(Wales)  Bill 
I.  Report  from  Select  Committee  and  Bill 
Committed,  July  17,  189. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  19,  409. 
3R.*  July  24,  986. 

London  and  San  Francisco  Bank  Bill 

c  Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  17* 
216. 
3R.*  July20,G36. 

London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill 
l.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  19,  409. 

3R.*  July  23,  786. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  27,  1495. 

Londonderry,   Marquess  of  —  Postmaster 

General 
Post  Office  Sites  Bill,  2R.,  July  27, 1478. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Juhr 

19,432. 

Long,  Col. 

Tugela  Engagement,  see   South-  African 
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Long,  Col.  C.  W.  [Worcestershire,  Evesham] 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1068. 

Lord  Advocate 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Lord  Chancellor 
Earl  of  Halsbnry. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
Lord  Ashbourne. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Earl  Cadogan. 

Lord  Privy  Seal 

Viscount  Cross. 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1125>  1131, 
1136,  1142,  1156. 

Imitation  of  County  Court  Process  Bill, 
2*.,  July  23,  976. 

London  School  Board — Application  for 
Recognition  as  Higher  Elementary 
Schools,  etc.,  July  27,  1516. 

Lowe,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Birmingham,  Edgbaston] 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1136* 

Lowles,  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Haggerston] 
Colonial  Stock  Bill,  2r.  July  23,  974. 

IiOWther,    Bt.   Hon.    J.  W.— Chairman  of 

Committees  [Cumberland,  Penrith] 
Amendment  out  of  Order— Amendment  to 

impose  fresh  Charge  upon  the  Taxpayer, 

July  28,  965. 
Amendments— Moving  Amendment  before 

Clause  had  been  read  a  Second  Time, 

July  16,  138. 
Irrelevant   Observations,  July   16,    186; 

July  23,  936,  942,  943,  953,  957. 

Luggage 

Excess  Charges 

Laying  Correspondence  on  the  Table 
Q.     Mr.     Trevelyan;     A.     Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  20,  653. 

Free   Luggage — Increased   Scale   al- 
lowed by  Midland  Company,  etc. 
Qs.  Sir.  C.  Gull,  Mr.  Trevelyan  ; 
As.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July  16,  74. 

Lunacy  Bill 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16, 188. 

0.  Mr.  Pickersgill,  July  16,  98. 

Lunacy,  Board  (Scotland)  (Salaries,  etc.) 

c  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  18,  402. 

Con.  and  3R.*  July  19,  583. 
/.  1R.*  July  20,  589. 

2R.  July  24,  1010. 

Com.*  and  Rep*  July  26, 1284. 
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Lunatic  Asylums 
Ireland 

Grants-in- Aid— Amount  due  from  the 
Treasury  to  the  Local  Taxation 
Fund 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde ;   A.  Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  July  27,  1521. 
Lunatic  Asylums  Board— Supplemen- 
tary Estimate 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;   A.  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach,  July  27, 1520. 
Monaghan  Asylum  Works 

Qs.  Mr.  Daly ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19, 480 ;  July  20y 
660. 

Lurgan,  Lord 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill, 
2R.,  July  23,  790. 

Lyddite  Shells 

Picric  Acid,  Plant  for  the  Manufacture- 
Sufficient  to  meet  strain  of  Naval 
War  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham* 

July  17, 226. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  17,  336. 

Macaleese,  Mr.  D.  [Monaghan,  NJ 

Belfast   Rates— Public    Health    Charge,, 

Liability  of  Occupiers,  July  16,  84. 
Clones  Level  Crossing  and  Platform — In- 
spector's Report,  July  17,  239. 
Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  3rd,  at  Cowshott 
Manor   Camp— Call    to  Volunteer  for 
Service  in  South  Africa,  July  19,  460 1 
July  23,  858. 
Irish  National  School  Teachers'  Income — 
Memorandum  as   to  Provisional  Pay- 
ments, etc.,  July  ££,1341. 
Monaghan     Petty     Sessions — Right     of 
Appeal  denied  to  M*Guigan  and  Hughes, 
Mitigation  of  Sentence,  proposed,  July} 
16,  81. 
Newbliss 

Delivery  of  Telegrams  by  Girls,  Julu 

27,  1523. 
Postman  attending  Orange  Demon- 
stration at  Clones,  July  24, 1063. 
Post  Office — Late  Postmistress   Re- 
siding in  Post  Office,  etc.,  July  19, 
473. 
Traction  Engines  on  Public  Roads,  etc.. 
July  19,  476. 

M'Arthur,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 
Mersey,  Placing  Port  Guardship  in,  pro- 
posed—Recruiting at  Liverpool,    etc. 
July  24,  1049. 

Macartney,  Mr.  W.  E.  [Antrim,  S.  J 

China,  Anti-Foreign  Rising  —  British 
Marine  Guards,  Names  of  Officers  and 
Men,  July  19,  454. 

Coal  Emergency  Contracts 

Alteration  of  Conditions,  July  17, 227. 
Manoeuvres,  Separate  Contracts  for  - 

Coal  Supply  for  South  Africa  and 

China,  July  20,  650.. 


Vol.  86.] 


SESSION   1900. 
July  IQ—July  27. 


[Mac  -Mar 


JlacNeill,  Mr.  B.-cont. 

-   South  African  War — cont. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements — 
Commission  of  Inquiry— cont. 
Cunningham,  Professor,  Appoint- 
ment of,  July  16,  61. 
Harrison,  Mr.,  Appointment  of — 
Member     of     Army    Railway 
Council,  July  23,  855. 
Powers  to  enforce  attendance  of 

Witnesses,  etc.,  July  24,  1042. 
Warrant    of    Prime    Minister — 
Statutory  Commission,  July  26, 
1299,  1300. 
Invalided  Officers  and  Men— Number 
invalided  Home,  Number  of  Deaths, 
etc.,  July  19,  460. 
Johannesburg— Court  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate Tribunal,  etc.  Julyl9,4Ql. 
Koornspruit  Disaster,  Officer  Respon- 
sible  for  failure  to  Communicate 
with  Col.  Broadwood,VttJy  27, 1500. 
Royal  Irish  Rifles— Command,  July 

27,  1503. 
Surrender   of  British  Troops,  etc. — 

Courts  of  Inquiry,  July  27,  1504. 
Tugela    Engagement  —  Non-  publica- 
tion  of   CoL  Long's  Explanation, 
July  20,  645. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Re-com., 
July  16,  142 ;  3r.,  July  16,  119,  175. 

War  Office— "  Hot-bed  of  Favouritism," 
July  27,  1630. 

Machinery 

Naval  Shipbuilding— Mr.  Goschen's  State- 
ment, July  17,  241. 

MaflflgftftflflT 

French  Import  Duties,  Increase  of — In- 
fraction of  British  Trade  Rights, 
Rei  

rick,  July  19,  463. 


Reply  to  Representations 
Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 


Maddison,  Mr.  F.  [Sheffield,  Brightside] 
Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1069. 
Indian  Budget — Imperial  Grant  in  aid  of 

the  Famine,  etc.,  July  26,  1435. 
Sooth  African  War— Number  of  men  in 

Hospital     from     causes     other     than 

Wounds,  July  23,  858. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  939, 956. 

Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Bail  Regulations,  see  that  title. 
Deny  Magistrates,  see  Londonderry. 

Australian  Mails— Delay  in  transit  from 
Naples  to  London,  Liability  of  Con- 
tinental Railway  Companies,  etc. 

Q.   Mr.   Hogan;    A.    Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  16,  70. 
Devon,     North  — Night     Mail     Service 
Delays,    Improvement    of     Train 
Service,  etc. 

0.  Sir  C.  Gull ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
*>,6S7. 
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Mails — cont. 

Dundoran— Delay   in    Day   Mails    from 
Dublin 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1334. 

India  and  Australia,  Delay  in  Despatch  of 
Mails  to 
Q.  Mr.    Hogan ;  A.    Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  16,  69. 

Malicious  Injuries 

Ireland  —  Grants,    including   in    Future 
Judicial  Statistics 
Q.   Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1521. 

Malta 

Dock  Accommodation  for  Naval  Ships — 
New  Works 
Os.  Viscount  Sidmouth,  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  Earl  Spencer,  July  17,  207. 

Manchester 

Armstrong.  Whitworth,  and  Co.,  Messrs., 
Works — Joiners1  Wages,  Breach  of 
Fair  Wages  Resolution,  etc 
Q.     Mr.     Woods;    A.     Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  July  26,  1308. 

Manchester,  Bishop  of 

Educational  Grants — Differential  Treat- 
ment in  Urban  and  Rural  Schools, 
July  24, 1028. 

Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
c.  Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  27, 1496. 

Mandeville,  Mr.  [Tipperary,  S.] 
Cahir  Post  Office,  July  26,  1332. 

Manoeuvres 

Naval  Manoeuvres  of  1899,  see  Navy — 
Boilers,  etc. 

Manuscripts 

Celtic  Manuscripts,  see  that  title. 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  see 
that  title. 

Maps 

Geological  Survey  Maps,  Limited  Sale  of, 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July 
23,  869. 

Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  17,  215. 
3R.#  July  20,  636. 
1.  Commons  Amend  ts.*  July  23, 787 ;  July 
££,985. 

Marine  Biological  Association 

Board  of  Trade  Consulting  with  reference 
to  Fishery  Questions 
Q.  Mr.   Price;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July 
26, 1319. 

3  B.  «&  \wrf.. 
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Marine  Biological  Association— cont. 

Plymouth  Laboratory — Investigation  into 
Fish  Questions 
Q.  Mr.  Price  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  $6, 
1319. 

Stockholm     Conference — Consulting    the 
Marine  Biological  Association 
Q.  Mr.  Price ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July 
26,  1320. 

Marines,  Royal 

Officers'  Clothing— Hot  Weather  Uniform 
Q.     Mr.     Arnold-Forster ;    A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  28,  863. 

Peking  Legation — British  Marine  Guard, 
see  China — Anti-Foreign  Rising,  etc. 

Market  Weighton  Drainage  and  Naviga- 
tion Bill 
I.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  19,  409. 
3R>  July  26,  1266. 

Marks,   Mr.    H.    H.   [Tower  Hamlets,  St. 

George's] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1075, 1091, 
1104,  1106, 1108,  1121,  1133,  1148. 


Marriage 
Act    of 
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July  lG—July  27. 

Mayo  Assizes 

Contempt   of   Court — Case    of   Mr. 


1898— Number  of  Registered 
Buildings,  Number  of  Marriages,  etc. — 
Return  Presented,  July  25,  1162. 


Martial  Law  in  South  Africa 
see  South  African  War. 

Martin,  Private 

Death  of,  at  Bloemfontein— Delay  in  Noti- 
fying to  Relatives 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
/  ham,  July  16,  66. 

Massey-Mainwaring,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.  [Fins- 
bury,  Central] 

Chelsea  Hospital  Gardens— Hours  of 
Closing,  July  16,  67. 

Public  Galleries,  Sunday  Opening — Sale 
of  Catalogues,  July  16,  86. 

Massy,  Lord 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill, 
2R.,  July  23,  794. 

Mather,  Mr.  W.  [Lancashire,  Rossendale] 

Education  —  Consultative  Committee, 
Constitution  and  Functions  of,  July  2$, 
869. 

Water- tube  Boilers  and  Naval  Ships,  July 
17,  321. 


Mauritius 

Barracks  for— Mr.Wyndham'a  Statement, 
July  27,  1533. 

British  Central  Africa  Rifles,  Misconduct 
of— Laying  Papers  on  the  Table 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gun  Ion  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham-  j 
berlain,  Jufy  20,651.  ^ 
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W. 
O'Brien 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,666. 

Mayo,  Earl  of 

County  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill,  Cam.,  July 
16,40. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill, 
2r.,  July  23,  789— Fisheries  Inspector's 
Report,  July  23,  841. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  422,  430 ;  Com.,  July  2%,  841 ; 
Rep.,  July  26, 1277,  1282. 

Medals 

South  African  War,  see  that  title. 


Medical  Act  (1858)  Extension  Bill 
c.  lR.*  July  20t  673. 

Medical  Arrangements  in  South  Africa 
see   South   African   War — Hospital  ami 
Medical  Arrangements. 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
see  Army. 

Mediterranean  Fleet 

Cruises,  Nature  and  Extent  of,  Sea-train- 
ing, etc.— Admirals'  Reports 
C-  Sir  J.  Colomb  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,  1048. 

Training   of   Officers  —  Amount   of  Sea 
Service,  etc. 
Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mr.  Goschen,  July 
17,  339,  340. 

Members    of   Local  Authorities  Belief 
Bill 

/.  Com.,  July  16, 36. 

Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  17, 
193. 

Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  19, 42(X 

3B.*  July  20,  621. 
e.  lR.*  July  26, 1345. 

Mercantile  Marine 

Belleville  Boilers  on  British  Steamers 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Maclver;  A.  Mr.  J.  Col- 
lings,  July  17,  229- 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund 

Account  of  Receipt  and  Expenditure  Pre- 
sented, July  16,  8,  57. 


Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of 
iOtl 


. __    Ship* 

owners  and  Others)  Bill 
/.Reported    without    Amendt~,  July  27, 
193. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  19,  420. 
3R-,  July  20,  Gil;  July  20,  12B9. 
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(Liability  of  Ship- 
tliers)  Bill 


Merchant 

owners  and 
Debate  on  Third  Reading,  July  26,  1269. 
Aggregate    Liability    of    Dock    and 
Harbour   Authorities,    1269,    1270, 
1271, 1274. 
Largest  Vessel   entering   the   Dock, 
Harbour  or  Canal— Obtaining   In- 
formation as  to  Tonnage,  etc.,  1271, 
1272. 

Mersey 

Port  Guardship,  proposed — Recruiting  at 
Liveroool  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  OM'Arthur ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,  1049. 

Mersey  Railway  Bill 

c.  Can.*  July  17,  215. 

3r.#  July  SO,  636. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  23,  787. 

Messenger  Company 

see  District  Messenger  Company. 

Metal  Industry 

Belgium — Report  Presented,  July  17, 192. 

Metric  System 

Foreign  Countries— Reports  from  H.M. 
Representatives  in  Europe  Presented, 
JiJy  25, 1162 ;  July  26,  1268. 

Metropolitan  District  Hallway  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  27, 
1449. 

Metropolitan  Police  Force 

Deficiency  in  Strength,  Supply  of  Recruits, 

Q.    Capt.    Norton;    A.    Sir   M.    W. 
Ridley,  July  19,  471. 

Metropolitan  Water  Supply 

Royal  Commission — Maps,  Plans,  and 
Diagrams  to  accompany  Minutes  of 
Evidence  and  Report  Presented,  July 
18,  343  ;  July  19,  414. 

Mid-Kent  Water  Bill 

I.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  27,  1449. 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ire- 
land Bill 

/.  Report  from  Joint  Committee,  July  20, 
587. 
STtS  July  20,586. 
c.  1R.*  July  20,  638. 
Standing  Orders,  July  24,  1037. 

Midland  Railway  Bill 
/.  3R.#  July  19,  410. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  24,  1037. 

Midland  Railway  Company 
Free  Luggage— Increased  Scale 

Qs.  Sir  C.  Gull,  Mr.  Trevelyan ;  As. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  July  16,  74. 
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Military  Attache's  Warning 
see  Defence  of  the  Empire. 

Military  Lands 

Purchases  of  Land  by  County  and  Borough 
Councils— Number    of   Acres  pur- 
chased, Amount  expended,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  23,  859. 

Military  Lands  Bill 
c.  2r.  July  23,  890. 

Military  Lands  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading,  July '23,  890. 
Acquisition  of  Land 

Compulsory  Acquisition,  etc.,  892, 
895,  898. 

Compulsory  hiring,  905. 

Control  of  Land  used  for  Rifle  Ranges, 
899,  907. 

Cost  of  Sites  for  Rifle  Ranges— Alloca- 
tion of  Cost,  892,  898,  906,  907,  909, 
915,  917,  919,  923. 

Ireland,  Application  of  the  Bill  to — 
Compensation    for  Land,  etc., 
910,  920. 
Glenbeigh,  Acquiring  land  at,  922. 

Kilworth  Rifle  Range,  Acquisition  of 
Additional  Land  for,  912,  922. 

Local  Authorities'  Co-operation  with 
Volunteer  Corps  Borrowing  Powers, 
etc.,  893,  899,  901,  908. 

Rates,  Charges  on,  900. 

Sea,  Public  Rights  on  the  Sea,  Three- 
mile  Limit,  etc.,  905. 

Volunteer  Corps,  Borrowing  Powers, 


Military  Manoeuvres  Bill 
Standing  Orders,  July  16,  54. 

Petition  referred  to  Select  Committee  oa 
Standing  Orders,  July  16,  55. 

BUI  Withdrawn,  July  16,  188. 

Militia 

Bounty,  Pay  and  Allowances,  Increase  in 
Q.  Mr.  Shee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July 
26,  1393. 

Camden    Fort    Gun   Fatality,   see    title 
Camden  Fort 

Embodiment  Expenditure 

Wyndham' s,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27* 
1531. 

Furlough  Pay  of  Embodied  Militiamen 
Q.  Sir  J.  Dorington;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  17,  225. 

Irish   Regiments  in    England — Granting 
Furlough  during  Harvest  Time 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  Iff,  66. 

Officers 

Pay — Drawing  Retired  and  Full  Pay 
at  the  same  time 
Q.  Maj.  Rasch ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  27, 1507. 
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•Militia — cont. 

Officers — cont. 

Sergeant -Mai  ore — Warrant  Rank         ! 
Q.   Maj.*  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  27,  1508. 

Re-organisation— Regulations  with  Refer-  , 
ence  to  Volunteering  for  Foreign 
Service,  etc. 
Ob.  Lord    Braye,  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  July  26,  1285,  1286. 

Strength  and  Organisation 

0.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  July  27,  1560. 

Milward,    CoL  V.  [Warwick,  Stratford-on- 
Avon] 

Business  of  the  House  -  Companies  Bill, 
etc.,  July  16,  109. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1134. 

District      Messenger     Company  —  Non- 
renewal of  Licence,  July  23,  873. 

Indian  Budget — Famine,  Imperial  Grant, 
etc.,  July  26,  1421. 

Mines  Regulation  Acts 

Burnley  Miners — Enforcing  Check- weigh- 
ing Clauses,   Petitions  of  Miners, 
etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Stanhope;    A.    Sir   M.    W. 
Ridley,  July  26,  1317. 

Mint 

Annual   Report  of  Deputy  Master   and 
Comptroller  Presented,  July  16,  8,  56. 

Missionaries 

China — Reported  Massacre  in  Shan-si 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  20,  642. 

Monaghan 

Asylum  Works,  Expenditure  on 

Claims   on   County  Council,  Giving 
Notice  of  Proposed  Loans,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Daly;    A.   Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  480. 

Contract  for  Work,  Superintendent, 
etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Daly;    A.    Mr.   G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  20, 660. 

Crime,  Absence  of — Removing  Opera- 
tion of  Peace  Preservation  Act, 
proposed 
Q.    Mr.    Daly;    A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  877. 

Petty  Sessions— Right  of  Appeal  Refused 
to  M'Guigan  and  Hughes,  Mitiga- 
tion of  Sentence  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.   Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  July  16,  81. 

Money-lending  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Standing  Committee   on 
Law,  July  24, 1064. 
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Monitors,  Ireland 

Easter  Examinations — Delay  in  publishing 
Results 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  SO,  6W. 

Instruction  of,  by  Irish  National  Teachen 
— Gratuities,    Results    of    E&rter 
Examination,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  483. 

Monk,  Mr.  C.  J.  [Gloucester] 

Military  Lands  BUI,  2E.,  July  23,  909. 

Monkswell,  Lord 

Copyright  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  837. 

Death  Certification — Legislation,  July  17, 
209. 

Moore,  Mr.  A.  J.  [Londonderry] 

Deny  Magistracy — Number  of  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  Magistrates, 
etc,  July  27,1320. 

Limavady  Postmastership  Appointment, 
July  27, 1523. 

More,  Mr.  R.  J.  [Shropshire,  Ludlow] 
Military  Lands  Bill,  2ft.,  July  23,  922. 

Morgan,  Mr.  W.  P.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

China — Anti-Foreign  Rising,  Peking- 
Safety  of  British  Legation,  etc,  July  17, 
218;  July  27,  1552. 

Morley  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2B.*  July  16,  53. 
Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  27, 1496. 

Morley,  Earl  of 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890) 
Amendment  Bill,  2r.,  July  20,  629. 

Irish  Railway  Amalgamation  Bill,  3r., 
July  27,  1452,  1453. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
Bills,  Suspension  of  Standing  Orders, 
July  16,  6. 

Reading  Clerkship  Vacancy  —  Appoint- 
ment of  Legal  Assistant,  etc,  July  2\, 
1019,  1023. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill, 
2B.,  July  23,  795. 

Morris,  Lord 

Poor  Removal  Bill,  3b.,  July  19,  416. 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  H.  A.  [Deptford] 

Railways,  Purchase  of  by  Indian  Govern- 
ment— Rate  of  Interest  in  Settling 
Annuities,  July  26,  1314. 

Motherwell  and  Bellahill  Railway  Bill 
c.  Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  16,  55. 
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Con.*  and  3B.*  July  24,  1038. 
L  Commons  Amendts.*  July  26,  1267. 
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Moulton,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Cornwall,  Launceston] 

Post  Office  Sites  (Re-cominitted)  Bill 
Cam.,  July  18,  399. 

Mounted  Infantry 

Australian  Resources  for  Raising 

Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19,  436  ;  Mar- 
quess of  Lansaowne,  446. 

Mowbray,  Sir  R.  [Lambeth,  Brixton] 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  Con.,  July  26, 
1293. 

Muldowney,  Irish  Convict 

Remission  of  Sentence,  proposed 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  20, 664. 

Municipal  Authorities 

Income  Tax — Rate  of  Income  Tax  charge- 
able on  Interest  paid  by  Municipal 
Authorities 
Q.  Sir  A.   Hickman  ;   A.  Sir  M.   H. 
Beach,  July  19,  470. 

Municipal  Trading 

Joint  Committee,  Report  Presented,  July 
27,  1458,  1524. 

Munster  Fusiliers 

Walsh,  Private,  Under-age  Recruit,  see 
Walsh. 

Mnrnaghan,  Mr.  G.  [Tyrone,  Mid] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  525. 

Murray,  OoL  W.  [Bath] 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements  in 
South  Africa,  Inquiry — Inquiry  into  Re- 
sults of  Inoculation  against  Enteric 
Fever,  July  23,  854. 

Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Q.—Lord  Advocate 
[Buteshire] 

Avoch  Harbour  Accommodation,  Improve- 
ment of — Grant-in-aid,   proposed,  July 

16,  78. 

Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1897— Imperial 
Grants,  July  20,  658. 

Inver  Water  Supply — Delay  in  Completing 
Works,  July  23,  877. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Insanitary  Condition,  Enforcing  Pro- 
visions of  Public  Health  Act,  etc., 
July  16,  77. 

Road  between  Cromore  and  Graver, 
Delay  in  Construction,  July  23,  876. 

Sheriff  Court  Procedure — Report  of  Com- 
mittee, July  26,  1330. 

University  Fees— Return,  July  20, 659. 

Museums 

see  Names  of  Museums. 
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[Mou-Nat 


Teachers  of  Music  Registration  Bill,  see 
that  title. 


Musketry  Training 

Lessons  of  the  South  African  War 
0.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27, 1573. 

Muzzling  Regulations 

Cork — Suspension  of  Regulations 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.   Plunkett, 
July  27,  1522. 

Natal 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams 
— Correspondence  Presented,  July  2JL 
1040. 

Loyalists'    Losses,    Compensation    for— 
Payment  out  of   Colonial   Funds, 

Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  17,  220. 

Natal  Mercuru,   Letter   Addressed  to — 
Publication  in  South  African  Blue- 
book 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  20,  645. 


National  Coal  Reserve 

see  Coal. 

National  Defences 

see  Defence  of  the  Empire. 

National  Education 

Ireland,  see  Education — Irish  Questions. 

National  Gallery 

Ireland— Report  Presented,  July  25,  1162 ; 
July  26,  1268. 

Sunday  Opening— Sale  of  Catalogues 
Q.  Mr.  Massey-Main waring ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  16,  86. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland 

Arrears  of  Fee  Grant  which  accrued  be- 
tween the  years  1893  and  1896 
Q.   Capt.   Donelan;    A.   Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1523. 

Bonus — Credit  for   Amount   when    New 
Salaries  are  being  determined 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26, 1341. 

Extra  Subjects— Remuneration 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  483. 

Grant  for  1892-95 — Payment  of  Arrears 

Q.  Mr.  M'Dermott ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  879. 

Paying  to  Next-of-kin  of  Deceased 
Teachers,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    P.    O'Brien;    A.    Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  20,  662. 
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National  School  Teachers,  Ireland— con*. 

Holyhead,  see  that  title. 

Income — Memorandum  as  to  Provisional 
Payments,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Macaleese;     A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1341. 

Monitors,     Instruction     of  —  Gratuities, 
Results    of    Easter   Examination, 
etc 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  483. 

New  Rules — Memorandum  from  Teachers' 
Association 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.    Bal- 
four, July  19,  482. 

Poor  Law  Schools — Teachers  in  Contribu- 
tary  Unions 
Qs.   Capt.   Donelan,   Mr.  M.  Healy ; 
As.   Mr.   G.    W.   Balfour,  July  26, 
1342. 

Result  Fees,  Results  Period  terminating 
on  June  30th — Payment  of  Equiva- 
lent Grant  in  October 
Q.  Mr.  M'Dermott ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  879. 

Salaries 

Delay  in  Payment 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Hrien  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1064. 

Future  Scale,  Allowing  for  Diminu- 
tions of  Salary  owing  to 
Epidemics,  etc.,  during  past 
three  years 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  20, 
663. 

Omission  in  Extract  from  New 
Code  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment— Classification,  Pro- 
motions, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  20, 
663. 

Scheme  for  Payment  of  Teachers,  etc.,  see 
Irish  Education  Bill. 

Sneem — Teacher's  Residence  Site 

Q.  Mr.   Flavin;  A.  Mr   G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  20,  662. 

Naval  Lord 

Residence  of  First  Sea  Lord 

Os.  Admiral  Field,  Earl  of  Dalkeith, 

July  17,  339,  340. 
Q.  Mr.  G.   Bowles  ;    A.   Mr.  Goschen, 
July  20,  649;    Q.  Admiral  Field; 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  26,  1310. 

Naval  Reserve 

Colonial  Naval  Reserve,  proposed  Enrol- 
ment 
Debate  (Lords),  July  19,  435. 

Naval  Reserve  Bill 

c.  lR.*  July  17,  241. 
2R.,  July  23,  966. 
Com.  and  Hep.*  July  26, 1445. 
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i  Naval  Reserve  Bill 

I  Debate  on  Second  Reading  and  in  Com- 

I  mittee,    July    23,    966;     July  X, 

I  1445. 

|  Age  Limit,  Service  Limit,  etc,  967. 

Calling  out  Reserve — Parliamentary 
Control,  1445. 

New  Reserve  not  to  be  amalgamated 
with  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  967. 

Period  of  Enlistment,  1445,  1446. 

Twelve  years  Service  Men — Reasons 
for  not  joining  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve,  968,  969. 


Navy 

First  Lord—Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 
Lord    of     the      Admiralty — Mr.     A. 

Chamberlain. 
Secretary — Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney. 

Admiralty  Staff,  Increase  in 

0.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  July  17,  270. 

Armaments  for  Armoured  Cruisers 
0.  Capt.  Phillpotts,  July  17,  311. 

Armour — Limiting  Naval  Programme  to 
Output  in  Armour,  etc. 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
241,  263,  264. 
Os.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  263,264  ;  Sir 
C.  Dilke.  273. 
"  Belleisle  "  Experiments 

Goschen's,  Mr  ,  Statement,  July  17. 
246. 
0.  Capt.  Phillpotts,  312. 

Boilers— Water-tube  Boilers  versus  Cylin- 
drical Boilers 
Os.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  266 ;  Sir  C. 
Dilke,  271  ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  279; 
Mr.  Allan,  287  ;  Admiral  Field, 
291 ;  Mr.  C  H.  Wilson,  294  ;  Sir 
E.  Gourley,  299 ;  Sir  J.  Colomb, 
302;  Capt.  Phillpotts,  309:  Sir 
U.  Kay-Shuttle  worth,  314  ;  Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  317  ;  Mr.  Mather, 
321 ;  Mr.  Penn,  328  ;  Mr.  Maclver, 
330  ;  Mr.  Walton,  334. 

"  Argonaut "  and  "  Vindictive," 
H.M.S. — Speed  during  Manoeu- 
vres of  1899,  Repairs,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Sir  F.  Flan- 
nery; As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July 
17,  227. 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  Terms  of 
Reference  and  Constitution  of 
Committee 
Q.  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttleworth  ;  A. 
Mr.  Goschen,  July  26,  1311; 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  July  27,  1510. 

"Europa,"  H.M.S. —Defects    during 
Manoeuvres  of  1899,  Speed,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.     G.    Bowles;    A.     Mr. 
Goschen,  July  17,  227. 

Expenditure    since    1895— Belleville 
Boilers 
Qs.    Mr.    Hedderwick,    Mr.    G. 
Bowies;    As.   Mr.    Macartney, 
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Uavy— cont. 

Boilers— Water -tube  Boilers  versus  Cylin- 
drical Boilers— cont. 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
247. 
Advantages  Claimed,  253. 

Advantages     and     Defects     of 

Water-tube  Boilers,  250. 
Experiences  of  other  Countries, 
255. 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  283. 

Mercantile    Marine    Argument, 

259. 
41  Powerful "  Experience,  252. 
United  States  Testimony,  256. 

Manoeuvres  of  1899— Admiral  Dom- 
ville's  Report  and  the  State- 
ment in  the  Memorandum 
Q.    Mr.    G.    Bowles;    A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  17,  227. 

Channel  Fleet 

Cruises,  Nature  and  Extent  of  Sea- 
training,    etc.— Admirals'    Re- 
ports 
<Q.    Sir    J.     Colomb  ;    A.     Mr. 
Goschen,  July  24,  1048. 

Tisit  to  Invergordon,  proposed 

Q.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  23,  862. 

Chaplains — Roman  Catholic  Chaplains 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  27,  1510. 

China— Anti- Foreign  Rising,  see  China — 
British  Forces. 

Coal  -Emergency  Contracts 
Alteration  of  Conditions 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  July  17,  227. 

Manoeuvres,  separate  Contracts  for — 
Coal  Supply  for  South  Africa 
and  China 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  July  20,  650. 
Cordite 

Explosion  on  Board  the  "  Revenge  " 
0.  Admiral  Field,  July  17,  338 ; 
Q.    Admiral    Field;    A.     Mr. 
Goschen,  July  26,  1310. 
Reserve  of  Cordite 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  July  17,  337. 

Courts-martial 

Application  of  Criminal  Evidence  Act 
Q.  Mr.   H.   D.  Greene:   A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  July  24,  1049. 

Return  Presented,  July  16,  7,  57. 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  see  that  title. 

Dock   Accommodation   for    Ships— New 
Works,  etc. 
Os.  Viscount  Sidmouth,  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  Earl  Spencer,  July  17,  207. 

Expenditure 

Appropriation  Accounts  Referred  to 
Committee,  July  27,  1525. 

Colonial  Contribution 

0.  Mr.   E.  Robertson,  July  17, 
330. 
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Expenditure— cant. 

Holding  back  money  placed  at  the 
disposal   of     the    Admiralty, 
alleged 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July 
17,  244. 
Savings   and  Deficiencies,    etc.,  Re- 
ferred to  Committee,  July  27,  1524. 

(see  also  Navy  Estimates.) 

Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travers  Founda- 
tion —Income     and     Expenditure, 
Statement— Approval 
Resolution    (Mr.    A.    Chamberlain), 
July  19,  584. 
Gun  Boats  and  Inland  Nav  igation  in  China, 
see  China — British  Gun  Boats. 

Guns 

Erosion  of,  by  Cordite— Committee  of 
Inquiry 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Paulton ; 
As.  Mr.Wyndbani,  JWy  17, 226. 

Reserve  of  Guns,  etc. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17u  337,  338. 

Jersey  —  Foreign    Men-of-War    Manoeu- 
vring in  and  out  of  Harbours 
Qs.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Arnold- Forster; 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  23, 863. 

Machinery— Limiting  Naval  Programme 
to  Output  in  Machinery,  etc. 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
241. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,273; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  278. 

Marine  Guard  at  Peking,  see  China— Anti- 
Foreipn  Rising — Peking. 

Marine  Officers— Hot  Weather  Uniform 
on  Board  Ship  and  Ashore 
Q.     Mr.     Arnold-Forster ;    A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  23, 863. 
Mediterranean  Fleet— Cruises,  Nature  and 
Extent    of    Sea  -  training,    etc.,— 
Admirals'  Reports 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,  1048. 

Mersey,  Placing  Port  Guardship  in,  pro- 
posed —  Recruiting   at   Liverpool, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M'Arthur ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,  1049. 
Non-inflammable  Wood,  see  sub-Heading 
Shipbuilding. 

Picric  Acid,  Manufacture  of,  in  England- 
Sufficient  supply 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  17,  226 ;     0.   Sir    C.    Dilke, 
July  17,  336. 
Recruiting— Encouraging    Recruiting    at 
Liverpool 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M* Arthur ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,  1049. 
Residence  of  First  Sea  Lord 

Os.  Adm.  Field,  Earl  of  Dalkeith, 
July  17, 339, 340  ;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ; 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  20,  649 ;  Q. 
Adm.  Field  ;  A.  Mr,  Goschen,  July 


Nav— Nav] 


Navy—con*. 

Sea  Service  in  the  Channel  and  Mediter- 
ranean Squadrons 
Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mr.  Goschen,  July 
17,  339,  340 ;  Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A. 
Mr.  Goschen,  July  24,  1048. 

Shah  of  Persia's  Visit  to  England — Re- 
view, proposed 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26, 1311. 

Shipbuilding  Programme 

"  Alarming  "  Growth  of  Expenditure 
0.  Mr.  Robertson,  July  17,  329. 

Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co.'s  Offer 
Os.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17,  263,  264. 

Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
243. 

Insufficient    Naval    Programme    for 

the  Safety  of  the  Empire 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  17,  272. 

Limiting  Naval  Programme  to  Out- 
put in  Armour  and  Machinery 
Os.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  17,  241, 
263,  264  ;  Sir  F.  Flannery,  263, 
264  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  273 ;  Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  278. 

Non-inflammable  Wood 

Use  of,  in   the  Construction  of 
Ships 
0s.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  17,  247  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke, 
272. 

Wood  used  on  Foreign  Men-of- 
War,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Provand ;   A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  16,  68. 

Producing  Power,  Development  of 
0.  Sir  J,  Colomb,  July  17,  303. 

Type  of  Ship  to  be  Constructed 

Goschen  s,  Mr.,  Statement,  July 
17,248. 

Vote  for,  July  17,  241. 

Ships — Wooden  Decks 

0.  Capt.  Phillpotts,  July  17,  313. 

Stores 

Reserve  of  Warlike  Stores,  etc. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mr.  Macartney, 
July  17,  337. 

Stores  transferred  to  Land  Service  for 
South  Africa— Return 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  24,  1047 ;  0. 
Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27, 
1611. 

Return  Presented,  July  24,  988, 
1040. 

Submarine  Boats 

Experiments— Watching  Experiments 
Abroad,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Harwood,  July  17,  303  ; 
Captain  Phillpotts,  313;  Mr. 
Arnold  -  Foister,  321  •,  Mr. 
Goschen,  333. 
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Navy— cont. 


(ToL  8$. 


Submarine  Boats— con  t. 

Trials    of,     during     French     Naval 
Manoeuvres 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26,  1310. 

Torpedo  Boats 

Naval  Manoeuvres,  Speed,  Endurance, 
etc. — Statistics 
Q.    Sir    E.     Gourley;    A.    Mr. 
Goschen,  July  27,  1510. 

Purchase  of — Turbine  Principle,  etc 
Gosch9n5s,  Mr.,  Statement,  July 
17,  243. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  17,  277. 

Training  Squadron — Dismantled  Sailing 
Ships 
Officers    in    Charge   of     Dismantled, 
Sailing  Ships — Ships  available 
for  Service,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr. Goschen, 
July  23,  862. 

Recommissioning — Masts  v.  Cruisers, 
Ascertaining  Opinions    of  Cap- 
tains, etc. 
Q.     Mr.     G.    Bowles;    A.     Mr. 
Goschen,  July  26,  1312. 

Transport  .Service,  see  that  title. 

Turbine  Principle — Torpedo  Boats,  etc. 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  11 \ 
243. 

"Victoria  and  AU«rt,"   Royal    Yacht- 
Removal  of  Silicate  Cotton,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  27,  1509. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — Number 
of  Men  Receiving  Compensation,  Amount 
of  Compensation,  etc. — Return  Pre- 
sented, July  16,  57. 


Navy  Estimates 

Additional  —  Supplementary  Estimate, 
£793,200,  Com.,  July  17,  336;  Rep.* 
July  18,  404. 

Admiralty  Office,  £267,100,  Com.,  July  17, 
338;  Rep.*  404. 

Appropriation  Accounts  Referred  to  Com. 
July  27,  1525. 

Holding  back  Money  placed  at  the  Dis- 
posal of  the  Admiralty 
Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
244. 

Savings,  Deficiencies,  etc.,  Referred  to 
Com.,  July  27,  1524. 

Shipbuilding  Contract  Work,  Repairs,  etc., 
£6,739,000,  Com.,  July  17,  241  ;  Rep.* 
July  IS,  403. 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc, 
—Material,  £4,139,100,  Com.*  July  17, 
336;  Rep.*  July  18,  403. 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc. 
—Personnel— £2,523,000,  Com.,  July  17 y 
336;  Rep.*  July  18,404. 

{for   subjects    discussed,    see    their  sub- 
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Navy  and  Army  Expenditure 

see  titles  Navy  and  Army,  also  title 
Estimates  and  Army  Estimates. 


SESSION   1900.  [Nav— Not 

July  \§—July  27. 

North  British  Railway  Bill 

c.  Reported  with  Aniendts.,  July  17,  216.. 


Nazareth  Sisters 

see  Sisters  of  Nazareth. 

Netley  Hospital 

Treatment  of  Discharged  Soldiers,  Case 
of  Private  Weir,  see  Weir. 

New  Member 

Morrison,  Mr.  J.  A.,  for  County  of  Wilt- 
shire (Southern  or  Wilton  Division), 
July  23,  889. 

Newbliss 

Post  Office— Late  Postmistress  Residing 
in  Post  Office,  Number  of  Men  and 
Women  Employed,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  19,  473. 

Postman  attending  Orange  Demonstration 
at  Clones 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  24, 1063. 

Telegrams — Delivery  by  Girls 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  27,  1523. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Bill 


Electric     Supply 


/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  15,413 ;  July  28,  788 ;  July  26, 
1266. 


Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway 

/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 

July  16,  4  ;  July  17,  191. 
Report  from  Select  Committee  and  Bill 

(Jommitted,  July  23,  787. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24,  985. 

Niger  Coast  Protectorate 

Spirits,  Amount  Imported  in    1898  and 
1899— Duties   paid  on    Stocks    by 
Native  Traders,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  23,  867. 

Nonconformist  Teachers 

Holyhead  National  School,  see  Holyhead. 

Non-inflammable  Wood 

Use  of,  in  Construction  of  Naval  Ships, 
see  Navy — Shipbuilding. 

Norfolk 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations — 
County  Council  Resolution 
Q.  Mr.  Soames  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
July  16,  76. 
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Con  *  July  23,  845. 
3R.*  July  26,  1295. 
L  Commons  Amendts.*  July  27,  1456. 

North  Eastern  Railway  Bill 
c.  Con.*  and  3R.*  July  26,  1295. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  27,  1456. 

North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)* 

Bill 
c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  18,  341. 

Con.*  and  3R.*  July  25,  1161. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  26,  1267. 


North    Metropolitan     Electric    Power 
Supply  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  16,  53. 
3R.*  July  17,  215. 
/.  In.*  July  17, 190. 
Examiner's     Certificate     referred     to- 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  July  19, 
409. 
2R.*  July  24,  985. 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  24,  987  ;  July  26,  1267. 

Standing  Orders,  July  19,  409  ;  July  23y 
785. 

North  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Canal 
Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  16,  53. 

Northbrook,  Earl  of 

Indian  Expenditure — Report  of  Royatl 
Commission,  July  20,  595. 

Northumberland,  Duke  of 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Com.,  July  27 » 

1485,  1489,  1490. 
Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Bill,. 

Com.,  July  16,  37. 

Norton,  Capt.  C.  W.  [Newington,W.] 

Aldershot  Entertainments,  Holding  in 
Recreation  Rooms  instead  of  Canteens,. 
July  26,  1306. 

Metropolitan  Police  Foice— Deficiency  in 
Strength,  Supply  of  Recruits,  etc,  July 
19,  471. 

South  African  War — Honnen  Spruit 
Disaster,  Despatch  of  ex-prisioners  to- 
guard  Spruit,  etc.,  July  26,  1302. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  362. 

Wales,  War  Office  Employee,  Discharge  of 
—Bonus,  July  23,  859,  860. 

Norton,  Lord 

Education  Bill,  2r.,  July  23,  796. 

Nottingham  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  20,  636. 


Nor— Ons] 


^Norwood  Green 

Postal  Deliveries 

Q.  Mr.  Bigwood  ;  A. 
July  26,  1325. 


Nurses 

South  African  War,  see  that  title. 


INDEX.  [Vol  86. 

July  16— July  27. 

•    'Brien,  Mr.  "P.— cant. 

Pretoria  Magazine,  Attempt  to  blow  up— 
Lieut.  Tossel  and  Mr.  S.  Gillingh&m 
condemned  to  Death,  July  17,  224 ; 
July  24,  1043,  1044. 

Volunteers — Irish  Regiments,  Formation 
of,  proposed — Establishment  of  Rifle 
Clubs,  etc.,  July  20,  665. 


Mr.  Hanbury, 


Nyassa  Rail  way 

Construction  of — Government  Loan 

Q.  Sir  B.  Guidon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  20,  651. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  [Cork] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  523. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  738. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Cattle  Carried  by  Rail,  Providing  Water 
for,  July  23,  873. 

Civil  Service — Junior  Civil  Service  Exa- 
minations, July  26,  1329. 

County  Court  Acts  Administration — 
Traders'  Grievances,  Legislation  pro- 
posed, July  16,  86. 

Drumconrath  Postal  Arrangements,  July 
26,  1335. 

Dublin  Sorting  Staff  Memorial,  July  26, 
1332. 


O'Brien,  Mr.  W. 

Mayo  Assizes — Contempt  of  Court 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeib  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  666. 

Observatory,  Greenwich 

Report  Presented,  July  19,  414,  453. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  W.] 

Arklow  Drift-net  Fishing,  Fishermen's 
Petition  for  Removal  of  Restrictions, 
July  23,  885. 

Greystones  Gravel  —  Removal  of,  from 
Foreshore,  etc.,  July  16,  79. 

Irish  Cattle,  Landing  at  Port  of  London 
Prohibited,  July  16,  81. 


O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 
Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  lob. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3R.,  July 
16,  120,  162, 180. 
Eggs — Russian  Eggs  Imported  to  Ireland,  ! 

Exportation  to  England  as  Irish  Eggs,  |  -.,_.  ...    __. 

July  20,  670.  O  Donnell,  Mr. 

Howth  Petty    Sessions,    Prosecution   of  Dungloe  Sessions-Truck  Act  Prosecution 

Boatmen     by    Board    of   Works,    etc., 
July  24,  1061,  1062.  ; 

Irish     Railway     Amalgamation    Bills- 
Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill 
c.  2R.,  July  18,  402. 


Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  23,  882. 


Tribunal  of  Appeal,  July  26,  1339. 

Kilkenny  Postal  Arrangements  — 
Boggan  and  Blanchfieldboy,  July  26, 
1333. 

Ximerick  Telegraph  Messengers,  July  26, 
1332. 

Militia — Irish  Regiments  in  England, 
Granting  Furlough  during  Harvest- 
time,  July  16,  66. 

National  School  Teachers 
Bonus,  July  26,  1341. 

Grant    for     1892-1895— Payment    of 
Arrears,  July  20,  662. 

Salaries 

Delay  in  Payment,  alleged,  July 
24,  1064. 

Future  Scale 

Allowing  for  Diminutions  of 
Salary  during   past    three    Onslow,  Earl  of 
years,  July  20,  663. 

Classifications,     Promotions, 
etc.,  July  20,  663. 

Paupers,  Deportation  of,  to  Ireland — Case 
of  J.  Jones,  July  16,  78. 

Postcards— Returning  Undelivered  Po&X,-  \ 
cards,  July  19,  471. 


Com.,  Rep.*  and  3R.*  July  19,  583. 
/.  1R.#  July  20,  589. 
2R.,  July  26,  1285. 
Com.*  July  27,  1495. 


Old  Age  Pensions  for  Soldiers 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  July  27,  1553. 

Oldham  Corporation  Bill 

1.  3R.*  July  26,  1266. 

O'Malley,  Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Connemara] 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools, 
in  place  of  English,  July  20,  674. 


India 

Expenditure— Report  of  Royal  Com- 
mission, July  20,  605. 

Famine — Monsoon,  Rainfall,  etc,  July 
16,  9. 

\m^X\oTk.  VswVw^  Expenditure    on, 
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SESSION   1900. 
July  IS— July  27. 


[Ord—  Pea 


Ordnance  Factories 

Revised  Estimate  of  Charge  Presented, 
July  20,  640. 

Paisley  Waterworks  Provisional  Order 
Bill 

c.  2r.#  Jtdy  16,  54. 

Reported  and  3r.*  July  20,  637. 
/.  1r.#  July  20,  587. 

2R.*  July  26,  1267. 

Con.*  and  Rep.*  July  27,  1457. 
Standing  Orders,  July  19,  451  ;  July  23, 

785. 

Palace  of  Westminster 

see  titles  House  of  Commons,  House  of 
Lords,  and  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Palatine  Court  of  Durham  Bill 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16,  188. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons  and  House  of  Lords, 
see  those  title-*. 

Private  Bill  Legislation,  Cost  of — Delay 
in  presenting  Return 
Q.  Mr.    D.    A.  Thomas ;  A.   Mr.   J. 
Collings,  July  17,  235. 

Parliamentary  Elections 

-    Polling  Districts,  see  that  title. 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Changes  in,  proposed— Blocking  Notices, 
Debating  Bills  Reported    without 
Amendments,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   C.  Williams ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  19,  484. 

Motions  for  Adjournment  of  the  House 
to  Discuss  Mitters  of  Urgent  Public 
Importance,  see  Speaker's  Rulings. 

Passenger  Steamer  Service 
Jersey 

Q.   Mr.   Lambert ;    A.    Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  26,  1320. 

Passengers'  Luggage 

see  Luggage. 

Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners 

South  African  War  Funds  Administration, 
Government  Proposals,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Galloway,  July  16,  107  ;  Mr. 
A.  J,  Balfour,  114. 

Patriotism  of  the  Colonies 
see  Colonies. 


Paulton,   Mr.    J. 
Auckland] 


M.     fDurham,    Bishop 


"  Custodian/'  Transport  Ship  from  South 
Africa— Complaints  against  Provisions, 
etc,  July  19,  457. 

Guns,  Erosion  of,  by  Cordite— Committee 
of  Inquiry,  July  17, 226. 


Pauper  Children 

Boarding  Out — Defective  and  Epileptic 
Children,  Regulation  against  board- 
ing out  in  the  same  Home  with  Poor 
Law  Children 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  17,  236. 

Receiving  Home,    Establishment  of,    at 
Lambeth— Local  Government  Board 
suggestion 
Q.  Mr.  Flower  ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin.  July 
24,  1053. 

Religious  Instruction  —  Rockhall  and 
Roc h  ford  House,  Non -appointment 
of  Church  of  England  Chaplain  by 
Willesden  Board  of  Guardians,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Talbot;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
17,  232. 

Wandsworth  Board  of  Guardians  offering 

free  Pardon  to  Parents  reclaiming 

deserted  Children — Issue  of  Notice 

Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 

24,  1054. 

Paupers 

Deportation    of   Irish  Paupers— Case  of 
Joseph  Jones 
Q.  Mr.   P.   O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  July  16,  78. 

Feeble-minded  Paupers,  Number  and  Con- 
dition of — Inquiry  proposed 
Q.   Mr.    Flower ;    A.    Mr.   Chaplin, 
July  24, 1053. 


Peace  Conference 

Ratification  of  Convention 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  20,  670. 

Peace  Preservation  Act 

Removal    of    Operation    from    County 


Monaghan,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
July  23,  877. 


Pease,  Mr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 


W.  Balfour, 


Lance  Exhibition— Sergeant  Cartwright's 
Claim,  July  16,  67. 


Pease,   Mr.  J.  A.   [Northumberland,  Tyne- 
side] 

Debtors— Prison  treatment,  July  19,  470. 

Peace  Conference — Ratification  of  Con- 
vention, July  20,  670. 

Prisons 

Officials,  Retiring  Pensions  -  Me- 
morial, July  23,  875. 

Warders — Number  of  Reservists  with- 
drawn, alleged  insufficient  Stall'  at 
Portland,  July  23,  874. 

Science  and  Art  Directory,  Alteration  of 
— Clause  6  and  Education  Department 
Great*,  Juitj  27  >  V5V^ 
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Peers 

Attendance  of ,  on  Committees — Return 
Motion  (Earl  of  Camperdown),  July 
17,  196. 
Sat  First  in  Parliament — Earl  of  Strafford, 
after  the  death  of  his  Brother,  July  20, 
585. 

Peking 

see  China — Anti-Foreign  Rising. 

Penal  Legislation 

India — Withdrawal  of  Recent  Legislation, 
proposed 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  19,  468. 

Penn,  Mr.  J.  [Lewisham] 

Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships,  July 
17,  328. 

Percy,  Earl  [Kensington,  S.] 

Kensington  Gardens  Regulations,  July  27, 
1513. 

Perks,  Mr.  R.  W.  [Lincolnshire,  Louth] 
Companies    Bill,    Con.,    July   24,    1071, 
1086,  1089,  1090,  1101,  1102,  1104,  1107, 
1127,  1135. 

Persia,  Shah  of 

Visit  to  England — Naval  Review 

Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26,  1311. 

Perth  and  Paisley  Gas  Provisional  Orders 
Bill 

I.  2R.*  July  16,  4. 

Com.  and  Rep*  July  26,  1268. 
3R.*  July  27,  1457. 

Petitions 

Committee,  Report  Presented,  July  25, 
1162. 

Philipps,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Pembroke] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1111,  1133, 
1141. 

Phillpotts,  Capt.  A.  S.  [Devon,  Torquay] 

Armaments  for  Armoured  Cruisers,  July 

17  %  311. 
"  Belleisle"  Experiments,  July  17,  312. 
Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  Ships,  July 

17,  309. 
Wooden  Decks,  July  17,  313. 

Phoenix  Park 

see  Dublin. 


Piccadilly 

Widening— Obtaining     Strip    of    Green 
Park,  Proposal  to  London  County 
Council 
Qs.  Mr.  Coghill,Mr.  G.  Bowles-,  As. 
Mr.  A.  Douglas,  July  U,  105$. 
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Pickersgill,  Mr.  E.  H.  [Bethnal  Green,  &W.] 

Business  of  the  House — Abandonment  off 
the  Lunacy  Bill,  etc.,  July  16,  98. 

Indian  Budget — Famine,  Imperial  Grant> 
etc.,  July  26,  1417. 

London  School  Board  Re-housing  Schemes, 
July  16,  73. 

South  African  War — Hospital  and  Medical 
Arrangements  Commission 
Powers    io    Enforce   Attendance  of 
Witnesses,  etc.,  July  24,  1042. 

Warrant  of  Prime  Minister,  July  26, 
1300,  1301. 

Picric  Acid 

Manufacture  of,   in  England — Sufficient 
Supply  for  the  Army  and  Navy 
Q.  SirC.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  11,  226 ;  0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July 
17,  336. 

Pier   and   Harbour   Provisional    Orders 

(No.  2)  Bill 
I.  Com.*  and  Hep.*  July  16,  5. 

Reported  witn  Amendts.,  July  17,  191. 

3R.*  July  19,  412. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  23,  846. 

Pierpoint,  Mr.  E.  [Warrington] 

Gibraltar  Garrison— Officers'  Houses,  July 
27,  1506. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Ireland 

Howth  Harbour — Dredging  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  24,  1062. 

Sneem  Pier — Erection  of  Goods  Store, 
Mr.  Warden's  Objections 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  20,  669. 

Scotland — Avoch    Harbour    Accommoda- 
tion, Improvement  of,  Grant  in  Aid 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

July  16,  78. 

Pilkington,  Lt.  Col.  R.  [Lancashire,  Newtonl 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  Exportation  of, 
to  China  by  British  Firms,  etc. — Legis- 
lation, July  23,  853  ;  July  24,  1041. 
Military  Lands  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  916. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  941. 

Pillar  Boxes 

Metropolis — Number  in  East  Central  Dis- 
trict,   Number    divided    into    two 
Compartments,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Cohen  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
16,  75. 

Plunkett,  Et.  Hon.  H.  C— Vice-President 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Ireland  [Dublin  County,  S.] 

Cahirciveen    and    Valentia — Erection    of 
Perch  or  Buoy,    proposed,  etc.,    July 
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Plunkett,  Et.  Hon.  H.  Q.—cont. 

Eggs — Russian  Eggs  Imported  to  Ireland, 
Exportation  to  England  as  Irish  Eggs, 
July  20,  670. 

Fisheries 

Arklow  Drift-net  Fishing— Fisher- 
men's Petition  for  Removal  of  Re- 
striction?, July  23,  885. 

Trawlers,  Protection  against — Naval 
Gun-boats,  etc.,  July  23,  885. 

West  Clare  Fishing  Industry,  Deve- 
lopment of — Proposed  Grant,  July 
24,  1064. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  728. 

Potato     Crop— Experiments   with    Elec- 
trical Conductors,  July  26,  1341. 

Sneem  Pier — Erection  of  Goods  Store,  Mr. 
Warden's  Objections,  July  20,  669,  670. 

Warble  Fly — Precautions  against,  July  20, 
670. 

Plymouth,    Stonehouse  and    Devonport 
Tramways  Bill 
I.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  16,  3  ;  July  17,  191. 

Standing  Orders,  July  19,  409. 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee  and  Bill 
Committed,  July  23,  787. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  27,  1449. 

Police 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  title. 

Metropolitan  Police  Force — Deficiency  in 
Strength,  Supply  of  Recruits,  etc. 
Q.   Capt.    Norton;    A.    Sir   M.    W. 
Ridley,  July  19,  471. 

Tyne  River  Police  Force,  Refusal  of 
Home  Secretary's  Certificate — Corre- 
spondence Presented,  July  24,  988,  1040. 

Polling  Districts 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding — County  Council 
Order  Presented,  July  16,  8,  56. 

Poor  Law 

Pauper  Children,  see  that  title. 

Poor  Law  Schools 

Teachers  in  Contributary  Unions,  Ireland 
— Incomes  Under  New  Grant,  etc. 
Qs.    Capt.  Donelan,  Mr.  M.  Healy ; 
As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  July  24, 
1342. 

Poor  Bate  Reductions 

Ireland— Tenants'  Rights 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  July 
26.  1340. 

Poor  Removal  Bill 

I  Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  17, 
192. 
3R.,  July  19,  415. 
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Poor  Belief  (Ireland)  Bill 
c.  2R.*  July  26,  1448. 

Port  Guardship 

Mersey,  Placing  Guardship  in,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M« Arthur  ;  A,  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  24,  1049. 

Port  of  London 

Irish  Cattle,  Landing  at,  Prohibited 

Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor;   A.    Mr.    A. 
Douglas,  July  16,  81. 

Portland  Prison 

Insufficient    Staff  of   Officers,    alleged- 
Cases  of  Flogging  during  last  six 
months,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  23,  874. 

Portland  Urban  District  Gas  Bill 

/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  16,  2. 

3R.*  July  19,  410. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  25,  1161. 

Portsmouth,  Earl  of 

Ritualism  in  the  Church — Continued  Law- 
lessness in  spite  of  the  decision  of 
Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  July  16,  10, 
22. 

Post  Office 

Postmaster  General — Marquess  of  Lon- 
donderry. 
Representative  in  the  House  of  Commons 
— Rt.  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury. 

Delay  in  Delivery  of  Letters,  etc.,  see 
sub-heading  Transfer  of  Work  from 
General  Post  Office  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

District  Messenger  Company,  see  that 
title. 

Dukinfield    Postmastership — Number    of 
Applicants,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   M'Ghee;  A.    Mr.   Hanbury. 
July  17,  233. 

Inspector  of  Postmen  keeping  Shop  with 
off-licence  —  York     Assistant    In- 
spector 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20, 655. 

Irish  Questions 

Belfast  —  Delivery  of   Letters,  Later 
Delivery,  proposed 
Q.  Sir  J.  Haslett;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  24,  1063. 

Castlebar — Site  for  new  Office 

Q.  Dr.  R.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  20,  667. 

Cootehill    Postmastership — Condition 
attached  to  previous  Appoint- 
ment 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  19,  472. 

Cork— Dillon's  Cross 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  26,  1335. 
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Post  Office— cont. 

Irish  Questions — cont. 

Cornalaragh  Postal  Deliveries — House 
to  House  Delivery 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  668. 

Drumconrath  Postal  Arrangements 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  26,  1335. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office 

Q.    Mr.    P.    O'Brien;     A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  26,  1332. 

Greaghlone  Letter-box— Neglecting  to 

Q   Mr.  Daly;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  668. 

Greeveguilla  —  Daily     Delivery    of 
Letters,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  80. 

Limavady    Postmastership    Appoint- 
ment 
Q.    Mr.  A.   J.   Moore;    A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  27,  1523. 
Xewbliss 

Late   Postmistress    Residing    in 

Post  Office,  Number  of  Men 

and  Women  Employed,  etc. 

Q.   Mr.   Macaleese;    A.  Mr. 

Hanbury,  July  19, 473. 

Taylor,    W.,    Rural    Postman— 
Attendance  at  Orange  De- 
monstration at  Clones 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;    A.    Mr. 
Hanbury,  July  24,  1063. 

Rathfriland      Postmastership  —  Ap- 
pointment of  Person  Residing 
in  Downpatrick  Street 
Q.    Mr.  Rentoul ;  A.  Mr.   Han- 
bury, July  17,  239. 

Liverpool,  see  that  title. 

Mails,  sec  that  title. 

Postmen,  sec  that  title. 

Scotch  Questions— Delay  in  Delivery  of 
Newspapers  in  South-Western  Dis- 
trict 
Q.  Sir  M.  Stewart ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  659. 

Sheringham  —  Delay     in     Delivery     of 
Letters,  Disorganisation  of  Lundon 
Post  Office 
Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburyj 
July  23,  870. 

Telegraph  Service,  see  that  title. 

Transfer  of  Work  from  General  Office  to 
Mount  Pleasant 

Letter-boxes     with    two     Compart- 
ments, Number  in  East  Central 
District,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Cohen ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  75. 

Officials     charging      Postmen     and 
Sorters    with    causing   Delay, 
alleged 
Q.   Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  *4, 105&. 
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Post  Office— cont 

Transfer  of  Work,  etc. — cont. 
Postmen — Overtime  Pay 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  24,  1058. 

Sheringham,  Delays  at 

Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, July  23,  870. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill 

c.  Com.  (Be-com.),  July  18,  387. 

3B.,  July  19,  582. 
/.  1R.*  July  20,  589. 

2r.,  July  27,  1470. 

Standing  Orders,  July  23,  785. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill 

Debates  in    Committee,  and    on    Third 
Reading,  July  18, 387 ;  July  19,  582. 

Compensation 

Arbitration,  401. 

Leaseholders — Unexpired  Term* 
of  not  more  than  Eighteen 
Months,  388. 

Corporation  of  City  of  London, 
Special  Protective  Clauses  relating 
to,  399,  582. 

Local    Authorities,   Consulting,   394* 

395,  399. 

Plans  and  Books  of  Reference,  Pat- 
ting in  Tea-room,  etc.,  393, 394,  395, 

396,  401,  582. 

Rates — Liability  of  Government  to- 
pay  Rates,  Assessment,  etc,  387, 
388,  389,  390,  397,  398,  582. 

Re-housing — Number  of  Houses  de- 
molished, etc.,  396,  397,  582. 

Rights-of-Way  —  Powers  of  Post- 
master General  to  Divert  or  Stop 
up  Street,  Road,  or  Passage — Post 
Office  Court,  E.C.,  etc,  393,  398 
399. 

St.  Mary,  Whitechapel,  Special  Ex- 
emption Clause,  400,  401. 

Postage 

Excess  Charge  on    unstamped   Letters — 
Number  of  Charges,  Stamps  found 
loose  in  Post  Offices,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Duckworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury t 
July  23,  871. 

Postcards 

Undelivered  Postcards,  Returning — Extra, 
Charge,  Request  for  Return,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,. 
July  19,  471. 

Postmaster  General 

Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

Postmen 

Holiday  Arrangements — Signing  holiday 
Sheet,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury  » 
JvUij  .?6\  1327. 
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Postmen — cant. 

Rural  Postmen's  Shelters,  Relieving  Post- 
men of  the  Responsibility  of  Pro- 
viding 
Q.  Mr.  Stead  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  July 
27,  1518. 

Straw  Hats 

Qs.  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Steadman,  Mr. 
Labouchere  ;  As.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1326. 

Uniforms—Weight  of  Summer  and  Winter 
Uniforms 
Q.   Dr.    Tanner ;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 
July  27,  1518. 

York — Assistant    Inspector    of   Postmen 
keeping  Shop  with  Beer  Off-licence 
Q.   Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  655. 

Potato  Grop 

Experiments  with  Electrical  Conductors 
Q.    Mr.   Austin ;    A.  Mr.    Plunkett, 
July  26, 1340. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
July  19,  520. 

Tithe  Rent- charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  Be-com.t 
July  16,  139. 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters — Naval  Gun- 
boats for  the  Protection  of  Fisheries, 
July  28,  885,  886. 

"Powerftd,"  H.M.S. 

Water-tube  Boilers,  etc. 

Goschen's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  17, 
251. 

Premier 

Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

Preservatives  in  Foods 

Postponement   of    Prosecutions    Pending 
Report  of  Committee 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.    Sir  R.  Finlay, 
July  27,  1517. 

Report  of  Departmental  Committee,  Date 
of  Issue 
Qs.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  T.   M.  Healy  ; 
As.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July  26,  1316. 

Preston  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con.*  and  3r.*  July  23,  845. 

/.  Commons  Amend ts.*  July  24,  986. 

Pretoria 

see  South  African  War—Prisoners,  Women 
sent  over  to  the  Enemy's  Lines,  etc 

Price,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Norfolk,  E.] 

Marine  Biological  Association  and  Fish 
Culture— Plymouth  Laboratory,  Stock- 
holm Conference,  etc.,  July  26,  1319, 
1320. 

Wimbledon— rroposrd  School  Board,  etc., 
July  24,  1055. 
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Primrose  League  Meeting 

Lord  Salisbury's  Speech  on  National 
Defence  etc 
Os.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  27,  1460 ,-. 
Lord  Salisbury,  1464 ;  Earl  of  Rose- 
bery,  1469;  "Earl  of  Kimberley* 
1476. 

Prison-made  Goods 

Seizures   of    Foreign  Goods — Value  and 
Nature  of  Goods 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,, 
July  23,  872. 

Prisoners,  Ireland 

Muldowney   and    Finigan,  Remission  of 
Sentence 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  Roche,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour* 
July  20,  664. 

Prisons 

Debtors,  Number  of,  in  Custody— Treat- 
ment, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;   A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  19,  470. 

Devizes  Prison— Warder  ^Hargrave's  Pen- 
sion, apportioning  between  Imperial 
and  Local  Funds,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Goulding;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  74.  J 

Officials,  Retiring  Pensions — Memorial 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  23,  875. 

Reservists,    Number    of    Warders    and 
Guards— Alleged   insufficient  Staff, 
at  Portland,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  23,  874. 

Private  Bill  Legislation 

Cost — Delay  in  presenting  Return 

Q.   Mr.   D.   A.   Thomas;  A.   Mr.  J. 
Collings,  July  17,  235. 

Pro-Boers 
Position  of 

0.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  25,  1195.. 

Processional  Lights 

Use  of  in  the  Church  of  England 
Debate  (Lords),  July  16,  10. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms  Bill 

/.  \H.*  July  20,  635. 

2r.,  July  23,  842. 

Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  24,  1010. 

3R.*  July  26,  1285. 
e.  1R.*  July  26,  1345. 

Promotion  Board 

see  Army. 

Provand,  Mr.  A.  D.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 

Naval  Shipbuilding,  Use  of  Non-inflam- 
mable Wood,  July  16,  68. 
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Public  Accounts  Committee 

Report,    with  Minutes  of    Evidence  and 
Appendix  Presented,  July  25, 1162. 


Public  Houses,  Ireland 

Licences,  New  Licences,  etc — Annual  Re- 
turn 
Qs.  Mr.  M    Healy ;   As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  23,  879  ;  July  26, 1337. 

Public  Institutions 

Sunday  Opening— Sale  of  Catalogues 

Q.  Mr.  Ma&sey-Mainwaring ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  16,  86. 

^Public  Libraries  Bill 
Petition,  July  18,  342. 

Public  Petitions  Committee 

Report  Presented,  July  25,  1162. 

^Public  Records 

Ireland— Report  Presented,  July  20,  588, 
640. 

Public  Schools 

Army  Commissions — Number  allotted  to 
Eton. 
Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1048. 
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Queenstown 

Police    Landing    Regulations  —  Asking 
American  Passengers  for  Name  and 
Destination,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Hay  den  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  20,  666. 


.Public  Works  Board,  Ireland 

Assistant  Surveyor  of  Buildings,  Appoint- 
ment  of— Rejection  of  Mr.  Carden 
Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  19,  475. 


"Public  Works  Loan  Board 

Annual  Report  Presented,  July  16^  8,  56. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill 
c.  Com.,  July  23,  979. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill 

Debate  in  Committee,  July  28,  979. 

Fitzgerald,  J.,  Ca?e  of,  981,  982,  983. 
Lambert,  Mr.,  Case  of,  980,  981. 

Particulars  of  Loans,  Poor  Law 
Valuation,  Names  of  Commissioner 
and  Valuer,  etc. — Setting  out  in  the 
Bill  suggested,  982,  983. 

Recovery  of  Loans,  981,  982. 

Restitution  Fund,  982. 

•Quarries  Bill 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  July  26,  1345. 

*Queen  Anne's  Bounty  Board 

Joint   Committee   of    Inquiry  —  Report, 
July  16,  8,  92. 
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Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland 

Belfast— Report  Presented,  July  24,  988, 
1040. 

Cork— Report  Presented,  July  18,  342; 
July  19,  414. 

Quinlan,  James 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  Claim  for  Compensa- 
tion—Inquiry proposed 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  A .  Air.  J.  P.  Williams, 
July  26,  1309. 

Railway  Bills 

Group  8— Report  from  Committee,  July 
18,  342  ;  July  20,  637. 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  in.*  July  20,  m. 

Railways 

Bills  relating  to  Railways,  see  their  titles. 

Capital,  Traffic,  Receipts,  Working  Ex- 
penditure, etc. — Return  Presented,  July 
16,  7,  57. 

Cattle  carried  by  Rail,  Providing  Water 
for 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  23,  873. 

Continuous  Brakes— Return  Presented, 
July  23,  795,  848. 

Foreign  Countries,  see  their  Names. 

Fares 

Great  Northern  Railway  —  Third 
Class  Fare  between  Hornsey 
and  King's  Cross  more  than 
First  Class 
Q.  Mr.  Stephens ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  26, 1321. 

Suburban  Fares — Return 

Q.  Mr.  Stephens ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  26,  1321. 

Great  Eastern  Dispute — Arbitration,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.  Trevelytfn,  Mr.  E.  Gray,  Mr. 
Tennant ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  26, 
1322. 

Irish  Questions 

Amalgamation  Bill — Establishment  of 
Tribunal  to  settle  Disputes 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1339. 

Clones  Level  Crossing  and  Platform— 
Inspector's  Report 
Q.   Mr.   Macaleese  ;    A.  Mr.   J. 
Collings,  July  17,  239. 

Fishguard  and  Roeslare —  Construc- 
tion of  Line  between  Cork  and 
Fermoy 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Han- 


bury, July  26,  1338. 
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HaUways— cont. 

Irish  Questions— cont. 

Listowel-Ballybunion  —  Approximate 
Cost 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  16,  80. 

Listowel  to  Tarbert — Receiving  Depu- 
tation with    a  view  to  giving 
Grant 
Q.   Mr.   Flavin;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  478. 

SUgo  and  Northern  Counties — Running 
Goods  Wacons  with  Passenger 
Trains,  Delays,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.    S.    MacNeill;   A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  23,  882. 

Sutton- Howth     Tramway,    see   that 
title. 

Sutton  to  Censure  Railway,  Method  of 
Construction,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   T.    M.   Healy;   A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  26,  1339. 

Light  Railways,  Orders   Presented,  July 
20,  588,  639. 
(see  also  titles  of  Bills.) 

Luggage,  see  that  title. 

Season  Tickets,  Issue  of,  to  Third  Class 
Passengers,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Stephens;   A.  Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  23,  873. 

Hallways  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  19,  584. 

Rainfall 

India,  see  that  title — Monsoon,  etc. 

Ramsgate  Corporation  Improvements  Bill 
c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  17, 215. 

Con.*  July  23,  845. 

3R.#  July  26,  1295. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  27, 1456. 

Rangoon  Outrage 

Removal  of  Col.  Holland  from  Command 
Q.  Sir  L.  M'lver ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  24,  1052. 

Basch,  Major  F.  0.  [Essex,  S.E.] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3r.,  July  19, 
537. 

Army 

Commissions   and    Public   Schools — 

Number  allotted  to  Eton,  etc.,  July 

24,  1048. 
Leice*ters,  1st  Volunteer  Battalion — 

Insufficient  Supply  of  Rifles,  July 

24,  1048. 

Militia  Officers 

Pay — Drawing  Retired  and  Full 
Pay  at  the  same  time,  July  27, 
1507. 
Sergeant-Ma j  ore— Warrant  Rank, 
July  27,  1508. 
Reserve  of  Stores,  July  27, 1550. 
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Rasch,  Major  F.  C— cont. 
Army — cont 

Sentry  Duty  in  the  Metropolis- 
Number  of  Men  detailed  for  Guards, 
etc.,  July  19,  462. 

Strength  and  Organisation  of  Military 
Forces,  etc.,  July  27,  1551. 

War  Office — Reorganisation,  etc., 
July  27,  1550. 

Rates 

see  Local  Taxation. 

Rathfriland  Postmastership 

Appointment  of  Person  Residing  in  Down- 
patrick  Street 
Q.   Mr.   Rentoul;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  17,  239. 

Bawmarsh  Urban  District  Council  (Tram- 
ways) Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  17,  215. 
3R.*  July  20,  636. 

/.  Commons  Amend t.*  July  23,  787. 

Beading  Clerk,  House  of  Lords 
*ee  House  of  Lords. 

Rebels  in  South  Africa 
*ee  South  African  War. 

Beckitt,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Lincolnshire,  Brigg] 
Post   Office   Sites    (Re-committed)   Bill, 
Com.,  July  18,  389. 

Records 

Public    Record*,    Ireland — Report    Pre- 
sented, July  20,  588. 

Recruiting 

see  Army — Enlistment  and  Recruiting. 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterford] 

Education,    Ireland — New    Scheme — Op- 
portunity for  Discussion,  July  20,  767, 
769. 
Irish  Education  Bill,  2r.,  July  19,  528, 

531. 
Irish  Language,  Teaching  in  Irish  Schools 
— Teaching  English    through    the 
Medium  of  Irish   Language,  etc., 
July  20,  682. 

Proposed  Motion  for  Adjournment  of 
the  House,  July  16,  93. 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Vote 
for,  July  20,  782. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  [Clare,  E.] 

Intermediate    Education    (Ireland)    Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  489,  510. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland — Moni- 
tors, Instruction,  Gratuities,  etc,  July 

i9,  m. 
3  S  *\  <^*- 


Ref-Rig] 


INDEX. 
July  16-Vwty  27. 


FAfc 


Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Ireland,  Vote  for,  July  20,  111— {for  details 
of  discussion,  see  Ireland). 

Reformatory    and    Industrial    Schools 
(Scotland)  Bill 
Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16,  188. 

Registration  of  Firms  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  17, 
240. 

Reid,  Sir  R.  T.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Companies  Bill,  Cow.,  July  24,  1072,  1076, 
1088,  1090,  1093,  1103,  1112,  1118. 

Liberal  Leadership — Declaration,  July  25, 
1243. 

South  African  War— Policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Settlement  after  the  War,  Ad- 
ministration of  Civil  and  Military  Law, 
Punishment  of   Rebels,  etc.,  July  25,  , 
1179,  1188. 

Religious  Instruction  in  Schools 
Pauper  Children,  see  that  title. 

Removal  and  Settlement  of  Paupers 
Poor  Removal  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Rentoul,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Down,  E.] 

Army — Formation  of  New  Battalions,  Jiand 
and  Mess  Expenses,  July  17,  226. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)  Bill, 
2R.,  July  19,  508,  511,  514,  516. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of  in  Irish  Schools  in 
place  of  English,  July  20,  091. 

Rathfriland  Postmastership  —  Appoint- 
ment of  Person  Residing  in  Down- 
patrick  Street,  July  17,  239. 

Reserve  Forces 

Australasia,  see  that  title— Defence. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill 
c.  2R.  July  18,  385. 

Com.,  July  23,  965. 

Con*  and  3R.*  July  25,  1162. 
/.  Commons  Amend ts.*  July  26,  1269. 


"Revenge,"  H.M.S. 

Cordite  Explosion — Inquiry,  etc. 
O.  Adm.  Field,  July,  17, 338  ; 
Field ;  A.  Mr.   Goschen, 
1310. 


Q.  Adm. 
July  26, 


Rhodesia 

Martial  Law — Proclaimed  Districts 
Q.     Capt.      Sinclair ;     A.     Mr. 
Chamberlain,  July  27,  1501. 


Rickmansworth   and 
Water  Bill 


Uxbridge   Valley 


/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24,  985. 
3R>  July  27, 1450. 


Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.-&o*b| 

State  for  the  Home  Departmut  [La 
shire,  Blackpool] 

Arsenic,  Redaction  of — Report  o(I*m 
July  26,  1318,  1319. 

Burnley  Miners — Mines  Regulation  ] 
Enforcing  Check-weighing  Classes 
July  26,  1318. 

Debtors  in  Prison — Number  and  T 
ment,  etc.,  July  19,  471. 

London  School  Board  Re-ho 
Schemes,  July  16,  73. 

Metropolitan  Police  Force— DeBeiei 
Strength,  Supply  of  Recruits,  etc, 
19,  471. 
Prisons 

Officials' Retiring  Pension— Men 

Juiy  28,  875. 
"Warders — Number      of      Rese 
withdrawn,       alleged     insufl 
staff  at  Portland,  July  23,  874 

Sheffield  Laundry  Prosecution— Co 
with  War  Office,  July  23,  875. 

Teachers'  Superannuation  Act,  E: 
ing  to  Channel  Islands  and  1 
Man— Legislation,  July  16,  72. 

Vaccination  Prosecutions — Case  of 
Chatting,  July  16,  72. 

Rifle  Clubs 

Establishment  of,  as  means  of  Defei 
O.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  17,  272. 

Formation  of — Government  Allowai 
Q.  Mr.  Goddard  ;   A.  Mr.  Wyn 
July  20,  648. 
Ireland,    Establishment    of    Rifle 
proposed  —  Irish      Marksme 
Bisley 
Q.  Mr.  P.   O'Brien ;   A.  Mr.  ( 
Balfour,  July  20,  66*5. 

Rifle  Ranges 

Kilworth— Acquisition  of  adjoining 
Q.    Mr.  M.     Healy;    A.    Mr. 
Williams,  July  23,  860. 
Military    Lands  Act,   1892— Purchi 
Land    by    County    and    Be 
Councils,  etc. 
Q.  Captain  Sinclair ;  A .  Mr.  > 
ham,  July  23,  859. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  sec  that  title. 

Rifles 

Efficient  Rifles,  Supply  of,  at  Home 
South  Africa 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27,  1585. 
Leicester*,    1st  Volunteer  Battalio 
sufficient  Supply  of  Rifles 
Q.  Major  Rascn  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyn 
July  24,  1048. 

Right  of  Appeal 

Monaghan    Petty   Sessions  —  Rig] 
Appeal  Refused  to  M'Guiga 
Hughes,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;    A.   Mr.   ( 
Balfour,  July  16,  81. 


82 


Vol.  66.] 


SESSION   1900. 
July  lb— July  27. 


[Rio— Bob 


lio  de  Janeiro 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17,  192. 

iitchie,  Rt.  Hon.  0.  T.— President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  [Croydon] 

Coal 

Exportation  of  to  Foreign  Countries, 
British  and  American  Exports — 
Statistics,  J\dy  20,  654. 

Rise  in  Prices,  Export  of  Coal  to 
Foreign  Countries,  etc.,  July  27, 
1511. 

Companies  Bill,  Cow.,  July  24,  1065,  1066, 
1070,  1072,  1073,  1074,  1086,  10S9,  1090, 
1095,  1098,  1099,  1102.  1105,  1106,  1107, 
1108,  1109,  1111,  1125,  1129,  1131,  1140, 
1155,  1157,  1159,1160. 

Marine  Biological  Association — Plymouth 
Laboratory  —  Stockholm  Conference, 
etc,Ju/y'2G,  1319,  1320. 

Railways 

Cattle  Carried  by  Rail,  Providing 
Water  for,  etc.,  July  28,  873. 

Fares 

Great  Northern  Railway — Fares 
Between  Hornsey  and  King's 
Cross,  July  20,  1321. 

Suburban  Fares—Return,  July 
20,  1322. 

Great  Eastern  Dispute — Arbitration, 
etc.,  July  20,  1322. 

Passengers'  Luggage 

Amount  of  Free  Luggage,  etc., 
July  20,  1321. 

Correspondence  Relating  to,  Lay- 
ing on  the  Table,  July  20,  653. 

Season  Tickets— Issue  of,  to  Third 
Class  Passengers,  proposed,  July  23, 
874. 

Sligo  and  Northern  Counties  Railway 
Goods  Wagons,  Running  witn 
Passenger  Trains,  Delays,  etc.,  July 

23,  882. 

Sutton  -Howth  Tramway,  laying  by 
the  side  of  the  Road  instead  of  on 
the  Road,  etc.,  July  23,  881,  882. 

Water  Gas,  Use  of — Recommendations  of 
Departmental  Committee,  etc.,  July  20, 
653,  654. 

itualism  in  the  Church. 

Continued     Lawlessness     in     spite     of 
Decision  of  the  Archbishops,  etc. 
Debate  (Lords)  July  10, 10. 

Chester  Diocese — Use  of  Incense, 
13. 

Communion — Disobedience  to  the 
Rubric,  14. 

Decision  of  the  two  Archbishops, 
11. 

English  Church  Union  and  the 
Doctrine  of  Transubstantiation, 
16. 

Exeter  Diocese— Use  of  Incense, 
13. 
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Ritualism  in  the  Church — cont. 
Continued  Lawlessness,  etc.— cont. 
Debate  (Lords)— cont. 

Incense— Condemned  as   Illegal, 
10. 

Legal      Proceedings  —  Proposed 
Fund  for  Expenses,  18. 

Memorial  and  Deputation  to  the* 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  11. 

Processional  Lights — Condemned 
as  Illegal,  11. 

St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Paddington, 
High  Mass,  13. 

River  Floods 

Dromore— Complaints 

Q.  Mr.  Daly  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  20,  1331. 

Roads 

Ireland— Traction  Engines  on,  Mainten- 
ance of  Roads,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Macaleese;   A.   Mr.  G.  W, 
Balfour,  July  19,  476. 

Scotland— Lewis,  Delay  in  making  Roads. 
Q.   Mr.    Caldwell  ;   A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  July  23,  876. 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifion] 

South  African  War 

Boer  Women  and  Children  sent  to 
the  Enemy's  Lines,  July  27,  1628. 

Expenditure— Comparisons  with  Boer 
Expenditure,  July  27,  J  628. 

Roberts,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Denbighshire,  W.] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3b.-,  July  19, 
558. 

China— Anti-Foreign  Rising 

Indian  Troops  for  China,  Hospital  and 

Medical     Arrangements,    July   20, 

1299. 
Japanese  Troops,  Number  landed  in 

China,, etc.,  July  19, 455. 

Indian  Army— Troops  Withdrawn  from 
Establishment  for  Service  outside  India 
— British  Troops,  Number  Withdrawn, 
etc.,  July  #0,643. 

Indian  Budget — Famine,  Imperial  Grant 
/Irrigation  Works,  etc.,  July  20, 1405. 

Roberts,  N. 

Nonconformist  Pupil  Teacher  at  Holy- 
head National  School — Managers 
refusing  to  sign  Memorandum  of 
Agreement,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  J.  Griffith  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst* 
July  £4,1055. 

Robertson,  Mr.  E.  [Dundee] 

Army 

Officers— Money    Competency,    "  No- 
man  but  a  rich  man  can  enter  the 
Army,"    Cavalry  "  Scandal,"    etc 
July  27,  1614. 

3  S>  *  V***" 
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Bobertson,  Mr.  R— cant. 

Army — cont. 

Supplementary  Estimate — Total  Ex- 
penditure for  the  Year,  etc,  July 
27,  1610. 

Navy — Water-tube     Boilers,      Alarming 
Growth  of  Shipbuilding  Vote,  etc.,  July 
17,  328. 
South  African  War 

Inquiry  into  Conduct  of  the  War,  etc, 

July  £7,  1611,  1613. 
Stores  Transferred  from  Navy  to  Land 
Service -Return,   July  24,    1047  ; 
July  $7,  1611. 
Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3R.,  July 
16,  117  ;  Be-com.,  July  16,  149. 


INDEX. 

July  IS— July  27. 
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Bochdale  Corporation  Bill 
port  from  Committe 
July  16,  3 ;  July  17,  191. 


/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
Jul 


Roche,  Mr.  J.  [Galway,E.] 

Irish  Convicts — Cases  of  Muldowney  and 
Finigan,  Remission  of  Sentence  pro- 
posed, July  20,  664. 

Bockhall  and  Bochford  House 

Religious  Instruction  for  Children— Non- 
appointment  of  Church  of  England 
Chaplain  by  Willesden  Board  of 
Guardians,  etc 
'  Q.  Mr.  Talbot ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
17,232. 

Boe's  Patent  Bill 
c.  2r.#  July  18,  341. 

Reported  without   Amend ts.,  July  24, 

1038. 
3R.*  July  27,  1496. 

Standing  Orders,  July  23,  846. 

Bolland,  CoL 

Removal  from  Command  at  Rangoon 

Q.  Sir  L.  M'lver ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  24,  1052. 

Bollit,  Sir  A.  K.  [Islington,  S.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1077,  1087. 

Boman  Catholic  Chaplain 

Navy — Proposal  under  Consideration 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  27,  1510. 

Bose-Innes,  Mr. 

see  South  African  War — Settlement  after 
the  War. 

Bosebery,  Earl  of 

Strength  and  Organisation  of  Home  De- 
fences, July  27,  1468. 

Bossavally  Tenantry 

Purchase  of  Holding — Interest  in  Lieu  of 
Rent 
Q.    Mr.    Doogan;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  26, 1336. 
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Railway — Construction  of    Line  betas 
Cork  and  Fermoy 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Hantay, 
July  26,  1338. 

Botherham  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con*  July  20,  636. 
3R.*  July  24, 1038. 
/.  Commons  Amendte.*  July  26,  1267. 

Botherhithe  and  Ratcliff  Tunnel  Bill 
e.  Reported  with  Amendte.,  July  16, 55. 
Con,*  July  23,  845. 

Royal  Artillery 

see  Army — Artillery. 

Boyal  Irish  Academy 

see  Ireland— Academy. 

Beyal  Irish  Constabulary 

see  Constabulary,  Royal  Irish. 

Boyal  Irish  Bifles 
Command 

Q.   Mr.  S.  MacNeili ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  27,  1503. 

Boyal  Marines 

see  Marines. 

Boyal  Beserve  Battalions 

see  Army. 

Boyal  University,  Ireland 

Account   of   Receipts    and    Expenditure 
Presented,  July  27,  1498. 

Bnral  Schools 

Educational  Grants— Differential  Treat- 
ment in  Rural  and  Urban  Schools 
Motion  (Lord  Heneage),  July  24, 1024. 

Bnral  Postmen 

Shelters— Relieving  Postmen  of  Respon- 
sibility 
Q.  Mr.  Stead  man  ;  A.  Mr.  H  anbury, 
July  27,  1518. 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  [Cheltenham] 
South  African  War 

Boots   for   the    Troops — Inadequate 

Supply  alleged,  July  19,  459. 
Tugela  Engagement— CoL  Long's  Ex- 
planation, Publication  of,  July  19, 
459. 

Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.—Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Deportation  of  Irish  Paupers— Case  of  J. 

Jones,  July  16,  78. 
Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  BilL  2R.t 

July  17,  212,  213,  214. 
Hove  Recreation  Ground — Raising  Loan, 

etc,  July  27,  1514. 
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Russia 

Eggs  Imported  to  Ireland — Exportation 
to  England  as  Irish  Eggs 
Qs.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  As.  Mr. 
Plunkett,  July  20, 670. 

St.  Petersburg,  see  that  title. 

Sailing  Training  Squadron 

see  Navy — Training  Squadron. 

Saint  David's  Railway  (Abandonment) 
Bill 
/.  Reported  without  Amend t.,  July   27, 
1449. 

St.  David's  Railway  (Additional  Powers) 
Bill 
/.  Bill  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  July  24, 
985. 

St.  Petersburg 

Herring  Trade — Facilities  for  Discharge 
and  Storage 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
16,  71. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Bill 
Petitions,  July  16,  55  ;  July  18, 342 ;  July 
19,  452 ;  July  23,  847. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill 
Petitions,  July  16,  56  ;  July  17,  216 ;  July 
18,  342 ;  July  19,  452 ;  July  20,  639 ; 
July  23,  847 ;  July  24,  1039 ;  July  25, 
1162. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(Scotland)  Bill 
Petitions,  July  16,  56 ;  July  19,  452 ;  July 
20,639 

Salford 

Volunteer  Engineer  Corps,  Formation  of, 
see  Lancashire. 

Salford  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24, 1039. 

Salisbury,  Marquess  Of— Prime  Minister  and 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

Burden  of  Empire— Resources  and  Obliga- 
tions of  the  British  Empire,  July  20, 
617. 
China 

Anti-Foreign    Rising — Papers,    July 
23,  796. 

Burden  of  Defending  British  Position, 
July  20,  617. 

Indian  Expenditure— Report  of  Royal 
Commission,  July  20,  616. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others)  Bill,  3r.,  July  20, 
620. 
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Salisbury,  Marquess  of— cont. 

Ritualism  in  the  Church— Disobedience 
of  the  Clergy,  July  16,  25. 

Strength  and  Organisation  of  Home  De- 
fences, July  27,  1463. 

Salisbury's,     Lord,     Primrose     League 
Speech 
see  Primrose  League  Meeting. 

Samuel,  Mr.  J.  [Stockton] 

Post   Office   Sites    (Re-committed)    Bill, 

Com.,  July  18,  389,  398. 
Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  23, 
982. 

Sandhurst,  Lord 

Indian  Famine— Monsoon,  Rainfall,  etc., 
July  16,  9. 

Sands,  J. 

Farm  near  Listowel,  Protection  of — Num- 
ber of  Police  employed,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  19,  478. 

Sandys,  CoL  T.  M.  [Lancashire,  Bootle] 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  957. 

Sardinia 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17,  792. 

Sassoon,  Sir  E.  [Hythe] 

Imperial  Telegraphic  Communication — 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  July  23,  867, 
868. 

Warren,  Mr.,  Consul  General  at  Shanghai 
— Appointment  as  Charge  d'Affaires, 
July  24,  1040,  1041. 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly   Societies 
c.  BUI  Withdrawn,  July  16,  187. 

Scarborough  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  23,  785. 

School  Attendance 

see  Education— Attendance. 

School  Boards 

Wimbledon  Proposal,  Ratepayers'  Reso- 
lution, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Price ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gont,  July  24, 
1055. 

Science  and  Art  Directory 

Attendance  of  Science  and  Art  Scholars — 
London  Board   Schools'  Duplicate 
Registration 
Q.  Mr.   E.   Cecil ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorat, 
July  24,  1057. 
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Science  and  Art  Directory— cont. 
New  Regulations  and  Alterations 

Clause   6— Alteration,    Effect  of,  on 

School  Board  Classes  and  the 

Education  Department  Grant 

Q.  Mr.  J.    A.   Pease ;  A.  Sir  J. 

Gorst,  July  27,  1516. 

Inspectors  of  Schools'  Correspondence, 

Q.  Mr.  Harwood ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  27,  1515. 

Opportunity  for  Discussion 

Q.  Mr.  Harwood  ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  67,  1515. 

Pupil  Teachers— Effect  of  New  Regu- 
lations on 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  27,  1516. 

Regulations    becoming   Lawful    and 
Operative  without   being  laid 
on  the  Table,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
July  27,  1515. 

ffooble,  Sir  A.  R.  [Hackney,  Central] 

Loyalists'  Losses  in  Natal,  Compensation 
for,  July  17,  220. 


Scotland 

Secretary— Tit.   Hon.   Lord   Balfour  of 

.Burleigh. 
Lord  Advocate — Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Army  Recruits— Number  joined  in  1899 
and  1900 
Q.  Mr.  Shee;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham,  July 
26,  1306. 

Avoch  Harbour  Accommodation,  Improve 
ment  of — Grant-in-aid,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;   A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray 
July  16,  78. 

Bills  relating  to  Scotland,  see  their  titles, 

Channel  Fleet — Visit  to  Invergordon,  pro 

Q.  Mr.   Caldwell;   A,  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  23,  862. 

Death  Certification—Eight  per  cent,    of 
Uncertified  Burials 
0.  Lord  Monkswell,  July  17,  209. 

Education — for   collective  heading,    see 
Education. 

Fee  Grant — Annual  Payments  on  basis  of 
Equivalent  Grants 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
July  17,  236. 

Inver  Water  Supply — Delay  in  completing 

Works 
Q.    Mr.    Caldwell;    A.    Mr.    A.   G. 

Murray,  July  23,  877. 
Lewis,  Island  of,  see  that  title. 
Post  Office  Questions,  see  Post  Office. 

Roads — Delay    in    Construction    in    the 
Island  of  Lewis 
Q.    Mr.   Caldwell;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  July  23,876. 


Scotland— cont 

Sheriff  Court  Procedure— Committee  Re- 
port 
Q.    Mr.    Wallace ;    A.    Mr.    A    G. 
'  Murray,  July  26,  1330. 
University 

Fees — Return  m    n 

Q.  Mr.  T.  Shaw  ;  A.  Mr.  AG. 

Murray,  July  20,  659. 
Return  Ordered,  July  23, 849. 
General    Report    of    Commissioners 
Presented,  July  23,  795,  848. 
Whisky  in  Bond— Return  Presented,  July 
19,452. 

Scott,  Mr.  0.  P.  [Lancashire,  Leigh] 

India 

Cholera  Outbreak— Additional  Medi- 
cal Officers,  etc.,  July  19, 467 ;  Jtdy 
20,  652. 

Famine 

Cattle,  Mortality  among— Funds 
Available  for  Supply  of  Fodder, 
Seed  Grain,  etc.,  July  19,  467 ; 
July  23,  864. 
^  Loans  to  Native  States,  July  23, 
865. 
Number    of    Persons    Relieved, 
etc.,  July  23,  864. 
South  African  War— Boer  Women  sent 
to  Enemy's  Lines,  July  20,  646  ;  July 
23,  858. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  936,  937. 

Scouting 

Training  in 

Os.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27,  1574 ; 
Col.  Welby,  1603. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill 

c.   Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  19, 
486. 

Seamen's  Fund  Winding-up  Act 

Account  of  Receipt  and  Expenditure  Pre- 
sented, July  16,  8,  57. 

Season  Tickets 

Railway  Companies  Issuing  Season  Tickets 
to  Third  Class  Passengers,  proposed 
Q.   Mr.  Stephens ;   A.  Mr.    Ritchie, 
July  23,  873. 

Secondary  Education  Bill 
see  Education  Bill. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Attack  on,  see  War  Office — Administra- 
tion. 

Seely,  Mr.  0.  H.  [Lincoln] 

South  African  War — Despatches,  Publi- 
cation of.  Volunteers  and  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Invalided  Home,  etc.,  July 
27,  1598. 

Volunteers— Garrison  Duty,  Offer  of 
Services,  etc.,  July  24,  1046. 

Votantom  BvlU2R.,/ttty  18,  379. 
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Sentry  Duty 

London — Number   of    men   detailed    for 
Sentry-go,  etc. 
Q.    Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  4(52. 


SESSION  1900.  [Sen— Sin 

July  lb—July  27. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Select  Committee  on  Police 


Service  Voters 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  BUI,  July  17,  194,  195. 

Seymour,  Admiral 

see  China — Anti- Foreign  Rising. 


Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill 
/.  Report    from  Committee  of  Selection, 
July  23,  788  ;  July  24,  987  ;  July  26, 
1267. 
2R.,  July  23,  789. 

Witnesses  Ordered  to  attend  Select  Com- 
mittee, July  24,  985. 

Standing  Orders,  July  16,  1. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill 
Debate  on  Second  Reading,  etc.,  July  23, 
789. 

Fisheries  Inspector's  Report 

Q.   Earl  of    Mayo;   A.   Earl    of 
Denbigh,  July  23,  841. 

Objections  to  the  BUI,  789,  792,  794. 

Riparian  Owners'  Rights — Compensa- 
tion for  Loss  of  Water,  etc.,  7 


794. 


90, 


haw,  Mr.  T.  [Hawick  Burghs] 

University  Fees,  Scotland— Return,  July 
20,  659. 

hebeens 

Ireland— Return  Presented,  July  23,  848. 

hee,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Waterford,  W.] 
Army 

Recruits— Number  joined  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  1899  and 
1900,  etc.,  July  26,  1306. 

Reservists'  Pay  and  Allowances,  etc., 
Increase  in,  July  26,  1303. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland)BUl,  2k., 
July  19,  523. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools 
in  place  of  English,  July  20,  763. 

leffield 

Victoria  Laundry  Prosecution— Contract 
with  War  Office 
Q.    Mr.    Tennant;   A.    Sir    M.    W. 
Ridley,  July  23, 875. 

leffield  Bye-law 
Resignation  of  Members  of  County  CouncU 
— Meath  County  CouncU 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1338. 
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and  Sanitary  Regulations  BUls,  July 
26,  1296. 

Sheringham 

Delay  in  DeUvery  of  Letters— Disorganisa- 
tion of  London  Post  Office 
Q.  Sir  G.  FardeU ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  23,  870. 

Shipbuilding 

Construction  of  Ironclads  and  Torpedo 
Boats  for  the  Chinese  by  British 
Firms — Legislation 
Q.  Colonel  PilkiDgton  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  23,  853;  Q.  Colonel 
PUkington;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 
24,  1041. 

Naval  Programme,  see  Navy. 

Shirt  Contracts 

Army  Contracts— Total  Number  supplied 
for  Troops  in  South  Africa,  Non- 
acceptance  of  Tenders  from  Irish 
Firms,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUUams,  July  23,  861. 

Sidmouth,  Viscount 

Dock  Accommodation  for  Naval  Ships — 
New  Works,  etc.,  July  17,  207,  208. 

Silver  Coinage 

Crowns  and  Double  Florins— Continuing 
Coinage  of 
Q.  Mr.   F.  D.  Smith;  A.  Sir  M.  H 
Beach,  July  19,  469. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar] 

Army     Supplementary     Estimate— Wai 

Expenditure,  etc.,  July  27,  1590. 
Cape  Colony    Ministerial  Crisis — Papers 
relating  to,  Laying  before  the  House, 
July  16,  $3. 
Military  Lands  Act,   1892— Purchases  of 
Land  by  County  and  Borough  Councils, 
etc.,  July  23,  859. 
Reserve  Forces  BUI,  2r.,  July  IS,  386. 
South  African  War 

Boer     Prisoners     sent     to     Ceylon 

—Number,  etc.,  July  23,  857. 
Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams, 

July  27,  1594,  1620. 
Martial   Law   in  Cape  Colony    and 

Rhodesia,  July  27,  1501. 
Despatches,  Publication  «of,  July  16, 
62. 
Holding  back  Information,  etc., 
July  27,  1593. 
Newspapers,    Prohibition  of,    under 

Martial  Law,  July  27,  1597. 
Soldier  Settlers  after  the  War,  Annua 
Cost  of  Garrison  in  South  Africa 
etc.,  July  27,  1591. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  377,  384 ; 
Com.,  July  23,  925,  949,  953,  959,  962, 
963. 


Sin— Son] 


INDEX. 
July  16— July  27. 


VolW: 


Sinclair,  Mr.  L.  [Essex,  Romford] 

Vaccination  Prosecution — Case  of  F.  J. 
Chatting,  July  16, 72. 

Sisters  of  Nazareth 

South  Denes  Volunteer  Camp  —  Col. 
Brownrigg  prohibiting  Visits  and 
Collections 
Qs.  Dr.  Tanner ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  458  ;  July  20,  648  ;  July 
24, 1047. 

Sittings  and  Adjournments  of  the  House 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of 

Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July  16, 


Sligo  and  Northern  Counties  Railway 
Goods  Wagons  Running  with  Passenger 
Trains — Delays,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  28,  882. 

Smith,  Mr.  S.  [Flintshire] 

Indian  Budget— Famine,  Imperial  Grant, 
etc.,  July  26,  1434. 

Smith,  Mr-  W.  F.  D.  [Strand,  Westminster] 
Silver    Coinage — Issue   of    Crowns   and 
Double  Florins,  July  19,  469. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum — Examina- 
tion for  Assistantships,  July  17,  235. 

Sneem 

Extra  Police  Force — Protection   of   Mr. 
Warden's  House,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  As.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  19,  481. 

Pier — Erection     of     Goods    Store,    Mr. 
Warden's  Objections 
Q.    Mr.    Flavin;   A.   Mr.  Plunkett, 
July  20,  669. 

Teacher's  Residence  Site 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  20,  662. 

Soames,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Norfolk,  S.] 

Army  Head-gear— Death  of  Private  W. 

Ward   at  Yarmouth  from   Sunstroke, 

alleged,  July  26,  1305. 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations  in 

Norfolk,  July  16,  76. 

Soldiers 

Discharged  Soldiers  —  Treatment  of 
Private  R.  Weir,  Removal  from 
Netley  Hospital  to  Enniskillen 
Workhouse  —  Cause  of  Insanity, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  16,  65. 

Old  Age  Pensions 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  July  27,  1553. 

Settlement  of  Soldiers  in  South  Africa 
after  the  War,  see  South  African  War 
— Soldiers. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  see  that 
title— Army  and  Navy  Services,  ate. 


South  African  War 

Administration  of  South  Africa  after 
War,  see  sub-heading  Settlement. 

Afrikander  Bond 
Loyalty  of 

Os.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  July  25, 11 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  1190. 

"  Treasonable  Conspiracy  " 

0,   Mr.   Lloyd-George,  July 
1202. 
After  the  War,  see  sub-heading  Settlen 

after  the  War. 
Artillery—  Reserves     of     Artillery 
Ammunition  on    Outbreak  of 
War 
Q.    Mr.   Yerburgh ;    A.    Mr.  W. 
ham,  July  24,  1045. 

Australian  Assistance 

Os.  Lord  Brassey,  July  7ft,  436  ;  : 
quess  of  Lansdowne,  442. 
Bloemfontein  Hospital  Arrangement 
sub-heading     Hospital     and     Me 
Arrangements. 

Boer  Prisoners,  see  sub-heading  Priao 

Boer    Women    sent    to    Enemy's    1 

— Proclamation,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott;  As.  Mr.  W 

ham,  July  20,  646 ;  July  23,  85 
0.  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  July  27,  1628. 
Qs.  Dr.  Tanner,  Sir  W.  Lawson  ; 

Mr.  Wyndham,  July  24,  1044. 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner  ;    A.   Mr.   Wynd 

July  26,  1303. 

Boers     in     British     Hospitals — Nui 
Treatment,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene  ;  A.  Mr.  W 
ham,  July  19,  456. 

Boots  for  the  Troops — Inadequate  Su 
Lord  Roberts'  Telegram 
Q.  Gen.  Russell ;    A.  Mr.  Wynd 
July  19,  459. 

Botha,  Mr.  J.,  Arrest  of,  in  Cape  Col 
Q.  Sir  W.  Lawson  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  C 
berlain,  July  16,  63. 

British  Forces 

Number  of  Troops  in  South  Afri< 
Wyndham's,     Mr.,     Statei 
July  27,  1530. 
Reinforcements — Statistics 

Qs.  Mr.  Lloyd  -  George,  M 
MacNeill ;  As.  Mr.  Wynd 
July  20,  646. 

British    Prisoners,  see   sub-heading 
soners. 

British  Reverses,  see  sub-heading  Su 
der,  etc. 

Canadian  Contingent,  Officers'  Brav* 
Loss  of  two  Distinguished  Offii 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Jul 
442. 

Cape  Colonv 

Martial  Law,  see  that  sub-headii 

Rebels,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Sanitary  Arrangements,  Sir 
Foster's  Suggestions,  etc.,  see 
heading  Hospital  and  Medica 
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South  African  War— con*. 
Casualties 

British  Casualties  in  June 

g..  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  27,  1501. 

Delay  in  Notification  of  Deaths  of 
Soldiers,  see  sub-heading  Notifica- 
tion of  Deceased  Soldiers ;  also 
sub-heading  Surrender  of  British 
Troops. 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams 

Os.  Sir  H.  Vincent,  July  27, 1575; 
Capt.  Sinclair,  July  27,  1594 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27,  1619. 

Censorship    of   Letters    during   the 
Siege  of  Ladysmith 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1544. 

Joubert's,  Gen.,  Telegram  of  Condo- 
lence to  Lady  Symons 
Os.  Capt.  Sinclair,  July  27, 1596: 
Mr.  Wyndham,  1620. 

Natal  Correspondence — Return  Pre- 
sented, July  24,  1040. 

Suppression  of  Telegram  from  Meet- 
ing held  at  Westminster  Palace 
Hotel 
Os.  Capt.  Sinclair,  July  27,  1595  ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  1620. 

Chamberlain *s,  Mr., Policy,  see  sub-heading 
Policy  of  the  Government. 

Chaplains — Insufficient  Supply 

Q.  Lord  H.  Cecil ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  462. 

Civil  Surgeons,  see  sub-heading  Hospital 
and  Medical  Arrangements. 

Colenso  Engagement — Col.  Long's  Expla- 
nation, see  sub-heading  Tugela  Engage- 
ment. 

Colonial  Contingents  —  Further  Corre- 
spondence, relating  to,  Presented,  July 
16,  7,  56. 

Comforts  for  the  Troops,  see  sub-heading 
Gifts. 

Commissariat  —  Troops     half     starved, 
alleged 
0.  Mr.  Wason,  July  27,  1577. 

Cost  and  Finance  of  the  War 

Expenditure  compared  with  the  Ex- 
penditure of  the  Transvaal 
0.  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  July  27,  1629. 

Ireland — Amount  contributed  towards 

the  War 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour,  July  23,  856. 
0.  Mr.   T.   M.  Healy,  July  27, 

1637. 

Supplementary  Estimate 
Approximate   Amount 

Q.   Capt.   Donelan ;  A.   Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  23,  856. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement, 
July  27,  1525. 

County   Councils,    Members   of,   at   the 
Front,  Loss  of  Office,  etc. 
Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief 
Bill,  see  that  title. 
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\  South  African  War— cont. 
Deceased  Soldiers 

Money  due  to — Payment  to  Relatives 
0.  Mr.  Dalziel,  July  27, 1607. 

Notifications,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Despatches— Publication 

0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27,  1623. 
Laying    on   the   Table   before   Dis- 
cussion on  the  Supplementary 
Estimate 
Q.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  23, 
855. 
Non-publication   of,  Re-written   De- 
spatches, etc. 
0.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  ./wfy  27, 1631. 
Paardeberg,  Bloemf  ontein,  Ladysmith,, 
etc. 
Qs.      Capt.     Sinclair,     Mr.     S. 
MacNeill ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, July  16,  62. 
Withholding  Information 

Os.   Sir.   H.    Campbell  -  Banner- 
man,    July     27,   1556;     Capt. 
Sinclair,  July  27,  1593. 
(see  also  sub-headings  Names  of  En- 
gagements, etc. ) 
Discharged  Soldiers,  Treatment  of — Case 
of  Private  R.  Weir 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  16,  65. 

Disfranchisement    of    Rebels,    see    sub- 
heading Rebels. 

Enteric  Fever 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements 
0.    Sir    W.     Foster,    July    27, 
1565. 

Inoculation  against 

Inquiry  into  Results  by   South 
African  Hospitals  Commis- 
sion 
Q.  Col.  W.  Murray ;  A.  Mr. 
A.    J.    Balfour,    July   23, 
854. 
Results  among  Officers  and  Men 
—Statement   of   Director- 
General  of  Army  Medical 
Department 
Q.   Mr.    Channing;   A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  24,  1045. 
Ladysmith— Number   of  Admissions 
to  Hospital,  Number  of  Deaths, 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  16,  65. 

Expenditure,   see   sub-heading  Cost  and 

Finance  of  the  War. 

Free   State   Annexation,  Lord   Roberts' 

Proclamation 

0.  Mr.  Labouchere,  July  25,  1227. 

Garrison,  Permanent  British  Garrison,  see 

sub-heading  Settlement  after  the  War. 

German  Criticism 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1547 ;  Sir 
H.  Vincent,  1575. 

Gifts  for  the  Troops  —  Non-delivery   of 
Parcels  for  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Q.  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  26,  1302. 
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South  African  War— cont 

Government  Policy,  see  sab-heading  Policy 
of  the  Government. 

Guns,  Erosion  of,  by  Cordite — Committee 
of  Inquiry 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Panlton ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  17,  226. 

Hardships — Troops  half  starved,  alleged 
0.  Mr.  Wason,  July  27, 1577. 

Honnen  Spruit  Disaster,  Despatch  of  ex- 
prisoners  to    guard   Spruit — Want 
of  Equipment,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1302. 

Horses 

Lessons  of  the  War 

Os.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  July  17, 
204;  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
206. 

Supply  of  Remounts,  etc. 

Os.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  July  17, 
204 ;  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
206 ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27, 
1547 ;  Mr.  Wyndham,  1624. 

Hospitals 

Boers  in  British  Hospitals — Number, 
Treatment,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  D.   Greene;  A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  19,  456. 

Number  of    Men  in    Hospital    from 
Causes  other  than  Wounds 
Q.  Mr.  Maddison  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  23,  858. 

Hospital  and  Medical  Arrangements 

0.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  «/«/y  £7, 1567 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
27,  1564 

Civil  Surgeons 

Number  Employed — Number  of 
Army  Medical  Officers 
under  Two  Years'  Service, 
etc 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  16,  64. 

Pledge  of  Secrecy 

Qs.  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr. 
Burdett-Coutts,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  20, 
643  ;  Q.  Dr.  Farquharson  ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July 
26, 1301;  Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  A. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27, 
1502;  Q.  Dr.  Tanner; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July 
27,  1506. 

Commission  of  Inquiry 

Os.  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  July  19,  448. 

Additional  Members 

0.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  17, 
222. 

Constitution  of— Opportunity  for 
Discussion 
Qs.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  Mr. 
S.  MacNeill :  As.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Speaker, 
July  17, 222L 
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South  African  Wax—  cont. 

Hospital    and    Medical    Arrangemento- 
cant. 
Commission  of  Inquiry — cont. 
Constitution  of,  etc.  -—cont. 
Motion  for  Adjournment  of 
the      House,      propoeed- 
Speaker's  Decision,  July  17, 
222. 
Cunningham's,    Prof.,     Appoint- 
ment 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  16, 6L 
Enteric      Fever,       Innocul&tion 
against — Inquiry  into  Re- 
sults, proposed 
Q.  Col.  W.  Murray  ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  23,  854. 

Harrison,  Mr.,  Appointment  of— 
Member  of  Army  Railway 
Council 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  23, 
885. 

Powers  to  enforce  Attendance  of 
Witnesses — Protection  of 
Witnesses,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill,  Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, July  24,  1042. 

Warrant  of  Prime  Minister,  Lord 
Justice  Homer's  State- 
ment, etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
Pickersgill ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1299. 

Medicines  and  Instruments,  quality 
of,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27%  1585. 

Nurses,  Number  of  Deaths— Request 
for  more  Doctors  and  Nurses 
Q.  Dr,  Tanner;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  24,  1044. 
Sanitary  Conditions  Inquiry 

Q.  Sir  W.   Foster ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1499. 

Indian  Contingent — Return  to  India 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1540. 

Inquiry  into  Surrender  of  Prisoners,  etc., 
see  sub- heading  Surrender. 

Invalided     Officers   and    Men  — Number 
invalided  home,  Number  of  Deaths, 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  19,  460. 

Invalided  Volunteers  and  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry, Treatment  of,  by  the  War 
Office 
0.  Mr.  Seely,  July  27,  1599. 

Johannesburg 

Court  of  Chief  Magistrate  Tribunal, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.   MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  19,  461. 

Resumption    of    Industrial     Occupa- 
tions 
Q.    Mr.     Kimber ;    A.    Mr.     J. 
\  CftAmtaafaao^  Jufy  27^  1500. 
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Sou      African  War-  cont. 
Koornspruit  Disaster 

Despatches,  Publication  of— Charges 
of  Concealment 
O.  Mr  Wyndham,  J\dy  27,  1622, 
1625. 
Officer  Responsible  for  failure  to  com- 
municate with  Col.  Broadwood 
Q.   Mr.   S.    MacNeill;    A.    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  27,  1500. 

Ladysmith 

Enteric  Fever — Number  of  Admissions 
to    Hospital   and    Number   of 
Deaths,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
•   ham,  July  16,  65. 

White's,  Sir  G.,  Despatches,   Publi- 
cation of 
Qs.  Capt.   Sinclair,  Mr.  S.  Mac- 
Neill ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  16,  62. 

Lessons  of  the  War 

Army  Medical  Department,  see  Aimy. 
Dilke,  Sir  C,  on,  July  27, 1541. 

Reconstruction  of  the  War  Office  and 
Reorganisation  of  the  Army 
Debate  (Lords),  July  17,  196. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1526. 

Letters— Censorship,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Liberal  Party 

Attitude  of  Certain  Members,  Effect 
of  on  Prolonging  the  War 
0.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  25, 
1199. 

Liberal  Party  and  their  Leadership 
Os.   Mr.   A.   J.    Balfour,  Sir  R. 
Reid,  July  25,  1243. 

Lindley  Disaster 

Inquiry  into  Surrender  of  Troops 

Q.  Mr.   Kimber ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  27,  1501. 

Treatment  of  Prisoners  by  the  Boers, 
etc* 
Os.  Mr.  Kimber,  July  27,  1609 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  1627. 
Loyal  and  Disloyal  Dutch 

0.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  25, 1189. 

Loyalists'  Losses  in  Natal,  Compensation 
for  —  Payment    out    of     Colonial 
Funds,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  17,  220. 

Magazine,  Attempt  to  blow  up,  see  sub- 
heading Pretoria. 

Martial  Law  Administration  —  Cape 
Colony,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  July  25,  1171 ; 
Mr.  A.  Elliot,  1178;  Sir  R. 
Reid,  1179;  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  1235. 

Civil  Prisons,  Detention  of  Persons 
in,  Number  detained,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.   Humphreys-Owen ;  As. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  16, 
64;  July  17,021. 
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South  African  War- con*. 

Martial      Law     Administration  —  Cape 
Colony,  etc.— cont. 
Date  of  last    Trial  for  Treasonable 
Offences 
Q.   Mr.   Buchanan ;    A.   Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  63. 

Miscarriage  of  Justice,  alleged— Case 
of  Mr.  J.  Botha 
Q.  Sir  W.   Lawson  ;  A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain.  July  16,  63. 

Proclaimed    Districts— Cape  Colony 
and  Rhodesia 
Q.   Capt.    Sinclair ;   A.    Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  July  27,  1501. 

Proclamation  bj  Civil  and  Military 

Authorities  —  Withdrawal   of, 

etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Chamberlain,  July  26,  1301. 

Rebels,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Medals 

Colonial    Troops,     Rumours    as    to 
Separate  Medal 
Q.    Lord    Carrington ;   A.    Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  July  26, 
1289. 

Distributing  Medals  immediately  on 
the  conclusion  of  the  War 
0.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount 
Royal,  July  26,  1290. 

Medical  Comforts— British  Medical  Com- 
forts for  the  Boers — Treatment  of 
British  Prisoners 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  27, 1502. 

Medical  and  Sanitary  Arrangements,  see 
sub-headings  Hospital  and  Medical 
Arrangements,  and  Sanitary  Arrange- 
ments. 

Milner,  Sir  A. 

Labouchere's,  Mr.,  Attack  on,  July 
25,  1225. 

Natal— Censorship  of  Letters,  etc.,  see 
sub-heading  Censorship. 

Naval  Stores  Borrowed  by  the  Army,  etc. 
— Return 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  24,  1047 ;  0. 
Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27, 
1611. 
Return  Presented,  July  24,  988, 1040. 

New  South  Wales  Field  Hospital 

0.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  July  27,  1570. 

Newspapers — Prohibition  of,  under  Mar- 
tial Law 
0.  Captain  Sinclair,  July  27,  1597. 

Nicholson's  Nek  Disaster 

Os.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27,  1613. 

Nitral's  Nek  Disaster 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  1546. 

Notification  of  Deceased  Soldiers,  Delay 
in    Notifying— Case     of   Sergeant 
French  and  Private  Martin 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  16,  66. 
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South  African  War— con*. 
Officers  ordered  Home 
Justice  Denied 

0.  Mr.   T.   M. 
1635. 

Officers    taking    Command 
positions,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Hartley,  July  27,  1589. 

Orange  River  Colony— Nurses,  Number 
of  Deaths,  etc. 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1044. 

Paardeberg—  Publication  of  Despatches 
Qs.   Captain   Sinclair,  Mr.    S.    Mac- 
Neill ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July 
16,62. 

Parcels  —  Non-delivery   of,    to   Imperial 
Yeomanry 
Q.  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  26,  1302. 

Pay  of  Soldiers 

Colonial  Soldiers'  Pay— Higher  Rate 
of  Pay  than  English  Soldiers 
0.  Mr.  Dalziel,  July  27,  1608. 

Delay  in  Paying,  alleged 

0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27,  1587. 
Policy  of  the  Government,  Attack  on — 
Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July  25, 
1168,  1199,  1243. 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  Defence,  1186. 

Necessity  for  a  Clear  Issue,  1187. 

No  Neutral  Ground,  1187. 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,    Motives  —  Sus- 
picions 
Os.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  July  25,  1168  ; 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  1196;  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  1200. 

•   Grey,  Sir  E.,  on  the  "Merits  "  of  the 
War,  July  25,  1251. 
Pretoria 

Boer  Women  sent  over  to  the 
Enemy's  Lines,  see  sub-heading 
Boer  "VVomen. 

Magazine,  Attempt  to  blow  up— 
Lieut.  Tossel  and  Mr.  S. 
Gillingham  condemned  to 
Death 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  17,  224  ;  July 
24,  1043. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners 

Ceylon,  Despatch  of  Prisoners  to 
— Number,  etc. 
Q.   Capt.   Sinclair;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  28,  857. 

Medical  Comforts,  see  that  sub- 
heading. 

British  Prisoners 

Pretoria  Prisoners— Treatment 
Q.     Mr.    Lloyd -George ;    A. 
Mr.    Wyndham,    July   20, 
646. 
Surrender,    etc.,    see    that   sub- 
heading. 

Yeomanry— Lindley  Disaster 
Os.    Mr.   Kimber,   July   27, 
1609 ;  Mr.Wyn&toni,Wl 
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South  African  War— cont. 
Pro-Boers,  Position  of 
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0.    Mr. 
1195. 


J.    Chamberlain,    July  2S, 


Racial  Hatred  and  Suspicion  between  the 
two  Races  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony 
Os.  Sir  R.  Reid,  July  25, 1182;  Ml 
J.  Chamberlain,  1189,  1196. 

Rebels 

Martial  Law,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Papers  Relating  to — Laying  on  the 
Table 
Q.   Mr.   S.  Buxton;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  19,  461. 

Punishment 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  July 
25,  1164. 

Blame  Attached  to  the 
Government,  1166. 

Canadian  Rebellion  Analogy, 

1169,  1223. 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  Defence, 
1191. 

Colonial  Secretary  and  the 
Cape  Government,  1165, 
1171, 1191. 

Commissioners  to  be  Ap- 
pointed    to    try     Rebels, 

1170,  1192,  1221. 

Confiscation  and  Damage  to 
Property,  1167. 

Disfranchisement,  Balance  of 
Political  Power* — Suspen- 
sion of  Cape  Constitution, 
etc.,  1167,  1184,  1191,  1201, 
1221,  1237,  1239,  1245, 
1252. 

Distinction  between  Ring- 
leaders, " willing"  Rebels, 
etc.,  1165,  1221. 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord,  on, 
1169,  1184,  1247,  1252. 

Loyal  and  Disloyal  Dutch, 
1189. 

"  Prevention,"  not  "  Re- 
venge," 1194. 

Roberts  's,  Lord,  Proclama- 
tion of  Warning  to  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  1178. 

Relief  Funds— Patriotic  Fund  Commis- 
sioners' Administration,  see  title 
Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners. 

Rolling  Stock — Expenditure  on,  etc 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27* 
1531. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1541. 

Royal  Irish  Rifles,  Command — Appoint- 
ment 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  27,  1503. 

Sanitary  Arrangements  at  the  Cape,  etc. 
Correspondence     between      Sir    W. 
Foster   and    the  War  Office  Pre- 
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South  African  War— cont. 

Sanitary  Arrangements,  etc. — cant. 

Inadequate  Arrangements 

0.  Sir  W.  Foster,  July  27,  1567. 

Inquiry  proposed 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  27,  1499. 

Settlement  of   Soldiers,  see  sub-heading 
Soldier  Settlers. 


Settlement  after  the  War — Annexation, 
Form  of  Government,  etc 
Os.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  July  25, 1171 ; 
Mr.  A.  Elliot,  1178;  Sir  R. 
Reid,  1179;  Mr..  E.  Cecil, 
1212;  Mr.  Labouchere,  1226; 
Sir  H.  Campbell  -  Bannerman, 
1230  ;  Mr.  Courtney,  1248 ;  Sir 
E.  Grey,  1253. 

Balfour's,  Mr.,  Statement,  1242. 

Chamberlain's,    Mr.    J.,    Statement, 
1196. 

Disarmament,    Number    of    Troops 
necessary  to  Uphold  the  Au- 
thority of  the  Queen,  etc. 
Os.   Sir  R.    Reid,   1183 ;  Mr.   E. 
Cecil,  1215. 

Military  Administration 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Sir  H. 
Campbell- Bannerman,  1198. 

Permanent     Garrison  -  Number      of 
Men,  etc.,    Wyndham's,    Mr., 
Statement,  July  27,  1560. 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  July  27,  1591. 

Rose- In  nee',  Mr.,  Opinion 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  25, 
1197  ;  Mr.  Labouchere,  1222. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1530. 

Shirt  Contracts — Number   of  Shirts  sup- 
plied, etc. 
Q.    Mr.   M.    Healy;    A.   Mr.    J.  P. 
Williams,  July  23,  861. 

Soldier  Settlers  after  the  War 

Os.   Mr.  E.  Cecil,  July  25,  1216 ; 
Capt.  Sinclair,  July  27,  1591. 

Inter-Departmental  Committee 

Q.  Lord  Wolverton;  A.  Earl  of 
Selborne,  July  23,  843. 

Stores — Naval  Stores,  see  that  sub-heading 

Sufferings  caused  by  the  War 

0.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  July  25,  1189. 

Surgeons,  see   sub-heading  Hospital  and 
Medical  Arrangements. 

Surrender  of  British  Troops,  Guns,  etc— 
Inquiry 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27, 1541 ; 
Sir  J.  Colomb,  1552;  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  1557 ; 
Mr.  Arnold- Fore ter,  1558 ;  Mr. 
E.  Robertson,  1611. 

Lindley  Disaster 

Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A.  M.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  27,  1501. 

Trial  by  Court-Martial 

0.  Col.  Welby,  July  27,  1602. 
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South  African  War— cant. 

Telegrams — Censorship,     see    that    sub- 
heading. 

Transport — Deficient  Regimental  Trans- 
port, Half  Rations,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  July  27,  1586. 

Transport  Service,  see  that  title. 

Tugela      Engagement — Colonel      Long's 

Explanation,  Publication  of 

Q.  Gen.  Russell;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhain, 

July  19,  459  ;  Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ; 

A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July,  20,  645. 

Typhoid  Fever,  see  sub-heading  Enteric. 

Volunteers,  see  that  title. 

Walsh,  Private — Under-age  Recruit,  Dis- 
charge, Pension,  etc. 
<?.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  458. 

Warren's  Sir  C,  Appointment 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27,  1545. 

White,  Sir.  G.,  Return  from  South  Africa 
— "  Jingo  Ovations,"  etc 
0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July  27, 1613. 

Widows  of  Men  who  have  died  in  the  War 
— Provision  for 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27,  1624. 

Women  sent  over  to  Enemy's  Lines,  see 
sub-heading  Boer  Women. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial,  see  Yeomanry. 


South  Denes  Volunteer  Camp 

Brownrigff,  Col.,  Prohibiting  Visits  and 
Collections  by  Sisters  of  Nazareth 
Qs.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  458  ;  July  20,  648 ;  July 
24,  1047. 


South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railways  Bill 
c.  2R.*  July  16,53. 
Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  24, 1039. 


South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
Bill 

I.  3r.*  July  19,  410. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  25,  1161. 


South  Kensington  Museum 

Victoria  and  Albert   Museum,  see  that 
title. 


South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill 

I.  Report  from    Select    Committee,  July 
16,  2. 
3R.*  July  23,  786. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  27, 1495. 


South  Shields  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  17,  216. 

Con.*  July  24, 1038. 

3R.*  July  27,  1496. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  27%  1456. 
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South.  Staffordshire  Tramway*  Bill 

/.  Common*  Amend  to.*  July  16,  3  ;  July 
19,4\\. 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill 
e.  Cm.  and  3B.#  JWy  /£,  41. 
/.  1B.#  ,/t//y  77,  190. 
2K.*  July  23,  786.  I 

Committed,  «/Wy  ££  985. 
Report  from   Committee  of  Selection, 

Jt*/y  ^  987  ;  /w/y  i£,  1267. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  27,  , 
1449. 

SUnding  Orders,  July  20,  585. 
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Earl 

Dock  AggoouiwiariBw  ior  Naval  Skip*— 
New  Works,  etc.  ,/«/y  /7,  308u  ^^ 
Education  Bill.  2tr  Jwly  23,  799, 809. 

Irish  Railway   ^■■■^■■■imi  Bflk  3l 
■7«/y  27,  1451,  1453;  14m. 

Poor  Removal  Bill,  3ml,  July  19, 418. 

Reorganisation  of  the  Araj  and  Bene- 
strnction  of  the  War  Office,  Jmly  n 

202.  '     ' 

Tithe  Rent-charaf  Ireland)  BOL  2L,Sifr 
/*,  421.  J 


Sonthport  Corporation  Bill 
/.  2K.#  ,/t//y  id,  410. 
Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  26,  1266.  , 

Standing  Order*,  July  16,  1. 

Sonthwark 

Homing  of  the  Working  Classes — Educa- 
tion  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion (London)  Bill,  July  16,  49,  51. 

London  (Sonthwark)    Provisional    Order ' 
Bill,  see  that  title.  j 

Souttar,  Mr.  B.  [Dumfriesshire] 

Indian  Budget — Famine,  Imperial  Aid, 
etc.,  July  26,  1372.  | 

Speaker  (Bt  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully)  [Carlisle]     i 
Adjournment   of  Debate— House  having  [ 
agreed  to  the  Suspension  of  the  Twelve 
o^lock  Rule,  Motion  to  adjourn  Debate 
at  12.15,  July  24,  1151,  1153,  1154.  , 

Amendments  to  Bills  out  of  Order  » 

Companies     Bill — Amendment    with  ! 
reference  to  Chartered  Companies, 
July  24,  1065.  j 

Education  Bill— Amendments  Raising  | 
Discussions  on  Subjects  of  Educa- 
tion, July  19,  527,  528,  529. 

Charge  on  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  Bills 
containing  such   Clauses— Preliminary  | 
Resolution    unnecessary,    as    Expenses 
would    be  included  in  the    Estimates, 
July  26,  1163. 
Irrelevant  Observations,  July  16,  125,  130, 
177. 
Irish  Language  and  the  Intermediate 
Education  Bill,  July  10,  506,  507, 
519. 

Motions  for  Adjournment  of   the  House 
to  Discuss  Matters  of  Urgent  Public 
Importance 
Anticipating  Opportunity  for  Discus- 
sion in  Committee  of  Supply,  July 

16,  93,  94. 
Discussing  same  matter  twice,  July 

17,  222,  223,  224. 
Grievance  not  of  Urgent   Public  Im- 
portance, July  16,  93,  94. 

Questions— Making  Speeches  on  putting 
Questions,  July  -24,  1043.  \ 
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Spirit  Imports 

Niger  Coast   Protectorate— Amount  im- 
ported in  1896  and  18991,  Duties  paid 
on  Stocks  by  Native  Traders,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  23,  867. 

Stamps 

Excess  Charge  on  unstamped  Letters- 
Number  of  Charges,  stamps  found 
loose  in  Post  Offices,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Duckworth ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  23,  871. 

Standing  Committees 
see  Committees. 

Standing  Orders 

Resolutions    Reported    from    Committee, 
July  16,  54  ;  July  23,  785. 

Sittings  and  Adjournments  of  the  House 
—Suspension  of  Standing  Orders 
Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July  PJ> 
95. 

(see  also  titles  of  Bills.) 

Stanhope,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Burnley] 

Burnley  Miners — Mines  Regulation  Acts, 

Enforcing  Check- weighing  Clauses,  etc, 

July  26,  1317. 
Indian  Army — British  Officers  in  Native 

Regiments,  Increase  in    Number    of — 

Cost,  etc.,  July  26,  1314, 

Steadman,    Mr.    W.  a   [Tower  Hamlets, 

Stepney] 

Customs  Watchers — Improved  Conditions 
of  Service,  July  26, 1330. 

Post  Office  Employees 

Central  Telegraph  Office  —  Punish- 
ment for  Exceeding  Dinner  Inter- 
val, etc,.,  July  20,  656. 

Delays— Charges  against  Postmen  and 
Sorters,  July  24, 1058. 

Holidays— Postmen  signing  Holiday 
Sheet,  July  26, 1327. 

Liverpool  Postal  Staff— Promotion  of 
Clerk  to  be  Superintendent,  etc., 
Juhj  20, 655. 
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Steadman,  Mr.  W.  C.—*ont. 
Post  Office  Employees — cont. 

Mount  Pleasant — Postmen's  Overtime 

Pay,  July  24, 1058. 
Straw    Hats    for  Postmen,  July   26, 
1326. 

York — Assistant  Inspector  of  Post- 
men keeping  Shop  with  Beer  Off 
Licence,  July  20,  655. 

Stephens,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Middlesex,  Hornsey] 
Season  Tickets— Issue  to  Third  Class  Pas- 
sengers, July  23,  873. 

Stewart,  Sir  Donald 
Death  of 

Os.  Lord  Hamilton,  July  26,  1364; 
Sir  H.  Fowler,  1367. 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M.  [Kirkcudbright] 
"Kowshing"    Claims— Arbitration,  July 
26,  1315. 

Postal  Deliveries,  Scotland— Delay  in  De- 
livery of  Newspapers  in  South  Western 
District,  July  20,  659. 

Strachey,  Mr.  E.  [Somerset,  S.] 

Post  Office  Sites  (Re-committed)  Bill, 
Com.,  July  IS,  397. 

Strafford,  Earl  of 

Sat  First  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
his  Brother,  July  20,  585. 

Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal,  Lord 

War  Medals — Distributing  immediately 
after  the  War,  July  26,  1290. 

Straw  Hats  for  Postmen 
see  Postmen. 

Strutt,  Hon.  C.  H.  [Essex,  Maldon] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  3R.,  July  19, 
543. 

Submarine  Boats 

Experiments  —  Watching    Experiments 
Abroad,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Harwood,  July  17,  303  ;  Capt. 
Phillpotts,  313  ;  Mr.  Arnold-Forster, 
321 ;  Mr.  Goschen,  333. 

Trials    of,    during   French    Naval    Man- 
oeuvres 
Q.  Mr.   Harwood ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  26,  1310. 

Suburban  Railway  Fares 

see  Railways-— Fares. 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Brehon  Laws,  Publication  of,  July  26, 
1337. 
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Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  V.—cont. 

Dungloe  Sessions,Truck  Act  Prosecution — 


Case  of  Mr.  O'Donnell,  July  28,  882. 

Irish  Language 

Census  Returns,  July  20,  660. 

Use  of  in  Irish  Schools  in  place-  of 
English,  July  20,  733. 

Sorters'  Examinations,  July  26, 1327. 


Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill 

Petitions,  July  IS,  342  ;  July  20,  639 ;  Julxt 
28,  847 ;  July  2$,  1039. 

Sunday  Opening  of  Museums,  etc. 

Public  Institutions — Sale  of  Catalogues 
Q.  Mr.  Massey-Mainwaring ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  16,  86. 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill 

I.  Reported  without  Amendts.,  July  16,  2^ 

3R.*  July  19,  410. 
c.  1R.*  July  19,  452. 

Standing  Orders,  July  23,  844. 

Superannuation 

Civil  Servants,  see  that  title. 

Devizes  Prison,  see  that  title. 

Teachers   in    Isle  of  Man  and  Channel 
Islands 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
July  16,  71. 

{see  also  titles  of  Bills.) 


Supply 


Army    and    Navy    Estimates,  see    those 
titles. 

Business  of  the  House— Additional  Days 
Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July  16,  95. 

Business  of  the  House— New  Estimates 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  July  16,  102. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

Additional   Supplementary  Estimate 
Presented,  July  17,  217. 

Colonial  Office— £32,250,  Com.,  July 
25,  1164. 

Irish  Votes 

Education— £787,503,  Com.9July 
20,  673. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial 
Schools— £54,767,  Coin.,  July 
20,  771. 


Surveyors 

see  Ireland. 


Sutton  to  Censure  Railway 

Method  of  Construction,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  26,  1339. 
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Sutton-Howth  Tramway 

Laying  Tramway  by  the  side  of  the  Road 
instead  of  on  the  Road — Application 
for  Parliamentary  Powers,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  July  19,  477  ;  Q.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  23, 
881. 


Sweden 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  27,  1468. 

Ta-ku 

see  China — Anti-Foreign  Rising. 

Talbot,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  G.  [Oxford  University] 
Rockhall  and  Rochford  House — Religious 
Instruction  for  Children,  Non-appoint- 
ment of  Church  of  England  Chaplain, 
.etc.,  July  17,  232. 

Tanner,  Dr.  C.  K.  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid] 

Army 

Civil  Surgeons— Supposed  Pledge  of 
Secrecy,  July  27,  1502. 

Retired  Medical  Officers  Recalled  to 
Active  Service,  July  27,  1503. 

Irish  Language,  Use  of,  in  Irish  Schools, 
in  Place  of  English,  July  20,  761. 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill,  Com.,  July  19,  584. 
Postmen 

Straw  Hats  for,  July  26,  1326. 

Uniforms  —  Relative  Weight  of 
Summer  and  Winter  Uniforms,  July 
27,  1518. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill,  Com.,  July  28, 
979,  983. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Women,  Expulsion  of,  from 
Pretoria,  July  24,  1044;  July  26, 
1303. 

Nurses,  Number  of  Deaths  in  Orange 
River  Colony,  etc.,  July  24,  1044. 

South  Denes  Volunteer  Camp— Col. 
Brownriffg  prohibiting  Visits  and  Col- 
lections bv  Sisters  of  Nazareth,  July  19, 
458  ;  July  20,  648,  649 ;  July  24,  1047. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  —James  Quinlan's 
Claim  for  Compensation,  July  26,  1309. 


Tarbert 

Railway  from  Listowel— Receiving  Depu- 
tation with  a  View  to  giving  Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  19,  478. 


'Taunton  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report  of  Attorney-General,  July  19, 
409. 
2R.*  July  19,  410. 
Reported  with  Ainendts.,  July  26,  \2fifc. 


Taxation 

India,  see  that  title. 

Local  Taxation,  see  that  title. 

Taxes  and  Imposts 

Return  Presented,  July  19,  452. 

Taylor,  William 

Newbliss     Postman — Attending    Orange 
Demonstration  at  Clones 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.   Hanbmy, 
July  24, 1063. 

Teachers 

see  Education. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland,  see  that 
title. 

Teachers  of  Music  Registration  Bill 
c.  lB~*  July  20,  673. 

Teachers'  Superannuation  Act 

Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man,  Extend- 
ing to — Legislation 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  SirM.  W.  Ridley, 
July  16, 71. 

(see  also  titles  of  Bills.) 

Technical  Instruction 

Committees — Women  Members,  Return 
Presented,  July  20,  639. 

Minute  of  Board  of  Education  Sanction- 
ing Subjects  to  be  taught  under  Clause 
8,  Presented,  July  16,  8,  56;  July  20 
588,  639. 

Telegraph  Service 

Cable  Communication,  see  that  title. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  —  Return 
Ordered,  July  23,  849. 

Telegraph  Service  Employes 
Central  Office,  Overtime,  etc. 

Q.   Mr.   Woods ;    A.    Mr.    Han  bury, 
July  19,  472. 

Harwich  Post  Office  Staff— Transferring 
Female    Telegraphist    to    Enfield, 
Removal  Expenses,  etc 
Q.  Mr.   Goddard ;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  20,  657. 

Limerick  Telegraph  Messengers 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  26,  1332. 

Liverpool — Promotion  of  No.   34  on  the 
Seniority  List 
Q.    Mr.  M'Ghee;  A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  17,  233. 

Tenancy  Contracts 

Ireland— District  Council's   Disqualifica- 
tion 
Q.   Sir  W.   Foster;    A.   Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1337. 
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ennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire] 

Arsenic,  Reduction  of  Employment — Re- 
port of  Inquiry,  Laying  on  the  Table, 
July  26,  1318,  1319.  " 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Labour  Dispute, 

July  26,  1322. 
Sheffield  Laundry  Prosecution— Contract 
with  War  Office,  July  23,  875. 

Tents 

Army — Supply  of  Tents,  etc. 

Os.  Lord  Heneage,  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  July  17,  205,  206. 

Thomas,  Mr.  A.  [Glamorganshire,  K] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  $EL.tJulyl9, 
544. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Coal 

Exportation  of,  to  Foreign  Countries, 
from  England  and  the  United 
States,  Statistics,  July  20,  654. 

Naval  Emergency  Contracts,  July  17, 
227 ;  July  20, 650. 
Madagascar— Infraction  of  British  Trade 
Rights  by  France,  Reply  to  Representa- 
tions, July  19,  463. 

Private  Bill  Legislation,  Cost  of — Delay 
in  presenting  Return,  July  17,  235. 

Tientsin 

see  China — Anti-Foreign  Rising. 

"Times" 

Fire  Brigades  Committee  Report,  Publi- 
cation of,   previous    to  Laying  on 
Table 
Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Collings, 
July  20,  654. 

"Times  of  Natal" 

Letters   addressed     to  —  Publication    in 
South  African  Blue-book 
(?.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  20,  645. 

Tipperary 

Constabulary  —  Medical     Appointment, 
Neglecting  to  Consult  wishes  of  the 
Police 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  19,  474. 


Tithe  Bent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Re-com,  and  3r.,  July  16,  117. 
L  1R  *  July  17,  193. 

2r.,  July  19,  420. 

Com.,  July  23,  840. 

Reported  without  Amend ts.,  July  24, 
988. 

Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  26,  1275. 

3R>  July  27,  1495. 
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Tithe  Bent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill 

Debate  on  Third  Reading  (Commons), 
July  16,  117 ;  Second  Reading 
(Lords),  July  19,  420;  Committee 
(Lords),  July  23,  840;  Report 
(Lords),  July  26,  1275. 

Annuities 

Miscalculation  by  the  Treasury, 
alleged,  153,  168,  422,  429. 

Rate  of  Interest,  Reduction  in 
Period  for  Redemption,  etc., 
141,  142,  152,  169,  422,  425,  428. 

Ardilaun,  Lord— Dublin  Daily  Ex- 
press, etc.,  137,  142. 

Basis  of  Variation— Judicial  Rent  v. 
Price  of  Produce,  160,  165,  425. 

Church  Fund,  Effect  of  the  Bill  on, 
135,  151,  168,  176,  178,  425,  434. 

Compulsory  Redemption,  Period  for 
Redemption,  Treasury  Consent,  etc., 
142,  179,  1279,  1281,  1282. 

Corn  Averages,  Publication  in  the 
Dublin  Gazette— Decision  of  Appeal 
Court,  etc.,  421,  422,  429. 

Ecclesiastical  Tithes  —  Variability, 
etc.,  151. 

Ecclesiastical  and  Lay  Tithes,  Draw- 
ing Distinction  between,  166. 

"  Equivalent  Estates  "  Application  of 
the  Bill  to,  140. 

Estates  purchased  since  1896,  135, 
137,  139,  141,  142. 

Estates  sold  between  1872  and  1896, 
Application  of  the  Bill  to,  135,  431, 
1276, 1277. 

Irish  Church  Glebe  Purchasers,  160, 
163. 

Land  Commission,  Powers  of,  142, 
840,  1283. 

Land  Speculators,  137. 

Landlords'  Grievances,  424,  426,  427, 
430,  431,  432. 

Lay  Tithes  —  Variability,  Revision, 
etc.,  151,  165,  421,  422,  429,  433, 
1275. 

Mortgages,  Marriage  Settlements, 
etc.,  Exclusion  from  the  Bill,  135, 
136. 

Omission  of  Report  Stage,  118,  119, 
120,  122,  123,  124,  125,  126,  127,  130, 
132. 

Poor  Rate— Deduction  from  Tithe 
Rent-charge,  425. 

Produce — Wheat  and  Oat*,  Fall  in 
Prices  since  1872,  424,  433. 

Purchase  since  May  12,  1899,  Appli- 
cation of  the  Bill  to,  145,  146,  1276. 

Rents 

Judicial  Rent,  157. 

Reasons  for  Reductions,  Fall  in 
Price  of  Produce,  Tenants'  Im- 
provements, etc.,  159. 

Ulster,  160, 164,  182. 
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Tithe  Bent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill— cont. 
Debate,  etc.— cont. 

Sales  under  the  Land  Acts,  Value  of 
Property,  etc.,  138,  139,  142,  428. 

Section  40  of  Act  of  1896,  137,  138. 

Settlement  of  1869-72,  152,  422,  423, 
428,  1276, 1279,  1283. 

Treasury — Restoring  to  the  Treasury 
Power  of  Deciding  Period  of  Pur- 
chase, 840,  1283. 

Treasury  Memorandum  of  1895,  141. 

Tobacco 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Tomlinson,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.  [Preston] 

Cable  Communication  in  the  West  Indies 
— Want  of  Direct  Communication,  De- 
pendence on  Foreign  Cables,  etc.,  July 
19,  464. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1073,  1107, 
1134. 

Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  955. 

Tonga  Islands 

British  Protectorate,  Proclamation  of 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  24,  1050. 

Torpedo  Boats 

Construction    of,    by    British  Firms  for 
China— Legislation 
Q.   Col.  Pilkington  ;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  23,  853. 

(see  also  Navy. ) 

Tossel,  Lieut. 

Attempt  to  blow  up  Pretoria  Magazine — 
Sentence  of  Death 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  17,  224  ;  July  24,  1043. 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

/.  2R  *  July  16,  2. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  19, 

413  ;  July  26,  1265. 
Report    from    Committee  of  Seleotion, 
July  23,  788. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill 
/.  Com.,  July  20,  589. 
Reported  with  Amend ts.,  July  24,  988 ; 
July  26,  1275. 

Traction  Engines 

Use  of,  on  Public  Roads,  Expenditure  on 
Coast  Road  between  Glenarm  and 
Larne—  Legislation  proposed,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaieese  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, July  19,  476. 

Trade,  Board  of 

President— Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  ll\lc\\\e. 

VS 
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July  l$— July  27. 

Trade  Marks 

"  Foreign   Origin  " — Imported  Tin  Boxes, 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Han  bury. 
July  27,  1518. 


Trade  Reports  Presented 

Annual  Series,  July  17,  192 ;  July  18, 343; 
July  £0,  588,  640 ;  July  24,  988,  1040 ; 
July  25,  1162;  July  26,  1268;  July  27, 
1458, 1498. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  July  17,  192  \\July 
18,  343. 


Trade  and  Commerce 

Canadian  Exports  to  Germany 

Q.  Gen.  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  26,  1343. 

Honduras  —  Treaty  of  Commerce  and 
Navigation  with,  July  19,  413. 

India 

"India  England's   Fourth   best  Cus- 
tomer" 
0.  Mr.  Souttar,  July  26,  1315. 
Statistics 

Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  July  26,  1315. 

Madagascar,  British  Trade  in,  see  Mada- 
gascar. 

Uruguay— Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navi- 
gation with,  Presented,  July.  24&98&i. 
1040. 

Training  Squadron 

see  Navy. 


Tramways 

Bills    relating    to    Tramways,    see  their 
titles. 

Sutton-Howth  Tramway,  see  that  title. 


Tramways  Orders  Confirmation   (N"o.' 1) 
Bill 

c.  Reported  with  Amend  ts.,  July  20,  637. 

Con,*  July  28,  846. 

3R.*  July  24,  1038. 
I.  Commons  Amend  ts.*  July  26,  1267. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2> 
Bill 
c.  2R.*  July  17,  215. 
Reported  without   Amendt.,   July  27+ 

1496. 
Standing  Orders,  July  16,  52. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)> 
Bill 
c.  2r.#  July  24,  1038. 

Memorandum  Ordered,  July  17,  217 — Pre- 
sented, July  T8,  343. 

%\axu\\xu&  Orders,  July  33,  844  ;  July  *&\ 
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Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  4) 
Bill 

c.  2R.*  July  24,  1038. 

Standing  Orders,  July  23,  844  ;  July  26, 
1296. 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill 
I.  2R.*  July  16,  4. 
Com.*  July  27,  1457. 
Report  from  Committee  of   Selection, 

July  19,  413  ;  July  23,  788. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  26, 
1265. 

Transport 

Regimental  Transport,  see  Sonth  African 

Transport  Service 

Return — Delay  in  issue 

Q.  Mr. Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney,  July 
16,  62. 

South  African  War 

"  Avondale  Castle  " — Non-observance 
of  Queen's  Regulations  fixing 
Canteen  Prices 
Q.  Mr.  Bryce  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  457. 
"Custodian"  —  Complaints   against 
Provisions  and  Canteen  Arrange- 
ments 
Q.  Mr.  Paul  ton  ;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, July  19,  457. 
Transport  Officers— Rewards  and  Dis- 
tinctions 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
July  23,  857. 

Travers'  Foundation 

Income    and    Expenditure   Statement  — 
Approval 
Resolution    (Mr.    A.    Chamberlain), 
July  19,  584. 

Trawling 

Irish   Waters — Protection    of    Fisheries, 
Naval  Gunboats  proposed 
Q.   Mr.   Power;   A.    Mr.    Plunkett, 
July  23,  885. 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  C.  P.  [York,  W.R.,  Elland] 
Great  Eastern  Railway — Labour  Dispute, 
Arbitration,  etc.,  July  26,  1322. 

Luggage 

Excess  Charges— Laying  Correspon- 
dence on  the  Table,  July  20,  653. 

Free  Luggage  Allowances,  July  16, 
75. 


Truck  Act 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  O'Donnell  at  Dungloe 
Petty  Sessions 
Q.    Mr.    T.    D.    Sullivan;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  23,  882. 

Trust  Investments 

Colonial  Stock  Bill,  see  that  title. 
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Tuberculosis 

Case  of  on  West  Cheshire  Farm— Action 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
24,  1054. 

Tugela  Engagement 

see  South  African  War. 


Tuke,  Sir  J.  B.  [Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1068. 

Tully,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,  S.] 

South  African  War — Expenditure,  etc., 
July  27,  1638. 

Turbine  Principle 

Torpedo  Boats,  etc. — Mr.  Goschen' s  State- 
ment, July  17,  243. 

Turkey 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17, 192. 

Tweedmouth,  Lord 

Army — Question  of  Remounts,  Lessons  of 
the  South  African  War,  July  17,  204. 

County  and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion (London)  BUI,  2r.,  July  17,  194. 

Reading  Clerkship  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
Appointment  —  Power  of  Appointing 
Reverting  to  the  Clerk  of  Parliament, 
Appointment  of  Legal  Assistant,  etc., 
July  24,  1011,  1023. 


Twelve  o'clock  Rule 

Suspension  of 

Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  July  16, 
95. 

Tyne  River  Police  Force 

Refusal  of  Home  Secretary's  Certificate — 
Correspondence  Presented,  July  24,  988, 
1040. 

Tyrone 

Postal  Arrangements— Coagh 

Q.   Mr.  Doogan;    A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
July  26,  1333. 

Uganda 

British  Protectorate 

Report  of  Special  Commissioner  Pre- 
sented, July  26,  1268,  1298. 

Ulster  Custom 

Dublin  Land  Commission  Court— Case  of 
Lindsay  v.  Corry,  Judge's  Decision 
Q.   Mr.  S.  Young;   A.  Mr.  G.    W. 
Balfour,  July  17,  237. 

Under-age  Recruits 

see  Army — Enlistment  and  Recruiting. 
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United  States 

Coal  —  Exportation     of, 
Countries,  Statistics 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  20,  654. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  17,  192. 
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July  16 — July  27. 

Victoria  and  Albert "  Yacht 
Removal  of  Silicate  Cotton,  etc 

Qs.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  Mr.  G.   Bowles  ; 
As.  Mr.  Goschen,  July  27,  1509. 


Universities,  Scotland 

Fees — Return 

Q.   Mr.    T.    Shaw;    A.  Mr.    A.    G. 
.  Murray,  July  20,  659. 

Return  Ordered,  July  23,  849. 

General    Report  of   Commissioners  Pre- 
sented, July  28,  795,  848. 

Urban  Schools 

Educational  Grants— Differential    Treat- 
ment in  Rural  and  Urban  Schools 
Motion  (Lord  Heneage),  July  24, 1024. 


Uruguay 

Treaty  of  Friendship,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation  Presented,  July  24,  988, 
1040. 


Vaccination 

Bacterial    Impurity   of  Vaccine    Lymph 
supplied     by     Local    Government 
Board,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Bayley;  A.  Mr.   Chaplin, 
July  26,  1315. 

Prosecutions — Case  of  F.  J.  Chatting 

Q.   Mr.   L.   Sinclair;    A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  July  16,  72. 

Vacher,  Dr. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— Case  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  West  Cheshire  Farm 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.   Chaplin,  July 
24,  1054. 


Valentia  Harbour 

Perch  or  Buoy,  Erection  of,  proposed — 
Lighthouse  Authority,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.   Plunkett, 
July  23,  886. 


Ventilation  of  Committee  Booms 
see  Committee  Rooms. 


Veterinary  Surgeons  Amendment  Bill 

July  17, 


I.  Com.*  and  Rep.*  July  16, 40. 
Reported  without  Amend  ts., 

193. 
3R.*  July  19,  420. 


Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 

Assistantship,    Examination    for— Select- 
ing Candidates  by  Nomination 
Q.  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith;  A.  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  July  17, 235. 
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Vincent*  CoL  Sir  C.  E.  H.[Sheffield,  Central] 

Aldershot 

Entrenchments,  July  27,  1574. 

Taking    over   Command,    Expenses, 
etc.,  July  27,  1577. 

Coal— National    Coal    Reserve,    Rise    ii 
Price,  etc,  July  27,  1511. 

Indian  Budget — Famine,  Imperial  Grant, 
etc,  July  26,  1421. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2R.,  July  23,  914, 
915. 

Musketry  Training — Lessons  of  the  South 
African  War,  July  27, 1573. 

Scouting,  Training  in,  July  27,  1574. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams, 
July  27,  1575. 

Inquiry  into  Conduct  of    the  War, 
July  27,  1572. 

Trade   Marks  —  "  Foreign    Origin,"    Im- 
ported Tin  Boxes,  etc,  July  27,  1518. 

Volunteers,    Employment     on     Foreign 
Service,  July  27,  1505. 

Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  929,  931, 
932,  933,  934,  939,  948. 

"Vindictive,"  H.M.S. 

Manoeuvres  of  1899.  Speed,    etc — Adm. 
Domvile's  Report    and  the  State- 
ment in  the  Memorandum 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen 
July  17,  227. 


Voluntary  School  Rate 

for  Rate  on  same 
ote  as  Poor  and  General 
District  Rate,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  Williams ;  A.  Mr.  Chap- 
lin, July  26,  1317. 


Didsbury — Applying 
Demand  Not 


Voluntary  Schools 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Grants 

Differential    Treatment    and    Rural 
and  Urban  Schools 
Motion  (Lord     Heneage),     July 
24, 1024. 
Imperial  Grant — Total  Amount   for 
1899 
Q.    Mr.     Caldwell;    A.    Sir    J. 
Gorst,  July  20,  658. 

Volunteers 
Camps 

Number  of  Men  who  have  been  in 
Camp   fourteen  Days— "Mag- 
nificent Response  " 
Wyndham's,     Mr.,     Statement 
July  27,  1532. 

^)tifeV2b\ta!i<^C%3&^  see  that  title. 
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"Volunteers-^***. 

Emergency  Scheme,  Expenditure  on,  etc. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  July  27, 
1531. 
Employment  on  Foreign  Service 

Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

July  27,  1505. 
{see  also  Volunteers  Bill. ) 

Engineer  Corps  for  South-east  Lancashire, 
Formation  of,  proposed 
Q.  Sir  J.  W.  Maclure ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  20,  649 ;  July  26,  1305. 

Garrison  Duty — Offers  of  Service,  etc 
Q.   Mr.    Seely ;  A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
July  24,  1046. 

Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  see  that  title. 

Irish  Regiments,  Formation  of,  proposed 
— Grievance 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  20,  665. 

Kent  Artillery,  2nd— Easter  Camp  Allow- 
ance 
Q.  Sir  F.  Evans;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  20,  648. 

Leicesters,      1st     Battalion — Insufficient 


Supply  of  Rifles 
0.  Major  R* 


Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  24,  1048. 
Rifle  Clubs  and  Rifle  Ranges,  see  those 

titles. 
South  African  War 

Gratuities  to  Officers 

Q.   Mr.  J.   A.    Pease;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  27, 1505. 
Volunteers  Invalided    Home,  Treat- 
ment of,  by  the  War  Office. 
0.  Mr.  Seely,  July  27,  1599. 

South  Denes  Camp,  see  that  title. 

Travelling      Expenses  —  Supplementary 
Grant,  etc. 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  22,  860. 

Volunteers  Bill 

c.  2R.,  July  18,  344. 
Com.,  July  23,  925. 

Volunteers  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  and  in  Com- 
mittee, etc,  July  18,  344  ;  July  28, 
925. 

Civil  Employment  of  Volunteers, 
Effect  of  the  Bill  on,  356,  363,  367, 
938,944. 

Classes  of  Volunteers — Creating  three 
Classes,  Objections  to,  364,  369,  375, 
380,  384. 

Conditions  under  which  Volunteers 
are  called  out,  Recruiting,  etc.,  344, 
361,  371,  374,  380,  926,  929,  930,  931, 
933,  934,  935,  937,  941,  944,  946,  950. 

Conference  of  Sixteen  Representative 
Officers  of  Volunteer  Corps,  346, 349, 
353,  361,  363,  368,  376, 377. 

"  Discussion  held  by  a  Body  of  Volun- 
teer Officers  "  Pamphlet,  931. 

Filling  Vacancies  of  Units  Liable  for 
Active  Service,  355,  373. 
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Volunteers  Bill— cont. 

Debate  on  Second  Reading,  etc. — cont 
Liability  for   Active  Service,  Home 
and  Foreign  Service — Effect  on  Re- 
cruiting, etc.,   349,   351,  357,   363, 
369,  372,  381,  382,  385,  946,  960. 

Militia,  Application  of  the  Foreign 
Service  Clause  to,  379,  380. 

Period  of  Liability  for  Service,  374. 

Postponing    the  Bill  for  fuller  and 
wider  Consideration 
0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
July  16,  96. 

Volunteer  Acts  of  1894— Report  of 
Select  Committee,  344,  347,  361, 
367,  927,  930,  932. 

Volunteer  Garrison  Artillery,  Calling 
Out,  etc.,  347,  369,  372,  374,  378, 
379,  932,  950,  953,  954,  957,  958, 
959. 

Wages 

Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co.'s.,  Messrs., 
Manchester  Works— Joiners'  Wages, 
alleged  Breach  of  Fair  Wages  Reso- 
lution, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Woods;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, July  26,  1308. 

Local  Authorities  Contracts — Return  Pre- 
sented, July  24,  1040. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  Extension 
Bill,  Effect  of,  on  Wages. 
Os.    Earl  of    Wemyss,  Vise   Cross, 
July  16,  38,  39. 

Wales— War  Office  Employee 
Discharge  of — Bonus,  etc. 

Q.  Captain  Norton;  A.  Mr.  J,  P. 
Williams,  July  23,  859. 

Wallace,  Mr.  R.  [Perth] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1079. 

Sheriff  Court  Procedure — Report  of  Com- 
mittee, July  26,  1330. 

Walsall  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  18,  341. 

Con.*  and  3r.*  July  27, 1496. 
I.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  27,  1456. 

Walsh,  Private 

Under-age  Recruit — Discharge,  Pension, 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  19,  458. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  [York,  W.R.,  Barnsley] 

China — Anti-Foreign  Rising 
British  Forces 

Inadequate  Provision  for  uphold- 
ing British  Rights  and  Interests, 
July  27,  1599. 

Naval  and  Military  Reinforce- 
ments, July  tO,  640. 

Foreigners,  Assisting  to  Escape,  July 
19,453. 
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Walton,  Mr.  J.—cont. 

China — Anti-  Foreign  Rising — cant. 

Gunboats  for  Protection  of  British 
Traders  on  Inland  Waterways,  July 
17,  334 ;  July  $0,  642. 

Indian  Famine — Imperial  Grant,  Irriga- 
tion and  Railway  Works,  etc.,  July  26, 
1394. 

Water-tube  Boilers — Committee  of  In- 
quiry, etc.,  July  17,  334. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Leeds,  S.] 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24,  1067,  1094, 
1096, 1101, 1124, 1127, 1136, 1145, 1160. 

Business  of  the  House,  July  16,  103. 


Wandsworth 

Board  of  Guardians — Offer  of  Free  Pardon 
to   Parents    Reclaiming    Deserted 
Children,  Issue  of  Notice,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
24,  1054. 


Wandsworth  and  Putney  Gas  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  20, 
586. 
3R.*  July  27,  1450. 

War  Expenditure 

see  South  African  War— Finance  and  Cost 
of  the  War. 


War  Funds 

Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners,  see   that 
title. 


War  Medals 

see  South  African  War— Medals. 

War  Office 

Secretary  of  State— Marquess  of  Lans- 

downe. 
Under  Secretary— Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 
Financial  Secretary— Nix  J.  P.  Williams. 

Administration— Attack    on  Lord   Lans- 
downe 
Amold-Forster,  Mr.,  July  27,  1516; 
Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  1631. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  27,  1616. 
'Contracts,  see  Army. 

Employees'  Bonus— Case  of  Wales 

Q.    Capt.    Norton;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  July  23,  859. 

Expert  Information— Statements  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  suggested,  sec  title  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Reconstruction — Government  Proposals 
Debate  (Lords),  July  17,  196. 

Reorganisation,  etc. 

O.  Major  Rasch,  July  27, 1550. 
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Warble  Fly 

Precautions    against  Injury  to  Cattle- 
Issue  of  Leaflet,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  July 
20,  670. 

Ward,  Private  W. 

Death  of,  at  Yarmouth  from  Sunstroke, 
alleged 
Q.   Mr.  Soames ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1305. 

Warden,  Mr. 

Police  Protection  at  Sneem 

Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  As.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  July  19,  481. 

Sneem  Pier— Erection   of   Goods    Store, 
Objections 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  July 
20,  669. 

Warden  Estate 

National  School  Teacher's  Residence  Site 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.   G.   W.   Bal- 
four, July  20,  662. 

Warders 

see  Prisons. 

Warner,  Mr.  C.  T.  C.  [Stafford,  Lichfield] 

Post  Office  Sites  (Re-committed)  Bill, 
Com.,  July  18,  388,  395. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  387. 

South  African  War — Deficient  Regimental 
Transport,  Half  Rations,  etc,  July  J7, 
1586. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  380,  382. 

War  Office  Organisation — Need  for  Mili- 
tary Reform,  etc.,  July  27,  1585. 

Warren,  Mr. 

Consul -General  at  Shanghai,  see  China — 
Anti-Foreign  Rising. 

Warships 

Construction    of,  by    British    Firms  for 
China — Legislation 
Q.   Col.   Pilkington;  A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham, July  2$,  853. 

(see  also  Navy — Shipbuilding  Programme, 
etc.) 

Wason,  Mr.  £.  [Clackmannan  and  Kinross] 

South  African  War — Hardships,  Troops 
half-starved,  alleged,  July  27,  1577. 

Water  Gas 

Use   of  —  Recommendations   of   Depart- 
mental Committee,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson,  Mr.    T.    M. 
Healy ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July  20, 
653. 


Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
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Water  Supply 

Bills  Relating  to,  see  their  titles. 


Inver — Delay  in  Completing  Works 

Q.  Mr.  Caldwell;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  23,  877. 

Ireland — Clones 

Q.  Mr.  Maealeese ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  26,  1336. 

Water-tube  Boilers 

Naval  Ships,  see  Navy — Boilers. 

Wedderburn,  Sir  W.  [Banffshire] 

India 

Budget  —  Grant  from  the  Imperial 
Government  in  aid  of  the  Famine, 
etc.,  July  26, 1379. 

Famine 

Canadian  Government  Grant, 
proposed,  July  24,  1052. 

Land  Revenue  Remissions  in 
Bombay  and  North-West  Pro- 
vinces, July  19,  465. 

Loans  to  Native  States,  July  19, 
464. 

Relief  Administration — State  Aid 

and  Private  Benevolence,  July 

24,  1051. 

Penal       Legislation  —  Withdrawing 

recent  Legislation  proposed,   July 

19,468. 

Taxation — Amount  yielded  by  new 
Taxation  since  1886,  Return,  July 
19,  469. 


Wei-hai-wei 

see  China— Anti-Foreign  Rising 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Ashanti  Rising — Coomassie  Relief  Column, 
Progress  of,  etc.,  July  16,  70. 

Avoch  Harbour  Accommodation,  Improve- 
ment of — Grant-in-aid,  proposed,  July 
16,  78. 

Lewis,  Island  of— Insanitary  Condition, 
July  16,  77. 

St.  Petersburg  Herring  Trade  -Facilities 
for  discharge  and  storage,  July  16,71. 

Transport  Service— Delay  in  issue  of 
Return,  July  16,  62. 

Weir,  Private  R. 

Removal  from  Netley  Hospital  to  Ennis- 
killen    Workhouse— Cause   of   In- 
sanity, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  16,  65. 

Welby,  Lieut-Col  A.  C.  E.  [Taunton] 

Army  Medical  Department — Lessons  of 
South  African  War,  etc.,  July  27,  1602. 

Companies  Bill,  Con.,  July  24, 1065.  I 
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Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E.—  cont. 

South  African  War— Surrender  of  British 
Troops,  Causes,  Trial  by  Court-martial,. 


etc.,  JiUy  27,  1601. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2r.,  July  18,  384. 

War  Office  Administration,  Mr.  Wynd.- 
ham's  Defence  of,  etc.,  July  27,  1604. 

Welby,  Lord 

Indian  Expenditure— Report  of  Royal 
Commission,  July  20,  601. 

Welby's,  Lord,  Commission 

see  India— Finance,  Expenditure  Com- 
mission, etc. 

Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads, 
Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*  July  18,  341. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Reconstruction  of  the  War  Office  and  Re- 
organisation of  the  Army—"  Adminis- 
tration," not  "Reorganisation"  or 
"  Reconstruction,"  July  17,  203. 

Strength  and  Organisation  of  Home  De- 
fences, July  27,  1458. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  Com.,  July  16,  37. 

West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  23,. 
785. 

West  Ham  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Committee  of   Selection,. 
July  17,  191. 
Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  23y 

785  ' 

ZR.*  July  27,  1450. 

West  Indies 

British  Honduras— -Want  of  Direct  Cable 
Communication,     Dependence     on 
Foreign  Cables,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  19,  464. 

Jamaica,  see  that  title. 

Westgate  and  Birchington  Water  Bill 
c.  3R.*  July  16,  53. 

"  Wet  Bobs  "  of  Naval  Defence 

Os.  Earl  of  Wemyss,  July  27,  1461 ;  Earl 
of  Rosebery,  1471. 

Whisky  in  Bond 

Scotland — Return  Presented,  July  19^ 
452. 


White,  Sir  G. 

Return    from    South 
Ovations  " 
0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  July 


Africa  —  "  Jingo 
1613. 
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Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  Bill 
c.  Con.*  July  16,  53. 
Sr.*  July  19,  450. 
/.  Commons  Amendts.*  July  20,  586. 

Whitmore,  Mr.  C.  A.  [Chelsea] 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,   Con.,  July  26, 
1293. 

Wild  Animals 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity  Bill, 
see  that  title. 


Willesden  Board  of  Guardians 

Kockhall  and  Rochford  House,  Religious 
Instruction  for  Children— Son- 
appointment  of  Church  of  England 
Chaplain,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Talbot ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  July 
17,  232. 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Notts,  Mansfield] 
Didsbury  Voluntary  School  Rate,  Apply- 
ing for  on  name  Demand  Note  as  Poor 
and  General   District  Rate,  etc.,  July 
26,  1317. 

Parliamentary  Procedure  —  Proposed 
Changes,  July  19,  484. 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Bill,  3r.,  July 
16, 123. 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  P. — Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  [Birmingham,  S.] 

Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co.,  Messrs., 
Manchester  Works  —  Joiners'  Wages, 
alleged  Breach  of  Fair  Wages  Resolu- 
tion, etc.,  July  26,  1308. 

Contracts 

Irish  Tenderers,  Establishing  Dep6t 
in  Dublin,  proposed,  July  27,  1508. 

Shirt  Contracts  for  South  Africa — 
Total  Number  Supplied,  Non- 
acceptance  of  Tenders  from  Irish 
Firms,  etc.,  July  23,  861. 

Kilworth  Rifle  Range  —  Acquisition  of 
adjoining  Land,  July  28,  861. 

Lance  Exhibition— Sergeant  Cart  Wright's 
Claim,  July  16,  68. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2r,  July  23,  913. 

Wales,  War  Office  Employee,  Discharge  of 
—Bonus,  July  23,  859,  860. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  —  James  Quinlan's 
Claim  for  Compensation,  July  26,  1309. 


Wilson,  Mr.  C.  H.  [Hull] 

Water-tube  Boilers  on  Naval  and  Mer- 
chant Ships,  July  17,  294. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

China,  Anti-Foreign  Rising— Shansi,  Re- 
ported Massacre  of  Missionaries,  July 
20,  642. 
Volunteers  Bill,  Cow.,  July  28, 945. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Woiraterehire,*: 
Water  Gas,  Use  of — Reconimendatia 
Departmental  Committee,  etc.,  Jul 
653,  654. 

Wiltshire 

New  Member  sworn  for  Southen 
Wilton  Division,  July  23,  889. 

Wimbledon 

School    Board,    proposed  —  R&tep 
Resolution,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Price  ;  A.   Sir  J.  Gorst, 

24,  1055. 

Winchester,  Bishop  of 

Ritualism  in  the  Church — Disobedie 
Clergy,  etc.,  July  16,  35. 

Windsor,  Lord 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Con.,  Jt 

1491. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  2r.  ,  July  20,  633 

Withington  Urban  District  Council  ] 
c.  Reported  with  Amendts.,  July  24. 

Wolverton,  Lord 

South  Africa— Settlement  of  Soldi 
the  Orange  River  Colony  after  the 
July  23,  843. 

Women 

Technical  Instruction  Commit 
Women  Members,  Return  Pre» 
July  20,  639. 

Wood 

Non-inflammable  Wood,  use  of,  in 
struction  of  Naval  Ships,  see  N 
Shipbuilding. 

Woods,  Mr.  S.  [Essex,  Walthainstow] 

Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co.,  Mc 

Manchester    Works—Joiners'     W 

alleged  Breach  of  Fair  Wages  R< 

tion,  etc.,  July  26,  1308. 

Central  Telegraph  Office,  Overtime 
Appointment  of  additional  Telegrap 
etc.,  July  19,  472. 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

Quinlan's,  James,  Claim  for  Com  pen* 
— Inquiry,  proposed 
Q.     Dr.     Tanner;    A.     Mr.     J 
Williams,  July  26,  1309. 

Workhouses,  Ireland 

Belfast -Postponement   of    Appointi 
of  Master,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Daly;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  BaL 
July  20, 661. 
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ixUiouses,  Ireland— cont. 
•  CJarrickmacross  —Number  of  Admissions 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
July  26,  1331. 

Dietary     Regulations  —  Giving     greater 
freedom  to  Guardians,  proposed 
Q.   Capt.   Donelan;    A.    Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  July  24,  1059. 

Poor  Law  Schools,  see  that  title. 

orkington  Railways  and  Docks  Bill 
c.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  16, 
55. 

2R.#  July  19,  450. 

rorkmen's  Compensation  Act 

Army  and  Navy  Services — Number  of 
Men  Receiving  Compensation,  Amount 
of  Compensation,  etc.  —  Return  Pre- 
sented, July  16,  57. 

Principles    of.   Extending  to  the  Army, 
Allowances  to  Widows,  etc. 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  27, 1540. 

Pro ?eeding3 — S tatistics  Presented ,  July  26, 
1269,  1297. 

Workmen's     Compensation    Act    (1897) 
Extension  Bill 
L  3R.,  July  16,  37- 
c.  Lords  Amendt.*  July  i7,240. 

Workmen's     Compensation    Act     (1897) 
Extension  Bill 
Debate  on  Third   Reading  (Lords),  July 
16,  37. 

Domestic  Servants,  37,  39. 

Insurance,  38. 

Wages,  Effect  of  the  Bill  on,  38,  39. 

Workmen's  Dwellings 

see  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

(fright,  Mr.  Justice 

Bail  Regulations— Statements  at  Derby- 
shire Assizes 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell;    A.  Sir  R.   Finlay, 
July  23,  875. 


^ylie,  Mr.  A.  [Dumbartonshire] 

Volunteers  Bill,  Com.,  July  23,  938,  959. 

tyndhauL  Mr.  G.— Undersecretary  of  State 
for  War  [Dover] 

Aldershot  Entertainments,  Holding  in 
Recreation  Rooms  instead  of  Canteens, 
proposed,  July  26,  1306. 

Ammunition — Small  Arms  Ammunition 
Supplies,  July  24, 1046. 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  Exportation  of, 
to  China  by  British  Pirns— Legislation, 
proposed,  July  28,  85S. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  G.—  cont 
Artillery 

Reserves  of  Artillery  and  Ammuni- 
tion on  the  Outbreak  of  the  South 
African  War,  July  24,  1045. 
Second  Lieutenants'  Promotion  Griev- 
ance, July  17,  225. 

Camden  Fort  Gun  Fatality,  July  20,  647  ; 
July  26,  1304  ;  July  27,  1507. 

Chaplain,  Appointment  of,  for  Hong 
Kong,  July  19,  462. 

Chelsea  Hospital  Gardens— Hours  of 
Closing,  July  16,  67. 

Commissions  and  Public  Schools — Num- 
ber allotted  to  Eton,  etc.,  July  24,  1048. 

Enlistment  and  Recruiting 

Number  joined  in  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland  in  1899  and  1900,  etc.,  July 

26,  1307. 
Under-age  Recruits,    Discharge   of — 

Case  of   Private  Walsh,  July  19, 

458. 

Estimates— Supplementary  Estimates, 
Statement,  July  27,  1526 — Replies  to 
Questions  and  Criticism,  1591,  1592, 
1615. 

Guns,  Erosion  of,  by  Cordite— Committee 
of  Inquiry,  July  17,  226. 

Head-gear — Death  of  Private  Ward  at 
Yarmouth  from  Sunstroke,  alleged, 
July  26,  1305. 

Jersey  Military  Garrison — Annual  Cost, 
July  26,  1305. 

Line  Battalions,  Formation  of  New 
Battalions— Band  and  Mess  Expenses, 
July  17,  225. 

Medical  Officers 

Reserve  Officers— Promotion  Regula- 
tions, July  20,  647. 

Retired  Officers  Recalled  to  Active 
Service,  July  27,  1503. 

Military  Lands  Act,  1892 — Purchase  of 
Land  by  County  and  Borough  Councils, 
etc.,  July  23,  859. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  2r„  July  23,  890,  899, 
905,  911,  918,  921. 

Militia 

Bounty,  Pay,  and  Allowances,  In- 
crease in,  July  26,  1303. 

Furlough,  Pay  of  Embodied  Militia- 
men, July  17,  226. 

Irish  Regiments  in  England — Grant- 
ing Furlough  during  Harvest  time, 
July  16,  67. 

Officers'  Pay— Drawing  Full  and  Re- 
tired Pay  at  the  same  time,  July  27, 
1507. 

Sergeant  Majors — Warrant  Rank, 
July  27,  1508. 

Picrie  Acid,  Manufacture  of,  in  England 
— Sufficient  Supply  for  the  Army  and 
Navy,  July  17,  226. 

Promotion  Board  —  Constitution  and 
Functions,  etc.,  July  26,  1307,  1308; 
July  27, 1506. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  G.— emit. 

Reserve  Forces  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  385, 
387  ;  Com.,  July  23,  966  ;  Con.,  July  25, 
1163. 

Rifle  Clubs,  Formation  of — Government 
Allowances,  July  20,  648. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions 

Bounty,  Pay  and  Allowances,  Increase 
in,  Jxdy  26,  1303. 

Number  of  Re-enlisted  Men  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  July  26, 1307. 

Sentry  Duty  in  the  Metropolis — Number 
of  Men  detailed  for  Guard  and  Sentry- 
go,  etc.,  July  19,  462. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Women  sent  over  to  Enemy's 
Lines,  July  20,  647  ;  July  23,  858  ; 
July  24,10U;  July  26,  1303. 

Boots  for  the  Troops— Inadequate 
Supply,  July  19,  459. 

British  Forces,  Reinforcements— Sta- 
tistics, July  20,  646. 

Casualties 

British  Casualties  in  June,  July 
27,  1501. 

Delay  in  publishing  —  Case  of 
Sergeant  French  and  Private 
Martin,  July  16,  66. 

Censorship  of  Letters  and  Telegrams 
— Complaints,  July  27,  1619. 

Suppression  of  Message  from 
Meeting  held  at  Westminster 
Palace  Hotel,  July  27,  1594, 
1595,  1596. 

Chaplains— Insufficient  Supply,  July 
19,  462. 

Civil  Surgeons 

Number  Employed  in  South 
Africa,  etc.,  July  16,  65. 

Supposed  Pledge  of  Secrecy,  July 
~'~  ,    'uh 
27-  1503, 
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Discharged  Soldiers,  Treatment  of — 
Case  of  Private  Weir,  July  16,  66. 

Enteric  Fever 

Inoculation  against  —  Results 
among  Officers  and  Men,  etc., 
July  24,  1045. 

Ladysmith,  July  16,  65. 

Gifts  for  the  Troops — Non-delivery 
of,  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  July 

26,  1302. 

Gratuities  to  Volunteer  Officers,  July 

27,  1505. 

Honnen  Spruit  Disaster — Despatch  of 
ex -prisoners  to  guard  Spruit,  etc., 
July  26,  1303. 

Hospitals 

Boers  in  British  Hospitals — Num- 
ber, Treatment,  etc.,  July  19, 
456. 

Number  of  Men  in  Hospital  from 
Causes  other  than  Wounds, 
July  23,  858. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  G.—  cone. 
South  African  War— cont. 

Invalided  Officers  and  Men — Nunita 
Invalided  Home,  Number  of  Deaths, 
etc.,  July  19,  460. 

Lindley  Disaster — Inquiry,  July  $7, 
1501. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony— Deten- 
tion of  Persons  in  Civil  and  Military 
Prisons,  July  17,  221. 

Medical  Comforts  for  the  Boers— 
Treatment  of  British  Prisoners, 
July  27,  1502. 

Nurses,  Number  of  Deaths— More 
Nurses  for  South  Africa,  etc.,  July 
24,  1045. 

Pretoria  Magazine,  Attempt  to  blow 
up,  July  17,  224 ;  July  25,  1044. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners,  Despatch  of,  U> 
Ceylon— Number  etc.,  July  S3t 
857. 

British  Prisoners  at  Pretoria- 
Treatment,  July  20,  646. 

Royal  Irish  Rifles — Command,  July 
27,  1503. 

Stores  Transferred  from  Navy  to 
Land  Service — Return,  July  24, 
1047. 

Surrender  of  British  Troops,  etc.— 
Inquiry,  July  27,  1504. 

Transport  Service — "  A  vondaleCastle," 
Transport  to  South  Africa,  Canteen 
Prices,  etc.,  July  19,  458. 

Tugela  Engagement — Publication  of 
Col.  Long's  Explanation,  July  19. 
459. 

Yeomanry  Encampment  near  Beira, 
July  27,  1505. 

Volunteers 

Employment  on  Foreign  Service,  July 
27,  1505. 

Engineer  Corps  for  South-East  Lan- 
cashire, Formation  of,  July  20,  649  ; 
July  26,  1306. 

Garrison  Duty — Offers  of  Services, 
etc..  July  24,  1046. 

Inniskilling  Fusiliers  at  Cowshott 
Manor  Camp — Call  to  Volunteer  for 
Service  in  South  Africa,  July  19, 
460  ;  July  23,  858. 

Kent  Artillery — Easter  Camp  Allow- 
ances, July  20,  648. 

Lancashire 

Ecgineer  Corps  for  South-East 
Lancashire,  Formation  of,  July 
20,  649  ;  July  26,  1306. 

Travelling  Expenses,  Supple- 
mentary Grant,  etc.,  July  23, 
860. 

Leicesters,  1st  Battalion — Insufficient 
fcw^Vj  of  Rifles,  July  24,  1048. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  Q.—  cont. 
Volunteers — cont. 

South  Denes  Camp— Col.  Brownrigg 
prohibiting  Visits  and  Collections 
by  Sisters  of  Nazareth,  July  19, 
459  ;  July  20,  649 ;  July  24,  J047. 

Volunteers  Bill,  2R.,  July  18,  344,  361,  367, 
368,  369,  370,  381,  383,  384,  385  ;  Corn., 
July  23,  934,  937,  940,  941,  953,  954,  955, 
956,  958,  960,  961,  962,  965. 

Yang-tsze  River 

see  China. 


Yarmouth 

South  Denes  Camp,  see  that  title. 

Ward,  Private  W.,  Death  of,  from  Sun- 
stroke, alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Soames  ;  A .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  26,  1305. 

Yeomanry 

Australia — Raising  an  Imperial  Yeomanry 
in  Australia,  proposed 
0.  Lord  Brassey,  July  19,  437. 

South  African  War — Imperial  Yeomanry 
Encampment  near  Beira 

Q.   Sir  J.    Fergusson ;    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  27,  1504. 

Imperial  Yeomanry  Invalided  Home 
— Treatment  of,  by  the   War 
Office 
0.  Mr.  Seely,  July  27,  1599. 

Lindley   Disaster,  see  South  African 
War. 

Parcels,  Non-delivery  of 

Q.  Mr.   H.    S.   Foster  ;  A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  26,  1302. 


Yerburgh,  Mr.  R.  A.  [Chester] 

Artillery— Reserves  of  Artillery  and  Am- 
munition on  the  outbreak  of  the  South 
African  War,  July  24,  1045. 


Yerburgh,  Mr.  R.  A.— cont. 

China— Anti-  Foreign  Rising,  etc. 

Warren,  Mr.,  Consul -General  at 
Shanghai — Appointment  as  Charge^ 
d' Affaires  proposed,  July  20,  641. 

Yang-tsze  Provinces 

Holding  Troops  in  readiness  at 
Hong  Kong,  July  20,  642. 

Viceroys  maintaining  Order — 
Support  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  July  19,  455  ; 
July  23,  851. 


York  Postal  Staff 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Postmen  keeping 
Shop  with  Beer  Off-licence 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
July  20,  655. 


Yorkshire,  West  Riding 

Polling  District— County  Council  Order 
Presented,  July  16,  8,  56. 

Young,  Mr.  S.  [Cavan,  E.] 

Cootehill  Postmastership  —  Condition 
attached  to  Previous  Appointment,  July 
19,  472. 

Gas  Order  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill,  2r., 
July  17,  213. 

Land  Commission 

Belfast — Increases  of  Rent,  etc.,  July 
16,  82. 

Case  of  Lindsay  v.  Cony,  July  17,. 
237. 


Youthful  Offenders  Bill 

Bill  Withdrawn,  July  16, 187. 


Yoxall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottingham,  W.] 

Teachers'  Superannuation  Act,  Extending 
to  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man — 
•  Legislation,  July  16,  71. 
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